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PREFACE . 

. THE following paper originated from a conversation between the Rev. ~~tthuniC' I S.1''olsom, 
and the Rev. Jacob Chapman, and from the known intention of the Rev. Mr. Chapman to 
prepare a book embracing a complete genealogy of the Folsom Family. The latter was 
advised to furnish an article for the Historical and Genealogical Register, with a view to 
obtain the cooperation of all intere~ted in the object. It was accordingly furnished, confined 
strictly to " t~e first four generations " and within the " six printed pages" to which such 
articles m·e in general limited. It .was then eubmittcd to the senior writer's revision, who 
could not take it in hand until January of the present year. On consultation with friends 
it was thought advisable to introduce historical and biographical sketches-the additional 
expense bl'ing cheerfully home by them. And then as it hecame known that a multitude 
of the Polsoms of the prtsent gen~ration wonld not he helped nt all by a pape1· within the 
specified limits, it wa.'-!l deemed expedient to include all the names given in Mr. Kelley's 
Genealogy publi~hed many ye-drs ago in the "Exeter News Letter" (of which ve1·y few 
copies are in exi~tcnce), in as full and perfect a form ns po~s ihle. And so the paper grew 
in the senior writer'~ hanus until it hn.,; ·i-.welled to more than four times the "six pages," 
embracing a large umount of new names and dates within the ~cope of the generations 
assigned to himself by Mr. Kelley as well as ueyond them. 

It was within the intent of the paper to record some representative of each living family 
traceable to the first John Folsom, and in particular any persons of talent, enterprise, or 
useful service, of whom information could be gained in season for publication by the montl1 
of April. Perhaps as much success has been obtained in this direction as could rea.c;onably 
be expected. Still, the main object has been to help to something more complete yet to 
come. · It is only the first fruits that are now gathered. The extent of the harvest-field 
may be imagined from a single point of view. Wishing to ascertain the status and antece­
dents ofthe"'founders of Folsomdale, Wyoming Co., N. Y., Mr. A. A. Folsom corresponded 
with a gentleman of that place, and finally learned their names~au prominent men (and 
they were th1·ee in number), Supervisors, Justice of the Peuce, large property-holders; also 
that they originated frmn Tunblidge, Vt.; that their father (beyond whom he could not 
ascertain their pedigree) was Asa, brother of J.1.cob Folsom-the last leaving a family of­
"eleven sons and daughters who met their descendants and other relatives at a reunion in 
Tunbridge, in the month of August or Septemher, 1871, to the number of three or four 
hundred." If they could only have come prepared with written genealogies of their 
families, to be recorded and preserved ! 

The I?ndness of postmasters and postmistresses is· gratefully acknowledged, especially 
in the instance of finding a married sister of Capt. Folsom, of California, who, through her 
daughter, furnished a very full family-record, going back far enough to be easily connected 
with names found in Mr. Lancaster's History of Gilmanton, in direct descent from the first 
John Folsom. Nor could important portions of the article have been written without the 
valuable aid of Mr. John Ward Dean, the Librarian of the Historic Genealogical Society, and 
Editor of its periodical, in putting just the needed books before the writer for personal re­
search ; also of the Librarian of the Congreg.ttional Library. A constant correspondence 
has also been maintained with Rev. Mr. Chapman, who has already a more extensive col­
lection of names, dates, &c., of the Folsoms than any other person in the country. 

In taking his final leave, the senior writer earnestly asks the descendants of. John Fol­
som to communicate names, dates (going back the farthest they can), occupation~, biogra-
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phical sketches, &c., to the Rev. Jacob Chapman, Kingston, N. H. Let them do this before 
the oldel-t generation now living shall pass away. Especially let efforts be made like that 
of Mr. Paul Foster Folsom (mentioned in note, p. 16), and the work of putting the various 
groups in lineal connection with the first John Folsom will be more practicable;_ whereas 
in their present ~tate many of the names now in the hands of Mr. Chapman are utterly 
untraceable. That co1Tcspondcnce, proving that Eenjamin F. was an ancestor two genera­
tions hack of men still Jiving who are over seventy years of age; that he went from Exeter 
or near neighborhood to Deerfield and thence with his family into Maine, was most impo1t­
ant. And it a:;n·ecd with a fact known from Deerfield records that a Benjamin F. bad Jived 
for n time in Deerfield, hut of whom there was no other trace, and no other fact known. 
But who was Be!'jamin's father? ~ohody could tell. The whole Genealogy of };fr. Kelley 
was ransacked. Every Benjamin named in it was hrought into inquisition,-until at last one 
was fixed on, and a pedigree made out th:tt ret'eived the npproval of the late l\Ir. Drake, w 
far as any could haTe it in the absence of explicit record~. But lliter re~e.trch, in the course 
of making up this present Genealogy of the "Folsom Family,'' r<'vealcd a flaw in the non­
agreement of the ages so as perfectly to fit the Benjamin sought after. The whole was 
given up, and the conviction reluctantly reached that in Mr. Kelley's Genealogy, the fullest 
known, there was no trace of such a person. Still later, an examination of the brief record 
of the Folsoms of Gilmanton, in Mr. L·mcaster's History of Gilmanton, which. was the 
occasion of bringing, by continued research and inquiry, almost all the new matter found 
in the present paper on pp. 16-18 (also on p. 13, No. 6), disclosed children of John (son of 
Dea. John), who married Sarall Dudley; and among their children was a son Peter, father 
of Peter, Josiah, Abraham and Benjamin. But of the Benjamin the History said nothing 
further. This supplied the long missing link, and met every condition. The Genealogist 
will appreciate the remark when I add, tbat this cost nearly a week of close, arduous, 
perplexing research and study. l\lr. Chapman will have some of this sort of work to do. 
EYen with help and encouragement his whole work will be arduous, enthusiastic though he 
is in it; without encouragement, it will be impo~sible. Let every family pledge itself to 
purchase his book when completed. We trust be wilf be able to produce a companion­
volume to the.·' Gilman Genealogy," that model of its class in form and method and genera 
execution. If in five or in seven years from tl1e present time be shall have published such 
a work, he will not fail to win the gr.1titude of bis kinsmen, ancl to find a welcome also from 
many hcyond tbcm. N. s. F. 



THE FOLSOM FAMILY. 

ON the 26th of April, 1638, the ship "Diligent, of Ipswich," Eng., of 350 
tons burden, John Martin, master, set sail from the mouth of the 

Thames for l\Iassachusetts Bay, ha.vingon board nineteen families and six or 
eight single persons, in all one hundred and thirty-three. Twelve of these 
families, nun1bering eighty-four souls, were from ol<l. Hingham, the rest from 
the immediate vicinity; and they ha.d all embarked for the purpose of joining 
a colony settled in Hingham, Mass., 1633-37 ( consisting of ten families 
and five single persons, in all forty-nine), who had been their friends and 
neighbors in old Hingham. Among those now emigrating were John Foul­
sham of Hingham, then twenty-three or twenty-four years of age, and his 
young wife, to whom he had been n1arried about a year and .a half. They 
were attended by two servants. His wife's· father and mother, Edward and 
}Iary Clark Gilman, of Hingham, three younger brothers, Edward ( not 
quite twenty-one years old), John and l\Ioses; two younger sisters, Sarah, 
and Lydia ( who married Daniel Cushing, 1645), and three servants of the 
family, were fellow-passengers. The rector of the parish, Rev. Robert 
Peck, with his family, cousistini of wife, two" children and two servants, also 
formed part of the company. The immediate occasion of their departure 
seems to have been trouble in ecclesiastical matters.· Their rector, doubt­
less with the· sympathy and aid of most of· those constituting the emigrat­
ing party, had pulled down the rails of chancel and altar, and levelled the 
13:tter a foot below the church, as it remains to this day. Being prosecuted 
by Bishop ,vren, he left the kingdom, together with his friends-who sold 
their estates at half their real value-promising to remain with them always. 

In an account of the family, published forty or fifty years ago in the 
"Exeter News Letter," from which a large portion of names and dates in 
the present record has been taken, there is mentioned a tradition that '' as 
several John Smiths were in the company, one of them who came from the 
town of Foulsham was, for the sake of being distinguished from the others, 
familiarly called 'John Foulsham,' and by this name, on his arrival in 
New-England, he chose to be known. So it became his and his posterity's 
n::une." ~ ow there may be a real fact of a change or abridgment of name 
Jying at the hasis of the tradition. There is presumptive evidence, nay, fair 
proof of it, in an attestation, given by the compiler of the Exeter News 
Letter Genealogy, of his inspection of a deed signed by John Foulsham, 
167 2. and record eel in vol. xi. p. 287, in the Registry of Deeds for the Co. of 
Rockingham, in which some property is conveyed by John Foulsham to his 
daughter, comn1enci11g thus : " \Vhereas there is an Intent of marriage be­
tween George l\Iarch, the son of Hugh March of Newbery and Mary Foul­
sham the daughter of John Foµlsham, alias Smith, of Exeter."* Why the 
·'alias" there, uqless he had ~nee borne the name "Smith," and now wished 
to make the bequest to his child forever indisputable? Assuming this to 

~ A friend nnd kinsman, Nathaniel Shute, Esq., of Exeter, has kindly inspected this 
deed for us, nnd we ~ive from his pen a more exact transcript in the text than the News 
Letter contains, together with the closing portion, here in this note. 

'' Know ye all men by these presents, that I the said John Foulsham in consideration of 

2 
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11ave been his name when he embarked, the explanation given hy the "News 
Letter" cannot be wholly accurate; for there is only one more "'Smith" 
on the list of passengers, and his llame was "Henry." There is, however, 
printefl in the town records for 1639, as will be seen further on, the nan1e 
of a ",John Smith" associated with that of "John Foulsham." · )Vhere 
<li<l he come from? In all probability he was one of the sons of the '' Henry 
Smith'' already mentioned; and two John Smiths-though there were 
not "" several "-presented motive enough for distinguishing them in name 
if possible. But with full evidence that "" Foulsham " had Leen for centu­
ries a family name, as well as that of a parish, in Norfolk county; that it 
was written on monuments, in town-records and in history, there does not 
seem auy probability that "John Smith" on his voyage across the Atlantic 
would drop the name .. , Smith," and take that of "':Foulsham" from the 
uame of a 11arish iu the neighborhood of Hingham. By the change he put 
himself among the"' Foulshams." A better explanation of the adoption of 
the 11ame "John :Foulsham" by the husbantl of.l\'Iary Gi]man-if we must 
accept the change-is that he took the surname because it was his mother's 
maiden name, aud possibly was bis own middle name, though middle names 
were very rare in England at that time. In dropping the last word, his 
father's surname, be clid what many have doue, and are doing down to 
this dav. I-le was nevertheless a lineal descendant of the ]foulshams, ., 

the said maniage do Give, grant. Covenant Enfeo:ffe and fully clearly and ahsolnt('ly doe 
give unto the said George nnd Mary one hundred acres of land lying and being in said 
Exeter and bounded,'' &c. &c. , 

"In witness whereof I the abo,·e-snid John Foulsham have set my hand nnd ~eal the 
eighteenth of May Anno Domini 1672. JOHN FouLSHAM." 

" In the presence of 
John Gilman, 
Anthony Somerby ." 

There is in cxir:;tcnre in the Norfolk (formerly part of E~sex County, and part of the 
Province of New-Hampshire) Records of Del'ds, Rook 2, leaf 291, a copy of still another 
deed. given by the first John Folsom-for the two following- paragraphs from which we are 
indebted to the kindness of the family of the late Mr. Charles Folsom. 

"John Ffnlsham of Exiter [N. H.l in respect of yt paternall love and affeccon and fatherly 
care nnd good will of my trusrie and well beloved sone Peter Ffn]sham of Exitcr aforcs'd 
and for )'e future good and benefit of him and his posterity," gives him 

"40 or 50 acres of land in Hinglrnm in ye county of Norfolk [Eng.] near Norrald Com­
on and formerly cald by ye name of Ffuh-ham at ye Boxbushe~ ;-hounded W. wth Nor­
raid Comon, E. "ith great Langhames and little Lang-ham~, N. with Harclin~ham Comon, 
S. E. with )and of John Huck formerly and Et..lward Fflower formerly." "10 April, 1673." 

In posses~ion of the ~nme family is a fac-simile of an autograph of John Folsom, penned 
thP. Jear he died, and showing another way of spelling the name, us follows: ''John .Foullsam, 
lGSI." 

The definite location of the '' land in Hingham" is worthy of notiee. It may assist in 
gaining a correct conception of it, to <.'Onsider that "Hingham was once the head town of 
a deanery, nnd contained 43 parishes." "Ffnlslmm" seems to haYe heen one of these out­
lying parbhes; anu the uc·ed proves that the first John }'olsom had lnml there as well as in 
" Hatkford-h~ -Hingham," as the latter place wa~ sometimes called by way of distinction. 
The appellation "Fful~ham at the Box-hushes" sugge~ts a site where the .Box-shrub 
aboun<.lcd, and was planted as an ornament of garden and-lawn, perhaps an ancient home 
of his ar.ccstors-thc hui1dings long gone-one of the freeholds ~aincd h.v purchase or gift 
in the parh-hcs in wliich the manors of the noblemen were a moiety only. The De l\1ar­
shalls and Morlcys had "'m~rnors in Foleslmm" from 1202 to i580. 1he De Poinings had 
"fees·' there in 1324. (See for tl1ese various statements, "B1omeficld's County of Nor­
folk," vol. 2.) It was also nn "'adYowson" (i. e. with right att.,ched of appointing to a 
church-living), a "demesne" (the nobleman'::; tenants being ex.,mpt from tolls anti taxes). 
&c .• antl the names of the bordering pari~hcs of Hardingharn, Lang-ham and Norral<l 
(Northwol<l, where it is stated that "the ~itc of a manor" lwd become "a pasture-close"), 
can he all identified. Perhnps the ]and hnd been kept so long because of the dear associa­
tions connected with it. He remcmLered the fra~rance and_ greenness of its ~bruhhery. 
And now, eight years before his death, he will not alienate the ancestral possession from 
l1is family, but hc~tows it ono ne of llis sons •. The father's tribute to the good qualities of 
tbe son supplies valuable testimony of character in the absence of any other record. 



wortl1y to be the founder of the Folsom family in America, and fit to trans­
mit the vigorous pulsations of his ancestral blood to future generations.* 

The party having lauded at Boston, l\Iass., Aug. 10, 1638, immediately 
proceeded to their place of destination, about fourteen miles 8. E. from 
Boston. An Adam Foulslrn,m, probably a son of the Adam who died iu 
l 627, and a cousin, if not hrother, of John Foulsham, came from Hingham, 
Eng., to Hingham, l\Iass., in I 639, hut returned to England and died 1670. 
Their rector remained about t11ree years, when hearing that the bishops 
were deposed, he returned to England in 1641 t (the date given by Daniel 
Cushing), resumed his rectory, and died 1656. Edward Gilman had with. 

