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THE FLETCHER FAMILY.

On Wednssday, August 50, 1876, the de-
seendunts of Robert Fletehere who settled
wt Concord in 1650, nssembled to the number
of over two hundred in thiseity, and  orgun-
ized an associntion  for the purpose of pro-
moting the family interesis and accumulating
all fucts of value in the history of the succes.
sors of the brave pionecr, The meeting was
a grinnd success, as oall present testified. and
its influence was of incalealable 1mportance

in the way of sdvanemg ol goud  feeling
song the gow widevespread tamilv, It was

i benutiful specticle to bebold =0 manv well-
looking men and women all descended from

i comnion parent, and even those who were !
not lortunate encugh to be uhile to answerto !

the name of Fletcher feit a lively interest in
being amongz those who traced their hneage
to a mun to whom  Middiesex county, and
expectally the ity of Lowell, waxs indebted
for his herore enterprise when 1his region
wis o wildeiness. The sueeess of the reun-
jon was so marked that a repetition followed
ahinost as a multer of eourse, and today there
are =0 muny people ol the name in the eity to
attend the second gathering that it is safe  to
address almost any stranger whom you may
sce in our streets s Mr. or Mrs, Fletcher
and rely on hitting the name correctly. ‘Fhis
reunion bas been  brought about by the ae-
tive lahors ol 4 committee of sixteen Lowell
Fletehers with the industrious Isane A, al
their head, and the members of the {fumily
have reason 1o be grateful that so energelic

and  creditable a representation  of their
name  dwels o the  city which  oc-
capies the land  once owned Dby

thewr ancestor. The family is &0 extensive
that in the genealogical book it is divided
into move than a score of branches numerie-
allv.und 1 the lunguage of the members the
ditferent branches have acquired numes from
the focahties in which they predominate, as
the Westfurd bravcelithe Chelmsford branch,
the Concord and Acton branches, ete. Al
though all have descended from the sume an-
cestor, the representulives of the family here,

some twenty or thirty, mre mostly sprunyg di-
rectly from the Clhiclmstord branch. Willium, !

of the second generation from the hardy and
adventurous Robert, once owned ali the land
comprised in Lowell, or at least that portiop
comprised within the city hnits before
aunexation of the territory over the
From biih moxt of the present Fietchers in
the ety und vicinity have directly descenited,
though there are one or two exceptions. The

the |
PIVers, |

most venerable bearers of the name here-
abouts are Willuzum about 87T vears of age.
fand who although feeble wus able to atleidd
today’s meeting, and  Horatio. The lal-
tere who is an old and respected citizen
Cand for mauy yeers a well known business
man, is hale and hearty at 82, and rurpasses
in vigor and activity manvy a4 young man of
G0 or thereabouts, His third child is the wile
of Mr. W, I, Brazer, and that gentlemun is
us energelic and ax much interested in the
fumitly affiars as il he were to the manner
born.  Mr. Horatio Fleteher Dbesides  being
preseut in person was represented ul the
meeting by & goodly number of children and
arand-children, and as he is  still vigorous
“there §s u reasonable prospect that at some

future reunion another generation May os-
semble about him.  Other prominent
moimbers  of  the Jocul fannly  are

[saae A, and Edmund Dix Fletehar, both of
whom are so well known that any® reference
to their ancestry would be a work of super-
errogation,  Besides these there uare muny
Fletehers in the city whe “along the coul xe-
questercd vale of life keep the noiseless tenor
of their wuay™ und do pot upbeur in public
quile so much as these mentioned, hut who
care nevertheless worthy representatives of
the nume.  Aud it is a singuinr fact, though
perbaps not so singular after ull, when you
come to think about it, that the women who
Iruve made men of other names happy LY per-
nitting a graft upon the fumily teee, creite as

much enthusiasim among their lords in ull
matters concerning the historie nume s

though they were full-blooded descenduants
of the original LobLert, So it need surprise
no one to see among the list of names of the
attendants at the guthering those of persons

whose coznomens are no more like thut of
Fletcher than uight is like aay. The same

spirtt pervades ull connections and itisa
graceful spirit and hearuly to be commend-
ed,

Tuecduv the decorators were huslly at
work at Huntington hall, the managers cal-
culating vightly that  Messrs,  Nichols &
Hutehines spacious rooms, m which the first
eathering was held would not properly ac-
Ccommodate all who desired to witness the
exercvises,  Sheppard, the florist, had con-
verted the stage into 1 blooming gavden, with
fragrant pot phimts and handsome shrubs,
and the spol was us pretly s the most
Lzesthictie taste could desire. Over the clock,
| which 1o its time hus supported nearly as



many mottoes as it has told hours, ¥
seribed on a blue ground surrounded by na-
tlonal flags, in letters of gold.* Welcome to
the Descendants of Robert Fleteher, 1630.”
And a right royal welcome was provided.
The janitor of the hall, who, as everyhody
knows, is a Fleteher, spared no pains to have
everything about the halls clean and fn first-
rate order and his efforts were appreciated
by all who visited the premises during the
day.

Last night there was a preliminary gather.
ing at Nichols & Hulchins’s rooms, and there
wias a large attendance of lhe fdmll). Ex-
mavor John W. Fietcher of Chelsea, presi-
dent of the association, and Mr. Edward H,
Fletcher ot New York, secretary, were pres-
ent, and with the assistance of the ex-
ecutive commmiltee, the programme for to-
day’s proceedings was completed. ‘I'he m. et-
ing was entirely informal, awd the time was
spent in talking over famll_v matters and so-
cial intercourse of the friondliest nature,
When all was arranged the company separ-
nted, looking forward to an excellent and en-
10)nble ocousion on the morrow,

