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FENTON GENEALOGY. 

"P1mIIAPS the first mnn by the name of Fenton who ever visited 
the present territory of the United Stntes," suys Jmlge E. T. 
Foote, of N cw 1-fovrn, " was Captain Edward Fenton, of the British 
Navy, in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, who, under the 00mmaml 
of Sir l\fartin Frobisher, was a noted captain in an exploring expe­
dition which visited St. Augustine, Flo. in 1585." 

1. ROBERT FENTON, who is first heard of at Wq_burn, Muss., in 
1G88, was the common ancestor of the Connecticut F-entons. ·we 

can learn nothing in regnrd to his parentage, bit'thpluce, or nation­
ality. The records of ·w oburn shed no light on the subject; and 
we can find no tmce of him elsewhere, previous to his nppcnrnncc 
in that town. Neither can we find any early Fentons in New Eng­
land, except Robert ; and we are inclined to think all who bear the 

name in this conntry, except immigrants of a later period, urc dc­
sl'r11rlP<l from· him.* There is an ol<l trnditiou in one l.,rn11ch of 
the 1\-Iauslil•ld family, that ·Hobert Fculou was a 11nlin• of Wall's. 
But very little reliance, however, can be placed on ·sueh trntlitions, 
as we have fomHl in. the eomsc of our invcstigntions; though we 
think it not improbable that this Robert Fenton was born in Grcnt 

Britain, or that he was a \V clclunan. The records of Robert Fen­

ton, at ,volmrn, are very meagre. He remained in the town but~ 

tcw years, and it docs uot appear that he was a l'C':tl <'st.ate' owner 

there. In 1G87, he is not on the tax list in that town; hu't in 

• Peter l?enton w11s In C11ptul11 Lnd11'1 Compnuy, hi Colonel Deucdlct Arnohl'• Dcll\Ch• 
ment; nnd wno taken prisoner nt Quebec 011 the 31st ot December, 1775, ufter huvlng sutlcrcd 
everything but <lcnth In thut memornblo mnrch through the wilderu~s•, ut that inclement 
acaso·u oC Lho ycnr, "In tho f11co of coutluunl tlnugcrs nncl obstnclce, th1·011gh pathl<•sa rorc;ite, 
over aswollon and rnpid rivl.•re, auttCrlng from cold nud hunger, 1\ntl wuut of tht! UCC<'ijtmrh•t1 

of llfo." As the section where tho Connecticut Fenton• lived furnl•hctl recruits for ,\r• 
11ohl'• eicpctlltlon, it Is probable \hut Peter ],'enton wn• a tlesecu<lnnt of Hobcl't, though wo 
havu no records to v1·ovu It. 
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Ang-ust, 1G88, he is taxed 2s. GlL, -perhaps a personal tax. IIe 
wns also a tax-pnycl', in ,volmrn, in ·1G88, 1G8U, lGDO, aml lGDl; 
hnt the nmonnts we lt:wc not. Tltc early Chmch records of "\Vo­

lmrn urn lost. At precisely what time Robert Fenton came to 
"rindhnm, we hnYc not been nble to a,.;ccrlai1i. Between l\fay 30, 
1GU3, nnd Apl'il lD, lGD,1, he was received as a.u inhabitant of the 

town, the exact llate not being given. Ile evidently loeate<l in 
what wns then eallell t.he "north end" of the town, being that part 
of Ancient ,vincllmm which became )fansfiekl,• where he was 

li,·ing in 1GD4. December, 1GD4, Robert Fenton was a.ppointcd, 
with Joshna Ripley, the first town-clerk and magistrate of "\Vind­
hum, to ln.y out the lots on the west sillc of the river, that belonged 

to ""illim:rntie. At tltc same meeting he was chosen "Fence 
Yiewel'," for the no!'th end of the town, - an ofliec sometimes helcl 

by the wealthiest planters; at one time by Cates, the first settler . 
.At another time he was appointed, with Mr. Ripley, to oversee 
those who were selected to lay ont snndry lots. He, however, took 
lHII, little pnri in town affairs. Rob,rt Fenton lmilt the first bridge 
11ero.➔.➔ !111~ N:r.ld11111g- l{iver, il\'Conli11g- t.o tlw li1llowi11~ rPcord: -

",f111w 1:1. 11:11,·,. !(11l11•1•f. lli·11to11 lnl{ll:C<'tl to llin 'l'ow111• t.o l111ltl ,'<:, 111111m IL 

1<11lll1•i"11I l11'id1t ,,, . .,,. I Iii' Nol 1•'101-[t' litll,4, 11111 nlilt• l'ol' 1111111 111111 ltot'H to f'IIMH 

with 11 1, .. 1,., 11,,, hrttln•• 111 1111 11111,I" li,1· 1111• flr,11. of' f>doht•I' 111•xL; tho Htl 

ll't•11l1111 ,,,~., l11g11,~1•d lo 11111!11111111 11111 l11·ld1{1' lhl't'II ,\'t'llt'M," 

l•'ol' 111111 Ill• l\'11!-I lo lt11\'t1 11 11
0111' p111111tlr-1 l11 11111111',\'," \\'11 J11tlK'' 

1'1·11111 lid", fli11I. 1!1• ll'IIH 11. 1111•1·lr1111l1 1
; pl'Oli:dily a Pt1l't11•11ll•1•. llolt•'l'L 

l-'1•11!011 l1111q_\lil 111' ,l111111•M l 1:Id1·1'1d11, 111' N11l'll'l1•h, t.111• ,u,1•111111 Inf, 111' 
1,000 :wn•~, lying- al. llw "l'onds," S1•pt. I 1;, I li!IH, 'l'lw "lr1111111 

lots" of' !.lll'~ll I ,IJOO 111•1'1• rig-hfH, i111n whh•h t.Jm town Wlti; 1lividcrl, 

• ln 1071\1 11o~hun, tho Ni:u11.tc Hnr:hcm, Hoh of trn,~nH, tho fnmona l[ohegnn cl1lcf, ,:nvo by 
will In.rye tract11 ut' 1aml L•nist. of Cu1111cctll!llt. rlv,:r lv Nc\'cral 1u•umh1tmt gc11th!mc•11, who 
were called ",Jo:,;hun'd ll•gatl•t!l!S,'' 'J'ho tt·act, which after ltd sottlcnumt was callo<l. \Vhu,l .. 
ham, waM glv(•n to :;ixteun men, m<nttly rc~i<lcnts of ~orwich. It embraced most of tho 
kniwry Jurlttch.•d ht lhu pn•P1c11t towntt of \Vin1lhnm, hfanMflcl(l, linmpton, Chaplin, nncl 
l:;cotlau<l. .. It wait !ale.I out for t1cLUc111cnt In .Muy 1,.su, nt th1·co plnccH,- \Vlrnlham Ct!llkr, 
M:.mslicld Center (then called" North l~11d," or the" Pondd)," :ind ,vu111uuntlc. ,v111dl11un 
1.wgan to !Jo •cttle<i in 1689; :ll:u1•licl<i •oon nftcr 1600; and Willimnntic some yc11r• lnter, 
,vi11,lham was divi,letl, and ;\fa11,ticl<l set olf a• u town, Oct. ~o, 1703. The Indian desig• 
nalion of ~Ian1dlcld was .. Yanbetetuck. 
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wcro gonomlly twonty rodA o_n the front. This lot wns near what 
is now known as the II Town Poud," nt :Mansfield Center. 

Dec. 28, 1702, Robert Fcnton's property was prizctl ns fol­
lows : The housing, home lot, with apple trees antl foncrs 
thcrcnpon, forty pounds in money; the first diYisio11 of' laml, six 
poumls in money; the pasture lot, four 1ioumls in money ; the ten 
acre lot, with the eight acres nml a half' of meadow and the fence 
thereupon, twenty-Jive pounds in money; the hu11tlrctl acre lot, ten 
ponwls in money; all(l all the l:tnd, yet to he layetl out, hclonging 
to a thousand acre right, ten pounds in money. The whole 
amounted to ninety-five pounds. 

Robert Fenton was one of the patentees of the town of l\fons­
ficltl, wliich was set off from ,vindhmn, and made n. town, Oct. 
20, 1703. His name appears sixth on the list. Uc was called 
one of the proprietors of l\fonslleld, in 1707; am~as living tlierc 
in 1712, when he sold ln.ucl to different persons. Between the 
lntter date and 1730, he probaLly left l\fonsfielcl, - as bis name is 
not on the list of freemen, made ont in the latter year; and settled 
in the then new town of \Villi11gto11, where, says the late Hev. 
l\l'us1is C. \V<'ld1, i11 his CP11L11r,y .Surnwn, he diet! tLt the l1011se or 
hiH Holl, 11,I, au 11tl\'u.111:1•tl tJ;.?;t'. 

'l'lm 111111111 111' H.11111•1•( 1•'1•11(011 dol'H 110(, ll[l[>t'III' IIH n 1111•111hl't' 111 
l'il.lu•r U11: Wi11dh11111 or 1\111111-<llt•ld Cl1111·1•l1; ltul. 1>111·01.h,1·, 111>-1 wil',•, 

g1•111•1·11ll,v wl'illl'lt "l>orl'IH,\'" 111 1h11 n•Pttl'dM, ll'lltt 11 1111•111111•1· 111' 

110(.h, Wn (.hi111i II, p1·oh1d1lt, sho ll'IIH 1111 ol'lJ,),'it111( 1111•111111•1' 111' 11111 

W l11dli11.111 ( 'l11m•h (.11111 1•111'1,1· 1•1•1 1111•1!-t 11r11 1{"111 1 ), l'rt,111 11 liklt """ 

WIIH l1'IIIIHl'Pt'l'l'd lo 1111• Ho11ll1 1\111111,lh•ld Cl111t·l'li, 1111 It., ol'1"1111i1.11I lu11 

111 171 o, '1'1111 dnl1• 111' !111 1 tl1•11ll1111' 1111!11•1•1, l•\•1111111 1111,t ltiH ,,·iii•, 1111d 

llll'il' lll!;l'H al, t.hn U11m, h:L\'11 11111, 111•1 111 11 .. •w1 11•t11i111'd, 'l'li1• 1·1·1·,11·,ls 111' 

ll()iLht•1• J\l11m11id1l 1101' \Villi11µ;to11 g-h•p u.11y i11fi,r11111lio11 1111 1h11 
subject; and 110 stunel-1 havo l,1:ctt 1'01111,t to 11mrk lhl'il' 111.-d, ,.,.,., i11~ 

place. The nLove citm\ tcsti111ony of l\fr. W clch is all the posi­
tive i11L"or11mtiou that we have 011 Uw snl,ject. 

\Vith regard to the character and position of Hobert Fenton, 
tlwt·e is not, mnch in the reeords on which to hll.Sc nn opinion. 
Still, tllere is sutlicicnt to indicntc that he cujoyctl the contitlencc 
and respect of the early settlers of the town. l\Iost of tlle planters 
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were in modcmte circumstances. They generally owned 1,000 
acres of laud each, for wh:ch they paid about ten pounds. As 
settlers incrca,;cd, and t.he origiilnl proprietors were enabled to sell 

their surplus land, which r:ipiLlly increased in value, their means 
inercasc<l, aml some of them became quite wealthy. 

l'erliaps a word 1111ty 1,e :•mi,1 f1ern iu reganl to the rlesccuclnnts of 

Rohcrt Fcntou, particul:11'1,Y those families that n\maiue<l in Ma11s­
field and ·wmington. They have "occupied the mi<l<lle wulks of 
life, being mostly farmers and mechanics ; and, ns a general thing, 
having gcncr:tlly ucitlier riches nor poverty.'' '\Ve have found, in 
om· gencalogicnl invcstigntions, each family cliarnctcrized by some 
peculiar traits, which, to a greater or less degree, extended through 
all the generations of such family. The Fentons arc no exception 
to this rnlc.. Some of their traits have been mechanical ingenuity, 
8kill in music, courage and patl'iotisrn, good sense and especially 
a pleasant, genial disposition. Their kind11css and cor<linlity as 

friends aml neighbors, and their good humor, have been pro­
verbial. 

RonERT FENTo::-., by wife Dorothy, had the following children: 
Rouel'f, b. at 1Voburn, Oct. G, 1G88, of whom we have no further 
ll('('()llllt j (2) Ft111tcis, ]J. at 1Voulll'll, July 22, 1G90 j (3) Samuel, 
tlw plac·u a11d d:tll' of hi,; l1i1·th 11ot fi,n111l, hut. in tlw ?ilam,lidd 
rcco1•ds he i,; (':t\11•tl t lw l"OII of Hobert :uul Dol'Othy Fc11tou. Thu 
followiu~ nrc rcconled in 1Yillllha111 nml Ma118lield: lll'itlyet, h. 
Aug:. 1-l, Hi!li'.J; (,l-) Jw:uu, L' • .April ;i, l<i98; Dorilty (Dorothy), b. 