· others obtained a grant of land eight miles square in a place now called Re­
_hohoth, near the Rhode Island line, in 1641. In 1647 his name is recorded. 
in Ipswich. Soon 'afterward he went to Exeter, N. H., where his sons were 
already established in business. John Folsom and wife, with their children~ 
followed her father and mother to Exeter, probably not earlier than .1650; 
the first authentic record of their residence in that town being in the year 
1655. 

During the twelve or fifteen years' residence of John Foulsham i11 
Hingham, 1\-Iass., he was not without tokens of the good will of the people. 

* As to the original derivation of the name FouLsHAM, Hon. George Folsom, in one ·of 
the MSS. left hy him, says "It arose, upon the adoption of surnames in England, fa·om 
the town of Foulsham, a village in the county of Norfolk, England [six or eight miles 
north of Hingham], in which county the family was seated for many centuries, possessing 
esti\tes in fifrecn ditferent places." Thus, John of Foulsham became John Foulsham. 

The orthography and pronunciation of the name have varied in the family itself, as well 
as among others writing and pronouncing it. Tbe first Anglo-American bearing the name 
spelt it·' Fuulsham." His son, Dea. John, wrote it "Fnllsom" in 1709, and it is so simed 
in his last will. 1715. In one instance .in the Hingham town records it is spelt "Fnlsham,' 
but always aftenvard "Fonlsh .. 1m." In the Exeter record~ it -is uniformly written 
"Folsom" from the year 16-19, with one exception in 1681, when the town clerk wrote 
"Fuulshame." In the re,·ords of the First Parish, Haverhill, Mass., 1749-6i, it is spelt 
"Foulsham," "Fouh,am," "Folsham,'' and "Fulsom," on occasion of the baptism of 
children of·' Jo-;iah Foulsham." Originally it was doubtless spelt "Foulshame''-its cty. 
mological si~nitkance being the Fowls home, or breeding-placP, or mart. The old syl• 
la.hie division must have been Fouls-hame, the final sylldble becoming shortened into 
"ham," with the first letter silent, pronounced like um, ns may now often he noticed in 
words of that termination. A further shortening appears in V>04-how extensively practised 
is uncertain-in a Latin inscription on a monumental stone in the floor of the church of 
Repps, Norfolk co., which translated is, Pray for the soul of Mr. Thomas Folsham, Bacca• 
laureate of the Chapel ( Hist. of Norfolk Co., vol. xi. p. 182). This last mode of spelling ap­
pears on modern maps of England, designating the town. But everywhere it is now written 
Folsom by those hearing the name. 

In regard to the pronunciation of this word, it is now generally pronounced by the family 
qnite like wliolesome (the writer has never known but or.e exception). And we suggest 
that this is a preservation of the old way of pronouncing the name; that in the first syl• 
fa'hle '' Fonls" the diphthon.~ "on" was sounded. as in "souls, poultry," &c. Cert:tin it is 
that this old spelli11g--fouls ( or fonlcs)-of our modern word" fowls," ocrurs in Chaucer­
as in bis "House of Fame," and in his "Legend of Nine Good \Vomen ": -

" As this foule when hit hehcld." 
" I hear the foulcs sing." 

Onr sui:rn:estion is, moreover, fully horne ont by similar phenomena of pronunciation in 
modern times. \Ve he:1r ''howling-alley" (once written bouling-alley, and the sphere or 
l1all, bou,le) prononnccd in two wa.,·8, with the first sylhtble like ''ow" in howl and in the 
drinking--vessel bowl. '' Johnson, Elphinstonc nnd Perry declare for the former, i.e. as in 
kmol; Sherid:tn, Scott, Rennell aml Smith pronounce it like hole. Garrick corrected ,val­
ker for pronotmdng it like'" howl.''-(Early Engli~h Pronnn., vol. i. p. 1,52.) Even the pro­
nunciation of the word when written as Dea. John Folsom wrote it, "r,ullsom.'' has au­
thority in the ol<.l pronuncLttion of the word '' Cowper," like that of wound (a hurt) as 
now heard, with the ou, as in" group,·' or possibly nearer ·the sound of 0-00-the sound of 
the ozo in "Co\vpcr,, as in howl lJeing " given it only by those who do not know the 
family." 

t In l\Ir. Blomefield's "County of Norfolk," vol. 2, p. 42,5, it is stated that he '' came 
b-1,:.:k to Llingham in tlle year 1643, after ten yc:u·s vol:mtary banishment." 
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. It is quoted from Daniel Cushing's · Records in Sprague's Genealogy, 
Appendix, p. 50, that "there was given him by the Town four acres of Land 
butting upon the Playne eastward and upon the Common westward;" and 
the author of the Genealogy mentions that "the house standing upon this 
lot [1828] was built by Foulsham before Daniel Cushing was Town-clerk 
[1669]-the frame··is of sawed oak-timber. lfy grandfather," the author 
adds, ~- bought it in 17 44 of Daniel Beal-my father left it in 1800; the 
Spragues own it at present." This house was taken down in 187 5, and 
some of its sawed oak manufactured into memorial chairs. Another record 
is quoted of the 30th of January, 1645, that "the seven or nine men chosen 
to order the prudential affairs of the town shall be chosen out of the body of 
the Town, as well non-Freemen as Freemen ; " and the seven chosen were 
"Thomas Josselyn, George Marsh, Thomas Gill, John Tower, John Smith, 
John Foulsham, ,villiam Sprague.'' And again, "it is ordered & agreed 
upon by the town that Capt. Joshua Hubbard and John Foulsham shall 
have liberty of the two rivers, Rocky J\ileadow & Bound Brook l{ivers, so 
far as the town hath property, to build & maintain a saw-mill or mills." 

It is related in the Exeter News Genealogy that in 1645 there arose 
.some '' troublesome business," as Gov .. "\V.inthrop calls it in reference to 
himself personally; a man named Emes, who had been lieutenant of 
· Hingham, having been appointed captain by the government, but rejected 
by the people, who elected Allen in his stead. Winthrop, then lieutenant:­
governor, insisted that Emes should be obeyed as commanding officer; the 
people insisted upon having Allen for their captain, and, "speaking evil of 
dignitiest asked, " What have magistrates to do with us ? " protesting also 
that they would die at the sword's point if they might not have the choice 
of their own officers. The result was a requisition on some of the leaders 
to give security for appearance at court, and on their refusal a commitment 
to prison. In turn, the friends of. the imprisoned arraigned Winthrop for 
assumption of power and illegal imprisonment.· The affair terminated in 
the acquittal of the deputy governor; and a fine of £155½ was imposed on 
about ninety persons, £20 of which John Foulsham was sentenced· to pay. 
By some means he was finally exempted; for his name does not appear 
among the censured and fined. 
· After his removal to Exeter, the name of "Goodman Folsom" appears 
in 1659 on the list of '' selectmen." He obtained a grant of land, 1660; 
his sons also all obtained similar grants in years following; he was a 
juryman, 1662. In J nly, 1665, being one of a committee representing 
Dover, Portsmouth, Exeter and I-Iampton, to consult on certain political 
grievances, he presented "a petition to the King's l\Iajesty," for 
consideration by the comn1ittee~ praying that they '' might be governed by 
the laws of England," and expressing '''joy that the King had sent over 

· Commissioners into these parts," and •• sorrow that the Commissiouers were 
evilly entertained by the Bay Government." Connected with this, and 
showing further action in the matter, it is recorded in volume i. of the 
Provincial P~.pers of New Hampshire, p. 280, without date, but about 1665, 
that "testimonies of selectmen are made that John Foulsham, ~en., and 
three others, Abraham Corbitt, Robert Burnham and Edward Hilton, are 
prindpal actors in trying to procure hands to he taken off [i. e. to sign 
off] from the Bay Government." In 1776, he and his brother-in-law, 
l\Ioses Gilman, disagreed about their boundary-lines, and the latter, in a 
passion, pulled up a parcel of fence that stoocl between their lands. '' John 
~en't·" instantly entered his complaiut; ·the case was "respited" a few days 
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at the request of 1\Ioses. Intercession on the part of mutual friends 
"persuading to peace meantime proved fruitless." John felt that an insult 
and a wrong had been committed, and he pressed the trial. The decision 
was slightly evasive of the question of real line of boundary. But so far 
as it went it was against l\ioses, who was required to bear the cost of 
complaint (16 shillings), and where, by pulling down the fence, he had made 
gaps an<l exposed his neighbor's crops to injury~ he must put it up and keep 
it up, '' until after next Indian harvest," .when, of course, the matter in 
dispute might be opened again, and a more intelligent decision be given. 

· 1\lr. Commissioner Dalton, however, "does advise to peace and love in the 
mean time, as their relation and duty-requireth." 

From facts like tl1ese, the descendants of the Auglo-American JouN 
FoLSO::\I may learn what were some of the traits of character in their 
ancestor~ He was enterprising, courageous, prominent in the communities 
in which he lived, a leader in public. affairs, determined on simplicity in 
religious worship and equity in the state, a solid, independeut, righteous and 
true man. 

The earliest period in which the name appears in history, is the first half 
of the fourteenth century. There was a John Foulsham of Foulshami 
prior of a Carmelite mouastery in Norwich, and '" prreses proYincialis" of all 
England. In all probability he belonged to a family of which the Folsoms 
·are lineal descendants. I-le was D.D. of Cambridge, and, according to Pitt, 
is spokeu of in John Bayle's Catalogue of :Eminent ,vriters (p. 421), as 
follows : After an acqnaintance with Aristotle's methods, and having got a 
smattering of the original scriptures [gustatis scripturarun1 corticibus], he 
heca1ne no mean proficient in controversial theology, knowing how, hy 
means of syllogistic tricks, to turn white into black a11d men into donkeys. 
He died in the great plague at Norwich, 1348. Richard Foulsham. also of 
Foulsham, and probably the prior~s brother, was much in the court of John 
XXII. at Rome (1316-34), with whom he corresponded, and some of his 
letters to whom were published. 

The first traceable ancestor of John Foulsham is (I) ROGER Foulsham, 
of ;Necton, county of Norfolk, Eng., whose will is dated 1534. (2) )Vn, .. 
LIA::\I, his son, 1narried Agnes Smith, alias Foulsham, of Besthorpe, aud 
was father of (3) ADA:\r, of Besthorpe, who married Emma -- , and 
whose will is dated 1565; he owued lands in Besthorpe, ,vymondham 
('Vindham). B1.1n,vell, 1-iingham antl fiackford. (4) Adam, his son, was 
baptized 15GO; marned Grace --- ; bad a home in Hingham and lands 
in Besthorpe; he died 1630. (5) ADAlI. of I-Iin'.rham, sou of tl1e latter, 
married Agnes ---, and died 16:l7. The facts iu the preceding para­
graph, and thus far ill the present, are given on the authority of the 1\ISS. of 
I-Ion. George Folsom, who visited England anrl explored eYery possible 
source of information. I-le next states that .. A<lam," the fourth i11 descent 
from "'Rocrer," left a son named ",John," i.e, the first Anglo-An1erican ,lohn 

~ 

Foul sham. Those who shall accept the '"alias Smitlt" can hardly consider 
him as the sou of Adam the third, but of Adam's sister, who had married a 
Smith. Through her he was the grandson of the previous '·Adam." From 
this first Anglo-American John Folsom, of .Exeter, N. H., and his wi1e 
J\Iary Gilmau Folsom, are descended, so far as "'e know, all the Folsoms 
in America - with the exception of one family, with which is conuected a 
story curious enough to be given in a note below.* 

· * ~Ir. Ahr:1ham Folsom, of Boston, fois rcfatcd to the_ writer thc_following: That his 
youngrr l>rother, J.1mes Madison Folsom, who went to Savannah, Ga., 1829, and-llicd IJeforc 
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1. JoHN 1 For.so:1r, bapt. 1615, in Hingham, Eng. (a town ab0ut 14: 
miles ,v.s.,v. of Norwich, aud 97 N.E. of London1 in the neighborhood of 
a small lake about a mile in circumference, and having a fine old stone 
church with a tower and chime of bells); m. Oct. 4, 1636, 1\iia.ry, oldest 
child of Edward and l\Iary Clark Gilman; d. at Exeter, N. H., Dec. i7, 
1681. His widow survived him eight or ten years. They had: 

2. i. JonN,2 b. 1638 or '39; m. Nov. 10, 16i5, Abigail, dau. of Abraham Perkins, 
of Hampton; d. 1715. 

3. ii. S!MUJ<~L,2 h.1641.* 
iii. NATHANIEL,2 b. 164-l; m. 1674, Hannah Faxon, of Hingham ; had a son 

8amuel, b. April 18, 1679. He ~ve a deed of land in Exeter, lfi9fL 
iv. lsRAEL.2 h. 16!6; m. and had a son Israel; received '' a Gr-ant of Land" 

in 166-1; nothing more is known of him. 
4. v. PETER,2 b. 1H49; has always borne the title of Lieut. Peter. 

vi. l\lARY,2 b. 1651; m. 1:2 June, 16i2, Gevrge l\1arsl1, of Newbury. 
5. vii. EPIIRAill,2 b. 1654. 

2. DEA. JOHN 
2 FoLSOlI ( John1

) was a man of high standing and good 
property, active both in church and in political affairs. He is among the 
worthies of the first century of Exeter, of whom Judge Smith in his Centen­
nial Adflress, July 4, 1838, says that "they filled acceptably the municipal and 
public offices couterred upon them." He was frequently sent to the General 
Assembly. In the first volume of Provincial Papers, already quoted with 
reference to his father, there is a deposition ( pp. 554-7) from the son as 
constable, bearing date 1684, that he "ha<l received a list of names in 
Exeter with fines annexed arnounting to £50; that he was required by Gov. 
and Council to go and demand the sum; but the people refused to pay, 
saying the taxes 1:)hould be raised hy the General Assembly-which answer 
he gave to Gov. & Council: whereupon they took the scroll out of his hands 
a11d delivered it to Thos. Thurton, provost--marshal, and he was ordered by 
a warrant from the 8ecretary to aid the said Thurton." This summary 
treatment was houorable to him from such a government as that of Cran­
field, and shows how '- acceptably," at least to the people, if not to the party 
iu power. he filled that special office of constable by forbearing to push the 
demand for oppressive and unconstitutional taxes and fines. The following 

the rehellion. had two sons, Dr. Robert W., who fell in the Battle of the Wilderness, the 
colonel of lJis re~imcnt, and James M .• a young htwyer, and colonel on the staff of 
Gov. Brown. As Col. James was passing with a Georgia regiment tbroug-h Sumter, S.C., a 
crow<l of gentlemen and Ltdies had g,tthered at the depot to greet them-the ladies throwing 
bouquets to the officers and soldiers. Col. James caught one, and on his depa.rtnre found 
in it a slip of paper, on whil'h "~as written the name "Rosa Fol~om.'' His curio ... ity being 
~reatly ex.cited, he wrote to know about the family. and received the following reply from the 
young hldy's father: ",ve are descended from one who espoused the cause of liberty under 
Cromwell, but who died during the Protectorate. At the Restoration his estates were 
confiscnted; and so.on afterwards the sons emharked tor Americ:1, and landed at Alhem,1rlc 
Sound [this must have hecn, if at all, at the settlement of the sceond colon vat that place, 
1667]. Two of the brothers married in America. Shortly after they simplified their name 
hy :sµellin~ it 'Fobom.' '' Col. James M is the author of the '"Heroes of Georgia," and 
is now clerk of the court of the county of Stratford, N. H. 

