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FENTON GENEALOGY.

“Prnriraps the first man by the nune of Fenton who ever visited
the present territory of the United States,” says Judge L. T.
Toote, of New Haven, * was Captain Edward Fenton, of the British
Navy, in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, who, under the command
of Sir Martin Frobisher, was a noted captain in an exploring expe-
dition which visited St. Augustine, Flo. in 1585.”

1. Roserr FExTON, who is first heard of at Woburn, Mass., in
1688, was the common ancestor of the Connecticut Tentons. We
can learn nothing in regard to his parentage, birthplace, or nation-
ality. The records of Woburn shed no light on the subject; and
we can find no trace of him elsewhere, previous to his appearance
in that town. Neither can we find any early Fentons in New Eng-
land, except Robert; and we are inclined to think all who bear the
name in this country, except immigrants of a later period, are de-
scended fromm him.*  There is an old tradition in one Lranch of
the Mansfield family, that Robert Fenton was a mative off Wales,
But very little relinnce, however, can be placed on such traditions,
as we have found in. the course of our investigations; though we
think it not improbable that this Robert Fenton was born in Great
Britain, or that he was a Welchman. The records of Robert Fen-
ton, at Woburn, are very meagre. IHe remained in the town but g
few years, and it does not appear that he was a real estate owner
there. In 1687, he is not on the tax list in that town; but in

& Peter Fenton was in Captain Ladd’s Company, in Colonel Benedict Arnold’s Detach-
ment; and wns taken prisoner at Quebec on the 31st of December, 1775, after having sutiered
everything but death in that memorable march through the wilderness, at that inclement
seasont of the year, “in the faco of continual dangers and obstacles, through pathless forests,
over swollen and rapid rivers, suffering from cold and hunger, and want of the necessarics
of life.” As the section where tho Connccticut Fentons lived furnished reeruits for Ar-
nold’s expedition, it s probuble that Peter Feunton was a descendant of Robert, though we
have no records to provo it.
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August, 1688, he is taxed 2s. 6d;, — perhaps a personal tax. Ile
was also a tax-payer, in Woburn, in 1688, 1689, 1690, and 1691 ;
but the amounts we have not. The carly Church records of Wo-
barn are lost. At precisely what time Robert Fenton came to
Windham, we have not been able to aseertain.  Detween May 30,
1693, and April 19, 1694, hie was received as an inhabitant of the
town, the exact date not being given, Ie evidently located in
what was then called the “north end” of the town, being that part
of Ancient Windham which became Mansfield,* where he was
living in 1694. December, 1694, Robert Fenton was appointed,
with Joshua Ripley, the first town-clerk and magistrate of Wind-
ham, to lay out the lots on the west side of the river, that belonged
to Willimantie. At the same meceting he was chosen * TFeuce
viewer,” for the north end of the town,— an oflice sometimes held
by the wealthiest planters; at one time by Cates, the first settler.
At another time he was appointed, with Mr. Ripley, to oversee
thiose who were selected to luy out sundry lots.  IIe, however, took
bat little part in town aflairs.  Robegrt Fenton built the first bridge

aeross the Natehaug River, wecovding to the following record : —

o Tue B T69s, Robert fenton ngnged fo the Towne Lo bald & mnke a
suiiebent breidg over the Neteloge fulls, satabde for mnn aid hors o pass
whth o dendey the Dithre ta hoaande by the fhesl of October next; the sd
Weandon also dngnged to anduwbabn the heddge three yenes,”

For thin he wis fo have Sfhe poands D money” W Jidga
froom Uik, (hat beowas aomechande § probahly o carpenter, Roberd
Fenton bought off James Blderhbng ol Novwleh, the second ol aoff
1,000 acres, lying al the * Ponds,” Sepl. 16, 16946, "The @ homo
fols ™ of these 1,000 aere rights, inta which the town was divided,

* {n 1676, Joshuna, the Niantie ancliem, son of Unenw, the famous Mohegan chifef, gave by
will large tracts of land enst of Conncetieut rlver Lo several prominent gentlemen, who
were cajled “Joshun’s legatees,”  The tract, which afier Ity settlement was called Wind-
ham, was glven to sixteen men, mostly residents of Norwich., 1t embraced most of the
tervitory fnelweded in the present towis of Windham, Mansficld, Hampton, Chaplin, and
Seotlund, Tt was Iuid out for settiement In May 1688, at threee pluees, — Windhinm Center,
Mansticld Center (then called * North Xnd,” or the “ Ponds),” and Willlmantie. Windhan
began to be scttled in 1689; Mansticld soon after 1698; and Willimantic some years later,
Windham was divided, and Mausticld sct off as a town, Oct, 20, 1703. The Indian desig-
nation of Mansticld was Nanbeseluck,
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were generally twenty rods on the front. This lot was near what
is now known as the * Town Pond,” at Mansfield Center. _

Dee. 28, 1702, Robert Fenton’s property was prized as fol-
lows: The housing, home lot, with apple trees and fences
thereupon, forty pounds in money; the first division of land, six
pounds in money ; the pasture lot, four pounds in money ; the ten
aere lot, with the eight acres and a hall of meadow and the fence
thercupon, twenty-live pounds in money ; the hundred acre lot, ten
pounds in money ; and all the land, yet to be layed out, belonging
to a thousand acre right, ten pounds in money. The whole
amounted to ninety-five pounds.

Robert Fenton was one of the patentees of the town of Mans-
field, which was sect off from Windham, and made s town, Oct.
20, 1703. His name appears sixth on the list. 1le was called
one of the proprietors of Mansticld, in 1707 ; antwas living there
in 1712, when he sold land to different persouns. Between the
latter date and 1730, he probably left Mansfield, — as his name is
not on the list of freemen, made out in the latter year; and settled
in the then new town of Willington, where, says the late Rev,
Moses C. Weleh, in his Cenlury Sermon, he died at the honse of
his sony b an advanced nge,

The e of Robert Fenton does nob appear as o meatber of
cither the Windhaw or Muansiield Charelrs hol Dovolhiy, hin wifi,
senernity  widtton 2 Dovebtdy ™ Ja the vevordny wan o tiember off
botl,  Wao think I probable sho was ne oviginal member of' the
Whidloun Cliveele (Ui onvly resordse seo gone)y vone whicls sl
was Leanstorred to Lie South Maustield Chareby on s oeganizntion
e 17100 Pha date of tes dontie ot Bobeet Fonton o Wdsowilie, il
their nges ol the time, hiave nol bedn ascertained, Pl recormls ol
neither Mansficlkt nor Willington give any inlormation on the
subjeet ; and no stones huve been fotd to nuwk thebr {asg resting
place. The above cited testimony of Mr, Welch is all the posi-
tive information that we have on the suliject.

With regard to the character and position of Robert Fenton,
there i3 not much in the records on which to base an opinion.
Still, there is suflicient to indiente that he cujoyed the contidence
and respect of the carly settlers of the town. DMost of the planters
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were in moderate circumstances, They generally owned 1,000
acres of land cach, for which they paid about ten pounds. As
settlers increased, and the original proprictors were enabled to sell
their surplus land, which rapidly inereased in value, their means
increased, and some of them became quite wealthy.

Perhaps o word iy be said hiere in vegard to the descendants of
Robert Fenton, particularly those fimilies that remained in Mans-
field and Willington. They have ‘¢ occupied the middle walks of
life, being mnostly farmers and mechanics ; and, as a general thing,
having generally neither riches nor poverty.” We have found, in
our genealogical investigations, cach family cliaracterized by some
peculiar traits, whicl, to a greater or less degree, extended through
all the generations of such family. The Fentons are no exception
to this rule. Some of their traits have been mechaniecal ingenuity,
skill in musie, courage and patriotism, good sense and especially
a pleasant, genial disposition. Their kinduess and cordiality as
friends and ncighbors, and their good humor, have been pro-
verbial. ¢

Roperr Fextox, by wife Dorothy, had the following children :
Rolert, b, at Woburn, Oect. 6, 1688, of whom we have no further
account ; (2) Freneis, b at Woburn, July 22, 1690; (3) Sumuel,
the place and date of his bicth not found, but in the Mansficld
records hie is called the son of Robert and Dorothy Fenton. 'Uhe
following are recorded in Windham and Maunstield : Bridget, b,
Ang. 14, 1695 (1) Jueob, b, April 5, 1698 ; Doritty (Dovothy), b.
Sept. 4, 1700, m. Samuel Slafter, and had a family ; Anne, b, July 7,
1703, m. John Righe ; Violate, b. Aug. 20, 1706, m. John Ilarris,
Dee. 7, 1730, and had children; (5) Lbenezer, b. Aug. 29,1710 ;
Abigail, twin of Ebenezer, b. Aung. 29, 1710.  An Abigail Fenton
m. Abrahain Snow; of Lebanon, in 1740 ; and had children, —
perhaps, this one. .

2. Traxcrs Frxrow, the sccond son of Robert the first, was one
of the earliest settlers of Willington. He located in the south part of
the town, his homestead being about three-fourths of a mile north
from Manslicld ¢ Four Corners,” 1lisson, Francis, Jr., lived on the
same farm. The cellar place, where Francis Fenton, Sen., built
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his house, may still be scen, though the dwelling has long since
disappeared.