Sept. :4, 1700, m. Samuel Slnftcr, aml hml a family; A1111e, h. July 7, 
170:3, m. ,John Rigbc; Yiolata, b. Aug. 20, 170G, m. ,Tobu Harris, 
Dec. 7, 1730, aucl had children; ( ;j) Ebenezer, b. Aug. 2V, 1710; 
.Abigail, twin of Ehcnczc>r, b. Ang. 29, 1710. An Abigail Fenton 
m; Abrnh:1111 Snow; of Lcbauon, in 1740; al1(l had chiltlrcn,­

perhnps, this one, 

2. F1uxc1s FENTON, the second son of Robert the first, was ono 
of the earliest settlers onVillington. He located in the south part of 
the luw11, his ho11H•st.c:11l bPi11g about three-fourths of :t mile north 
from l\Ianslieltl " Four Cor11crs.'' llis son, Fr:rncis, J 1·., Ii vc,l 011 tho 
same farm. The cellar plucc, where Francis Fenton, Sen., built 



his house, may still be seen, though the dwelling has long since 
disappeared. 

F1tANc1s FENTON, Sen., is known by trndition as the "Money 
Maker." Very little, however, is known of his history, except from 
tradition; but that is so direct that it is entitled to rnthcr more 
credit than traditions generally ure, According to the best infor­
mation obtained from this source, gathered from various individuals, 
Fra11ci1,1 Fenton, Seu., was tL very i,;l11·<!Wtl urnu, and poi,;sesstill re­
markable meehunicul ingenuity. That he made sil vet· money ( one 
account says copper, too), and passed it, is umloubtedly true. 
Being suspected of counterfeiting coin, an ofilcer was sent to ar­
rest him. Getting notice of it, he gave the olllcer the slip, and 
made for the 1-iYer, which was not fat· frnm his resitlcnce. Ile was 
pursued, and, finding he was likely to be captured, cut a long, hol­
low trumpet-weed, and when the officer approache(!, went into the 
water, and lying flat on his back at the bottom oftite river, held 
the hollow weed firmly in his mouth, thrnugh which he breathed; 
and thus, not being discovered by the ollicer, escaped arrest. The 
river, at which this incident took place, is a smnll mill stream, 
which rises in the northeast corner of"\Villington, or the south part of 
Union, runs southerly through the eastern part of the town, enters 
l\IansCTckl, and soon after passes into the Mount Hope River, which 
latter empties into the N atchaug. 

From the a!Jo\'e eit·c11mst1uwt>, m~co1·1li11g to gt!lll't'al triulition in 
tlrnt; locitlity, tho stl'en.m took the na111c, ot" Fenton River, which it 
still l)pm•s. 011 this. rivC'r, in "Willington, are the silk mills at Dale­
ville; and, in l\fonsfiekl, the silk factot·ies at Gurleyville, aml that at 
Chatt'ee's. Although l\Ir. Fenton escaped for the time, he was 
afterwards arrested, aml brought to trial. It was found that he lrntl 
made Vet')' perfect imit:itions of Spanish milled dollars, which, Oil 

being tested, proved to be pure silver. As there was no law 
ngainst counterfeiting foreign coin, he was acquitte1l. It is said 
that he was unable to read; but his faculty for imitating was such, 
that he reproduced every letter and figure exactly, and the coins 
that he made wet·e almost perfect copies of the original. 'With only 
the imperfect tools that he could then obtain, it is something of a 
wollllet· how ho was 0t111l~letl to make eoiu so pcrlb·tly. It has :tlso 
been n. womfor where he obtained ltis silver, am1 fal.111lou,1 storie,1 
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hitvc been tolt1 respecting deposits of the precious ore iu the l1illH 
near wl1crc he Ii ,·eel. Dnt, ns the country is not 11 silver-bearing 
region, they probably have no foundation in truth. 

Onr own impression is, that Francis Fenton "made money" 
more to gratify his ruechnnicn.l ingenuity and curiosity than for 

anything ch,e; that ho tlicl not go into the business very exten­
sively; :.rntl tlint lie probably picked up old silver with which to 
try his experiments. His descendants in Willington, where this 
br:meh of the Feutons liwcl, have been very rcspoctnble people; 
and no cli!>credit seems ever to h:tve attached to them because tlwit· 

ancestor tried experiments in "making money." 
The maniagc of Francis Fenton we have not been able to fim1. 

It is uot on record, either in l\fonsfiekl or Willington. 
Ile cl. Jan. :?5, 1781, in the ninety-first year of his age. Ann, 

his widow, d. July 1, 1785. The children of Francis and Ann Fen­
ton, rceu1·tled in ·willington, were: (Ii) Fmucis, b. l\rarch lG, 1718, 
bl'i11g 1ht> fil'sL wliito <·llil1l born in Willi11gton; (7) Nathaniel, b. 

April 10, 17:W; ..tl11n, J,. Oct. 2, J 7::!:J; J/,u·y, Li. Jnu. 2U, 17::!5, tl. 
Nov. 18, 17-l0; J,JliJub,'.t!i, u. Fl\\,. 21, 17::!(i-7; ~ttu·uail, b. Aug. 27, 

17::!H; Hlt>1r.z,·1·, !,. S1•pl. fi, 17!)2, j>l'Obabl_y livrnl i11 Williugto11, llllt 
we lmYP 110 11t·L·o1111[.; (·") Hl(iuf,, Ii. FPII. fi, 17:l;i-li. 

:1, S.1.,1111.:1, l•'i-:NroN lirHI, Htot.111-d i11 ~J,111,.IIPld, hut, Hoon nllPI' 
1·1•11111v1·d to Willi111,!l1Jn, wl11•l'I' 111• 1111d 1L 11111111•rot1H liuuily wliidt wo 

111'0 1111111111, r11lly ti, lr:1111•. llis !Intl, 1111u·1·i11~1J, iu1cl llrHt llll'<m d1il• 
dre11, aru J'l'<·ord1•1l in MnnHIIeltl. 

8.1A1LEI, F1-:1-;Tox 111. Call111rit1u W:1rri11, l-lPpt. 7, 1720; 111, Hecon<l, 

Experience Ingalls, Sept. ,1, 17,'H. C!til<lrc11: (!J) Samuel I.,, July 17, 

1722; R0l,crt, b. ::\larch 31, 172,!; .tl.sa, b. April 22, 172G, tl. Jun. 
:W, 17-lfi,-7; Cut!t1ll'i1te, b. Jan. 21, 1_728, d. July 11, 1753; John, b. 
Aug. 1:J, 17~10; Hbrne,?t!J', lJ. April 10, l 7:12, d. Aug. O, 1740; Su­
samwh, I.J, April 10, 1734; Jo1:Jeph, b. l\farch 1, 173G; Be11jct11dn, 
h. Apl'il 27, 17:38 ; .1llJ1'jtth, h .• J unc 15, l 7'10; Pmnci.~, b. Sept. 25, 
1742. Chilt1rcu !Jy seconcl wife: :Nathan, b. July 17, 1758; Joseph, 

b. Feb. 28, 17G0. 

,L JAcou F1rnToN, fourth son of Robert the settler, located in 

?ifansficlc1, where he epcnt the early purt of his life. Uc united 
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wi(h the l\Iunsficld Church, Sept. 10, 1732. He was one of the 
first sottlers of N ol'wieh, Vt., with Ebenezer Smith and Samuel 
81::tfter, also from l\fansficld. "\Ve have not been able to learn 
anything further of a definite cliuructer in regard to him. He m. 
l\Iary Pierce, daughter of Nathaniel, of Enfield, Dec. 10, 1730. 
His death is recorded in :Mansfield records as follows : -

" l\fr. Jacob Fenton died at Norwich, N. II., ,July 15, 17G3." 
His will is dated l\farch 17, 1758; and admitted to probate in 
,viudlrnm Probate Court, Aug. 13, 17G3. In it, he names his wife 
l\fa1-y, and only su1·viving son, Joseph. He speaks of his son 
Jacob, deceased, and of Hoswcll ns the only son of his son Jacob. 
Ile Imel no dnughtm·s. His inventory amounted to £35G 14s. Gd. 

The children of Jacob and l\fary Fenton, recorded in l\fonsficld, 
were: (10) Jacob, b. Dec. 1, 1731; Rube1·t, 1st, b. Nov. 30, 1732; 
d. December 17, 1732 ; Natltaniel, lJ. Feb. 15, '~4-5, d. Sept. 8, 
1755; 8ltubael, b. July 12, 1737, cl. before 1758; Joseph, b. June 
21, 173!J, m. Abigail Wright, Oct. 31, 17.'.i8, and h:ul JJl'idyet, b. 
l\ford1 U, 17u!J, when his record dis11ppc11rs from 1H1111:sllcld; Rub­
el't 2cl, b. Sept. 2G, 1 Ul, d. Dec. 3, 1 Ul ; Blijult, b. Sept. 27, 1 H3, 
ti. young. ,,; , '-i '. 

1 -:\ IA).1.1)J ~ ... v· \ ; . ' 
/, 

r,. I1:mrn1,:z1m Jt'1,:NT0N, t.lw y1)111ig-01-1t Hon of Hohp1•t tho flrHL set-, 
1.hir, Ill. li1·1-1t., J\ld1il,11hll\ 'l'11Uli\ d1111glil,1•1· or ,Jo11:1Um11, F,•li. 11, 17-10-

·1 I; 111, 1-wrn111ll, Lydia Co111111l,, 1•ld1•HL d1111µ;hl1,rol' i\l11l11dil, Alig', ~!i, 
171i:!, Cliildrn11 hy llr1-1t, wi Ii,: ( 11) ,/,11111//111;1, h, May 17, 17·11 ; 

(li} 1.!.,'bMezei·,h. Apl'il 15, 17,l:I; 8rtrrth,h. l•'eh. Iii, 17-H-ii; 
Nat!wn, b. lt'eh. !J, J 7-IG-7; (la) Solo1non, h. ,J1111c 2:l, 17-W ; 

J,ycUrt, b. l\foy :rn, l 7ii:J, m. Jucoh BmTow:,1; ( I.I) JJ:lijn!t, b. Aug. 
8, 1754. Chikkcn by second wffc: (lfi) Natlutn-iel, b. March 2G, 17G,1; 
(IG)·Jucob, b. Nov. 5, 17G5 i Meltltlible, b. Jnn.18, 17G7; Abigail, h. 

Feb. 2, 17G!J; Rube1·t, b. l\fay 2'1, 1771, cl. June l!J, 177G; Justin or 
Justus, IJ, 8cpt. 14, 177:l, d. iu Ohio some yem·s siucc; ~lfttlaclti, L,. 

April 9, 1776, d. in Otsego Co., N. Y., left quite a. largo family; 
Rubert 2d, b. Oct. 11, 1780, lived in Green, Chenango Uo., N. Y. 

6. FnANCrs Ft~NTON, Jr., of ,vmington, m., first, Elizabeth Holt, 
June 10, 1746; m., second, Anna Newcomb, of "\Viuuham, Oct. 31, 
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1754. Children by first wife: . .J.1Iary, b. April 13, 1748; Francis, 
h. Fch. 13, 17:i0-iil. Chihlren hy secoll(l wifo: Ben·y (perhaps 
Ilcujau1in) b. Jan. 1, 17b8, 1'lwuws, b. Feb. 3, l 7G•i. 

7, NATHANIEL FBXTON, the second son of Francis Fcuton, Sen., 
lived in Willington. Of his history we lcnm no particulars. He 

111., 1irst, l\fnry Tihlcn, Oct. 23, 174.G; she d. June 2:!, 1748; m. 
second, Rebcckah Chamberlain, Feb. 8, 1749-50. He d. Sept. 23, 
1758. Children by first wife: :Natlumiel, b. Feb. 2G, 1747-8,cl. 
l\fay 25, 1748. Children by second wife: Rebeckalt, b. July 28, 
l 75l, m. a Knowlton, of Ashford; Nathaniel, b. April 29, 1753, 
settled in Ilclchertown, l\Iass., had family. One son, Ira, was a 
famous musician, says an informant ; ( 1 7) Eleazer, b. April 11, 
1755; Erastus, b. Jan. 17, 1757, cl. about 1772, aged 15 years. 

8. ELIJAH FE:STON, son of Francis, Sen., lived in Willington. 
Hem. Lois Hovey, daughter of John, of l\Iansfield, June 4, 17Gl. 
Ile d. Oct. 10, 177G. Children, (18) Elijah, b. l\farcil 9, 17G2; (19) 
John, b. J nly 8, 17G3 ; Lois, b. Oct. 4, 1764; Roger, b. l\fay 2, 17GG, 
m. Sar:th H:rnks, Apl'il 10, 17!H, and had Frederick, b. Feb. 3, 
1792; Asltbel, b. Nov. 17, 1771. 

