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INTRODUCTION. 
f;i:!-HIS IIUJIBLE EFFORT i& 3ubm.itted u:itll. a great deal of j(:1.lr an<l tremblin!J. To con
~ 8trud a GeneulofPJ upon other than tlic olll basis is, indeed. a bold step /on.card. 117,ile 
f/ie at·eraye Gcnen.lo9y may be t·ery useful as a 3crar1-0ook, or as a safe 1;l<lce to keep 7,ank~ 
bill&, it u hoped tl,,rt this humble t·olume tt:ill be 8<Jmc(nJnr, more tlwn t!&at, and will be tl.e 
,neam of v:hiling m.cay an. hour tltat miylit othcrtcise b,/:lt~ic~~d in <ltSlflfory conrers,tlfoll. 

By ,ome, it may be consider,:d in poor taste to Jml;J{(>j{ a picture of Lyclia Pil!kl,am as 
one of the Gosse~, or a cut of llumpl!t Dum1,ty t,> reprcsf:nt $1JTn.c:<tf our anci:stors. I tcill hm~ten 
to acld th,,t no rPjfcetion is intemlcd 111;r.,n tftt: Gosses. The Gos.-:1:s are an t11,rigltt and 1.~ortky 
/.l,J»ily.-.k1i11tcst in their dealinqs, temperate ili. tltcir habits, S'•'.:i(ible in titeir nclt~trr-s, J,_r!lters 
in•itl.-.MY {t~S of tv:ins, fond o/ a joke, awl tr:ith too ,nuclt "l,orse s,:nse" in their makc-u;, to 
itftf,l!, fltl«?!r tha,i an. hQnQrable moti,:e to this "Jlistvry." 

i ~tatt,.:~ C,t1•t':alt?on de luxe tcith a list of 33 subs,:ribers; 3-1 s,,bscribers, at 25 t:cnts each. m~,-~ t!.foiwr.:_; ~~!!~ The prcss-1,:ork arvl binclitt!J alone cost me s:).j.00. I am in lwpe$ tc, yet 
enouyft <>ut of it fo Jifl!/ for paper, postage and "packin!J ." I net·cr 11.carcl of an Edition clc luxe 
,(tr:l:Jlt·,.,-,. tl!'!fJ ~~) Dcirl!/ issue,1 for tl,e trifle of tu:o t.limcs an<l a Ttrr.lf; but I t,:antecl to :.-.~,-ih· out 
'J,,ufritv, /t~•t ,l,.- s•_•,m:.thiny startling. Sttch as it is, l submit tltis "Gcntalo!/Y,, to tltr: Go&-:es 
ancl ll,e tius$1in!J$, for tltcir apr,roi·d an,l 25 r:ents. 

THE AUTHOR. 

DEDICATION. 
Q:l1i~ ~tohune i~ Pc'bir,tte'b to ~. ~- & ~. i:. ©o\\5. 

l»calcrs in Stoyc:.;, Stoyc,Funncl, }:11,ows (and a general assortment of cu--~-wortls to go {yith them), 
Kitchen I-'urnbhing Goo(l:;, Clutlres-Wriu;;cr~, Tin and w·oottcn Ware, .. tt.~ .Agents !or the 

Cooley Creamery and the Florence Lamp-Stoves. Go~::cs an<l other:; :!re hn-itetl 
lo call. Corner of Maiu anll Lincoln Street:;, LEWISTos, ~I.u.:-.E. 
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THE GOSS FAMILY. 

At th'! eighth annual Reunion of tl1c Goss Family, hclcl on the Pofantl Camp
Groruuls, Rcpt. Iii, ]s., •• I wa..~ appointed, with J osc-ph Gos..~, .Ann Arris, Emeline 
Atwood and Tas,·us .Atwooc.l, "a Committee ~o search. the records, antl pr,·p:ire 
a lli~ory of the Family, to he r1•a1l at th~ next Reunion." After li~tcning t.o 
tJ,c Jt:ipcr prepare,l hy Sarah n. Ma.rtin, which was read, tL-.t year, 1,y )Ir~. 
Charles Thurston of l>:1nville Junction, it occurrccl to me that, perhaps, little 

· a~lilitioual ,·onld he written ahout the Gos:')cs. But an cxf('nsi\·c corrt•~1l0ncl
C1!<>C, the past summer, 1,as disahnsc<l me of this idea, for I find cnou~h ma
terial conl<l be collected to till a 1000-pagc book. 

Now, I tlo not propo~ to stantl up here, ancl recite a lot or ~tatistics of births, marria~(_\S ancl dc·aths, 
for the matter or an l1our, or au hour an<l a 1,alf. Such wonlil prove very dry, and I shoui<l he fearful 
lest my autlicncc might rise to a man (aml :\ woman), an<l Y.uuoosn the grouncls. The place for such, 
pro1•erl,r, is in a printc<l Genealogy, where each family intcre.stetl can commlt it at its leisure. There 
are too many characters in tl1e ~tory, to keep tr~1.ck of th~m all. I shall only introduce such statistics 
as will S«:Cm proper to outain au i11telli~cnt idea or the whuh.~. l\Iy st.>ry will l.c gcnera.1;ratl1cr than 



spednc, and I s11:lll introduce anectlotcs of tho Gossc3 and their connections, iutcrspcrsc<l wit.11 poetry 
and such, that 1vill make this yarn as interesting as a 25-ccnt ,li1110 novel. 

THJt~ ORIGINAi~ THO:ll.AS. 

Accounts ,·ary as to the original Thomas Goss, who came to this country from En
gland. One ac·count s.-iys he was i;orn an<l married in the oltl country, a.rut IL·\.<l soma chil
dren there. :Eu~laucl intend(•d to jlrcs~ bitu ahoard a man-o·-war, hut be lert lti~ propi~rty, 
con~isting of an islan,l anfl a. ship of mt~rchamlisc, amt dt!parted witlL 11i~ family for thi~ 
country. This account says tk1.t he sdtlc<l in Glouce.~tcr, Cape Ann, Mas.~achusett.-;. From 

Gloucester lie came to o:tl Datn·il!e, in this State, and liYed there until his tlcath. lfo live<l to he 100 
years and 3 months olcl. It is mmor~cl tlia.t Jae wa..<.J greatly adtlictc,1 to the use or tol,ac<•o, aml it is 
tlmught this wa.~ the rea.•mn of bis l-cing cut <lown at such an untimely age. Uoth he amt hi:-s \\·ifo 
died on hi_i;; son Gcorge"s place. This ac,·ount tells us that he Jaad six children- Itkhar•l •• Tohn, 
Joshua, Thoma.~, Gcorge·and J>olJy. Richard mnrric"<l a Smith, .John a Parsons, Joshu:1.a1ul Thoma.~ 
unknowns, George a StinchficJ<l, aiul Polly, Thomas Howe. 

""ithiu a (cw days, I have rt:-cd\·etl a ldtcr Crom John T. Gos:-\ or Presq1w Isle, Aroo~took Connt.y. 
a man AA years of a~c. The letter w~\.~ written by his d:1.n~hter, Mr:,;. A. E. ,vi~ht. Tlais lctt,·r slu~cls 
auditional li~ht ou the ori~inal Gos.~, a11<l tells a. different ~tory. Thi:-\ Mr. ,John T. Gos.-; of Pn•:-qno 
Isle informs us t1iat the original Thoma. .. -1 Goss w:1.s his ~r.uulfathcr. He saifo,I from En~hrncl in 
J7;Jfi, with ·wifo mul three chiltlrt\ll, a fourth chilcl being horn on the pas~1.gc. They 1:1.n,fo,l in !\cw 
York, aml arterwartls settled on Lon~ Island. This :u·count tells us that the names or his family wero 
Peter, Susan, Thc()(lorc awl .Jolm. There is a tradition that a hruthnr :\1·comp:1.nietl Thomas- \Yillia.m 
hy name. The variance in fl1e two accounts may be <.".\lL5cd hy ~etting Thomas an,1 "\Yilliam mixed 
up-or e]se, :perhaps, I am mixctl. If I km~w the pr<~nt post-otlicc :ulclrt·ss of the ori~inal Thoma." 
Gos.'i, who came to this country in 17[,(i, I woultl dro1-, him a line and have this thing i:;tra.i~htcnc,l out. 
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RETURNS FROlI TIIE BACK com-rrrIES. 
This !t[r. John T~ Gos.~, who is-0n these grouncls to-days with ltis daugl1t~r, l\frs. Wight, is tl1e orig

