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•noat,-m FL"F!I'Cm::R, fou·,der or the prominent Hew Engl.end tamily or that name, 

was born in ¾gland, about 1592, f!nd died in Concord, :Uddl.esex County, ~;us., 

3 Apr. lu7?, over eir:hty years. In his will deted 1672 he rives his rge as 

about four score years. !he na.."le of his wife, end mother of his children 

is t,t present unknown, she may have been named ~a.rah. 

Appa1lingly little is known of the im:1igrant, Robert Fletcher, there is 

some tradition that he came originally from Yor:rnhire, but whether this has 

any roun,''etion is not known. /;nother tradHion has it, that with him ce. -,o 

a brother 'lillia:u .:'!etcher, it would be of real interest to do thorouP,h re

search on Hobert, to place him in :::::ne-,land if possible. 

He is said to have settled very early in Concord, a town some twenty 

milen northvmst of :lfoston, and in 1.537, he was appointed by that town as its 

constable. In 15<1-..5, his na,e appe:;rs an10ng a list of l)E!t:!.tioners there, 

end in 165~, he Bt-ain appenre on a petition which deal.a with bridges in 

Goncord. 'l'hat same year, 1656, he bt~Ca..'11.e a jur:,T.1an And in lU,4 siened 

another petition. 

'l'he :addlosex Court :i!'iles contEin a very interesting pe :.:ition under date 

or 1569, in regard to Robert ~.,letcher, his e;randson .Joshua li'letcher·, and 

his son, ''i'illia--n Fletcher, and cites that Robert Fletcher b now, "bereaved 

of aic;ht". 

In lo52, a Hrmnah Ill&Ae1hard names- "my :rather Goodman Fletcher" incr 

':'he question at once ai·ises, ·«ho was she, was she another, hitherto 

unlmown daughter of Robert? 

If the town meetine, the town proprietors', end the other sa.irces and 

records were examined, doubtless more detail, biography, and possibly c!ues 

to -:-:nc;lish orie;ins would be gained and could be added to this account, but 

*The account of Robert Fletcher, that is the first generation, 1s but a 
temporary one. 
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so :mch time was iiivol ved in correcting the descent of Eenry Fletcher trom 

.Hobert ?letcher, 0 s the line civen in the Fletcher Genealogy- was found to 

be erroneous, that it was deemed wise to let this part or the research wait 

until n later date. 

'l'here wP.s no mention of nobert :;'J.eteher in the indices of the ~uadlesex 

County Deeds, nor does he appear in the f'::upre:,10 Court Files of Massachusetts. 

'.!iddlesex Count:r .:'iles have :)eon consulted. In the records of' the Court 
1 

of Assistants we note that on 4 june lo39 1 "Rob't tnetcher was disclumged 

being not found faulty" 1 what the ccm:,laint w::s is not r;iven. 

A brief abstract of Robert's will follows: 

"the 4th of february 1672 

••• I Robert fletcher of Concord ••• bei:11r, about fourescor ye::,rs of 

adge • • • declare this to bee n2' last will cntl Testament ••• my horJ.y- ••• 

~o be docentl,Y burycd by m;;,- three SQ"'L"'lS ••• and for the re-t of ·ri:' estate 

• • • ::i;:: ~~onn franccs and hi:-~ loving and loved wife doc t•·ke the special! 

l.iare of -;:r 1 ·::vine \Vif'e for- 1,,nr; 8.S the lord sh:.11 Continue her urnJ them in 

the lend ••• and in Case Shee shall stand in needc of or see Cause to make 

1.1se of one;v p::trt of this estate here after to be "Tientionec for her own Con.

fort that Shoe shall hereby hr'iVe lawf'ul.l power for to doe and after he,· de

cease rn.i' ·:,ill is that I ma.:,, be devided as followeth videlicet unto two equall 

partts r~nd :;iy ,:;ill is :ny .Sonns '71lliam a.nd :..:Ec1uell .r:lBy have on 01' the parts 

erually dei vidc,' beti'lixt thc:a nnd that my sonn i'rances shall have the other 

part whom I do hearby appoint to bee my wholl executor to this my lf:;:-t wili 

••• and r ao ap9oint for overseer~ • • • ey ?rusty and lovinge treinds 

dee.con Robert ~-!erria.-:i deacon Luke "otter of Concord • • • " 

~itnesses: John hoare 
:rathaniell ~row 

"Tiobert ?lecher" signed by Mark and sealed. 

attestec1 to 19 June 1677 • 
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the inventor-.1 was ma.de 12 ~:ray 1677 and attestet1 to by the executor. 

J'rflnc is Fl.etcher. (HidcUeaex :?robate 791:;) 

"An Inventory ot the estate of ?rancis (sic) Fletcher wo.s ursented -- -
in Court & attested on oath by Fre:Fletcher" County Court -10 ~une 1677. 

{'lfrcellaneous County Court Tiecord Book 'P• 156) 

':.'he nal"!le of ~ Potter 1s or 17.terest, a~: i:-:ober-t apparently h~'d a son 

of that name. .As everyone of Robert's sons na~:10f. a daur.--:hter sa,·ah, it is 

possible that Robert's wife was of that na.~e. 

~hild.re,1, as far as now 1mown, proba:Jly all born in ~gland: 

2 
i. Grizell , b. abo:.1t 1..:1.::; 111. ?ho:nas J'•ell, '~u:1phr·J Griggs, :ienry 

Kibby, John Gurney, ane1 John Burge."' Shed~ 1669. 

ii. ~·rancis, h. nbout lo20; m. lizabcth \Yheeler. 

iii. ·,"illian1, b. about 1622; rn. Rachel - and Lydie. Bates. 

iv. Luke. b. about 1625• d. 21 \fay l.,65, Concord.&;-rpa:_r.ently unmarried~ 

v. Sar1.uel, b. in 1632; m. ~!argaret Hailstone~ 

:probably others. 

The error has been many t bes repeated that 'his daughter wns na..rned Cary per
haps due to the error in ·7:'Inlln' s notes on the ~,!iddlesex Court B'iles. ':he 
oric;inal pa ;ero have been lost. :!!rs. '-!arJ Loverine.: !Iol.'Dlm, in a work soon 
to be published for -~'rs. Charles 11' lsbu ·-:-r of .'!inneapolis, has straightened 
up the matter ot Or1z~=~ell Yt·': her i'ive husbands and cives the proof' that 
Grizzel.l we.a the : istor of ... illiam, end the daugh~er ot Robert ]'].etcher. 

---------------------------- ---------
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FL:ili!'CHF.R ('Robert) born probnbly in ?.llgland• at,out 1620, died 

in Concord• ~Uddlesex Cou.11ty, ~,!ass., o.:f'ter 1704. He married there, 11 oct·. 

1655, Elizabeth '.'!heeler, born abort 103,,, died there, 14 June 1704, daughter 

of George and ?..atharine (--) "-'!heeler. 

George ~':heeler left a ,vill which ap')ears in a !'1lt:eler Genealogy, the 

original will ca..'Ulot be found, the "'liddlesex ~robate Degistry was for11ed 

lc.9:-, prior to that estater: were filed in the County Court, the papers o:f 

which were open to the public, it is r:uite ,:)sdble that the original paper 

~ was taken ye&rs ar,o. · rn abst:r·,ct foll·1w,,: •· I' George ''!hr:eler Senir in the 

Town of Concord • • • I will to my two sons ~homas fllheeler & john ~"heeler. 

• • to the C:hildren of :nzy- son ''.'illia..11 deceas,';O • • • to n:t:l dau ·hter ff'oxes 

children • • • I rive to rzy four daughters Y:l.ize.beth TI.etcher, Sa.rah Dudley, 

Ruth !·'.artwcll nnd huw,h ::"'letcher the su:ne of fifteen ~ounds a-piece • • • 

m,;y too com, '2'10."'l.Rs ".'heeler i~ John Wheeler the executors of this my Will ••• 

dated 28 Jn..~. 1584, s1r,ned by mark, ,roved 2 July 1087; witnessed by: Sa.rruel 

·reria.'ll, John Scort]1ford .. and Jonathan Hubbard .• 

Francis 'ff1:1eel9 rem::1ined in Concorf with his tether where he owned a great 

quantity or land in :;he eastern part of the tavn. As evidenced by her 

father-in-lr.v,'s will, 'Rlizabeth, wife of .B'rancis, wea held in high esteem by 

~bbert Fletcher. · In le:'!, Francis F1etchcr became a 3'reei'1l8.n of the '1'e.ssa-

chueetta Day Colony, and that saiue ;:,rear, was in full comm.u!lton with the church. 

In· 1006, he ownod lot SrJventeen in the "east quurter", beine four hundred 

thirty seven acres. 14 Doc. l6G4, he signed a petition to en~ble an inhabi-

tant of Concord to sell wine. In 1671, we note a writ aeainst Frtmais 

Fletcher, suit of' John, only S'.)n of "l'illie.ri. f,llen deceased. The next year,. 

testimony of Jerusha .Pletcher aged eieHee:i [b. 1654] was i::iven in Court, 

,1h.o was she? 
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In 1686, Francis Fletcher served ~s a selectmen, end in 1697-81 he sat 

on a juriJ. It is unto::."tnnete ro:r our purpos,::s, that the· records prior to 

1738 or the old 7irst Church o:r Concord. {then Congreeational, now Unitarian) 

are lest. 

'l'here is nothi:15 of interest in the :=:upre~ Court Files re Francis .!tletcher, 

but we do find a :1.umber of important deeds or his in the ~-"riddl.esex Registry: 

4 · ~r. L.i83 1 " I fu:ncis ..;-'!etcher in y 8 'l'own of Concord • • • For • • • 

Sixteen pounds. • • pa.id bj• Patrick i".!'asoet Scotchman of • • • Billerica • 

• • Confirr:10 unto him • • • 'I'Wnet:,r Acres ot Land Upland ~,~ 7Jeadow lying • • • 

in ••• Concord• ••• as also :-:1.isabeth Fletcher my wife in acknowledg-

ment ••• " He aie;ns, $he does not, wi tnosses: J"ohn Scotchford, Joh.."l 

-'aria.'11. :;ecorderi 1696. {~.fidc1lesex Dee(" s lQ: 479} 

20 7eb. 169:J, '' Francis ?lctchor ot •.• Concord ••• Yeoman ••• ii'or 

• •• Twenty Seven pou~do ••• paid • • • By Benj81UiB "'hittemore of y 8 ai'ore-

said Town ••• worver ••• Do • • • Confil'!l'le unto hin • • • l1. certaine par-

cell of '.~cadaw within ••• Concorcl ••• :8ight Acres • • • as also :::1 i.sabeth 

my nm1 :-ria.rried \·rife ••• conoentine thereunto • • • He eiens, she marks, 

wit: !·Ioah Brooks, Ga.'ll.lel :Fletcher, 'i'b.O..."JB.S Browne ~')enr. Hee. 1594. (Ibid. 

10:369} 

31 Oct. lo93, "· Franc'i.s ?letcher of ••.• Concord ••• Yeoman ••• For 

• • • 1'ourteen pounds • • • paid b~r 3cnja.:nin 7-'b.ittem.ore ••• have • • • Con-

fi r:::ed unto hi ·; ·ye said - e:1jan in • • • Upland • • • within • • • Cone ord • • • 

e ~ e in y ~ast part of y Town. 

r 
Brooks, 'I'hot!lB.s .'.:\ro;me Sen • 

• • " He signs, Eli:,:,a.beth 1narks, wit: ~roah 

Rec. 1334. {Ibi<l. 10:370) 

3 ":iay 1694, " Francis ~·1etch,,r of Concord ••• Yeoman ••• to Show my 

Tender Love unto and f, ·therly ca.re or my T:idest Son Sa...-:iuel Fletcher or the 

aforesaid 'l'own • • • Confirm '.mto him • • • Several parcels or Land and ;.rea-



daw which nre in this instrument ••• L--nprimis 'i'b.e house·lott upon which 

he now c1wclloth C etc. J all these .. • • '>ci tuo.te • • • in the East part of' 

the 'l'own of' Concord • • • " Ee sirns, his wife does not appea.1•. ''!it: 

Thamns Brown Seur, Ruth Brown Senr, Ruth Brown·:runr. recorded 1?25. 

Acknowledged 1?17-18 {1). {Ibid. 24:541) 

30 ~une 1~9?, "Frnncis ffletchcr of ••• Concord ••• yeoman ••• 

t-:::i ~hew my ff'athorl;:,- Love ':'o and Care of ?•Ty !1on ~Toseph ffletcher or y 8 Said 

..,own ••• I havinc a desire to acoi:iodnto hi:.1 with a c:o·:tpE~tency or h :.use1ng 

end Lands in order to his f:ett;Le.11e:!l.t • • • Contirme U."'lto him • • • Seve:.-al.l 

IBrcells of Land and iledow with the houseing that st:,nds upon :aid Lands 

(a very lone description tollowsJ .• " • • His wife Eliza beth c onse~t s, and 

··:1 t: Joh:i Dudley, ::11eazer :Ball, 'l'1·,o.~s <rowne Senr. 

flee. 1703, ac .:nowledr,ec1 1599. (Ibid. 13:409) 

10 Dec. lu94, "f.francis Fletchor ot ••• Concord ••• In ye Considera

tion of the Duty:tullneas or m,y :on John ?letaher of Co~cord ••• unto me end 

to :::xpross my love and care that I have to hi~ • • • Conti:r:18 unto hi,':l ;u 

Son ••• John ••• Stwerall pt:rcells of Land and Hedow within ••• C ·,ncord 

••• in y 8 ~st pa.rt o.r y 8 'l'own [descri-ption 1'ollows] also ::.'lisabeth my nov, 

!118.rriod. wif'e ••• of her !'rec Consent ••• " He sic;ns, she :-1erks. ··r1t: 

'i.'homa.s J'a,ias, Thomas Broffll.e ~onr 1 1Iannah .?letcher her :ilark. Rec. 1715, 

acknowler:r,ed 1703. {Ibid. 17:533) 

1 Lpr. 1702, " I 1'::"rr~,1cis f'fletchcr of ••• Concord ••• Yeoman ff'or 

••• the good ··1ill and at1'eetion that I ••• Bear unto m:, well beloved son 

Hezekiah fletcher ot the Se!IB ~owne ••• Contirme unto him ••• A certnin 

·•easue.ee ••• Scituate .... withi:1 ••• Concord ••• Contr:.ininB one 

Dwe1line house and Barn and Severall parcells or Land [description to1lowa] 

••• as also ~:.lisabeth :f."fletcher my now marr1ec1 wi,fe ••• consenting to 



this • • • '' ITe signs, she marks. ~it: JOhn Fox, John fletcher, john 

'.!oriam .Tr., rec. 1704. (Ibid. 13:b98) 

By the above deeds, Francis ?le:,cher disposed of his :proverty during his 

li~etime to his sons, eldest son Samuel, son Jos~h, son John, and son Heze

kiah, in the orr.:er of their births, and so we do not rind toot ha left a will, 

nor was there any acl."linistr1:,tion on his estate, nor that or his wife's. The 

daughters wore probably provided for at their morriaces, us wns then the cus-

tom. .?"rf.ncis, as eldest c1on t Dobert, re~uved a rouble share or Robert' n 

holdin§s, hence hac. ·mch lane to dispose or, when his time c~i.'TIC. 

'.::hild.ren, born in Concord: 

" i. :C::a:1uol'J, b. 6 :'.ug. 1557, c.. there, 2:- 8ct. 1744; :m.. 15 June l:382, 
~n-:.zabcth '\'heeler, b. there, 2t; ~·eb. 1664, d. there, 25 0ct. 174-~, 
dau. of ::~erc;t. 'J.'hoI!lfls and C.ara.h (t~eria...n} '.'fhecler. Ile was a Corporal, 
solect::ie.n, nnd tO\m clnr:(. Children born in Concord (Fletcher), (1) 
:-:a::iu-"1, -n. 2J3 Oct. lo~:1, d.y.; (2) Joseph, b. 25 '..!aJ'. l53o; (3) niza
beth, b. 2 !.pr. 168,:_;; (4) '.::arah, b. 19 'Iay 1690; (5) John, b. 26 Aug. 
1092; {6) Hannah, b. 1 Dec. 1594; (7) nuth .. b. 2 .,18.r. lo9o. a. 1700; 
(a) I;ebecca1 b. 2 June 1599; (9) Sa."lluel, b. 27 Apr. 1701; (10) Ben
je.Jin, b. 29 }.pr. 170'.~, d. 1703; {11) Ti...'-:J.othy, b. 28 Aue. 1'104. 

ii. Josenh, b. 16 l ,r. l6ul; m. '':ar""J Dudley anc. :llizabeth Certer. 

iii. =iizaboth, b. 24 Aug. 1663; m. Sarrnel Stra:ton in 1683. 

1·1. J"ohn, b. f..D .2'eb. 1665; m. Ean::-1.ah Hunt. 

v. '~arah, b. 24 2eb. 1668; m. ':','illiam 'Toeeler. 

vi. Eezekiah, li. 6i:/·Pr-. L.i72; m. 7.!arJ' \'food, :parents or :'1izabeth4 who m.: 
Lt. :"'benezer". 

vi ii. ne;ijamin • b. 1 f>ec. lu77, a.ied yourrr.. 



- Cl -

JO?E?:rr3 :'L:.".'l'Ci'I?.R (:!!'rancis2, Robert) born in Concord, ~Uddlesex County, 

\~ss., 15 Apr. 1561, died tnere probably about 1744. He married. there, 

'7 June lo88, Mary Dudley, horn there, 9 Feb. laoG, died there, 27 Apr. 1705, 

daughter or ?rancis and Sarah {',"/heeler) Dudley and grand daughter of George 

'-','heeler. He probably married secondly, in Concord, 20 Dec. 1705, llJ.iza& 

beth Carter, who survived him, her identity not es yet established. 