9-. S.ulUE!, F1-:x-roN, Jr., lived in "\Villiugtou. Ifo m. Lydia Lee, 
Dec. 15, 17,lG; he d. Jnne 2!J, 17!)5; shed. July 22, 1810. Chil­
tlren: .Asa, 1..,, ,Jan. 10, 17,17-8, had n family, ~md he or some ot' hi!i 
<lescend:mts livctl in Stafford. Ambmse, b. Dec. 2, 174!), d. l\fay 

30, 1753; Allunijalt, b. June!), 1754; Amcwiah, b. Dec. 11, 175G, 
d. June 10, 1774; Solomon, b. Nov. G, 1758, m. a Parker, had 

three chiklrcn, lived in Willington; Pamelta, b. July 7, 17G2; 

L1;cinn, ll. Jnly 3, l 7G4; Lycl(a, b. ,Tan. 28, 17G9; 'l'hirsa, b. Dec. 
2G, 1771. 

Ll:KE FENTON, said to have been a son of Asa who was son of 
Samuel, Jr., above (No. 9), wns b. Dec. 30, 17G8, rn. Chloe Preston, 
Sept. 10, 178!), She was b. Sept. 10, 1777. They removed to 
Cvri11th, N. Y., nft.cr 1801, where he died. Chihlrcn b. in Williug-
1.t•II (}ltl(le, It. Feb •. 17, l 78U; Ul'l'ht, 11. April IU, 17U l; Luke, ,h·., 
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b. Aug. 23, 1792, m. Anna Church, he cl., widow and two children, 
Henry and Mary June, both m., still living; Wealthy, b. Jan. 3, 
179i'>, m. Ezrn Hoartlumu, Dec. 15, 18) l, lmii u <laughtm· livi11g, m.; 
Ot1·ln 2d, b. April 23, 17D7; Eunice, b. Ang. 22, 179!); Darius, 
b. Oct. 20, 1801, m. Snrnh Eggle:ston, Nov. 2!J, 182G, has five cltil­
<kenliving,-the sous arc named Theodore, Theollocious aml Curtis. 
Children b. in Corinth: Ly11um, b. March 3, 1801; Lewis, b. Jan. 
15, 1806; Lodisa, b. March 20, 1809, m. :i. man named Augcl, has 
:i. daughter living; Ho1·ace, b. March 12, 1812, m. Cnroline Ham­
mond, and hn.s a daughter living; .Abnfra, b. March 27, 1818. Da­
rius and "\Vealthy are the only members of tllc above family that are 
living. 

ELEAZER FENTON, 3d, of what family we llave not ascertained, 
but pe1-h!1ps son of Asa, m. Matilda Holt, Aug. 4, 1791. Sile d. 
May 1, 1797; he d. Feb. G, 1799. 

10. JACOB FENTON, son of the first Jacob, lived in :M:msfiel<l. 
He m. Rebecca Cross, daughter of ·wade, Jan. 31, 17,H; he d. 
June 25, 1756. Children, (-20) Roswell, b. June 9, 1755; .,_lfai·y, b. 
Feb. 13, 1757. 

11. J ONATilAN Fi,;NTON was in the war of the Revolution. He 
enlisted in Captain John Shumway's company, April a, 1779, fo1· 
two years. Ile lived iu l\lnnsllcltl ut Um time; but., its we liml 110 

acco1111t ot' hhi dm;ceml:mts in tlrn~ town, perhaps he removed. lle 
m. ?lfory Cm•y, widow of D1iniel, July 11, l 7G2. Chihlrcn: Ga­
maliel, b. Jan, 13, 17u4, enlisted in the First Regiment, and served in 
the latter P?-rt of the wm· of the Revolution. Jonathan, b. July 
18, _ 1766; .1lfo1·y, b. March 10, 17G9; Richm·d lVebbei-, b. Sept. •l, 
1771; Phebe, twin of Richard W., b. Sept. ,1, 1771; Bdclyet, b. 
Noy. 12, 1773. 

1 i.R111o:N1°:z1m FENTON, Jr., lh·cd in the northcu:;;terly part of the 
town of Manslield, about hnlf 11, mile sontll oi' the olil .1\folhutlist 

meeting-house. Ile served in the Revolutionary wn.1·, in the First 
Regiment, for a time. Ile wns prol.Jnbly the moi;t ingenious rnc­
chauic eYcr bom in Mansfield. ·w c do not find that he learned 
n11y lmifo, nntl hi:; oppo-rt1111it.imi ti,r l'1h1{,nt.io11, or 1li:-1pln.yi11~ hiH 



12 

gcnins, were very limited. He m:ule snrgical im,1 rnmc11t.H of IL 

snpl'rior kill(l, ell•ctric 111:tcltincs; and, 1111rti<le<l hy science, mndc a 

telescope, spy-glass nud micro8coµe. Ilis ingenuity was so re­
markable that it became a common s:iyiug, that he could " make 
anything." He m. first, Snrah Dunhmu. daughter of Ebenezer, 
Dec; 25, 17GG; m. second, Rebcckah ,Johnson. Children by lirst 
wife: Eunice b. July 29, 17G7; Betltiah, b. Nov. 5, 17G8, cl. Aug. 2, 
17G!J; .Alice u. Oel. 20, 1770, m. ,Jonathan Storrs; (21) .tlzel, b. 
Mareh 21, 1772; Olhw sccou(l, d. in the State of'NewYork; (22) 
Bllslta; .. lctmn, m. a ,Yestlin, in ,vindsor, moved to Lewis Co., 
N. Y., where he was a former, and where he d. some ten or twelve 
years since.' He wns a very strong man. On·in married in ,vincl­
sor, moved to Tnrin, Lewis Co., N. Y., had family; llorace mar­
ried, and removed to the State of New York. 

13. Iarnt:T. Sor.mroN FEXTON lived in l\Iansfielcl. He served 
seven years in the war of the TI.evolution, and wn.s first lieutenant 
in a company in the Second Regiment in 1770. He was also n. very 
i11ge11ious uwd1:tnic, and spent :t part of his time, while in the ser­
viee in 1•ppniri11g· nr111s. An ollicer ut one ti111e broke the hilt ol' 
his ,;1rol'<l, urn{ Mr. Fl•11to11, i-<•<•i11g- it, told him he thought he could 
111P11d i/. l lo did 1-10 in 11111 111111-1(. pnl'li•d, 1111t111H'I', and l'm111 t.li:1J 
li111< 1 li11 11·1111 l11•pl "llfltl",\'l'd i11 r,•p11iri11µ; 111·1111-1, whit•h h11 did wil.11 
~,.11•11(. ,d.ill. Ill' 111, 1-,iltlwl S111111·, 1\11p;, l!I, l'/7:!, 1111 ii, 111 1'111•• 

"""W' .( 1
1J111ily, N, Y. lloll, hi;i 141111,~ HI'(! d(•lld. Chll,h·l1 II: .N,tf/1e111, 

"· ,1111111 ::11, Ina I Jl',11,/ii,,,,11111, 11, 1\1111, 1(1 It, 17711, 

1,1, 1':1.1.1.\11 FENTON lin•d i11 ~l11111-1fh•ld, 1111 111. H11liy A11d1•1w111, 

Xov. :i::!, 177-i; he d. April 171 17!J0. Children: At1.fJ1t11ta, h. 
No\', 10, 177{i, lll. Da11il'! H11nd, or .Ashlcml, :111(1 hml Augusta, 1,, 

17!J!J, who cl. 1848, m1m.; Dm1icl llurdiue, b. 1801, m • .Amnudn. 
K11owlton, or .Ashford, has twelve children, formerly lived in 
Willimantic, now resides iu ~fanstielcl; Flcmlu, I,. 1802, is the 
widow of J nclge Kibbe, of Somers, now resides nt Greenport (L.I.) ; 
l\fnry B., b. lkO-~, m. Ezekiel E. D. Skinner, and resides in Green­
port, has six children; Eliza, b. 1807, m. Rev. Denj. H. Skinner, 
brother of Dr. Skinner nlJovc named, antl son of Rev. Ezekiel 
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Ski111ier, l\LD., who in 183·1 went to Liberitt, Africa, ns Colonial 

l'hysinia11, a11cl was Hoon afterwnrcls appointed tcmpornry Governor 
of the Colo11y, a11cl rcmuiued there three• years. Eliza, above 
nnmetl, with her husband, went missionaries to Liberia, where she 
d. of African fever, Jan. 13, 1831, nnd her husband d. at sea from 
the effects of the. fever, on his retum home, l\farch 1, the sumo 
year. \Vm. D. RC'nd is unothe1· son, and resitlcs at G111·leyvillc, 
11111n.; Martha ,Ta11e, the yon11gest ot' the children of Augusta and 
Daniel Head, b. HHS, m. Alvah S. Bosworth, ol' Ashford. Resides 
in l\fanstiehl, and has children, (23) Zebina, b. July D, 178-!; (24) 

1.1farvin, b. July 30, 1787; ('N.,) E~ijah Anderson, b. July 19, 1790. 

15. CoL. NATHANIEL FENTON, settled fit·st in Mansfield, where 
his two elder children were born. In February 1791, he removecl 
to Otsego, then l\fontgomet·y County, N. Y., and w~ one of the 
early settlers of Burlington, where he remained until September 1823, 

whc11 he removed to Ellicott, Clrnutnuque County, N. Y., where he 
continued to reside until his death. Iu .his 17th year he entered 
the Continental Army, and spent the first period of his enlist­
uwut in the State ui' New Yurk, 1lm'ing wl1icl1 time he was c11-
g11getl in scvcrnl 1,1kir111ii-1hcs with t.ho e110111y. At the expirnti()l1 
of' his 1-11•rvi< 0<', Im l'!'t,111·11<'11 hollll', In t.h11 fi,llowi11g- April, Im 11g-ni11 
t•11liHl111l. Tiu• l.roopH 1.o whit•l1 ho lil'lo11µ-l'd \\'t'l'l! Mt11lio1wd 011 1.)11, 

ll111•t1 111 l '1111111•1•111·111. 1111d N1111· \'111'li, 'l'h,, ,1'1•111• "''"' 1\111 ot' l111'i-

1lt-11tr-1, 1111111,r 111' whh•h 11'1'1'1\ ol' 11. tlt!•l!ll11µ; d1111·111•l1•1·. 'l'lu• 111.041, 

11111\ 1,I l'IIHfl~l'''"'''l'o, 111 whi1•h 111• ho!'I' II pm·I. Wl'l'I' lltnf<p ttl, II pl111•11 
Jrnvwn 11H F1·01J;'H Nl'l'I,, 111 lhll ll1·HI, of U111Hl! u11µ-:1µ:P1111:11t-., t.1111 

A 11u•ri1•1111H HHl!i•rrnl !-(l'<'nl; loHH, n111I l\'l'l'll ohli:,!;l'd t.o l'l't,1·1,nt,, AH 

J\lr •. Fc11t.011 luul been c:1.rryin~ tho wo1111tlml 1uHl 11.HHiHl.iug' UH•111 
from the field, he w:is delayed; and, in the rctnmt, was hotly p11r­

s11ctl uy 11 mounted llritislt o1llccr. Being in d1u1gL'l' ot' capture, 
he tnrued upon his pursuer, shot down his horse, :mu thus escape<l. 
In July folluwiug, he W!Ll:I iu a11othc1· lmltlc ut the sumo place, in 
which the Americans were successful. He enlisted the third time, 
nnd continued in service until the close of the war. He was 
with the nrmy at ·west Point when it was dishamlctl. All he 
obtained for his services wns wlmt were called "settlement 



notes," which realized only nineteen dollnr3. In his latter 
years, he drew n. pension. ,vhen he settled in Otsego, the 
eonnty was new, aml the scttleni were g1·eatly troubled to 
oLtaiu provisions. Fortmrntely, game was abundant, an<l we 
judge thnt Col. Fenton wus an expert hunter. Ile. very near­
ly lost his life, howeYer, in one of his hunting excursions. 
One cold wintl't' moming he starte<l into the woods with his dog 
aml gnu. Soon aller, a seYcl'C snow-storm set in; aud Loward 
uoon he thought it prudent to start for home. He became bewil­
dered, and was soon sensible that he was lost. lie wandered, faint 
and weary, through the following night, next day n.nd night, and in. 
the forenoon of the thinl dn.y came to a dwelling where he was 
kindly cured for. In this long period he neither ate nor slept. 
He hnd judgment enough to know, that, if he lay down, he would 
probably ne,·cr rise agniu. This so ove1'taxed his energies that he 
never entirely rccoYcrcd. It was in the dead of winter, the snow 

was t,wo or three feet de0p, and he was in the woods lil'ty hours. 
The place where he came out wns only scYcn miles from where he en­
tercrl. In 1802, he rnnLle a profession of religion, united with the 
,Congregational church at Ilurliugton, and was an active aud useful 
memLcr. .A correspondent in Burlington says, '' he was a lendiug 
man in religious affairs, all(l an exemplary Christian. In town ar:. 
fairs, he was active, and nlmost always elected to some otlice. He 
was a rnemucr of the A.sscmuly while ho rcshletl in 0,;tcgo County, 
nncl also a member from Chautauquc County after lie removed there." 
Ile was Colonel of the militia, and held the oll1ce of Surrogate for 
the County of Otsego one term. Ile became a member of the 
chm;elt at J amcstown, and was ns devoted and active as he had 

been at Burliugton. His last public act wns rending the Declaration 
ot' Irnlepe11tle11cc Oil tho 4th or July, 18-!3, when the nunh·ersai·y 