I'rancis Fenrown, Sen., is known by tradition as the ¢ Money
Malker.” Very little, however, is known of his history, except from
tradition ; but that is so direct that it is entitled to rather more
credit than traditions generally are, According to the best infor-
mation obtained from this source, gathered from various individuals,
Trancis Fenton, Scen., was a very shrewd man, and possessed re-
markable mechanical ingenuity. That he made silver money (one
account says copper, too), and passed it, is undoubtedly truc.
Being suspected of counterfeiting coin, an officer was sent to ar-
rest him.  Getting notice of it, he gave the oflicer the slip, and
made for the river, which was not far {rom his residence. Ile was
pursued, and, finding he was likely to be captured, cut a long, lol-
low trumpet-weed, and when the officer approached, went into the
water, and lying flat on his back at the bottom of the river, held
the hollow weed firmly in his mouth, through which he breathed;
and thus, not being discovered by the oflicer, escaped arrest. The
river, at which this incident took place, is a small mill stream,
which rises in the northeast corner of Willington, or the south part of
Union, runs southerly through the eastern part of the town, enters
Mansficld, and soon after passes into the Mount IHope River, which
latter empties into the Natchaug,.

From the above circnmstance, according to general (rudition in
thut locality, the stream took the nwune of Fenton River, which it
still bears.  On this river, in Willington, are the silk mills at Dale-
ville ; and, in Mansl(ield, the silk factorics at Gurleyville, and that at
Chaffee’s, Although Mr., Fenton escaped for the time, he was
afterwards arrested, and brought to trial. Itwas found that he had
made very porfect imitations of Spanish ‘milled dollars, which, on
being tested, proved to be pure silver. As there was no law
against counterfeiting foreign coin, he was acquitted. Tt is said
that he was unable to read ; but his faculty for imitating was such,
that he reproduced every letter and figure exactly, and the coins
that he made were almost perfect copies of the original,  With only
the imperfect tools that he could then obtain, it is something of a
wonder how he was enabled to make coin so perfectly. It has also
been a wonder where he obtained his silver, and fabulous storics
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have been told respecting deposits of the precious ore in the hills
near where he lived,  DBut, as the country is not a silver-benring
region, they probably have no foundation in truth.

Our own impression is, that Francis Fenton “made money”
more to gratify his mechanical ingenuity and curiosity than for
anything clse; that he did not go into the business very exten-
sively ; and that he probably picked up old silver with which to
try his experiments. Ifis descendants in Willington, where this
branch of the Fentons lived, have been very respectable people;
and no discredit seems ever to have attached to them because their
ancestor tried experiments in ¢ making money.” _

The murriage of IFraneis Fenton we have not been able to find.
It is not on record, either in Mansficld or Willington.

ITe d. Jan. 25, 1781, in the ninety-first year of his age. Ann,
his widow, d. July 1, 1785. The children of Francis and Ann Fen-
ton, recorded in Witlington, were: (6) Irancis, b. March 16, 1718,
being the first white child born in Willington; (7) Nuthaniel, b.
April 10, 1720 cun, b, Octy 2, 17235 Meary, b. Jan, 29, 1725, d.
Nov. 18, 1740 3 Jolizabethy b Fob, 21, 1726-7 5 cdbigad, b, Aug., 27,
1728 5 Ileazer, b Sept. G, 1732, prolably lived in Willington, but
we have no account; (8) Kijak, b Feb, 6, 1735-6,

B Sasin Fesron st jettded o Mansileld, bul soon after
removed Lo Willington, where he had w numerous fiumily which wo
o unablo fully to tenee. Hs st marvinge, aod tiest threo chils
dren, are recorded in Manstield.

Sanmeen Fesrtox . Cutharine Warring Sept. 7, 17205 ., second,
Experience Ingalls, Sept. 4, 1754, Children : (9) Sumuel b. July 17,
1722 Robert, h. March 81, 17245 csa, b. April 22, 1726, d. Jan.
20, 1716,~7 3 Clutharine, b, Jan, 21,1728, d, July 11,1753 ; Jokn, b,
Aug. 13, 17305 Lbenezer, b April 10, 1732, d. Aug. 9, 1740 Su-
sannuh, b, April 10, 1734 ; Joséph, b, March 1, 1736 Benjaniin,
b, April 27,1738 5 Abijul, b, June 15, 1740 5 Francis, b. Sept. 25,
1742. Clildren by second wite : Nathan,b. July 17,1758 ; Joseph,
L. Feb. 28, 1760.

4, Jacos Furyrton, fourth son of Robert the settler, located in
Mansfield, where Le epent the carly part of his life. 1fe united
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with the Mansfield Church, Sept. 10, 1732. e was one of the
first sottlers of Norwich, Vt., with Ebenczer Smith and Samuel
Slafter, also from Mansfield. We have not been able to learn
anything further of a definite character in regard to him. He m.
Mary Pierce, daughter of Nathaniel, of Enfield, Dec. 10, 1730,
His death is recorded in Mansfield records as follows : —
¢ Mr. Jacob Fenton died at Norwich, N, IT., July 15, 1763.”
IIis- will is dated March 17, 1758 ; and admitted to probate in
Windham Probate Court, Aug. 13, 1763. In it, he names his wife
Mary, and only surviving son, Joseph. IIe speaks of his son
Jucob, deccased, and of Roswell as the ouly son of his son Jacob.
1Ic had no daughters. 1lis inventory amounted to £356 14s. 6d.
The children of Jucob and Mary Fenton, recorded in Mansfield,
were: (10) Jacod, b. Dec. 1, 1731 ; Robert, 1st, b. Nov. 30, 1782;
d. Deccember 17, 1732 ; Nathaniel, . Feb. 15, \1@4—5, d. Sept. 8,
1755 ; Shubael, b. July 12, 1737, d. before 1758 ; Joseph, b. June
21, 1739, m. Abignil Wright, Oct. 31, 1758, and had Bridget, b,
March 14, 1759, when his record disappears from Mansticld ; Zobd-
ert 2d, b. Sept. 26, 1741, d. Deec. 3, 1741 ; Ilijuk, b. Sept. 27, 1743,
N

d. young. S Ve
U OV
E 1

5. Enengzen IFenron, the )ymigunl; yon of Rohert the first sct-
tlery m flesty, Mehitnble TutlG, doaghter of Jonathan, Feh, 11,1740
Ab ;5 mysecond, Lydin Comnt, eldest danghter off Malachi, Aug, 24,
1762, Children by thest wilv: (1) Jonadhan, by May 17, 1711
(12) Lobenezery by April 15, 17135 Swrady b Keb, 16, 17145
Nathan, b, Teb, 9, 1746-7; (18) Solomon, b. June 23, 1749
Liyditey be May 26, 17563, m. Jacob Barrows; (14) Eljak, b, Aug,
8, 1754, Children by second wife : (15) Nuthaniel, b. March 26,1764 ;
(16)-Jucob, b. Nov. 5,1765 ; Mehitable,b. Jan, 18,1767 ; Abigaii,b.
Feb. 2, 1769 ; Robert, b. May 24,1771, d. June 19, 1776 ; Justin or
Justus, b. Sept. 14,1773, d. in Ohio some years siuce ; Mulachi, b,
April 9, 1776, d. in Otsego Co., N. Y., left quite a large family;
Robert 2d, b, Oct. 11, 1780, lived in Green, Chenango Co., N. Y.

6. Iraxcis Fenron, Jr., of Willington, m., first, Elizabeth Iolt,
June 10, 1746 ; m., second, Anna Newcomb, of Windham, Oct. 31,
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1754. Children by first wife : Mary, b, April 18, 1748 ; Francis,
b, Teb. 13, 1750-5t.  Children by second wile: Berry (perhaps
Benjaiain) b, Jan. 1, 1758, Thomas, b. Feb. 3, 1764,

7. Narnaxien Fryton, the second son of Francis Fenton, Sen.,
lived in Willington. Of his history we learn no particulars. e
m., first, Mary Tilden, Oct. 28, 1746 ; she d. June 22, 1748 ; m.
second, Rebeckah Chamberlain, Feb. 8, 1749-50. Ie d. Sept. 23,
1758. Children by first wife: Nathaniel, b. Feb. 26, 1747-8, d.
May 25, 1748.  Children by second wifc: Rebeckak, b, July 28,
1751, m. a Knowlton, of Ashford; Nuthaniel, b. April 29, 17583,
settled in DBelchertown, BMass., had family, One som, Ira, was a
famous musician, says an informant; (17) Eleazer, b. April 11,
17355 Erastus, b. Jan. 17, 1757, d. about 1772, aged 15 years.

8. Erwan FrxtoN, son of Francis, Sen., lived in Willington.
He m. Lois Hovey, daughter of John, of Mansfield, June 4, 1761.
1Ie d. Oct. 10, 1776, Children, (18) Elijah, b. March 9,1762; (19)
Joln, b, July 8, 1763 ; Lois, b. Oct. 4, 1764 ; Loger, b. May 2, 1766,
m. Sarah Hunks, April 10, 1791, and had Frederick, b. Feb. 3,
1792 dshbel, b. Nov. 17, 1771,

9. Sanuver IFexrox, dr., lived in Willington. IIe m. Lydia Lee,
Dee. 15, 1746 ; he d. June 29, 1795 ; she d. July 22, 1810. Chil-
dren; dsu, b. Jan, 10, 1747-8, had a faily, ‘ind lie or some of his
descendants lived in Statford. Ambrose, b. Dec. 2, 1749, d. May
30, 1733 ; Adonijal, b. June 9, 1754 ; Amariak, b. Dce. 11, 1756,
d. June 10, 1774; Solomon, b. Nov. 6, 1758, m. a Parker, had
three children, lived in Willington; Pamelia, b. July 7, 1762;
Lucing, b. July 3, 1764 ; Lydia, b. Jan. 28, 1769 ; Thirsa, b. Dee.
926, 1771.