inal settler or Prcs<iuc Isle. He entered the place on tl1e27tli of !\[arcl1, 18-12, with a wife, scren children 
an<l Sta.25 in money. Tbe brothers aml sisters of John T. Goss foot up as follows: Elizabeth, 
Pct~r, Phclte, Ali<'e, Hmmal1, ~fary, Sarah and Pri.-;cilla-niuc in all. This is one of. the l,ack coun
tit•-S that's be<'n hcanl frqm. Jolm·T. (?os.i was married in 18-.!7, at St. Gcor~c, N. B. The names of 
hi~ family are: Eh·ira, S:irall, ~[:iry, Illi:;.i, H:\nn:1h, 'Nancy, Pri:,;cilla, Jame!i, Emeline and A.lbert
tt•n in all. M(.)rc rt•turns from· Hie back counties ! There would seem to be 110 i'mme(liate danger of 
the family en.•r tlying out, if tl1e 1•re~t•nt Gosscs will only pattt~rn after the earlit•r one.s, and c.li~phiy tlH'. 
~me amount ,.r energy. 

Tht~ year pr,·\·fous to Mr. Goss settling in Presque Isle, he ha-l fcllt·tl a few trees 
nn«l ma(le a lo~ camp. The snow w:L.-. th·c feet cleep in the woods, a11d Mr. Go~s 
,uul l1is family pickt!tl tht'ir w:ly through tlJc.forests by means or 8pottcll trees. Ile 
1 ,ougl1t laml for 75 (·ents an acre. Time was given to make the <-a."h 1,a.yment of 2;1 

t~eut~, the remaining riO cent...; to be worked out a..'i a road tax. "Dnriug that first 
:year. while )!r. Gos..~ W:\..~ at work sixteen anc.l eightt-en hours a day, -c-lcaring fh-o 
;in,1 ~ix :iert."S of lan,1, ltis wife an,t d1ihlrcn were cn~l{;t* in planting hcaus antl 
con1 aud pot:\tocs. 'That f:lll we were a goo..l while witl1out bre:ul; were the 
words or the pionet-r settler, 'but we Jiau gt'l\CO c:-orn rind such.' During the first l>cdiue and Fir.II of the 

winter wifo aml h:\hit>S wcrt! left in the log ca.mp, aml Mr. Goss spent fh·e mo11tl1s Gus. Family. 

in the ,n)c){l~, work in~ for St a day. lit~ was at home only om·e c.luring the fh·c months. That must 
h:n·e lie•:n a long arnl ,lrc.\ry wint«•r for the hrn,·e w·om:\n, alm:c in the w~_)(fa with her cl1iltlren, the 
oltfost a girl or thirteen. The nc-xt year 1woplc lit~~n to mo\·e in. )[r. Go..,-; clc:uc,l ten more acres of 
fau<l, an«l the liar,l('~t strug~le w:is over." .Mr. Gos.~ will b-0 80 years olcl, Sept. la, lSSH. 

Botl1 acc.·ounts of the ori~inal Thoma." Go~, who came to this country in nr~., agree that he laa.J a 
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son John, and that tbis John marrie,l a Parsons. Joseph Goss, who is scrring on this Committee, 
wrote me that he bad looked np the old Dandlle record of births, marriages and deaths, and finds that 
this John Goss, the son of the original Thoma.-, Goss from England, was horn at Gloucester, Essex 
County, l\[~'\Cltnsetts, June G, 1770. u This is an im1>ortant link in tho cbain of e\"'idence," as our 
County .A.ttorney,'Tascus Atwood, Esq., would say. It goes to pro,e that Thomas Goss settled in 
Gloucester, l\Iass., or at least lh-ed there at one timf'. It is altogether likely that he may, at an earlier_ 
date, ha~c Ji\-ed on Long Island. The date of the birth of this partkular John Goss, June f;, 17i0, wa. ... 
fourteen years after the arrh·al of Thomas, 11is fatl1cr, from 'Engianc.1:- This .John Goss {1st) \",as th<' 
grandfather.of tl1c prei-itling officer of :",~"?::..~..,.._-- this Reunion-our own Jolni Goss of 
South Lewi:--ton. ~Tolm Goss (Jst),who \~ was born in t,70~ married, a.s I han_ 
sai(I, Ann P:usons, or liis nath·e town, · ~ ,, Glouce~-;tcr, E.--se.x County •. Rhc wa.,~ ,.c;\ ~ ~¾ l)()rll the same year as lier lmsband. r,·- ,,..,, .,._ · 1 _-::,. t~ He diet! in n~m,·ille, Feb. !l, 18:;,; l1i:-:., 
wife's death occurred }fard1 10, 1~-ts. '\ H_ .. ,· · \~~. f':~ He went to school only one an(l orn'-
11alf days~ lt•.uning to write antl figure· ~- '. ,~'; ;::Ji on birch-bark. I will Lrictly gin~ t111 :-
names of the brothers and sisters of ~w~~ J. Go~ {1st): Their first cbil«l, .Tol11 ·:_ 
G~ (:?d), w:is born at Gloucester, County or Essex, Sept. :i, tr~n-2. Jh·, 
marrietl Catl1crine Dyer o! Lewiston, S>mc Old &>tttcrs. Nov. 28, tsrn. Samuel, 2d child, k 
Nov. 18,. l'W:!, (1. l'W:t Tile~ chiM, also called Samuel, b. 17!», d. l'Wti. $amnel Parsons Gos..~, 4th chilcl.· 
b. at Pejepscot, 1797, m. Sally Vosmns, 13W; Sany wash. in 1800, d. at Danville, 1848; lied. at Dan-: 
ville, 1870. Samuel and Sally had chiMnm ns follows: Ilctsey, b. 1~':.l(), m. Isaac Libby; ·?tfary J.ml".i 
b. 1~ 111. Jeremiah Parker; Joseph {1st), 1'. 18:.?.3, d. in infancy; Lm·i, b. 1.528, went to Califon1fa in· 
185-l, and for the last ten ycar:i bas not hecn licartl from; Jo~oph (:?ti), b. in D;m\·ille, Feh. 6, t~;:-;o, m .. 
Eli7.a Jor<lau or same place, Aug. 2.1, 185:?. When ~To .. --eplt was 18 years old be commenced work on the 
Atlantic & St. Lawrcn«'e llailwa.y (now the Gran<l Trunk), and wa...c:; one of the passen~crs on the tirst 
thronglt train to Canada; after his marria::o lie went he,roml I~laml Ponti, aml Jh·cd with Jiis wife in 
a log camp. (Joseph is sen·ing on this Commjttec.} Charles ~r., Gtll cMld of Samuel an<l Sally, b. 
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1832, m. Cyntl1ja Pomcrey of Levant; Delphin~ ~- Renl>en P2rker; Lncinda R., b. IS.TI, m. George E. 
Thorne,·· 1s.:,-1; Hth and last cl1ildJ Lucy A.,- b. 18-11, 111. Latl1rop Coombs, 1867. The 5th child of 
John Goss (1st),_. Anna, b. Ir!~~, rit Samuel Martin of P~Iaud, lS:!"J; in tho s.priug of .v.;:!:> they 
moYetl tQ Pola1id/tbrce miles from· Iier·_father's home; , -:th her own b:.u1d:; she set out some apple 
trees, only one of -which i:; aliYe to-<lay; -she li\·ed on tlais place 5!J years:ancl 10 montbs,"and ,<lic<l at the 
age of 8:t .Jeffrei, fith cl1ilt.l, h. 1800, d. 182".!. 7th child, ~larj:, b~ 180'..!, m. Jacob Vosmus:of Pcjepscot, 
18::?-2; sbe was the mother of 12 chil<lren; sl1c lh·ed on their farm until bcr lmsband's 'death, and t11en 
went around with her· ~hihlren to Ike; she is a smart old la,ly to-day [September, tss1;J. · Thomas, 8th 

cliild, b. lSOl, m. Sally J"ordan, lS:?2'; Thomas and Sally h3<l 8 ehiltlrcn~Olh·c Ann, S~wall N., :Elery F., 
Lydia S., lfoury P., Almon L., Sarah E. (1st), Sarah E. (:!u). · Sa.rah E. (:!cl) m. Charles Thur.ston; 
tr1cy live at Dan\·illc Junc:tion. OliYc Ann m. Leonanl Lc:.1,·itt, and lh·cs in Turner. Elcn· ill. 