I 

was celel!irnted on strictly temperance principles. 
Col. Fenton, wo infer fi·om the above facts, gleaned from an 

obituary notice published at'ter his death, and fi·om private corres­
pondence, was a. man of intelligence and good judgment, an ardent 
patriot, nml a de\'Otctl and i11l111cuiinl Christian, - one of those 
worthies who in his day 2;1-ml generation faithfully scncd Goel aud 
his . eo1111try. Ire m. Unchd Fletcher, <lm1g-htcr of Rich:u·d, of 



l;j 

l\fonsflekl, Sept. 18, 1783; he d. Jan, 25, 184G, aged 82; his wife 
d. prm·iously, but uate not given. They had seven children. Two 
died in infancy, a son and a llnughtcr. The two eklc,;t da11ghtc1·s 
arc still living, both widows. The two youngest daughters llicd sev­
eral years since, each leaving a number of children. The following 
are in Mansfield records: Orrilla, b. Feb. 29, 1784; Richard, b. 
l\Iay 20, 1789 ; d. in infancy; (26) Richard Fletcher, b. in Bnr­
lingtou, Aug. 28, 1800. The Lirths and marriages of the other 
members of this family we have not received. 

lG. JAcon FENTON, married at Milford, in this State; and soon 
after removed to New Haven, where he was engaged in making 
stone ware. He removed from New Haven to Burlington, N. Y., 
in 1801, and there carried on the pottery (enrthern ware) busi­
ness for a number of years. In 1812, removed to ~~ville, Chnu­
tauque County, N. Y., an<l the next year to Jamestown, in the 
town of Ellicott, in the same county. In 1817, removed to the 
foot of Chantanquc Lake, aLout four miles from Jamestown, now 
calletl Fluvanna, where he died. 

JACOB FENTON enlisted into the Continental army at the age of 
.about fifteen, and served dming the remuin<ler of the war. He 
was also a pensioner. Hem. Lois Hurd, of New l\Iilford, Conn., 
Sept. 13, 1700; he d. at Fhwanna, Jan. 21, 1822. Chiltlrcn b, in 
New Haven: William, b. Jan. 4, 170::?, d. Dec. HJ, 17!1•1; Jienry, 
b. Dec.1.1794, d. July 28, 1795; (27) William H., b. l\Iarch 7, 
1796 ; .,-tnna, b. in .l\Innsficld, Coun., l\Iay G, 1707, m. Henry l\Iar­
tin in 1818, lived iu the State ot' New York, had a family, d. 
about twelve years ago. Children b. in Burlington, N. Y: Seneca, h. 
Aug. 19, 1799, living in Janesville, ·wis., unm.; Sabrina, b. July 
4, 180:l, d. July 5, 1804; Rebeccti, h. July 3, 180.'J, m . .Almun 
Jones, and has had eight children: .Marcus A., b . .April 13, 1808, m. 
Mary Johnson. No children. She cl. 1846. He is living in Chi­
cago, Ill. 

17. Er,i,:AzE1t F1~NTON, J1·., lived nml died in "Willington. Ho 
was a former, and was quite a noted man in town and society 
ulfttir1:1. Ho had mnsicnl talent, and took clmrgo of the singing at 
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the Congregational chnreh for a m1111lil't' or y<,!nl's. I le Juul 1t plnn.H• 

:1ut dispositio11, 111111:h ki11(l /'ecliug, was gc11Prnll,v cstemuc\l, mHl 
died l:u11entcd. 

Eu,,1.z1m FExTux, rn. Amm Dunham, daughter of Ebenezer of 

Uans11eltl, April 10, 178;3; he cl. Feb. 12, 1816, aged 60 years; 
shed. !fay,] 834, aged 71. Their cltiklt'.en were: Gheste1·, b. Dec. 19, 
1784, is still liYing on the farm where he was born, nearly eighty• 
two years :!go, and is the last of the name in "Willington: he m. 
l'lrcbc _Baker about 18:20, and had a daughter Anna, b. June 21, 
] 833, who m. ·wmiam Ehlrcdge; Anna, b. Jnne 1, 178G, m. Asa 
Taylo1· of "Williugtou, .April 15, 1810, ant1 have had three sons aml 
011c tlangltter, all li\'i11g, allll all 11uu-ricd. .Amo11g the sous is SoJy. 
mnn Taylor, E;;q., a rcspcctcLl citizen of \Villington, now JtH!gc 
of ProLute for that bistrict, to whom we are mainly indebted for 
the records of the \Villington Fcntons; (28) Rufus, b. Feb. 24, 

1788; (2V) Ruilericl.:, b, Dec. 19, 178!>; Rebeckah, b. !forclr G, 
17V3, m. Stcph<'II Toilt•y, June 3, 18:2-1, by whom she had five chil­
clrcn, three sons and two t!anglttcrs, who arc all liviug und mm·• 

ried. One or hc1· sons, Charles Clinton, m. 1\faria D. Barrows, 
tlanghtct· ul' \Villia111, of' \Villi111a11Lic, n11<I liY(!S in l\lou:--;011. 

1H. Jo:1.1.1.111 1"1,:NTnN, of' \\'illi11~l-011, 111, l'olly Storrs, ,11111, IR, 
1777. < 'ltildn•11: 1,:,11,·li,1, 11, ,11111. I, I 7i~H; HIU11I,, h. M11rd1 !I, 
l'i!II; /1'11,1•,1,l,,,\pril a, l'i!ta; /'..11111.~,h. ,\11~. :!1 l'i'!l-1; l'oll!/, h. 
l•'t•h. :!~, t i!JU. 

1:1, ,lnm, Ft-:NTPN, ol' Willi11µ:(011, 111, Llll\,Y l<:ldr(•d~P, l>e('. 11 

17,"lt,; .lw d. 1>,·1·. I :1, I H07 ; :--;ht1 cl. ~I 1ty :!Ii, I H:,o. Cltildrl'11: ,/,,/111, 

h. /;('pt. :!G, l'i'HI:: [,oi8, !J. :\fay J.t, 178!); Bbenezer, b. July 22, 

1 iH 1 ; ArtA11ws, IJ . .July 22, 17U:l; Asltbel, I.,. Oct. ::W, 179G, d. Ang. 

20, 17!>8; Chloe, l,, Sl•pt. 2.;, 17H8; .1.llm·illa, h. Jan. 30, 1801; 
Clwr/,:.~, b, St•pl. 1, 1802, d, Oct. l O, 1805, 

20. RoswELL FEXTON, settled first in l\Iansfield, where his two 
ehlc·st childrrn were born. Ahont 1778 he emigrated to I-fonover, 
X. 11., l'rom whence lH: 1·t•movctl to Htillwnter, N. Y., ttntl 11!.iout 
L7!>0 to Brontl ..AlLin, Fulton Co., N. Y., where his three younger 
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chi!llrcn wm·o born. In tho spring of 1806, he lcn his home at 

Bl'011cl Alllin, fut· the ,vci.~, i11tcndi11g to fix on a loc11tion f'or his 
i'uiuro rositlcncc, and raise n crop; his family to follow him to his 
now residence in tho fall. He located near the Ohio Rh·er, about, 
fourteen miles from Louisville, whore he erected his cabin in the 
wilderness, raised a crop, and died Sept. 16, 1806. It has been 
supposed that he was murdered for his money, as he had gone thither 

to pnrchase a farm, where he died suddenly, and his money was 
never recovered. His family emigrated, as previously arranged, by 
way of Philadelphia and Pittsburg, and down the Ohio River ; but 
on reaching Cincinnati fil'st hoard of the death of their paternal 
head. They located ill Green township, Ohio, near Cincinnati, 
where the mother continued to reside ttntil her death. 

RoswELL FENTON, m. Deborah Freeman, daughter of Stephen, 

Apri,l 1, 1773, she was born Nov. 1, 1753, he d"-!n Kentucky, 
Sept. 16, 18GG, agetl 51 years, and W!l.S buried at" 12 mile Island" 
011 Ohio RiYer; she cl. nt College Hill, neur Cincinnati, in 1846, 

agc<I about 93 years. Their children, b. in Mansfield, were Jacob, 
h. Jan. 21, 1775, gr:uluatcfl at Dartmouth College in the elnss of 
17!Hl, stmlic1l law in l'hi!tulclphin, removed to Ilmnilton Co., Ohio, 
in 180G, wlwrc he 11. wit.hout ii.imo, l\ral'ch 21, lH-1:1; (:lO) 8t1•1dwn, 

h. ,/1111, 11, 1777. Cliildn•11 II. ul, IT1111ovor, N. II.: ll11111111/i, It. 
,111I.,· 7, 177!1, 111, I,, V:111 B11rc-11, 1· .. 1110\'Pd t.o ('h1111t1111q1111 Co., N. 

\',,cl, t.lwl'II i11 I li{11i, :-ih11 Imel 01111 Hon, llw111•pll, wl111 l11•c•111111• 1111 

1"111i111•11t. playHicdm,, n11d 1-wo cl1111µ-ht,1•rH, who r1•Hicl11 i11 Ch1111f,1111q1m 

<'o,, N. \',; ,1/ully, h. iu l'lKI, d, ,\pl'il ,r,, Uml, 1111111,: (.'II) 

f/r•()/'!ft! Ww1ltl11ylo11, "· l>C'Cl, :w, I 7Ha ; /i'rJ.~11•1•/l, "· Fl'h. 10, I iH(i, 

Wl'IIL lo lln111iH1111 Co., Ohio, 111. A1111u l\l1•l•':u11u1, d. No\', H, 18:IO, 

le>avi11g children: All'red, John, Elizn, George, Hoswell, and 
,v cnfthy. Deuomh, L. Feb. 17, 1789, m. \Villinm P:ul1lock, Uay 
11, 180G, settled in ,vayne Co., N. Y., where she 11. Feb. 3, 18G3. 
Ilu still livcH at. Wolcuit. Their child1·c11 Wl!l'C: J1wob, !Joury, 
Roxulinu, ,vmiam, Levi, George W., Olive, and Caroline, all of 
whom have families, except Olive. Child b. at Broad Albin: 
Rebeccct, b. Aug. 19, 1791, m. in Cincinnati, Jan. 8, 1809, ,vmi:lm 
Cury, son or D1·. Smnucl Cary, a ·native of ,vimllmm (Scotlaml 
Society). He d. in 1862. She is living, and resides at College 
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Hill, Ohio. Tlleir children W<;!re : Freeman G., foumler of Farmer's 
College, Gen. Samuel F., founder und now President of Female 
College :it College Hill, Ohio, widely known as an eloquent advo­
cate of the Temperance Reform, and ,vmiam, - all married an<l 
h:we families; Lucy Ann, b. Dec. 13, 1793, m. Cyrus Howard, 
in Hamilton Co., Ohio, where she still resides. She had fourteen 
children, scYc11 livi11g, the ef1lest of' who111 is Rev. Solomou IIownrd, 
D. D., President of Ohio University. Another son is Roswell 
1"., Esq., a member of Ohio Legislature, and lawyer at Xenin, 
Ohio; 1Vealthy Ann, b. Feb. 13, 179G, m. Roswell Hazeltine, and 
resides at Oxford, Butler Co., Ohio, has had fourteen children, of 
whom nine are living. 

21. AzEL FENTON was a blacksmith by trade, and a man of 
much physical strength and vigor. . He lived, in the early part of 
his life, in the eastern part of the town, but in the latter part at 
l\fonsfickl Center, where he died. Ile was respected and esteemed 
by his neighbors and fellow citizens. 

He m. Elizabeth Barrows, daughter of Isaac; Sept; 17, 1798; 
he cl. April 2, 1847, aged 75; she d. Jan. 2-!, 1859, aged 91. 
Their children were: (32) Rosman, b. Dec. 22, 1799; (33) Chaun­
cey, b. Aug. 20, 1801 ; Elizabeth, b. June 10, 1803, m. Hezekiah 
Crnne, and remo,·ed to the Statc of New York; Olit•e, b. l\Iareh 
10, 1805, m. Nehemiah Wheeler, has five chilrlren, resides in Essex 
Co., N. Y.; Cal'oline, b. Oct. 15, 180G, cl. aged 46, mnn.; (34) 
Iforw:e, L. l\Iay 15, 1808; Ebenezer, b. Oct. 1, 1811, m. S:muu~thu. 
Johnson, had one u::mghtcr, d.- ; (35) Isaac Palmer, b. l\Iay 15, 

1813; Juba, b. Jnn. lG, 1817, d. young. 

