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PREFACE. 

THE material composing this account of the Gibbs family, 

of Warwickshire, England, and of America, was principally col­

lected many years ago hy the late \Villiam Gibbs, of Lexington, 

Massachusetts, and his cousin, Professor Josiah \Villard Gibbs, 

of Yale College, also deceased. The researches of the first 

mentioned were embodied in a small pamphlet, published by 

him in I 845, and entitled "Jiamz'(v ~Votias." It ,vas read in 

England by some members of the family, and frurn them 

elicited additional information upon the subject. Buth of 

these, together ,vith fragmentary pieces of history, are now 

presented in this form. 

Valuable old documents, that could have throw!1 light upon 

the dark, forgotten past, arc either lost or destroyed; conse­

quently much thal might have been clothed with vitality and 

interest must appear before the readers as a dull chronolog~cal 

recital of births and deaths. 

The object of th<c: author in pr<c:senting this history is to 

correct some slight inaccuracies and supply deficiencies in the 

"Notices" alluded to, as well as to extend the genealogy to the 

present tim<c:, which will embrace an account of three later 

generations. 

The task of rcndcrin;_.; a st;ilement c,f female descendants 

was found impracticable and had to be abandoned. \Vhatcvcr 

errors exist cannot justly be attributed to any want of effort 

or saving of labor on the part of the author in making a 

• careful research. 

PHILADELPHIA, September, 1!i79. 

(5) 

J. \VJLLA!W GJBB:i. 





INTRODUCTION. 

ALL persons of proper sentiments desire to know some­
thing of their family origin, whether it be higher or lower, and 
to set up a landmark indicating the commencement of the 
family history. This natural and commendable genealogical 
interest is often heightened in our republican America by the 
very opposition it meets with in those b.,vs and customs which 
aim at tearing clown the old and setting up the new, obliter­
ating the: past, and looking only towards the future. This 
destructive tendency is furthered hy the ordinary process of 
change in human affairs. A family name has lx:en made 
prominent hy the distinguished conduct of some individual, 
or by the wealth of, possibly, two or three generations; but 
in a few years new representatives succeed, the accumulated 
property is divided, and the descencbnb of those once widely 
known disappear in a crowd comparatively poor, and the name 
is noted only within a limited circle. 

By the laws of primogeniture, fortunes are kept intact ;ind 
transmitted from ccncration to t'Cneration: a linca"e is thus 

'-' <_:_) I z:.~ 
preserved and, of necessity, guardc<l with jealous care, for 
often it constitutes the sole title to the inheritance. An 
American has no such reason to preserve his pedigree, but is 
prompted by a de:;ire to know who compose his kin, or to 
place some future chronicler of his family in possession of the 
same knowledge. Any other motive than these would be 
imputed to pride, unworlhy the citizen of a country which 
claims, a.s the fundamental principle of its Constitution, that 
all arc born free and equal. 

Aristocracy as known in England must not, can not be 
synonymous with the accepted meaning of the term in 
America. Our customs, our institutions, our education from 
infancy, are opposed to admitting those to be our superiors 
who do not excel us in merit. \Vhether the American view 
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of worth and distinction be more correct than the English, or 
better adapted to aid in the progress of civilization and refine­
ment than the other, it is not for me here to discuss ; but I 
cannot repress the belief that the knowledge of respectable 
extraction must have an effect in maintaining good character. 
I believe, with Burke, that "the idea of a liberal descent 
inspires us with an habitual sense of native dignity, which 
prevents that upstart insolence almost always adhering to and 
disgracing those who are the first acquirers of any distinction." 



I. 

ORIGIN OF NA~1E. 

::VfonERN historians who deal only in well-authenticated facts 
are unwilling- to admit the famous Roll 0f Battle Abbey in 
evidence of the past, claiming it to have been tht: work of 
those who lived many years after \Yilliam of :'\ormandy over­
threw Harold upon the field of Hastin~~s. In substance it 
may have been true; but doubts expn.:s~cd by able students of 
antiquity respecting its genuineness constrain the writer to 
abandon the claim that the Norman Guilbert recorded upon 
the ancient manuscript is identical with the name which has 
through vario1.1s changes come down to us as Gihbcs, or 
Gibbs. \Ve may speculate indefinitely upon possibilities or 
probabilities, but \'.:hen we have done we are as much wanting 
in foundation for our cbirn as was the mythical turtle in find­
ing a foothold to support the worlc.1. 1 shall, therefore, pass 
by the theory that Gibbs is the lineai descendant of Guilbert 
and De Guibc (" a name c,f 1\rabic origin "-J:urk,), leaving to 
the believers in the same \Yhatcvcr romantic satisfaction they 
may derive from their opinion, that the name reached Engfand 
and America from Babel, either by way of the Secmclinavian 
or the Red Sea. 

In the time of Richard JI., two brothers, John and Thomas, 
were settled in England,-the former in Dev<,nshire and the 
latter in \Vanvickshire. It is \n the descendant-; nf Thoma-; 
that this short sketch is particularly devoted. ln µas,,in,..;, it 
may he rerr.arkcd that the Gihbes family of South Car<llina arc 
d~'.Scended of the Devonshire stock; with this exception, the 
writer is not informed of any other long-settled American 
Gibbs family being definitely connected with either of these 

two English branches. 
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I I. 

FA'IIILY A101s, 

TFrn close resemblance of the arms borne by the various 
families of Gibbs and Gibbes, in England, indicates identity of 
origin, and whatever differences exist, were changes granted 
by the Heralds' College to designate more particularly certain 
branch7s, Although wanting in positive proofs, we may rea­
sonably assert that the arms were originally a field argent 
charged with three: pole or battle axes, sable, but without a 

crest; for this device was not generally adopted until after the 
reign of Edward III., anno 1377. 

At the Herald's visitation of \Varwickshirc, anno 1619, the 
arms and crest as given in frontispiece were duly recorded to 
Sir Henry Gibbs, of Honington, in that county,-tlie same 
being an exact copy of those displayed on family pedigree 
lodged in the British I\1 useum, London, viz.: Upon a shield 
argent, three battle axes in pale, sable; crest, three broken 
tilting spears, or., cnfile<l with a wreath, ar. and sa. See Note I, 

/\ppcndix. 
The motto,'' Tcnax Propositi,'' appears as much associated 

with the name il" rll"C the battle axes; yet its use, disuse, or 
substitution for other;-; arc entirely matters of taste; for mot­
toes are rcgardcJ only as appendages, not parts of heraldic 
insignia. 

I I I. 

LINEAGE. 

[See Harl. 1/fS'.S. British llfuseum, and Heralds' College.] 

I. THOMAS GYBBYS was settled in \Varwickshirc in the time 
of Richard II., and had issue John, of Devonshire, and Thomas, 
mentioned below. 
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II. THOMAS GYBBYS, of Honing-ton, who had­
I. Thomas_, of Hanington, mentinned below. 
2. Robert, whose son Robert ,;cttlcd in Ncthcrbury, Dorset, 

and left issue. 

III. THOMAS GvnHE.c;, of Honington, above mcntion--:d, had 
a son. St:e below. 

JV. THO:-.L\.c; (;rn1n-:.c:, of Honington, marricJ Agnes---, 
aqd died about J jOS (sec hi.<, will. proven at Pr(1bate ,Court, 
London, in that year), leaving is:-;ue, vi·-:.:-

L Robert. See bclmv. 
2. Eliz:ibeth. 
3. Joan. 

V. ROBERT GYBBE:', of Honington, ~;c:ntlcman, was enfcoffrcl 
with the manor of Honing-ton, April 2Sth, 154c, (3.] 1Irnry 
VIII.). See Note 2, Appendix. He married 1\forgarct, 
.::laughter of--- King, of Evcshctm, and died August 10th,. 
1558, kaving a son and heir, viz.:-

VI. RoIJERT GIHBES, of Hollington, Esq., horn about r 528, 
and living r584- He married (r.) Yiar£,;r:ry, daughter of 
Humphrey PridcaL,x, of Adcston ::md Thuborough, Devon .. 
Esq., and by lwr had-

Antl10ny, who died s. p. r 587- Sec Note 3, Appendix. 
,, Jane married ,\; icholas llrown, uf county \ Varwick. 
3. Elizabeth married Thos. Tickt:ridge, of Evesham, county 

vVorcester. 
4. l\Ltrgaret married John Brian, of London. 
For his second v,:ifr he married Katherine, daughter of 

\V1Jlia.m Porter, of i\ sh ton, in the county of Gloucester, and 
by her had the following issue:-

I. Sir Ralph, Knight, mentio11<:d below. 
2, T110mas, of vVatergall, c<,unty Vv';irwick, married cl;wg-hter 

and co--hcir of \Villiam \Vilh:s, of Iviiddleton Cheny, 
county Northampton, tlw relict of --- Dymock, 
and kit issue. 

3. Tristram married Elizabeth, relict of --- Baker. 
4, Edwani, aged 45, in 1619. 
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VII. Sir RALP!l GrnnEs, of Hanington, Knight, son of Robert 
Gybbes, Esq., was living in 1607. He married Gertrude, 
daughter of Sir Thomas \Vroughton, of Broad Hinton, county 
\Vilts, Knight, and had the following issue, viz.:-

I. Sir Henry, Knight, mentioned below. 
2. Greville, baptized May I 5th, I 593; buried January I 3th, 

1fo9. 
3. Richard, baptized July 12th, 1596; buried April 10th, 

1658, d. s. p. 
4. George. 
5. \Villiam, baptized September 27th, 1602; buried ---

1634 A captain in the army. 
6. Charles, D. D., born November 4th. 1604; died Sep­

tember 16th, I 68 I. Prebendary of \Vestminster. See 
Note 4, Appendix. 

7. Ralph. 
And daughters :-
I. Unton married Sir Edward Dering, M. P., Bart., and died 

in 1676, leaving two sons and two daughters. See 
Note 5, Appendix. 

2. Mary married Sir Walter Raleigh, nephew of the famous 
Sir \Valter. 

3. Annie, baptized October 12th, 161 l ; married Henry 
Gibb, of the bed-chamber to King- James I.; made a 
baronet of Scotland. 

4. Jane married Sir Francis Hawley. See Note 6, Appendix. 
5. Gertrude married Sir \Villiam Saville, Bart., father of first 

Marquis of Halifax. See Note 7, Appendix. 
Sir Ralph Gibbes dic<l 1611. 

VIII. Sir HENRY Gums, of Hanington, Knight, son of Sir 
Ralph Gihbc,;, was baptized March 14th, 1593, and was mar­
ried, about I 6 I 2, to Elizabeth Temple, fifth daughter of Sir 
Thomas Temple, of Stow, Bucks fa descendant of Lcofrick, 
Earl of Mercia, and the renowned Godiva). See Note 8, 
Appendix. He had the following issue:-

1. Thomas, who married Katherine, daughter of Sir Edward 
Longville, Bart., of Nova Scotia, and succeeded to the 
Hanington estates, and left issue. He died 1689. 



13 

2. Henry, who was of Haiford, m \Varwickshire, and left 
issue. 

3. kalph, who ,vas of \Vhaddon, county of Bucks, and died 
1669, and left issue. Sec parish register of that place. 

4. Robert, mentioned below. 
5. John, \Vho was of the island of Barbadoes, and left i"suc,­

one son, of Bridgeton, Barbadoes. 
The names of two daughter;, appear in Harl r,ISS., J r6r; 

Fferald's visitation, anno 1619 :-
I. Esther, eldest daughter, born 1614. 
2. Martha, born 1 (i I 8. 
Sir Henry Gibbs was buried February 25th, 1667. His wife 

Elizabeth died May 18th, 1667. 

lX. Ro:BE1:T Grnns, fourth son of Sir Henry Gibbs, was 
born about 1634. Came to Boston, l\Ia~s., ab1,ut 165g, where 
he became ;.c; distinguished merchant. 11 c marriccl Elizabeth 
(see Note 9, Appendix). dau~hter of Jacob Slte,J.fe, merchant, 
of Boston, and J\1argarct, his wife hcc N0te JO, /\ppendix), 
September 7th, 166o. Their cliiidren wen:-

1. 1\farg-aret, born May r 3th, 1663; died young. 
2. Roh<~rt, Lon; ScptL:rnbcr 20th, 1605 ; married Mary 

Shri1npton, uf Bo.,ton. l\Iay l(Jth, I6SJ2; died Decem­
ber 8th, 1702, le;wing issu('. See Note 12, Appendix. 

3 Henry, bccrn October tth, l 1->1:;3_ ::-.c .. , fi1_:k>w. 
4 Jacob, born FeLruary 18th, I (172; died about January, 11'.i75. 
Robert Gibbs, merchant, died December, 1674. His wife 

Elizabeth died .August 29th, IJ!8. Se<~ Note II, Appendix. 

X. HEt-;RY Gums, s•m of Robert before mentioned, born 
October 8th, 1668. Graduatul at H:irvarJ College in 1686. 
Married June 9th, Ih<)2, to Mercy, daug·hter of William and 
Elizabeth Greenough, and wa,.; ordained pa5tor of the East 
Parish, in \Vatertown, Uctol,cr Gtl1, !CJ<J7, i;; which stati,m he 
continuer! until his death ( see Note 1 3, i\ppcndix), leaving 
issue:--

1. ElizaLc:th, born January 12th, 16~/i; di,:d l\'lay 6th, 1706. 
2. Mercy, born December 23d, 1696; married Rrx. Ben­

jamin Prescott, of Salem, and died December 18th, 
li44, J~aving issue. 
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3. Margaret, born July 3d, 1699; married Rev. Nathaniel 
Appleton, of Cambridge, and died January 17th, 1771, 
lea,·ing issue. Sec Note 14, Appendix. 

4. Henry, born March 16th, I 702; died September 16th, 1703. 
5. William, horn July 11th, 1704; died August roth, 1715. 
6. Mehetablc, born January 8th, 1706; married Benjamin 

Marston, Esq., of Salem, June 24th, 1725; d. s. p. 
August 21st, 1727. 

7. Henry, born May I 3th, I 709. See below. 
Rev. Henry Gibbs died October 21st, 1723, and was buried 

at Watertown. Mercy his wife died January 26th, 1716. 