' . -
1':Ichitablc A. Russell, anll liYcs in Auburn. .Almon m. ~Iary Abby Pettingill, and also resides in 
.j\.uburn. Almon and Elery comprise the firm of A. L. & E. F. Goss, which has hcen in lmsine~s in tho 
iine of stoyes, kitchen furnishing goods, etc., in Lewhton, for more than 20 years. In the cmnrnercial 
~OPld they rank At. Agents for the Cooley Creamery. [ ..\d\·':!rt:setn:.:nt: Daily e~ery other day a.nd Weekly 1 !imc. J 
Uvi Sanborn, 9th cbilcl, b. l~'Ot;, m. Mercy Dyer for liis first wife and Mary Ann ,\ .. eT,h for his second 
~ .. 
,'\·if e; be was the father of 1:; cl1ildrca.1; )Iary Ann still lh·es. Tamma, 10th child, b. U,08, m. Charles 
i(a.xwell of Poland. "Y"illiam Allen Rowe Goss, b. 181:!, hall two wh-cs-first, )lary Nutting of Dan
~lle; seeond, llary liartin of same place. Th~ l~th child, Caroline, b. lSU, d. while young. Twckc 
cbiluren in aU; so it seems that John Gos~ (1st} was equal, if not superior, to auy Goss that preceded 
him. 

JOHN GOSS (2d) AXD "AL~T KATY." 

John Goss (2d), the father of our presicling officer, was born, as I l1a,·c statc<l, at Gloucester, 
ltass., in 1791-2. Ifrom the papers of Sarah U. ~fartiu, we learn that John Goss (1st)" bought ltis farw in 
Danv-ille of c,nc Thomas Sparhack, Sept. 5, 1::;o:t" Danville was then called Pcjcpscot, and was a part 
of the Cow.woqwe~ltb of l\I~.:busctts. ,John Goss (::M) was !!5 years of ape at tl!C ti.µlo of hi~ marrm~e 
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with Catherine Dyer. She wa.~ born Jan.15, 1789, at Capo Eliza.beth, moved wl1en she was four years 
of age to Lewiston, and went to school in a dweUing-bousc on the very spot wl1ere John Goss(:~) now 
lives, in South Lewiston. "Katy " Goss was tlte mother of 11 children -6 daugh tcrs and 5 sons- in 
the order named: .Caroline, Sarah, John, Ann, Dyer, Catherine, Samuel, \Yilliam II., Angelia, Emc
line'8.nd·Lc"·is. TP.rce of the cltildren ar~ dead: William H., Sarah am.1 Caroliue. "Katy" lh·etl to 
the age of 93 y~rs, 4 montl1s and 12 days, dying ~lay 28, 18.52, at tlte home of lier son, John Goss (:3d), 
in South. Lewiston~ Her husband die<l ~fay 14, lSGO. 

Now right he~e is where your historian wishes to introduce a few remarks, explanatory. To he im-. 
partial and just, tl1c s.1.me prominence should be given the cl1ildren of one branch of the family as 
another. Properly, I should give in detail facts and incidents 1,earing upon the live"' of "the other ch\i
dren of John Goss (1st) as well as upon what appertains to John Goss {~d), alone. But it will a.ppca'.r, 
upon reflection, that this will he impossible in the limit.-; of the time gi,;en me to re~<l this history. ~t 

bas been through no fault of n1inc that this "Geuealo~ry" may prove tleticicnt it~ 
data bearing upon tlie lh·es of the oth~i' cliiltlren of John Goss (1st), uaiaely: SamL 
uel, Sally, Anna, Jeffrey, :Mary, Thomas, LeYi Sanhorn, Tamma., or ,vm:am .Allc1~ 
Rowe Goss. ,vithin the past ten weeks I have advertised in two of the lca<lini 
papers, for information bearing upon any of the Gosse.s, aml it has only been on tho 
occasion of my writing personally that I have reccivctl any response, and then,~ 
always. Concerning the history o[ John and Catherine Goss. I have made mys~ 
familiar naturally, as my mother was so ~loscly as."ociated with it. From her lips I 
have heard much bearing upon them. Taking tlte children or ".Aunt Kr.ty" iu order, 
I shall begin with my sainted mother. 

An "'Anxious and Caroline was born in Lewiston, in what was then c-.llled tltc Commonwealth of 
Aimless" Goa. )Ia.~hnsett.s. Much of lier cliildbood was passed near the home of our pre:;iding 

officer, in the sou~hcm portion of the town. The opportunities for an cdnca.tion in those days wero 
ver, limited! lJ! ol<l D~n,ille, mother wellt to S<thool to Otis W ~terman, a leading r,cdagoguo or the 
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early times. I can hardly concch-c, at this day, how ~lie conld lt.1se ma,lc herself so proficient iu vari
ous studies. In rcading;..shc )\-,IS excellent; _in geography, well posted; and was one of the best natural 
spellers I ·11ave ever known~ .- l\Iy mother came of_ g00t.l stock. 

)llLLE~ISll AND POETRY. 

Caroline's marriage to John Boomer occurred Feb. '28,-IS:t"?, iii olJ Danville. El•ler Jonathan 'l'racy 
·ticcl the nuptial knot. Mr._· Boom.c_r was a native ·or NoYa Scotia, born in Liverpool, March 19, lSOti. 

lie was_ commonly knc,wn a.-;.a·" Ulue Nose." By tra<lc he was a <·abinet-ma.ker, but he sonu:timc::; _ 
1;reachcd by way of dh·ersivn, · though uot :m ortlaincd minister. A.bout lS-10 he embraced the 
doctrine of .J{IScph l\fill~r. Fathf·r was extreme in his \-iews-1,clicvc«l in fixing set dates, etc. I -well 

' r¢meml·cr, wlicu a boy, the collection of charts he had. on hand-all ahout the opening or the seven 

~

als, the beast with the ten horns, with pictures of lions, dragons aUtl devils, anc.l im
ob:1ule monsters, suppo:re(l in some way to hear upon the second co1r.ing o[ Christ. 
r. Boomer al ways lmd a keen appreciation o[ the ludicrous, and I believe if be could 

omc on earth, at this day, and run across that collection of cliarts, be would burst 
ore than one SU.",pl'ndcr button iu trying to cont:.\in himself. 

Some years after bi:; marria~e, father, witl1 his family, consisting of wife and four 
·hil<lren, moved to a town in Penobscot County, where he took Ut> laml anrl "farme<l J 

t." J.lr. Boomer ha<l a.-; a uei~l11,or a man whom I will call Jesse Barney, a 1,erson 
fa somewbat unsavory reputation. Thisll.,rney represented to the man of whom father got liis farm, 

that the land wa..c; being" run out," and enllea.vorcd in every way to make it uncomfortable for l\lr. 
, oomcr. It was about this time tliat the mu.-,c inspired father, and he wrote some fifty Yerses a0<>ut 
. Js "Jes n B~\rney, tbat must ha.V'e made life a burden to him, the said Barney. I am sorry that I 
, annot r<-protlucc tltem here; they woul«l prov-ea feature of this occa8ion, I am sure. I gi\"e l1erew-ith 
our yerses, the only one::; I could obtain. It will be noticed that they begin in tho middle or the subject. 

2 
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The Titus Stone spoken of w~is a town pauper, wl10 wa.~ let out for bis kcc1,ing, as was customary 
in those llays. Barney, it appears, had him once in his tcll(lcr c.1re. It b.i.~ been rcma.rkt."(l that the 
great beauty of JlOctry is in uot umlcn;ta,11cli11g it. Then t-his "poem" must be lacking i:1 beauty, for 
tlicrc is no 1nista.king its mc;ming. I sul,joiu the verses: 

(1) .And ;tll along the roa.cl, . (~) 1' .. or such insult:-; :m,l such ahusc, 
},!'Inn nowcrhank :m,t fur,ll·r,* 

•'.Jes" ll.'lrncy lics:uul cheat:.;anll sk:Ll:-,
Docs c,·crythinghut muffler. 

