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PREFACE. 

A hook of reference, has, for years, been in contemplation, giv
ing a history of the Ford Families from their earliest known period 
through all their ramifications to the year 1S~. 

It was the intention to give, not only the family record of births, 
marriages, anc deaths, but a concise history of each individual, so 
the reader would form some idea of the character of the person 
he was reading about. The dates gi\'en. without any qualifica
tion, are correct ai:id reliable. 

PLAN OF THE WORK 

Henry Ford, our known primogenitor, had se,·en children: five 
sons and two daughters. Each member of this family form a 
Group. Thus, the history of thi~ member is given through all his 
or her branches, up to the present period. Each group is taken 
in its genealogical order, and form_s a separate history-!.:omplete 
within itself so far as known. 

Ko history of the Ford Famil,y h~!- e,·er been written, and it 
required years of labor to. hunt up its variou~ branches. scattered 
all o,·er the United States and its Territories. 

The hand that writes this is feeble with age, and is unable to 
carry the work further. 

THE AUTHOR. 

Waf.ash. Ocl. 1.<t, 188!!. 









• The Trndltlona.l History will I)(' found In Appendix :-.o. I, 





A HISTORY OF THE FORD FAMILY 

GENEALOGY 

HENRY FORD." 
(:\t\· GRA:SDFATHER.) 

Henry Ford settled on the north bank of the Potomac River, a 
~w miles from Hagerstown, Maryland, at a place known to this 
day as "Ford's Bend.'' Ford bad purchased this land, possibly, 
of some of Cecilius Calvert's agents, had built a house and some 
Negrq quarters (for he owned slaves) and had cleared a few acres 

of land before the Revolutionary War broke out-1775. This 
was a frontier settlement; the Indians were still in that country, 

and troublesome. 
Before this time he had se\·en children horn to him, namely: 

~AXES HlKTIIM • l>EA.T.llS KEXA.RK.!4 

l James Ford .Tuly:IO, 1-:':'l llareh 17. 18111 •••••• Richland Co., Ohio 
2 Hannah 1773 18211 ••••••. Indiana Territory 
3 Hugh Jan•y5, 11":5 Jan')·2S. )s.",O • •••••. Licking Co., Ohio 
1 Hester lW Is::! ...... Richland Co . ., ohh, 
:; Sohn 177S 1818 .... . At ~ew Orleani,1, La. 
II Robert .April 4, 1';'80 :S-ov. 15, 1885 .••••.. Plano Station, Ill 
';' Henry 1782 ISU ••••••..•..... Cadlz,Ohlo 

After father's death, Grandmother, Rachel Ford, lived in our 
family till April 17, 1S22. I was old enough to remember what 
-she told me about our family, and the history above and what fol
lows I learned from her. 

• The Traditional Hlatory will be !onnd In Appendix :S-o. l. 
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Xear the close of the Revolutionary \Var, probably in the year 

tjS::. the people were driven in fort at Hagerstown, Maryland. 
A small reconnoitering party was sent on· the south side of the

adjacent mountain; the Indians saw them coming, and ambushed 

them: when in striking distance, with deliberate aim they fired. 
The soldiers were all killed, hut three, and they were wounded;: 

the wounded men returned the fire, and each brought down his 

'• Ingin:" no time was gi\"en to re-load, but, hand-to-h:md, with 

clubbed guns and tomahawks, the battle raged furiously. The 

weakened men soon succumbed, and the scalping knife was ap
plied before life was extinct. All this occurred within sight and 

hearing distance of the fort. The Indians were in a great hurry 
to get away. leaving their dead on the field. 

The next morning a reconnaissance was made in force, and the 

situation was found as stated above. except that Henry Ford was 

not dead when he was scalped, but had crawled on his hands and 

knees some thirty rods from the place where he had first fallen; 

and judging from the way the leaves had been tom up, and from 
the amount of blood spilled, his enemy had been badly wounded 

or roughly handled: both their guns, broken and bent, were left 
on the field. Thus Henry Ford and his brother-in-law, Harlin,. 

gave up their lives as the price of British gold, to save the country 

we now enjoy. This is the history of this transaction, as given. 

me by my Grandmother Ford: 

About the year IjjS. Ford, being opposed to the institution of 

Slavery, manumitted all his slaves except an old woman, too old 
to work. who refused to accept of freedom: but after his death 

she was sold by the authorities. 

Henry Ford's sister Mary had-married a Mr. Harlin, mentioned 

ahove, hy whom she had a number of small children: two boys
:md three girls. Harlin was dead. Ford ·was dead, their houses 

hurned. their property destroyed; :me, penniless, their wives were 

left in a :rreat strait. So many men had been killed, and such great 

loss of life had obtained in the army, that there were not men. 
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enough left to raise supplies for the people. Under these dis

couraging conditions the widows Ford and Harlin threw their 

interests together and moved to the Ford farm. Mrs. Harlin, not 

being a stout woman, took charge of the children, the kitchen, the 

spinning, the weaving. and all other duties pertaining to her de

partment; while Mrs Ford took the responsibility of clearing the 

land, raising and gathering the crops, and all other labor belong

ing to the husbandry of that day. Het oldest son, James, was 
eleven or twelve yea1s old, and was of some help to her. Harlin's 

chiluren, a,; yet, were too young to be of much help to them. 

Thus, by strong wi11s and an indomitable perseverance, they 

succeeded in raising their families to habits of industry, to res

pectability and usefulneS'S. 

Rachel Ford could wield :in axe with as much precision and 

skill as any wood chopper. · 

This short history is written for the benefit of their posterity, 

that they may know and realize what this great and glorious 

country cost its founders. Their labors and privations were far

reaching and better than they knew; but we, their children's 

children, can appreciate and honor them by preserving and trans

mitting this great•• Inheritance'• to their posterity, pure and un

sullied by the Demagogue or Disloyalist. This we will do! Deo 

volente. 

Glorious women! I love them; I would put the ballot in their 

hands. 

Henry Ford was described by his wife, in her laconic style, as 

a •· Peaceable man;" a•• Temperate man:'• and he was "Smart 

too;'' •·It took a lawyer to beat him in an argument;'' he was a 

·•Good provider" for his family. He was "Looked up to by 

everybody." "He feared nothing, and he would be living yet if 

it were not for them Red-coats;'' '• I did not blame the • In gins ' 

so much, but them British! I never can get over that. I ran up 

all my pewter spoons and tankards tomake bullets to kill them 

with,and some of 'em did bite the ground before they got away; 
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but Jimmy,'' (meaning the writer) "it is all over now, and I 

reckon it was for the best.'' 
I asked her who her husband looked like? She answered-

•• Why, your daddy and Henry '' (her husband) • 'are as much 

alike as two peas; and they act alike, too." ••Billy" (my broth

er William) ••is just like 'em.'' 

Thus, this old lady would talk to me for hours, about her early 

life, and the great events of that period: but it must not be for

gotten that there was a bright side to this picture, as well as a 
dark one, which cannot be given in this short sketch. 

Mrs. Ford's maiden name was Rachel Gillan. Of her family 

we know almost nothing; only that her parents were Irish. She 

was related to the Johnsons of Kentuck.fand Tennessee. I have 
often heard her talk of Richard M. Johnson, and it was she that 

named "William Johnson Ford." She claimed R. M. Johnson's 
father as her uncle. 

While the Ford family were in fort at Hager&town, the Indians 

burned their house, with all its contents. The records being des

troyed, she did not know her own age; but she must have been 

well up in seventy (seventy-six, probably} when she died. (She 

was born in the year 1746.) After her children had attained ma
turity, married and settled, she made her home with her oldest 

son, James, until his decease, March 17th, 1819; but she continued 

in the family until she died, April 17th, 1Sz3. She was buried on 
the right side of her son J amec;, on Section 16, in Miflin Town

ship. Richland Count), Ohio. Senile consumption was the im
mediate cause: of her death. 

DESCRIPTION. 

Mrs. Ford was "rather tall, probably five feet five inches. Eyes 

gray, hair dark, had been heavily set; muscular, but not fat; fair 

complexion; temperament, when I knew her, sanguine-nervous

had been sanguine-bilious when young. Her muscles, though 

now much attenuated, had been well developed. She had a good 

command of language for a woman without an education; in rep-
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artee, quick and incisive. Was super!'.titious, like most people of 
that day, believing in ghosts, witches, evil spirits and fortur,e tell
ing. She was very kind and sympathetic, especially to those in 
distress. When I knew her she did not belong to any religious 
body, but was Protestant in principle. 

During her last years she suffered much from general debility 
and C'lugh. She would not hdve a physician's prescription made 
for her, but made her own, one of which is recollected: It was 
a decoction of the fresh root of Skunk Cabbage [ Synplocarpus 
Fatidus ]. Winter and summer I h;d to hunt and dig it for her. 
This was used to allay and ease the cough, which it did in an 
eminent degree. This intimacy with the old lady put me in pos
session of much of the family history that will be found on these 
page!!. 

Years after she had passed away, in talking with my mother· 
and other members of the family, their statements corroborated 
hers in every particular; hence I believe they ar~ entirely correct. 

If great events make great men, certainly great need made her a 
great,woman; for it put in action all her faculties: both mental 
and physical.· • 



GROUP I. 

HISTORY OF 

JAMES FORD. ELDEST SON OF HENRY FORD. 
(MY FATHER.) 

James Ford was born on the 30th day of July, 1771, on the 

north bank of the Potomac River, now '\Vashington County, 

Maryland, a few miles below Hagerstown, on a farm owned by 

his father in the bend of the river. Here. after his father's death, 

he labored with his mother on the farm until he was about 

eighteen years old. Up to this time he had no education, except 

what he had '' picked up'' of his own accord; but his continuous 

out-door labor, mountain air and sunshine. had secured to him a 

splendid physical form: his height was about fiye feet eight 

inches, weight one hundred and sixty pounds, complexion light, 

hair light. eyes hazel. skin fair-somewhat freckled, temperament 
very active, brain large * and well developed: was not very quick 

motioned, but remarkably stout. William J. Ford, his son, may 

be regarded as the be .. t type of him among all his children. 

At that time men pride'cl themselves upon their physical strength; 

their environment demanded it. and they were educated to it. 
When a dispute arose between two men, it was usually settled 

then and there - not with pistol, not with bowie knife nor 

shillalah, but with theft.~/. If one man e:tlled another a liar. it 

was answered immediately by a •' knock-do-.vn: • This ended the 

dispute: there was no appeal to the courts. Men stood more up

on their honor than they now do. If a man agreed to perform a 

"This 1 know. fornner I !tl"ew up to manhood hi■ hat waa.:i,-aod too large for me. 
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•certain amount of labor in a given time, he did it: there were no 
-excuses allowable except sickness or death; no false swearing, no 
·stuffing of ballot boxes, no altering of tally sheets, no bribery at 

•elections, occurred: the man that would do such a thing would 

,have been hooted out of society by both prylitical parties; public 

opinion ruled. The old Latin aphorism "Vox populi vox Dei," 

was true then-the voice of the people was the voice of God, be
.cause it was correct: it was true; but now, by deception and rm,

•Cality, it .is a shame, it is rather the voice~ of the de\'il. 
This description. is given that the reader may have a knowledge 

,of the state of society at this juncture. 

I never knew my father to ha\'e a quarrel or fight with a neigh
'bor, yet he had much to do with men. 

About the year 1783 Rachel Ford sold their farm in Maryland 
.and moved to Brook County, now West Virginia. They settled 

near West Liberty and lived there until they moved to the State 

-of Ohio [ 18oz ]. James Ford, the oldest son of Rachel Ford, had 

now arrived at that period of life which enabled him to see that 

.an education was indispensible; that •' knowledge was power,'' 

,and that ''The shackles of priestcraft, superstition, and error, 

were based on ignorance.'• There were no schools in the neigh

'borhood nearer than Wheeling. Virginia. four miles away: yet, 

·thither, for six months he made his daily trips back and forth, 

·sometimes on foot, sometimes on horseback, at other times by 

boat on the Ohio River. I suppose he had some knowledge of 

orthography and reading before he started to this school, but 
·spelling, reading, writing, and arithmetic, were the branches 

usually taught at that day in common schools: geography, gram
mar, history, were not; dictionaries were not used; the reading 

'.book wa~ the Bible or New Testament. 

At this time a '• Presbyterian Divine" lived in the neighbor
·hood, who took some interest in the '•Boy's.ambition,"' and pro

· posed to assist him, in furnishing him suitable books; this was 

'.'gladly accepted, for Mr. Finney had a good library for that time, 

.but it consisted principally of classical and theological works: books 



14 J/ISTURr OP TIIE FORD PA.Af.lJ.r. 

not appreciated then nor yet by young students of his age. The 
first book he got was a Digest of Calvinism, 11 subject too pro

found for him; he did not understand the language, nor many 

words he had never heard before, and was told that he must get 

a dictionary. The nearest bookstore was in Philadelphia. but he

procured his '' Key to the English Language•· in ·•Sheridan's 

Dictionary." Thus equipped, he dived into the ·• Philosophy or· 

the Unknown," but his "Key'' could not help him out of the 

l:1byrinth of "Original Sin" which he was taught that "God.• 

was pleased to permit" and hence the subjects thereof "Made· 
liable to the pains of hell forevl'r.' • Then came, also, Foreord

ination, or Prcdcstinaticn, which ran thus: ••By the decree of 

God some men and angels are predestined to everlasting life, and 

others foreordained to everlasting death.'' Their number is so

certain and definite. that ·•It cannot be either increased or dimin

i,hcd;'' and that, too, before they were born. Then the logical 
~cquence was, that God could not prevent- it, or that he toc,k.. 

pleasure in creating him for eternal punishment. 

It is stated that •·One half of the human family die in infancy •. 

hut they were guilty of Adam's original sin ( ?) ;'' yet they had no 

will in the premises. They had committed no overt act, good or 

had, yet there was no remedy~they were sinners; consequently .. 
doomed to eternal punishment. 

The book was read, it may be supposed, with considerable care 

and some thought. Mr. Finney enquired how he liked the book?· 

The boy ans_wered-

• · It is a good book, but there is a great deal of it I could not 
understand.'' 

·•What?'' 

'• What is said about 'Original Sin,' ' Foreordination,' and • Pre
destination.' I could not fix it " 

He was told in short, that he had" No. right to call in question 

those things,'• for they. were •'The inscrutable decrees of God;'• 

•' \Vhcn Goel speaks, man should be silent.'' 
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This rebuke was a stumbling block in his path for many year11. 

It came very near drh·ing him into infidelity, hut he finally set

tled down in the doctrine of the final holiness ancl happiness of 

all men, or the ultimate annihilation of the whole race: that the 
doctrine he had been taught "Was a dishonor to Goel and made 

him a savage monster." 

"Hosea Ballou's Treatise on the Atonement" fixed his• relig

ious principles for life: he firmly believed that the Scriptures 

were inspired and true: that man is pttnished in the body for the 

sins committed in the body: that the atonement made by Christ 

is full and complete; that all men would be constrained to confess 

that Jesus was the Christ • •To the glory of God the Father.'' 

He held that children. though made s116ject lo death, were made 
alive through the death of Christ; ••For as in Adam all die, even 

so in Christ shall we be made alive.' '-Cor. xy, z2. Thus, the 

child itself not being capable f!.{ sin, Christ h=ing remrr.:ed orig
inal sin, no t~ansgression could be imputed lo it; co11se9uent~v. it 
sloodjuslijied before its maker. 

Holding these principles, no man was more conscientious about 
wrong-doing than he. 

In politics he was a liberal Jeffersonian Democrat; and, like him, 

he said, touching the subject of Slavery: ••I tremble for my coun

try when I remember that God is just!•' 

HIS MARRIAGE 

-By this·time his brothers and sisters were able to care for them

. selves. He was now over twenty-six years of age, and on the 

· twenty-sixth day of January. 17¢, he was married to Rebecca 

Snedeker, also of Brook county. now West Virginia. James 

Ford lived on the home farm until after 18oo; between this date 

. and 1So2, he moved to Jefferson county, Ohio. Here he bought a 

-Section of land, upon a part of which Cadi.i.:, the county seat of 

Harrison county, is built. Here he cleared up a farm and built ·a 

·gristmill on Ninevah creek. About this time the question came 

.up of dividing Jefferson county. On this question he was elected 
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to the Legislature, in the year 1811, which, at that time, met at· 

Zanesville, Ohio, He introduced a Bill to divide Jefferson county,. 
which passed in both Houses of the State Legislature, and Har

rison county was struck off the west side of Jefferson, and Cadiz 

became the county seat. Here the writer Wall born, while his. 

father was in the Legislature. 

Not being satisfied with. his mill, the stream being too small, he 

sold out and moved to Richland county. Ohio, in 1815, and built 

another mill on the Rocky Fork of Mohican, five miles east of· 

Mansfield. This mill he completed. Being skilled in the use of 

tools, he did much of the work himself. Accidentally he fell 

through between the joists into the cog-pit, and fractured two of 

his ribs on the left side. Splinters [ spiculre] of the fractured 
hones punctured the lungs, causing an abcess which never healed, 

and from which, about one year after-March 17th, 1819-he 

died. He was buried on Section 16. MiAin township, Richland 

county, Ohio, known as Cogle's Grave Yard. 

James Ford had great mechanical skill in working in wood. 
\Vhen he died he left a good set of carpenter's and millwright's 

tools, which I found of great use to me; they enabled me to learn 

their use, and, doubtless, kept me often out of worse employment •. 

AN .ANECDOTE . 

. ·\ German whose name was ••Haversock,'' was in the habit of 

going to Cadiz on Saturday and getting intoxicated; but, if he 

went home in this condition, his wife, being a spirited woman, 
made his environment ton uncomfortable for him; thus, he was in 

the habit of crawling into Ford's hay mow, to sleep off his 

"drunk" before he went home. 

It was now the fall of the year, and the nights had lengthened, 

when Charles Young. who was father's brother-in-law, and his 

wife came to spend the evening with F<lrd in a social chat.. 

Young saw Haversock go into the barn, and understood his pur

pose. By a previous arrangement, each armed himself with a 

heavy finger stone; then they climbed up, one to each gable, on 
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the out~ide, when the following questions and answer11 were 

heard; during this intervnl Hnversock wa11 soundly asleep; Ford 
gave three henvy raps on the shingles-this awoke him; presently 

three more: raps came from Young. A voice in deep, solemn 
tone, enquired: 

f!lucs/i()11: ••Whence comest thou?'' 

An.r-.ver: ' • I lately came from Hell!•' 

~.: "How long wilt thou stay?" 

A.: "Until I take old Haversock away!" 

·' Mein Gott in himmel ! •' * he exclaimed, as he jumped hatless 
from the mow to the ground, and ran for life. 

The evening was dark, and he took to the woods; and when 

he reached home his clothes were badly torn, his skin lacerated, 
his face covered with blood; and, breathless, he exclaimed: ••Die 

Teufel!" The Devil, was all he could say. 

This incident made a deep and lasting impression on Haver

sock's brain arid nervous system, so great that he never got drunk 

afterward. Ford and Young, seeing the good effects of their joke, 

never divulged the secret. In passing, I desire to make a remark 

not exactly apropos to the subject, but it is at least a good sugges• 

tion, i.e.: Never scare a child; it will never get over it, even if it 

afterwards learni< that there was nothing in it; the effect remains, 

all the same. · This applies, also, to domestic animals. 

My father had but one fault, and it was a bad one-tobacco 

chewing. He was dyspeptic; I feel pretty sure this habit was 

the cause of it. 

I have practiced medicine now over fifty years, and must say 

that tobacco was the cause of dyspepsia in at least forty per cent. 

of all of them in the male sex, and, perhaps, as many among the 

females. 

. 
• !l.fy (rOd In ben,.·en. 
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REBECCA FORD [SNEnEKERJ. 

(MY MOTHER) 

Before the War of Iij6, the Snedeker Family. my great grand

parents, moved to what was afterwards London count~·. Virginia. 
Herc, on the third d:1y of January. ljSo, Rebecca Snedeker was 

born;· here she lived in a Germnn neighborhood until she was 

thirteen or fourteen years old: here her father, being finan,.;ially 

ruined by the sudden depreciation in value of thl' Conl'nental 

money, concluded to move to Brook county, Virginia, where land 

was cheap and there hew out another farm: This he did. Rebec

ca, up to this time, bad never spent a day in an English school 

nor could she speak the English language. but their neighbors 
were Americans; her father, mother, and brothers understood the 

language, and adopted it in the family. Thus. in a short time, 

she and her brother, George, acquired the language. and had the 

rare privilege of attending an English school for three months. 
During this interval she learned to spell and read, and took some 

lessons in writing. In the two former studies she succeeded well; 

but in the latter, for the want of more practice. she failed. Pens, 

at that day, were made of goose-quills, which required a sharp 

knife and skill to make a good pen: in this, females generally 

failed, con~equently there were few good writers among them. 

Outside of the home circle there were few manufactories in the 

country. Garret Snedeker tanned his own leather, manufactured 

his family's shoes, raiseC: wool and flax, rotted, broke and scutched 

the latter and made them ready for the spinning wheel: then his 

wife and daughters carded the wool by hand and spun it into 

yarn: the flax they hatcheled and spun into thread: these they 

dyed red, blue, black, or green. to sµit their fancy: then they wove 

it into cloth, single or mixed, linsey or linen. From th;se fabrics 

all wearing apparrel was cut and made, both for summer and 

winter. From these two textiles all finery in use at that day. and 

long after, were manufactured under the parental roof. 
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This brief history is given to !!how the mode of Jiving, the per

severance, the energy and Kkill, necessary to make life tolerable at 

this juncture. Yet the people were contented with their lot, 

hence happier than they are to-cl.Ly, Years of skilled training 

were required to train men and women for the many duties of life, 

yet they got it and were able to impart it to others. 

Under this auspicious(?) training Rebecca grew into woman

hood. Hard and constant labor seemed to be the proper hygienic 

condition for full develnpment, at lettst in her case. At sixteen 

she was a full-grown woman, and was married in her seventeenth 

year to James Ford, on the twenty-sixth day of January, 17¢, at 

her father's house, in Brook county, _Virginia. 

She kept her wedding suit until I was sixteen years old, :md on 

her wedding anniversary her children had her dressed up in it. I 

will describe her and it, ac; I recollect them: 

Her perso? was about five feet fh·e inches high; weight, say, 

one hundred and forty-five pounds; complexion light, eyes gray, 

hair auburn or dark, face full and round, cheeks red, teeth rather 

!.mall but perfect and white. She had never worn a corset and 

her waist was as nature had designed it. In short, I think she 

was a beaut.iful woman. She had a bland countenance, was re

tired in manner and slow to anger: not loquacious, but firm in 

what she conceived to be proper and right. With her neighbors 

she was sympathetic and obliging, and never abandoned a worthy 

friend. 
The petticoat and short gown were the foundation of female 

attire in the year 1796. Fashions did not change then every three 

months, as they now do, but the trimmings did, in style· and text

ure. Frills and tucks were common then; dresses gave a true 

outline of the body-no packing about the hips and shoulders was 

thought of. 
Mother's wedding dress was made of light blue English broad 

cloth, trimmed about the neck and sleeves with white home-made 

linen lace. The skirt was separate from the body, and came up 
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close under the arms, and wa~ suspended by shoulder straps. 

The hody was made like a sailor's jacket, with a short, narrow 
skirt behind, and buttoned up before. Stockings were domestic, 

made of lamb's wool dyed red; the shoei, were pumps. Her hair 

wai, wound into a knot on top of the head and fastened with a 

comb. This was necessary, for they wore hats in those days. 
Rebecca•~ was a felt beaver fur hat, dyed red, with a round 

crown, a very broad rim, and ornamented with an ostrich feather. 

Her cloak was made of red English broadcloth, gathered close 

about the neck, with arm-holes but no sleeves. This whole outfit 

was made to suit the season-January. There were many other 

things belonging to her wardrobe that cannot be mentioned now. 

The next day after the marriage she was mounted on a fine 

roan mare, equipped with saddle and bridle, and rode to her hus

band's infair. No carriages graced the roads in those days. 

Rebecca's father gave her a fine '• Setting out.'' for that day. 
Among other things, she got a fine• •Side-saddle,'' a large quarto 

family Bible bound in calf, in which was and is kept the family 

record up to this day. It is in the family of her grandson, William 

Wallace Ford, of Wabash county, Indiana. One dozen dinner 

plates, two very _large platters, two soup basins, six tankards with 
handles, all made of pewter.* Q.ueensware was not in use at 

that day. 

* 
Here we turn to my mother's side of the ancestral line, to the 

time she was married to James Ford-January, 17~. 

• Pewter Is made or Un. h•ad, copper and 1lnc: Is a ,·ery darable alloy, and has the 
1u1tre or silver, but II" more o:.::ldlzable. 
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GARRET SNEDEKER. 
(MY GRANDFATHER.) 

Garret Snedeker was horn February jth, 1745, and died Sep
·tember 4th, 18:16, aged 85 years and nine months. His parents 

•emigrated from Holland when he was a child, or probably some 

1:ime before, and settled in Lung Island. The family tradition 

.places the date of emigration to North America some time in the 
Sixteenth Century. 

Their language was German. which their decoandnnts continued 

to speak until about the year 1793. Their religion was Protestant 
(Lutheran). The original stock were artizans and farmers. 

Snedeker, by occupation. was a distiller, and was regarded as a 

skilled workman in the manufacture of fruit liquors, such as Hol

land gin, and apple brandy. I visited my uncle George who yet 

resided on the old homestead, in the year 1828. In· the garret of 

the "Old house." was a hogshead. or butt. of apple brandy, yet 

more than half full, which, he stated, was "The last distillation 

that father had made; he became opposed to the use of liquor, 

·though none of his boys ever drank to excess. and he quit tht 

business some seventeen years ago" ( 1811 ). 

Some time before the Revolutionary War. he mo,·ed from Long 

Island to London county, Virgi-nia. and bought a farm in the val-

1ey of the Apalachiari Mountains, not far from Frostsburg. Here 

my mother was born, January 3rd, 17So. 

He was a soldier in the war of 1i76-was at the battle of Bran

-dywine, and many others; suffered many privations, but got home 

without any pemranent injury. About the year't795, he sold his 
farm and took his pay in Continental money. which, in a short 

·time, was worthless. Although monitarily ruined by the country 

be had fought to free from British bondage. yet he was not wholly 

-discouraged; but being a "Home-loving German," he resolved 

to go on the frontier, where land was cheap, and hew out an
other farm. With not less than eight children he moved to Brook 

county, West Virginia, and settled near West Liberty. 
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ELIZABETH WYCOFF. 
(MY GRANDMOTHER) 

Elizabeth Wycolfwas born October 27th, 17-1-9, :md died some

time after her husband's death-date not given. The \Vycolfs 
:ilso emigrated from Holland, probably before the Snedekers 

came: and both families settled in the same neighborhood. This 

was a protestant German ·settlement; they brought their :Minister 

with them and their religious services were conducted in the Ger• 

man language. 
When Snedeker reached the proper age, he and Eliz:iheth Wy

coff were married. From this union sprang the following child

ren: Peter and Nicholas, settled in Belmont county, Ohio. Polly 

Glasener Snedeker, settled near Cadiz, Ohio; Jacob, settled in

Ohio county, Virginia: John, settled near Ripley, Brown county, 
Ohio:. George, lived and died on the old home farm in Brook 

county, Virginia. Rebecca's history is given in the preceding 

pages. 
Thus the Ford and Snedeker families sprang from "Patriots,,. 

on all sides, and need not be ashamed of their record. 
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HENRY FORD. SON OF JAMES AND REBECCA FORD. 

The history of Henry Ford, our Progenitor, is written in the 

preceding pages of this book, as far as known to the writer. 

Next, in ancestral line, is Henry, the oldest son of James and 

Rebecca Ford, -.vho Wal'> born near \Vest Liberty, in Brook county, 

Virginia, on the twentieth day of May, x7!)8, and died on the 

twenty-fourth day of May, 1S14, and was buried at Cadiz, Har
rison county, Ohio; aged sixteen years and four days. 

He died of inflammation ( meningial) of the brain. Dr. Thomas 

-Campbell, Alexander's brother, attended him in his last sickness; 
he thought, up to the last day, that the "Child would recover.'' 

Elusive hope-the die was cast! 

He had not sinned; atoning blood had covered Ad:1,,1's trans

gression; therefore, he stood justified before his Maker. 
• • Who •hnll weep when the rlchteou• die~ 

Who shnll mourn when the 1,."00d depart~•• 

SUB-GROUP N'o. z, OF GROUP I. 

NICHOLAS FORD. 

Nicholas Ford, the second son of James and Rebecca Ford, was 

born in Virginia,July twenty-sixth, xSoo, and died on the twenty

sixth day of June, 1S6S, at the home of his son, Thomas Ford, two 
·miles south of Mansfield. Richland countv. Ohio, and was buried ··- . -· 
beside his first wife, at Mansfield. 

·when a small boy he was bitten by :i rattlesnake on hi~ right 

wrist. He was some distance from the house when bitten, and 
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started home immedintely, but soon turned blind and failed to• 

reach the house; but was carried home by his older brother, 

Henry. A large slough formed on his wrist, and the physicians. 
decided that the hand must come off in order to save his life. 

Next day, when they met to amputate his arm, he declared he 

•·Would die first." and begged his father and mother to protect 
him. Their sympathies being aroused, they concluded not to, 

have the operation performed then. The boy finally recovered,. 

but the arm and hand were much smaller (atrophied) than the 

left: the wrist was bent inward, and nearly stiff, and the thumb. 

Jay nearly stiff in the palm: yet he had pretty good use of the 
hand-could handle the axe, and most other tools. 

He got a common school education, and was by occupation a. 

farmer. 

Xicholas Ford's father died March 17th, 1819. He was now 

nineteen years old. His father had made a Will a short time be
fore his death, leaving the property, chattel and real, in the fam

ily's hands. until James, the youngest, should reach his majority. 
The mill and a part of the farm were rented. Nicholas, by the 

direction and supervision of his mother, farmed the remainder .. 

The few debts were soon paid from the proceeds of the farm. 

His father had prepared the materials for a new house, but it was. 

never put up: the family continuetl to live in the old hewed-log 

house until the premises were sold. They were contented and, 

happy. 

Xicholas understood the management of a team, and succeeded
well for an inexperienced farmer. He continued in this business 

up to about the year 1824 or -5: then the farm was sold, by order· 

of Court, I suppose. 

In the ye:1r 1823, he married Susan Chew. This lady was the 

daughter of William Chew, a :Marylander, who owned a large· 

farm in the neighborhood of the Ford family. The Chew family 

were industrious and respectable people. Ford's wife was in

dustrious, even tempered and an excellent housekeeper. From. 
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this marriage came five sons and two daughters, This wife, and 
James and William Wa,;hington, her two oldest sons, died on the 
10th of September, in the year 1843. They nil died on the ninth 
day after the attack. The physicia11<1 called it "Congestive Ty
phus Fever;" they could not modify or relieve it. This terrible 
calamity came so unexpectedly, that it completely prostrated him; 
he did not recover from it for four years. He put out the remai. ·ing 
children among relatives, and broke up housekeeping for some 
tirne. About the year 1847 he married Martha Jones, about 
whom I know nothing. She had one son, Arendo Ferd, born 
May 26th, 1849. Some years after this event Martha Ford died. 
In the year 1856 Ford married Mariah Brigits, from Maine. By 
this union he had one son, Frank Ford, born on the 18th day of 

August, 1857. 

