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Thomas Garrison and Comfort Roberts Garrison, hls wife,
and four children William, Absolom, Sollomon, and Thomas smigrasted
to North Carclina, Buncomb County, from Virginia, Patrick Henry
County, about the year A.D. 1764. They had five children bormn
to them after coming to North Carolina, Jasmes, Elisabeth, Mary,
Charity, and Sarah. Making in all nine children, five sons and
four daughters,

Thomas Garrison and his wife, Comfort Roberts Garrison,
were born in or near Beltimore, Maryland, and wers both of Anglo
Saxon origin. Thelr parents were both from England, Europe. Mr.
Garrison wee a Revolutionary soldler under Ceneral Marion and
served until the end of that war, but died shortly safter pesace was
made with an sttack of cramp collic, leaving a large family of
children and his widow to riourn his loss end struggle to make
& living in a8 new and devastated country. He lived and died
onn his farm, which was situated on Flat Creek elght or nine
miles wast ol Ashville, the present coumty seat of Buncomb County,
Nortn Csreolina., This farm has been in the continuous possession
of his descendents since his death, with the exception of about
one cr two years. After his death, his widow occupied it for
some years. When Absalom married he got possession of the farm
and when he left for Illinois he sold it sll to his mother and
before her death she willed it to him (Absalom of Illinols). He
then sold 1t to James M, Alexander, then Mr. Alexander sold it to
William C. Garrison end he and his family has been possessed of it
ever since up, to the present time. It now belongs to his son,

T, M. Garrisoﬂ end it is heoped that it will be owned Ly hils dsscend-

ents until they become extinct. Pilve of Mr, Garrison's children
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were born on this farm and most of his children were reared on 1t.
Some of Absolom Garrison's (his son) children were born and partly
reared on it. I was born on 1t and all of William C., Garrisont's
children were born on it. Mr. Thomas Garrison died on 1t and hils
widow died on it. Willlam C. Garrison and hls widow died on it.
While I am glving the incidences connected with this noted little
tract of land end home of so many of the Garrisons, I will glve

one of Revclutionary times. Thomas Garrisan,.while he was a soldier
under General Marion, wes taken prisoner by the English troops snd
in order to extort from him the whereasbouts as to location of
Marion's trcops they hanged lir. Garrison to a sarvis or may cherry
tree that stood in his yard plat until life was near extinct three
times, but he proved invulnerable to the last and they left him,
thinking him deed, When I left that State in 1837 fhis same tree
was yet standing in the yard and I hope 1t 1s yet.standing as a
monument of Revelutionary integrity and fidelity to the ceause of
American independence, Some years after Thomas Garrison died his
widow, Comforﬁ Garrison, married & second time a man by the name

of Crook, but it did not prove to be a heppy union end they éaparated,
he left the country and has not baeﬁ neard of since to my kmowledge
at least. She and some of her children continued to cultivate and
live on this old farm, up to the marriage.of her youngest child.
She then continued to reside on it and hired it cultivated until
her death, which took place about the year 1830. She was seventy-
seven years of age at her deatho She was a member of the M. E.
Church'and my father and mother bullt a cabin at the Camp Ground
near what i1s now Veaverville for her accomodation, and camped with

her as long as she lived. She was a very devout christien woman
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and when she dled I was a lad of ten years of age and my lather

and mother were living with her at her death, She was the first
corpse I had ever aseen., She died very peacefully, shs wentto bed

on Saturday night as well as she usually had been and no one knew
what time she dled that ni; ht. Next morning she was in the position
she always assumed when sha slapt but was rigid. Shﬁicdrpainly'paas~
ed mway pescefully as she slept and never experlienced the commqn‘ .
panges of death, Her children were all married and had left the
state, but two, her eldest, William, and Sarah the youngest, they
were livirng thers in the nesighborhocod of thelr fatherts and motherts

adoption.

Centain William Carrison, Thomas Garrison's and Comfort Garri-
son's sldest child, married lMiss Elizabeth Dickerson of Virginia.
They hid five sons and three daughters, Jefferson Griffe-Dickerson
Garrlson and Thomas Garrison, ftheir eldest, were twins and so much
alike that no person could tell or distinguish one from the other
except their mother and she could only do so by a mole on one of
their nscks.

