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The Preface to the Reader. 

_ny 

MR WM. FORBES. 

READER ! I doo here present unto you ane genealogie of the 
Lord Forbes his Familie,. in which I doo not only include the Lord 
Forbes private houss, but also of the whole Familie in the name of 
Forbes. The Lord Forbes' houss having that propertie (which is 
incid~nt to few great families in the na.tione) that all the families of 
the nam, yea, all the Forbes's in or out of Scotland, are branched 
forth from that only one root. I doo not here attribut to my self 
the collectione of the subsequent genealogie, lea.st I should derogat 
from the pains of that judicious and learned gentilman Mr Mathew 
Lumsden of Tulliekeme, who, by his industrie and search, hath car­
ried on the work from Sir John Forbes with the black lip (who as it 
seems, was the first Lord Forbes knowen by him) till the year 1580, 
att or about which tyme the sayd Mr. Mathew dyed only. I would 
let you know that heerin lyes his error, who did not take pains to 
search the Lord Forbes his evidents, elss he would have found that 
familie honorable and consplcous long before the said Sir John, which 
shall be showen hereafter: But the gentleman is to be excused, 
since he intended a lineall descent, and nominate the particular persons 
of some families since the days of the said Sir John Forbes: that he 
did take his rise from him, tyme having worne out the memorie of 
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particular men before that tyme, li..h,as tlie cluef families, notwith­
standing, had ther rise since the da.yes of the said Sir John. And 
least tyme should wear out the memorie of former ages, I have att 
the disire of my Chieff, William Master of Forbes, carried on Mr. 
Mathew Lumsden his work from the foresaid year 15S0, till thif 
present year 1667, wishing that additional of successive genera.tioru. 
ma.y be in future ages, so long a.s it shall please God to contiue thh 
familie.- Though it be work of some men who are self lovers, that 
they canuot sufficiently crye up themselves, unless they undervalut· 
others, yet we are poRSessed with no such spirite ; albeit in all age:: 
since our first aryse, we myght compair with neighbours, for greater 
loyaltie and valour, for pietie, (which we think truely enobleth i 

familie) witness the many bishopes and doctors att home, and re 
nouned divines abroad. Likeas the root ha.th ever done, so the sev 
erall branches of the houss thought it their grE;atest honour to honou -

God in their generations. As to their loyaltie, it wa.s never yet stained 
but by calumniators. One, in the dayes of King James Fyfth ; th. 

Master of Forbes was accused of treason, for which he loosed hi 
head ; and after his death, the king finding that he was falsly accuse,' 
out of malise, by his enimies, restored his successor to all his land 
and honours to the full, and gave him some more lands in gift, whic:. 
ye Lord Forbes in-herits till this day : witnes3 Buchannan an, 
Drummond their Cronicles. As for ther valour, wee need no catologut 
the histories both at home and abroad m~festing the same so clear lit . 
Because Mr. Mathew Lumsden ha.th given us no cerbintic.: 
of the originall of the sur-name of Forbes, but refera us to Mr. Hectc 
Boyes,* I will not take up-:>n me possible to determine the thing, onl, 
I will lay down befor you some old traditions, (how true I will nc :_ 

say) which we have from our antecesso:rs, tymes having worn out a.: 
certaintie, aad let the reader judge and choice qch. of ym. he think 
most authentic. Some report they came from Fr3,nce, and yt. in on · 

shire there are fourscore families that bear the Forbes' arms. Othc1 

* Ti1c famous Hector Boethius who ~r. W. F. thinks ,va.s ambiti.:>us of bein~ 
his c!a.n. 
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think that these families decended out of the houss of Forbes. Mr. 
Hector Boyes, in his 14 book, folio 30, they were changed from Boyes 
to Forbes, for the slaughter of a beast. It seems (as the proverb says) 
he was desirous to be of kindred to great men. -rhis, he alleadges, was 
in the Bruce days : but this narrstion is clearlie controlled by the old 
evidents of the Lord Forbes, qch. were revised by Mr. John Sheen, 
his Majestie's Clerk Register, in the moneth of September 1593, in 
q_ch. he said that Alexander the 3d King of Scotland, in the 23d year 
of his reigne, which is the year of God 1272, gave and disponed to 
Duncan Lord Forbes terras et tenement-um de Forbes, and ye. writter 
heerof did see a charter given, without date, by Alexander Earle of 
Buchan. to Fergus Lord Forbes, and long after King p-c;1,vid confirmed 
a charter granted be John Lord Forbes, of the lands of Edinbanchorie 
and Craiglogie, all which charters doe preceed the first mention yt. 
Mr. Mathew Lumsden does make in his genealogie. 

Likewise, it is clearlie at pnt. to be made out by my Lord Forbt-s 
his evidents, that from the year 1371 till Flowdonne in the year 1513, 
the said Lord Forbes had the whole guiding of his Maj'tie's affairs, 

both properties and causalities, betwixt the Cairne of Mounte and 
the Bush of Kaitness, as the severall sealls, signets, and sub- of the 
severall Kings and Queens doe declare. which are yet extant ; as 
likewayes they were Sherriffs of Aberdeen, and Baillies to the Earle 
of Marr, to the Bishopes of Sanct Andrews, Breechen, Aberdeen and 
Murray, to the Abotes of Lindores, Aberbrothick; likewayes they 
were heretable Colonells of the shire of Aberbeen, and defenders of 
the priviledges and watters of Dee, and Don, as their evidents tes• 
tifye, so that it seems they have been verre great. 

But to proceed further to the old traditions of ther aryse.- Some 
alleadge that they came from Irland with the great McDonald, who 
married one of the King of Irland's daughters, and she did bring 
with her to ScotL.nd threttie of chief Peers' sons belonging to yt. 
King of qm. decended se'all great families such as the Forbess's, 
Rose's of Kilraik. Others a.lleadge that the Forbess's are descended 
of the great Ochonochor; one who was a.ne Lord in Irland, he being 
a son of the said Ochonochor, came to Scotland to serve the King of 
Scotland in his wars, wherfor the King give to him the castell of 

F 
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Urquhart to keep, with ane possession yr'about, and the said Ochoi:­
ochor going to batle with the King, was killed, leaving behynd hil' 
his wife with chield, who therafter went to Irland to her husband .-'. 
friends, aud was ther delyvcr of a son called Ochonochor, whic~ 
Ochonochor, when he became a man, came back to Scotland, and ask -
ing his father's lands from the King, the King shew to him that he 
ha.de disponed those lands to the kirk and oyrs. which he could not 
take back : but in lew of them the King gave him the lands of Logie, 
on Donside, which lands, on the Lord Forbes' ancient evident8, 
bounded those betwixt Assa.ch and Massa.ch, :Bogie and Don. They 
alleadged that this Ochonochor, Laird of Logie, killed a great boar•~. 
and he hade three sons, who were called the sons of him yt. killt. 
the boar or the beast, so Forboar or Forbest, and by contraction, 
Forbes, as the ancient monuments passing all memorie, exce1J~ 
traditione, in yt. place testifye the same as yet. As to his three son)':_ 

the eldest called Ochonochor, {they alleadge) built the houss •. : 
Diminour, and dwelt still there: the second son weent back to ·~ 
pairt of his grandfather's ancient possessons, and there settled, a.r.:· • 

was called *Urquhart> of qm. is descended the Laird of Cromert: · 
and the U rquharts : and to testifye to all posteritie that they descende. :_ 
of him that killed the beast, they ca.used erect just the like mom -
ments as the castell of Urquhart, as is lying at Logie, which is y, -~ 
to be seen there, as is allead0ed. Ochoriochor's third son, callt: 
\Yalter Forbes, went to Kaitness, attended the Bishope yrof., and L 

being familiar with the Bishop's daughter, bega.t her wt. child, wit . 
whom, fearing the Bishope's wrath, he fled to Strathnaver, ar 
possessed himself of the tweke da'ach and land of Dromesos, th« 
belonging to the Bishope: wherupon the Bishope

1 
raising a numb 

of men, went to Strathnaver, and qrwt. possessed himself againe · 
the sds lauds. W aJter and the Bishope's daughter being fled. le 
behind them their little sone ; and it being told the Bishope that t1. 
child was his daughter's begotten by "\Yalter Forbes, the Bisho1 

* The a.nns of t'"rquhart of Cromartie were three boars' head9 gulcs on a field c 
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caus~dimmediatlie fenss the court in name of the child, who was called 
John Forbes, of whom is descended the houss of Mackay, who is now 
Lord Rea, as the Lord Rea his old e·i:idents doe testifye, and that the 
first right of that twelve dauch of land of Dru.i'ness, does flow from 
ye. court act holden by the Bishope in the child's name, called J. 
Forbes. 

This narra'ne of the originall of the houss of Mackay the first Lord 
Rea, did relate to credable gentleman who- related the same to the 
writer heirof, likewayes I have seen ther letters, written to the Lord 
Forbes, acknowledging him to be ther Chieff, which letters are in 
William Master of Forbes' custodie, the subscription being Mackay. 
alias Forbes*; as also they bea.r our a.rms. Reader! I doo affirme 
none of these things to be of truth, (but qt. I have s~en wt. myne 
own eyes, tyme having worne out the certa.intie of the first aryse of 
our name, as is above I said) only re!a.te qt. bath been related to us 
by our predecessors, without addition or diminution. Furder, I am 
to advertise you, that although all the Forbess's be descended of one 
root, to witt, of the Lord Forbts his houss, that I dare not here 
undertake to give a particular accompt of qt. bouss everie privat 
or obscur~ person which is called Forbes is descended (tyme having 
worne out and obscured the liniage of many) I_ being tyed only to 
prosecut Mr. Mathew Lumsden his work, which I suppose I have 
putt to some better methode, not altering the substance : and if any 
man (having better informa.'ne than I) shall correct or enlarge ys. 
::,mall treatise, it shall heartilie accepted by 

A Trite 1-lonourer of tkis 
ancient .r'arn£lie. W. F 

"" The :i.rms of l!ackay are the sa.me a.s of Forbes, with the addition of thr~e arms 
armed with daggers on a cheveron or. The arms of Forbes are three bears' heads 
proper, muzzled, on a field azure. 

It is certain that the best herald! allow the a.nns to be the Lest evidences of the 
origins of fo,milie:s a.nu of their descents. 





INTRODUCTORY ESSAY. 

IF it is enquired, ,vhy print the following narratives? our answer is 
simple : the printing may gratify many of the name of Forbes, and 
of those connected with that ancient family. The antiquity of the 
original essay will at least supply the place of what interest may be 
lost by the extinction of branches of the main stem ; and it is most 
trnly remarked, that none despise family pretensions but those who 
havt: no title whatever to family. • These circumstances will give 
our little pamphlet some credit in as large a circle as the number of 
copies printed will perhaps extend its wings. t Of so conspicuous 
and numerous a family, descendants or friends must be found 
throughout the kingdom. We have on our side, indeed, not only a 

We ma.y here remark, genealogical investigations a.re subject to unpopula.rity, 
as being very destructive of cherished delusions, and if true, of bringing forward 
the plain a.nd unadorned parts, as well as the more brilliant : somewhat of the for­

ner attach to the most noble, and even royal pedigrees ; and it is well known that 

ven Louis XIV. in all his glory, had a blank (or, as the heralds term it, a window) 
n his escutcheon. 

t Perhaps in Asia may be found more traces of profound veneration for family or 
,-aces of men than elsewhere ; the casts and manners of that continent almost every­
.vhere denote an a.mazing tendency to pay even adoration to illustrious descent. 



principle very generally diffused OYer the glohc, but one of the Yery 

highest antiquity. The respect to family pretensions is to be 

found equally among the savages of e\·ecy region as among the Euro­
pean governments ; and the very first traces of any records of man­
kind give unequivocal proofs, by their anxious enumeration and 
pedigrees, that this propensity is one of those most deeply rooted in 
human nature.* From the holy histories, our attention may first_ 
be arrested by the Egyptian Pyramids, those sepulchral monuments, 
doubtless meant to eternise the families of the founders, and whose 
masses remain equally the evidences of human Yanity, and its 
futility. To inspect these wonders of stupendous toil has of late 
been a frequent satisfaction : but to come at any further discovery 
has baffled every research and probable disquisition ; intended to 
perpetuate the actions and names which once filled the kingdoms 
with their glories, they impart the strongest and liveliest conviction 
of the fleeting state of man and of all his monuments ; and the 
works themselves of the labours of men, they seem destined to 
carry through hundreds and thousands of ages, the mournful cer­
tainty, that those laboura have been vain, aud that though the 
materials remain hardly yielding yet, to time, that the memorials of 
the epoch of their first existence have perished, and that the earliest 
historians were just as ignorant of their mysterious birth, as thirty 
succeeding centuries have been, and, in every probability, will ever 
remain. Unlike the general fate of ancient structures, which leaYe 
the history of their foundations, _while age has obliterated the 
materials which composed them, and thrown the veil of oblivion 
over their stances, the8e affecting and supernatural monuments mock 

---------
"' V.l.lit as the i<lca.s of antiquity a.re, sugge:;ted by the Pyramids still they are so 

only from comparison; when we consider the discoveries of the successive worlds 

of CuYicr, in his " ltcchcrches sur Ics Osscmen8 fossiles ;'' his clear dcmonstratiou 

of dclu~cs after delu;;es; of 1~ different sorts of animals in those ancient worlus, 

now extinct; of the surface of the ca.rth l)eing formeJ of layer upon fa.yer of worltl~ 

of animals and pla.nti:; of <lltforcnt an1l di::.ta.nt climates, uc:-trnye<l and rcproJucd, 

:.mu that man has left 110 remains in any one stratum-what a field for rcfl~ctivu ! 

yet to eternity, what a. 1aothinl,!" arc ... 11 thc:-c ksts of tlw pi-o~rcss ot time. 
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the histories and traditions of men, and, for a season at least, falsify 
the poet's description-

We turn to dust, and all our mightiest works 
Die too ; the deep foundations that we lay 
Time ploughs them up and not a trace remains· ; 
We build with what we deem eternal rock-
.A distant age asks where the fabric stood, 
And in the dust, sifted and search'd in vain, 
The indiscoverable secret sleeps. 

Coeval probably with the erection of these amazing works, are the 
chiefs of the ancient mythologies. Men who, emerging from the fiTht 

savage and forlorn state of the infant societies of the world, have 
been enobled into divinities by the gratitude of their cotemporaries, 
and descended as such, from the credulity of after ages. These 
godheads sufficiently bear the indications of their first merits and of 
their rewards-and Apollo, Neptune, Bacchus, Ceres, Mars, Mer­
~ury, Minerva, are evidently the names which celebrate the first 
inventors or great improvers of music, navigation, vineyards, agri­
:mlture, war, trade, and lea.ming. The vast utility which a savage 
'!'&Ce must have found in the ui:ses of iron, in its formation into tools 
!.l.nd weapons, may well account for the deification and splendid 
parentage of Vulcan ; for who but the son of Jove could forge the 
thunder of the eternal father of the godheads 1 The monarchs of 
the early ages either really derived their descent from these splendid 
personages, or else contrived to ha\·e the belief established that this 
was the case; for submission and reverence were soon found to 
he most easily secured to men supposed to emanate froni a divine 
organ ; and though Alexander the Great* may have failed in gaining 
a general belief to his being the son of Jupiter.Ammon, yet probably 

* If Alexander really ·was surprised (as Plutarch says) that the blood of his wound 
was not the lchor of the gods, he must have been in the highest state of insanity. 
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few doubted his being the 38th in descent from Hercules; and per-1 
haps this last glory may not be justly withheld from him, even by 
modem genealogists. The dhine descent of these ancient times was 
subject to many shades of inferior rank to that of the immediate 
offspring of Jove. The belief was general that the gods had often 
deigned to be captivated with the charms of human beauty, (a belief 
not unsanctioned in holy writ,) and hence sprung many a demigod, 
the ancestor of many a hero, and king, so that in a short time f ewr 
great families in Greece but could boast equally, or nearly so, with 
the monarch, of divine ancestors. The !1.potheosis indeed seems 
to haye been subject anciently to the power of men, a~ much as 
making of saints has been in modem times. Th~ Emperors of Rome, 
in their lives, emulated the highest offices of the priesthood, and 
were dignified with the title of DiYUa after their decease, and even 

during their lives. Romulus, the founder, of course had a divine 
birth; and the Julian dynasty derived its chief glory from being, 
through Eneas, descended from Venus. The reverence for high 
descent seems indeed to have been just as great in Rome as in Greece, 
even in the high and palmy days of its freedom. The statues of 
their ancestors, (these most ostensible titles of nobility,) were pre­
served with more than filial respect-and the epithet of N ovus Homo 
was certainly more conclusive against the elevation and the possi­
bility of reverence to the person to whom it might be applicable, 
than it is, or has been, for many years, in our most civilized states. 
Thus we may be satisfied, that until all civilization was lost by the 
conquests of the armies of the barb3.rians, the most ancient nations: 
and those most polished and refined, have uniformly been imbued 
with the most ardent admiration of, and re,rerence for family ; that 
the want of it has been an almost insurmountable bar to the 
elevation of new men, and that even in the popular republics oi 
Greece and Rome, the number of distinguished plebeians was very 
small indeed, in comparison with those of noble birth ; much less 
than when the decline of every noble principle in the dec:1.y of th1 
empire introduced a greater proportion of men of mean origin int( 
situa.tions of command and honour. The feebleness and ,Yant of 
unity, and lengthened exertion in the plans of men, is nowhere more 
visible than in the short period which can be claimed for the best 
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authenticated nobility. From the chiefs of the b:i.rbarous tribes 

which subverted the Roman power, the most noble stocks may wish 
t@ trace their pedigree ; but these attempts are oftener bafiled by 
inconsistency and wa11t of proof than confirmed even by probability; 
:und when the unprejudiced miud is employed upon our greatest 

European families of "Royal siege,' it finds that six or eight centuries 

(~ften much less) uniformly put an end to all their glories, and bring 
their founders forward either as fortunate soldiers, or less meritorious 
politicians; le premier qui fut roi, fut un s?ldat, heueux. The Austrian 

}Jajesty ends in the puny Counts of Hapsburg-the Russian 

Emperors, in the barbarous chiefs of the unknown M uscovites--the 
:ijourbon pride~ in the iit"tle illustrious Hugh Capet-and our own 

itn the doubtful and base birth of the son of the Duke of Normandy. 
""Te believe that not one great family in Europe can with any 
c~rtaint.y go back 1000 years, and probably the oldest families which 

cf"l record their nobility, or rather their descent, are those of Venice, 
<l,e.scended from the obscure founders of that marine city.* 

Yet, during the long night of nearly 1000 years, which darkened 

~e European nations, after the decline of the Roman arts and empire, 
the institntions of religion and of chivalry, tended to give softness 
1:\nd 8e;ntiment to the barharity of those ages of rapine and ferocity. 

'ThP- j.dle lives of the monks were not entirely spent in delusion and 
~iccJltiousness; the arts of life and the rememberance of former 
iehilization were cherished amidst, the seclusion of the convents, 
and the vital spark of literature preser,,ed for happier times. The 

•.,.:)hle maxims of chivalry, whjch were founded on the purest human­

.ty and sense of honour,ra.ised a counterpoise of the savage lawlessness 

of the times before unknown ; for when has so solidly powerful and 

• The pride 0f the Germa.ns is almost proverbial ; and such was the hauteur of 

the Spanish gr~rndces, that each ()ne in succession signed after their names, conscntin~ 

to the Bourbon dynasty "As noble as the King." The suLtlc ambassador of 

France concealed his feelings at this arroJ::3-nt assumption. till one, signing as usual, 

• -ind wlth the addition of "and m~re so,'' h~ demanded the reason ; the answer at 

l'.>nce silenced the Frenchman-" You allow I am as nohle; lJut Ia.ma Castilian, and 
1hc is ::i Frenchman ; so I am so much nobler than the King." 

n 
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seriously respected a sysfom been ever cherished, either before ()r 
since ? The order, though weak at first, grew with the increasing 
knowledge and stability of the new military fabrics ; it became the 
pride of the highest, after having long protected the low, and in the 
brightest period of four centuries, formed the strongest tie of kings, 
and their proudest title.* In its observance was found the incentive 
to every virtue: religion was honoured; military glory inflamed and 
purified ; and the gentle virtues and accomplishment nourished an,d 
created. Its favour melted the obdurate manners of the times into 
politene&i, and gave the glow of sentiment and generosity to 
enlighten the gloom of ignorance and depravity-nor did it cease to 
spread its benign influence till, having humanized the nations, it loet 
in the general blaze of reviving virtue and high feeling which i\t 
created, its own bright distinction : and having, like conqueror$, 
given its laws to the world, was no longer arrayed in arms, becauee 
it had superseded the necessity for them. Glory had passed from 
the phalanx of Greece to the Roman legions, with the disciplined 
valour and ancient renown of which she long dwelt, and even at last 
seemed averse to go over to the conquerors-whose long assaults 
rather gradually usurped than brilliantly overcame the empire sh~ 
had so long exalted. During the ascendancy of chivalry, the: glory 
of _arms was vested in the heavy cavalry, which were indeecl the 
chivalry (as their name denotes) of the states. The infantry ( ex,::ept 
the archers) were of little or no estimation, well deserving the men­
tion of that kind of troops made by Froissart, who calls them '' lusty 
varlets;" and until the Engfo:ih archery was enobled by the days l'\f 
Cressy, Poictiers, and Azincour, even the archers were in verl 

,.. In Magna Chart.a, the king reserves powers of raising money for two great 
events, viz. marrying hi,; eldest daughter, and making his eldest son a knight.­
Barbour generally calls King Edward the First" Sir Edward:" thus-" \Vben that 
Sir Edward, that redoubted king, " &c. &c. &c. 
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i:derior estimation. When Edward the* Second fought the battle 
d. Bannockburn, his most dreaded force was his chivalry-and the . 
&x>tch army seems to have had no adequate force of this noble des­

cription, but to have chiefly depended upon its schiltronst (battalions 
o~ columns) of pikemen. 

Barbour describes Bruce's caution to his troops certainly from 

hearsay and good authority : 

On horse arrayed will they ride, 
And come upon ye in a hie, 
,vith yr. spears receive them manfully­
Then think upon the muckle ill 
That they and theyr's did to ye still. 

-r•ese pikemen were however able to perform wonderful marches, 
being provided each man with a pony to carry himself and his pro­
vi3iona ; so that when Bruce invaded England, under Edward the 
Third, the English army was constantly baffled, and finally ruined 
by their quick changes of position.: This great King of the Scots 
seems to have himself (along with Wallace) created and brought the 
w;U"like state of hie kingdom to its acm~ of glory, and, as he lived 
the ornament of chivalry, he died like a true knight, ordering his 
heart to be carried by Sir James Douglas to the holy land : the 

~ Many who admire Wallace, are perhaps ignorant that he was a man of humour; 
at Falkirk be thus addressed his schiltrons, after drawing them up for oo.ttle 
alluding to dancing, "I haiff broght ye to the ring-hap gif ye can!" 

t An old English author describes the schiltrons as follows: 
" Thcr f ormost couva.y sher bakkis togidere sette, 

Th-,r speres poynt over poynt so sare, so thikke 
And fa.st togidere joynt, to see it was ferlike. 
Als a castelle thai stodc, that \\·ere walled with stone, 
Ther wende no man of blooe thorgh tham suld haf gone. 

: The soldiers of Bruce a.re described to have been furnished with a cow-bom, 
v.-hicb they kept blowing a.11 night like so many thousands of devils; they left 10,000 
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end of this story is well known ; Sir Jame:; being engaged in a batt.c 

with the Moors, in Spain, threw the case, containing the hea1t 
(which he wore suspended from his neck) among the enemy, excla.in~ 

ind, "Go forward, as thou wast ever wont;" and wa.s soon aft<l" 
slain. The noble spirit of chivalry deeply per,·aded* the reign <if 

Edward the Third : his very deed of acknowledgment of Bruce :;s 

King seems to breathe a sense of his conviction of his renown ; ani 
when a Minstrel at his table mentioned Bruce !lS one of the thri:e 
greatest men he had known in Europe, the King reprimanded a 

courtier who was offended at an enemy being praised, and rewardul 

the Minstrel for his honesty. Towards the end of the fifteenth 
century,t however, the European system seems to have thrown mme 

consequence upon the bands of infantry thn.n during tormer centuric:;. 

The States became more consolidated; and when Chn.rles the Eighth 
of France invaded N:iplcs, standing armies began to be forme<1 ; 

These were naturally more easily kept together, formccl chiefly of 

infantry, than of the more costly bodies of cavalry-which could ll)t 

exist without Yast magazines of pro,·isions for the horses ; a thi11g 

impossible in the state of agriculture. Thus the s.imc cause whieh 

probably m:icle infantry the strength=!: of 8cotl:md, occ:1sionc<l :ts 

pa.irs of brogues in their camp, and n. Ya.st qua.ntity of flesh ha.If Loih:J, in skins 

suspended on stick::; on:r the cmbers.-ln this cxpe<litlon the English seem to han~ 

1-1,own nothin~.:- of tht• ?:1otions of the Scotch, or where they were to Le foun<l ; ~o 

excellent were Bruce'5 O~)(>rations and so quick his marches.-In this C!l.mpa.i;p1, 

Dou;;Ias penetra.ted ~ far as king Edward's tent, and very nearly made him prisoneT; 

he forced past the En~li~h Bcntinels in the night, ca.llin~ out, "IT!l. ! St. Gcor~c-t\) 

wa.rd ! '' 

• It is ddightful, upon coming to particula.rs rc6"3.rdin:; such men, to find thc:n 

increasini in splendour instea.<l of diminishing : Bruce was saved from <lea.th at ar. 

assault upon Perth by a French knight, who exclaimed,_" It is a pity to sec so great 

a. king- expose himself so much, to gain a. miserable hamlet." 

t The discovery of the use of gunpowder, early in the 14th, and of printing in the 

middle of the 15th centuries, had effected a complete change in Europe, a.nu lc,l 

the way to changes, still greater. 