(2) . .Ancl thi:; be once h:ul. likcd to clo 
On Jtt•or olcl Titu:-; ~tone, 

lie heat ancl IJrui:-l'cl hi:- hody so, 
He scaI'l:C coulil ;o :Llonc. 

• Poetic iic:en !oC. 

· .Au,t :-uch outr.,.;cou~ tr('ason, 
The civil Jaw· shou)cl he l'llt in fun·c, 

..:\·ucl put hint in St:i.tc t>rbon .. · 

(4) A net there he ou;.;-ht to ~i•e111l hi:-; d:1ys 
In t-t•riou:: IIIL>flit:Ltion, 

l:Cl"iew hi:-. life, awl try to c:,;ra1.c 
The torments uf cl:uuuatiun ! 

Tliis ".Tes" Ilarneylaa<lsumc pt.-culiar notions of cc:onomy. Uc one,~ dra.uk a.quart or milk that h.~cl 
become sour. or" hurt" in some way. Ho dill u't W3nt to see it w,,.-.t·:,l ! Ifo hacl a fearful attack o·f 

~ightmare, that 11igl1t, _ a.ml m~-;t have seen monste1"8 aml devi~s n __ _ 
urnumcrablc. B:.1n1cy ~~o-. : -was sick all the , next t.lay-a tfoctor s i...,..._~ 

visi~ costi!1g l1i111 a d~,1- C:1~ __ \ , lar atul a hal!--:-ln~t "" !te J5at·cd tit: milk! ~ ..)~ 
F atlter s early hfe ~- ·. was full of nc1ss1- tu.Jes. Ills school- '.,..,~ 

ing must ha'\"'o l.ccu ; limited; but he foul natural ;,:ifts, ~ 
and wa.~ c1nick-wittcd. \\Tith the advantages of an erlucation, I bdic\·o lie wuulll ha\·c made liis mark. 
I submit an incident in his life, to show l10w 11rompt he was to wake a retort: 

Ile was once · arguing, on the street, about the 1>olicy of tbe ~ Rcpublic:u1 
party, of which~~, organization l\Ir. Boomer laacl always been a ~~ consi.sten; 
n1embcr. As us- •· •-~- -~ ual, a number 11ml collcctc(l ahout him, and lie '#. . wa.-; layin;1 

down tl1e case · z_J~ in bi~ customary Yigorous manner. As lie was l \\ -- proccr·tling 
with his argu- ment, he was approached by a leading citizen of Lewi.-;ton-
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a member or the legal profe~ion-a man who had quite an idea of bis own importance. This !roding 
citizen was addicte<l to the flowing bowl, and was i-n the·l1abitof going homeincl,riatcll. "I suppose," 
says be, addressing father, " tbat you consider yourself tho Ttead and front of the Republican party?" 
)Ir. Boomer, who stammered a little in hfa speech, retorted: " I th-th-thought you was tbe t-t-tail e11<l 
of the Democratic party, tl1e way yl)U wig-gled home, the other night!,. 

From Atkinson, ?.Ir. Boomer went to Q11incy, ~lass., afterwards lived in the Penley neighborhood, 
in South Auburn, am.I came to Aulmrn, acrocs the river from Lewiston Falls, about 18:"d. ~{y motlier 
had ten chil<lren: Edua E. (1st). Rebecc::\ llell, Joel S., Johnnie, Etlna E. (~'1), George Cyrus (1st), 
Caroline A<la, George Cyrus (:M}, ,\"'illfam ll., and Rosalia Maria. Of these children, four survive. I 
faintly rememl,er the deatll of l:osalia llaria, who departetl this life, July 6, 18.1.'3. Rebecca marrie,l 
Stillman Clon~b, of Lowell, ~[a.$S., by whom slte lta(l two children, L'\ura B. and Icla 1\{ay. Rchccca 
dietl June_3, 18'". She was an a<'complisbctl wom.l.n, and h~r death, at the early age of 3~, cut short a 
life that g-.ive ituli,~atiuns of much promise. Joel S., bon1 in 1s:;.:;, marrieJ, fir:;t, Eliza Patter:-;on of 
Bowdoin, by wl:um 01w chihl W:l:i l,on1 that is now lh·ing: George E. Eliza died .Tan. :i, 181.5. Joel 
married Rose l[orsc, .July Ht, ur;!. Four children were born 1,y this union. Caroline, n::m11:>tl for my 
mother, lliccl June ~i, lS.":!, au infant of four mtmth::;. On the o,·c~L..,ion of the fm1eral of this chilcl, 
after the body w~L~ bid in the c~L,kd, a ro:-e-lm<l was placed in the tiny ha.ml. Ucfore the foner-.11 Sl~r

~ices corumcn~cd, the hutl h.\tl bfossomcf) into a rose. This touchiu~ incident was noth·cd in tl1t~ 

Leirist,,n Journrrl. Going the ronn,ls or the prt•ss, the item met the cyf•:, of a lady in the South, who 
~cnt the following 1,0cm on tlie ~ubject to a Tennessee paper, from which I copy the lines: 

(1) An Infant. slept. oh, fair to sec, 
Amill the cotfin':-; ~loom; 

Too fair, we thnu~ht .. as yet to he 
A tenant or the tomh. 

c2) We placc,l a btul witliln its han,l, 
Aml went away to wc~p, 

To think that life's first ;.!'Oltlcn s.'\n,l 
Was wasted iu that slCCL)• 

(3) But ere the narrow house clo:::ed o'er, 
\Ve lookc,l a0r:iin to sl!e 

The <farling k1by smile once more 
In Death's sweet my.stery. 



(4) Still fair as beauty's sculptured thought, 
The little cherub Jay, 

As It the lovely cb.y bad caught 
The soul's Immortal ray. 

(5) And what we bad not Dl3rted, at lir$t, 
·A.a lldng to expand, 

12 

The bud a beauteous 11ower had burst, 
Blown In its frozen band. 

(6) Ob, then a whisper on the air 
Hade bright the d:irkcncd sod-

" 'Tis but the bud you 're pfactn~ there, 
The flower will bloom with God." 

Edna E., born April 19: lSU, married A. S. Dunham ol Paris, 18';5. Children: Fred, Ad.a, Jolm 
Perley, Jennie, John Augustus. Edna 11as all the qualities of mind and heart cbar-.icteristic of her 
mother. and is, indeed, one of the salt of the earth. George C. is marric<l, and lives in Somcn-ille, 
Mass. He served through tl1e war in tho 14th Connecticut, and participate<l in tl1e Battle o! Gettysburg. 
George C. Boomer is famous as the only soldier in that engagement, who hasn't written a magazine artic!o 
on the " llistakes o! tlte Battle." Gf!orgc tried his hand at a practical joke once,_ aml it worked suc
cessf11lly. An entertainment was announced to come off in Auburn Hall. The date chanced to be 
April 1st. George concciYed the idea of printing some complimentary tickets. He ditl so. lio sent 
them to sc,·cral prominent men of r~,viston and Auhurn. The prominent man respomk•l with 
great eclat. There were a number of him present, as there always is in our community when he st:-tn1ls :-" 
chance of getting into a show for uotl1ing. He brought his wife along with him. The tickets were pre
sented at the door. They were no good. No complimenfary tickets hat! hecu issued hy the mana~c-:
mcnt-in fact, the free list had Leen entirely suspenc.lcc.l. Not wishing to~<> home without se•~in~ the 
performance, the prominent man produced his wallet, slowly nnstrappcd it, anc.l tho treasury of thQ 
show was enriched iI1 cacl1 case by tl1c addition or a dollar. George once rccch.·etl from an AuLurn 
lawyer a "demand notice.'' Gcorgc1's response wa.i as follows: 

Your kiml arnl cntert."li11iug note wa.s duly recci\·etl. · There is no use in my calling. I do 1:ot wish to sec you, 
and I hope you will sniothcr your desire to sec me. In common with sa.,;in~~ hanks :mu other mouicd in~litn
tlons, I ha.\·c SC.'lleu down my debts. They h:tvc·rc,IuC4..-<l from 10 to 2.; per cent.; _ IJut I mu not to be out, fonc hy 
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any set of blo:ited oondhoklcrs. and have scaled down 100 per cent. You are at liberty to commence suit at your 
earliest convenience. 