The render will now turn back to the year 18::4, to· the time when 
Nicholas got ~is distributive share of his father's estate. With 
this money he purchased a. farm fourteen miles East of Mansfield, 
on Honey Creek. He lived here some five or six years, then sold 
it. In the sale of the homestead Ford's mother kept eighty acres 
of it, and afterwards sold it to her son, Nicholas, reserving the 
house and garden during her lifetime. This land was heavily 
timbered and hard to clear, but he soon made a nice farm of it. 
He was a very industrious man; even tempered, and generous to 
a fault. ~o man ever came to him for help and went away empty 
handed, if he were able to supply his wants. 

In 1839, he sold this farm, and bought another three miles South 
of Mansf..eld, which was the lasL farm he owned. 

Nicholas made a visit to Wabash in the Fall of 1841. He stay
ed _but a short time; but the three brothers, Nicholas, William and 
James, together with the families of the two latter, made it a very 
pleasant meeting for the ten days following. Nicholas made an
other short visit in the year 1848; came again and spent the Win

ter of 1864 and -5, and returned in the Spring. In the Summer 
of that year he visited us again, bringing sister Mary Young with 
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him. This was the first family reunion that had occurred since 
the marriage of William J. Ford and Mary McGee, March, r831. 

Thirty-four years had come and gone. \Vhat startling events 
had transpired! The Mexican War ( 1N16) had terminated in the 
capture of the Capital and the ceding to the United States of a 
large portion of her territory. The fi,•e years War of the Rebel
lion ( r86r-.5) had taken place with the loss of 1,000,000 men to 
the North, and probably as many to the South. The South lost 
her Slaves, and every principle she fought for. May I ask, to 
whom belongs the responsibility of this terrible war? The van
quished refuse to answer; hut we add, suggestively, from Watts: 

• • O! Their end, their dreadful end, 
Thy aanetuary taul'h t me 110 ! ' ' 

On the other hand, what wonderful, almost incomprehensible 
advancement in the Arts and Sciences; the vast improvements of 
the country and the increase of knowledge among the masses of 
the people, obt:iined; it is not equalled by any Nation on earth. 

Although we had lost some of our loved ones, and health and 

constitution in others. yet we rejoiced, for the Nation lived; the 
people were free, and prosperity visi/,le on every hand. Like 
Paul, '' We thanked God and took courage.'' 

This reunion of two or three weeks, wa$, to say the least of it, 
a very enjoyable affair; it was an oasis in our lives, which we 
thought then would never occur again, and it ne,·er will. The 

writer is the last one: of the Group. 

NICHOLAS FORD'S FAMILY. 

JAl\lES t Born October 15, 1824- Died September ro, 1843, of 
congestive typhus fever, on the ninth day of attack. 

DoRC,\S t Born December 30, 1S26. Died January 3, 1~ of 
consumption. 

WILLIAM WAsH1~GTO~ t Born May 2, 182S. Died September 
ro, 1843, of typhus fever, on the ninth day of attack. 

EzEKIEL * Born September 1, 1831. Lives at Dublin, Washing
ton county, Iowa. 
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ROBERT • Born August 25, 18.~6. Lives at Mansfield, Richland 

county, Ohio. 

EMILY t Born October 14, 1838. J?ied of consumption. 
TnoM,\S PERRY • Born September 3, ,S.p. Lives at Mansfield, 

Richland county, Ohio. 

ARENDO • Second ·wife's child, born Mdy 26, 1849. Lives in 

Illinois. 

FR,\NK • Third wife"s child, horn August 18, 1857. Lives at 

Hartland, Hamilton county, Kans~s. 

Why these innocent children,James and William Washington, 

should be cut off so suddenly in the morning of life, no one can 

answer. Why? We do not know. Our moral guides have told 

us, hitherto, that these were '• .!:Jpccial providences,'' sent on us for 

our "Sins." Early in the Seventeenth Century the death-rate in 

London was So to each 1,000 of population. Later it was 50 to 

the 1,000; and now it is from 20 to 24 to the 1,000: The '' Laws 
of Hygiene'' have greatly reduced these special providences. 

We shall have to look to other causes for an answer to these ques
tions. Disease, in its inception and progress, is, evidently, govern
ed by'• Physical law;'' and is not left to chance ••Life is a force,'' 

hut to us as yet, it is incomprehensible. Our duty, therefore, is to 

remove or destroy all contaminating agents, keep away from con: 

tagions, and avoid exposure. In short, live up to the rules of 

hygiene as now taught. 

DORCAS FORD. 
Dorcas Ford, );icholas' daughter, was born December 30, 1826, 

and died of Phth;sis, January 3, 1864. 

She grew to be a beautiful woman, skilled in all domestic 

affairs, and was married to Sylvester Jones, October 5th, 184+ 

::.,'rom this family sprang: 1st, Martha Jane, born November 28th, 
1S46, and died July 16th, 1861. 2nd, Francis Layton, born July 

5th, 1851, and died January 26th, 185+ 3rd, Ida, born January 

+ Dead. 
• FannEir. 
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17th, 1854, and died August 10th, 1870. 4th, Charles Eugene, 

born March 3rd, 1857, and lives at Lucas, Richland couty, Ohio. 
5th, Willard, born October 16th, 1859, and li\•es at Wichita, Kan

sas. Sylvester Jones, their father, was born in 18:1, and died of 
phthisis, December :6th; 1861. 

My knowledge of this family is very limited. I vi1,ited them in 
Augu~t, 186o. They owned a small farm and were good livers, 

and stood well in society. The olJest daughter then had phthisis. 

Charles married Flora Shambarger, April 23rd, 1879, and Jives 
• near Lucas, Richiand county, Ohio. In the year 1883, Char)ei. 

visited us. He is a fine specimen of the genus homo, a good 

talker, of an active temperament, and is sprightly. By occupa

tion, a farmer. 

EZEKIEL FORD. 
Ezekiel Ford, son of Nicholas, was born at Mansfield, Richland 

county, Ohio, on the 1st day of September, 1831. He was raised 

on his father's farm. and received a common school education. I 

know little, personally, of this nephew. I wrote to him in Janu

ary, 1887, and received an answer, dated: 

Duet1s, \VASHl:IIGTOS Co .. iowA, January 19th, i:SS7. 
DR. JAMES FORD. 

Unde: 
•'I received your letter, and was glad to hear from you 

once more In reply, will give you the record of father's family, 

and my own. • • • After leaving Richland county, I first 

came to Iowa in the Fall of 1851. I returned to Mansfield, Octo

ber 3rd, 1857, and was 'llarried to Ellen Jane White at Loudon
ville, Ashland county, Ohio. Then returned to Dublin, Wash
ington county, Iowa, in January, 1858, where I ha\·e lived e\·er 
since. I am a carpenter by trade. These are my children: 

CHARLES MARios, born September 15th, 1858. 

JOSEPH BESTON, born October :8th, 1861. 

Eow1s COULTER, born, September 17th, 1864. 

ELLA (Stiles), born April 14th, 1867. 
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JOHN DERMIC, born July 18th, 1S70; died March 13th, 1873. 
"TnoJ11·As PERRY, born September 19th, 1873. 

"Charles and Joseph went to \Vestern Kansas in the Fall of 

'S4, crossed the Kansas River and stopped at Spencerville, and 
·were among the first to pre-empt; each, a quarter-section of land, 

in what is now known as Ford county, Ford (town) Kansas. 

·Charles and Joseph follow farming, Edwin teaching. 

'' Ella Ford was married, Septem her 2nd, 1885, to George 
Everet Stiles, of Washington, Washini;::ton county, Iowa, where 

,she resides. [But Ezekiel's last letter states that ·There has been 

some change in our family since writing to you last. Ella Stiles 

"has moved to Kansas City, Missouri.'-THE AUTHOR.] 

'' Charles Benton came home the 20th of January, and remained 
until Febrary 4th-inst. Then went to Illinois on the 10th and 

·was married to -Miss Minnie Bookwalter, of Gardner, lllinois, and 

'"then went off immediately to his home. His P. 0. address is 

-Ford, Ford county, Kansas. 

"I visited the boys this Fall, and like their choice of places; and 
,the looks of the Country. 

"I hope you will live to finish your book, and would be yery 

"thankful for a copy. 

"\Vith best regards to an, I close." 

EzEKIEL M Foao. 

ROBERT FORD. 

Robert Ford was born August 25th, 1836, and still lives. He 

was educated in the schools of the country, and was raised on his 

father's farm, near the place where he now lives. He owns a farm, 
.-and lives in his own domicile. He is esteemed as a good man and 

useful citizen. At the age of twenty-nine years, he married Re
'becca Irwin, of the same neighborhood, April 17th, 1866. Ordi

.narily, he was a quiet, civil man, but could not brook an insult. 
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I wrote to him for his War record, and will give the reader his. 
Jetter, just :is he wrote it: 

MANSFIELD, OHIO, March 6th, 1887. 
DEAR UNCLE: 

••I will give you the inform:ition you desire, to the best 

of my knowledge. I enlisted in Company C. R. S. Chamberlain, 

Capt:iin, Harker Colonel, in the sixty-fourth Ohio, November 9th,. 
1861, at Buckingham Camp, where the Regiment was recruited 

and organized. 

•·About the middle of December the Regiment w:is moved to. 

Cincinnati by rail, and from thence,_ by steam, to Louisville, Ken
tucky. On December :6th we left Louisville and marched to. 

Bardstown, Kentucky, :ind were brigaded there; we then moved 
to Danville and Hall G:ip. Here the Regiment was employed in 

building corduroy roads, to facilitate the movement of supplies to

Gen. Thom:is' forces at Summerville, Kentucky. After the battle· 
of Mill Springs, the Regiment w:is ordered to Bowling Green,. 

and from there to Nashville, Tennessee. 

•·The Regiment p:irticipated in the follo.ving battles: Pitts

burg Landing, April 9th. Gen. Garfield, late President of the

United States, commanded the Brigade. Afterward it took part

in the movement and siege of Corinth; also, in the skirmish at 

Mumfordsville and the battle of Stone River. The Regiment 

was c!o;,ely engaged at the battle of Chickamauga, losing about 

100 in killed and wounded. The siege of Knoxville being raised,. 

it returned to Chatt."lnooga, January 3rd, '64; here we were fur
loughed for thirty days, and returned to Mansfield, where we• 

were warmly welcomed by the citizens, who gave us a grand re

ception in Miller's hall. 

'· On the 14th of March the Regiment again left Mansfield, and! 

arrived at Chattanooga April 1st, '6+ On the 3rd of April the

Regiment with its Brigade, took part in the charge of Rocky 
Ridge."' (It was also in the battles of Resaca, Peachtree Creek~ 

Atlanta, and Franklin.-THE AUTHOR. 1 "My time being out, I 
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·was discharged at Nashville, Tennessee, on the 10th day of De

•cemher, '64. 
'• I was wounded at breakfast time in front of Chattanooga, by 

.a spent shell, breaking my skull. I lay insensible for three days 

.and nights, and remained in hospital one month. I am drawing 

.a pension of four dollars a month. * * · ' 
Here is a man, who served his country well, was in eleven bat

·tles, some of which were the hardest fought battles of the war; 
·had his skull broken and has been an invalid ever since; but his 

government is paying him for all this service and his broken 
·skull, all of four dollars a month! Comment is useless! 

Robert's children are: 
•GEORGE W., born March 4th, 1867, and is living at his father's 

home. 
:MARY EMMA, born May 6th, 186g, is living at home with her 

parents. 
•GHARLES, bo~n October 19th, 1871, and died April 5th, 187.:. 

I received a letter from George Ford, dated at Mansfield, Ohio, 
March 6th. 1887, which runs thus; 
DEAR UscLE: 

'' How are the chances for a young man, in the line of a 
•clerk or book-keeper? I do not like farming, and if I could get a 
position somewhere, I would be very thankful. If you should 
'happen to know of such a position, I would gladly come to 
Wabash to work. I can come well recommended, and am not so 
particular about pay, as I want experience. I have studied book-

1keeping for the last six months, and have it mastered completely.'' 
Respectfully, 

GEORGE FoRo. 
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THOMAS PERRY FORD. 
Thomas P. Forcl. ~icholas' son, was born September 3rd, 1S41,. 

at Mansfield, Richland county, Ohio, where he still lives. 

He was trained to habits of industry on his father's farm, educa-

tcd in the schools of the country. and was a quiet, industrious boy. 

After reaching maturity he married Miss Mary A. Mountain, an 

English I:idy, September 19th, 1S65, by whom he has h:id no. 

children. He is now in poor health (incipient consumption) and 

un:ible to do much 1:ihor. He owns :1 small, but rich farm, close· 

to :\Iansfielcl, and follows raising small fruits, and gardening. He· 

writes: 

MAXSFIELo. Omo, March 29, 18S7. 

DEAR UXCLE: 

•·We •cceivecl your kind letter; was glad to hear from 

you. "" "" Yon ask for my '\Var record: 
••I enlisted, December 11th, 1S61, in the First Independent 

Ohio Battery, and served till June z7th, 1S65. and was then dis
charged. I was in seventeen battles, and was twice wounded, 

slightly. Some of them were: South Mount:iin, Antietam, Lex
ington, Lynchburg, Winchester, Martinsburg, Frederick City,. 

Bunker Hill, etc. 

··I have poor health, am troubled with neuralgia and lung· 

trouble, since last October; do but little work. I live where I did 

when you were here.'' 

I met this nephew at Columbus, Ohio, on the 13th of Septem-. 
her. 18SS, at the Soldiers' Reunion; he was then marching at the 

head of a column of soidiers from Mansfield, as a Major. He was 

:1 fine appearing officer, and seemed to understand his duty thor

oughly. Being on duty, I had no opportunity to talk with him,. 
but marched for miles by his side and often in his way; but finally 

ga,·e out, fell out of rank, and was not able to find him after that,.. 

though I spent one day in hunting for him. No one of his broth
er, resembles his father so much as he. 
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EMILY FORD. 
Emily, ~icholas Ford's youngest daughter, was born October 

14th, 1838. 
She was raised on her father's farm, and educated as the other 

members of the family were. When a full grown woman, -she 

married Andrew Schluss~r. of the same neighborhood. I visited 

them in the year 1S6o and found Emily a beautiful woman-retir
ing in manner, affable :md very pleasant. Everything about her 

house was as neat and well arranged as-it could be. These habits 

she had learned from her mother. She has one daughter, Emily, 
living. This daughter married John Price, and they have one 
child, named Jesse. Postoffice, Nevada, Ohio. 

ARENDO FORD. 

Arendo Ford, son of Nicholas Ford, by his second wife, Martha 

Jones, was born at l\fansfield, Ohio, May 26th, 1849. He lived 

and labored on the farm until he was probably sixteen or seven
teen years old, was taught in the schools of the neighborhood, 
and was a sprightly youth. I visited his father's family one week 
in the year 1860. At that time he seemed spiritless and taciturn. 
His half-brother informed me that "His step-mother abused the 

boy and had worried the life out of him.' ' From this cause he 

ran off', went to Columbus, Ohio, and enlisted in the regular U. 
S. Army: served five years under General Custer and then got an 

honorable discharge. After this he returned to S. Louis, Mis

souri, and le:trned the moulding business in a foundry, :ind at length 

married the proprietor's d:iughter, by whom he had several child
ren. He lived, thirteen years ago, twelve miles west of Spring

field, Illinois. He visited us at that date, but we have heard noth
ing of him since. Postoffice address unknown. 

He resembled his father in appearance: was strictly temper:itc, 
industrious, and agreeable in manner. 
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FRANK FORD. 
Fr:mk Ford, Nicholas Ford's only chilcl by his last wire, was 

born August 18th, 1849, at l\fansfielcl. Ohio. He grew_ up on the 
farm, and was a bright boy. He qualified himself (or a school 
teacher. He visited us in the spring of 18S1. and stayerl about 
one year. Soon after this he returned to his mother, living at 
Belh•ille, Richland county. Ohio. He was moral. temperate, and 
trusty; had a fine deport.ment, was industrious, and possessed all 
the elements for succesi-ful life. He now lh·es at Hartland, Ham
ilton county, Kansas. Of his mother, I know nothing. 

SUB-GROUP Ko. 3, OF GROUP I. 

MARY FORD. 

Mary Ford, only daughter ofJames:md Rebecca Ford, was born 
in Jefferson-since Harrison-county, on the Ford farm, on the 
first clay of September, 18oz, ancl died at Columbus, Ohio. Sep
tc:mber ::1st, 1Si5· Mary was born and raised at a period when 
nearly all wearing apparel was made_ by hand at home, and wove 
in the neighborhood. An Irish weaver settled near her home. 
and had a ten-hundred reed. Mary spun fine flax and made twen
ty yards of "Ten-hundred linen," the first, and probably the last 
that was ever made in that county. It was spread upon the lawn 
to bleach. A mischievous colt two years old, jumped into the 

yard, wearing a yoke with a hook on the end of it, and walked 
across the web. The hook caught it about the middle. The linen 
moved, greatly alarming the colt; it leaped the fence, ran arou~d 
the orchard several times, got tangled in the linen, fell down and 
struggled for life, but could not free itself from the web. Xo man 
was near, but her mother loosed it from the colt. It was ,·ery 
muddy and green fro·m the grass. but, by its wonderful strength, 

not a thread was broken nor a rent made in it. ,vhen that was 
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ascertained. Mary laughed for joy, with the tears running down 

her pallid cheeks. I can see her yet, as she then appearecJ. 

Mary walked, during her last school year, two Miles through an 
unbroken forest on a path blazed out on the trees, to and from school 

night and morning for &ix months. She was .i good reader, wrote 

a nice copy hand and was regarded as a good scholar for that day. 
She weighed about one hundred and forty pounds, was light 

complexioned: bad a full, round face, reel cheeks. eyes dark, hair 

light, or auburn: was retired in manner, and had a low, sweet 

voice. She was regarded in the neighborhood where she lived as 

a ··Beautiful \V 0111:111.' • 

About this period ladies wore their hair around the forehead, 

put up in curls and fastened with pins. Mary had, _also, a new 

straw (Dunstable) bonnet, which hacl just come in fashion; thus 

attired, she and her brother Nicholas went to Mansfield to the M. 

E. Q..uarterly Meeting. The preacher delivered a discourse on 
"Pride" and various other disconnected topics; for he was an 

ignorant man, had no education, and his zeal seemed to supply the 

lack of sense. He pointed out Mary, who was an artless, bashful 
girl, as a specimen of••Pridc" and ostentation. He went down 

the aisle where she sat. pulled off her bonnet and called on the 

congregation to '· Look at her!" Then he began pulling down 

her curls. Instantly her brother, Nicholas. was at her side

pushecl :iway the impudent pre:icher and led his sister out. She 

was so mortified and chagrined at this vulgar proceeding, together 

with the strain made upon the brain and nervous system, that she 
never would go to that church ag:1in. This atfair did not ,.top 

here. The preacher tried to have Nicholas prosecuted for clis

turbing the meeting, but be was informed by the pc:ople that 
'' Ford ought to have knocked him down and kicked him after he 

was down.'' The :\Iagistrate said-

'' You are liable to prosecution for assault :ind b:1ttery on the 

girl.'' 
This indignity gave the girl unpleasant nbtoriety, and him dis

grace. The sympathy of all the people outside of the church, and 
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many in it, was with the girl. This incident in Mary's life illus
trates the difference bet,Neen that period nnd this. Fashions do 
change, even in churches; but this incident was II d:irk spot in 

her mind as Jong as she Jived. 
She was a fine singer, ancl had a strong hut mellow ,·oice, as 

the writer recollects: she had good command of it, and kept ex

cellent time. Fugue tunes were in vogue then, and nccurate time 
was incli~pensable. 

After Mary had completed her school cour~e, ~he taught a sum

mer school in her neighborhood. Her pupils were nearly nil 
misses, nmny of them in their 'teens. The school house haJ nei

ther floor nor loft; the door was made of clapboards. the windows 

were cracks left between the logs and covered with greased 

paper: 11s yet, no lumber mills were in the country. Yet pupils 

accomplished more in study than they do now. Eight hours 
were put in in actual study. and fewer branches were taught. 

The "Cramming'" process had not yet obtained. This course 

enabled the physical system to keep pace with the brain-de,·elop

ment, thus the pupils grew up with a normal balance between 

brain and muscle, resulting in perfect development of all parts of 

the system, and the resultant was good health. 

In the Fall of 1823, Mary Ford wns married to David Young, 

then of Wellsburg, Brook county. Virginia. Charle!- Young 

father of David, had married Hester Ford. and was James Ford's 
brother-in-law: consequently, Mary and Da,·id were first cousins. 
Both the Young and Ford families ad,·ised against this match, 

but the contracting parties were of age and no one had a right to 

oppose it. Young had brought a carriage with him, and a few 

days after the wedding David and his wife left for their home in 

Virginia, one hundred and thirty miles away. This affair made.a 

break in our family that we felt se,·erely. especially so with the 

writer. 

From thi;; elate, the history of David Young, and Mary, his 

wife, will he given together. :\Iuch of Young's history will be 
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found· in the biography of William J. Ford. which see. Of 

Young's early history the writer knows nothing. 

David Young was born April 7th, 1795, and died April 19th, 

1863. The fo1lowing children sprang from this marriage. 

·CLARISSA HE~ER Born October z7th, 1823. Died August 

26th, 1862, and buried by the side of her father. 

W1LLIAll FoaD. Born November 5th, 1825. Is now living at 

Windom, McPherson county. Kansas . 

. JAMES RAliSELAs. Born April 7th, 18;?8. Died near Wyan-

dotte, Kansas, March 22. 1SSo. 
DAVID GLADDEN } 

Twins Born June 10th, 1830, Mary died June 30th, 
M,\l<Y JANE 

1830. David died on the Atlantic Ocean, August 12th, 

1865, during the \Var, and was buried at &ea. 

SELINA (Nudd). Born February I tth, 1S32. Live~ at Columbus, 

Ohio, No. 548 High street . 

. ELIZABETH. Born October 27th, 1833. Married Marcus Mc
Dermott August 30. 1855. Died October 6th, 186o. 

ELZY HENRY. Born February 1st, 1S35. Died April II, 1859, 
and was buried beside his father. on Section 16, Richland 

county. Ohio . 
.SALATHIEL CURTIS. Born October 18th. 1836. lives in Shelton, 

Mason County, Washi.ug:!on T!,!!!tory. 

LoursA Born April 15th. 1S3S. Died February 5th, 1870, and 
buried beside her.father. 

-SYL\'AXUS DAY. Born January 19th, 1S40. Died September 
21st, 1S72. Has a wife and one daughter living at San 

Bernardino, California. 

-SAMANTHA RACHEL. Born May Sth, 1S42. Died August :9tll, 

1864 . 
. FRANCIS :\!ARION. Born March Sth, 1844 Died October 27th, 

1873, and buried at M:rnsfield, Ohio. 
David Young ·was a smith-an edge-tool maker. He and h;~ 

-wife made us a visit at M-,~sfield, Ohio, in the year 1824. \Vhile 
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there he purchased the mill and one hundred and fifty ncreM of the· 
home,tc11d farm, 11nd moved to it in the year rS::5. A new mill 

wa~ built, the far~ 0 •1larged and improved, a new barn erected,. 
fences repaired. and al' other necessary improvements made. The 

writer, skilled in the us ... of tools, helped to perform much of this' 

work. This farm took the premium for three succesMive years, nt 

the county fair, 11s the best kept nnd best improved farm in Rich
land county. Equal energy and skill were put forth on the farm 

and in the house. Success in the former depended, largely, upon 
the latter. )fary was a skilled operator in domestic economy: 

was always cheerful and pleasant, and arranged all of her domes

tic atfoirs so that each came in regular succession on every day of 

the week. Thus, all the domestic duties of life for that week 
ended on Saturday evening .. With her numerous family and va
rious interests, any other course would have been a failure. 

\Vhen the writer left ),Jansfielcl, Richland county, Ohio, in the 

year 1S33, Mary (Ford) Young and David Young, her husband, 
had live young children, and seven :1fter that; consequently I 

knew very little about them. They all, however, reached matur
ity, and were rnised on the old Ford homestead farm. All were· 

educated in the stone school house near by, and were passably 

good English scholar~. They all were high-spirited, temperate, 
and industrious. All had n taste for music, and all played on 
some instrument. 

They toek delight, both male and female, in making their home 

and its surroundings beautiful; yet they lacked inhabitivcness. 
The boys scattered oot-to Indiana, )lissouri, Kansas, Oregon, 

aml \Vashington Territory. They were patriotic, and assisted in 

putting down the Rebellion. :\fechanical skill was natural to all 
ot' them, both m:ile and female, which they utilized in after life in 

many directions. In politics, they were all Republicans, in religion, 

they were Protestant :ind liberal. They had no aspirations for 

political preferment, but were supporters of the man, wh<1, in 
their _judgment, would hesl subservc the public interest. 



DA l"/D ANIJ 11/ARr roc:NG. 39 

Consumption waK hereditary in this family. 'l'he gl'llndmother 
•(Young) died of it, after bearing tweke children; but her son, 
David Young, lived to be sixty-eight years of age, nnd the mother 
of this family lived to the end of her seventy-third year; yet their 

-children huve died of it, except William F., S111inu, and Snlnthiel 
who still live. According to the law governing hereditarr dis

•eases, their grandchildren will, under favorable circumstances, 
escape the disease. 

The foUowing_are my sister's children~by David Young: 

CLARISSA HESTER YOUNG. 
Clarissa, the oldest daughter, was born in W ell~burg, Brook 

-county, Virginia, October 27th, rS23, and died August 26th, 1S62, 
.and was buried 01, Section 16, Miflin township, Richlnnd county, 
Ohio. When 1ullr grown, she married n mun by the name of 

·Channey Kell•.•· 'ie was n large and fine appearing man, but 
was a trifling l_ibertine, nnd worthless. "\Vhen her father refused 
·to support him longer, he ieft his wife. Fortunately they hnd no 
-children. 

WILLIAM FORD YOUNG. 
William Ford Young was born at Mansfield, Richland county, 

·Ohio, on November 5th, 1S25. He was raised on his father's 
farm, and was n farmer. He moved to Kansas, and lives in 
Windom, McPherson county. 

It was thought by Salina and Salathiel, that their brother wns 
dead--did not know where he had lived; but through the post
-~asters I traced him to Windom, McPherson county. Kansas. I 
wrote to him, and received an answer; partly in hi• own words, 
I give it: 

WINDOM, McPHERSON Co., KAs., January 15th. rSS9. 
DR.JAMES Foao, 

Wabash, Indiana. 
"DEAR UNCLE:-Your letter of inquiry is received. and its 

--contents noted. I am ,·ery glad to hear from you. This is the 
·.first letter I ha,·e had the pleasure of writing to you. 
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••My wife, Elizabeth Holmes, died twelve years ago, at Wheat-• 
land, this county. My children are all dead, except Charles,. 

Lewis. and ~ellie Adelia. We are now living in Windom, on 

the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fee Railroad. I have a home· 
here worth $::,500. I am a carpenter, and can stand work yet 

a while, well." 
He says-" I was married in Richland county, Ohio, on the 

zoth day ::f :,,!'rch, 1850.'' 

He had seven ~hildren; the oldest, Martin 1:,uther, was born 

September 12th, 1852, and died June 4th, 1887, aged about 35,. 
and may have had a family. The next four children were one 
son and three daughters. died in infancy. Charles Lewis Young 

was born March 10th, 1864, still lives. Nellie Adelia Young was 

born September 15th, 1870, and lives. William is a Republican,. 
and loves his country. 

JAMES RASSELAS YOUNG. 

Jamc:s R. Young was born at ::\fansfield, Richland county,. 

Ohio. April 7th, 1828, and died March :iznd, 18So, at Wyandotte,. 
Kansas. He was raised and educated at the Ford homestead 
farm. At an early day he showed the ~kill, the tact, the ingenuity 

of the Ford stock, in working in wood and iron. His father, too, 

was a skilled workman in the latter. 

When James reached his majority, he went into the foundry busi

ness: then married .a lady in Knox county, Ohio, on December 

10th, 1854. She states, in her letter just received:-
.' In less than two years we lost all we had. This resulted from 

the depreciation of values: but he and his partners went into the· 

husiness again at Terre Haute, anti continued until the war broke 

out. ( :861) when his father and mother sent for l\im to come 
home and take care of them, which he did, until his father's death; 

then he was appointed the executor of his father's Will, and set

tled up the estate. 
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••In October, 1866, he c11111e to Kans11s City, Missouri; in Feb

ruary he mo\·ed over to \Vyandottc, Kansas, where he lived to the 
end of his days. He was sick of consumption for about two 

years, and desired to work, but failed. 

"We persuaded him to go to Color11do "-the letter does not 
state how long he stayed, but says: "The trip did him good; he 

thought he was well, but shortly after his return he had to take 

treatment constantly to the last, without benefit. During the last 

two or three weeks of his life, he told Qle what I should do nfter 

his death. 

"My maiden name wns Elizabeth Cable; was born in Knox 

county, Ohio, February, 1836, and was married on the 10th day of 

December, 1S54, to your nephew. 

"I thank you for the kind interest you have shown to my 

children. 
••I remain your sincere friend,'' 

ELiz,\BETH You:-10. 

Family record of James R. Young. 

LoVZILLA. Born January Sth, 1856. Lives at Kanu• City, Kansas. 

GEORG& RAsS&LAs. Born November ut, 18,i;S. Died April 18th, 18;9-

CHARLES GRANT. Born April .:3rd, 1861. Died October 4th, 187S. 

ZolE ROZELi.A. Born January .:5th, 18f>4. Died February 10th, 1883. 

\V1LL1AM Suv.101As. Born December 10th, 1866. Lives at Kan•as City, 

Kan•a,-. 
JA~l&S Enw1s. Born !',larch .,th, 1S6S. Lives at Kansas City, Kansas. 

FRASK FORD. Born March 19th, 1870. Lives at Kansas City, Kansas. 

DEMOREST Rm:LE. Born July 14th, 187.:. Live• at Kan•a,; City, Kan•AK. 
CLARENCE. Born April 30th, 1S;+ Died July 18th, 18;6. 

In Mrs. Young's letter of February 4th. 1&½), she says:-

. ••My oldest daughter, Lovzilla, married Mr. H. G. Root, by 

whom she has had three children, two boys and one girl.'' )fames 
and ages not given. 

•· William Sherman, the next oldest son living, is by occupation 

a carpenter, and a contractor for house building. 

• 'James Edwin is engaged in the furniture business at this time. 
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'• Fr:mk Forcl is now engi,ged in a telegrnph office as a book

keeper. I intenrl to sent! him to a business college nexrFall. He 
is an cicpert with the pen. 

"Demorest, the youngest. is now in school." 

Consumption, that fell destroyer of the human race, seems to he 
hereditary in this family. 

Frank Ford Young says, in his letter of Februa;y 4th, 18S9:

• •There are now five of us at home-mother, and four boys. 

\Ve arc doing well, financially. at present, and have a neat little 
homt: in the suburbs of Kansas City, Kansas, worth about three 
thousand fi\'e hundred dollars.'" 