And this expectation was in no wise dis-
appointed. 'fhe morning opened rather
gloomily, but the clouds mitigated Lthe
wurmth of the sun’s rays, and produced a
better day than If the glorions orh had been
shining undimmed. At 9 o’clock, the hour
nanied for the meeting to begin. the commit-
tee on receplion were present at the hall and
the members of the fumily began to arrive,
coming at first in groups of two and three,
As the morning wore on and the trains en-
tered the. depots the Fletchers caume in
throngs and two assistant secretiries hud all
they could do to register the names, The
early comers meanwhile amused themselves
by promenading aboul the hall, admiring the
handsome florul decorations, studying the
family chart suspended on a (rame near
the Dutton street entrance to the
gallery, greeling old acquaintunces, and
examining photographs of personsand plices
connected with the family name. One of the
most interesting pictures was a tamily group
comnrising tour generations of one branch of
the tree. It was the counterfeit presentment
of the mother of George L. Fletcher of Ches-
ter, Vt., a lady aged 90, Mr. Fletcher’s son
and grandson. 'l be latter, who is also
named George L., 15 the ﬁrs! representative
of the 11th generation from Robert, and is 11
years ofuge. Photograph and autogriiph al-
bums met a ready sale and all over the hall
the Fietchers were writing their names inone
another’s album or exchanging photographs,
‘Fhe galhering was augmented by every ar-
riving train, and up to noon 317 numes hud
heen entered on the registry. 'Fhe opening
of the formal exercises was deferred uniil
quarter past eleven, when President John
W, Fletcher called to order, and praver was
offered by Rev. L. J. Flewcher, 15. 1), of Buf-
fulo, N. Y.

Afler the praver the gresident
sume of the previous meeting, stuting

eave a re-
that

as in-

rer of Barton,Vit.

the result of the first gathering was the pres.
ent. We have resson to be proud of the
name, and of the noble men who have borne
it. We come not here to talk, but to learn to
live for one unother. We meet to enjoy one
another’s company, to sympathize with one
another, and to promote social intercourse.
Let us hive that when we separate on earth 1t
shall be to be reunited in one family in
heaven,

Mavor Richardson was introduced by the
presfdent and muade a few felicitous remarks
in which he showed that the Fletchers and
Richard<ons were at an early period in the
history of the countrv made one by marriage.
He welcomed the Fletcher family to Lowell
and expressed the hope and belief that the
members present would be hospitably enter-
tuined, and be much pleased with their
visit,

The report of Mr. Edward H. Fletcher, ot
New York, secretary of the association, was
then read. In the past two vears, the repon.
suys, while no important discoveries have
Leen made relating to our early bistory, the
bulk of our genealogleal records has largely
increased, Several considerable branches
have been added and the records of many
tumilies mude more cotoplete. The collec-
tion of photographic portraits, belonging to
the ussociution has increased, but not largely
and all members of the tamily are called upon
to contribute to the album. In the past two
vears a numnber of representatives of the fa-
mily have Joined their ancestors gone befure.
The deaths were: William Otis Fietcher, a
merchant at Westtield, who wuas presenl at
the previous gathering; Adehne E. [Huteh]
widow of Alpheus Fletcher at Cavendish,
Vi., Ellen [Lord] wife of W. A. Bacon, at
Ludlow, Vi Wesley Fletcher, a mer-
chant in Uaumla Eljah Fletcher of Indiatiu.
pohisy Parrot Flelcher, 4 farnier at Madison,
Mame; Rev. Jabez Fletcher, at Dixon,
Muine; Mury Fletcher, wife of Thomus
Richardson of Westford; Muary Fleteh-
er, wile of Elis Tower of Westford;
Nelson Hunt, husband of Abigatl M, Fletch-
Rockwell Einerson, a law-.
ver in New York; George H., Fletcher, one
of the vice presidents of the assoclation,died
laxt June at bis home in Union, Oregon; he
hud been making preparations to attend this
reniton 3 Cynthia Fietcher at Hornellsville,
Xt.l;i Juhn L. Fieteher, merchant at Derry,
AN .

Upon the fumily records there are over 8000
names, and 1t may be reasonably estimated
that there sare one thousand more of which
there is no account, making the totul
comprised in the eleven generations of Rob-
ert and his descendunts, over 9000 souls.
Four members of the fumily passed the
hound of 100 years before dying. One was
Mirian Keves, wife of Pea. Samuel Fletcher
of Westtord, whose son Horatio of this city,
was present today. There are three now
tiving who are verging to a century; Reuben
Fletcher in l{eadm;:. Vi, 18 95; Cualeb Rem-
ington Fletcher of Solon, Ohio, 18 in his 94th



vearyand Parmelia Fleicher, widow of Cyrus
Kendall, 1s hiving tn Westford, 96 years old.
REV., J. C. FLETCHER’S ADDRESS.

Rev, J. C. Fletcher of Indianapolis was
the next speaker, and he made one of the

best speeches delivcred during the day., In
beginning he made s few introductory re-
marks concerning his whereubouts at the

time the tirst meeting was held, He said he
wus on the edge of the biue bay ut Nuples,
and lell deep interest in reading on 1hose
clussie shores the account published m the
Lowell  Courier. Continuipg he s8aid:
Wherever I hauve been the sentiment of fum-
1ty has been strong in me and I have wel-
comed every muan that was a Fletcher,
whether fromn England, France, Switzerland
(thelr native home) or America, whether in
Beazil, or  Portuzal, mw Italy, in France or
in Great Britamn; wherever 1 met them it
wus wilh me axs the poet has said, “‘Like the
heart ot Argyle 10 the tartan T warm.”

1 will now give a history of the name. It
is not Normuan, but Burgundian French, and
our ancestors, without doubt, had their ori-
gin 1 that purt of Switzertand ouce Burgun-
diun, but now knownasthe Cunton de YVaud,
on the northern shore of the luke of Geneva.
The origin of the name hus to do wilh the
chief weapon of defence. fliche, an arrow=—a
word derived from the Latln verb Aectire,to
bend and has to do with the bow., The
French verb is Flechir., Now the man who
bent the bow wasu dela Flechiere, the bend-
er of the bow—in other words, the arcler.

