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FRENCH FAMILY.

1. Joux Frexcu!l, progenitor of the Family commemorated in
this Memorial, was born in England about 1612; came to this
country and resided for a short time in Dorchester. As early as
1640, Vinton supposes, he removed to Braintree; for in that vear,
Feb. 24, 1639—40, he had a grant from the town of Boston of forty
acres of land in that place for five persons in his family.

His first wife was Grace , who was the mother of all his
children. She died Feb. 1, 1680, a. 59. He survived until Aug. 6,
1692. Thayer’s Memorial contains a full account of their descend-

ants, and Vinton's Memorial. of thnse connertesl with the Vinton
family, but neither of thew mentiou his second marriage to Eleanor,
widow of William Veazie, which occurred in 1683.

The marriage covenant agreed to between the parties is a curious
relic of the ¢ olden time,” and was discovered among some old papers
in the hands of one of the descendants of John French, and published
in the Randolph Transcript of Feb. 13, 1858, from which it is here
copied. It is in the handwriting of Samuel, son of Rev. William
Tompson, and witnessed by him and his brother Benjamin Tompson,
the far-famed poet, physician and schoolmaster of Brainiree and
Roxbury.

A MARRIAGE COVENAXNT.

“ A covenant of murriage being proposed and intended between
John French and Eleanor Veazie of Braintry in Newengland, made
and concluded this eighth day of July Anno Domini one thousand six
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hundred eighty three, doe witness that the said John French doth
pre-engage unto the said Eleanor Veazie not to meddle with, or take
into his hand, any part of her estate, wherein shee is invested by her
former husband William Veazie, or any otherwise: nor any wise
weakening her right or claim to the same. The said John French
doth hereby engage and covenant to pay to the said Eleanor Veazie
after my decease four pounds per annum annually, to be paid each
yvear immediately ensuing after the said John French’s decease, by
his lawiul Administrators, Exoeutors, or Assigns, at her dwelling
house; the spoeie of which payment shall bee paid in cord wood,
Porke, Beefe. Malt or Corn proportionably of each at prices current.
And that she the said Eleanor Veazie shall have, hold, possess and enjoy
the New end of the dwelling house in which the said French now
dwelleth with the cellar appertaining, during the time of her widow-
hood. Buat the four pound annuity to bee and continue to her and
her heirs or assigns during the term of her Natural] life. To the true
parformanca wirreof the said Joan French doth hereunto set hand
this eighth dav of July Anno Domini, one thousand six hundred
Eighty three.  OF each, interlined line twelfth; hold and possess line
13th. a word defaced line 15, before signing. -

And shee shall have applas what she please for spending. and a
place for a garden plot.

Signed and concluded on
before ns ' John French.

Samuel Tompson.

Ben. Tompson.”

A petition to the Judge of Probate for a division of his estate
among his heirs, of which a copy is here inserted shows the condition
of his family at that time. '

A PETITION.

“To the Hon. William Stoughton Xsq. Judgo of the probate of

Wills and Testaments and granting Administrations &c.—————The

humhle request of Jno. French and Dependence French Administra-
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tors to the estate of John French. late of Braintree deceased, their
father. -

Humbly sheweth, praying that your Honor will please to appoint
Christopher Webh, John Baxter senior, Joseph Peniman senior, Sam-
nel Peniman, Nathaniel Wales, or any three of them, to divide said
estate, and set out to each person concerned their part and proportion,
that so the estate may be preserved, which otherwise will be ruined
and come to nothing; housing and fences decaying and running out
of repairs, which, if every one knew their part, would be prevented.

The persons concerned in said estate are John French the
oldest son, Dependence French, Thomas French, Samuel French,
William French, the orphan of William French deceased : tyvo daugh-
ters, viz.: Temperance Bowditeh wife of John Bowditeh, Elizabeth
Wheelock of Mendon, children of Mary Lamb deceased are Mary
Poole, Alice Thaver by her first husband Poole, and John Lamb,
Samuel Lamb, Margaret Lamb, Mary Lamb, Grace Lamh, Hannah
Lamb, which. if your Honor shall please to grant will greatly oblige

vour humble servants.”

- John and Grace French had children:
1. John, Feb. 23, 1641, who m. Experience Thayer.
2. Thomas, July 10, 1643 ; d. Oct. 28, 1656,

2. 3. Dependence, March 7, 1648--9.