Jefferson G.D. Garrison married Miss Matilda Weaver, a daughter
of John Weaver of Buncomb County, MNorth Carolina. She was of German
dacent., He settled on 2 farm on Flat Cresk four or five milss above
18 confiuencs with the French Broad River near a place now inown
n8 Alexander and abocut twelve miles from Ashvills -« to the north
west of that city. He was a very prosperous farmer and was the
only one of his fatheris family thet was the owner of slaves. He
lived and disd on this farm. He and his esteemable wife had ten
children bom %o them and ha#o onehundred-fifty-six leanisal |

decendents. Jane, nhis eldesit, married Mr. F. Allexander of Swansnosa

and has no children and lives in the state of Georgia. Caroline
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married John A. Carter, has nine children and 46 grandchildren.

Susan married B, J. Carter, and has eight children and 29 grand-
chiildren snd one great-grandchild. Thqmas Jefferson married Miss
Susan E. Carter and Las five children. Three sons and two daughters
and ten grandchildren. He was in the Confederate Amy and received

a wound in his wrist while in action and has been an invalid ever
since. His post office address is Democrat, North Carolina. BHarriet
married loah Broiles, has two sons. MNr. Brolles died and she married
a second man by the name of Smlth, post office Fulton, North Carolina,
William C. married Miss Eliza White and has six daughters, two sons
and one grandchild., Jolm W. married Ellen McDowel and has two
children, lives on his fathers old farm. Allexander is his post
office. Mergaret A. married Mr, John B, Nelson. They have three
sons and féur daughters and three grandchildren., She has been dead
fifteen years, Jacob M. was killed, not married. He was kllled

in the Confederate Army at the Battle of Marietta, Georgla. He be-
longed to thes 60 North Carolina Volunteers. James B, married Miss
Panny Pickins, they have six sons and two daughters all at home. He
lives on & part of his father's old homestead. This ends the record
of J.G.D. Garrisonts family.

Thomas Garrison, the twin brother of Jefferson G, D. Garrison
was a comershal (commercigl) man and lived the most of his tinme
during my &cquaintence with him in Georgla., After he was considerably
advanced in years he married a lady of that State. I never had the
pleasure of seeing her but once and have forgotten her maiden name,

I lesrnaed from some of his connections that he emigrated to the

State of Tennessee many years ego and he and wife are both desad,
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but that they left some children who perhaps are there yet. Their
address not known to the writer. This ends the record of Thomas
Garrison.

Catherine Garrison, the fourth child of Captain Willliam Carrison,
married l'r. David lerrell. She l.ad three children and dled, I»,
Merrell then married Elizgbeth Garrison, her sister, and fifth
child of Captain William Garrison, HNr. Merrell then emigrated to
Lewis County, Missourl about the year 1834 or 18356, He had one
child, the frult of his last marriags, then emlgrasted to the Republic
of Texas, Dallas County. Cedar Bluff was his post office. I have
noet had any intelligence from him no¥ his children for fifteen or
twenty years. One of his sons name was Dolphas W., the other was
Robert and the others I do not remember their names, I wrote a
letter to Dolphas W. or any of David Murrel's children this sumer
and the letter was returned to me not cslled for. 1 suppose Hr.
Murrell end wife are both dsad, but perhaps their children are
somewhere iIn Texas., This ends the record of Captain Garrisont's
third cr fourth andéd fifth child.

Abgalom Garrison, the sixth child of Ceptein William Garrison,
nerried Miss Litteral of Buncomb County, North Carolina. They had
four or five children, and about thirty years ago he emigrated to
Newport, east Tennessee and was engaged in the hotel business in
that city, but he and wife are both dead, but his children are
living about there yet. I do not now remsmber thelr namea, This
ends the record of the sixth child of Captain Willism Garrison.

James Wilburn Gearrison, the seventh child of Captain William
Garrison, was in the mercantlle busginess nssr or at the Hot Springs

in North Carolina when I left that state in 1837. He sold out there
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in 1837 and came to Lewis County, Missouri, Shortly after he

sold he stopped & short time with his brother~in-law, Mr. David
Merrell, and tten went to Dubuque in the then Territory of Iowa

and was eng;ged in the lead nining business until 18853. He married
while there, the lady he married I never had the pleasure of her
acquaintance, and her maiden name I have forgotten. ITn 1853 he
lef't Dubuque, Iowa and went to Mt. Vernon, Missouri. BHe left

there in & few yesars and went to Texas, bubt did not stay there

put one or two years. He then ceme back to the lead mines in
Newton County, Migsourl. He lost his wife sbout fifteen years
since. He then made his home with Mrs. Rant, a widowed daughter,
in the town of Galena, Kansas and died on the 26th day of October
1892. He hed five children, two sonsg and three daughters. Cather-
ins, his eldest, married a Mr. Rant, he has been dead ten years.
Her post office is Galena, Kansas, Miss Ranis Garrison married

a Mr, Holman, his address is Granby, Missouri. Miss Maria G.
Gerrison merried Rev, L, W. Pearcs, a . E. South minister, and
they have one child, Walter, 17 years old, he is publishing a
weekly paper in Ctterville, Missouri In connsction with Mr. Holman,
one of hiis cousing., He iz 2 very promising young man, and if he
lives will make hils mark in this world. His mother 1ls & cultured
chrigtiaen lady snd is a fine worksr in her church, Her husband,
Rev, lir. Pearce, was a soldier in the Confederate Army during the
war, but i1s now & fine preacher and is very popular with sll de-~
noninations of Christisns. 1 made them a visit at Otterville in
November 1893, Mrs. Pearce is 211 of James W. Garrisonts family