Luke Fexrox, said to have been a son of Asa who was son of
Samuel, Jr., above (No. 9), was b. Dee. 30, 1768, m. Chloe Preston,
Sept. 10, 1789. She was b. Sept. 10, 1777. They removed to
Corinth, N. Y, after 1801, where he died.  Children b. in Willing-
ton  Chloe, by Feb 17, 1789 5 OQevéiey be Aprit 18, 17913 Ladke, Jiv.,



11

b. Aung. 23,1792, m. Anna Church, he d., widow and two children,
ITenry and Mary Jane, both m., still living; WWealthy, b. Jan. 3,
1795, m. Ezra Bowrdinun, Dee. 25, 1871, has v daughter living, m. ;
Orrin 2d, b. April 23, 1797; Eunice, b. Aug. 22, 1799 ; Durius,
b. Oct. 20, 1801, m. Sarah Eggleston, Nov. 29, 1820, has five chil-
drenliving,—the sons arc named Theodore, Theodocious and Curtis.
Children b. in Corinth: Lyman, b. March 3, 1804 ; Lewis, b. Jan.
15, 1806 ; Lodisa, b. March 20, 1809, m. 2 man named Angel, has
a daughter living ; Horace, b. March 12, 1812, m. Caroline IJam-
mond, and has a daughter living ; Almira, b. March 27, 1818. Da-
rius and Wealthy are the only members of the above family that are
living. ‘

ELeazer Fenton, 3d, of what family we have not ascertained,
but perhaps son of Asa, m. Matilda Holt, Aug. 4, 1794, She d.
May 1, 1797 ; he d. Feb. 6, 1799.

10. Jacos Fextow, son of the first Jacob, lived in Mansfield.
He m. Rebecea Cross, daunghter of Wade, Jan, 31, 1754; he d.
June 25, 1756. Children, (20) Roswell, b, June 9, 1755 ; Mary, b.
Feb. 13, 1757,

11. Jonatnan FrxroN was in the war of the Revolution. He
cnlisted in Captain John Shumway’s company, April 8, 1779, for
two years, Ile lived in Mansfield at the time; but, ps we find no
aceount of hix descendants in that town, perhaps lic removed,  1le
m. Mary Cary, widow of Daniel, July 11, 1762, Children: Gua-
maliel, b. Jan. 13, 1764, enlisted in the First Regiment, and served in
the latter part of the war of the Revolution. Jonathan, b. July
18, 1766 ; Mary, b. March 10, 1769 ; Richard TWebber, b. Sept. 4,
1771 Phebe, twin of Richard W., b. Sept. 4, 1771 ; Bridget, b.
Nov. 12, 1773, .

i3 HoeNuzer Fexvow, Jr., lived in the northeasterly purt of the
town of Muansficld, about half a mile south of the oldl Mecthodist
meeting-house. 1Ie served in the Revolutionary war, in the First
Regiment, for a time. IIc was probably the most ingenious me-
chanic ever born in Mansfiecld. We do not find that he learned
any teade, and his opportunities {or oduention, or displaying hig
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genius, were very limited. Ile made sorgicul instraments of o
superior kind, eleetric machines ; and, unaided by seience, made n
telescope, spy-glass and microscope. Ilis ingenuity was so re-
markable that it became a common saying, that he could ¢ malke
anything.” Ile m. first, Sarah Dunham. daughter of Ebenezer,
Dee. 25, 1766 ; m. sccond, Rebeckah Johnson. Children by first
wife: Eunice b. July 29,1767 ; Bethiah, b. Nov. 5, 1768, d. Aug. 2,
1769 ; Alice b, Oct. 20, 1770, m. Jonathan Storrs; (21) zel, b,
March 21,1772 Oliver secoud, d. in the State of New York; (22
Llisha; cdaron, m. a Westlin, in Windsor, moved to Lewis Co.,
N. Y., where he was a farmer, and where he d. some ten or twelve
years since.’ Ile was a very strong man. Orrinmarried in Wind-
sor, moved to Turin, Lewis Co., N. Y., had family; Horace mar-
ried, and removed to the State of New York.

13. Lwcr. Soroyon Fexrox lived in Mansfield. He served
seven years in the war of the Revolution, and wag first lieutenant
in a company in the Sccond Regiment in 1779. Ile was also a very
ingenious mechanic, and spent a part of his time, while in the ser-
vice in repaiving arms. An ollicer at one time broke the hilt of
his sword, and Mr. Fenton, secing it, told him he thought he could
mend i, e did so in the most peefeel mannery and fronm that
Chme b s hoptoenplayed in repairing ms, which ho did with
greal skille TToon Sibhel Snow, Ao, B 17720 Ha dd T Che-
nongo Comtyy N YL Both his sons are dead, Childeen s Nathan,
Do duno @by 1778 Walibgtan, Dy Naoele 1, 1770,

Ll Brigat Fesvon lived in Manstield,  Teom, Ruby Anderson,
Nov. 22, 17743 he . April 17, 1790, Children:s Augusta, b,
Nov. 10, 1775, m. Daniel Read, of Ashford, and had Augusta, b,
1799, who d. 1848, unm.; Daniel Bardine, b, 1801, m, Amanda
Knowlton, of Ashford, has twelve children, formerly lived in
Willimantie, now resides in Manstield ; Ilenda, b. 1802, is the
widow of Judge Kibbe, of Somers, now resides at Greenport (I..1.) ;
Mary B., b. 1804, m, Ezckiel E. D. Skinner, and resides in Green-
port, has six children; Eliza, b. 1807, m. Rev. Benj., R. Skimner,
‘brother of Dr. Skinner above named, and son of Rev. Ezekicl
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Skinner, }L.D., who in 1834 went to Liberia, Africa, as Colonial
TPhysician, and wns soon afterwards appointed temporary Governor
of the Colony, and remained there three- years. Iliza, above
named, with her husband, went missionaries to Liberia, where she
d. of African fever,Jan. 13, 1831, and her husband d. at sea from
the cffects of the. fever, on his return home, March 1, the same
year. Wm., D. Read is another son, and resides at Gurleyville,
unm, ; Martha Jane, the youngest of the children of Augusta and
Daniel Rewd, L. 1818, m. Alvah 8. Bosworth, of Ashford. Resides
in Mansficld, and has children, (23) Zebina, b. July 9, 1784 ; (24)
Marvin, b. July 30, 1787; (24) Elijah Anderson, b. July 19,1790.

15. Cor. NaraaNiEL FeNTON, settled first in Mansfield, where
his two clder children werc born. In February 1791, he removed
to Otsego, then Montgomery County, N. Y., and was one of the
early scttlers of Burlington, where he remained until September 1823,
when he removed to Ellicott, Chautauque County, N. Y., where he -
continued to reside until his death. In .his 17th year he entered
the Continental Army, and spent the first period of his enlist-
ment in the State of New York, during which time he was en-
gaged in severnl skirmishes with the enemy. At the expiration
ol his service, he returned home, T the following April, he again
enlisted, The troops to which ha helonged were stuiionsd on the
e Conneetbent . Now Yorke Pho yoar wan (Wb ol Tned.
donts, mony oft wideh wees of o thellilog ehienctor, "The ot
nofod ongngementa Tnowhioh he hoee o part were those gt n ploey
kunown as Frog's Neeks  Ino o flest of thase engngements, the
Americans sufferad grest loss, and woere obliged to rtront, Ax
Mr. Fenton had been enrrying the wounded and wssisting them
from the field, he was delayed ; and, in the retreat, was hotly pur-
sucd by a mounted British oflleer. Being in danger of cupture,
he turned upon his pursuer, shot down his horse, and thus escaped.
In July following, he was in another battle at the saume place, in
which the Americans were successful. Ile enlisted the third time,
and continued in service until the close of the war, Ie was
with the army at West Point when it was disbanded. All he
obtained for his services was what were called ¢ scttlement
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notes,” which realized only nineteen dollars. In his latter
years, he drew a pension. When he settled in Otsego, the
county was new, and the secltlers were greatly troubled to
obtain provisions, Fortunately, game was abundant, and we
judge that Col. Fenton was an expert hunter. Ile. very near-
ly lost his life, however, in one of his hunting excursions.
One cold winter morning he started into the woods with his dog
and gun.  Soon after, a severe snow-storm set in; and toward
noon lie thouglt it prudent to start for home. He became bewil-
dered, and was soon sensible that he was lost. Ile wandered, faint
and weary, through the following night, next day and night, and in.
the forenoon of the third day came to a dwelling where he was
kindly cared for. In this long period he neither ate nor slept.
IIe had judgment enough to know, that, if he lay down, he would
probably never rise again. Tlis so overtaxed his energies that he
never entirely recovered. It was in the dead of winter, the snow
was two or three feet deep, and he was in the woods fifty hours.
The place where hie came out was only seven miles from where he en-
tered. In 1802, he made a profession of religion, united with the
Congregational church at Burlington, and was an active and useful
member. A correspondent in Burlington says, ¢ he was a leading
man in religious attairs, and an exemplary Christian. In town af-
fairs, he was active, and almost always elected to some office, Ile
was a member of the Assembly while he resided in Ostego County,
and also a member {rom Chantauque County after he removed there.”
He was Colonel of the militia, and held the office of Surrogate for
the County of Otsego one term. Ile became a member of the
chugeh at Jamestown, and was as devoted and active as he had
been at Burlington. IIis last public act was reading the Declaration
of Imloplcxulcncc on the 4th of July, 1843, when the uunivm-sury
was celebrated on strictly temperance principles.