XI. HENRY GIBBS, son of Rev. Henry, was born at Water­
town, May I 3th, I 709, and gradtiated at Harvard College in 
1726. Entered into mercantile business at Salem; was 
appointed a justice of the Court of Common Pleas for the 
county of Essex in 1754; was a representative of the town of 
Salem to the General Court for several years, and was also 
clerk of the House. He married (1.) Margaret, daughter of 
Rev. Jabez Fitch, of Portsmouth, N. H., January 31st, 1739. 
Their children were-

I. Margaret, born December I 4th, I 7 39; died I 7 46. 
2. Mercy, born June 15th, 1741; died October- 10th, 1756. 
Margaret, wife of Henry Gibbs, Esq., died November 7th, 

1742. For his second wife he marrie<l Katherine, daughter 
of the Hon. Josiah Willard, May 28th, 1747 (see Note 15, 
Appendix), and had-

I. Henry, born May 7th, 1749; married Mercy, daughter 
of Benjamin and Rebecca Prescott, and died June 
29th, 1794, leaving issue. Sec Note 16, Appendix. 

2. Josiah Willard, born September 30th, 1752. See below., 
3. William, born May 4th, 1757; died unmarried May 22d, 

1829. 
Henry Gibbs, Esq., died February 17th, 1759. Katherine 

his wife <lied May 31st, 1769. 

XII. JosIAH WILLARD Grnns, second son of Henry and 
Katherine Gibbs, was born September 30th, 1752, and mar­
ried, October, 1779, to Elizabeth \Varner, of Boston, born 
November, 1763. They had-
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r. \Villiam, born November 17th, 1780; married Sarah 
Poultney, of Philadelphia, and died November 15th, 
186y, at Bristol, Pa., without issue. 

z. Efo:abeth, born 11farch 20th, 1783: Jied unmarried. 
3. Josiah •.Villard, born September .22<l, 1785. See below. 
4. Amelia, born February 22d, I 788 ; died unmarried. 
,- Henry, brim February 19th, 1790; died Augu . .,;t 17th, 

1809, mimarried. 
G. Catherine, born April roth, I 792; died August 20th, I 792. 
7. Grnrge, born at Trenton, N.J., October 21st, 1793; died 

1842, unmarried. 
8 . .::1arriet Ann, horn October zcJ, 1795; <lied April 6th; 

1797· 
9. Henrietta, born March 17th. 1797; died July 26th, 1797. 

IO. l\faria I\fatilda, horn October 28th, r 801 ; died September 
7th, I 849, unmarried. 

Josiah \Villard Gibbs Jied iu Pliiladciphi:i, February 24th, 
1822. Elizabeth his wife died in Philadelphia, 1\lay 30th, 

U!24. 

XJII. Jr,-.JAll \V1r.Lti1<n Gnrns, born S(:ptcmbcr 2~rl, 1785, 
hirrl son of Josiah \Villard and Elizahctli Gibbs, was married, 
:cbruary 25th, Ig,,s, to lLrnnah, daught,:r (,f John Vanarsdall, 
,f Philaddphi::1. Their children ,,:crc-

r. Ame!i;i, horn December .23th, t,'1,i,<..;; di,,cl Jn1y 25th, 11)09. 

2. H cllr}', !Jorn February I 7th, I 8 ! o; drowned in the 
Schuylkill river, at Philadelphia, May I 3th, 1 ftp. 

3. Aaron Vanarsdall. horn /ipril 20th, 181 J; died unmarried 
in Philadelphia, Fcbrnary t)t.h, 1876. 

4. \Villiam, born August 20th, ; E: 13: cl . . c;, p. at Te:;;;inca, 
Mexico, Fcbrnary I st, I S4~(. 

> Elizabeth, born Octr,bcr I Ith. J '.J. I 5 _; rnarried { 1.) Frances 
S Innes, of East!ln, and i1acl issue; I 2.:, R.icharcl \V. 
Hamilton, of l'liihdclr,1,ia, and had nne child, who 
died young. 

6. Josiah \Villard, born November 5th, 1817; d. s. p. at 
Sacramento, Cal., February 1st, 1850. 

7. John \Vyckoff, born l\Iarch 28th, 1820. See below. 



16 

8. Euphemia, born August 28th, 1822; married A. Whitfield 
Dunham, of Clinton, N. J., and died June 13th, 1866, 
leaving issue one daughter. 

9. Maria Amelia, born November 27th, 1826; married 
Eugene Linnard, of Philadelphia, and died June I 3th, 
1876, leaving issue. 

IO. Abram Halsey, born September 13th, 1829; married 
May 31st, 1853, to Margaretta D., daughter of Levi 
Taylor, of Philadelphia, and had issue, viz.:-

I. Henry Willard, born December I 1th, 1855; died August 
24th, 1856. 

2. Mary Taylor, born February 4th, 1858; died May 14th, 
1877. 

3. Clementine Innes, born May 20th, 1 86o. 
Josiah Willard Gibbs; merchant, die<l October 24th, 1853. 

His wife Hannah died May 3d, 1859. 

XIV. JOHN WYCKOFF GIBBS, son of Josiah Willard and 
Hannah Gibbs, was born at Philadelphia, March 28th, 1820; 
married March I Ith, 1845, to Elizabeth Jane, youngest daughter 
of John* and Frances Strawbridge, of Philadelphia, and had-

I. Josiah Willard, born March 7th, 1846. 
z. Fanny Strawbridge, born November 26th, 1848. 
3. Elizabeth Strawbridge, born November 8th, 1851. 
4. John Strawbridge, born August 6th, 1855. 
5. Henry, born November 2d, 186o. 
John Wyckoff Gibbs died at Chestnut Hill, Philadelphia, 

May 18th, 1878, and is buried at St. Thomas's Church-yard, 
Whitemarsh, Penna. 

IV. 

HISTORY. 

I. ROBERT GIBBS, who emigrated to Boston about the year 
1658, was the fourth son of Sir Henry Gibbs, of Honington, 

*See" Autobiog. of John Strawbridge," MSS. of Historical Society of Pennsylvania. 



\Varwickshire. The htttcr, by the journals of the House of 
Commons, in the year 1640, suffered sequestration of his 
property, both real and pcr:wiwl; but whether Sir Henry was 
a political reformer, tinged with the Puritan principles of 
l lampton and J'ym, an advocate of Shaftesbury, or a follower 
of J"ing Charle,; I., ;ire quc~tions that cannot at this distant 
date bt: answered by any traditions which have come down 
to hi:-, descendants in America. \Ye arc equally ignorant 
of his n:li[;inu.s tcnds,-whcthcr ;t worshipper according to 
the teachings of L1ud, a non-conformist, or a separatist; or 
whether lie stood unpronounct:d in any of the extreme views 
hdct during- that stormy period, wlicn .sentiments enkrtained 
one day gave· place to opposite vie1ss on the next. Men's 
p«s,ion.s tossed to and fro by the turbulent waves of popular 
fac:ti,m, ,,r drifted away by hidden cnrrcnts of secret power, 
11·cnild account for the vacillation of even the best, who, to-day 
loyal to their sovereign, and sanguine of his faithful per­
formance of duty trJ his subjects, turn on the morrow from 
their allegiance, disheartened by broken trust,; and promises 
u!1ft:lfillcd, to ~.ed: j u,;ticc from those who have usurped the 
g<,vernmcnt, and arc striving to dethrone their king. \Ve 
c;tnnot define Sir 1 Icnry\ t1oliUcal and religious relation:,, but, 
whatever they may have be,:n, it is certain that his eldest son, 
Tiwnn:;, became pos,;csscd (>f the Hunington c:,tatc, which he 
afrcrwards sold to Sir Henry Parker. 

Sir Henry Gibbs marriuJ Elizabeth, daughter of Sir Thomas 
Temple, of Stow, Ducks, Baronet (see Xutc 8, Appendix), ·whose 
famrlr fi,r generations have filled positions of prominence under 
the British crO\vn with ;;uch <li~tinguished merit ;is to rcwlcr 
111rther allusion unnecessary. The children by this marriage 
\vt·re, Thorn as, who inherited the 1 l on inf~ton estates (sec chart); 
Kt!1ili, ot' \Vhaddon, county Hucb; lZob(;rt, of Boston, I\1ass.; 
anJ John, of B:uhtdocs. This Robert was adrnitt,:d a freeman 
Octuhcr 19th, I 6(>,i,':, and thus became entitled to full privilege 
of cili;.;en.-;J,ip in the colony. TwCl years after his arrival he 
nurriecl, Scptt:mbcr 7th, r66o, Elizabeth, daughter of Jacob 
Shcafo, a ,vcalthy merchant of Boston ; and a year or two later 

* 11 Colonial Records," Vol. iv., p. 458. 
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commenced building a house on Fort Hill, which is thus 
described by John Josselyn in his diary dated anno 1663 :­
" Boston is built on the south-west side of a bay large enough 
for the anchorage of five hundred sail of ships. The buildings 
are handsome, joyning one to the other as in London, with 
many large streets, most of them paved with pebble stones. 
In the High street, towards the Common, there are fair build­
ings, some of stone ; and at the east end of. the town, one 
among the rest, built by the shore by Mr. Gibs, a merchant,­
being a stately edifice, whi~h it is thought will stand him in 
little less than three thousand pounds before it is finished." 
The water-front property adjoining was long known as Gibbs's 
wharf, and a street or alley on which the house was situated 
was called Gibbs lane. This extended easterly from the east 
end of Cow lane (High street), terminating not far from his 
wharf The house must have presented an imposing appear­
ance, contrasted with the humble tenements which remain as 
evidences of the architecture of that period. It seems to have 
been regarded with much favor as late as 1686, when Sir 
Edmund Andros, the new governor, enjoyed the hospitality 
afforded beneath its roof. But the billeting of his sixty red 
attendantst for a year and a half upon the family was thought 
too expensive an appreciation of good lodging and cheer, if 
we may judge from the subsequent lawsuit.t There is little 
left to tell of those who tenanted the Fort Hill house. Three 
portraits are extant, however, and said to be among the earliest 
executed in America. These were of the children of Robert 
and Elizabeth Gibbs. In those primitive times critics did not 
abound to condemn as barbarous caricatures the artistic pro­
ductions that served to adorn the walls of this" elegant house;" 
and the stiffly-drawn figures were no doubt as pleasing to the 
eyes of those inflexible colonists as the higher style and more 
graceful outline are to the demands of their more liberal 
descendants of the present day. The portrait of the eldest 
child, Robert, is thus described by Miss Gibbs, of Cam-

t Judge Sewell wrote: in his diary, December 24th, 1686 :-" About sixty red-coats are 
brought to town, landed at Pool's wharf, where drew up, and fifty marched to Mr. Gibb1's 
house at Fort Hill. "-Holme.r'1 Annal.r, I., .µq. 

t "Drake's History of Boston," from odginal documents. 



bridge :-"The picture now (1879) in the possession of Miss 
Sarah B. Hag-ar, of \Veston, Mas,;,, bc,1r,-; the inscription '.1Et. 
47;, 1670,' in large an<l d1Stinct characters, but the artist's 
name is not to bc found. Ii is still in the original frame, and 
the colors arc very wdl preserved. The chil<l, Robert Gibbs, 
has golden hair ba11gcd over the fon:hcacl and in long curls 
behind; he also wears a large, square collar like little boys of 
the present day; but below the shouldcr:o the rc:scmblanC(: 
ends. The dress is of a dctrk brown, the skirt trimmed with 
fur; the :,)ecvcs arc open in front to show an inner sleeve and 
ruffles of bwn. He wears an aµron. of white lawn, a:; iong as 
the dress.;, with a square bib. The shoes are bun, with broad, 
square toes and thick -;oles. H c st;tndc; on a floor of black 
and white marblc,-onc hand restinf:: on bis side, the other 
extended, holclin~; a pair uf gloves. l\Irs . ..,\µplcton, widow 
of the late secretary of the X E. Historical Society, is the 
possessor of portraits of the other children,-Hcnry, after­
wards minister in \\'atertown, Mass., and ?.Tarzaret, who died 
young. They were painted evidently hy the sanw artist, and 
are standing tipon the same lilack Jnd v,hitc marble floor. 
The l.iny is only a year and a half old. but stands bolt upright; 
has a little red wo,,den birJ in one Jund, and wears a white 
cap tied undt.:r his chin. The girl is seven, and <lrt.:ssed as 
thoubh she were twenty.'' The ,Hiter has thus minutely 
described these relics, that their identity may be preserved. 

Thc political opinions of the emigrant, l{obcrt, were loyal 
to King Charles II., and opposed to t]ic:: "rump" doctrine of 
piacing- all the law in t11e hands of the people, as may be 
inferred from his action in support of the king's commis­
sioners, for p:trticulars of which, reference is made to Note I I, 

/\ppendix. i\)thou;;h disposed tn yi<:ld allcgi,rncc to the 
kinl:; so far a,; hi::; duty as a loyal sul1,icct called inrn, he was 
no doul1t in sympathy with the popubr religion of \lassa­
chusctts Colony; for his wife was (,111: of tbc original members 
of the Old South, his son a mini'-tt'r of that denomination, 
and his grandson, Henry, oi Newton, a bitter opponent of the 
Established Church of England. 
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Robert Gibbs died December, 1674. His wife afterwards 
married Hon. Jonathan Corwin.judge Supreme Court of Mas­
sachusetts. The children of Robert Gibbs were, ( r .) Robert, 
who married Mary Shrimpton (see Genealogy, Note I 2, Ap­
pendix); ( 2.) Margaret, who died young; (3.) Jacob, who died 
unmarried; and (4.) HENRY. 

II. The last named was born October 8th, 1668; graduated 
at Harvard College in 1686. He married Mercy, daughter 
of William and Elizabeth Greenough, June 9th, 1692. Two 
years previous ( 1690) he, although not yet ordained, received 
a unanimous call to Watertown, as an assistant to the 
Rev. John Baily, upon a salary of £40 a year. This sum, 
with most probably an income from his father's estate, 
rendered the young clergyman "passing rich." He at once 
accepted the situation, and for two years they continued 
their duties together, when Mr. Baily removed to Boston, 
leaving Henry Gibbs the only minister in the town, at a time 
when the question concerning the location of a new meeting­
house was becoming troublesome. Part of the congregation 
were anxious to have a new building in the centre of the 
town; while the others, with Mr. Gibbs at their head, held to 
the old site. The discussion grew into dissension, which 
finally resulted in a separation of the parish,-the majority 
choosing to erect a ncv,r house in the desired position, and 
the richer members remaining with their minister in the old 
building at the western end of \Vatertown. The malcontents, 
as soon as they were established in their new meeting-house, 
offered l\Ir. Gibbs the charge of the parish, but this he 
promptly dt:clined, declaring that he would not "even preach 
for one day in their house,"-a remark indicating a man of 
spirit, and of temper not altogether lamb-like. The Rev. 
Henry was evidently not disposed to be dictated to nor 
driven contrary to his will,-traits of obstinacy which seem 
to pretty generally characterize his descendan' s. 