I have ssen, but 1f she is a fz2ir representation of his children
we have resson to be proud of them. Thomas (Carrison lives near
Galeng, Kansas. Jom Garrison lives in the Indian Territory, his

post office not known. Hr. James Wilburmn Garrison was & sympathizer

06(13



with the Confederate cause in the South and was very much harassed
by the Federal authorities both in person and property. He lost
ell his property, the toll of ysars, which is thought by those best
acquainted with him to have shortened his days on earth very much,
This ends the record of James Wilburn Garrison, seventh child of
Captalin William Gerrison.

William Clayburm Garrison, the third child of Captain Willlasm
Garrison, married Miss Minerva Wilson of Buncomb Comty, North
Caroline, he was a carpenter end jolner by trades, but was & farmer
in connection with his trade. After his marriage he purchased
from James !, Alexander the old homestead of his grandfather,
Thomas Garrison, of Revclution fame, He had four sons and three
daughters, ¥Namely: William J. M. married Miss Mlirah Roberts,
poet cifice Stocksville, North Carclina, J. W. Garrison married
ilss Marthe Anderson, post office Oskland, Cregon. Mary Garrison,
vet single, Stocksville, North Carolina. Margaret Garrlson married
& Mr., Malew, post office Jonesboro, Arkensas. T. M., Garrison
married a Miss Chambers, He ncw lives on the old Thomas Garrison
homestead, post office Weaversville, North Carclina. Arra Garrison
married John Weaver, he died and left one child and she married
David Miles Post, Barnard, North Carolina. R. M. Garrison was in
the Confederate Army and was killed at the Battle of Gettysburg,
Pennsylvanis in 1863, William Clayburn and his wife were both
mnembars of the M. E, Church South, and were devoied éhristian
workers, he dled soon after the close of the late war with the
South. He had three sons in the Confederate Army, one was killed,
Robert, T. M., William are yet living. His wife Minerva Garriaon
survived him about ten years. She disd on the 0ld homestead. This

ends the record of William Clayburn Garrison.
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Merissa Garrison, the elghth and youngest child of Captain
William Gerrison, married ¥r. John D. Edward, PFebruary 1827. They
had five children -« four socns and one daughter. Three sons are
dead. M. A. Edwards and slister are yet living. The slster's nane
not known tc me. larissa and kr. Edwards lived near Democrat on
Big Ivy, Buncomb County, North Carolina. .She was & weakly wonan
and never had good Lealth during her married life and was almost
helpless for ten years of the last part of hor life. She died
in her 77th year. She dled July 31, 1882. Mr. Edwards followed
her in 1893, aged 81 yeers, his son, M. A, Edwards, is married,
has seven children end is 41 years of age. He was the nain-stay
end support of his afflicted father and mother for many ycars. Hils
pest office is Democrat, North Cerolina. This ends the record of

Captain Wllliam Garrison's fanily and their decendgnts to date,

Abselom Garrison, the second child of Thomas Gerrison{and
Comfort Garrison)our grandsire, was born in the State of Virginis,
enigreted tc North Carolina with his pasrents. He married Miss
Lucy Huff, she was of Irish descent, He lived on his father's
old homestead a few yesrs after his fsther died, he then sold to
his mother his interest in the lénds and emigreted teo Illinois
sbout 1810 and sstitled in White County in southern Illinols, He
was a farmer and stock raiser, 1In 1852 he divided his property
among his children, he gave his farm to his youngest child, Edward
Garrlson, snd he was to maintein his father and mother the remainder
of their days. Aq§019m,6arrison was on & vigit to his daughter,
Mshala Caroli§;:¥%iig;, in 18583 and while he was there he sickened
and died at rter home in the western part of the State of Illilnois,

about 18C miies from his home., His widow, Lucy Huff Garrlson,
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continued %o 1iivse with Edward, their son, umtil his death, and
then she contlnued to llive with his widow for several years after
his death and disd, She has been dead about 28 years. Absclom
Garrison and Lucy Huff Garrison, his wife, had three sons and six
daughters borm to them,