* ,vc h:n-c received a letter from Hon. Solomon Lincoln, of Hinglrnm, containing an ex­
tract from Rev. Peter Hobart's diary, copied 1.Jy his son, in which it is stated that the two 
old.c:st children of John Folsom were baptized-

Samuel Oct. 3. lli4 l. 
John, Oct. 11. 16H. 

There i~ oh~rurity in this. No hint exists anywhere that they were twins. An<l the in­
terval of eight days wou!:l prove that one of them could not have hecn haprized on a Sunday. 
Is it prohahle that John ,,-,1s horn on the voyage, or amid the confusion of becoming estal>­
lishe<l in their new home, so that his haptism was delayed until after the second chiid w,ts 
born? Nothin~ definite fixes the birth of John. \Ve have assumed that he was the oldest, 
without any explicit authority for it. · · · 
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quotation fro~ the same portion of the Provincial Papers will show the 
sort of "aid" he gave to the "provost-marshal," and that he could turn 
with. wrath and contempt on the public foes, deacon though he was. Under 
date of Dec. 29, 1684, there is a deposition of this Thurton that "being 
sent to collect those flues, and one of 50 shillings on John Foulsham for 
neglecting the duty of his office as constable, Foulsham told him that if he 
came to levy execution at his house, he should meet him with a red-hot 
spit and scalding water; and bade him go, like a rogue as he was." The 
women of the Gilman family must also have some of the fame of this 
affair; for the provost-marshal adds, that '· peing at the house of Edward 
Gilman [ son of the first Edward, and lost at sea about 1653] the wife of 
James Gilman [grandson of the first Edward, born I 659] told him she had 
provided a kettle of scalding water for him, if he should come." He 
thought it rather rough treatment, especially as no money had yet been 
demanded of them. In one instance in which Dea. tlohn's wife had been 
slandered by his sister-in-law Hannah, wife of his bl'other Nathauiel, he 
was determined the off ender should smart for it ; and accordingly making 
complaint before llr. Commissioner Dalton, he obtained sentence against 
her that she should •' make acknowledgment at some public town-meeting." 

Dea. Folsom had nine children, viz. : 

i. An1GA1L,3 h. Dec. 23, 16i6. 
6. ii. JOBN,3 b. 1685. 

✓iii. 8ARAB,3 wifo of - Stevens. 
1v. MARY,3 m. and left two children. 
v. . LYDlA,3 wife of -- Stockman. 
v1. l\lERCY.3 m. Lieut. James Dudley, cooper, 80n of Stephen (Rev. &muel,2 

of Exeter, Guv. Thomas1 Dudley) ; had seven children, one of whom, 
John, of Raymond, was a judge of the sup1·eme court of New-Hamp­
shire. 

7. vii. ABRAHAM,3 m. Elizabeth--, and died about 1740. 
8. ,iii. JEREMUH,3 m. Elizabeth ---; built, in 1719. the brick house just 

south of Newmarket village, which i:::tooti till 18i4; d. li57. 
9. ix. JoxATUAN,3 m. Anna, dau. o(Nathaniel Ladd, E~q., whof--e wife Elizabeth 

was dau. of Hon. John Gilu,ian. He died li40, the father of twel,e 
children. His wife administered on his estate. 

3. SA:\IUEL 2 FoLSOlI ( Jol,n 1
) m. Dec. 22, I G63, 1\Iary, dau. of I-Ieury 

Robey ; d. about 17 00 ; had : 
i. MARY,3 b. Sept. 2i, 1664; m. Ezekiel Ladd. 
ii. EBENEZER,3 lived in llampton in lil2; afterwards probably went to 

Stratham. 
iii. SAMUEL,3 was administrator on his father's e~tnte in 1702; removed to 

Hampton, near the Port~mouth line; purchased a place in Greenland, 
Ii 10; d. prior to li23, without children. 

iv. RuTB,3 m. l\larch 4, 1692, )loses Norris. 
Y. lsRAEL. 3 

vi. DELIVERANCE,3 united with the church in Greenland, 1723. 

4. Lieut. PETER 2 -FOLSO:'\I ( Jolni 1
) m. l\Iay G, 1 G78, Susanna Cousins, 

of \V ells, 1\Ie.; d. 1717. Chihlren : 
i. EuzABETEI,3 wife of Samuel Sanborn. 
ii. SUSAN~A,3 who m. Caleb, sun of Moses Gilman and grandson of first 

Edward; they had two children, Da,id and Caleb. 
iii. )fARY ,3 m. Joseph Thing. 

10. iv • .BENJAlH'.'\,3 rn. Rachel, dau. of James Gilman (son of .Moses. who was horn 
in Hingham, Eng., and grandsJn of the first Edward); d. abJut 1750. 
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11. v. PETER,3 m. Catherine, dau. of Hon. John Gilman nnd !!randdaughter of 
the first Ed ward. He d. 1718. His widow married a second husband, 
H icha rd Cai ley, of Stratham. 

12. vi. Jorr~,a m. (1) Hannah, dau. of James Gilman; (2) :Mary Lyford. 

5. EPIIRAnr 2 FoLSOJr (John1
) m. Phaltiel Hall; lived and died ·(killed 

by the Indians, I 709) in Newmarket, on a farm still owned and occupi­
ed by his descendants. Children: · 

l. .. 
ll • 
iii. 

A daughter, whom.--..-.- Robinson, of Exeter. 
A daughter, m. -- York • 
LYDL\,3_ m. - Glidden. 

iv. ABIG.\IL,3 wife of Jo~eph Judkins. 
v~ S.1R.1a,a m. Thomas Young, E~q., of Newmarket; children; (1) Joseph; 

(2) rl'homas, who had a son John. 
vi. EPBR.1n1.3 Jr., m. -.--- Taylor, whose children were-I. Eph1·aim, who 

m. Eunice Smart, and had Joseph; John (who had Joshua~ :Mary 
wife of Richard~on, Elizabeth wife of Sanborn, Rhoda wifo of :San­
born, Eleanor wife of ~mith). 2. Andrew, of Ossipee, m. Anna. tlau. 
of \V illiam Folsom, and had Ella wife of Brackett, of \V olfborough ; 
Andrew, whom.-.- Hodgdon. 3. William, m .. Mary, dau~hter of 
John Folsom, son of Lieut. Peter. Ile was of N'ewmarket, and died 
there ahout the first of the year 1787. Children; John (died of small­
pox during the Revolutionary war, one of who8e children, Susan, 
m. Lamson, of Exeter) ; Edward, of Gilmanton (one of whose· si~ters 
m. Abraham, son of Abraham, br .. of Josiah, son of John, son of Vea. 
John), m. --- Burley, and had numerous de~ccndants; Jonathan, 
whom. Prudence \Vecks, Dee. 1. 1786, and left no children; Ephraim; 
Benjamin, blind (liring in 1848); Hannah; Mary; Eliza.beth; 
Rachel ~ also one of the daughters m. - Kimball, and had a son 
\Villiam. 

vii. '\V1LLIAM,3 m. {l) Hannah Gilman. of Exeter, and (2) Elizabeth, widow of 
Benjn.min Sanborn. All of his children but Dudley are supposed to 
re by hi~ fil'st wife. He was twenty years &.u<'ces!-iively a sel~tman of 
Newmarket, and died in 1755. He had-1. :Maj, David,¾ of Epping; 
m. Sarah, dau. of Thonias Gilman, of Exeter; bu is on State records 
ns Second l\1ajor in the 19th Regiment, 1780; died li91. His children 
were: (1) Thomas, whom. a dau. of Benjamin\\' abmn,ofNuttingham; 
(2) ,vinthrop, whom. a dau. of Thoma~ Noble. of' Lee, had children 
~ua.h and Xancy,.and removed to Xew-York; (3) James, whom. -
.Blake, of Epping, and had \Vinthrop. of Dorchester, N. H. ~ (4) Gil­
man, whom. Ruth Page (of his children, Gilman, b. April, }j96, m. 
a dau. of Col. Marvin. was in Cleveland,Ohio, 1864,anrl haJ two Rons. 
A not her, F...zekiel. b. Dec. I i98. m. a <laughter of Re,. Ebenezer Fitch, 
D.D .• president of ~iiddlcbury College, was for some yl'ars a bu:--iness 
man in Cleveland. GPorge P., a son of the latter, b. Dec. 1826, 
~raduatcd at WilliamR Coilt·ge, studied theology at Auburn Theological 
Seminary, m. Lilia Frazer. is ~ttled OVt'r a Preshyterian Church 
in Baraboo, ,vis.) ; ( 5) Ezekiel, m. - Norri~, of Epping-. and had 
N,,a,h ( m. a. dau. of Josiah ~mith) ; :Mo~s and Gilman: (6) Da,id; 
{7) Anna, wife of ~10Sl'S DaviR: (8) Hannah, wife of Noah Dow~ 
{9) Sarah. The next children of \Villinmwere: 2. James. 4 3. Dudley,4 

who peri~hed _with cold in a gondola between Port~mouth and Newmar­
ket. 4. William,4 who administered on his father·s etState. Hem. Mary 
Low, of Stratham ; died Fch. 180H. Children: ( l) Annn., m. Andrew 
F,,hmm, Ossipee. (2) Jacob, of \Volfhorough, 111. Elizabeth Smart, of 
Newmarket, June 4, 1787,and had Gilman, whoE-e wife wns Mary 
Rust; John, who rn. Hannah Blake; :Mary, wife of Joseph Edmunds; 
Lydia, wife of Nathaniel Ru~t; J:11ne1:-1. of Someri::;worth, who~e wifo 
was Sa.Uy Rust; GaJr_;!e, who m. Clari~sa Lee; Henry, of Somers­
worth. whu rn. ~ally Leighton; Charles, of Somcrs\vorth. who m. 
Sally Richal'd~. (3) :Mary~ (4) Lydia. (5) ~Iehitahcl, wife of Rob­
Prt Smart and mother of Charlotte (wife of Thomas Pendergast, of 
Exeter), Robert and Jacob. (6) Hannah, wifo• of JosPph Uooley, of 
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Exeter, who removed to the ,vest. (7) Be~ey, wife of John Brackett, 
of Wolfborough. (8) Josiah, who m. Abigail Ham, of Durham, and 
occupied the farm owned by his great-grandfather in the seventeenth 
century. Of the children of Josiah and Abigail are-I. \Villiam, a 
phy~ician, who m. a dau. of Hon. 8mith Lamprey, of Kensington. 
2. :M:ary. 3. Abigail. 4. Josiah. (9) Sally, wife of Joseph 'fucker, 
of )Volfhorough. There were also three daughters to \Villiam,3 viz. : 
Ab~qail. Mary (wife of Dea. James Cram), and Lydia (wife of John 
Lyford). 

6. J OHN3 FoLSOlI ( John,2 John1 
), b. 1685 ; m. Sarah, dau. of Stephen4(?) 

Dudley (b. 1688, m. July, 1708, which would make John at least tweuty­
four or fl ve years older than his wife ; the dates of two sons of St~phen 
being given at 1721, 1724, but those of the other six children not being 
given); d. 1755. They had (with other children): 

13. i. PETER.4 b. 1718. 
14. ii. ABRAllAll,4 b. li20. 
15. iii. Josuu.4 h. Sept. 25. 1725; not to he confvunded with Josiah, sev­

enth child of John3 (Lt. Peter,2 John1). 

7. ABRAHAlI 3 FoLSOlI (John,2 John 1 ) had: 
i. DANIEI,,4 married ; lived in Exeter. 
ii. Jo~ATHAN,4 of ::iheepscote, York co., lie.; d. li45. 
iii. ABRAHAY,4 joiner, of Exeter; m. a dau. of \Villiam of Newmarket, and 

sister of Edward of Gilmanton. 
iv. llARY,4 m. James Rundlett; was a widow in 1745. 

8. J ERElHAH 3 FoLSOlI (John,2 John 1 ) had: 
16. i. NATIIAN,4 h. Newmarket, 1717; m. Elizabeth -- : d. 1769. 
17. ii. JEREMIAH,4 Jr., b. July 25, 1719: m .. March 28, 1742, Mary Hersey; 

d. 1802. 
iii. Etrz.1BETH,4 wife of Walter Bryant, E8q. 
1v. SusAN~A,4 wifo of John .Mead, of Stratham; children: Benjamin, of 

Newmarket; John, of Deerfield; Levi, of Northwood, and Jeremy, 
of Newmarket. 

v. ABIGAIL.4 

vi. SAR.An,4 wife of Jacob Low, of Stratham. 
vii. AN.s,4 wife of Joseph Young, of Stratham. 
viii. Joax.4 of Stratham, b. July 7, 1723; m. 1748, Sarah, dau. of Samuel 

Veasey. Children : I. Samuel, who died :1.n infant. 2. David, b. 
~lay 20, li50; m. Dorothy. dau. of the Rev. \Vm. Johnson. of New­
bury; their children: ( l J Hon. Jonx, of Chester; (2) William; (3) 
)Iary, wife of -- Poor; ( 4) :Martha, wife of Thomas Brackett, and 
afterwards of Shadrach Rohinson; (5) Nancy, wife of John Adams. 
(6) Elizalwth, wife of "\Vinthrop Hilton. of Newmarket. By a second 
wife, Martha. \Viggin, b. li29, he had: 3. Sarah, h. li58. rn. li77 to 
John Pvor; 4. Mart/in, b. 1760, wifo of Thomas Bracket, a,nd after­
wards of Sha<lrach Rohinson: 5. Anne, b. 1702, m. 1788, John Adam~, 
father of Rev. John-Fulsom Adams of the :Methodist church; fl. Eliza­
hetlt, h. 1760, lll. to \iVinthrop Hilton, of Newmarket. John.4 of 
Stratham. was a man of inflnence, often in office. His son David,., father 
uf Hon. John, ranked very high in general ability; was one of the early 
settlers of Tam worth: i~ said to have hccn the first to make cut-nails by 
machinery.· He left in 1788, went to Harrisburg, Pa., died there. and 
his widow, returning to Exeter, m. -- .Blanchard, of Chester. 

!l. Jo~ATIIAN3 FoLSO:\I ( Jol;,n,-z John}) ha<l: 
1. Jon~,4 m. (1.) -- Hilton, of Newmarket, and their children were: 

Jolin; 5 Emma.;, wife vf Winthrop Odlin; m. (2) Abigail, dau. of 
rrheophilus Smith (and sister of Theo. S., of Exeter, teacher), and 
their children were 1.11.ary; 0 Elizabeth O 

( the first and second wives of 
0 
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John Shaw, Esq. of Pittsfield); Theophilus. 5 of Wheelock, Vt.; James/' 
of Cornville, Me.; Ann Bradstreet,5 wife of Joshua Bangs, a preacher. 

ii. 1\1.ARY.4 b. Feb. 17, 1722; m. l'eter .Folsom, sun of Peter 3 and Catherine 
Gilman :Fulsom. 