! We may mention, that in Edward the Fourth's time, ~ir John Fortc!-cue says, 

"Th~ might of the realm of [ng-larnl standcth upon it:-: arclwrs." 
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rise into reputation when standing armies were necessary for princes 
to maintain. Of the bands which seem first to have risen into high 
reputation, may be mentioned the German and Swiss mercenary black 

. bands, and the Spanish infantry,which bodies were decorated with the 

. victories of Marignan, Pavia, and St. Quentin, and kept the palm of 
renown till the battle of Rocroy transferred it to the impetuous 
valour of the French ; thus glory passes from nation to nation, and 
from system to systeru. Petrarch, during the reign of Edward the 
fhird, expressed himself somewhat as follows:-" I have seen the 
~ growing in the streets of Paris, which in my youth were crow­
ded with students. The French soldiery has been entirely overccme 
by the English, formerly the lowest of all barbarians, inferior even 
to the vile Scotch. It is thus that dominion changes ; it departs* 
from the unworthy, and goes over to the virtuous." About the samA 
~riod may probably be dated the formation of bodies of light horse . 
• ,1t Pinkey, Sir P\-3.lph Sadler commanded the English light horse; at 
,,his combat, the Scotch cavalry was mounted on small horses, and 
the infantry were chiefly composed of pikemen, clothed in sheepskins. 
The horsemen were called prickers. The English cavalry and artil­
lery seem to have decided the battle with great slaughter and little 
opposition on the side of the Scotch. The French had a.bout this time 
, even a Colonel-General of light horse ; so that from the use of artillery, 
,matchlocks and the formation of regular standing regiments, the 
old.hea.vy-armed cavalry, or men at arms, with their lances pointed 
with Bourdeaux steel, as Froissart tells us, t seems to have gone quite 
~nto disuse. In their day of glory, these men, defended with impene­
trable armour,must have been extremely fonnida.ble and irresistible by 
troops nearly naked; but the moment fire-arms came into use, their 
:.;uperiority in a great measure ceased. Their motions in body must 

• It is evident that Petrarch was here swayed by the supcr:ior rnnk which Drucc 

and Bannockburn had gfren to Scotchmen. 
t The Editor pasi;e<l much of 1793-4 in the country around Yalcncicnnes, where 

, Froi~sart wa.i, liorn ; the hamlets arc just as he described them 400 yc:i.rs ago, at his 

. •lay : his accur::i.cy aud minutencs~ arc adm:ra.hlc. 
C 
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have been tedious and unwieldy ; their marches slow nnd toilsome. 
and incumhered ;· and upon a.ny accident happening to the horse or 
rider, the last became useless, or motionless prey to the varlets who; 
with their knives, either cut their throats, as they lay helpless on 
the ground, or else took them prisoners. It is somewhat remarkabl~ 
tha.t the history of the fields of Cressy, Poictiers, and Azincour, are 
precisely the ,ame ; defeat, to a. ra&h tumultuous onset, by a small 

I 

number, steady in defence ; just such was Bannockburn, where 
perhaps the English gained a lesson, from which they profited, dur­
ing the century which followed, when combating in France; whe:µ 
the ebullition of courage in the noble chivalry of that kingdom being 
unaided by discipline, only betrayed it to defeat and slaughter. 
Fiction, which seems to pervade all of the early institutions of mru:;i­
kind, was not wa.nting to exalt the early days of chivalry. The 

actions of Arthur, Rolland, (or Orlando) Tristan, Palmerin, Amida.s, 
and many others, were sung, to inflame the emulation of the knightJI; 
these songs were partly mere inventions of the minstrels, and partly 
the exaggerated colouring of deeds, the history of which bore little 
resemblance to the poetical superstructure : every nation had i~s 
knight or champion ; and the mmstrels and poets naturally added 
feat upon feat, to exalt the hero of their own country. The princes 
and nobles passed the convivial hours of each day and night in hear,­
ing the songii and tales of these wandering bards. They supplie~ 
the place of drama., music and literature:* the history of the passing 
seasons was conveyed and embellished by these musical chroniclers; 
::i.nd to them and the travelling monks was Europe indebted for the 

• An English Author, who wrote in 1440, thus describes Ja1Ues the First's en:niri;; 

occupation the night of his murder :-
" Then a.fter this came a.porach the nyght ~-n the which the s:i.id James Stu:i.rt 

kyng of Scottes, sbul'd falsely hym unwitting suffere his horribile death by mu1.r­

dure; this which is pite that a.ny gentm or gode man to thynk upon; so both a.f(l)r 

soper; and long aftire ynto quarter of the night in the which the E:i.r!e of Athc.'t­
el!es n.n<l Robert Stewart were a.bout the kyng, where they were occupied ::i.t tl':lc 

playing of the chesse att the table, yn reeding of Romans, yu syngyng and pypyn¢ 

yn harpyng, and in other honest solaces of g-retc pl~ncc and disport." 
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knowledge of what had recently happened, or was at the time in 
progress-so little were the Spanish wars known to the rest of Europe 
that Froissart made a journey of many hundred miles to get their 
hi~ry at the Court of Gaston Phcebus at Orthes, and went even 
into Holland to gain more intelligence from a knight who had been 
in those campaigns. The song of Rolland seems to ha,·e been the 
most famous, and longest in repute, of the performances of these 
mi118trels. The Normans came on at Hastings,• singing this ro­
ma.tice; and nearly 300 years afterwards, the French soldiers advan­
ced singing it at Poictiers. t Except in the trivial learning of the 
~ vents, no other literature for many centuries prevailed in Europe. 
The universal religion W3.S chivalry; the minstrels were its priests, 
ancl the romances its canons of worship. There is a very natural 
bias in mankind to paint in imagination, the ages pa.st as more gifted 
wi-P every thing enviable than the present: from what this proceeds, 
it ii not perhaps easy to account ; yet those who suppose the seasons 
warmer, the produce more luxuriant, and the men to have been 
lare,'Jer in remote ages, a.re certainly a great proportion of the world. 
Omne ignotum pro magnifico, is an old observation : but the cool 
rese&reh of the student will dispel the misty fabrics of the visionary. 
Froissart, who dwelt a short time at Dalkeith with Lord Douglas, 
des,!l'ibes the finest country near the metropolis, as quite unproduc­
tive, the inhabitants crafty, thievish, and vicious, and the capital 
as n1ean and ttnequal in any way to the common good towns of Flan­
ders; the houses were thatched, and the whole country E'O disgusted 
the French army sent under M. Vienne to stir up the Scotch against 
England, that they left it with joy, and with sentiments of aversion 

• Ii.ing John of France, at Poictiers, reproved a yoUDg so!dicr for singing this song 
at t11e time thll.t the defeat seemed c,,-ertain, 811.:)ing, "Why sing his song-there uc 
no It' olfands among us?" " Plenty," replied the youth, " but we want a Ch:i.rle­

ma.,"".lle to head us." 
t "l'aillefer, the first Nonna.n killed a.t Hastings, was advancing singing tl1e song 

of ,F-oll.i.nd when he was slain. The song cele1,rated the convivial ta.ltnts, courtesy, 

and: m .. rcy of Rolland, as well a!? h!s courag<'; it was his cust-Om to drink w:tl1 pris, 

on,:!rs ~ftt;r s1:bduir.g them. 
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for their allies. A traveller who visited the country in the reigrt 
J a.mes the First, wa.s equally struck with the gener-cl.l na.kednes~ 
Caledonia. The trees were a few round great men's houses or castlt 
the beggars extreemly numerous and disgusting, and instead of mont: 
they recived in alms small yellow stones, which we may suppose 
have been pieces of brimstone, which the traveller mistook for such .. 
Froissart describes Robert II.* as a disgusting and Llear-eyed savag 
and the traveller, the poetical James the First, a.s mean in statur · 
pot-bellied and ill-shaped. Thus the fairy dreams of unfoUlld,_ 
speculation vanisl?- into homely deformity when the test of truth 
applied to them. ,,nat a picture shall we form of Scotland, wh, 
we have the best information that it was overrun by 200,000 beggar 
not 150 years ago. This is one-fifth of its population at that tim, 
and our only relief is the total improbability of the assertion ; y 

the laws enforced against the masterly freebooters, seem to infer th . 
the people had need of every prompt measure to ensure their sa.fei 
from the depredations and assaults of these vagabond~, masterly be_ 
gars, somers, &c. &c. &c. who infested the whole kingdom, and ev, 
kept the towns in awe and alarm.-To come nearer the subje~t 
our publication, the time when Mr. :Mathew Lumsden and Mi."\' 
Forbes flourished (say from 1540 till 1700) were probably the =mo< 
wretched in Scottish history. Religious strife, long minorities,. ch _ 
war, fanaticism, usurpation and tyrannical reaction, were constant. 
succession during these 160 years: so that at last the country, to: 

-+ The actions of the heroic Robert Bruce may ptrha.ps strike as more merit()riot 
when we reflect ths.t he was for many years afflicted with the leprosy, and dic<l 
itJ effects; bis infirmitfas made him to be looked upon as ol<l, when he died, whi 
he was not, being only 55 years. Being in May 1308 attacked in his quarters, l 
spirit chased away his compla.int-

This said the king withouten weer, 
Tbair best has m:i.id me hail and feer, 

For sul<l no medecyne sv:a. sone 
Ha.iff cowerit me, as thai haiff done. 

B.aRBOl"R. 

Comparisons are odiou5 ; hut we ca.nnot out think Bruce a hero far sui)eri 
cYen to Wallace. 
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to pieces by foreigners and its own children, reached the lowest state 
of misery, poverty and decay. The towns were almost deserted, as 
well as a great part of the cultivated ground ; the national spirit 
seemed quite withered and perverted, as must ever be the case, after 
duplicity and cunning have long been permitted with sucess to usurp 
the place of nobler qualities. Rapine and destruction were the 
arts of the remote country districts, and these were only contrasted 
DI: the towns and more populous parts of the country by hypocritical 
pretensions to religion and morose gravity, covering e,,.ery species of 

fqmd, circumvention and chicanery. While the kingdom every­
wJiere exhibited these melancholy changeCJ from the ancient character 
aT 1 c118toms, the seats of justice were corrupt and tyrannical beyond 
any former examples; the law anived at what has since been affixed 
~ the period, as its dissinctive title, its worat season; and, to use 
~ official language of the times, a great proportion of the judgments 
,. a.tank of iniquity." Having, by accident, met with an sncient docu­

ment descritive of some of the military proceedings in the Highlands, 
alter the battle of Dunbar had submitted the kingdom to Cromwell, 

we ~ere iDsert it, as it is a document liable to be little resorted to 
elnrhere, and is both ancient and curious. 
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Diurnal of some Passages and Affairs. 

FRIDAY .AND SATURDAY, July 14, 151 1654.-By several lett¢n 
from Scotland came as followetb :-

Fro11, the Camp at Gl,en,lough, in the Shields of Kint~it 
30th June, 165,4. 

It will be needJesse to give yon a. particll\'a.i 
account of our ten days' constant march from Ruthven, in Ba.dgenoich 
into Locha.ber, through Glengarie's bounds, and so through Kin~le, 
in all which march our work was to bum the houses, and dest;ro) 
and cut up the corn, to the Clan Camerons, Glengary and his tenaints 
(and amongst the rest, Gle:agarie's new house which he wa~ 
building) and Seaforth, and his tenants, in Kintale; all which a.rie sc 
universally in rebellon, that in several dayes' march, neither in an, 
woman, or child, were to be seen, nor scarce a beast, having driven 
away all their cattel, sheep and horses, into the mountains, so that, 
considering the badnesse of the ways, through almost inaccessiblE 
passes on the edges of the mountains, and foulnesse of the weat'.her, 
having much rain, the poor souldiery could not (next to starving}, 
have endured more hardship, having nothing for refreshments :but 
bisket, cheese, and water, for severall dsyes, only the first daye, 
march into Kintale, there were a.bo'J.t 300 hea.d of eattel, sheep, land 
goats fetch'd in, which were a great refreshment to the army: we 
traced the enemy four several! daycs in Kinta.le, and found their lmte 
standing, but could not meet v.ith any of them. Monday the 26th 
inst, upon the General's coming to Glen-Sinnick, in Kintale, he under­
stood by two Highland women (the first which were seen of th'1es£ 
heathens) ·which were brought in from the mountains by the souldk!rs, 
that :Middleton's horse quartered the night before ut Glcncly, ,rmc 
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w,'1'e gone towards Loughaber ; and marching forward next day there 
was notice, that Middleton had boated himself, and most of the foot, 
either for the islands, or the north ; so that :finding no probability of 
engagbg, the army are marched towards Inverness for a further 
au pply of provisions, and we shall march into other parts of the hills ; 
but I am confident worse places will not be found; we have passed 
by .the high mountains of Armanoth, where I believe never English 
at'ri\lY marched before : but the tempestuousness of the night by a 
violent storm of winde, hail, and rain, will not permit me to enlarge. 

These days of mil!ery are, however, now getting familiar to the 
public, by the exertions of very able pens, and the feats Bothwell 
bridge and Drumclog, as well as the actions of Argyle, Montrose, 
Dm:idee, and Lauderdale, a.re becoming rather unexpectedly interest­
ing 1,in the tissue of fable and romance ; and in these bE-:tter days we 
can ·,safely laugh at events which made our ancestors very gr-cJ.ve peo­
ple. Many of the name of Forbes were principal actors in those 
scenes; and we may add, that since Mr. \Ym. Forbes wrote, in 1667, 

they have maintained the high name whi~h he was then sensible they 
merited. Forbes, Bishop of Aberdeen, was, long before, eminent for 
his literature; and long since 1667, the life -and services of Duncan 

Forb1es of Culloden, Lord President of the Court of Session, 1737-1747, 
have not only ennoblt:d his name, but gained the honour of a statue 
from. his admiring country, and exalted him to a degree of venera·u.1on 
in the breasts of Scotchmen, almost unequalled. Indeed so affection­
ate a feeling for his matchless honour, patriotism and philanthropy, 
is still entertained, that, at the end of 70 years, his name recalls into 
fresh animation the warmest and noblest enthusiasm of virtue and 
nationality. Many others have distinguished themselves in the army, 
navy, and more peaceful walks of science and letters. Those fami­
lies honoured with titles are as follows: 

1440-Baron-J~mcs Ochonc!1a.r Forbes. Lord Forbes, and Pre­
mi~r Baron of Scotland, a Lieutenant-General, and Colonel, 2bt foot, 
th<~ Royal North British Fusilecrs; (son of James, Lord Forues, l,y 
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Catherine, daughter of Sir, Robert Innes, Ba.rt.) born 1 ;5[,, :;:!C'. ~c~·'d 

his father 1804 ; married, in 1792, Eliza.beth, daughter of Walt~.: 
Hunter of Polmood-Issue. J a.mes, Walter, Frederick, John, Robert : 
his Lordship is one of the 16 Scotch Peers, a.nd likewise a Baronet of 
Nova Scotia, 1628-0hief Seat, Castle Forbes, .AbeniPen-shire. 

1684-Earl of Granriard (Ireland) Lord Viscount For"bes. 
Lord Pitsligo, (Baron-Scotland) attainted 171,5. * 
1626-Sir William Forbe& of Pueli..go-Bart.-Nova Scotia. 
1630-Sir .Arthur ForbesofCraigievcr-Bart.-Nooo Scotia. 
1700-Sir John Forbes of FQ1J(;l"on-Bart.-Nova Scot,a. 

We have now brought our short (though we fear, rather diffuse) 
essay to its conclusion. We certainly think, that the consciousness 
of the deserts of our ancestors may, when under the control of a just and 
reasonable mind, be productive not only of much intemal comfort a.nd 

vigour, but tend as a stimulus to the best exertions of our nature : 
that it may engender the mean feelings of false pride is not to be de­
nied ; it is, like every thing else. subject to the medium through 
which it passes ; and while in generous minds it will produce similar 
fruit, from ignoble natures it will probably draw forth its il:inate 
insolence, littleness and depravity, with bolder exposure, 

As Jong as the fields of fame of our ancestors make the h~ 
expand with the glories of former days, a proportionate thrill of 
applause will be ever pa.id to the names ennobled upon themt; those 

• Fidelity Is so great a virtue among mankind, that the time is long past fO!r at­
taching the obloquy the adherents of the old family met with formerly. We may 

remark, that it is the virtue most in venera.tion in every rank, high and low. A 

Danish moDAl'Ch was once sa.ved from losing his life from the treachery of his n~bles 
by the fidelity of bis dog ; be afterwardR i'!lStituted the Order of the Dog : the 00,dge 

is the figure of one, and, under, the s.llusive motto "But Tolp&tcb was faithful- " 

t We are far from judging, like Dr. Johnson, that there is something rasca.ll:Y in 

every low man ;-that in every man, long habituated to any sort of pursuit, there 
shall be a tinge of the habits he has been inured to. is certainly very naturaJ-,.but 
these, though not perhaps such as distmgu:sb the" vir generosus", are compat'.ible 
with the greatest elevation of sentiment, and are too severely denoted by Dr. Jqhn­

son'e mode of designation. What the true character of the gentleman is, needs no 
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who can only approach to these as fellow countrymen, will share the 
generous feelings ; what then must- be the sophistry which would 
deny the addition of the enraptured glow which those cannot but 
feel who can trace their lineage to the venerated heroes of their coun­
try? To check the noble emotion would indeed be impossible 
if attempted, and foolish, if possible. While virtue, piety, and 
courage are honoured among mankind, the consciousness of the worth 
of ancestry will ever make men try to follow the torch of glory held 
forth by it, and shrink from the degenerate part, even in extremity, 
from the recollection of former honour ; this is so natural to us, that 
we ever call t.o our assistance, when hardly pushed in life, the brighter 
parts of our own history, to confirm our conduct. ~ow many has 
this mode of rallying upon our own best strength, in the severest 
trials, saved ! It is fortfying the present from the past : and perhaps 
in the annals of eloquence there is not a more affecting and forcible 
display of oratory than that of the heroic :Moore, at Corunna, to the 
•2d Regt., '' Highlanders-remember Egypt !'' 

explan::i.tlon, as it is know11 and folt universally : it is in the mind ; for what the 
world calls gentility is (as Lord Bacon says) but ancient riches ! The understanding 
of the spirit of gentility was well known in France ; and it is a. fa.ct well attested, 
tha.t when Francis the First failed in urging his faith as a Prince and a Soldier, the 
instant he exclaimed, " on the faith of a Gentleman, " every doubt was removed. 

Under the article Miscellaneous Occurrences, A. D. 1304, in Lord Halies's Annals, is 

the following insertion :-" To this period must be referred the taking of the Castle 
of Urq_uba.rt; when Edward murdered every person in it, except the wife 'lf Alexi:w­

der Bois, the Lord of the castle. She was pregnant at the time; and the English 
had a religious scruple at killing a child before its birth. The child so wonderful 
plffietted in due time proved a boy. Having slain a. mighty bear that infested the 
countl:'y, he received the appellation of For-bear; afterwards this came to be pro­
noun~ corruptedly For-beast. Boece, and many a. transcriber from him, rela.te 
the : :Ory with the utmost gravity of Mstorical narrative. Martin (Genealogical 
Collf,Ctions, volume ~d, p:lge 17th) says, that one Sa!vuthius Forbes married Morn.v­

illa, daughter of Gregory the great kin6 of Scotland, about 870, and that all the 
Forbeses in Scotland :i.re descended frcm Lim; Lut Nisbet, vol 11. page 317, says 

that Ochoncha.r, an Irishman of quality, slew a monstrous wild hoar, a.n<l from that 

event took the name of Foroo:..r. There is a confu:sion here of Boars and Bears 
E 
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which I will not pretend to unravel Sir Thomas Urquhart in one of bis ra.psodie 
-.ys, that Phorbas, a Greek, was the ancestor of the family ; and that'as frequent! 
happens, the appellative became a surname." 

From the general conditions of the capitulation of Bruce and the Scotch in 13« 
to King Edward the Firat, the following persons were excepted: the BishopofGlar 
gow, the Stewart, Sir John Soulia, David de Graham, Alexander de Lindsa.r, Simo 
Fraser, Thomas Bois, and Sir William Walla.ce--men devoted to their country,· an 

of course to the utmost fury of the conqueror, which most of them felt in all it 
honors. 



OF THE 

G E N· E A L O G I E 
OF THE 

BOUSS OF FORBES : 
COMPYLED BY 

MR MATHEW LUMSDEN, 

OF PILLIKERNE, 

1580. 

SINCE so it is that everie man desires particularlie to 
know, (as writt the Philosophers) so my Master John Master of 
Forbes, has laboured at me with great instance to 1ru1.ke him in­
forma'ne and" knowledge of the genealogie and surename of 
the houss of Forbes, by reason, as he alleadges, ther is dail of 
years past on me, and I being willing to obey his request, 
have done the same as I have heard and learned, that is to 
say, begining at the first begining, and as how they tooke 
ther surname, from the slaughter of a beast, I will referr it 
to that most cunning Doctor, Mr. Hector Boyes, holding 
him famous and authentick, as may be seen in the thretteent 



10 

book of his Cronicles, and as may appear short while aft~r, 

in the Bruce tyme. The field of Rossling was stricken by 

Symon Fraser and John Curnine, and that this gentlen1.an 

called Forbes ha<l receaved his name a'i the Cronide bears: 
some succession he had. albeit they were not many, for 

that tyme was but short. Wit11in threttie years and less 

therafter, the field of Diplin was treasonablie betrayed, as 

.Mr. Hector B()yes declares, when the Earle of Marr, ,t·ith 
the rest of the gentilmen of the North, were slaine; and, to 

proceed to our purpose, the whole surename of Forbes was 

n]aiked ; I think ther was not many be process of time, as I 

have said be1or ; but by the Providenc\:. of God, the prin­
cipall that was Laird ofDriminor. had a gentlewoman to his 

wife, with bairne, who was delyvered of a son, who brucked 

the surnam, and non other, who being brought up by his 

mother's comand to manhood, through his virtous deeds was 

made Knight, and was called Sr John Forbes wt. the biack 

lip, by a mark he had on his face. This Sr John Forbes, 

Sr John Forbes befor he was married, had three base sons ; and being tnar­
wt. ye black lip r1ed to one the house of , he bade by her four sons ; 

the name of the oldest was Alen. thereafter Lord : the i:ame 

of the second was William, the first of the hQuss of Pits:igo : 

the name of the third was John, the first of the hou~ of 

Tolquhcn : the name of the fourth was Alaster Came : who 

was the first of the house of Brux. The names of the three 

before he was married, Duncan, predecessor of the hous~ of 

Auchintoull : the name of the second, Malcolm, who was 

predecessor to Culquharie, Auchaq, and _\rgight the name 

of the third was John, called John out wt. the sword, who 
dyed w'out successione. Of each of those in order, ~nd 

first of Alexr. Lord Forbes and those that succeeded him. 
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This Sr Alexander being made Knight, and eldest son of Alexr. Lord 

. ~ br<ttheren, past wt. the Earle of Marr to the ba ttel of Forbes. 

· ·~idge, in France ; and after his home-coming wt. the sd . 

. ~~rle, through his singular manhood and honorable acts 

_ _,ne i1\1 yt. journey, was made Lord Forbes, and yr' after 

. uried Dam Elspet Doughs, daughter to the Earl Douglas ; 

· .e beat.r to him two s0:1s and two daughters : the name of 

· e eldlest was James, therafter Le,rd Forbes : the name of 

~-cond was Mr. Forbes, Provost in Sanct Geill's kirk, in 

· :Iinbt1rgh : his two daughters, the one mar:ied the Laird 

· Fyv1e, and the other on the Lair<l of Dru~, and aire<l 

· oth yr. lands. as also the sd. Lord Alexr. : had one base 

-:m be for marriage (with one Stewart,) named Sr Richard 
'. orheSI : had no snccession, s1ve some privat men about 

.. berdteen, such as John Forbes : and Mr. Richard had no 

. 1ccessione. 

J ames Lord Forbes, and eldest son and air to Alexr. J Lord · am~ 
~.ord Forbes, married to Dame Geils Keith, daughter to the Forbes . 

.. :arle U.arischall, and begat on her three sons, William Lord 

~,orbes, alias gray Willie: Duncan Forbes, predecessor of 

· hf" houss of Cursenday, and Patrick Forbes, predecessor of 

he houss of Corss, of qm. in order, accJrding to our meth­

>de. First of Wm. Lord Forbes. 

Wimam Lord Forbes married on Christian Gordon, William Lord 
' laughtkr to the Earle of Huntley, who did bear to him Forbes. 

AJexr .. Lord Forbes, Arthur Lord Forbes, and John Lord 

Forbes, of whom in order. And first of 

A.lt;x. Lord Forbes, eldest son to gray Willie, who mar- Alexander Lord 

ried Boyd, daughter to the Lord Boyd, and sister Forbes. 

daughter to King James the 3d, who had no bairns to the 

sd. Lord Alexander, and after his deceass was married to 
H 
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the Earle of Cassles. 