In conclusion, I desire to say that. outside of the ties of consan

guinity. James Young was :m honest, industrious and peaceable 
man, and generous to a fault, Had he lived to manage his own 

property up to this date, he would be a very rich man. 

DAVID GLADDEN YOUNG. 
David G. was born on the old F,1rd homestead farm. June 10th, 

1830. and diecl at sea August 12th, 1862. 

He married a lady by the name of Mary Repp, by whom he 

had two children. Marion and Minnie. The mother is dead; 
Marion has gone to Washington Territory: Minnie is dead, and 

left two children whose names are unknown to me. 
David G. Young enlisted and was mustered in the Twenty-first 

Regiment, Indiana Infantry; afterwards the First Heavy Artil

lery. at Indianapolis. Indiana, on the 12th clay of August, 1863. 

His Captain's name was H._ Christ, of Company L.* He was ta

ken sick in Kew Orleans, and died on his wa~· to New York to 

be discharged, and was buried at sea. 

He was a true patriot, a a lovable man. who forsook father and 
mother, wife and children, and gave up his life for his countr~·'s 

good. 1~ there anything more noble than this? Ko! "He sleeps 

his last sleep. he has fought his last battle." No flowers will 

dec•>rate his grave; no Anthem will greet his ear; hut silence will 

•Se• Adjutant Gen~ral'• R<-port or th~ State or Indiana, \"ol. I\". 
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reign, until the slumber or death is broken, '' When the mists 

have cleared away" he shall live again, and '·Know as he is 
known, never more to walk alone,'' in a more glorious and better 

life. 

SALINA YOUNG [Nuoo]. 

Salina was born on her father's farm near Mansfield, Ohi_o, on 

the 11th day or February, 1832, and was married to Benjamin 

Franklin Nucld, and is now living on High street, Columbus, 
Ohio. They have one son, William Harrison, born April 10th, 

1856, married, and has two children. 
Mrs. Nudd is fifty-six years old, and is in fine health for a lady 

of her age; the bloom of youth rests yet gently on her cheek. 
She is a beautiful woman, and is a fair type of the Ford family, 

modified by the Young blood. In deportment, aff'able and pleas

ant; is quick-spoken, and of a sanguine-bilious temperament. 

Mr. B. F. N~dd is about fifty-six or fifty-seven years old, has 

an elegant physical form, and is a man of great perseverance. 
He is a railroad engineer, and is now finishing up his thirty-sec

ond year in this ousiness. By his close inspection and good sense, 

he has never in all these years had an accident. They own real 

estate, their house is elegantly furnished, and they seem to be in 

easy circumstances. 

ELIZABETH YOUNG [McDERMOTT]. 

Elizabeth was born on the old homes tend, October 27th, 1833, 
and died October 6th, 1S6o. She was married to Marcus Mc

Dermott, August 30th, 1855. They had born to them two child

ren. Oliver, born January 5th. 1859, and died April 4th following. 

Elma, born September 217th, 1S6o. 
Elizabeth's daughter Elma was married. to a man whose name 

was Oliver Balliet, July 30th, 1881, and they have one child, Ida 

May, born May 11th, 1S83. I know nothing of the history of 

Elizabeth Young; but tile above history I got from her daughter, 

Elma Balliet, this year (1SSS). She lives at No. 47 East Market 
street. Mansfield, Ohio. 
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ELZY HENRY YOUNG. 
Elzy wa!, horn February ut, 1S.,5. and was buried April r 1th, 

1S59, on Section 16. by the side of his brothers. 
Nothing is known by_ me of his early history: hut in the ye:ir 

1S56 or -7 he came to \Va hash and spent the summer here. He 
was a carpenter by trade, and built a frame house for Mr. Spaw, 

the dentist. Then he studied dentistry with him and got an outfit 
of dentist's tools. and thc·n left Wabash. \Vhile here he was 

strictly temperate, moral. and an industrious man: he kept res

pectable company. and made many friends. 

SALATHIEL CURTIS YOUNG. 

Salathiel C. was born at Mansfield. Ohio, October 18th, 1836, 

and is now living at Shelton, Mason county. Washington Terri

tory. I know nothing of his early life. He had worked in a 

machine shop, and understood the construction of steam engines 

and their practical workings. He had nm a locomotive on the 

Hocking Valley railroad some se,·en years before he moved to 

Wabash. in the year 1S75. He ran an engine on the Cincinnati, 

Wabash and :Michigan railroad one year, and then returned to 
Columbus, Ohio. From there he maved to California. Here he 

was lost to us: we did not know what had become of him, and 

supposed him dead: but afterwards heard he had moved to Olym
pia. \Vashington Territory. years ago. I wrote to him, and this 

is his answer. in his own words. as he wrote it: 

SHELTox, \V. T., March r Ith. 18SS. 

DR.]A:\IES FORD, A!\10 FA!\IILY. 

Wabash, Indiana . 
.. :\Iy dear Uncle, Aunt. and Cousins: It has been :i great_ 

pleasure to myself and wife to hear from you, especially from one 

,-o aged: it makes us both feel as if we had lacked sociability to

wards you, those who ought not to he forgotten. But I-Will not 

offer an apology, as we are to blame for it all. and you know it is 

,-o. I hope you will overlook it. as we all g-et careless. 
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"It surprises me to hear of so many change,-. as your letter is 

·the first to us from Indiana for _several years; it makes me homesick 

to see you all. Indeed. it would make my heart beat with joy ifl 

could meet you all once more. I ha,·e often thought of you, and 

think I am the only nephew you have living, of David Young's 

family. I have not heard from \Villiam, my brother, in the past 
·ten years; he then lived in McPherson county, Kansas, but his 

Postoffice I have forgotten. 

"I left Columbus, Ohio, on the :ioth day of March. 1876, for 

a climate more suitable to my health. I remained in <;:alifornia 
eighteen months. then I came to Olympia. Washington Territory, 

settled at Puget sound, and commenced driving a locomotive for 
·the Olympia and Shelton Valley railroad, and was in their em

ploy for five year!- and eight months: after that time I was em

ployed with the Sat~op Railroad Company at the town of Shelton. 

This Company js doing a large business: is running three loco

•motives, and putting into tidewater about 300.000 feet of 

lumber per day. They get for their lumber $7.50 per M. I real

·ize one hundred dollars per month. and my board: but it is very 
··hard work. 

"I have permanently ~ettled in this place. and will be better 

-fixed when my new house is completed. My family are all well, 
·and, I must say, my health never was better since 1 was old 

enough to remember. There is at this time no sig-n of lung trou

ble. My children are all grown up to man- and womanhood. 

William is twenty, Carrie about nineteen. and my baby is now 

fourteen-on February :17th. \Villie is living at Seattle. Carrie 

·will be married this month. Baby. Mary. will be the only one 
·1eft with us. pretty soon. :\fy wife and I will be left alone, 

pretty soon. the same as you and my dear old aunt. I did have 
·but one child. that I can call my own daughter. She was a 
b:>.be when we lived in \Vabash. William and Carrie were child

ren of my wife"s first husband, :\fr. :Martin: but we raised them, 

:and now they can take care of themselves. 
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"This Puget Sound country is a very healthy country. Our· 
Winters are very mild: hardly ever goes below zero, if at all only· 
two or three days. Our Summers are not hot. If the thermom

eter goes up to 100 degrees F. it is very hot for us. This Puget 
Sound Basin is a heavily timbered country, principally fir and 

cedar. 
' · You tell me in your letter that you are writing a History of 

the Ford Family. I am sure I will be delighted to see it, and if I 

have any thing in my possession that will be of any help to you, 
I am ever ready to give it to you. I have the old Family Bible;. 

it contairls the births and deaths of nearly all the family. Please· 

let me hear from you, and I will answer. 

"::\Iy family join in, by sending love to all. 
••Your ~ephew,'' 

s. C. y OU!I.G. 

I wrote to him again for a copy of the old Family Record. His. 

answer is dated l\lay 6th, 18&;, and_ contains the desired informa

tion. A few extracts from this Jetter are given:-
•• I do not think you would know me at all, as I have grown. 

very gray in the last fifteen years, and look quite old: "but I am 

not quite fifty, yet.'' Of the town, he writes: •' Shelton is a. 

small town of about three hundred inhabitants, but it is building 

up very fast. It is the county seat. and will have another Log_ 

Road in operation this summc:r." 

LOUISA YOUNG. 

Loui~:t was born 011 her father's farm, April 15th, 1S3S, and: 

dic:d February 5th, 1Sjo, and was buried by the side of her father 
on Se.ction Sixteen, in Richland county, Ohio. She was married 

hut it i!' not known to whom. She had no children. 
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SYLVANUS DAY YOUNG. 

Syh-anus Day was born near Man&fieid, Ohifl, January 19th. 
· 1840, and died, and was buried at San Bernardino, California, Sep• 

tember :nst. 1Sp. 

I know nothing of this nephew's early history, only that he 
grew up to habits of industry, and was educated as the other 

members of the family were. I visited my relatives at Mansfield 

in June of the year 186o, and found Syl~anus hunting for a sur
geon to cut away his in-grown toe-nails. I operated on him then 

and there. The matrix, that formed the nail. was also removed. 

This operation was a complete success. He had not walked for 
nearly one year I never saw him after this visit. I ad,·ised him 

·to go to C:ilifornia. and stay there, as he was hereditarily predis

posed to con~umption. He took my adv'.ce, but did not keep it 

long enough. 
After his father died, 1863, he returned home; and after a short 

visit, he went back to Lathrop. Clinton county, Missouri. There 
he kept a furniture store. Ouring this interval he married Miss J. 

Newland. 
Two years after this marriage his health failed; then, leaving his 

·wife in Missouri. he went to California again. After nine months, 

not getting any better. he sent for her, and died of consumption 
· shortly after she arri,·ed. His wife wrote me. and said: 

•·\Ve were married in the year 1S69_. :md Mr. Young died Sep
·tember 21st. 1Sj2. \Ve had but one child. Mary Louisa Young." 

Mary Louisa manifested a great desire. when she was sixteen 
years old, to learn something of her father·s relatives. hut con

·cluded they were all dead. Meanwhile. she learned from a visitor 
at San Bernardino, that there was a Dr. Ford living in Wabash, 

Indiana, who might be a relative. She wrote to me at a ,·enture, 
and her mother says: 

"My daughter, Louisa Young. was the most delighted child 

·you ever saw. when your answer came, as she was always tr_ying 
·to find some relative on her father's side. \Ve were both sur-
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prihcd lo he11r from you, anJ to know for a certainty that you al'e• 

her uncle, and, as you say, • :\'lore than an uncle.' " 
This girl wns marrieJ to Mr. William C. Gnrner, a banker, Sep•• 

tember I Ith, 1887. They now live in San Bernardino, Culiforniu. 

Speaking of her surprise when she got a letter from me, she said: 
••When I wrote, I did not expect any reply, for it has been two 

years since Mrs. Wilson told me about you. I thought in that 

time you might have moved away; but when I got the letter out 
of the office, I looked in the left-hand corner and saw •Dr.James 
Ford,' and of course I knew it was from you. I was so pleased I' 
could not stop to read it, but hurried home to impart the news to

mamma, und have her read it. I thought all my relations on papa's. 

side were dead." 

Since the above wns written. Mrs. G11rner has been blessed· 

hy an heir. She was born October 29th, 1888, and honors me· 
with the n11111e ·•Ford Garner.'' May this child live and prosper, 

and honor the name she bears. 

SAMANT!-IA RACHEL YOUNG. 

Samanthn R. Young was horn )fay ~th, 18421 and died August 

::9th. 1S6+ When she reached womanhood her health failed, and 

she died without issue. 

FRANCIS M. YOUNG. 

Francis )J. Young was born on his father's farm, March 8th,. 

:844 and die~! October ::7th, 1773, and was buried at Mansfield. 
This is the last member of this numerous family. He visited us,. 

in Wabash, in the year 1875. He was a man of fine appearance,. 
:1 good talker. and sprightly, and had :1 good English Education. 
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SUB-GROUP '.'lo. 4, OF GROUP J. 

WILLIAM JOHNSON FORD. 

William John•on Ford w11s burn at Cndiz, HnrriMon county, 

Ohio, on thr ~oth day of April, 1So5, and died at William Wallace 
Ford's residence near Wabash. lndinna, :ti eight o'clock p. m., on 

the 26th day of August, 1885. He lived with his parents at Cadiz 

until Ilh4: then the Ford family moved to Richland county, 

Ohio. But William, the dny before they started, cut hiK foot with 

an axe and was unable to travel: so he was left with his uncle, 

Charles Young, until the Fall following, when Young also moved 
to lhc &ame county, bringing William with him. 

The next year a subscription school was started in the old log 

school house, or cabin, two miles from our residence .. The Irish 

Pedagogue boarded with us. Sister Mary and William attended 

this school in the Summer of 1815, for three months. Dillworth's 

Spelling Book was then in use, and much of the bad spelling of 

this day, among old people, arises from the incorrect orthography 

of that book .. The facilities for getting an education, at that peri
od, were very limited and expensive. William's father died on 

the 17th day of March, 1819: after this he attended a subscription 

school for three months ea~h winter, for three or four years. 

During the summer season he assisted his brother, Nicholas. to 

carry on the farm. 
During this interval, his only sister, :Mary, had married David 

Young, an edge-tool maker, about the year 1821, who lived in 
Wellsburg, Hrook county. Virginia. In the year 18:z, probably, 

William went tu Virginia to learn the smithing business with his 

brother-in-law. He served three years, and was a '• Finished 

workman." 
BUSIXESS MATTERS. 

The method of working cast steel was unknown in the United States at 

this time. Nearly all edge tool• in this country were manufactured in Eng· 

land. One day, a hard-looking tramp called at Young's shop and asked for 

work. He was an Engli•hman, from Sheffield, Young was making an 
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nxe nnd u•lnl{ '' Dll•ter •tcel," 'rh,• trump told Young that I( he would l{h·e 

him work he would tench him how to work cn•t •t,•el on edirc·tool•. Young 
hnd no ,·onlldence In him, n• he wu drunk; but told hlrn to come bnck •oher 

uml he would tnlk to him, nnd, p,•rhnp•, JCln- hl111 work, Jr he would keep 
'•Straight.'' The next da.1· he returm•d with 1111 old cn•t •tee I rn~or, 11nd 

•nld: "I will con1·lncc .1·011 thnt I cnn work cn•t •lccl.'' .He forged out a 
•1111111 chl•cl nnd welded on It one hnll' 01· the rn,or, 11nd llnl•hed It In a neat 

und workm11n-llk,· 111nnner, and •nld:-

•' Mr. Youn),(, I will work for you one week for nothing, Ir .1·011 will weld 

the other hnlf on II piece of Iron, without bornx.'' 

Mr. Young tried, hut failed, "fhe Engll•htnan got work, nnd pro1·cd to be 

a 1·er~· elliclent hnnd. Young, helng_11 •killed workman, •oon ma•tered all 

the lntrlc11ci<,• In the 11111nufacturc ot" ,•dge•tool• from cn•t •tee!. The rnate· 

rlnl wn• almo•t unknown, nnd 1·cr_v •cnrce In thl• country, but he got II •up• 

ply through nn Iron ~ferchant In l'hll,uldphla, directly from the manu(ac• 

turcr•, S11ilor S: S11nder•on, Shi,tlield, EnJ,Cland: nlso, 11 keg o( borax (borate 

of •odu) which wn• u•cd a• 11 flux In welding the •tecl to the Iron. 

I h11\'e hecn thu• particular, In thl• de•crlptlon, to de•crlbe the manner o( 

work. and how It came ahout, for it pro1·ed un epoch, not only In the tool 

husine•• but also in the lh·11• of" IJ111·ld Young und William J. Ford . 

. \ •hort time after thi• Young hnd II terrible nttuck of typhoid fe1·er, which 

shattered hi• constitution to ,uch II degree thut he could not carry on the 

•mithing huslnc•s succe••lully. He now purchn•ed a part of the Ford fnrm 

in Richland couni_,·. and mo,·ed to it about the year 1Sz4. A smith •hop 

wa• erected here. nnd Ford carried on the tool hu•ine•• nearly two years; 

but he was not pleased with his location. He •old out. and purcha•cd a Jot 

in :'-I anslield. erected a shop, mounted a grind•tone silc: feet in diameter and 

ten inche, thick on friction wheels. Then he went to Pittsburg and bought 

a ton of iron, a number of bar• o(cnst steel. together with all the necessa •• v 
tools h,· could not make himself. While these preliminary operation• were 

in progres•. he had burn~-d and ddh·cred one thousand bu•hels of charcoal. 

Railroads did not exist then, and nil this material hnd to be hauled in wag• 

on• one hundred and sixty miles, while the roads were frozen. 

In the Spring of the _1·enr 1Sz7 he began operations in his new location. 

:More work cnmc in than he could do with his force. nnd he could find no 

,rnith that could make any part of the axe; consequently he had to do it 
himst•lf. [ wa~ now in my sixteenth .rear, and. the homt= farm being- sold, I 

had no employment. :My brother ;.:a1·e me_ !'1e dollars a month. with board 

and washing, to assist him in the ~hop. 
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Aner the •hop w11• put In order with 1111 nece••nry tool•, he begun work 
on one hundred 11xe1, 'l'he body 11nd eye were formed llrat, 1md mude ready 
for the •tee I; then one hundred piece• or 1teel were prepured, and the weld• 
Ing-In proce•• began. 'l'hl• done, • • 'fhe axe WWI hum mered oft"' nnd made 
ready for the grlnd1tone, 'fhe whole body 01' the tool wu, ground 11• per• 
rectly 11• they nro: to•dny. Following thl•, came the tempering, which re• 
,1ulred tact and •kill, The center ol' the bit w111 left hurder thun the corner•, 
a• the latter were more liable to break, The axe wa• now returned to the 

■tone to be neatly tlnl•hed, Theoe 1even dl•tlnct operutlon• were necessary 
to finl•h thl• tool, but the tempering wa• tbl: most particular opo:mtlon In 
tho: whole buRlne11. 'fhl• I• one of the mo•t difficult tools to muke, 11• then• 
are no strulght llne1 about It; bruin, mn•cle•. and •kill, are the force• nece•• 
•ary to complete It. 

'fheao: tools b'llve entire sutlsliactlon; every axe sold wao 11n 11dvertlsement. 
The adze, the chisel, the drawing-knife, the hoe, and al moot all other cut• 

ting lnatrument• In common uoe were also made. All this work wa• done 
by hand-and very hard work It was. 

Ford wa• a stout man, but on,: year or thl• Incessant toll gave him a pain 
In his brea•t, and reduced him In tleoh and compelled him to •top work, He 

now sold his stock, tool• and shop, and came home and reated •Ix months. 
The next Spring (1S~S) he began buslne•• again, and continued it, oft" and 
on, as he could stand it, for three yearo. He was now about twenty••lx 

years old. 

On the 17th day of March, 1831, William J. Ford was married 
to Mary McGee, of Mansfield, Richlllnd county, Ohio, by the 
Rev.Johnson, a Union minister. The older members of this fam

ily belonged to his church. This wedding occurred in the even
ing. After supper, the room was cleared, the fiddle anclo the flute 

were soon put in unison, and the cotillion began. The Rev. 
Johnson and the.beautiful bride stood at the head of the column; 
after a dance, the bowl of hot toddy was passed around; then an

other dance. Thus the devotees of Terpsichore kept up the 
amusement until eleven or twelve o'clock, and then dispersed. 

"A merry heart doeth good like a medicine, but a broken spirit 

drieth up the bones.' '-Prov, xvii, zz. 
At that epoch the amusements of the people differed from those 

this day. If a minister should dance now at a wedding, his con-
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i:-rcgntion would cliMmiKM him. Mr. JohnMon WIIM a highly edu
c,1tccl Scotcl111111n, who8e moral character and orthodoxy were 
11cvi:r cullcrl in que11tio11, 

Furci hud now Mignecl hi11 name to II note, 11s ~ecurity for a con• 

,idcrahlc sum for II man owning II l11rge estate, 11ncl who was con

,i,lerecl entirely respon11ihle; but the principal failetl, 11nd the 
security hnd to pny the debt. 

He at this particulnr time. had receh·ed his cli11trihutive share of 
his father's estate. which enabled him to pay the debt. This ad

verse experience crippled him financially for years. The Wise 
man of Israel puts his experience bluntly, thu11: 

••He that is surety for II stranger shall !IUff'er for it; but he that 

hateth suretyship is sure.' '-Prov, xi, 15. 

He continued at the anvil yet a couple of years, but in the mean 

time he purchased a small farm and made a beautiful home of it. 

The writer did nearly all of the carpenter work on his house; five 
or six hours each day were put upon it as exercise, Nhile reading 

medicine. This was done gratuitously. 

William continued in this property until September or October 

18.w. hut he sold it and reached my house in Connersville. Indiana, 

on his way to Alton, Illinois. My mother was with him, but she 

stayed with me. Atter resting a few days, he and his little fam

ily started on. I accompanied him out five or six miles. I was 

sorely impressed with the idea that he was going to a bad place. 

Lovejoy had been killed at Alton so:ne months before; the Pro

Slavery element from the South had rushed in to take the Terri
tory. and was determined to make it a slave State by brute force. 

I knew my brother hated slavery. ancl would speak his mind on 

all suitable subject~, re:;:ardless of consequences; but the parting 

hand was taken in silence: not a word was spoken. I felt that 

my bcl,,ved brother had passed away from me forever. 

There were no railroads then: they mo\·ed in wagons. Alton 

was reached in safc1:y. a house was rented. and they settled down• 

for the winter. Robert McGee. his wife's only brother. drove his. 
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·team. The tenm waK kept in UMe through the winter, which 
nearly paid expensew. 

A few weekK after he left <.::onnerKville, I made a prospecting 
trip to \Vab11Kh County, Indiana; WIiii well ple111,ed with the coun• 

·try, and purchased orie hundred and Kixty acreK of land within 

·two mileK of the county sent. During the Winter of 1839 and •40 
I bought another one hundred and sixty acres adjoining the first, 

and wus preparing to move to it. I had now learned from his 

.letters that William was dissatisfied with his environment, and 
would leave it. Why? • · Ro11a lerra, 111ala ge11s.'' A good 
·land, but bad people. 

I gave him a description of Wabash county and its inhabitants, 
and proposed to him that, if he would come to Wabash, I, too, 

would come and we would spend our days together. He dirl not 
,answer this letter then, but it settled the question as to where he 

·would go. W_hen the answer came, however, it was from Wa

bash, Indiana. He purchased an eighty-acre lot ofland two miles 

·:west of the county seat, built a log cabin and cleared five acres of 
land and put it in corn that Spring. 

The country at this time was almost a dense forest. The people 

'had plenty to eat, but they were poorly clad. the climate was 

•damp and full of malaria. Their houses were poor and the inces
sant labor required to clear away the forest and raise their crops 
-was a heavy tax on their vital forces. Cutting away the timber, 

.and turning up the virgin soil to the action of light and heat, 
~eemed to increase greatly the ge,· ns of disease. Thus they suf. 

fered, and from ague, rheumatism, and all that class of diseases 
. .arising from over-work. dampness and malaria. From 1840 to-45 

William lost three children-one son and two daughters. He and 

his wife, also, had frequent attacks;of fever and ague. Strong 

:wills, brain and muscle, were the only agents at their command to 

·give support in these trying conditions. 

I had purchased a saw mill in the Spring of 1841, where the 

Wabash Railroad now crosses Kentner's Creek, four miles west 
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of WubnMh, Willi11111 Ford moved hiM fnmily to It, took charge of 
it, repnircd it, und run it, up to March, 1844. While 'here, he KUC• 

cecdcd in liquidating nhnoMt 1111 hi11 indebtedneMM, nnd getting an 

11b11nd11nt 11111tcrial f'or hi11 new ho11Me, HiM log dwelling hou11e 

stood ut the head of' 11 deep rnvine, where the- fogs and m11lari11 
from the \V11h11Mh river covcrccl it wheneve1· the temperature of 

the nir sunk helow the dew point. 

It w1111 evident that he could not live here and be well, Then 

in the spring of 1845 he huilt II neat frame house, sunk a well, 

bla11tecl out in the lime rock thirty feet deep. This site was sixty 
rods further W e11t, 1111d on ground thirty feet higher and out of the· 

line of moving fogs. The health of the family was much im• 

proved by this change. 

It was in ~larch, rS45, that he returned to his farm. He had 

~irdled all the timber on the land he intended to clear, in the Sum• 

mer of 1S4r. ~ow it was all dead, the roots rotten and easy to. 
clear. He had given Bail Butler a lease on part of his land; this 

lease had expired. There were now about sixty acres of cleared 

land in line condition for the plow. 
The carpenter had his new house well in hand, and the pros

pect for an easier and happier life was near. A year or two after 

this a new barn was completed. 

William was elected a Justice of the Peace, and received his 

Commission from the Governor June rSth, 1845. He served his 
term out with honor to himself and with benefit to the public at 

large. Being a good talker, he would persuade the plaintiff and 
defendant to settle their dispute, or compromise it without litiga

tion, in one half the cases that came before him. This course ren

dered the office val~eless to him; the public, hewever, appreciated 

his motives, and elected him for a second term. His Commission 

is datccl June rSth, 1S50, and he served under this Commission 

until ~I:11 ch jth, 1S54, and then resigned. He served as Assessor, 

O\'erseer of the Poor. Supervisor. and some other small offices; 

hut he w:is not an office-seeker. 
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[n :,;eptemhc,1•, 1851, Ford'M henlth rniled: ho hnd 1011, 01"11ppc• 
tite, w1111 pule nnd nervous, 11nd hnd pulpit11tion of the henrt. Ho 
11ent for me to come 11nd 11tuy 1111 night with him-It w1111 i;11turd11y, 
11nd [ did Mo, Willinm guvo me II de11cription of hlM ca110 that 

evening. I took. hi11 c1111e under 11dvi1cment till morning: ho 1111id 
thnt he wn11 unnble to curry on hi11 fnrm, It being too 1m11ll to AUJ•· 
port hi11 fnmily by renting, which compelled him to Aeek some 
other mean11 of 11upport. In the morning he 1111ked me-

'• Whnt do you think of my c1111e?'' 
I 11n11wered, •' I fear you would not believe me if I were to 

tell you.'' 

'• Why, ye11 I would," wa11 hi11 prompt reply. 

I 11aid, •' It is my firm conviction that your whole trouble ari8es 
from the excessive use of tobacco.'' 

'' James, do you reall)· think so?'' 
"I most nssuredly do," was my reply. 

William sat ·in silence n short time, and threw his chew of to
bacco into the fire, sailed his "Plug" across the street into his 
neighbor's field, and said-

.• If that is the cam,e of nll this trouble, I'll soon dispose of it!'' 

I now gave him a prescription of iron, quinine, and the extrnct 
gentian, to enrich his blood 'bnd tone up his system. which it did, 
On the ::5th day of December following. [ was called again-not 
in the capacity of a physician. hut as a guest, to partake of a 
sumptuous dinner. My brother was sound. and had increased in 

weight over twenty pounds. Thus the families ·' Rejoiced to
gether,'' 

The Wabash and Erie Canal was the great ,r:1ter-way through 
which the products of the country, for m:tny miles on either side 
of it, were transported Eastwnrd: and all the merchandise in the 
West was shipped hack upon it. Consequently. the warehouse 
business was large and profitable. Ford and his brother-in-law, 
Harris Gamble. in co-partnership, engaged in this business in the 
Spring of 1853. They continued the business two years, until 
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11ftcr the completion of the Lake Eric, W11ba1h and St: Loul► 
Railro111I, which divided tho frelghtage and reduced the b1111lne11 

on the canal, The pnrtner•hip now ended, 

BUSIN•:ss l\lAT'rERS, 

Now, 11fter the lnpoc of ■lxteen yenr1, Wflllam vl1lted hi• l'rlend■ and rein, 

llvc• nt Mnn•IMJ, Ohio, HI■ vlolt ended, he purcha■ed a wagon and team, 
there, and drove back to hlo.lilrm near Wabaoh In the Fall ol' 18,<5, and con•• 
tlnued there until the •·un or 1860. 'fhen he came to Waba•h to educate hi• 
children, and lived In II hou■e he had purchn■ed ol' Andrew. J. Lewark'• 
hdro. lie lived here until the J~th day or June, 1861, at which time he 
hought a two-acre lot, So. J, In Hanna and Ewing'• Addition, of Henry 0 .. 
Ray, price $1,:00, nnd took pouc11lon oflt 1hortly aller. Be(ore thl1, how

ever, he had •old the oouth hair or hi■ rann to John Nofalnger, March 18th, 
1861; price, $,1,::.~. On March 11th, 186J, he purcha■ed of David Coble 11 

part of the Churley Section, adjoining the city llmite north of the railroad; 

price, •.VJ'"'· He moved Into thl• property •oon at'ter the purchase, and 
continued here until utler hi• wife, Mary Ford, died. April ;th, 188o. Jane 
McGee, hi• wile'• •i•tcr. kept houoe (or him (or one year ntler Mr•. Ford'• 

deceuoc. 

William W. Ford, William J. Ford's son, enlisted in the 8th. 

Regiment, Indiana Infantry, about the 5th day qf Septc:mber,. 

1lS61, and went with it to Warsaw, Missouri, on the 5th of Octo
ber. He was left in hospital, sick with enteric fever. 

Surgeon Ford was taken sick of typhoid fever here also. He• 

and his nephew succeeded in reaching 8pringfield, Missouri, a. 

few days before the Army started hack ,to Otterville. November 

9th. W. J. Ford had heard of the illness of his son, and came to. 

to see him. Surgeon Ford, with W. J. Ford and son, reported to 
Headquarters. Gen. John Pope heard the Surgeon's statement of' 

his case without any formal proceedings, ~nd orde_red his dis

charge papers made out. This was done: immediately; the Gen
crars name. was attached, and Ford and son started home the

next morning. 

The exposure during the journey, threw \Villiam J. Ford into a. 

,evc:re :attack of typhoid pneumonia, which prostrated him for a. 



long time: he barely eacnped with hii, lire. February 7th, 18661 he 
11old the north hair of hiR farm to JameM M. Blew; price, .4,000. 

JameM Mitchell Ford enli11ted in the 1,,oth Regiment, and was 
muMtered into Mcrvice on the 12th of Murch, 1864, and wa11 com
mi11Mioned FirMt Lieutenant of Company H.; was honorably diR• 

charged June 8th, 1S65. 

Oscar Clemmons Forcl cnliMted in the 14th Battery, at Indian
upolis, April 15th, 1864. 

ThuK wiinnm Ford Wa!I left ~n his farm without any assistance, 
but his patriotism wn11 sufficient 'to cover all emergencies; he con

tinued on the farm until about one year after hi!! wife's death, 
1881. 

From thi11 date Ford lived with his children, and sometimes 
with the writer. With whomsoever he stayed, he would, each 
Monday morning, lay down three silver dollars on his plate; he 
would have it ~o other way; He said he was "Able to pay for 
his board, and when he did it he felt free," The Inst winter of 
his life was spent with the writer. William was now in his Soth 
year, and it was evident that his vitality was yielding, slowly, but 
surely, to the inevitable. The accumulation of water in his ex
tremities, and shortness of breath, pointed to the heart as the fail
ing organ, and from it he died. His mind was clear, to the last. 
On the 26th day of August, 1885, his only brother, and all his 
children, stood by his bed. He did not fear death, but was anx
ious to make the •'change.'' He had a sinking spell a short time 
before this, but had partly recovered. I said to him-

•' William, your suffering is nearly done; the numbness of death 
is creeping over you; you will have no more pain." 

