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PREFACE. 

In the following history and genealogy we have not depended upon 

tradition, but have carefully gathered all written records, comparing an<l 
selecting what proved to be authentic. The early Rhode Island records 

were copied. We present the early deeds, wills, and Wl'itten records of 

births and deaths; we present the family records, which have been pre
served as written and handed down from generation to generation. 

We wish to acknowledge our indebtedness to those who rendered 

assistance in collecting this information from the many families who are 

scattered over the entire country-the records loaned by Mrs. Bates, of 
Rhode Island; Thomas Peirce, Stephen Reynolds, of Wi:::kford; Alonzo 

J. Gardiner, of Allenton, R. I.; Rev. A. Gardner, West Willington, Conn.; 

:\lrs. Lucy Gardner Moffitt, Stephentown, N. Y.; Rev. William Gardner, 
\Vashington, D. C.; Burton J. Gardner, Broadhead, Wis.; Floyd Carter, 

Cniopolis, Ohio; Mrs. Eva L. Bundy, Manchester, Ohio; Charles H. 

Gardner, Cleveland, Ohio, and others, besides the kindness and courtesies 
of the many librarians. 
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