:?rcmcis :,udley left no estate nor did his irife Sr~rah ·11eeler. He was 

not connected with the Governor DucUey :fanE.,:, as tar as nnyone knows, but 

was an early settler of Concord. Elizabeth Carter was probably a widow, 

her parentage will be settled la.tar. 

'l'he Josephs and the Saruels, who were cont8Z!lporariee in Concord, are most 

confusinc and it is difficult to 4isti::-..guish then by their deeds. 

to 1745 we note~ Joseph Jr., weaver Rnd clothier; Josq>h tertius, grandson 

or 1"r,_,ncio; .Toscph with ilife Hepsibah; e.nd '1~,. J'osephJ wheelwri~ht, who left 

wido\V :n i.zabeth in 1744-. 5'rcm the vitRl records and the Geneo.U>gy we 

clean that: Joseph Jr., weaver and clothier was probably that Joseph4 born 

1689, son of Joseph3; that Joseph tertius,, grandson of' J!°Tancisw was probably 

th: t roseph4 born 1536 son of Corporal Sanmel. 
3

, who married Hepsibah (Chand..: 

ler) Jones went to Acton where he died 1740 and whose son Daniel or Holden 

· settled his estate, a·.:ld that said Joseph did ,!!21 have first wife Elizabeth 

Carter as stated in the GenenlOf!,:n and. that "Mr,. Joseph Fletcher, wheelwright, 

wife .::lizabeth, a widow in 1744, was in reality Joseph3 Senior, born 1661, 

who married '.!!ary Dudley and 31.izabeth Carter. The deeds of all the Josephs 

and 8a,.11uels were read and abstracted in order to clear the matter. 

"e have seen that by deed of gilt, J'oseph's father, .Fricmcis li1etchar, 

gave him lands in Concord in 1~94. "'::ither Joseph did not record his deeds, 

or he had few :purchases and sales, for we i'ind vory f'f'JW deeds thr,t apply- to 

him. 
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There are however• three depositions, recorded in the land record~; which 

are or much interest; nll dated 27 Feb. 173:;-4: 

" Samuel Fl.etcher and Joseph ./letcber both of' Concord • • • both ;;o.ore 

than Seventy yeors of age testifie ••• that ••• there were three Separate 

I<'amiJ.ies that lived upon a }'arm :!"or1!lerly called Bricklers" etc. 

" Sa."'!11.lel :tletcher and J"oseph 216tcher or Concord both of them between 

70 end 80 yeers of age testifie • • • that • • • there were three Sepera '.-e 

families on the old Iron works land in Dwelling houses end. that they had 

L~provcc Land there in ~oncorc lo04 •• •" etc. 

'' Sa:;.iiel Yletclwr and Sa."nuel J'ones both of Concord of lawful ar;e testi:t'ie 

a.."ld sGy thnt • • • ·f Joseph ?l.otch sr· ot Concord had a Dwellinc hous;3 and 

L-':1proved lends ins id Concord in ••• one thounand seven hundred vnd fif-

teen • • • '' ('.Uddlesex Deeds 34:494) 

The said 8an11.1el and Jossph were of course brothers. sans of Francis Fletcher. 

7he i'ollowine; mny apply to our Joseph: 9 July 1734, Samuel Ile.ywi=:rd o:f' Concord 

s, lls to Joseph Fletcher of the snoo land there. (Ibid. 36:530) 

21 Apr. 1741 1 Jose:ph :?lotcher of Concord, wheelw,·_ight~solC to Sa..'l!Uel !1ob-

1Jina of Judbury., land in the east pnrt or Concord, beinf~ ikven acres, recorded 

1744. ( Ibid. 41.: 458) 

Sept. 1?44, Sanuel Robbins of Sudbury conveys~ •Elizabeth Fletcher 

relict or ·f Jo~·eph ::n,·,t.:iher" late of Concord deceased, all his rights to a 

seven acre tract in e~:r.t pF.,rt of Concord., rec. 1744.. (Ibid. 44:45!3) 

So we learn that Joseph died between April 1741 and septe:r:iber 1744• and 

that his wife -2::1.izabeth survived hin. Neither Joseph, his first wif'e :.1e.ry, 

nor rlizabcth le.~t cuy recorded estate. It is to be assumed that hi.s 

children shm·ed run.iccbly in :h.1s property at his decease, for there is no 

record. 
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'ire do know, as stated, that he held much laud trom his father J'rsacia,. 

in the east part of the town, that he was a wheel'Wl'ight by trade, but was 

held in r~spect by the inhabitants, as the term of "1~" was given to him, 

that he lived to old age (in fact l~vity seems to run in this line) and 

that by his two wives he had a large tamily born in Concord, wh& presumably 

settled his estate, without need ot, legal proceedings. 

Children born in Concord: 

By ";Tary Dudley, 

i • .Toseph4 , b. 7 June 168'J, living 1729, weaver, clothier, and "Jr"• 

ii. Benja.'t!lin, b. 1 Jan. 1690-91. 

iii. :.~amuel, b. 30 ;-Jov. 1692; m. Abigail Hubbard. 

iv. :·;benezer, b. 23 ·-".Br. lti94. 

v. ~:ary, b. 11 Dec. 1696 (m. Thomas Hubbard?). 

-vi. Jt"'rr,ncis,. b. 12 Xov. lG9a; m. Abigail Brooks. (Gen. states he a.. 170C 
1n Hew I-psw1 ch• r:: .H. ) 

vii. Jane, b. 29 lTov. 1?00. 

By ::uzabeth Cart0r. 

viii. Lucy, b. 22 Sept. 170J, d. 27 June 1727. 

ix. J.bigail, b. 9 July 1708. 

x. Lydia, b. ~': /:ov_. 1710. 

Of tho above children the Gen.ealogy (p. 32) onlt .,carries f'orward." Samuel 

and ?rb.ncis. 
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(In as much &s the wife or Lieutenant Ebenezer5 Fletcher (Samual.4 , 

joseph3, Frr.mcis2 ) was :?lizabeth4 netcher (Hezekiah
3

, Franc1s2 ) it seems 

fitting here to cive an nccount of her father, Hezekiah3 Fletcher. 

ozer and ?J.izabeth were first co.1sins once renoved.) 

Eben-

TJ""."7c'VT A'tis.., .• ,,. ,· . .-·,c~:rr; (-- · 2 R b rt} b th r m•'rn .,. h Fl t he .r.:·~-••'"'~-Ji..U ~--~ ,l .n;',,. l•J.-uuClS , 0 0 ro er O ,1, .i0S8p e C r, 

wheelwrirht, was born in Coucord, :-Jiddlesex County, c Apr. lo72, living 

.:r* 
there in 1?47. He :married there, ll :.1ay 1703, ~Jary ·,i'ood," daughter of 

Abraham ·•rood of Concord nnd -~udburj,·, who was also living in 17& 

It is quite possibl.o that they removed :t'rOill Concord to a. more western 

town, 1n ''iddlese.:c County. ·.':7e recall that '.'lorcester County embracio.;_; parts 

of \!idctlesex and Suffolk was established in 1732. 

Hezekiah WHS the y:.nmgest of ?rancis's sons that crew up to m.aturit;,r, and 

it wes not until 1702 that he received by deed of git't his portion of his 

father's estate. beinc a dwelling house, barn, land etc., in Concord. In 

1?33, when his older brothers, Samuel and Joseph testified to certain lane.a 

in Concorc1, Hezekiah did not np:pear. 

5 July 17021 Isaac '.'!heeler of ·oncord for three PQilln.da sol.ls to llezekiah 

l!.,letch·0-r of s,.-::,e woodland therE:, one of the witnesses wns 8emU.el Fletcher. 

( 'Iidd.1.esex Deeds 13: 5g5} ,, 

8 July 1702, Hezekiah :·1etchcr of Go~cord, yeoman, for six pounds conveys 

'o =:e•ija.min ,';Fhittff::iore of sar1.e 1 land there, sicns by mrk. ('r"i t: Joseph 

·:eri~1, Hoah Brooks, ~~e:nuel ·:eria..~, John 'Jeriem Jr. Recorded 1736. 

3?:159) 

13 Jan. 1~03, Hezekiah Fletcher of Concord, yeoman, for tWBnty four'pounds 

sells to Corporal Daniel Brooks of sa3e, meadow there, Signs by mark as does 

his wife ::Jary Fletcher. Samu:: 1 E'letcher one of the witnesses. nee. 1725. 

* See P• 32 Fletcher Oeneal·Jgy. 
**1.cc. to l:.ist. Chesterfield Rev. Abraham l'ood, first :minister there, b. 1748 
Sunbury, Harvard 1767, was a ne::1hew or :~,l".f {'lood) Fletohnr'? See p.14. 
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(Ibid. 25:174) 

30 Dec. 1703, ., I Hezekiah Rletcher of ••• Concord ••• Yeo.TJlSil tfor 

• • • five :pou.'lds • • 
w\_ 11 

• paid ••• "corp Samuel ti'letchcr ot-l:be f.'.ame • • • 

:-rusbandr'1nn ••• Coni'irme unto h:L"l • • • parcell of upland ,1; 2\Vnmp • •• 

Three acres ••• within ••• Concord ••• in ye Ea.st Pa"·'·. of y 8 Town". 

•
1•1t: :Jatr...l Stow, ·:~ -enazer -,~eria--n, J"ohn :·.reriam J'r. acknowledged 1719, rec. 

1720. . (Ibid. 21:190) 

6 f.ept. 17041 Hezekiah i'lct.chcr of Goncord, yeoman, for· el:::ven pounds 

:paid b/ Lionel ~Ioar of sffi:J.e weaver sells upland there, ·:ar-,1 releE;ses. Both 

'ii:b: :~en_:·ar.ain '':'hitt~more, l\.breha..---:i Ta:'lor, John '!erie...-n Jr. 

rec. 1718. {Ibid. 19:129) 

23 Jan. 170..i-7, Hezekiah ~·1etcher or Co:i.cord, yeoman. for sixty pound~1 

sells :':;ichard Stratton of Boston, miller, land in Concord. •··1 t : Sa'Ull 7 hip_:,s, 

Jos. '.':hi ttem.ore. (Ibid. 14:177} 

1 fpr. 1707, Ebenezer Stow or Concord for tirteen pounds sells Hezekiah 

itetcher o:f same land in e, st p8rt ot · Sa!ne. {Ibid. 14:252) 

12 Jan. 1707-6, John ''lhee.t sr., end ..'i:leHzer :nae.c Jr., anc. Hezekiah 

ll.otcher all or Concord, husband,;;en, r;ell land there to Se.mu.el Vhei,:t 0r., 

or srune. ·i:it: Beu 'a.min ~!:littemore, Joseph ff'lctcher, John •~eri~1 Jr. 

(Ibid. 14:177) 

4 July 1710, Hezekiah 7letcher of Concord, yeoman for seventeen pounds 

sells to B(n_'.ar.iin Hoar sa.'"1e, lend th-.ro, wifo 'fel"'J rele...:ses. ''lit: Lionel 

Hoar, :Tathaniel Ball, John :!erif;,"!I, .. Tr. (Ibid. 19: '.182) 

3 Jt1-TJ.e 1712, Hezekiah I::'letcher of Concord, h:tsbancr.llln, for one hundr··d 

pounds sells >!illiam Wheeler and John -auer both or sa.rne land there. 

18 :428) 

( Ibid. 

5 Oct. 1712, Hezekiah 1~etcher of Concord, yeama..~, for twenty four pounds, 

sells :'~pbrai!'l _';'ood of sa"'.le lend the:rc. (Ibid. 16:198) 
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2? .Apr. 17131 Hezekiah ~'letcher of Concord for eighteen pounds sells 

Dsniel Brooks Sr., or Balne, land there, wife :.!e.:ey releases. Wit: Joseph 

~'1eria.m., :roh..'1 Meriar.i J'r., P-nd ff'ra.."Tl.cis tf'letcher. Rec. 1725. (Ibid. 25:175) 

24: :ran. 1714-15, Hezekiah :-'letchat" of Concord, yeoman. for money Jnid by 

0 :my Honoured f'father in Law Abraham •;'ood or Sudhur:,," conveyed to him upland 

''formerly beloneing to m;:r Hon r d Father l'rnncis :?letchor". (Ibid. 17:5?9) 

2g f,~r. 171? • Hezekiah Fle_tcher· of Concord for one pound sells to 1Io.1;h

aniel ;'.towe of sa:rre "the whole Lott which was my hond f"ather Franeis Fl etch,,:rs 

lntt" in Concord. (Ibid. 25:239) 

lG :?eb. 1718-19, ITezekiah Fletcher o:r Concord for i'tlur h.:ndred pounds 

sells to ,..nmucl Ii'letclv;r Jr., or sa-ne, uple.nd there, ;Jar-3 releases. 

Joseph nnd John Y,eria..-:i. (Ibid. 20:205) 

31 ',!ar. 1719, Hezekiah ~•1,:itcher of Concord, for t<'1elve pounds sells Josa1m 

?letcher t ·rtius or sa;"le a rir::ht beloneinr; to the house lott which "~'fy honoured 

Father Francis ]letcher dedeasefi fol"'!!lerly lived upon". '<tit: James and Hebecca 

:anott. ( Ibid. 20: 3o0) 

2 '-'nr. 1721-2, f.braha.::1 "'1ood of :':udbury • housewright, flU,its to iiezekiah 

Fletcher of Concord certain houselot in Concord in east part of town. (Ibid. 

8 \1.nr. 1723, Hezekiah ?l,,,tcher or Concord, for one h1mdred pounds sells 

·!;o Joseph Fletcher same tertiua land in east pert or t;oncord. 

7it: Tin.0 >!inotts :Rebeca "Rigsbee. (Ibid. 22:!181) 

';ary releases. 

5 Tt'eb. 1723-4, Joseph netchsr.,Tertius, ot Concord sues Eezekinh 7letcher 

re above sale. (Ibid. 26:536) 

6 !!ay 1724.,- Hezekiah Fletcher of Cone:-rd for one hundred twenty pounds 

sells '1obert cum.·,u.ngs 91' sa"!lO lane in ConcorC., ;1a.ry releases9 -·1 t : Zachariah 

Davis, Jona Sall. 'l'i~:10 'Jino'bt. (Ibid. 22:703) 
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'cbraha--n Wood or ~?udbury mac!e an interesting will dated 23 11:pr. 1743, 

provnd 1 Jeb. 1747, it is evident f'rcnn its context that he disliked hie sons-

in-law. A brief abstract of his will follows: 

" I Abra.hem "food or S 1dbury ~reo;::ian • • • Being aged and I;it'ir~.-:.e qf Body 

• • • '1e.ke • • • my Lrrnt '"ill • • • to nzy- well Be1oved wife serah • • • my 

three Gr·-ndsons Samuel wood Cornelius wood and J!e.than wood all of Sudbury 

••• :Jy Dafter ?,iary :B'letcher the wire or Hezekiah ne 1.ch~,r ot Concord • • • 

my will in thnt hir sd Husband ••• sho11 not have any ordorinr. ••• of 

m1y of thc, sd m.0ney ••• :TJ two Darters narah willie the l'fii'e o-.r J"osiah 

,villis of '."':icEmry anc. to ray Dafter R.ebecah Blood the wife of Jonathnn Blood 

of Concord ••• :-";y Dafter Abicail Booth the wife of John Booth • • • 

sons Smnuol '!lood nnd Cornelius wood • • • Executors .. •· ,, 

'!l'itnosses: John Chene:, 
'YilliaJll "Falker 
Josiah :'.1ich:'.rd.son 

"Abraham '"Jood" 

'l'he three grandsons w~re sons or his son ;_brnha."l Jr., latcJ of .:~uabury de-

ceasef .• 

A receipt dated 14 Apr. 1749, "Hecei ved of Se..,-nuc l 'c'food and Cornelius '7ood 

the Sum of.' twentJ' !)Ounds Given to :7JY Honrd mother Yla.ry Fletcher By Her Father 

Abreha:1 ·;•ood Late ot. SudburJ Deceasd in IT.is Last '.'!ill • • • By JJe as Rer .Attorney 

'.Ht nesses, f,shu r Cutler, Nathan 7!ood. Abraham Fletcher" 

(~1,Ucdlesex County '?robattt25399) 

On the i'ace of it, it ,rould seem that the nev. Abraham '?ood, first settled 

:n.inister in Chesterfield, 1771, born in Sudbury, 174_8, P'..e.rvnd Colleg~ 1767, 

was cre~t rrPndson, not a non of !,braha,"':J. ··rood, te:-:tate 174~. 

was a cousin of J"oel6 ?letcher. 

At an:-· rate he 
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8hildren born in Concord: 

i. Hezekiah4 , h. 15 tee. 1704; m. Susan:ia -, a wealthy and influential 

man, physfainn, d. 1754 in :C:utland, '1a.ss., where he had re..":lOved tror1 

Sudbury, son Jr. /lpheuo a.. ~here in 1763. Dr. Hezekiah's sister, 

~-"'l.izabeth, wife oi' T.t. 1.1Jenezer5 f'letchor later removed also to 

RutlEmd. -:heir son, ,'\.hel0 , na.111ed a. son Alpheus 7 Fletcher."!" 

ii. AbrE!.ha--n, b. 20 Ja..,"1. 1700-7; m.. ~,iru:7 --- enc~ Bethia .'.ldrich, re-i1.. to 

~-:en don. 

iv. ··uua:1, b. 15 :>ec. 1710; m. Dorcas Heald, said to have rem. t:-1 Vernont, 

v. Jerusl1n, b. 17 Jan. 1711-12. 

vi. r-.ara.h, b. 22 2eb. 1714-15. 

viii. ''l!znbeth, b. 11 ··e}")t. 1720; n. Lieut. ·~benezer5 :'.'letcher, (h,:r cousin 

o:i.ce rer:1ovecl),, and with hL.71 ren.oved to 1Jp1Jcr .~ahuf:lnt (I:een0 1 ::r.n.), 

T:utland, llolden, :·;ewfHae, Vt., ani:-' Chesterfield, :r. E. 