Comfort Garrison married Dr, Jolmson of Enfield, Illinois,
they had five or six children, I do not rsmember their names,
except one. W. H, Johnson, who is g lawysr by profession and lives
at Lancaster, Illinols, I think there were two other sons, They
had two daughters, the eldest married Dr. Baker and lives at Enfield,
Illinois, the other married Dr. McClain and lives In Enfield, Illinois,
I believe two of their sons were in the Federal Army during the Re~
bellion of the South, Comfort and Mr. Johnson have been dead for
many years,

Mzry Gerrison married John Puller, & M. E, local minister.
They had, to the best of my recocllection, three song and two daughters,
Lucy married James Thompson, a blacksmith by traede, lived In Jersey-~
ville, Illinoiz, had cne daughter, Lucy. Hes been dead several years.
Wlllisgm Fuller married a Miss Moore and hss several children and
lives on & farm in Macoupin County, Illiinols, deolng well. John
Puller wgs living in Macoupin County on a farm, married, but do not
know how many children they had nor their names. Richard Puller
married but have forgotter his wife!'s malden name, He is a farmer
and lives in Jersey County, Illinocls. Grafton is his post office.
He is doing nicely. The other dsughter of Hary Gerrison Faller
and John Fullsr I know nothing of her history, think she is dsad.,
Mary Garrison Fuller died 30 years ago or theresbout. John Fuller
merried a sscond wife but they sre both desd. This ends the record
of Mary Garrison end her husband, Jolm Fuller, and family so {ar as

I know.



Elizabeth Garrison married William Fuller, a farmer, they had
gix children, four sons and two daughters. John,ths sldest, married
& Miss Smith. He was a farmer and grain dealer. They lived in
Christian County, Illinois, has three or four children. Post office
Horrisonville, Iilinois, He has been dead thirty years, his widow
was living at the same placa the last I heard of them. Lucinda
Fuller married Mr., Willlam Slaten, a farmer, he lived in Jersey
County. Illinois., They had three children. One died. Lucinda
dled ten or fifteen years ago. Mr, Slaten married a second wife
and he was gccldentally killed a2 few years ago with a load of rock.
Hle remaining child is In the care of DeWitt Fuller in Boles County,
Migsourl. Thomas Fuller was & lawyer by profession. He married and
lived at Herdin, Illinois, had one child, he was alffllcted wlth
consumptlion and trised several health resorts but finslly died in
Califormnia about 1874, his widow became insane and was taken to
the asylum, and there dled. Luclinda Slaten %toock her child to raise
but after she died I do not know what became of the child. DeWit
Miiler married a HMiss Smith of Illinois and is a farmer he has two
or three children snd one of his sister Lucinda Slaton's. (Slaten)
Charles Fuller left his father when very young. Went to Kansas,
and went into the Texas cow punching business, was surprised by the
Indlens and the hserd of caftle stampeded and Charles Fuller with
some others were taken prisoners by the Indians, He got away from
them somehow, I don't know, and got to & mining camp in Arlzona
near Prescoit, worked in the mines there and in New Mexico a good
many years, made some money and returned to the states east and is
now living in Bates County, Missouri, not married, but lives with
his brother DeWit Fuller., Ardin (or msybe Adrisn or Aasron?) is

his address. £fnna, the youngest child of Elizabeth Garrison PFuller,
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taught school a few terms after her parents dled, but she was sore
afflicted with consumption and in the seventiea her brother DeWitt
Fullar took her to Los Angeles or near there, in California, After
being there one yesr she died in the year of 1866 or 1867 of con-
sumption., lir, William Fuller married a second wife and lived one
year or two snd died, The family are all dead axcept DeWitt and
Charles Fuller. This ends the record of Elizabeth and William
Pullerts famlly,

Andrew J ackson Garrlison, the fourth child of Absclom Garrison,
was married and had quite a family of children, but do not lmow who
he married, nor do I know the number or sex of his children. Hs
has been desd aboul thirty years. 1lis widow, 1f living, may be
with her children near Enfield, Illlnocis, as they were when last
I heerd of them., This ends the record of Andrew Jackson Garrison.