He lay with his.eyes closed a few moments; then, with a placid 
countenance he looked at us, and said, in a clear and sweet voice: 

" [ bid you all fare-,i:c/1.'' 

Then almost instantly he passed away. 
He was true to his country, true to his family and neighbors, 

true to himself and true to his Goel. 
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On December :12nd, 18So, he sold his lill'ln to James McKeevor 

for $7,000. Soon after this s11le, he purchased, through his son, 

Dr. J . .l\I. Ford, 11 huKineMs property in Kn111u11 City, Mi8hOUri; 

price, )!18,ooo, He renliied in rent from thiM 1>roperty $11:1 per 

month. This property WIIM Mold in July, 1885, n mnnth before hiA 

death, for $16,000. \Villinm J. Ford now made nn equitable nnd 
equnl division of all his money, notes, 1111d effects, to his three 
sons: thus he succeeded· in 11dministering on hi~ own eMtate, to the 
entire s11tisfaction of 11l1 concerned, 

The following wus publh,hed in the Wahnsh Plain Dealer, 

August ::5th, 1885: 
DKA'l'li, 

'• \Villiam Johnson Ford-at the residence of his son, \Villiam 

W. For<l. six mile~ West of \Vubash, on \Vednesday night, aged 
eighty years. Mr. Ford was one of the pioneers of Wabash 

county, having been a constant resident here since 1840. and was, 

without doubt, one of the most widely known men in the county. 

During the past year his health failed rapidly-the general bre11k
ing down of a long life of useful activity. The funeral services 

will be conducted at the residence of his ~on this afternoon, after 

which the remains will he hrought to Falls Cemett:ry for burial.'• 

MARY MCGEE. 

Mary McGee was the third daughter of Robert McGee, of 

Mansfield, Richland county, Ohio. She was married to Willfam 

J. Ford on the 17th day of March, 1831. The writer, not being 

acquainted with her antecedence, can not give her history. The 

statements made in her funeral notice are correct. Xo wayfarer 
ever came to her house and went away hungry. She was kind, 

accommodating, and a true friend. 

DEATH 01' )U(S. MAR\' J, FORD. 

'' Mrs . .Mary J. Ford, wife of William J. Ford. Esq .. died in 

their home just West of the city, last evening. of lung fever, in 

the sev~nty-second year of her age. and was buried in the New 
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Cemetery. Mr11, Ford came to thiA co11nty wJth her hu1band in 

the Spring of 1840, ancl here continued to reMic.le until her death. 
She w11A quiet und retiring in her munnen, loving and thoughtful 
a1111 wit'e, kind und nfrectionnte RM II mother, and greatly esteemed 
and loved 111111 neighbor. Her bere11ved 11nd aged comp11nion h1111 
the 11ymp11thy of u !urge circle of friends, in hiA sorrow for the 
dend."-WnbnRh />lal11 Dealer. 

Children of M11ry 1111,I Willi11111 J. Ford, who c.Jied in infancy: 
Edwin Henry, horn Fehruury 5th, ,iS32, und died September 

28th, 18.p, uged 9 year11, 7 month11 nnd 23 d11y11. 
Reheccn Jane, horn October 8th, 1833, died September 23rd, 

1835. 
Robert McGee, born June 11th, 1835, anc.l died of scarlet fever 

February 13th, 1845. 
Hnnnuh Mariuh, born March 16th, 1837, nnd d_ied of scnrlet fe

ver February ::6th, 1845. 
These children were all buried in the Old Cemetery at Wabash 

Indiana, except Rebecca Jane. She was buried on Section 16, 
Miflin township, Richland county, Ohio. 

WILLIAM WALLACE FORD. 

Son of \Villiam J. Furci, son of James Fore!, son of Henry Ford. 
William \Vallace Ford was born on his father's farm, three 

miles East of :Mansfield, Ohio, February ::8th, 1839. He was 
brought to \Vabash in the Spring of the year 1S-1-0, where he was 
raised, and educated in the schools of the county .. \Vhen he 
reached his majority. mHl the Rebellion broke out, he enlisted in 
the service of the United States, and was mustered, about the 5th 

of September, 1861, in the Sth Regiment, Indiana Volunteer In
fantry, for three years. On the ::3rd day of October he was taken 
sick at Warsaw, Missouri, of typhoid fever. followed by chronic 

diarrha•a. This attack shattered his constitution to such a degree 
that he was wholly unfit for duty then, and probably ever after
wards. He was honorably discharged in December, 1S61. He 
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h11H not wholly rccovcrc<I fro111 thiM 11tt11ck Mince; yet he i1111ble to 

nttcnd to hiN clomeMtic 11tf11ir11, He druwA II pe118ion. 

On the 4th dny of October, 1864, he waA mnrricd to MlsH Elii
uhcth Ann l\lcClure, of thiA county (WnhaMh ), For the .)11Ht 

twcnty-l'our yc11r11 he haA hccn cng11gecl in forming, nnd hns mncle 

it a 111.lcccHH, He ownA n hcautiful f11r111 on F11ll11 A,·enue Gravel 

Road, Hix miles \VcHt of \V11b11Kh, nnd i11 cngngcd in breeding fine 

,-tock: c~pcciully, 11f Short-horn I>urh11111 cnttle, 

He i11 11 ~oocl citiien, and hns the confidence 1111d reHpect of all 

hi11 11cqu:1int11ncc11. The writer is not fnmilinr with Mr11. Ford's 

nnteccdencc; hut she iH rctit-in:,:- in manner, nohle in cli11position, 

nnd nn elegant h011Hekeepe1·. 

This family hn, three :,:-rown son,, namcl.v: \Villinm Johnson 

jr., J:11ne, Edwin. and \V:tlter Wallace. 

WILLIAM JOHNSON FORD. JR. 

William J. Ford jr., was horn on his father\ f,mn on the 2nd 

day of July. 1865. He got _:111 Academical education. and taught 

seveml terms of school; and i.s now engaged as a Lonn and Finan• 

cial Broker in Kansas City, :\Iissouri. He is a bright young man 

and, if opportunity occur, will make his mark in the world. 

JAMES EDWIN FORD. 

James Edwin Ford, son of W. \V. Ford, was born on the old 

homestead, Kovember rst, 1866. He was educated in the publi_c 

schools, and is a good English scholar. He Jives with his pa

rents and carries on the farm work. and is becoming a skilled 

agriculturist. He is one of those agreeable men '• \Vhom to know 

is to love.'' There is a bright future before him. if he will accept 

of it. 
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WALTER WALLACE FORD. 

·wultcr W. Fore~ 110n ot' William W. Ford. was born in Wnbush 
•county, September 23rd, 1869. He was raised on his f11ther'11 
farm, nncl grndunted in the public schools. He taught school in 
the winter of 1887-8. The County Commissioners secured to him 
11 Schol11r11hip in the State Agricultural College nt .LaFayette, 
Indiana, where he now is. 

~ 

"] ust ns the twig is bent, the tree is inclined." \Ve shnll see 
>the direction this lcstitution will gh·e this scion. 
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J111nc111 M. Ford w1111 horn Mny 3111t, 1841, nnd hrought up on 
'hi8 f11ther'8 ti&rm two mile11 we11t of the city, He 11ttended 1chool 
through the winter months, and did farm work through the 1111m• 
mer 11ea1on. At the 11ge of fourteen yenu, the fnmily moved to 

the town of Waba11h, nnd he attended the graded 11chool11 of the 

the town. In the Fall ot' 1858 he 11ttended Waha1h College at 
Crawford11ville, Indinna, and in the Spring ot' 1859 the North

we11tcrn Christian (now Butler) Univer11ity, at lndian11poli11, Indi
nnn, 

In the Spring of 1861 he cnli11ted in the Three Month11 Service, 
but was attacked of measle11 and lay 11ick four week11 in hospital at 

Inclianapoli11, Indiana, and was not mustered into the United 

States Service, but returned home nncl attended school until the 

Fall of 1863; then was mustered into the 130th Regiment Indiana 
Vol11ntcer11, at Kokomo, Indiana. The RegimeQt being ordered 
into active 11ervice, went via Indianapolis, Indiana, and Louisville, 
Kentucky, to Nashville, Tennessee, where it was attached lo the 

Second Division of the Twenty-third Army Corps, and moved to 

the front, joining the Army commanded by General Sherman, at 
Ringgold, Georgia. On May 4th the Regiment was engaged in 
the battle of Rocky-face Ridge. the opening battle of the celebra
ted Atlanta Campaign. 

This Regiment was actively engaged in marching and fighting 

for one hundred days, thereafter taking part, in rapid succession, 
in the battles of Resaca, Kingston, Altoona, New Hope Church, 
Burnt Hickory, Kenesaw :'-fountain, Peaclitree Creek. Chatta
hoochie, and the Siege of Atlanta. 

At Kenesaw Mountain hew.is commissioned Second Lieuten
ant, and on the sixth of August following, in front of Atlanta, he 

was promoted to First Lieutenant. In October, 1864, while on 

the Hood raid in Alabama, he was taken sick .&nd sent to hospital 

on Lookout Mountain. From there he was sent to the Grant 

officers' hospital, at Cincinnati, Ohio. 'While in h<>spital at this 
place he wa» detailed by the Secretary of \Var, and ordered to re-
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port to M11jor•licncrul Dodge, at St, LouiA, Upon 11rrlv11l 11t that 
city, he w11M 11ppointt•d l>ep11rtment Ordnnnco Officer t"or tho De~ 
p11rtmcnt ot' \VrMlern MiM~ouri, with Hoadqu11rterh at Jetl'erAon 
City. He WIIM here i,civcm ch11rge of 1111d 11111de re11ponAible for 
11r11111 1111d 11n11111111ition 1111,I munitionM ot" wnr, 11mo11nting to 

$1,000,000, In April, 1865, the war being closed, he WDM mu11tered 
out of' service hy Colonel John Hamilton, Chief Mu11tering and• 
lJiMhurMinJl Officer of the Department of Mi1111011ri. Clohing thi11, 
hu,ineMM, he returned to W11bnMh, Indinnn. 

J. :\,I. Fore! now eng11ged in the 11tudy of medicine in the office· 
of' Dr. J. Fo,·d, 11nd continued with cloMc 11pplication for two years~ 
then cnterecl the University of Michigan in the cl111111 of'6811nd 19. 
In the Spring of 1869 he graduated 1111 Doctor of Medicine, but 
remained in the UniveNity a11 a post-graduate, until July JSt of· 
the snmc yeur, taking the degree of Pharmaceutical Chemist. 
After returning to Wabash, he entered into partnership with Dr. 
A. J. Smith in the practice of medicine; but, feeling restless under· 
this slow way of earning money by the practice of medicine, de
termined to ~eek the new and undeveloped West as a field for fu
ture operations. 

Before he entered on his Western enterprise, he wisely con
cluded not to go alone; thus, in October, 186g, he was married to
Beulah Kirk, daughter of Judge Nathan Kirk, of Kokomo, Indi
:m:i. Leaving Wabash in the year 1871, he engaged in'the drug 
and grocery business in Gibson City, Illinois, and stayed there 
one year. Then, going to the State of Kansas, settled in Ander• 
sun county, and engaged in merchandising u:, to 1876; then, clos
ing hi,- husiness there, he moved to Kan~as City, Missouri, and 
engaged in the drug business, and followed the profession of 
druggist for five years, At this period (1881) began the great and 
phen,nnen:cl growth of Kansas City. Ford now sold out the 
<lru~ store, and engaged in Real Estate business. At this time he 

J.cc:imc so identified with the interests and improvements of the 
city that an :1ctive p:irt was taken in its municipal affairs. Being 



W/1,/.IA,V f,'ONIJ, 

elected to the B011rd ul" Aldermen, 1111d for two yenrM holding the 
Pre8itlency ot' the Bo1ml, he foMtered the introd11ctlon and building 

of the firMt cubic road in the city, which hm, proven of Ho grent 

MucceMM that now nfty,two, mileK uf cable road nre in operntion, 

coMting in the aggregate, five million dollar11, 

All hiM renl e11tate ventureM proved 8IICCeA11f11l, and money waH 

made r11pi1lly. In one in~tance he cleared 11!103,000 on II single 
p11rchaMe, in two ye11rH, on 11n inveHtment of ljl:u,ooo. In 1886 he 

clenred up the rent e11t11te b11Mine11M, 11111! turned hi11 nttention to the 
Coal nncl Iron Fields nf the South. 

J. M. Ford ha11 been in11tr11mcntal in organiz:ng_ many large 
Companies, and plncing over ljl,J,,000,000 in actual c1111h, in the 

South, in the last ten year~. An idea of the enterprises he hns 

engaged in, may he obtained from the li11t of Corporations he has 

organized. The li!!t of published report11 that could be obtained, 
is as follow11, namely: He wa11 the-

PUESIDEST 

First :ii.ational Bank, Denison, Texas 

Paid up Capital .................. $ 150,000 

DmE.CTOR 

First Xationul Bank, Harri~-:>nville, Missouri 

Paid up Capital. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • 50,000 

VICE PRESIDEST 

Bank of Fort Payne, Fort Payne, Alabama 

Paicl up Capital............... . . ;o,ooo 

DIRECTOR 

Fort Payne Coal and Iron Co., Fort Payne, Ala. 

P:1id up Capital . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,000,000 

PRESIDEST 

Fort Payne Furnace Co., Fort Payne, Ala. 

Paid up Capital. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . :wo,ooo 
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DIKKC'rOH 

Fort Puyne R,plling Mill.Co., Fort Payne, Alu, 

Pnid up Capital,,,, ...... , . 500,000 

01RECT01t 

Fort Payne InveNtment Co,, Fort Pnyne, Aln, 

J>nid up Capital, , . . . 300,000 

D11tECTOR 

Denison Lund 1111d Invehtment Co., Deni~on, Tex. 

l'nid up Cnpitnl, , . . . 1,::00,000 

PrtK!oll>ES'r 

Dcni~on Cotton Mnnufncturing Co .. Denison, Tex. 
Pnid up Cnpital. , . . . .. , ......... ' 500,000 

DIHKCTOII 

Southwestern Con! and Improvement Co .. N. Y. 
Paid up Capital. . . . . . . . ....... , 5.000,000 

DIREC'rOR 

\Vestern Land and Improvement Co .. St. Louis 
Paid up Capital .. , . . . , . . . . . . . . 1,500.000 

Dll!ECTOK 

Kansas City :\lining Exchange. 

The writer does not know how many other enterprises he may 

Le interested in, but it is known that he owns, in real estate. bank 
stock. and money loaned on real estate mortgages. amounting to 

:j,350,000. And Beaulah Ford, wife of J. M. Ford, ·,ns in her 

individual right, property and money of the value of $1::0.000. 
T. P. Grasty, in Arkirnsaw Tra,·eler. sa_,·s of him-

•· He was one of the men who purchased and donated the. 

ground on \\"yandotte street where the million dollar Board of 

Tr:tdc editice is being built. In fact, he has been for some years 

one of the largest property owners in Kansas City: one who has 

ever been foremost in e,·ery puhlic-spirited movement. He has 
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not only got rich himHelt', hut lm11 mude 1111 hi1 friend■ comfortubly 
rich since he cnme here. So grcnt w1111 public confidence in hi11 
judgment, thut he h11d no diffic11lty in 01·g11ni1.ing II c11pit11l of tivc 

million", to develop the co11l 11nd iron dep0Mit11 on the tract und 
build II m11nuf11cturing city ut Fort Payne, Al11h11m11, where the 
Compuny ownH fifty-•ix 11qu11re mileM, close to Fort P11yne, to
gether with mo•t of the contiguom1 l11nd in the beautiful Will11 
V11lley.'' 

In conclu1ion, I will •ny th11t Dr. Fol'CI is one of the most genial 
gentlemen of my 11c,1unint11nce; 11 m11n of quick perceptions, un

th-ing energy, and lihernl views, Hi11 judgment i• wonderfully 
unerring, hi11 courage unflinching, his instincts those of a court• 
eous, considerate gentleman. 

BEULAH KIRK FORD. 

:Mrs. Beaulah Kirk Ford was born January 21st, 1846, Was 
married to J. :\I. Ford in October, 1S69, and is the mother of one 
son, Ernest Ford. 

ERNEST FORD. 

Ernest was born in \Vab:tsh, on the qth day of August, 1Sjo, 

and resides with his p,arcnts in Kansas City, '.\Iissouri. He is a 
member of the Young .:\fen's Chri,;;ti:111 Association; a bright 
youth, full of energy, and bids fair to make a useful man. 

The writer knows little of Dr. Ford's personal affairs, but 
enough is given to show that he is a man of bright intellect, great 
business capacity, and has the merited confidence of business men 
wherever he is known. 
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OSCAR CLEMMONS F'ORO. 
Son of \Villinrn J. Forcl, 11011 ot' Jameh Ford, 8on of Hem·~· Ford, 

Ohcur C. Ford w1111 horn 11. •he old h'omc~tead, on the 19th day 

of Octolicr, 1845. He w1111 l'lli11cd "" 11 farmer, and eclucnted in the 
schools of the county, up to the MC\'enteenth ye11r ot' hiM age: then 
he enli11ted 1111<1 WIIK n111,tered into the ,ervice r,f the United State11 

:\larch ;:4th, 1S6;:, 11nci wns n1111igned to the 14th B11ttery. He 
states that he \\'II• in the !'ollowing b11ttle,: 

At Guntown. l\lissis,ippi: :it :-,;'ashville, Tennessee: ut Spani~h 

Fort, nenr Mobile: and nt Fort Blakely. Alubarna. He e11c11ped 

all the perils of the hattle-tield, 11nJ w11s honorably disclrnrged. at 

Indi11n11polis, September rst, 1865. 

Oscar Ford 11111rried Ellen Amandu Brown. of Wnbm,h, Indiuna, 

October 4th, 186i, by whom he has had, up to elute. the following 

children: 

Co111oox, horn ;\larch 14th, ,,Sil, 
MA11,· BI,AXCI-IE, born :'1-ovember zrst. 1874. 

Ra11EHT ::\IcG~:E, born October 20th. 1883. 

RAJ.PH Romm, born August 2nd. 18S5. 

FRED F1n:1.1 XGlll'\':<EX horn April 27th. 11'!S7. 

Oscar C. Ford was known ns a ··Very c!e,·er man: .. a .. True 

patriot:'' and a•· Vseful citi;(en."' 

He moved to Kansas City, Missour;, in the year 1887, where 

he still lh·e,. 
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JAN\ES FORD. 
Son ofJ11111es ford, ,on of Henry Ford.• 

Jame~ Ford was born nt C:idi;r,, Hnrrison county, Ohio, on the 

morning of the 19th dny of Jnnuary, 1M1:, His fnther had heen 
.elected a Represcntntivc in the Ohio Legislnture in the Fall of 

1811, from Jetrer!lon county, nnd wns nm nt home when this sc,n 
was born. The new11 renched him some days later. Next morn

.ing the Upper and Lower House met, nncl put the Speaker of the 

Senate in the Chair. Then they hoisted Ford by the legs and 
,bore him aloft to the Speaker's desk, amid 11houti. of-

•• .rf11rrah for Ford'.,· Baby!'' 
The spirit of jollification-and perhaps other spirits-had some• 

·thing to do with this•' Fun" (the writer does not now remember). 

In the Spring of the year 1S15 father sold his farm and moved 

to Mnnsfield, Richland countJ·. Ohio. Here he bought three 

-hundred and twenty acres of land. and built another mill, on the 
Rocky Fork of the Mohican. Here the writer was raised: here 

he received his education, and here he was taught to do all kinds 

-of manual labor peculiar to the farm, the mill. and the clearing of 
land, 

In the Summer of 1818. the writer. ,ix years old, was playing 

about the mill-yard. :\Iy father wa, running the mill. \Villiam, 

my brother, and sister Mar\', were :tt 'school. Being loneiy, ! 
-crawled in between two saw-logs and fell asleep. My mother 
came to father :md enquired for the·· Child.'' Father said-

•• He was playing around here. a bit ago.'· 

Instantly search was made-the· ·Child•· was not found. The 

conclusion was. that I had fallen into the forehay and wa~ 

drowned. : 1ther. being a good Naterman. dived to the bottom 

• The pronoun ·•I•' ls u:--ed in thl~ hll'4tory. lni,4tenJ or•" He.•· 
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ot' the t'urcbny unil cruwled over the floor, but (ound nothing; he
now run to the heucl,guteM 11nd c)o11ed them, locked the water

wheel nnd hoiMted the ,:nte to let otr.the water. They Rat down. 

nil broken up, weepin,: for the chilc.l: hut the 11weet word "Pnpa'' 

WIIM henrcl in the: renr-The pen o( the writer 11tops here, power
leMM lo clescrihe the ~cene. ~o nrtiMt could portruy the Morrow, 
the surpri,e, the joy, mingled in tho11e countennnceR, The im

pression of lhi, MCene, on my mind, iR nlmost aY Mtrong to-dny 

ns it wns seventy yenrs ngo. Children never know what it costs 

their pnrents to rnisc them, until they pass through such scenes 

themselves. 

My father diecl .Mnrch 17th, 1819, and [ wns then too young to 

appreciate his loss. 

This year my sister )fory tnught a Snmmer school in II log 

cabin, which h:1d greased paper instend of window glass. With

her I took my A, B. C, lessons. In those days the boy who could 

read. write II fair copy hand, and cypher to the Rule of Three, 
single proportion, wns regarded as n good scholar. Grammar, 

Geography. and many other branches taught at this day, were 

never thought ot: Boys able to work on the farm, stayed at home 
through the cropping seJson. and attended school three or four 
montlls during the Winter. The reading book was the Bible. 

A gentleman came from Pennsylvanin and taught a school in 

our ncighborho0<I, who induced me to study some of the higher 

hr:mchcs. He taught me :\'lurray's Grammar, \Voodbridge's 

Geography, Geom~try. Trigonometry and Surveying. In the two 
latter I worked out every sum, and transferred the work into a 

hook, made: :di the drawings and colored some of them. Edwin 
H. Ford has these books now. Lindley :Murrny's English Reader 

was usccl in this sc:iool. This teacher a<lvised me to get Blair's. 

Xatur:1I Philosophy, ancl ·• ),fake yourself master of it." This "I 
did: the ,tudy of Physics suited my natural bent of mind, and I 
took gre:it delight in it. 

In the: ,:ile •>f the homestead-farm Rebecca Ford kept the north 

cig-hty acres. and I built her a house. It was a one-story frame 
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building, hnd two 1·oom~ 11nd a porch on the front Ride, and a 
,;tone chimney nt the north end. I cut the timber, 

had it snwed into lumber of suitable size, made the shin-
. gles, frnmed the house and enclo~ed it. Then the floor was laid, 

and the whole interior was ceiled with worked stuff. I made the 
,;ash, and two panel doors; my mother found the· glass and nails; 
all else was done by me without cost to her. While this work 

wns progressing, she sold this lnnd to her son Nicholas, reserving 

her house. garden, and the use of the yard and spring as long as 

she lived. This sale seemed necessar)~ as I intended to leave, 
to qualify myself for any kind of business that I couW reach; and 

would probably not live much longer with her. I am not asham
·ed to write it: l loved my mother. She was worthy of it She 

was my Guardian Angel; I owe my all to her. After I was set

tled and had a home of my own she came and lin,d with me for 
about thirty-five years; but I never was able to pay the debt of 

gratitude I ow.ed to her; but instead, I ha,·e extended that grati
tude, in a substantial way, to other mothers who were in distress 

and had no one to look to for help. This I did, and do yet, for 
her sake, and am happy in the act. 

The studies mentioned above were carried to completion in that 
house. I had no company except mother, hut my whole soul, 

body and spirit, were wrapped ui, in these expanding lines of 
study. 

In my childish fancy, I thought I would soon know all that 
there was to he known. The history of Wm,hington, by Weems, 
had been read; Washington was my beau ideal of perfection; was a 

surveyor, and cotild measure unknown distances by triangulation. 
I had attained to this: but about this time I had got Blair's Xat

ural Philo~oph)·· It soon dispelled all my childish ideas about 
-nature and her laws-to me vast and incomprehensible. I was 

not discouraged, but was determined to know something more 
.about this •' Speck of a world·· I had been living in these se,·en

.teen years, without knowing, really. :my thing about it. I had 
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reached a pivotal point in my life; I took more real plen'lure in the· 

ac'luisition of knowledge thnn I .did in piny. My playmates suicl: 

··Ford hns got religion-has quit swearing. 11nd is as sober as 

Prie~t Rolancl '' (the Presbyteri11n :\Iinister). My answer was: 

··Ford h:1s not got religion; but has quit swearing, becuuse it 

~poils the beauty of our l11ng11uge. Besides. well-bred people 

clon't swear; and I a_m thinking about the gre:1t things I am. 

studying.'' 

In the ye:tr rSzS I started to Kenyon College, on foot. I had. 

,ent my trunk hy stage to )It. Vernon, five miles West of Gam

hier. Gamb~er was reached Tuesday noon. rknew no one •. 

Bishop Ch:1sc was enquired for, he being the President of the 

College. I will give the conversation, just as it occurred, between, 

the Bishop and myself: 

· · Be scatecl '·-pushing a chair toward me. ·•Have you any· 
lmsiness with me?'' 

.. ·\·cs. sir.'' 

· · \Vhat is it?'· 

··I came to go to school." 

··Ha\·•! you any letters?'" 
··Xo. sir.·· 

· · \Vherc did you come from?•· 
.. ::\fa:1,field. Ohio.'" 

··Did your father send you? •· 

· · X o. sir: he is not living." 
··Your guardian ,ent you?'" 

·· Xo. sir: I came myself.'' 

··How die! yon know anything about this Institution?·· 

··I s:1w it advcrti,ed in a newspaper.'' 

··It will cost you sixty <loll:irs a year for boarding. wash_ing, and. 
tuition:· 

··)·c .... ~ir: I've got the n1oney." 

·· H:l\"c yon ever been to school?" 
•• 'Ye..·:--. ~ir:· 
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••What hooks huvc you rend?'' 

'' :\Iy reading books were: the Bible and the Englh,h Render; 
Dnyball and Smith's Arithmetics, \Voodbridge's Geography, and 

l\Inrrny's Grnmmnr.'' 
"Anything else?" 

'' Yes, sir: Geometry. :md Surveying.'' 
".-\h! You arc a Surveyor, then: cnn you box the compass?'' 

'", .. es, sir: ' 
••Try it.'' 

I beg:111 at the North. nncl boxed, sailor-fashion, around to the 

West. 

• ·That's right-that will do.'' 

During this conversation :1 Indy plainly dressed, wearing glasses, 
came into the room. She was portly and dignified. Up to this 

time I had felt easy, but II sense of bashfulness h~d come over me. 
The Bishop informed the lady of my case, and said-

" What slrall we do with him?" 

The lady s.-iicl to me-

" Have vou a mother?" . , 
··Yes. ma'm." 
··Is she II good mother to you?"' 

I st.-immercd out-" The best I ever had!" 
··I expect ~o • '-laughing heartily. The Bishop was laughing, 

too. :\Iy checks burned like fire. She said-

.' Bishop, we will take this boy.'· 

:\1y sixty dollars were paid, :md my name, age. and residence, 

were placed on the books. 

Bishop Chase's nephew, Salmon P. Chase,·· Was a tutor in the 

College.* and under the latter I began the study of Latin, and read 
"Historia Sacra.'' and ntten<lecl Kenyon one year: then, a Class

ical High School having been established at :\Iansficld, I attended 
school there II year, taking a Classical course." Meanwhile. Dr. 

• See page Jr. or the 11th District or Blogruphlcul History or 8el!-ma<le .\!en or the 
State- or Imllnna. AJ!ilO, HJ,-.tory of Waba<t1h County. pa.:e Jti.j. 
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BuMhnell, our fnmily phy1icl1111, per~uuded mo to rend medicine 

with him. l\Iy mother WUK opposed to this, on the ground that 
" It wa, 11 hard life und not much money in it." But th!! Ktudy 

involved so mnny of the Natural ScienceM that it pleaMed me, and 

I made up my mind to enguge in it UM II life-work. 

THF. STUDY OJ•' ~IF.l>ICISF., 

Two years of lmrd ,tudy wus put in: of thnt time, five monthM 

wns spent with \Vistnr's Anatom.1·. It 11·11s n dry study, and, 

mentally, hnrd work; hut it was reg:mlecl us the fouudation upon 
which the whole superstructure of the Science of medicine stood, 

Heuce, the .necessity of thorough work in the beginning-. In ad
dition to Anntomy. Chemistry, Physiology, Materin Medica and 

Thcrnpeutics, Thcory and Pr:1ctice, Surgery, and Obstetrics, we1·e 
studied. 

In the Spring of 1833 I had nmde nrrangements to pass the 

Summer and Fall with Dr. Craighead. of Dayton, Ohio. Dr. 

Bushnell gave me a certificate of the length of time I h:ul studied 

with him. stating that I ·•Had heen :1 diligent student, was a mnn 

of good moral character,'' etc.: hut on the day J was to start I 

failetl to get the money that was owing me. consequently was 

compelled to stuy in ,\fansfield. Dr. A. Miller mnde me a gener

ous offer to come into his office, which was accepted. Drs. Miller 

and Bushnell had heen in co-partnership years before, and were 

bitter enemies; of this, however, I had no knowledge, but it made 

Bushnell very ho~tilc to me. If I had known of this animosity, I 
would not h:11·e accepted Miller·s proposition: but. ns I intended 

to stay only a ~hart time. 1 continued with him until the first of 
Octobc:r: then I hnd determined to take a course at Dartmouth 

College. and all )>reparations had been made. I went to Cle1·e

la11d by ~tage, then went aboard a ship. That night the ship. 

'was wrecked on Lake Eric, and I lo~t everything I had, except 

the suit of clothe~ I wore. Before I could re-fit. it was too late for 

me to attend lecture~ :it Dartmouth, and so abandoned the project. 
I then determined to go South. thinking there would he a better 
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opcnini: for me in the prncticc of medicine, than in the North, 

When I 11rrivcd 111 Cincinnati, ice· 1111d cloMcd nnvigation, 110 I 
could not go farther. While in tlouht IIK to wh11t I woulcl do next, 

I met II friend living in Philomath, Union county, Indi11na, who 

deKircd me to go home with him and he would give me employ• 

ment for the Winter. 

ISIH,\NA, 

On the morning of the 10th of November, 1833, I reached Phi

lomnth, Union county, Intliann, hy stnge. Here I met my old 
friend, Snmuel Tizzard, 11nd hiM son \Villinm B. Here I rested 

three or four days, having rode three dnys nnd nights-in the singe 
coach over corduroy bridges 11nd through mud until the life w1111 

nearly shnken out of me, On the morning of the 14th of Novem

ber horns were sounding in a clor.en placcs, dogs barking, people 

shouting and crying-
•• The Da)' '!f 'Jud;.:11u•11t is come.' The .ftars are falling, a11d 

we .fhall all be l111r11c.t up.''' 