4. Temperance, March 30, 1651, who m. John Bowditch.
5. William, March 31, 1655, who m. Rachel Twells.
6. Blizabeth, Sept. 24, 1635, =
7. Thomas, March 10, 1657—x%.
8. Samuel, Feb. 22, 1654—60, who m. Anna Marsh.

2. Devexpexce Frexce?, (Johnl,) Braintree, m. 1, Mary Marsh
and hai
1. Mary,March 30, 1684, who m. Samue! Savil in 1707,
m. 2, Rebecea — and had

© 3. 2. John, March 10, 1688—9.

. Dependence, April 15, 1691, who m. Anna Thnyer
Rebecca, May 13, 1694, who w. John Thayer.

Darid, }Mnr. 4. 160R -9,

Elizabeth, v who m. Capt. Samuel Vinton.

@O oo

NoTe.—Deépendence French. April 3, 1717, conveyed to his sons John and Dependence
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3. Jonx Frexcu3, (Dependenee?, Johnl,) Braintree, South Pre-
cinct, now Randolph, m. Feb. 19, 1710—11, Mary, dau. of John Vin-
ton. They had

1. Mary, 1713, m. Josiah French.

2. Jobn, } Dec. 23, 1714.

3. Dependence, } v 7 ”

4. Hannah, Sept. 17, 1718,

5. Elizabeth, Jan. 1, 1722,

6. Abigail, Dec. 6, 1723. .

7. Mehitable, Oct. 14, 1727, m. Micah Thayer.
8. Rebecca. June 11, 1728,

9. Abiathar, April ¥, 1732, m. Margaret Niles,
10. Joshua, 1734, m. Ksther Wales.

4. DerexpeExce Frescid, (Joln. 3. Dependene,?, Johnl,) b. 1714 :
settled in East Stoughton: m. May 28, 1758, Mary, dau. of Willinm
Linfield sen.: . in 1803, a. 89. They both united with Rev. Elisha

Eaton’s church, now the first church in Randolph. in1741. They had
1. Dependence, April 21, 1739; m. Rebeces Hammond.
2. Experience, bap 17

3. Levi, April 27, 1740; m. Amy Packard.

+. Deliverance, Jan. 31, 1742.

4. Mary, Oct. 7, 1744 ; m. Jeremiah Beals.

G. Martha, July 24, 1747; m. Samuel Chessman.

7. John, Jan. 26, 1749,

S. William, Nov. 2, 1751 ; m. Mary Perkins.

9. Elizabteth, m. Seth Bryant.

13, Silence, Nov. 14, 1750,

11. Martha, Feb. 14, 1739,

12, Olive. April o, 1761,

5. Carrarx Joux FrescnS, (Dependence®, Joln3, Dependence?,
Johull) vesided in Stoughton; m. Jan. 20, 1779, Damaris. dan. of
Barnabias Howard Esquire.  She d. July 18, 1795, He m. 2, Euniez,
dan. of Dea. Nathanicl Wales.  He d. Jnly 24, 1806,

1Tis childven by Damaris Howard were

6. 1. Zelopha, May 23, 1750,

2. Artemas, Sept. 2%, 1731 : d. uam. Nov. 14, 1834, a. 8%,
7. 0. Olive, May:!10, 1784,
g4

i

. Daniel, Oct. 15, 178G,
. Sidney, Dec. 12, 1788,

and to their Leirs., »» one share of land lying in Braintrec at Cochato, being onc-fifth
part of lanid in the tenth divicion, as alsa the first lot in the second division, and the
ninth lot in the third division.”> He d. Oct. 12, 1752,
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10. 6. John, Deec. 18, 1790.
11. 7. Aana, Jan. 7, 1793.

6. Zerorna FrexcuS, (Johnd, Dependenced, John?, Dependence?,
Johnl.) b, 1780 : m. Oct. 15, 1803, Beujamin Ames of North Bridge-
water, who was h, 1781 : . May 27, 1850.

They had

1. Damaris, Sept. 29, 1804,
2. Nancy, Jan. 30, 180G, who m. 1826,Galen Pratt; d. May 2, 1842,
S. Daniel French, April 8, 1809 : m. Sally Packard ; d. Oct. 9, 1848,
7. Ourve FrexcnS, (Joln®, Dependence®, John3, Dependence?,
Jolhnl.y b, 1784 m. about 1806, John Colib, of Abington; d. 1830.
They had
1. Nelson, March 15, 1808.
2. Zelopha, Jan. 29, 1809 ; d.
3. Charles A. May 12, 1810,
4. Anna, June 10, 1811; d.
5. John F. Aug. 15, 1814,
G. Anson, May 10, 1816 4@.
7. Samuel N. March 3, 1818.
8. Clintha, April 22, 1821.
9. George W. Jan. 22, 1833,
¢

He d. Feb. 18, 1860.