There is no substantive in the French lun-
euuge calied Fiechier. Fletcher is an En-
glish common nume, and as Tarner, author
of the best Enghi=h and French dictionaries,
gives the English word Fieteher, lie hus to
translute the word into Freuch by a circum-
loculion — suying that the Enghsh word
Fletcher is a fabriguant de flickes. Brady
in his **Dissertation on Numes” perhaps has
Lit upon the origin  of the English word by
giving 1t as fledyer, the man who fledges or
leuthers an wrrow. Qur name s distinetly
Freuch, and the original word is de lu
Flechére which M. Litre in the great French
dictionary {¢qual in size to s1x ol our largest
unabridged Websters), suys it hus as lts syno-
nym sagyitaire, archer.

How did the Fletchers come inlo England?
Here the speaker gave an sccount of the
Cuastle of Chillon on the Lake of Geneva
Switzerland, the Palace in the 13th century
ol Pierre, the powerful warlike and conquer-
ing Dukeof Suvoy,whoserelative was Eleanor
ol Provence, the Queen of England, wife ol
Henry 1151 His visits to England in the lut-
ter part of the 13th century were frequent.
Hls popularity wus great in England, He
waus mude Earl of Richmond,
London known to this duy us Savoy was giv-
en him by the King. Lord Macaulay refers
1ot s history as a pliace where a mun
wus as exempt from his creditors if he
fled 1here, us i he were ncross the Alps 1t
Savoy. lo some of his visits in the laiter

Thul part of
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part of the 13th century bhe took over a num-
ber of young men, in his sulte, rom what
are now known us the Cantons de Vaud and
Neuchatel, Vuilmin in his interesting his-
tory of *Chillun” suys thut the numes of three
of the titled and Junded gentlemen were re-
spectively Portler, Granson and de la Fle-
chiere, ‘Tliese gentlemen muarried into good
tamilies in Englund; but their names were
anglicised, Portier becume Porter; Granson,
Grandison; and the de la Flechiere became
Fietcher.

It is an interesting fact that the family of
the de lu Flechiere still exIst in Switzerland,
noted for thelr piety nnd patriotism. The
Methouist Fleteher of Englund was ol that
family, and lis name was Jean de la Flechi-
ere, which he chunged tu Fleteher in Eng-
lund. The fumily 15 not only most respeciu-
ble but is most hghly connected sociully
with the Nicolls, Neckar, De Stu¢i und other
noble Swiss famitlies.

Having thus traced the Fletchers from
thelr patriotic home to Eugland, let us look
at them there. 1 find that before Columbus
discovered America, Willinm Fletcher of
Cockermouth was » gentleman of station and
consideration. Cockermouth is the place
where Wordsworth wuas born. You note
the old family nume of Willinm, so well
known to us in America. Ilis son Henry,
born there 370 veuars ugo, und ewjoying the
title of Henry F. of Cockermouth caslle,
comes planly into history during #he trouble
connected with Mary Queen of Scots. ‘This
Henry Fleteher (the nnme occurs 40 times in
the genealogy) bad the trust of Mary Stuart
whensbe journeyed from Workington. He
treated his royul churge (although she wus
defeated und 8 prisoner) with ull the defer-
ence due her exalted stutivn, and he re-
ceived a letter of thunks trom her for tlis
courtesy and also for the presentation of a
robe of vejvet (4 very costly presentin those
duys). Y could not at tirst understand this
uutil hunting up the bistory of the aflair, 1
found in Mignet’s Mary, Queen of Scots, the
following: **She wrote oun the 17th of Muay
to Elizubeth, It 1s my urgent request that
Your Mujesty will send for me us soon as
possible, tor my condition is pitiable, not to
say for u queen, but even for u simple gentle-
womun, 1 huve no other dress than that in
which I escaped irom the tieid. My first
day’s ride was sixty miles across the country,
and I have not since dared totravel except
by night,””

We are not yet done with the Flelchers in
their relution to Mary, Queen of Scots.
There wus a Rev, Richard Fietcher, 4 preb-
endary of Elizabeth, ludeed he wus chap-
Inin to Elizubeth as early as 1581, and had a
rupid advancement. In 1587 he was official-
ly present at the execution ot Mary at Fother-
inguy,aund tried to convert her, so the French
suy; and they lurther say that he excluimed,
when her head rolled from her body, “So
perish all the enemies ol Queen Elizubeth.”
I 1589 he was made bishop of Bristol,
1592 ot Worcester, and in 1594 ot Londoun,
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Then hie was, for a time, in the displeasure
of the gueen, because e married a second
time. e died suddenly in 159G, and Cam-|
den. the ofd historian, said 1t was becuuse
of the immoderate use of tobucco.

OQur nuatne in Eungland is an honorahle
one, It is not eminent in nolitics but in
various runks of society. No less than three '
Fletchers hold baroneteys and others have
high offices in the army and nuvyand in
civil life,  And 19 of the fumilies in the gen.
try ure Fletchers, In Lancashire and York-
shire and in London you see the names on
signs of wholesale merchauts and manufuce
turers and retat] tradesman, There isa curi-,
ous evidence of thetr respectability. There
are twenty-nine cluns of Gypsies in Great
Brituin, who bad no numes. They came into
England in the 15th century, and adopted us
their munes, those of leading fumilies, The
Stunteyvs (Lord Derby’s tamily) the Burnets,
the Lees, the Fletehers, and the Bucklands
are amongst the family pames adopted by
them.

The euarliest notices of the Fletchers in
England s {u the “*Coventry Mysteries” (re- !
ligious plays by the monk»}. These go back |
earlier thun 1430 and show thut in less thun
ncentury they were reputable, In the pro-
logue of the “Muysleries” the monks sum-
mwouned the people by name as [ollows:

Tom Tynker and Betry’s Belle,
Peyrs Potter and whut-at-the well,
Sy small Feyth and Kate Kelle,
And Bertylmiew the Bocher.
Kyte Cakeler and Colett Crane,
Gille Fetyse and fuyr Jane,

Yowle Powtlier and Parnel Prane,
And Phelypp the good Fleccher.