Him succeeded Arthur Lord Forbes his second brC.1ther: 
who married Dame Kartharine Lyon, daughter to the Lore 

Glames, who died likewayes wt'out successione. 

John Lord For. Next to him succeeded John Lord Forbes, the third 
bes. brother, gray ,villie's youngest son, who married Dame 

Katharine Stewart, daughter to Earle John of Atholl, who 

bear to him James Master of Forbes, who died unma1rried, 
whilk was a great pitie and dolor to them yt. knew him ; 

and a daughter called· Elspet, who was married on the 

Laird of Grant,and his Ladie departed but further succession : 

and after her death, the sd. Lord John married Dame 

Christian Lundie, daughter to Sr John Lundie of th11t ilk~ 

and got on her diverss bairnes, viz. they yt. eame to perfec­

tione, John .Master of Forbes, Mr ... A.I. Forbes, p:irson of 
Forbes, \Villi:J.m Lord Forbes, Margaret Forbes, L:1(ly of 

Muchell, Elizabeth Forbes Lad:e of Troup, and :\i'Inrjerie 

Forbes Ladie of Brux; a!so the srl. John Lord Forbes had 

ane oy'r. daughter, called Annapell Forbes, \vhich he begat 

on ane gentlewoman ca1led Helen Rutherfoord, which Ann­

apell was married to 1...fr. Mathew Lumsden, compyler of 

this treatise. 

John ~Ir, of 
Forbes. 

John :tv1 r. of Eorbes, sone to John Lord Forbes, with 

Dame Christian Lunaie. m1rried Eliz:ibeth Lyon, o;u.ughter 

to the Lord Glames, who was fa1sly murdered in EJ r. as is 

notablie knowen, (says Mr. Lnmsden) and departed ys but 

furder successione. Mr. Alexr. Forbes, his brot11er neparted 

ys .. life but successione: that the living came by just f.tle to 

the youngest of the thr~e ; that is to say, to \ViHlam Lor<l 

Forbes, whom the Kinz's ofaj'tie (tQking certain knowledge 

of the injusttce of t~e fores:iid sentence) was gratiouslie 
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eased to restore to his father's b;other's estate. 

After the deceass of Dam Clifistian Lundie, the foresd. 

hr.· Lord Forbes married Dani Elizabeth Darles,"ane Eng­

h La<lie, who was relict of Alexr. Lord Elphinstone, who 

.-ar to the sd. Lord John, children that came to perfec-

: . ne--Arthur Forbes of Putashie, called black Arthur, and 

.unt Jane Forbes, Countess of Athole, who after the sds. 

,rd ~5 deceass, married ye Laird of Delgatie, and after his 

ceass, married the Lord Balqnharnie, and aired her land. 

WiHiam LOrd For:)es, s0~1 to the roresd. John Lord For- William Lord 

·,, married Dame Elizabeth Keith, one of the two heires$'s Forbes. 

Inverugie, the Earle ~fasischal marrieing the eldest, and 
: ye greatest pairt of the estate, with qch. Dame g1izabeth, 

l bear to the sd. \Vm. Lord Forbes, John Lor<l Forbes 

':11. -Forbes of Fodderless and Logie and Fintrey, James 

rbes of Lethuthie, Robert Forbes, pryor of Monymusk, 

.. Arthur For bes, and Abraham Forbes of Blacktoune, of 
,'SI 

::m. n ther own place, and the sd. Lord vV m. begat on 
(! 

s~~Dame Elizabeth Keith dau6hters, the eldest called 

.n, ruarried on the Lord 0 5ilvie; the second, called Eliz­

::_th, nnarried on the Lord Sinclair ; the third, called 

·,bell, married on the Laird of Pitlurg; the fourth, called 

. istiaq married on the Laird of Caskieben ; the fyft, cal­

: Kath:arine, married on the Laird of. Grant ; the sext, ca.1-

Margarct, married on the Laird of 1\-13.y Sinclair ; the 

,- :!nth, called Barbara, married on the Laird of Aerdes . 
' eight called Nim4, married on Sr John Scatoune of Bar-

s. 
vit 

.·01 Lord Forbes married Dame Margaret Gordon, John Lord For-
1. " 1-

•J h-= to Geor0·e Farle of Huntlev and bef')"at on her two >es. 
:::, 0 ., ' i:) 

s ari\.,,, three daughters. The two sons went to France, 
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and died wt' out successione. The names of the three daug_. 

ters were, Jean Ladie Ernside; the second, Isobel, dyed t 

married; the 3d daughter, Margaret Ladie Dumbet 

Therafter the sd. John Lord Forbes married Dame Jar 

Seatoune, daughter to the Lord Touch, who did bear to h 

Arthur Lord Forbes, and Davi<l Forbes, who dyed wt'c 
:mccessione, and Katharine Forbes Ladie Rothiemay ; 

had also oy'r. two sons begotten by him betwixt his ::n 

riages- James Forbes, called James of Tallmads, and _ 

thur Forbes, of whom in their own place. 

Arthur Lord Forbes married Dame Jean Elphinsto,i 

daughter to the Lord Elphinstone, who did bear to b: 

Alexr. Lord Forbes, and Livetenant Collonel John ForL 
Collonel \Vm. Forbes, Gavernour of Stadt. Captain Art!· 

Forbes, and Captain James Forbes, all qch. dyed in G~!n 
wars without knowen successione ; also, he had three dau 

ters-Barbara Countess of Seaforth, Anna Ladie Echt, r. 
abeth Ladie Skeen, also he had a base son called _,_ 

John Forbes, who dyed also in the German wars ~ :h·" 

any knowen successione. 

Alexr. Lord Forbes, married Dame Anna Forbtjs, si. ·, 

to the Lord Pitsligo, who did Lear to him \Vm. now; Ma 

of For bes, and to his second Ladie he married ~lizal 

For bes, daughter to the Laird of Rires, who did be~-ir to . 

bcarnes, who bear witness themselves. 

Thus having spoken of the right line of James L•Jrcl 

bes, now follO\vs to declair of the houss of the collat, 

line of the sd. James Lord Forbes. 

As formerlie wee spoke, Alexr. Lord Forbes, beg-- Jc. 

Lord l◄"'orbes; James Lord Forbes married the E ~.; 1 

ischall his daughter, who did bear to tim three sc! .;-, 
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rd Forb_es, alias gray" Vifillie, Duncan Forbes, predecessor 

( the hot1ss of Cors~nche, anJ Sr Patrick Forbes~ the first 

f th~·houss of Corss, \Vm. Lord Forbes, spoken of alread­

~- Now follows to be spoken of his second brother Dun­

an Forbes. 

Dun:an Forbes married Christian Mercer, diu_;~1ter to Duncan ~'orbe3. 

,1e provost of St. Johnstone and Laircl of Ballar, who did 

ear to him \Vm. Forbes of Corsendae; William Forbes of 

orsendae did· beget upon a gentlewoman, daughter to the 

. ird cf Meldrum, one Alexr. Forl>es, which Alexr. mar-

:d Beggs Arthur, daughter to John A.1thur. burges in Ab-

leen, who did bear to.him Duncan Forbes, John :Forbes, 

alter Forbes and \Vm. Forbes, of whose successione we 

10w non at present living, save Robert Forbes of Robslaw1 

~endeo of the sd. John Forbes: called the Boy ; the for-

( William Forbes of Corsendae married Margaret Lum- William Forbes • 

.. n, daughter to the Laird of Cullon, and relict of the 
·ird of Caskieben, who did bear to him James Forbes of 
_'rsendae, Mr. Duncan Forbes of 11onymusk, Patrick For 

ofKarmucks, John Forbes of Balfluig, and \Vm. Forbe 

NewhUs, of whom in ther own places ; also she did bear 

nim two daughters-th~ one married on the Laird of 

een, the oyr. on Gilbert Johnston of Standingstones. 

James Forbes of Corsendae married Janet Gordon, daugh- James Forbes. 

to the Laird of Craigie of Auchindow. who did bear to · 

J \V m. Forbes of Corsendae. 

\Villiam Forbes of Corsendae married Janet Forbes, William Forbes 

1gbter to the Laird of To1quhon, who did bear to him 
nes Forbes of Corsendae, an<l Mr. \Vm. Forbes; and for 

vitie':., sake, wee doe here remember that the sd. Mr. 

n. went to Sweden, and in Findland married an~ gentle-
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woman, who <lid bear to him Collonels Mathias and Arthur 

Forbess's, whose posteritie ru; yet is great in Sweden, both 

at Court and in field. 

James Forbes. James Forbes married Mortimer, daughter to tht: 

Laird of Cragievar, who did bear to him Wm. Forbes o¾. 

Corsendae. Of John Forbes, Mr. James and Mr. Alexr.· 

wee know no successione in Scotland save 1fr. James hat}r 

two sons in France; she also d1<l bear to him Forbes; 

married to Gideon Keith: Janet Forbes, his eldest daugh­

ter, marrfrcl.'on_ Duncan, Forbes, Provos~verness; and 

Isobel Forbes married on Rot. Forbes of Mulbuie; ant 
Margaret Forbes married on Mr- John Annand, Ministe1 

of Inverness. 

William Forbes. William Forbes of Corsendae married Frasei. 

Mr. Duncan 
Forbes. 

Wm. Forbes. 

daughter to the L. of Streicken, who did bear to him J arr--; 

'\V m. and Alexr. Forbess's whose succession we know t · 
and Mr. Thomas Forbes, who must be a {?astard, Ministe~ ~ 
Keig~ who bears witness also. He had three daughte~r 

one.married to James Forbes, son to Logie, and aqr. ti 

ried:_Captain Thomas Forbes of Monymusk's second · Jll 

David ; the third~ to;::Alexr. Caddell, second son to afterrnd. 

l\fr. Ducan Forbes of Monymusk, second son to \Vm. 

Forbes of Corsendae, man-ied Agnes Gray, daughter 'to 

William Gray, bailie ln .Abd. who was ane English woman, 

who did bear to him \Vm. Forbes of Monymusk, John For 

bes of Campbell, 1lr. Duncan Forbes of Lethinve, and ~ 

daughters-the eluest, Isobell Ladie Muchells, the 2d Eliz · 

abeth La.die Towie, first, and yr'after Ladie G!enbuidie, tht 

3d Ladie U dnie. 
\Vm. Forbes of Monymm,k married Margaret Douglas: 

daughter to the E3.rl of Angus, who did bear to him S,ir 
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\Vm. Forbes of }.fonymusk; John Forbes of Leslie, and 

Mr. James Forbes of Haughcon, an".l Alex. and Rot. For­

bess·s, who dyed without issue; also she bear threP, daugh­

ters-Isobell La<lie N ewtoune, Elspet Ladie Karnuicks 

Kenidie, and Margaret Forbes, married to A.lex Dunbar of 
~{ilbngakie. 

Sir \Villiam Forbes of Monymusk m:irried Elizabeth \Vis- Sr. Wm. Forbes 

hart, daughter to the Laird of Pitterro, qo. did bear to him Sr 

Wm. Forbes·of Monymusk, Rot. Forbes of Barns, and 

.Alex. Forbes of Aberswithark, with 3 daughters : Jean mar-
ried to J\lr. Alex. Lunan, parson of :Monymusk ; Isobel1 

married to John Forbes of Asloune; Anna dyed young. 

Sr Wm. Forbes of Monymnsk manied Jean Burnet Sir Wm. Forbes 

daughter to Sir Thomas Burnet of Leys, who did bear to him 

Sr John Forbes, and Janet Forbes married to Mr. George 

}{iccaed: of A uchnacairt. 
~ S h .. k · d h Sir John Forbes r Jo. n For hes of Monymus · marne Mar;aret Arburt -

not, <laughter to the Viscount of Arburthnot, who bear wit­

ness ym'selves. 
; R b F b f B · d J F b d h Rot. Forbes of · o ert or es o arne marne ean or es, aug ter 

Barnes. 
to John Fvrbes of Corsendae (sometyme in Balfluge) who 

did Lear to him Jean Forbes, who was married to .A.lex. 

Forbes ':>f and Anna Forbes, who was married to 

Rot. Burnet of Comteswalls or Lethinte. 

A:ex. Forbes of Abersuthark married Chern, Alex. Forbes 

daughter to Pitfishie. who had to him barns who bear wit- Abersuth~rk. 

ness tLemselves. 

J ohr: Forbes of Leslie, second son to \Vm. Forbes of John Forbes of 

Monyr~1usk, married to his first wife Anna Leslie, daughter Leslie. 

· to the Linc;ores, who did bear to him '\Vm. For be~ of 
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Leslie, and to his second wife he married Margaret Skeen, 

daughter to the Laird of Skeen, who did bear to him John 

Forbes of Balfluge, and Alex. Forbes of Auchinhamper, 

and Margaret Forbes Lady Fovem: he had also a base son, 

Wm. Forbes. 

William Forbes of Leslie, married Janet Southerland, sis ... 

ter to the Lord Duffes, who hear to him John Forbes ot 

Leslie, who married Helen Scot, daughter to the Laird of 

Ardross, and Jean Forbes Lady Hattoune Meldrum; the 

rest of the children. being young, bear witness themselves •. 

John Forbes of Balfluge married Anne Forbes, daughter 

to the Laird ,of Boyndly, whose bairns bear witnes them­

selves; a11d to his second wife, Christian Forbes, daughter 
to the Lord Forbes ; Alexander Forbes of Auchinharnpt·r 

married Anne Seato~e, daughter to Wm. Seatone of '.Min-
ues, whose bairns bear witness themselves; William Forbi. 

base son to John Forbes of Leslie, married,Elizabeth Keith 

whose bairns bear witness themselves. 

Mr. James For- Mr. Ja1nes Eorbes of Haughton, youngest son to Wff.?,. 

bes of Haughton Forbes of Monymusk, married Margaret Buchan, daughtt~r 

to the Laird of Auchmacoy, who did bear to him Wm , 

John, and Alexr. Forbesses of Haughton, and Geo1ge For­

bes; all ther succession unknown, save Alex. Forbes, who 

married Logie, daughter to vV m. Logie of Ilogheads, 

whose bairns hear witness themselves. 

Thus having spoken of the succession of Wm. Fur­

bes of Monym:usk, eldest son to Mr. Duncan For­

bes of Monymusk, in the next p1ace followes to 

speake of John Forbes of Campbell, second son to 
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the sd. Mr. Duncan. 

John Forbes of Campbell married Jean ~keen, daughter Campbell. 

to the I .air<l of Skeen, wh() did bear to him Duncan For-
1 

'.her of Campbell, Agnes Forbes, who married James Forbes 

~f Tolmads, and I so bell Forbes:. who married Andrew Bir 

~ie, burges in Abel. Jean Forbes, who married Livetenan 

Collonell Findlay Farqrson; Majorie Forbes, who married 

,Arthur Forbes of Tolmads. 

Duncan Forbes of Campbell married Elizabeth Forbes, Dunca.n Forbes. 

daughter to the Laird of Corss, who did .bear to him Cap-

tain Patrick Forbes, who dyed without issue; Wm. Forbes 

of Campbell and l\ilr. John Forbes, Professor of Divinitie in 

Abd. 

" \Vm. Forbes Campbell married Elizabeth Forbes daughter Wm. Forbes. 

, l Mr. John Forbes, parson of Kincardine, whose bairns 

'5'ear witnes. 

Mr. John Forbes married Margaret Forbes, daughter to M:r. John For­

t~e sd. Mr. J olm Forbes, parson of Kincardine, whose bairns bes. 

bear witnes themselves. Also the sd. Duncan Forbes of 

Campbell ha<l with his forsd. wife Elizabeth Forbes, six 

/rnghters, viz. Agnes Forbes, married to Capt. Pak. Murray 

~ Auchinhuife; Margaret, married to John Ker of Colquish; 

Isobell, married to Thomas Forbes of S2.plinbrae ; J e~m 

Forbes to Thomas Henderson, son to o1d Colonel Hender-

son; Ja:iet, married to John Dugal of Tulloch, and Marjorie, 
married to Mr. John Dollas, parson of Tanne. 

Thus having spoken of John Forbes of Campbell, 2d 

son to Mr. Duncan Forbes of Monymusk, follows 
to speake of his third son 1''1. J )unc.1n Forbes of 

K 
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Lethentir. 

Mr. Duncan Forbes of Lethentie married :Margaret John~­

ston, relict of the Laird of Skeen, and daughter to the Laird 

of Caskieuen, who did bear to him John ForlJes sometyme 

in Lethentie, and Captain Duncan Forbes, who dyed wt'out 

successfor., and Isobdl Forbes Ladie Brux. 

John Forbes, sometyrne in Lethentie, married 1.Iarjorie 

Fergusone: daugnter to James Fergusone, burges in Abd~ 

who did bear to him Captain Pat. Forbes, who dyed wt'out 

cuccession, John and Duncan Forbesses, qt. are yet unmar-.­

ried, and four daughters, Agnes, who married Alex. Forbes 

of Easternughie, Marjorie, who married Mr. Adam Barclay, 
min. at Towie, and Barb:ua and Jean, who are yet unma_rried. 

Thus ha.ving spoken of Mr. Duncan Forbes of i\.fonJi:­

musk, second son to ,vm. Forbes of Corsenda.e, i;. 

the next place follows to speake of Patrick Forbes. 

his third son. 

Patrick Forbes married Janet Gordon, daughter to the 

Laiad of Cocklarachie, who did bear to him Alex. Forb~s, 

bailie in Abd. ; also he married Bessie Lawsone, daughter ~ 

.Andrew Lawsone burges in Abd. who did bear to hHri 

George Forbes of Kermucks, Henrie, Rot. ar!d \Vm. For­

besses : of the posteritie of Henrie and \V m. wee know 

nothing extant ; but the sd. George Forbes of Kermucks 

Legat one cal!ed Pat. Forbes, which Pat. had a son called 

1 •. falcome Forbe.-;, who went to Kent in England, and made 

a good purchase yr. 

Alex. Forbes, eldest son to ye sd. Patrick Forbes, was 

bailie in Abel. an<l married Marjorie Cullen, <laughter to 
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Provost Alex. Cullen, yt. who did bear to him Thomas For­

bes, baillie in Ahd. and se'all other sons anc dive:ss daugh­

t~rs, whose succession wee pass by. The forsd. Thomas 

Forbes married I so hell Lorimer, daughter to Lorirr:er, 

hurges in Abd. who did bear to him ,vm. and Mr. Alex. 
Porbes, who was minister in England. The sd. \Vm. Forbes, 

callerl Wm. of Collen, married Murison, sister to 

provost George i"'Iurison, who did bear to him doctor Forbes, 

and Mr Rod. Forbes, regent in the colledge of Aberdeen, 

v;po bear witness themselves : he had also two daughters, 

ai1e married 0::1 baillie Rot. Forbes of Robslaw, _and another 

~arried on Gilbert Skeen of Dyce. 

'rhus having spoken of Patrick Forbes, third son to 

Mr. '\Vm. Forbes of Corsendae, followes to speake 

of his fourth son, Mr. John Forbes of Balfluig. 

~ ohn Forbes of Balfluig mHrried Janet Forbes, daughter Balftuig. 

to the Laird of Ilrux, who did bear to him \Vm. Forbes of 

Balfluig, and Rot. For!Jes, called the old man, married 

<iarroch, daughter to Kinstair, who did bear to him Y{m. 

Rot. and John Forbesses: the sd. ·wm. Forbes married 

Foi't,es. who did bear to him Livetenant James Forbes, 

wl\ose bairns bear witnes. Rot. For bes his bairns bear 

wit.nes themselves : John Forbes married Johnston, 

datJighter to Mr. Thomas Johnston, and begat Robert Forbes, 
I 

butrges in Abd. The s<l. J olm Forbes of Balfluig marrie<l to 

his second wife 1vfargaret :Muir, who did bear to him Pat. 

F'l)rbes, burges in Edr.; Janet Forbes married to o-fr John 

lrflnes, or Rutherfoord, ministc: of )!amakirk. 

The scl. \Vm. Forbes of Ealflui6, son to John Forbes of 
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Balfluig, married Margaret Coutts, daughter to the Laird of 
.A.ucherfoull, who did bear to him John Forbes of Balfluip, 

'\Vm. and Alex. Forbesses of qch two ther succession is little 

knowen: his fourth son was James Forbes, called James ,l 
Cloak, which James married Strauchen, daughter 

to the parson of Kinc1rdine, who did bear to him: Th~1m1s 

Forbes, and diverss other bairns, who bear witness ymselves : 

also, by his first wife, Asloune Caddel's daughter, he had 

Mr. Rot. Forbes, minister at Colstein, with diverss dau~h­

ters. 

The sd. John Forbes of Balflufg, <lid make and excambion 

with the Lord Forbes, betwixt Balfluig and Corsendae, t~e 

lands of Corsen<lae, falling in the Lord For!)es' hands ; so 

that the houss of Corsendae, decended in the right line, did 

fall in the hands of John Forbes of Balfluig, who was a 

grand child to the fourth brotl1er of Corsendae ; so 

henceforth wee call him John Forbes of Corsendae. 

John Forbes, now of Corsendae, married Fra-

ser, daughter to the Laird of Durres, who di<l hear to him 

'\Vm. Forbes of Corsendae, ·Major Francis F orLes, yt. r..1ar­

ried Darnmahoy Lady Binnie, John Forbes now of Asloune 

:Mr. Alex. Forbes, Forbes, and Arthur Forbes of J~o­

indlie, and Tho. Forbes, qo. dyed without issue, and Jan]es 

Forbes, qose bairns bear witnes themselves. 

'\Vm. Forbes of Corscndae marrieJ Katharin Bannerm~n, 
\ 

<laughter to the Laird of Elsick, who <lid bear to him .A.1¢!x. 
and Arthur Forbass; with <liverss oyr. bairns, who bear \~rit­

ness ymsel ves ; also his eldest daughter married the Lai\r<l 

of Kincraigie Leslie, and his second daughter married :Mr. 

James Gordon, minr. at A1foord. 
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John Forbes, now of A.sloune, son to the sd. John For-
btts cf Corsendae, married Elizabeth Forbes, daughter to 
he Laird of Monymusk, qose bairns bear witnes themselves: 
also the sd. John Forbes of Corsendae married Elizabeth 
Forbes ; had three daughters ; the eldest, Jean, married on 
Robert Forbes of Barns, tutor of 1-!onymusk ; the 2d mar­
ried ::Mr. Alexande1 Ross, parson of Monymusk; and the 
th6rd married to Walter Forbes of Blacktoune. 

Thus having spoken o_f John Forbes of Ba1fluig, who 
was fourth son to Wm. For bes of Corsendae, rests 
now to be spoken of Wm. For bes of Corsendae 
his fyfth and youngest son "\Vm. Forbes. 

\Vm. Forbes of Newhills ma1ried a daughter cf Alex. Nawhills. 

Tilliedaff s, who did bear to him Henrie Forbes of Newhills, 
which Henrie married King, who did beaT to him 
AnJrew Forbes of Newhills, and Alex. Forbes, with diverss 
dat·ghters: the bairns of the sd. Andrew and Alex. of Auch­
into·ull, bear. witnes themselves. 

Thus having spoken of Duncan Forbes, second bro 
ther to gray Willie;in the next place followes to 
be spoken of Patrick Forbes of Corss, third brother 
to ,vm. Lord Forbes, called gray \Villie. * 

• These subriquets, or nicknames, were very frequent of old ;-of 

the Kings of France we have the Bald, the Simple, the Bold, the 
Hammer, the Stutterer, the Fair, the Fat, &c. Of the English 
Kings, the Red, the Clerk, the Lion-hearted, Lackland, Longshanka, 
Crouch-back, &c. &c. 
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Corss. Patrick Forbes of Corss had by his wife a son, whose 
name was David Forbes of Corss, called David traill, the 
one a gallant man; David Forbes of Corss married Efo:­

abeth Panter, sister to Mr. Patrick Panter of N ewmans­
wells, at Montrosse, who did bear to him Patrick Forbes of 

Corss. 
Patrick Forbes of Corss married Marjorie Lumsden 

daughter to Rot.s Lumsden of llaidler Cushnie, who did 

bear to him Wm. Forbes of Corss, Patrick Forbes of Bathnie 

Mr. John Forbes and Mr. Arthur F orbesses, with fy ve 
daughters ; the eldest marrled the Laird of Kinstair ; ths ~d 
the L. of Belhe Irvine ; the 3d Walter Curor of Inshdruor ; 

the 4th \Valter Barclay of Drumdelgie; the 5th married 

Whithaugh Leith. 

\Vm. Forbes of Corss, son to sd. Patrick married Eliza­

beth Strauchine, daughter to the Laird of Gharntounne, who 
did bear to him Patrick Forbes of Corss, • Bishop of Abd 

Mr. Wm. Forbes of Craigievarr, Mr. John Forbes, micister 

at Delph, in Holland, Captain Alex. Forbes, who dyed with­

out succession, James Forbes of Knockonoch, Sir Arthur 
Forbes of Castel Forbes, in Irelan<l, Rot Forbes, who dyed 

without succession, with fyve daughters-the eldest, :Mar­
garet, married to the Laird of Thainstone ; the 2d, A.gnes, 
married the pryor of Mcnymusk ; the 3d to John Farquhar 

of N oram ; the 4th Elizabeth, married Duncan For bes of 

Campbell; the 5th married Alex. Ogilvie of Mildarie. 

Patrick Forbes of Bithnie, second son to Pat. Forbes of 

Corss, married Elizabeth Forbes, daughter to Duncan For­

bes of Coults, heretrix yrof, who did bear to him Duncan 

Forbes of Bithnie, and Capt. John Forbes of Newhaver,, in 

France; also h~ had cJiverss daughters t.the eldest marrie,l 
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to Thomas Elphinston; and oyr. married on Alaster Far­
q:rson and by a second marriage he had Mr. ,vm. Forbes of 
'i~illiegreg, parson of Mortloch. 