Mahala Cerolline Garrison married Richard Fuller, & brother of
John and Willlsm Puller. Richard was a farmer and lived and operated
a farm in Jerssey County, Illinocls, nsar Grafton. They had seven
.children. Mr, Fuller died when his children were small, asbout
forty~-five years ago. His widow kept her children on the famm
and she s3till resides with some of her children on the famm.,

Wiliiem Jefferson Fullser, their eldest son, married Anne Eliza

Baugh snd has one child, Claudia Augusta Fuller, living, two

chi ldren are dead, Charles Leslie and an infant daughter.nA Martha
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fatherts. Married Emma Mears snd has two children Gladys and
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roader.  James Medison served if the Federal Army during the late

war with the Southern States and is single, Mrs, Fuller deserves
crast credit in the care and educetion of her children. They are
all frugal industricue citizens, She 1s, and has been, a member
of the M, E, Church, and s devoted Christian and 1s the only sur-
viving member of her fatherts family. This ends the record of
Mahala Caroline Garrison Fuller,

Sarah Garrison married Mr., Joln Herrian (Herrins?). They have
both bsen dead for many ysars, they have four children living, three
sons and one daughters William , Virglil, Jasper and Sarah., The last
I heard of them they were living in Macouplin County, Illinois, This
is the end of the record of Ssarah and John Herrin's famlily.

William Garrison, the seccond son of Absolom Garrison, after
recelving his education, married a lilss Bowyer and settlad on a
small farm near Enfield, Illinols, He was elected one or two terms
in White County as County Commlssioner and served with honor to him-
gelfl snd was 3 c¢redit to his country. He was educated for the pro-
fession of the law but never zntered the profession, He died in
1864 or 1865 and lelft two or three children and a widow te moum,
The last I heard of them shs and her children were living on the
Tarm he left one-half mile from Enfleld. Thig ends the record of
Willism Garrison.

Marerve {Minerves ?) Garrlson, Absclom Garrison!'s youngest
deughter, marrisd ir, Thomas Crabtree of White County, Illincis.
After living in White Coumty on a farm & faw yesrs they emigrated
te Jersey County, Iliinols. They had Ffive or six children but
their names and sex hLive slipped my memory except one -~ John,

Mrs. Crabtree died in the summer of 1892, Mr. Crabtree and his sons

farmed and in 1892 were living in Macoupin County, Illinols. This
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1s the ehd of the record cof Absolom Garrison's youngest daughter.
Edward Garrlson, the yowngest child of Abaolom snd Lucy Garrl-
son married and lived on his fether!'s 0ld home-stead and meintained
his mother as long as he lived. I do not remombéghgis wife was, He
dled about 1863 or 1864, Hls widow, mother snd children were living
there up to the time of the death of his mother. Since that time
I have not haafd from his family. This ends the record of the
family of Absolom Garrison, the second son of Thomas Garrison,

the grand ssnior of North Caroclina and his wife Comfort Roberts

Garrison.,

Thomas Gerrlson, the third son cof Thomas and Comfort Garrison,
married a Miss Anderson of Virginia. He emigrated from Buncom County,
North Carclina to Kentueky, near the Yellowbank on the Chio River in
a very early day. He then emigrated to Illinois, Hamilton County,
abecut 1822, Thomas Garrison was engagad in the farmming busliness in
Southern Illinois as long as he lived. His wife died in the 1837
or 1858, Thomas Garrison was Captain of & Company of HNMalitia in
thie Blackhawk Wars in I1lllnols and served wlith distinction to the
close of the =zams, Politically.he belonged to the Jacksonian
School ¢f Democracy., He and his samiable wife had four deughters aﬁé
cne zon born to them. Evalin, Elizabeth, Catherine, Mary snd Thomas.

#Evelin and Ellizabeth married Blskerstaffs, they were brothers.
Catherine married J. lLasiter. lNary msrried a man by the name of
Miller, I think, Thomas is married and has two children., I never

knew the mslden name of his wife, Bvslina and Elizabeth Blcker-

staffs are both dead, So far ss I know the others are yet living



in Hamilton County, Illinois. Ceptain Thomas Garrison died sbout
the year 1886, Fe left one son to perpetuate his name and his
Democracy in the future which I have no doubt he continues to do,
the latter especially. Thlis ends the record of Captain Thomas

Gerrison snd his descendants,

James Garrison, the fourth son of Thomas CGarrison and Comfort,
his wife, married a Miss Anderson of Virginis, & slster of his
brother Thomas! wife., He enigrated from Buncomb County, North

{Kentue KY)
Caroclina to the Yellowbanks/about the time his brother Thomas
did and was engaged in the horse trade to the South and about
tne third drove he took Scuth he sold his entire drove to a man
in South Cszrolinz, on time, He scon found however that the man's
wife he had sold to held all%‘%:he property in her name snd he lost
kis whole drove of horses, snd did not retum home for five yesars,

He finglly returned to Kentucky and paid for his horsea and sent

to Virginis for hils wife, who had given him up for dead and hed

"
&
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urned to her father in Virginias, She met him at his brother

3

mog Garrison's who had emigrated to Illincls in his absence.