* Both Drs. Hezekiah and Alpheus were proprietor§s clerks in ~utlena.. and their 
na.'00 s c:.:p.per-,r const ntly on the o~, rly records. In 1731 • the former then of 
-··110.bury boueht lane :!'!'l '"?utlnnd. They had :1ony deeds in '"oreester County. 
~=ezekiah le.ft no will but edninistrstion wos gr. on his est. 1751.'t, i;on Il!>heus 
the acn;,., heirs heinr::: ,vid. :~usa:rma.. P:lpheus de::cd eldest son, f.!On Thomas, 
da.u. Luc~· '"• of Cnpt. J"ohn Stone, dau. Susanna. w. of '.l.'homes ?.tcples, dnu. 
-:.'orothy docc, late w. of Lt •. :rose!Jh . .,,,ood. (':.1orcBster ,.,r·obde 21447 )' "ettle-
mcnt of son Alpheus's estate in 176:;. {Ibicl. 21440) 
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4 
.:iJI.M1Jta. .FlJr}l'Cm:R* (Joseph3 • 'J!ro.Dcta2 • i.obertJ t'lrst cousin once-removed o~ 

Dr. Hezekiah J.lletchcr. w·1.s born in Concord• lithldleaex County, M.."l.ss •• 30 :Nov. 

1692, liv-int:-; there in 1726, ctiod bei"ore l! ~ept. 1'151. He rinrried there• b7 

Justice ;.11note 18 Jan. l '121-2• Abigail Hubbard, born there, 23 Jnne 1698-9• 

died in Barree ·.1orcesu~r County, MatHhe 15 Apr. 1778• .;here her g:•avestone gives 

e at 
her name as. "AbiE,,."'1.il Bronctstreet w1dmv0 1 Aho vied," in 7 Sl yoor of her age"• 

daurhter or Jon, than arnl llanmlh(lUce)Hubbard. 

AbienlllHubhard) .Fletcher .!!¥1.rdod 111 concord, by Rev. Mr. D• .. nicl .iHlsa. secondly. 

,m,l as his sncond wife, 15 Oct. 1'151, CiqJt[iin Jon.-;.thr.m Bradstreet or Lunenburg, 

or him morf' nnon. 

Jow,than l:iubba.rti• fr. tl1er-1n-b.r: of Samuel ilotc.ter, r.nde n ·.•rill, ot ,·1h1ch a 

brief abstrri.ct f'ollowo: 

Se'lfin h\tttn!'{-'d :md t:-;GJ' ty four I .,1 .n..., ttt,n Hubburd of Lonc0rd • • • Yeoman ba1n1 or 

pe.r!'ot·t IT!inn and :·:1erri0ry • • • or,.1r.~;_n this l?\i' la~~t ·.vill and TestO!!ll:.lnt • • • 

ir-7··.J;1r11{ 1 ~ivr~ :md 1ier1u1n1.,h tmto my wcill b,.1lov-cri wife ll:mah ll'l.1buurct all my m·;,re

ablu1 in the hm1c,c i·or PV-er .<H11J the intlre use • • • of the .East tend of' m~ :house 

• • • also Wlrc-e 1A:iunlis of J·,011ey •••• uurillt, her vliuo0ahood • • • also ••• one 

cow ••• [etc.] 

lter.1 To my lJnut h Ler ,.fury lhvh I GiV't-: ono featr.i.erbod and a boulstor 

To r:r,y son J<lnn tl::an liubburd. thr1)e ;ounus of money ·:nu my cnne 

To f!J¥ 1-::.ut hter H:amah ~ample throe r~nus of roney 

!l!o i?tf Son :::1am11 Hubburd three ,c,tll'h; s of money and rey P"!Uft 

To my Son J oscph Hubburd th1•e pcnm,.:ts 0£ money 

!Co my .;;.aufhter .dizu.both licy,:,ood one ff:nther bed and a boulster 

--------· --------• ;;ieo pace 454 Jflotcher Gem,~--..logy. 
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To my Ion John Bubburd thr• e pounds of money 

To m:, Son. Daniel .Hubburd the one halt et 1113 villStle rlt::ht and three IX>unds ot 

money 

To my Son 'Thomf~s Jlubburd three pounds of money. and to l?\Y DaUl. hter Abigail 

Fletcher thre p· ,u .. K• •• .:tl so 

Item I give all ~ wearHi.c .Apprc:.:rnl unto ~ Sons to be equ..<:.lly Divided among 

them and my books unto ff.\V' sons and da,li_ htors •• • e:1unUy • • • 

Item l Give t:nd Beq_uu:i.th unto T:!J .ion }:.;benos-.er Hubourd whom r mn.ke tbe :1ole 

r Execut of his r.v l.i&t will.~• the rosictue. • • pa..ving out the Several leg-

acies ,.bove:~~:.,lti ••• I'rov!ding for r.w \'!'ife ••• and buryine her in cast~ She 

dies ~- widow • • •" 
ia tne,:;s, si ~-u,uel Jjt.•1"1am 

11111 i.'1.r.1 '.l -' <A 
timothy :~inott 

"J on·t than llubburd" 

The follo-,,,ing receipt is inclutted in the pa1E1·s of the estates 

"Sep{ 1'126 

These a~e to ccrti f.y hom 1 t rrny cxmcern that ·.ve •hose Ni-unes a!'O 

:Jubscribed• beil'l{: the RP1 ict .ihiow. :u1d children of Mr Jonan lh1bburd of (;oncord 

d 
late Dec: Do hereby Signify rul.u Ll:mifest our free consent unto the Proof' and Es-

t:.blishmt of the last ,/ill and 

hands -

John llubburd 

D:,niel Hubburd 

!l!l'lol'las Hubburd 

::hr.ruel lky--:ood 

t an 
Testam of said Jon Hubburd - As 

her 
Hannah H · Hubbird 

r.r,1,rlt 

th 
Jon Hubburd 

Snmuel Hubbard 

J OS£;ph Hub urd 

l:k\nnel flether 

.J.ianiel lhvis" 

,/1 tness ouzo 

(lttttdlesex Probate 12191) 
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Just as there were a number of contem_.ornry J'osepi .Fletchors of Concor<l• 'ba

t,.reen 1700 and rt45. the.re were also a number of oontem_pornry S:.unuel•• In the 

land records v,e notes Samu.el. cor:pornl, with wite };].izabeth, who deeds to aon 

~rnnuel for life cnre; S,,'lmue.1 Jr., houuewrir:ht, later ctropp1ne the "Jr.rt; am 

Samuel, yeof!Y'.n• all ot Concord • 
3 

!hese thl"ue r.lE'1l weret Corporal ~hmuel • son ot 

.F-ancis, born 165?• wife Elizr1.beth Jheeler, botb uied 1744; Sa;·uel4 Jr., housewr1eh\s 

3 
son ot Joseph , nermev1 ot the i'ormer, born 1692, nnrrled Abigail Hub'bard; nnd. 

4 3 
tJnmuel • yeol!!.'.1ll1 son or ~hr.uel • born 17011 mrried Robecca -• d1od. in Concord, l?7J 

our interest is wl th Samuel .Flletcher Jr., housewrlc:ht1 nephew ot Corporal S.:11111eL. 

first cousin or Samuel, yeor.:a11, .. ,ho -mar-rled Al,it;ail Hubbard und livecl in Concord. 

lle apparently 1r.d but the fe\'J land records noted below, n.nd there is no recorct of 

his estnte, nor thii.t or h1.s x1'iow' s in ol ther i\iiddlesex or ·Jorcester Counties. It 

· seems flJOst probable that ho lived .:=i:nd died ln Concord. 

3 Aur;. 1720• s1~muel J.i'letchor Jr •• of Cone;ord. housewrit_.ht• sells thirty acres 

there to Jon::than :3t•me of' same town. (Mhtdlasox Deeds 21:164) 

24 Mn.:, 1721• Samuel .r'le 1,cher Jr., ot Concord., houa<"wr![,ht• quits rit~hts on 

cei·tnin J.nnd thero to Jo:31ah Heywood of same town. l Ibid• 2ls386) 

11 .lJec. 1'122, Samuel .Fletcher ot Concord, housewr1Eht. setls to F.ath~miel 

Dillin($ or S.."ll':le• a h_ouse in ~oncord1 " in ·;;blch I now Dwell in the bilst inrt oE 

Concord with the Lr,nd", for seventy J.)Ouncis. (!bid.. 22:l.M) 

20 Dec. l'7i:l2, Samuel fl.;.;,c:tmr of Concord, housewrit;ht, f.or ninety sevon poimda 

sells lund in east 1:nrt of said. toc.m to ;-.:lth:.'llliel B:Ill or same. (Ibid • .23,52) 

Looking at these deeds casually, 1 t mi[.bt se•• as though 6-r!J!Jtlel sold hla ln

heri tnnce of l:inds in Concord, and rc-tr'.JOV'ed elsewhere. but be signed a receipt 1n 

1'728• rll"ob .bl,1 then of Concorde lSee Rubbo.rd i:.staaeh, his daucbter. Mary, mrried 

tllore in 1744; his son, gbenezer. r.nroried there 1n 17489 and his .widow• Able;'lil,. 
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mrried there in 1'151. 

A Samu.el .li'lotcher appenrs on a list uatcd 4 :Nov. 1'124• o.r soldiers who were 

pOated at Worcost.Gr• and \'Jere disr.tlssed that fall .from service. l!t-"188• Archives) 

4 
This service my apply to our Stll?luel .Fletcher. 

Accor-ding to the to~m recorus of .l.unenburg9 ;'{orcester Ci'lU.nty, idrrn&ef " PUrpose 

b6t-.dxt Capt Jon'.ithan .Bradstreet of l.unenburg & Mrs Ablgnll ~lecher or Con<?ord"• 

entered 17 Sept. 1751. And the C1mcord records cite that O Jon··tmn Bradstreet 

of .i..unenburc;h & Abign1l Pletcher of Concord", wors m:u-rieci by Rev. Ur. D:)%11el 

li11ss, 15 Oct. 1?51. 

Capt. Jonat.illm l:Srsustreet, son ot Capt. •doses and. Snrah(.Platta} (Prime)llra.4-

izad there, 15 May 1692, died after 1727 1 dauchter ot Jonn than and M.."lry .;hcele:i-, 

by whocl he n--ct f'our children, bor11 there, vis., S:-tn11el, born 9 A~. 1711, died 

1761, i.,lll'lonbt.trg, marrio<l 9 Nov. 1736, R0i·lley 11 Dorcas Spa.f.for-d; .Mary, born 5 :.1:~ 

1714, J!IS.l"rie<.i 10 Jrw. 1737-6 1 Eo.·ley 11 David. Chaplin; Jonathan 11 born 11 .Feb. 1719-20• 

nnrried 16 ~Jay 1'141, ;,unenburg., Olive ;}heelock, removed to ;Jinchondon-.,and ·later to 

Fi t.zwilliam, Chel;hiru Com,ty, :il .E.; and Sfmah, born 11 Jan. 1726-7, nnrrled -

Colburn. From his land records in Worcester Com,t,111 wa l{;r~rn that he flrGt par

chaead land in 1,unonburg• then of Ro ;lH;;, in 1'139. (Worcester Deeds 20:517, also 

see P?'oba te 6916 for tbwel) 

There are no l~!.nd. reco!"tls ot Jonathan and Abigail .Bro.dstroet• a in .Middlesex 

County. Jonathan Bradstreet made the .follovnnc will: 

" In the Na.me of God Amen :J!he :31;vu1tcenth Jk>.y of' April ••• one Thousand Seven 

!Iunired :mu fii'ty T.·o I Jona.than Bradstreet of .i.,unenburg • • • Gentleman • • • ordain 

this To be my .Last will •• • Imprimla To my well beloved ,vifo .. 'Lbit.,ni+ I will and ~ 

quooth ~he use 3lld lmprovflfnent of' one third of 11\Y Heal :h;stato Durint; the Term 
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that alie Remins 8" widow ADd a Room in ffJ¥ lmelling House vtz the .LmYer Booa amt 

a priviledge ill the Back .Room and Cellar And a 3eal in rq .l:'u.o ill the meetllllf'Boilia 

These ,Pl"iveledges to be mJoyed by Her Durine the term She Remains my w1d0 I also, 

Give to Her All the Household Goods She brou.f:ht to me at marrlcge .And a Cow w1 th 

pr!Yiledgee in the Barn to ~e:p a C0\'1 And rrJ¥ dll 1s That in Case She Dies .qr- wid8 

That she Shall be buried nut of my gstat& at the Direction of :iq,y- 1'~tors • • • 

Item To my beloved ~on 3ru!llel •. • 

Item To ny beloved Son Jon:~than • • • 

Itel!! ~o my beloved DaHthter Mnry Chaplin •• • 

Item To m;;· be l.oved Dn.uthter .3arah Colburn • • • 1If¥ Two sona ••• T• be the 

i..'wcu tors • • • 

Witnesses: Ruth Jtenrna 
Anllll X !r::.,1lor, her mark. 

'1ho w1(1ow l"lSSentE:d to the ,•:ill, 2 June 1757• and s.tenad by t!iarke 

(4orcestar Probate 6911) 

l2 .Mar. l"/68, recorded 1777 9 " •• • we Abi[.ru.l .Bradstreet of h'Utland Widow 

Jam thnn .d.L":uistreet 0£ .,.unenbu.rc • • • gentleman ancl Olive .Bradstreet wl.f'e • • •" 

couvey to Joshua lida.r t1n ,f Ipswich, .utsex Coun~, land ana mnsion house. bal"nS• 

etc., in .;..uneuburg• Jonat.hnn and 011 ?8 sie,n. Ablgai l signs b~ nnrl.c. ( rlarcester Deeda 

. 77 &297) 

17 AU{{• 1'?799 Dorccia l}rr-ulstreet widow, Lorens b'ovrler ·:71oow, George HeIU7 and 

Relief his wi.t'e, Abl~il .Bradstreet spinster• Vashtie Bradstreet spinater 9 all of 

J.Amenbur8• \vllliam Keuuall 0£ ~ow,Jsend and ;;ia.rah his wife, convq land to Joslllla 

Martin or .LuY,enburg. ·.vh1cb m:i.s set off to Abigail widow ot Capt. Jonathan Bradstreet 

as her dower, and also \fhat ;vas set oM t-0 the heirs of Samael Bradstreet, cteceaseca. 

llbid. 981186) 

After Captain lir:.dstrf·et•a death, 1 t ·;,tB evident thnt hla ·,ddow• Abigail• went to 



live w, th her eldes$ son, Captain Jonathan ,letcher1 1D that part ot Rutlaml• 

whieh in 1'176, was :,et ott to form the new town ot Barre. Here slle dled9 15 

Apr. 177b1 and w:,s buried there ns the ·;-:idow Abigail Broadstreet• aged e1fjlQ' 

years. There is no recorded settleelent of her estate. At the time or her 

death, her son9 .Lieutenant l~bcnezer Fletcher was living 1n Chester.field, N.H. 

Children born in Conco;-d1 

le Jotmthan
5

, b• 21 Oct. 17.22; qa. 1.Jary .Bullard,E.btgaU (_:_J Nd$9!'iJand 

Huldtlh (-) Bn.ngs. Brief notes concerning Cnptain Jonathan will be 

found on the next page. 

11. »ar.v, b• 15 July 1?24; m; 14 M.'lr. l''/44, Loncord9 Tlf!lOthy Larrabee o~ 

Cnncord. 

111. J~benezer;. b. 17 tJnr. 1725-6; m. 1aiznbeth
4 

Fletcher and i.n17(-)i'hrall. 

l Jom. ths.11 am ;;.benezer \'Tero 1robc'lbly mmed for ttmlr uncles Jonathan aJJ4 
J<;benezer Hubbard) 
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Capt. Jonathan5io ~·1etcher (San.uel 4 , J'oseph3 , ll'ranc1s2 , Robert) born in 

Concord, 21 Oct. 1722, died in Barre, I,Taes., between 28 !fov. 1'187 and 21 act~ 

1788. He married first, in Rutland, Mass., intention deted 26 Aug. 1748, 

: .. m:r .Bullard, born 1730, who died there, 13 Sept. 1756 1 aged twenty six; second-

*~ ly, in nutland, intention, 25 :;!ar. 175a, widmv Abigail 
(8-tmA.-n-) 

~Toyse ot ~udbury; and 

thirdly, in Barre, 8 Jan. 1786, · .. ~. Hu1dah Benge, who 

" 
survived hi.~ and mar-

ried acain in Barre, 23 July l 76Q, ;'!athias Stone of Clerernont, Cheshire County 1 

.An intention recorded in nutland is dated 21 '-·!ey 1746, J'onatben Fletcher 

and Luc~r Stevens, again note, intention there 14 Dec. 1748, Lucy Stevens and 

Senjm1.in \'.'illard, and finallJ' 14 Dec. 1753, l!llrrie.:'.e_ o:f' Lucy Stevens and 

Isam? ?ullard. 

:·:utlm1r1 was established in 1713, Barre set off .from the same in 1776. 

Ca-ptein Jonathan lived on Barre Hill and in 1741 i;enjamin Fletcher of Concord 

sold Jonathan J'letcher or Rutland lane on Barre F!ill. ('Vorcester Co. Deeds 

lG:108) :"here are rnany deeds of Jonathan recorded in '.7orcester County. 

He served as an officer, beine a captain, in the Colonial 'fars and there 

ur. :-:Jany records or his servic, s as such, being of particular interest to us. 

as his brother Ebenezer served as a lieutenant under hi~ in the sa.~e campaien. 

On a ::1t1:1ber of papers his sicnature appears, i.e. .Jonathan's autograph. 

Jonathan Fletcher appears on an order dated at :ror~hamJto'l, 30 ;,fay 175:i, 

signed by said .Fletcher and others, in Capt. ~.amu.el Hobin son's co., Col. 