Duncan Forbes of Bethnie married Elspet Forbes, daugh­
ter to the Laird of Barne, who did bear to him Mr. George 
Fjrbes with, some <laughters who bear witness themselves. 

As for the successione of Mr. John Forbes, and Mr. Ar­

tfi1ur, youngest sons to Pat. Forbes of Corss, wee know non 
living, save a daughter of Mr. Arthur's who was married 

I 

on Mr. Wm. Forbes, minr. at Frasersburgh. 

In the next place followes to speake of the successione 
of Patrick Forbes of Corss, byshop of Abd. Mr. 
Wm. Forbes of Craigievar, Mr. John Forbes, min­

ister at Delph, Mr. James Forbes of Knockonoch, 
and of Sr Arthur Forbes. 

Patrick F 0rbes of Corss, bishop of .A.bd. married Lucrece 
Spence, daughter to the Laird of Morristown, who did bear 
to Im Wm. Forbes of Corss, who married ye Laird of Fo­
ve ,.!n's sister, and dyed without successione; and to his 
s: ;ond son: Mr. John Forbes, professor of divinitie in Abd. 
wrho succeeded his brother Wm. and so became Laird of 
Corss, and Rot. Forbes, whose bairnes bear witnes them­
selves : also he had two daughters, one married to the 
Laird of Kinstair, and oyr. on the Laird of Belhe Irvine. 

M. John Forbes of Corss married ane Dutch woman, who 
who did bear to him George Forbes of Corss. 

George Forbes of Corss, married Kenidie, daugh-
ter to the Laird of Kermucks, qose bairns bear witnes 
themselves. 
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Craigieva.r. Mr. John Forbes of Craigievar, second brother to Patrick 

Forbes of Corss, married Margaret Edward daughter to the 

provo~t of Edr. who did bear to him Sr Wm. Forbes of 

Craigievarr, Rot. Forbes of Newtoune, called tutor of Craig­
ievarr, Mr John Forbes parson of Kincardine, and Captain 

James Forbes, with three daughters-one married on the 

Laird of Kermucks Kenidie, ane oyr. on Sr Andrew Skeen, 

of Kalyeards; the 3d married on Sr John Strauchine. 

Sir \Vm. Forbes of Craigievarr married Bethea Murra,y 
daughter to the Laird of Blackbarronie, who did bear to him 

Sr John Forbes of Craigievarr, Wm. Forbes, with thre·ie 

daughters-the elde~t married to Mr. John Menzies, prq­
fessor of divinitie in Abd. : the 2d on Mr. Rot. Petrie, pro 

vost of Abd.; the foresd. Wm. and the oyr. daughter art:! 

yet unmarried. 

Sr John Forbes of Craigievarr married Margaret Youn· 

daughter to the Laird of Seaton Young, whose bairns be> r 
witnes. 

Rot. Forbes of Neutoune, tutor of Craigievarr, m;,:ned 

Margaret Lindsay, daughter to Alexr. Lindsay of Mf1me, 
whose bairns bear witnes themselves. Mr. John F~h~s, 

parson of Kincardine, married Agnes Dugal, daught~~~ to 

the Laird of Auchinhuife, who did bear to him fyve dau1gh­
ters-the eldest married to Wm. Forbes of Campbell ; f.he 

2d to his brother, Mr. John Forbes, professor of divinitiJ. in 

Abd.; the oyr. three yet unmarried. Captain John Fbr_ 
bes, 9th son to Craigievarr, married Burnet, sister to 

Burnet of Cowardie, whose bairns bear witnes them~elves. 

In the next place followes to speak of the third bro.-­
ther of the houss of Corss, ?vlr. John Forbes, min.-



27 

ister at Delph, who married Christian Th1.rclay. 

<laughter to the Laird of Mavers, who did bear to 

him 

Collonell John Forbes, who dyed without successione, 

Collonell .Arthur F <:>rbes, of whose successione wee know 

nothing, and Mr. Patrick Forbes, now Bishope of Caitness, 

who married Collonell Erkins's daughter in Holland, whose 

l,airns bear witnes themselves. 

Also the sd. Mr. John Forbes had a fourth son, called Mr. 

ll.mes F,)rbe.-, .,,,ho was a mi:1ister in iLaudian; also he had 

<~~c:rss daughters, one married on Andrew Skeen, brother to 

t\ ~ Laird of Skeen ; ane oyr. married to 1Vm. Blackbume, 

b•rges in Abd. and son to Bishope Blackbume a third mar­

rUki to a minist::!r in Laudian. 
oh 

In the next place followes to speake of James F01bc& 

of Knockarnoch, who married Marie Balfour, who 

did bear to him six sons, of qose issue ther is no 
memorie, save Rot. of Knockarnoch, whose bairns 

bear witnes ymselves. 

l!l the next place followes to be spoken of Sr Arthur For- Sr Arthur For­

be) of Castell Forbes, in Irland, sext son the Laird of Corss, bes. 

wt.o married Jean Lauder, daughter to Lauder of 

who did bear to him Sr Arthur Forbes, of Cas­

tell Forbes,;c. and Patrick Forbes, who dyed wt'out issue; 

abo he had two daughters; one married on Live 

• Anceator of the Earl of Grannard. 
M 
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tenant Collonell Murray 01 Milegnes, and the oyr. mar• 

ried 1u. J ohri Stirling, minr. in Edinburgh. 

Now having spoken of the houss of Corsendae and 

Corss, who were the first race of the collaterall lit1e 
of James Lord Forbes, and brother to gr~y Willie!, 
in the next place followes to speake of those who 

collaterally cam of the subsequent Lords ot For 

bes. 

r 
Gray Wil!ie begat John Lord Fllrhes; John Lord Forbes 

begat Wm. Lord Forbes; Wm. Lord Forbes Legat Jolin 

Lonl Forbc:s; Wm. Forbes of Fordderbirsie, James Forbeo..,f 
Lethintie, Rot. Forbes, pryor of Mon}91llUSk, Mr~ Artbir 

' Forbes of Lo~e, and Abrah11n Forbes of Blacktoune, :tlff 
John Lord Forbes and his succession, spoken alrea~ ·: ; 

James Forbes of Lethintie · s suc~;!ssion is perished ; J . 
Arthur non. '!' r 

In the next place followes to be spoken of Wn Fof,es 

of Fordderbirsie, Robert pryor of .M.onymusk, and Abra·~am 

Forbes of Blacktoune. 

\Vm. Forbes of Fodderbirsie married Janet Forbes, 

daut'r to Alex. Forbes of Tolquhon, and relict to Wm. For­

bes of Corsendre, who dyed in England, who did bei to 

l1im Capt. John Forbes, alias old Capt. and one daughJ.er 

married to Auchintoull Forbes,; also, by a second marriag~, 

he had a son called James, who married Corsendae's daugh­

ter, by whom he had no airs male. 

In the next place follow~s James of Lethentie, who~e 

posteritie is decayed, he having two sons. 

In the nixt place followes to speak.e of Robert For~es, JJry­
or of Monymusk, who married Agnes Forbes, daughter tc., 
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th¢ Lairt1 of Cor<;s, who <lid bear to him four sons and two 

daughters : the eldest son, Capt John Forbes, called Capt. 

Tulloch, who dyed without issue at the battell of Sterling; 

his second son Livetenant Collonell James Forbes of Fow­

ells, who bears witness himself; his fourth son, ·Robert,who 

dyed abroad : his eldest daughter married on the Laird of 

of Auchinhuif ; Dugal, the 2d, on Wm. Fraser of Bogheads. 

Next wee speake of Abraham Forbes of Blacktoune, who 

married Janet lJuncan, daughter to James Duncan of Mel- Blacktoune. 

dnw,1 and relict of the ~a.i!"d of Belhe Irvine, who did bear 

to hinn James Forbes of Blacktoune, Arthur Wm and John 

Forbe,ss's; also he had fyve daughters ; the eldest married 

on the Laird of Finrersie, in Murray ; the 2d married on 

Hart.hill Leith: the 3d on John Leith of \Vhithaugh; the 

fourtlw on the barone of Braishley : the 5th married Dr. Wm. 

Johnstone; James Forbes of Blacktoune married 01e 

-Fnser. daughter to th~ Laird of Philorth, who did 
hear 'to him Walter Fo .. bes of Blacktoune, and Arthur For­

bes, "' oyr. chlldren, who bear witnes themselves. As to 

the p Jfleritie of Arthur, Wm. and John Forbess's sons, to 
Abralifam Forbes of Blacktoune, we know non, save one 

<laugbfter, married to Dunbar, brother. to Kil­
buya¢k. 

Now fcllowes to speake of two base sons of John 

Lord Forbes, and brothers to Lor<l Arthur : the 

eldest son was called James Forbes of Tolmads 

the 2d, called Arthur, dyed without successione 

worthie to be remembered 

_ J.mes Forbes of Tolmads married Agnes Forbess, daugh­

ter to John Foroes, of Campbell, who did bear to him Coll-
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onell William Forbes, a gallant man. ca!l'-"d B!owface, with 
diverss oyr daughters ; one, Jean! married to Collonell 

Ccorge Forbes ; ane oy'r, Agnes, married on Gordon 

of Walkmilne; the third married Capt. Forbes of Milbuy, 

called :Margaret; the fourth, Barbara, married to Mr. 

George Monro, minister of Rosemarkie. 

Collonell \Vm. Forbes married Rydman, dat~gh-
ter to Sir George Rydman of Pompheild Castell, who'. did 

bear to him a daughter, who in berets his estate. 

Thus having spoken, to the right line of Sir· John 
Forbes with the black lip. to wit~ of the rightt line, 

or co:Iaterall line, of James Lord Forbes, hi.s oye. 

in the next place followes to speake of tht ~ colla­

terall lynes ot Sr John Forbes, with his sd. \\:ife, as 

sit. is, Alex. Lord Forbes, \Vm Forbes, tht! first 
of ye houss, of Pitsligo, John Forbes of the houss 

of Tolquhon, and Alaster came, first of ;:_J. • houss 

of Brux. 

Pitsligo Sir Wm. Forbes of Pits1igo, who was first knight c if Kin­

Sir Wm. Forbes. aldie~ who married dam Agnes Fraser, daughter t ·o the 

Lord Fraser, with whom he got the lands of Pitsligo, in\ mar­

riage, who did bear to him Sr Alexander Forbes. 

Sir Alex. Forbes. Sr Alexander Forbes did marrie the Earle of ErTf)ll's 

daughter, who did bear to him Sr Alex. Forbes of Pit~- 1igo, 

George Forbes, Arthur Forbes, who ,vas Laird of Ri -res, 

with four daughters; one married on John Gordon of Pit­

revie ; the 2d on the shineff of Cromertie ; the 3d or the 

Laird of Moncoffer ; and the ,4th on the Laird of Bal qu­

~allie. 
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Sr AleL Forbes married the Lord O0ilvie>s .laughter, who Sir Alex. For­

did bear to him John Forbes of Pitsligo, and onoy'r, called bes. 

Wm. Forbes of Daach. 

John Forbes of Pit'iligo married Weems, da.ugh- John Forbea. 

ter to Sir Patrick \Veems of Rc:!ires, and begat on her John 

Laird of Pitsligo. with <liverss daughters ; one was married 

to Asloune, ane oy'r. on \Vm. Woodman of Fenzies; anc 

oy'r. on Wm. White in .A.bd, ane oy'r. on Wm. Lawson, in 

l>ysart 
John Forbes of Pitsligo m~rried Keith, dau6h- John Forbea . 

. ter to Sr Wm. Keith of Inverugie, qo did bear to him Alex. 
Forbes of Pitsligo, Mr. Arthur, John and Wm. Forbesses, 
the Ladie Lamenstone. the Ll.die Waterlone, and the Ladie 

Pittendrum. 

· Alexander Forbes of Pitsli::;o married the Lord Salton's Alexander l'or• 

daughter, who did bear to him Wm. Forbes of Pitsligo, Alex bes. 

Mr. John. and Arthur, George and Hector Forbesses, and 

Forbes, L:1die L~smoir. Mr. Arthur Forbes, 

son .lo John Forbes of Pitsligo, married Marjorie Forbes, 

relic~ cf Alex. Forbes of Brux, who dyed in Pinkie, *but 

succession, and her eldest brother sore wounded, as many 
i men1 saw. 

_ \fllliam Forbes of Pitsligo married Katharine Gordon, Wm. Forbea. 
datt'ghter to the Laird of Strathdown, who did bear to him 

only two daughters-one married on James Forbes of Leth-

intie, the oy'r, on the Laird of Auchinhuife. 

'rhis Wm. deceased but airs male of his own bodie ; Alexr. 

* This mean,, u waa killed at the battle of Pinkie." 
N 
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his zd brother, succeeded, who was married on Elison And­

erson, rdict of'Wm. Forbes of Tolquhon, who did bear to 

him one daughter, who was married on George Menzies tif 

Pitfoc.ldds ; after the deceass of the sd. Elison Anderson, he 

married Barbara Keith, daughter to the Earl of Mari~:)hall 

who did hear to him John Forbes of Pitsligo. 

John Forbes. John Forbes of Pitsligo married Christian Ogilvie. daugh-

ter to the Laird of Findlater, who did bear to him Alex. 

Lord Pit~ligo, Anna Ladie Forbes, Jean Ladie Tolquhon, 

Marie Ladie Boyn, and Christian Ladie Streichen. 

Alexander Lord Pitsligo married Dame Jean Keith, chugh-
Alex. Lord Pit- · . 
ali ter to the Earl Marshall, who did bt!ar to lum Alex. LorJ go. 

Pitsli~o, and Mary Forbes, Ladie Haddo. 

Alc.x:. Lord Pit- Alexander Lord Pitsligo married Dame Mary Ersken, 
aligo. daughter to the Earle of Buchan, who did bear to him bairn~ 

who doe hear witnes themselves. 

Houss of Rires, 
Sr Arthur. 

Sir William. 

Thus having spoken of the rtght line of Wm. Fl>rbes or 
Pitsligo, in ye next place it followes to speake of ye colh­

terall lyus descended of him. 

Sir Wm. Forbes begat Sr .A.lexr ; Sir Alexr. oe~~t !Sr 

Alexr. George, and Arthur Forbesses; of Sr Alexr. ~ have 

spoken alreadie; of George' posteritie we hear no tlltfDtion 

-In the next place followes to speak of Arthur, wht was 

first of the houss of Rires. 

Sr Arthur Forbes of Rires, son to the first Sr A le.u. of 

Pit~ligo, married Weems, heretrix of Rires, 'with 

qom the sd. Sr Arthur got the lands of Rires, in marriafhe, 

who did bear to him Sr. Wm. Forbes of Rires. 

Sir Wm. Forbes of Rires married Sandilan(fs, 

daughter to the Laird of Cawder, who did bear to him ·~r 

George Forbes of Rires. 
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Sr George Forbes of Rir~s married Lundie, daugh- Sir George 

ter to the Laird of Lun<lie, who <lid bear to him Arthur of Rires. 

Forbes of Rires and James Forhes. 

Arthur 'Forbes of Rires married Batton, <laugh- A.rthur Porl>el 
ter to the L. of Creich, who did b~ar to him John Forbes 

and Archibald Forbes ; John Forhes, eh lest son to this Ar-
thur Forbes, married Sandilands, daughter to the 

Laird <,f St. Ninians, who did bear to him two daughters; 

James Forbes, brother to Arthur, dyed but lawfull· suc-

C:;!Ssion. 

Sr Alexander Forues oye to Sr W,.n. Forbes of Pitsligo 
married the Lord O6ilvi.:'s daughter, who <lid be1r to him 

John Forl~ of Pitsligo, a~d ane oy'r. called Wm. of Daach, 

who was predecessor of the houss of N ewe. 

W,n. Forbes of Daach, brother to John Forbes of Pitsligo 

married Forbes, daughter to the whit Laird of 

Ilrux, who did bear to him Alex. Forbes of New, and John 

F,xl>es o{ Sinshannie : Alex. Forbes of New married Eup­
hon J~umsden, daughter to Robert Lumsden of Medler, who 

<lirl hear to him Wm. For bes of New, Patrick For bes of Pitta­

lachie/with diverss daughters: the oldest married to the Laird 

o~_.Auchercoull, and ane oy'r on Mr James Farquharsone of 

wr and after his deceass, on Rot Midletoune ; ane oy'r. 

otlJ.lS-..Vm Skeen of Auchtererne; and after his deceass, Arthur 
S~3en, ane oy'r. on Robert Ross of Birssmoire. 

Wl'vm. Forbes of New married Margaret Gordon, daughter 

to John Gordon of Pitterrie, and begat on her. 

lpatrick Forbes of Pittallachie married Annapell Forbes, Pittallachit. 

d~ughter to Alex. Forbes of Caimiecoullie, who did bear to 

hilm Wm. Forbes of Pitallachie, John Forbes of Argeight, 

a~1d Alex. Forbes of Eastermigbie, with some daughters ; one 
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married Gordon of Blelack, ane oy'r. on Gilbert Whit, bur­
ges in .-\bd. 

Wm. Forbes of Pittallachie married Margaret Skeen, 

daughter to the Laird of Skeen, who did bear to him \Vm. 

Forbes of Pittallachie, now in Kinaldie, and Capt Alex. 
Forbes, with a daughter married to Barna Craig Chal mer.* 

\Vm. Forbes of Pitallachie (now in Kinaldie) married, first 
Bama Craig T.roup's daughter, next, Mr. Wm. Douglass' 

daughter, minister of Aboyne, whose bairns bear witnes 

themselves. 

Capt. Alex. Forbes.married Forbes, daughter to 
Thomas Forbes of Balfiuig, who did bear to him diverss 
sons and daughters, who bear witness themselves. 

John For bes of Sinhinie married Bessie Skeen, daughter 

to John Skeen of Auchterdenes, who did bear to him three 

sons, John, Alex. and Robert Forbesses: John Forbes, his 
eldest son, married Forbes, daughter to Rot. Forbes 
son to the Laird of Echt, who did hear to him Arthur For• 

bes of Sinhinie ; Arthur Forbes of Sinhinie manicd Marjorie 

Forbes daughter to John Forbes of Campbell, who did bear 
to him Rot. Forbes att the p'nt dwelling att the Milne of 
Melgonie. · Alex. Forbes second brother to John, dyed 
w'out successione. Wm. Forbes, 3d son to Johu Folc ~ of 

Sinhinie, married Gordon, daughter to !!X• 

Gordon of Cults. u. 

George Forbes of Lethentie, soa to first Alexr. of Pit~_wgo 
a 

Thia meam '' Chalmer of Bama Craig.'' 
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loune, who did bear to him Mr. Alex. Forbes, parson of 

Forbes, Patrick Forbes ot Craigtoune, and Sick Willie For­

bes : Mr. Alex. and Sick Willie dyed, both without succssion. 
Patrick Forbes of Craigton married a daughter of Blew- Cr&igtoune. 

heirs, provost of Aberdeen, who was relict of the Laird of 

Culter, who did bear to him James Forbes of Craigtoune. 

James For bes of Craigtou ne married Alardes 

daughter to Rot. Alardes of Badenscoth. 

In the next place followes to speak of Mr. John For­

bes, brother to Alexr. Forbes, Laird of Pitsligo. 

Mr. John Forbes married Agnes Gray, daughter to the Boyndlie. 
Laird of Muchel. and relict of the Laird of Meldrum, who 

bear to him Andrew. Forbes, who dyed wt'out succession, 

Alexr. Forbes of Boyn<lly~ John Forbes of Largie, w't di­

verss daughters ; one married Tillih1lt Gordon, ane oy'r on 

Cairngall Arbuthnot ; he had al5o a base son, called James 

Forbes, whose qaims bear witnes themselyes. 

Alex. Forbes of Boyndly and Pittalachie married 

Forbes, daughter to the Laird of Rires, and relict of the 

Laird of , who did bear to him Alex. Forbes, with two 

daughters; one married to John Forbes of .Balfluge, ane 

oy'r to the Laird of Kamkaime Ogilvie ; he married also to 

his 2d La.die, Mary Elphingstone, daughter to the Laird of 

C~derhall, who did bear to him diverss bairns, who bear 
witness themselves. 

John Forbes of Largie, second son to Alexr. Forbes of 

Bonynly, married Jean Barclay, daughter to the Laird of 

'f.owie, who did bear to him one son called John Forbes, qo 
beus witnes himself. 
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Mr. Arthur Forbes, third brother to Alex. of Pitsligo, mar­

ried :Margaret Leslie, daughter to the Laird of Pitcaple, who 
did bear to him Rot Forbes of Oldtoune, James Forbes of 

Bankhead, Patrick Forbes in Black.hall, George, Wm. John, 
and Alex. Forbesses. and three daughters ; Marjorie married 

on John Leith of Busbarnie, Margaret married to John 

Grant of Inverruric, and Janet on Alexr. Innes of Bottom 

Rot. Forbes of Oldtoune married Margaret Leslie, daugh­

ter to John Leslie of Largie, who did bear to him Arthur 

Forbes who dyed in France, Patrick Forbes of Oldtoune, 
George Forbes in Aberdour, Alex. Forbes in Boyndlie, Wm. 

Forbes in Auchlin, and three daughteN-Christian. qo mar­

ried Alexr. Burnet in Newtoune, and Jean Forbes, qt. was 
married to AL Logie in \\"i:Iiam.stone, and Margaret Forbes, 
who was married to A lex. < ;:uioch in Litlemdobie. 

James Forbes of Bankhead, Oldtoun's second son, mar­

ried Margaret Login, who did bear to him two sons, James 

and Mr. Arthur Forbesses, who bear witnes themselves ; 

with a daughter, Violet Forbes, who was.married on James 

Barclay at Keith. 

Patrick Forbes of Blackball married of Margaret Black­

ball, daughter to the Laird of Blackhall, who did bear to 

hini bairns who bear witnes themselves ; John, AL George 

and \Vm. Forbes, sons to the sd. Mr. Arthur of Oldtoune 

dyed without issue. 

Patrick Forbes of Oldtoune, son to Rot Forbes• married 

Beatrix Gardinc, daughter to John Gairden of Bruckles 
whose bairns witnes themselves. 

George Forbes in Aberdour married Isobell Arbuthnott 

daughter to Cairnegall, as bear witnes ym'selves. 

Alexander Forbes in Boyndly, fourth son to Oldtoune 
' ' 
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married Jean Forbes, daughter to Auchrec~ie, whose bairns 

bear witnes themselves. 

Wm. Forbes, in Auchlin, 5th son to Oldtoune, married 
Christian Forbes, daughter to John Forbes of Pittnaca.ddell 
qose bajms bear witnes themselves. 

Hector Forbes, youngest brother to Alex. Forbes of Pit-

sligo, married Hay, daughter to the Goodman of 
Crimonmogat, who did bear to him. 

Thus having spoken of Sr William Forbes of Pitsligo 

a_.nd his lawful! succession, in the next place foll­
owes to rehearss something of the bastards come 
of him. 

The sd. Sir Wm. Forbes of Pitsligo had four bastard sons; F~ butarcla of 
tbs• i11t tn say, Wm. came, ,vm. begg, Ewell Duncan of Pi go. 

Ke.nay, :and Lochland. 

'\JV'm. came had a son, called Forbes, who had two ~ons, Wm. Came 

J~cs and Canna Forbesses, who dyed both att the bridge 
of. Don.* 

. ,William begg, Pitsligo's second bastard, had a son called Wm. Begg 

William of ·Legitsden, who married a daughter of the Laird 
of innermarkie's who .:iid bear to him Alex. Forbes of 
$peiside, and John Forbes. 

A.lex. Forbes of Speiside married and begat John Forbes 
Qf Fowells. 

.. At the battle of the Bridge of Don. 
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Ervall Duncan. Ervell Duncan of Romney, Pitsligo's 3d bastard soh, 

TheHou11 of 
Tolquhon. 

married and begat Pat. and Fergus Forbesses. 
Patrick For bes married Donalsone, and begat John For-

bes of Camay, and Wm. For~es in Elesawell. 
John Forbes in Comay married Johnstone, •..•...•• 

Wm. Forbess, in Elesawell, married ..•..•........••••......... 

Fergus Forbes married and begat Arthur Forbes of Till-

iebirlach, and John ye merchant, qch. John dyed without 

successione. 
Arthur Forbes of Tilliebirlach married Duncan David­

son's daughter. 

Lachalan Forbes had no successione worthie of memorie. 

And also, there was one of the bastards of Pits1igo who 
passed into Straglash, whose sucres:-;i )ne as yet hears wit-

nes. 

Thus having spoken of the successione of Sir ·wm. 

Forbes of Pitsligo, 2d son to Sr John F9rbes wt. 

the black lipp, in the next place followes\ to speak 
of Sir John Forbes ofTolquhon, third so~ to the 

scl. Sr. John wt. the black lip, and of his success-

1one. 

Sr John Forbes. Sr John Forbes, Tolquhon, called Sr John , mkrried 
I 

Marjorie Preston, who did bear to him lAlex. For~es of 

Tolquhon, Duncan Forbes of Ardgeighten, and David For­

bes, called David Foddan. Of the sd. Duncan and .Oavi<l 

in yr. own place. 