O
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Wnile &%t the dinner table ghortly after hls wife retumed fronm
Virginie he spoke to his wifs calling her & different name than
her own Christisn name. After dinner was over his brother Thomas
took him aside and callaed to his nind the incident of the name
and asked him to glve an explanation of the whole matiter. His
brother Jamss said he had been swindled out of his horses by &
woman and he had made it back of a woman end that was all the
eXxplanetion he gave, Hs then took his family and went to Arkanses

and thet is the last account I had of him., He had a brother living



at Crockets Bluff, Arkansss many years, perhaps he settled near him
and lived in obscurity the remasinder of his life, but he may have
descendents in the state. It is unpleasant to me to wrlte the faots
in this case but as I am writing history, it must be true to facts
a8 they come to the writer of this autobiography of the Garrison
family of North Carolina, There appears to be some extreme ¢ircume
stances connected with his case, but a thousand wrongs will not make
one right. This explsnation perhaps will set some of the descendents
cf Absolom Garrison right on a point referred to me three years ago.
It wes not as Mr. Johason was impressed. The simple fact in the
case is: He married a rich widow in the South, took enough of her
estate in his hands, 12 ft her paid hils debt. Took his wife and

wont to the vi l1ds of Arkansas.

Solomon Gesrrison, the fifth son of Thomas Garrison and Comfort
Garrison, his wife, Solomon Garrison went from Buncomb County,
North Csrolina to Memphis Tennessee, when single but married end
settled near Crockets Bluff on White River in Arkansas and was living
there thirty years ago. I know nothing of his family, except one
son, who was a river man and s professional gambler and was killed
on & beat in the lower Mississlppl in e gambling row., His name was
£bsclom. I disremember the names of his other children, I had s
corregpondence with them thirty or forty years sgo. I suppose

some of them are that country yet,

Elizabsth Garrison, the sixth chilé of Thomas and Comfort



Garriscn, married a man by the name of Ramsy and went to Kentucky.
They had five or six children bom to them and Mr. Ramsey dled,
His widow continued to reside in Kentucky untll her death which
occcurred shortly after the Civil War wi th the South.

Nacy Garrison, the seventh of Thomas and Comfort Garrison,
married Mr. Mayberry of Tennesses. He was extensivsly engaged ﬁn'
ferming end in the live stock business in Warren County, Tennesases.
They had quite & number of sons and daughters but I do not remember
their names, except thelr seldest, Thomes. 1 have lsamed sincs
I came to Arizona that they &are yet -~ or the mest of them ~=- living
in Tennessee., 1 became acquainted with a family of Barkleys from
that State, that informed me that they were acquainted with them
end soms of their people had married into the Mayberry family in
the State of Tennsages, but Mr., Mayberry and his wife, Mary, head
been dead 8 great many years, but some of their descendenta were

living there yst.

Charity Garrison, the eighth of Thomas and Comfort Garrisonts
children, married Mr. john Brown of Tennesses. Mr. Brown wag a
freighter of farm products to the South and dry goods and grocéries
back for the merchants of Tennessee., INr. Brown emigrated to the
gstate of Alabama about the year 1834 and was living there in 1836.
They hed seven children, four sons and three daughters, but I have
forgetten their names and post office address. Most likely sonme
of their children are there yet in the northwestern part of the

State (Alabama).
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Sarah Gerrison, the ninth and youngest chlld of Thomas and
Comfort Garrison, his wife, married a Mr. West of Buncomb County,
North Carclina. Mr. West (or Wast) was a saddler by trade and
cerried on his business in the town of Ashville, North Carolina.
They had nc children,{but he had an espprentice boy e arming the
trede, by the name of James . Alexander, who became a very
wealthy dry goods merchant of North Carolina and was an exten-
sive farmer and slave owner,) HNr., West volunbteered in the Unlted
Stetes Service in the lats war with England end served under General
Jackson and was in the famous Battle of New Orleans, but died with
fever in the city af.New Orleans, his widow then sdministered on
his estate, wound up his business, then returned to her mother who
was also s widow and made her home with her, but shortly after she
returned to her mother she went with her br@therﬁsames Garrison
tc Kentucky to visit her brothers James and Thomas -« Garrisons
then living in EKentucky, also to visit her brother Absolom Garrison
then living in White County, Illinois. She spent two years in
Kentucky and Tllinols, She then rstumed home with her brother,