Ti:iotby Ruggle' s Regt., res. :Jutland. {Hass. Archives 9:3 :152) On a bil-

letinr, account 1?58. (9G:343) On a billeting account 25 Jan. 1759. {96:3o2) 

See p. 454 li'let cher Gen. 
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:ronathan Fletcher appears on a return dated Rutland, 10 Apr. 1759 of' men en-

listed for the invo.sion of' Canada, rank, Captain. (97:111) 

ing roll 2? Apr. 1?59, rank, captain, autograph. {97:192) 

On a billet-

On a muster 

. roll at 3oston, 21 Feb. 1760, quality, cept•in, residence .Hutland, autograph. 

(97:378) v_.!,.lso appears on an account dated Hoston, 22 Feb. 1760, autograph 

siene.ture. {97:377) Again on a muster roll as member of a company which 

marched to the relief of Fort William Hem-.r in Aucust l;'157. Said roll dated 

'/lorcestor 2::1 Jan. 1759, quality, sergeant, .::arched .from Rutland to K1n4erhook, 

name spelled as "Flecherff {95:531) 

IT1s will dated, 28 Nov. 1787, proved 21 Oct. 1788, and signed by him1 in 

which he calls himself' "of Ba.r:r·e • • • Gentleman." .mentions :Wife Huldah (:f'rom 

the text, evidently a second wife) son Benjamin .11·1etcher, heirs of daughter 

!~elief Jennison deceased, heirs of' daughter Abigail ?arker deceased• to daughter 

· ·arr.1 Sea.rs, to sons l'k_;rnn, Jonathan, and Alpbeus, to daughters Marcy and Anna 

under t~enty one. ·•1ii'e end Capt. Jos,,ph Farrar ot Barre, executors, wit-

ncssed by Josiah Dana, Jenjn Lee, ··'m ;Ullson. :?rom the papers relatine; to 

the estate we learn that 'Jarna died before 1702, ''!e.rcy married William Russell, 

1ary ma· rief :loland ~~enrs, ·:ric.ow Huldah "ilarried ·~thias Stone, Jonathan ::rr., 

died l 7G7 le:~t widow "'."lolly. Ln inso·vent estate. 

('"orcestor ::irobate 21486) 

;;;1ild1·en ·horn in Butland and Barre: 

':Jy -,e,ry 1ulla:rd, 

Benjamin(~, b. 13 Aug. 1749, li ving.1788 .. ; 

11. l:..Clief, h. 13 :Tuly 17511 d. ~EJf._ 1788; ::n. 1773, Harre, Eopeatill 
.r;f4'l'U4,Fli:WJ~. - ........ . 

iii. _:,.!J'.v", b. 11 :7eb. 1754, d. 10 Sept. 1756. 

iv. £iena, bapt. 17 :?eb. 1754, prob. t\vin of a.hove, d.y. 

v. Abigail, b. 3 Ap~. 1753, d. bat. 1788; m. Joshua Parker ot Putney, 
7t. 1779. 
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tr1rr. }mr,i.m:zER5 FL.EI'CHER (rSanmel4, J'oaeph3, .Franc1s2, Robert) bom 1D 

Concord, '11 ddlesex County, ~,'lass. , 17 ~-Jar. 1725-6, son of Samuel and Abigail 

(Hubbard) Fletcher, living in Chesterfield, Cheab.ire County, u.n., in 1797*. 

He married, first, in Concord, 28 Feb. 1748, JUizabeth Fletcher, born there• 

14 ~-.apt. 1720, died before 1797, daughter or Hezekiah3 (Fre.ncis2) and Mery 

{'.7ood) ?letcher, sister of Dr. ITezekiah Fletcher. or Rutland, Worcester County,; 

'~ass.; secondly, in Chesterfield, 27 rrov. 1797, ·~s. 'fary Thrall, possibly 

connected with the nutland, Vt., Thralls. 

;shes been explained, Lt. 3benezer's first wife and mother ot his child

ren, was his first cousin once removed, his grnndfather jose·;h, and her father 

!-Tezekiah being brothers. !here is no recorded settlement of Hezekiah's 

esta.te. 

7hey i:nnediately re..'Tloved fro;-4 Concord to nutlend and after 1749 went north 

·to Up!Jer ft..shuelet, :I. !1. ( now Keene ) where Lt. Ebenezer had seen military ser-

vice. When the .:."rench and In,Uan Wars broke out .,,.fresh, she returne;d in 

:.ucust 1754 to :Rutland anc he soon followed her there. ':'hey were in Ilu-t'!" 

lend but· row yeers, entered the births of three children there, and about 

1756 the f'am.ily settled six !!liles south of Rutland in Holden. It is easy 

to 1..J.nderstan'..' this interest in Putland, for Captain .Tonathan, Lt. :Toenezer's 

brother, and !Jr. Hezekiah, :J.izabeth's brother were both of that town. Lt • 

.,.,be:nezer had service in the Colonial ''.'ru-s :rrom Holden. 

:as na""l8 disappears fr·om t],_e :~olden records about 1764, and after an inter

vnl or ab,::iut eleven years, he and his fan11:r were living in Chesterfield, a 

town. some tv,elve miles frc.:n. Upper Ashuelet. 

ed ,1ith his u:1clc in Barre ~rill, Rutland. 

The son Jerr1es evidently remain

Lt. Ebenezer then continued to 

live in Chesterfield over t·,renty years, the last record we have ot him, being 

his :.l.8Triace in 1797, althm1r,h he '."!la.:r have been li vine: in his son .Abel's f'am-

ily in 1800. 

ii: See ·;i. 454 21ctcher Gen. 
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As :ror the interim between 1764 end 1775, at that time he doubtless had. 

returndd north to the Ashuelots and vicinity, the French Wars had ended, and in 

1771 was 11 ving in ?lewfene, "findha'r!l County• Vt. 

I'erhe.ps it is well here to rive a few notes concerning the ver,ious towns 

in which he lived.* Concord, of course a very old town established 1635 in 

'-~iddlesex County; ?utland established 171~~, end in that part of ~.-!iddlesex set 

otr to :f'orm ":orcestor County in 1732; Holden established in 1741 from northemi 

'7orcester, ond about half way between 'Vorcester c.nd Rutland, all in ·rrorcester 

County. In 1737, Sa::nuel Chamberlain of '1i·esti'ord, r-rass., called together the 

rirst meeting of the proprietcmsot a new grant of land, north or Kortr.field, 

:,re.as. , called as Ashuclot. 'J.'his lend was what is now the southern port ot 

Che.shire Cotmty, :I.H. From this grant, various townships were chartered 

about l 7b2, \ownship nwnber one
1 
becerne CheJJtertwld; number} two ''lestmoreland; 

_nwnber three, '7alpole; and nur!lber four, Charloatown. Upper- .P.shuclot granted 

1737, was rechartered as Keene in 1753, Lower l:shuelot became Swanzey; ;:;nd 

. .\rlincton becarne known as '.'inchester, now ~:nown as :-tinsdale, all in Hew Ha.'11J)-

shire. '!'ho orir,inal grant was .'!10.de in 1'133 to Josiah ·~11lnrd E:nd others. 

'!.'here was no real settlement of Chefitert'ield til about 1761, the town records 

be~in 1757**, the early proprietors' records were burned, anc no one know~ what 

has b!~ccme oi" the old church records, alt110ur,h the first church was established 

therF.: i:1 1771. (Rev~ _1. hre ham ·i'.ood as pe. st or ) 

* In ::-ecard to the recort".s of these 0·towns, the town me,~tinp: recordR ere extant, 

and were personally reed in Chesterfi.eld, 1-ffitland, !:lll! Holden. Chesterfield 

and :Tolden church records ore not extant, J.'utland are extant ond l'lere personally 

exer:iined. Goncord church records are lost prior to 1'738, I em tr~'inc to hsvo 

the dis::iiasions read. 

** "here were 365 inJ1c1bitants o.Z (;hesteri'idd in 1'767. 
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An exa.~ination of the Keene records was ;made for Ebenezer Fletcher. 

"Upper .Ashu.elot Proprietors Hecords" 1'1&3-1786, no mention. 

"Upper Asbuelot :::-X-oprietors Records" 1746-1763• no mention. 

Town Records ot Keene, Town '.!eet1ngs, 1753-1756, 5 ,11ar. 1754, 
''Choose :.':benr necher .Benjamin 'l'wichel and '.?iilliam smeed sarveyor of High
ways". 
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Keene and vicinity autfered from the Indian forays beg1nn1ne about 1754 

end that 1s evidently why Ebenezer sent his wite and :fibres children, and later 

came himself, to Worcester County. 

The followine abstracts of deeds prove that Lt. Ebenezer Fletcher was ot 

Keene, }r.H., in 1754, ot ?Iewtane, Vt., 1771, and by 17761. ot Chesterfield• 

:r.H. We already have proof' that fran Keene he went to tiutle.nd and Holden, 

!Jass., that in 1748, he was ot Concord, Mass., and in 1749, ot Rutland :Crom 

whence he went to Keene. 

19 Apr. 1754, "I ~benozer ]"lecher ot Keen in the ~rovince ot New IJampshire 

••• ye,)nan For ••• Thirteen ?ounds Six Shillings and Eight -Pence ••• 

Paid by Benjamin Guild or Wrentham in the County of Suffolk • • • ·.n:assachusetts 

Bay .To:,ner • • • f',ell unto !:iD. • • • Tr:-:ct ot Land • • • in Keene • • • Twenty 

Acres ••• being a part or four House Lots {No) 55:56:57:58 ~on ••• 

?Iine Lott Plain • " • • 

7:1 t: --phrai::n Dor:i.an 
Ichabod Fisher 

"Ebenezer Flecherff 

Acknowledged at Clmberland Co., 1r.Y., 24 Sept. 1771, before Bamll "7ells J".? • 
.Hecordec. 26 Sept. 1771, by Josiah Willard Recorded. 

(Cheshire County, n.H. Deeds 2:82) 

ll Sept. 1754, "I L'benr Fletcher or Keene in ye ?rovince ot New Hampshire 

in N'ow .:~ne-land Husba."ldman 7or ••• Eie}lt !"ounds Ten shillings nnd !!:ight Pence 

• • • .?aid by Jonah ~·rench of ye Same Town • • • cordwa.iner • • • i--u1 tclaim 

unto -tho sd. Jonah • • · • l•'our /..eras .,.G. tow ?ole of :,leadcm Land lying in Keene 

• • • :=:aid Lend is !"art of a first Devision o1' "3ight acre Lot ot ,~eadow Land 

:-ro. 24 laid out to John ··~tt by ·/irtue or house lot ::o. 4 • . " • • "Ebenr. !!'!etcher" 

·.·•1 t: 'I'i tus .9cld inc 
.'.";e~nl Larrabee 

Acknowle<;ged at ~.'estrn.inster, Co. or Cumberland, 15 Sept. 
177:3, botore -~m. Willard, J.P. Recol"ded lo Sept. 1773, 
by Josiah ·7111ard, P.ecordei":. 

(Ibid. 3:337) 

23 Sept. ll~ '' I J:benezel" Fletcher of Hew Fane in the County of Cumber

lane .::.~ "'rovinoe of !Te\V York Gentle·:tan ?or ••• One Hundred Pounds •• • paid 
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••• by Vriu ITillson of Keene in the County ot Cheshire & Province or law 

Hampshire Husbandman • • • conf'irm to him ••• Land Containing lrinety acres 

Lying on the east Beach hill • • • .5.:; are Lots mmber Sixty eno. Sixty one & one 

half of Lott number fi:f'ty Eigti.t -!r.. halt' of Fifty Hine • • • • "Ebenezer Fletcher" 
' ' 

'Ji t : .:.amll '.';ells, Acknowledged 24 Sopt. 1771 at Gwnberland Co., zl. Y., 
· 1elach Church. before Sa.~11 ~ells, J".P., Recorded 19 June 1773 1 by 

Josiah '.'lillard, Recorder. 
(Ibid. 2:321) 

? ·:ey 1??3, " : ?.benezer .::C'letcher ot :rewfane in the County ot Cumberland 

and Province ot ~Tew York Gent f'or • • • Eighty pounds • • • paid to me by 

Luke Y.nowlton or New:t'ane ••• :?.sq •••• coafirn to hL'!l ••• land ••• 

in ~Tewfane ••• Lot Ho. ?Uneteen in the first Division of Lots ••• f'itty 

acres ••• I.gr. eablc to the S·trvey and plan made by Capt. Charles Baker in the 

year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and seventy two n • • • 

:'!it: ?hinehas Snith 
_Joseph Gleaso::i 

"Ebenezer Fletcher" 

Ac1'"..nowled~ed 20 ~:ray 1784 ''Jindha.11 Co., before f,a.~uel Knight, 
J.?. ; .iiccordoa 22 .Tune 1784 by Luke 't:n.owl ton '.i'own Clerk. 

(Newfane Deeds 1:435) 

• • 

lE Jun. 17?¼, ~:10:rteaco, "This Indenture '.Ta.do the Twelf'th day of January 

• One 'i'h01.lse.nd Seven :!11.mdred a 1d ~eventy four Bet\vt:en ::benezer Fletcher 

of :rcwi'tme in the County of Cumberland <?G ?rovince or N"ew York C'..ontleman of 

the first ?art !,nd Lume I:nowlton o:f.' New.tane • • • Eeq111re of the Gecond Part 

'71tnesneth: '.;.'h'.:t the s·:.id party 01' the first part for •• • Eir,hty 'Sight 'Pounds 

JJineteen 3hill1ncs & ~ano :?once ••• el.ready by him received ••• confirm 

unto the said pert!r of the second part • • • Lend • • • in • • • Newfane .... 

Lot :r•.c11b(,r 'l'welve a :f'irst Division Lot • • • fifty· acres. • • And all the 

edificofl thereon ,, 
• • • 

'.'.'it: ?are.h Ball 
"Sa:-1uel .li'letcher" 

••;::1>enezer Fletcher" 

.Acknowled,::ed 20 ,;,ay 1784, 1Yindlusm co., before 
Damuel Knicht, J.P., recorded 22 June 1784 qy 
Luke Y.nowl ton, Town Clerk. 

(Ibid. 1:143) 



14 Mar. 1776, mortgage. "This Indenture Made the Fourteenth Dey or March 

One Thousand Seven Hundred and Seventy Six Between Ebenezer Fletcher ot Chester

field in the County of Cheshire in the Province of New Hampshire ••• Gentle~ 

o~ the first part 

And ~amuel Fletcher of Chesterfield • • • Labourer of the second Pert 

"Iitnesaesth: that the said party of the :first part for ••• Forty Pounds • • • 

confirn unto the said party of the second part ••• Land ••• in ne-wtane in 

the County of CUI:lbe.rland and Provine a:. Ne\v York {viz) the Lots !Jutibered 

Thirteen and Fi:L"teen in the .?ourth Division containing Fifty acres each Lot 

• • • And all the ~~dif'ices thereon .. • • • "Ebenezer Fl etchor0 

''lit: l\.FlOS Hubbard 
"Abel Fletcher" 

Lclmowledged in Cheshire Co •• 8 nov. 
1788 by :st>enezer Fletcher before Jonathan 
:~ildreth9 J .f. • recorded 8 ?Iov. 1788 
by Lclk:e Knowlton,. Town Clerk. 

(Ibid. 2:19) 

The History of Keene H1entions the French and Indian Wars service o:f 

Ebenezer Fletcher at the two Aahueleta in 1?48• Pna a~ain his service in the 

Revolution as an of'ficer in 1776. 

ins records there fron 1749-1756. 

A search has been made of the town meet-

'The i'irst town neeting of Newfane (now ''.'indham County, Vt.) was hold• 

17 ·-ray 1774, and our Zhenezer was chosen ":Joderator" of the meeting. snd also 

one oi' the two "Overseers of the ?oor", there is no further mention or him in 

the town meetinf" recorc:s. nor do the vital records of' Keene or Newfane mentione 
- ,Jq 

;rewf;,ne some eleven miles from the Connecticut Tiiver, m.s first granted 

in 17!J3 a new charter given in 1761, nnd in 1772 a new erant ma<lo by the 

Governor o:f }few York to vertain :uen of Mew York City, who in turn sold 1t to 

Luke Kno:'Flton and .Tolm Taylor o:f "!!orcester County, Maas. The town was first 

settled in 1766 b:~ ::ronathan ?ark, Nathaniel Ste<L"lan, and Ebenezer Dey, all ot 

Worcester County, ~-18.ss. It was probaoly soon after this tl:at Lt. Ebenezer Fletcher 



settled there. 
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For several years it was necessary to transport everything 

to N'ewfene troro.Hinsdale, N.H. The population in 1'171 was titty \wo, the 

church established in 1!74. Luke Knowlton, born 1n Shrewsbury, Maas., 1758, 

was a soldier at Crown Point, and 1t is ;Jrobable that Ebenezer bewama·inter

eated in the new town trora his associates in this war. 

Lt. J!."'benezer has no land records in Middlesex -.in,ty • and only- three on 
-:,. 

record in Worcester, the rest qt his dealings being recorded in New Hampshire. 
' . 