. ·. :· " . . 

William H~ Boomer, born Feb. 10, 1Sl9, left school at the age of 14, ancl entered a printing office. 
Ile was employed four.winters on the SprinyJield(Mass.) Republican, a8 a compositor, and worked tltreo 
years on the Boston Herald and Globe. For more than ten years he has been employed in the book
room of the L<:1.ciston JQurnr.1.l. The seasons of 1&~ he set the type and did the proof-reading on that 
model or typographica.l excellcnce-tlie Squirrel Island S1uid. The Squid is a vacation-p.ape-r, issued 
twice weekly. \\·iniam Il. is prescrit, and will speak for himself: "John Quincy Adams once said that 
all the good tl1at was in him lie laitl to ltis m.Jther: I can take this home to myself. All the good d1at 
is in me I lay to the influence of a pure a.nd cberishetl mother. I ha\"'o the reflection that I ,,·as 
always kind to her. She was one of the ~st of women. EYcrybody spoke well of 'Aunt Cally.' No 
better or nobler woman ever lived, and I feel that no tt·!bute that a son can pay to a mother can do her 
more tl1an justice. She died Dec. 2!l, lSSl, surrounded by her family; and has passed to that glory
crowned home, amid Heaven's immortal l,loom. Her cl(){,ing words were: 'This is the last of earth!'" 

Sarah, second in order, married Artemus Carter of Portland. Shi} bad five children: Charlotte 
Isabelle, Ellen, Nettie, Albert and Hattie. Charlotte Isabelle died at the age of 2 years. Ellen ruar
rie<l Lyman Lebont-5, Nettie an Andrews, and Albert ,a Peabody. Albert's wife is dead. Sar-.lh died 
&pt. 28, 1800, and was laid at rest in the old Fitz burying ground, in Danville. 

John {3c.1), son of John and Catherine Goss, was born Oct. 8, 1818. Ile married :Mary L. Brooks, 
his present -w-ife, July 11, 16-17. Their cl1ildren, now Ih·ing, are: Charles F., b. 1848; he m. Abhy 
R. Mattison, 1871; Charles is a&Sociated with E. S. Paul in tlte dry goods business in Lewiston. GeoriJc 
\V., b. 1851, m. Lillian L. Ricker, 1813; Geor~e holds the position of teller in the First National Bank 
t,f Lewiston; as a writer of obituary resolYes he ranks second only t~ G. Washington Childs of the 
Philadelpltia Ledger. Etta L., b. 1857, m. George W. Uam, 1S77. Edwin L., l,. 181.>2, m. )farion H. 
,ving, lS&i. Lizzie Cedelle, b. lSlilj, m. RcY. J. L. Smith, lS."1. :Minnie Florence, l>. lSG!l. John 
:Jurgcss, b. 1871. John Goss (3d), is the presiding officer of the Goss Family Reunion, the present 
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year [1886]. The entire family have always looked up to "Uncle John" a.c; a sort of guide and 
counselor. He has ever been prominent· in all matters appert:iining to our large and growing fam
ily, and has been foremost in e,·ery good deed. I do n~t know what we shall llo after·' Uncle John" 
ha.41 passed over to the majority. ,\ ... e shall ha'\"'c no one to tel_l us the proper way to plant Leans and 
cucum~rs, or tender to us advice about courtship-and matrimony-for John ltas Leen a much-married 
man, and knows how 'tis himself ! · 

Ann, fourth child of John ancl Catherine Goss, born )fard1 12, 1820, married William P. Arris, 
Sept. 4, 18...~. "Aunt .Ann" ltas had Ji/teen chil,lrcn: In Englcln<l, the gon~mruent pensions a motlier 

who l,cars as many children as that; and I hc1im:e '"Aunt Ann~' ought to 
haYe a pension. She isn't dead yet, for, on the occasion of her ,;i;th 1irtl1-
day, ~he walked ·ten miles to minister to her son·s siek wife. Ann was 
always good in sickness, antl I bclie\"e, somewhere in lie:1,Ycn, !l. frout scat 
i~ resen·ed for her. Her lmsl,and, "~illi.l.m P. Arris, is ur..-,11 a lieu of skk
ncss; he has been an in\·ali<l for 1:; years. )fr. Arris was an actkc mau, 
in bis younger days, aml (lid a great deal of hartl work. .A.nu atul \Vil
liam J1aYe Ji,·eJ. in al,out eYery house in Lewiston an<l Auburn. Aun is 
good for a number of years yet. The reason why I <lon·t mention the 
nam~s of her cltildrt~ll an(l grandcliildren is- becam,;c li/e i.~ foo ~h,,;·t ! 

Dyer, fifth in orclcr, b. No,·. 8, 1821, m. Christiaua Cliffonl, Nov-. 1!•, 
l&iO. Rel"". Charles )It-rrill officiated. Dyer and "Aunt Chris·' (as gt>od souls as eYcr live<l) dwell on the 
old Goss place, in DanYille, where they ha\·~ resicled for o,·er 2,, years. To my mind, thi~ Goss pl.u·e 
is a cherished spot. Tlae lmildin~rs niust be o~cr GO years o]J. Built in a sort o' Queen .Anne style~ 
their very ancient, l':\mbling appearance haYe a charm that is inexpressible. How much of sunshine 
and shac.low, and glory and gloom, cluster ahout those dear old lmildings ! '\Yi thin the walls of that 
mansion ha,·e been witue.s.~ed scene~ that will bring up to us cltildhooil's happy hours, when prattling 
youth were ,~ont to play about its doors; the gray-11a.ircll sire, returning from the h2y-ficlcl of a l10t, 
sultry day in July, glad to seek rest within its por..als; the children, climbing their mother's knee, 
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'' the cnvfod kiss to share"; t!1e tlear ohl granJfathcr, amt the dear old grandmotlier, p..~ing tbc 
eveniu~ of tl1eir lives tJu.-rc, awaiting the suuunon_s that shall bear tl1cm beavenwartl; to "-hose 
mind!'\ the ohl homeste:M.l is ever beautiful; who would not ex:chan~e the olll farm and i~ associa-

tions for all the wealth of all the I mlics. Indeed, it is a <lear olt( s1>0t; and 
~ ne,\,·, before it is too late-ere tl1e rayages or time or fire may dl-stroy that 

~~f,:~· ancient liouse-lct tbc JlllOt<>graplrer~~ art transfer a picture of the sacrc<l 
~~l~-r~~)R.,1 shrine-, tbat each aml all may l1ave a <~opy. to p-rescn-e for future generations. 

~~~, low?:h~i;!t:~ .. 0 ~~J;:"i.;:dE~~r~~-t.ia~:i~~'.~ ~;Ir~~~~•;::,:~~= 
~~~;~ Nidwlas R., and Cbarlot~e R. Th~ lia\·c <~!t-'1.1: \Vi~1fiehl D., Ec.lwiu K., 

-~ ~~:~~ Jen mo M. A_<l<l:~ mamcd On·Ille ~,~ett; E~la m. 
~t ~ ~~~~ Azel B. Il()()(l, Ccdell tn. James .A. l 1kc. 

~~~~~~~..._- ~~~k r 1 Catherine, sixth c._·hild of .John and Catbcriue Goss, 
~~~ ~ .. ~ ~ k· .,·_ 
~~\~ ,,,.· ~~--. ~\~~~--- ______ -_;r,· __ /:-·: _. , ~-- 1>. No,. J, lS:?:i, m. John IL ~fartin, in the year 18-1~, in 

i-'"'-"'\-,-., · ~ rt Fi Uoston. Children: 'Emily A .• Lorenzo lL. lfo.nnalt E., 
~ ~~~~-i\·~•j· ·- · :F;~~,r- · . · -~-:: Amelia R. (1st), Aurilh :\[., Rc1scoe )[., Amelia I:.. {:!d), 