It was about this time (1696) that the absurd and terrible 
delusion, belief in witchcraft, had reached its height. The 
ministers, almost without exception, were insane upon the 
subject. Persecutions, tortures, and executions had been 
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carried to such lengths that men were appalled at their own 
deeds of fanaticism, and were beg-inning to question the 
reason for their actions; although Harvard Cullt:ge and its 
coterie of literati_ seemed the most oLstinate and stupid in 
their o_µinions of the poor unfortunates, as welJ as unrelenting 
in persecution. The Rev. Henry, to say the least. did not 
denounce the prevailing mania as a savage superstition. for he 
records in his diary, at the committal of fifty--one persons, 
"wonders I saw, but how to judge I am at a loss .. , 

Many nf his sermons are preserved in the family, and 
although neatly and beautifully written, the characters are 
so small as to be ilkgible without the aid of a magnifying 
gi.:t."5. His published .c;crmons art', (L) "Artillery Election 
Sermon,'' Boston, 1704, 1(imo.; (2.) "Bethany; or, House 
of :'>fourning," r7q (sec Princ:c',; YIS. Cat. (,f ?\. E. Lib.); 
(3.) "The Blessedness of those whose sins arc forgiven," 
Boston, r 72 I ; (4.) "Godly Children their Parents' Joy," 
Hoston, 1727. 

He continued in charge of the \Vatcrtown parish until his 
death, Octobc:· 2lst, 1723. J\ tombstone in thit town records 
hi:-; many virtues in Latin. Sec: Note IO, Appendix. 

IIis children \\'ere, (1.) Efo:11,dh; /2.) :'>1crcy. ,vhn marrit:d 
Rev. Benjamin 1'rcsco1t, of ::,;ilcm; (3.J :\larg·,iret, who mar­
ried kcv. Ailtllanicl i\ppkt,_, 11, of Carnhrid,~c; 14.) Henry, \rho 
died an infant; (:;.) Vv'i!Jiam. who was drowned \\'hen eleven 
years old; {6.) :\lchctabk, who married Benjamin ;\farston; 

(7- i III. I IENI<\', horn at Watertown, :\lay 13th, I 709; gradu­
ated at Harvard College in I 726. He most likely cuntinucJ 
his associ:,tion with the collcg·e, as he lie!d the office of 
librarian from l 7 30 to I 7 34. The study of kttcrs was cx­
chan;.;,.:d for the more active life: of husinc-;s at S;tlcm, in those 
cLty::: a port 0f greater ronscquenu· tli,rn Boston; and on 31st 
of J;rnuarr, 1739, married .\largarct, dauf_,;hkr of };ev, Jabez 
Fitch, of 1-'ortsmuuth. His wife died about four years after, 
leaving- two daughters, l\'Iargarct and .\'lcrcy. ln 1747 he 
married for' his second wile Katherine, dau~hkr of the l !011, 

No-rr..-Respccting 1-(ev. Htnry fj)bhs, sc::e "B.arber's- Histurica.1 Cuflecti<,ns of Massa­
chusetU;., "Bond's History of \Vatt:nowJL" 
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Josiah \Villard, secretary of Massachusetts Colony. See Note 
15, Appendix. It would seem that our ancestor's union to 
this lady was only accomplished by reason of his worth and 
integrity of character and possessing Christian virtues ; for 
her father thus wrote: "I have disposed of my daughter in 
marriage to Mr. Gibbs, brother-in-law to Mr. Appleton. * * 
I have not been solicitous to leave a great estate to my 
children, but my main concern with respect tn their partners 
in marriage is, that they should be persons of real piety; and 
unless I could have found some good ground to think Mr. 
Gibbs is such a person, no other consideration could have 
induced me to be favorable to this match. He is a man of 
so universal good education, that I am persuaded Katy will 
be very happy with him." 

A cotemporary remarked of Mrs. Gibbs, "that she was a 
lady of polished education and manners, and supported an 
amiable character."* Certainly the description given would 
indicate congenial qualities, and we may infer that mutual 
happiness was the result of their marriage. 

Henry Gibbs was not only a faithful husband but a respected 
citizen, serving the public in the various offices of delegate and 
representative of th<.: town of Salem to the General Court; 
judge of Common Pleas in Essex county, from 1754 to r759; 
judge of the General Court, and clerk of the l I ouse. He died 
at Boston, February 17th, 1759, while <.:ngaged in his legis­
lative duties. He retained his place on the Bench until his 
death.t Katherine his widow died May 31st, 1769. Their 
children were, (r.) Henry(see Note 16,AppcndixJ; (2.)Josiah 
Willard, and (3.) William. 

IV. JosrAH WILLARD Grnns was born September 30th, 1752, 
and received his ed11cation partly from his relative, Rev. Dr. 
John Willard, of Stafford, Conn., but appears not to have 
taken a college course. Together with his dder brother, 
William, he began business in Hoston as an importer of hard­
ware; but the troubles of the Revolution were at hand, and 
before that port was closed by General Gage, they removed 

• '"'Willard Memorial,'' pages 4-o-2-3. 
t "Judicial History:• 



their goods to Hartford, from thence to New York, and finally 
to Philadelphia; their several changes l,eing influenced by the 
progress of the war. It is most probable that our ancestor's 
associations continued intimate with the vicinity of Boston 
until 1779, when he married .\liss Elizabeth \Varner, of that 
city,-a young lady of just sixteen,--himself a young man of 
twenty-seven, but senior to his wife hy eleven years. Such 
precocity, manifested in those jogging times. seldom finds its 
paralicl in these our days of steam and lightning rapidity, and 
may well serve to chide any laggard descendant who is yet 
siligle. 

A tradition exists that, during the war with Great Britain, 
the firm of J. W. & W. Gibbs fitted out a privateer. This 
vessel captured a large East Indiaman, richly laden, on her 
homeward passage, and safely convoyed her valuable prize to 
.. vithin sight of our coast, when a British man-of-war bore 
down upon the hithe1to lucky cruiser, and compelled her to 
strike her fiag and relinquish her spoils. 

About 1790, they were doing an extensive and profitable 
importing and shipping business. \Villiam Gibbs had visited 
Europe some four years previous, where he doubtless estab­
lishe<l adv;intageous connections. The family were 110w 
thoroug·hly identified with Philadelph:a, and seemed smiled 
upon by Fortune. Durin:,; the fearful \'i,;itation of the yellow 
fever in the summer of 1793, with most of the merchants and 
public institutions they moved to the village of Germantown, 
about six miles from Philadelphia, and occupied a house on 
the Main street north of Linden. Near by them was Thomas 
Jefferson, Secretary of State, in the building afterwards used 
by the Bank of Germantown; and in the academy on School 
lane the Bank of the United States sought refuge. The writer 
was told this fact when a boy attending school the-re, and 
remembers a feeling of awe experienced in peering through 
the iron bars of the cellar windows, at the thought that piles 
of gold were there deposited in the dark days of tbe plague. 

The German farmers, returning to their homes, would often, 
on seeing the name Gibbs, inquire if it meant "gyps," their 
abbreviation of gypsum, which they wished to buy and carry 
back. 
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The family were further removed to Trenton, N. J., where 
George, the fourth son, was born in October of that year. 
The children of Josiah Willard Gibbs were afforded every 
intellectual and social advantage that wealth and respecta­
bility could give, but at an evil hour reverses came. One of 
their ships laden with coffee went down just inside the 
Delaware capes; disaster followed disaster, culminating in 
their reduction from affluence to the verge of penury. With 
but one exception, the second son, Josiah \Villard, they were 
incapable of battling with necessity. The bitter distress of 
mind wrought by their misfortunes brought several to the 
grave. Josiah Willard Gibbs died February 24th, 1822; his 
wife Elizabeth died May 30th, 1824. William Gibbs, during 
his visit abroad, had been received at the court of Louis XVI. 
and Marie Antoinette, just as that brilliant sun of French 
royalty was hastening to its setting amid those bright clouds 
that were soon to gather across it, black and tempestuous, in 
the dismal night of the Revolution. A relic of that luxurious 
court remains in the possession of the family,-a yellow satin 
suit worn by him there. A letter is also preserved, directing 
the officials of the Vatican to procure for " Mr. Gibbs, an 
American gentleman," an audience of His Holiness the Pope; 
but the honor of kissing the Pope's toe could hardly have 
been fully appreciated by one reared in the tenets of Presby­
terianism. Speaking French and Italian with fluency rendered 
his association with fon:igners particularly agreeable ; and 
living a bachelor in Hamilton Village (West Philadelphia), 
was doubtless to enjoy the congenial society of the French 
residing there. 

V. Upon Jo:=;1AH \VILLARD Gums, born September 22d, 
1785, devolved the respomibility of c;upporting his father's 
family. He was already marricc.1 and taxed with the cares 
and expenses of his own increasing family. This rendned 
the additional burden still more grievous ; but on no one 
could this duty have fallen who was l>etter qualified to bear it. 
Whatever feelings of pride he may have sufft:red in accepting 
his altered and straitened circumstances, he was stimulated to 
meet adversity bravely, and hope for better things in the 



future, by the moral support of his wife,-a woman of 
practical good sense, and of more than ordinary personal 
attractions. She was the daughter of John Van;usdall and 
his wife, Hannah Gulick. BrcJ in the old-style Dutch cus­
toms of her ancestors, the settlers of ~ew Amstcn.lam, she 
was well suited to assist her husband in his efforts to regain 
his losses. Tht:ir house was situated at the north-east corner 
C>f Fourth and Arch streets, and in those days considered one 
of the finest and larg,:st in Philadelphia. The lower floor was 
the store: the upper portion, as was then customary, being 
used for the dwelling. Herc they li\'C:d for about twenty 
years. when, having amassed a fortune of quite $300,000, he 
concluded to retirf' from active bn:-incss and remove to the 
country. He acconlingly bouglit the wcil-known beautiful 
place "Springl,rook," on the Dcl;rn·;u-e near Holmesburg, 
eventually a part of the deceased actor Edwin Forrest's estate. 
Shortly after locating at "Springl>rook ·· he was induced to 
embark in a heavy cotton speculation that promised immense 
profits. An agent was dispatched ll'ith a large amount of 
depreciated Southern bills, which, when presented in the 
South, would be acc<c:pted at par. The venture would have 
been immensely profitable had tl1e ;igcnt complied 'Sith 
instructions and acted in good faith; but he did neither, 
and the result \\·;is the entire los-: of hi-. property. "Spring­
brook" was sold, and again did he '' feel the penalty of 
Adam,"-t() "earn his bread hy the S\\·eat of his brow." l\1y 
honored father had just graduated from Princeton College 
/Class of '39), and ,v..1s desirous of adopting a profession, but 
thic; project he was rr..:luctantly compdlcJ to ab,m<lon for the 
unsuited life of trade; but duty to his fath,:r was a stron;:;er 
incentive than advantagcc to himself. \Vith the assi.c;tance of his 
other sons, and an am,,unt of money which his prudent wif.__. had, 
unknown to him, saved from lhe bountiful aliowances for house­
hold expenses during proc;pcrous days, he was enabled to rise 
;;gain ,tbovc his troubles ancl g,ithcr tog-,ithcr a compcknce. He 
<lied OctuLcr 24th, 1853. None of l'liiladclphia's merchants 
have ever shown a clearer record for integrity, liberality, and 
honesty of purpose. His faults were almost virtues; unsus-



p1c1ous, he confided to his mJury; yielding and amiable in 
disposition, he suffered much from those who did not appre­
ciate an affectionate and sympathetic friend. In political 
opinions he was a Federalist and \Vhig; in religion, a Pres­
byterian, though not a professing member of that church. 
His wife survived him until May 3d, 1859. They are both 
buried in the family lot at Laurel Hill. 

Henry, their second son, was considered one of the hand­
somest men in Philadelphia, but of a proud, wayward disposition 
that could ill brook the restraints of those he termed" inferiors." 
He made several voyages to China and South America ; from 
the last of these he returned to take that long one we all must 
make upon the ocean of eternity. He was drowned in the 
Schuylkill river, near Peters' island, May 13th, 1842. Henry 
died unmarried. 

\Villiam, third son, died without issue at Tessinea, Mexico. 
Josiah Willard, fourth son, graduated from Princeton College 
in the Class of '38. Though cultivated in mind and manners, 
and having every prospect of a successful .career, he was 
induced, through untoward circumstances, to embark for the 
then newly discovered gold fields of California. He died s. p. 
at Sacramento City, February ISt, I 850, shortly after his arrival, 
of disease contracted through exposure and privations; his 
fate, alas ! but a type of many others whose hopes of" striking 
good luck" in "El Dorado" were never realized. 

Aaron Vanarsdall Gibbs and John Wyckoff Gibbs, with 
their youngest brother, A. Halsey Gibbs, continued the busi­
ness of J. W. Gibbs & Sons, importers of dry goods. The 
last-named brother retired from the firm a few years after, and 
removed to a country place near Doylestown, leaving the two 
remaining brothers as sole partners till the year 1861, when 
the terrible financial "crash" incident to the civil war affected 
them so severely as to compel a dissolution. Their repu­
tation for straightforwardness in dealing was well known and 
appreciated. The writer is now, in this lapse of nearly twenty 
years, often gratified with attestations to their scrupulous 
integrity. The distress from loss of property was, we may 
thank God, ameliorated by the thought that misfortune was 
not attended with dishonor. 



Utter failure of health prevented my father from again 
embarking in business, and he determined to remove v,:ith his 
family from our home in Gcrm.mtown, Philadelphia, into the 
country, where a means of living more economically was 
afforded. After nearly ten years of exile from society, we 
returned to Philadelphia; hut the pleasure of a renewal of 
old friendships and associations was brief; disease had at 
last sapped the fountain of iife, and in ,t frw months he <lied. 
The racking pains of gout were borne for nearly twenty years 
with the patience of a stoic, and the dispensations of Pn,vi­
dence with the resignation of a Christian. Fond of study, 
and gifted with a mind extraordinarily clear and retentive, 
reading was a pleasure of which he never tired. Having 
visited Europe several times in his younger days, he took a 
lively and appreciative interest in event,; transpiring there, and 
could remember with astonishing accuracy all that he had 
seen. "The pleasures of memory'' were to him truly a balm, 
and to his children an advantage they too little estimated. 

His family having for generations held the Presbyterian 
faith, he was, in early life, a strict adherent of its doctrines; 
but circumstances in later years brought him under influences 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church, and on the 25th of June, 
1873, he received the rite of confirmation at home,-his health 
being, even then, too infirm to endure the fati;;ue of the service 
at church. This choice, made deliberately and intelligently, 
brightened the close of his life. 

His loyalty to Republican principles was intense, though 
not from bitterness towards the South. by which he had lost 
all, for malice found no harbor in his heart. 