111. JoxATIB~,4 b. li24; of Newmarket, next of New Dutbam; lost his leg 
hy the bursting of a swivel in th~ rejoicings over the recent capture of 
Louisburg: ·was town clerk of New Durham several years. 'rhe most 
of his children removed to \V estern New-York. 

18. iv. NATHANIEL,4 b. 1726. 
v. 

19. vi. 
20 

.. 
. Vll. 

Ats:'\.A,4 m. David Gilman (prob. son of Capt. John, son of l\loses). 
SAlIUEL,4 b. Feb. 22, li3:2 (same day with Gen. \Va~hingtun). 
'JRUEWORTHY4 ( .. Treworgyc," the maiden nameof Hon. Juhn Gilman's wife, 

b. about 1734, and mother of his children), m. ~Jary ,v e~t, of Boston. 
21. viii. JoSIAH,4 b . .Nov. 5, 1735; moved to Dorer; m. ~fay 27, 1762, Elizabeth 

(b . .April 23, 1742), dau. of Dr. Josiah Gilman, of Exeter. ~on of Judge 
Nicholas. Dr. Gilman, when past eighty, would mount his hori.-:e and 
canter off to amrwer calls from patients who often sent from far. In 
1ii6 he was H appointed to examine and store whatever saltpetre was 
brought into town ; " held the office of clerk of the proprietors of Gil-
1nanton for more than thirty years. His daughter Elizabeth's child­
ren, who passed much of their childhood at his home, cherished his 
memory with great ,eneration and lo,e. 

ix. 8AR.AH,4 wife of John Nelson, d. about 1800. 
x. LYDI.A,4 v.-ifc of l\foseR Lougee. 
x1. ELIZABETH,4 wifo of ,villiam Bowden. Their daughter m. - Nealy, and 

was the grandmother of <Jul. Joseph Cilley, of Nottingham, and of 
Hon. Jonathan Cilley, of Thomaston, lie. 

xii. .ABWAIL,4 wife of Ebenezer Sinclair, who d. li54; Her brother. Gen. 
Nathaniel, was guardian to her ~on Richard. A daughter m. \V'iliiam 
Hackett, brother of Col. Hackett. 

10. BENJA1\IIN 3 FOLSOlI (Peter,2 John,1) had: 

i. TEO~f.A8,4 b. Dec. 2, li37; m. · his cousin Elizabeth Gilman (b. Srpt. 13, 
1739, d. Aug. 5, 1819, dau. of Nehemiah in the line of Moses, son of 
the first .Edward; a daughter of her brother 'l'heophilu~ was grand­
mother of Gen. Lewis Cas~) ; d. Dec. 9, 17U4. 'fheir children were: 
J\.Jary; 5 Benjamin; 5 Nehemiah5 (b. June Hi, 1769, m. Betsey Taylor, 
d. 1836); RacheL5 (b. Dec. 24, rn. Nathaniel Neal of Tuftonhorough); 
'l'hnmas,5 h. June 12, 1772, resided in Portsmouth, m. {l) Nancy, 
widow of Jo~iah Adams. Esq., of Newmarket, and their only child 
wns Rev. Albert-Adams Folsom,6 an able minister of the Univeri-:alist 
denomination and rno~t excellent man, whose fiOn is the present city 
treasurer of 8pringfield, Ma~~- · The other children of Thomas are Eliz­
abeth; 5 Dcborah 5 (b. April 29, 1778, m. D. 'fhur~ton); Lucretia: 5 and 
(~) Lydia,5 b. June 2, 1787, m. April, 1809, Jonathan Folsom, of 
Port~mouth. 

ii. R~cIIEL,4 m. :March 20, 1760, James Sinclair, of Brentwood. 

11. PETER3 FOLSO:.\I ( Peter,2 John,1) had: 
1. S1.;sA XXA / h. Sept. 27, 1704 ; m. in Kingston, li39, Henry :Morrill, of 

Exeter. 
ii. ELIZAIH.TH,4 h. :March 20. 1706; m. 1725, John Robinson. 
n1. Jon~,4 h . .March 14, 1709; m. Hannah ~anhorn. He was a house car­

penter; ~kilful with hit:; tool~, but not familiar with books. Tradition 
says he kept his accounts by notches made on a particular piece of 
timber with his broad axe. 

22. 1v. J.,ums,4 b. Oct. 10, 1711 ; m. June 18, 1735, Elizabeth, dau. of Capt. Jon­
athan Thing; d. 17.JS. 

23. "'· P.ETER,4 b. Juiy 27. 1714: m. ~Iary, dau. of Jonathan (son of Dea. John) 
and sister of Gen. Nathaniel; d. July 11, 1792. His wifo was born 
Feb. 17, 172:2; d. 1791. 

vi. CATilERI~E,4 b. Jan. 24, 1716; m. Samuel Lamson. 
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JOHN 3 (Peter,2 John1 
), by his first wife had: : 

PETER,4 who lived near Exeter line in what was called Piscassick (New­
market). In his will, Feb. l, l i5(j, J ohn3 (Lieut. Peter ,2 John1 ) gave 
"the mill, &c. to Joshua," anJ -· the lands on the line of Newmar­
ket and Exeter to his oldest sun Peter," who paid taxe::; on them for 
many years. 

JosHuA,4 b. 1721 (lill ?) ; a Quaker; m. Abigail ~lead; d. at Epping, 
1793. 

ELIZABETH,4 m. - Thur!'iton ; named in will of her father, 1 i56. 
l\lA.RY ,4 m. William, sun of Ephrairn Fulsom. 

By his second wife, l\Iary Lyford, he had: 

v. SARAH,4 whom. Abraham Tilton, of Epping. 
vi. Su~ANNA,4 wife of Nathaniel Bean, of \Varner, and mother of Nathaniel 

Bean, Esq., of \Varner. Exeter records say, b .. May 10, 1718. 
vii. J osu.H ,4 b. July 27, I i25 (?) ; d. July 27, 18~0. 

13. PETER4 For.sOJI (John,3 John,2 Johri1) m. 1-Iannah l\forison; remov­
ed to Gilmanton, where he died, Aug. 5, 1815, aged 97. He had: 

i. Lieut. PETER,5 whom. Betsey Calef; moved to Gilmanton, and had Ruth,' 
James,6 Peter Lawrence.6 Peter L. 6 was b . .March 27, 1772; grad. 
D. C. li96; taught the Academy in Fishkill, N. Y., one year; was 
the first Principal of Gilmanton Academy, commencing 17!J7, and con­
tinuing until 1804; m. widow Mary Lawrence, of Fishkil~, Nov. 
179i; was merchant, magit!ltrate, trustee of the Academy U312-1836; 
d. Oct. 1. 1842, aged 70; his wife, Ang. 28, 1839. Lieut. Peter-F. 
had also Benjamin/; Jonathan,6 John, 6 Hannah 6 (wife of William 
Peaslee), Jeremiah~ 6 Betsey-Smith6 ; and by a second wife, Elizabeth 
Bean, he had Jame.,;6 and Lawrence.6 

. . J .:, . . . 1\,f ,Ii ll. OSIAH. Ill . .1,, ARTHA. 
1v. AuRAIIAJI,5 who lived in Epping; had two sons, .Abraham and ;ohn, who 

lived in Gilmanton. v. JoHN.s 
vi. BE~JA.MIN ,s who went to Deerfield and li,ed there for a time; next with 

four som.;, John-Dearbnrn,6 b. Dec. i~S, 1762, (2) Nathaniel,6 (3) Peter­
Sanhorn,6 b. about 1766. (4) Tristram,6 emigrated into Kennebec Co., 
~le., when .John D. was l2 years of age (these'" Dcai·horns" and" San­
bmrnes" heing historic names in "'1~xeter and neig-hb:lrhood). John­
Dearborn was twice married; m,ed to carry the mail on hors·eback from 
East Machias to Cooper (some 20 miles) when quite an old man~ lived 
until past 90; left s;.ms, one of whom, .Henjamin,7 aged about 84, lives 
in Rome, .Me.; two others, Elisha and Cyrus-G., with their married 
families, in Ocont(), \Visconsin. Peter-Sanborn6 m. Betsey Philbrick, 
of Exeter, and had (youngest) Benjamin,7 of Topsfield, .Me., aged 71, 
n.nd (oldest) Titus-Philurick,7 of Ea:--t :Machias, who married twice, d. 
1832, lea Ying an only child, PAL"L-FosTER.8 b. ~.,eb. 29, 1820, now among 
the well-known merchants of Bm:ton, prominent in her religious activi­
ties, an example of the success, which through great obz:;tacles and dis­
couragements in youth, may be reached by industry, capability and 
integrity. One factor of that succet5s, hy nu means a solitary instance 
of the kind, and yet deserving of special mention, was that for a short 
time he had a teacher in his native place who knew how to speak an 

* In the closing portion of Mr. Kelley's Genealogy of Lieut. Peter/? and in the section 
"vi. John "-in the two paragr,tphs commcncin~ with" l" and 4' i "-there is a discrep­
ancy between him and Mr. Lancaster, author of the History of Gilmanton, in giving the 
pedigree of Peter L., of Dart. Coll. li96, and in tracing the genealogy of Josiali, ancestor 
of Dea. Josiah of Exeter, father of Charles Lane Folsom. l\Ir. Kelley makes them de­
scendants of the first John in the line of Lieut. Peter; Mr. Lancaster puts them in the line 
of Dea. John. Now hoth in the Exeter H.econls and in the family tradition, this "Josi­
ah" is declared to he "the son of John and Sarah f Dudleyl Folsom." And as Peter 
L. was living when l\Ir. L'.mcaster's History was published, the genealogy ~iven of Peter 
L. in that book is doubtless correct. Mr. K. has not a word to sav of Dea. John's son John, 
who m. Sarah Dudley. -
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encouraging word, and to stimulate to noble endea,or-and that teacher 
110 other than Rev-. Dr. Harris, now Professor in the Yale Divinity 
School. Paul Foster m. (1) A1aria G., dau. of Jesse Brown. who died 
March 5, 1852; (2) lielen-S.-P., h. June 15, 1830, dau. of George-\V. 
Lh·ermore, Esq., of Cambridge. Their children are: lr1ariha-Maria, 
b. Feb. 7, 1H52; Sarah-Helen, b. Oct. 15, 185-1 ; Jennie-Sophia. b. 
April 20, 1856; Mary-Olivia, b. Nov. 18, 1861; George-Frank, b. July 
18, 18134; Paul-Foster, b. Sept. 23, 1865; Eva, b. Jan. 30, 1868; Gros­
venor, b. Aug. 8, 18i2.* 

14. ABRAHA::\14 FOLSOM (John,3 John,2 John1) lived in Epping; had 
two sons: 

i. ABRAHAM/ b. April 29, 1744; d. July 6, 1811; m. in 1765, Hannah Folsom 
(b. March 29, 1744, dau. of \Yilliam (Ephraim, 3 Ephraim,2 John1 ), of 
Newmarket). 

ii. JonN;~ d. Nov. 5, 1820. (Both Abraham and John lired in Gilmanton.) 
From Abraham and Hannah sprung four children, as follows: 

JoNATHAN,6 b. Sept. 17, 1766; d. --. 
WILLIAM,6 b. July 12, 1771; d. Nov. 20, 1801. 
H~NNAH,6 b. March 17. 1775; d. -. 
ABRAHAM, 6 b. Oct. 8, 1777 ; d. },eh. 28, 1824. 

Thi~ fourth and youngest child Abraham6 m. :Mary Libbey, April 12, 
1806 (b. Sept. 28, 1789, d. May 12, 1865); children: 

SALLY-T.,7 b. Oct. 9, 1807; m. Charles-G. Forest, and has a dau. 
Josie. • 

GEORGE-C.,7 b. July 12. 1810; d. Jan. 24, 1840, leaving two child­
dren-one a son, Gustavus-Decatur, who resides in Cleveland, 
Ohio, and is the only one living that bears the name .Folsom in 
a direct line from Abraham.6 

DECATUR-.A.,7 h. Feb. 5, 1814; d. May 18, 1834. 
JosEPH-L.,7 b. :May 19, 1816: d. at San Jose, C11l., July 19, 1855. 
CHARLEs-P.,7 b. Jan. 30, 1819; d. Dec. 16, 1819. 
FRANK-C.,7 b. Nov. 30, 1821 ; d. Feb. 9, 1846. 

The birth-place of .JosEPH L.7 was Meredith, at the outlet of Lake 
Winuipiseogee.t The first thing resolved on, when the father had been 
taken away by an early death-the oldest child not seventeen, JOSEPH not 
eight, and the youngest not three-was to provide n1eans for the education 
of the children; and to accomplish this, the estate was sold, and the family 
moved lo Northfield. Through the kind offices of Hon. Frank Pierce, 
member of Congress, a cadetship was subsequently secured for J 0SEPII at 
the l\Iilitary Academy, ,vest Point. He entered, June, 1836; graduated 
with honor, June, 1840; commissioned Brevet Second Lieut. 8th Infantry; 
Second Lieut. 5th Infantry, Nov. 3, 1840; served in Florida under command 
of General "\Vorth against the Seminoles. At the end of the war, having 
been appointed Second Lieutenant, he served another year at his own request; 
then conducted a bony of Indians to their new home in the ,Vest. l{ejoining , 
.his regiment-the 5th Infantry, comma11ded by Brevet Ihig. Gen. Brooks 

* Of Benjamin,5 son of Peter,4 no record i:,; known to exist which g-iYes any trace of him 
after going to Dl'erticl<l. Eut in the g-roup of families ahove mentioned, there is prcsen-eu 
an unvarying- tradition of a gramlt:tthcr or great-grandfather Benjamin, who having- mar­
ried in E:xNer, ,w11t to Dcertiel<l. ~mu thence into ·Maine, under drcumstanrcs and with 
~nbsequent occurrences as alwve state<L A correspondence between Mr. Paul Foster F. and 
his kinsfolk, east :md west, which was put into the prescr,t writer\; hand:-:, fL~lly attests 
these facts-and the remarkable coincidences of period:-- of time, with the eontirmntim1 from 
the early historic Exeter and Newmarket and Hampton names of the '' Dearbornes" and 
" Sanhournes" and ·' Philbricks," seem clearly to show the Jin~ of descent running direct 
from the first John through John,2 John3 and Pctcr4 to the indiriduals of this group, so lor.g 
:_..eeking in vain for their exact genealogical place. The hist01·y of three thousand. years 
·and more is repeated. The mi5sing " cup" is "found in Benjamin's sack," ant.l. "Joseph 
is made known to his brethren." .• 

t For the substance of the facts here stated, sec a Sketch of Capt. Joseph L. Folsom in 
the "History u!· San Francisco." • 
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on the upper l\Iississippi-he served in various places in the North-,Vest 
until 1844, when he was ordered to the Academy at ,vest Point as Instructor 
in Infantry Tactics. Having continued there two years, and ,var being 
ready to break out and at last actually begun with l\lexico, he asked even 
t_o the third time for permission to join his regiment in active service, but 
was ref used. 