Sr John Forbes. Sr John Forbes, younger of TolquhoJt, married 

Streaton, daughter to the Laird of Laurenston, qo. di4 bear 

to him .Alex. Forbes of Tolquhon, David Forbes of 11~ie, 

Henrie Forbes of Logie. Of the sd David and Hen e _in 
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yr. own place. 

Alex. Forbes of Tolquhon married Hay, daughter Alex. Forbel. 

to the Laird of Delgetie, who did bear to him Malcome 
Forbes. 

Malcom Forbes of Tolquhon married Forbes, Malcolm For-
daughter to J aines Lord Forbes, who did bear to him Wm. bes. 

Forbes of Tolquhon, Mr. Thomas and James Forbcsses, 
with ane daughter, qo was married to AL Chein of Arnage. 

\Vm. Forbes, son to Malcom Forbes, married Wm Forbes 

Leith, daughter to the Laird of Barns, who did bear to him 
John Forbes and Alex. · Forbes, with some · daughters, one 
married to the Laird of Glask Burnet;* ane oy'r. to Andrew 
Dortis l,urges in Abd.; ane oy'r. to John Lamb, burges yr.; 
and after his deceass to Mr Thomas Davidsone ; and after 
the deceass of Barns' daughter, the sd. Wm. married 
Hay, daughter to the Earl Errol, who did bear to him Ar­
thur and Isohell Forbesses. 

John Forbes of Tolquhon, eldest son to the sd. Wm. John Forbea 

Forbes, married Chein, daughter to the Laird of 
Eselemount, and dyed without succession. 

Alexr. :Forbes of Tolquhon second son to the sd. William Al. Forbes.· 

married Elison Anderson, daughter to Anderson, 
burges in Edr. who did bear !" him Wm. Forbes of Tolqu-
hor., John Forbes of Boindley, Janet Forbes. spouse to 
Wm. Forbes of Corsendae, and yr'after to Wm. Forbes ot 
Fodderbirss, ane oy'r. Isabell Forbes, married. to Thomas 

This means, Burnet Laird of Glask. 
p 
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Chein of Streichen, and yr'after to the Tutor of Lovit, to 
whom she conveyed the estate of 5treichen. 

Wm. J'orbes William Forbes of Tolquhon marrie<l Gordon, 

daughter to George Gordon of Lcsmoir, who did bear to 
him Wm. Forbes of Knapernae, Mr Walter Forbes of Auch­
redie, Patrick Forbes burges of Aberdeen, and ane daugh-
ter, married on Forbes of Corsendae. 

Wm J'orbea Wm. Forbes married Janet Ogilvie, daughter to ye Laird 
of Bamf, who did bear to him Alex. Forbes, who dyed 
wt'out succession, and \Valter Forbes of Tolquhon, and 

· George Forbes of Craigie and Thomas Forbes of Watter 
toune, and Mr. Wm. Forbes of Finzies, and daughters 
Christian Forbes, Ladie Strdchen, Elizabeth Forbes, Ladie 
Caskieben, Isobell For bes, Ladit! Philorth, and Janet For­
bes, Ladie Haddo ; of the rest of the maill children of both 
the forsd. Wm. Forbes, Laird of Tolquhon, shall be spoken 
of in yr. own place, accorditJg to our method. 

Walter Forbes. Walter Forbes of Tolquhon married Jean Forbes, sister 
& Alex Forbes to Pitsligo, qo. did bear to him Sr. Alc:x. Forbes of Tolqu­

hon, Thomas, John, and Wm. Forbesses, an<l ane <laugl,ter 
who bear witnes ymselves. 

Thus having spoken of the right line of Sir John 
Forbes, Laird of Tolquhon, in the next place foll­
owes to be spoken of the coUaterall lines. 

Sr John Forbes of Tolquhon, qo married Preston, 
begat 81· John For bes of Tolquhon, Duncan Forbes of 
Argeihten, an<l David Forbes called David fesdan ;_ of Sr 
John Forbes and his extant, spoken alreadie ; \ now 
rests to speake of the two bretheren, Duncan and D~vid ; 
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and first of Duncan. 

Duncan Forbes of Argeighten married Christian Gor<lon . .Argeighteu 

daughter to Thomas Gordon of Auchindore, who did bear · 

to him John Forbes in Terpersie, with diverss daughters ; 

and after the deceass of his wife, he got on Morinegill Thom-

son's wife in Pittodrie, John Forbes in Tulloch, James 

Forhes in Balfour, and James Forbes in Seafield, and, in 
like maner, the sd Uuncan got on Mortimer, daugh-

ter to Thomas Mortimer, in Ash11lock, Wm. Forbes in 

Punthark, Alex. Forbes in Blairglassic, and Sr Henrie For-

bes ; vicar in Alford. . 

John F,,rbes of Terpersie married Leslie, oye Terperai• 

to Sr \V m. Leslie, in Balquha.n, qo. did bear to him John 
Forbes of Clovach, Wm. Forbes in Terpersie, George For-

bes in Coutlage, an<l Meikle Alex. Forbes in Auchmillen; 

together with four daughters-one married on Robert Lums-

<len oi Mai<ller, a.ne oy'r. on .A.lex. Lumsden of ~lidstrath, 

and yr'after on John Forbes of Cults, and yr'after of James 

Dougbm of Tilliequhillie, who bear to him Arthur Douglas, 

father to John Douglas of Tillieq uhillie ; and the sd. lsobell 

bear to Robert Lumsden of Maidler, nynteeu bairnes qo. 

bear witnes themselves. 

John Forbes in Clavach married Forbes, daugh- Jolm Forbea 
ter to _the whyt Laird of Brux, and Wm. Forbes in Torper-
sie his brother married a second daughter of the sd. whyt 

Laii~'s; Meikle Alex. in Auchmillen married a daughter of 

J Q)r\(: Rosses of A uchlessen, and George Forbes in Coutlage, 

married one Jessie Barclay, of the House of Towie, who 

depmed but* succession worthie of memorie. 

it But, in old Scotch signifiea without, 
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James Forbes of Balfour had no succession worthie of 

memorie. 
James Forbes of Seafield had a son called litle John For_ 

bes, and a son called John Forbes, alias John with the gar­

ters, and John Forbes, brother to litle John, had a son called 

John Forbes in Keigge, whose posteritie is there yet, though 

poor. 
Sr Henrie Forbes had two sons, Wm. and John Forbes­

ses; Wm. Forbes had a son called John Forbes, in Easter 

of Fowells; John Forbes, brother to the sd. Wm. had a sone 

called Wm. Forbes, at the Inchie of Fowlis, who dyed in 

Pinkie* without successione. 

John Forbes of Easter Fowells had three sons; Du:ncan 
Forbes in Easter Balfour, James Forbes in Bithnie, and John 

Forbes at the Inchie Edinbanchorie, of qose posteritie wee 

know nothing, except Duncan Forbes in Balfour bega.t Art­

hur Forbes, and Arthur Forbes begat Duncan Forbes in 

Broomhill, Wm. Forbes in Sundiehill and John Forbes bur­

ges in Abd,, all whose posteritie bears witnes themselves, 

John Forbes in Tulloch, son to Duncan Forbes of Argeig~-

ten, married Elmslie, who did bear to him John 

Forbes of Tulloch, called Mid John, and Alaster Forbes. 

Mid John Forbes in Tulloch married Isobell, Gordon, 

who did bear to him Mid John Forbes in Tulloch, the 

second, and Duncan Forbes, who dyed without succession. 
Alexr. Forbes in Finnask, married Leslie qo did 

bear to him Wm. Forbes In Finnask, Mr. Thomas F~rbes in 

• At the battle of Pinkie, which seems to have been a fatal field to 
the clan. This account of Mr. Lumsden wa.s written within 40 years 
the battle of Pinkie. 
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Tilliekirie, Thomas Forbes in Cloack, and Alexr. Forbes in 

Tomads. 

'\Vm. Forbes in Finnask married Johnston, who 

did bear to him John Forbes of Finnnask, Pat, Ale and 

Vv m. F orbesses. 

John Forbes of Finnask married Elspet Craford, who did 

bear to him John Forbes; John Forbes his son married Iso­

bell Leslie, daughter to the Laird of K.incraigie, who did 

bear to him Vim. Forbes who did get the lands ofTilliekeirne 

from John Forbes, by way of excambion with Edinban­

chrie. 

'\Villiam For bes of Tilliekieme married Elspet Espline, Tilliekeirne 

who did bear to him John Forbes of Tilliekeime, and Wm. 
Forbes in Inchie of Culforke, · whose bairns bear witnes, 

ymselves. 

:Mr. John Forbes of Tilliekeirne married Janet \Vishart 

who did bear to him Wm. Forbes in Tilliekeirne. 

Thomas Forbes in Cloack married Isobell Burnet, daugh­
ter to Thomas Burnet in Clunie, qose posteritie is worne out. 

Alexr. Forbes, in Easter Tomads married Euphan Skeen romads 

who did beat to him long Robert Skeen. with some daugh-

tersi whose posteritie is worne out or strayed out of the 

cou&try. 

Alex. Forbes in Finnask, had a bastard son called Thom-

F b . E F 11 h . . . Finask as or es, m aster owe s, w ose postent1e 1s worne out. 

W n. Forbes in Abersunthack, married Strauch-

ine, , laughter to the pryor of Monymusk, who did bear to 

him seven sons, viz. Duncan called little Duncan; John 

called boysterous John ; Alex. called Alexr Spanger ; Nin­

ian, Arthur Gilbert, and Wm. Forbesses, also James Forbes 

a qastard gotten on Meg Lanthard. 
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Duncan Forbes, called litle Duncan, married Isabell 

Caddell, who did bear to him Thomas Forbes, called Cap­

tain Forbes, who went to France. 

John Forbes, called boysterous John, married 

,vood, w~1ose posteritie is worne out. 

Alex. Spanger was slain fishing ye watter. 
Ninian Forbes passed to France with his brother Duncan 

and dyed yr. hut succession. 

Gilbert Forbes passed to France to his brother, and was 

slain there at the seidge of a toune. 

\V m. Forbes married Blackhall, whose posteritie 

is worne:out. 
Alex. Forbes in Blairgl~ssie, married , who did 

bear to him Ingraham Forbes and John Forbes, whose pos­

teritie is worne out. 

Thus having spoken of Duncan Forbes of Argeighten, 

second sor.1 to Sr John Forbes of Tolquhon, fol­

lowes to speake of his third sone called David 

feddan. 

David Forbes, called David feddan, son to Sir 

Forbes of Tolquhon, called Sir John the Bellame, ha.d a son 

who was called \Villiam ble, who was slain att the Hutxter 

steine : the sd. ble \Villie had two sons ; one called Henrie 

Forbes, burges in Abd. and ane oyre. called John Forbes, 

(alias) John of the Tun. 

T!ms having spoke of the posteritie of the first Sr 

John of Tolquhon, followes to speake of the col­

laterall lin~s of the second Sr John of Tolq u hon, 

viz. of David Forbes cf E :sie, ar.:1 Ifrnrii! Forbes 

of Logie. 
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David Forbes of Essie, son to young Sr John Forbes of Essie 

Tolquhon, had a son called Alex. Forbes, in Essie: the sd. 

Alex. in Essie had three sons, viz .• '\lex. Forbes in Essie, 

John Forbes in Litle Auchmacoy, and John Forbes in Rora 

Alex. Forbes in Essie dyed in Pinkie, and left behind 

him John Forbes in Essie : John Forbes of Little Auchma­

coy dyed, and left behind him Alex. Forbes in Balgonie. 

John Forbes in Rora had a son called John ............. . 

In the next place follo\\'·e.s to speake of Henrie For­

besot Logie third son to you'lg John ·Forbes. 

Henrie Forbes of Logie, son to young Sir John Forbes of Logie 

Tolquhon, married Midletoune, who did bear to 

him Alexr. and Andrew Forbesses. 

Alexr Forbes, eldest son to Henrie of Logie, married 

Chalmer of Balbethan, his daughter, who did bear to him 

Henrie Forbes, of Thainstone and ,v m. Forbes. 

Henrie Forbes of Thainstone married Mowat, <laugh- Thalnston• 

ter to Balquhallie, qo did bear to him \Vm. Forbes of Thain-

stone ; she being dead, he married Tilliedaff, daugh-

tar do the Laird of Rainestone, who did bear to him Mr. 

AleX: Gilbert and Arthur F orbesses. 

Andrew Forbes, son to Henrie Forbes of Logie, had a son 

called Arthur Forbes of Tarlowie. 

Arthur Forbes of Tarlowie married and begat a son called 

Mr. James Forbes, ia Easter Echt . 
._ 

Willian: Forb:.::s, eldest sonc: to Henrie Forbes of Thain-

stone: married Christian Gor(bne, daughter to Pat. Gordon 
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of Auchindore, relict to the Laird of Lessendrum, who did 

bear to him Forbes of Thainstone. 

For bes of Thainstoun married Leslie, <laugh-
er to the Laird of W ardhouss, who did bear to him Hendrie 

For bes of Thainstoune, who married For bes, <laugh 

ter to the Laird of Corss, "rho did bear to him James and 
Pat Forbesses: the said Henrie dyed reskewing Heartie 
Kerle, ~ king of Sweden ; the sd. James and Pat are yet in 

Sweden; also, the sd Forbes of Thainstoun, father 

to Henrie, after the deceass of Wardhouss' daughter, he 

married Grant, Ballandalach's daughter, whose 
posteritie, when they becam men, went out of Scotland: 
that wee have no memorie of them. 

In the next place followes to speake of John Forbes 
of Bandley, brother to \Vm. Forbes of Tolquhon 
and son to Alex. Forbes of Tolquhon, and to Eli­

son Andersone. 

John Forbes of Blandley married Elizabeth Keith, daugh­
krto \-Vm. Keith of Tulloch who bear to him Duncan Forbes, 

provost of Inverness, and Laird of Collodne, and John For­
bes, recent of the guards, who married Madam de ~leakiey, 
and Pat. Forbes, called black Pat. Forbes, baillie in lnver­
urie. 

Duncan Forbes of Collodene married Janet Forbes, 
daughter to Corsen<lae, who did bear to him John Forbes 

* This is printed correctly from the manuscript : perhaps', Knlc 
denoter.pharl~. of which name, at that period, there had been many 
s wedish kings. 
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of Collodene, Captain John Forbes, and Capt. Duncan For­

bes in Inverness, and two daughter~, the eldest married to 

Bayllie of Dunyean, an:l the second to Cluny M'Pherson. 

Black Patrick Forbes, his second brother, married Barbara 

B:i.rd:iy, dau;;hter to '\Valter Barclay of Drimdelgie, who did 

bear to him bairns qo. bear witnes ymselves. 

Mr. Alex. Forbes of Aredo· married Hunter, 

daughter to Sam~el. Hunter, appothecary in Edr. qo. bear to 

him bairns qo. witnes 1 b.:~.iselves. 

Thus in the next place followes to speake of John 

Forbes of Pitnacadell, Mr James Forbes of Kna­
pemay, Mr '\Valter Forbes of AuchreJie, Patrick 

Forbes. burges in Abd sons to \Vm. Forbes Of 

Tolquhon, who married Lesmoir's daughter, and 
brethren to \Vm. Forbes of Tolquhon. 

John Forbes -of .Pitnacaddell, married Hay, 

daughter to Hay of Brunthill, who did bear to him- John Pitnacaddell 

Forbes of Pitnacaddell, Al.· Forbes and \Vm. Forbes of 

Tom1:>eg, Livetenant Collonel George Forbes, with some 

daughters, all qch .. bear witnes them:elves. 

John Forbes of Pittnacaddell married Christian Johnson 

daug;:1ter to the L. of Caskieben. who did bear to him John 

Fortes, qo de.parted · without issue ; .A.lex. Fraser of Bai­

logie, James Forbes· of -Pitnacadddl; ~Ir GeoTge Forbes, 
minister att Tragner, and ,vm. Forbe$ in , w;th two 

<laughters ;~Margaret married to :t!r A'itx. Ronah.l, mir.ister 

at Aberdour; and Christia;-: to \Ym. Forbes in .l.uchlyne. 
R 
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Mr James Forbes of Knapernay married Hay, 
daughter to Crimonmogat, qo. did bear to him Wm. Forbes 
of Knapernay ; Janet Forbes married to George Dalgardno 

of Perthill; Margaret Forbes married to John Forbes of 

Ardmurdo ; Elspet Forbes married on Mr William Forbes of 

Morthlock ; Isabell Forbes married on John Gordon of 
Abashie. 

Wm. Forbes of K.napemay married Jean Johnston, daugh­
ter to the Laird of Caskieben, and did bear to him bairns 
who bear witnes themselves. 

Mr Walter Forbes of Achredy married Meldrum, 
daughter to Auchinhuve, who bear to him Thomas Forbes 
of Achredy, who married Marjorie Gordon daughter to 
N eithermure. 

In the nixt place followes to speake of the successione 
of George Forbes of Craigie ~nd Thomas Forbes 
of Watertoune, and Wm, Forbes of Fenzies, who 
were bairns begotten of the Laird of Tolquhon 

and Janet Ogilvie, daughter to the Laird of Ba11ff. 

George Forbes of Craigie married Chein, who did 
bear to him Wm. Forbes of Craigie, and Alex. Forbes. 

Wm. Forbes of Craggie married Isobell Seaton, daughter 

to Wm. Seaton ofMinnes whose bairns bear witness yruselves. 
Alex. Forbes, brother to Cragie, married Anna, Skeen, 

daughter to Robert Skeen, burges in Abd who did bear to 
him bairns who bear witnes themselves. 

Thomas Forbes of Watertoune, married H. Ramsay, 
daughter to the Laird of Bamaine, who did bear to him Sr~ 

John Forbes of ,vatertoune. with diversea ofr. bairn,~ qc•. 
bear witnes themselves. 
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Sr. John Forbes of Watertoune married Gordon 

daughter to the Laird of Haddo, who did bear to him 

Thomas Forbes of Watertouue, with diverss oyr. bairns qo­

bear witnes themselves. 
Th.omas Forbes of W,1.tertoune married Elizabeth Nicol­

sone, daughter to Sr. George Nicolson of Balcaskie 

Mr Wm. Forbes of Fenzies married Sinclair, 

daughter to Sinclair of Harmston, qo. did bear to 

him two bairns ; one married to Gil. Skeen burges in 

Abd. and Jean married to John Ing··abam, burges in Abd .. 

Thus having spoke of the succession or Sr John 
Forbes of Tolquhon, knight, let us begine att the 
fourth brother, Alaster cam Forbes of Brux, who 
being ·in great adversitie with the Earl of Mar, 
throught the sla.ughter of Mouat, Laird of Aber 

geldie, after great troubles, as sd is, the sd. Alaster 

cam again in favour with the sd. Earle. who gave 

him in marriage the daughter of Sr Henrie Camron, 

heretrix of the ·lands of Brux, together with the 

Daach of Glencourie and Glencarvie. 

Alaster cam, got on his wife two sons, viz. John For bes 
with die sleick hair, called the whit Laird, and Duncan Alaster Cam 

Forbes of Drummalachie. 

John Forbes with the sleick hair, called the whyt Laird JohD Forbes 

married Elizabeth Gordon, daughter to Alex. Gordon of 

Caimburrow, and got on her four daughters; one mar . 

. ried on \Vm. Forbes of Davan the second on John Forbes 

of Clu1ny; the third on \-Vm. Forbes of Terpersie; the 4th 

on ~ymoa Grant; which <laughter- should have succeeded ti, 
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the Laird of Brux, 1)ut were put by, as I shall show after ; 

and the sd. Alaster had a son called John Forbes of the 

Old John Forbes Cults, and ane oy'r. son called Thomas Forbes, alias Tom 

To°! ~;\te Loch of the Loch, gotten both of ane gentlewoman called Stew­
art ; as to ye succession of the four daughters, they are not 

John Forbes 

worthie of rehe-irsall, except the succession of Wm. Eorbes 

of Davan, which I have spoken in the description of Sr Wm 

Forbes of Pitsligo·s posteritie. 

As to the successione of Duncan Forbes of Drumalachie, 

second son to A.laster cam, we shall speake thereof in his 

owne place, according to our methode ; and first we go on 

with the lineall descent of the Laird of Brux. 

The sd Dnncan Forbes of Drumalachie falling to be air 

to his brother, John with the sleick hair, called the whit~ 

Laird of Brux, since the said John had no airs male, but 

daughters, as s~id is: the sd. Duncan of Drumalachie mar­

ried Bessie Crichtone, daughter to the Laird of Conland, 

who did bear tu him three sons and ane daughter ; the name 
of the eldest son was called William For bes of Litle Kildri­

mie, who was predecessor of the house of Towie; the name 
of the second was John Forbes, called the glyed Laird of 

Brux, of whom is descended the house of Brux ; the name 
of the third, Mr John Forbes, parsone of Forbes; the 

name of the d.1ughter was Agnes Forbes, married on the 

Laird of Auchjnhove Dugat: as also the said Duncan had 

two bastards, viz. Alexander Forbes of Drumalachie, alias 

Alex. Fiesker; altho' \Villiam Forbes of Kildrimmie was 

eldest sone to Duncan of Drumalachie, yet for our method's 

sake, to carrie doune our right line of the house of Erux, we 

· speake first of John Forbes of Brux, called the f;lyd Laird. 

John Forbes of Brux, alias the glyd Laird, seco~d s~ne to 
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Duncc.1n of Drumalachie, married Agnes Forbes <laughkr t'> 

Arthur Forbes of Reires, who did bear to him Bessie Forbes 

Lady of Echt, and after the deceass of the sd. Agnes, the 

sd. glyed John married Mary Gordon, daughter to Robert 

Gordon of Fetterlester, and one of his airs ; who did bear to 

him A lex. Forbes, Laird of Brex, and Margaret and Janet 
Forbesses. 

Alexander Forbes, Lair•l of Brux, sone to glyed J oh.1, Alex. Ft rhc•s 

married· :Marjorie Forbes, daughter to John Lord Forbes, who 

did bear to him John Forbes of Brux, Alex. Forbes of 

8inahard. \Vm. Forbes of , and Dgncan Forbes of 

Byth. 

NoTA.--The above-named Margaret Forbes, married one 
Thomas Gordon of Kinaldie, and Janet her sister was mar 

ried to John F-:lrhe!) of Baiiluig. 

John Forbes of Brux, eldest sone to .Alexander Forbes, Job Forhe■ 
marriell Forbes, chughter to Alexander Forbes o( 

Pitsligo, called the rd<l Laird, who did bear to him John 

Forbes of Brux, Alex. Ro:)C!rt, James, \,Vm. and Duncan 

For Lesses. 

John Forbes of Bmx, married Elspet Gordon, daughter John Forbes 

to Auchme1uie, who did bear to him John Forbes of Brux 

John Forbes of Brux married Isobell Gordon, daughter to John Forbes 

C' n>rdon of Cairn borro\,;, who did bear to him 

Arthur :F()rbes of Brnx, John, Patrick, Mr Wm. and Adam 

Fnrbesses : the sd. John, Patrick, l\Ir \Vm. had no successi­
one; with divers daughters-the one married on the Laird 

of Barns, and after Barns' <leceass, she was married to Cow­

bine, in 1\[mray; ane other married to Concardie Burnet : 

Adam Forbes marrie<l to Jean Strachan, daughter to the 

parsone of Ki near den, whos~ posteritie he:1r witne:-;s them 
selves. 
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Arthur Forbes Arthur Forbes of Brux married Elizabeth Murray, daughter 

Sinahard 

Byth 

to Capt Patrick 1lurray of Auchinhuive, who did bear to 

him bairns who bear witnes themselves. 

Thus having spoken of the right line of John Forbes 
' Laird of Brux, followes to speake of his collateral1 

line; John begat Alex. and .Alex. begat John of 

Brox; Alex. in Sinahard, Wm. in Savock; and 

Duncan in Byth; with three daughters: one mar­

ried to the Laird of Glenkindie, ane other to Mr 

Walter ,vilsone, a third on to John Burnet, burges 

in Aberdeen : of John Forbes of Brux a1.nd his 

successione, alreadie spoken : nixt to the rest of 
the bairns_ 

Alex. Forbes of Sinahard married Forbes, 

daughter to Alex. Forbes of Towie. 

Wm. Forbes of Sapock ma1ried the relict of David Gor-

don of Saack, and thereafter married Keith daugh-

ter of Clachria, and dyed without successione of either of 

them. 

Duncan Forbes of Byth, married Turvine daughter to 

the Laird of Foveran, who did bear to him John Forbes of 

Byth, Mr Duncan Forbes, minister of Pitsligo, and Thoma.i 

Forbes, who, with their posterity, bear witnes themselves. 

Thus having spoken of John Forbes of Brux, who 
married Pitsligo9s daughter, and of his eldest 

sone, John Forbes of Brux, nixt followes to speake 

of the rest of his bairns, viz. of Alex. Forbes of 

Gellen, of Robert, DunGan, James, and \Vm. 

Forbesses, with four daughter~. 
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.. \1exander Forbes in Gellen married Forbes, Gellon 

daughter to George For bes of Byth, who did bear to him 

Alex. Forbes, who died i11 Germany, wt'out succession, wt. 
two daughters-one married on Tho:nas Forhes of Grant 

holme, ane oy'r. to Duncan Forbes of Broomhlll; Duucan 

Forbes dyed without succession. 

\Vm. Forbes dyed without successione. 

Robert Forbes married ye Laird of Rires' dau6hter, 

who did bear to him Mr John Forbes, Robert and Dunc:1n 

For?Jesses, qch Robert ~nd Dunc:m dyed wt'out succession 

Mr John Forbes marded Rickard, daughter to 

Rickard, burges in Abd. who did bear to him Marjorie For­
bes who was married to Pitfoddells. 