The cattle had caught the alarm, and were bellowing; :111d the 

horses were neighing and making a great neise with their feet. I 

sprang out of bed :111d ran to the front door. The sight was ap• 
palling: the stars were shooting like arrows in all directions, but 

did not quite reach the earth. The landlord~ with his white locks, 
hy my sid.:. was pale and trembling. Every star in the "Great 

Dipper" (Grsa :\Iajor) was standing still. Venusshonebrightly, 

Jupiter was barely visible, and all the old stars known to me were 
in their places. These facts satisfied me that the supposed Day 
of Judgment had not come yet, and that this exhibit was some 

phenomenon in nature not understood. 
:\fr. Tizr.ard was very anxious to have a school taught that com

ing winter; th:s proposition was accepted. I went to the school 

examiner, was examined. and licensed to teach school. Alphcus 
Young, my cousin, followed me to thi, place and went to school 

to me that \Vinter. I took him through his Arithmetic. English 

Grammar. and Geography. I mention this, for I had more pupils 



1/ISTONJ' UP 1'1/E FIJ/i'O F,IJ/1/.J'. 

th11n I cuulcl tench alone, nncl he rendered me much 111tMiMt11nce, I 
h11d 11ixty pupi111, m11ny of whom were young men 11nd womcn-

1tome of them twenty-five years old, Many of tl1011e pupi111 had 

never hecn in11icle n 1tchool hnuse before. This iM the fir11t 11ncl the 
111st school I ever taught. In the yenl' 1861, when the 8th Regi
ment w11s org1111i1.ecl 111 Inclinnapoli1t, Inclimm. I had the ple1111urc 
of meeting ,ome of these pupils I h11cl tnught twent)·-cight ye11n 

hefore. They were ,tgnin ·under my care. My term ended the 

Inst of ~larch. rS,H, 

;\Jr. Ti1.1.11rcl w11, then puhli1thing the Star in the West, nncl de-
1tirecl me to travel through the !'\orth p11rt of the State of lncli11n11, 

in the interest of his paper. Thinking this II good opportunity to 
1tee the country, the ofl"c1 was'nccepted, :tncl a zig,zng tour through 

the State was made. Some be11utiful places in which to practice 
medicine were found, but they lacked the people. I now returned 

and went to Connersville, Indiana. Fin:mcially. 111)' school hnd 
been a failure: nfter paying hoard there was little left. 

I had not earned nnything for the last two )'ears. and my finan

ces were getting low: so I concludecl to work until Fall. then 

attend a course ot Medical Lectures in Cincinnati. and then go 

into pr:ictice the following Spring .. Jefferson Sample, the leading 
carpenter. was callecl on for work. After ,·iewing me from head 

to foot, he said-

'' You don't look like a man that had ever clone any work in 
your life!'' 

I hacl not worked any for about four years, wa!t pretty well 

dressed. and doubtless appeared so; hut I !'Hid to him-· 

'' Give me work. and if I do not fill the bill you may discharge 
me at once.'' 

"I want a hand badly.'· he ~aid. • •And if you can work I'll 

gi\'e you one dollar a day and hoard you. and you may come in 
the morning.' ' 

This proposition wa~ accepted, and I stayed with him until 
Fall. I had a trunk full of medical and scientific books with me, 
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·um! put in all my lci~ure time in Ktudy: did not mix or get IIC• 

quaintecl with the people, hut WIIK known 118 the•• Strunge Yuung 

Man.'' Mr8. Sample WIIK found to be II ludy of 11ome culture, ,·ery 

kind nm! obliging. She guve me II nice room, where I continued 
11ome length of time ufter ,ny work ended. 

Dr. Philip Ma,on cnllecl on me, examined my book!!, rnuny of 

which he hnd never !leen before, He inquired all nbout my 11tud

ies, my prospects, and where I was going. He guve me a very 
wurm invituti•>n to come and 11tny with him two weeks, ride with 

him imd Mee his patients, Mr. Sumple advised me to do this, as 
••Ma11on wus an honest mun, and would treat me kindly.'' He 
called on me next morning with 11n extra horse, and· I rode that 

-day with him. He advised me to make out the character (path

•ology) of the disease :md the proper treutment for it, which was 

done: of course it was not known what his opinions were, but it 
was noticed that I had differed with him both· in the pathology 

and treatment. That evening he wanted to know my reasons for 

the statements made touching those cases: they were freely given. 

This occurred from day to day, a,; long as I remained with him. 

During these weeks Dr. Mason gave me his plans for the next 

year. He stated that he and his partner, R. 'F. Brown, would dis
solve partnership in 1S35, and that he intended to run for Repre

sentative in the next Legislature. and wanted some man that could 

keep his practice. and transact the bu~incss in his drug store while 
he was ••Stumping'' the county: and. if elected, to take charge 

-of his business permanet)tly: that he intended to quit practice at 
·the end of the year 1l:i36. and devote his whole time to his store. 

"Now,'' said he, ··If you will stay with me. I will give you all 

the business you can do. and leave you with the practice.' ' 

I thanked him for hi~ confidence and kindne!;s. but could not 

.give him an answer then. 
The Winter wore away, and I stuck to my books. 
In March, 1S35, the Medical Society of the Fifth District of the 

.State of Indiana, met at Connersville. There was a law in force 
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which rec1uired all perMons to be examined by n legally appointed' 

Bonrcl of Cen~orH, nnd, if found qualified, the applicant was li
cen11ecl to practice medicine and 11urgery anywhere in the State •. 

I went before thi11 Board, waH examined and licen~ed. 

Dr. Philip :Mason and I had no cqntract 1111 to what pny he 

would give me for my lubor, as it depended on my ability and. 

M1ccess in getting prnctice among the people; hut he w1111 to fur
nish everything, ancl board me, which he did. 

The year 1835 proved to be II sickly season, nnd we had more· 

calls than :\Jason, Brown and Ford could answer. In two weeki;. 

1 had all the patients I could visit each day. Of course, I got the 

refuse: all patients regarded as incurnble. the poor, and all otheri; 
they could not :mend, fell into my hands. Many of those 

regardecl as hopeless, reco\·ered. 

I clcsirc to make a short digression here, for the benefit of those 
who come alter me. 

In ~eptemher, 1835, a very dangerous fever prevailed in Con
neri,\•ille. The first week after the attack, nine of the citizens. 

died in the village. The people were appalled. They died on 

the fifth day after the attack-none ran over the sixth. Dr. Ma
~on wa, compelled to leave his store and assist in treating the· 
sick. The nsual treatment prescribed in fevers, had no effect. 

The major part of the blood, in returning to the heart, passes 

through the li\·er; here it was obstructed, and congestion was the 
rc,ult. Xow, unless this dam in the liver is removcd, so that ev

ery part of the body receives its due proportion of blood. the pa

tient can not livc. Thc medicine failed to remove this dam, hence
the result w:1s inevitable. 

A ncw line of treatmcnt was resoh-ed upon. which ! will des
cribe. and ~h·c the reason 1-.;r every step taken: 

~ly tir,t patient was a young lady twenty years olcl, of good 

.:on~titution. Her mother and brother had died a few days before 
,;nd :111 older sister wa-, dying, of this disease. Dr. Miller was the• 

physician. Thus, my patient was terribly depressed, mentally as 
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wc11 IIM phyMicnlly. Her titthcr gnve her the pri\·ilegc of Melecting 
her own phy11icinn, nnd I wn11 cn1lecl. 

I bled her in the nrm, Kitting erect; nearly n qunrt of blood hnd 

flown, when she perspired freely, turned 11ick nt the ~tomnch nnd 

wnR fnint; then the bleeding Wll8 stopped. This operntion reduc

ed the volume of blood in the system, relnxecl it, and ga,·e the 

henrt greuter power to propel the remnincler through the hloocl

vcssels. She nuw took a vomit of tnrtnr-emetic and ipecncunnhn, 
which operated freely, throwing out a quantity of black bile: some 

•chicken broth was now given her, which c1uieted the stomach; 

but, meanwhile, her bowels were moved freely. All this was ac-

• Complishecl in an hour. This was followed by an anodyne. In 
another hour she lay free from pain, free from fever, and sweating 

profusely. The congestion was completely removed, reducing 

the liver in size: the fever gone, an equilibriui:n of circulation 

,established; in short, the disease wns broken up. A few mild 

alteratives and tonics completed the cure. I stayed with this 

patient, as I did with all others. while going through this ordeal. 

I. confess I was elated by the signal succcss of this treatment, but 
,kept still, for fear the next patient might not do so well as this 

-one did; but it never failed in any case I ever treated afterwards. 
In a few hours the success of this case was known all over the 

neighborhood, and I do not think a new case was· lost afterward. 

This treatment had been suggested to Drs. )Jason and Brown, 

·together with the pathological reasons for it. but they opposed it, 

·stating that-

• •The patient would die, after such copious venesection! ·' 

They had little experience with the lancet, and scarcely ever 

-used it. I had read Dr. James Johi;son and Marshall Hall on 

blood-letting, and had hied quite a number during my ~tudy. and 
.l:iad no fear. They had lo,-;t every patient they had treated, and, 

if mine died, I still would stand on a level with them. 

If I failed to make out a satisfactory pathology: if any condition 

-or symptom obtained, that was not understood: or, if the patient 
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wn• in II critic11I or II dangerouM condition, it wn~ mncle 11n invari• 
nhlc rule ncver to Kleep until nil meclicnl nuthority 11cces11ible had' 
hecn exnminecl. .\ml, if it w111 found, after this study of the case, 

thut 111y treatment wns not the beKt, or tailed to meet the indica
tions accortling to nil 1tecredited stanclardK, I immediately returned 

nncl m11de the change. This wa11 clone for the henefit ot' the· 

patient. 11ncl especially to clear my own conMcience. • • Ar11 longa, 
vita hrevi, est.'' 

This ha hit ,oon put me in poKSession of nil knowledge touching 
this class of cases. In rending, written notes were taken of every 

thinl-{ I clicl not understand, or had not seen before. These notes

were carried with me, and were read ngnin and agnin, until they 
were thoroughly imprinted on the memory. If physicians would• 

pur,uc this course, they would be surprised at the amount of use

ful knowledge they would acquire in one year. 
\Vhile in this digression, I desire to make another statement: 

.\ 111.111 may be 'lever so well qualified to do or perform acer• 
t:iin work: yet, if the opportunity never arises, he may never be· 
ahle to make an exhibit of his latent powers. General Grant. 
would ha\'e died iu obscurity, had not the•• Convenient time,,. 

arrive,) to develop his powers. It is Opport11nity then, ere/eris 

paralJ/fs. that dc:•clops a man. 

I was on trial, and my opportunity had come. Though twenty
fom· years of age, I appeared so young and fresh, I was regarded 

a ··Beardless boy." In many ca11es I was caJlecl because they 
cuuld get no one else: yet, if I made two or three visits, the· case

wa, held :1g-ainst all opposition. Success was the watch-word. 

During- the Fall of this year many cases of typhoid fever occurred •. 
which ran from four tc> six weeks. So for as can now he recol-

lccted. all rcco\'ered. • 

The time of meeting of the Legislature had arrived. Dr. P. 

:\Jason left for Indianapolis early in December,* 183_5. and ••I left 
the ·,tore to he managed by Dr.James ford, a young man who had. 

• SN.• Aurnhln::mphy, pn,:e l•t!. Ly Dr. lla.""1n. 
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Mtudied medicine" in Ohio. At this time, a young mnn, Imily 

Jackson, wns rending medicine with me. He wns put in the drug 

nnd bookstore, ns Knlesmnn: this gave me time to _care for my 
patients: but, unfortunately, he too was stricken with typhoid 

fever, nncl this greatly increased my responsibility and labor. 

Another mnn wns, however, employed in Jackson's place; but 
even then my labor averaged about sixteen hours each day. 

During my first year's practice I had n number of cases of frac
ture-two of the thigh, and one in tlte neck of the femur of a fe. 
male seventy years old, nnd a good union was obtained in all those 

.cases. In the year 1S36 the "Mammoth Canal Bill" became a 
law. 'fh• ,-.cople of Connersville were celebrating the event, 

when their cannon was prematurely discharged, and tore away 

both arms of one man, fractured the skull of another, removed an 
arm for a third, knocked out an eye for a fourth, and a number of 

persons were burned :tbout the face and eyes. Dr. Brown re

fused to operate on these cases, and Dr. Miller':1lso. • The wounded 

were s:Jlfering terribly for the want of a surgeon to amputate and 
dress their bleeding wounds. Then I was asked if I could per

form those operations, and they were tole.I I could. Both of Sex

to1\' 1; ,1l'ms were amputated, and dressed: the loose fragments of 

skull were removed, and dressings applied to the head; but it was 
evi<lent that this man could not live, nnd he died of compression 

of the brain fifteen hours after the accident. The second man's 

arm wns ;imputated above the elbow: he had a good recovery. 

The wounds of all the others were dressed, and they also re
covered. This was before the clays of chloroform. 

My various duties continued until late in February, when Dr. 

Mnson returned. Mason's and Brown's co-partnership ended 

March 1st, 1836. :\Iy aciministration of Mason's affairs was 
''Satisfactory,'• and I was rree-could stay vr go. I chose the 

former. One year of hard and responsibie labor had been put in, 

which had cleared seventy.live dollars per month in favor of 
Mason: this ,lid not include claims against irresponsible parties. 
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I had gut my boot, half-solecl, and a new pair of pantaloons

price, fhe dollars. :Ma~on paitl for these, and &aid-

•• f lhi11I.· the c.vpcrie11rc yo11 nave .~ol ill /he prat'licc qj medicine 
i.,· ~,•orlh your year's labor. ffl'c'/1 co11sidcr thb- square!'• 

I gin; this statement without comment, as Dr. ),!ason is dead. 

A FREI!. MAX. 

I had no,~•• with the exception of three months labor with Mr. 
S:unple, gone nearly two ~·enrs without earning a dollar. My 
clothes were worn out, and I wm; somewhat in debt. I wall no 

pessimist, l,ut Imel a fixed purpose. if hle~t with health and life. to 

:1cconiplish. I hml m:1de :1 reput:ition :i~ a physician and surgeon. 

Dr. ::\la,011 had quit practice, which m:ide an oper{ing for another 

to fill. The influential citizens, many of whom had ne,·er em• 

plo.H•.l me, persu:ided me to stay: they thought I had a • 'Briglll 
f11!11rc b,:for,, 111c, If I .l.0Mtld accept <if ii.'' All the attorneys. all 

the phy,ici:rns, :ind all the merchants except D,rniel Hankins. as

sured me of ti1eir sympathy and support: e\'en Dr, .::\Iiller, who 

had heen a hot opponent. said-

.• If ynu go away. some old physician will come in and take 

more of my practice than you did: stay. and by the Gods! I'll 

stand hy you!'· 

\Vhat more could I :isk of :rny people? I slaJ'Cd. · 
Dr. l\Iason in,·itecl me to his store, and said.•• I want to fit you 

out with office furniture :mcl medicine. and you may pay me when 

you get ready: and there is Bob. in the stable: you may use him, 

until you can get a hor~e: · An· office was rented, and my outfit 

fixed up for hu~iness. In a few clays a sheet of tin was nailed up 

by my door, heautifully painted, with border and letters of gold, 

which re:1d-
••• •JII 

DR. J. FORD'S 
OFFH.'1-:. 

l had not ordered a ,ign. hut l knew by the line workmanship 

that it came from my friend. Amon John,on. On the tir,t of 
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Mny, 1:S,,6. :\Ir. George Fearis came to me early in the morning, 
lending a tine young mare, with a costly s;:icldle, hri<lle, and mnr• 

tingnl. nncl said-
•· Herc. Due .. I have hrought you a hor,e: you haven't :my.'' 
• • Y 011 arc joking: I h:1\'e no money to buy a horse with, now,'' 

I replied. 
•• It don't make :my ditfercnce: yon take the hor~e and rig for 

sixty•n\'e dollars. and p:1y me when you can.'' 
·•I do not like to take the risk-I do not know what is before 

me:'' 
··I do not ask you to t:1ke :my risk: I nm taking the risk. If 

you never pay me, I shall not complai~.' · 

He did not ask for a note, and would not take any interest. 

The same horse and rig would he worth now one hundred and 

twenty-five dollars 

The kindness and consider:ition those peo.ple gave me, placed 

me under-a life-long obligation. \Vhen the mind yet reverts .to 
those scenes, a sense of gr:1tit11de steals o\·er me, pleas:mt to con

template. I could return this kindness and com,idcration only 

through my professional services. I did this to ~y utmost ability. 

The year 1S36 was a sickly year. The Fall before we had 

typhoid fever, which ran far into the \Vinter, and pneumonia foJ. 
lowed. Those who had intermitting, or remitting fever in the · 

Fall. had a return of it in the Spring. 

On the twentieth day of October, 1836. I quit practice, and 
went soon after to Cincinnati,'to attend a course of lectures in the 

Ohio Medical College. Two years' practice. was considered 

equivalent to one course of lectures: consequently I was consid
ered eligible for graduation, if I could pass the green room. But 

I did not graduate then, for I expected to attend another term 

shortly, and was not examined. I took a private course in sur-. 
gery, where I performed nearly every operation on the dead sub
ject know; to the profession at that time. This has been of great 

use to me ever since. Copious notes were kept of the six lectures 
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delivered daily during the whole term. The lectures ended, and 

I reached Connersville February 15th and continued practice un.
til April 13th; then took stage for Mansfield, Ohio, where I ,:is

ited friend,-, collected some money due me from my father's 

estate, and returned again by the la~t of the month. 
An episode occurred about this time which I will mention, for 

it had much to do with me in life and action e\'er since: 

On the fifth day of June, 1S37, I was married to Miss America 

Holton. daughter of Re\'. Jesse Holton. at the bride's home. on 
Monday e\·ening :1t six o'clock, by her father. who li\'ed a short 

distance from ConnersYille. 
I had a number of patients on hand at the time. but Dr. P. 

l\l:tson kinclly came to my relief, and Yisited them on Tuesday and 

Wednesclay. On Friday. the tenth of June. we took charge of 

our house. ancl i-pent a happy Summer and Autumn. \Ve would 

sing. wife and I-
.• Swift a,- the winged arrow tlie!'i. 

Spccdily the mark to find. 
Swiftl .. ,·• thus, our fleeting J·c:ar~ 

Pa.s, and lean, no trace behind." 

But before sixteen years passed. we did lea\·e six "Living traces 

behind." 

l\!y time was exclusiYely de\·oted to lllY profesl'ion, and study. 
On the first day of February, 1S3S, I purchased a house and lot, 

situated in the Town ofConnersYille. Indiana. of Russell S. Potter 
and wife. Lot Xo. 35. on Main ,-treet: consider:ition. $6oo. This 

house was a one-story wooden str■cture. of two rooms. I raised 
it up. put a cellar under it, and made it a very comfortable dwell

ing. I abo built an office, and stopped rent. 

This year passed withot:t any incident worthy of note. On the 

fourteenth day of June, 183S, I operated on :111 old man for str:111-
gulated inguinal hernia: he had been gi\'en· up to die. The sac 
reached to the middle of the thigh. The incision had to be made 

large, '" the protruding bowel had ag;rlutinated. This was before 
the clap of chloroform. Lut the man reco\'ered without accident. 
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The next day after this operation, a young man had been injured 
-in the lower part of the abdomen, causing inflammation in the 

neck of the bluclcler (cyst): he could not void his urine, neither 

-could u catheter be introduced; death seemed inevitable. I was 

·called, as the clernier resort. I introduced a trocar and canul:1 ( :t 
·silver tube) into the cyst, just above the pubis, withdrew the tro

•car, leaving the tube in; through this the urine rushed out with 

great force, relieving the great tension and pain at once. This 
·tube was kept in the cyst for three cl.Ly~. after which the water 

flowed through the natural.channet. then it was withdrawn. He 
was sound in a week. These operations had never been per• 

formed in that country before, and the public regarded them as 

something wonderful. 

These cases are given, to show what a man may accomplish. if 

·he be qualified for the work before him: it also illustrates what is 
said on page So of this book-that it is .. Opporl111ti(1·" that de

·velops the man. 

BUSI:-.Ess MATTERS. 

Late in the Fall of this J'ear Robert D. Helm and I ,·isited the county of 

\Vabash, Indiana, and rode o,·er a large portion of it. I wa, pleased with it 

and purchased the ••Certificate,•• for one hundred and sixtJ· acres of Canal 

land in Section n,·e, Town twenty-,e,·,:n. North. and R=ge se,·en, East, 

within two·miles of \\"abash; price. ,jl.+oo, This location had the climate. the 

water, the soil, the timber, the stone. and the canal, then ne:irlJ· complch:d, 

·together with the geographical pQsition between the Ea.,t :md West, which 

made it prospecth·et.,· at least. a ,·ery desirable location. In J anuar_y. 1839, 

I purchased anotl11:r quarler-,ection, :-.orth of and adjoinin;,: the land dcs

. cribed abow, for $450. 

A new wa;;on had becn built. horses and harne,s purcha'l!'d. and all prep· 

arations made to mon• at once to \Vahash. )ly old friends. once a;.:ain, 

rallied around me and persuaded me to staJ·· Dr. Chapman of \Vatcrloo 

. offered me $1.000 for my house and lot. I had quit practice. and was set• 

tling up my business. At that time I had. probably, $~.ooo. possibly $3,000 

. in unsettled claims against my customer,-. I called on the poor,:i-t lirst. and 
the.,1,,• drew the mon~y from their 111erchants on their outstanding corn. and 
paid me at once:. I now ~olJ mv wa~on. hor~c"- and harness to Hiram 
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\Voodcock t'or ~.,on, and took hi, note pnyahle in one year. In that year 

(1S.,,J) I charged rc,pon,ihlt, pcr-on,, in 111y practice. :f1.019; equal to :f3,ooo 

now. 

In July. ,s_,~. l'rc,idcnt Jack,on ,·ctocd thc t:nitcd State• Bank. At thiK 

time 1S,;;; thcrt.• were -.ix hundred nnJ thirtJ••four St•ttc: bnnk"'• with a cap

itnl of !j,.:1J.:.ooo,o.io: *1-PJ•uoo.ooo in circulating notes, f.:.:7,000,000 in deposit,.. 

and ~.:;.:_:;,,1110.A.»J,&J,.,Ul. bond .. and ditoocount!"o. The hi!"otorian 14nyt.-

· ·The rcfu .. al to continue th~ ~ational llank. gave free "'cope to State in

,-titution-.. an,I they g-rcw with mul"hroom rapidity.'" In some in"tances, 

••A dozen of them would cluh tog-ether to make a show for one onl .. ,·, when. 

the Examiner came alon~. and the same specie would he an hour in advM.nce 

~t" him. all alon;.: hi, route.'· • ·Thc trouble hc;.:an in 1S3;. and hy the first 

of Juni: tht.•rc..· wa~ an entire su!lipcnsion of l'ipecie payn1cnt!'>: ,·aluc:s fell from 

dollar, to ,hillin:.:,, and all bu,ine._ wa, deran;.:ed. :Million, of people were 

rcduccd from eomparath·e ea.,e to sharp po\'ert,", and a period of wretched· 

ne~s bt.·_z;an. '"·hkh continucd nearly tivt!' year!'>. However, Con;.rresi, pnt-sed 

a ;.:cncrat bankrup• Jaw.'· which ~av&! some relief. 

\\"hen the l're,ident ,·cto<!d the ··Bill'' to n•-charter the United Stat"" 

Bank. he dc,trO,"ed the ··Balance-wheel'' that rc!,.rulated all values. as well 

a!" the cmnmc:rcc of the countr_,·. The rc:i.-.on he ga\'e for this act. was. that 

the hank had "IC:ngli,h capital in it.'• The true reason was, probably. the 

the hank had oppos"cl him in hi, election. and he was determined to destroy 

it. reg-a rd ks~ at' ait con~cquenccs. Tht: watch-word then ""As •'Free tradr 
,11uf ... ·(Ii/or ... · ,-,:::-111.<t.' • 'I"hat is the watch-word to-d:ty; it is the gist of tht: 

Pre,ident", 1Cle,·cland) '.\le,;sage, ju,t published. It' he be able to establish. 

free trade. he will he able, through Congress. to de,troy the National Banks. 

With t'rec trade. frc<! whiskey. :,nd the suppression of the Negro \'Ole, he will 

he able to hold the rein, of Go,·emment to his heart's content. 

After these C\'ents. nearly all my outstanding claims were valueless. l\Iy

•df and family had Jost about everythin;.: we had. except good hc•alth, poor 

clothe,. and energy. \Ve succeeded in paying all of our debts, howe,·er. I 

had gone ,ecurit~· for se,·eral hundred dollar,, and had to pay it. The wag

on and team I had sold two years before, I had to take back at the sam': 

price tlwy had hcen sold for. A man from Rush cou,nty, Indiana, was 

hrou;.:ht to Wabash by my tcam, and placed on my land as a ten:mt. The 

road, w-,rc ,o had we could not ;.:et the team back. and it was left here until 

the la,t of January, rS.p. I could notsdl my house and lot for any thing, 

hut rented it. 
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LEA \"E COXXERS\"11.LE l'Olt WAJIASH. 

On the twenty-eighth ch1y _of J:muary, 1S41, my wife, baby, and 

I, left Connersville for "1·abash, and lanclecl here February fourth. 
The snow lay on the ground eight inches deep, and the weather 

was very c•>ld. \Ve got into :1 very poor log house-it was this 

-or camp out. 

Wabash was a small ,·illage then. an1t contained twenty-six 

families, equal to about one hundred and twenty-five inhabitants; 

nearly all lived in round-log cabhis. Three-fourths of the town
plat stood in timber, and few streets were opened. The Miami 
Indians occupied the South bank of the \Vabash Rh·er, and· few 

white people lived in the Resen·e. The \Vabash and Erie Canal 

was finished from Fort \Vayne to Lafayette, but not to the Lake. 
The Wabash River had to be ferried, from the time the Fall r:iins 

set iu until the next June. To a practicing- phy!'ician, this was 
attended . with much expense and inconvenience. \Vhere the 

Opera House now stands, on :Market street down to the crossing 

of Miami street, was a large pond of water th:tt seldom went dry, 
peopled with cat-fish, frogs. and other aquatic animals. The 

roads in the country lay along the Indian trails, marked out on 

trees and bushes. The !'>t.-itement!'> above give an outline of our 
-environment at thi5 date-March 1st. 18.p. 

The furniture for my office and residence. and my medicine, 

had arrived, and I now put up mJ· !'ign and went to work. My 
.attention was for the first time called to a !'kin disea,-e known as 

"\Vabash scratches.'' One-half the people hml it. and no medi

-cine had, as yet. been found to relie,·e it. Local treatment only 
had heen used, and it failed. Constitutional as well as local med

icines were put in requisition. which relie,·ed in ten or fifteen 

-days. Pneumonia was prernlent, followed by intermitting and 

remitting fe,·ers. The Summer developed bilious disea~es. and in 

the Fall there was typhoid fe,·er. 

In June, at the corner of Hill and Cass streets. lots X os. 133. 13+ 

135, were hought, at a cost of three hundred dollars. I was bound 
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to erect a house on this property, ,vorth four hundred dollars, in, 

one year. One room of a large-contemplated-house was built 
and occupied in the last days of October; here we took it ••Rough, 

:md tumble" with our neigh hors. \Vild game was plentiful and 

cheap; the country abounded in pawpaws and plums; in deer,. 
raccoon, opossum, mink, muskrat and squirrels; in turkey, goose,. 

duck, partridge, .and pigeon; in fish, eels, rattlesnakes: in pestif

erous flies and musquitoes innumerable. 

BUSINESS )IATTERS. 

On December 16th, 1S.p, I purchased of Joseph McClure a lot of land sit

uated in S.:ction 1S, Township~, North, Rang.: 6 East, at a point where the· 

\Vabash Railroad now crosses Kentner's creek. containing 10 acres and '"" 

rods. with a saw mill on it (sec life of \Villiam J. Ford), for which I gave in. 

exchange 100 acres of land off the North end of the half-section d<.'>!Cribed 

abo,·e. The \Vabash and Erie Canal held a claim against t~,is land for $:75 

which )lCclure agreed to pay: so this mill cost me, in cash. $:75. ! put on 

it. in repairs, $175, and sold it in 1S53 to the Wabash and Erie Railroad Co. 

for :(11000. At this date I bought several small tracts of land, and sold them 

at an advance. On the fifth day of October, 1S46, I purchased eighteen feet 

of lot No. ~s (old plat) .,s feet North from the: Southwest comer of said lot~ 

for $~30. This lot had a cdlar tS x 4S fc:et, walled with stone, upon which 

stood a frame building two and one-half stories high, roofed, but not finish

ed. This was a part of what was known as the: ••Mammoth Building.'• In 

the: Winter of 1S46-7 I had this building finishc:d from cellar to garret. The· 

first floor was fitted up for a drug store. I had purchased, in May of thit,. 

year. in the City of :--ew York. a large stock of drugs,medicinea,paints, oils,. 

dye-stuff,. c:tc., a., the country would justify at that time. These goods were 

opened in a part of Jackson's warehouse, fitted up for this purpose. In the 

Spring of 184; I moved into the new house. It was prepared especially for· 

the drug business. and was very convenient. Business was continued here 

up to Aui,'Ust 10th: at thi• time the Mammoth Building took fire and wa,.. 

consumed. My books were saved. and a few goods. that were. much injured 

by water. )ly surgical instruments and some medical books, were burned. 

The few goods saved. were sold. I owed my creditors about $1,000, but they 

propo,ed to give me all the goods I needed, and would wait until they could. 

he paid for. The country was new, and had little money in it. so another. 
ri~k was not taken. 
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J. 1-"OKD, PHYSICIAS ASD SURGEON. 

I was now left in a very awkward predicament: had quit prnc

ticing medicine, was in debt, and collections were slow and diffi

cult. And yet there was but one opportunity left; the old sign
]. Ford, Physician and Surgeon-was nailed up. By February, 

1S50. more calls came than could be attended to. James F. 

Breckner had read medicine with me, --and had graduated in the 
Ohio ~fedic:11 College, and was following his profession at Chili, 

~fiami county, Indiana. He was sent for, and a co-partnership 

was formed: "]. Ford, )I. D. and J. F. Breckner, M. D., Physi

cians and Surgeons," was the style of the firm. 

In the Summer and Fall of 1lS53 we had an unusual number of 

cases of flux, or. enteric fever; indeed. it prevailed all over the 
country, but more especially along the streams and in malarious 

districts. The disease was located in the lower bowel (colon and 

rectum) with a low grade of fever, partaking more or less of a 

typhoid type. It progressed slowly, and was almost unmanage
able. The ordinary treatment in such cases was of little or no 

value: many cases died of exhaustion between the ninth and fif
teenth days. Dr. Breckner and I had about eighty cases-forty 

each: we could not prescribe for more, as these cases required 
sixteen to eighteen hours each day, and a ride on horse-back of 

sixty miles each. 

Our custom was, to write, in our prescription books, the condi

tion of the patient, the rate of pulse, temperature, condition of the 

tongue, and all valuable symptoms. The prescriptions for the 

succeeding twenty-four hours, with the directions, also written. 
Medicines were prepared • according to the written recipes; also, 

dinner and horse feed at A--- B---'s co-morrow noon. 
Each succeeding day, we exchanged books and routes, and by 

this arrangement I !>aw all of the patients every forty-eight hours. 