Tu Cock Lorell's Vote, a satimeal poens,
“imprinted by Wynkyn de Worde™ (the |
second printer in Englund. Caxton being the
first), and printed ubout 880 years ngo, there
is u simul rigmarole of names:

|

The pardoner eays I will rede myoll,
And ye shall here the numes poll by poll.
* * * * * *

Ters Potter of Brydge-water,

Saunder sSely, the mustard maker,
‘With Jelyun the Jungeler.

Here is Jenkyne Bewarde of Barwycke
And Tom Tumbler of Warwyke

With Phylypp Fletcher of Fernan,
And Psatrick Perysshic, heerbeter

With Lusty Harry Hange.man.

1
Others perhaps have given you most of the
facts abonut the Fletchers here at home: hut 1
would Tike say that botl at home and ubrowd !
they have struck me, first by their jove of
agriculture; second, by their patriotising
third. by their evident belief in women, for
there are few bachelors; fous th, by their beliel
in God. May we emulate their virtues,
LETTERS AND TELEGRAMS,

A telegram was vead from E. Y, Fletcher
of Coluubus, Indinna, and o letter was remd
from Mrs. Inx Fleteher of Marietta, Geor-
gla, regretting her inubility to be present,
Sunilur Jetlers were received from Arthwn

fof

Fleteher of Concord, N, [1.; Jumes \W. Cross
of West Boyiston; Milton F. Richardson of
New York etty; Fletcher K. Barrows of
Brattlebord’, ViLy G. Y. Fleteher of Colum-
bian, Alabama: Mr, Dix Fletcher of Mariet-
ta, Georetu; David Fletcher of Rochelte, T,
G. I Fleteher of Castine, Muine, Abel
Fletcher of Massilon, Ohio.

Rev. Dr. L. J. Fietcher of Buffulo, X. Y.,
made an interesting address,  Ile exhibited
4 powder-horn carried by his great grund-
futher in the French and Indian wur, and
Ly s grandfather in the revolutionary war.

Lev, Steplhien D. Fletcher of New London,

i NL T, made 2 briel address and then Mr. AL

B. Fletcher of Boston University addressed
the sudience., He said:
A. B. FLETCHER'S REMARKS.
Mr. President and Dear Kinsimen:
It was a common saying of my futhers that
boyvs wind vibbages needed transplunting, nnd

LS

I have tound inmy own little experience

| that it 12w good thing to go away from home

once in a while, [ used to think that about
all the Fletchersin this country lived in
Mendon. the town in which I was born, but
about a vear ago I found that the Fletcher

family had had o meeting jn this city and
that my branch hud not even been invited.
I felt that it was a matter which needed

looking into and after a time I got hold of
the book, the compilation of which has ocen-
pied the time and tulents of our honored
kinsman from New York for so muany vears,
and I found that the branch to whieh I be-
long was so insigniicant when compared
with the others that he hadn’t notived us ut
all, T wrote to Edward H. and as the resuit
of our correspondence he has promtsed to
cive usa smull branch upon the family tree,
and I feel that I bave been reinstated inlo
uood soueiety, .

Ou searching the Mendon records 1 find
the first mention of the name of Fletcher is
that of my great-great-grundiather who wax
married in that town in October, 1781, I
find the fumily to have been largely furmers,
thrifty, honest, and respected; in fact the
only thing that 1 can tind againstanyof them
that a4 brother of my great-grandfather
ran away {rom bis family, but his wite didn't
seemy o tuke 1t to beart very much for she
soon married again and not only reared u
Large family herseif but left o daughter whom
[ visited o few days ago and found the wants
her declining years ministered to by a
family of 19 children, I @ glad to have the
honor of meeting  vou all fuce to fuce and to
live over willh you in fmugination the scenes
to us muade saered by the roll of centuries, 1
feel ushimed when I remember that I have
passed the door of our honored president al-
most daily for the pust six vears and never
stopped Lo inguire whether he was of our
Cintly or not, P orast that these meetinas
will awaken m usadeepey inlerest m each
other and thut  they will be the means of
drawing us closer together into a truer fumi-
bye 1 hope to meet you ult agaiv and it you

ix
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come to Boston you will always find my !
lateti-siring upon the nutside,

The following poem written for the ocea-
sion, by Miss C. F. D. Fietcher ot Norridge-
waoek, Me., a duughter of Awmos Fietcher of
Nashua, was then read: :

Thiz gathering of a summer’s day,

80 foon to scutter tur and wide,
What means it? but that each would say,
Onv tie binds brother side to side.

The coilnmon name
here,

It is n name.
Ol these who meet euch othier
And 50 to al] who kinship claim,
E*er miuay its honor be most dear.

Nume of our fathers, borne so long
By honest Lurghers o'er the sea,

In this fair Jund may it belong,
Ounly 10 those who worthy be.

Let no dark stain of crime or vice
1 aunish its brauty or its funime
No soul be bought for any price
‘Yo bring it down to griet and shame,

May sturdy virtue mark {he name,
AWhether of youth or waning age
Muy Christiun tove and Christiun aim

Make brighit the record or ity page.

Thus in the true nobitity,
God makes ot charucter on earth,
Long muy the numue ot Fletcher bue
A sypnouywmn of truth and wortl,

A commitlee of five was appointed on rec-
anmendation of the comunttee on publica- |
tion ol o second edition ol the genestoxy ol
the Floteher family, to canvass for subserip-
tions at tas guthering iy aid of such publiva-
L1on.

