




CASPER ORlESEMER 
was the son of 
JOHN VALENTIN,E ORIESEMER 

If. LOUISE DESTLER 

CHESTER DEUB,L 

ELEANOR W. TOLIN 

E. MARJ-ORIE STITT 

DOUGLAS 

*Sold•lers In Revolution 
□In battle of Culloden 

CHESTER ,F,. ORliESEM1ER 
b, AprM •6. 1;9:~o 

, m. Nov. 26, 1,s,74. 
d, Oct IO, 1802, 

ELLEN WAl,LAC:E DEUEl4 
b, Sept. 8, 1:8'H 
d. March ao, 1027 

. ABNEll A. OR}ESEMER 
h. Dec. 8, 1825; m, Oct, 4,. t&,t 

, d., .J,u,l, 14, 1861 

l E. MATlLBA FISHER 
b. J n11. 20, 1826,; d. Mch. 21, H05 

·.•r·· JEREM'IAH DE. UEL b. Jul)' n, 1811 
m. Nov. 8, 18'H 
cl. Melt, 1, 1888 

SARAH McARTHUR McDONALD 
b, Feb, 18, 1888 
d. A11r, 7, 1925 

: ENOCH R. ORlESEMER 
· b. Mcb, U, 1797; m. , t::8,H 
. d, Aug, H,, 1\8'9, 

HANNAH HOFFMAN 
'b~ Feb. 22, 1802 ;, d. Sept. 1'9, t:842 

. DANIEL FISHER 
· b. J,an.. 22, 179a; m. Jian. 1, 1825 
d. July O, J,88.9 

. MARY ORR~AND 

. b, Mcb, ,, 1802; d. Jan, n, 1:ere 

, WILBUR S. DEUEL 
h, Jan. u, 1'798 
rt. Jan. , 180.:J 

MARIA CONKLIN 
b, 1805 

DUNCAN McDON ALO 
'1, Nov. IJ, 1808; m. Nov. tlJ, 1828 
d. Jan. 28, 1890 

ELEANOR WALLACE 
b, Feb. 28, 1808 
d. Oct. 26. 1880 

*JACOB: ORIESEM'ER . b. d:, 17:04 
{

'OCASPEll OIUESEMEll 

b. Mch . , 17t18 i m, prior to U79' R. ttUEC. CA A.SHM.· 1AN, 
d. Nov. 20, UH .b. May 1724; d. Feb. U, 1810 

{

JUHN J.ACOU RHOADS: 
CHRJSTIANN,A Jl~:~ADES . . , . . 
b. , d. Sep. 2,0, 1828 

J ACOD HOFFMAN 
h. 
d,. Mch, , 1,8H 

CATHARJN·E 

{

CASPER HOF'l•1M:AN 
d, t:80,, 

' 

{ 
{ 

PETER li"ISCHER 
*HENRY FISHER . . . b .. D-8-1'18~.; m •. 4-J:7-.17~8.; d. U-28-1787 
b. Dec. 9, 1708; m. J1an 1, l 7i8 l 
d. June 21, 1828 APPOLONIA HECKERT 

*CHRISTIAN RUTH 

{
b. H-16-.172'0;. m. ,-,-~8.; .. d. 8-24-98 

SUSANNA RUTH BARBARA EPLER 
b. Oct. 29, 1761; d, Muy l2, 182.l b. 8-0-J:'7:8:2; d. lO·lJ-1809 

GEORGE GERNAND b. 10.-7-1740; 111. 4--10-70; d, 2-lJ-18U 
{

*CHRISTIAN Ol{llNAND 

b. Jul. 19, 1771; m. Apr •. 9, 1706 MAGDALENA YOST 
d. Feb. U, 1858 b. 7~3-1?~'8;, d .. 10-28-1811 

BARBARA HAIN d, 17'6 
{

GEORGE HAIN 

b. Mcb. 10, 1:77ll; d. Aug. 19, 18:~2 VERONICA 

SILAS nEUEL 
d. before 1820 

DES.J'RE PA LM'ER 
b. Sep. 8·0, 1772 

WILLIAM CONKLIN 
b. 1786; m. 