Col. Fenton, we infer from the above facts, gleaned from an
obituary notice published atter his death, and from private corres-
pondence, was a man of intelligence and good judgment, an ardent
patriot, and a devoted and inftuentinl Christian, — oue of those
worthies who in his day and generation faithfully served God and
his country,  Ife m, Ru'chul IFletcher, danghter of Richard, of
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Mansfield, Sept. 18, 1783 ; he d. Jan, 25, 1846, aged 82; his wife
d. previously, but date not given. They had seven children. Two
died in infancy, a son and a daughter. The two cldest daughters
are still living, both widows. The two youngest daughters died sev-
eral years since, each leaving a number of children. The following
are in Mansfield records: Orrilla, b. Feb. 29, 1784 ; Richard, b.
May 20, 1789 ; d. in infancy; (26) Richard Fletcher, b. in Bur-
lington, Aug. 28, 1800. The births and marringes of the other
members of this family we have not received. '

16. Jacos Fenrton, married at Milford, in this State; and soon
after removed to New Haven, where he was engaged in making
stone ware. IIe removed from New IHaven to Burlington, N. Y.,
in 1801, and there carricd on the pottery (earthern ware) busi-
ness for a number of years. In 1812, removed to Mayville, Chau-
tauque County, N. Y., and the next year to Jamestown, in the
town of Ellicott, in the same county, In 1817, removed to the
foot of Chautauque Lake, about four miles from Jamestown, now
called Fluvanna, where he dicd.

Jacos Fentox enlisted into the Continental army at the age of
about fifteen, and served during the remainder of the war. He
was also a pensioner. IIe m. Lois Hurd, of New Milford, Conn.,
Sept. 13, 1790 ; he d. at Fluvanna, Jan. 21, 1822, Children b. in
New aven: William, b. Jan, 4, 1792, d. Dec. 19, 1794 Tlenry,
b. Dee. 1. 1794, d. July 28, 1795; (27) William I, b. March 7,
1796 ; Anna, b. in Mansficld, Conn., May 6, 1797, m. IIenry Mar-
tin in 1818, lived in the State of New York, had a fumily, d.
about twelve years ago. Childrenb. in Burlington, N. Y : Senecd, b.
Aug. 19, 1799, living in Janesville, Wis., unm.; Sadrina, b. July
4, 18038, d. July 5, 1804 ; Rebecea, b. July 3, 1803, m. Abram
Jones, and has had eight children : Marcus 4., b. April 13, 1808, m,
Mary Johnson. No children. She d. 1846. He is living in Chi-
cago, Il

17. FEreazer Frnrow, Jr., lived and died in Willington. ITe
was a farmer, and was quite & noted man in town and socicty
affairs.  IIe had musical talent, and took charge of the singing at
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the Congregational chureh for w number of years.  Ie had n plens-
unt disposition, much kind fecling, was generally esteemed, and
died launented.

Ergazer IPextox, m. Anna Dunham, daughter of Ebenezer of
Mansfield, April 10, 1783 ; he d. Feb. 12, 1816, aged 60 years;
she d. May, 1834, aged 71. Their children were : Chester, b. Dec. 19,
1784, is still living on the farm where he was born, ncarly eighty-
two years ago, and is the last of the name in Willington: he m,
Phebe Buker about 1820, and had a daughter Anna, b. June 21,
1833, who m. William Eldredge; «nna, b. June 1, 1786, m. Asu
Taylor of Willington, April 15, 1810, and have had three sons and
one daughter, all living, and all married.  Ainong the sons is Soly-
man Taylor, Ilsq., o respected citizen of Willington, now Judge
of Probate for that District, to whom we are mainly indebted for
the records of the Willington Fentons; (28) Rufus, b. Feb. 24,
1788 (29) Ruderick, b, Dee. 19, 178Y; Rebeckah, b. March 6,
1793, m. Stephen Tobey, June 3, 1824, by whom she had five chil-
dren, three sons and two daughters, who ave all living and mar-
ried.  One of her sons, Charles Clinton, m. Marin I. Barrows,
danghter of William, of Willimantic, and lives in Mouson,

18, T esrvon, of Willington, m, Polly Stores, Jun, 18,
1777, Childven s Baefia, by Jdane Ly 17885 I00jahy by Mareel ¥,
POt Howay by Apeil 8, 1860 Keosy e Aug, 2y 70 Polly, b

IPehy, 22, 1700,

19, Jdoux Fesron, off Willington, wm, Luey Eldredge, Dee
17801 hed, Dees 133, 1807 5 shod, May 28, 1850, Children s Jol,
b, Sept. 26, 1786 Lois, by May 3, 17895 Ebenezer, b, July 22,
1791 AAriemas, b, July 22, 1703 5 sshbel, b. Oct. 20, 1796, d. Aug.
20, 17983 Chloe, L, Sept. 25, 17485 Murilla, b, Jan. 30, 1801 ;
Charles, by Sepl. 1, 1802, . Oct, 10, 1806,

20, RosweLL FexToN, settled first in Mansfield, where his two
eldest children were born,  About 1778 he emigrated to Hanover,
N. 1l., from whenee he removed to Stillwater, N, Y., and about
1790 to Broad Albin, Fulton Co., N. Y., where his three younger
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children were born. In the spring of 1806, he left his home at
Broud Albing for the West, intending to fix on a location for his
tfuture residence, and raise a crop ; his family to follow him to his
new residence in the fall. He located near the Ohio River, about
fourteen miles from Louisville, where he erected his cabin in the
wilderness, raised a crop, and died Sept. 16, 1806, It hasbeen
supposed that he was murdered for his money, as he had gone thither
to purchase a farm, where he died suddenly, and his money was
never recovered. His family emigrated, as previously arranged, by
way of I’hiladelphia and Pittsburg, and down the Ohio River; but
on reaching Cincinnati first heard of the death of their paternal
head.  They loeated in Green township, Ohio, near Cincinnati,
where the mother continued to reside antil her death.

RoswerLr FentoNn, m. Deborah Freeman, danghter of Stephen,
April 1, 1773, she was born Nov. 1, 1753, he dxin Kentucky,
Sept. 16, 1866, aged 51 years, and was buried at ¢ 12 mile Island”
on Ohio River; she d. nt College Ilill, near Cincinnati, in 1846,
aged sbout 93 years. Their children, b. in Mansfield, were Jacob,
b. Jan, 21, 1775, graduated at Dartmouth College in the class of
1799, studied law in Philadelphin, removed to Iamilton Co., Ohio,
in 1806, where he A, without issuo, March 21, 1843 (30) Siephen,
he Jong 41, 1777, Childeen b ab Hanovery, N Heawod, b,
duly 7, 1779, my L Van Buren, removed Lo Chautangne Cog N,
Y., o thery in IR0 She il ong song Roswelly who beeame nn
eminent physician, and two deughters, who resido in Chautanguoe
Coo No Yoy Molty, by 1981 Ao Apell 1D, 1801, auas, ;0 (31)
Ceorge Washington, b, Dee, 20, 17885 Roseelly b, Feb, 10, 178G,
went o Hamilton Co., Ohioy e Anng MeFanan, d. Nov, 8, 1830,
leaving children:  Alfred, John, Fliza, George, Roswell, nnd
Wealthy, Deborak, L. Feb. 17, 1789, m. William Paddock, May
11, 1800, settled in Wayne Co., N. Y., where she d. Feb. 3, 1863.
o still lives at Wolcott. 'Fheir children were: Jucob, Henry,
Roxalina, William, Levi, George W., Olive, and Caroline, all of
whom have families, except Olive. Child b. at Broad Albin:
Rebecea, b. Aug. 19, 1791, m. in Cincinnati, Jan. 8, 1809, William
Cary, son of Dr. Samuel Cary, a native of Windham (Scotland
Society). He d,in 1862. She is living, and resides at College
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IIill, Ohio. Their children were : Freeman G., founder of Farmer’s
College, Gen. Samuel F., founder and now President of Female
College at College Hill, Ohio, widely known as an eloquent advo-
cate of the Temperance Reform, and William,— all married and
have families; LZucy Ann, b, Dec. 13, 1793, m. Cyrus Howard,
in Hamilton Co., Ohio, where she still resides. She had fourteen
children, seven living, the eldest of whom is Rev. Solomon IToward,
D. D., Iresident of Ohio University. Another son is Roswell
T., Isq., a member of Ohio Legislature, and lawyer at Xenia,
Olio; Wealthy dnn, b. Feb. 13, 1796, m. Roswell Hazeltine, and
resides at Oxford, Butler Co., Ohio, has had fourteen children, of
whom nine are living.

21. AzrrL Fextox was a blacksmith by trade, and a man of
much physical strength and vigor. Ile lived, in the early part of
his life, in the eastern part of the tbwn, but in the latter part at
Mansficld Center, where he died. IIe was respected and esteemed
by his neighbors and fellow citizens.