23 June 1756, "Ebenezer .i!l.etoher ot Rutland ••• Husbandl!Jan For ••• 

_ fteniy :<:ight poUllds Two Shillings and Eip,ht Pence • • • paid by James Mul.

holand of Rutland ••• confirm unto him ••• Land ••• in the ~est ~ing 

of r-utland " ••• 

Witnesses: J'ohn Deen, 'Ullrn Thomas. No release of dower. (Worcester Deeds 

37:559) 

20 Dec. 1759, "I Richard Flagg of Holden ••• Gentleman For ••• fifty 

three pou...,de Six Shillings & Eight pence ••• paid by lbenezer Fletcher or 

Said Town • • • conf'ir!il unto hL'Il • •• Land ••• 1n Holden". (Ibid. 45:456) 

1 f;fay 1764, "I Ebenezer Fl.etcher ot Holden • • • Gentleman .For • • • one 

hundred rounds • • • paid by noss 11f'<fl!l8.n of Shrewsbury • • • Blacksmith • • • 

confirm unto him ••• Land ••• in IIolden ••• One hundred & Fifty Acres 

••• " Witnesses: Dan1 ··:cFarland, Artemas Ward. Recorded 1755. :·To release 

oi' dower. (Ibid. 52:168) 

[Among the other Ebenezers I note, Ebenezer ot Westtord who bour.,ht 1772 in 

Ashburnham, Ebenezer of Sutton who later settled in Croyclen, N.H., wite Lucy. 

and after 1800, Ebenezer ot ':Vorcester] 

"Names of Persons who owned the Baptisum.l Covenant having been baptiaed 

in Infancy The Time &.c ••• 1749 ••• 

Deer 3 "P':benezer 11'1.etcbar & his Wife" (Church Records of nutland) 

J.mong the baptisms in the same first church or Rutland, note: 

"1749 ••• Elizabeth or L"'benezer Fl.e1;char" 
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6 Apr. 1755, "Samuel of Ebenezer Fletcher" 

10 Apr. 1757, ".Ja,ies of Ebenezer Fletch0·r" [printed records in error give 
baptism as 28 Feb. 1757• whereas 
he depoaez he was b. Rutland, 
20 Feb. 1757) 

(Ibid.) 

There are no dism1ssion5 recorded until 1818. 

13 :Jay 1755, "lamed from the town or Rutlend ["i-Varning out•• was practised 

by the towns f::·om about 1750 to 1800, merely meant that the newco!l'ler so warned• 

if he became iJ:-rpoverished, nust be cared for by the town from whence he came. 

It did not in any way 1!1ply, that he or she, was e.t all undesirable. 

times these wa.rninr;s were f'iled with the County Court by the towns I, "13 Hay 

l '75!:>, Fletcher, "'1.iza. , 3 ch. .fro:i Upper Ashuelet, N' .n. Aue,. 1754. Eben-

(~orcester County Warnings) 

As :;benezer and wife were members of the church in Rutland in 1749• and their 

eldest child. ba1)tised there thet sa:1e year, it would seem quite clear thst they 

lived in Upper .Ashuelet f'ro!"l about 1750 until August 1754, when his wife re

turn,,c1 to Rutland, snd where he followed her. 

:?ram tho =-:utl1·nd Town Proceedings: "The 'ili:f"e of :Ebcmzr 7letcher & 3 Children 

!"' .1izabeth. ~'":beaezor, e.nd Sanuel] wernd out or tmm in ye year 1755"."l'::'beaai.. 

:?letcher "!arn d out of 1'own in the year 1756" 1749, ap1>0inted a ··hogreave~· 

"Ebenzr :'.:letcher•·; allowed for ra.tes in :;es.rs 1755 end 1756, "Ebenez1" Fletcher". 

:Jo other :,ention in sa:ie fro: 1748 to 1780. (Rutland. 7own Records orif:inals) 

l:'ro~1 :Holden Tmm nroceedine;s: " 'l'o see i.f the 'J.'own will abate all or any 

part of the 'Heats o::' .,r3rs ~1'.bcnezr :'letchers others ,rllow were Last year in His 

·.iajesties Service'', Annual meeting of' 1759. "Rates Abated Voted that the 

crtivlc in the werninr, to able the :'?atos of :f Ebene·;er Fletcher and ot others 

end it vms ·:oted. to -put it of to the --~ey trfeeting''• These rates were abated. 
ff 

1761, in n la:r out of road, "Becin :i·1e; at the House of Lout Ebenezer B'letchers • 

l? ::ov. 1?52, "these :·!en ,1ith their wii'es :3eated in the fore Seo.ts • , • 



~benezer Fletcher~, this 1n reference in seatinc the meeting. 

Records orieinals*) 
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(Holden Town 

In a list of the inhabi)ants of TTolden, 1760, no mention of 7>enezer, in 

a like list there 1773 no mention. 

in t ,;e latter had evidentlj• removed. 

In the form.er instance he was in service, 

'Ye have seen thnt in the town records ot Holden, nention is made o:r Lt. 

Ebenezer beinc''i.n His :Jajesties serviee'', :rurther confirmation of which: 

::;benezer Fletcher, muster roll at lioston 1 2 Hov. 1748, Centinel ander 

Capt. Josiah ·-'!illard Jr., :rrom 2? '-';er. to 26 ::ct. (':,!ass. Archives 92:152) 

Ibid. at Bostori, 19 Apr. 1749, Centinel under Capt. Josiah ·nnard :rr., 27 Oct. 

to 4 Dec. {Ibid. 92:185) 'l'his service was at the ho /.shuelets. {I;.;'.) 

Ebenezer Fletcher, muster roll at Boston, 2 June 1757, unfi,,r Capt. Sa.'!'luel 

1ra8, a private, at Crown ?oint, residence ITolden. (Ibid. 95:42) i\t ··,rorcester, 

muster roll of cleto.chment o:· me!l of '~apt. Joh.:1. :Ji~o's Go., Gol • .Toh .. '1 ChamUer's 

:rr. 1 t'ep,t., at I•'ort '.'Jilli em TTenr-.r, a private, marched rrom ITol den to Shetf'ield. 

(Ibid. %:540). 24 ~'a:r 1758 1 on 1'i billeting roll of Capt. ''hilip nichard-

son's ~:o. 1 C:ol. 'J.'imotby Rur;sles .Reet. , enlisted 27 .\pr. 1758, roll made 24 ;ay 

1'?08, 27 de~,s. (Ibid. 96:121) On an order at Northampton, 30 './fay 1758• 

sis11ec. by sa i cl ?le· cJ-:er and others in '.:";apt. ~;_)hil ip ?iichardson' s Co., Col. 

'I'i::1othy Dwip:ht. (Ibid. 96:1?5} lieturn at .,.iorceater, 11 J...pr. 1759, se-r-ved 

'..tnder Col. John C:hanc1ler rr1 •.. Re3iment 1 ar;ed 33, reside'.1ce Holden, enlisted 

2 2\pr. 1759 1 for:-aer service at Lake George ete. (Ibid. 97:124) 

::benezer Fletcher, Billeting roll certitted at Brookfield, 27 ;\pr. 1759, 

of Ce.pt. Jone.than Fletcher's Co., Col. 'l'i:.-:iot~r Ruegles fo;gt •. enlisted 31 •trr. 

175v, roll dated 1 ~1ay lr•9, 31 daJs, ran;.;: '.?econd Lieut. (Ibid. 97:192) 

At Boston, muster roll, 21 Jeb. 1700, Wlder Capt. Jonathan Fletcher, 2nd Lieut., 

residence Holden, enlisted 31 "!ar. to 7 3ept. }:!.ndorsea on expedition to Crown 

Read 1755-80. 
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?oint. (Ibid. 9?:378) :,!uster rol1 at Bosto~t, 21 Feb. l?oO, ;.:ider Capt. 

Jonathan .Pletcher, at ~iolden, 8 Sept. - 30 ::-rov. E:xpecition to Crown ~int. 

First Lieutenant. {Ibid. 9?:3?:J) 

(IJassachuaetts State ,~rchives) 

Followi11f; the interi:-l of 1754-177:i, ,;re now pick up Lt. ::fuenezer in Chester

field, X.H., and r,:ive brief abstrncts of his deeds: 

[The 71.etcher Genealoe:,r paf:c 454 gives the :followi11g account of our :=".benezer: 