HANNAH WASSON 
b. about 1781 

* ARCHIBALD McDON ALO 
b. Oct. 11, 171J9; m. 
d. Sep. 1, 1840 

1808 

*Wl1LBUR DEUEL 

{
b. d .• ts- -1818 

PHOEIJE 'f HOltNE 

{

REV •. NEI.IEi .. nA. H P.A.· L. MER.· b, 0-2-1'788; m, tH-09; d. 2- -t82·9 
MARY CHESEBUOUOH 
h. U-18-lH0;. d., 1880 

{

WILLIAM CONKLIN 
b. IW4; m. n1, 
l~LIZADETH DlUN,K 
b, l'M8; d. :te,1 

{

GEpRGE WASSON 

AGNES SULLIVAN 

{□. WILLIA~ McD. ONALD, 6: 1727. m. 1751, d. 
ELIZABETH DOUGLAS 
b. 1780; d. 181' 

{
□ WH,LIAM McDONALD 

MARGARET M<!DO.NALD b. ;. m. 
b. May 18, 1770; d. Dec. U, 1840 

WILLIAM WALLACE 

JANE RANKIN 

{

THOMAS WALLACE 

ROSS 

d. Nov, BO, 1819 
{

REV. ADAM RANKIN 

1822 





;n:,EBECCA i\!SHEM;.A:N 
th. ,1'72'4. 

{ ABRAHAM ASHEMAN 

{

WJ:LLliAM FISHER 
b .•. · A. pr., .. :H, 1.·7,.;o.· 0"; .. · d. Oe.· t. 28, :U'U 
HERTR:UD'E HOHN 
b. l'H l.; d. 7-,-nos'(P) 

{

OFJ0ROE'. ·GERNAND 
b. Jun. 1;0,, 1.n•:• d. Jan. 17, 1791 

CATHAIUNE 

f 'fH0M:AS WASSON 

tAiGNiES THOR:N'FON 

{

J;.AM.E.S THORN''F0N· 

NAN'C¥ SMITH 





WU,BOR DEUEL 
d. 1~823 
b, 

f ,Slll.,AS iDEHi!!l: . l b. J\ug. ·9,, 1 n.1< 
iJU, ~fo~. f,. :1'7-lf'ii 

· d. May, J7;D.O 

:, ., 

MAR y wu .. no:UR 
b, Mch. l-t, 171:9 

:.·r·•. J0 .. E n·E. ·~UAH. 1 D:A. V·. EL , ·. . . .. . . , m. Ma.y M, nu 
. d. Nov. 29, 1'758 

;j 

l :SARAH A,LLEN 
2nd SARAH "!Ml'fRl1D6E 

b. 'If. ov. 7, l6D2; m. Dec. 2-t, nu 
d. Apr. 28, 1752 

r 

SAMUEL WliLBOR 

l 1<:UZAIIBTH CARR 

. JONATHAN D:AVOL 
d. after l 7iOO 

• HANNAll .ADLEY 
1 b. OCt. t:841 

•SARAH HALL 

SAM:U:EL WJLBOR 

MARY POTTER 

SUSANNAH 

WJ;l,l,IANf DAV()L . 
d. afite.r ureo 

RAJ.:t•H ALLEN 

J 
WJ,Ll',JAM WILUOR 
b. 1680;. m. 
d. 1no nit 'fl,verton,. 

I lsfAlt'l'HA 
l 

mJ,ZADlrl'H STOKES 

1,,6'~8 
R. l. 

{

. HEOltHE Al ,.L.EN 
. 

' 

- - -~-- - -- - -- ---------
.* Dat~ghter of THOMAS BRADFORD of 
DUNCAS'fER, ENGLAND 





ltEV •. NiEHEMI.AH: 
:PAiLMElt 
:b, .1788 
cl,. 1829 

i.r· :~1.EUiEl.\f!IAH PA,l,MEU 
i/ *~:- f'i;fiJ,r. ti, l:7'02;; 1n. Apr. 29,, nad 
, · d, .. ,hrl. 2.5, l'M2 
'ii 

: :SUBMl5f 'PALMER 
• tb, .May 8, t'7,t8 
d. Jan. ;210, ·f.79& 

PALMER 

r 

NfOSES P ALMiER, b. Get. . 20, i:o:78 ;. m. ~pr. t, 110n 
d. Aug. 5, nu 

. 

s.F.JirEMl,\.H 11 A.l,.l\f:EU 
b. Nov, 28, 1'687; m, 
cl. Feb. 17, Ul7 

IIANNAH S'fANTON 
b. 1,84.t 

• <I:. 0et. 17, 1717 

MOSES PALMER 
Baptized• .kpr. ·6, J•o.&o, 
d., July 6, lr7.0l 

. Ill,. M•!l,2 

DORfffHY Hl,LD.Elt If 
b. ct A(Jr. H, 171T 

f DA NIIEI, Al,l,EN 

i 
I 
I 

J 

\\'. \, ,, ,'J''l~U PA 1 •. M1E lt 
h. Kni:. : hetic In M82 

• i W AL$Elt PA~.NfR'll 
' See ahm~c 

.1 

REBECCA S:HCrllt'F 

( 
1 

JOUN l>1M~BER'J' 

l AMIE umo 





l\lARY 
CHESEDROUGH 
h. 1140 
d. 1880 

COL •. AMOS CHESEnROUGH 
b. Feb. 2, noo . 