The sd. John Forbes had t,vo bastard sons-one called 
· ble ,villie, and ane oy"r called Alex. Forbes of the Oard. 

Thus having spoke of the lineall and collateral! line 

of John Forbes of Brux, in the nixt place followes 

to speake of little Kildrummie. 

\Vm. Forbes of little Kildrummie, eldest son to Duncan Kildrumie 

Forbes of Drumalachie, married Katharine Seaton, daughter 

to the Laird of Meldrum, who did bear to him Alex. Forbes 

of Towie, Mr John Forbes of Barns, Wm. Forbes of Ard-

murdo, with diverss bairns, gotten on Elizabeth, out of 

marriage, but thereafter married her on his death-bed, and 

made the sd. bairns lawful, viz. young John Forbes, who 

was slain at Pinkie, and had no succession, an<l Thomas 

For'!Jes, who passed into Ross, whose succession remains yr. 
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yet; arnl \Vm. Forbes dyt ... <l in Ahergonie, whose successio:1 

rc.:mains ther yet ; As also the said \V m. Forbes of Kildrum­
mie, hade two bastard sons, whose mother was caHeJ Gle!1· 

nic, \'iz. John Forbes, called French John, who ,lye<l in 

A ber~unthock ; the oy'r called Duncan, who passed to 

Strathnaver, whose i:-ucce~,ione is v'r as vet. 
J ., 

The said \Vm. Forbes of K.ildrummie had also four dau~h­

ters; the eldest married on Th,n1as Strauchine of L~nturk ; 

the second on Alex. Leslie ot ,v.trdhou~s ; the 3nl on 

\Valkr Innes of Toucks, who3e succession is yr. as yet. 

The sd Alex. Forbes of Towie, son to the sd. Wm. mar-

fowie ried Christian Barclay, daughter to the Laird of Towie Bar­
clay, who did hear to him one daughter, Margaret. who was 

married on the Laird of Cults Forbes, who did bear to hiln 

ane daughter called Elspet Forbes; and after the sd. Chris. 

tian·s death, the s,i. .'\lex. Forbes of T,_·>wie married J an~t 
Gordon, daughter to Patrick Gordon of Hadrlo, who did 

John Forbes 

bear to him John Forbes of Towie, Alex. and Wm. For­

besses, and Duncan Forbes in Findlost. James Foru~s in 
Tooley, and Pat. Forbes, with Katherine, who was mairi-..:d 
on George Gordon of Lesmoir, and Elizabeth, who was 

married on John Cal will of A.sloune ; the succession of the 

rest not worthie of memorie. 

John Forbes of Towie married Grant, <laugh-
ter to John Grant of Bandallach, who did bear to him a son 

who was unmerciful\ie murdered in the castell of Corgaffo, 
and after the deceas~ of Bandallach's daughter, the s<l. John 
Forbes married llargaret Campbell, daughter to Sr John 

Campbell of Calder, knight, who tlid bear him 3 sons-Alex. 

Forbes of Towie, John Forbes, y'rafter of Towie, and ,v m. 
Forbes. 



55 

Alexander Forbes of T•>wie m irried Eliz.1.beth F -.>r!1es Alex. Forb~a 
dau6hter to Mr Dunc:m Forbes of Monymusk, and yr'after 

to the Laird of Glenkindie ; and ye sd. Alex. Forbes dyed 

but successione: al:;o ye sd John F~r~es of Towi~, after th~ 

murder of M:1rg1r-!t C.1.mµ!Jell, m.trri..!d Forbes, 

c1aughter to the Reires, who rhd be1r to him Arthur Forbes, 

1..ivetenant Colon ell Mackay,* who dyed in Germ1nie, with 

his sor,, Capt. Arthur ; after the death of the s<l. Ale~ Forbes 

of Towie, John F orhes, hi~ second l>rother, succeeded to ye 

land, qch John Forbes m,rrie,l Sumner, daughter 

to the Laird of Bro1<lie who di;J bear to him i:\.!ex. Forbes, 

of Towie, called bla.ck .Arthur of Tmvie. ln the 

person of the sd .A lex. the sucession of ye houss of Towie 
failled; '\Villiam Forbes, dyed but succession; the rest of ye 
sd Margaret Campbell's bairns, with herself, were unmerci­

fullie murdered in the castle of Corgaffe. 

Duncan Forbes, in Findlest, married a daughter of James 

Gordon of Leshmoir. 

James Forbes of Tondley married Agnes Calder, <laugh 
ter to John Calder of Aslouue, who did bear to him John 

For~es of Forchlie, and James Forbes, qo. went to Dantzick, 

and never returned. John Forbes of Forchlie married 

Elspd Forbes, daughter to Rot. Forbes, brother to Brux, 

who diJ. bear to him Arthur Forbes ( called Arthur of Over­

Iowie ). and Alex. and Rot. Forbesses, whose bairns bear 

witnes ymseJ ves. 
The sd. John Forbes had a brother, qo. was a bastard, 

called \V m. Forbes of Ardgeight. 
Mr John Forbes of Barnes: brother to the said Alex. of Barnes 

* This certainly indicate! an identity in the names of ~.,orbcs and 
Mackay. 

T 



56 

Towie, married Bt!ssie Leith, heretrix of the half lands of 

Barnes, who <.lid bearto him James, ,vm. Duncan, and John 

Forbesses 
James Forbes, el<lest son to ye sd. John, dyed in Pinkie, 

and \Vm. Forbes succeeded him, who married Lundie, 
daughter to the L;iinl of Bonname, who did bear to him. 

Wm. Forbes of Ardmurdo, third so'l to ,vm. Forbes of 

Kildrimie, married Margaret Lundie, Lady Airdes, who did 

bear to him John Forbes of Ardmur<lo; the· sd John Forbes 

of Ardmurdo married Graham, daughter to the 

Laird of Morphie, who did bear to him Mr Alex. Forbes 

bishop of Abd. and John Forbes of Ardmurdc- ; JohnFor 
bes of .Ardmurdo married Forbes, daughter to 
John Forbes of Towie, who Jid bear to him John Forbes 
of Ardmurdo and Isabell Forbes, who was married to David 
Farqrson of B.ilfedie. 

John Forbes of Ardmurdo married Forbes daugh-

ter to Knapernay, who did bear to him bairns who bear 

witnes themselves. 

Mr Alex. Forbes, bishope of Aberdeen, married Christian 

Straton, daughter to the Laird of Crigie, who bear to him 

\Vm. Forbes, Collonell Alex. Forbes, Mr John Forbes par­

son of Auchterless, Rot. Forbes, Capt. Arthur Forbes, 

George Forbes and Bernard Forbes, of whose succession· yr. 

is no mention, with three daughters -Marjorie married on 

Andrew Straton of '\Varbeton Isabell on George Forbes of 

Alathens ; Jean married to Mr Rot. Lighton, son to the 
Laird oi Ussine. 

Thus having spoken of Alaster cam his sons, with 

Sr Henrie Cannon's dau6hter, in the nixt place 
followes to be spoken of the two sons which he 
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1,e~ot on the ge.1tle\vom m Cllle.1 Stewart, to witt, 
of John Forbes aud Tho~as Forbes. And first 

of John. 

John Forhe~, son to Alaster c1m, m:i.rried Katherine 

Co'..lts, who dill bear to him Duncan ~nd John Forb~sses. 

Duncan Forbes married Marjorie Gordon, rdict to 
Thomas Lumsden of Cushnie, who did bear to him two 
<hn6hters-one aurricd to \Vn1. Gonion (called Wm. with 

the heacl); the other married on Duncan Tands ; the sd. 

Daac:1.·1 JyeJ wi_tll'.Jut issae. . 

John F,>rbes, broth:!r t:> the sd Dua:;in ( c1lle<l John of 

God's grace), who marri~d Christian Forbes, relict of Alex. 

Lindsay, who did l>car to him John and Duncan Forbesses, 
and ane daughter called Christian. 

John Forbes dyed youn~ without succession. 

Duncan Forbes succeeded t•J ye h:ilt of the land~ of Cults 

and was called Baron of Cults. 

Duncan Forbes ot Cults marrieJ Marg1ret Forbe~, daugh­
ter to the Laird of Towie, who clid bear to him Elspet For• 

bes, qch Elspet succeeded to the half lands of Cults, and 

she marrieJ P .1.trick For;>e~, son to P .it. Forbes of Corss 

of whose successione wee have sp~ken of alreadie in the 

genealogie of the houss of Corss ; Christian Forbes, mother 

to the Baron of Cults aforesaid her husband (John of Gon·~ 

grace) being killed at Flowdowne, married James Douglas 

of Tillequhillie, and airecl his land. 

This John, called old John, had a brother called young 
John; who was his mother, I am not certain. 

Young John Forbes ha.cl a son called \Vill of Glencarvie ; 

old \Vm. Forbes h:Hl <liverss sons, such as Andrew Forbes, 

Tilliehanloff, John E-' or bes in N t!Wtoune ot Brux, James 



Echt 
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Mulraik's father. John Forbes in N ewtoune, to his sons 
' Sinker, Sandie, Sr Duncan Forbes, wt some oy'rs, whose 

posteritie is worne out 

Thomas Forbes, the oy'r son to Alaster cam, calle1.l Thom 
in the Loch, m.trried Marj1>rie Skw:ut, brother·s daught~r 

to tllc E1.rl of Mar, her~tri.t of th.! lan.Js of E..:ht, who did 
bear to him 3 sons, viz. .A.lex. elder, Alex. younger, a'ld 

John Forbes, c1lled John Ower. 

Alexander, elder, married to Skeen, sister to 

Gilbert Skeen of that ilk, who did be.u to him one son 

Called John Forl>c~, with three <laughkrs-onc n11rried to 
Robert Stewart, son to Robert Stewart of Laithers; anc oy'r 

to AleL Morison, and 2.fter his deceass, on Donald Shand ; 
the 3rd married to Alex. Riock, and yr'after to Alex. Bumet 

of Leys. 
John Forbes of Echt, son to Alex. Elder, married Mar• 

garet Stewart, sister to Rot. Stewart of I .,aithers, w·ho did 

bear to him eight sons, viz. Alexander, \Vm. John, Rot 
Alex. James, Thomas, and Gilbert Forbesses, with two 

daughters : one married to \Vm. Cumine, and }'r'after to 
Richard Irvine of Colerlie ; the oy'r. married to one \Y m. 

'Wiseman. 
Alexander Forbes of Echt son to John :Forbes, married 

Gordon, daughter to John Gordon of Innerma.rkie, 
who did bear to him Rot. Forbes of Echt. 

As to the succession of the rest of the seven breth­

ren above mentioned, in their own place ; only 

first we go on with the lineall descent of the houss 

of Echt, according to our method. 

Robert Forbes of Echt married Bessie Forbef, daughter 
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<i , o:- t-o f JohnJiForbes of BI'\l.~.~tw ,di<l bear to him seven sons, 

II 1Viz. JohtiiAlex. -Robert, l~fr \Vm. 11:r Arthur, James an~ 
•·; ,··• Joh~ Foi:be§~, iand1one daughter married on Wm. Chein 

0£ ... i\..mage ; .. and iafter the deceass of Brux daughter, the sd 

Robert married Cout-f;, daughter to Donald Couts 

of Colerlie ; John and Alex. F orbesses, sons to the above 

Alex.; Robert dyed, both unmarried, so that the succession 

fell to Robert, third son to the above Alex. Robert. 

Robert Forbes of Echt married Janet Fraser, daughter to Robert. 
the Laird of Duire~, and relict of John Chein of Arnage 

who did bear to him John Forbes, Laird of Echt, with a 

daughter called Barbara, who was married to James Gordon 
sone to George Gordon of Lesmorr, and yr· after to Gilbert 
Skeen, son to the Laird of Skeen. 

John Forbes of Echt, son to the sJ. Robert, married John 

Helen Strauchin, daughter to the Laird of Thomtoune, who 

did bear to him John Forbes; and both the Johns, father 

and son, dyed without succession: the estate fell by lyne to 

Mr Arthur Forbes, who was married to Bessie Lyon, relict 

of John Master of For bes, who dyed without succession. 

Mr Arthur Forbes married Margaret Burnet, daughter to Mr Arthur-· 

the Laird of Lyes, who bear to him Robert Forbes,"who, 

after his father, Mr Arthur's death, fell to be Laird of 

Echt. 

Robert Forbes of Echt married . .. , . Burnet <laugh Robert 

ter to the Laird of Lyes, who did bear to him Arthur Forbes 

of Echt, and Capt. Thomas Eoribes of Knockwharnie. 

Arthur Forbes of Echt married Anna Forbes, daughter to Arthur 

the Lord Forbes, .. ~h~ did . be~r to him bairns qo. bear 

witnes ymselves. 
u 



60 

Thus having spoken of Alex. Forbes, eldest son of 

th~ eight sons of John Forbes of Echt, followes 

to speake of the collaterall lyne of sd. John Forbes 
viz. of his oy'r. seven sons : and first of Wm. his 
second son. 

William Forbes dyed in Flowdowne, without succession. 
John Forbes, the third son, married Strauchan, daughter 

to the Laird of Lenturk. who did bear to him Aex. Forbes 
in Tillechink, and bis brother Wm. Forbes. 

Robert Forbes, the fourth brother married 
Fraser, daughter to the Laird of Doars, who did bear to him 
Ale-x. George, Wm. and Arthur Forbesses. 

Alexander, the fyfth brother, married Caddell 
daughter to the Laird of Asloune, who did bear to him. 

Thomas Forbes, the sext brother, married Chreigh-
.ton, daughter to the Laird of Conland. 

Gilbert Forbes dyed unmarried. 

James Forbes, the eight brother, roamed Gordon, 
<laughter to Gordon of Invermarkie. 

Thus having spoken of John Forbes of Echt his eight 
sons, followes to speake of the collaterall lyne of 

Rt>bert Forbes of Echt, who married Brux daugh­

ter, who did bear to him seven sons, alreadie 

spoken of, John, Alex. Wm. and Mr Arthur, rests 
to speake of James Forbes, qo. married 
Skeen, daughter to the Ld. of Skeen, qo. did bear 

to him Mr Rot. Forbes of Finnersit-Jr. and minister, 
,of Echt, with some oy'r. brethren, who dyed 
.without succession. 

4 Thu1 word ia spelt three different ways in same page. which 
-may be remarked of many other worda in Mr Lumsden'» work. 
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lf r Rot. Forbes forsd. married Arbuthnott, who 
did bear to him Mr A.lex. Forbes of Finrassie, with divers 
daughters; one married to Robert Dugal, son to the Laird 
of Auchfnhuife. 

Mr Alexander Forbes of Findrassie married 
Simpson, daughter to Wm. Simpson, burges in Edin burg, 
who did bear to him bairns qt. bear witnes ymselves. 

John Forbes, the youngest of the seven bretheren, married 
Fraser, daughter Mr George Fraser, who did bear 

to him John Forbes, called John of West &ht, and Rot. 
Forbes. 

In the next place followes to speake of John Forbes 
called John ower, third son to Thomas Forbes, 
called Thom in the Loch, which John married 
Garioch, with whom he got the lands of Tilliegonie 
who did bear to him Duncan Forbes, called John 
ower's son. 

Duncan Forbes, called Duncan John ower's son, married 
Skeen, daughter to the Laird of Skeen, who did bear 

to him John Forbes, called John with the ha' slang. 

John Forbes, called John with the ha' slang, married 
Turing, daughter to the Laird of Foverane, who 

did bear to him John Forbes of Tilliegonie. 

John Forbes of Tilliegonie married Dumbrek, 
daughter to the Laird of Drumbrek who did bear to him ... , .. 

Thus having spoken of John ower, third son to Tom 
in the loch, &rid his succession, in the nixt place 
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followes to speake of Alex. Forbes, son to Tom in 
the loch, called Alex. younger. 

Alexander Forbes, younger, had a son called James For­

bes in Lane, with oy'r, who was ane broken man, whose 
succession is not worthie of memorie. 

James Forbe, in Larie had 3 sons; Wm. John, and Alex 
called meikle San<lie of Stradie, 

William Forbes, called Wm. of Keithmarre, married 

Gordon, qo. did bear to him John Forbes, qo. dyed with­
out succession, and Wm. Forbes of Keith More, and Mr 
James Forbes, reader in Tillieness, with divers oy'r bairns. 

John Forbes, son to James Forbes of Larie, had a son 
called Scots Sandie. 

Alex, Forbes, called meikle Sandie, in Stradie. 

This being spoken of .c\.laster cam of Brux, now rests, 

to speake of three bastard sons to Sr Iohn Forbes. 
knight of Driminor, to-wit, Duncan, called. evill 

Duncan, Malcolm, and John out with the sword : 

and first of evill Duncan. who was predecessor of 

the houss of Auchintoull. 

Duncan Forbes, called evil Duncan of Auchiotoull, Ob­
tained the lands of Auchintoull frae ane brother of the Earle 
of Marr, called Durvet ; and c.fter he had possessed the s d. 
lands a long tyme, he departed but lawful succession, except 
two daughters ; one married on Haughton Cadden; the 
other on a gentleman in the Meims, called Rait. The 
posteritie of the daughter who married Caddell, bruiks the 
haill lands of Auchir toull, as yet the oy' t half :pertaining to 
Rait. 
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Thomas Forbes, bastard son to the sd. Duncan, medled 

with the same but litle, and his posteritie bruiks the same in 

maner, as is known, and the sd. Duncan had ane bastard 

called Jean Forbes, who w~ married on David Don1ldsons, 
of whom descended ·the houss of Clandavie. 

Thomas Forbes, bastard, as sd. is, married ane gentle­

woman, called Christian Fraser, and got on her ane good 

man, who has been stout in that houss since he departed, 

called George Forbes, who bade seven or eight sons, whose 

succession and works I will not tire me ~o writt, nor the 

reader to rehearss. 

George Forbes of A.uchintoull, married Bessie Leslie, 
daughter to Sr Wm. Leslie of Balquhan, and got on her 
Alex. Forbes of Auchintoull, l\ir Wm. Forbes, John Forbes· 
in Asloune, with some daughters to. witt, the Ladie Auchin­
huive and the Ladie BlackhalL 

Alexander Forbes of Auchintoull, son to George Forbes, 

married Seaton, daughter to the Laird of Meldrum 

and got on her James Forbes of Auchintoull, Wm. Forbes 

of Carnaverain, and Thomas Forbes ; John Forbes in 

Asloune, dyed but successione, except two daughters, Qne 

married on Wm. Norie in Fintray, the oy'r on Allan Grant. 
Mr \Vm. Forbes, son to George Forbes, married ~1argaret 

Rutherfoord, and got on her .i\ir George Forbes of Byth, ,vm 
Forbes in Danaigk, alld John Forbes in Badiach, with three 

daughters, whose posteritie is not worthie of memorie, except 

Normand Leslie, gotten on the youngest daughter be John 

Leslie of Balquhanie. 

Mr George Forbes of Byth married Bannerman, daughter 

to the L. of \Vattertoune, and got on her ane daughter 

married on Al Forbes of Gollan. 
y 
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Wm. Forbes in Dantzigk his successione, to me uncertaine 

by reason of the great distance betwixt our dwellings. · John 

Forbes of Broadhaugh, his successione not worthie of mem 

orie. James For bes in A uchintoull, . sone to Alex. of 
Auchintoull, mai:.ried Margaret Lesly, daughter to the.Laird 

of Balquhoin, who did bear to him Alex. Forbes of Auchin-. . . : . .. . . 

toull, Wm .. Geo~ge and T~omas. Forbe~ses : Wm. George 
dyed but _su~cessione; Alex. ·Forbes of Auchintoull, sone to 

James Forbes, married Buchan, daughter to the Laird of 

Auchmacoy, who did bear to him. 

Wm. Forbes of Caimcoullie married Janet Gairoch, and 

got on h~r Alex. Forbes of Caimcoullie, and Tho~as :. his 
brother Thomas dyed without successione : some of the 

posterity of Alexander went to Caithness,. as one .Arthur 

who married the Laird Dunibeith Sinclair's daughter. 

This having spoken of the f yve btethren forsd; I will 

speake something to forder the purpose of Mal­

come Forbes, who lived ryatously in Strathdone, 

Glenbucket, and thorogt of the Highland country. 

Malcome Forbes, when he had spended his tyme with 

ryatous living, and in spending the geir, departed and left 

behind him a sone called "John, and in the Highland maner 

called him John Malcomson, who succeeded his father in 

geir · and maners, thought it honest and profitable. to bruik 

such· possessions as his father ha<le in handling, and: 

speci~ll the Bailliary of Bremarr, through the which, conten-: 
tion raise betwixt him and the Keyrs, of Rothiemurchus, 

wher he was slaine. be the forsd. Keyrs, --at ane place called 
Craigland, and left b~hind him th~ee so:ns to-witt.,._ Robert, 

Alex. and Malcome; Robert dyed-. but ;·successioµe; exc.ept 
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ane daughter only, who . was mother. afterward . to :· George 

Keith t.he :outlaw. 

Alex. bade ane sone; of. whom I tyre me to wroitt. 
:Malcome had four sons gotten on the Laird .Leyes <laugh 

· ter, Burnet, viz. John Forbes of Culquhany, Robert of 
Buchan, James Forbes .of Leidmacoy, and Peter F-orbes of 
Argeight, and ane gotten on N aime, called William in 

Newe 
John Forbes of Culquhary married Abercombie 

who did bear to him Robert Forbes, married Bisset, daugh­

ter to the Laird of Lessen dry. 

James Forbes of Lerdmacoy married a daughter of 
Findlay :Farqrson's; Peter of Argeght manied Keith. 

This~ being spoken of the six brethren forsd. I will 
make~a,r__,rehearsall of the seventh, called John 

Forbes, alias John out with the sword. 

John Forbes, called John out with the sword, ane man of 

broken life, being informed against of great extortion, it came 

to the king's ears, who wrote to Sir Alexander Forbes ofDri­

minor, to put.remedie therin, and if he would not, he would 

charge others to the same effect, and upon this witting, Sr 

Alex. Forbes took him at the kirk of Forbes, and strack of 

his~ head, and~cause_yerd him behind the church and sett 

his:grave about with tippet stones, where it remains as yet 
to testifie the same. 

Now have I written this with my hand 

At John Maister of Forbes' command: 

That thing he promised me I have won 

A good hand-bow or a long gunn. 

Culquh&rie 

Buchan 

Leidmacoy 

Argight 

Mr Lumsden' 
Gloss 
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Or forbears, Lord or Knigbt, 
With manhood and wisdom keeped · their right. 
I pray to God to give us grace, 
Ilk man according to bis place, 
To keep the broit our elders wane, 
And end with honor as they begane. 
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THE Editor, who has given a few notes to the Genealogy, 

may add a rell}~k which will every where, in perusing that 
treatise, strike the reader as just, viz. that there is not in the 
whole the smallest attempt to exaggerate·or paint the plain 

facts, in brighter colours than they naturally bear ; so far 
from anything like this being the case, it is certain, that the 
narativ.e is remarkably homely and honest, and devoid of the 
smallest artifice, partiality, .or eulogy; and that had the 

author pleased, he had full grounds for very ample embellish­
ment, for it is a fact, that no one family distinguished itself 
in by far the most glorious period of Scotch history, the 
'' BRUCE DAYS,>' more than the Family of Forbes. Mr 
Lumsden has evidently written, not to indulge any vanity to 
which the Master of Forbes might incline, bnt to give him 
an accurate knowledge of the connections and descents of 

the families allied to his own house. Independent of the 
notices already stated, we find that {as Mr Lumsden says) 

though the whole surname of the ForLes was inlat"ked (or put 

hors de combat) at the dreadful surprise and slaughter of 

Dupplin, yet Thomas de Bois is among the number of chief 

men recorded, as killed the year after that defeat, at the Bat 
tle of Hallidon HUI, 19 July, 1 333, and Humphry de' Bois 

among the great men slain at the battle of Durham, 17th 

October, r 346 ; and there is no doubt that the family was 
great,.land distinguished for valour and nobility, as early as 
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the use of surnames became a vehicle for carrying down the 

exploits of families along the strea1n of time. Baliol and 

Broce were the first of the Scottish Kings distinguished by 

surnames ; and though Henrie II. had some time before 

introdu<.ed his Angevine surname of Plantagenet, to distin 

guish the English Royal Family, and even as early as the 

reign of Malcolm II I. ( 1o57, 1093) an order was issued for 
persons to take surnames from places, yet it is certain, that 

the use of such additions was very partially and slowly in­
troduced among the rude and barbarous natives of Scotland, 

and made little progess till the 13th century ; and that the 

surname of De Bois is among the first recorded in the history: 
of the transcendent deeds of Scotland. We ha.ve no doubt 

that the family of De Bois, or Forbes, came from France, as 

the name and even the tradition stated by Mr William 

Forbes indicates. Many other noble Scotch families, such 

as Gordon, Fraser, Montgomery, Somerville, &c. have, like 

that ot Forbes, probably owed their rise in Scotland to the 

valour and accomplishments of foreign Knights or men at 

arms, who!' in the <lark and barbarous ages of the Sco!ch 

Court, were sure to make their fortunes, by ingratiating 

themselves with the King by their personal merit, elegance, 

or knowledge of the rules and p!act:ce of arms. These 

were certain means to obtain fortune a~d rauk long after 

those families ha<l become potent and naturalized in Scot 

land ; and the trade of arms was the most profitable as wel 

as honourable profession o\-·er all Europe, even till the 

end of the 16th century. 