He m. Elizabeth Barrows, daughler of Isaae, Sept. 17, 1798;
he d. April 2, 1847, aged 75; she d. Jan. 24, 1859, aged 91.
Their children were: (32) Rosman, b. Dec. 22, 1799 ; (33) Chaun-
cey, b. Aug. 20, 1801 ; Elizabeth, b, June 10, 1803, m. Hezekiah
Crane, and removed to the Statc of New York; Olive, b, March
10, 1805, m. Nehemiah Wheeler, has five children, resides in Essex
Co., N. Y.; Caroline, b, Oct. 15, 1806, d. aged 46, unm.; (34)
Iorace, L. May 15, 1808 ; L'benezer, b. Oct 1, 1811, m. Samantha
Johnson, had one daughter, d.— ; (35) Isaac Palmer, b. May 135,
1813 ; Juba, b, Jun. 16, 1817, d. young.

22, Lusua I'uxToN, son of Ebenezer, Jr., was a blacksmith ;
lived in the eastern part of the town, at or near Atwoodville. Ile
m., first, Philata Storrs, Oct. 8, 1798 ; she d. Dee. 2, 18345 m.,
sccond, Lois Conant, March 7, 1838; he d. 1864, aged about 90,
Children by first wife: Juéia, b. Jan, 30, 1799, m. Phillip R.
Capen. Ilas family. Now resides in Wisconsin. Owin, b. Feb.
18, 1801, m, Mchitable White, is in Maine; Phebe, 1, March 283,
1808, m. A, White, in Maine; Shubael ., b April 28, 1806, is
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m., and resides in New York State; Lois, b. Dec. 18, 1807, m.
Perry Holley, Dec. 14, 1830, has a family, lives in Mansfield ;
Nancy, b. June 10, 1810, m. Manly Barrows, now in Salt Lake
City; Sarah, b. June 14, 1815, m. Rand White, d. April, 1852,
lived in Mansfield ; Elisha, b. April 29, 1817; Lydia, b. March
1823, d. November 1834. Child by second wife : John Tyler, b.
May 22, 1841, d. July 13, 1852.

Ersua Fewxron, Jr., son of Elisha above, formerly lived in
Chaplin, has been in Willimantic for the past two years, and is
now residing in Norwich. He is a carpenter. Ile m., first, Elizabeth
O. Geer, May 8, 1837 ; she d. May 28, 1851 ; m., sccond, Mary A.
Snow, Nov. 30, 1851 ; she d. Dec. 10, 1857 ; m, third, Caroline A.
Fagan, Feb. 9, 1859. Children by fivst wife: Jumes E., b. May
22, 1838, m. widow Lucy J. (Backus) Hunt, lives in Chaplin,
has one daughter ; Funny P., b. Oct. 18, 1841, d. 1803, unm. ; An-
son A., b. April 16, 1845, killed at the battle- of Winchester, Va.,
Juune 15, 1863. Child by second wife: George, b. Sept. 6, 1857.
Child Ly third wife: Lucy Z., b. Feb. 2, 1861, d. March 9, 1803.

28, Zenma Fenrox lived, we believe,in Mansfield. IIe m. Es-
ther Shumwa,y; he d. 1849 ; she d. 1857. Children: Lucas, b.
December 1809, m. IHannah Spencer Dec. 28, 1864 ; Lucia, twin
of Lucas, b. December 1809, m. Waterman Neft in 1836, and has
five children; Esther, b. 1813, m. Smith orter in 1811, and has
five children; Saily, b. 1816, d. 1841, unm. ; Elijah, b. 1819, m.
Martha Chappell, 1846, and has Charlie; Mary, George, and Fred-
erick ; Olive, b. 1821, m. Thomas Worllin, in 1843, and has five
children ; George B., b. 1823, resides in Norwich, Ct., m. Susan
Sherman in 1848, has cne daughter Susan. Iannah, b. 1825,
d. 1846, wmm. Jueod, b. 1827, m. Lucy DBaird in 1853, Iins a
family ; Laura, b. 1830, m. Johu Ferris about 1834, has a family.

24, MarviNn Fenrox lived in Mansfleld.  Ife m., first, Sally
Hibbard ; m., second, Uthelda Reed ; m., third, Roucna Reed ; ke d.
June, 1855. Children by first wife ; Avgusta E.,b. Jan, 19,1815, m.
W, C. Pettibone, merchant tailor, Ilartford, and has a family;
(Feorge Muroin, b, May 19, 1816, m. Sarah Overton, lives in Green-
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port, L. I., has one son; duriel Adaline, b. May 19, 1819, d. 1838,
aged 19, unm. 3 Frederick Mortimer, b, Jan. 23, 1822, resides in
California (or Nevada), unm. ; Mary Hibberd, b. Dec. 1, 1826, m.
Russell Perry, of Shelby, Orleans Co., N. Y.

25. Ricuarp F. Fexrtow, Esq.,, is an esteemed citizen of
Jamestown, Chautaunque Co., N. Y. e is the only surviving son
of the late Col. Nathaniel Fenton. Ile m., first, Sally Ann Tew,
September 1823 ; she d. July 1832 m., sccond, Mary Ann Law-
rence, a native of Jaflrey, N, II., Junc 1833. Dy first wife had
threc children, one son survives, Henry Nathaniel, b. April 13,
1832, m. Melvina A. Martin, no children ; by second wife had seven
children, two d. in infaney, five are now living : Lawrence Adums,
b. April 29, 1834 ; Horatio Reed, b. Feb. 9, 1832 ; Elliott Artemas,
b. Feb. 10, 1843, m. Helen E. Leslie in 1864. Names of daugh-
ters not given. ' :

26. Erwan A. Fextow was a mechanic. Removed in 1830 to
Delaware Co., Ohio, where he continued to reside until his death.
Ile m. Jerusha Babeock, daughter of Daniel, of Windham, March
29,1812, She d. February 1852, Ie d. July 1856, Their children
L. in Mansfeld were Jerushe Ruby, b, Sept. 21, 1813, m., Seth
Junes of YVoermont, Mareh 18, 1837, lnd o fiunily, vesides in Dela-
waure, Ohio s Julice uritle, b, Nov, 17, 1815, i, Saanuel Stiles For-
ainsy Foby 10 U836, Tas ehibdreen, and vesides a6 Franktown, Delas
ware Cony Olito 5 2k Wales, by in Windhan, Qet, 6, 1817, yesidos
in lown City, Towa,  Hoome Marey Jaoe Cathoun, of Litehficld Co,,
Conng, Oct, 4, 184K, their children s Florenting, by July 30, 1840
Rodolphas Colloun, he Sept. 27, 1852, d. 186:1; Lithbert, b, Dec.
17, 1557; Vernon Calhoun, b, dan, 8, 1861, d. 18G-L—all b. in
Berlin Township, Delaware Co., Ohio. Daniel B., b. in Wind-
homy, Qcte 18, 1819, m. tiesty Susan Hall, Sopt. 22, 1847, who
d. 1848 leaving a son, Daniel Waldo, b. Oct. 17, 1848 ; m. second,
Jane IIall, sister of his first wife, and are living in York Centdr,
Steuben Co., Ind.; Catherine P., m. Lambert Iall, has had
children, resides in Camden, IHillsdale Co., Mich.; Omin B., 1,
Sarah I1. Malogne; she d., leaving a son, he m. again, and has
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three children, lives in Williams Co., Ohio ; Pamelia B., m. James
TFerson, had children, she d. Nov.15, 1857 ; Laura 4., m. James
IFerson above, and has had three children.

27. Wi I. FenroN, Esq., is a respected resident of Jamestown,
and a magistrate of Chautauque Co., N. Y. He m. Iannah
Tracy, daughter of Elias, of Ilartland, Windham Co., Vt., April
17, 1817. They have had the following children: Caroline 3L, b.
May, 1818, m. ITumphrey Sherman, had five children, he d. Angust
1856, at Newton, Jasper Co., Jowa, where his widow is still living ;
Lirasmus D.,b. Aug. 8, 1819, m. Amanda Aiken, hud five children,
three living, resides in Austin, Minn. ; Elias J., b, April 2, 1821,
m. Mariette MeNitt, has live children, living in Janesville, Wis. ;
Laura, b. Oct. 4, 1824, d. Aug. 9, 1825; Laure A., b. May 7,
1826, unm. Harriet, b. Dec. 19, 1827, m. John I. ITqrvey, has
three children living in Newton, Iowa; Coloss, b. Jan. T4, 1829,
m. Sarah Dayton, three children living in Austin, Minn. ; Mariette,
b. Oct. 7, 1831, m. Charles L. Jefferds, had four children, three
living, resides at Jamestown, N. Y.; Dana B., b. July 26, 1834,
m. Mary L. ITunt, two children living in Jamestown, N. Y.;
Imery ., b, March 23, 1836, m. Eliza Myers, has one child
living, resides in Jamestown, N. Y.; Ewdy 1L, twin of Kmery
W, b March 28, 1836, unm,; Dolly, b Aug. 2, 1839, d, Aug, 7,
18125 Phylecta, b, duly L 184, do Aug, 238, 1842,