. , m • .Dec.. 2, 1729 
· d. Sep. .ra, 1770 

DESl,RE Wf:LLIAMS 
b. Au1. 9.5,. l7H 

*Came .over ht Mayflower 

l .. f·.: : .. s. ·.A~M.·. ,.UE·. ;L . cH .. 1E. s .. · .. ·E'BROUUH '. 'b 1F"'eb H 11,lfJ-&. ,· 1' ' ,. , ' I a ' . ,f, •. 

! , n1. ,~f;an. ,,, 11099 
: · ,~i:. Jean. t,t}, 1'7;3'5-6 
\, 

1: 
I,, 

1'/ 

.!( 

il ,, 
It• 

)i PRICLLLA. ALDEII 

•. :.·r•· COL. JO:IJS Wl1LLIAMS· 
:. m. Feb. 1,9, l'TU 
I 
I 

D'ES1IRE Dlrn:fSON 
b. u:oa 
cl.. Aug. 18, 1787 

NATHAN11iEL CHESEBROUOH 
. b. J'an. 25•,. 168:0, Boston, En1. 
! m. t«HJt 
i d. No.v. 22, l'G:7& 

; HANNAH DENlS8N 
• b. May 10, 1821 

, DAVI.O ALDEN 
i b. lHS: 
i (I. l'llt 

' MARY SOUTH\VORTH 

JORN WJ,LLIAMS 

MARTHA WHEELER 
b. li09;2 
d. l:761 

GEORGE DENISON 
b. 1651 
d. U-2'7-UU 

MERCY GORHAM 
b. 1659 
d. Sep,t. H, 1715 

: Wl,LLlAM CHESE'BROUGH 
• b. iae,,;. m.. lil·H-ltOI0 

CAPT. ·GEORGE DEN1fSON 
b. Hl1Jr8 ; m. 1,e.o 

, Roxbury., Mau. 

. BRtDOET TH0M,PSON 
b, Sep. U, HH:; d. June H48 

*JOHN ALDEN 

{PE'ltElt STE VENSON 

{

'WJ1LL.lAM1 DENISON 
h. M86, England, 
(it. J1nn. 2·11, 116'38' 
.NIAROARE1~ CHANDLER {MONCK) 

Preston, N1orthampshlre, England 
{

.l'OHN THOM'PSO'N, .of 

*PIUCl1LLA MOLINES (or MULLJNS,) d. 8.-8-J.6,U 
{ 

*WJiLLJ:AMi MULLINS 

CONSTANT SOUTHWORTH 

CAPT. GEORGE DENISON 
b. Hl 8 ; m. after iota 

ANN BORADELL (2nd wltfe of abe:Yc) 

JOHN GORHAM 
b. Jan. 1621 

DESIRE HOWLAND 

{'VII.LIAM DENISON 

{ 

J.OHN DOllADEl.l,. of Co.rk, f;re •. 

' 

{

*JOII·N HOWLANI} 

. *F.LIZADETII CAR VRR {

I' JJ,OHN CARVl~R 





History of the Griesemer Family 

r. -records. available of the arrivals of the Griesemer 
. family in America, there is considerable variety in the 

spelling of the name. At an early date; the name appears in 
records as now spelled. Several Griesemers are now living in 
Switzerland, one of whom bas stated that his forbears came 
there from Germany in 1860. What is probably another branch 
of the family came here from Freiburg, Germany about 1848. 
They spell the name Griesmer. 