2:?. ELI:mA 1"1<:ST0N, son of Eueuezcr, Jr., was a blacksmith; 
li~·ed in the eastern part of the town, at or near Atwoodvillc. Ile 
m., Jil':;i, l'hilata Sl0l'l'li1 Oct. 8, 17tl8; she d, Dec, 2, 18:.l-1; 111., 

second, Lois Conant, :l\Inrch 7, 1838; he d. 1864, aged about 90. 
Clliltln•11 hy first wif'c: Julia, b. Jan. 30, 17!)!), m. Phillip R. 
Capen. Ilas family. Now resides in Wisconsin. 01'in, b. Feb. 
18, 1801, 111. Mt>hitable White, is in l\rainc; Pltelie, h. Murch 23, 
18U:3, 111. A. \Vhill' 1 in Maiuc; !Skttbttel ::I., h . .April :W, 18UG, is 
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m., and resides in New York State; Lois, b. Dec. 18, 1807, m. 

Perry Holley, Dec. 14, 1830, has a family, lives in l\fonsficld; 
Nancy, b. June 10, 1810, m. l\Ianly Barrows, now in Salt Lake 
City; Samh, b. June 14, 1815, m. Rand ,vhitc, cl. April, 185:2, 
lived in Mansfield; Elisha, b. April 29, 1817; Lydia, b . .l\forch 
1823, d. November 1834. Child by second wife: .John Tylet, b. 
l\In.y 22, 1841, cl. July 13, 1852. 

E1,1s11A FtrnToN, Jr., son of EliHhn. above, formerly livNl in 

Chaplin, has been in ,vminumtic for the past two years, imd is 
now residing in Norwich. He is a carpenter. Ile m., first, Elizabeth 
0. Geer, l\fay 8, 1837; she d. l\fay 28, 1sr, 1 ; m., second, l\fm'y A. 
Snow, Nov; 30, 1851; shed. Dec. 10, 1857; m. thirtl, Caroline A. 
Fagan, Feb. 9, 1859. Chiltlreu by first wife: James E., b. ~fay 
22, 1838, m. widow Lucy J. (Backus) Hunt, liYes in Clrnplin, 
has one daughter; Fanny P., b. Oct. 18, lt•H, cl. 18G3, unm.; An­
son A., b. April lG, 1845, killed at the battle-- of Winchester, Vu., 

June 15, 18G3. Child by second wife: George, b. 8cpt. G, 1857. 
Child by third wife: Lucy E., b. Feb. 2, 1861, d . .l\foreh D, 18G3. 

23; ZEBINA FENTON lived, we believe, ·in Mansfield. He m. Es­
ther Shumway; he d. 1849; she d. 1857. Chiltlren: Lucas, b. 

December 1809, m. Hannah Spencer Dec. 28, 1864; Lucia, twin 
of' Lucas, b. December 1809, m. Waterman Ncffiu 1836, and has 
five children; E1Jlhel', b. 1813, m. 8mith Porter in 18-11, aml has 
five children; Sally, b. 1816, d. 1841, uum.; Elijah, b. 181!.l, m. 
Martha Chappell, 1846, and hns Charlie; Mary, George, and Fred­
erick; Olive, b. 1821, m. Thomas \VorlJiu, in 1843, m1cl huH 1ive 
children; George B., b, 1823, resides in Norwich, Ct., m. Susan 

Sherman -in 1848, has t.ne daughter Susan. Hannah, b. 1825, 
tl. 18-lG, 1111111. ,lcwob, b. 1827, 111. Lucy Bn.il'd. iu 1853, ha:,; :t 

family; LaU1·ri, b. 1830, m. Johu Ferris about 185-1, hm1 a family. 

24. MAUVIN !<'JsN'l'ON lived iu .Mimi,illehl. He 111., first, Hally 
Hibbard; m., secoutl, Uthckla Recd; m., third, R.ouenn Ucctl; he d . 

• Jnuc, 1855. Childnm by first wit'e; Auyusta E., b. Jan. 19, 1815, m. 
1Vm. C. Pettibone, merchant tailor, I!nrti'ord, and has u family; 
Georye )[arvin, b, l\foy rn, 18Hl, m. Sarah Overton, lives iu Green-



port, L. I., lrns one sou; A111"iel .Adaline, b. May HI, 1819, ll. 1838, 
agetl ID, unm.; F,wlr'dd.: .Jlorti,ncr, h .• fan. 23, 18:22, rr.si1leA in 

Calilorni:t (ot· Xe\':.ttl:i), 11nm.; Jlw·y IIiubard, b. Dec. 1, 182G, m. 
Russell Perry, of Shelby, Orleans Co., )[. Y. 

25. RrcIIAP.D F. FENTON, Esq., is an esteemed citizen Of 

Janiestown, Chnutanque Co., N. Y. He is the only surviving son 
of the late Col. )rathauiel Fenton. Hem., first, Sally Ann Tew, 
September 18:23; she cl. July 1832; m., second, J\fory Ann Lnw­
rcnec, a u:1tive of Jaffrey, N. II., June 1833. By fit-st wife h:.td 
three children, one son smvivcs, llenry Nathaniel, b. April 13, 
1832, m. i\Iclvinn A. l\Jartiu, no children; by sceontl wife li:ul seven 
children, two d. in infancy, five arc now living: Lawrence .Adams, 
b • .April 2D, 1834; Horatio Reed, b. Feb. D, 1832; Elliott .Artemas, 
b. Feb. 10, 18,!3, m. Helen E. Leslie in 18G4. Names of daugh­
ters not given. 

2G. ELIJAH A. FE~TON wns a mechanic. Removed in 1830 to 
Delaware Co., Ohio, where he continued to reside until his death. 
Ile m. Jcrusha lblJeock, daughtct· of Daniel, of Windham, 1\Iarch 
2D, 1812. Site 11. Fd)l'nary 1852. Ile ti. July 18.'iG, Tlwirchiklren 

h. in J\f:t111>lichl were Jeruslui Rub!J, h. 1-il'pt. 21, IHJ:3, 111. Seth 
,Ja111•:-1 or Vt•1·111011t., 1'T11rc-l1 1H, lH:17, lurd a 1'u111ily, n•si11P1-1 in Dela­

w11rn, Ohio; J11/i11, At1rilf<1, I>. Nov. 17, IHl.'i, 111, S.1t111t1d Stil(•:-1 J<'111·-
11i"'"', 1" .. li. 11, (1':l(l, 1111H c•ltild1·1•11, 1111d n•:-1iclo1-1 11(; Fn111kt,ow11, IJl'l:~­

waru Co., Ohio; Ht,:j11!t. ll'ufr.~, I,, i11 Wi11dl111111, Oct. ti, IHl7, 1·u:-1id1•H 
i11 lo\\'11 City, l111\'11. I lt1 Ill. ~I :II',\' ,fn110 Calho1111, or I ,ikhlldd ( 'o,, 
('01111., Od. ,I, IHIH, Uu•ir l'liildr1•11: Flon•11l.i11(,, I,, ,July ::o, IH-1:J; 
Hodolph11.~ C'nlhu1111, 11. Sq,t. "27, Hl.'i:!, d. HHi-l; l•:t.hh,,rt, b. I>i,c. 
17, Hjt17; Vcrnou Calhou11, u. ,Jan. 8, 18(il, d. lKG-l-nll u. in 

Berlin Township, Delaware Co., Ohio. paniel B., b. in Wind­
hn111, OcL, IH, lHl:J, 111. lln1t,, S11:-11u1 Hall, /'fopt;. :!:?, 18-17, who 

d. 18,18 leaving a son, Daniel ,vnldo, b. Oct. 17, 1848; m. second, 
J nne !foll, sister of his lit-st wife, and arc living in York Centc!r, 

Steuben Co., Ind.; Catherine P., m. Lambert Hall, has had 
cliilclrcn, rt\si1lcs in Ca1111lc11, Ilills<lale Co., :J\Iieh. ; 01·dn R., m. 
S:u-:1.h II. :Malogne; she <l., leaving a son, he m. again, anu hus 
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thrno ehiltll'en, lives iu Willimns Co., Ohio; Pamelia B., m. James 
Fcrson, Juul ehildrc11, Hhe tl. Nov.15, 18G7; Laui-a A., m. James 
Fcrson auo\'C, and has hml three children. 

27. "\VM. H. FENTON, Esq., is a respected resident of Jamestown, 
and a magistrate of Chautauqne Co., N. Y. He m. Hannah 

Trncy, tlaughtct· of Elias, of Hartland, "\Vindhmn Co., Vt., Apl'il 
17, 1817. They have hu<l the following children: Caroline 1.11;, b. 

l\fay, 1818, m. IImnphrcy Sherman, had five children, he d. August 
185G, at Newton, Jasper Co., Iowa, whm·c his widow is still living; 
Rrn.~mus JJ., b . .Aug. 8, 1819, m. Anuuula Aiken, luul five chilclrcn, 
three living, resides in Austin, Minn.; Elias J., b • .April 2, 1821, 
m. ~!uricttc l\foNitt, has live children, living in Jnucsvillc, "\Vis.; 
Laura, b. Oct. 4, 1824, <l. Aug. 9, 1825; Laum A., b. l\fay 7, 
182G, unm. Harriet, b. Dec. 19, 1827, m. John I. II~vey, has 
three children living in :Newton, Iowa; Coloss, b. Jan. t4, 1829, 
m. Sarah Dayton, three children living in Austin, l\Iinn.; 11Im·iette, 
b. Oct. 7, 1831, m. Charles L. Jefferds, Im.cl four children, three 
living, resides at Jamestown, N. Y.; Dana B., b. July 2G, 1834, 
m. l\Iary L. Ilnut, two children living in Jamestown, N. Y.; 
E1nery W., L. l\ltu·ch 23, 18HG, m. Eliza l\lym·H, has one child 
living, resitleA in ,Janwstowu, N. Y.; Rmily JI., twin of Emery 
,v., I,. i\la1·d1 2H, 18:W, 1111111.; /'oll:IJ, h. Aug. 2, JH:l!I, !l. A11g. 7, 

lH·lt; l'h11l1•c!H, h.,lul,r l!I, IH•ll, d. A11g. 2:1 1 IHI~. 

~H. H111,·11:-4 1"1,:rf1'0N 1 llv1•d nL 111•:-41, 111 \Vlll111~t1111 1 b11L i-p1•11t, hlH 
lntll•r ycnt'H In l\la111,1h,td, whm·u 111, d, I lo wnH n e11111h-1111dw1· and 
1'11r11111r, I lo Wll.H 11ut.i1d lu hlr1 yo1111151•1' .)'l'ILl'H for hill 11111Hl1•11I 11hili­

tim1 •. J fo 111, Clarissa J>1111harn, d:u1g-hl.t•r or ,Jo1rnt.lm11, 1uul l11ul six 
chiltlrcn, two ol' whom d. 1p1itu yo1111g. Ile ti. April I Ii, I S(i(i, 

The following children are rceo1·clcd in l\fansficld rcconlH : J.lfoUmla 
.. l11u11.~lfo1•, 1,, ill ,vmi11~to11, Aug. Hi, 1820, m. 1\Tos\'H T11r11pr, of 
Mnusliehl; llr{f«s .Lfo;;Un, b. in ,Villiugtou, Nov. :30, 1821, m. lil'st, 
11. White, m. second wife in Monson, l\Inss., d. about 18G•l, family lives 
in Monson; Norrnan Dunham, b. in l\fousfiehl, Aug. 20, 1823, m. 
first Sophronia Holt, onVillington, 111. second,--"\Vhite, of:i\fo11son 
where he now rcsitlcs ; Amanza J.llelvina lt'ilzalan, L. iu l\ltws!ieltl, 
m. a Taft, reRidcs in Stafford, and lrn .. ~ n family. 



29. Roor-:mcK FEXTON was a highly respefcd citizen of Wil­

lington. He was a fnnner, though he worked at the comb business 
in his younger days. Ile represeuted tlte town of ·wmington iu 

the legislature twice, was sclcctnrnn ot' the town a number of yem·s, 

and held various other local ollices. He cl. on the fat·m where he 

was b., and his <leath Wtts mnch lamented by the whole community. 

Jfo m. first, Abigail Allen, )Iarch 27, 1817; shed. Jan. 2D, 1829; 

he m., secoJl(J, Sophronia Noble, April 25, 1830; hell. Oct. G, 1851 

aged GI. Chilllrtn by first wifo: Abigail Jiarialt, b. Jan. lG, 1818, 
m. first, Jolin Brown, who was killed by the fall of a tree in 1857. 