:i )ff;; ·-fer ¾;: fl ;"'~ -- 'f-' -J Lillie ~r. n., w allacc If., G r:uc G ., . Jolin c. or these 
~ ~lt.;1 -· \ ,..J ~1 t._, . ; /, J 11 cl1il<lre11, Loren1.0, Hannal,, Amelia and Aurilia are 

-~~ll!~~~-~ , ,r.- { . -:~~-,f:?.b'·-'' ' V dea<l. It j~ usual, on ocea.-;ions like this Reunion, to 
--~· •c-,,-• ,.,.. -;.:;:, :~< . .. _ ~~l ,-:..i.. draw up n·solutions or rc~rd for such rncmhers of a 

- -==-=-~~.)~...:..~~-~~~~~&~_-:~ family a.~ ma~r have die<l tlnrin~ tho yea.r, and send 
these rcsoluticms, properly engrossed, to the rel:l,tiYcs 

of the tlece:,scd. This is all Yery well an<l very appropriate. I 'helie\"C [ 1~evcr rea.t! any yet that ditl n't 
speak of the " uispcnsations or an all-wise Pro¥idencc/' or" wha.t is our loss is his gain," or some
thing in that strain. (I expect, when I climh tllf! golden st:\irs, that these la...-;t lines will ho transposed 
and ma<le to real!; "\Vhat is his loss is ou;• ~pin!'') But I bcliev~ there i~ a symrathy tha.t should bt, 
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extend~d to the lirill!J, that is paramount to all tf1is. Take the case of Emily }[artin, for example. 
While she is not an object of cb.arity, she~ certainly an ohject o! our sympathy; and I am of tbc 01,in
ion that, here an<l now, we should offer something substantial as an expression of our re~rards. Emily 
bas been an in¥alid for more tban 20 years, snffering greatly most of the time, aml is certainly wortby 
of wbate,·er sympathy we ma; bestow. Ho\v mucl1 of a hero or heroine is tlto man or woman \\·ho is 
bom into th.is world, and wl10 enjoys through life perfect health? Wbo make their boasts that tl,r:y 
were never sick a day in their li\"'es? Such arc not the heroes or tbc- heroines, nor always, eitl1cr1 

the brainy ones. c. Great minds bavc great afflictions." Tbese robust p€'0ple know not wlrn.t it is to 
suffer martynlom, such as, undoubtedly, Emily ~{;irtin endures every hour of b(~r life. It is one of tho 
ways of the A.!mightythat Wt! cannot fathom, that slie i"i made to suffer in this way. I.ct us all, as kin 
anti kind, ext.e11d to her our syw1latby iu a sul,stantial manner. I have been _to an expense of between 
.fiV"e and six dollars in ad¥erti.. .. ing aml corrcs1>0mlencc relath·c to the Goss Family; if tho:.-;c who foci so 
inclinedJ will contrihute a-mite to pay thii; bill, I will turn the amount o\·cr to "Aunt Cath,'' for 
Emily's benefit. (A subscription of ~ti.57 was taken up. I ha\·c since rccci\"C(l a touching letter from 
tl1is young lady I and I know th:,t all tlto:;c who contril,utt~,1 must feel rt·pahL Emily's post-ofticc address 
is North Pownal, )Jaine. The author asks tli~ who ha,·c ucws11apers and such, that they ha\·c 
react, and wlac; desire to do a kiu<lly act, to please scud tl1cm to lier a(.lclress, thus making bright the 
hours of a ,lark cxistc,1cc.) 

Samuel Goss, scn~nth in order, wa.s 1Jon1 Oct. rn, l~, in Dan \·illc. Samuel was marricll to 
Abbie "·atennan in P'>iaml, Sept.~, u;t,.;i. hy ,Y:,lbce \\·atcrman, Ei,;q. They han! ha(l three chil
dren. ( I untlcrsta1~'1 that I ~ot a tritlc mixed in regartl to Samuel. My informant must have been 
thinking of anot?,er Samuel. I accused him of having had two wi,;cs. Tha.t teas a little rough. It-'s 
bad enough, somctim~, for a Goss to have one wife, and I feel that I owe Samucl-wl10 is a most 
worthy man, an<l his wife, who is a most excellent woman-the amcnclc hon~m1ble.] 

William II. Goss, eightl1 cl1ild, b. Sept. 1, 18:?7, tl. Dec. ~>8, 18-1!). IIi!i death was causccl by being 
improperly vaccinated. Your historian w~ named for him. "rhc:ri told that I was honurt,u with his 
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iitle, he looked at me, and remarked: "Why, be ~s notlting 1,nt an acorn compare<! to the mighty oak!,, 
✓Angelia, ninth child, was born Jan. :!S, 1s:;o. She was married to George ,Yatcrlionsc, iu 18j(), by 

Wallace \Yatennan, ~1- George is au engineer on the Graml Trunk Railway,and_resides with his 
wife iu Gorl1am, N.· Il .. The cliilJrcn of George and Angelia ,vaterhouso are minus. 

Emeline, tent~• in order, b. April 2, 1&,~, m. Harrison 
Atwood, 1855, in: Danville. c:;~~~,.._...~ They r(.>Side near Lake Au-
burn. Tascus Atwootl,'F .... -;;(1.,· our present County Attor-
ney, 51nd a rising young law- -~~ · yer, js the oou of Ha.rrisou by 
a. former wife. Tascns mar- .- ried Helen E. Jameson, and 

Feh. !t, l~;'i". Lewis m. Sarah 
Feb. 2, 1~ ... ~- Their children, ~r"':; 
E:~~::::~:~e~1~; ~.;~t: 'b\:t:f.~)~[!••~ ;;:~:~:!•~~I~~~~:~ 
pany. Lewis is one of your ~{ ~~•·· • .. ~~- _ ?: plain, unpretentions sort of 

=~::n!;\,!:.,.~;y,~nk~! \ . ; ___ .ef/'r_ ) ::: ~i~;a:it~~:~ 1:~:~ 
Lewis has been 1•romiuent ~- ::. .~1/ . ;_ -_}-~-~:- l foryears in the temperance 
cause, anc.l in and out of sea- '.. ~ ~ -~·· _ _-. ".:.-~:S~ ·'-"- son has championed it. ~!ore 
than one person has been '~~~ .. ti.-~.;..'\;~- snatched, as a l,rand from the 
burning, by his persuasive THE .,t-rnot:. influence. For more than 
•..-..n ,·e"'rs he has be• ... n con nected w1·t1i •eform clubs in 
Ir'!. ~ "'. • (BEl"O£E RE n.u, 1115 U.UE ct,"T.] '" 
Lewiston and Auburn. In a pleasant home, a few miles 
out of Lewiston, Lewis is enjoying that' serene contentment which comes of a life pas...~d in doing good. 

3 
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LEITER FROJI GUY C. GOSS, ESQ. 

Since the foregoing was written, I have corrc:;ponded with Guy C. Goss, Esq., one of Bath's lead
ing citizens, and known all o,·cr tho globe a.s au extcrc;i\~e sltip-1,uil<.lcr. I cnclosc<l sarupJo pages of 
this ¥olume, au<l intimated that any information that lie coulll impart about the Ila.th 1,rauch or tl1c 
G~ woul<l. proYe \"t!ry acceptal,lc. His entertaining a.ml instructive letter is here printctl: 