Stapleton, in writing of Huguenots among the Pennsylvania 
Germans, st.ates this familv were Huguenots from Alsace. He, 
and other writers, statd that three brothers, Casper, Valentine 
and Peter Griesemer arrived in Philadelphia on the ship ''This­
tle'' August 29, 1730. Some of the descendants of Valentine are 
now living in Allentown; Pa. One of them has in his possession 
the original passport issued to Valentine, his wife and children. 
This was issued in Worms and states the family were from 
1.ampertheim, near Worms. in the Palatine. 

t)adtport 
W ~ by the grace of God, Francia Louis, Archbishop of the Holy See at 

Mains; ANJl.Chaneellor and Prince Elector throughout Germany of the Holy 
Roman Empire; Administrat.or of the Grandrnastership in Prussia; Master of 
the Teutonic Order in German and Italian lands; Bishop of Worms and Bres­
law; Provost Lord of Ellwangen; Coant Palatine of the Rhin~ in Bavaria, 
Juelich, Cleve and Berg-Hertzog; Prince of M:oersz; Count at Veldenz; Spon­
heilll the Mark and Ravensburg; Lord in Ravenstein, Freudenthal and Eulen­
burg, etc., etc. 

Make known by these presents that whereas, our subject of Lampedheim 
John Valentine Griesheimer, his wife and his four children, namely; Casper, 
John, Anna Margaret and Jacob, petitioned that we mightpropitiously 
deign, because of their prospective good fortune awaiting them elsewhere, 
graciously t.o release them from the vassalage in which they are held by us, 
that we might acquiesce in this his most humble prayer. Therefore, by 
virtue of this writ, we manumit and release them from their vassalage in 
$uch manner and form that henceforth and in the future they shall be con­
sidered to be and remain libera:t;ed and f:ree, however, with this e~press re­
stricti<m; that, .in case the above named John Valentine Griesheimer, his 
wife and child.-en, sooner or later should again settle down or make their do­
micile in Ot:U" d<>mains or 11Dder j\1risdiction, where we have established the 
right of vassalage, tben, in that ease, they shall be affected by the former 
state of vassalage an,d, without farther notice, be subject to us. 

Attested by this our seal affixed to our certificate of mantunission. Given 
at Worms the 28th of April, 1730. 
· Government of the Grand Duchy of Wonns, 
(Signed) John Adam Von Hoerens. 

Note: The name Griesheimeris the Getman way of spelling Griesemer. 
Sev~ historians st.te the original Bu.nenot familv from Non:nandy spell­
ed the name-de Oroismere. 



Whether or not the . Griesemers were originally French 
Huguenots who left France prior or about the time of theRevo­
cation. oftheEdict ofNantes in 1685, it is certain theywereCalvin­
ists and witnessed frightful oersecution and the horrors of war­
fare all about them. Many of the towns in Alsace and the Pala­
tine had been more than once laid waste by the soldiers of Louis 
XIV; the inhabitants driven naked into the surrou_nding country 
in the dead of winter~ 

To these persecuted protestants came Willia.m Penn telling 
of the possibilities of the new province of Pennsylvania; togeth~ 
er with its freedom from religious persecution. In :resp<>nse 
to this appeal and often with financial assistance from Queen 
Anne, many of these Palatines crossed to England and were 
subsequently ~nt to New York, from where they were shipped 
up the Hudson. Becoming dissatisfied with conditions there, 
quite a number left the colony of New York and came as pioneers 
to the ''Oley" valley, near what later became Reading in Berks 
Country, Pennsylvania. 

These first ~ettlers were Huguenots and Palatines. Their 
letters to friends and relatives back hotne, t.elling of the fertility 
of the soil and the opportunity for peaceful habitation, no doubt 
caused the beginning of a very large emigration from the Pal­
atine about 1720. The increasing numbers of these immigrants 
into the English colony of Pennsylvania caused some alarm to 
the authorities. It was decided. therefore, to require all such new­
comers to take an oath of allegiance to the British Crown. From 
the record of these arrivals Rupp has . prepared a hst of some 
thirty thousand names of males over sixteen years of age who ar­
rived in Philadelphia from 172:i to 1775. 

The voyage from Rotterdam to Philadelphia took from 
seven to twelve weeks, depending on the weather. The largest 
boat was about ninety feet long, thirty wide and eighteen deep. 
Imagine these vessels crowded with from two hundred and 
fifty to four hundred men, women and children. They were 
packed in layers, like slaves later on in "The Middle Passage," 
the sick and the well rolling over each other in stormy weather. 

To make more room for the passe11gers, supplies of food 
and water were inadequate. If the food and water did hold out 
until the end of the voyage it was in such condition that a de• 
scrlptiort would not make pleasant reading. 

Shortly after their arrival in Philadelphia the Griesemer 
brothers with their families, moved into the country. Peter 
settling in Montgomery County and Valentine and Casper in 
Berks County, the latter in Oley Township. 