Awos Fleteler, exqg., of Nasliona, N, 11,
niule the concluding address of the forenoon,
ufter which

DINNER
was served at Juekson hull and nearly every
chair at the well=spread tables was oceuped,
Teas very seidom that so lurge o dinner party
and rarer yet that so intelligent and well-to-
do appearing a purty has assembled in the
hall, Bexide the hiundreds who dined at the
hali, and who were gratified with the excel-
lent catering ol Messrs, Nichols and Huleh-
ms, nemy dined at the restaurant kept by the
aterers, und at other places. There wus
music by an orchestray und smging by Lhe
compuny before teaving the tables,
AFTERXNOON SESSION.

The first business mhe adterneon was ihe
iciting of contributions for the tund of |
F o ensure the publivation of the second |
cdition of the gencalogy of the Fleteher fami- |
vy it belng understood that none of the mon- ‘
ey would he ealled for unless the sale of a |
suflicient number of coples 1o pay the ex-’
prise of compilatlon and publication is made, §
The chairman,  and afterward  Rev, i)r.l
Fleieher ol Buflule, No Y., called for suls-|
seriptions, amd the #8000 was pledeed in oo !
few mioules, pr sums of prom §20 1o §5. :

Thereport of e treasurer,J. Yurnum

Fleteher of Boston, wus read. It showed
Ihat there was $13 30 recetved by him  and
thut the expenditures were §13; leaving 85
cents m Lhe treasury,

Greovge Fletcher of Westlord, V., chair-
man of the commiltee on amendiner of con-
stitution, presented a briet report, the prin-
cipal wmendment being one prescribing that
the meetings of the Fletcher union shall be
hetd us often us once in live vears; move {re-
quent meelings being optional with the exec-
utive committee.  This amendinent was dise
cussed at some length, one speuker urging
that ten years mteriim might be nol loo great
in the future tor these meelings, while anoth-
er urged that he should be pleased to have
them every year, The amendment wus
wedoptled,

‘Tle following poem, written by a grand-
<an of Amox Fleleher— W, H. Dole of Boston
—wius read by the chaivinan:

W. H. DOLE'S POEM.

Opinions differ as to how the human race began;
some think that Adam was the very first prime-
val man,

| A being mnde of dust and clay that God breathed

into lite,
Who sleeping, lost arib one night and waking
found a wife.

‘ And others think that th's tremendous mystery

is solved
To say thut from a mollusk or amaprs he
evolved.

was

" In either cuse, however, there i3 no great credit

ue
The monkey and mollusk they grew better it is
true.
But Adam fell from grace and filled the world
with lamentation,
And ail fiis sons have had to toil and travel since
creation;
Their very names are often synonyms of hard en.
deavor,
And Smith and Wright and Clark will gpeak of
sweaut and ink forever.,
We wonder who the earliest Fletcher was and
whence he came,
And how he won unto himself a dame and name
and Jane.
I dreamed last night; I saw a mighty man in coat
of mail,
His huir was Jong and black; his eyes were blue;
his face wus pale;
He had a quiver in his hand, n quiver in his
voice;
tHe spoke a tongue I understood—it made my
heart rijoice.
Buhin;j hiim stood another form, it was his spouse,
trow,
She h:l\)d a smile upon her lips, a kerchief on her
row;
Her hair was fair and slightly curled, her face
wus Kind and strong;
She held ber husband’s battle bow, ’twas made
of ash and long.
Both bowed and then he spoke these words 1
never shall forget;
Their mellow tone, melodious strength and music
linger yet.

WIHAT IE SPORE.
“11ail child of the Fletchers, a Fletcher am I,
The first of the race to Seotlund 1 cuine,
On ihe braes of Glenorehy o fight did 1 die,
And paincd there my glory und left there my
Dawme,



PaEN—

This bow and these arrow s, x{(re m'\dc b_y my

ban
’Tw;ﬂ thc best bow in Scotland, the m’ghtiest
oW,
And I was the doughtieat chief in that land,
Jill an #rrow from Aflin, my foe, laid me low,
Oh, many’s the tale Teou d tell of tiose days,
And brave were the deeds that were dunc by
our men,
When first rose our smoke f.om the mountainous

B ries,
When we fought for our homes in valley and
glen.
My da.ne she was proud when 1 came to woo;
The Stewarts were proud to acknowledge my
cluim;
And never a time did my sweet wife rue
The bour that 1 took her and guve ier my
name.
And now on the lands the Fletehers have spread;

They crost the wide sear, my descendants, my -

clan;

My blessing goes with them; I watch them
though dead;

May none of them ever come under my ban !

And here the brindled cock, the cursed clarion of
the morn,

Unfortunately w. ke and blew upon his bugle
liorn.

The figures vanisht like bine smoke away and
tebuous air

Told wot that any such celestial strangers had
bevn there,

Prof. Itobert Fietcher
lege was next introduced, and
but pleasing uddress.

E. Dana Bancrott of Aver, whose grand-
futbier wus Benjamin Fleteher of Chelinxlord,
made an intereshing address, during which
he recited an old humorvous poem  entlitied
SPobias and Carbuneus™ Fleteher, whieh he
led the audience in singing,

J. M. Fleteher of Nushur was next
nounced, aud read nn interesting poem; pret-
neing its delivery by n few
murks. He gave the
grandfather at one time owned a large por-
tion of (he lund on which Lowell now slunds,
and  built the first mill in the citv, on the :
bunks of the Concord river, i 1510, Mr.
Fletcher’s poem was not prepuared tor publi- |
cution.

A committee consisting of Dr. Edwards
Hullof New York, Sherman D. Fletcher of|
Westlord, Henry E. Fletetier of St. Juhns-
hury, Vt., Austin B, Fletcher of Boston, and
Prof. Robert Fietclier of Darttnou!ls coilege
wus uppointed 1o report a list of oflivers for
the ensuing term; and subseguently report-
ed the following Il t, which wus adopted:

President, Jolin W. Fletcher of Chelset i.