" F."u::.c:r-;-z:rn5 (7279) b. -:ar. 17, 1725-G; :Ji. ;":J.1zabeth Fletcl:er ( ), Feb. 
28, 1748; res. 'utlan~, ·~ass., where all his children wore b., viz.:-
7284. i. ;;11zabeth , b. Jan. 4, 1749. 
7 ,,,,.. • · C"""!. 6 b • 6 17r.:2 
~~~• . l:. ._:u~nezgr , : .c,ug; , ,, :,,, • 

7""S6. 111.. ,a.. 1uel , b • ..:,pr. ,, 1 175-a 

These children are not carried forvard, nothing nore is Give~. 

The 7"istory of Chesterfield, pac,·· 316, a very :nixed account: 

"Fletcher, t:benezer, is said to have been a brother of J,bel ?letcher (l) 
Bis wife was · •ary Calder (?) Jan. 15, 1777, he was appointed a lieutenant by 
the ~l".TI •. Assenbly. T"!e probobzy d. in Chfd. TTis ch., so tar as aecertainea.,. 
v,ere Silas, John ( both of ivho.'rl re11.. to Canada); ·n111am, Daniel, :1izabeth rl. 
---- ~:ofr"1all; .:usan.,a, ".":benczer, d. young.'' ] 

Ches?-.ire County de ds bep;in in 1771 1 prior to that all ~few J:ampsh1re deeds 

known as the ?rovincial Records are at Concord, there 1s no :nention ot any 

~benezer Flotcher in the ?rovincial ~ecords. 

23 Jan. 1 ?:>5, "'µhra ir.'l !!ub:.•ara (b. Rutland of the Concord f'a.-:iily] of Chester

field sells to "'7oenezer .fletcher of :-a~1e,. ge:itleman, land there being lot num.

bcr three tenth ranee, dhere said '))hrAim. now lives. (Chester.f'ield Deeds 1:190) 

23 .Tan. 1775, 'l'imothy Ladd of' Chester:field gentle'!lB.n sells to ?.benezer 

Fletcher sa.'ile, land there beine lot munber three eleventh range. (Ibid. 1;190) 

l ·.-•or. 1'7?::>, Peter ':'!'heeler of Chesterfield yeO!!IBn sells to "Ebenezer Fletcher 

or Chesterfield, gentleman, land there beine part ot houselot number one in 

the twelfth range. (Ibid. 1:180) 

13 E'eb. 1?79 1 J'osinh ··:1nard of ·=•1nchester, N.H., sells to ::fuenezer Fletcher 
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of' Chesterfield land in Chesterfield. (Ibid. 10:330) 

9 '-Jay 1787, l'..'benezer .Fletcher of c;hesterf'ield sells to Timothy Ladd ot 

sa~e. (Ibid. 12:20} 

13 Sept~ 17£k-, ~~benezer :B'letcher of Chesterf'ield sells to Abel Fletcher 

[his son] of same land there being one hundred acres. L-t nur:iber three in 

eleventh rango, also part of lot mmber three in tenth range. (Ibid. 18: 389) 

There ere no further land records for our Lt. Ebenezer, :1or any recorded 

settlement of bis estr•te, nor any of his two wives. It is probe.ble that he 

_mey have buried his first wife soon after 1790. A careful s~arch of all 

three of the old ereveya:-f1s in Che, terf'icld have fe. iled to help in this report. 

The ).asociation '.::'est at Chesterfield 1776 was signed by the followinc 

.i!'letcher: "~:a:.c1uel £le' cher11
; a:aone the thirteen :•rho ref'useC: t-~, swear allegiance 

to the Colonies, and th·1s defy the !':inc at this tL11e was "Ebenezer Fletcher .rur". 

Papers, 30:32) 

"3:bebezer •. -letcher, Sr., or Lt. "?~ehezer. as we know hin1, does not appeer• 

doubtless because he .1as at ~hat time away in service. It 1s estimated that 

of th')SC v1ho actually enge.r,ed in the Revolution, only about one third have 

their services recorded, pension af'fidavits prove this, hence we are not sur-

prised that there is no recrJrd of his service that ye,=r. In 1776• Abel, 

Joel, and Ja'11Els, were _,iinors, hence do not appe· r on the Test. 

11J"ournal of the ~rouse" [1777] "'.'!ednos ·ay, Jany 15th , 1777 • -· t d • • ·10 e , • • • .;_. 

'lhat Lieut, John Gregg of '(een be o Captain 

1~benezer .netcher, of Che~·tcrfield 1st Lieutenant 

B ._:_.. ..,11· f .. 2d •·1 t enJ w.:.u.n i. 1 s, o 1 .een u eu 

(Ibid. 8:466) 

l ??7, 'Lieut. :.:benezer Fletcher of C:hesterfield 3rd Battalion, Continental. 
··\.,,__ 

(Jonathan Hubbard, JToenezer's uncle, was one of the original proprietors of 
Chesjserfield.) 



Regt. of N.H. (~T.H.nev. Rolls 1: 555) [no pension] 

Chesterfield Petition for a Lottery to Build a Road [1786) 

"Bbenr ~letcher 

Committee for Che ste:ri'ield" 

ll.isha nock\vood 
(~etition not granted) 
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(:J.H.State Papers 11:345) 

Chesterfield ryetition ror Incorporation or a School [1790] {Chesterfield 

.Academy) among the subscribers were: ''Ebnr ?letcher • • • /• bel F1ctcher • • • 

1 . 
Sa"!! .:!'letcher • • • " 

(Ibid. 11:350) 

Chesterfield Town T:ccords: 

Jan. 2,. 17?8* * * 

o ?o :"'..car the Peport of Leut J'.!ber Flitcher Leu1 Fockwood and Laut l!'"'airbnnk 

a GO!lll!li.ttee chosen to -::enJluire into the ao ~ounts of Deen ~31las Thompsons a.nd 

Capt 'Tartin ~a;-ner they being a Connitte Chosen to Lay out 715 on the out side 

of the meeting house 

(Lout .'.:'litcher and "said :?litcher" are aeain referred to 

on the so :e page in connection with a "'Pue" which had been sold 

to ::.~r,vid Stoddarc "Dec,:·ased'' and for which ?letcher was willine 

to pay the sum it was first sold for) 

{Yol. 1:23?) 

'"ar. u, 1782* * * 

0 Chose Leut ·-~ben :➔'litchcr &. La.rrence i'la1ton tiding men (Vol. 1:298) 

8 1791* * * , 

3d Chose Lieut 3benezer 2letcher Grandjurj,~an ror the ~erm of one Year. 

(I'.-,id. p.4:1S) 

In volt.L.r:ie one, pagcrn, 30, 373, and ~74, reference is made to l'.."benezer5 

?!etcher :r., the son, in l 781 z.n!: 17881 v1hich will appear under his account. 
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1783, rl>eneze1· ~'!etcher was a selectman. In 1781, he was one of those 

who su':>ecribed to the Vermont J1rticles as ot 7la.sh1ngton County, Vermont. 

!t is unf'ortunate that the ch·rrch records o:t' C~sterfield cannot be located, 
1 

tl1e old first church, of' which Lt. Ebenezer was a member, as see the fore~oing, 

was Congregational, the meeting house and town hall were one building, which 

burned down 1n 185~. The ch:irch was disbanded some thirty years ago. the last 

minister being :'\ev. :1r. Sin~1et'.:, a let';er to h :ra, brour·ht a reply from his 

executors, ·.tho stated that ::mch p.:eneeloeical date had been found among his 

effects but had not been as yet examined. Behind the site of the old build-

ing, is a very fine old r,ravcyara. r. t}avaee, the present '..lethodist minister, 

has been most helpful, in tryin0 to locate the old CongregationEil records, and, 

in copyinr, ~hese old stones. Tho town records are at present at Concord, 

-,;·here they are beine co9ied by the State. 

'i'h._ tax lists ot 1-utland and Hoiden~ :·~sa., and or Chesterfield, rr.n., are 

not extant. 

'.:'he census of ~Tew Jia:npshire :for 1790 listed but three .Fletchcrs in Ghester

fielc, ~bol ?letcher, three males over sixteen, four under, Bnd two females; 

jiSa~el 1netcher, one male over sixteen, two under sixteen, and f'i.-e fer:1ales; 

aad :J>enezer l'letcher, trio :males ov-or sixteen, none under and two fe:1ales, that 

is h"nself, son Jool, wife, and daughter Lucy. :fuenezer Jr., had evidently 

removed by thc.t -1.; b.o, to 2-!e,v :!ork State, flnd Ja::ies had r;ono by 1784 to ~ood

stock, -:t. 

By 1!300, there was only one of ::benezer's sons left in Chesterfield, being 

~bel 71etcher, who is listed there in the census of that year, with four males 

under ten, two between ten and sixteen, two between sixteen and twenty six, 

and one between twenty six , na forty five, and one over forty fi·,rn; t,lso three 

:reriales under ten, four bet,1eo:1 sixteen and twenty six, and one between twenty 

oix and forty five. 
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3:benezer h11118eli" does not appear, it is probable that he had deceased b.r 

that time or was with Abel. 1'he la st record we· ha.Te ot him is 2? Nov. 1797 • 

when "Lt Ebeneser Fletcher" of Chestertiel.d married "Mrs. ','1e:ry ~hrall". 

(Town Records) 

Now the Fletcher Genealogy- page 401, states that a James Fletcher, son ot 

a certain Timotey4 (Semuel3, Francis
2

, Hobert) Fletcher of Concord• was the 

father ot these Chesterfield Fletchers. The whole error probably arose 

years ago, when so.~eone, contusing the brother James .Fletcher, stated th, t 
• 

..;\bel was a son of a James .?lctcher, instead of, what we imow now to be correct, 

Abel's being a eon ot Lt. ::benezer ll'letcher, and a brother of James. i'his 

James, son ot ·I-1.lJK)thy, a:gparently never lived to adulthood, there is no re

cord of hL'll any where beyond his birth in Concord, no such service as is 

quoted ei th er in :.lfasa., or in i'I.TI. 
~ 

.A11 the 'I'!.:ootby and .Ta...71les deeds in 

::iddlesex, -:7orcester, !iarr:rpshire, and Franklin Counties, :Jass., o.nd Provincial 
Records in N.H. 

and Cheshir1, etc., have been e:ire..~ined, as also all other sources that could 

be thoucht or. 

To quote from the ::!'letcher Genealogy: 401:-

qJa.ues5[Timotby4, Samue13, Francis2, Robert] (6303) b. Sept. 23, 1734. 
!To went with Capt. Os':"ood 's company in the ~fova Scotia expedition in 1755, 
and appears to have settled in Chesterfield, :i.H. • about the sane ti..rne his 
bro. John went . to Ipil'rich. Issue: 

6:126 i. S-ann.101 t [ p ~ 403 i 
6327 ii.Jbenezgr0 i [p.409] 
6328 111.Tiannah, m. e-- Bowker; res. Lunenburg, Vt. 
0329 1v.J"a.'1les6 3: [p.409 ! 
5330 v. Abel6 ¼ [p.410) 
6331 vi. Joel i [p.410-411]" 

These children were ot coorse all children or Lt. "f.~enezer and Elizabeth 

(Yletcher) Fletcher. 

'l'he Histor.r ot Chesterfield is also confused see pages 314-316: 
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"Abel Fletcher saicl. to have been the son of James Fletcher, m.. 1st. in 
:;ht"d.., in 1784 .. ate. See his account • 

. ~Fletcher, Samuel, was in Chtd., in 1776, which year hem. I!:l.izabeth 
'n1itney. :!is name not found after 1792" .See his account. 

"li'letcher, :f;benezer, is saic. to have been a b,rothcr o:r .Abel Fl.etcher" 
see!>• 31. 

"~'letcher, Joel, probably brother 01' Abel Fl.etcher" see his account for 
rest. 

Children of Lt. Ebehezer5 7letcher: 

i. IJ.izabeth5, b. 4 jan. 1749, Rutland, bapt. 1749 sane, no further 
record. 

ii • .:::benezert b. 6 Aug. 1752, recorded Rutland; m. '!ar:r Calder.* 

iii. Sa."!luel, b. 2 Apr. bapt. /e .i.pr. 175;;, nutland; n. ::':1izabeth Whitney.* 

iv~ .Tames, b. 28 .:?eb. bapt. 10 .spr. 1757, nutlanf; m. Catharine Russell.* 

v. J'..bel, h. 24 Sept. 1759, Holden; :::i. :~hebe TTildrath, .1ally ·-:Ulard, 
anc :::hnrlotte !!ubhara. * 

vi. r!annah, h. 12 Sept. 1761, Holden; (m. ---Bouker, rem. to I..unenbure,. 
·;t. , stat, es J•'lctcher Gen. I can find no further rec ore ) 

v-ii •. Toel, b. 2b :rov. 1763 1 l:oloen [.:?letcher Gen •. str.tes 20 ·'.o-,. 1703]; 
-iiJ. Lucy Hubbard and · :ary {Haines) Brackett.* 

viii. Lucy,, b. ebo·1t l7o5, :place unknown; d. 11 Dec. l~;O~; m. 19 Aug. 
1790, 8hesterfield, J';Jnos Stearns~ b. 10 July 1766, Lunenbur,:1:,, ~Tess., 
c. 15 ·:ay 1329, \~arlborou.,~h, Vt., son of 7Dll&s l:'.n:'.l. SUbmit (Davia) 
Stearns. :fo m. [~·) :!:Iepzibah limmicon, b. 11 July 1773 1 Oxford, 
~.'ass., de.u. of :"'phroi::71. !!y Lucy be had (Stearns), (1) :JaDCTl 
{2) Lucy. 

···1 ~h the except ion o:f Lucy, all the iibove children's births aJ"e 
of record in trw printed vi:t:al records of' 'Rutland :cn(1 Holden. Eben
ezer Jr. wns !>orhaps born in ::ecno, Lucy, perhaps in '/crmont. 

* These childr,·n are carried forward for very brie:f' accounts. 
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Brief' Account. 

birth recorded in nutland., Worcester County, ''!a.se., 6 Lur. 1752, no baptism 

record(·d there, death unh."llown. !Iis wife is seid to have been a ~re.17 Caltler. 

(See Fletcher Cenevlogy pag.e 409. r-:ee pa.go 31 of this ::-eport ror account ot 

him os c:i ven 1n the :Ustory or Cheateri'ield.) (Hame(1 ror his f'ather) 

'I'he r::enealofY tells us thnt when he was of' age his father g:>ve hiilr a term, 

which he mortca3ed, there see:ns to be no record of this. 

Revolution removed to ~'.'llliamst011'D.• M. Y. 

He soon a.rter .lhe: 

:'ho tollowint: land record 0£ ::benezer Fl.etcher is recorded 1n Irewf'~ne, Vt.; 

24 Apr. 1779, " 'J.1his Indenture :1Ta.ce the twenty t'om·th dny or April • •• 

One ':'ho•JSnnd f-leven Hundred and Seventy nine Bet:,eon Ebenezer Fletcher .runr ot 
r . 

Chesterfield • • • i'Tew Rat1.pshtre of the lira1; ,art and Eben Robbinson ot .At-

tloborouc.h County of Bristol and State of ~"8.asechusetts boy of the second Part 

·,'.?"itnesseth: That the saie ?arty ot the first ,art ror the Consideration ot 

Tive Hundred ~ounds • • • already by hi:o received • • • confir.n to the said 

!'larty of the second !'art • • • Land· Situate • • • in New .J'ane • • • i!,if"ty 

acres ••• 

~zek. ~~arll 
SP.mll ~,:t!lg 

/,c;.;:nowledced 1n rorcstmo1·eland 2~ Apr. 1779, by Ebenezer Fletcher J"unr before 

Hober ':iller, J .:;)., and recorded 2G June 17BG by Lot Y..notwlton, Town Clerk. 

(Newfane Lena Records l:259) 

7his ~£Y be the land that the Fletcher r.enealogy pace 409 refers to, 

Given him by his father, .snc later t10rtgae;od by hira. 

:~c was not -an officer in the Revolution., that service belones to his 

father, Lt. 71Jeneze1·, the followine: service nay have been his in that war: 

Served. June 17771 under Lt. Oliver Cobleigh., o .Tuly 1777 1 at Jtort 'l'iconderoga, 
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under Col. Alexander Scamael, in third company. (See l:istory or Chesterfield) 

I do not find his ,..ecord in the ceasus or either :r.H., Vt., or r:r.Y. 

In 1716, he was one of the thirteen who refused to sign the Association 

Test in Che~terfield.~ The f'ol.!.m,1~ records a~.-e found in th, Chesterf'iold 

Tmm Records: ( :rune the l Day) 1781 then ·.-,as talrnn up lr.1 "'Thenezer .l!1eteher 

Jur (a dark) Brown Horse Cold 'l\vo yer,r old Lm:t Spring C·TatJ·nl) Trotter. (Vol. 

1:30) 18 Fe'. 1700, m11ong thos,! to have his rates abated: ·•:~benezer T-1.etcher 

~-0 we realize that he was still J.a Chesterfield in 1788. He has no 

deeds in eithez· "'.'orceater or Cheshire Counties, e.nr- no pension was eranted 

Children: 

i. ~~':enezer 7 • d.y. 
Li. ,...ilas, b • .:'ept. 1780; m. Isabel .-:-,u .he!'land. 

iii. John, ~,. 19 tc:). 1782; u. R11th Hollinshead. 
1 v. !'"':'-\tsr:nna 
v. ':'lil.lia.'TI, went to India never heard f're,11 again. 

vi. Da"tid, b. Schoharie Co., !T. Y., d. o.e 19 UTL111. 

--rii. 0:lizabeth, ·:-). ebout 1790; m. Jacob.Hoffman. {:ramed i'or his mother) 

·:,1ease note no son Timothy. 



Brief Account. 

SA?-.10.r!L 6 ?L..'l<J.X.t-l:ER {Lt. :;1>enezer5, '":amuel 4 , Joseph3 , Frr.ncis 2 , Robert) 

probably named· for his gTandfether, born in Rutland, Worcester Colmty, Mass., 

2 April, baptis,id there, 6 April, 17SS1 died 1n Ea,t ~l!ontpelier• Vt., 28 J'uly 

1831. He married in Chesterfield, l'I.H., 2 Mey 1776. Elizabeth Whitney. (The 

~"'letcher Genealo~ gives an ecco• tnt of him see page 408 and states he married 

f'-'r a second wife Ifrary (1..mes) Billines.) (See also page ~n Lhis re1>ort) 

He signed the J,asode.tion 'J:'est in Chesterfield in 1776, and that is our 

first record of hi:2. It in possiblo '..rat he is that Sa..'!l'llel li'l.etcher who 

served, ? \Iay 1777 1 in the militia at :tort Ticond.eroga in Colonel ::Jellow's 

He had no pension for any se:rvice 

in this wr'lr, A.no :must not be confused ·,d th other f'.ar:ruels who served and who 

were crnnted pensions. 

ifo' rc:'le.inec in CheAteri'ield till f'.bout 1793, \,hen he wtmt ·o Vermont, as 

tlid his brothers Ja::1er: und J:oel. He set tlod not far from Joe 1, in "later-

forc3, Cnlecfonb County, Vt., •md here he and his wif'e were amonc the original 

orcanizers of the Conv-•~gational Church there in 1. 798. 

'I'he 'I'own ~.1eetine necords of Chesterfielc; 29 ?Tiar. 1781, in acceptance of 

a roarl rn.ent ion "to Sr.u-n11 ~;'li tchers Land thf-,nce south by sd sa:.l1 
71 i thers 

house to Ja'Jes ~'litcher:; :-!ouse". ("."al. 1:292) 

In the cc!wus or 1790 he is listed o.s head of o ftrtlly in Chesterfield, 

one male o.rer sixteen, two uade.r 1 and five :females. 

6 :,~ay 1784,, Jamon .i?letchcr ot Chesterfield, yeoman, for £270 sells Samuel 

.?letcher 01' sa.:ie land there, one hundred i'i.rty acres except fifty acres I have 

sold to Jntipas Bowker of st.me, in lot nu.'"!lber one, tenth ranee, ,!na westerly 

half of lot nllf.lbcr one in ninth range. Recorded 17921 acknowledred 1785. 