8. Daxier FrexcuS, (Johnd. Dependence®, Johu3. Dependence?,
Jolmlly of Stoughton, b, 1786; m. Jan. 28, 1510, Joauna, dau. of
Capt. Joshua Wales,  She d. May 28, 1819,

They had

1. Joanna, June 14, 1811 : d. same day.

12. 2. Daniel, June 7, 1812,

5. Joanna, Feb. 6, 1815 ; d. March 24, 1835,
4. Lopha, July 29, 1817 ; 4. April 19, 1819.

He m. 2, Sept. 12, 1819, Phebe, dan. of Nathaniel Huont, She d.
Sept. 2, 1867, They had

13. 5. John, }}\Iarch 14, 1821,
6. Phebe,
7. Hannah, Nov. 19, 1823; d. Nov. 15, 1853,
8. Sally, March 5, 1827 ; d. April 17, 1834.

He d. April 16, 1860, a. 74.

m o .

9. Sipxey FrescaS, (John,5, Dependence?, John3, Dependence?,
John.) of Randolph, b. 1788 m. Dec. 1, 1808, Susan, dau. of Capt.
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Eleazer Beals. She d. March 9, 1852, He d. Feb. 26, 1863,
They had

1. Anns, July 12, 1809: d. May 19, 1814,
14. 2. Ansel Beal, March 4, 1811.
3. Louisa, Oct. 11, 1812: d. Nov. 12, 1815.
15. 4. Sidney. May 7. 1815.
16. 5. Ann Eliza, Oct. 14, 1816,
17. 6. Mary, Nov. 5, 1818.
18, 7. Maria. May 9, 1820 : d. July 11, 183G.
B. Lewis Thayer. Apr. 7, 1822: d. QOct. 30, 1822.
9. Emily, Oct. 18, 1823 : 4. Aug. 19, 1843.

19.10. Eunice Ann, Aug. 22, 1825,

11. Caroline Beal, March 12, 1827 : d. Uct. 29, 1844,
20,12, Ellen, Oct. 2, 1833 : d. July 11, 1861.
21.13. Louisa, May 12, 183C. ’

He m. 2. Dec. 8, 1833, Dorothy Croix.

10. Joux Frexci, (JolhnS. Dopendanced, John3, Dependence?,
Johnl,y Randolph, b. 1790 ; . July 31, 1808, Betsey, dau. of Eleazer
Beal. She was h. Dee. 81,1780 d. Oct. 11. 1845, He d. Sept. 1.
1849. They had

. James Madison, June 23, 180Y.
Jobn, Dec. 22, 1512 : d. 1849.

. Sarah Beals, Sept. 1, 1815 : d. 1848,
. Eliza Aunu, Dec. 23, 1817 : d. 1840,
. 5. Henry, Nov. 2, 1819 : d. 1846,

[ 5]

s
LU H- .07 3N
0 1D

L8]
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5
'

11. Axxa Frexcub. (Johnd. Dependence®, John3, Dependence?,
Johnl,)y b. 1793 m. Sept. 25, 1810, Isaac Keith, North Bridgawater,
son of Seth. He d. March, 1824. They had

1. Damaris Ann, Sept. 24, 1813 ; d, July 23, 1846,
2, Isaac, Nov. 12, 1813 ; d. Jan. 1, 1826,

3. Howard. Jan. 26, 1818,

4. Aberdeen, March 14, 1821,

She m. 2, Dex. 25, 1825, James Easton, who d. 1838, They had
5. Joshua, July 24. 1826,
6. James Hiram, April 13, 1828,

12. Daxiern Frexen?, (Danriels. Johns, Dependence®, Joln3, Depen-
dence?, Jolhnl. b, 18125 m. Jan. 5. 1841, Harriet Augusta Page, of
New IHampshire. They had

. A child, March 20, 154 4. same day.