Yoive-presidents;, Abner W. Flelcher
Burnham, Me., Rcv. Stephen C. Flelcher u!
New London, N. H., Samuel Fletcher
Thetford, Vt., George Fieteher ot ])unhlnl)le.
Mas lu~et|& Uuld"e R. Fleteher of Brook-
Iyn, Y., M.uah W. Fieichier of Wuyne,
Hlinois.

Executive commitice, E. Dix Fletcher of
Lowell, Warren }‘lt‘llhli of Euast Boslon,
John Fletcher, jr., of Acton,

Reeretary, Edwurd L, Fleteber of New
York cuy,

Treasurer, J. Vurnum Fletcher of Boston,

of Durtmouth eol-
wade a briet

-t

gppropriate re-.
mfornrdion that his:

Moxse of \\ wlertown, allhou0h
not u Fleluher, e).pxeﬁsed his plessure, as
connected with the fumify in bLeing present.
He was pleased to know thut s {uther by
murringe was an esteemed #1d respected
member of this fumily.

flev. 8. 8. Fileteber of Exeler, N, I1., made
o forciblle speech, expressing his pleasure
; Ut this organization hud been formed, wntd
jurging s menmsbers Lo culiivale friendly winld
intimute refalions, and 1o use every effurt to
mamntain the Ingh standing of the Fletchers,

After o few congraiulatory remarks by the
president, and singing by the assemblagze, the
buxiness sessions of the gathering were con-
s cluded.

EVENING SESSION.

Mr. G. L. Fietcher of Chester, Yermont,
presided.  Phe attendance wus muoch smaller
than in the day sessions, us many from out of
town refurned home on afiernoon trains.
Addresses were tmade Dy Messrs. Joxiah N
i Fletelier of Nashua, N H,, wWilliam Fletcher
Col Chelmsford, Edward . Fleteher of New
i Yourk City, R«:\'. J. C. Fletchier of Incdianapo-
chisy End., and by the president, Mr. A. B.
i Kietclier of Boston gave sowme interesting
ireadings, Music was furnished by a string
hand, and dancing, continuing till about

10 1-2, voveluded the festivities,
Notes,
The youngest representative of the furmly
i present wax Asa F, Fletcher, 8 months vold,
son of Mr. Silus W, Fletcher of this city. He
Ctook o lively interest in the proceedings,

In bis speech yesterday Rev. J. C. Fleleh-
er gave the salutation of the branch of Jesse
| Flelcher that settled in Imlmn.tpolh,]nd
the senior member of which is Stoughton A.
Fletcher, sy, In the evening Rev, J. C. F.,
to some ol the eminent womvn ol
i the Fietcher fumily—the self-sacrificing wom-
en of the early duvs, He also menbionett two
lhut are well known in this century by thery
Cmarringe relitions, viz: Grace Fleteher, the
| first wife ol Duniel Webster, and her neice—

inee Fleteher, the wile of the eminent Di.
me\\n -Bequard of I'aris so widely known
i for his treaiment of the lute Chas, Sumuner.
I

!

|

Lreferved

WHO WERE PRESENT.

The lollowing 1s un sccurate copy of the
register kept of the uttendunts ut the gulher-
ng: .

Fleteher, Geo L, Chester, Vit

Fleteher, Emily C, Chester, Vit
Fleteher, Jose },h T, Br)dporl Vi
Fleteher, Aurelia, Bndport Vi
Helcher, Albert A Bndporr. Vi
Fieicher, Delia, Bndpor( Yi
Fletewer, Isaac A, and wife, Lowell
Fle:cher, Thomas A, Lowell
Fletcher, Arthur F, Amherat N1
Helcller, Simon T, Loweli
Fietchier, Ammira B Lowell
Fletcher, Parker, Winchester
Hctcher, Namuel A, and wite, Middleton
Fletrber, Arthar, \’anhml(r
Fietelier, Josiah IR, Chelrusford
Huuwr. Churles, and wite, Charlestown
Fleteher, Siunuel \\ Watertown
Fleteher, Joel W, (,imbndgeport



Fletcher, J D, East Cambridze
¥letcher, Mrs E J, East Cambridge
Fieteher, Helen M, Charlestown
Fietcher, Fruncis I, East Washiogton, N H
Fletcher, Othiel, Malden

Fletcher, David B, Boston

Fletcher, Mrs N Frank, Boston
¥letcher, Alice L, Lowell

Yleteher, Sarah E, Dorchester
Fletcher, Geo M, Westlord
Fleteher, B M, westford

Fleteher, Mrs Ella M, Westford
Fletcher, Amos, Nashua, N H
Fletcher Mrs Amasa, Fleteher
Fletcher, 8 C, New Londin, N H
Fietcher, Warren, East Boston
Fleteher, Mre Walter, Everett
Fletcher, J Varnum and wife, Belmont
Flercher, Mary B, Westtord
Fleteher, A B, Westford

Fletcher, B 8, South Cornish, N H
Fletcher, Wm W, Concord, N H
Fletcher, J M, and wi.e, Nushuit
Fietcher, J M, Ntow

Fietcher, L I, Westford

¥ etcher, Mrs Sarah, Westlord
Fletcher, Mrs Carrle, Westford
Fletcher, Henry B, and wife, St.Joln bary, Vt
Fletcher, Mrs John, Greenfichd, N
Flechor, Eva, Greenfield, N It
Kletcher, Joel A, Westlord

Fle cher, Herbert £, Westford

Fletcher, Sherman H, Weatford
Fleteher, Mrs Mury K, Westiord
Fletcher, Charles G, ani wife, Lexington
Flceteher, T C Littheton