This gave better satisfaction, as Dr. B. was partly a stranger. 

Generally speaking, our treatment consisted of alteratives, ano-
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dynes, astringents :md diaphoretics, followed by tonics and stim

ulants. 

The particular thing I desire to impress upon the mind 

of the reader, is this: Upon the abdomen of every patient. 
I placed a napkin, folded to four or more thicknesses, wet with 
water of a temperature jnst as it came from the well, or spring.· 

This napkin was renewed e\·ery fifteen minutes, in a Yessel of 

cold water, and _squeezed out. not too dry. but so that the water 

would not run over his body. This was continued one hour: he 

was then told that • • If the cold cloth is disagreeable to you, you 

may lay it aside.'• By this time the low temperature of the water 
had been carried through the abclominal walls and into the in

flamed intestines, lowering the fe\·er. relieving the pain, and 

greatly mitigating that peculiar depressed feeling so common in 

this disease. Almost invariably the sick man would now seize 
the napkin and sling it into the middle of the room. remarking-

·• I don't want that nasty. wet thing on me any longer!" 

The revulsive effect of the cold water would pass 'off, and the 

pain and depression return: in Jess than an hour he would call 

again for the wet cloth, and this he would keep on day and night 

as long as the pain and fever continued. These patients drank 

all the cold water they desired. 

Up to this time. some four weeks. we had not lost a case, except 

a young babe whose father and mother were sick and no one 
cared for it. Other physicians in the village medicated their pa

tients probably as skilfully as we. hut they lost ten per cent. of all 

they treated; they did not use the cold water locally. 

Ko man could long stand this excessively hard labor, the expos

ure and the worry I wa~ subjected to, hut it was suddenly cut 

short by an attack of typhoid fever. Dr. Breckner. as he told me 
afterward, had ••Little or no faith in the water treatment.'• and 

stopped the use of it a~ ~oon :ts I left the field. In ten clays he 
hnd lost six patients. every one of them prominent men. He had 

trc:;ted all these ~ick people on the s .. me general principles. except 
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the cold water. that we had before. I mak" this last statement in 

evidence of its utility in this form of disease. I will s:iy in this 
connection that we hml an out-hreak of scarlet fever along the 

banks of the Salamonie River, in 1876, which resisted all forms of 
treatment. ),Jany of the sick children died twelve hours after the 

attack. I treated a few of those cases with ire-waler applied 
freely to the skin of the nude body, from twelve to twenty hours, 

and they all recovered. The parents were very much oppo~ed to 
the use of ice-water; they said-•• The cold will drive in the 

eruption, and that will kill the child!" In this case the heat was 

105½ degrees, F. H\! was exceedingly "crazy," requiring two 

attendants to keep him in bed. His clothes were removed, and 

he was laid on an oil-cloth, to protect the bed, and covered with 
a sheet. The skin was thickened, of a dark red color, and very 

hot. His head and body was now washed with ice-water every 
five to ten minutes; in twenty minutes he became more quiet, and 

in half an hour was sound asleep. No water was applied, for an

other half-hour. He was then as insane as he was before, and the 

~ater was applied again until he became quiet. The temperature 
was now 104 degrees F. This procedure convinced the parents 

of the correctness of my statements, and the treatment was con
tinued twenty-four hours without further opposition. Two other 

patients, in the same family, were treated in this way, and all re

covered without any untoward sequel. I had not intended to 

write out this treatment so fully, but it was thought, m; it had been 

mentioned. it was better to give such a description of it that the 

reader could make it practical, if necessary, when a malignant 

<iisease attacks an individual, and the routirle fails. It requires a 
man of genius, or of practical aptitude of mind, to meet such an 

emergency. 
TYPHOID 1-"E\'EK. 

In September. 1853. I had a se~·cre attack of typhoid fever, 

which continued about four weeks before convalescence was 

fairly established: during a large portion of this time I was said 

to be insane. I recollect nothing that transpired, for about 
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eighteen days: in my frtnzJ· I objected to Dr. Brcckner's treat

ment, so Dr. C. V. N. Lent was called. He stayed with me two 

Jays: on his return he called on Dr. Hamilton, of LaGro, and said 
to him: "Dr. Ford is sick with typhoid fever. and I think he 

will die, but it de~·oh-es on you and I to medicate and care for 
him until he dies or gets well. You must see him to-night.'' 

Dr. H. was perhap~ sixtJ· years of age. anrl :rom the Green Isle, 

and he came. At this time mJ· abdomen was swollen as tight as 

a drum, and covereJ by a large blister. He examined me care

fully, percussed the abdomen, then he stood apparently hesitating 

in his mind, when l\~rs. Ford said-
•· Doctor, what do you think of his case?·• 

He hesitated a moment: then, looked her square in the eyes and 

politely replied-

"Jasµs Chris.t! honey. dear, his 6cl~l' i.<.fitll o' -:.v1md.1 '· 

This was not said with an air of vulgarity, although it appeared 

so, but rathrr with sympathy and regard. 
I thought he understood the pathology of my c.ise, anJ was 

willing to take anything he desired to give me. By proper treat

ment and good nursing I weathered it out. I was not able to 
resume practice that Fall. I owe my good wife a debt of grati

tude I shall never be able to pay, for the assiduous care and labor 

bestowed on me during that attack. 

MEDICAL LECTURES. 

After the necessary preparation, I and my oldest daughter, 

Mary E. Ford. started to Chicago, Illinois, October :iSth, 1854. 
:Mary was put in an English boarding school for laJies only, and 

I entered Rush Medical College for the Winter. 

I had now practiced medicine and surgery twentr years. and 

was familiar with a large portion of the science, which enabled 

me to spend more time on a few branches. These were Anatomy, 
Surgery, Chemistry. and all the new discoveries in the various 

Jepartments. 



':fA,IIES FORD. 9.l 

Small pox broke out in the city. as an epidemic, in January, 
01855: O\'er one thousand cases were reported the first.day. Many 
,of the students were affected, three of whom died. My daughter 
.and I had a slight attack of varioloid, but seventeen of our board-

ers had sharp attacks. Five or six had never been vaccinated, 
three of whom had confluent pustules. The physicians of the city 

could not attend all the sick. By the request of Professors Davis 
and Brainard I medicated all the sick at our place, together with 

a number of the neighbors; they all recovered. I charged no 

fees. Many of the people called on me and gave thanks for my 

· kindness, among whpm was a Lutheran Minister. Two druggists 

called. to persuade me to stay in the city. They said-
•• \Ve know you understand _your business. by the prescriptions 

·you write.'' 

But the center of attraction for me was \\'abash. 1 graduated 

:M. ti. on February :ust, 1855. and started home the next day. 

·-On February 24th, 1855, the Lake Erie, Wabash and St. Louis 

Railroad was finished to Wabash. The people then, as they do 

.now, regarded the completion of this road as a great boon to the 
:town and country. The freights were immediately lowered on 

the canal. 

THE WAR OF 1861-5. 

It is not intended to write a hiscory of th.. War, only 

·so far as I was immediately concerned with the passing 

events. \Vhen Fort Sumter was fired upon. the news flew with 

lightning speed over the whole country. The people were ap

. palled, quit business, gathered in groups at their places of busi-

. ness or at the county seat, to hear the new~ and to discuss the 

impending catastrophe. 
President Lincoln called for seventy-five thousand men. for 

· ninety days. The people responded promptly, and Indiana fur

nished the Eighth Regiment of V<.>lunteer Infantry, which ren

. dezvoused at Indianapolis on the ::oth day of April. 1861, and was 

.mustered into service on the ::3rd of April. by Colonel \Villiam 
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P. Benton. I was commissioned Surgeon: G. \V. Edgerly, As-

sistant Surgeon: and James K. Bigelow, Hospital Steward. A 
cook was selected from the enlisted men. I had assigned to me· 

in the ninety days sen·ice a three months supply of medicines and 

hospital stores, one :1mbulance, and one four-horse team to haul 

camp equipage ancl hospital supplies. The Government could not 

furnish surgical instruments. so I took my own, of which I had a 

fair supply. )!y dear old mother furnished me an ample supply 

of bandages and lint, manufactured with her own hands. The 

duties of an .-\rmy Surgeon. and military discipline, were not un

derstood by me: hut Captain Lee of Company E was a graduate 

of the military school at West Point, and had been :1 Regula~ 

Army officer for many years: under his tutelage the duties of a 
Surgeon were soon understood, as given in the Regulations of the 

Army of the t,; nited States-1S57. 

C'p to this time I had been ordered about by every Captain and 
officer of higher rank in tbe Regiment, until their clashing orders 

became a burden that could not longer be borne. The Colonel 

was now informed that all orders emanating from him, other than 

those pertaining to the duties of the physician, wo•ild be obeJ-:ed 

with alacrity: but orders relating ta the official duties of the Sur

geon would 110/ be obeyed unless it was convenient tn do so. In 

a few days I was ordered to make out the discharge papers for a 

soldier. who was a sound, able-bodied man: he had not disobeyed 

orders. but had given offense :ind was perhaps troublesome. The 

facts were reported to headquarters, and the papers were not 

made out. I was ordered (verbally) under arrest. I reported to 
the Medical Director that I was under arrest. and gave the cause 

of it. The next day the Colonel W.ls ordered to headquarters. I 
clo not know what took place, but I was immediately released . 

.-\JI the commissioned officers seemed :1nxious to show their au

thority. I mention this :itfair, to show that we were raw troops! 

and. not knowing our respective duties, c:iusecl a large amount of 

friction among us. :it tirst. 
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CA:'111• :\ICCLELLAX. 

On the first day of June. 1861, the Eighth Regiment was or
·dered in·.o regular encampment. five miles East of Indianapolis, 

where military exercises were continued from day to day. On 

the seventeenth day of June. we receh·ed marching orders. and 
·took cars at Indianapolis for Marietta, Ohio, via Cincinnati and 

Chillicothe. Here we were re\·iewed by Brigadier-General Rose

crans, :md placed in his command. On the twenty-second. we 
were ordered to Clarksburg: here we went into camp on the 

mountain in the rear of the town. \Ve remained here but a few 
1 

days, then marched to Buchanan, where we arrived on the twen-

ty-ninth. We left Buchanan July 7th, and came up to the Rebels 
at Rich Mountain, strongly fortified. At fi\·e o"clock A. :-11. on the 

ele,·enth of July, 1::i61, four hundred picked men of the Eighth 

Infantry marched in ad\·ance around the Rebels" left flank. and 
reached their rear about four o"clock. P. ":\f. The Enemy had 

learned_ of our flank movement. and had posted pickets a.half-mile 

in the rear of their breast-work. We struck them-or rather they 
struck us-when within twenty paces of their hiding place. Im

mediately they leaped over a precipice and were out of our range. 

No one was_ badly hurt, except Lieutenant Christ. Miller, of the 

Tenth Indiana Infantry. who was shot through the right lung. I 
sat on my horse at the head of the column. close to :\-Wier when 

he fell. but was not hit. .A line of battle was formed on the 

mountain within five hundred _yards of the Enemy·s breast-works. 

It was now past four o "clock r. :11.: a drizzling rain was falling, 

and the air was foggy and cool. A m:m could not be 5,een o\·er 

three or four hundred yards. General Rosecrans came and said-
" Come along with me, and don't speak above your breath." • 

On foot we advanced down the face of the mountain. so a,- to 

. get a good view of their position and work~. :V!eantime. they 

were throwing solid shot and shell over our heads on the mount
ain, half :i mile above us. \\" e now, in line of battle, advanced 

down the fa-:e of the mountain. fronting their bre:ist-works; 
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simultaneously, a spirited fire opened on both sides; it was a con-

tinuous roar, and I was terrified. James Emmet, one of our men, 
fell dead close to me: a ·•Hot streak • • ran up my back into the 

brain-I was mad, and found myself hunting for a gun to avenge· 

his death. 

About this time, :1 spent plug of wood ( sabot) from the Ene

my's cannon struck me on the i.hin, making a small wound, but. 

did no other damage. I was so green in military matters that I 
thought they were shooting blocks of wood at us. A strong im

pression came suddenly to my mind that I was not to be killed 
by a bullet: and, instantly. I was destitute of fear. The smoke

from the guns. mixing with the fog, rolled quietly down the 

mountain: and by keeping in this, the Enemy could not see us,. 

and over-shot us. Our men picked off their cannoneers so rapidly, 

they could not use their guns. We were now within one hund

red and fifty paces of their lines. Our men were ordered to lay 
down among the bushes: firing ceased on both sides. and an aw

fl}I stillness reigned. The Enemy raised up from behind his ':Yorks 

and cheered lustily, thinking we had retreated. Sad thought! 
Our men. taking deliberate aim, let loose a broad-side into them .. 

Before they recovered from this shock. our whole line was cheer

ing down the mountain in double-quick, with an =ulting yell, 
they leaped his breast-works, bayoneting the men inside; they 

threw down their arms. held up their hands, and the battle wa~ 

ended. 

Dr. J. K. Bigelow, in his ··History of the Eighth Indiana In
fantry,•· says-

· •The Enemy was strongly posted behind rocks and temporary 

bre:1st-works: and after a fiercely contested fi;:-ht of two hours 
[ we j succeeded in routing them, capturing 1,:;00 stand of arms, 

5 guns. 11,000 prisoners. and all their camp equipage. Our Regi

ment lost 9 killed and zo wounded.'' 
General Rosecrans handled these raw troops and fought this 

battle with great skill. If he had pushed the men beyond the 
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smoke, or held them back until the smoke rolled away, so the 
Enemy could see them, our lines would have been decimated in a 

few minutes. Having the men to lie down ont of sight was an
other skilfull maneuvre. 

It may be said in this connection, that General McClellan lay in 
camp ·within nine hundred yards of the Enemy's lines. and could 

have brought forty pieces of artillery to bear on him, but fired 
not a gun. 

It was now late in the evening, and we were all wet, but we 

gathered up the wounded of both sides and gave them shelter. 

\Ve had no beds, no bl:uilkets, no dressings for the wounded men, 

and no lights. I had a few bandages, some ligature silk, and a 

pocket case of instruments. Every wounded man was examined; 

:md, if losing too much bl•>od, the arteries were tied up by torch
light. In the morning all was confusion. A board was placed 

on two barrels, on which a wounded Ohio man was laid; he was 
chloroformed, and the Surgeon was about to amputate his thigh 

in the .upper third: he was very fleshy, weighing two hundred 

and twenty-five pounds. Just at this time about twenty-five men 

rode up, all dressed in officer's clothes, and surrounded me. No 
attention was paid to them-the knife was thrust through the 

thigh and the flaps formed and turned back: then the femur was 
sawed asunder, the arteries tied, the flaps brought together and 

stitched, and the bandages applied. This work occupied prob
ably fifteen minutes. :S-ot a word was spoken by the men: and 

no word was spoken by the Surgeon, only to his assistant,;. 

An old gentleman dressed in military attire said

" What is your name, sir?" 

•·:My name, sir. is James Ford, Surgeon of the Eighth Indiana 

Infantry," was my reply. 

"I will make you Surgeon of this Hospital, sir."-writing the 

order on his knee-'· And 1"11 detail fivt' other Surgeons to assist 

you. You call on .me at Beverly, Virginia, for a11 supplies you 

need.'' 
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General McClellan was hurrying his forces down to Beverly in 

order to head off Garnet, the Confederate General. at Laurel Hill. 

and the five Surgeons left with their Regiments and ne,·er report

ed for duty; thus lea,·ing me with perhaps two hundred wounded 

men. A citizen from lndiana-aftcrward Colonel Gro!"e. I think 

-procured a load of hay for beds, and bu,-ied himself in getting 

the men in a comfortable condition. Gener:11 l\IcClell:m ordered 

me to •'Treat the Confederate and l 7 nion men alike: make no 

distinction." .A ,-oldicr c:1mc and said-

.• I'll :i,-,ist you. if you need help: • 

··Arc you a physician?'' 

· · :--o: but I ha,·c read medicine.'· 

·' I'll try you.'' was my reply. He was of great use to me. He 

was a man of good sense. and could sec what was necessary with

out hcing told. and did it quickly. His name I ha,·e forgotten. 

Now for four days I had put in sixteen to eighteen hours a d:1y 

dressing wounds. extracting balls, reducing fractures. :,ml ampu

tating- arms and leg~. tog<'thcr with all other duties that became 

ncce!-sary. under the circumstances. Two arms were amputated 

at the shoulder joint. one including the head of the shoulder blad~ 

(!-capula): one leg was amputated through the hip joint. I had 

three Rehel Surgeons in my care-Bondurant, Taylor. and '\Valk. 

Captain DeLanicl. of the Rebel Battery. had hi!- arm torn off at 

the wrist. These physicians refused to amputate it. or to assist in 

any way in caring for their own men. I proposed to assist. or to 

amputate the Captain·s arm. but he refused. 

! kept those wounded men on the Mountain ten clays, until the 

inflammatory ~t:tge passed: then they were taken 'to Be,·erly. 

:'\ow, by th..: order of Gener:11 Rasecr:in,-. I was relieved from 

· duty for two weeks. I was nearly worn out. All those men who 

had capital operations performed on them. recovered. This un

usual success was :tttrihuted to the pure. cool )Iountain air. 

··This being- our first fight. :111d unaccu,tome<l to the horrors of 

the h:ittlc-ficl<l and the suffering, of the wounded. we felt ,·cry 
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sorrowful for .,ur hrother soldiers, notwithstanding we were 
flushed with \·ictory. \V c:: owe a debt of gratitude to Surgeon 

Ford, who was placed in ch:1rge of the won·nded of both sides, 

for the industry and scientific mannc::r in which our wounds were 

cared for.' ' • 
On the :ioth of July. Gen<!ral ,:\IcClell:rn invited all the Colo

nels, Lieutenant-Colonel,-, :md the Surgeon of the Eighth Regi
ment, who Imel been in the battle, to his Headquarters. All 

attende,l, :ind were cordially recei\·ed. The cigars were passed 

around: this clone. a canteen followed-as the writer· neither 

smokes nor drinks he conld not say what was in this vessel; but, 

presently. the Colonels became loquacious. The General mani

festc::d a sense of dignity, but was affable. Colonel W. P. Benton 

said-
•• General. what do you think will he the result of this war?'' 

The General threw himself back, placing his legs upon the: ta

ble, whipping away for several minutes: finally he replied-

•· I do not know: hut I think the parties will fight until they 

exhaust themselves. then they will make a compromise and sm1c 

sla,.'ery:· 
A pause: ·•Surgeon Ford here is an Abolitionist.'' said Colo

nel Benton. 
"You do me: an injustice, .. said I. ··I would as lief steal a 

man's horse as to steal his slave. Slavery was established by law, 

and I want it abolished by law!·' 

· · O. I am that kine! of an Abolitionist. myself," said the 

General. 

This conversation is ~ri\·en verbatim, for General McClellan w:1s 
accused of being a Pro-~lavery advocate. which is not trne. 

The General praised the Colonels for their ··Bravery an<l stead
fastness under tire:·· then. turning to me. he said-

.· )Iy )Ieclic:11 Director informs me th:a you :ire a skilfull op

erator, and I believe it. for I ,aw you amputate that large man's 
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thigh, on the Mountain. I am no surgeon, hut I thought you un

derstood yourself. If you go into the Anny again, I want you in 
my command.'' 

The canteen was empty. We bid the General adieu. 
On July :list, our time of sen·ice having expired. we started for 

Webster, on our return home. On the 27th of July we arrived at 

Indianapolis, and on the 6th clay· of August we were mustered 
out of service. During this Campaign the Regiment lost none by 
death from disease, or desertion. 

THE THREE \"EAR>' SF.R\"ICE. 

The Eighth Regiment had offered its services to President 

Lincoln for three years, and it was accepted: but ·we were ordered 
back to Inclianapoli~. to fill up the Companies to one hundred 

men each, and reorganize. 

On the twentieth day of Augu,-t the Regiment rendez\'oused at 

Indianapolis. preparatory to reorganization. and was again mus

tered into the Service of the United States. for three )"Cars. Sur

geon Ford was mustered in on the 5th of September. 1861. The 

Regiment marched, one thousand strong. by rail. an the 10th of 

September, and arri\'ed at St Louis the next day. \Ve remained 

here but a few days, then took cars for Jetfen;on City. where 1"e 

arri\'ccl September 14th. Herc I organized a Hospital. 
Our camp a~ Indianapolis was on the East bank of \\-"bite Rh·er, 

adjoining \Vashington street. The Ri\'er here runs in a South

westerly direction. and was very low at this time. Thus. the 

Southwest winds carried the foul exhalations from decaying ani

mal and vegetable matter in the bed of the stream. the fogs and 

m:1laria, into our camp. \Ve lay in this camp twenty-one days; 

here we were all infected by germs of disease. which the follow

ing letter to the Pen_sion Agent, at \Vashington. will explain: 
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W.rnASH, b.01ASA, No,·ernber zoth, 188:. 
•C. B. w ALKER, 

Arli11g Co111111issio11er, 
\Vashington, D. C. 

"Sin: You ask me to' State what you [I) know of the nature 
of the disease cal~ed the • Georgetown sickness,' ' I will give 

-you, briefly, some of the prominent symptoms of this 'sickness,' 

in its inception and progress, its cause and results. 

EX\'IRO:S:IIEX1". 

'' In September, 1861, 11 had been left in Hospital at Syracuse, 

Missouri, with a number of sick men. The Eighth Regiment of 

Indiana Volunteers had moved further up the Pacific Railroad, to 

·Georgetown. Their camp was on a high, rolling prairie, sloping 
South, and underlaid by limestone rock. The Fall rains had set 

!n, and we had several weeks of cool, cloudy, damp weather; the 

-ground was saturated with water. Immediately below our camp 

a very strong spring flowed out from a heavy ledge of lime rock. 

The water, with the exception of a little lime, was sweet and 
pure. No swamps, or pools of stagnant water were near our 

• camp. Most of our men were raw recruits, and discouraged; 

were home-sick [malidia du pays]: both officers and men did not 
know what their respecth·e duties were. hence we had consider

. able friction in the Regiment. This was the condition of affairs 

when the Surgeon arrived at Georgetown. G. \V. Edgerly, the 
Assistant Surgeon, had an :mack of the disease, and soon left for 

·home, at Muncietown, Indiana, where he died shortly after. 
••The writer arrived at this place about the first ,,f October, 

1861, and found about three hundred men sick: cause. diarrhma 

.and dysentery. 
"The reported well men were examined: the temperature was 

too low; pulse, from 6o to 65 per minute, were soft and lacked 

force; skin cool and clammy, tongue co,·ered with brown or white 

fur, broad, with indentations of teeth in its ,-ides: breath foul, and 

in many the abdomen was tender. though the~· had no diarrhcca; 
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there was a grent indisposition to move nbout, they lmd no spirit, 

no hilarity: in short, the men seemed to be under the etfect of 

some potent narcotic poison, that spent its force on the brain and 

nervous ,..yste111. Ask him if he wns sick, he would reply-

. • · X o, I 11111 not sick, but I nm not exnctly well; cnn 't do nny 
thing; don't know whnt is the mutter with me.' 

··At this stnge mnny had a • ~hivering fit.' followed by little re

:action: its inte1·mitti11g char:acter, however, was of short duration, 

but :active congestion of the colon nnd rectum supervened. The 
symptoms were torminn and tenesmus, with bloody mucous dis

charges. Xow. in a day or two, th.: tongue became narrow and 

pointed. the p:apilla were enlarged nncl red, the upper lip con
trncted, the ~kin shriveled on the muscles of the face, giving the 

pntient n shrunken, cadaverous appearance. As the patient grew 

weaker, the pulse became quickened and faster. He had a low 

grade of fever. depending doubtless on visceral irritation. Thi," 
fever was called, by many of the physicians, ·Typho-malarial.' 

\Vhen the fever reached this stage, it ran the usual course of ty

phoid fever. )fany died of exhnustion: others, after a protracted 
illness. slowly recovered. with an impaired or broken-down con
stitution. 

· ·The resident physicians informed me that this form of fever 

prevailed in that locality every Fall, mild among natives, but se
vere among strangers. The idea prevailed among the soldiers 

that the spring from which they took water was poisoned with 
ar,..enic [ white oxide J. This was erroneous, for the following rea

sons, namely: jO per cent. of the men who used this water were 

not :affected by arsenical poison. Second, the sick men [30 per 
ccnt, l showed no symptoms of the toxic:al effect of this agent. 

Third, I made a test an:alysis of the water .at the time. and found 
110 trncc of :arsenic in it. Fourth, other Regiments used water 

i"rom other ,..prings, from brooks :md wells in the immediate vicin

ity. and they had :as m:111y ~ick. aml of the same type of disease. 

a, we had. Fifth. the citizens of the village used water from 
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those spring, nt the Ml Ille ti111e thnt \\' e did. nnd had little or no 
sickness. 

"The abo\·c facts. we think. nrc sutlicicnt to settle this question. 
The induction of this disc11se must he trnccd to so111e other 

locnlity. 

"The t1r~tril1 of the Georgetown F:>ickness mny he trnced to the 
hnnks of \Vhite Ri\'cr. Indi:mnpolis, Indi:111:1-n sickly locnlity

where we were in c11111p, one thous:tnd strong, on the 10th clny of 

September, 1861 [I transcribe from my notes tnkcn at the time·!, 
and landed at St. Louis, Missouri, and stayed three dnys nt Jeffer

son Barracks. A numbcn of men were sick of ague and dysen

tery. On September 23rd we proceeded by rail. via Syracuse. to 
Georgetown, where we remained in camp until October I.J.th, 

1861. Herc we sutfered much from di11rrhn•:1 and d_ysentcry, with 

a low grade of fc\·er. 

"It may be observed here that from September 10th to the 23rd 

we had one hundred and fifty men sick at this point. This time, 
thirteen days, w:1s too short for its inception and development. 

On the 25th of October we started on our first march to Spring

field, leaving from three hundred to four hundred men sick. The 
writer of this paper was left sick of typhoid fever, at \Varsaw, 

with about cwenty-th·e others. three of whom died. 

• • Sever:il post mortem ex:1111inations of men who died of this 

fever. were made. Extensive organic changes were found in the 

colon and rectum: such as ulcerntion. congestion. :ind. in se\·eral 

cases, perforation of the bowel. Peyer's glands had sutfered 

greatly. Reco\·ery, in all these c:1ses. was protracted: many died. 

Those th:it survi\·ecl. came out with broken-clown constitutions . 
.. It is hoped th:it this ,ketch will ,uhscn·c the purpose for 

which it was written. 

•·Very respectfully \'our,.· · J A)I 1;s Fo,m. M. D. 
I-'lte U. S. Surgeon. 

The Army of the Southwest reached Springfield in fourteen 

days. Herc•' Surgeon Ford, though sick:· reachecl his command. 
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Price's Army retreated before the Ferleral troops arrived. Being· 

one hundred and fifty miles from the base of our supplies, the· 
Army returned to the Pacific Railroad at Otterville, and went in

to Winter quarters. I had cnronic dinrrhrea, was very weak, and 

unable for any duty. The Medical Director ordered me to Hos

pital at St. Louis, ~Iissouri. I took the cars that evening, and ar

rived in the night; went to a hotel, and was unable to report to. 

the Medical Director for three clays. 

General Pope had issued an order that n0,s man should leave· 
camp without his permission; of this, however, I knew nothing •. 

~le:mtime, Pope, hearing of my departure, telegraphed to Gen• 

eral Halleck to have me put in irons and seut back immediately. 

Halleck sent his Orderlies all over the City of St. Louis, hunting 

me. The :\Iedical Director here was the same man that had put 
me in charge of the Hospital at Rich Mountain, with whom I 

was, at least officially, well acquainted. When I reported, the 

Medical Director sprang up, giving me his hnncl, and said-

•· Surgeon Ford, where in the world have you been!' '-telling 

the facts as stated above-·• How did you get here?" 

·•I got here by the order of Shofe, Pope's Medical Director,'' 

w:1s my reply, handing him the order. 

··~ow you stay here, and I will go and see Halleck, myself;'•· 

which he did. Halleck's order was-

"Tcll him to go to his quarters and stay until he is able for· 

duty: then report to me before he returns:' 

This J did. In a few days I discovered that the river water 

thnt I drank, greatly increased my disease. I concluded to re

turn to my Regiment and take my chances with the other sick 

men. I reported to General Halleck, and stated the facts in my 
case: he immediately wrote a letter to· General Pope, stating the· 

facts in my case, and freeing me from all blame. I reached Ot

terville in the evening. very much exhausted. Some of the offi-

cers of my Regiment said-
•· Fore!. Pope is going to give you Hell!·· 
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All the Regimental officers called on me that evening, and 

seemed to dread the punishment. I did not tell them by what 
authority I got to St. Louis, nor thnt I had a letter from Hnlleck; 

but said-

•' General Pope is :l gentleman, and I think he will do me 
justice." 

)forning came; and I reported to General Pope's Headquarters, 

:md saluted him. He began with expletives-

·•:Sot ,·irtuously; not innocently. 
Xot happily; unfortunntcly.''-Sktrk~.•t•ar.,, 

I 

Until his tongue was pnraly:t.ed from over-work. 

handed to him, unsealed, as it came from Halleck. 

face crimsoned. as he said-

The letter was 

His blanched 

. ·•Why in H--1 didn't you hand me this at tirst? Go lo yo11r 

911arlcrs ! " 
This order was gladly obeyed. 

The next day the ~Iedical Director, Shofe, came to me, stating 

that Pope had given him a terrible cursing for giving the Surgeon 

of the Eighth Regiment the order to go to St. Louis, and threat
ened to cashier him. The Surgeon was informed that Pope 

could not do that-that the General was interfering in a depart

ment not under his control: and he, himselt: might be court-mc1r

tialecl for his acts; that the Surgeon was supreme in his depart

ment, as the General was in his. 
After this · • U npleas:mtness'' General Pope treated me with 

much kindness and consideration. He sent an Orderly to my 

room with the message-
.. Report to Headquarters immediately. or as soon as you are 

able.'' 
The order w:1s obeyed at once. He said-

.· General Davis informs me that you :trc one of the '>est oper

ators [surgical) in the Army. ~ow. I ~hall have use for all such 

men as you, shortly. "\Vhat kind of a wife have you got?'' 
'· The best woman in the world, sir," was my reply. 
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••Docs she know anything about nursing?'• 

"She has had ample experience in that line, sir:' 

••I'm going ·to send you home, so you will be able for the 

Spring campaign:' 

'• General, I am not able to get home. I am unahle to take care 
ofmy&elf.'' 

•' Then I'll send a man with you, but I will hold you responsi-
ble for his return.'• · 

"If you will let me select my man. I will be responsible:' 
·' Select :my man you please,'• w:1~ his answer.'· 

The le:1vcs of absence were made out, with the General's name 

attached. and we left for home February 9th. 1S62. I improved 
by rest and comfortable quarters. up to )larch 3rd; then I left for 

the Army, via St. Louis, Rolla, and ::;pringfielcl. I here insert a 
note made at this time: 

·' If churches ancl school houses indicate the civilization and re
finement of a people, Missouri must st:m<l low in the scale; yet 

she has many good citizen~. and it does me good to write it, that 
they :ire all l'nion men. and doing battle valiantly for the 
country:· 

The command was reached )larch ljlh. 1S62. ten days after 
the battle of Pea Ridge. 