They had tfre chihlren, one of whom, Sherman, was killed in the 

war. She now lives in Coventry. Rocle1'ick Oscm·, b. Aug. 28, 
lSHJ, m .. Jane F. Rider, )fay 1, 1850, has two children, lives in 

:Monson, :.\lass.; Eleazer F., b. Jan. 3, 1822, cl. Aug. 28, 184G, 

agcJ 24-; llen1'y A., b. November 1824, cl. Feb. 9, 1850, aged 2G ; 

Emily JI., b. June 2G, 182G, m. John C. Parsons, ofl\fonson, l\Iay 14, 
1846, had two children, cl. )fay 10, 1857, aged 25; Julietta E., b. 

Dec. 2D, 18:28, m. ,John C. Parsons, reside in Iowa, have children. 

Children by second wife: Su11ll1'011in A., b. Dee. 17, 1831, rl. :Xov. 2, 
1849, aged 18; Ira, b. July 22, 1833, 111. twice, no chiklren; Francis 
If., b. March 15, 1839, ism., lives in l\Ionson, no children; Osborn, 
L. 1844, served in the late war, is married, lives in l\Ionson, no 

c!tildren. 

30. Sn:PHE::-l FENTON (inconeetly numbered 2G) rn. Roxa Fitch, 

August 1802, settletl iu Broad Albin, Fulton Co., N. Y., where the 
aged couple now reside. Their children were: .Jlary, b. 1803, m. 
Hnmlolph ·wells, and live in Broad Albin, N. Y., no issue; 

Stephen F., b. 1805, 111. nncl settled in New York State, n physician, d. 

from accident in 18G5; Ro:i:ata,na, b. 1807, m. Isaac Howe, lives in 

Poland, :X ew York, has family; Deborah m. Rev. --Chapin, resides 

in New York State, has family; Asa, a l\Icthoclist preacher, residing 
in llt'oll!l Albin, !ms family; Buulce, lives with her pm·c11tl:I, unm, 

I 8aac, a .:\fothOlfo,t preacher in Johnstown, N. Y., !ms family; Lu­
ci1Hla, m., null resillcs in Oneida Co., N. Y., has family. 

:n. C1ww;1,: ,vA~mrwTo:-. F1rnToN (incorrectly numbered 2G), 

was the son of Roswell Ft>riton, and was born in Hanover, N. II., 
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Dec. 20, 1783. From nn obituary notice of him, prepnred by 
Judge E. 'I'. Foote, of New Hnven, nnd published in the Chautm1-
quc Democmt, soon after his decease, we condense the following 
pnrticnlnrs of his history: In 180-1 he lef't the patcmnl home at 
131-oad Albin, N. Y., where his father hnd settled, to seek his fortune 
in the then western wilderness. He trn.vellcd to Philadelphia, antl 

from thence over the mountains to Pittsburg, then a small villa~c, 
and from thence down the Ohio River 011 an exploring tour as far 
as Louisville, Ky.; and from thence returned to Pittsburg, and 
commenced truding in goods and provisions, in a canoe, up the 
Alleghany River and French Creek, which he followed in the sea­
son of navigation two 01· three years. In the winter of 1805-6, he 
taught a school at ,vn.rren, Pa., the first ever taught in thnt place. 
Some of' his schohlrs were his senior in years, but had not enjoyed 
equal privileges of an education. At Warren he bccn.me~qnainted 
with the family of the late John Owen, of Carroll, then recently 

removed there; and on the 2tl of November, 180G, he manied :i\Iiss 

Elsie, the daughter of the said John Owen. She was born in 
Lunenbut·g, N. Y., July 8, 1790. John Owen WllS a untivcror 
,vindsor, Conn., and was a soldier of the "Old French \Vu1·," and 
of the war of the Americn.u Revolution, and drew a pension from 

the United States. Ile was an enrly settler of Chautanquc County, 
ubout 1808, wlwrc he tlic<l, Fdi. 2u, rnrn, ngc•d 108 )'l'lll'S, 

George ,v. Fenton and wife removed to their new log cabin, on 
the south side of the outlet of Chautauque Lake, in the spring ot' 

1807. At that time there were no settlers on the outlet, except the 
late ,vmiam \Vilson and James Culbertson on the 1101·th side, near 

him. No other settlers then in the "Old twelve miles square of 
Ellicot~," save Edward Shilletto. Mr. Fenton cleared a small farm, 
n.nd erected another log cabin, although a part of the season he 

traded on the river as formerly. In 1809 he solcI his farm to the 
lute J~lm A1·th111·, of Ellicott, who rcmol'cd into 0110 of the log 
houses on the farm, ttml resided there till his death. 

The late Roswell 0. Penton, of Carroll, the eldest child of G. 1rV. 
and Elsie Fenton, was born Sept. G, 1807, while his parents rcsitlctl 
here, and was the first or one of the first white children born in the 
oltl town of Ellicott. In tho fall of lSOD, George W. Fculo11 
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selected for his fntnre residence lot No. 52, first town, nnd tcuth 
rnngc, on the enst shore or the Connewnngo. Early in 1810, he 
erected his log house, nnd 1cmovcd his family into. it. He was 
prolmLly tile first one that took up a permanent residence on tlie 

east side. of the Connew:mgo, in the present town of Carroll. 
" Perhn,ps," says J·m1gp Foote, " no man was better calcula.ted for 
pioneer life than )fr. Fenton." He was then a. hea.lthy, athletic, 
industrious man, of sound judgment, and indo1J1itnble perseverance. 
His wife was in all respects worthy of such a husband, and they 
were prosperous in their arduous labors. 1-fo soon clcarecl up a 
large farm, and raised excellent crnps, which sold readily cat high 
prices. Both :Mr. Fenton :tllll wife were kiml and obliging, nutl 
libcrnlly extended thPir hospitality to strangers looking for places 
of settlement, allll to settlers tha.t had emigrated iuto the wilder­
ness. He was :i prominent man in the old town of Ellicott. In 
1815 he was eleeted Commissioner of Highways, and was snbsc­
<111c11tly chosen to various olliccs of trnst in the town. Uc was 
:tppointetl Justice or ilic Pmwc _ a!Hl a Lientcnaat of Infantry, bnt 
dt~cliiwd l>ot 11 olli::L•'-· rr() Sl'l'llll'il to l111Y<' lit.I.le /Llllhitioa for o/licial 
disli111'1io11, ,-till ho diiwha1·g-rnl the du[.i('H of' tho olllcPs 1111 a<~cPpt,lHl 

witl1 strict lld1•1ilr 1111d µ,"l'IH'l'al :;atisliw0011 1.o t,lw Jll!ople. Ho 
I • 

/IIIIIISSl'd a µ-1irnl prop('l'l,Y, 1111d rnisl'd IL 1'11111ily or !11'1! SOIIH, 
11h11 rill h(•1•11111<' prnH111•rrn1-. 1111,I ll'l'llltlt,r 1111'11, :;liowi11i.r 1.hu 1·1•s11'(H 

oi' µ;ond I 1°1ii11i11µ:. ,\I 1•, F1•11lo11 1111111\1 1111 i11ri,:;t.11unil, ill 1111•r1·l11111• 

di:-;P, :111d Pp,·111•<1 1111' llr:-d ,"!(ol'I' in l+'n•wPsl,111·~, nlf.houg-h ho <•011[.i11-

11cd (o 1·1•1•dd1• "" liiH lilrn,. .-\1111111, I H-1:,, Ill' 1111-d It Hl!\'<'l'<t 11,l,l.111•/, 

111' i11ll:111111111lio11 nf' llt1• l',\'I'><, l'i-11111 whi1'11 )111 hl•t'lllllll 111•:1.rly hli11d 1 
:L111l wliid1 1•u1111H•llcd hi111 wholly l.o 1·otlrn from lmsi111•:;s, nrnl fro111 

11ii11µ:li11µ: in puhlic all':iir1-1, hut rn111ai11c1l at home iu Uw bosom of hiH 

falllily, uu his f':1rn1, lhc rc111aiJH1ct· uC his 1lays. .l\lr. 1"c11Lo11 cnjuyetl 

prdty good lieall.lt tl1rn11gh lifo, except his hliml11css, uutil a Hhurt 
l.i1111i lll'fi1n1 liir1 d1·:tlli, wl11,11 l11, hnd 1111 i111!11111111nl-io11 ol' 1.!111 l1111g-,-, 

terlllinat-iug' in quick co11s11mptio11. Ile die1l 011 his form where he hatl 
resided half IL century, l\Iarch 3, 18G0, aged 7G years, "No 
du11l1t," ;mys Judge Foo.Le, "he WILM u1w of the 111ost cucrgctie uml 
useful of the early pioneers of Chautauque Co." 

G1,:u1wE "\V. Fi-:xTox, as we h1we seen, m. Elsie Owen, daughter 



of' ,J_ohu, Nov. 2, 180G; he d. March 3, 18G0, aged 7G; his widow 

is still livi11g in Chantnuque County. Their children were: Roswell 

0., h. Sept. G, 1807, Ll. in Ch:rntanque Co., N. Y., leuving u 

family; George lF:, b. February 1812, married and resides with 
family in Chautauqne Co., N. Y.; lVilliam Jlenry Ilatrison, 
b. 1814, is married, has family and resides in Chautauque Co., 

N. Y.; John Freeman, b. 181G, is married, has family, and also 
resides in Clrnutauque Co., N. Y.; (3G) Reuben Eaton, b. July 
,1, 1819, Governor of the State of New York. 

32. Ros:uAN FENTON, is now living in Essex, Co., N. Y. Hem. 
Susan Sturtevant, Fcbmary 1825 ; she d., Fch. H, 1833 ; m., first. 
second, Elvira Snell, l\farch, 1835. Chiltl by first wil'c: Fmncis, b. 
l\foy 13, 1832. Children hy second wit'c: Swmn, b. Dec. 23, 1835 ; 
Laura, b, Feb. 2, 1838, m. Geo. Hewett, Deccmli~· 18G2; Jiai·y 
E., b. l\Iay 4, 1840, Ll. Sept. 17, 1842; ~1lury B., b. A'ug. 30, 1843, 
m. Stillman R. Cook, J UHC 18G3 ; J,'wwy E., b. l\lay G, 1849 ; 
Caruliuc, l>. J unc ,1, l 8,j2 ; Pi'ellerick, l;, lfopt. 29, Hs57. 

:1:1. C11A11N1'\'. F1,:NT0N, Esq., iM a ln11•y1i1·, nu,l n•sidP:-1 :11, Crown 

l'oi11[;, N. Y. lie 111. 1\l11ry ;\1111 J'Prld11:-1, ,l1t11. l:l, 18:!~1, :111d lms 
childr1•11: .f11h11. O{,,,.,,t,1111l, h. April 8 1 18:10, gr11tl1111ltid al. J\lidtllii­

lt11rg- ('0111•:.:-1\, 18,',.J, ll'IIH 11.1l11iit.t.l'tl to 1111i h111· in N,,w York City 

i11 IH~,H, 111111i1111 111·11,•li<'illft. 11((111'111',\' 111111·11,. ll1 1 111. l•:ll1111 (', l'1•r, 

ld111•1, d1111µ;hl1•1' 111' ,Johll ,\., 11:H(J,, 111' \Vi11tlh11111 Ct'lilPI', Ill'(,, ~:!, 
1 Hli:I j /•,'/h11 / 11•1·ld11.~, I,, ~t'pl.. :! I, I H:1-t, Ill, M 11j111• ,l111111 ll1·,1·tlo11, 

J\(11,r ~:,, 1HIJ:l, 1101\' llrillg' Ht, (lr1111·11 1• .. 1111,; h'111ily ,/11l11rno1u, I,, ,111110 

I, 1.'Hl. 

:.J.J. Jimurn,: FENTON iM hy tr111lc It hl:tclom1ith, nn1l 1·1•:-1idl•s :it 

l\l:111i-;tldil Ce11Lcl'. Ho 111. Jlrst, E111ily Whit,111i_y, April 11, 1.~:1.1; 1-11111 

d. Aug-. :!, 18:l:i; 111. secontl, l\fa1-y Il11Pi-;t.h1, Sept. 10, 11-1:li; ,-;he d. 
1''d,, :!-1, 18,1:1, llg'l'd ~!I; 111, t.hird, ('11roli111• ,\. 111111, :\llll'r'h ·I, 1Hiil. 
Chiltl by fil'i-lt wile: J;'inil!J lV., L. Aug. 1 !J, HW;j, Ill, F. l'. l{l•t•d, 

,Vurrc11, Ohio. Children uy sccoud wife: Jllir.rion, 111. Hcv. 11. R. 
1Ioi.ii11gt.011, 110w 1·0.iitli11g i11 \Vtll'l't!II, Ohiu; ]1.,'b,•111'.~t'I', ( Lil'lll1•111111t,) 

b. July G, 1839, enlisted ns a private in the First Connecticut Cavalry, 
August 18ti2, was transferred to Vi.tlb.-Cmlncctieut Volunteers, 
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and promoted to a licntennncy in Compimy F, Twentieth Con­
necticut Volunteers, July 15, 1803, joined the Twelfth Army 
Corps, which was consolidated with the Eleventh Army Corps and 
transferred to the ·west, and partieip:itcd in all the Lattles from 
).T:1sl1Yil!c; Tenn., to .Atl:mta, was woumled at the battle or Peach­
tree Creek, July 20, 18G-!, nncl was honorably discharged Oct. 22, 
18G-1; Charles, (Captain,) !J. Ang. 27, 1/HO, enlisted in Company 
D, Twenty-first Connecticut Volunteers, Aug. 7, 18132, at the 
orgnnizntion of the company was made First Sergeant, wns pro­
moted to Second Lientennnt July 27, 1863, to First Lieutenant 
Nov. 13, 1864, to Captain, Company F, Jan. 10, 18G5, served in 
Army of Potomac, was engaged in all the battles around Richmond, 
l'ctersburg, Sntfolk aml Fretlcricks~urg, was on Gen. Stannm·d's 
Stuff at the battle of Chnpin's form, and was one of two that escaped 
unwounded, served until the surrender of Gen. Lee, and was mus­
tered ont with the Regiment, Jnly 7, 18G5. 