BATH, SepterulJcr 4, 1~..:r,. 
\f"ILUi:n]I. :Coo::mm, EsQ.,~De<ir Sir: Your cstccmc,l fa\·or i:; :it h:md. It w:H my intention to h~v< 

a<'c.."Cptt.-..l the kiml im·it:itfon to be present at the l:euniou or the lio~~ .Family. J couM claim no kiu::;hip of :my of 
tbe f:,milic~ in lfaiuc hy tltc name I bear. lly father, Benjamin C. Go.s.:-, w:ts born lr, Xcwl.mrn•vrt, )fa::;s., 17~"', 
:ind was :m vnty Sl.lll~ Jib father (my ;..•Tauclfathcr) was ma::itcr of an .En;;It~h ship, ancl w:ts lost this s:unc yc:Lr, 
on C:t}.)(.' Cl~l, in a. nc.\rthc:tst gale. .Ard ring orr :Xcwl.mryport, in the winter sc:is,m, :ulll unable to c1-oss tlic b.ar, 
he coulll rwt fetch out past the Capt.', :111t.l his :;,hip :i1Hl all hands were Jo.,.t. Ile marrkcl Su,;an Ho:l~c of Xcwhury
!HlrL lfy father l".UUC to lfainc al>1)Ut 1~,;. :1111) was c11,;a0c,l in tc:tchiu~ schovl. Jlc married :Cct:;cy Jl•hu;-;on, a 
tlaut!'htcr ~•f Ik:1cou .Jo?rn:-<>n, one of the 1ir~t settlers iu East I:-.!:1cltlcltl. Ile scnctl in the war of l:-iJ:?. Uc w:ts In 
sc,·ernl b:tttlc!', in 011c of whkll he was fakcn lffi~oucr, l;ut rua1lc hi5 C:5C."l})C. I think It wa:; at the Baltic of 
Ch:ttc:mg;1y \\. 0()(}5. .Aflcr the war he rcmo,·c<.I to the c:i:;tcrn part o! the St."ltc. then Pcuoh~ot County, iu the town 
of S.·m~cr.illc. I w:1s ooni there. He was cng:10-c1l in that 11cw country in surveying, :tn•l w:ts County Commis
sioner. He was a mcmb(-r of the first Legislature of )!:tine, an,l was one o! the si0ners or the Constitution. Uc 
was the t:ithcr o! nine children, all but one of whom arc tkcc:t.sc<l. '11u~ oulr ones Lcaring the name left bc:;idc 
n1y~lf l.s a nc1•hew residing in \\. est nr0iliia. 

I nc\"cr h;ul lime to sto1) at 'Sewburyport long enough to trace my fatbcr's matcru.1.l ancestors. GL'Orgc ,n1itc
ficld (as I remember my fathl·r tcllin~ me) dil-d at his uncle's ht»usc. Ile clahnecl th:it Lydia II. Sigourney w:is :l 

rclaU\·c. You know all Arucrkaus ar~ son.•rd~'11S ln their own ri.;;ht, and a great m:my or u.s claim to trace our 
lineage kid. to n_lyalty. So it is with the Gosse~. As my father u.se(l to tdl me, we dc5ecndecl or were rclath·e:; 
(I"rathcr think a..-:cende,f) from ~fary, Queen o( Scots. So I infer that the n:m1c Goss is a corruption of Guise. 
There is 3 strong famlly rescruhlan<:-e lu th«:! Go~scs I have met witb, aml I think my sister :Mary wa=- as £tnccnly a 
l\·oru~n :is )fary or Guise, and a.s bc:iutiful. When In Lh·crpool, I-:n0land, in JS-!;, a lady boartling at the same 
hou:5C I ilitl C3.lllC to me. a.n<l a:::kcd it my name wa;:; not Goss. I told her it wa.s. She ~'\ict sllc knew she could not 
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be mi8t.-iken, am1 asked me what rcL'ltfon I wns to 'Bishop Goss. I ha<l to tell her that I coulcl not claim the honor 
of any rcfationshlp. The .first ouc I ever sa,"· of my name w:1.s :1t Point <le Galle, Ceylon, J think in JSl;l. He was 
a lieutenant in the 1-:nglbh na\"y, nud I cou}f] not dou1,t his being a. Goss. I ha.rn since met two of the na.mc in 
P..os~on, :ind tl1cy hot11 uc:ir the same likcuc~s. I ban~ also met wiU1 two of the Gosscs in Lewiston- .A. L. Goss 
arul a brother, E. F. (?.oss-and there is no mistaking the immcs or the looks. 

Yours, truly, G. C. GOSS. 

REllARKS. 

There i5 ~min~lyno en<l to the Gosscs. There are GossC!:J iu front of you, Gosses l,cl1iml you
G<>5.'-C.s to left of you. Gos..<;cs to ri~ltt of yon -anywhere an<l c\.·crywhcrc you will find Gosse.~. It 
would 1mzzle a Phil:ulclphia l:nr.r•~r or m1 Anllro:;co:!_~n County Attorney to keep track of them all. 
There is a howling wihlcrucss of uncles, aunts an«l ~ramld1il<lrcn, 
aml one i~ Jost in amazement- -"1""'1!11191,-. becomes sort o' snow-blind, so to 
speak -in attem1,ti11~ to tra<'c 

1
. ->.:... them all. Thcr~ arc the hrothns 

antl sisters of .Jo1m Goss (2'1); --~- their hi~toryshoultl be Jookccl up; 
and there are the hrotlicrs allfl - --~~-;~ siskra of Catherine Dytir, who 
married John Goss (2d); one of , ·1 \.:- ~- the sistcrs-".Aunt Tarr•'-livecl 
in noston. Then tl1crc is ".Aunt Nal,by., ""itl1:un, Catherine's sis-
~r, of. whom I ha,e hcarll my motlier frc<1ncntly spe~k. AM-
gait Dyer was born June 2---;, JS()(), an<l is living to-<lay, a smart old 
Ja,ly. I intcn·iewcd her, tlais year, at Danville, wlwrc sl,c has always 
residec.l. SJac n1arric<l Aaron \Vitliam, ~Tan. :u, 1820. Tlwy ha,l 
eight chilclrcn. :Mr. " .. itham died Oct. :u, lS70. 

There is a "redun4ant fu)I. e:.=:.;.;.;. ______ .._ __ .,.. ncs.~ and an unsatisfact'lry brc,·-
Uv,, in writincr anYthitJrr You Till-: Al'TUOl:'S ,_, COFSIS." can get ont a YVV•kct e<lition of a Ill ~ • r,• ,~,,-

dictionary, or an nnal,rid~e•l copy er~ Cutil"ura for thc c,oniplt·xion.J of 2000 pages. I l1acl to draw the 
line somcwl1<!rc. It was impnssil,le, in remarks o<"enpying an hour, to get in everybody's name. ,vhcro 
I ba\·c dc¥ote<l more space to one than to another, it is hcca.usc I am more familiar witl1 that ouc's 
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life, and not through any intention to be partial. No live man can write a history to suit everybody. 
The ones tliat will find fault with this production are the ones that wrote me, in response to my 
requests for information, letters like the following: "I can't giV"e you any facts ,vhatc,·cr aliout my 
grandfather." "I don't think there is anything concerning my folks that w'ill be of interest." "IC 
you want to know anything abottt the original Gosscs, write to Aunt Jcrusha Stebbins, who Jh-es near 
Trap Corner." I write to Aunt Jcmsha Stchhins, who lives near Trap Corner, an<l she telfa me if I 
waut to fiml ont anytlaing al1tmt our ancestors, to" drop a line to llr. Jedc<lia.h \Yayhac~k, who li\·cs 

on Sand Hill." I send to Mr~ i ,vayl,ack, an«l be tells me that . -e~. _ "tlu:re 's an oM fellow tl!at c~me ~~~~ ,n. ·c~ in t!,e )layl!owcr, who lives . 171~ 
UN:_· np 1n Ea.~: Ja.~per,_ ,crmon!. .f!J,.f Hes .. 1. httlc fcchlc, ancl Jms lost b{. --: . ..:.»-·.~-