1
2. Emily, April 26, 1843 ; d. Aug. 28, 1845,
.3

21, 3. Wales, Sept, L1, 1847,
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4. Elmer, } Sept. 12, 1851, 4. Aug. 4. 1853.
§. Elney, oo oo e o July 23,183 3,
6. Hattie, Feb. 7, 1859.
18. Jonx Frexcr?, (Duniel, Johnd, Dependence®, John3, Depend-

ence?, Johnl,) Stoughton, h. 1822; m. Dee, 17, 18536, Lucy Ellen

Billings of Sharon. They had
1. Emma, Sept. 11, 1857.
2. John Myron, May 9, 1860 : d. Sept. 17, 1861,
-— 3. Clarence Minot, Aug. 20, 1863.
— 4. John, March 10, 1870.
14. Caprary AxsEL Brar Frexcn?, (Sidneys, JohnS, Dependence?,
Jolm3, Dependence?, Johnl,) Randolph, b. 1811; m. May 31, 1832,

Hannah, dau. of Zeba Howard. He d. Mar. 28. 1852. They had

1. Angelet, July 28, 1833 : d. April 15, 1835.
28. 2, Henry, April 6, 1833.

3. Infant, June 30, 1827 ; d. Nov. 23, 1837,
9. 4. Ansel, Dec. 12, 183%,
5.
6.

1343

Angelet, Feb, 6, 1842 d. May 24, 1844.
Charlotte, May 21, 184G ; d. Mar. 3, 1851,

15. Sipxey Frexcn?, Boot manufacturer, Randolph, (Sidneys,
JohnS, Dependenced, John3, Dependence?. Johnl,) b. 1815; m. Sept_
30. 1830, Louisa. daun. of Moses Burrell. She d. July 5, 1859.

They had

"1. Austin Stanley, Aug. 25. 1851 ; d. Sept. 7, 1832,

— 2. George Weston, April 10, 1856.

He m. 2. Apr. 14, 1864, Elizabeth. dau. of James Adams of Milton.

They had

3. TFrederic Adams, Feb, 24, 1863,
4. Walter, Dec. 6, 1869,

16. Axx ErLiza Frexsci?, (SidneyS, Johnd, Dependence*. John3 ,

Dependence?. Johul,) b, 1816 ; m. 1332, Benjamin F., Bryant.

They had

. George Bingley, Dec. 13, 1832,

Ann Maria, March 13, 1834 ; 4. June 29, 1834,

. Ann Maria, Aug. 26, 1835.

. Charles French, June 8, 1833 ; d. March 24, 1837.
. Elsena, Oct. 8, 1540 ; d. Feb. 14, 1367,

Emily French, Aug. 12, 1343 ; d. Aug. 12, 1844.
Emma, June 12, 1849 ; d. Dec. 9, 1866.

. Horace, June 27, 1831,

e B R I N
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17. Mary Frencr?, (Sidney8, JohnS,Dependenced, John3, Depend-
dence?, Johny.) b.1818; m. Jan. 5, 1837, Ansel Belcher, son of
Jeremiah Belcher. No ch. '

18. Maria Frexca?, (SidneyS, John’, Dependenced, John3, De-
pendence?, Johnl,) b.1820; m. Nov. 9, 1834, Solomon Lawrence
White. She d. July 11, 1836. They had

1. Lawrence, June 14, 1836.

19. Ecvice Axx Frexcr?, (Sidney®, JohnS, Dependence®, John3,
Dependence2, Johnl,) m. Apr. 2, 1848, William D. 8. Fernald.
No ch.

20. ELLex Frexce?, (Sidney8, JohnS, Dependence®, John3, De-
pendence?, Johnl,) m. June 30, 1854, William Porter. They had

1. Frederic Arthur, June 24, 1861 ; d. May 2, 1863.

She d. July 11, 1861.

21. Lovisa Frexcn?. (Sidney, JohnS, Dependence®, John3, De-
pendence?, Johnl,) m. Nov. 138, 1854, Henry Perkins Niles. No ch.

22, JayMes Mapisox FREN‘(‘H7, (John$, JohnS, Dependencet, John3,
Dependence?, Joknl.) m. Apr. 1832, Louisa, dau. of John Arnold.
She d. Mar. 8. 1834, They had

1. Arnold, Feb. 8, 1834, 4. in California in 1854.

He m. 2, 183%. Lydia Penniman. Had no ch.

23. Jonx Frexcn?, (JolnS, JohnS, Dependeice®, John3, Depend-
ence?, Johnl) of Randolph, m. May 26, 1832, Maria Belcher. She
d. Mar. 15, 1833. No children. He m. 2, Oct. 31, 1834, Ellen M
Gorham. They had

30. 1. Charles Lewis, Aug. 23, 1885 ; supposed d. in battle June 3, 1864.

w~ 31, 2, Thomas N. Aug. 11, 1837,
© 32, 3. David Gorham, Feb. 8, 1841.
33. 4. Hannah Maria, Feb. 14, 1843 ; d. Nov. 3, 1869.
3. George Frederick, Jan. 2. 1845,

< 6, Henry Allen, Aug. 12, 1847,

54, 7. Sarah Elizabeth, Oct. 9, 1840 ; d. June 10, 1869.