J ames Garriscn, when he made his last trip with horses to the South.
The peculiar c¢ircumstances surrounding it referred to in the pre-
ceding vart of this work. About the year of 1817 she married Mr.
Joshua Stansgberry of Wilks County, N¥.C., hs was & maln and hydrant
builder; or manufacturer and they had seven chlildren born to them
2s the fruit of their union -~ four sons and three daughters. They
also raised a son of Mr. Job Massa who lost his wife the day her
child was bocm, Joshua Stansberry asnd Sarah Carrison West Stans~
berry are my father and mother. I, Thomas Garrison Stansberry,
gm their first bom, I was born Decembsr 31, 1818. I will now
17~
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procede to give a short history of s long and eventful life. I
attended a common school about three snd four months of the year
from six years of age and worked on & farm the remsainder of the
year, wntil I was fourteen. I then entered the Swananoca College

of North Carolina. I attended ¥wo and one-half years, would have
attended three¢ full years, but for the small pox having been intro-
duced into the college by the carelessness of the presldent, Rev,
Bradshaw, D.D. I had the disease myself with eight or ten others
ol which threg died and the peovle were so incensed at the Rav,
Bradskaw 1t broke up the school. I then left home with the con-
sent of my parents in August 1837 in my 18th year with the under-
standing with my father that I would go to St, Louls, Misgsouri,

and learn the machine trade, which I did. Or at least I served
nsavly two years. I then went to Lewis County, Missourl, to put
up some nachinery for the firm I was working for and became
acguainted with Mrs. Sareh Crawford, s wldow lady, eleven years

my senior with four children; who in February 14, 1840 I married
and adopted her children as my heirs. I then engaged in the mill-
ipg and in the woolen bﬁsiness, and &s my wifé was brcught up on a
fﬁfm, to please her I kKept a farm elsc. I built four milia, one
lumber snd one wooclen factory run by water and steam. The lumber
by water and woclen by steam, I built two more sbout elght miles
from the former. One far the menufacturing of lumber, the other
for the manufacturing of flour, All these mills cost me about
$60,000, I hsd studied law in the mean time and was edmitted to
the Ber in 1852, I rented my mills and practiced law for five
years and in 1857 I entered the ministry of the C, P, Church.
Having been very successful with the practice of law, in connection

with the milling business, I thouy;ht I could cevecwn~ myself in the



ministry independent of the church, but in 1861 the War came
up-up-between the Northern and Southern States, and being a
southern raised men my sympathy was with the South and I had

some rlight to say how her institutions should be disposed of.

I did not concentratve ny views, every man and womsan, whits snd
black lnew just vhere I stood politically. Vengeance was so gresat
against me the Federal Scldliers destroyed a1l my mills, what they
could not burn they broke up and took away what suited thelr con-
venience. I weas then incarcerated in a military prison charged
with disloyalty and a spy in their lines, I was kept under mill-
cary restreint in 2 military prison for nine months. My property
w8 g2ll destroyed. 1 sgucceeded in making nmy escape from the prison

Jissourli on the 27th of May 1863 and got to Jersey
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Landing., Illinois, the city of refuge. HMNyselfl and what family I
then had, was left{ alrost pemniless. After hardening my muscles

in the sun with excercise I took In Jersey Uounty, Tllinnisg, at

an 0ld friend &nd kinsgman, Williem BEmller and Cousin Elizsbeth,

nhis wife., and an occaslional tramp <o SOma two other cousins in
Jersey County. I rolied up my eleeves and started to make a living
at my trade which came in gocd play about that time with me. 1
soon got & job, rented a house and sent to Missourl for nmy wife.

I worked at wy trade and preached the most of the sabbaths unmtil
1871, ¥y wife lost her niealth end I went toc Drouthy, Ksnsas and
shere I made & farm worth about $4,000,00, and continued to preach
slmost every Sunday for twenty~four years. In 1880 my wife died
with the lagrippe at the good old gge of 83 years. The fall of
1820 I was slected to the office of Probate Judge of Butler County,

Kengss, Tor the term of two ysarz, In 1882 I was married a second

time Lo Mrs. Merie A, McGowan of Eldorsdo, Kansas, but it proved to
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be s very unhappy union and in September, 1893 we separated sand

in October 22, 1894 we were divorced and 1 sm now in Phoenix,
Arizona Territvory., for my heslth and recuperation. I have one

son and two deughters. John Benton Stansberry, my eldest, married
Hiss Matilda Bacus, They lived in Missourl st the commencement of
the war, went to Illinols, when the war was over they went to
Kansas, then in 1884 went to HMiszssourl and 1893 came to Arizona,
They have five childrsn and one grend child snd are as follows,
namely:

Saregh Stansverry, singls

Thomas Garrison Stansberry, single

Chnarles Othea Stansherry, single

Lew Stensberry, married, has one chlld who is married to John Glover
Burk Stansberry. single

They 211 live 1n Phoenix, Arizona. I Lave two daughters, one in
ifissourl, Glendsle 1s her post office., She hes five chlldren ~~
two married. Her name is Mary Ann Elizabeth, She married Mr,
Semuel Triplett. The other's name is Isabelle Loulsa. She
naerrisd G, B, Simpson of Illinois, hlas five children and two grend-
children, liveg in Wichita, Kansas.