In a manuscript now in the Pennsvlva.nia Historical Society, 
entitled, uoley and Vicinity" by Dr. Peter G~ Bertolet, there is 
a chapter on "Oley Church and the Griesemets'' in which is re ... 
lated that in 1734 John Lesher deeded land to Casper. Griesemer 



and Gabriel Boyer in trust for the erection theroor} of a church 
for the worship of those who fallowed the beliefs of John Calvin. 
This church was erected in 1735 and had thereon, as a weather 
vane, a huge rooster in copper on which the initials of these 
three men are engraved. The author further relates that later 
on John Lesher had a dispute with Casper Grlesemer and con­
cludes as follows: 

"Now it was the custom in those days to settle such disputes 
with fisticuffs. John Lesher was not averse to settling disputes 
in this manner, having previously done so on several oecasions. 
He was, however, averse to tackling Casper Griesemer. Where­
upon he entered into an agreement with the minister who agreed 
to make some disparaging remarks about Casper at the c]ose of 
his next sermon. This he did, <!oncluding by saying, 'und du 
Hantz Casper Griesmer must das dotes starben, Amen.' " 

At these words the congregation were in an uproar. They 
rapidly left the church an:d Casper took off his coat, looking 
around for John Lesher, but Lesher had very mysteriously and 
speedily vamoosed. 

Casper married Rebecca ·Asheman and had the following 
children: 

Jacob 
Abraham 
Peter 
Valentine 
John 

Elizabeth Guldin 
Anna Maria Graeff 
Anna Margaret Reit.er 
Susanna 
Eva Ludwig 

He died about 1794. 

Jacob; his son, was first a Second Lt. in 4th company, 1st 
battalion and later a Captain in 4th Co. , fifth battalion of Berks 
County militia with service in the battles of Trenton and 
Brandywine in the Revolution. He married Christina Rhoads 
whose father was also an officer in the Berks County miJitia. 
They had the following children: 

Isaac Sarah 
William Barbara 
Enoch R. John 
Peter Jacob R. 

Enoch R .. married Hannah Hoffman and they had the fol-
lowing children: 

Abner 
Albert 
Enoch 
Calvin H. 

(went to California in 1849) 
(graduated Jefferson Medical l&Sl) 

" 
1

' ,, 1854) 
Amanda Darrah 

Hannah 
Amelia 
Cordelia 
Kate 

. For awhile Abner Griesemer was in business in Philadelphia. 
He married Matilda Fisher. They had two children, Chester F,., 
born in Philadelphia and Albert. 



Chester F .. Griesemer came to Philadelphia as a young man 
and after working :as a salesman for Folwell & Company, be­
came a partner irt the firm of Boyer, Rex & Griesemer and 
later with the ill1ll of Geiger & Griesemer .. In 1889 he moved to 
Tacoma, Washington and died in 1892 .. He married Ellen Wallace 
Deuel in Urbana, Ohio. They had the following children: 

Minnie Louise m .. Lewis W .. Destler , 
Chester Deuel 
Eleanor Wallace 
E .. Marjorie 
Douglas 

m. H·· ···· · L.. Tolin _ arry ..... 
:rn.. Theodore Stitt 
rn. Floss Patterson 

History of the Fisher Family 
Like the Griesemer family, the Fishers were early settlers in 

Be:rkes County. Henry Fisher moved from Heidleberg Township 
to Oley in 1791. He purchased land from John Lesher and in 
1801 erected thereon a house which sti11 stands and 1n which 
lives his great grand-son, Daniel Fisher. The Berks County 
Historical Society have erected a tablet in front of this borne, 
commemorating its early construction. Therein, also, is the 
weather vane from the old Oley church, dated 1735 .. 

Henry Fisher was a private in Capt. DeTurks Company of 
Militia in 1776. (Penna. Archives.5th Series; Vol. 5, p. 189.) His 
son, Daniel married Mary Gernand, a woman of exceptional 
ability, who so managed her husband's estate that she was able 
to leave substantial sums to each of her children. 

The pioneer pf this f amity in America was William Davol. 
He is first known of in DuxburY, Mass. in 1640.. In the geneal­
ogy of William Gates and his wife, Mary Ann Deuel, it is stat~ 
ed that the Deuels were Quakers. In the Harvey genealogy, 
speaking of Judge Joseph Deuel of New York City, it states the 
name was originally ''De Ville'' and that they were Huguenots. 

In 1645 William Devol moved to Rehoboth and it is interesting 
1:o note that the Palmer and Chesebrough families were also 
living there then. As will be noted on the family chart, a de .. 
scendant of these familief:, Desire Palmer, married Silas Deuel 
of the fifth generation of William Devot. 