• · so~1c of Ills faculties. He :, -rl2 homel.}: cuou~h to throw a s:_1.w- ~~~\\ 
null out o' gear, or make a man <l<•ny }us country to look at Jum; - '.\ ~~-· 

but he's got no eml of stories to tell ahout the Gosscs-awl ~omc oi them arc! just a:, comit-:il a.-; they 
can be." And so it goes. A member c,f the family will tell me tlaat a ccrt..Lin f:o~s fa hor?1 on a c~rtain 
date; tl1e town records :,~ve :i different <late. W"ba.t am I to <lo? At best, it's a tbanklc~~ t:isk, aml if 
the Goss Family prc>pogc to get ont a rc:-:nlar Gcnca.Iogy-a.'i I It.we heart! it intim:1.tc~,1- tlwy 'JI ha.\'C 
to pay a man a salary to <lo it-and lac '11 earn that salary! Up to a certaiu point, it is a" lahor of 
]o\"e'' to prepare a History; licyoucl tliat, it seems st.·de, tlat ancl nnprofit;1.hlc. The m·cr.i:,:c G«:ncalogy 
makes f,00 pages, aml ~::....._ costs S:tr,O. As a l,ook c,f reference, it is douhtlcss valua-
ble; as a volun_1e to entertain aml amuse, the P.1tc\11t Otlice I:ep1•rt is a wiltl \\ .. cst-
en1 romance in com- parisou. };ven the olcl familiar tlnio11r.mn1t of Yirtuc trimu-
pbaut;v'ice punisl1c<l, • ··" ~ etc., is omitted. To get out a regular Gcne:l.logy- taking 
the generatious in ~:·• -~ · their order, and introducing the sisters, the cousins aucl the 
aunts,and tliegraucl- .-\~';j. clailtlrcu-thcre will l1an~ to lie some method put into thil'l 
Goss ma,Incss. Bnt z~~ tlais invoke:; an cnormou.~ amount or work; aml so, 1,erhap~, 
it is best each year ·,. ~ to simply take up one or two Lr-.inchP$ of the Goss Family, 
and read tlte paper at these l!euuions. These gathcrirab'"8 have now grown. to snr,b 
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magnitude, tl1at it won't do to take up too mucl1 time in routine business, else their object will fail. I, 
for one, want a little time to look around among the Gosses, and take them by t11e baud-especially 
the young ancl good-looking ones. In the langu..'\ge or Solon Chase: 

•'We 'Jlustn~t Bite Off' llorc'n \Ve Can Chaw!" 

When it comes to writing a Genealogy on the old ba..c:;is, you can count me out. ~ry best hold i~ n 't 
~tati.~lic3. I \\·ish tlle person God speed tb:1.t undertakes it, and hope he wiU get .returns commcnsnrate 
with the labor P'!donue<l-bnt I doubt it. 

The J1umblc effort which i" here presented, call it wh:\t yon will-Genealogy, History, Biog-

h rapliy, Almanac or Picture Book-is ori!/inal tltrOu!Jltout. ~··. I pnbli.~h the volume on 
· my own ,~ book;' and set tlie type, trnst.ing to Good 8'j _·· tg Luck to pull me tl1r,n1gla. 

-·· ... Tlic 1,oc,k ha.<t eost me to i~uc, ribont 810.00. I have - · r, ·nriutccl a more elal>0r-.1tc ~• ¥ r ~ . . work tJ1an wa.'\ at first int•~nded, a'n«l sla:-1.ll be obliged ' ~~ to char~e a quarter. In 
Th~ Or1:,nsl • • I J • J 1 fi I . J ( • .. • n .. ~m:u. 1tc:; pre1l!lrabon, 1:we n t even ,a. a con < cut1a a< - ,·1ser; that offic1ons per-

son J1:1s 1,cen con,eniently absent, for wMclt I r.annot feel too grateful. Aside from that which 
may 8"-Cm trh·ial, there is a. ~eat deal of solid information, t11at is wcJl worth pr•~~erving. which tho 
Go~scs haYc ne,·er bcfort! had the privilc~e of st~eing in connected fonn. The <lates usccl are t;1.kcn from 
family Uih1Ps ancl town recort1s, anll sometimes from nwmory of the "olclest inhahita.nt.'' That mem
ory is not always to he rclie<l upon, an•l I han• Imel to, in ~omo cases," a\·ern~c ,. tlae flatcs. For. in
st:.mct~, the dt.•atb of \Yillfam II., ei;.:hth clliltl of .John Goss (:M), wa.~ gin•n to me as Dec.~. l~t~. i\s 
your laistorfan wa:; l>om lt'cb. 10,. lS.1!l, he coulcl Jaarclly h:we made the remark attrilmtccl to Mm on 
page 17, am! so I print his death as occnrriu~ Dec.~:,, ls.t!•. If a person is n·t careful, he'll nut into 
just such stnml,ling hlocks. I have m:.c<l. all lmma.n preeautions to get figures correct, aml l1opc to at 
lc.1...~t })C hri,·t•n the er~lit of tryinfJ to tlo justke hy all. 

Since I sta.rt.-.d this volume, ~onsicforahlc eneonra.gcment, in the way or lcttcr:-l, subscriptions, ete., 
l1a.~ lieen gi\"cn me. From ~Ir. C. S. Gosse, .A<l\·crtising A~cnt, Uoston [allvcrUseiiient~ placccl in 
all the lea.ling p:tpers; estimates furnished], to whom I sent sample pages, the following was rccciYc<l: 
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"Shall want about ten (possibly more) of your books; put me down for ten, any W6Y, and notify me 
when they are rea<ly." In ·Lewiston, I l1a\"'c n't been out of my way to get a subscriber. As usual, tho 
man •~~ sought the office, rather than tbc office seeking the man. 

This is my first attempt at writ
ing ancient history. Up to elate, 
I 've enjoyed it. Tl1rongh the for
l>e.arnncc of the Goss Family, amt a 
disposition to forgh·~ what I l1a,·c 
saitl about them, provillcd I won ·t 
tlo it again, they ha,c kinclly ll('!r
mitte<I me to act a.~ their historian 

·.· ;., 
.~, . .,_" 

!or the coming year. N Jxt sc:1..~n 
I'm going ri~ht into that strong
lloltl of the Gosscs-oltl Danville-

•·.; r·,..~~, . 
:J, ;_,: •. • 

·:··. ~ } •,,,_ ,,r:'. . . >~.\ ."._ \ . :, r~--
ancl intcn·icw some of the oltlcr _;; .·. · >~err, ·: .,• ··: : :- · , 

mcmliers. (Uthcsitting-roomcanbccn;..r:i~t-d,itwillhcinortler, ;:,;_ ,, <.,, ·\J1 ~;,<· ·/, 
also, to interview some of t.bc youn~cr members.} Now that the . _ /U:).:

1
~; i_ ~. 

Gosse.~ laa\·e 1,ccn given fair waruin~, they will be ena.hlt:<l to ( . ; "-·,- ._, ··: ,: .· , 
put thcmsclvc~ on guar,l- fix a time-lock to tbcir chicken-coop, U~{ _/ 
deposit their sikcr spoons in a safe pb.cc, and ha.\·o a mark t11at -----
won't wa.c;;h out 1•ut on their nrubrdlas. The l1istorian will come Ob, I.ydia. in your laour~ or l':1-c, 

Unttrt:1.i11, c-uy, 111111 h:1,1! to ptrn~; 
home with 3, pillow-ca.sc full or apples an<l :\ lot or hecch-nnts, Uut st"Cn too often. fa111iliu will, ynur (11C(', 

to rcrncml,cr the "oltl folks" by. The author simply throws out We tirst c111l11re, thcu pity, th\!11 cmhr:1L"(•. 

tho l1i11t tl1at be is l"cry foud of tl10 pumpkin-pie and mofas."cs gingnbread of the ~ranclmotl1<'r, mul 
th:.t any attention 1mi<l to his Dcp:utment or tho Interior \\=tn be rctnrnc,l with interest. 

"SEE YOU LATEU!" 

I 



TO THE GOSS FAMILY: 

Slnre the ftN.t eight pages ot this book were prlnteti1 I have been shown the origln:11 dcell of Thomas 
Sp:uiia,t"k to John Go::s (1st); ft was recch-cJ too late for !nsertlon here, but wlll be reHl at the next Jteunioo. 

As Chail'lll!ln of the Commlltt.'(', I dc~lre to obtain all the information pos~iulc about the Gosse:;. 1-~:1cts 
be3rlng upon the life or the ori0rin.-il Thomas Goss arc p:i.rticul:\rly desired, as well as copies of ancient tlce~ls 
and u·Uls. It ls hoped the re::;1~nse will be general to this :ip}lc:al. I shall Le only too happy to gh-e ~ll the 
Gosscs a shomng-up at the next P.cuulon, but 1 can b:irdly be -expcctc<l to write hi:;tc>ry unJe:55 fact$ arc 
gil'CD me to wrlte hktory upon. It would t,c c-.ontr:iry to law an1l tbe evitlt!nce for me to lie about the Gos.:;cs, 
and I would n'"t do it-at Je:i:;t, not for les.s than 20 cent::; an hour. My address will be found on prt.~cdlng 
~~ ~aa 
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