35. ISAAC P. Fr.xTOx resides in nfonsfielcl Centre, and is en­
gaged in mcreautilc lmsi11ess. Ile m. Snrnh Ca111pbcll, J11110 28, 
183-1. Children: Jlelen E., !J. Feb. 8, 183G, is now, and has been 
for several years, a teacher in the Providence Reform School ; 
.Jiatcia C., L. Feb. 7, 1838, m. ,vm. ,v. Lincoln, Jun. 2-1, 18G4; 
R(lrllh .P., b. Aug. 10, 18-10, 111. A. :i\f. Dougherty, of Newport, 
R. I., late Qnal'tcnuastPr in the Eighth Counccticut Volunteers; 
Olice Jl., b. Dec. rn, 1H•l3; J,'J'(mklln D., b. Jun. 10, 18-!G. 

GOV. I◄'ENTO:N Oli' NEW YORK. 

The following int<'rcsting pcrsounl sketch of the popular and 
excellent Govemor of New York has been kindly furnished us by 
a gentleman conversant with his history and political career:-

3G. Rrw1mx EATON FEXTON was bom in the present town of 

Cunoll, Chnntauquc Co., N. Y., on tho 4th day of July, 1819,-tho 
you11gest of Ji ,·c ehildn•11, His pm·e11b-; were among the etirliest 
settlers on the territory known as the Ilollnml Laut! Company, then 
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comparnttvety an unsettled wilderness on the extreme ,vestern 
frontier. They had little beyond their daily wants, and their son 
nothing to look forward to as a legacy, except the increased value 
of the lands occupied by the family, which were gradually being 
reclaimed. He had, therefore, to forego nearly all of the facilities of 
early' education, and exemption from daily and severe labor, which 
were enjoyed in their youth by the majol'ity of those now in public 
life. 

After fifteen years of the vicissitudes attendant upon the life of a 
farmer's son, hi>1 p:u-ents found themselves in a condition to place 
him at what was then known as Cat·y's Academy, afterwards incor­
porated Farmer's College, -an institution oi' moderate pretensions, 
but of much real capacity, located at College Hill, six miles north 
of Cincinnati, Ohio. It was probably here that from obse1Tation 
and reflection M:r. Fenton conceived the commercial en~prise that 
in after years made him known and appreciated as one of the first 
business men of his section. After a term of two years, he left 
Cary's Academy; and, returning to his native eounty,he concluded 
his ellncation, in a single term, at the Fredonia Academy. Beyonu 
an ocea~ional attendance at the district school, during the winter, 
his three years at the two academies was all the time or oppor­
tunity afforcled him in the pursuit of knowledge confe1Ted by the 
study of books an<l the inculcations of teachers. W"lrntever .of 
rcntliucHs, of.' cup1wity, ol' poliHh oi' dictiou, anll purity of cxpre~­
sion ho has llevelopctl in after life is duo to :m imprnvement of the 
bl'ici' 1wrirnl ot study nllowctl him in his yonth, and the lmhits ·of 
close applicution nud cnreful observation which seem to be inherent 
in his nature. 

Ailor .leaving school, Mr. Fenton passed neady two years as n. 
student in the law-office of the brothers ,v aite, in the village of 
Jamestown. Ill hen.Ith compelled him to give up his stmlics. 
Had he continued and completed his course, it is more than proba­
ble he would have been to-day one of the ablest jurists of the 
State, and those who are familiar with his dominating trnits of 
character muy well be panlonccl, if they sometimes entertain antl 
express a regret, that fi.ite took him from the pursuit of a profession 
he was so well JittcLl to embellish, nu<l so ccrt.iin to ennoble. 
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Quitting the study of the law in 18·10, :'.\[i'• Fenton embarked i11 
the pmsnits whid1 lni<l the foundation of his fortune, an<l gave 
him n bnsincss reputation foi' e11tcrprisc, integrity, and industry, 
to which traits of character he is prolrnuly iudeutctl for tl~c u11-
p:1rnllclcti stwcess whid1 has marked his career in public aHhirs. 

Throngltout the WC'stern range of this St:1te, across the interven­

ing States of Pcnnsylv:rni:t and Ohio, down to the great strc:uns 
that empty into the Gulf, he was known as one of the prominent 
rknlcrs in lumber. Employing a great number of men, and with 
these scattered at times oYer a l:1rgc extent of territory, he yet 
cvt•t· and sk:111ily eo11trolle11, and peri-;oually s11pl'ri11temle1l, eve1·y 
branch a1Hl ala10st every ddail or his u11si11(•ss. He was, as may 
well 'be belic\·cd, successful. People - the unthinking arnl nnob­
servuut- callecl him " lucky ;" lint those connectcll with him, and 
tllose employed by him, knew thnt his success was due to unswerv­

ing rectitude a11<11111til'i11µ; application. 

:Mr. Fl•11ton's first 1•ssa_r in polilic:il lite wa.-i :u, Supervisor ot' his 

n:ttive towu o[' Cal'roll. Ile was electetl to this ollicc without soli­

citation on his part; lmt, with n elmrncteristic regard f<'il'the desires 
of his follow citir.ens, he waivctl any pcrsoual objections, alHl took 

his scat iu the County Bo:inl. Eight years in succession, he was 
re-elected; and fot· tht·ce years was Prnsitlent of the Bo:ml, although 
his pnrly w:1,; h:irdly st1·1111µ; c11011µ;h to fiil'm what wo11!<1 be callc,cl 11. 

n~spt•dahlli mi11orit.y. I 11 I K-1 D, he was 11omi11nt,1id lot' the Asst•111hly, 
i11 the En,-;l.t'rn I )ist 1·id. ol' Clrnut:111qt1t•, hy tlw Dt1111m•rats. Tl1c 
c:rn vass was exct•edi11µ:ly n11i111atl'd, lrnt his s1u:cm1s was 11ot :-it•1•111·tid. 

The d11111i111llii1µ; pow1•1· ol' tlI1• Whig-:,; i11 I.tu, dist.1·id w11:-i loo slr1111g­

t.o hn ovc•1To11w, t'\'!'11 lty thu pt•rso11nl pop11f11ril.y ot' the yo1111g· 
[),•111rn·l'lll. 11 is op1 H>lll'!ll, ll'llS l'lt•(•l<·d 1,y t.hu 1111•:igTO 111:ijori 1.y or 

t,we11ly-u11c i11 a poll tlmt J\11' 1111111L>cr1,1 had 11m•e1· lice11 cq11alfotl in 
the dislrict, m11l nilcr a l':t11vass of exceetling intet·cst and spirit. 

This approael1 tu Hllccess, lh!J rigol' and pt•l'so111tl duvol,i1111 iw hml 

displnyc<l, t11rnctl the attention ot' his political friends tow:mls,~Ir. 
Fcntuu as a11 itvailable cn11didalc l'or Co11g-rc,;s, awl lie WllH neeord­

iugly uominatcd in 18Ii0. This nomination was, ltowcyer, declined ; 

and Mr. Fc11Lu11 ga\'c his ::Ucution :1gai11 tu lhu )H'o111oliu11 ol' his 
1.)nsiness, seemingly abandoning the Held of politics. But the 
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Democrats - in a lnrge minority in the district-could not nfl'onl 
to Id so much uvnilabitity be wasted in c01nme1·cinl life. In 1852, 
Mr. Fenton was again nominated fo1· Congress, and this time the 
pressure of political necessity, and the assnranees of personal 
friends, were too strnng to be resisted. The nomination was accep­
ted; nnd the work necessary to insure success nnclertnkcn at once, 
and with that spirit of vigilance and skilled imlnstry which mal'lu•cl 
the mnn. His opponent was Hou. G. A. S. Crocker, and the polit­
ical mnjority in the distl'ict against the Democratic party was g·en­
crnlly full three (3) thousand. But political fealty, party usage, 
:tll(l jl1lrty tr:ulitions were unavniling to with:;;tall(l the appeal which 
1'fr. Fenton made to his constituents. ,v1tc11 the sun wt•nt down 
011 tlrnt clay of the election, he was the chosen rc>prcscntutive of the 
people of his district. It ueed hardly be said tl.tnt the joy of his 
friends was only equalled by the chagrin and &lrprise of' his op-

' poncnts. 
l\lr. Fcnton's advent at ,vashington was mmlc at a time that 

history has since marked us a crisi1:1 iu the political l'lll'l'l't' o!' tho 
Democrntic party. It was followed by the introduction of the 

N elmtslrn Bill, as n leiuliug meas111·e ol' the pm·ty and the Presillent. 
Upon this rock the Democrntic pal'iy split; uml, LtH might lmn:i 
been expected, he1·0 l\Ir. Fenton came to the ron.d which lcll him 
from the pm·ty organization with which his whole lite had been 
idm1Lilh•d. 'l'hrouµ;hout Uw 811Cl'Cl'llillg' st,rngµ;lc Ji11· frl'Pdom, ho 
Wail Ollll or the l°<>l'l!IIIOSL :ttul most tlovoted or its dm111piomi. Iii,; 

WOL'Lh was n•adily adrnowll•dgctl hy his eolle11l,!11m1, who 111:1 readily 
n.vuilrnl tlw111HlliVPs or his oxp1iriP111,n n111l h11si11,::-1-1 1•11p11cit,r. Tlwy 

111adc hi111 OIIU or t.lw Wol'ldng- 1111•11il11)J'H of tl111 111111:-.1•, lllltl l'l'lit•il 

upon hi1-1 1-111µ:ru-it.y a1ul 1111i11t1•rrnpl-1,,l nt.lP11druie11 Lo i11s11r11 t.hc•111 
H)!t1i11sL defeat 01· su1vrise. Ucc11pyi11g n plaec on tlu, Cor11111iUL•11 

on Commerce, ho necessarily became chargell with the 1wrfo1·ma1we 

o!' li11rdP111:101111, duties or i11vesLig-rit.io11 1rn1l res1•iirl'l1, J'rn111 whit•l1 

the vast mujodty we1·e exempt. llut this l:tho1· !Jrought itH co1·re­
spoudi11g 1·1iwiml in hi,; J.H'Olllpt recognition mi one to he tr11s!:t•d :t!'I 

:t lcgislato1·, and advanced as a party leader, in which positions he 
wnH hoth npprcciatccl nud thllowcd. 

1\Ir. Fenton declining to be a candidate for re-nomination in 
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1854, the Democratic party presente<1 the name of l\Ir. Angel, of 
Cattarnngns ; and the Whigs Mr. P:{ttcrson, of Chautanqne, both 
pmel:timcd alH! rccoguir.c•d as 1111ti-Nt•llf'aslrn 111C'11, tl111s 11g-rc!ei11g· in 
scutiiu<'llt autl adio11 witl1 the comsc pm·suctl liy )Ir. Fenton. 
Two duys before tlw election, lioth these gentlemen clccliued, in the 
fncc or certain defeat, and insistecl upon ]\fr. Fcntou's accepting u 

nominntion ns the "People's candidate," in opposition to l\[r. 

Edwards, the Know-Nothing candidate. It was with great reluc­
t:mcc that he consented to this pmgramme; fo1· he could well see 
that it was then too late to organize a new party, ns it were, nnd 
carry the election. But the appeal was so strong that he did not 
feel at liberty to reject the entreaties of his friends. Forty-eight 
hours after, the election wa:, decided against him - not unexpected 
- by a majority of more than sixteen hnncked less than that given 
for the Know-Nothing general ticket. 

In 185G, :Mr. Fenton was again nominated for Congress by the 
National Republicans, running against l\Ir. Edwards, his compet­
itor two years pl'eYions, and was triumphantly elected. In 1858, 

he was ngnin nomiuatetl and elected; again nominated ancl elected 
in 180:!, - each time hy increa,wtl and inernasing cddcucc or popu-
1:u·ity, his majorit,r ranging at times a.s high as 7,000. It is prob­
ably the only instance in which any clistrict- politically org:mized 
as was his -has so often returned a Repre:;cntativc. 