In the autumn of 1846, Col. Stevenson being about to leave for California 
in command of the first regiment of New-York volunteers, and learning the 
character of Lieut. FOLSOlI, applied to have him sent as staff-officer in the 
Quar.termaster's department. Satisfactory arrangements having been made, 
particularly in re~ard to his promotion first to the grade of 1st Lieutenant, 
and soon after to that of Captain, and all the needful commissariat having 
been provided by him, he sailed with the expedition, and after a five or six 
months voyage arrived at Yerba Buena, in the .beginning of the spring of 
1847. Agreeably to orders from Gen. Kearney, he set about the work 
of inspectiug the Bay of San Francisco for the purpose of selecting a. site 
for the army stores; and Y erba Buena seemed to him to be the fittest place. 
Accordingly that became the military depot, and that his station both during 
the war and for a year after its close, receiving all funds, and making all 
disbursements both for the military and civil government of California. 

Capt. :F0Lso11 had the sagacity to perceive what San Francisco-the 
name "Yerba Buena" having now been dropped for this -by his owu happy 
thought and instant action-· wns to become. I-le invested in it the little 
which he had-ahout fifteen hundred dollars; purchased, during leave of 
absence on a visit to the East, all the interest of the heirs in the Lei<lesdorf 
estate, returned after an absence of seven n1onths, and was on duty again, a 
year and a half longer. The <liscovery of gold aided in the rapid develop­
ment and growth of the new city. It opened like one of the magnificent 
flowers on that Pacific coast, not soon to wither and die, hut to bloom in 
perpetually renewing and multiplying beauty. No man indeed makes a 
great city. Capt. FoLSOlI did not make 8an Francisco. But it was a 
great thing to have a man of his intelligence and culture and generous public 
spirit one of its leauing inspirers and moulders and builders. Nor will its 
future glory and greatness be separable from his name. But not the fortune 
· of eleven millions to which his estate has already reached, and beyond which 
it is destined to swell; not the magnificent street bearing his name, on which 
stand some of his palatial edifices. and through which the breezes are wafted in 
eternal freshness from the Pacific in one direction and the Sierras in the 
other, will be his chief distinction. It is far greater to have one of the greatest 
an<l bravest commarnlers of modern times, 1\°Iajor Gen. ,villia1n T. ~herman, _ 
place that name with honor in his "~Iemoirs," and record it on the imper- ' 
ishaole tablets of the heart? entitling it -- ~.I Y CLASS)IATE AXD lxTDIATE · 
FRIEXD." 

In general address, Capt. FoLSO::\I is saiJ to have exhibited a slight 
formality, through the influence of his military education. But he was quiet 
and gent]ernanly in manners, unreserved and companionable with intin1ate 
friends. Amid the civil and 1nilitary <luties that never in his hands bore 
even the faintest suspicion of neglect, he found time for literary pursuits that 
gave him no inferior place among educated minds. But he has left hehiud 
him, for his friends and kinsfolk, what is better than all this-a stai11less 
character, an irreproachable integrity, a wakeful sense of honor, a conscience 
void of offence in respect to the pursuit of any personal gain at the expense 
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of ruin to others, a reputation which under the drill and discipline of actual 
life, amid its marches and conflicts, meets the true soldierly ideal; overcomes 
in the warfare with evil, and, having done all, stands. Captain FoLsO:\l's 

earthly labors were closed in life's prin1e, before he had reached ·the age of 
forty. His eyes saw not, his ears he_ard not~ the opening of that conflict 
n1ore momentous and terrible than any with Indian or l\Iexican, or whatever 
foreign foe. )Vho can doubt that, had he lived, he would have counted his 
millions but loss, nor lingered a day to present himself, as in youth, for the 
service and security of his country, tor the perpetuity and enjoyment 
throughout the Republic of the blessings of the Union? 

15. .Jos1An4 FoLSO:\I (.fohn,3 John,2 Joltn1 ), b. Sept. 25, 172,3; d. 1820, 
aged 95 ; m. widow 1\lartha Gould, dau. of Jeremiah Eastman, ~lay 17, 
17 54, and had: 

I. JEllllB.,5 b. ?\Ia.rch Ii, li55; m. Peter Folsom. 
11. _}lA.RTIIA.5 b. Dec. 7, li56; m. John Nelson, of Gilmanton; had John 

Nelson, Esq., of Haverhill, N. II., who grad. at Dartmouth, 1803, and 
d-ied 1838, aged 60. 

iii. Lvna.5 m. Jonathan Folsom, of Gilford, son of Peter. 
1v. l\f.iRY,5 h. 17fi3; m. 1781, James Fulsom, and had ten children. 
v. JosIAII,5 b. June 1, 1765; was deacon of the 1st church in Exeter; m. 

Sarah Lane, of Stratham. Their children were: (I) Charles La,w.6 b. 
1799; of Dart. Voll. 1820; teacher in the Academy, 1820-22; a supe­
rior ~cholar, in whose early death,. 1829, great hopeR were blasted; 
(2) Josiah-11. 6 ; (3) Mary, 6 whom. Vv. Keyes; (4) ,'\fartha,6 wife of 
Dr. Nichols~ (5) Sarah,6 wife of Dea. John-T. Gordon; (6) Ann,6 

wife of \V. Palmer, ofB()ston; (7) Lucy.6 

,i. DunLEY ,5 b. Dec. 15, 1767; a physician, of Gorham, l\fe; m. Lucretia 
~wansey. of Gorham. 

vii. Jon~/> h. iiio. 
,iii. DEBORAII,5 b. J\Iay 12, 1772; m. James Lane, Esq., of Stratham. 

16. NATHAN 4 FoLSOlI (Jeremialz,3 John,2 John1 ) had: 
l. ELIZ \BETn,5 m. (1) -- Ililton; (2) David Gilman. 
11. AsA.5 b. Sept. 21, 1757, called Capt .. A.sa.; jnherited the homestead in 

Newmarket; m. (1) S·tlly Boardman, and had Nathan Boardman.6 

Bet-;ey, Polly, Sally, Nancy ~nd Hannah; m. (2) Betsey Guild; (3) 
:Mary Go,e, and d in Deerfield. July, 1843. ... 

Ill. 

Ii. 

11. 

Ill. 

AmG,\IL, 5 b. Au~. fi, 1760; m. (1) Israel Gilman, of Tamworth; (2) Capt . 
~hep herd, of Holderness. · 

Col. JERE:\IIAH4 FoLSO:\I (Jere1niah,3 John, 2 Jolzn1 ) had: 
JEREllIAII,5 b. li43; of Rochester; m. Nancy ---'- ;· d. at New Durham, 

leaving no child. 
Col. JonN ,t> b. 1745; of Newmarket; m. 1767 Elizabeth, dau. of Col. Jo­

seph Smith : d. 1820, leavini children: ( l) John,6 who had Mary, Eliza 
nn·l John-Odlin: (2) Josepli-S., 6 childleE-s; (3) l:Vinthrop,6 who m. 
Nancy Ta~h, had Eliza and Jolm-S.; (4) Jeremia/i, 6 who m. Betsey 
Hersey, had Eliza and Nicholas; ( 5) Betsey,6 w. of Elder Israel Chesley. 

PETER/ b. 1747: of Lee; afterwards moved into :Maine; m. 8ally Dam, 
at Harpswell; had ten children, one of whom, Elizabeth, was mother 
of Jnmes and ~~ra~tus Brooks, of New-York; cl. at Harp~well. 

iv. Snrnox,5 b. April 7, 174H; m. 8arah Rust: d. at Exeter. 1810, Ica,ing two 
~ons: (1) Jacob, 6 who d. early; (2) Hon. Snrnox,6 h. in Newmarket, 
June H), 1770, came tu Exetn nt the age of 18, let him!-:elf to perform 
in a year·s time a stipulated amount of nail-making for a stipulated 
sum of money and b,xtrd; then having dtme the work in half the time, 
i:-pent the other six months in getting what euucation he could at the 
Academy. Thence he ~et up nail-making for him~elf; m. Mary, dau. 
of Capt. James Leavitt, of Exeter, 1800; opened a store for general 
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trade; took an acti",e part in politics; was elected Senator to the State 
Je~islature, 1813; wao made Master of the :Masonic Lodge; was chosen 
delegate to a con,ention at Portsmouth for sustaining .Madison\, mea­
sures in the war-crisis: died suddenly while on business in \V olfboro~, 
Aug. 23, 1816, and in the midst of a career becoming more and more 
distinguiRhed.* He was the father of one daughter and seven sons­
( l) Sarah-Rust, whom. Thomas Hardy, grad. Uart. Coll. 180i; first a 
teacher in .Boston, afterwards of Dublin. N. H., and a representa­
tive of that town in the State leg:iE-lature, and ha~ four children : Charfes­
Carroll. Capt. Washinytun- vVebster, Laura-Cordelia (m. Wm. Vin­
ton)~ ;.'\fary-L. (m. John Pinkham); (2) Isaac-Lord, b. 1801, m. 
Lydia. Titcomb, died i:;uddenly like his father, in the fulness of apparent 
health and fine personal development, }paving a son, Charles-Edward, 
(m. and has a family); (3) Jacob. of Bridgewater, h. 1803, m. Eliza 
Newell, has two children, George- William, Mary-E.; ( 4) AnR~HAlt, L. 
1805, commenced lite (the present writer well rememhers) an enthusias­
tic young- artist; then tried the union of the practical with the ideal, 
and sou~ht to adorn the homes of men by spreading his painted canvai,.s 
on the floors of their halls; m. Abi~il 8mith Pierce, of Do,er, Sept. 5, 
1832 ; has three daughters, L.11dia- l!;l/en, Mary-Leai,itt, Grace- Osborne, 
and two sons, Simeon- Peirce ( d.), and Abraham- Wilbur a~socia teu in the 
firm still bearing the name of the father and'• sons;" has won his plaee 
among the honored manufacturers and merchants of Boston, through 
events most adverse; stands with trad~men and workers who ha\'e 
made their names more noble as tho~e of men deeply interested in the 
problems of modern thoug;ht, and earnestly devoted to the humanitic:s 
of the nge ~ (5) Maj. George-P., who m. Snrah Uross. nnd has four 
children: Simeon-B., Ger,rge-L., Nathanie,-C., Abraham; (6) James­
Madi.son. who went to S,n-annah. Ga.., m. :Mary-Caroline Haupter, died 
and left two i;;ons. Col. Robert (d.), Col. James-M., and one daughter, 
Maria-D.; (i) Simeon, died 1821; (8) Josiah-Bartlett, whom. OliYe 
B. Pierce, and has ~ix children: .Wary-Olive, James-L., A.lice-0., An­
drew-Peirce, Rebecca- White, Anna. 

v. JosEPB.5 b. li51; m. dau. of Rev. Jonathan Cushing, of Dm·er, and died 
at Rochester, leaving children Peter and Nancy. . 

'\"I. LEv-1.5 b. July 12, li53; m. 1'776, Joanna, dau. of Dr. John Weekt-:, of 
Hampton. He removed to Tamworth, N. H., and had nine children. 
His dau. Elizaheth-S. wa~ the wife of Samuel Chapman, of Tamworth, 
and mother of Rev. Jacob Chapman, one of the authors of the Gene-
alogy of the Polsom Family.t · 

·di. ExocH.5 b. li55; m. - Fo~s; had no child. 
viii. JACOB,5 b. 1758; d. ahout l7i7, in the army~ unmarried. 
ix. l\lARY,5 h. lifH; m. Peter Her~ey; had five children, and d. Aug. 31, 1639. 
x. S.UlUEL,5 b. 1765; d. unm., about li8i. 

18. Gen. NATIIANIEL4 FoLSOlI (Jonathan,3 John,2 Jolni1) received 
a military commission quite early in life. In the expedition against Cro\\'n 
Point, 17 55, then in possession of the French, one of the ten companies, 

* }Ir. F .'~ Sunday suit wa~- a ~nu ff-colored cJress-coat, with covrred cloth buttons, light 
fawn-colorrd small clothes and white-top hoots, li~ht vest, ruffled shirt and standing collar, 
white cravat, sqnare gold w,ttch key with hhu:k rilihon, l1air worn with a queue and combed 
hack from the forehead. All.cl to this a stature full six feet and well proportioned, light 
hlue eyes, dark hair, pale complexion, ~m:ill white teeth, and manly address. 

t l\'Ir. Chapman throngh many difficnltirs fitted. for collcg-c at the Exeter Academy; 
grad. at Dartmouth 183,5, and at Andover Theological Seminary 1838 ; was Prindpal of 
the Academy at Lyndon, Vt., one year, and at B1;<.1gcton, Me., two Years ; m. ( l) Mary C., 
dau. of Hon. Nathaniel Howe, of Bridgeton; was Principal of Meyersto,v11 A<"mkm_v, 
Lebanon Co., Penn., remaining in thi:, vicinity nearly ten years, during four of whieh he 
was Professor in Fr,mklin CollPgc, Lancaster, and during two, Prindpal of Harrishurg 
Academy-preaching often, aml to some ten different denominations; in 18-52, bcc.nne 
pastor of the church in l\lar:--hall, Clarke Co., Ill., servin:;r there twelve year:--, inclnding- one 
in which he was Professor of Languages in Terre Haute Female Colkge; retnrned to New­
England, where be W,ls pa::-tor of the Congregational Church in Deerfieid, N. H., i;ix. years; 
m. (2)· Mary E., dau. of Charles Lane, Esq., of Stratham; is now pa3tor of the Congrega­
tional Church in Kingston, N. H. 
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which Ncw-IIampshire was required to raise, consisted of men from Exeter 
an<l nei~hboring towns, ::md was put in command of Capt. Nathaniel Folsom 
of Exeter, who proceeded through the woods to Albany, and thence to Fort 
E<l ward, where the New-Hampshire Rangers were posted. On the 8th of 
September, the enemy attacked the Americans in camp at Fort George, but 
,ve1·e repulsed. and their commander, Baron Dieskau, was mortally wounded 
and taken prisoner. In the cqurse of the day Capt. Folsom with his 
company of 80 men was despatched in the direction of Lake George, who 
having met the retreating forces of the French, Canadians, and Indians 
about 4 o'clock in the afternoon, posted his men behind the trees, an<l kept 
up a. brisk firing of musketry until night, with great loss to the enemy, while 
of. the Americans only six fell, and their commander brought off safely all 
his wounded, with several prisoners and a large quantity of baggage. The 
engagements of the day, thus closed by Capt. Folsom, "served more than any­
thing else," it is said, '· to revive the spirit of the colonies." fle became 
1\Iajor in 1767, a.nd soon Colonel; was for several years a member of the 
N. H. House of Representatives and a prominent member of the liberal 
party. He was chosen, together with Major Gen. ,John Sullivan, to represent 
New-Hampshire in the first General Congress, which met at Philadelphia, 
Sept. 5, 177 4; was appointed delegate from New-Hampshire to meet other 
New-England delegates at Providence, R. I., in respeet to sending supplies 
to the army; served as Brigadier General during the siege of Boston, until 
relieved by Sllllivan. In 177 5 he was commissioned l\Iajor General; in 
177 6 was appointed one of the four Justices of the Court of Common Pleas 
for Rockingham County; in 1777 and 1779 was again chosen member of 
Congress. In the first year of his return to Washington, he writes to his 
friend Hon. J\Ieshach ,v eare, President of the Council of New-Hampshire, 
that "the 8th Article of the Confederation gave him great uneasiness,'' as 
the South obtained by it an exemption from taxation for its negroes. who 
in reality constituted one third of its wealth, and thus caused the free States 
to bear a larger share of the burden of the charges of the war than was 
equitable. lu 1778 he was chosen Councillor, aud was temporary President 
of the Convention that framed the Constitution of New-Hampshire in 1783.* 