Minnic L, Littleton

Duaniel U, Littleton

Willium, and witi. Boston
Flercher, Parker, and wide, Groton

Yictehero Jd B, and wite, Ayer

Fieteher, Carrie H, Ayer

Fletcher, Alti H, Fletcher

Fietcher, May M, Ayer

Fletchier, Mrs C H, Lowell

Fleteher, Arthur L, Lowell

Fleteher, Hattic E, Uaverhill

Fleteher, Charles R, and wife, New Tpswich, N 1}
Fieteher, Asa, Winchester

Fletcher, Solumon Liuwrence, Winchester
Fietcher, § W, Townrend

Fleicher, W D, Townszend

Fletcher, Edwin, Aclun

Fleteher, Andrew, Westford

Fleteher, Sherman D, and wife, Westford
Fivicher, Enity ¥, Westford

Fletcher, Kev 8 8, bxeter, N

Fletcher, Mubel ¥, kxeter. N H

¥le cher, Samuoel, und wife, Westiord
Fleteher, Mrs George 1), Westford

Fletcher, Ruel b, Eust Cambridge

Fletcher, Currie W, Peppercl]

Fletcher, William, aud wife, Chelmsford
¥ieteher, Netlie K, Chelmstord

Yleteher, Willie, Chelmstora

Fieicher, 8¢, Athot

Fletcirer, Mark W, and wife, Cane county, Hi
Fletcher, George W, and wife, Dunstuble
Fleteher,

Fleteher,
Fiotehivr,
Fleicher,

Mra Maria, Dunstale
¥ietchrer, G réner, Dansvalie, Mich
¥l icher, Roberr, and wife, Chelwsford
Fieieher, dsabel A, Lowell
Fleteher, Jennie M, Lowdll
Fleteher, Sophronia F, Fitehburg
Ficteher, Everett 8, Derry, N 1
Fieteher, Mrs John L, Derry, N 11
Fleicher, W, luwell

¥! tcher, Rel ef. Lowel!

Fletcher, Mré Shuah H, Lowell
Fietelier, Zaccheus, Mansbeld

Fletcher, 8 T, Boston

Fietcher, Nathan B, Lynn

Fietcher, R R, Ayer

Fletcher, K ¥, Ayer

Fletcher, J W, and wife, Littleton

Fietcher, Nathan, Billerica

Fleteher, Alvin Coliurn, Tyngsboro

kletcher, Rev Stephen C, London, N H, Col 1st
Maine Vet Vol

Fletcher, Benj, and wife, Lowell

Fletehier, Mrs Sarah M, Lowell

Fletcher, Mis3 Martha M, Lowell

Fletcher, Fraunk H, Lowell

Fleteher, Charles Daggett, Lowell

KFlcteher, Levi T, and wife, WesiTurd

Fletcher, Mixs Clara A, Nashua, N H

Kletcher, Miss Mary Etta, Billerica

Fletcher, Mrs Otiver, Lowell

Fietcher, » oal, Grafton

Fleteher, Kani y D, Fitchburg

Fletcher, Frunklin A, and wife, Lexington

Fleteher, Roby, Fitchburg

Kletcher, George F, Bust Washington, N H

F.eteler, G B, und wife, Templeton

tletcher, J =, and wife, Stow

Fletecher, Alice |, Mow

Ficteher, Sumurel, Thetfard, Vi

Fleteher, Mrs Shuah H, Lowell

! Fleteher, Joseph M, and wife, Chelmstord

Fleteher, Wi Isaae, Harford, Conn
Filetcher, Enily, New York
Fletcher Lnthier J. Buffalo, N Y
Fletel er Edmund D, Lowell
Fleteher Sainuel, Thetford, Vit
Fleteher Geo M, Kuminoy, N
Fletcher Miles . J, Lowell
tleteher Rissie L, Lowell
Foetehers Clarence W, Liewe]l
¥leteher Eliza J, Lowell

Flrt her John W, Chelsey
Fleteher Johin AL Caclsen

Flet -her Auna Dix, Lowell
Fletetier Huttie B, Haverhill

CFleteher Bdwara H, New Ywk

i Fleteher Ova A, Loweli

Kieteher Sarah L, Lowell
Fleteher John, jr, Acton
Kleteher Martha, Acton

i Bl acher Clara 8, Acion

Fletcher Austin B, Buston
¥lercher Asa A, Franklin
Fleteher Lauriu, Lowell
Fletener Kaily, Lowceli
F.etcher Mary E, Lowe'l
Fletcher Fremout C, Lowe'|

| Fleteher Mary k, New York

Fleteher Hortio, Lowell

Fletcher Mrs I Dix, Loweld
Fleteher Hezekial b, New York
Fieteher Louisa L, New York
Fleteher Frank A, Lowell

Fletcheor Nottie JJ, + owell

Fleteher John 5, Loweil

Fleteher Henry H, and wife, Lowell
Fleteher Chatles W, Losel]
Fivteher Mary ¥, 1 owell

Fieichier Mary E, Chariestown, N H
Fietcher Eien 1, Cnarlestown, N 1t
Fletchar John B, St Alkaus, Vi
Fletcher Rev J U, Bruzil

Fi teher Geg W, Rumuey, N i1
Fleteher Sophroia, M D, Claremont, N H
Fietcher Silas W, Lowell

Fletcher Ruth E, Luwelt

Kletclier Amanda F, Loweil
Rleteher Asa F, Lowell

Kieleher Mary A, New York
Fietcher Robert, Hanover, N 1
Fleteher Ellen M, Hanover, N
Adums Mre J W. Winchester
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Abbott, Lucy K, Cambridge

Adams, Mrs JW, Winchester

Burrage Hamilton, Liowell

Burrage Mary tlowe, Lowell

Burrage Katie, Lowell

Burrage George H, Lowell

Burrage Mabel H, Lowell

Bartlett Mrs. Steplien, Haverhil!