7 =, Horace Maveus, Oct, 29, 1830.
24. Saran B. Fuexca?, (John®, JohnS, Dependencet, John3, De.

pendence? , Jull,) b, 1815 ; m. Feb. 1835. Samuel F. M. Capen. He
d.  She Ao March 9. 1848, They had



FRENCH MEMORIAL. 11

1. Samuel A. Aug. 10, 1830.
2. Charles, Oct. 11, 1839.

She m. 2, Apr. 1846. David E. Lane. They had
3. Ann Elizabeth, July 4, 1847,
25. Eriza Axx Frexca,?, (JohnS, John5, Depenlence®, John3,

Dependence?, Johnl,) b, 1817 ; m. Oct. 1839, Martin R. Gay, and d.
without issne May, 1840.

26. Hexey Frexcu?, (JolnS, JohuS. Dependence®, Joln3, Dep n-
dence?, Jolnl.) b. 1819; m. Jan. 28, 1841, Amelia, dau. of Zeba

Howard. He d. March 16. 1846. They had

1. Eliza Ann, April, 1843 ; d. Aug. 80, 1843.
2. Elizabeth Chase, Dec. 23, 1844 ; d. Oct. 10, 1856.

27. Wares Frexcnu®, (Daniel?, Danield, JolnS; Dependence®, John3,
Dependence?. Johnl.) b. 1847; m. Jan. 8. 1870. Abby F. Monk, of
Sharon.

28, Hexgy Frexcu® (dAnsel BJ7, SidneyS, John5, Dependences,
Joln3, Dependenre?. Johnl.) b.1835; m. Feb. 6, 1862, Bessie T. Cole.

They had

1. Chailes Elwell, Nov. 10, 1862.
2. Grace Lurena, July 8, 1866.

29. AxseL Frrncu8, (Ansel B.7, SidneyS, John®, Dependence®,
John3. Dependence?. Jolnl,) m. July 7. 1862, Sarah Jane Dyer.

They had

1. Lizzie Lena, Nov. 24, 18G3.
2. Jennie Agnes, March 31, 1866,

30. CuarrLes Lewis FrexcHS, (Joh;ﬂ, Joln8, Joln®, Dependence®,
Joln3, Dependence?, Jolnd,) m. Sept. 21, 1853, Charlotte E. Tirrell,
who d. June 25, 1854. He m. 2, Feb. 1857, Aurelia A. Atwood.

They had
1. Henry Clifford, Oct. 20, 1838 ; d. June 1, 1864.
He d. June 3, 1864. It is supposed killed in battle at Cold Har-
bor, Va.
31. Troyas N. Frexce®, (John?, JoluS, JuhnS, Dependence4,
John3, Dependence?, Johnl,) m. May 1, 1856, Charlotte N. Thayer

They had

dau. of
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. Sidney W. Sept. 25, 1856 ; 4. Aug.1859.
. Harriet A. June 16,1858 ; 4. March, 1861.
. Walter E. May 1, 1861.

. Harriet E. Dec. 31, 1863 ; d. Sept. 1864.

. Arthur, Jan. 14, 1866.

82. Davip Goruan Frexcu®, (Jolhn?. JohnS, JohnS, Dependence®,
Jolm3, Dependence?, Johnl,) b. 1841: m. Nov. 29, 1863, Martha

Rogers, dau. of Caleb: had

1. Henry Clifford, March 13, 1868.
2. John Gorham, Sept. 13, 1869.

33. Haxxau Marwa Frexcu8, (John?, JohnS, JohnS, Dependence®.
John3, Dependence?, Johnl,) m. Wm. H. Wood, July 3.1839. She d.
Nov. 5, 1869.

34. Saran Evizasera Frexcu®, (Joln?, JohnS, John®, Depend-
enced, John3, Dependence?, Johnl,) m. Apr. 19, 1867, George M.

Clark. She d. June 10, 1869. They had

1. Charles Everett, July 29, 1867 ; d. Aug. 5, 1808.
2. Ellen Maria, Sept. 3, 1868,

S GO b