A too retiring and sensitive disposition -was the weak point 
of this man, who possessed in all its phasc;:s that eminent 
quality of a Christian,-charity. To his children he has left, 
as an inheritance, the remembrance of an affectionate father, a 
faithful friend, a wise counsellor, and a good man. 





APPENDIX. 

Kon, I.-- ( Letter JI. de Sa!!is,j British flJusmm. Arms. "The arms 
and crest, as described, were copied from nrigi11al MS. in British ~1uscum, 
London, and certified pedi,;ree taken at the Herald's dsitatioll in 16r9, 
by Sampson Lawrence, Bluemantel, and Aug. Vincent, Roug-edragon, 
deputies for \Yilliam Camden, Clarenceux, king-at-arms. There is 1/0 

1;ra11t of the crest; but the family showed these arms and crest as their 
right at the visitation in 1619, and it was so entered by the uflicials, and 
consequently so borne by all descendants of that family. The College 
of Arms does not possess this MS. The hook is a cerhjied visitation. 
As regards the motto 'Tenax Prop,,siti,' it is borne hy most of the 
Gibbs families descended frull! Devon, &c. and \Varwickshire branches. 
but its use is quite ad libitum. There is not a motto given to the 
Honing-ton branch, hut some Glbbes who claim to be descendants adopt 
it because it has evidently been the motto of the family from which the 
Honington branch sprang." 

EXTRACTS RELATING TO THE GrnnSES OF HoNINGTON. 

[Taken.from •'Dwgdale'.s Jl"'arwicksllire.") 

Non, 2.-" KinPton Hunclr,,d. Honington. Thie; is une of those 
towns that Earl Leofrik, in the first year of King Edwm d the Con­
fessor's reign, ga\'e b the Monastery of CovENTRE ;it the Foundation 
thereof; and in the Conqueror's time was rated at 5 hides having 4 l\lills 
yielding ]iv. s. iv. d. per annum; but the whole value is, by the Survey 
then made, certified at xii. wherein it is written Ht1NITONE: From 
which time f,,rwards, tilt the general! dissolution of the l\lonasteries, it 
did continue tu that religious house, so that therl' is ll(Jt much remarkable 
thereof, other than that in 33. H. 3. [1248] the 1\l(}llks demised it unto 
Raph de Leicestre, Canon of LICHFIELD, to hold during- his life, top.ether 
with the advowson of the Church; and that in 41. If. :,. [12~6] thl'.y 
obtained a charter• of FREE ll'ARREN in all their demt·s11 la11ds here: As 
also' that the Tenants thereof, besides their several! Rents, performed 
snndry services, every other day from the Feast of St.Jo//11 flap/isl till 
J}fic haehnasse; but if the Lord would emplny them in mowing- before 
;Y:ir!summer day, then to allow them for their work : for which services 
they were to have one .1\Iutton, or viii. d. with viii. loaves of Bread and 

"Cart.p. H. 3. m, 4- • ln,1. per H. Nott. &c. f. 108 b. &c. 
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a Cheese, as also iv. d. in money, they being to carry Hay out of the 
Lord's meadow, and to mow with one man a piece for a day and a half; 
and moreover, that each of them should come to the Lord's Reap with 
all his family, excepting his \Vifc, where he was to reap two lands and 
carry them; but to perform no other service for that day: and likewise 
plow four times in the year, scil. two selions a piece; as also sow and 
harrow the same, having seed found at the Lord's barn; and lastly to 
harrow two days a piece, givi·ng x. eggs and i. d. for every Alehouse, and 
repair the Lord's Pool as often as need should require. All which said 
Tenants were to pay unto the Lord xvii. s. iv. d. for antient aid, and for 
carriage of Fish iii. s. iv. d.per annum. As also vi. s. viii. d. for main­
tenance of his Corn Cart; and every two yard land to carry one load of 
wood from PACKWOOD to this town; in which week they should do no 
other work : but none of them to sell his' Horse-Colt without License 
of the Lord. The Cottiers, being xvi. in number, did then also perform 
such like services; every one of them paying four Hens, one Cock, and 
five eggs, which they were to carry...unto CovENTRE. Of these Free­
holders was Nicholas Trimenell, the chief, who held' seven yard land of 
said Monks by the service of the tenth part of a Knight's Fee. All 
which before specified, was with the Rectory and Advowson of the 
Vikaridge in consideration of 786 li. 07 s. o6 d. past• to Robert Gybbcs, of 
HoNYNGTON, Gentleman, and his heirs, 28. Apr. 32, H. 8. [1540] to hold 
in Capite by the tenth part of Knight's Fee, paying 04 li. 07 s. 04 d. ob. 
yearly to the King, his heirs and successors. \Vhich Robert dyed• seized 
thereof IO. Aug. 5. & 6. Ph. & /If. [1558] leaving issue Robert his son 
and heir 30 years of age, who was the father of Sir Ralph Gibbs, Knight, 
and he of Sir Henry Gibbs, that enjoyed it [in ann. 1640. It was after­
wards purchased by Sir Henry Parker, Bart., who built here a handsome 
Seat, and rebuilt the Church, and lies buried in it."} 

"Patroni Ecclesire Incumbentes, et tempora Instit de Honyton, vel 
Honington. 

" Patroni Vicarire. 

"Rob. Gibbs de Hanington, ar. 

"Rad. Gibbs, ar. 

"Rad. Gibbs, miles. 

"[Henry Gibbs, mil. 

Incumbentes, et tempora Instit. 

D.Joh. Heynes. Cler. xxvi. Oct. 1584. 
[v.p. r.] 

Georgius Ball, Cler. ix. Jlfartii, r6oo. 
[v.p. res. Thorn. Colley, Cl.] 

Thomas Brownent, Cler. xxiii. Jan. 
16o7. [v. p. r.] 

Rz'c. Barlowe, Cler. A. B. xxii. Nov. 
1643. [v. p. m. T. Rrownent.J" 

"Kineton Hundred. Bradmore. This place, taking its name from the 
flat and low situation thereof, is a member of HoNINGTON, * * * * 

r Inq. per H. Nott. &c. f. 109 b. 
• Pat. 32. H. 8. p. 7. 
, l,;sc. 1 Eliz. 



By the Act of Dissolution in 30. H. 8. it came with HoNINGTON to the 
Crown, as parcell of the lands bdonging to the Priory of CoYENTRE: 

and so being; invohed with that l\lannour in the Patent t<> Rol,<:rt Gibbs, 
was in 1640 the inheritance of Sir llenry Gibbs before specified." 

NOTE 3.-i\ claim has been made by certain of the Gibbes family in 
En~land, that they are descended of Anthuny, the son of Robert Gibbes 
and l\largery Prideaux. I am unable tu reconcile kgitimate descent, by 
reason of the folkming extract from his will:-" Anthony Gihhes, of 
Honington, county \Varwick, Esquire. \Vil! dated 10th November. 1586, 
p. r857. Barrister of the Middle Temple. Names his dt'ceased father, 
Robert Gibbes; his brothers and sisters, ]{alph, Katherine, Thomas, 
Frances, Tristram, and Edward; hrothn-in-law Nich. Browne; mother­
in-law Katherine Gibbes; brother-in-law Thos. Tickeridge, husband of 
his sister; brother-in-law John Br~·an. Speaks of the -~l'paration of the 
bridge of Ikng-eworth. Proceedings in Chancery, 2 Efo;aheth, g-G., 14, 
15-63. Ralph GilJhes, \Varwick. June 17tl1, 1587. 'Bill of complaint 
of R;liph Gibbes, of Honing-ton, county \\'arwick, Gent, one of the sons 
of Robert Gihhes, late of Ilonington, deceased, shewing that Anthony 
Gibbes, eldest son of Robert, was seized of the manor of Honing-ton. 
He in J\lichaelmas last suftered a common recovery of the premises unto 
Richard Champion, which was to the use of Anthony an<l his heirs, and 
in drfa11/f o_f issue then to the uses expressed by Robert Giblws for the 
preferment of his younger sons, and after such satisfaction, then to the 
use of Ralj,h. for term of his life and his heirs in successiun; remainder 
to Thomas Gihhes, another brother of /\nthony.' r'\nthony died on 
Christmas la~t, at the house of John Bryan, citizcc,n of London, after 
whose death one Nich. Browne, of Compton \Vynnyattes, C(junty \\·ar­
wick, obtained the key of "\nthony's study at Honiugtou, and obtained 
possession of bis papers, &c." 

Non: 4.---Records Westminster Abbey. '' December 12th, 1710, buried 
Mrs. Anne Gil,lis in middle aisle of J\libey; daughter of a :\Ir. Stow, of 
city of Canterbury, and sister <,f Joann<· Meiggs. (See her marriage, 7th 
August, 1673, and note then·to.) She was the relict nf Dr. Charles 
Gibbs (sixth son of Sir l<alph, (If Huningtun, county \Vanvick, KqightJ, 
who was horn at H<>ningtu11, 4th November, 1604; matriculated at 
Oxford from Magdalen Hall, 26th June, 1621; was rector of Gamblingay, 
county Cambridge, from 16.,8 t" 1647, and afterwards taught school at 
Canterbury. He became rector (1f SanforJ-rivers. county Essex, 30th 
April, 1661; was created I.J. lJ. at Oxford, 7th J\fay, 1662, and c,n the 21st 
of same month installed prebendary of Westminsttr. He died 16th 
Scpttmber, 1681, aged 77, and w;.i~ buried at Sanford-rivers. Her will, 
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as of \Vestminster, dated 8th April, 1707, with a codicil, August 3d, 1710, 
was proved 4th January, 1710--JI, hy her nephew, Henry Hawter, her 
residuary legatee." 

Non: 5.-Sir Edw,1rd Dering having taken a prominent part in Parlia­
ment against the usurpatiun of King- Charles I. and Archbishop Laud, 
has by historians been termed a violent Puritan; but his speeches, 
puhlished 1n London, pron, to the contrary. See "Southey's Common­
place Book." 1 !is estates were confiscated l.,y the commonwealth, but 
subsequently restored on proof of same hm·ing been inherited by his 
wife, a daughter of Sir Ralph Gibbes. 

Sir Edward Dering married for his third wife Unton, daughter of 
Sir Ralph Gibhes, Knight, who died in 1676, by whom he left­

r. Henry, of H.itington, county Kent, married and had issue. 
z. Sir Edward, knighted 1680, d. s. p. 
;;. Uurothy married Thomas English, of Buckland, Kent, Esq. 
Sir Edward Dering died June 22d, 1644. 

NOTE 6.--Lineaj;"e ('J Hawley, of Buckland. Created baronet March 
14th, 1643; extinct Angnst 24th, 1774. 

I. FRANCIS HAWLEY, Esq., county Somerset, raised troop of horse in 
1642 for royal cause, and, in consideration of other services rendered 
Charles I., was created baronet and made a peer of Ireland, as Lord 
Hawley, Baron of l>onamore, July, 1646. He had a son, Francis, who 
married Gertrude, cla11ghtcr of Richard Githens, of Cork, Esq . and had 
issue:-

1. Francis, wllu succcukd to his grandfather. 
z. Richard, who married Jane, daughter uf --- Harbin, of Som­

erset, aud had issm·,-Richard, Eli,:abeth, l\lary, and Catherine, 
svcond wife of Rohl·.rt Napier, of Dorset, Esq. 

Lon1 Hawley died December 22d, 1684, .IE 76, and was succeeded by 
his grandson. 

II. Sir FRANCIS lL\\\"LEY, second Lord Hawley, who married Elizabeth 
Ramsay, daughter o! Earl of Dalhousie, and had­

r. Francis, his heir. 
2. \Villiam marric,d, 1725, Annie, daughter of A.tkins Gravesend. 
3. Rachel. 
4. Elizabeth. 
5. Gertrude. 
Lord Ilawley died l\lay 30th, 1743, and was succeeded by his sun. 

III. Sir FRANCIS HAWLEY, third Lord Hawley, Lieutenant-Governor 
of Antigua, who married Margaret, daughter of Thomas Tyrrell, Esq,, 
of London, d. s. p. 24th August, 1772, when baronetcy expired. 
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NoTE 7.-Sir William Saville married (1.) Anne, daughter of Thomas, 
Lord Coventry, and had­

George, Jiis successor. 
Henry, ,-ice-chamberlain Charles II. 
Anne married Earl of Plymouth. 
Margaret. 
He died June 24th, 1643, and was succeeded by his son, Sir George 

Saville, created peer, as Viscount Halifax, by Charles II., 1668, and 
afterwards Marquis of Halifax. 

ANCESTRY OF ELIZABETH, WIFE OF SIR HENRY Grnm,. 

[Takenfrom "A Col/ins's Petrage o/ England," Vol. iv.,fj. 247-2.,-3.] 

AOTE 8.-r. Leofrick, Earl of J\1ercia, who-as his earldom contained 
the counties of Chester, Leicester, &c.-was sometimes styled Earl of 
Chester, and also of Leicester; and, according to Sir William Dugdale, 
was a descendant from Leofrick, Earl of Leicester, in the time of Ethel­
bald, who succeeded to the Merdan throne, A. D. 716. The first men­
tioned Leofrick died on August 31st, 105i (16 Edw. Confessor), and was 
buried at Coventry in a convent which he built ahout the beginning of 
the reign of the said Edward the' Confessor, and endowed with no Jess 
than twenty-four lordships, and \Vhich probably gayc name to that city. 
He married the famous Gudiva. * '* * * Leofrick by his countess, 
whu was dau;;hter of Thoruld, a sheriff of Lincolnshire, had three sons,­
Algar, Earl of Mcrcia, w!i<J died in 1059; Montgomery, and Henry. 

2. This Henry was living in the reign of\Villiam the Conqueror, and 
was wrote Henry del Tern pk, from a manor so called near Bosworth, in 
Leic<:stershire- His descendants bore the arms of the Earls of Leicester, 
viz.: Or., an eagle displayed, sable, membered and beaked gules, which 
were app('.ndant t<> a deed to the abbey of Polworth, in \Varwickshire, as 
Mr. Burton affirms in his description of Leicestershire, who has made it 
appear that the family had their surname from the said manor of Temple, 
which, according to him, the E?-rls of Leicester gave to the Knights 
Templars, and they tu this Henry, styled of great aaount and livelihood 
in those parts. This Henry de] Temple left issue Ge/fry. 