In 1653 William Davol moved to Newport, where his son 
Jonathan married Hannah Adley (or Audley). Jonathan was 
born in Dartmouth, Mass. in 1698 and his son Jeremian died 
there in 1758. 

J erenriah Davel married first, Sarah Allen and they had 
nine children. Second, Sarah Whitredge, who had three children. 

It is interesting to note that Ruth, one of two daughters of 
Jeremiah by his first wife, married a Howland, probably a 
descendatlt of John Howland, a passenger on the Mayflower. 

His son Silas Deuel, lived in Dartmouth for awhile and then, 
with his brother Timothy moved to Dutchess County, New York. 
Before moving to New York he married Mary Wilbour at Tiver­
ton, Nov. 1, 1744. They had eight children; Mary, Sarah Hannah, 
Ruth, Zillah, Jeremiah, Wilbour and Silas. 

Wilbur Deuel's birth dat.e is not Jriven. His first wife was 
Phoebe (probably Thorne). His will, recorded in Poughkeepsie, 
May 14, 1823 mentions his (second) wife as Ruth. Their chil­
dren were: Rhoda, Daniel. Silas, Charlotte, Mary, Jeremiah, 
Phoebe, Reuben, Stephen, Ephriam and Charity. 

Wilbur Deuel servedasprivate in the SixthRegiment, com­
manded by Boswell Hopkins, Col., in the Company commanded 
by Capt. James Talmage. 

Silas Deuel married Desire Palmer. From 1793 to 1812 they 
had nine children, as follows: Wilbur, Benjamin, John.L.,Aman­
da, Jeremi~, Stephen, Phoebe, Thorne, Silas. 

The.ir first son, Wilbur marrie4 Maria Conkli~. They had the 
following children: Jerenrlah, Abram Conklin, James~ Agnes, 
Sarah, Hannah Stephen, Lee and_ Wilbur. . · 

Wilburs' son Jeremiah when a young man, moved to Urbana 
Ohio, where he married·· Sarah ~cArthur McDonald. Their 
children were: 

Ellen Wallace ( Griesemer) 
Minnie S. 
Henry W. 
Wallace 
Agnes (McCutebeon) 
Duncan McArthur 

History of the McDonald Family 
Archibald McDonald, son of William and Elizabeth Douglas 

McDonald, was born at Glencoe, Scotland October 11, 1759. He 
came to America in 1773. Tbr~ years later when 17~ heenl;_gted 
in the Suth Pennsylvania Battalion, Capt. Tibbets, Col. Wm. 
Irwin. William McDonald, the father of Archibald, fought in 
the battle of Culloden at the age of eighteen. 



After the def eat of the house of Stuart at Culluden afid the 
flight of Prince Charlie,it will be remembered that the Prince 
was closely plll'Slled and,entering a cottage,concealed himself 
under the skirts of a loyal Scotch woman, Flora McDonald. This 
was subsequently found out and Flora with many of the clan 
McDonald were ootnpelled to flee from Scotland. They came to 
America and fouAd shelter in North Carolina. 

Archibald n,arried Margaret McDonald; 'whose father 
William came w Carolina with those McDonalds. He also 
fought in the battle of Culloden and for gallantry at that en­
gagement was awarded a special bonnet. The two William 
McDonalds were not related. 

About 1773 William and his family moved irom Carolina to 
New Xork State And from there, about 1779 to what is now 
Washington Collllty, Pa. There Archibald met and married 
Margaret. 

Archibald McDonald, with his friend Duncan . McArthur, 
came to Ohio in tlle winter.of 1792-3. ln1796 they moved b)Sci~ 
to County and thare at what is now Chillicothe, Duncan McDon• 
aid was born November 5, 1803. In 1823 he moved to Urbana, 
Ohio, where he n,~t and married Eleanor Wallace, the daughtp.r 
of a Presbyterian min;ster, William Wallace. They had two child­
ren: 

Henry Douglas 
Sarah McArthur m. Jeremiah Deuel 

After the d~th of his first wife, Duncan McDonald 
married Esther Carter- Heylin. They had the following children: 
Jennie (StansbUt-Y). Duncan B., I. Heylin and EllenE. 