John Robert Stansberry, - Joshua Stansberry and Serah,
nis wifs's second child., The third, Elizabeth, the fourth Sarsh Jane,
the Fifth William Hardy, the sixth Mary Ann, the seventh Marshal
Rufus. Joshua an sdopt ed son. (Massa} My father with all his
femily emigrated to White County, Tennesses in ihe fall of 1837 or

1838 and in 1841 or 1842 left there and emigrested to Arkansas
that is the last account I have ever had of them. I have made
diligent search and inquiry all over ths southern states but have

been uneble to get any tidin,s of their whereasbouts. The cholera
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raged to & fearful extent many years ago about where they want to
and I have come to the concluslon that they all dled of that

isease. This ends the record of the (Grand Sire Thomas Garrison
and his descendsnts of North Carolina,

T Go Stan 3b$rry
{Thomas Garrison Stansberry)

Preggsented to his descentents of Illinois. May the
Lerd prosper and bless you.

AN APPENDIX =« Contazining an zccount of some other Garrisons other

than those of Thomas Garrison,.
The Garrisons emigratec to North America about 250 years

ago {1844} from Englsnd, Europe md are of German descent, of the

Gld Sexcny stock. They first ssttle d in Maryland near Baltimore,
some of them are in Baltimore still., I mean some cf their descend-
ents. They scalttered out through New Jerssy, New Hampshire, Mary-
land, Massschuseitts, Rhode JIsland, Virginia, North Carslina, Georgla,
Tennessee, Xentucky, Indisna, Illinois., Jows. Missourl, Arkanses, and
Kansas, I have conversed with some of the Garrisons from all those

ststes and commmlcated with others by letter, I confess I did not
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ory 1 had to take him in 8180 == he was a talented man, but
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ntric in nis views with regard to the African race in
America., Freeborn G&rﬁisén, g Y. B, minister of North Cerolinsa,
and & slave owner, wag Irom the best infornation at my command
a brother of grandfather, Thomas Garrison, of Bunicomb County,

North Carclina, whoss aubtoblogrephy I have just writkn. It is
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said that Freeborn Garrison was the first man in North Carolina
to emancipate his slaves. I am satisfied from rellable testl-
mony in my possession, that from this Freeborn Garrison sprang
very nearly 2ll of the Garrisonts of South Carolina, Georgla,
Tennessee, indiana, and Southern Illinois and a few of North
Carolina outside of my grandfather's (Thomas Garrison) descend-
ents of those states that are contained in the mweceding part of
this history. One of them frun Indiana, S. P. Co. Garrison of
ElDorado, a very talented minicter of the C. P, Church in Kansas.
He was educsted at the Universitvy of Jacksonville, Illinois and at
some institublon in chio, His :ather and mother, two brothers, |
end one si$er came to Wichita, Kensas, about 26 yeafs. ago. The
father and mother are both dead, but hls brothers and sister are
iiving thsrs yet., His fatheris rome was Jolm. His brothers!
names -are Charles end Alexender, I do not remember his sister's
name, I know one of his uncles In Southeast Ill,ﬁlohisl,':_. his; name »’
was ?Jiiliam, he lived ocn the Wabash River, but emz,gratsdto 'Iowa.
after the war,with scome of his childien, |

There is g Garrison living in St, Louis, a wholesale merchant
of saddle s and hamess, I have known him for forty years, his
fether lived in Tennessee and his nsme was John., There is another
"Tennessee" Garrison in S%. Jouls, a piblisher, I am not personally
acquainted with bhim but had cormumicet.cn from him through W, John-
son of Illinois. I think he i1s a2 descindent of Frebforn Garrison.
He is also a minister of ths Christian Church. The only Garrison
I ever heard of belore {o be & preactir in that Church. In my
travels through Kensas I made the scc:ainience of two families

from New Hampshire, from thelr stastewsnts to me they were of the
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0ld Saxon race from England.
Now I present this imperfect history to my cousins in Illinois
and especlally to Mahala Garrison Fullsr, the only survivor of nmy

Uncle Absolom Garrison's family.

To Go Stansberry

(Thomas Carrison Stansberry)