3. Geffry had a son John. 
4. John was living- in the reign of King Henry I., and was succeeded 

by his son, Henry de> Temple. 
5. Henry de Temple, by his wife l\la1,d, daughter uf Sir John Ribbes­

ford, Knight, had Henry de Temple. 
6. Henry de Temple was lord of the manors of Temple and Little 

Shepey in the reign of King John, and was father of Richard. 
7. Richard de Temple married Catherine, daughter of Thomas Langley, 

and was father of Nicholas de Temple. 
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8. Nicholas de Temple, who (14 Edw. II.) gave lands to the abbey 
of Maraval, in Warwickshire. This Nicholas hy his wife---, daughter 
of Sir Roger Corbet, of Sibbeston, in Leicestershire, Knight, had Richard, 
his heir. 

9. Richard Temple married Agnes, daughter of Sir Ralph Stanley, and 
by her was father of Nicholas. 

10. Nicholas Temple wedded Maud, daughter of John Burguillon, of 
Newton, in the county of Leicester, and by her had Robert, his son and heir. 

rr. Robert Temple is mentioned in deeds, 9 Hen. V. and 3 Heu. VI., 
and having married Joan, daughter of William Shepey, of Great Shepey, 
in Leicestershire, was, by her, father of three sons,-Nicholas (who died 
in 15o6); Robert (father of Richard Temple, of Burton under Need­
wood, in Staffordshire); and Thomas, mentioned below. With her he 
also had the manor of Great Shepey, as also Cunston, Bilston, and 
Atterton, in the same county. 

12. Thomas Temple was seated at ,vhitney, in Oxfordshire, and having 
married Mary, daughter of Thomas Gedney, Esq., left William. 

13. \Villiam Temple, his son and heir, wedded Isabel, daughter and 
heir of Henry Everton, Esq., and by her was father of Thomas. 

14. Thomas Temple, of\Vhitney, espoused Alice, daughter and heir of 
John Heritage, of Burton Derset, in \Varwickshire, and by her had two 
sons,-Robert Temple, of Whitney, and Peter Temple. 

15. Peter Temple, 7 Edw. VI., had a grant of the manor of Merston 
Boteler, in the county of Warwick, being then wrote of Dersert in the 
same county; and also purchased the said manor of Dersert in 2 Eliz. 
This Peter was likewise owner of the manor of Stow, in Buckinghamshire, 
where his descendants fixed their residence. He wedded Millicent, 
daughter of \Villiam Jekyll, of Newington, in Middlesex, and by heF, who 
was !Juried at Stow, December 6th, 1582, was father of two sons,-John, 
hereafter mentioned, and Anthony, father of Sir William Temple. Ac­
cording to the inscription on his sepulchral mar!Jle (on which there have 
also !Jeen two portraitures) in the church of Dersct, he died at Stow, on 
May 28th, 1577. 

16. John Temple, their eldest son, who took to wife Susan, daughter 
and heir of Thomas Spencer, of Everton, in Northamptonshire, Esq., and 
by her had six sons an<l six daughters, as appears by an English inscrip­
tion on a monument in the church of Derset, where the said John and 
Susan lie interred. Under the above-mentioned English inscription are 
these lines in Latin :-

Cur liberos hie plurimos, 
Cur hie amicos Plurimos, 
Et plurimas pecunias, 
Vis scire cur reliquerit? 
Tempellus ad plurcs abiit. 

His sons were, Sir Thomas, of whom hereafter; George, who died an 
infant; John Temple, of Franckton, in \Varwickshire; Sir Alexander 
Temple, of Longhouse, in the parish of Chadwell, in Essex; William 
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Temple, who married Jane, daughter of Sir Thomas Beaumont, of 
Stoug-hton, Knight; and Peter Temple, who espoused -~-, daughter of 
--Kendal. 

Of the <laug-hters, Millicent was wife of Edward Saunders, of Bricks­
worth, in Northamptonshire, Esq.; Dorothy, of Paul Risley. of Chetwood, 
i1'1 Buckinghamshire, Esq.; Catherine, of Sir Nicholas Parker, of\ Villing­
ton. in Sussex, Knight; Susanna, of Sir Thomas Denton, of Hillesden, in 
Bucks, Knig-ht; Mary, of John Farmer, of Cokeham, in Berkshire; and 
Elizabeth, of William Lord Say and Sele. 

17. Sir Thomas Temple, the eldest son, succeeded his father at Stow, 
and had the greatest part of the estate. He was knighted by King 
James J., June, r6o3, at Sir John Fortesque's. in Buckinghamshire; and 
~t the institution of the order of baronets, on l\fay 22d, 161 I, wa8 advanced 
to that dig-nity. He wedded Esther, daughter of Miles Sandys, of Lati­
nwrs, in Bucking-hamshire, Esq., and by her was father of four sons and 
nine d;iug-hters, who lived to he married, ,md so exceecling-ly multiplied 
that his lady, who surl'ived him, saw seven hundred descended from 
her. This is affirmecl hy Dr. Thomas FtiJkr._ in his \\'orthies of England, 
who relates that he bought the truth thereof Ly a wager lost on the 
"ubjt·ct. This Esther Lady Temple ( of whom there is an orig-inal picture 
at Stow) far surpassed Mrs. Honeywoocl, of l\Iarks-hall, in Essex (men­
tioned by Dr. Derham, and hy Mr. Hearn in his preface to the fifth 
volume of Leland's Itinerary), who lived to see three hundred and sixty• 
seven descendants of her own body; for Lady Temple saw many more, 
the la~t of whom, viz., the daught<,r of Sir Henry ( ;ibhs, of Hnnnington, 
in \Varwickshire, died in December, 1737, in extre:m· old age. 

Sir Thomas's foor sons were, (r.'i Sir l'ekr Temple, Knight and 
Baronet, his successor; ( 2.) Sir John Temple, Knight, who married 
Dorothy, d;,ug-hter and ,_.,_,-heir ,,f Edmund Lee, of Stanton-Harry, in 
Buck:;, Esq.; and had sevPral suns and daughters; I 3. 1 Thomas Temple, 
LL. D., who married and had issue: and (4.) Miles Temple, who also 
married and had issue. His nine daughters were, f 1.) Susan, married to 
Sir Edward Clark, of Ardington, in !Jerkshire, Knight; ( 2.) Hesther, to 
Sir John Rous, of Rous-Linch, in com. \\'igorn, Knight; (3.) Bridget, to 
Sir John Lentha]l, of Creslow, in com. Oxon., Knight; (4.) Martha, to 
Sir Thomas Peniston, of Leigh, in Sussex, Baronet She died January 
14th, 1619, and is buried at Stow. (5. J Elizabeth, to Sir Henry Gibbs, of 
Hunnington, in \Varwickshire; (6.j Catherine, to Sir William Ashcomb, 
of Avdscot, in Oxfordshire, Knig-ht; /7.) /\nnc, to Sir \\'illiam Andrews, 
ufLatlibury, in Buckinghamshire; (8.) Margaret, to Sir Edward Longville, 
of Billing, in Northamptcmshire, Knight; and (9.) l\Iillicent, tu --­
Ogle, Esq. 

18. Elizabeth Temple married Sir Henry Gibbs, of Hunning-ton, in 
V.' arwickshire. 

In the preceding genealogy, references were made in the margin to 
Dugdale's \Varwickshire, p. 86, 87, 768, &c.; Stemma penes comitcm 
Te~1ple; Burton's Leicestershire; Vincent's Bucks, No. 138, 55 b, 56 a, 
in Oftic. Arm.; Pat. 7, Ed. VI., p. 4. 



NOTE 9.-Elizabeth Sheafe (Gibbs) afterwards married Hon. Jonathan 
Corwin,* and in her will gave "to my son, Henry Gibbs aforesaid, my 
great silver tankard which his grandfather, Sir Henry Gibbs, sent me as 
a present."-.N. E. Hist. and Gen. Register. 

NOTE 10.-Margaret Sheafe's father was Henry Webb, merchant, of 
Boston. 

Inscribed upon tombstone in King's Chapel Burying Ground, Boston, is 
the following:-

"Here lyeth interred ye body of Jacob Sheafe, of Boston, who for 
some time lived at Crambrock, in Kent, in Quid Ingland. Hee deceased 
22d of March, 1658, aged 42 years." 

"Here lyeth interred ye body of Mrs. l\fargaret Thatcher, formerly wife 
of Mr. Jacob Sheafe, and lately wife of the Rev. Mr. Thomas Thatcher, 
JE 68, obiit 23d February, 1693." 

"Here lyeth Mr. Robert Gibbs,t aged 37; died December ye 8th, 1702." 

NoTE 11.-The commissioners were appointed by the king to hear and 
determine all matters of complaint arising in the colonies of New England. 
During the years 1664-5, frequent altercations occurred between them 
and the court touching the king's authority over the people. 

"Richard Bellingham was chosen governor, and Francis \,Villoughby 
deputy governor. The latter resided in Charlestown. He was a gentle­
man of wealth and highly respectable, and yet among the magistrates 
who opposed the commissioners. The opposition to these commissioners 
was not entirely universal or unanimous among the people. They had, 
however, a less number of friends in Boston, probably, than in any other 
town in the country, according to its population. There were good 
people who thought it both unwise as well as unjust to oppose the king's 
commissioners, which they viewed as nothing less than treason, though 
they had too much good sense to give it that name; and there were so 
many substantial and influential men in the other towns, of the same way 
of thinking, that the government, on its part, was obliged to rec:eive a 
petition from them respectfully, while for presenting a much less ob­
noxious one a few years before, its authors were imprisoned, fined, and 
otherwise severely dealt with. These petitions reminded the court that the 
advice of the wise man was to keep the king's commandment; that 'this 
place was a part of the king's dominions,-whence it is evident that if any 
proceedings of this colony have given occasion to his majesty to say that 
we believe he hath no jurisdiction over us, what effectual course had 
need to be taken to free ourselves from incurring his majesty's further 

*Jon.a.than Corwin, Judge Supreme Court. 
t This was the eldest son of Robert, who emigrated to Boston. 
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displeasure by continuing in so dangerous an offence? Such an assertion 
would be no Jess destructive to our welfare than derogatory to his 
majesty's honor. The doubtful interpretation of the words of a protest 
which there can be no reason to believe can ever be construed to the 
di\·esting- oi a sovereig-n prince of his royal power over his natural sub­
jects, is too frail a foundation to build such a transcendent immunity of 
privilege upon.' They at the same time intimated a separation from the 
party opposed to the king, if the opposition were persisted in, that they 
mig-bt be compelled tu address his majesty 'to clear themselves from the 
least interpretation of so scamlalous an evil as the appearance of dis­
affection or disloyalty to the persun and g-overnment of their lawful prince 
and sovereign would be."'-I:l11tchinson's Collectitm of Original Papers, 
5u-13. 

Of the twenty-six signers to this pet.ition, the third was Robert Gibbs. 

NOTE 12.-Descendants of Robert Gibbs.* 

I. RorrnkT GIBBS, ddest son of RoLert ancl Elizabeth Gibbs, was 
born September 20th, 1665; married Mary Shrimptun;· 1\lay 19th, 1692, 
and had--

1. Jacob, born May 6th, 1693; died unmarried December 14th, 1714. 
2. Henry, of Kewton, ,\lass.,+ born !'.<>Vember 7th, 1694; married 

Hannah---, and <lied May 15th, 1761. Their children were­
L Gilbert, d. s. p. 
2. Wilham, d. s. p. 
,,. Rebecca, d. s. p. 
4. Ann married Jolin Eddy, and died most probably without 

iS.'lUC. 

His wit,, Hannah died l\1a:, 26th, 1783. 
3. Robert, born Novemuer 29th, 1696. See below. 

* Robert Gibhs., according to" Inter~fharter & M:=t:ssachusctts Archives.'" Vol. ii., pages 
z2 .... 14, was a fr-::eman of Salem Village, Apr;J 18th, 16sJo. He inherited the ForL Hill 
proµerrr. 

t Henry (;ibhs, of Newton, a village some seven miles frCJm Boston. This was Non<"ntum, 
the Indian settlement, where Eliot first comrnence<l his Ja!JOrs in their convcr~ion; and to 
this object Henry Gihb:; made a b('ftne~t, wiih the provisio11 that the Church of England 
form of worship sliould not he used. 'flH~ fr,llowing j5 :rn extract from 'Jackson's History 
of Newton·, .-H Henry Gibbs was a gr;ind:.;.on of Robert Gi!Jb~; an eminent merchant of 
lfo!->to:1, who wa;;; born in 1639, k11owr1 in Endand as Sir Henry Gihbs, ca:ne to this country 
as early a.., 10&.,, Ht; built iE1 elegant houst: upo11 li'ort Hill, al.out 16f:.5, which co::;t about 
L.,iKJI,:,. 1 ' SnMv's .History nf ];ost011,' p. 158 ) His wh,uf wa.'- ne~d·, or the same now called 
f'nrt Hill wharf. \L,rried Elizabeth, daughter of JacvL Sheafc, and ha<i Henry and Rr.1bert. 
R0bert mani~d Mary S}•rimpton, and had Henry, born N nvembcr 7th, 16<)4. Henrr 
Gibbs. Jr .. marr,c-d HannJ.h --, and h~ri, in Ho-.tL,n, l;ilbcr,. ,villiam, Rebecca, and 
Ann, an<l rtmovcd to Newton a.bout 17,fz, and purchased u( Rev, j{rhn J..1re:ntice, of Lan• 
caster, ~ixty acrel'J of lanrl on tht. c..tia side of the Ue<lharn highway, 11µ0n which he built the 
1argc house nnw owned and occupied by the pn:sent town clerk, Marshall S. Rice, ~sq,; 
being part of the sarne land purchased Ly James and Thomas Prentice in 1657. Also 
fourteen acres on the plain east of the Dedham highway leading bet.,·een the farms of John 



4. Mary, born May 28th, 1699; married Rev. John Cotton, February 
19th, 1719; died September 28th, 1761, leaving issue. 

5. Samuel, born December 9th, 1701, d. s. p. 
Robert Gibbs died December 8th, 1702. See Note 10, Appendix. 

II. ROBERT GrnBs, third son of Robert and Mary Gibbs, was born 
November 29th, 1696; married, June 26th, 1723, Amy, relict of 
Crawford, and daughter of Col. Joseph Whipple, Rhode Island. Their 
children were-

!. Amy, born July 4th, 1725; married, October 29th, 1745,John tifawney. 
2. Elizabeth, born November 10th, 1728; died unmarried. 
3. Robert, born June 20th, 1730; died unmarried October 7th, 1762.* 
4. Mary, born February 20th, 1731 or 2; married---Young. 