* In the "Gilman Genealogy" (pp. 87-92) it is stated that on the 19th of October, li61, 
a co-partnership was formed between Nathaniel Folsom, Jo!-eph Giiman (who had been in 
business in Boston up to 1760), and .Josiah Gilman, then living in Exeter, under the name 
of " Folsom, Gilman and Gilman," nnd w,,s limited to seven years; that it had for its 
objects (1) to keep a general store in Exeter for English and ,v. I. g-oods and hard-ware, 
such as is common in country towns, on!y on a larger scale; (2) to buil<l ships and carry on 
foreign commerce; these ventures at sea afterwards extending to St. Martin's, Antigua, 
Anguilla, St. Thomas, St. Kitts, Barbadoes, Bristol and London, and reaching to thousands 
of pounds sterling. The two Gilmans, it is ccrt::tin, were sons of Rev. Nichvlas, hut no clue 
is ~iven in re!-pcct to identifying the "Nathaniel Folsom.'' 'fbc·snme firm is mentioned in 
.. Exeter in 17i6," with the Christian name of "Joseph Gilman" only, aml the surnnmc 
of ''Folsom" alone. But l'ertuinly this Nathanit>l conld he no other than C,tpt. Nathaniel, 
the hero of Lake George, who, jn~t bcfare the expiration of the firm. wa~ appointed l\lnjor, 
nm.I seven years afrcrwanls l\Iajot-Gcneral. For ( 1) He was at that time thirty-five year:; of 
age(·· Exeter in 1776 ,, is incorrect in ~aying that he w.1s "nineteen'' when he commanded 
at Lake Geori:!c-hc was twenty-nine), :mu properly the senior memher of the tirm; while 
Joseph Gilman was twent~·-three and J o,iah ju:::t twenty-one. (2) Th~y were relatives­
heing all three great-grandson~ of Hon. John Gilman; Capt. Fol:;om, so, hy his mother, 
Ann,t L:1du F., granduan. of Hon. John. (3) All three ha<l afrerwards almost in com­
mon the same high civil trust:,. ( 4:) There was no other Nathaniel then in existence 
at Exeter, or anywhere near, who could have stood in that relation to the firm. The son 
Nathaniel was a minor at the time, and afcerwarus entered into lmsiness in Portsmouth. 
On the Portsmouth list of signers to the famous Declar .. 1.tion, issued by the Committee of 
Safety, earl_v in the Spring of 1776, and circulated rn successfully as to gain 8199 signatures 
&mong the New Hampshire towns,-" We will to the utmost of our power at the risque of 
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Gen. Folsom m. first, ( l\iary ?) Smith, by whom he had six children; (2) 
l\Irs. Fisher, of Newburyport (formerly l\Iary Sprague of Boston), by 
whom he had a daughter: 

1. NATII.A~IEL,~ merchant, of Portsmouth, whom. (1) :Mary Studley, Nov. 26, 
liil; (2) Olive Husk Rindge, Aug. 24, li8~. rrhe children by his 1st 
wife were Mary,' wife of 'l'homas-\V. Rindge; Elizaheth,6 b. Jan. 4, 
lii4, m. ( 1) to Joseph Noble; (2) to Joseph Lowe-of whose children. 
Elizabeth-Studley Nuble m. Major Cobbs, U. S. Army, and is mother of 
Capt. Cobhs, ship-master, of Boston; Olivia-.FolsJm Noble, m. Ualvin 
,v illard, of \Vorcestt>r, (since d.); and ~Iary-Folsom Noble, m. Feb. ~2, 
1826, Capt. John-~herburne Sleeper, and has a family of married chil­
dren. Capt. Sleeper, after retirement from sea-life, edited the Exeter 
News Letter ; next, for about a year, one of the Lowell papers: then 
became chief editor and soon one of the proprietors of the Boston 
Journal, oonductini that paper ably from 1833 to 1853, making it lively, 
vigorous, instructive, effective in promoting the political and moral 
welfare of city and state, pure and high-toned, read by its many readers 
with pleasure as savoring of thf\ freshnC88 of the sea; l)orothy,6 

third daughter of Nathaniel,.s b. March 21, li75; m. Col. Nathaniel 
Gilman of Exeter. one of whose 11 children, Mary-Olivia, m. Commo­
dore John-Collins Long, U. S. Navy. Of the second marriage was born 
Va.pt. Natlianiel,6 ship-master, of Portsmouth, m. to Hannah Sheafe, 
<fau. of \Villiam Sheafe; &rah-Ann,6 wife of Rev. George-E . .Adams, 
D .D., for some yearis a teacher of the Academy in Portsmouth, afterward 
a greatly beloved and respected pastor of the Uon~. church in Brunswick, 
l\1e.; Arzhur,6 b. 1795, who held office many years as Consul and 
Commercial Agent in Jeremie, Hayti (where he married and had 
child1·en), was then remm·ed in 1868 for sympathy with the revolution­
ary leaders, but appointed Consul General on &get's obtaining the 
presidency. in which office he d. Nov. 21, 1870, in Orange County, N. 
Y ., soon after his return from a visit to Europe. 

ii. l\IARY,5 b. 1751: m. (1), 1774, Caleb-G. Adams; (2) was the 2d wife of 
Gov. John-Taylor Gilman; d. Oct. 15, 1812. 

111. DEBORAH/ h. li53; m. lii6, Gov. John-Taylor Gilman, and was the 
mother of his five children: d. Feb. 20, li91. .Of these children, John­
Taylor,6 b. 17i9, Dart. Coll. 1796, d. in Charleston, S. C., Feb. 21, 
1808. unmarried. Ann-Taylor,6 m. 1807, Hon. Nicholas Emery of 
Portland. Judge of the Supreme Court of llaine. Dorothy,6 m. Rev. 
Ichabod Nicholt;. D.D., one of the purest and noblest of men. and among 
the hight•st in his profession, whose two sons are George Henry (H. C. 
1833, .M.D. Penn. 1836), of B,Jston, and Rev. John T. Gilman, (H. C. 
1836). of Saco, l\fe. M.ary,6 m. Joseph-Green Cogswell, LL.D., who 
was associated with Hon. George Bancroft in the Round Hill School, 
Northampton. ~fs .• and was afterward Superintendent of the Astor Li­
brary. Elizabeth-Taylor6 (b. Aug. 14, 1788, d. Apr. 3, 1860), m. June 
1, 1815, Hon. Charles-S. Da,veis. an eminent lawyer of Portland, one of 
whose daughter8 is wife of Re,. David Greene-Haskins, of Cambridge. 

iv. JoNATHA~,5 lust at sea. 
,,. ANNA.5 b. 1762; m. Gen. Nathaniel Giddings, and bad five children. 
v1. DoROTHY,5 m. Silmuel Hlod~ett, and was mother of .Mrs. \Vest, of Baltimore. 
vu. RuTn-WEARE,5 b. May 30. li80, whose home for many years was at Judge 

Emery's, where she died, ~lay 21, 1854. 

1 ~- Col. SA:.\IUEL 4 FoLSO:.\r ( Jonathan,3 John,2 John1
) m. (1) Anna 

Thing, (2) April 30, 1780, Elizabeth (b. Jan. 13, 1750, d. Sept. 1805), 

our lives and fortunes with arms oppose the hostile proceedings of the British fleets and 
armies a~ainst the united Americ.m colonics,"-on Portsmouth list appear indeed two 
Nnthaniel Folsoms. But undoubtedly they were the father Gen. Nathaniel, and his son 
Nathaniel. For l\Ie~chech \Venre, Chairman of the Committee of Safety, a citizen of 
Hampton Falls, and Gen. Nathaniel Folsom, then also a member of the same Committee, 
who were often <.·ailed to Portsmouth on the business of the Committee, head the list, and 
the names of these two are not on tke Exeter and Hampton lists. 

4 
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dan. of Noah Emery, Esq.; d. l\Iay 22. 1790. Col. Folsom was "Lieut. 
Col. of the Exeter corps of Irnlependent Cadets, commanded by Col. John 
Phillips.'1 "\Vheu John Langdon of Portsmouth pledged his private pro­
perty for the support of an expedition under Gen. 8tark against B.urgoyne, 
President ,v eare, chairman of the Committee of Safety, delegated Col. 
Folsom to visit Gen. Stark, to convey to him money for present expenses, 
to Hee what articles were immediately needed, and h advise with all persons 
in the service of the State of New-Hampshire on such things as he thoug~t 
ueedful to forward the business they are engaged in." 

,~ Two years afterwards Col. F. was selected by the General Court to 
present to Col. Joseph Cilley, in behalf of the State, a pair of pist_ols which 
had been the property of Col. Stephen Holland, the tory absentee." 

"Col. Folsom kept a public house, as his widow continued to do many 
years after his death. And it was at his house that General 1Vashington 
stopped and partook of a collation when he visited Exeter in his Eastern tour 
in the autumn of 1789." ( For these particulars, see "' Exeter in 177 6," pre­
pared by the Hon. Charles II. Bdl for _the Ladies' Centennial Levee held 
in Exeter, Feb. 22, 187 6.) Children ( all by second marriage) : 

1. .. n. ... 
111. 

. 
IV. 

I 

NANCY/ m. Jo~ph Tilton, Esq., of Exeter; d. childless, March .10, I83i. 
SAMUEL/ b. June i, 1783 . 
ELIZ.~BETn,5 b. 1785: m. (1) Noah Emery, Esq., 1811 (d. 1812); m. (2) 

Rev. Isaac Hurd, D.D., ofthe2d church of Exeter. He was a favorite 
with the students of the Academy, not simply because his ~rmons were 
invariably short, but because he was a mo:-t amiable, scholarly, accom­
pli8hed man-short in Rtature, hut the largest and finest in culture of 
any clergyman whom they knew. Dr. Hurd d. 1856; his wife, 187-. 
They left one child, Francis P. (H. C. 1839, .M.D. Penn. 1845), of 
Reading, Mass. · 

JOANNA,5 b. li87; m. 1810, Samuel-B. Stevens; lived in Exeter; had 
several children, of whom w~1s Elizabeth, wifo of \Villiam Augm:tus 
Norton, A.M., Prof. of Civil Enginrering in Yale College; al!!O Samuel, 
who left a family now residing in New-York City. 

20. TRuI-:,voRTHY4 F0Lso1r (.Tonathan,2 John,2 John1 
), not so '' well to 

do" in the world as his brothers, the Colonel and the General, but superior 
to them both in humor and wit; m. lVIary '\Vest, of Boston, by whom he had: 

. 
l. 

.. 
11. 

Jon~-\VEsT,5 who came to the place where his mother was found by 11is 
father, learned the printers' trade, and became e~tablished as printer and 
bookseller. One of his books is entitled .. Aphorisms of \Visdom 
..... from the works of various writers upon Divine Subject8. 
Boi--ton: Printed and Sold by John ,v. Folsom, No. 30 Union ~t .. 
~1.D(XJ.XCIV." 214 pp. 12mo. The Aphorisms are taken chiefly from 
Swedenborg. a list and description of whose writings are given in an 
Appendix. He also printld and published, in 1795, •' Doctrines of the 
New Jerusalem Church, concerning the Sacred 8criptures "-together 
with numerous minor works. ~lr. F. was nrnster of the Columbian 
Lodge, 17g9-1so1 ; the first f--ecretary of the Mass. Charitable :Mechanic 
Association, continuing in office 5 years; member ot the Board of Health 
for Boston, 1803 ; a Justice of the .Peace, 18li-22: d. 1823, aged f>6 or 8. 

SAllUEL.;, 

HI. 1\1.<\RY,5 m. to Benjamin Silsbee, li86. 
1v. A:sN ,5 m. to Dudley Kimball. 1,sg_ 
v. ELIZABETH/ m. to Thomas ~wazey, Ii8i. 

21. JosIAH 4 FoLSO)I (Jonathan,3 John,2 John1
) succeeded no better 

than his brother Trueworthy in getting worl<lly gear. His home in Dover, 
on the rising-ground southwarclly froni the village, had a fine outward look 
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over fields ancl village, a:1d toward river and sky and distant hills, but it 
was very humble, one-storied, unpainted, alH.l the income of its owner from 
inakiug wigs and pert1kes, in which he was re:tlly an artist, quite meagre. 
I-le had indeed rich stores of anecdote and of results of observation obtained 
in his yearly trips into the Canadas, making him one of the most entertain­
ing men of his day; but this di<l. not bring worldly comfort" into his house­
hold, nor procure ad vantages for his children. And so his boys, knowing 
,.. ____ 11 4.L--~ i•, .. ~ ... ___ -- ....... 1 -L .... ,.L. ! ..... l .......... :____ -- _,...,...:~:-- :_ ,..".,.;"+ ... .,. 1--1'0,T m11ct 
Wt;U Ul~l, !Ul UllJ guuu .:SUtl l, J.ll UUMtu:;::,::,, U.l pv.:,11.,1vu lll OV\.llvliJ, lill\JJ .u.a.u.vv 

<lepend solely 011 their personal efforts, and desiring, each of them, to build 
for himself as good a household as he could, early left the cabin-home, one 
by one, and went forth into the great world. ~, And God was with the lads." 
'There were four of them, and three sisters. 