Om Ji111it-.; will 110( p1•n11it 11s tu t•x11111i11c i11 1h·t11il tho Co11g1·cs­

sion:tl car,•m· of nlt·. Fc11tu11. As we said, ho was known as tL 

"working" rather than a" talking" member. But thc1·c were times, 
- when he deemccl the occasion demanclcd it, - when he showed 
that he could spenk, and spcnk well. His efforts WCl'C always 
marked for concise logic and clearness of express.ion, and he never 
left a subject until he had fnlly de,·elopecl his own views, and what 
he believed to be the wishes of his constituents. A breadth of 
mature tho11ght and practical applicntion characterized all ho said. 
This is well illustrntetl in the following extract from a speech mado 
in 1855, on a bill regnl:tting immigmtion to this country: -

"I freely n<lmit the existence of evils g-rowing out of the system of 
tactics ndopte<l or practised by both political pnrtiL'S in their relations to 
0111' ndnpt.,,d t•il 11.1,11~. 'l'l>clr pn·J11dl<,t•.~, 11>< ,1 eltl~H, 111\\'o tuo oftuu 1,ccu 
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appealed to, and their sufl'rages secured by means alike discreditable and 
pernicious; and, so fur as this order may correct this and other evils of the 
oltl orgn11lzatlom,, It hns my approval nllll co-opemtlon. The purity of our 
clecth·e fru11cl1ise ucpcll(]S 011 ihc iullucnccs thnt coutrnl lt:-i cx1'reisL•, and 

thcrctorc, nil appeals to till' cupidity, nmoition or lH'<•jndlrc~ of the clrct:rm1 
should be discouutennnccd oy every friend of our ln:,ititutions. But f<Ul'ely 
these good culls enn be nccompllslwtl by open mcnns, without iuf'ringing 
upon the acknowledged rights of nny of our citizens, oruolngviolcncc to sen­
timents which recognize the brotherhooc.l of mun. The Jlrst gcncml Idea 
that hus nttrncted my notice, said to be pnrUnlly cmhrnecc.l in the designs 
of tilis p11.1·ty, is a restriction upon emigmtion to this country fi•om other 
nations. Thut the emigration hither of the paupers nud criminals of 
Europe, giving to us the dregs of a population which the reformatory laws 
and regulations of despotic governments have cast out even ot' their juris­
diction ns unwholesome, should be prohihltc<l, cannot, I apprehend, ndmit 
of n serious doubt. The Committee of which I have the honot· of being a 
member, have lmd this subject under consideration, and have reported o. 

bill carefully guarucd, and of grcn.t stringency upo11't.l!_is subject, which, if 
adopted, I confidently hope will remcuy to n consitlcrnblc extent the 
g1·owing evil. On the other hand, that obstructions should be placed in 
the wuy of the intelligent, intlustrions, sober and enterprising men who 
seek n. home in this proclaimed 'laud of the free und home of' the oppressed, 
with iho hope ot' bcLterlng theh- co1Hlitlo11, I ennuot helleve wlll he tokr-
1ttcd, on uue rcllcctlou, by nny llbcrnl mind. Let us inqui1•e, l\lr. Speaker, 
if It would not oe better, more in 11ccor1hmcc with the spirit 111Hl genius of 
our institutions, that while we gunrd, so f:lr ns we m11y, ngainst the e,·ils I 
have reforr1·d to, we should turn our attention with re1ww1,d Interest to 
• ,\111crk1111t.d11g,' It' 11111ty l•e 11llm1·1•d the mm ol' lhe t,•r111, l111, for1•l.g-11 popll• 

lntion .now 1t111011g 11:-<, 111ul those who 11111y hcrcntte1· eom1! to 0111· :..horcs. 
The lureig-n ,,Jement is n!l'cndy here, UIHI its 111ng11itudc nml i111port1111cc will 
be incrcnscc.l. Causes beyond ou1· control iluve long ugo settled this 1111es­
tiou. The m1m11er in which tilese people are to be received and treated, 
presents u. grave nud importnnt question which we must meet. ,vm they 
be likely to forget their early habits nud impressions, to regnrcl our eonutry 
and its laws with favor, nnc.l become the c:tmcst promoters of its interests 
in pence, and the dctcnc.lers of its safety in war, if we close onr hearts and 
onr sympnt.hies against them, aucl trcut them us n proscrioed and suspected 
people? "'ill they not renmin nmoug us, aliens lu sent1111c11t, and l'l'cliug 
as well ns in character and condition? ·wm not the nuuvoidnblc ellcct of 
1111 Intolerant und exclusive policy be to unite and combine the foreign pop­
ulntion in u. co111mu11ity ot' 1'ecli11g 11ml ol' i11terest, untl place them oeyoml 
the influence of the sentiments that Jlll our own bosoms us American dtl­
:1.1•11:;, 111·011<1 or oi.r i,011111.ry, mul HHlkllons of ltli W<'llllru? 111 this 1·omll-
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tiou, "·011ltl tltry 11ot form in our soeial 1111d polilknl cr·n1io11,y 1111 "lt•111t•11t 
ol' weakw.-ss, if llOt oJ' dnngcr? 'l'hesu, IL s1•c111.~ lu 111,·, sir, arc lull'resli11g­

iuq11iri1•s, and d!•111a11<1 1.!1e lio1iest i11vesl iµ·11tiu11 :111d cousl'i(•llli1111s net ion ot' 

,,,·pry u11e wlw may he in :t posiliou to i11tlut•11n• the direet.iuu of' pul,lic 
atlilir.~. 'l'J,c exp,·rii,111:e·of tile world 111:1y he s11J'ely t·o11snlt:cd as n µ11i1le 

ill t Ids lll:tJll'r. Tl,c t!t1dll'.~-~ co11t,•st.s, ill :1h11ost e1·c1·y ol!H!l' cot111l,1-y on 
c:irth, betwl'cn cl:1.,.,l's ,wd co11ditious, the oppt·css(:LI allll Ilic fret•, 1 lw JH'i1•­

ilcged all([ pruscriht•d, furnish lessons of iustruetiou Ull(I wa1·11i11g; th<'Y 
serve as bt•:1co11 lights to wnm the thoughtless and illllifl'ercnt of imp1•mliug 

d:111ger. l'hilautlJL·opy iustead of sdf'-interest, wisdom and not passion, 

:-houltl iullut•11ce our retkctious upon this suhjcct; and, thus actunte,l, we 
ueed not fear that we shall go very far astray. The intellig·ent judgment 

ot' a great ant! 110ble people, iu whose ,·eius courses the best blood of rnces, 
w.ill scttk tlte question in nccot·tlunce with tJic rights of all the parties, the 
tlil'tatcs of enlightcued civilization, the best iuterests of the country, and 
the spirit of the age. I have rC'garcletl the mission of this cquutry with 
somewhat clifl'creut Yicws th:111 it woultl seem arc clwrishctl by the orgnuiza­
tion or which I h,n·c been speaking. 1Vc have claimetl fur oul'sch·es the 
pnrpose or civilizing, Cl1rbtiauizing, an,l clc1·ating the lnnuuu race. These 

men are our brethren; for our colll1t1on Father 'hath made of one blood all 
11atious ot' men to dwell on all the face of' the t•:trth.' Let us, then, so far 
as praeticahle, elevate,-tlisiuthr:tll nm! 1·edecm those who are cast a111011g 
us, 1'ro111 the l'il'cs and errors ot' thl'il' year,-; in a lhrt•ign land, t11Hi<'r,govel'll­
lllellts and with people lcs:s just 1111d le:,s favuretl than our 011·11; anti, rccog-­

niziug thl'it· co111111011 brotlierhootl, seek to give them a share in our co111mo11 
glorious inhl'l'it:llH'P, ·• 

I II t lit• t•xpl111111I io11 ol' 111t•n,rn1•1•;1 p1•1111i 11µ; !11•!\11•11 t lw I I 011s1•, ht• Wlll'l 

cSt'l't•diugly li:qipy :tllll 1111il'('l'SHlly st11!1°e;1i,;l'11l. ])111'i11g- t.ltu la:,L 
1i1111' .,·,•;ir.~ of' lti;i ( '011_!.!,'t'1•1-1sio1111I lili•, ~It·, F1•11lo11 11·111-1 11li1111sl, t'OII• 

~t:1111 ly i11 \\' :1~1ti11g-toi1, 'l'lt1• 11·1tl' \\'Iii< 1111•11 1111111µ: l'l'l'l'I' po1·tio11 u!' 

!lit• (',q11l11l wilh "'idi 1111d l\'fllllldt•.I Holdi1•1·11, lly 11111111'111 11f1l11ily, 

ltP st'!'l111·d to Iii' :tl.fl':tdt•d (1>1r11nl1-1 llw:·w 111:ii11wd ltf~J'lw;i, wlto w1•1·c 

gi l'i 11µ; I lt,·i I' Ii\'!'"' i II dl'i'1•111•1• 11(' I h11 polil.it•11l l'i;.!;·ht.s of' wliit'l1 111• 

Jii111s1•lr llad llt'l'll SI) early a11d f,i() slt':ull'ast lL <0h:t111piu11. Wiw11-

l'\'('I' :111 1111111· eo11ld he snatehecl from tho c11g-rossi11g tlut.ics ol' ll'g-­

islal io11, iL 11'11:i given to lhti sick in the hospitals. \Vhc11c1•cr lL 
want wn:s to be suppliorl, his purse was known to be open, fill(l the 
calls we1·e 11eycr made iu vain. IIis 1m111c was it houselwlcl word 
iu the vast conitlors of the hospitals in all(l arouml \Vashingtou, 
:1111I the troup,; oi' New York alw:t_p, folt, "aml tlid nut ntinly 
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feel," that they might not only greet him as a brother, but rely 
npon him tts :t father. 

In 1864, while serving his fifth term in Congress, Mr. Fenton 
wns nominated by the Union Convention as the candidate of that 
party for Governor. His opponent was the then Govemor Horatio 
Seymour. After an animated canvass, he was elected by a major­
ity exceeding the average majority of his party. Ile was inaugu­
r::i.tcd on the 1st day of January, 1865, and entered at once upon 
the discharge of the duties of his office. He was a comparative 
stranger to the working of the State Government, never having 
been a State officer, and yet be grasped the Executive helm with 
great steadiness and intelligence. The fidelity and purpose with 
which he has kept the ship in its course are known and approved 
by all, and it is little to say that few, if any of our Governors, have 
been less censured and more commended. ,"-.__ 

During all political conflicts, the fiercest and among the most 
memorable in the history of the State ; and the formation of new 
orgttnizatious which resulted in the association together of those 
who had once been politically opposed " the gain of enemies and the 
loss of friends " - his focli11gs were never so embittered as to pre­
vcut polite interchanges of" gentlemanly intercourse :md regard 
with the most bitter and virulent of his opponents. 

It rP([llirci-1 no affectation on his part to tl111s (lP.port himself: it 
is lhc it11p11l:-,1 ol' au open llllll Jhu1k di:-prn,it.io11, n1Hl a 11alurnl 
gc11cro:-iiy ol' u11nri11g; ,~ 1•011H<:io11i-11e:-1-1 or hiH ,,w11 :,;(,r1•11g-Lh, flll(l 

tho j11:-1.i1•.11 ol' I.Ill' 1·1u1H11 1111 1•Hpo111-11•s, :111<! t.1111 1'1\1't.it.11do o!' hiH nl'ls. 

A!HI, whilu hu IH not :w11r:-o to tho ho11orablt1 :-11bjug-at.io11 ol' liiH 

1•11111111111-1 01• opp0111•11IH, 1111 01111, 1111rh11pH, IH 11101•11 11111µ;11n11i111011H 1111d 

~1•1wro11H In hi:-1 iri11111ph:-1. 
AH Mr. J•'c11Lo11'H polltl1111l lll'l1 hm1 1'1•1111 hy l'al' tho 1110Ht. 11\'l'llll\d 

tmtl stirring, wo have dwelt nt gl'entcr length upou that portion or 
hi1-1 cm·om·. But 11eit.hcr t.he exttm:-ivu h11Hi11c:-1-1 01111rnii1111,1 that 
have engaged his attention, nor the exciti11g political sce11c11 
through which he has passed, have precluded him from devoting n 
share of his time to the more quiet and peaceful avocation of liter­
ary and agricultural research. 

The noble science of agriculture I.ms engaged much of his time 
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during the hours of relaxation from business, and those who have 
beard or read his agricultural addresses - finished literary pro­
ductions -will not fail to perceive that this ennobling art has 
engrossed a due share of bis attention and study. On the 6th of 
November, 1866, :1Ir. Fenton was re-elected Governor of ~ew 
York by an incre:.1.Sed majority. 

Governor Fenton married niiss Elizabeth Scudder, and has 
three children : Josephine, Jeannette, and Reuben Earle. 