N Ruros Fenvrvon, ved ab flest n Wilthaggton, but spent his
latter yeurs fn Munsiteldy where ho o o was a combamnker and
furiior,  Ho was noted (o his younger yones for his muosieat abili-
ties, Ho m. Clavissn Dunhaun, daughter of Jonathan, and had six
children, two of whom d. quite young. Ile d. April 15, 1866,
"The following children are recorded in Mansficld records : Mulinda
<lugustine, o in Willington, Ang, 16, 1820, m. Moses Turner, of
Mansfickd 5 Rufus dustin, b. in Willington, Nov. 80, 1821, m,. lirst,
a White, m. second wife in Monson, Mass., d. about 1864, family lives
in Monson; Norman Dunlam, b. in Mansfield, Aug. 20, 1823, m.
first Sophronia ITolt, of Willington, mn. sccond, White, of Monson
where he now resides ; Amanza Melvine Fitzalan, L. in Mansfield,
m. a Taft, resides in Stafford, and has a family.
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29. Roperick FExTON was a highly respeyted citizen of Wil-
lington. Ile was a farmer, though lie worked at the comb business
in his younger days. Ile represented the town of Willington in
the legislature twice, was sclectman of the town a number of years,
and held various other local oftices. Ile d. on the farm where he
was b., and his death was much lamented by tliec whole commanity.
ITe m. first, Abiguil Allen, March 27, 1817; she d. Jan. 29, 1829;
he m., scecond, Sophronia Noble, April 25, 1830 ; he d. Oct. 6, 1851
aged G1. Children by first wife: .flbfg(iz'l AMariah,b. Jan. 16, 1818,
m, first, Jolm Brown, who was killed by the fall of a tree in 1837,
They had five children, onc of whom, Sherman, was killed in the
war. She now lives in Coventry. Roderick Oscur, b. Ang. 28,
1819, m.. Jane F. Rider, May 1, 1850, has two children, lives in
Monson, Mass.; Eleazer I, b. Jan. 3, 1822, d. Aug. 28, 1846,
aged 24 ; Henry 4., b. November 1824, d. Feb. 9, 1850, aged 26;
Emily 3., b.June 26, 1826, m. John C. Parsons, of Monson, May 14,
1846, had two children, d. May 10, 1857, aged 25; Julielta E., b.
Dec. 29, 1828, m. John C. Parsons, reside in Iowa, have children.
Children by scecond wife: Soplironin 4., b, Dee. 17,1831, d. Nov. 2,
1849, aged 18 ; Ire, b, July 22, 1833, m. twice, no children ; Francis
H., b. March 15, 1839, is m., lives in Monson, no children ; Osboin,
L. 1844, served in the late war, is married, lives in Monson, no
children.

30. Srtepnex Fexrton (incorrectly numbered 26) m. Roxa Fitel,
August 1802, settled in Broad Albin, Fulton Co., N. Y., where the
aged couple now reside. Their children were: Jfury, b. 1803, m,
Randolph Wells, and live in Broad Albin, N. Y., no issue;
‘Stephen F., b. 1805, m. and settled in New York State, & physician, d.
from accident in 1365 ; Roxatana, b. 1807, m. Isaac Howe, lives in
Poland, New Yorlk, has family ; Deborah m. Rev. Chapin, resides
in New York State, has family ; 4sa, 2 Methodist preacher, residing
in Broad Albin, hus fumily ; Fundee, lives with her purents, unm,
Isaue, a Methodist preacher in Johnstown, N. Y., has family ; Lu-
einda, m., and resides in Oneida Co., N. Y., has family,

31. Gronsr Wasmxaeron Fenron (incorrectly numbered 26),
was the son of Roswell Fenton, and was born in IHanover, N. H.,
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Dec. 20, 1783. Trom an obituary notice of him, prepared by
Judge E. T. Foote, of New Haven, and published in the Chautan-
que Democrat, soon after his decease, we condense the following
particulars of his history: In 1804 he left the paternal home at
Broad Albin, N. Y., where his father had settled, to seek his fortune
in the then western wilderncss. He travelled to Philadelphia, and
{rom thenee over the mountains to Pittsburg, then a small village,
and from thence down the Ohio River on an exploring tour as far
as Louisville, Ky.; and from thence returned to DPittsburg, and
commenced trading in goods and provisions, in a canoe, up the
Alleghany River and French Creek, which he followed in the sea-
son of navigation two or three years. In the winter of 18056, he
taught a school at Warren, Pa., the first ever taught in that place.
Some of his scholars were his senior in years, but had not enjoyed
equal privileges of an education. At Warren he became™acquainted
with the family of the late John Owen, of Carroll, then rccently
removed there; and onthe 2d of November, 1806, he married Miss
Elsie, the danghter of the said John Owen. She was born in
Lunenburg, N. Y., July 8, 1790. John Owen was a native} of
Windsor, Conn., and was a soldier of the ¢ Old French War,” and
of the war of the American Revolution, and drew a pension from
the United States. Ile was an early settler of Chautauque County,
about 1808, where he died, Teb. 26, 1843, aged 108 yeurs,

George W. Fenton and wife removed to their new log cabin, on
the south side of the outlet of Chautauque Lake, in the spring of
1807. At that time there were no settlers on the outlet, exeept the
late William Wilson and James Culbertson on the north side, near
him. No other settlers then in the ¢ Old twelve miles square of
Illicott,” save Edward Shilletto. Mr. Fenton cleared a small farm,
and erected another log cabin, although a part of the scason he
traded on the river as formerly. In 1809 he sold his farm to the
late John Arthur, of Lllicott, who removed into one of the log
houses on the farm, and resided there till his death.

"The late Roswell O. Fenton, of Carroll, the cldest child of G. W,
and Elsie Fenton, was born Sept. 6, 1807, while his parents resided
here, and was the first or one of the first white children born in the
old town of Ellicott. In the fall of 1809, George W. Ieuton
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selected for his future residence lot No. 52, first town, and tenth
range, on the cast shore of the Connewango. Early in 1810, he
erected his log house, and removed Lis family into it. Ie was
probably the first onc that took up a permanent residence on the
east side. of the Connewango, in the present town of Carroll.
' Perhaps,” says Judge Foote, * no man was better caleulated for
pioncer life than Mr. Fenton.” IIe was then a healthy, athletic,
industrious man, of sound judgment, and indomitable perseverance.
His wife was in all respects worthy of such a husband, and they
were prosperous in their arduous labors. Ile soon cleared up a
large farm, and raised excecllent crops, which sold readily at high
prices. Doth Mr. FFenton and wife were kind and obliging, and
liberally extended their hospitality to strangers looking for places
of settlement, and to settlers that had emigrated iuto the wilder-
ness.  Ie wag a prominent man in the old town of Ellicott. In
1815 he was clected Commissioner of Ilighways, and was subsc-
quently chosen to various oflices of trust in the town. Ile was
appointed Justice of the Peace. and a Licutenant of Infantry, but
declined both oflices. o seemad to have little ambition for oflicial
distinetion, stll he dischurged the duties of the ofllees he acceplod
withe striet fdelity and general satistietion Lo the people. 1o
annssed o g(zml property, aud raised wo fumily of  flve sons,
who all beemne prosperoons wind wealthy en, showing the resulls
of good Leaining,  Me, Feuton made an investment in merchn-
disey aud opened the (irst stoee in Freweshurg, althouglcbe contin-
fred (o peside o his fene Ahoud T84Sy he had awevere aliaek
of inthonntion off the vyesy from which ho beeming nearly bliad,
ad which compeiled him wholly to retire from business, mul from
mingling in public attiivs, but remained at home {u the bosom of his
Family, on bis furm, the remainder of his days.  Mr. Fenton enjoyed
pretty good health througlh life, except his blinduess, unlil a short
time Before v deathy, when he had an intliamation of the Tnngs,
terminating’ in quick consumption. e died on his farin where he had
resided half o century, March 3, 1860, aged 76 yecars, “ No
doubt,” says Judge Ifoote, *“he was vue of the most energetic and
useful of the early pioneers of Chautanque Co.”

Grorge W. Fexrox, as we have seen, m. Elsie Owen, daughter
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of John, Nov. 2, 1806 ; he d. March 3, 1860, aged 706 ; his widow
is still living in Chantauque County. Their children were : Roswell
0., b. Sept. G, 1807, d. in Chautanque Co., N. Y., leaving a
family ; Gesrge W., b. Febrouary 1812, married and resides with
family in Chautaugue Co., N. Y.; William Henry Ilarrison,
b. 1814, is married, has family and resides in Chaitanque Co.,
N. Y.; John Freeman, b. 1816, is married, has family, and also
resides in Chautanque Co., N. Y.; (36) Reuben Eaton, b. July
4, 1819, Governor of the State of New York.

32. Rosarax Fenrow, is now living in Essex, Co.,N. Y. Hem.
Susan Sturtevant, February 1825 ; she d., Feb. 14, 1833 ; m., first.
sccond, Elvira Snell, March, 1835.  Child by first wite : Francis, b,
May 13, 1832. Children by sceond wife : Susan, b. Dec. 23,1835
Laura, b, Feb. 2, 1838, m. Geo. Ilewett, Decembg' 1862 ; Mary
L., b. May 4, 1840, d. Sept. 17, 1842 ; Mary B., b. Aug. 30, 1843,
m. Stillman R, Cook, June 1863 ; Fuany K., b. May G, 1849;
Ciroline, b. June 4, 1852 ; Frederick, b. Sept. 29, 1857.