--·• 
History of the Palmer Family 

Miss Emily W. Leavitt has prepared a genealogy of the 
Palmer-Melvin titles, from which the following summary of the 
Palmer family is taken. -

Walter Palmer possibly came from some small town in Not. 
inghamshire, Eng.-land. As early as May 14, 1684 he was a citizen 
of Charlestomn, Mass. In 1643 he, with several others, founded 
a township named by their pastor, the Rev. Samuel Newman, 
•'Rehoboth.'' In l645Jobn Wintbropwaseommissioned to begin 
the settlement of New London and be urged William Chesebrough 
to take part in this. Whereupon, Chesebrough journeyed from 
Rehoboth down through Connecticut to view this land. But, pre-­
f erring that part of the Pequot country called ''Wequetequoc'' 
and supposing it was part of Massachusetts teritory, he applied 
for and :received a grant of 300 acres of land, which was 
soon enlarged to 2299 acres. Be quickly induced Walter Palmer 
to join in this latter enterprise. 



The name W equetequoc was changed to Souther ton 
and in 1665 i~ tenitory was extended and the natne again chang­
ed to Stonington. 

Until about 1654-5 the planters in this section attended 
worship in New London but frequent rough weather, the long 
distance and two rivers to ero~ made the people very desirous 
to hold meeting in their own territory and this gave rise to the 
contentions that, thus early began, lasted for years and involved 
them all in serious difficulties. 

Massachusetts did not want to give up any claim to what 
she deemed her southern possessions and Connecticut was equal­
ly anxious to own all the land that was so close to her holdings. 
Just then the Rev. William Thompson of Braintree, Mass., a 
brother-in"'.law of Capt. George Denison, a prominent settler in 
this town, started as missionary to preach part time to the In­
dians, part time to the planters. The first meeting he held in the 
house of Walter Palmer, March 22, 1657 and after that in differ­
ent houses. 

On June -30, · 1658 these planters declared a kind of squatter 
sovereignty regardless of either colony. Massachusetts sympha­
thized with them and _the General Court declared all territory 
west of Mystic river belonged t,o Connecticut and east of this to 
Massachusetts. Finally, a large part of this eastern t-erritory be­
came the state of Rhode Island. 

Walter Palmer had a number of . children among them 
Nehemiah who was bom in Charlestown in 1637. The freemans 
oath was administered to him in Hartt ord, Conn. May 10, 1666. 
From this time he took a prominent place in the management 
of civil affairs in Stonington, was elected deputy of the 
General Court of Connecticut May 15, 1668 and was 
relected. for fifteen sessions. He had eight children, the 
fourth being: 

Justice Daniel Palmer who married Margaret Smith the 
daughter of Nehemiah Smith of Groton. They had nine children, 
the ·first of whom was: 

Nehemiah, born in Stonington in 1702, who married Sub­
mit Palmer also a great grand child of Walter Palmer. They 
had ten children, the first of whom was: 

Rev. Nehemiah born in 1738 who married Mary Chese­
brougb. They moved to Brookfield, Chenango County, N. Y. 
where he and his wife both died. They had thirteen children. 
Desire, the seventh child, married Silas Deuel. 

- =(), .: ... 

History of the Chesebrough Family 
. The following im.formation h?,s been taken from the ''Chese ... 

brougb'' genealogy prepared-by Mrs. A. C. Wildey. 
William Chesebrough, the first settler of English lineage 

in the town of Stonington, Conn., was born in England in 1594, 



probably near Boston, Lincolnshire, where he and his wit e were 
communicants in St. Botolphs Church. He came here in the ship 
Arbella with his wife Anna and three surviving children of the 
eight born to them; the youngest; Nathaniel, an infant in arms, 
came with them. This ship was one of a fleet of fourteen vessels 
with 840 passengers comprising the Massachusetts Bay Colony. 
It sailed from Cowes, Isle of Wight, March 80, 1630. He was 
approaching 36 years when he set foot on American soil. 

These passengers first settled in Charleston but three 
months later moved to the south side of the Charles river t.o 
Boston for permanent settlement. He was made a freeman in 
1631, was a deputy to the General Court and chosen constable or 
high sheriff. After three years he joined a company whieh 
settled ''Seehonk;' in the vicinity of Plymouth Colony which 
was later incorporated under the name of Rehoboth. The planta­
tion submitted itself to the government of the Plymouth colony, 
contrary tn Chesebrough' s wishes and judgement, and the plan­
tation authorities took bis opposition as an affront and treated 
him harshly. 

Feeling deeply the predjudice against h~ he and one of his 
sons moun1:ed ·horses and rode westward in search of a settle­
ment where he could· live in peace. Arriving at "Pequot", now 
New London, he 'found an olctfriend, John Winthrop, in charge 
of a settlement under the CODlmission of the General Court of 
Massachusetts .. Not liking the location he finally located on land 
near them what is now Stonington. There he removed with his 
wife and family, assisted by his friend Roger Williams, in the 
summer of 1649. 