1. Josun-GnMAN,5 b. 1763; li"ed~ and, Dec. 31, 183i, d. in Portsmouth. Ile 
was a nail-cutter, chair-maker, and at the same time carried on a retail 
trade in \Vest India goods. By n. first marriage he had one son, Josiah, 
who went to Pittsburg, Pa., and two daughters, Mar.11 and Eliza. He 
married (2) Sarah Hull, of Durham (b. ~'eb. 6, li75. d. Sept. 1829, 
in whom the heist qualities of womanhood were contained in a noble 
t~rm), hy whom he had ( l) Sarah, m. Jan. 1. 1828, to her cousin 
J .-Gilman Folf-:om, a promising young merchant of Portismouth, in part­
ner8hip with hiis uncle NRthaniel, taken away by fever on return from 
a hu~iness trip to the "\Vest, 1835, leaving two children-it dau. m. to 
Ferdinand Bu8her, of l\Ianchester, and Gilman, of Worcester~ (2) 
Lydia. m. t\J .John Oxford, of Portsmouth, and having twJ children; 
(:{) ll'illiam-Cutter, house-builder, m. in :Maryland; d. in Vicksburg, 
~I1sfo;.~ leaving two active soris, one now of .Manchester, N. H., the other 
of W orcPSter. Mass. 

ii. . EL1Z,\BE1·u,5 h. 17fi5 ; d. 183--. 
Ill. NA~CY •5 h. 17fii; d. liBl. 
1v. SAMUEL/ b. Jan. 30, 1770; went to .Marietta, 0., 1789, where he met his 

kinsman, not quite four years his senior, Benjamin Ives Gilman, whom 
he had known in Exeter and by whom he was perhaps led to go West; 
en!!aged with him in the purchase of peltry and furs; m. in Gallia co., 
1802, Catherine Smith. formerly of Londonderry, N. H.; bought and 
8ettled on a farm of 217 acres in the French Grant, Scioto co., 1805; 
built Yessel~ and sent them down the Ohio river; d. 1813, leaving four 
children : Ja11u:.s-Smit/1,, mel'Cb. (who owns and lives on the home­
steadL Samuel, Melissa, 1\1ary (now widow of a minister who d. 1865). 
All were married, and their descendants, numbering 26, are engaged 
in the industries of life, are miners, millers, merchants, farmers, iron­
founders and agents. Two of the sons of Mary, Uharlcs-W. and James-
11., living. with their mother, in Prairie City, Ill., edit and manage the 
'· Prairie City Herald." 

v, AmG.\H,,5 b. April 13, lii2. made her home with her youngest brother 
until she married ( 18 rn or 'Ii), Dea. Skates, of l\lilton, where she 
died. ~he was as dear an aunt as ever bles~ed human household. It 
was fa~inating to see her measure the hands of younµ; mist-es for nice 
deer-skin g;loves, ne"\'er failing to fit them ; and she knew how to fit 
the circumstance:-- of life to yuung souls. ~he was a prominent mem­
ber of the R<.>v. Dr. Buckminster\,;; church. 

TI. JoN.\TIIA~ ,5 b. June 12, li7~; m. Oct. 20. 1802, in Gilford (where he at 
first lived). Sarah Rowe (b. )fay 27, li78, d. May 9, 1846) ; moved 
acro:,is the Bridge and settled on a large fa.rm (now in Laconia) running 
d•Jwn to the Hay, canying on also his trade as house-carpenter; d. 
June 2:2, lHi:2, ag;ed 93-a man very tall and large; thoughtful, intel­
ligent, righteous and g;110d, beloved not less hy his nephews and nieces 
than by his own family. Of his childrPn, Jercmiali, h. ~lay 8, 1803. 
m. twice and had three ehildren ~ Sarah-H., b. Jan. 20, 1805, rn. Edmund 
Davis, .Nov. 5, 182H, well knl)wn with hi~ sons for their irun castings 
in D,n-erand P.irtsm:mth, N. II., ~orth Andover and Lawrence, i\la,:;~., · 
tw J uf them aml a daughtct· being uurrieLl anu having chiltlren ( one 
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in Lawrence and the other in Sa~amore, :Michigan); Josiah-Gilman, 
b. Nov. 29, 1806 (:-ee under JosBnb); Mary, m. L. li. ~mith, of Exeter, 
and hns three children; Eli::a, m. Geo. \V. E,·ans, but has no children; 
Adeline, m. Judge Jonathan Chase, of Conw~y. both of whom are dead, 
and left a ~on, now member of Dart. Coll.; Albert-Gallatin, b. Oct. 12, 
1816, one.of the influential citizens of Laconia, m. to Olive B. Robin­
son~ Ja.n. 5, 1843, and has two living and married daughters. 

NATHANIEL/ Jr., b. in DoY<:r, Feb. 13, l':'82; d. March 12, 1866; m. 
April 15·, 1805, his second cousin :Mary (b. Dec. 24, 1786, d. Oct. 3, 
1853), second dau. of Theophilus Smith, farmer, of ~tratham .( d. 1824), 
the oldest son of Theophilus Smith, of Exeter ( H. C. li61. m. Sarah, 
third dau. of Dr. Jo8iah Gilman and si~ter of the mother of Nathaniel, 
Jr.; was father of a large family, the most of whom were married, had 
families, and lived and died in Exeter-the mother of !Ir. Nathaniel 
Shute ot Exeter being one of his daughters ; was tl·acher, one of the 
proprietors of Gilmanton. their clerk one year, their moderator and 
tre~surer ~even years, their selectman ten years; was the filth Theo­
philus Smith and olde~t son in uninterrupted descent from the first that 
settled in Winniconnet, a part of Strntham, 1630.-that same unin­
terrupted descent now embracing the nintl,, 'l'heophilus Smith and 
oldest or only ~on, Theophilus Gilman Smith, Esq., of .Boston, who 
grad. at H. C. 1871,just ll0 years after the:fiftb•). ·fhe lad Nathaniel, 
youngest child of his parents, began to earn money at eleven years of 
age, giving it all to hi~ parents for their support ; went to Portsmouth 
at 12 or 13, to learn the baking-business with Col. \\' oodward (a man 
of high consideration and ample means, the fa.ther of Mr8. John 
Haven) ; walkt1d home weekly on Saturday, often bare-footed, carrying 
his small pecuniary stipend to his pal"ents; set up in busine~ at ~he 
age of nineteen, and engaged a popular colored man, Pomp Spring, to 
carry hread around and sell at a, public stand, giving him one-half the 
net-p1•;,ceeds; bou~ht, before lie was 21, the house and lot in the rear 
of the Old North Church, for which he paid Col. Jonathan \Varner in 
silver a.ll but one hundred duliars, and received his deed, the Colonel 
declining tu take a note for the remainder, and saying that he would 
trust him ; took his father and mother and sister Abigail \"ery soon 
to live with him, the old folks now made comfortable and happy as 
they had not been for years, until they died, the mother Aug. 3, 1812, 
aged 72. b!~in_~ God, to her latest breath, for her youngest-born: the 
father, Feb. 4, 1816, aged 81. When -the latter was past the meridian 
ot life, stout in person, broad-chested, muscular, hh~ sky became 

* The following anecdote was told the writer some time since 1862, by Mrs. Odiorne, sis­
ter of Mr. William Charles Gilman, and living at that time in a house built on the old founda­
tions of the one formerly occnpied by Dr. Josiah Gilman, just east of Dr. Gorham'~. Before 
,villiam Chffrles entered the Academy at Exeter. he was a pupil of Mr. Theophilus Smith, 
at that time teacher of a large private !-Chool. One of the exercises, occasionally, was a 
spelling-rnat('h, in which two leaders "chose sides," and the whole school, heing evenly 
divided, stood arrayed one side a~ainst the other. Every one who missed a word was ohligeu 
to sit down; and thus the battle went on until, on one of tbe:;c occasions, only \Villiam 
Charles, the youngest and littlest hoy in the school, was left st,rn<ling. His teacher. placing 
llim upon the tal>le, then reqnircd the whole sthool, one hy one, to go an<l b ,w down to 
him. The father was ju~tly <lisp leased 011 being informed of it, aml fe,ued that Mr. Hmith 
would spoil the boy. .But that ~·oung lad, who was also the comsin antl enrly companion of 
Charles Folsom, maintained in snh~equcnt life, both as a lm:-iness man and ,1 Christian, the 
same preeminence among his fellow~, and ·wa~ as unassumin:;?; a~ he was preeminent. 

Theophilus, son of the teacher, did not <lo much of the work of farming person .. ,lly, except 
in planting and in baying time. He used to Yisit Port~moutb ul most every Sa.turd.ay, cm·­
rying his butter :tnd cheese and larnh, in his w.1µ-on or sleig-h, to market, and take up his 
oldest grandson with him ahont once a month. He loved to roam the woO(Js in pursuit of 
game, and h~' the hanks of the stream running into the Winnicom1ct for trout and perch, tak­
ing his grandson along with h:m. He was a reading- man, famili.lr with such works as Plu­
tarch's Live!-. Josephus, and H.ollins's Ancient History. The works of Chil'.in~wortb, 
Reeve's Apologies of Ju:-tin Martyr, Tertullhm, and l\linutiu:; Felix, once his, ha\·e hetn 
sinee his death in the po~ses!-ion of the writer. He med to tell me, that in a tit of an~cr at 
heing severely punished hy his father for what was but an acdd~11t, hut cam-cu ~eriou:; in­
jur~· to his next ohlrr brother, lie :ihandoned his prepamtion for l.!lltcring Hanan.I. He 
uever repented of it but 011cc, aml that was for the whole of hi:; after life. 
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darkened by mental alienation. The attacks were temporary, and the 
son had ahYays the most perfect control of him. They became Jess and 
less frequent, with longer intervals of sanity, in which he was a great 
factor in a merry household. The last few years of his life were 
serene and lo,ely, with not a solitary flash bursting as from_ clouds 
in distant horizon. Bis sleeping-charuber in the new house built by 
his son, was that of his grandson also, and had an outlook from its 
windows upon the not far distant ocean open betv:cen two head-lands, 
where, though with dim eyes, he could see, or think he saw, the Yes­
se!s appearing and disappearing from behind them. :Meantime and 
afterward, his youngest-born, Nathaniel, went on prm.;pering, left his 
trade, became merchant. ship-owner in 18W, and real-estate holder 
(not always nor all to his advantage), retired from business on a small 
income about 1836; lh-ed a life calm and happy, principally with QiH 
youngest dau~hter and her family. with several other married children 
around him, until in his eighty-fifth year he died. In early manhood 
he was a member of the Royal Arch CJhapter of ~Ias::ms ~ member of 
the Mechanics Uharitable Asl-iociation, _and :Mechanic Fire Suciety. 
The red buckets of the latter hung in his entry. In the terrible night 
of the fire of Dec. 22, 181:{, followed by another fire on the 12th of 
January, 1814, he came home once, ~irt abuut with his blanket, all be­
grimed with smoke, wet through and through with the wakr, and from 
the next day after the last fire, suffdred a long and most painful cunfinc­
ment to his chamber-the first and only sickne~s he ever had until his 
death. He wa~ the most even-tempered and the best man the writer 
has ever known. She who was his only wife was also his true help-
1neet, "rising while it was yet night to give meat to her household," 
H stretching out her hands to the pour," '"shewing hospitality," 
eminently religious, a great reader and thinker as her father and 
mother were before her, st•cking to stimulate her children to hon­
orable endeaYors in life. 'fhey had eight childrP.n : ( l) Na1/ianiel­
Smith,* b. llarch 12, 1806; b:1p. the :2ith of the next April, by. 
Dr. Buckminster; m. Oct. 30, 1~32. Ann Wendell, dau. of Hon. Hun­
king Pen hallow, of Portsmouth. and l\lrs. llari·iet Scott. daughter of 
Capt. Da \"id Pearce, of Gloucester ( children : J u~tin-Nathaniel, b. 
Aug. 8, 1833, d. April 20, 1851; Edward-Penhallow, b. June 28, 
1835, fell in the first battle at Yuca, Miss., in the late war; Sarah­
.Hrainerd, b. Aug. 2L 1836, d. June 1, 1839; Pari~-Hill, b. Jan. 12. 1840, 
of \Vashington, D. C., who_ i~ married and has two sons and one daugh­
ter; Charle~-Follen, b. April 3, 1842, H. U. 186~, l\1.D. 18i0, of BJston, 
Secretary of the ~tate .Hoard of Health; Harriet-Elizabeth, Anna­
Smith~ Ellen-Minot, the last th_reeall_ teachers-the youngest being one 
of.the teachers m the Boston Girls' High ~chool); (2) Ma·ry-Gilman, b. 
Sep~. 2, 1811, d. F~b. 12, 1819; (3) Ann-E/i::;abeth, b. Aug. 15, 1811, 
m. m lti33, Jeremiah ~-lathes, merchant of Portsmouth, d. ~larch 16, 
18fi2, leaving four sons (two of whom, Edwin N. of D. C. 1851, and 
Capt. George, are dead) and two daughters ( the father also d. :March, 
1866); (4) Sarah-Jane, b. Sept. 28. 1817, d. ~larch 10, 1836; (5) 
Samuel-Gilman, merchant, b. Dec. 6, 1820, m. Mary Ann Seavy, by 
whom he bas one Si.m, Eugene of San i,rancisco, and one daughter; (H) 

~ Nathaniel-Smith, grad. Phillips Exeter Academy, 18241 Dart. College, 1828; Andover 
Theological Seminary, 1831; w;ts ordainell an evangelist, ,vith six classmates, by the Pres­
hrtcry of N ewhuryport, at Brallfur<l, Sept. 16, 1831 ; missionary at the South and ,vest, 
1831-33: Prof. in the Lit. Department of Lane Seminar~,, 183~-4:; Prof. of Bihlical Litera­
tllrt! (with his cl:tssm.ttes Clement Long, Prof. of Iritellectual and Moml Philosophy, and. 
Jarvi:-; Gregg. Prof. of Sacred. Rhetoric) in the ,vcstern Resen·c Coll., Hudson, Ohi0, 
183-1-36: p,tstor of the Congregationill Church in Francestown, N. H., 1836-38; of the High 
Street Church, Providence, R. I., 1838-40: and of the Church of tlie First Parish, Haver­
hill, Mass., 1~40-!i; minister-at-large in Charlestown. in connection with Dr. G. E. Ellis's 
:,.;ociety, an<l also editor of the Chrbtia.n Register, 1817-49: Prof. of Bihlic,1l Litemture in 
the )lcadville Theological School. 184:9-Gl; since then a priviltc teacher. He is the author 
of a "Commentary on Daniel, 1842,'' 12 mo. pp. :231; of the "Four Gospel=', tnrn:-l:1tr<l 
from the Greek text of Tbehcndorf, with various readings, and with Critical and Ex­
po,itory Notl•s, Boston, A. ,villimns & CJ., 1869;' 1:2 mo. pp. 18S; abo of articles in various 
relig:oas pcriodkal~. 
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John-Henry, house-builder, b. Aug. 18, 152:?, m. Lury Jane Trundy. hy 
whom he has had two sons and one daughter(d. young); (7) James- Vvit­
liam, accountant, b. July 15, 1824, m. and has a son; l 8) Mary-Frances, 
twin sister of the latter, m. Nathan F. l\Iathes, merchant, of Ports­
mouth, and has two da.u_ghters, Frances-Abby. teacher in the Bradford 
Female Academy; :1nd Ella, m. C .. Morris Tredick, of Portsmouth, who 
has one daughter, Heien. 

22. J A:lIES4 FoLSO)I ( Peter,3 Peter,2 John1
) m. June 18, 1735, Elizabeth 

Thing, dau. of Capt. Jonathan Thing. They had one child: 
JAMES/ h. June 27, 1737, whom. Elizabeth, dau. of Thomas \Vebster, Dec. 

176:t Of their seyen children was 
1. JAHES,6 b. 1765; m. to Sarah (b. 1766, d. 1805) ~ dau. of Capt. Josiah Gil­

man, and grand-dau. of Re,;. Nichoias, the brother of Dr. Josiah. The 
children of Ja.mes6 hy S,u ah were: Sophia, b. 1787, wife of Daniel 
Rundlett: Joseph-G .• b. 1788; &r.rah-G., b. 1790, wife of ~ilas 
Gould: Henry, b. 1792: Charles, b. li9!, d. 1872; An1ta-G., b. 1797, 
wife of J. U. Gerri~h; Mary-G., b. 1799; George- W., b. 1803; also, 
by a second wife, Harriet, Step/ten and James. Out of these eleven 
children, . 