Spring, north, and Jonathan Hyde, Sr., south; being the same land owned by John Jackson, 
Sr., and then by his son-in-law, Capt. Noah Wiswell, and the same which was laid out into 
house !ots, and offered at auction in September, 1852. The Rev. I\lr. Cotton being his 
brother-in-law, was doubtless an inducement for him to remove to Newton, where he was a 
selectman six years, representative three years, and justice of the peace. He died May 15th~ 
1761, .JE 67. His will bequeaths to his nephew, Robert Gibbs, Jr., the only son of his 
brother Robert, of Providence, a silver sugar-box which belonged to his grandfather, Sir 
Robert Gibbs, having his arms upon it. To Henry Gibbs, eldest son of Henry Gibbs, Esq., 
]ate of Salem, two brick houses in Cornhill and two brick houses near to FaneuH Hall, after 
the decease of his wife Hannah. Jn case Henry should die be(ore his wife's decease, then 
to the next eldest son of his brollur (cousin). If both should die before his said wife, then 
to William Gibbs, the third son of his brother Henry, Esq. Gives his estate in Newton to 
his wife, and directs that his mansion~house in Newton should not be taken for a tavern, but 
for some gentleman to reside there, of the dissenting interest, that shall help support the 
di~senting minister in Newton. Makes a bequest towards preaching the gospel to the poor 
lndfan natives, but not in the Church of England forms. Directs that no inventory of his 
estate should be taken or rendered to arty judge of probate. Appoints his wife sole executrix, 
desiring that she would not forget his relatives. 

'' His widow outlived him twenty-two years, and was said to be a kind and benevolent 
woman, and furnished medicine gratis for the poor people of the town, She was highly 
respected, and long known as Madam Gibbs. She died May 26th, 1783, A': 8~. She left the 
homestead to John Eddy, who married her daughter Ann." 

NoTE.-Jackson has erred in asserting Robert Gibbs, the grandfathe!' of Henry, to have been 
known in England as Sir Henry Gibbs; and again, in bequest of property to "e]dest son 
of his bratlur. If both should die before his said wife, then to William Gibbs, the third son 
of his brother Henry, Esq." He should have used cousin instead of brother in both 
instances.-AuTnoR. 

From" New Eng. History and Gen, Register," Vol. xix., p. 208, referring to u Heraldic 
Journal:-" Mr. Henry Gibbs. This is no doubt the cousin of the preceding, being son of 
Robert Gibbs, Jr., and Mary Shrimpton, born November 7th, 16g4. He married Hannah 
--, and had GHbert, Wilham, Rebecca, and Ann, who married John Eddy. His will i~ 
partially gh·en in 'JackF-{m's History of Newton,' but with one mistake. He left land 
entailed on Henry, William, and \Villard (or Josiah; the latter name heing aitered in one 
part of the will tv WiJI~rd) but not in a second place), sons of Henry Gibbs, Esq., of Salem. 
Jackson erroneously calls him his brother Henry, of Salem, which is of course improbab]e, 
and the word is not in the will. Henry mentions also his mother, ~fary Gibbs, and his only 
sii.ter, :Mary, wife of John Cotton. To his nephew, Robert Gibbs, Jr., of ·Providence, only 
son of his brother Robert, he leaves' my si~vcr box, which was my gr,mdfather Sir Henry 
Gibbs's, with his arms on it.'" 

A ponrait of Henry, of Newton, is in possession of Miss Gibbs, of Cambridge, Mass. 
• The-ha.st Gibbs descendant of Robert Gibbs, of Boston, who married Mary Shrimpton. 
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5. Hannah, born April 19th, 17,35; married, December 14th, 1752, 
David Tillinghast, and died May 27th, 1762, leaving six children. 

Robert Gibbs died June 29th, 1769.* 

NoTE 13.-Inscription upon Rev. Henry Gib\,s's tombstone, erected by 
Rev. Dr. Appleton:--

Ilic 
Depositce sun! reliqttia: viri 

Vere verendi 
Henrici Gibbs, Ecclesi«: Christi 

apurt Aquiionfrnsis Pastoris 
vigilantissimi 

Pietatefulgcnte, eruditione non 
mediocri, gra .. •itate sinl(ulari 

Spectatissimi: 
Pen'lia in diz•inis,prudenfia in lmmanis, 

arrurationr in coucionibus, copia in preribus, 
prcrcclleniis. 

Qui per t:erumnas ,!ikc doloresque morfis 
requiem fundem inver,it 

die Odobris 21, Anno Domini 11!.D.C.CX.X.I.I.I. 
A:-tafis sum L. V. I. 

Ilic 
Etiam depo11ifur rorpus Mercy Gibbs 

Cmjugis .<'!tel' dilectissi11ul'. 
Quae expiravit -in Domino 2.;. Januariis, 

Amw Domini 11/.l).CCX.VJ . 
.,E/afis SUIZ X.LJ. 

Non: 14.-" Mar;.(arct Gibbs, daughter of Rev. H cnry Gibbs, of Water­
town, was married about the year 1720 t<, Dr. Appleton. It is a current 
tradition ir: the family (Applct<in ), that while he was wooing th(: lady he 
happened to call one day sor,n after a rival suit<,,. hat! made his way to 
her father's house, kavi11g his horse fastened near the gate. The Cam-

* H.oh~rt c;H1lis, of l'rovidcnce, R. I. 1Jpon his tomb,:;;tone in that town is the f0llowjng,­
an insi:riptk>n c:ffamiiy arms a1nl cr~~t "'imi:ar to frontispit~CL, Out wit bout the mMto ·-" Here 
lieth inti:rre<l the body of H.ohcr-t t;iL:.1s. l:.<.q., who W:.t'- boru in Boston, and wa~ desr:ended 
from the antie11t and honorable family of Sir Henry GiLb:;, of Don,et.; hire, in Engla11dt who 
<lied June ~9t!1, A. D. 17t9, in the 73d year uf his age" The sar.tt aillb ,.r,; ;nscribe<l upon 
lus wife's tornhstonc:-•" Herc licth intetred the body of Amy, wife of Rob,::rt (;ilJl-.,s, E~q., 
and daughter of Col. Jos~vh \Vhipple, who cUe<l Detemb{!r 23d, 17:,;7, in the 58th year of 
her age." 

Sir Henry is here 1poken of as uf Dorsetshire. He may have lived th~rc for a time, his 
family being nearly allied to the Gibb~e!i of th;it county. 
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bridge minister on his arrival tied his own steed to the fence, and cooliy 
unloosed the other, and with a smart stroke of his whip sent him off 
do\\·n the street. He then went into the house and told his rival that he 
had just seen a horse running away at full speed, and asked if it was his; 
whereupon the owner rushed out after his stray beast, iea\·ing Dr. A. in 
possession of the field. He made the most of his opportunity, offered 
himself, and was accepted. Mrs. Appleton was born in 1700, and died in 
1771. They had twelve children, one of whom--Nathaniel-was born 
October roth, 1731; was graduated at Han·arcl College in 1749, and was 
a mercha_nt in Boston, and a zealous patriot during the Re\'olutionary 
struggle. From an early period of the Revolution until his death, he 
held the office of commissioner of loans. He corresponded with most 
of the eminent me11- of his day, and distinguished himself in writing 
against the slave trade from 1766 to 1773. He died in 1798."-Sprague's 
Annals o.f the American Pulpit, Vol. i.,p. 303. 

NOTE 15.-" December 6th, 1756, died Josiah \Villard, Esq., late secre­
tary of the province, at the age of 76. He was son of the Rev. Samuel 
Willard, of the Old South; born in May, 1681 ; graduated at Harvard 
College in 1698, of which he was Tutor and Librarian in 1703. In 1717 he 
was appointed Secretary of the Colony, which office he resigned in 1745, 
after a service of twenty-eight years. In 1731 he was made Judge of 
Probate, and in 1734 he was chosen of his majesty's council."-Drake's 
History o.f Boston. 

"It is rather remarkable, that of the secretary's large family-six sons 
and four daughters-but one son and one daughter survived their father, 
and they yielded to constitutional infirmities in middle life; that but one 
child married; and that, with the death of the second \Villiam, the male 
branch of the secretary's family disappeared from the earth. The only 
descendants are those derived from the intermarriage of Mr. Gibbs and 
Katherine."- Willard Memoir. 

NOTE 16.-Descendants o.f Henry Gibbs. 

I. HENRY GrnBs, eldest son of Henry Gibbs and Katherine Willard, 
was born May 7th, 1749; graduated at Han-ard College in 1766; taught 
school for several years successive]~ at Rowley, Newcastle, N. H., and 
Lynn; afterwards entered into mercantile busine~s at Salem. He married 
Mercy Prescott, daughter of lknjamin and Rebekah Prescott. Their 
children were-

I. Henry, born May 17th, 1783; died 1791. 
2. \Villiam, born February 17th, 1785. See below. 
3. Marcia, born 178-; died November 17th, 1791. 
4. Josiah Willard, born April 30th, 1790. See below. 
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5. Henry, born September, 1793; married Anna Evans, of Philadelphia, 
September 20th, r827, and had one child, Henry, who died an 
infant. Henry GiLbs died May 25th, 1855; his wife Anna died 
May 8th, 1835. 

Henry GiLLs Jied June 29th, 1794. 

II. \VJLLIAM GrnBs, second son of Henry and Kath<·rine Gibbs, was 
born at Salem, llfass., February 1 jth, 1785; studied tht:: Latin and Greek 
languages under masters Bancroft, Kendall, and Parker; visited England 
in 1807; resided at Salem until 1S32, at Concord until 183.;. and aft1:rwanls 
at Lexington. He was the author of the Gibbs "Family Notin:s." He 
married,---, 18n, Mercy, daughter of Peter and l\Iary Barrett. Their 
children were-

1, \Villiam Prescott. See below. 
2. Henry, born --- ; din! at Litchfield, ~- H., April, 1835. 
3. Mercy Elizabeth, born --- ; died unmarried 1851 or 2. 

4. Stephen Barrett, born --- ; died at Liichfidd, K. II., Apr:l, 1835. 
5. Mary, born March 19th, 1818. 
William Gibbs died Deccmb<:r 23d, 1853; his wif<.: :'\Tercy died at Coll• 

cord, February 7th, 1833. 

III. \\'JLLIA~I PRESCOTT GIBBS, eldest son uf \\"illiam and Mercy Gibb,, 
was born at Salem, August 5th, 181z; graduated at Harvard Cr,l!ege in 
1832, and was a student in the law schoul at Cambridge, and afterwards 
resided at Lexington. He married, August 4th, 1f-46, Maria Augusta 
Hadlock, and died July 2jth, 1852, leaving one: dane_hter,-

IV. E~n!A (;rnus, born May 12th, 184j, now i 1879, iil'ing in Cambridge, 
Massachu-,etts. 

II. JosL\ll ',VILLARD Grniw, LL. LJ., third ,,c,11 c,f I knry and K.<1tl1eri11e 
Gibbs, wa~ born i\pril 30th, 17c,u; g-; acJuatul from Yale Culicg-e in !1,09, 
and recc:ived the deg-n:>e of A. J\L frr,m Harvard College in ;b18, and 
that of LL. D. from l'rinc1:ton Colit-g1:, Nc:w Jers;,y, in 1853. From the 
year 18r I to 1b1 s, whilst Tutor in Yale Colle::;c·, he studied thu,logy, 
and was licer:sed as a Congrcgation;tl prl'acher. He rarely, however, 
entered thf, J.-ulpit. and soon ceased preaching altogether. He afterwards 
c011tinued his theological studies at Andover, '.\las;,., under the: dirl:ction 
of Professor Stuart. At this time, the study of theoh,gy wa~ pursued 
chiefly in the line nf a few standard dogmatic \\'orks whirl, laid uut thl' 
path to be truclden in the mini,tn·. Tl,r:r•~ had cume tu be a demand for 
new dl'fr:nces ag;ciin'ot trw attack,, of Uni!ariani,m and acute suphi~tries 
<,f Rationalism. l\lr. Gihl.,s ,;aw and appreciate.cl th:: d;1ng-l'rous ;:ituati,.,n, 
and at once applied himsdf tu combat, with lik•· ½kill, the lwrctical 
theories nf hihlical intcrprctc:rs. This he cc,rn:ci1c:d 11~ 0; tu be e/lcctcJ 
by thoruugh acquisitions in philology. I shall hn,· quote extracts frurn a 
discourse delivered by Rey, George P. Fisher, i'ruiessor of Divinity, 
Yale College, commemorative of his life:-
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"Mr. Gibbs published, in 1824, a translation of Gesenius's 'Manual 
Hebrew Lexicon,' which was republished in London three years after­
wards. In 1828 he published a smaller manual lexicon, and afterwards 
formed the plan of an English edition of the larger lexicon of Gesenius, 
in which he had proceeded, at no smilll expense of time and money, a 
consideraule way in its preµaration. But with his wonted tlwrouglmess 
he could not leave a word until he had made the article upon it perfect, 
sifting what the author had written by independent investigations of his 
own. The result was an unwillingness on the part of some to wait as 
long as it seemed likely they would be obliged to for the completion of 
the work, and the translation was undertaken and carried through by 
another. The labor that he had bestowed upon it was lost. This frus­
tration of a cherished design was a painful literary disappointment which 
lay heavy upon his sensitive spirit. But from its publication in 1824 until 
1836, when the translation by Dr. Robinson appeared, I suppose that the 
work of Mr. Gibbs was in current use, and filled an essential place among 
the helps for the acquisition of the Hebrew. ln 1824, shortly after the 
organization of the theological department in connection with college, 
he was apµointed lecturer in sacred literature, and at the same time the 
college library was placed under his charge. Two years later, a distinct 
professorship in this branch was founded, which Mr. Gibhs continued to 
fill until his death. He was slow in reaching the right form of words, 
but he reached it at last. This invaluable power of illuminating a point 
by a happy statement was his. * * * His taste in this direction-his 
discriminating taste it might be called-was one of his signal qualities as 
an interpreter. His eye would catch the shade of meaning, and the 
impression thus made on his feelings he would convert, if time were given 
him, into clear thought. * * * * * One who should look simpfy at 
the writings of Mr. Gibbs, where we meet only with naked, laboriously 
classified, skeleton-like statements of scientific truth, might judge him to 
be devoid of zeal e\·en in his favorite pursuit. But there was a deep 
fountain of feeling that did not appear in these curiously elaborated 
essays. Yet in them a scholar's warm enthusiasm would now and then 
break through his hahit of reserve. Jn the course of one of his longest 
papern, entitled 'A Historical and Critical View of Cases in the Indo­
Eurnpean Languages,' he suddenly pauses, and declaring the importance 
to the teacher of the analysis of sentences in the concentrated light of 
grammar and logic, he speaks as follows :-' It brings one into the 
sanctuary of human thought; all elst, is but standing in the outer court. 
J le who is without may indeed offer incense, but he who penetrates 
within worships and adores. lt is here that the man of science, trained 
to close thought and clear vision, surveys the various objects of study 
with a more expanded view and more discriminating mind. It is here 
that the interpreter, accustomed to the force and freshness of natural 
language, is prepared to expiain (;od's reveale<l word with more power 
and accuracy. It is here that the orator learns to wield with a heavier 
arm the weapons of his warfare. It is here that every one who loves to 
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think beholds the deep things of the human spirit, and learns to regard 
with holy reverence the sacred symbols of human thought.' * * * * * 

"To speak of the attainments of Professor Gibbs in the Hdircw 
language and the Old Testament Scriptures, he was entirely at home. 
It was foreign to hi,; nature to refer to his own acquisition, especially 
with any fedings of complacency ; hut he felt satisfied with his 
knowledge of the Hebrew. \Vith the cog-nate Semitic dialects be was 
also acquainted, in particular with their grammatical peculiarities, In 
the Greek and Latin, and the Greek of the New Testament, he was 
thoroughly versed. Besides the two principal languages of modern 
Europe, he had explored various other lan;.;uag-es, with particular refer­
ence to their syntax and their relations to each other. Of the science of 
comparath·c grammar, as I am informed by those most competent to 

judg-e, he is to be considered in relation to the scholars of this country 
as the leader. In the Oriental Society, from its foundation, he has been 
an active and interested laborer. * * * * ~- * * * * * * * * 

"\Vith his sensitive conscience, as he looked Lack upon life, he 
charg-ed himself with faults which those who knew him best would 
ne\·er ha\"e imputed tll him. He felt also that his mi1H.l had been unduly 
taken up with the intellectual relations of religious truth. He fell hack 
in his last illness upon the simplest verities of the gospel, and was 
content to ahide by these without striving: to penetrate further. He had 
dropped, he said, all thoug-ht upon the natural attributes of God, ,rnd 
mused (JH the moral attributes of his heavenly Father,-leaving God, as 
he express<~d it, 'to manage his own worlds. I know that God intends 
good for me; I must be saved through Jesus Christ alone.' This was 
the sum of his faith." He died March 25th, 186r. 