The first man who joined Mr. Cbesebrough in the new 
plantation was Thomas Stanton, the famous Indian interperter 
who in 1650 built a trading house on the west side of Pawtucket 
river and brought his family there in 1657. In 1653 he was joined 
by Walter Palmer who located near his old friend and neighbor. 
Thomas Minor moved into the neighborhood in 1654. These four 
tn~n were the founders of Stonington, in honor of whom the 
monument in the ancient cemetary at WequeU'(Juock was erect"" 
ed in 1899, that being the two hundred and fiftieth year from 
the first settlement hv Mr. Chesebrough. . . 

William Chesebrough was a man of strong character, well 
fitted in capacity and high purpose to be a pioneer in laying the 
f ounda.tions of a well ordered, civil and religious community. 
Mature in years, of a welJ balanced mind, wise in counsel, a man 
of positive convictions, and withal of uncompromising up .. 
rightness, he-naturally drew to himself the · confidence of his 

. -

associates, as to one whose lead it would be safe to follow. He 
was a man of deeds rather than words; and yet, when the 
occasion called for it, he could give utterance to his views in 
language that needed no int.erpreter, or he could put them. bito 
proper written form. 



lrIS organizing capacity was very tnark.ed and his versatil­
ity was wonderful. He could frame a building or sit as a judge in 
a case at law. He could forge a chain, or draw up a plan for the 
organization of a municipal government. He could survey 
a tract of land, or worthilyrepresent a town in the General C'JOurt. 

One fact which marks him as a man who commanded great 
respect, is that after-gathering around him $Ueh men of superior 
ability as Thomas Stanton, Walter Palmer and Capt. George 
Denison, they worked so harmoniously with him in the organi­
zation and ordering of the community. 

Nathaniel Chesebrough, son of WilJiam, . served in the Col­
onial Indian War; was one of the first nine members of the First 
Church of Stonington; .a freeman of Connecticut 1666; Signer of 
the PawtucketArticles 1658:selectman 1675. He marriedHannah, 
a daughter. of Capt. George· Denison. They had eight children, 
the sixth being:- · · 

· Samuel, born 1664. who married Pricilla Alden, the heroine 
of the book·by_JaneAustin,. ''David Alden;s Daughter''. They 
had seven children, the fourth was: 

Col Amos Chesebrousrh, _born in-1709. He was Lt. Col. 8th 
Regiment ·Horse & Foot of the colony of Connecticut. His com­
mission from Gov. Wm..· Pitkins dated June 8, 1768. He mar­
ried -Desire Williams and they bad ten children. Mary, their 
fifth child, married Rev. Nehemiah Palmer. 

History of . the Conklin, Wasson, 
Wallace and Rankin Families ' . 

· There is a family tradition that Maria Conklin is ·related to 
Senator Roscoe Conklin but nothing in this search has been 
found to establish such connection .. 

··George Wasson was·a civil engineer ·and friend-of James 
Duane, former mayor of-New York City. He was a vestryinan 
of the First Episcopal Church of" Duanesburg, N. Y. He mar­
ried Agnes Sullivan and they had the following children: 

John G. William 
Dorothy Agnes 
Hannah m. William Conklin - Maria 
George James D. b~ Apr. 24; 1792. 

- James D. Wasson was an orphan at either four or seven 
years of age. He went to Albany and there became a prominent 
and beloved citizen. 



William Wallace, the grandfather of Sarah McArthur 
McDonald, was a Presbyterian minister. In 1810 he wrote from 
New York City to his wife and children in Lexington Ky. Some 
of his descendants state he was the son of the Rev. William 
Wallace w~o ca.me hErre from Scotland and whose fami]yreeords 
were burned by the Indians. Another statement is that he was 
the third of nine children of Thomas Wallace, who married a 
Ross. This Thomas was the son of Matthew Walfaee. 

Rev. Adam Rankin of Augnst Co1.1nty, Virginia; arrived in 
Lexington, Ky. in October 1784. ln May 1793 he and others 
joined the Associated reformed church. After he resigned the 
pastorate in 1825 the church rapidly declined. After leaving 
Lexington he set out to visit Palestine but on the way he died 
in Philadelphia in 1827. 

Agnes Thornton, the mother of George Wasson, was a 
sister of Mathew Thornton of New Hampshire, one of the 
signers of the Declaration of Independence. 