Forfeiture or conquests insured to these errant warriors 

an ample remuneration for their services; and so ardent 

were they in continuing their wandering adventures that ample 
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estates were often held less eligible, than comparatively 

trifling, but more portable sums of money. The name of 

De Bois has a manifest derivation from the abode of its 

founder, being in a forest of wood, or from his being the 

Lord or Proprietor of one ; and perhaps the bears or boars 

the confusion of which Lord Hales was puzzled to unravel, 

may have a very natural analogy to the origin of the family, 
as being, like the first De Bois, the inhabitants of the forest, 

and probably disputing the soverignity of it unsuccessfully 

with the first person. who decorated his ·shield with the 

triumphant exhibition of their heads ; for heraldry is nothing 

but a sort of hieroglyphical narrative of events, either pre­
served in the historic page in other characters, or else lost 

through the uncertain explanation of the heraldric emblems. 

Many of the surname went (as the Genealogy states) to 

foreign kingdoms; and we believe that their descendants 

are still in respectable situations in these countries mentioned 

and likewise in Poland. The surname of De Bois and of 

Fraser, we believe, were fully as often conspicuous as any 

other in the '' Bruce Days." The first was so fortunate as 

to appear only in one instance in the Ragman's Roll of 

Submissions, in 1 l92, 1296-7. This was Thomas Bois., who 

is rather inferred by Mr Nisbet, to_ have been of the family 
of Pan bride, of which, he asserts, Mr Hector Bocce was a 

son. 1Iany of the warriors who subscribed to the roll, 

afterwards amply revenged their season of humiliation, when 

the fortunes and heroism of Bruce reared the standard 

of their country, and prepared the glorious result of the fie id 

of Bannockburn. 

~Ir Lumsden's Work shews that the Forbesses suffered at 
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the 'Battre df Flowden field,* -1~13, -which :filled · Sc8'1and 

·• .Anace··! qulwr thin :that:richt :redoutit .Roy, 
That potent -Prince, gentil King James :,the Feird-t 
11 pray to Christ his soull for .to conv.Qy, 
MJ.e greiter:nobill .rang not intg·.the eird. 
ro Atropus ! warie we~may .thy-weiid.; 
For he was·mirrour of.humility, 
Leid.;.stein ..and lamp of liberality. 

During his time sa justice did ptevaill, 
The savage ·nes tcymblit for terrour ; 

Eskdale, Ewisdale, Liddisdale, and Annanclaill, 

· Durst not rebel, -<louting his. dyntis dour.; 

And of his Lordis had sic perfite favour, 

· Sa for to schaw th-at he effeirit na fone, 

· Out throw his realtne he -wald ride him alone. 

-And of his Court throw Europe.spraog-,tbe fame 

Of lustic Lordis, anc..l lufesum Ladyis ying; 
Triumphand tornayis, justing and knichtlie game, 
With all pastime, according for a King. 
He was the gloir of Princely governing, 
Quhilk throw the ardent lufe he had to France, 
Agains Ingland clid move his ordinance. 

Of Flow(ioun field rewyne to revolv<:>, 
Of that maist <lolent day for tHl deploir 
I m1·tt, for dreid that ilolour you dissolve, 
Schaw how that Prince in his triumph:md gloir 
Destroyit was: quhat m~idis proce:-; moir? 
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wit_h mourners, and extinguished many noble families : the 

defeat was occasioned by the chivalrous spirit of James IV. 

who first challenged the Duke of Norfolk to single combat, 

which was declined ; this challenge was even opposed by 
the Scotch Courtiers, who said " it was beneath the King's 

dignity to fight with the old earl" The Duke's army had to 

cross a bridge· to the attack of the Scotch ; and when. 

Borthwick, the master of the artillery, wished to cannonade 

the English from ground of great advantage, the King was 

- so enraged, that he vowed to hang him at. his own door, if 
. . 

he lived to return t<? Scotland, and ordered that not a shot 

should be fired until the enemy had effected the passage. 

Defeat natu~ly followed such maxims of warfare. James 

IV. was slain, and his body has sin~e been well known to 

have been kept for many years in a box in a lumber room of 

a nobleman's house, near London, and not left on the field 

as it was long the preYailing belief. 

Not be the vertew of the Inglis ordinance, 

But be his owin willfull misgoverance. 

Allace ! That day had he bin counsellabill, 

He had obtenit laud, gloir, and victory; 

Quhais piteous process bin sa lamentabiil, 

I mytt at lenth it }J~t in memory. 

I never read in tragedy or story~ 

At ane jornay as mony nobillis slane, 

For the defence and lufe of thair soverane. 

Lindsay's Papingo, wrt/ten 1530 at which peri.od Flowdm and 

the C111ert of Kinf Ja11zes IV. mnst have been in viride 
uumorza. 



72 

The loss of the Forbesses at Pinkie, 1547, seems to haYe 
been immense; that battle was fought when Mr Lumsden 
was in his prime ; in the fight and pursuit, the Scotch lost 
above 10,000 men in slain, being hunted and cut down by 
the numerous and well•appointed English cavalry, all the 

way to the gates of Edinburgh and Leith. The Earl of 

Huntly,• who commanded the Scotch, in the chivalrous 
spirit of the times, likewise sent his challenge to the Duke 
of Somerset, which was declined. In the Earl's tent, .was 

found the only silver plate the Scotch nobility had with them­

vi,de Journal of an English offeer,pu/Jlisned with Rooerl Byrre/s 
Diary. The battle of Pinkie was occasioned by the refusal 
of the Scotch to give their infant, Queen Mary, to her grand 
uncle, Henry VIII. as the wife of his son (Edward VI.) ; at 

the time, the remark was made by Scotchmen, that " the 
King of England adopted a very rough mode of courtship."-. 

Henry VIII. indeed died before this battle was fought ; but 
he had ordered the war to be pushed on actively, and had 

rather a rough way of conducting and concluding his amours 
and private friendships, as well as all his other concerns ; 

* Thia Earl of Huntly, who w~ the same who was afterwards 
slain in the battle with the troopa of James Vl. was both an able 
and brave man. Sir Ralph Sadler had frequent opportunities of 
knowing him. as they dined together at a table kept for the Ambas­
sador, a.t the Court of J a.mes V. ; he calls him a " very arlful young 
man;"-but as all the a.rt Sadler could haYe known in the Earl, mu:!t 
have been dexterity in disappointing the artful measures which Sir 
Ralph was sent by Henry VIII. to accomplish, we may easily judge 
that it deserved another and more hon.:>urable designation ; when a 
man is baffled, his language often ia tainted by his anger anti dis• 

appointment. 
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he attempted it in wrestling with Francis I. at their meeting 
at the Camp de drap d'or, but the French Monarch tripped 

up his heels, and with great violence threw him on his back 

on the ground. The attendants prevented a repetition of 
the sport, as it was very evident that the Leopard's claws 

were fully displayed. There could be said to be no equality 

except in number and courage, and commanders, between 

the hostile armies at Pinkie-the English were excellently 
appointed in artillery, and heavy and light cavalry, and all 
their arms were superior ; the Scotch were a barbarous, 
hasty aud ill-armed undisciplined levy-different from war .. 

riors of the '' Bruce days :·• -for "long wars make excellent 
soldiers," a remark of Bruce and of Bonaparle. 

The field of battle of Pinkie ( or of Musselburgh, as the 
English term it) is very easily observed from the high road 
to London. The Scotch army was in Musselburgh and 

lnveresk, and along the Esk-the English were ranged 

behind the rising ground to be seen to the south east, now 

arable land, but then covered with whins ; from the descent 
of this eminence, the English artillery annoyed the Scotch 
so much in their posts, that they rushed forward to attack it, 

but before they had gained the eminence, they were attacked 
and overwelmed by the cavalry, which charged to full 

advantage down the gradual descent, and threw them back 

upon the line of the Esk : this line was forced by the sudden 
advance of the whole English army, and the Scotch being 

broken and divided, the most dreadful carnage ensued for 

many miles, and tiH night put an end to it. Sir Ralph 
Sadler had great credit for his command of the English light 
horse on this occasion. Sir Ralph had been on a visit to the 

Queen Dowager of Scotland at Lithgo"·, a short time 
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of Guise, naturally inclined to France, where her family was 
already powerful ; and the Clergy was of course hostile to 

an alliance with a Prince excommunicated, and who had 

destroyed the Roman supremacy. The nobles and men of 

property saw nothing but provincial degradation in an union 

wlth so near and potent a Prince. and afterwards shewed 

extent of their jealously, by denying the martial soverignity 
to Francis II. The King of England was too mighty to be 

very liberal in bribery, and relied too much on his power 

over the prisoners made at Solway, to exert himself in other 

quarters with successful energy. 

The Poets of the times give very lively accounts of the 
4th and 5th James's. John Butes' (the fool of James IV.) 
jokes are rather unseemly, and so are Madame Doutebour's 

appearances at the dances. The Minstrels &c. seemed to 

have entertained the Courtiers nightly in the great Hall; the 

guests of which, with all their hopes and fears, are minutely 

described. 

Some sings, some dances, some tell stories 

Some late at ewis brings in the moyris, 
Some flyrds, some fenyis, and some :flatteris, 

Some plais the fuil, and all owt chatters ; 

Some man, musand by the waw, 

Luicks as he might nocht do at aw ; 

Some standis in a nuick and rowns, 

For covctice ane uther near swoons ; 

Some levis as he wald ga wud 

For heit desyr of warld's gud ; 

Some at the mess levis all devotion, 

And busy labours for promotion 
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Some has their ~dvocatts in Chaumir, 
And taks themself thairotf"no glowinir. 

Pidu~e of Ike Court of James IV.-
Maitland Manusmpl 

As to the Court of James Y. th~ ~hole drift of the Courtiers 
seems to have been to procure him low, or various amours; 

one recommending himsel~ by saying h~ knows of a lass fit 
for a King, in Fife, ~d an other recommending a "!sit, to 

see one at Stirling.• 

* There was few of that garrison 

That learned him ane gude lesson, 

But some to clack, and some to clatter, 

Some made the fule, and some did flatter; 

Quod ane devil, stik me with ane knife, 

Bot, Sir, I know ane maid in Fife-
One or the lustiest wanton lasses, 

Quhairto, Sir, by Goddis' blude she passes. 

Had thy toung, brother, quod ane uther, 

I knaw a fairer by fifteen futher; 

Sir, when ye pleas to Linlithgow pas, 

There shall ye see ane lusty -las, 

~ow trittel trattel trow low, 

Quod the third man, thou dost but mow, 

\Vhen his grace comes to fair Sterling, 

There sail ye see ane dayis darling. 

Sir, quad the fourt, _tak my counsall, 

And go to the hie Bordell 
y 
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There may we loup at libeme 
W"tthouteu any gravitie. 

lie. &:c. &c. 
Bir Daoitl Lffu:IMJla 0~, 1534 

Written at the. very period this unworthy sort of life was 
led by James V. then about as years old. 
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THE following narrative is in the hand-writing of Duncan 

Forbes of Culloden, "the father of the Lord President Duncan 

Forbes; he died soon after in 1704. As accident has pre­
served the account he gives of his own branch of the Forbes 

. 
* This Duncan Forbes's grandfather, early in the 17th 

century, purchued the estate of Bught, near Inverness ; in 
1626 he· purchased Culloden of the Laird of Mackiiitosb, 
the castle being at the time built up to the second story ; 
afterwards this estate was much enlarged by the purchases 
of lands contiguous, made from Lord Moray, Lord Lovat, 
the Town of Inverness, Rose of Artirlies, and Rose of Kil­
ravock. Ferrintosh and Bunchrew were purchased about 
1669, from Inveralochy, a son of Lovat; the former was 
part of the famous Thanedom of Calder, ·or Oawdor, cele­
brated in Macbeth, and the name in the Gaelic language 
signifies the Thane's land ; Bunchrew was the birth place of 
the Lord President Duncan Forbes, and for more than 30 
years his favourite residence, where he studied and wrote his 
publications. 

There is a story well known of his great-grand-father 
above treated of, viz, about 1626, his lady and he took a walk 
to view the place of Culloden ; the lady was rather more 
generous to the workmen who were employed in the castle 
than her husband thought proper, and he told her, '' that 
from her liberality to those strangers, one would think they 
were working for herself;" and '' who k~ows my dear, but 
that may yet tum out to be the c~,'' was the lady's answer, 
certainly soon after verified. Mr Forbes rose from this 
narrative. probably resolved to resume it to its end, but 
death has intenupted his purpose. 

Si~ transit mu1Ulua. 
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Family, we give it, from no other assumption of preference, 
than that which chance gives it by putting it into his hands. 

The short display of humble piety it displays, may, in some 

degree, be acceptable :-

That a man may think equally of himself, it is proper that 
he know the truth of his o\vn pedigree, and therefore accord­
ing to the -search that I have made, I understand myself to 

be of the house of Tolquhon, and that off the hous of For­

bes. It was our Iott to take but little out of the house we 
came from, and that perhaps as little out of the House of 
Forbes, which makes me 9nly remember the origine, and the 
succession, untill our own predecessor, John, second. son of 
Lord Alexr. came off, which was about the middle of the 
15th century, and to be more particular upon the kyndncss 
of the Lord towards us sinsyne, which has put us, from 

small begining, in a condition now to make our appearance 
lyke others who were of no better condition than ourselves. 

March, 18, 1702.- Haveing gott that -manuscript of the 

genealogy of the Family of Forbes, begun by one Mr Mat­

hew Lumsden ·of Tillycarne, and continued to the year 1665 
by the Laird of Lesly. as they say, I have thought it to 

note some things out of it, which I think ought to be con­

demd. First, _. all the reports anent the origine are 

fabulus, and the killing ot the beast, &c. There being a 

Land and Parish of Forbes, its probable that the possessors 

begun when others did, to take a surname from the place of 

the possession ; the old manner of speaking pleads much for 

this, such as, Arthur of Forbes, Adam of Gordon, and the 
lyke, not Arthur Forbes, or Adam Gordon, but that they 

were called oft, it insinuates ther coming out of it, and 
infers more from i! ; as for those Douglasses, Gordons, 
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Forbcsses, Morays, and others,-who say they gave names to 

the lands, its all fals, for surely men were not so infamous 

in those days as to be worth the prophet's curse, psalm 49. 
1 r. 'in calling their lands after their names., I have 

seen none as yet of the writts of the house of Forbes, but 
the eldest I here talk of are a writt upon the lands of Logy 
and Edenbanchry, from Alexr. Cuming, Earle of Buchan, to 

Fergus Lord Forbes (as they call it); but if the words be 
only Fergusso domino de Forbess, it will not infer so much, 
for I have seen a ch~er as old. as that (perhaps), and in the 

same terms to a family that continues laird to this hour. 
Another charter by King Alexr. the 3d, in the 23d year of his 
reigne, Duncan Lord Forbes, super terras et tenementum de 
Forbes. 

It is a confirmation of the Earle of Buchan's charter by 
David Bruce to John Lord Forbes; but as is already ob­
served, if the wreats be conceavetl to such and such a man. 
domino de Forbes, it will not undenyably conclude those 
men to have been Lords and the Lairds of Forbes. · 

Its remarkt that for 150 years, viz. from 1371 to 1513, that 
family have been most flourishing, in great business, great 
estates, and every undertaking ; but since the breaking out 
of the feuds with the Gordons, or rather since the death of 
black A.nhur, the chieffes family becam still declyning, though 
the brar ches be rather increasing than decreasing. 

They. who conclude most reasonably, do hold that Alex 
the son of Sir John with the black lip, was the first Lord 

of the family, which might be about the 1400 year of God, or 
a. little after. And therefore I hold that about the end of 
the 13th centurie, Sir John Forbes with the black lip was 
father of 3 sons ; the eldest, Sir Alexr. and Lord Forbes, 
from whose time, without doubt, all his successors have held 

z 
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that tytle, and for many years were first in the kingdom of 

that rank; his second son was Sr William, ·who marryed the 

airess of Fraser, and had the estate of Pitsligo with her, 

which they keep to this day, and some 3 generations ago 

have taken the title of Lord. 

The 3d sone of Sir John with the black lip, was Sr John of 

Forbes, who maryed the herress of Preston, and had by her 

the estate of Tolquhon, of which family this youth is the 1 2 

or 13 generation. They have always had the greatest re.-;pect 

of any bearing the name, except the Chief and Pitsligo, 

since he was Lord ; not but that he was the older brother, 
but the estate and the dependants made tocher to be large 
was much look't upon. 

The second Laird of Tolquhon was Sr J 0hn, who maryed 

Ane Straton, daughter to the Laird of La wrestoun, a good 

faintly. 
The 3d Laird was Alexr. the eldest sane of·young Sr John 

who marryed Jane Hay, daughter to the Laird of Dalgetty, 
also a good family. 

The 4th Laird was Malcolm, the only son of Alexander 

and maryred Jean Forbes, the daughter of James Lord 
Forbes. 

The 5th was William sone to Malcolme, who maryed 

first,---Leith, daughter to the Laird of Barnes, and for 

his second wife,---Hay, daughter to the Earle of Eroll ; 

his succession was by his first wife, John and Alexr. 

John, the 6th Laird, marye<l---Chein, daughter to 
the Laird of Ezlemount, of whom ther was no sue cession ; 

and to him succeeded the second brother. 

Alexander Forbes, the sone of William, was the 7th 

Laird of Tolquhon, who maryed, either for her favor or 
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riches, Alison Anderson, daughter to the Provost of Edr ... 
who bore to l\im 2 sones and z daughters; the sones 
wer~ William who succeeded to him, and John, called John 
of Badenley. and father to the family of Collodne; the two 
daughters were Janett, Lady Corsendae, and Isobel, Lady 
Strechin, who also maryed the Tutor of Lovat. 

It is remarkable that of all its numerous caddeats, come 
of the (i preceding generations, ther is not one now extant, 
su that all the present descendants of the house of Tolquhon 
are come either of William of John. 

William, the 8th Lrurd: married Lesmoir·s daughter, a~d 
had by her William, who succeeded him, Knapemay and 
several other children. 

\Villiam, the 9th Laird, married Janett Ogilvie, daughter 
to the Laird of Banff ; and had his eldest son John who 
dyed without succession ; \-Valter who succeeded him and 
several other cadets. 

\Valter, the I oth Laird, married Jean Forbes, daughter to 
the Laird of Pitsligo, and by her he had Sir Alexander, who 
succeeded him, Thomas John and others. 

Sir .Alexander, the 1 1th Laird, married B. Murray, the 
daughter of the Laird of Blackbarony, who lived very long, 
but had no succession by her ; to him succeeded his brother, 
Thomas, who married Lady Henrietta Erskine, daughter to 
the Erle of Buchan, and has by her sons who succeeds to 
the estate. The succession of John, son to Laird Alexander 
commonly called John of Badenley, are as follow: 

About the year 1567, John married Elizabeth Keith, 
daughter to the Laird of Tulloes, and had by her Duncan of 
Culloden, John, who was exempt in the King of France's 
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Guards, and Patrick, called black Patrick, baillie of Inver• 
urie ; Duncan For bes of Culloden, eldest son to John, 

married Janet Forbes, eldest daughter to James Forbes of 
Coraindae, by whom . he had John Forbes of Culloden 

Captain James F9rbes, who lived in Caithness, and Captain 
Duncan Forbes who. lived in Assint, and two daughters; 
the eldest, Elizabeth, married to William Baillie of Dunean, 

and the second, Anna, married to Evan Macpherson of 
Cluny, chieff of that name ; and after Cluny's death, macrried 

to Alexallder Mackintosh. of Connedge. 
John Forqes of _Culloden married Anna Dunbar, only 

1 . 

daughte1: to Alexander Dunbar of Grange, by his first wife, 
Jean Campbell, only daughter to Sir John Campbell, of 
Calder, and by the said Anna had Duncan Forbes of Cui­
loden,-( The Editor lzere remarks lhat this DuncanJwas the 
'Writer of tht"s narrative )-his eldest son, and five more sons 
and two daught~rs, viz, Mr David Forbes, advocate•; 

Thomas, who is hi Raits ; Alexander, who went to New 

F.ngland ; Doctor Jonathan Forbes near Elgin, and Collonel 
John Forbes of Pitnacrieffe, in Fyfe : the two daughters 
were Jean, married to Sir Robert Munro of Fowlis, and 
Naomy, married to Robert Dunbar of Burgie. 

Duncan Forbes of Culloden· married Mary Innes, daugh­
ter of Sir Robert Innes of that ilk ; and by her had two 
sons John and lJuncan-( This last tlu Lord Presi'dent Enn.) 

Afterwards Sir David Forbes of Newhall, Mid Lothian. a very 
Eminent lawyer, and man of letters, ancestor of the family of Rae 
of Eskgrove, baTonet ; Sir Wm. Rae, now Lord Advocate, being de­
scended from a daughter of Sir David Forbes. The men of letters 
in Edinburgh long found Sir David'a seat a very agreeable retire­
ment; here his nephew, the Lord President Duncan Forbes passed 
much of his early life amidst scenes devoted to learning and the M1Jses. 
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-and seven daughters ; the eldest, J ea , married to Sir 
Harry Innes of that ilk : the second, Anna, married to 

Peter Forbes of Phyline, in· Assint ; the 3d; Mary, to the 
Laird of Burdsyards; the 4th, Margaret, to George Munro 
of M---; Isobel!, Naomy, and Grizell *; John Forbes 
younger of Culloden, is married to Jean Gordon,. 
daughter of Sir Robert Gordon of Gordonstoune, with 
Marga:·et, eldest daughter of William Lord Forbes. Mr 

Davin Forbes is married to Catherine Clerk, sister to John 
Clerk of Pennycuk, and has several children. 

Thomas is married- to Jean Cuthbert, daughter to David 
Cuthbert in Inverness, and has by her sever-al children. 

Alexander, unmarried as yet, for aught known; Jonathan 
married with Jane Broclie, daughter to Mr James Brodie of 

Leth en, and has several childem ; John married Elizabeth 
Graham, daughter to baillie Graham, in Edinburgh, and has 

children. The next to mind are the younger children of 
Duncan of Culloden, with Corsenday's daughter, viz. Cap­

tajn_hmes and Captain Duncan ; James married Agnes 
:Monro, daughter to Mr. George of Pitlundie, older brother 
to Sir Alexander of Bearcrofts, and had by her severai 
children. who came to_be men and women. Next to give 

an account of John the exempt, and black Patrick, younger 
brethren of Duncan Forbes, of Culloden, and sons to John 
of Badenley and Elizabeth Keith :-and first of John. The 
father being dead, all the children were taken to the house 

of Tolquhon by their grandfather, as I suppose, Laird 
\\7illiam, his son Alexander, and his other son John, being 

Of the last three ladies, we believe one was married to Auchna­
gaim, and one to Kindeace. 

A2 
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dead, for that word passes upon him that he regretted of his 

two oys that William got all, and John got nothing at all, 

for indeed he was never in possession of any thing but Bad­

cnley, which some time after his decease behooft to be sold, 

and the price was parted betwixt the widow and the bairns 

she g_etting the greatest part of it, and marrying the Laird 

of Troup. The bairns had the rest, after the payments of 

the debts, parted amongst them according to the discretion 

of friends: what portion fell to Duncan the eldest, was pnt 

into the Tutor of Lovaf s h1nds, who had married his aunt, 

and he brought Duncan with him to the west, where it has 

pleased God to cast the lot of him and his family. 
John, the 2nd, when he came to be about 18 or ~o years 

of age, raised his patrimony out of the Laird of Tolquhon's 

hands, which was no more than 2000 merks, and went to 

France with it, where he became a Captain and exempt of 
the Guards, then married a French woman, and had by her 

a sone called Malcoline, who also became a pretty man; 
thereafter Captain John being deputy-governor of the castle 

of Dieppe, under tbe Marquis of Montilly, after the Marquis 

his death, Madame de Montilly ma.med him, and within 

some time after, nurried her own d2.·1ghter to his sone, 

Malcolme, by whom he got a go:>d portion, but got a-far 

richer within some tim~, for her only sone, young M ontilly, 

dying without succession, Malcolme, in right of his wife, fell 

into the estate ot Montilly, which his grandchild does inherit 

with the Marquiss: some 30 years ago, he sent to Scotland 

for his coat-armorial certificate, w hich was given him, utterly 

wrong, by the then Lord Lyon and his deputy and clerks. 

As to black Patrick, Duncan of Culloden's younger bro­

ther, his patrimony was very small ; however, his posterity 
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hath also prospered, · for Patrick married Barbara Barclay, 

daughter of \V alter Barclay of Drum ; he Ii ved honestly all 
his time, and left ane sone, Alexander, and sundry daughte~, 

who were honestly bestow'd. Mr Alexander, Patrick's sone, 

married, first, baillie Skeen in Aberdeen, his widow, by 
whom he made considerable profit, but had no children by 
her; his second wife--Hunter, daughter of Samuel Hunt­
er, apothecary in Elinburgh, by whom he also had a con­
siderable patrimony ; he bought the lands of Ardach, and 

b1ro:1y of Foveran, bearing the designation of Ardach, 
first, and then that of Foveran: he had by his second wife 
2 sons, Sir Samuel, who succeed~d him, and is the present 
Foveran, and John his second son. 

Sir Samuel Forbes of Foveran* married Anne Udny, 
daughter of the Laird or Udny, by whom he has several 
children. 

John, second son to Mr Alexander, m1rried Marg1.ret 
ClJ.wford, and lias bought the lands of Knapemay, by which 

he is now designed. 