33, Cuauney Fenron, Tsg., is o lawyer, and resides at Crown
Pointy, N. Y. e o Mary Ann Perkins Jun. 13, 1829, and hay
childrens John (Nevelandy by April 8, 1830, gradusted ol Middle-
burg Colloge, 185, was mdmitted to the bar in New York City
P IR0, nd fwcn proaeticing atloeney thereo  Hoom, o ¢ Pees
Kingy dunghter o Jolin Ay g, off Windham Centor, Oct, g,
ERGS 3 Wiz Popleingy by Seply 2 TR, Major dolis Beydon,
Muy 29, 1863, wow Hying ot Crown Polnty Eocdly Jolowsan, Yy done
by 1841,

34, Honrack Fenron is by trade n blacksmith, and resides at
Manstleld Center. 1o m, first, Kmily Whitney, April U1, 18345 she
d. Ang. 2, 18305 m. second, Mary THuestis, Sept, 10, 1837 5 she d.
Teb, 24, 1803, awed 295 m, third, Caroline AL Hatly, Maveh 4, 1851,
Child by first wife: fwmily W, b, Aug. 19, 1885, m, F. I’. Reed,
Warren, Ohio.  Children by second wife : Murion, m. Rev. 1L R,
Hoisington, now residing in Warven, Ohio 5 fibenezer, (Liculenunt,)
b. July G, 1839, enlisted as a private in the First Connecticut Cavalry,
August 1862, was transferred to TFifth_Connecticut Voluntecers,
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:}nd promoted to a licutenancy in Company I, Twenticth Con-
necticut Volunteers, July 15, 1863, joined the Twelfth Army
Corps, which was consolidated with the Eleventh Army Corps and
transferred to the West, and participated in all the battles from
Nushville; Tenn., to Atlanta, was wounded at the battle of Peach-
tree Creck, July 20, 1864, and was honorably discharged Oct. 22,
1864 ; Charles, (Captain,) b. Ang. 27, 1840, enlisted in Company
D, Twenty-first Connecticut Volunteers, Aug. 7, 1862, at the
organization of the company was made First Sergeant, was pro-
moted to Seccond Lieutenant July 27, 1863, to Ifirst Lieutcnant
Nov. 13, 1864, to Captain, Company F, Jan. 10, 1865, served in
Army of Potomnse, was engaged in all the battles avound Richmond,
Petersburg, Snftolk and Fredericksburg, was on Gen. Stannard’s
Staff at the battle of Chapin’s farm, and was one of two that escaped
unwounded, served until the surrender of Gen. Lee, and was mus-
tered out with the -Regiment, July 7, 1865.

85. Isaac P. Fextox resides in Mansfield Centre, and is en-
gaged in merceantile business. Ile m. Sarah Campbell, June 28,
1834. Children: Helen E., b. Feb. 8, 18306, is now, and has been
for several years, a tcacher in the Providence Reform School;
Marcia €., b. Feb. 7, 1838, m. Wm. W. Lincoln, Jan. 24, 18064 ;
Sarah P, b, Aug. 10, 1810, m. A. M. Dougherty, of Newport,
R. L., Iate Quartermaster in the Eighth Counceticut Volunteers;
Olive M., b, Dec. 10, 1848 ; Franklin D., L. Jan. 10, 1846,

GOV, FENTON OF NEW YORK.

The following interesting personal sketeh of the popular and
excellent Goveruor of New York has been kindly furnished ns by
a gentleman conversant with his history and political career :—

36. Revpexy Earton FrxroN was born in the present town of
Carroll, Chantauque Co., N. Y., on the 4th day of July, 1819,—the
youngest of live children, 1lis parents were among the earliest
settlers on the territory known as the Ilolland Land Company, then
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comparatively an unscttled wilderness on the extreme Western
frontier. They had little beyond their daily wants, and their son
nothing to look forward to as a legacy, except the increased value
of the lands occupied by the family, which were gradually being
reclaimed. e had, therefore, to forego nearly all of the facilities of
carly” edueation, and exemption from daily and severe labor, which
were enjoyed in their youth by the majority of those now in public
life.

After fifteen years of the vicissitudes attendant upon the life of a
farmer’s son, his parents found themselves in a condition to place
him at what was then known as Cary’s Academy, afterwards incor-
porated Farmer's College, — an institution of moderate pretensions,
but of muchreal capacity, located at College 1Iill, six miles north
of Cincinnati, Ohio. It was probably here that from observation
and reflection Mr. Fenton conceived the commercial eugrprise that
in after years made him known and appreciated as one of the first
business men of his section. After a term of two years, he left
Cary’s Academy ; and, returning to his native county,he concluded
his edueation, in a single term, at the I'redonia Academy. Beyond
an occasional attendance at the district school, during the winter,
his three years at the two academics was all the time or oppor-
tunity afforded him in the pursuit of knowledge conferred by the
study of books and the inculcations of teachers. Whatever of
readiness, of capaeity, of polish of diction, nud purity of expres-
sion hie has developed in after life is due to an improvement of the
briel period of study allowed him in his youth, and the habits of
close application and careful observation which seem to be inherent
in his nature.

After leaving school, Mr. Fenton passed nearly two years as a
student in the law-office of the brothers Waite, in the village of
Jamestown. Il health compelled him to give up his studies.
Had he continued and completed his course, it is more than proba-
ble he would have been to-day one of the ablest jurists of the
State, and those who are familiar with his dominating traits of
character may well be pardoned, if they sometimes entertain and
express a regret, that fate took him from the pursuit of a profession
he was so well fitted to embellish, and so certain to ennoble.
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Quitting the study of the law in 1840, My, Fenton embarked in
the pursuits which laid the foundation of his fortune, and gave
him a business reputation for enterprise, integrity, and industry,
to which traits of character he is probably indebted for the un-
paralleled success which has marked his carcer in pablic afluirs.

Throughout the western range of this State, across the interven-
ing States of Pennsylvania and Ohio, down to the great streams
that empty into the Gulf, he was known as one of the prominent
dealers in lumber. Employing a great number of men, and with
these scattered at times over a large extent of territory, he yet
ever and steadily controlled, and personally superintended, every
branch and ahuost every detail of his business.  IHe was, as miay
well 'be believed, successful.  People — the unthinking and uuob-
servant — called him ¢ lucky ;” but those connected with him, and
those employed by him, knew that his success was due to unswery-
ing rectitude and untiving application.

Mur. Feuton’s first essay in politienl life was ag Supervisor of his
native town o’ Carroll.  Ile was clected to this oflice without soli-
citation on his part ; but, with a characteristic regard for the desires
of hLis fellow citizens, he waived any personal objections, and took
his seat in the County Board. Llight years in succession, he was
re-cleeted ; and for three years was President of the Board, although
his party was Turdly stroug enough to form what would be ealled a
respectable minorvity,  In 1849, he was nominated for the Assembly,
in the Kustern Distriet of Chautanque, by the Dewmoerats, Lhe
eanviss was exceedingty animated, but his suceess was not seeured,
The dominating power of the Whigs in the district was (oo strong
to be overcome, even by the personal popularity of the young
Demoerat, His opponent was eleeted hy the meagra majority ol
twenty-one in a poll that tor pumbers had never been equalled in
the distriet, and ailer a canvass of excceding inferest and spirit.

This approach to suceess, the vigor and personal devotion e had
displayed, turned the attention of his political friends t.ow:n'dser.
Irentou as an available candidate for Congress, amd he was aceord-
ingly nominated in 1850, 'This nomination was, however, declined ;
and Mr. Fenton gave his sgttention again to tho promotion of his
business, seemingly abandoning the field of politics. But the
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Democerats — in a large minority in the district —could not aflord
to let so much availability be wasted in commercial life. In 1852,
Mr. Fenton was again nominated for Congress, and this time the
pressure of political necessity, and the assurances of personal
friends, were too strong to be resisted.  The nomination was accep-
ted; and the work necessary to insure success undertaken at once,
and with that spirit of vigilance and skilled industry which marked
the man. IIis opponent was IHon. G. A. S. Crocker, and the polit-
ical majority in the district against the Democratic party was gen-
crally full three (3) thousand. But political fealty, party usage,
and party traditions were unavailing to withstand the appeal which
Mr. Fenton made to his constituents. When the sun went down
oun that day of the election, he was the chosen representative of the
people of his district. It need hardly be said that the joy of his
friends was only cqualled by the chagrin and mwrise of his op-
ponents.

My, Fenton’s advent at Washington was made at a time that
history has since marked as o erisis in the political carcer of the
Demwocratic party. It was followed by the introduction of the
Nebraska Bill, as a leading measure of the party and the President.
Upon this rock the Democratic party split; and, us might have
been expected, here Mr. IFenton came to the road which led him
from the party organization with which his whole life had been
identilied.  "Throughout the succceding struggle for freedom, he
was one of the foremost amnd most devoted of its champions,  ITis
wortlt was readily acknowledged by his collengues, who as readily
availed themselves of his experience and business eapaeity,  They
made him one ol the working members of the House, and relied
upon  his mq;inuity and uninterrupted attendunes o insure them
agninst defeat or surprise,  Oceupying n place on the Committes
on Commerce, he necessarily became charged with the performance
of burdensonme duties ol investigntion and. rescnrchy from which
the vast majority were exempt. But this labor brought its covre-
sponding reward in his prompl recognition as one to be trusted as
a legislator, and advanced as a party leader, in which positions he
was both appreciated and followed. .