(Chochire Deeds 19:297) 



- 40 -

22 Lug. 1792, Samuel Fletcher oi' Chesterfield• cord\7ainer• sells :for f250 

to Abel ?letcher of same, gentleman. land there, the entire lot n~er one in 

the tenth r::nge, and the westerly half' of lot number one in the ninth range. 

"?itnesses: ~~phrBim. Hubbard, "Joel ::?lc:·tcher". Sif.·ns. (Ibid. 42:505) 

Children, order uacertein: 

i. Je.mes7 , b. 11 ::av. l.?78, Chesterfield; :::i. Lois Spear and Sybel J"onee. 

ii. ·r:11, b. 16 r-u,e. 1780, :hesterf'ield; m. Olive Bal.lou. 

iii. Polly, b. 29 ::ov. 1783, Chester.field; m. !ru.fus Good.ell. 

iv. }aizaheth 

v. 1,zuba.h 

vi. ·,:cl indu 

vii. John-C. 

By \'!a~- (Ames) Billincs, 

viii. Sarah 

x. ;1;:-:.1~1a, b,. 1:i Get. 1801, '-'!aterford; m. Reuben-c. iJ.ell:ft8R:. 

xi. "'hebe 

I:!. --- .Jackson anc~ ~'!illard Corliss. 

Ho son TL1othy. 
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Brier Account. 

6 - ' 3 2 J'A'SS J?LFI'CIIBR (Lt. :'.benezer:,, Samuel'~, :roseph, Fr~::ncis , Robert} 

born in Rutland, ff.Torcester County, \ass., 28 Feb. 175?, baptised there, 10 

Apr. 1757. [not baptised there 20 Feb. 1757 as printed records af:ate] 1 died 

in Jericho, Vt., 10 July 1034, aeed seventy seven ye::rs 1 buried in ·"ooa.stock, 

Yt., i-ihere his gravestone is cxtr~nt. ile married in Barre, ''forcester County 1 

·'.ass., 15 JulJ· 1779, ( so record .-:i vca ,she stn :.es.she wr:s married 5 June) 

Catharine Russell, '.iorn there, 15 · 'o.y l'lol, died in -:'oo-:~stock, 11 J'ulj' 1856, 

acec:. ninety i'ivc yet.irs Hn S'tntod on her gravestone, daurhter or ''.'illiar.i and 

Catharin,:; (--) Russell. 

(Sec lletcher Genealor,y page 409, no account o:t' him appe1!rs in the History 

of' Chester 'ielc, beyond his bei 'f, called fr>thcr o:r ~ibel.) 
r.; 

1ts a b·~\l he evi ently remainoc1 in Barre with his uncle Capt. Jonathan.., 

Jletcher for he i.18.rl'ioc. '.,here in 1779, and is also called of thnt town in the 

deeds. !is service in the Fevolution is not of record nnywhere, and ror that 

reason his pension record is of extre:11e i ,rportancc :.md will be fol1nd below. 

He has no deeds in ''lorcester 8ount;y, by 1784 he had removed f'rom Chesterfield 

to Ver.-iont, where he settled and lived in '':'.oodstock, he is found tnere in the 

census of 1790 1 es head of a fOJp.il:,, consistinr, of one male over sixteen, three 

11:nder, nnc. three f'e!nale s. 

'!e have noted that in 17'31 his 1 ·.us-:: is nentioned in the Chesterfield Town 

nec.:ids, snc1 that in 1784, ho sold his holdines thore to his brother Samuel 

.Fle1'cher (see :i)a.ge :13 of this re:,ort) the description of this lend is identical 

with the land he bought in 1778 of Abner Allen. 

7 :~ept. 177H, ''I :"Jme:r tllen of Chesterfiold ....... 'eoman For ••• Two 

Hm1dred ·"c. ?ort:•' ":)ounc.s ••• paic, ••• Dy Ja..'118s ?letcher of' Berry in the 

County of ·'!orcester ••• ·•assachusetts Bay Yea:.'!16.n • • • co.ni'irm to '!Tin • • • 

Land In • • • Chesterfield. • • • one Hundred ;:;, fii't:r acres • • • Lott Mo one 

in hhe tenth ranr:e ~ the westerly hFclfe of Lott :Ho one In the Ninth range" 



' 1;:ttnesses: Ibenezer ~"1etcher, ~'phraim Baldwin. (Chesterfield Deeds 5:53a, 

sec also the sale lJ:29?) 

:>emJion, Ja:'!les Fletche1·, '.1ass. :·1. 19290, ~i.J,.·.1t. 1105?, 160 ac. -6~. 

Gatherine 

--.rind.c;or G,,. 1 Vt., J..ug. 4 1 1.83?. 1 ar,ec'l 75 yrs., enlisted Barre, about :,~ 1, 

17?~, u.der Capt. ~ohn Black, Col. ~rewer. 7o Ca~bridge P-nc joined General 

~reon stationed ot ?respect ~rill. Served 8 monthr., Discharge,' J"<:-·n. 1, 1776. 

:'ent hcne. and en1istcd under Capt. Do;;ker, Col. "'Jhitncy, and served to Apr. 

1??6. rteturn~ed home, tm<":. about June or .Tuly enlisted under Capt. ::enr;e. 

Cules, Col. ~~ol~;es, was in battles of •·1ookingsca.le, :rarlem ~~ei~hts, ··'hite 

~lains. · - ::-··ischare;cc ~1oout :'irs': or :::ec. 1-,nf returned hane. J.bout 1 rune 

1777 1 he enlistee. in Copt. ::tackwell' s cc.,. Col. ·c;ushine:, w1,G under eomr.ia::id of 

Gen. Lincol...11 e.t the tL-ne con. St:•rk hac the battle of Benninr,ton and sent 1'or 

Gen. Lincoln to ~ooic to his es~iatance. 7he bat"";;le took place ·1aturd"Y 

r:nc'! Gen. Lincola 's troops re~ ched there on Sund~,. \Vas on Gt1IICd 1uty ( pris-

onersj 1util ti:"!"ic expired. ~turP.e6. h001e ;:-nd L·rnef.J.ately after a dra.rt was 

nad(. !:n.: one Geru::rnn Low was dral'te<i. 7.ctcter t·ook his place nn~: was in 

battle of J:,eni.:1 ~ieip;hts o:i. :::ept. 1'3 1 etc. "-eturnod home agRin enlistee: ·~arch 

or s\pril 1778, under Ca.pt. "'!heeler for four mont};s 1 this \'ms next daJ t,.fter 

returnin~ ho1c, hcl~ed build berr cks • 

. '.,tates he ,1as born in Putlr.:nC:, · 1ass., 28 :<'eb. 1757, removed to Chesterfield, 

n.:I., in 1779, four or fiV8 ?ears later, rernoved to ·,'Joodstoc:-~ w:1ere he has since 

resided. Cln Lw two ye rs, three months service. 

Hartford, Vt., 4 .:r·au. L;:17 1 ·:atherine .?letcher of ·"Joodstock a,~ed 75, states 

she is ,1idow or .Tones wh; die,: 10 July 1334. 'l'hey were marrien 6 June 1779. 

('_;_'own record not found but files church rccor~ · :'; 15 July 1779 by nev. Josich 

;~~es ~1etcher an~ Cath rino ~1ssell) 



;) !,9r. 1asa. '.1:'indsor co •• Vt., Catherine aged 77 etc. I 184~ 8P·ed 81, 1844, 

-n?e 83, il?,?C aee 87, 1849 ae 88. 

F332, '-:ev•leel -~yrick of Ac.di son Co., 't., stBtes he knew James .i:"l.etcher 

o:r T!arre, -~ass., in 1?75. 1837, Jasper Fletcher of '.'?oodstock states he is son 

of .fo::1es ,,nd Catherine; l:339, Jasper ~i ves age ns 4:>.; l.332, Abioh Rice certified 

as ~o service or Jo~~s. 

'>_1eries, l~O·~, ?r~;nk ::'. fletcher or ··'in·1eapolis, ·:inn.; 1917, r:.~::.:Uchols 

of l:-~72 :~helby :·~t., St. -:-:·aul, ··!in:1.; 1917, )-.1,in i-:. J;.ll•=m, of 2230 J,.ll0gheny 

.=;t. , :··hilac.elphia. 

,.p1Jlication for bou•1·ty land, 2J _·_'far. l85J 1 'fi-,dsor (;o., Vt. 5 Catherine 

/letchcr F:.gf!d Y 1
, o~· ''oodstock, states :raoes died in Jericho, '/t., asks !'or 

bourrty land. 

Rec.orc1.) 

Oh:ldren: 

',u.ssell 

:r Ei:168 

I,r;ency book rooords state she di en 11 Jul:' 1350. (lJ. ". 7 cn1'l ion 

::i. --- .•ones. 

res. '-ri.,~port, Vt.; m. "atty '"kii'f. 

m •. hnc issue. 

c.y., l79C au 4 • 

.Ta.sper, b. 1797; res. ·:oodstock. 

Cetharine :1. --- '"ilson, res • .?aL-f'ax, 7t., d. 1377. 

'.i.'!'laducus-?;., b. 1~: ::ov. 1801; m. Ya.:ry-Lawrence Peaslee. 

:-'red.Prick, b. 21 :·o .• 1304; m. 'sria i;hittcnde~. 

!'To aon Timothy. 
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Brief' .Account. 

,-~:-r 6 r.rr..,,.,..r.,r,::,..., (Lt ·,"" ~) .,... .. ,.,,,,, 1 4 :r h:: ·;,r ci 2 1' b rt) born in .;•,!),·:..L ~-1"-·' v.:::i..l!al. • .. -.uenczer , · __ ._..._..,..e f ~ OSep t .i; 811 S r ,0 8 

""::.,lden, ··.'orcestcr Count:,0
1 ·~ass., 24 -~e-pt. l?S£, died in She::terf'ield, fflleshire 

Cou.."l.ty, N.:1., bet~veen 10 July 131-J ;,,nd 9 Jan. 1817, the only brother to re:na.in 

there. n · • • h fi ... 18 T 1734* -» b u. l ~ th b 1 ... .. ..e :~rrieu ;; ere, rs•.-, .,f:li.,,. .. , 1. ,1e e .,l are , . orn n esc-

:.ao:·eland, :·r.n., 18 -:"'.cc. 176S 1 died ebout 1794, daurhter of" J'onathan Hildreth;-

be.rare lhl'.1, dau··htcr of '.!.'hom.an onf. Sarah ( ?arwell) '."!illnrd; thircily, before 

l:.'ll, ':;ha,·lotte Hubbard, born i:!. Chesterf'ield, 11 lU=".• 1787, died there, 9 ·-·cb. 

l A,.J, oaw-::hter at '._phrai:n i=;nr1 1:ucy t ··1111ardJ ~Iubbara., sist,:-r of Lucy (:iub'~ard) 

Clh,:;rlotte {Hubbard) ?letcher, thtra 

e O!l:o- othr,rs (seQ. sccount e;f' ::-ocl irletcher,p. 49) "I;au.ehter Cha.'.·lotte .Atherton'', 

a.,.'1.(: '"1eirs of ••• J_uc:,r .::-lstr.::her•·• (Cheshire :'roba.e 403) 

:;:he fletcher Gene:,lory pe,:,;f.l 410 r·i ves a verJ briei' account of ,\bel ~;·1etche1·, 

just ::1a:1es his i'ir2t wife and lists '·he children. 'l'he 1:istor-.r of Chestcri.'ielc 

.:' tel Eletcher was cppa· ently too younr, to haYo service in the 7evolution, 

as his 'brothers sold out f1IlG left Chesterfield, he bour,ht out so ,1e of their 

holdb.f,/J and remaindd ther•:. 'l'he ::ulle listed in his fanil;r es over forty 

:'i ve in 1so:_; was possibly !1 fr fnther, I.t. ""benczer. Abel is listed in the 

connus os· 1790 ;1ith a re ·ily of three '18.lcs over sixteen, four under sixteen, 

8!1.C two fo:,mles. In 1800, he has a ver'J la rec h~)useholc:, four males under 

ton; two betrrnen ten ont:: sizte,·n; t·,10 betwr en sixteen and twent? six; one 

'prbb. 1703. 
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twenty six to rorty- five {htmselr)i and one male over rort;y- five (his :re.ther?}; 

also, three teii18les under ten; four :teme.les between sixteen and t~venty six; and 

one bet::een twenty six and forty f'ive (his wife}. Ii' the male over forty five 

was his f'ather, then his step-mother, ~Jrs. ;Jary Thrall, hec either deceased,_ or 

had separated thom her h;1sband. 

In 1810, Abel Fletcher and Alpheus stoddard lived in the same· household 

and had three maled under ten; two males between ten and sixteen; and one over 

forty 1'1vo; one female between ten and sixteeni and two females between sixteen 

anil twenty six. 

13-J 1820, there were three of then.name in Chesterfield• Joel (son ot A.belJ, 

Silns, and Daniel ~lotcber. 

Very brief notes re the many land records of Abel J.i'J.etcher rollow: 

19 1-:10:r l'/80, .Antipas Bouker or Chester1·1eld sells to Abel Fletcher of same, 

yeoma, land there. {Cheshire Cou."lty Deeds 11:289) 

22 ~-~ay 1787, .Antipas Boucker ot Chester1'1eld sells lane'! there to /.bel 

Fletcher of same. (Ibid. liJ:390) 

13 Sept. 1768, Ebenezer Pletcher of Chestertield sells to Abel netcher ot 

the same, land there, being one hundred acres in Lot number three in the eleventh 

range, alGo part of Lot n~~ber three in the tenth ronge. (Ibid. 18:389) 

22 Lug. 1792, .Sar!IUel Fletcher of Chesterrield,, cordwainer, :for f250 sells 

Abel .Fletcher ot so:,ie, gentleman, land. there, being entire lot number one in 

the tenth range and westerly halr ot lot number one in the ninth range etc. 

:.11tnesses: Ephraim Hubbard, "J"oel Fletcher". (Ibid. 42:505) 

25 '/i,.y 1793, ::Thenezer Harvey ot Chesterfield sells Abel .Fletcher same, 

la,.'ld there. ( Ibid. 42: 504) Deed recorded late. 

5 ''!ar. 17991 Nathaniel stone of Chesterfield sells to Abel Fletcher of the 

sa:ilc, the eastern half or a pew 1n the meet int: house there. { Ibid.· 33: 376) 
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8 7une 17991 Abel .Fletcher or: .. Shesterfield ·sells·:to jacob ADmidon of same. 

the eastern half or a p~ in the :.:neeting ho~1s3 there• formerly a Willard !'aJ, 

he owned it uth jos:ah Willard• etc. (Ibid. 83:100) 

21 Aug. 1800, .Abel Fletcher ot Chesterfield mmtgages lend there to Arad 

Tiunt of Hinsdale, Vt. (Ibid. 36:489) 

21 Aug. 1800, 1ohn johnson "of Lyndon.•. Vermont" :tor forty 4ol.lars 

sells to llbel Fletcher or Chesterfield lend in lat.tar town. Wit: Polly 

'Yillard. (Ibid. 40:449) f::i.mG date, Arad Bunt of "Hinsdalon, Vt., re-

conveys to Abel. (Ibid. 40:449) 

30 Aug. 1804, Martin Hildreth or Chesterfield sells land there in lot 

number five to Abel notcher of same. (r.:,id. 45:78} 

7 ~5ar. 1807, Sir.ieon ~111Rrd or Ghesterfield sells entire lot number eight 

in fifth ranee there to .Abel Fletcher of s.a"'l.e. (Ibid. 57:SGO) 

2 Jan. 1800, .Abel Fletcher of Chesterfield sells lot number fiTe in fifth 

range thero to SilaD and Daniel Eildreth of sa'Jl8. (Ibid. 59:110) 

22 7an. 100a, Isaac Abbot or Chesterfield sells lane there to Abel 

Fletcher and Phineas Henderson ot sa:!18. (Ibid. ·so:46) 

30 Dec. 1808, 1,bel netoher 0£ Chester1'1al.d sells land there to J'ohn 

Crownineshield or ea.Mo. (Ibid. 54:579) 

(Iti.is noticeable that all the sons and the rather could write.) 

Abel Fletcher :r:1Bde his will 10 J'uly 1816, provea· l Jan. 1817, of Cbester

fi el.d, names wife Charlotte, daughter sally, grand daughter Louisa child ot 

son I.evi deceased, the rest of estate to "children" no names given • .Arad mint 

ot Hinsdale appointed executor. :ro 11st of heirs tiled. (Cheshire Probate 149) 

19 ~.mr. 1017, 1ohhn Harris :rr., with J'ohn Kneeland and David Day as bonds

men was apPointed BUSrdien to David Stoddard :Fletcher, .Arad Runt :Fletcher, 

Caine n,itcher, and Abel l!"'lotcher, all minor children under twenty one of 

Abel Fletcher late of Chesterfield deceased. (Ibid. 150) 
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31 .Aug. 181::. Charlotte .i.1'1etcher widow, with Levi .rackson as bondsman was 

appointed ruarcian to Sally rmd Charles !''le !;chff, both r:iin,>rs U..'ldP.r fourteen 

children or Abel Fletcher la~-e of Chesteri'ield deceased. In 1828• John 

1·.:arris was appointed in he:r -place said children being then over fourteen, a 

petition to thl.n effect was ,iii:ncd that 0rear by Nathaniel Atherton, Charlotte 

.Atherton, Hnu Sally ?!etcher. (Ibid. 15?) 

2 Oct. 1217, Joel Fletcher of Chesterfield sells rirhta in certain real 

esta.te .fornerly property or :riy father Abel :Tletcher late of aaic town deceased, 

said land bcin,: ir. saic: town, l;o .f.sa Britton and Galvin ·.:ownslc:y of sc.•',e. 

( Ghenl;ire ;::eads ?7: 102,) 

~'letcher, John Hnrris Jr., en(1 Luna his wife, : nd 'tavid Day and ?hebe his ,,ife, 

all of' ~hesterl'ield; r,nd. John Harris :rr., a:c= guardian to Da"tid f. :?letcher, 

Ir· d :r. ?letchor, Cain /letcher and J.bel i'letcher-, all :;inors; all children or 

;;bel 71etcher· late snia Cheeter:'ielc1 deceased, also Charlotte i.therton wife 

of :rathaniel J,therton latcl,r called Charlotte :?letcher guardian of' '1ally rmd 

Clrnrles =·ietcher minors 1:,lE?o chilc'\ren aAio. Abel r.eceasen, sells re0l estate 

1 
Ti i ~ 86• "12) \ ., . .) u. . u 

_;·urt:"ier deeds in settle:-ient o:f the est'.ate, in 1•;hich we lenrn that Jo,:;l 

Dy :)hebe :·:"ilcl.I'eth, 

1. Gamuel 7 , b. 9 Oct. 1733, ·• 1267, un.~. 

ii. Le'Ji, b. 10 :.:aJ 1785; m. 1805 Luna i1ildreth. 

iii. ?ilas, b. 20 .:rnne 1787; m. 1813 !:",oil~' Joh:::won. 

v. Luna, '1. :?9 .~ept. 1791; m. lG'.)8 John Hards. 

'd. :'"oel, b. ': :'cl). 1'794; m. lbl7 :::aarissa :roh'.:!son. 
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i3y Sally :Yillard, 

vii. ·1:;;ihcms*, b. 2 Oct. 17951 d. 1790. 

-,iii. :'he~)et t .. 1 Jan. 1793; r:1. 1'3lt) Davie LB.;;,'• 

i:,. vavid-Stoddarc, b. l __ ·ug. l.!-00; m. Eliza Hubbard. 

xi. Sain, b. 180u, d. 1230 lm--:. 

:_:y Charlotte :fub tore, 

xiii. :"'ally, '1. 23 :rune 1Jl3; m. ·.'ilder .'1toddarC:. 

~iv. Charles, :.1. 1;bout F:l~; m .. Hepzibal: :Ienr,1. 

:·ro .-·on 'l'i:noth:,r. 

*:Tot lee how this nam.e ;~ee11s co:dng i::ito the fa;.1ily, .from Dr. A)j>heus o.r Rutland. 
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J'OEL
6 

FI ... ITTrHF.P. sn. (Lt. Ebenezer5 , Semuel4, J'osaph3
, Franc1s2 , Rober't) 

great c..rand:f't-1ther of !!enry Fletcher• born in Holden, Worcester County, •Jass., 

28 Nov. 1763""', died in Lyndon, Caledonia Count_·, Vt., 6 jan. 1858, end h.is 

gravestone in Lyndon desicnates him ~s ~capt~ and r,ives his a,?e as ninety four 

l!e :15.ITied, first, in Hinsdale, N.R., intention dated 11 '!e.r. 1791, 

Lucy Hubbard, born in hutland, ::orcester County, ·1ass., 6 :rov. 1769, died in 

Lyndon, 24 f:ept. 1:324'*, d.aurhter of :::phr!:lim nnd Lucy {'.71llard} Hubbard; 

secondl:·, in·"·heelock, Caledonia Cou'lty, Vt., 30 'Tar. 1817, .·~ary {Haines) 

·:.reckett, born in Cent~rbury, .:J.F., 14 July 1773, dierl in L~·ndon, 14 Jan. 

1:::;5:;, dauchter of 8a.1uel and Haanah {J"olurnon) EainC:a, and ilidow of Levi 

3r:·ckett. 

'.?he 'l'own Records of :!insdale volu~'le one, page five hundred si'xt~r si:x: 

..-•arria,~0 is Intended Between Joel .?letcher of Chester.field & Lucy Hub

bard or ::inc:sd'. le "arch ye 11th 1791 ... 

/n o ·:,street oi' 'Lac::.r 's father' n '7111 is or interest here: 

• 1~:c it re--:'.:nbercd that on this twe:ity scconc -:-,a:-' of :;:'ecember ••• one 

I ::,r,hrab ·-ubbnrd of GheAteri'ield • • • Gentlenan l3e1nr, i-dvanced in 5ge 

• • 

·'·:to ::i.:r ;)clovea wif·~ 'i'hankful :hb;)m·d ••• d.l the Honseh,.:,ld furniture 