In this battle we had 1,312 wounded men. The left wing of 

the Eighth Regiment, under Lieutenant-Colonel Shunk, lost in 

killed. wounded and missing. thirty-eight men. All the Rebel 

wounded and killed were left in our hands. The Indiana Brigade 
had 15j wounclccl m·en. 

On the 6th of April the Army moved in the direction of For

syth, Missouri. over the Ozark :\fountains .. and camped on Bull 

Creek: on the 20th we proceeded down \Vhitc River and acro!>s 
the country to Batesville and Sulphur Rock. Arkansas. Our ra

tions being exhausted before we left this point, the Commissary 

issued to each man. daily, four ears (![ r:or11. with some '' Sow
belly.'' which constituted all the rations we had. On the 22nd of 
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June we left Sulphur Ruck, nnd passed down White River until 

we nrrived ut Clurcndon: thence to Helenu, where we nrrived on 

the 1,31h of July. This campnign lusted over seven months; we 
had traveled nearly one thousand miles, ,tnd subsisted off the 

country already devustuted by the Enemy. 
We cam)'ed on the West side of the Mississippi River, one mile 

above Helena, where the end of Crnwley's bridge strikes the 

River. The River here runs from the ::-..orthcast, then turns 

South. From our camp we could see down the center of the 

stream for miles. 
The South wind, coming up the River, carried with it the fog, 

malaria, :md the germs of disease, into our camp. As soon as the 

air in the evening reached the dew-point, we were submerged in 

darkness, until the Sun in the morning dispelled the fog. I hnd, 

years before this, discovered the law by which local currents of 

air were governed in moving from place to place; thus enabling 

me to pre-determine, accurately, the healthfulne~s of any locn!ity. 

A few days before this, Colonel William P. Benton, of the Eighth 

Indiana Infantry, was promoted to the rnnk of Brigadier-General; 

I ranked ns Brigade Surgeon, consequently was one of his Staff 

Officers. Our tents stood close together, within twenty feet of 

the river. The Genernl was told that this was a very unhealthy 
locality; thnt we should nil be sick here in ten clnys. 

• · \Vhy do you think so?·• he asked. 

The reason wns given as stnted nbove. After reflecting a few 
moments, he said-

·• 0, d--n your theory, Ford: there is nothing in it!•· 

DE)IOSSTR,\TIXG HIS THEOl!Y. 

On the third morning after this colloquy, I had an attack of 

cholera morbus, and was very sick; was leaning over a log that 

the refluent water had left on the River bank, and was vomiting 

freely. General Benton, hearing the noise, came out, rubbing his 

eyes, and said-
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"Colonel Shunk! Major Parrish! Come and see Dr. Ford dem
onstrate his Theory.' Ha!-ha!-ha!" 

They came, but could not see where the •·Fun•• came in, and 

did not laugh. The Surgeon kept his hed two dnys. By this 

time the First Indiana Ilattery, Captain Clouse, had not enough 

well men to care for their horses, and called on General Benton 
for a detail. The Eighth and Eighteenth Regiments, our Brig

ade, were sutfering severely. We camped :1t this place on the 

13th of July, 186:i, nnd on the morning of the z3rd inst. a noise was 

heard in front of my tent. The Author, though sit:k. went out, 

and saw Brigadier-General W. P. Benton leaning uv~r the same 
log, vomiting severely. 

"You are demonstrating my Theory. General." I said. ·•Come 
out her.::, Colonel Shunk and Major Parrish, and see the General 

demonstrate my Theor_,v.'' • 
'• rou git.'-God---•. 

The hard-tack that had been eaten the day before was on its 

. way to the Mississippi, and blocked the road so the sentence was 

never finished. The cotl)pleteness of the demonstration. however, 

was never called in question afterward. • 

On the morning of the 26th of July. an Orderly handed me an 
order which read thus: 

HEAOQ,tlARTERS ARMY o~· THE Sot•THWEST. 

The compliments of Brig. Gen. w: P. Benton. to 

SunoEo:s Fono. 
'' Sm: You will be prepared to move, to-morrow morning, at 

six o'clock. &harp.'· 

Wlr. P. BE:STON, 

Brigadier-General. Commanding. 

The next morning General Benton, Colonel Shunk, Major Par

rish and Surgeon Fore). started. When outside the camp General 

Benton ~aid-
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• Now, Surgeon Ford, we are going to 

-camp. Y 011 may make your own selection. 
ponsible for the health of the men."• 

10<) 

hunt for a healthier 

I shall hold you r~i.-

••If you let me make my own selection, I will he re!,pon!-iblc. •' 
·was the answer. 

A selection was made one-half mile West of the river, out of 

,the line of the river fogs and away from the river water, and on 
the opposite side of Crawley's bridge. Two weeks after our 

Brigade settled in the new quarte1·s, the men never were in finer 

·spirits, and in better trim for duty. 

Here the Surgeon's quarterly report was made out. and for

warded to the Surgeon-Geneial at Washington, D. C. I was 

still sick of chronic diarrhm11, contracted in Missouri, but able to 
.attend to the official businei;s of the Brigade. August 30th, 1862, 

General Curtiss granted me a leave of absence for thirty days. 

About fifty sick men, with their rations and accoutrements, were 

·put on the steamboat McDowell, to be sent to a Hospital above 

-Cairo, Illinois_. They were in the care and under the command of · 

Surgeon Ford, on his way home. \Ve did not reach Cairo until 

"the 3rd of September. Here I was relieved of my command, had 

my leave countersigned by the Post Marshal. and took cars for. 
:home, where I arrived the next day. 

At the end of thirty days I was not fit for duty, and had my 
leave renewed at Indianapolis, for thirty days more. On the 3rd 

-of November, 1862, I took sleeper for St. Louis. Purchased here 

the "Physical Geography of the Sea,'' by F. M. Maury. Left St. 

Louis Nov.ember 7th for Iron Mountain, Missouri: put up at the 
·Chilis house, very tired. My notes, written at the time, ran thus: 

"This country is broken and mountainous: Iron Mountain is 

-of conical shape, 780 feet high. The Mountain is of solid rock. 

-composed of iron sulphide, yielding from 55 to 90 per cent. of 
metal. Shepard's Mountain, situated one-half mile west of this 

is also a mine of magnetic iron ore, finer than the other. These 

.mines are inexhaustible. This formation appears to be of recent 
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date, but primitive in character; granite rocks abounding all over· 
the hills, for thirty to forty miles around.'' 

Left here in an :unhuhmce :'ll'ovember I Ith, and reached Camp 
Steel, at Patterson, \V:iyne county, Missouri, November 1::th .. 

Ilcre we crcctecl a stockmlc fort nnd a high flag-stntf; put in the 

fortification a magazine und;r grouncl. for ammunition. ~ovem
hcr 23rd, started for Black River. January 16th, 1863, I ordered 

Surgeon Bruce, my Assistant, to take eighteen sick men with five 
tents. to the Hospital, with cooking \'essels; erect the tents, put 

the men in them, and make them comfortable, give them treat-

mcnt. etc. He erected two weclge-tents, put eight men in them, 

aml left ten without any shelter, without any means of cooking, 

without meclicine. or any assistnnce. This was not known to me 
for three clnys. He was told thnt charges would be preferred 

against him for dereliction of duty: he knew what that meant, 

and at once h:mded in his resignation. It was approved by all his 

superior officers, and he left the Army the next day. 

It being impossible to provision the Army so far from our base· 
of supplies. we were ordered to •·About face, ancl return to Mid

dle Brook. :\Iissouri. which place we reached February ::;th; after 
or1c of the hardest marches on record.'' 

Herc, hetween the 5th and roth of March, I was appointed' 
":\[edical Director in the Field,'. '"hich placed me on General 

D:1vidson's staff. :\Iy Brigade having marched for Vicksburg, by 

St. Genevieve, :\Iissouri. my chest. containing a new suit of mili
tary clothes, hoots, hooks. and all other property belonging to me 

was sent with the Eighth Regiment to Milli kin's Bend, where they 

were ordered to leave all trunks, tents. and hospital stores. in the

hands of some officer. This is the last I ever heard of my 

property . 

. \bout the 1st of April. my health not improving, General Da
,·i,1,on advised me to go home, as he thought I would not live

long. unless I improved. He gave me a leave of absence for 30-

days. and a bottle of Bourbon whiskey, which I could not, and did. 
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·not, drink, though I uppreciated his kindness. The next clay I 

·started for St. Louis, and reached the city in the e\·ening: then 

took a large close of opium, and entered a sleeper for Indianapolis. 

Happy in the arms of Morpheus until morning. then some one 

was tugging at me to get up, und the train was standing still, at 

the point of destination. Hlessed opium! thought I. That even

. ing, home, ••Sweet home,'' was reached.* 

I had been struggling with chronic diarrhrea ;ind indigestion, 

now and again, for the last ye:tr and a half; but at this particular 

· time, was very thin in flesh, weak, sick, and had been confined to 

bed about six weeks; had night sweats, imperfect digestion and 

assimilation. .My friends thought I would die. A German friend 

came to me and enquired about my case, and said-

.• Ah, Toe, you trinks some lager beer. you kits besser- prings 

you some.'' 

He was told that ••All stimulant~ !,urn my_ stomach; I can't 

· drink them.'· 

"0, you frinks lager!·• 

In half an hour he brought :1 bottle of foaming beer, and left. 

A gill of it was drank, and unexpectedly, it allayed that deep 

sense of lassitude and depression, from which I suffered greatly. 

This relief arose from the ana,sthetic effect of the carbonic acid 

gas. and the hops in the beer. and not from the small amount of 

. alcohol in it. In a few clays m_y appetite returned. and I ,,.Jowly 

recovered. 

I make this statement. as I fully belie\·e this beer saved my life. 

I take the liberty to say that P'hilip Alber manufactureclJhis beer 

himself, and brought it to me as an act of kindness: and I have 

felt a lively sense of gratitude to my friend e,·er since. 

From Xovember, 1S61, to June 5th. 1S63. I h~d scarcely pa~sed 

. a well day. My first attack was typhoid fever. with ulceration of 

Pier's glands: from which I have ne,·er reco,·ered. Ulceration of 

• This momlng. January 19th. 1888, at six o'clock. 7tS ycaJ"M ago, I flrt saw the light 
• ot day, and am now, Deo gmUns, enJoytni: a fair degr,_-e or health and strength. 
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the rectnm still continnes. I had a great dei.ire to continue in the· 

Army; was known as a·• Skilled Surgeon.'• Always stood well. 

with the Medical Director and the Commanding Generals. My 
chief desire was to help put clown this horrid Rebellion; but it• 

was evident that my usefulness in the Army had ceased; that it: 
was my duty to resign. and give place to some efficient man. I. 

received an honorable discharge, signed by General U. S. Grant,. 

June ;;th, 1S63. 

Two year~ passed before I was able to do much professional. 

work. I needed pure air, sunshine, digestible food, regular hours. 

and moderate exercise. 

BUSIXESS MATTERS. 

I owned at this time two hundred and twenty-seven acres of land, with. 

about one hundred ncres in cultivation. This farm is situated in Section 5, 

Township ~7 Xorth, Rnnge 6 East. :\ly precarious health, my wife and five· 

children nil depending on me for support, g,,se me much solicitude. I con•• 

eluded to sell my farm, pay off nil my debts, which were small, nnd place the 

balance of the money at interest, where the income would not depend on the 

season, but be sure and regular. 

In the Spring of 1864 I sold this farm to :\lathias Farr and William \Val• 

lace, including the growing crops, for *10,oSo. Of this, *7,000 were placed. 

in ••Seven-Thirty Govecnment Bonds• ·-as they were called. These bonds. 

yielded nbout *500 per annum, which was more than the farm would pay. 
I needed a cow pasture close to the town, and bought of Jacob C. Arnett 

and witc. out-lot So. ~6. in Sub-division of the Charley Section, May ;th. 

1:s<,3. containing ten acres; price. $1,Soo. In the Spring of 1864 I divided the· 

:X orth half into building lots, and by the following Christmas had closed out 

the whol" plat, yielding $1,So5, leaving eight acres without cost. and five

dollars tcf celebratt:the advent of Santa Claus. Off the Northeast comerof 

this land I sold to the Chipp-,wa Plank Road Company three lots, for *350. 

In the Summer of 187_,, I built a dwelling house on this land, costing $1,100;. 

it. with two lots, I ga,·e to my son, \Villiam Jesse Ford, who had been mar· 

ric:d to :\lary J. Conda. on the 31st day of December, 1874-. for *1,000, as a 
part of his distributive share ofmy estate. On the 7th day of July, 18Sz, I 
,old 1hc East half to Levi Wilson for $1.000, and the remainder I sold to 

Philip Hipskind for $1,000. S.,pt-,mber 1~Ul, 1883. In dividing this land, IL 

fraction. equal to one half-lot. was missed. which belongs to me yet; it is. 
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worth ,,no. Several crop•. of variou• kind•, were grown on It, and a large 

quantity of building stone and !lagging were taken from it• quarrlCM, equal• 

ing In nil not le•• than ljl4,ooo clear profit. 

On March ~oth, 1864, I purchased a Nursery of fruit trees of varlou• kinds, 

c:vergrc:cn• and shrubbery. for which l paid to Daniel Jones ljl1,;oo; then im· 

mediately sold one-half interest in the evergreens and shrubbery for ljl3;;, 
reducing my into:rest to ljl1,3~~. Our sales were limited this Spring, as we 

had no solicitorK in the field taking orders for trees. It was not expected 

thnt much money would be made from this enterprise; but It was expected 

the prnlits would come in the form of health and happiness; a wealth more 

precious than •ilver and gold. Then, too, I had two young sons •o full of 

vitality they did not know what to do with it or themselves. They believed 

in the conservation of energy; I believed in the transmutation of energy into 

muscle, brain and work. Thus, with the plow, the hoe, the pruning knife, 

the work began: "Funny" at lir•t, indeed, but by noon we had less noise; 

and, when the evening shade• leni.,-thened, they were as still ns death, and 

did not go • • Sc11/ikooli11' • • around town that night. The writer, too, was 

worse played-out than the boy•. Thu•, after a sound sleep and a late break• 

fnHt, the "Laddies" had the horse.and buggy at the post, and we all cm• 

barked for the nursery again. From day to day we repented these opera• 

tions, until ourmuscles were •trengthened and enurcd to the work. Very 

little labor was done by me. but I made the effort: and, when wc:nry, would 

lie down then and there, on the fresh dug earth, to re•t, in the sunshine, 

with(!ut feeling faint. In a wc:c:k my blanched lace wn• as brown as n .ail• 

or•s. My appetite increa•ed. digestion improved, and n•similation better, nil 

resulting in better health. 

In the Spring of 1865 this nursery was sold to Dr. Tompson, He carried 

on this business through the: Spring and Summer, but in the Fall he died of 

typhoid fever. He wns thought to be: responsible for nil hi• contracts; but, 

niter his death. his wife showed that their property had been purchased with 

her money. and could not be taken for his debts. Thus in this enterprise I 

lo,t about :j:1.~00. 

Pl"RCHASE A DKCG STORE. 

My health at this date was not good. The excessive labor in getting from 

place to pince, and the loss of sleep and rest, were too much for me; it kept 

a sense of weariness in my mind night and day. Idleness I could not en· 

durc; consequently, I bought an interest in II drug sl'ore. This establish• 

ment belonged to Price and T. ::\IcConn; the latter wa. a plasterer by trade, 

and knew nothing about the business. I bought his interest, including notes 



HISTORr OF THE FORD FAJl/11.1". 

and account•, and a••umed one-half of all debts, which were warranted not 

to exceed •~.ooo. Thi• purcha•e Wll8 made In January, 1866. John G. Price 
•old hi• lntere•t to Jo•eph :M, Thomp•on early In the Summer of 1867, and 
left thl• county, I bought Thomp•on'a Interest In the following July or Au
gu•t, and ended the partncr•hip busineRR. 

A full history of thi• transaction would be tire•ome and unintere•ling to 
the reader; consequently, the out-come only, will be given. Thompaon'• 

sale wa• correct and •atisfuctory; but the •tutement• of l\lcConn and J. G. 
Price, ns to the amount of Indebtedness, were false, as the records of the 

Circuit Court will •how. Then, by rascality, duplicity, lying, and fal•e 
•wearing, they cheated me out offl,350, 

Money-getting is the order of this age; men are not to be 
trusted in any transaction, if there be money in it. 

In the winter of 1866-7 I went to Philadelphia, and took a 

course of instruction in eye and ear surgery, with the intention of 

doing an office and city practice; purchased all necessary instru

ments and all necessary apparatus, and, among other things, $100 

worth of artificial eyes. The aggregate cost of this enterprise was 

five hundred dollars. It was found that there were not enough 
cases in a country practice to justify such an outlay. 

In the Spring of 1867 this drug st<>re was sold. The close con

finement in the store was as hard on me as the over-work in the 

practice of medicine; for this cause it was offered for sale,' and 

soon after sold to James Barnhardt for $4,720. 166 acres of land 

was taken in part pay. This land is situated se\·en miles North of 
Wabash, in the Northeast part of Section 5, Township 28 North, 

Range 6 East. Consideration, $3,720. 

ERECTIO:S 01' THE CHRISTIA:S CHURCH. 

During the yea: 1865 the Christian congregation, worshipping 

in the town of Wabash. had no house. A lot had been purchased 
some years before, for two hundred dollars_. At a meeting held 

for this purpose it was resolved that this congregation should 

build a church; and that Dr. James Ford should draw the plans 

and specifications for the house; to be erected of stone and brick, 

with a basement story of twelve feet in the clear. The size of the 
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building, to be seventy-seven feet long by fifty-four feet front, 

with a tower in front center. The plans were drawn, and speci

fications made, and submitted to the Building committee, who 

adopted them. The audience room was constructed with refer
ence to the ••Laws of Acoustic.•.'• This was a complete success. 

At this juncture the congregation was composed of well-to-do 
people: but thry had little wealth of money, but great wealth of 

energy and perseverance. They were not able to have trimmings 

of cut sto~e. but had them made of brick. This required over 
eighty forms of brick. A carpenter was employed to make the 

molds, but the architect had t1o stand by him and show him how 

they should be mnde. This required so much of his time, and was 

so expensive, that he mnde them himself, without cost. Where 

few of a kind were needed, they were cut with a knife while the 
brick were in n pln,-tic condition. J. H., now Dr. James Henry 

Ford, cut hundreds of them, without cost to the Church. The 

foundation and walls were put three feet above the second floor 

this year, ancl it W:tf finished in 1866. 

\Ve asked the good people of \Vahash to help us, and they res

ponded generously: especially those who did not belong to any 
religious organization, and some that did belong to other Churches. 

The Church members. many of them. denied themselves of many 

of the comforts of life, anti wore their old clothes longer than they 

were decent, in order to pay for their church. It was for the love 

of Goel and humanity they cli<i it. and not for self-aggrandizement. 

The architectural beauty of this building was greatly injured by 

the changes made in the plan and execution of the work. The 
roof, as drawn, was steep, so as to admit of a vaulted ceiling in

side, and the spire extended up over one hundred feet above the 

pavement. These changes were mnde by the Building Commit

tee, in order to chenpen the work: but, instead, the expense was 

greatly increased before the work was completed. This property 

has cost about $16,000. Our children's children will worship 

here, if this house is cared for. 
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COPARTNERSHIP WITH DR, JAMES L, DICKEN, 

Dr. J. L. Dicken came to me and desired to go into the practice 
of medicine .with me, stating that-

'' You have more practice than yon can itttend to; I will take 
the heavy work off you, and you may attend to the diseases of the 

eye and ear. I have a good practice, but much of it is too far 

away.'' 

After thinking about this business a few days, rconcluded to 
accept the offer. 

On the 1sth day of January, 1~, J. L. Dicken and the Author 
entered into copartnership; in the practice of medicine and sur

gery, for three years; commencing on the 5th day of January, 1~. 

and terminating on January 15th, 1872. This man's qualifications 
were good; he had a good knowledge of anatomy, was a fair sur• 

geon, and capable of doing a large practice; but, on the other 

hand, he had some disqualifying habits. He had an almost inex
haustible fund of anecdotes and funny tales, which he used on all 

occasions to his own hurt. The '• Fine practice'• he spoke of. 

wm, too far away and amoni the poorer class of people. who 

never paid for his services. Thus, he was rather unprofitable to 

me, and increased, rather than decreased, my long and hard rides. 

He was anxious to do this work, but the people refused to take 

him. 

· • Kihil, nihilo, fit.'' 
After the copartnershi p with J. L. Dicken ended, January 15th. 

1872, I took my son,James Henry Ford, M. D., in my office, and 
gave him an interest in the practice of medicine, and continued 

with him until the year 1SS1: drawing off gradually, and leaving 

the practice in his hands. 

The practice of medicine and surgery had been my life-work, 
and I had kept abreast of the times in all the improvements and 

new discoveries, up to date; but the end had come; and, grace

fully, I laid off my armour. 
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For further notice of this eight years labor, see biography of J. 
1H. Ford. 

BUSINESS MATTERS. 

On the first day of January, 18i4, I •old to Jacob Sayre one hundred and 

· aixty•slx acre• of land. which I had receh·ed In part payment for the drug 

·•tore. 
rt:RCH,\SF. A LARGE FARM, 

I purch11&ed the North half of Section 33, and the Southe11&t quarter of 

·Section :8, in Township :4, Range II E11&t. Also, an eighty acre lot In 

Section 13, Township :3 North, and Range II E11&t, near the town ofTren• 

·ton; alt situated In Blackford coupty, Indiana. It Wll8 purcha•ed of the 

.-Etna Life Insurance Company, on the 17th day of May, 1881; considera

tion, ,;.ooo. But this is not alt of the cost of this land. After I had entered 

•Into a written contract with their Agent, and had placed in bank •4,000 sub
ject to his order, another party olfored if:50 more. The Agent now refused 

•to let me have it, unles• I gave this additional sum. To avoid a lawsuit, I 

gave it; but when the deed came the consideration was :f;,ooo. Then who 

got the ,:50? I paid the Agent if95. which he claimed for making the loan 

,of the other $3,000. The contract was for a•· Deed in fee simple:" but said 

·Company, in their deed, said," \Ve warrant and defend against alt contract., 

. made b_v 11., ! ' There was an old judgment rendered against this land, before 

the Life Company bought it, which failed to get in the Abstract of Title; 

· but the Company knew of it before they sold to me. hence this peculiar fea

, ture of the deed. I learned of this after I had spent one thousand dollar,. 

in improvements. This cost me if:oo more. Thus, they. through their 

Agent, caused me to pay $545 more than I agreed to pay. My experience 
with the Xew York Life, and the .£tna,convinces me that theJ' are;,,,.,,, • 

. ti,mall_v diskonest. and tnke the advantage of their customers, whene,·cr the 

law will not prohibit them. I think an in,·estigation of their past act,, will 

•confirm these statement,,. 

I sold the land near Trenton, in Section 15, Township :3. to William and 

·Reuben Whitaker for $1,400, on the 5th day of July, 1881, and applied the 

money in payment of the other land. 

POLITICAL. 

In politics, I was a 'Whig; believed in protc:cting our industries 

. against foreign labor and capital; in building up a great and inde
_pendent nation, capable of enacting wise laws, educating her 
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children, developing mines; of manufacturing her own machin

ery, and of building up her own commerce. This we have done!' 

The progress of this Nation, in the Nineteenth Century, is unpar

alleled by any people in the World. While other Nations are 

studying and preparing ~o destroy their neighb~rs, we are en
gaged in the peaceable pursuits of agriculture and commerce .. 

The Inst relic of barbarism has yielded, not without great cost of 

life and treasure. before the light of this age; Sla-:,ery is dead! 
If the Press were confined to the truth; Civil Service carried 

out in good faith; and the time of service of the President con•• 

fined to one term, the perpetuity of this Nation should continue 

through the ag-es. The lying demagogue soon dies from his own 

poison. 

RELIGION. 

I hnd committed the ··Shorter Catechism '' to memory when :I· 
child, nnd the .. Chief end ef man" became the •·Puz::le." 
\Vhen fully grown, I could not reconcile the statements in the· 

third chnpter of Genesis with this, and what followed in other 

books of the Bible. 
I will give a statement of the manner this subject appeared to. 

me ,ixty-five years ago: 

That God should create millions of human beings and place

them in a condition that they could neither turn to the right nor 

to the left to escape an eternal punishment; not by any premed

itated act of Adam and Eve, but by the allurement and deception 

of a t:1lking serpent, they were induced to eat of the forbidden. 
fruit. •·In His sight all things nre open and manifest; His know). 

edge is infinite. infallible, and independent upon the creature; so 

as nothing is to Him contingent or uncertain: .. -(Confession of 

Faith, p. 23.) 

As God ordains · · \Vhatsoevcr comes to pas;.,'' it follows, there

fore. that there was no uncertainty or contingency in this whole

scheme. God laid the plans; he made the Devil his executive of

ficer; and Adam and Eve the culprits-tried and condemned. 
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'Did (iod set a trdp to catch his innocent children? Did He make 

.a talking serpent to spring that trap? Where does the responsi

bility of this disobedience rest? :Must the people now living suf

fer the penalty-tca/h? What was the mental condition of 
Adam m~d Eve at this time? They ••Neither knew good nor 

-evil;" they did not know that they were naked; they were blind; 
·they could not reason; they were made as the beasts of the field 

were-not capable of reason; until the tempter told them that 
·"God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes 
shall be opened and ye shall be as Gods, Knowing good and evil.'· 

-(Genesis iii, 5.) "This, their sin, God was pleased according 

to His wise and holy council, t6 permit, having purposed to order 

it, to His own glory.' "-(Confession of Faith, p. 42.) 

The Savage delights in the number of scalps he takes before he 
roasts his victims at the stake. Is this the kind of glory Deity 

delights in? Does a finite act merit an eternal punishment? The 

-burnt victim, being dead, feels no more pain; but-this God gives 

His victim a~ indestructible body and an endless life in torment 

to increase His glory! Again, as the human family increase in 

·number, His glory increases in the same ratio! I have made these 

statements and propounded these questions, which the reader 

·may study and answer to suit himself. They are pu::::les to me, 

but they are the doctrines taught sixty-five years ago. 

In this connection I desire to make another statement: 

Unto the woman He said. •· I will greatly multiply thy sorrow 
and thy conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; 

.and thy desire shall be unto thy husband. and he shall rule over 
thee." He would greatly multiply her sorrow in bringing forth 

-children; and, also, increase the number, that the sorrow might 
·the oftener recur! 

Does God hold woman in contempt, that He should give her 

intense and oft-repeated suffering for obeying the command to 

'' Multiply and replenish," because she had eaten of the forbidden 

fruit? She suffered the "Thorns and thistles•' with Adam, and 
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this in addition: but, worst· of all, "He shall rule over thee!,,. 

Adam, the tyrant! Eve. the slave!! She was considered and. 
held as property: ••Thou !.halt not covet thy neighbor's wife-nor 

his ox." The God (Elohim) of the Old Testament permitted po
lygamy, slavery. and divorce, without the wife's consent! 

It has been the writer's duty, through the caurse of a long life, 

to attend, probably, two thousand c.ises of maternity. To stand· 

by an innocent woman, an idle ~pectator, powerles& to relieve her 

terrible throes of labor:_ without having my sympathy drawn out 
in her behalf, was impossible: I could not resist the enmity in my· 

soul against this, to me, unmerited imposition! If her baby die, 

shall it be punished to all eternity? 

The Commentaries inform us that the first ten chapters of Gen
esis are an older document than those following. "Opinions. 

have differed whether we ought to take the story of the Fall, in 
Genesis third. to be a literal statement of facts, or whether we· 

should regard it as an allegory."-(Smith's Bible Dictionary, p . 
.!S6.) The Divine Name used in the first chapter of Genesis is 

(plural) ·• Elohim:" the. second is • ·Jehovah." The Elohistic 

document is the oldest: its author is unknown. The J ehovistic 

was probably written by the ~ uthor of the Pentateuch. "Of the, 

two principal document<;, the Elohistic is the earlier, and in some· 

in,-tances there seems to have been so complete a fusion of the 

two principle documents, Elohistic and Jehovistic, that it is no 
longer possible to accurately distinguish them, [Ibid.] •·Subse

quently. three documents united and arranged by a fourth person, 

who acted as editor of the whole." [Ibid 286.J 

The reader can easily see the difficulties an inquiring mind 

would have in reaching a conclusion touching the subjects treated, 

in the beginning of this article. 

One idea stands out in hold relief. that the writer of Genesis,. 
has given his God the character of the people among whom he 

lived. He was of a nomadic race. a keeper of cattle, and a savage 
dwelling in tents: the slightest oposition to his behest was death. 
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The Law was faulty. It could not make the comers thereto 

perfect; therefore it was abolished. '' As a means of justification 
or salvation,"' says Smith. •'It ought never to have been regarded, 

even before Christ. It seems clear enough that • • • as a 

whole it ended with the Jewish Dispensation. It was a covenant 

of death." Happy the clay when the Law was abrogated! 

APOLOGIA PROFIDA :-.osTRA. 

JESUS, THE CHRIST. 

Christ came into the world not as a slave-holder; not as a 

polygamist: not as a Shylock: bot as a tyrant; !JIit as a Saviou,-, 
the Jicssiah. the Allointed, a P,-ophet, a Priest, and a King 
"Whose business it should be to set the people free f,-onz sin aml 

leach them the ·:::ays ef God.'' Jesus, the mediator of the new cov

enant, is the head of the Church, whose blessings extend to the 

whole world. He saves men, not in their sins, but from all iniq
uity by teaching them to live a holy life. He took away the old 

covenant, nailing it to the cross; but he gave us a new and better 

covenant, with better promises. He burst the bars of death and 
triumphed over the grave to ratify its blessings to us. 

"All hail the power of Jesus' name. 
Let Angels prostrate fall; 

Bring forth the royal diadem. 
And cro::·11 Hlm Lord of all.'" 

I joined the Christian church at Connersville in the Summer of 

183S, under the administration of John 0. Cane. 
This is the way it came about: 

He represented Jesus, the Christ, as a noble personage, who 
went about doing good, a friend, a lovable man; unlike Moses, 

who taught more Sheol than Heaven. This man was God's Son 

in the flesh, the :'.\Iessiah. He came to redeem men from the 

thralldom of sin, and to give him the .La-..r: <!I.,. Life and Libe,-ty. 
There was nothing in the lives of Plutarch, or any other biogra

phy to equal this. First, I read the New Testament with care 



IUSTORr OF TIIE FORD FAM/Lr. 

·nnd found thnt ''Faith'' in the Lord Jesus was the first step 
townrd a better life. Second, I hated wickedness, and wns sorry 
thnt I had failed to discover this before. I had made so many 
mistakes, both in commission and in omission. I resolved to free 
myself from them and escape the penaltr which immedintely fol
lows. I could not increase God's happiness, but could enhance 
my own by obeying His Commands. I was a penitent 1-ieliever. 
Third, In accordance with the law of life, it becnme nec!c-,sary for 
me to be baptized-to die a figurative death; to pass through a 
figurative burial, and to be figuratively raised from the dead. 
•• Know ye not that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus 
Christ were baptized into His death? Therefore we are buried 
with Him in baptism into death; that like as Christ was raised up 
from the dead by the Father, even so we should be raised up, and 
also walk in a new life."-Romans, vi, 3-4. A few drops of 
water falling on a believer's head, to my mind, lacked the sub
stance of the figure; therefore I wa!'- immersed in \Vhitewater 

River by John 0. Cane, for the remission of sin. The act was 
never regretted. 