Boynton Mrs Frank W, Haverhill

Brizer William P, Lowell

Brazer Mrs Mary Fletcher, Lowell

Brazer Ralph ¥letcher, Lowell

Brazer Kate E, Lowe]}

Brazer May, Lowell

Barnard, Joel, Arlington Heights

Benue't, Fanny C, Worcester

Bearee, Benj Cambridge

Bowers, Mrs Hannah R Fleteher, Clielmsford

Blood, ¥ B N, Pepperell

Blood, Mrs Mary A, Pepperell

Boynton, Mrs Martha, Haverhill

Rowers, Laura, Nashua

Butte.field, I J, West Chelinsford

Buttertield, Mrs Susan A Fiete .vr, West Chelmes-
ford

Brown, Mrs Lydia Fletcher, Westford

Bancroit, & Dana, Aycer

Babbidge, Mrs Kliza A, Pepperell

Bartlett, Mrs Steplien, Haverhill

Boynton, Mrs Frank W, Haverhill

Clement, Dr G W, Boston

Clement, Mrs Marix Fietcher, Boston

Clark, Mi~z ~usie F, Tewksbury

Culdwell, Julia M Fletcher, Brighton

Clark Daniel, B .ston

Clark Caroline, Boston

Chappen, Delia, Middleborough, Vit

Cutes, AY, Lowell

Cater, Mrs Sophronia Fletelher, Lowell

Cooper, Martha ', Ayer

Colburn, Mrs G W, Nashoa -

Clark, Mrs John, Tewksbury

C ark, Jennie, Tewksbury

Clark, Edward P, Tewksbury

Clark, John, Tewksbury

1pix, Miss Anna, Lowell

Drew, Mrs P &, Lowell

Davis Sidney, Lowell

Davis Mary J, Lowell

Davisa Heury J, Lowll

Davis Lizzie A, Lowell

Davis, Mrs Susan, Duustable

Drew, Mary F, Lowell

Davis, R F, New Ipswich, N il

Derby, Eliza G, orton Highlands

Davis, Ellsha, 1 owell

Dodge. Mrs Addic E, New York

Day, Mra Cornelia A, Westford

Estabrook, Idu ¥, Buston

Farwell, Mrs J W, Melroge

Frederick Clarissa A, Boston

Furwell Mrz N W, Boston

Furwell, Evelyn A, Boston

Green, Miss Ellg ¢, L .well

Gilman, Roxy, Boston

Hicks, Mrs Wm E, Boston

Hayward Otis ¥, Hudson

Hayward Mrs M L, Hudson

Hildreth A G, Lowell

Hall Dr Edwuards, an i wife, New York

Hicks Mrs Harriet, Boston

Hicks, William L, Boston

Harrig, damues, Tvngsbaro

Harris, Mrs L M Fietcher, Tyugeburo

Heywood, Utis, Hudson

Hodgman, Edwin 12, W estford

Hale, Funny A, Belinont

Hodgnan, J L, aud wite, Malden
Huastings, Mrs H, Lyndonviile, Vit
Hildretly, Mrs Mary R, Groton
Haywuod, Edwin I, Westiord
tiaywood Mary F, Westford
Jaqguith, C B, Kcene, N H
Juyuith, Mrs Elmira Fleteher, Keene, N H
Jenkins, Mrs Wm, Milford, N H
Jaquith, G O, Bosten
Kendrick, Mrs Mary ¥, Arlington
Keniston, Elizabeth, Dixmont, Me
Kemptor Achsah, Claremwont, N 14
Kileski Henry, Lowell
Kileski Susan, Lowell
Kileski Etta, Lowell
Kileski Arthur, Lowell
Kileski Louis. Loweil
Lang, Otis, Bradford
Lu he, Leonora Fietcher, Cambridgeport
Lear, Mrs Wm D, South Corui~h, N U
Mogre, Jonathan Fletcher, McHenry county, 11l
Moore, Mrs Muria Fleteher, Med eory ¢ounty, 111
Moss, Luther B, Watertown

5, Mrs Julia Fleteher, Watertown
Hurry Fletcher, Watertown
Marden. Louisa H, Dixaioat. Me
MceQuesten, Mrs George B, Fashua, N H
Maden, Wm H, and wife, Cambridgeport
Manuing, J W, Reading
Munning, Mrs L BB, Reading
Mauning, Warren 1, Reading
Messer, Mrs 8 £, Lowell
Newhall, N A, Stow
Newill, Mrs Lucy Ann Fletcher, Stow
Newhill, Ela, Siow
Noewhidl, Josie, Stow,

PNash, James W.oand wife, Lowell
¢ Usgood, Charles, Townsend
i Usigood, Mrs Betsey H. Townseud

O.good, Maria, Lowell

Pope AMrs F D, Ayer

Pope, Nellie ¥, Ayer

Page, Jobu, Leominster

Eage, Mrs Caroline-Fictcher, Leominster
Hichardson, Sarak, Westiord

Rice, Mrs Martha aun Fleteher, Allston
Ranlett, Orrin B,

Huaynmoud Mrs Perley, Winchester

i Haymond, Mrs Perley, Raymond

Reed, Alntira 1, Lowell

Symmes, T E, Westford

Sweetrer, Judson, Westford
Swecetser, Heboees, Westford
Sweetser, Nathanicel, and wife, Westford
Smith, Joseph 12, Hollis, ¥ 11

Smith, J R, Holliz. X tI

Sawtelle, Naney, Shrby

Symmes, Willism E, Westford
Sherwin, Levi, Ayer

Sherwin, Mrs Mary J Fletelier, Ayer
Spalding, Dr Joel, Lowell

Spalaing Sara Hebecea, Lowell
Sawyer, Mary F, Fitchburg

rall, Jesse L, Vewkstury

Tarbell, Joseph H, and wife, Hudson
Woods, Mr: Adriang, Narhoa N 1§
Wood, Mrs Ida M Fietcher Eastport, Mc
W hiftcomb, Mrs Peter 5, tittleton
Whitcomb, Nellic M, Littleton
Whitcomb, Lou H, Ayer
Wallingford, Mrs ldu 8. Ayer
Weaton, Ellen M, Fitchibuig
Whitiey, Juhn Kletcher, Cambridge
White, Mrs Louisa Fletcher, Foxbuero
Wripht, Gilman F, Grauiteville
Wright Mrs Walter, Lowell

Wright Mixs Eliu T, Lowel