Mr. Fenton declining to Le a candidate for re-nomination in



30

1854, the Democratic party presented the name of Mr. Angel, of
Cattarangus; and the Whigs Mr. Patterson, of Chautanque, both
proclaimed and recognized as auti-Nebraska moen, thus agreeing in
sentiment and action with the course pursued by Mr. Fenton.
‘T'wo days before the election, both these gentlemen declined, in the
face of certain defeat, and insisted upon Mr. Fentow’s aceepting a
nomination as the *“Yecople’s candidate,” in opposition to Mr,
Iidwards, the Know-Nothing candidate. It was with great reluc-
tance that he consented to this programme; for he could well see
that it was then too late to organize a new party, as it were, and
carry the election. But the appeal was so strong that he did not
feel at liberty to reject the entreaties of his friends. Forty-eight
hours after, the election was decided against him ~— not unexpected
— by a majority of more than sixteen hundred less than that given
for the Kuow-Nothing general ticket.

In 1830, Mr. Fenton wus again nominated for Congress by the
National Republicans, running against Mr. Edwards, his compet-
itor two years previous, and was trinmphantly clected. In 1858,
he was again nominated and clected ; again nominated and elected
in 1862, — each time by increased and increasing evidence ol popu-
larity, his majority ranging at times as high as 7,000. It is prob-
ably the only instance in which any district — politically organized
as was his —has so often returned a Representative.

Our Jimits will not permit us to examine in detail the Congres-
sional eareer of Mr. Fenton, As we said, he was known as a
“working ™ rather than a ¢ talking” member.  But there were times,
—when he deemed the oceasion demanded it, — when he showed
that he could speak, and spenk well. His efforts were always
marked for concise logic and clearness of expression, and he never
left a subject until he had fully developed his own views, and what
he believed to be the wishes of his constituents. A breadth of
mature thought and practical application characterized all he said.
This is well illustrated in the following extract from a speech made
in 18553, on a bill regulating immigration to this country : —

«I freely admit the existence of cvils growing out of the system of
tactics adopted or practised by both political partics in their relations to
our mdopled cilizend. Thelr prejudlees, ax nocluss, have too often been



31

appealed to, and their sufirages secured by means alike discreditable and
pernicious; and, so far as this order may correct this and other evils of the
old organizations, it has iy approval and co-operation. ‘The purity of our
clective firanchise depends on the influences that control its exercise, and
theretore, all appeals to the cupidity, ambition or prejudices of the electors
should be discountenaneed by every friend of our institutions. But surely
these good ends can be accomplished by open means, without infringing
upon the acknowledged rights of any of our citizens, ordoing violence tosen-
thnents which recoguize the brotherhood of man. The flrst general iden
that has attracted wy notice, said to be partially embraced in the designs
of this party, is a restriction upon emigration to this country from other
nations. That the emigrhtion hither of the paupers and criminals of
Lurope, giving to us the dregs of a population which the reformatory laws
and regulations of despotic governments have cast out even of their juris-
diction as unwholesome, should be prohibited, cannot, I apprehend, adinit
of a serious doubt. The Committee of which I have the honor of being a
member, have had this subject under consideration, and have reported a
bill carefully guarded, and of great stringency upon this subject, which, if
adopted, I confidently hope will remtedy to a considerable extent the
growing evil. On the other hand, that obstructions should be placed in
the way of the intelligent, industrious, sober and enterprising men who
seek a home in this proclaimed ¢ land of the free and home of the oppressed,
avith the hope ot bettering thelr coudition, I eannot believe will be toler-
wted, on due reflection, by any liberal mind., Let us inquire, Mr. Speaker,
if it would not be better, more in accordanee with the spirit and genius of
our institutions, that while we guard, so far as we may, against the evils I
have referred to, we should turm our attention with renewed interest to
CAmeriennlzing, i 1y be aflowed the use of the term, the foreign popus
Intion now mong us, and those who may hereafler come to our shores.
The foreign clement is already here, and its magnitude and importance will
be increased. Causes beyond our coutrol have long ago settled this ques-
tion. The manner in which these people are to be reccived and treated,
presents o grave and important question which we must meet. Will they
be likely to forget their early habits and impressions, to regard our country
and its laws with favor, and become the earnest promoters of its interests
in peace, and the defenders of its safcty in war, if we close our hearts and
our sympathics against them, and treat them as o proscribed and suspected
‘people? Will they not remain amonyg us, attens In sentiment and feeling
as well as in character and condition? Will not the unavoidable eftfect of
an intolerant and exclusive policy be to unite and combine the foreign pop-
ulation in a community of feeling und of interest, and place them beyond
the influence of the sentiments that il our own hosoms as American citi-
zens, prowd of otr country, and solleitous of its welfure?  In this condl-
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tion, would they not form in our social and politienl ceonomy an elelent
of weakness, if' not of danger?  These, 1L secins Lo ine, sir, e Interesting
inguiries, and demand the ]xmi(:sf investizntion and conscientious action of
cvery one who may he in a position to influcnce the direction of public
atlairs.  The experience-of the world may be safely consulted as n guoide
I this matter. The endless contests, inalmost every otlier country on
carth, between elasses and conditions, the oppressed and the free, the priv-
fleged and proscribed, furnish lessons of instruction and warning; they
serve as beacon lights to warn the thoughtless and indifferent of impending
danger.  Philanthropy ibstead of self-interest, wisdom and not passion,
should influence our reflections upon this subject; and, thus actuated, we
need not tear that we shall go very far astray. The intelligent judgment
of a great and noble people, in whose veins courses the best blood of races,
will settle the question in accordance with the rights of all the parties, the
dictates of enlightened civilization, the best interests of the country, and
the spirvit of the age. I have regarded the mission of this country with
somewhat different views than it swould seemn are cherished by the organiza-
tion of which I have been speaking., We have claimed for oursclves the
purpose ot civilizing, Christianizing, and clevating the human race. These
men are our brethren; for our common Fuather ¢ hath made of one blood all
nations of men to dwell on all the face of the carth.” TLet us, then, so far
as practicable, clevate, disinthrall and redeem those who are cast wmong
us, frowm the vices and errors of their years ina foreign lund, under govern-
ments and with people less just and less tuvored thanourown; and, recog-
nizing their common brotherhood, seek to give them a share in our common
glorious inheritanee,”

In the explanation of measures pending hefore the House, he way
excewdingly happy and nniversally suecesstul, During the Tast
four years of his Congressional life, Me, Fentow was nluiost cons
stantly in Washington, T'he wae wan tien illing every portion of
the Capiial with siek and wonuded solidiors, By natueal aillnily,
he scomed (o be attracted towwrds these maimed heroes, who were
giving theiv lives in defonee of' the politieal vighls of which ho
himsell had been so early and so stewdfist n champion. When-
ever an hour could he snatched from the engrossing dutics of leg-
islation, it was given to the sick in the hospitals,  Whenever o
want was to be supplied, his purse was known to be open, and the
calls were never made in vain,  1llis name was a household word
in the vast corridors of the hospitals in and around Washington,

and the troops of New York always felt, “and did not vainly
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feel,” that they might not only greet him as a brother, but rely
upon him ns a father. '

In 1864, while serving his fifth term in Congress, Mr, Fenton
was nominated by the Union Convention as the candidate of that
party for Governor. Ilis opponent was the then Governor Horatio
Seymour. After an animated canvass, he was clected by a major-
ity exceeding the average majority of his party. IHe was inaugu-
rated on the 1st day of January, 1865, and entered at once upon
the discharge of the duties of his office. He was a comparative
stranger to the working of the State Government, never having
been a State officer, and yet he grasped the Executive helm with
great steadiness and intelligence. The fidelity and purpose with
which he has kept the ship in its course are known and approved
by all, and it is little to say that few, if any of our Governors, have
been less censured and more commended. -

During all political conflicts, the fiercest and among the most
memorable in the history of the State; and the formation of new
organizutious which resulted in the association together of those
who had once been politically opposed *¢ the gain of enemies and the
Joss of [riends ” — his feelings were never so embittered as to pre-
vent polite interchanges of gentlemanly intercourse and regard
with the most bitter and virulent of his opponents.

It requires no aftectation on his part to thus deport himself: it
is the impulse of an open and frank disposition, and n natural
generosity of bearing; a consciousness of hiv own strength, and
thoe Justics of the enuse e esponses, and the veetitide of lis aets,
And, while he 18 nob averse to the honorable subjugation of hiy
enotadon or opponsnie, no one, porhngs, I8omore mngnanimons ad
generous fin hig telumphs,

Ax D enton's pollticnl 1o has Deon by fue tho most oventiul
and stirring, we have dwelt at greater length upon that portion of
his enrcer, But neither tho extensive business operations that
Lhave engaged his attention, nor the exciting political scencs
through which he has passed, have precluded him from devoting a
share of his time to the more quiet and peaceful avocation of liter-
ary and agricultural research.

The noble science of agriculture has engaged much of his time
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during the hours of relaxation from business, and those who have
heard or read his agricultural addresses — finished literary pro-
ductions — will not fail to perceive that this ennoblingart has
engrossed a due share of his attention and study. On the 6th of
November, 1866, MMr. Fenton was re-elected Governor of New
York by an increased majority.

Governor Fenton married Miss Elizabeth Scudder, and has
three children : Josephine, Jeannette, and Reuben Earle.