\Vhat is already said being eneugh in regard to the pedi­

gree, it follows that there be a memorial left of our first 
circum:;ta.nc~s, and of the means wh.ereby we are hrought to 
-the condition that (blest be the Lord) we are now in, that 

the due consideration of both may keep us aumble and 

thankf ull, the only. for~ pleasing to God, who hates pryde 
and ingratitude ; thankless to C:r0d and proud to the neigh­

bour, go ordinarely hand in hand, .and are the forerunners of 
inevitable ruinet 

* Created Baronet 1700. 
t These sentiments of Mr. rorbes, it is unnecessary to say, de. 

note the best head and heart ; and happy would it be that they 
could be made the unh·ersal or even general rules for families : his 
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It has been told that John of Badenley, second son to 

· Alex. Laird of Tolquhoun, was our predecessor, of whom I 
have heard no more than what is already said : his wife, 

Elizabeth Keith, as I was made l;>elieve was daughter to the 

Earl Marishall, upon whose account he was to have had 40 

chalders of yearly rent from his father and grandfather, who 

were both then alive, but he dying before the intended pro­
vision was settled upon him, the performance was forsleived~ 

humility and grcnitude towards God, and moderation to man, are 
perhaps more praise-worthy, from his having been, from natural 
disposition and education, a very firm opposer of tyranny, and one 
of those who took the most effective measures towards the revolution 

This change did not produce all the good which M:r. Forbes wished, 
but was in great degree frustrated, or rendered partial, from the 
selfishness and limited views of the chief agents ; yet Mr. Forbes's 
labours were. till the close of his life, incessant in Parliament,- both 
to presene what had been obtained, and to baffle the little plans of 
party in power ; these gave him the character of a trouLle.some, un­
tractable man- with king William's ministers; but we believe .he was 
among the few who acted exclusively in every point for the pnblic 
good. The restoration had subjected his father and family to all 
the vindictive oppressions of the reign of Charles II. and James IT.; 
under these he passed 28 years of his life, from about manhood to 
the age of 50; and his last 16 years were devoted to the service of 
his country, in freeing it from the general thraldom and· misfortunes 
into which it had fallen, after 150 years of anarchy. faction, and 
every species of tyranny and misgovernment. A future day brought 
forth the seeds sowed at that early period, to unexampled pro!.lperity 
and vigour; till after having been long the wonder and envy of 
the world, we have seen the British valour sa,·e the kingdoms from 
degrada.tion and slavery, and open the access to every improvement 
of government and art, and the rnost rapid progress in sentiment 
and morality ! 

*\Ve think forslevied is the word, which is expressive enough tho 
unusual, and perhaps mistaken, the hand being extremely difficult. 
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till Elizabeth fell to marry with the Laird of Troup, w!io 

then discharged all obligations the house of Tolquhon was 

under for her jointure, upon payment of a certain sum of 
money. Then .Alexander dying, who was father to William 

and John, it came to the guid sirs tale the William got · all 
and John got nothing at all, because \Villiam being alive, 

took all, and John, being dead, could not hinder him : his 

wife, having gone into another family, there was none to care 
for the three orphans, Duncan, John, and Patrick; but the 
gr~mlfather, old Laird William, the son~ of Malcolme, who 
took them into the house of Tolquhon, and kept them till 

their aunt, the Lady Streichen, took away the eldest. The 
second John, lived \Vith his uncle William, till he was about 

20 years of age, got a small sowme which carried him to 

France, who succeeded in prosperity of his fortune, as is 

already told. Of black Patrick, I know no more than that 

he got some manadgement about the Countess Dowager of 

l\farishall, which was ane honest livelyhood to him. _It 

appears John of Badenley has been married about the year 
1567 or 68, and that his eldest son Duncan has been born 

in l569 or 70, because Duncan being by tµe account he 

made of himself past fourscore and four when he dyed, and 

he having died in Feburary 1954, there is that number of 

years betwixt the end of 1569 and the beginning of 1654. 
\Vhat 3:ge Duncan was when his father died I know not, but 

I have heard that he has been about 16 when his aunt, the 

Lady Streichen caused her second husband, the Tutor of 

Lovate, carry him with him to this country. I am told that 

when he was young, he was ryotus ; cards and d yce were 

his excercisei, and drinking an<l quarrelling the concomit­

ants of these. His daughter has told me that he has left 

BZ 
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his cloaths at cards, and layen abed till his aunt provided 

him anew. When he was about 20 or 2 2, he became manly 

and strong and agile, to that degree, that at all excercises 

he outstrip Duncan Bayne of Delny, Donald Bayne ofFairly 

and Donald Fraser of the Leys, who were three of the most 

extraordinary men for strength and stature in the Kingdom. 

The first men were the Lord Lovat's sister's sons, and 

were bred with their uncle the Tutor ; the other was a 

gentleman of meaner quality, but of alyke stre~gth and stat­

ure. Tho' Duncan was tall and handsome, he was not of 

their size, tho' in streTlgth and agility he did everything 

beyond them, which at times ended in a quarrel, and gave 
the honest Tutor, tho' he was ·wise and gallant, enough ado 

to manadge them. The two Bayne's had some estate, but 

Duncan had none; and what patrimony his aunt brought with 

him was spent, which ma.de the Tutor1 that bye and attour 

themselves, their horses and servants, he would also make 
them his poor friends, and as the fashion of those days were · 

he never rode without them, and as many more, for being 

Tutor of Lovate, he had the whole rank of the family to 

hold up. It was in the years 1594 that the Tutor did make 
a gathering of men at arms, to go to the field of Glenlivat, 

in obedience to an order he had from the King to be assist­

ing to the Erle of Argyll and Lord Forbes against the Pop• 

ish Lords Huntly anci Errol. There was a contest anent 
carrying the Tutor's head piece, and who should be nearest 

him, in which stryfe he favoured his wife's nephew before 

his own bec1use he perceived hi~ most interested. But 

all having come to late to the action, he sate down upon a 

stone and wept for despyte, which was the ground for a jest 

upon him aftenvards, with the Tutor .and his comrades. 
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As he became manly, so he became dexterou~ in manad_g­
ing business, which made the Tutor employ him much rn 
going about his affairs, both in Buchan and in the Hylands. 

In the year 1602 or 3 he was going single to Buchan, in 
Hyland weed, wlth a siogle servant, and had taken his 
lodging ane night at his cousine, John Campbell of the Moys, 
below Forres. 

As the narrative. closes here very suddenly, we may add, 
that Duncan, by great integrity, enterprise and honour, 

made an ample fortune, and left a degree of popularity and 
fair fame to his son John, which still throws an interest 

upon this family. He died, as is stated above, ~nd. the 

following epitaph was written for his tomb :-__ 

Here lye the bodies of Duncan Forbes of Culloden, and 
his spouse Janet Forbes, lineally descended of the honour• 
aLle families of Tolquhon and Corsenday respectively, who 
lleparted tl,:lis life, viz. the said J a.net, aged 66, upon the 8th 
day of November, anno 1651, and said Duncan, aged 82, 
upon the 14th day of October, 1654. 

These polished stones 
Placed here above thy bones, 
Add to thy honqur not a whitt, 
\Vhich was before, and still remiins, complete. 
Thy memorie 5hall ever recent be 
Preserved by such as draw their' blood from thee 
\Vho in regard of thy good fame, 
Receive reward by claiming to thy name ; 
For thy remains do honour to this place, 
And thy true virtue honours all thy race. 

Accident having placed the narrative in our hand-;, we 
have given it solely on that account. 
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We need add little to the history of his own f~mily, given 

by Duncan Forbes of Culloden. The active exertions on 

the side of freedom, of the first Duncan of Culloden, of his 

son John, (who purchased Ferrintosh and Bunchrew, 1670) 

and of Duncan his son, the writer of the narrative, gave the 
family great political weight at t~e close of the 17th century. 

They were generally in Parliament, and the privilege of 

Ferrintosh was given by the Scotch Pariiament, for their 
losses· before and after the revolution, and for their signal 

services. Mr John Forbes~ the son of the foresaid Duncan, 
was a very active Patriot and Member of Parliament : he 

-died in 17 34, and was succeeded by his brother Duncan, 
(who married a daughter of K.ilravock,) then Lord Advocate 
and who from 17 3 7, till his death in 1 7 47, distinguished 
himself as Lord President of the Court of Session, and as 

one of the chief supporters the House of Brunswick had in 

the rebellion of 1745. His services had been very great 

previously in the same cause, in 17 1 5, as were his brother's, 

who expended then a great part of his fortune for Govern­

ment. In 17 4 S, the Lord President nearly ruined in this 
cause his ample fortune, and left his affairs in great perplex­

ity and decay; yet his son John, who married,~ daughter of 

Craigievar, and died 1775, retrieved them by economy, tho' 

neglected and unpaid for his father's outlays-an ingratitude 

still the wonder and reproach of the age. A.nhur, . who 

married Miss Stratton of Kent, succeeded his father John 
Forbts, and was succeeded, ·1803, by his only son, Duncan 

G. Forbes, Esq. now of Culloden. 



91 

WE shall conclude· this Volume,. by an Extract from_ Mr 
Nisbet's Heraldry, beginning page 311 of the first volume, 
folio edition. Mr Nisbet's. accuracy and research a.re. truly 

admirable, for it is: wonderful how any :one man could have 
pablished, with so small a· portion of errors, so difficult• and 

lengthened a history, and consulted so many· authorities. 

E XTRAO-T 
FltOM 

The surname of Forbes with us beare azure ; _ three bears 

heads coupled.argent, muzzled gules. These of this name 

are said by our historians .. to be originally from_ one Ochon­
~er, who came _from ~reland, and, _for ~illing a ~ld bear 

took the name_ Forbear, now pronounce~ Forbes •. Skene, 

in his Treatise de V. erborum Significatione, at __ the title Lib­

erum Tenementum, tells us that Duncan Forbois got from 
King Alexander (but tells us not whkh of the Alexanders) 

a charter of the lands and heritage ot Forbois in Aberdeen­

shire. And Mr Crawfurd, in his Peerage, says, by an 
.-orignal charter in the custody of the Lord Forbes, . Fergus, 
th~ son of John, got the .la~ds ·of Forbes from King A.le~-

' ander II. from whence th.e" surname. Th~ n~xt to be met 
. . 

with ~f this family was Alexander Forbes, Governor of the 

castle of Urquhart in M.t1rray ; he defended it bravely for a:· 
long time agains_tE<lward I of England, who at last took it, 
- c2 
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and put all within it to the sword ; but the Governor's lady, 
says llector Boece, being with child escaped to Ireland, and 

there brought forth a son, call~ Alexander, who was the 
chief and raiser of the name again, and who came to Scot­
land in the reign of Robert the Bruce, to seek his father's 

heritage but could not get it, being before given to others for 

their good services ; but in lieu of it he got other· lands. 

This Alexander Forbes of that ilk was killed at the battle 

of Duplin, fighting for the interest of king David Bruce 

against Edward Baliol 

The next of the family I have met with is Joannes Forbes 
de eodm, miles. witness in a charter which I have seen, 
(now penes Comitem _de Mortoun) of Isabel Countess of 
Marr, of the lands of Bonjedworth, to Thomas Douglas, son 

of John, and her beloved sister ?tf argaret, of the date the 

10th of November 1404. Which Sir John Forbes married 
a. daughter of Kennedy of Dunnure, by whom he had three 

·sons. A11!xander Forbes his successor, William the ancestor 

of Pitsligo, and John, the founder of the family ofTolquhon 

\Vhich Alexander was father of James who was knighted 

by King James III. and was the first Lord Forbes. He 
bad two sons by a daughter of William Earl Marisha}, Wm. 

his successor, and Patrick the first of the family ot Corse 
William, second Lord Forbes, married Christian Gordon, a 

daughter of the Earl of Huntly ; and with her he had four 

sons, Alexander, Arthur, and John, all three successively 

Lords, and Duncan, ancestor of the Forbesses of Corsindae 
the first two died without issue, and John became Lord For­

bes, to whom King Jame& IV. give a charter of confirmation 

of the barony of King Edwards, wherein that King tells, that 

these lands, "fuerunt quondam Alexandri Forbes militis 
I 
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proavi & predeccssoris dicti J ohannis Domini Forbes, per 

hereditariam infeodationem, chartum & sasinam, dicto quon­

dam Alexandro, per quondam J ohanem Stewart Comitem 
Buchanire, & Baronie de K.inedwatd, desuper confectam 
cum confirmatione progcnitoris nostri Jacobi Regis primi 
sub magno sigillo ;" for which see Haddington's Collections, 

p. 389. Of whom is descended the present Lord Forbes, 
who carries azure, three bears' heads couped argent, muzzled 

gules, supported by two grey , hounds argent, collared 

gules; crest, a stag's head attired, proper; motto, Grace 
me guide. 

The armorial bearings of the cadets of this family which I 

have met with in our ancient and modem books are these : 
Forbes Lord Pitsligo carries quarterly, first and fourth 

Forbes, with a-crescent for difference; second a third azure, 

three cinquefoils argent, for Fraser ; supporters, two bears 

proper; crest, a falcon, proper ; mottq!', Altius ibunt qui ad 
sumrna nitunter. And at other times, for a crest, a hand 

holding a sword, proper; with the motto, Nee timide nee 

temere. 

. The first of this family was Sir \Villiam Forbes, second 

brother to Sir Alexander Forbes of that ilk. In the reign of 

King James I. he married Margaret Fraser, only daughter of 

Sir William Fraser of Philorth, and got with her these lands 

for which the family quarters the Fraser's arms with their 

own, and the family was afterwards dignified with the title 
of Lord Pitsligo by King Charles I. the 24th of June, 1633, 

in the person of Sir Alexander Forbes; of him is lineally des­

cended Alexander the present Lord Pitsligo. 

Forbes of Corsindae, descended of Duncan Forbes, fourth 

son of \Villiam Lord Forbes, carried the Forbess's arms, 

with a crescent for difference; and for a crest, a bear's 

head ; with motto, Spe expccto. Point's MS. 
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Forbes of Corse, the first· of ·which branch was Patrick 
second son of James, first Lord Forbes, and his Lady, a 
daughter of William Earl Marischal, carried azure, a cross 
couped or (Point makes· the crass a patee one, fitched) be­
tween three bears' ·heads couped argent, .mmzled gules;·and 
for a crest, a wreath or crown of thorns ; with the motto, 
Rosis coronat spin~ N.R . 

Sir John Forbes of Monymusk, Bart. descended · of the 
Forbesses of Corsindae, carries uure, on a cheveron between 
three bears' heads couped argent, muzzled gules ; a man's 
·heart,proper with ffi:ngs or; motto Spe expecto. New Register. 

Sir Alexander Forbes of Tolqub~n· carries, quarterly, first 
and fo~ Forbeii, second and third argent, three unicorns' 
heads erased sable,· for _marrying Marjory, -~he heir~ of_ Sir 
Henry Preston of Formartin : supported by· tw:o grey _hounds 
proper, collared ~ules ; crest, a stag's. head attired with ten 
tynes, proper ; motto, Salus per Christum. Ibid. 

Sir John Forbes of Wa.terton bears, quarterly, as Tolqu­
houn, and, by way of surtout, an escutcheon argent, charged 
with a sword and key saltier-ways gules, :as Constabie of 
Aberdeen, by succeeding to the lands of Cairnmuch, and in 
which. office he was established by Act of Parliam~n~; . ~est, 
an. eagle· displayed sable, ~Otto, V~iti inimica quies .. Ibid. 

Forbes of Culloden, descended of Tolquhon,. bears azure 
on . a cheveron betwixt three bears' he~ds couped argent, 
muizled gules, as many unicorns' heads erased sable; creat, 
an eagle displayed or ; motto, Salus per Christum* Ibid. 

Sir Alexander Forbes of Foveran, Bart, descended of 
Tolquhoun; carries the quartered arms of Tolquhon ; 
and, in the centre of the arms of Forbes, a cross patee 
argent; motto, "alus per Christum. 

* Changed to " Spernit hum1.ttn." 
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Thomas Forbes of Achreddy, descended of Tolquhon 

carries the quartered arms of Tolquhon, all within a bordure· 

cheque, argent and gules; crest, a small sword bend.ways, 

proper; motto, Scienter utor. Ibid. 

Alexander Forbes of Savock,- second son of Forbes of Cragie 

who was a ~ond son of the family of Tolquhon, carries the 

qu:vtered arms of Tolquhon; a.nd, for difference, a crescent 

surmounted of another. Ibid. 

Forbes of Ballogie, descended of the family of Tolquhon 

parted per fesse, azure and argent, on the first Forbes, and 

on the second Preston ; crest, a sheaf of arrows, proper ; 

with the motto, · Concordia prresto. Ibid. 
John Forbes of Balfluig, a cadet of Monymusk, azure, a 

cheveron between three bears' heads couped argent, muzzled 

gules, a man's heart, proper, between two skeins, or daggers, 

of the first, pommelled or ; crest, a skein piercing a man's 

heart, proper ; motto, Non deest spes. Ibid. 

Arthur Forbes of Riras, descended of Pitsligo, quarterly, 

first and fourth or, a lion rampant gules, for Wemyss and 

Rires'; second ana third Forbes ; crest, a grey hound pas­

sant, proper; motto, Dilectatio. Ibid. 
Arthur Forbes of Eight, azure, a f(..SSe cheque, argent and 

gules, between three bears' heads couped of the second, and 

muzzled of the third ; crest, a san<l-glass, proper ; motto, 

Fugit hora. Ibirl. 

Robert Forbes of Robslaw some time provost of Aberdeen 

azure, a skein fesse argent, hilted and pommelled or, between 

three l,ears' heads couped of the second, and muzzled sable, 

crest, a dove, proper ; motto, Virtutc cresco. Ibid. 
Forbes of Millbuy, azure, a skein pale-ways, with a wolf's 

head couped or, on the point, between three bears's heads 

D2 
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couped argent, muzzled gules ; crest, a bear·s head couped 

as the former, with an orle of olive branches vert; motto, 

Virtute non f erocia. Ibid. 

Forbes of Cragievar, in Aberdeenshire, azure, three bears' 
heads couped argent, muzzled sable, in the centre a cross 

patee fitche of the second ; crest, a cock, proper : motto, 

Watch. Id. 

This family is descended of Forbes of Corse, as also the 

following : 

Forbes Viscount of Granard, in Ireland, azure, three bears, 

heads couped argent, muzzled sable ; crest, a bear passant 

argent, seme of gouttes de sang, supported on the right by 
an unicorn or, powered with ermine spots sable, and on the 

sinister by a dragon of ermine; motto, Fax mentis incen­

dium gloriae. Sir George Mackenzie. 

Those also of the surname of Mackay carry bear-heads 
of the same tincture and field with the Forbesses, upon the 
account they derive their descent from one Alexander, a 

younger son of Ochonacher, the progenitor also of the For -

besses, who· came from Ireland to Scotland ab<.>ut the end 

of the twelfth century. 

The fourth in descent from the above-mentioned Alex. 

was Donald of Strathnaver, (as by the manuscript of the 

family) whose son and successor was Y More ; from him 

began the surname of Mackay, (i. e. Y his sons), whose 

great grandchild was Angus :Mackay, father of Y alias Odo 

Mackay; he was much in favour with King James IV. who 
gave to him the lands of Alexander Sutherland of Delred as Ly 
a charter of the date 1499 (id rotulis Jacobi Quarti), " Ded­
isse, concessise & confinnasse Odoni Mackay & heredibus 
snis, terras de Farre, Strathie, Kyneve, Kynned, Gosespie, 
Dilrit, &c. qure quidem terrre fuerunt quondam 
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dicti Alexandri Sutheraland hereditarie & nunc nobis per­

tinent, and in manibus nostris l~gitime devenerunt, ratione 

forisfacturre dicii · Alexandri," etc. From this Odo was 
lineally descended Sir Donald Mackay of Farre, a valiant 

man and of great honour ; he by a warrant of King Charles 

I. took over into Germany a regiment of 2000 men of his 

own name and followers, to the assistance of the King and 

Queen of Bohemia, in the year 1626; and thereafter he 

entered into the service of the King of Denmark 3-oo-ainst the 

Emperor; and after that war ended, he served with his own 

regiment under Gustavus.. the King of Sweden, with singular 

valour and success. King Charles I. created him a Knight 

Baronet, 28th of March, 1627, and the year following, for 
his great merit, a Peer of Scotland, by the title of Lord 

Reay. He died in the year 1649, leaving issue by Barbara, 

his lady, a daughter of Kenneth Lord Kintail, afterwards 

Earl of Seaforth, John his successor, second Lord Reay, who 

married Barbara, sister to- General Hugh Mackay, by whom 

he had Donald, Master of Rae, who died before his father 

leaving issue by his lady, a daughter of Sir George Munro of 
Culrain, George _the present_ Lord Rae. 

Their achievements, since the family was dignified, are 

azure, on a cheveron or, accompanied with three bears' 

heads couped argent, muzzled gules, a roebuck's head erased 
for the title of Rae, between to hands holding· daggers, all 

proper ; and for crest, a right hind holding up a dagger pale­

ways, proper ; motto, Manu forti ; supporters, two men in 

a n:ilitary dress, holding muskets in sentry postures. 

In our concluding note, we may avert to a few errors of thii 
Work. 
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7th page, Introduction-for heveux, heureux. 
Penultimo do. for it8 innate, their. innate. 

Likewise to two errors in the '' Oull,oden Paper,," edited by the Edi-
1',or of t1w Work. James ~orbes, there stated as Lord of La Faye, not 
being a brother of the first Duncan of Culloden, but a cousin : and 
John the son of said Duncan, being married to thedaugbter of Dun­
bar of Grange, not of HtmpTiggll, as the Editor ( though doubtingly) 
judged. John, who became possessed of theM:arquisate of Montilly 
the brother of the first Duncan of Culloden, was the cause of James 
the Lord of La Faye, being judged Duncan's brother. As to the 
portion of the Work dedicated to the Culloden family being so 
la.rge, we have stated our motives. Had chance put the documents 
of other branches in our possession, no doubt much might have been 
added to a Work of this kind from them ; but we shall not think 
ourselves quite divested of good fortune, since- we have had that of 
dwelling (though shertly) upon such a character as the Lord Presi· 

dent Duncan Forbes, the ornament of his country, and one whose 
virtues are sufficitmt to exalt the noblest name. 

Thee Forbes too, whom every worth attends, 
As truth sincere, as weeping friendship kind, 
Thee truly generous, and in silence great, 
Thy country feels through her reviving arts 
Plann'd by thy wisdom, by thy soul inform'd; 
And seldom has she known a friend like thee. 

Mr Forbes's narrative is rather incorrect in some respects, as far 
as regards the composition; but we did not on the whole think it 
best to make corrections, for by S11ch alterations, the racine&S of an 
essay has often been impaired. 

Our notices on Flowdon and Pinkie came naturally with our sub­
ject ; and indeed the field of Flowdon is in Scotch history like the 
deluge in that of the world, obliterating or making faint and obscure 
ali former chains of events, and family traditions, and honoul'8. 

Had Mr Lumsden enriched his Genealogy with dates, it would 
haTe added much to the interest of his Essay, nor can we withold 
our regret that he did not add some anecdotes of the fights of Flow­
don and of Pinkie, both of which he must have had the beat means 
of knowing; to have related such events at the time he wrote 
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would have been telling what the public well knew; yet what a mass 
of entertainment and knowledge has been lost to the world from BUch 
consideration? so fast does the cloud of oblivion steal on, that even 
a half century obscures the details of biography and history much 
more than is generally reflected on, by consigning to the dust the 
agents and their coevals; it becomes a matter of interest to know, 
whether such a man as Milton wore buckles or latchets to his shoes, 
because such trival circumstances are not only generally untold, but 
they present the liveliest and most familiar pictures in the mind,­
and we think the entertainment and value of Froissart, so far from 
being lessened, are greatly enhanced b~ the minu~ess of his descrip­
tions, even when he tells us he lodged at the Falcon, or theCrown, 
and narrates the names of his four greyhounds, as we remember Rol­
land, Tristan, Bruno and Hector. Yet to the contemplative mind 
even the reflection on such a mixture as Friossart gives of the great 
and of the trivial, may not be without its due advantage ; vast as the 
distinctions once were, a few years have made them equally unim­
portant ; and however, humiliating the consideration may be, it is, 
nevertheless indisputable, that all the pride of pageantry, and of the 
mortals whose names and vanity are meant to be honoured by it, &r6 

hastening with ceaseless velocity to the gulph where the meanest 

animals of the train of pomp, will equally engage our interest. The 
pursuits of life become inportant merely from a delusive tendency of 
our nature, (certainly implanted for the best purposes) which makes 
us evade the honest and constant conviction of our sedater thonghts; 
yet we cannot too soon or too often habituate our faculties to throw 
aaide the veil which obscures our vision ; however strong the tend­
ency to deceive ourselves may be, a moment can always break the 
earthly spell, and restore us to our senses ; for surely reason will ever 
come to our help, when not forcibly tmst out, and tea.ch us to look 
upon worldly concerns in their true colours, and revolve, as did 
the Poet, that 

This vast and solid earth, that blazing sun, 
Those skies through which he rolls, must all have end, 

What then is man! the smallest part of nothing! 
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Day buries day, month month, and year the year; 
Our life is but a chain of many deaths ! 
Life is the desert, life the solitude, 
Death joins us to the great majority ; 
'Tis to be borne to Platos and to Ca3Sa1'&­
'Tia pleasure, 'tis ambition then to die. 

J. NOBLE, PBINTER, INVERNESS, 