The detailed account of Professor (;jbl,s's l,ife and work is w<,11 worthy 
to be recorded here. His retiring modesty in so ..-minent a position, and 
his unselfish motives for the enlightenment of his fellow-men, bespeak a 
character of no ordinary kind, and uue which all must revnence and 
admire. To his memory is there particularly due a debt by the author 
for much of the information contained within these pag-cs. 

Professor Gibbs married, September 30th, 1830, Mary Anna Van Cleve, 
of Princeton, N. J., and had-

L Anna Louisa, born June 18th, 1831. 
2. Eliza Phillips. born Aug-ust 31st, 1834; died unmarried September 

8th, 1849. 
3. Julia, htirn November wth, 18.,6; m:1rriecl, /\ni;ust 19th, 1867, in 

Berlin, to l'rofessor Alldison Van Kame, Librarian of Yale Col­
lege, and have issue. 

4. Josiah Willard, born February 11th, 18_,9; g-raduatc:d at Yale C<,llegc 
in 1858. Professor l'hysices ;\Jathernatic,e, 1:,,71, acces~u~. 

J\fary Anna, before me11tioned, died February 8th, 18s5. 
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Letter of Edward Gibbs Walford, Banbury, England, to William Gibbs, 
of Lexington, Mass. 

"Cl!II'PING \\' ARDEN RECTORY, BA::;;BCR\', OXFORDSHIRE, 

"January 25th, 1854. 

"DEAR SJR :-A pamphlet of notices of the Family of Gibbs, of 
Honington, in the county of Warwick, compiled by yourself, has lately 
been placed in my hands by the Rev. Heneage Gibbes, of Sidmouth, the 
son of the late Dr. George Gibbes, of Cheltenham, but formerly of Bath, 
which was sent him by a namesake from America. 

"It appears you must have been much interested in the subject, and 
taken great pains in establishing your descent and connection with this 
ancient family ; and thence concluding you might be still gratified by 
an account of their present status, I have ventured a 'paper kite' across 
the Atlantic, hoping it may reach you or your next descendant, and find 
my distant cousins in health and prosperity. 

"I must now inform you that my mother was eventually the sole 
heiress of the family, and left issue,-my elder brother, myself, aged 75, 
s. p., and a daughter now living, aged 77, though married, also without 
issue. My brother, \Villiam \\Talford, 'Esq., left two daughters,-Eliza 
Agnes, married to Horatio Nelson Goddard, Esq., of Cliffe Manor House, 
in the county of \Vilts, who has an only daughter, Frances Agnes, now 
an infant; the second, daughter, Frederica Maria, is married to her first 
cousin, the Rev. Charles Francis \\!yatt, rector of Broughton, in the 
county of Oxford, but has at present no family. 

"The principal part of the H onington estate was sold by Thomas 
Gibbes, Esq., to Sir Henry Parker; the remainder, being settled or 
entailed on the male heir, devolved in succession to my grandfather, 
and was ultimately <lidded between his two daughters,-my mother's 
share: being again subdivided among her children. 

"Now as to your notices of the Gibbes or Gibhs family, Sir Henry 
Gibbs was the first who wrote his name Gibbs, which was formerly 
written Gibbis, and Gybbes, and Gibbes. 

"r. Robert Gibbes, Esq., purchased the manor of Honington, 1540, of 
Henry VIII., being portion of the estates of the dissolved monastery of 
Coventry. He died April 10th, 1558, leaving (according to the inq. 
post mortem) his eldest son, Robert, thirty years of age. [Then comes 
a deficiency in your noticc:s.J He was succeeded by his son, the second 
Robert Gybbes, Esq., and, according to the inscription on his monument 
ill the former church uf Hunington, A. 1>. I 586, he was succeeded by his 
eldest son, third Robert Gibbes, Esq., who married two wives: the first, 
Margaret, <laughter of Humphrey Prideaux, by whom he had three 
daughters; and his second wife was Catherine Porter, daughter of 
\Villiam l'orter, of Ashton, in the county of Gloucester, Esq., by whom 
he had Anthony, his eldest son, who died without issue, lea\'ing by his 
will, dated November 16th, 1586, and proved 1587, the demesne lands of 
his father, Robert, to his brother, Ralµh Gibbes, Esq., and legacies to his 
younger brothers, Thomas and Tristram. 
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"Ralph Gibbes, Knight, married Gertrude, daughter of Sir Thomas 
\Vnn1ghton, of Broad Hinton, in the county of \Vilts, and had issue,-
1 r.) :-ir Henry; (2.) Richard, d. s. p.: (3.) \Villi am; (4.1 George(?) d. s. p.; 
(.5.i Charles, who, in \\'ood's 'Athen.:e Oxoniensis,' is called the sixth 
son, d. s. p. His daughters were, i r.) Unton married Sir Edward Dering, 
Bart.; ( 2. ! :\Iary married --- Raleigh ; (3.) Jane marri,:d Sir Francis 
Hawk\', Bart., created l:laron Hawley, of Duncannon; I 4.) Gertrnde 
marrit·;I Sir \\"illiam Saville, Bart., father of George, Marquis of Halifax. 
(Sir William Saville married (r.) Anne, daughter of Thomas, Lord 
Con·ntry.) 

•· ~ir Henry Gibbs succeeded his father, Sir Ralph Gihhs, and married 
Hest<·r, daughter of Sir Thomas Temple, of Stow, by Hester Sandys, his 
wik, who lived to see seven hundred descendants of her body. Sir 
Henry Cibbs had five sons,-/ r.) Thomas, who succeeded him and 
mani~·d Catherine, daughter of Sir Edward Longville, Bart.; (2.) I{enry, 
in hi,; father's will dated 1645; (3.) Ralph, in his father's will; (4. / Robert, 
stat<'d in the notices to have settled in Boston, L'. S.: i5.) John, settled 
in !lridgeton, Barbadoes; lidng in 16.53, having an only son, Henry. Of 
Henn, tht- second son, who i;; stated in the tli1tices to have been of 
Hail;>nl, in the county of \Varwick, I can learn nothing: his death or 
is,;ue not appearing in the parish register. Ralph, the third son of Sir 
Henry, l am informed by letter from the present rector of \Vhaddon, 
had bsue as stated in the parish register, and copies of which he 
promise<s to take at his leisure and send me. Of the issue of Robert, 
fourth ~on, I only bec,me acquainted from the notices of the famil~ 
publi:-hed by Mr. William Gihbs, of Lexington. Of John, the fifth so~, 
J han· no further knowledge than what is cleriverl from his letter in mv 
pos;;t•ssion, dated 1683. • 

"s,, far, sir, I have givPn you an authenticated pedigree of the Gibbses 
of H,•uing-ton, d<m·n to your own immediate ancestor, Robert.Cibbs, Esq., 
who tirst settled at Boston; and should you feel desirous of having a 
copy ,,f the succeeding- generations, I shall be happy to forward it to 
you. It will probably be too large to send by the post; but if your 
profe~-..ion should be mercantile, and you have any agent in London, 
Lin•qmol, or elsewhere, I will consign it to their care. Your own 
pedii.:rct·, which concludes with \:Villiam Prescott Gibbs, Esq., born 1312, 

and li,·ing at Lexingtun in 1845, I have copied, and am much pleased 
with it. 

"Ilvpe my letter may find some uf the family still livin;.;; and J assure 
you l should be much gratified if sc,me fit imli\'idual will favor me with 
the ,1,:count of the deaths, births. and marriages lo the present dav. 
whk!i will come within the compass of a letter. J should be mo;~ 
spt.'ci,1lly fa,·ored with copies of the early correspondence with any 
famiiy in England, ii you may be in possessitm of any, and also with 
the n•tmgcst son of Sir Henry Gibbs, John, who bad a son Henry, and 
wen:' both living at Bridgeton, Barbadoes, in 1653. 

* * * * * * * * * * 
•· Believe me, dear sir, 

"Your faithful friend and dbtant cousin, 
"(Signed; ED. Grnns WALFORD." 



Leifer of Ed. Gibbs Wa(ford, Esq., to I'ro/. Josia!z Willat·d Gibbs, LL D., 
New Haven, Conn. 

"CHIPPING \VARDEN, BANBURY, 

"March 12th, 1854. 

'' DEAR l\IR. Gmns :-At the same time that I beg to express my great 
regret at the death of l\fr. \\'illiam Gibbs and his son, Mr. Prescott Gibbs, 
to whom my letter was addressed, I am much pleased to find that it had 
fallen into the hands of so kind a correspondent to whom it appears to 
have proved so gratifying; and tu the other branches of the Gibbs family 
I beg my respectful compliments to them all; and why should I not 
venture tu express my love and truly good wishes tu all my transatlantic 
cousins? My mother was one of the best of human beings, to whom 
I was most affectionately attached. \Vhen young, I used to tell her I 
would never marry till I found a Gibbs of the Hanington stock; so if 
I have any maiden cousin remaining about my own age,-that is, 
seventy-seyen,-you may tell her she has lost a chance of coming to 
England. But allowing merriment to subside, l will first thank you for 
yotir yah1ahle comnrnnication, and at once proceed to gh·e y<m all the 
information l possess relative to the Gibbses in general, and specially of 
th" Honington family. 

"You are aware of the great difficulty of connecting the pedigrees of 
existing families dated from Henry VIII., of England, with those of a 
still earlier period. However, it is traditional that the Gybbys, Gybbes, 
or Gibbes, of Honing-ton, were originally from Devonshire. Their con­
nection with it would appear very probable from their early marriages. 
The first Robert Gyl,bcs married Margaret King, and the second Robert 
Gylihes, fur hi;; first wife, '.\!argaret l'ridcaux,-both of distingui:;hed 
families in Kent county. A younger son, George Gibbs, of the very 
ancient familic:s of the Gibbs, of .Fenton, county Devon, is stalled to have 
married a I'urland, of l'urland, and settled in Gloucestershire, but his 
place of localization is not named. 

"The next I meet with is on a brass in Compden Church, county 
Gloucester ( which is about eight miles from Honington), namely:-

"' Orate pro animabus Willielmi Cibbys, Alicia: llfargarelta 
el Jlfariana, ,onsortes sua, q1ti quidam 

Willielmus obiif VIII. dies mensis Januarii. 
An1to Domini I484.' 

"11 e had thirteen children. The figures of all are on the brass, but it 
is tu be regretted that their names are omitted. I apprehend, at present, 
that it is from one of the sons or grandsons that the Robert Gybbes, of 
Hunington, is descended. I do not find his will in the bishop's registry 
at \Vorcester. l think I shall yet be alJle to convert this reasonable 
conjecture into a fact. 

NoTR.-The above inscription is given as it reads in its faulty Latin. 
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"The next I meet with in the l\1SS. of 'Leland's· Itinerary,' in the 
Ashmole Museum at Oxford. In the middle of the chapd of \Vidcomb, 
Holloway, near Bath, engr,n-eu in English characters on a !lat free­
stone:-

" ' Robert Gibbes and his wife. 
HCJ525.' 

"It is far from probable, but this gentleman might prove to ha\·e been 
the father of the first Robert Gybbes. I shall search for his will and 
inquest at his death. The \\'arwickshire family had a great comwction 
with Somerset and D()rset, and J possess a pedigree of Thomas, the second 
son of first Robert Gib hes, \\·ho settled at K etherl:mry and South Parrott, 
in the latter county, to whom the arms of the Honing-ton family were 
granted, with a crest of difference. 1 am now engaged in a correspond­
ence with t\lr. Sims, uf the British l\Iu~emn, who has published a catalogue 
of tlk Herald's dsitations, grants of arms, genealogies, &c., in that Yast 
collection. I hm·e heard that there are other more ancient entries in the 
Hu11ington register than I posses~. As soon as the weather gets warm 
and genial, l purpose ;.;uin.l: to Honington am\ making a pt,rsonal exami­
nation of them; th•: clergyman haying informed me that he is not 
competent to read the cramped writings of hb early register, which 
commenced in 1571. I shall extend my jDurney to \Vorct:ster, if possible, 
and search the register of wills myself, thinkin~-as my head is full of 
them~that l shall be better ;i.ble \o recognize the wills of any of tl•e 
Gibbses who may be relatives. 

"1 shall now quit the uncertain and conjectural and pass ou to facts. 
The authenticated pedigree stands: Thomas, ---, I?) of H1mington, 
county \Varwick, to Rnl>ert Gyhbes, E,;q., 32 Henry \'!II., anno l 541. 