CH.\RU:s7 attained special distinction. Ilavin.g graduated at Harvard, 
1813, he began in the autumn of 1814 to study divinity, but was obliged 
to relinquish it from ill health, and in the spring of 1816 he accepted 
the offer to go out in the i4 gun-ship H \Vashington" as chaplain and 
a8 the midshipmen·s teacher in mathematics. In 1817, he wa.~ appoint­
ed Charge d'A.Jj"aires at Tunis, where he continued until 1819. One 
ot the-e young lads obtained permis!-lion to accompany him and continue 
hiH i--tudicH under him. .Almost half a century pm.;sed, and there '\"isited 
Buston a naval officer of renown, whrn~e fir~t visit, after the pu hlic hl)n• 
ors of reception, was to .l\lr. Fuhmm in Camhridge. It was Vice-Ad­
miral Farragut, now a veteran of national fame, who wanted to see 
his old teacher. On leaving New-England, the Admiral sent him a 
magnificent Yase, with beautiful engravings from f--ketches drawn by 
his own hand, a,s-an acknowledgment or indebtedness to "the young 
Yankee pastor'' for good influences, helpin2: him to do whatever he had 
done for bii:, country and the world. Returning from the Mediterranean, 
l\lr. Folsom became Tutor in Harvard. 1821-23: Librarian of the Coll., 
1823-26; Librarian of the Boston Athenroum, 1845-56. He performed 
1nany important literary labors; ~nt forth an excellent school e<!ition 
of Cicero ·s Orations; and it is especially to his praise that authors like 
Quincy and Norton and Sparks and Palfrey and Prescott and Parsons 
-huth Dr. Parsons and Dr. Palfrey contributing beautiful memorial 
~ketches of him-put their manuscripts or proofs into his hands, and 
cordially acknowled~ed their great indcbtedne8S to his valuable services. 
The most fragrant of the memories still blooming from his dust, is that 
'" his kindness was warm, constant and unselfish. No one ever knew 
him refuse a fin-or which it was in his power to grant, or think first 
of himself, when the q ueotion was whether he should benefit himself 
or another." · 

On the 19th of October, 1824. hem. Susanna Sarah,dau~hterofRev. 
Joseph McKean, Prof. of Rhetoric and Oratory in Harntrd. His wife, 
three sons (Col. Uharles-\iV., H. C. 1845, Civil Engineer: Norton, 
1\1. D., Harv .• Snrgeon 45th colored troops, Re!-ident Physician ~lass. 
Gen. IIo~pital; RcL George-:i\IcKcan, IL U. 1857, Supervisor of Public 
Schooh,), and one daughter, surviYe him. Two of the snns are married. 

ii. Tnmus,6 b .. May 11. liti9; m. Ednah Ela; resided in Kennebunk and 
Portland; had children : Iouisa. Charle5, Clariss:i, also 

G&!>RGE,7 of Harvard College 1822, LL.D. of Vermont University 1860, 
an eminent author of f--everal annalistic, antiq narian and historic papers 
and works. mPinber of the N. Y. Senate 1~44--1i. U. S. minister to 
Holland 1850-p3. He was horn in Kennebunk, )lay 23, 1802; m. 
l\largaret Cvrnelia, dau. of Benjnmin \V inthrop, 1839; d. at Rome, 
lta'y, 1370, leaving one sJn George- W. of New-York, who m .. Miss 
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FullP-r, and two daughters Margaret and Helcn-Stvyresant-the latter 
a member of the sisterhood at Clucr, En~., who in a brief sketch has 
wrought a Leautiful tribute to her father's domestic Yirtues, his lo,e uf 
literary men and pursuits, his abund,mt and elegant hospitality, genial 
temper, courtesy and kindness to high and low, exhibiting in particu­
lar that trait which obtained for him when a lad the name of,. Gentle 
Georgie,'' but which was not less conspicuous in the man than in the 
child. 

n1. NATIIANIEL,6 h. April 2, 17il ; m. l\'Iary Bond; d. in Hallowell, l\fe .• 
whose childreu were: 'l'homas-Uli·ver, ~1.D., Harv. 1825; d. 18:2i; 
Mary, Eli::abeth, and Clarissa. 

iv. PETER~6 b. Feb. 22, 1775, K~nnebnnk; m. Su~an Jenkins; d. June, 1817. 
Y. MARY. 6 b. July 1:2, 1776, wife of Nathaniel Jeffords, Kennebunk. 
vi. JoBN,6 b. Nov. 5, }jjj; m. Hannah Swasey, of whom was born John­

Fulford,7 hookbinder. of Boston. The latter's wife. Caroline, was dau. 
of Mary Rogers (b. Jan. IO, 1780. dau. of C'apt. Benjaruin Rogers of 
Newburyport) and John Shaw, son of Rev. Jeremiah Shaw, of l\loul­
tonborough, N. H. ( H. C. 176i; first supplied as misi:;ionary at the 
Isles of ::;hoal:-:, li73-75, when most of the people became disper~ed 
through fear of beinp: captured by the British; was ordained, NoY. Ii, 
1779, pa~tor of the Congregational church in :Moultonborough then 
quite on the frontier, where he continued until 1816, when he resigned, 
but ~applied the pulpit six years longer. He d. 1834, in the 88th year 
of his age, "a man of a quiet turn of mind and of good judgment,'' 
drawin~ to public worl--hip people who used to walk, or ride on horHe­
back, 10 miles each way-one uld man of Centre Harbor E-ayin~ that he 
could not recollect of more than one or two instances in which the 
weather or bad travelling kept him away; and an intelligent farmer of 
Tamworth being accustomed to say, in the hearing of his son, .Kev. l\Ir. 
Uhapman, who told the present writer, H When I want a fervent prayer, 
I like to hear Parson Hidden; when I want a sermon, 1 like to hear 
ParHOn Shaw"). From this parentage sprung: 

ALBERT-ALoNzo,8 whose name and fame are inseparable from the Boston 
and Providence Rail-Road, of which he has been several years ~up(:r­
intcndcnt, having developed naturally from quite early life into pn·­
eminent fi.tne~s for the duties of his office. He has named ~ome of his 
iron steeds after characters which are :m embodiment of the most genial 
though ts of one of the greakst of the writers of fiction in :modern 
times. \Ve cannot help thinking that with :Mr. F. this intercourse 
with works of the imagination is no unesual mode of relaxation. and 
that like many other ~flicient mrn l;e owes to it 01uch of the t·ase and 
heartiness and succ( ss with which he wields his lnrge responsibilities, 
and not simply to his industry and fidelity and ability. 

Mr. F. is ~enior Warden of the Columbian Lodµ-e. He married, 
April 11, 1861, Julia Elizaheth. dau. of .Francis ll. vVintcr, of Bo~ton. 
Their children are: Frank-B.- W., b. Ft·b. 6, 1862; Chaudler-R., b. Dec. 
1, 1865; Alary- Winter, b. Sept. 30, 1R6i. 

23. PETER4 FoLSOJI (Peter,3 Peter.2 John}) n1. l\Iary, b. 1722, d. Oct .. 
1791, dau. of J onathau3 Folsom ( John,2 Joltn1

). This is the first intermar­
riage bet wee~ the lines of Dea. John and Lieut. Peter-the great-gran<lson 
of the first ,John in the line of the latter marrying the great-granddau. in 
the line of the former. They haJ. ten children: 

1. 1\1.ARY,5 b. Aug. 31, 1744 ~ m. Samuel (]lark, of Gilmanton, July 4, li62, 
and was mother of Elder Peter Clark. 

n. C,\THEKI~E.5 m. --- \Vadleigh. 
iii. A~NA (or Nancy), b. Jan. 1749; m. Feb. 1771, Joseph Yonng, E~q., of Gil­

manton, whuse dau. MARY was mother of Hon. W. H. Y. Hackett, of 
Portsmouth. 

1,. PJ_TER, 5 b. June 24, li50; m. Jemima. b. ~fnrch 7, Ii 55, dau. of Josiah 
Folr-:orn (grandson of De:.i. John). They lin~d in Gilmanton, and both 
died in 1832; had JElilllA, Lrpu, PE·J;:~R, Jos~A~I, .NATHANIEL, 1•0LLY, 
S.urnEL and MARTHA. 
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v. ELTZABETH,5 m. Lieut. Jonathan Perkins of Gilmanton, officer in the 
Hevolutionary army. 

v1. N1cnoL.AS/ b. at Exeter, April 29, li52; m. Dorothy, dau. of Joseph 
Leavitt, of Exeter : moved to Gilmanton. about li8i ; d. June 20. 1847. 
They had Capt. Nidwla.,;, b. Aug. H, 1'7'85, father of 1.Vicholas-Leavitt 
Folsom, M .D.~ b. Dec. 20, 1815, of Portsmouth, al8o of Peter, Joseph, 
Dudley, Jonatltan, Thumas, Polly, Dolly, Lote-Leavitt, James and 
Lydia. 

vii. JoxATIHN,s of Gilford. b. at Exeter, 1753: m. (I) Lydia, dau. of Josiah, 
,grandson of Dea. John: m. (2) Sarah Green of Stratham, who was his 
adminh.:tratrix 1814. He had four sons: Jonathan~6 Peter,6 &muel,6 

Benjamin,6 and a dau. Sara!t.6 The first of these, Jonathan,6 b. 1785, 
m. Lydia (see under Benj.3 ), d. 1825. He was an eminent contractor 
and builder: built the sea-wall at the Isles of 8hoals. to form a haven for 
imperilled -ve-;sels, and only proved the futility of ~aying to the furious 
~ea just there, Hitherto shalt thou come and no further! He built the 
enduring works of the large stone wharf on the western ~ide of the 
Portsmouth Na'{'y-Yard, the first SeTenty-Four-House, va.st and nobly­
proportioned, and timber-houses. The Stone Uhurch in Portsmouth, 
which for use as a house of worship and kindred reli~ious exercise~, for 
~imple beauty and quiet grandeur, has not been surpassed, nor is likely 
to be, he began to build, saw its walls ri:-:e with exultation, but died 
of exposure and overwork a year before its eompietion. He left four 
children: IJea. Thnmas, of Exeter, b. 1810; Mary-Elizabeth, b. 1812: 
Hiram, b. 1814; Charles, b. 18th. 

PETER,6 brother of Jona.than,6 m. Hannah Hook, and had eight children, 
among whom is Peter- William, b. 1813, of Boston (Roxbury District), 
mArried. and havin~ a son and daui!!hter. . 

viii. JAMES.5 b. July 22. 1756; m. Dee. 2, li84, Mary, dau. of Josiah Folsom 
(grand8on of Dea. John) ; bad ele\""en children. of whom Lydia, m. 
Nathaniel Nelson, of Gilmanton; Martha~ m. Dudley Nelson, of Gil­
manton; Lacinia, m. Samuel Nelson, of Salem, j\JaEs.; Sarah-R .• m. 
Jo~eph Safford, of Danvers, :Mass. ; Frances, m. Benjamin Gordon; 
Nanc.lJ-Y., m. Daniel :Melcher: Mary, was unm. The sons wereJamts, 
Josinh, Peter-G. of Danvers, Nicholas D. 

ix. SAMUEL,.; b. Nov. 3, 1761; went to Deerfield, 1792; m. (I) Anna Shepherd 
of lleerfield. ("?) by whom he had, with three other children, Peter, 
b. Oct. 31. 1 i89, whom. (I) Nancy Smith, and is father of Peter, b. 
Au~. Hi, 181 i, now of Bloomington, Ill., m. to Cordelia Soule, and 
the father of five children. By a second wife, Naney 8mith, 83.muel 
had two more children; then is said to have moved to Cornville, .Me., 
where 8Cveral of his children also live. 

NATIIANIEL,5 m. --- James, lived in Gilmanton. 

24. .JosHUA.4 FoLsou (John,3 Lieut. Peter,.,_ John1
), b. 1711(?), was a 

Quaker or Friend, of Epping. a public speaker in the Society of Friends, 
who <lied 17\)3 or '4. llis children ,vere: 1. Thomas, b. 17 4G, and d. with­
out chil<lren. 2. John, b. 17 55, m. l\Iary Fowler, lived and died in Sand­
wich. 3. Joshua. 4. JJ,Iary, wife of --- Fry. 5. A.btga-il. G. Bei~ja­
m,in. who had l\Iea<l, Thomas and John~ 7. s~unuel, who died soon after 
his father, leaving children, .Joshua, l\Iary, Huldah a.nd Betty. 8. Betty, 
who died before her father. He has a very large number of descendants. 
In corre$pon<lence with Henry-Page Folsom, Esq., of Circleville, 0. ( who, 
besides the particulars of his own genealogy, gase information concerning 
the descendants o_f Samuel Folsom, son of ,Josiah (~Jonathau3 &c.), when the 
senior writer had been long and utterly b&ffied in trying to find their where­
abouts), 1\Ir. Chapman learned that a branch of ,Joshua has flourished 
there for a long time. I-I. P. F ., b. 1854~ is son of Charles and nephew of 
Henry Folson17 (now Henry P~1ge, a lawyer, h. Circleville, 0., 1821 ), son 
of Joshua,6 tloshua,5 Joshua". (the Quaker). His mother's family lived in 
l~hil;l.delphia, and belonged to the Society of Friends. 
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Some years ago, a farmer of Wayland, Mass., bearing the name of 
"Folsom," a lineal descendant of the Quaker, and, in common with his 
whole family, cherishing a remarkable veneration for him, but at that time 
unable to trace his pedigree further back, related to the writer in substance 
the following story, which was put on record without delay and is now 
simply transcribed. 

Joshua was the proprietor of 2,000 acres of land, still in the possession 
of his descendants. He was a miller. The peopl~ of the town, in those 
Revolutionary times, called him a Tory, because being a Friend he could 
not go with them in their war measures ; and they combined to spill all his 
grain into the water. Mr. Cilley, of Nottingham ~r Deerfield, hearing of 
this, and being an executor of an estate which the miller owed for rye, im­
mediately proceeded to secur~, if possible, the payment before the catastro­
phe. "In which will you take your pay," said the miller, "in silver or in 
rye"? " Imrye, if agreeable, because-it is every day rising." The miller 
measured out the same number of bushels that he received. "Why, Sir," 
exclaimed the amazed executor, " rye is worth twice as much as when you 
bought, and you ought to give me only one-half the amount." "No 
matter, I choose to return what I received." "Is that your principle?" re­
sponded Mr. C., '' why they call you a Tory, and say you are opposed to 
independence." "No, I am not! I want the country to be free, but I don't 
want to go to war about it." }Ir. C. then added, '' they are going to throw 
all your grain into the water to-night. But they shall pass over my dead 
body first''! And off he rode, got the people together and· told them the 
story. The plot was abandoned. The Quaker Joshua became the most 
famed hero in the region for his kindness to the widow aml fatherless. We 
may still see those pitiful, determined eyes, through the dust of the mill, 
and hear that calm Christian voice amid the clatter uttering its " Yea ". and 
"Nay," avoiding in reply "whatsoever is more than these," because it 
" cometh of evil," and feel that he did what was wisest and best. 
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