..-,:_: -.,:Lfe 's f:on-in-lcw ~;athrm ·~·hor1c1s, ;:.y ";ife' s so,1 7ohn nutler, to Louisa T'!'ub-

bard t,;ic : oi.s 1:owc :ny ~rondchildre:1, and heirs of -:-,a:rzillai ---:-ubhard. 

"I r:ive unto ~'.ubba·-d ?isher m,:/ r:ra·\(;.son all the real :·strj":e which I own 

in Lt:1(:.0.:1 • • • '/er;::iont • • • unto ::iy f;on 5u:1kcr ·::1bbard • • • unto my Son 

·-- lctcher Genealof"~.' sta\es 26 ::o·;. 1708, ;-;i'..her dey :nay be correct. 
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Children She had by her first Husband Abel Fletcher and the Nathaniel 

Atherton her second Husband's (ihildren ••• flnd rrv son !re.than Hubbard ••• 

I _,~i ve unto my Ghil dren hereafter na.~ed. • • • all fl{! real and :personal 

estate ••• not heretofore been 61sposed of ••• to be equally divided 

r 
a1onF;st tho Heirs her·e after named (\7iz) 7he ITeirs of :'phra.im -rrubbard .Tun 

V.1cy Jletcher !?ebecksh ...,Uf'.f'J.es, .Abigoil -·ubbard Grata ?utler :?'ber Hubbard an'."i 

:-:uth ·"'ierce • " • • 

sic:ns 'he -;vill. 

-'J:>oba te 40!1) 

J;ppointed his :;on-in-law ""ohn Butler executor ana 

": ovea 6 -·f:y 1a2a. ,.:;phrc1i:::n :=:ubba ··d" {Cheshire 

:'orn J1st aft, r the clnae or the Colonial ·F.Tars, in 1,hich his father had 

seen so ::iuch service, in ·'or,::cster Co1mty, ·•ass ... Jo;:•l 710tcher witncssetl,, 

in his lo::ir: S)£.n ol' years I almost a centu:r:ir, the 1·'evolution anri its subse

q .:t:mt st ·ur,gles, the Ver;:,iont '.;o,1trovors/, the "'.'Tar of 1212, the :·~e:dcnn ·•:ar, 

th:i openinG of the ''feat, ~nd had he li Vfic'! but a few yeurs 1- nger, the great 

ter-1i:1ation of the Abolitionist s~rue;gles in the Civil War. 

J; f'ew 1·:ords us to the 'iermont Controv(::rsy, the river towns u-pon the 

vonnect.i..cut had Lho sa·,o interests as the towns in Ver7ont on the eam.e river, 

enc Fibout ln3l, :1eE1flu,es 17, re te:cen for these to-ans, a:-no:i.r: the::1 Hinsdale 

on~ ~heatcrficld to bncom0 1denti:le~ with Ver .ont. . .. e ha'le seen thnt in 

l 7Cll, T,t. · ·be'.'lczer, 7ool 's father was in thorouth s~- a:i;v,thy with this :nove-

?lr::nt • ::or sev ·,ral yc,,r;;, :::hestert'iP.lc1 in its otm to.n records called i"t-

s0lf' as of '.'ashinr;to:·i 8ou .. t;;,, ;·t., u1d in on-:: recorc, it appears it wns in 

?Tew Ha.-npshire 

i'ball:t· ;von out en'3 these "border to.vns re.1,:,, in.e·" 1 -der its jurisriction. 

!t. is bnt d!7 htst;o-r? no·.'!, but had a :--~rc,r-;t effec:. on these towns ant their 



port in '/er:uont and Xew :Tnmpshire, proba'·l.y returninr from ': ii~ to tb1e to 

visit his relations in Rutland tnd 3arre. ITe did not marry ·Lllltil he!·WBiJ 

twenty ei.,.ht and presu:nebly was livine in his .father's houoeholc in Chestor

i'iolc in l 7'30, when Lt. ~'ben<Szer had in. his .fni:1 Ily two :nale& nbmre sixteen, 

~1ow..:var in Abel's fc.aily, there were 

three ::-.iales over sixteen, and it may be possible that Joel was living in 1790 

.i th his brother .:.bel. 

'ith the exccpti)n of his marriage in Hins:':ale in 1791 as .'•:iven, the 

first public record we havn :)f Joel is in .August 1792, when ;:1th his rather-

in-law, -:,hr· im 1;ubbard, he .-1E;,1esse1, a Sf:le of land bct.veen his brothers 

7Ie r>ersonally hes no recorded deeds in Cheshire County and must not be 

co:1!'ueer: with his contrc~1porarien, Joel o.f' :.Jewport, J'ool of rrollis, :reel of 

,'.ccwortli, i1nil other :roflls all oi' Cheshire County at thet time. 

aoers not an".)e!:ir on the tmm rccoras of' Chesterfield as docs t.hat o: his 

ne[)°':ew Tocl 7 /lctcli.•'.r son of J..bol. :s has he.en st·· t~d it has been im-

posst:11':: to lc,cat,. the c1nrch records us yet oi' the old town. 

The --1story of' Shesti:r:.'ield par.e 3lo states that: ",l,'letcher, Joel, proba>l/ 
b:r-cther of Jbcl Fletcher (1} appei~rs to ha•;e resided in Chi'd. a feiv years. 
--fc. zi. 1st. Lucy :!:ubbard; 2d ·•ary ~'(. :.'rr1c~ctt, .-,id. of Levi ~rac:i:.:ctt. F.is 
nrne rL sc.Jne; ri-; e bout 1792 '1 • 

";•obEibly uoon e.t"t8r li.ur,ust 1792 he, wi Lh his \Vife, end probabl/ the two 

fort,;· three i~:,t.bitnntn 01'. that tow:1. ['i11c 11:n~ recorns of .Tocl Yletcher 

In loOO, Jof,:,l :1etchcr is listed &s of Lyndon, with a tamily of one male 

urlder ten, •Jno beti•;een sixtf,en end t·:renty si:;, two between twenty six and 

fort:r _'ivc; .:.~our fe:-1..-ilf!s under te,1 1 one bet.:een sixteo;i c'nd t:ienty six, and 

7-hnt is himself, ·:rife, son, i;nd 
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!'our itaue:hters, and three other manbers of the household. a fe.."18le between 

sixteen l'llld t~venty six, o male o:f the sa.'11.e ege, end en older male bet.veen twenty 

six and forty rive, possibly these last three were relatives or servants. 

(In 1=:20, in Lync:on, ".here were 1·0ur or the name, Isaoc, ~'Telcome, Al

phcus, r:nf.. Joel 7letcher, the latter having one :umle under ten, one between 

sirlnen end eir-hteen, two between 81•-hteen end twenty six, one over forty 

f'ive; onr: :!.'c:;mle sixte',n to twenty six, ana. one over :·orty five. J 

t t ?1~ not se0:;1 necenaar~~ to have aubseql1cnt census recor~:,a exanined, 

t:xcept i'or the 1050 °:hic:h lists Joel as of Lyndon, aged ei!!;hty two f'arr:~er, 

The. same 

census list,-: his ,:on .Toel Jr., as agr.d thi rt~· two, wife Zer•:ia, aged thirty 

mont, '..ncr ci['.ht others, ::-'erkins ·,Lnton, _.,.oshna :lartwell, ThODw.s Maria, :<'hen-

U'.1d r thirty, evi,..::-ntl:; rer:: hcl::i. 

[:·,s to Joel 'r, ber;rinr tho title of Captain, th~ State .Apch1-ves oan 

throw no licht on the matter, en exa.:·'lination of the L:tnr.on ?own •··ecords 

r.rou h yonr ::,aternP-1 end. na'1e line you a.;·e 0li.eible to 

thf• "olr.ni,;J. '.'!ars, "'.;. r:., :'0tl'lders flno ?e.t..r-iotr; (very difficult to '"'U-,!lify 

as to 1rnccstr:,), anG ii' ·,;e coulc: verify his ,,er,-it:e in the 181?. ':far, it, mirht 

tlso 0ean '''ar of 121?. :'.oeiety. J 

·:·h~ ~-'lctchm· Cenealop-,y- page ,no ?ives th- foll,.,winp; Hccount of Joel TI.etcher: 

''J0"SL6 (o''''l), ::i. in Shestert'ield, ~;.!'..C::ic·J, ~Tov. 26, 176:l; m .. Lucy ;ro.bbard, 
dho was ,·,. '.rov. 2c, 17&~ [sic], r,n,.,, e. --:-ept. 24, 1814 [cicJ. r.n 179~1 , beinr 
th~n twer1t:1 nine [ ::d:c1 ye.:~rs of £.F·e h,, r·e:n. from Chente1•field with his wife and 
tvo children, r.'.nr .f'ollowin;:· his olc'!or bros. ::':~el an~ .Tames to the ~~tatc of' 
'ieI"!'lont, he purchased a trrc1ct of wild lm1c in the town of L ·w1on, a few miles 
c istc.nt f.'ron :c,:nuel, who hP.,., :mrch(-1s0•.': at '''aterford, on the :.-:onnecticut ~iver. 
:i"e~-e he co•rntruct:-:d a loc cnbi;-i, , m! .rn·oceedel1 to cle· r off t~, forest. ~11s 
choice ot l.;cat Lo:i Nl':S ,Visel~· ma-"' , ~n( a rine fr,r:·1 ·,1ith .fruitful :~oil WLS d,:'
velop:0t in course of ti x·. In person, tsll ond ;·1uscaler, he 11ossessc:d, to a 
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stri%1n.-· degree, the bold, enereetic powers demanded br the circu•:istences and 
the tL'TI:es. J.s the count-ry bet.:~rme settled and p~,puleted, he wr.s !"oremost in 
layinc out for the public good. He foundr.d the public scJool ana built the 
schoolhouse; he cnve the land for the ce::1eter:,-, and for the site o:r ·the ecet!.em_r. 
·-'ho titlo of "ce-ptain'' attached to hi::i from having been !';elected as laader.--o:f' 
a band of farmers, ·?rho, in the war of 1812, orr.:anized tor their com,on p1•otect-
ion. He m. 2d, :.'.r.ry H. [H.Gines J, ;-:id.o,'1 of Levi Brackett; at that time the 
mother ;:if five children. -::!he wcs h. July 14, •1773, and d. Jan. 14, 1653. 

":apt. Joel l<~letcher W8S a man of hic;h strmdin.g and influence in the commun
ity; encl 'rull of deys and riches and honow-'' he c. Jan. o, 1853, spared to the 
ap,e of ninet~,-:·our to enjoy the f'ruits of his industry, and to witness the 
cenor-1 ~o~fort of his nu:nerous descendants. A tine monu..'.lont in t;hc ce:netery 
at L~"ndo··: points out the plece of },is inttc.rment. Childre:i, all except J'oel, 
by the r irst !:i8:r-riac.:e • • • " 

In regard to my corrections, J"ocl as born in Holden, '.fas;:., and did not 

live L, 2he,iterfield til nb')U~ 1775; his wife Wf·.s ':)om 5 :!ov. 1760; and .roel 

wns shout thirt:✓ w',en he le1,t Chester.field for L:·ndon. Lucy died 1824, not 

1214. 

Out· int-:rest is of cours-· ;dl.h the ~it,cond wife of .Teel, '·far:,., or noll:" 

C•airws) '.:r•~·ckett, r 1:o ,he was the mother of Joel ?letcher .Tr., r;.rn ,cLfath:,r of 

.':'fie w· r: the C:aa:~hter of 3a"TJucl I-:oines, a 'Pevolu~.ion1:try 

::::ant;;rbu:ry 7o:.m Record:·· (or-isi':aln) pnrc 193: 

.T·:n:ioh l-!:ni:ws wns bo.rn .t.:,ril the 7th 1778 

,'Ja""luel and :!a::mnh t.vh1s oorn · '.r.:y ;~he 30th 1730 

f:te:~he:n m,s · -orn ru:ast the 2-ith l 7'35 
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:Pension Record o:f Sa:m1el Haines, il.H., s. 13342: 

~!errimack Co., :N.H., 28 J;Uf.'.. 1832, age 85, resident ot Canterbury; 

~·nlisted spring of 1775 et Canterbury for eight months service, under Capt. 

Jeremiah Clough, Col. ?oor, se!'ved as corporal the full term. .Agein enlisted 

1"177, und:::r Capt. Ja.-ues Shepard, Gol. "r~·man, for six months, was 8 fic"at se.r-

e ant. "far; born in the town of ?ori,s..".'10uth, but heel lived in Canterbury for 

over fifty years, sicncd Sam !-Taines. 

:ienja,in Dredl/ 1:;nd :rose9h r~. Fforker deposed acquaintance and cr~d1rnce. 

In the Interroeator·ies the u1swer to where born is: Greenland, r:r.H. 

~~6 !Uf::• 1837, states his records a :·e lamt "about a yeAr ago when my home 

was ':mrned ·,. Hev. Yillfo1"!l Patrick nnd Joseph :;1. Harper testify credance. 

·.7illia:a ?0rrcHt of :iorthfield deposes service with Stnuel Haines in Capt. 

(u.r:-. ·?ension :Records 
,:,s nbs-trocted by 'Jisses 
Curr.i) 

:rov,, Levi Brecket\, born, date u:-iknown I in lfew ',larket, ~J.H., oied 1n 1805, 

intestate, in ,·.neelocl:,. 'ft; 1 sor. of Ichabod ,,,,<.: --~ar:r (HiltonJ Bracke~ t. :Ie 

married in Canterbury, ?I.H., lB Se-pt. 179:., ·1ar.r Haines, bot-n there, 14 July 

1773 1 cied in L:,.nc.on, 14 :ran. 185~, dau:=-:htt.-:r of' Lt. :;.;anuol end famneh (John

son) Haines, ( tho latter were :married 9 July 1772). 

there were six children., all llorn in "'heelock, ·;iz.: Sc:!luel-Hainen, born Get-

obcr l 7'J?; ,narricc :.::r.,y 1:imson; .... ere:rtiah-'.::1-::m;,h, horn 4 :ran. l ?Qu; narried 

Urenah ·•0the· .. ~;011; !Tilto-1, horn S :ran. 1708; :;mrricd Olive7 Fletcher and '!mth-TI. 7 

..:'letchor; TT • 1,a1.nes, born 16 Dec. 1790, c ierl 100!); Jnson, born 20 Feb. 1802; mal"'!'" 

:t"iec" ''.ary Ghnnberlain:t and Cherlotte-L. Billings; r.,nu Ira, born 20 June 1804.; 

1:::. :·ro,. 1305, ;)olly I3rnc.k:et :; , with Joshua ·i.rceks, bo:tih of '.-1/'heelock, en<1 Samual 

:/nines of Canterbury, 1-r._::r., as bo:~c.::;:;r•:1 1 appointer. ec:::iinistratrix of the estate 
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or Levi Brackett late of said Wheelock decease•s. . All sign. OriRinal bond • 

l,dm.inistrator's Bond De .Jonis ?fon, 30 Oct. 1817, granted to J"oel Fletcher 

of' L~/ndon, ;1Hh John Clark of' st. Joh:i.sbury t,s :>onds:nan, on estate or Levi 

Brr.ckett late of ~!heelock deceased. :·11 sign. (Vol. 7:266} 

28 IJov. 181'7, ''~'Olly ?letcher Late the "Nidow or Levi Brackett Leceased" 

petitions for nssicn~ent of certain articles • Granted 29 ;~ov. 1317. ( Ibid. ) 

..!\c!!linistrator's account, I.'.B.?J., 29 :rov. 1817, arnonc ite!!l.S: "Expenses 

in ~mpporthf fa--d.ly ·:::. in To sic\::1ess on.f ;rn:rsinc in the Fa:n.ily the first year 

a.t'ter the death or the :=aid I.mri ::irf;cket also for ts'.:cinr: care & brinr-; up three 

s,1:all childre>i." ( Ibir1
.• 267: 268) 

( Cale(1onia f)roba te) 

18 Xov. 1005, pu11rrdian's ',one, e:rrmted to Pollj: :)rackett, :vith Joshua 

•:ni~es a,~,,:c d:r.-, !.nson ap;ed four, e.nc Ira aged two, all min"lr children of Levi 

'I.'he:r sir,r:.. "irir.inel ~1ond. 

tue.~·cion, 01/'i::;inel petition. 2·', Sept. ldl7, _·n.son, son of Levi BrPcket late 

of ·,·~~eelock, aged over ·o.1rtee:-11 · 1akes choice of sa::ie, oricinal. 

25 ,-·cpt. 1817, ·:athrn !;:ines of "'iheelock, with Joel ?!etcher of L:. ndon as 

su.rety, appointed ,-,_u;) ,:ian of .! nso,1, egec flixteen, '.lilton ar,ed twenty, and Ire 

agt1c. t:1irteEm, ·,ll sons o:: Le·.i 3rac>:ett late of ~11eelock deceriser::. '.:.'hey 

Joel 'letcher :::r., loft n,) recorded estate, :101· c1id ' is second wife, '.!al'-.f, 

or 7oll:r (!!eines) (Brackett) :?letcher. 'Iis first 'i'1ife, Lucy (ITubbard) 

~-'letcher, fro::1 whor"l he separatcc bei'ure 1517, clied testate in lB24. 

1-u.~y (:rubbara) /letcher :".lade her will 13 '~,-r. 1s2,;, p;··ovec 4 ?-.rov. 1824, 



- 56 -

(she was buried in Lyndon, end died 24 Sept. 1824, ageC fifty five years). 

An abstract of her will follows: 

"In the nmae of God a::i.en. I Lucy tletcher of L;,rndon • •• being weak 1n 

body • • • make and publish this r.:iy la.st '!fill and Testament • • • 

:'irst I i:i ve 1;o my Daur:hter Gratia. ::!. Shaw ••• lant.1 ••• in Lyndon ••• 

nnf. is the same land whL:h 1Uanson "'!1aw bousht or 7":enjamin Cueing • • • 1823. 

~econdly. I ··ive ell tlle r>roperty of which I may de • • • possessed not 

:"isposed of as above to my Daut~hters Hannah BOW'·n, Betse:, ?letcher, ·:aria Dick-

er:aan, Olive -~,. lletche-r, r:uth T:". :.-'letcher, en,1 .n~T son -~'elco:ne J . .::"letcher ••• 

anc' :: • • • appoint • • • .Tery I:ickerman my executor • • • 
,, 

··;1 t,nesseo: I. J'letcher 
0lin :im·ve.:r 
.Toh•·~ :,. '"·aimb~:· 

":.ucy 7lctcher'' 

(Celcdonia 'robate 9:512:513) 

')hildre11, :1rst two probably bo:rn in '.~hesterfie;J.c., rest in L.vnr>on: 

Jan. 1702; m. john Dowen. 

iii. :?etse~;, b. l? Feb. 1735; m .. David ~.:-rec1ch. 

; . ' _,. '.'clcor:10-:"., t. 5 :pr. 1'79?; m. ·~arthn-:R. Hofflw.n, 2arah-·,. Fisher. ond 
·~rs. :~2rtha :':all. 

1. Crs.tfo-::., b. 20 Au-r; • .1799; m. J;la:iison :--haw r-nf.. Isaac Harrington. 

'Ji. >Taria-c., b. n ',ur. 1001; .m.. tr. Jeremiah Dickerman. 

vii. Olive-··:., b. 8 J'uly 1803, ct. 1837; m. nev. ::nton Brockett. 

viii. ''uth-:;. • b. :30 Ju:w 1805; m. :'."'.:ev. Hilton Brackett .. 

~ally (Roines) Brac~ett, 

i -.- • .l2_.~, 1). :] · '• r. 1813; m. ~er~1ich--I'o77nsenci •,~ales, sea ,p. 66 of nua
T,1,evitt :-:eport for h.ia record. ne ,::. 18"'5 test. 1:1entions wir:ow 
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Zerviah, sons, Charles !I. 1 Henry and Geor-ge :rr. (Cnledonia Probate) 

Hanne.h-D., prob. named for his sister !!anneh-Boueker, Lucy .tor his mother

in-law Lucy (°.'Tillard} P.ubbard r:.n·" r- is fJister Lucy, Betsey for his mother Elizabeth• 

Gratia and :i:uth were also nubbarc names, '';'elc0r:1e a co:::ll'.ilOTI mm:ne in Chesterfield. 

r'rnvestonc rt,corr:s fro·: L:md ·,n Ce.:netery copier1 1919, 

Lucy ~lotcher, aee 5~:, died 2-! Sept. 1824. [b. 1759] 

Ca:Jt. Joel ?letcber, ar;e 94, t".foJ ;:, January 1008, wife :~ary Jletcher. 'b. 1704] 

·-".ary ::?le~cher, ace 79, l~ :ran. 12'13 L vrron~ should be 1853] husband, Capt. Joel 
:'letcher. 

Town Hecor<1s of' "/heclock, 

Joel .-::'lctcher and Dolly ::,rackett, his red.idence L,vndon, Vt., J:iarried by John. r:. 
·?a.lmar, in Theelock, ;"lO \1r.r. 1817. 

(Vernont State Recorda) 



.r oel /let cher ) 
} 

"~eptamber Term 1808 

.,oel Fletcher of L~,rndin in Caledonia County Petitioner 

vs ) against Lucy 7letoher his w1tet ?etltionee. 'l'his was a 
) 

!..'.ICY ?letcher) ~1etition for o bill of divorce brotileht to the :=:.epte:iber term 
) 

22 ) of this Court 1807, ~nc continuen to the present term. Ji.nd 

now Lhe parties 1,f'orem,id being called,- the said Joe~ appeared 

and the said Lucy also, 11hen after a :f'u.11 hecrinr· of the parties in the premises 

it is ordered cG decreed hy this Court here thet said ,Toel has not supported his 

said 7 etition, onii that the sa:rie be hence ui~rris 0 ed and the 11etitioner take 

nothinf: thereby,." 

[ 'l'he clerk is nt!ll searching for further records, and aometi."lle hetween 

10,'.)8 and 13lJ, Joel and Lucy \Vere divorced. Divorce records were Lhen held 

in the Gur>erior Court of Calerlonia County• Vt.] [The Superior Court Clerk 

at Mont -peli er, Vt • , was ,unable to find a,w,t,hing, tw:-ther. J 