'' l. RonERT GYBBES, Esq., died 155b, leaving his dde;;t son, Robert, 
thirty years of age. See inqub. post mortem. 1 lis you11g,,r sons appear 
to have been-(!.) Thomas, whose pedig-ree l possess, extending to 
1632; (2.) William; (3.) John; (4.) Richard; 15.) Woolston. They all 
had issue recorded for one or two generations in the Hunington register. 

., II. ROBERT, his heir and successor, as stated on his monument (his 
wife, Margaret King, having pn.:-<lcceased him on the 25th of January, 
1559), died on the 28th of February, 1586. It appears in the inquis. 
post mortem at his death, that he left two younger sow;, William and 
Richard. 

"III. ROBERT, his succe,sor mid heir, married for his first wife Katherine 
Prideaux, by whom he had three clau:.;hters,--Janc\ wife of Nichula:; 
Drowne, of Tysoe, county \\'arwick, to whose memory there is a brass 
in the church, with the following eJ,itaph in Latin:-

"' In this tomb, united togdher, are the: budit"s of Nidwhs Bruwne and 
Jane his wife, elckst. daughter of l{oben Gyl,1.,es, of I loningtvn, Esq., 
and Mary Prideaux; which Jane dinl August 12th, 1598.' 

"2. Elizabeth married Thomas Tickeiidge; (3.) Margaret married 
)vim Bry.:n. 



"The said Robert Gybbes married for his second wife Catherine, 
daughter of \Villiam Porter, of Ashton, county Gloucester, Esq., and 
had issue-1r.) Anthony; /2.) Ralph; (3.) Thomas, of Watergall, who 
left issue, extinct in Edward Regney, of \\'atergall, son of Sir Edward 
Regney, Bart., by his second wife, Frances Gybbes, the daughter of 
Edward Gibbes, Esq.; , 4.) Ed,rnrd. The said Robert appears to have 
died but a few months after his father, the second Robert, and a few 
months before his eldest son Anthony, and consequently could reside 
but a few months !if at all) at Honing-ton; his eldest son Anthony dying 
on 10th !\ovember, 1596. There is, however, a visitation in the county 
of \Vilts, of the Gibbses, in which he and some o.f liis descendants are 
named, but their residence not mentioned, It is imperfect, and in some 
respects incorrect. I must get a copy from the Herald's office, which is 
like a curiosity shop, where very interesting articles may be purchased 
at a large price. I must hunt for his will and inquis. post mortem. 

"IV. A,'\'THONY GrnnEs, Esq., succeeds his father, Robert, and dies 
single. His will is dated '.\'ovember 10th, 1586, and preserved in Doctors' 
Commons He bequeaths the demesne lands to his brother Ralph, and 
gives legacies to his brothers Tristrarn and Thomas, and also to his 
sisters Frances and Catherine. In the proceedings in the court of 
chancery, in suit in which Ralph Gibbes is plaintiff, and John Bryan, 
Nicholas Browne, and Thomas Tickeridge, defendants, I find Anthony 
Gibbes being seized entail, and settled this same to divers uses. Vide 
'Reign Elizabeth, ticketed g-G, 1415, No. 63, county Warwick.' 

"V. RAt,PH GrnBES succeeded his brother Anthony, and married 
Gertrude, daughter of Sir Thomas \Vroughton, of Broad Hinton, county 
Wilts, Knight, by whom he had six sons and fiye daughters. Of the 
sons-

" r. Henry, baptized at Honmgton, 14th ;\farch, 1593. (Hon. Reg.) 
"2. Greville, baptized !\fay 15th, 1593; buried January 13th, 1629. /Hon. 

Reg.) 
"3. Richard, baptized July 12th, 1596; buried April roth, 1658. (Hon. 

Reg.) 
"4. \Villiam, baptized September 27th, 1602; buried---, 1634. (Hon. 

Reg.) A captain in the army. 
"5. Charles, the sixth son of Sir Ralph Gibbes 1'\Vood's Atheme 

Oxonicnsis '), was of Merton College, Oxon, 1622; rector of 
Gamlingay, county Cambridge; resigned his living through 
pcrsecmion of parliamentarians, 1647, and returnee\ to Canter­
bury on restoration; was made chaplain uf Charles IL; dr,ctor 
of Stanford Ril·ers, Essex; and afterwards prebendary of West­
minster, and D. D. He Jied in Stanford Rivers, 16th September, 
1681, .IE 77, 

"In Hanington register are entries of issue of Robert Gibbs, Esq., 
married Isabella ---, who might have been the other son:-

" r. Robert, baptized August 2d, 1662. 
"2. Samuel, baptized ---, 1663. 
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"3. \\'illiam, baptized October 15th, 1665; buried November J8th, 1667. 
"4. Martha, baptized Ang-ust 15th, 1668. 
"5. Richard, baptized .May 7th, 1671. 
"The five daug-hters of Sir Raiph Gibbes were­
" x. Unton married Sir Edward Dering, Bart. 
"2 . .Mary married Sir \Valter Raleigh. 
"3. Jane, baptized l\Iarch 13th, 16o7; married Sir Francis Hawley. 
"4. Gertrude married Sir \Villiam Sayil!e, Bart., father of first Marquis 

of Halifax. 
"5. Anne, baptized October 12th, 16II. 

,; In the inquis. post mortem appears the name George, son of Sir Ralph. 
I would remark that his not being mentioned in the I-Ionington register, 
he may have been born and baptized elsewhere. 

"\'I. Srn HEXRY GrnBs, baptized 14th March, 1593, and was nineteen 
years of age at the time of his father's inquis. post mortem, when he 
appears to have been married to Elizabeth, daughter of Sir Thomas 
Templt:, who died May 18th, 1667. 

"Sir Henry, Knight, buried February 25th, 1668. He left five sons, 
viz.:-

''1. Thomas, 
"2. Henry, 
"3. Ralph, 
"4. Robert, 
"5. John, 

l 
~ all in the will of their father, dated 1648. 

! 
"The second son, Henry, is stated in the American pedigree to have 

been of Halfurd, county \Varwick; but, as no traces of him or his 
de5cendants an· found in the parish church or register there, E. Gibbs 
·walford supposes him to have been of the bed-chamber of James I., 
and created bo.runet of Scotland. He had an only d;rnghter, Frances, 
married to Sir William Grenville, of Broad Hinton, county \Vilts, and is 
mentioned in a monument erected by her daughter \Vinifreda to the 
memory of her mother, who was, in second marriage, the wife of Charles 
Stone, of Brightbrook, Oxon. In the pedigree of the Gibbs wills he is 
placed as the dder brother of Sir Henry Gibbs, Knight, where, in all 
probability, he was his son. Jlly friend the present Mr. Lowndes Stone, 
of Briglitbrook, has portraits of him and his wife; but upon the portrait 
is inscribed the r1ame 'Sir H. Gipps, Bart.,'-probably from a Scotch or 
corrupt pronunciation oi his proper name. 

"3. Ralph, of \Vhaddon, Hucks. His descendants were many, and are 
given in the parish register of that place. 

"4. Robert, of Boston, Mass. 
"5. John, of Barbadoes, living in 1653, having an oniy son, Henry. 

"VIL THOMAS GrnBEs, Esq., of Honing-ton /eldest son of Sir Henry), 
married Catherine, daughter of Sir Edward Longville, of Wolverton, 
county Bucks, Bart. His baptism is not mentioned, but his burial is in 
the Hanington register, 1686. He sold the mansion manor, the principal 
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part of the estate, and advowson of the vicarage, to Sir Henry Parker, 
Bart., who pulled down the old residence and built a noble house (now 
the residence of Townsend, Esq., who purchased it of the next baronet), 
and the settled part of the estate descended to the eldest son, Thomas; 
and an estate called 'Nollands' to his brother Edward, who was a 
merchant in London. The daughters of said Thomas Gibbes were, 
(r.) Margaret married -- Digby, Esq.; (2.) Victoria, who died 
single; (3.) Hester married Lawton, of 'Lawton,' county Chester, 
Esq.; (4.) Elizabeth married -- Lutterell, Esq.; (5.) Martha mar­
ried -- (?). 

"VIII. TH011As, above mentioned, Esq., resided at Dartmouth and 
Exeter, county Devon, and married Sarah, daughter of --- Hayne, 
Esq., of Dartmouth, by whom he had an only daughter, Marcella, who 
married Arthur Houldsworth, Esq., Governor of Dartmouth, to whom 
he left a large fortune, but gave his real estate to his great-nephew, 
Edward Gibbs, Esq. He was succeeded by his only brother. 

"IX. EnWARD Grnns, Esq., merchant, in London, who married---, 
one of the daughters and co-heiresses of Michael Harris, Esq., of Char­
ringworth, in the parish of Ebington, county Gloucester, through whom 
he inherited an estate there. He had three sons, (I.) Edward, his 
successor; (2.) Thomas, blown up in the 'Edgar' (man-of-war), at 
Spithead; (3.) Longueville, who died s. p., and was buried at Twimhead, 
county Lincoln. 

"X. EDWARD Grnns, before mentioned, of Trinity College, Cam­
bridge, 1707, vicar of Combroke, county Warwick. He married 
Frances, daughter of Rev. Fancourt, and had 1hree sons, (I.) Edward, 
his successor; (2.) Samuel, who died s. p., and another son who died 
an infant; and one daughter, Marcella, who died unmarried. 

"XI. EDWARD Grnns, Esq., before mentioned, was an officer in Mar­
shal Wade's regiment of horse, under whom he served in Scotland, in 
the rebellion of 1745. On quitting the army he resided at Stratford­
upon-Avon, and acted as magistrate for the county of \Varwick. He 
married Agnes Keyte, daughter of Sir ·william Keyte, of Stratford-on 
Avon, Ebington, county Gloucester, and 'Norton House,' in the parish 
of Aston, and --- (?), county Gloucester. The last-named residence 
he built, and, becoming deranged, set fire to and consumed it and 
perished in the conflagration. His lady survived him many years, and 
on the death of her brothers, Sir Thomas Charles and Sir Robert Keyte, 
successively baronets, and dying without issue, she became the sole 
heiress and representative of the family of Keyte. Her mother was 
Anne, daughter of 'William, Viscount Tracey. On the death of Sir 
Coventry Carew, Baronet, of Anthony, in county Cornwall, without 
issue, she became the sole representative of Thomas, the first Baron 
Coventry [in], Aylcsborough, lord keeper of the great seals, temp. 
Charles I., of England. Said Edward Gibbs, Esq., died 30th January, 
1788. Agnes his wife died April 19th, 1795. They were interred in the 
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church of Stratford, where is a monument erected to their memory by 
her daughters, Agnes and Frances vValford. They had issue,-one son, 
Edward Gibbs, Esq., captain in the third regiment of infantry, named 
the 'Old Buffs' or '\Velsh Fusileers.' He died in Scotland, to where 
his regiment was removed on their return from Lisbon, where he had 
received a wound from an assassin which ne\·er healed, and brought 
him into a consumption of which he died, in the lifetime of his father, 
unmarried. The two daughters mentioned, Agnes and Frances: (1.) 
Agnes married Theophilus, second son of Thomas \\'alford, Esq., of 
Tibford Ferries, county Oxon, and had an only d1il<l, Theresa Ag-nes 
Keyte \\'al ford, who died young, in the lifetime of her parents. and ,vere 
all interred in the family vault in church of Twalcliffe, county Oxford. 

"XII. (2.) FRA:---CES Grnns was horn at \\'arwick, and married \Villiam 
\l\lalford, Esq., eldest son of the aforesaid Thomas \\'alford, and had, 
besides other childn,n who died infants, one daughter, Ann, married to 
ReY. Thomas \Villiam Lancaster, rector of \Yorton, county Oxon, and 
three sons, (l.: William Walford; (2.) Edward Gibbs Walford, s. p., in 
the 77th year of his age; and (3.) Theophilus Scc,tt \\'alfurd, who died 
when at school at Chipping Korton, county 0xon, aged fourteen. The 
above William and Frances \\'alford, with their son, Theophilus Scott, 
were interred at Twalcliffe. The successor, 

"XIII. \VILLIA~I \\' ALFORD, Esq., abo\·c mentioned, rl;ccivecl of his 
majesty fee farms in counties \\"atwkk an<l Leicester, and town clerk of 
Banbury. He married Eliza Agnes. <hlughtcr of J\[ic:hac:l Corgen, Esq., 
of Broad~toue Hill, county Oxon, an<l had tliretc daughter~, viz.: Frances, 
who die,J ,single; 1· 2.) Eliza Agnes; (3.) Frederica !11aria; and one son, 
(4.) \Villiam ;1,lichael, who died young. 

"XIV. EuzA AG.'-IES \VALFORD above mentioned married (r.) John 
\·Vhipr,y, Esq., uf \Villingdun l?J Lutlge, cuu11ty Middlesex, J,y whorn she 
had no issue; and \2.J Horatio Nelson Goddard, of Cliff Pypard, county 
\Vilts, and has an only daughter. 

"Frederica Maria aboye mentioned married Rev. rrancis \Vyatt, 
rector of Broughton. county Oxon, for his second wiie, who is her first 
cousin by the marriage of Elizabeth, the young-est <laughter <1f Thomas 
\Valford, Esq., of TiUonl Ferries, witli his father, Charles \\Tyatt, of 
Banbury, Esq. 

"XV. FRANCES AGNES CoD!JARJi above mentioned, baptized at 
Adderbnry, count:,· Oxford, 2<l .:\Lm:h, 1b53. 

"* * * * 1 wrrnld aho he much g-ratified \\·ith the information 
whether you have a wife and hmily, and of the other descendants of 
Robert. (;iubs, first of Honingtun, and then of Bostrnt. 

"I beg my respE'ctful compliments to all the descendants who may 
read and feel an interest in my letters, and l.ieg you to accept the sincere 
regards and best wishes of, my dear Mr. Gibbs, 

"Your obliged friend and relative, 

"(Signed) EDWARD Grnns \VALFORD." 
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NoTE.-Mr. E. Gibbs Walford's assertion that three consecutive 
Roberts were heirs to the Honington estate is contrary to the Harl. 
MSS., British Museum, and the Heralds' College; neither does it agree 
with the ordinary calculation of years allowed for each generation, 
assuming the second Robert's birth to have been in 1528, and Sir 
Henry's in 1593. 

NoTE.-Mr. \Valford's supposition that Henry Gibbs, of Halford, was 
identical with Sir Henry Gibs, or Gipps, Bart., of Scotland, is evidently 
incorrect; as Anne, daughter of Sir Ralph Gibbs, married (according to 
the Harl. MSS., p. n8r) "Henry Gibb, of the bed-chamber of King 
James I., and made a baronet of Scotland." It is hardly possible there 
could have been two of the same name and office connected with one 
family at nearly the same time. 