• 'Joy to the world, the Lord has come, 
Let earth receh·e her King; 

Let e,·ery heart prepare him room, 
And hea\'en and nature sing.'' 

-JVatt.,. 

I can not pursue this subject further, but hai.·e tried to get down 
to the bed-rock of fact, and to make virtue the means, and happi

ness the end. 

'' Teach me to feel another's woe, 
To hide the fault I see; 

That mercy I to other& show, 
That mercy show to me. 

' ' Mean though I am, not wholly so, 
Since quicken'd by Thy breath, 

0 lead me wheresoe'er I go 
Through thi.~ day's lffe or death." 

-Po/e. 
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Sll:SD,\V SCHOOL, 

In the year 1S-1-3 the town of Wnbash, now city, contained 
about twenty fnmilies. The l\Iiami Indinns occupied the territory 

South of the \Vnbash River, and the country was almost a dense 

wilderness. .\ three months school was tnught in the Winter, 
but none in the Summer. The inhabitants were not blessed with 

an abundance. and our children were growing up in ignorance; 

many of them hatless, barefootted, ragged and dirty. Our first 

temples were the sylvan arches of the forest. Aristocracy was a 

child of the Orient, and had no relatives in this country. 

Here, in short, a large per cent, of this raw material was organ

ized into a Sunday school, and the writer was Superintendent 

and teacher of the Bible class for seventeen years. This School 

became quite popular; frequently the parents and often the Min

isters attended and took part in its deliberations. 

The last year I taught, this question was propounded to the 

Bible class, which consisted principally of young ladies and gen

tlemen: 

• • \Vhen, in becoming Christians, do we reach the Blood of the 
Redeemer? 11 

The Epistle to t~e Hebrews, together with the Pentateuch, was 

under consideration . 

• This question produced great excitement among the old and the 

young: they had never thought of it before, presented in this way. 

The L'lw, given at Sinai, was called a "Will," a "Testament," 
a•· Covenant,' 1 a contract made by God himself, and was ratified 

or made binding on the children of Israel by the shedding of the 

blood of beasts. Christ was born under the Law and could not 

escape its penalty, nor institute ~ new \Viii or Covenant while the 

first was in force. Said He-

•·Lo, I come to do Thy will, 0 God. He taketh away the first 

that He may establish the second. By the which \Viii we are 

sanctified through the offering of the body of Christ once for all.'' 

-Hebrews, x, 9-10. 
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Then Christ took away the old Co,·enant by ••Nailing it to the 

Cross." This done, He was at liberty to "Establish " a new 
Covenant, Will, or Contract, and He sanctified it by shedding His 

own blood-not to be applied directly to the people, but to estab

lish or ratify the Ne-.1J Law; so, when we come under the New 
Law we come to the blood of "The Christ:• and ha\'e escaped 

the penalty of the old, are free from sin-new creatures. 
After some four months study the question was asked," \Vhen 

do we come to the blood of Christ?'• The answer came-
•· u,"fuw we enter i11/o the .LVc-.L' Co";Jc11a11/ we come lo the Blood." 

My pupils had enquired of their parents and Ministers, but 

failed to get a satisfactory !lnswer; but when they "Dug it out" 

themseh-es, they were wonderfully pleased with their victory. 

Lack of space forbids further notice, but now after the lapse of 

thirty years, I see many of those pupils standing in their places, 

obeying every proper demand the State and society re9.uires of 
them, which is \'ery gratifying to me. 

SCIEX'CE AXD RELIGIOX', 

A hot war is now in progress between the Theologians on the 
one side, and the Scientists on the other. Some Theologians see 

no di\'ersity between Science and Christianit~t:1ke a broad and 

liberal \'iew of hoth, and use the former to illustrate the latter; 

while others of the same School look on all concessions in this 

direction as rank infidelity. A few Scientists agree with the Lib
eral Theologians.ai.d form a third party, at peace with each other. 

The other '5cientists :-.re Agno~tic-di,;carding all intelligent de

sign in r.aturc. 

The question will not be discussed by the writer, only so far as 

to show where he stands. 

I quote from ~f.Jenet: "Les causes finalel""-"The present 
determined by the future.'' 

••Consider what i!:- implied b~- the egg of a bird. In the mystery 

:incl night of incubation. there comes, by the incubation, an incred

ihle number of cause!-: A li\·ing machine within the egg. It is 
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·absolutely separated from the external world, but every part is 
related to some future use. The outward physicnl world which 

the crenture is to inhabit is wholly di\'ided hy impenetrable veils 
from this internal laborntory; hut a pre-established hnrmony exists 

·between them. Without, there is light; within. an optical ma
-chine ndapted to it. Without, there is sound; within, an acoustic 

apparatus. Without, are \'egetables and animals; within, organs 
for their reception and assimilation. Without, is air; within, 

lungs with which to breathe it. \Vithout, oxygen; within, blood 

to be oxygenated. \Vithout, is earth; within, feet are being made 
·to walk on it. Without, is thli atmospnere; within, are wings 

with which to fly through it. If we exclude design, this is what 

Nature is supposed to be doing." But nbo\'e and beyond these 

self-evident truths, there were iVisdom lo co11lri-::c. Power lo e.Ytf

•Cule, and Goodness lo happify-lhe.<e ,rre the atlrilmlesef God. 

"The highest link in Nature's chain is fastened to the foot of 

Jupiter's chair.''-Bacon. 

Moses, the Law-gh·er, was commissioned by God to lead the 
· Children of Israel out of bondage, and to gi\'e them the Law 

(Decalogue) and pince them in the land that had been promised 

to Abraham '· For an inheritance;" the means to accomplish this 

great work were also assured. The line and scope of this inspira

tion began and ended when this work was finished. His c~m

mission did not extend to scientific subjects, but, in nil else, he 

gave the ideas held by the people of that age. touching the sub
jects of Astronomy, Geology. and all other Scientific matters. It 

.is said "All Scripture is gi\'en hy inspiration of God." This is 

true in relation to man's obligation to his Dit'ine Father, but will 

.not hold good when applied to scientific subject;;; thus. the Idea 
of Plenary Inspiration must be gi\'en up. For further information 

·-see Keto's Biblicnl Dictionnry under the word • ·Firmnmcnt;'' 
.also, Smith's Dictionary on the same word. If the Hebrew word 

'• Rakinh-firmament-does not harmonize with strict philosoph

ical truth, the answer to such an objection is. ··that the ·:1:ritcr des-
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cri6cs thi11gs as tluy appear rather than a.~ /hey are.'' (Ibid) This
concession holds good, doubtless, through 1111 the Sncred writings 
where it refers to scientitic mutters. 

Holding this v·iew, there is no discrepancy between science and 

religion; they stand on parallel lines-the former elucidating the· 

power, wisdom and goodness of Goel; the lntter, involving our 

happiness here nncl eternal bliss hereafter. 

The render will notice that 1111 quotations used in these pages. 
are taken from Orthodox Christian writers, ripe scholars; and pro

found thinkers. 
The position the Chnrch now occupies, in opposition to true· 

science, is adverse to her best interests, and should cease. 

THE XORTI-IWEST CHRISTIA:S [sDICE BUTLER] U:-IIVERSITY • 

..:\ charter was obtained from the Legislature, liberal and com
prehensive, for this institution, on January 15th, 1850. to be loca

ted at Indianapolis, Indiana. It was a joint stock corporation; the· 
shares were one hundred dollars each, on which, when paid up, 

the stockholder receives six per cent. in tuition. The minimum· 

amount of stock was fixed at $75,000, and the maximum at $500,000. 

There were a numher of Commissioners nnmed in the charter, 
among whom the writer was one. On February 22nd, 1877, the 

Board of Directors adopted the naml" "Butler University," in 

honor to Ovid Butler, one of its founders, who gave largely of his 
substance, and devoted over twenty years of his life to its interests 

without pay. In the year 187:;, as a result of the encroachment 

of Indianapolis on the campus, and the allurements of the city on 

the pupils. a new buil_ding was erected at Irvington, a beautiful· 
suburh four miles East of the city, where instruction of the classes 

began in the Fall of 1875. I do not know the amount of its en
dowment fund. 

Elder John 0. Cane, the .:\gent for soliciting stock, was assisted 

ten ,bys. by me. in \Vab:ish and Huntington counties, with horse· 

and buggy, and I attended almost every sitting of the Trustees up 
to :\Iay, 1861: then, receiving the appointment of Surgeon in the· 
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. :Army, I could not nttencl to its interests longer, nnd another man 
·was appointed in my place. Two nnd one-half days were spent 
•on horse-back in going, and as many in coming, and two in the 
University, making one week spent each trip, cost me in money 

·spent, and time lost from business, over fifty dollars for every trip 
, that was made. It was not regretted then, and i& a source of 
pleasure now. Man should not live for self only! This senti
ment is shared, doubtless, by a large per cent. of the stockholders, 
many of whom have passed to their reward. 

One iclea peculiar to this Institution, was, that '' This should be 
,eminently a Christian Institutiop, not in any illiberal, or even de
nominational sense; but should be brond, catholic and philanthro
pic as Christianity itself.'' This idea is contained in its organic 
law.• 

To my children: Butler University is destined to be a great 
Institution of Learning in the various departments of human 

,knowledge. It is my desire that the interest on my stock shall be 
. used for the benefit of my family and their descendants, male or 
female; but, if the interest is not used in a reasonable time after 

• due, it shall be given, free of cost, to some worthy person, male or 

,female, who desires an education, My certificate of ~tock will be 
left in the hands of my son, Dr. James Henry Ford. to be held in 
trust for the benefit of my family and their descendants, as stated 

.above. 

• For rurther knowledge or this In,tltutlon, see Historical Addre"", by A, R. 
ol3urton, A, M~ LL. D. 
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A1AERICA HOLTON FORD. 
( WRITTEN BY HERSELF.) 

:\IV ,\NCESTORS, 

l\Iy greut-grandf~ther, Alexander Holton, was of English pa-. 
rentage, and came to this country at an early period, when an, 
infant only a few months old. His mother died, as tradition gives 

it, on the voyage across the Ocean, ieaving the father with his 
motherless child to pursue his journey alone to .1 new and (to 

them) strange country. On his arrival, providentially however,. 
he found a good christian woman who took the helpless, mother
less infant, and cared for him as her own. After seeing his child: 
providt:d for, and staying in this ccuntry a year or two, he con
cluded to return to his native land; intending, eventually, to re
turn to America and make it his home. This is the last ever 
heard of him. It was supposed he died there. This is all we• 
know of our family origin, and that is mostly traditional. Thus it 
will be seen that Alexander Holton, my great-grandfather, was. 
left alone in the world with none to care for him but his fos
ter-mother. This task she performed faithfully, as she rear!"d him, 
to manhood, teaching him, it was !tllid, habits of industry and 
economy, inculcating sound moral and religious principles, as. 
well. 

\Vhen he became a man, he married, and became the father of 
two sons, \V:llam and Alexander. The first was my grandfather. 

Of the second I know nothing definite. My grandfa~her was 

born in Fauquier county, Virginia, in the year 1739. When he
grew up to manhood he was married to ~ail Gorman, my 
grandmother. Her history and nationality -i..- unknown to me. 
He and his family resided here until the year 1794, then they em-
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them except their olde11t daughter, Mildred, who w11M mnrtied, and 

rem11ined in Virginiu. My gr11n<lp11ren111 had ten children, seven 

sons uncl three daughters. 

Grnndfnther settled on lnn<ls about one mile South of Minerva, 

which in time he improved into II benutifnl farm. Here he con

tinued to reside until hi11 de11th, nt the 11dv11nced age of ninety-two 

years. He w1111 naturally II mun of n pciuceuble 11nd pleasant di11-

po11ition: a devout christi11n, nnd" member of the Bapti11t church: 

n man of influence in the community where he lived and died, 

le:iving an unblemishecl reputation-a heritage to his posterity. 

True, he w:is u slnve holder. bu~ w11s a very kind, humane masttlr, 

and eventually freed nil his slnves: some of them during his life

time, the others he left free :it his death. My grandmother sur

vived him Iv" ,r three years, nnd died nl the age of eighty-eight. 

She was :1 -.i11-f-l1e:1rted woman. [n the early dnys among the 

pioneers, w',.n ,·Jllt:d upon to enlcrt:iin strangers, she was noted 

for her ho~pit~l~ty. though involving frequently much labor and 

sacrifice. 

JESSE HOLTON. 
1MY l•ATHcR,) 

Jesse Holton. the son of \Villiam :mcl Abigail Holton. was born 

in Fauquier county. Virginia. February zSth. 1781. and came with 

his parents to their Kentucky home, and assisted in clearing up 

their land. :111d :ill other duties peculiar to farm life. He was eri

ucatcd in the schools of the country. and was vi:rsed in all thi: 

English branches as taught at that time. His father. although a 

slavt>-holder, brought hi~ sons up to habits of industry and econ

omy. As the result of early training, he became a member of the 

Baptist Church when quite a young man. 

Hi: was married to Jane Ireland on the 28th day of July, 1So3, 

who lived with her widowed mother. at this time, near Washing

ton, the county seat of Mason county, Kentucky. He and his 

wife. the following Fall. moved on land situated one mile South 
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of Minen·a. This land they cleared and brought to a high Mtate 

of cultivation. Here nine children were born to them, four sons 

:md five daughters. Here they resided until the Spring of 1833, 
when, becoming dii,gusted with slavery, an institution which he 

always believed to be a crime in the sight of God, he 11old hiK 

farm, thinking he could better hi11 financial condition, then emi

grated to Fayette county. Indiana. Here he purchaKed three 
hundred 11nd Kixty acreK of rich land two mileK north of Conner11-

ville, the county 11eat. The only slave he owned he brought with 

him to lntliana, and gave him his freedom. 

A MISISTEII OF THF. GOSl'.KL. 

In this hricf and imperfect sketch, I must not fail to speak of 

my father ai- a Minister of the Gospel. Many years before my 

recollection, he was an Ordained Minister in the Baptist Church; 

not of the old regular Calvinistic School, but a more liberal branch 

of that denomination, who. believed in the doctrine taught by 

Andrew Fuller. He devoted a large portion of his time to 

preaching and the study of the Word of God: he aimed to make 
the Scriptures their own expositors. He early discarded the use 
of .. Crte,•d.<'' a, bonds of union, and was far in ad\·ance of his 

tlenomination in his views on that, as well as many other points 

of doctrine. Thus, when Alexander Campbell, Walter Scott, and 

others, came out with what was then styled the •·Reformation," 

he was fully in accord with their views anJ gave them his hearty 

support. Although not an el•>quent speaker, in the common ac

ceptation of that term, he was a logical reasoner and presentt-d 

the truths of the Gospel in a very clear and efficient manner, as 

was evidenced by the winning of countless numbers of souls to 

Christ, under his ministration. 
As this is not intended as a history of Jes~e Holton, but only a 

brief sketch of his life and character, I must desist. 
Looking back from my present-standpoint, I think in fact, his 

zeal, self-sacrifice and devotion to the cause of Christianity, coule 

only be portrayed ~- the pen of one more -gifted than the writer. 
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It haM been Mnid "Some men ure too greut for monumenta." 

So I think of Kuch men 1111 he, nncl his co-laborers of that day; 
men who gnve their timc and talents without mont:y nnd without 

price for the cnuse of Christ 11ncl the conversion of the world. 

Eternity alone can re\'cnl the good resulting from their labors. 

After JesKe Holton came to Connersville he turned his attention 
more to agriculture, only preaching to the church at this town, of 
which he WRM chosen 1111 Elder, and hiM fomily were among the 

charter memberK. 

In politics he was a Whig, nnd took grent intereMt in all ques
tions involving the public welfare. He wns intense in his dislike 

to the institution of slavery. 

In the year 1837 he wns 11ttacked by that terrible disease, bron
chitis, which, in spite of all efforts by skilled physicians, family 

and friends, grew gradually but surely worse till the fourth day of 
April, 1839, when he closed his earthly career. ••At peace with 

God and man," and leaving a good name, which "Iii better than 

riches,'' he leaves as an heritage to his children and the commu

nity in which he lived. 

MOTHER'S ASCESTR\', 

Hans Ireland. the father of Jane Ireland, m_y mother, was born 

of Scotch parents in Ireland, in the year 1730, and came with 
them to America when six months old. They settler! in Pennsyl

vania. where he lived till 1789, then emigrated to Kentucky. He 

was twice married; by his first wife he hail two sons and one 

daughter. Of their history little is known by me. His second 

wife was my grandmother, who was the widow, Agnes Drum

mond, the mother of two children by her former husband, one 

son and one daughter. This marriage occurred about the year 

1774-5· 
Hans Ireland was a man of nervous temperament, very active. 

quite tall, had red hair, blue eyes and fair skin. He was fre

_quently engaged with the Indians in the border wars of that pe-
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riod, and nar1owly e11caped death at their h11ncl11 on more than one 

occasion; he al110 11erved in the War of the Revolution-1776. 

He sold his ·property in Pennsylvania and took pay for it in 

Continental money, which in a short time became entirely worth

less, thus reducing him and his fnmily alrnci.t to poverty; but he 

remuined here until 17~. Now, with his family ancl what mean11 

he could commu111l, he moved to Kentucky. which 111 thut time 

wu~ only a prO\·ince or connty belonging to the St11te of Virginia. 

The next year howe\·er-1790-it was org11nizecl into the Terri

tur,1· of Kentuck~·. 11nd :ulmittecl a, u State of the Union in the 

yeur I 792. A farm wa~ hought nn the road leading from Wm,h

ington to ~lurph~·ville; here. hy dint of perseverunce 11nd econ
omy. he hewed out a good farm. and was i,urrounded by as many 

of the comfort~ of life as were common among the early 11ettlers. 

In early life. it was said. he did not adhere to any religious body, 

hut wus what might he termed rather a gay, rollicking sort of 

fellow. full of fun or fight. as occasion required; hut in his mature 

yl·ar~ he unitccl with the Preshyteri,111 church. and remained a 

consistent memher until his death. He was bruve und patriotic, 

ha\'ing ,er\'ecl his country through two wars. He died March 

qth. 18<J2. 

Agnes Ireland. my grandmother, whose maiden name was Cal

encler, the daughter of Samuel Calender. was born iri Scotland in 

1733 .. She was educate<! and lived there until married to her first 

hu~hand. Samuel Drummond, by whom she had II son and a 

daughter. \Vhen they came to America, they settled in West

moreland county. Pennsylvania. At this place, while engaged in 

clearing land, he was caught under the limb of a falling tree. and 

instantly killed. My grandmother had a better opportunity of 

getting an education than man~· females of that day. Her family 

hclonged to the better class of Scotch societ~·; she had one broth

er who was a Surgeon in the British Army in America, during 

the Colonial period under King George III. After his death a 

part of hi, lihrary came into her possession; these book~ she 
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·stmlied carefully until she learned the nature!, use, and administra

tion of the various agents used in the healing art of that day, and 

hdd II knowledge of the science of Obstetrics. Her skill and 

knowledge were of great use to her and the people where she 

lived, as physici:ins were few and hard to obtain on the frontier 

~ettlements. She was frequently c11lled upon to treat the sick and 

:1tllicted. lfshe were li\'ing now, i.he would he styled 11 ·•Female 

Physici:in ;'' then, only a ••very knowing woman and a Mid

wife,'' She was a member of the Scotch Presbyterian church, 

and adhered !ltrictly to its doctrines as long as she lived. 

About the yeur 1774 or 17751 she-married Huns Ireland. They 

were the parents of three daughters, namely: 

Murguret, born June I 1th, 1776. and died in August, 1791. 

Nancy. born October 11th, 1779, and di~d in the year 1854. 

Jane was born October 16th. 1781, and died in March, 1859. 

She was only about eight years old when her parents emigrated 

to Kentucky. 

Agnes Ireland died October 16th, 1So3, having lived a long and 

useful life, full of good works. She :ilso sutTered many trials and 

'hardships, incident to life in a new and unimproved country. 

JANE HOLTON. 
( MY MOTHER,) 

Jesse Holton and Jane Ireland were married July 28th, 1So3, in 

Mason county, Kentucky. They were the parents of nine 

children: 

William Calender, born April 4th, 1So5, living. 

James Newton, born February 3rd, 1807, died September 3rd, 

1866, while on a return trip from California, via Isthmus of Pan

ama, and was buried in the Atlantic Oce:in. 

Nancy. born February 16th, 1Sog, died October 6th, 1875. of 

.apoplexy: 
Mary Ann. born August 19th, 1810, died October 6th, 1835. 
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Alexander Cruden, horn September 6th. 181:1. died May 16th •. 

1841. 
Jesse, born :'IJ',.vemher 6th, 1814, died July 10th, 1866, of con

sumption, caused by exposure while in the Army. 

Eli7.abeth Jane, born :'ll'o~·ember 2;:th, 1816, died September 

13th. 1836. 

America. born March jth. 1819. Living. 

Martha. horn April 9th, 1821, died June 27th, 1845. 

These children all lived to years of maturity before death in

vaded that happy family. The rirst death in our family occurred 

in October. 1835: since that time all but two have passed away. 

William C. and myself are the only ones left. .-\ short history of 

,ny father has been given. and a history of mother is next in or

der: yet I can but feel how utterly incompetent I am to do justice 

to her memory. 

Of her girlhood, I know only what I have learned from her aud 

my aunt Key. When her parents emigrated to Kentucky, pub

lic :affairs were in such :m unsettled state, from various causes, 

that i;he got but little schooling: but. I think. she got most of her 

education at home. from her mother. What she lacked in educa

tion w:1s more than made up by her good natural abilities. She

was the ,tay and solace of her aged parents. who were both in

\'a!ids for se\'eral years before they died. and looked to her to care

for them almost entirely, as their other children were all married 

:md had gone from home. Her father had died a year previous 

to her marriage: her mother's death occurred two or three months 

:after that e\·ent. After this she and my father mo\'ed to his land 

ne:ir ;\Iinerva. ~Iason county, Kentucky. Here they labored to 

make a home for themselves and their children. Their success. 

was dnc nc,t only to their industry. but in a large ,!egree to my 

mother's superior qualification as a housekeeper and an economist. 

She was skilled in all the various arts of th/~lJ7;5~h as carding, 

,pinning. weaving. and all other needful 11, ee11&ieM for convert

ing the raw material-wool, cotton, flax-into fabrics suitable for 
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wearing apparel, bed and table linen. :md all other household 

uses, to which we now put the sume goods manufactured by ma

chinery. 

The beauty and variety of colors and patterns u~ed in manufac

turing woolen and cotton were wonderful. She was also an ex

pert with the needle. having learned tailoring when a girl. She 

could make an overcoat or a suit of clothes equal to any tailor; 

meanwhile, she often made whole suits for other persons. thus 

helping to supply the finances, which in the family of a minister 

laboring without a stated salnry. were not always very abundant. 

Father. being absent from home so much of the: time, threw the 

training of their children and1 the management of affairs largely 

into her hands. She not only carried on her work in the house, 

but had also to superintend the farm work when father was away. 

She was a woman of great iirmness of character. one who made 

her influence felt by all with whom she associated: yet kind and 

gentle with all. 

My mother was deeply imbued with the principles of Christi

.anity, and did all in her power to assist my father in his ministra

tion of the Gospel to the people; but was not unmindful of the 

fact that our temporal needs, as well as our spiritual, must be pro

vided for: hence, if at times she seemed absorbed in worldly cares 

.and •'Much serving,'' it grew out of the necei;sities of her sur

roundings. If eve,· a woman performed. her entire duty, as 

neighbor. wife. mother, or any other obligation resting on her. I 

think it was my mother. Her posterity, or as many of them as 

know her history, "Will rise up and call her hlessed." She had 

her share of affliction in the death of her husband and four of her 

-children, who crossed the dark river before her. These trials she 

-endured with christian fortitude, recognizing in all that befell her, 

the hand of •' Him who Doeth •all things well." She survived 

my father almost twenty years, and died in Connersville at the 

home of Jesse Holton, her youngest son, in March, 1859, in the 

· seventy-eighth year of her age. She was buried in the cemetery 

:by the side of her husband. 
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AMERICA HOLTON FORD. 
t DAUGHTER OF ,lESSE AND JANE HOLTON.) 

A brief sketch of my ancestors ;~ written above; but when• 

writing something of my own· hi~tory I feel as if there was very 

little to record. I was the eighth child of Jane and Jesse Holton, 

was born on March 7th, 1819, and was raised on our farm in the 

country. with only my brothe1s and sisters for companions. 

Nothing was known of town or city life. except what I learned, 

from visitors. who frequent))' availed themselves of the hospitality 

of our ple:1s:mt home. 

· My education was such as could he obtained in the school,.. of 

sixty )·ears ago: we had no free schools then, and the facilities 

for getting an education were very limited, compared with what 

they arc at present: and yet. I thjnk we were more thorough in, 

the ruclimentar)· branches than students of this clay. '\Ve some

times had \'ery inferior te:tchers. bnt as a general thing we had 

men who had a good English education: and one is remembered 

who taught the Latin l:111gu:1gc. for my oldest brother studied un

der him at home. \Ve lived near the school house. and usuaJly it 

fell to my mother's lot to ho:trd the teacher; thus giving the fam

ily an opportunity to gain many useful ideas. which, otherwise. 

they might not ha\'e gotten. .MJ father being a preacher, at

tracted to our home many men and women too. of the best minds 

in the community. At these meetings they discussed theological,. 

and other questions of public and private interest. such as are· 

110w relegated almost entirely to the newspapers; thus, in the ,-co, • 

.Ml districts children and young peo'ple gained much information .. 

In the schools of the country I had m:1stered the arts of spell

ing. reading. and writing, and had gone. through Kirkham's 

grammar. partly through geography. and had made a prett.)i fair· 

start in arithmetic, when thirteen years old. After this I never· 

entered school again. When fourteen years old, father moved to 

Indiana. ( 1833) and there were no !'chools near enough to atten<L 
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without bo:mling :nvny from home, so my school life ended. I 

have always regretted thnt I hacl not a better education, but no 

blame is attached to my parents or my!oelf. I have dilligently 

sought for knowledge hy reading and ob!oervation. Female edu

cation at that period was not considered so essential as it is now; 

but training in the art of houi-ekeeping was thought to he of the 

utmost importance. My sisters and I were taught knitting, sew

ing, spinning of wool, flax and cotton: we :111 learned to cut and 

make our own wearing apparel, to make clothes, such as pants, 

vests, and common coats, for the family: but none of us could 

eqm1I our mother :1s a tailores~. 

As long ns we lived in Kentucky we enjoyed the best of health, 

:md I ne\'er remember of a physician being called in our family: 

but when we c:ime to Indiarrn. in the Spring of IS.33, we settled 

on one of the farms th:1t father had bought, situated in the White

wnter River bottom. two miles North of Connersville, a very 

malarial district. We had lived here but a few months when we 

were all taken sick, some with chills and fever, others with bill

ious fever, etc., till many times there was not one able to _care for 

another, or to cook a meal's victuals. 

In the Fall of IS,;.i., father built a house on a farm he uwned 

one mile \Vest of the river, and moved his family to it. This was 

a healthier location. but we still had sickness, and several of our 

hitherto healthy family died from the effects of this poison at

mosphere. I never felt so well after this :is I had done before. I 

might not have lived long, either, if I had not married a physician 

who was ever ready to prescribe. In the mean time I had be

come acquainted with Dr.James Ford (a young practitioner with 

fair prospects of success) to whom I was married June 5th, 1S37. 
I was young and inexperienced, only a little over eighteen. but 

did the best I could to assist him in his efforts to gain n compe

tence. 

I clesi1e to remark here (parenthetically) that •·In the beautiful 

long ago,'' as we are wont to consider it. ··The golden past •. ' ' it 
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was not thought a woman could do anything more thnn to keep 

thing,- in good order in the house, while the men grappled with 

the sterner :mil more arduous duties of life. Woman then h11 d 

not awakene,I to her possibilities and privileges.-This hy the 

way. 

\Ve beg:111 our married life with not much ufthis world's goods, 

hut with a wealth of affection and determin:1tion to succeed. l\Iy 
husband had a goocl practic. and a horse or two. I hnd a guod out

tit in the way ofhed nnd bedding, table linen. dishes, etc; 11 good 

horse. smldle and bridle. a cow, and many other thing, not nee-. 

essary to mention. \Ve bought hut little. but what we had was 

good. \Ve li\'cd within our means, and were just as happy as 

those who had more: of course we added to our store as we were 

:1ble. 

In l\larch, 1838, our first child, Mary Elizabeth, was born. Af

ter this I had poor health for ,everal months, hut with careful 

treatment was finally relieved. In April, 1S39. my father died, 

:md was buried at Connenwille. 

\Ve hade farewell to home and friends, :md started for \Vabash 

on the ::8th day of January, 18.p, to locnte in what was then al

most a ~vilderncss. This, tu me. was a \'cry sad experience, as I 

had never been scpamted from mother, brothers and sisters. only 

for short periods of time. I do not like to recall my feelings at 

lea\'ing associations held so clear. hence I will not gh·e details. 

~uffice it to say. after traveling six days over snow and inclesrib

,ibly bad roads. in ,·cry cold weather. we l:mclcd in Wab:1sh Fcb

rnary 4th. 18.p. 

My brother. A. C. Holton, who wns an inrnlid when we left 

home, died :\I:ty 16th following. \Ve felt. when we parted that 

we should nc,·cr meet again on earth. It is not necessary to 

,-,peak of our hardships and pri\'ations after coming here: they 

were such :1s were common in new countries at that time. ..\.fter 

:father's decease. in 1839. my mother and two brothers, Alexander 

and Jc--c. with sister :\Iartha. rcm:1incd on the farm until after my 
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brother A. C. died nnd Jehhe nnd M11rthn hnd murried nnd eKtnli
lished homes of their own. ThiK broke up the old homestend; 

then mother mnde her home with Mi&tel' M111th11 Shipley, till she 

died, in Septemher •. 18<15. After thi" 11he lived with her other 
children alternately, 111 whose homeK nnd fireside11 11he wns nlwa_p, 

a welcome nnd honored guest. Living so fnr away, J 'had not the 

plensure of her stnyi11g with us, except n visit .01· two: then, only 

a t'ew weeks. 

In 184,, father's farms were soltl, the estute settled up, nnd the 
proceeds divided among the seven hcirs-11 brother nnd sister 

having died without issue. How much I received is not remem-
1 

bered: but whatever it wui;, wns judiciously used in paying out 

our land, and other wayt< in giving us a start -in this wilderness. 

My history, if all written, would he similnr to th:1t of almost 

every other wom:m, who has reared a family. It would he of a 

life spent in the interest of husband. children, and others 

who c:1me within her sphere of action. Home and family seemed 

by providence destined to be my special field of duty. What

ever other influence I exercised, if any, was only a sort of radia, 

tion from that center. I think. however, the woman who dis

charges well her cluty to her children and other members of her 

household. has ample scope for the exercise of all her powers, 

mental. moral and ph_ysic:1I. My husband has given the princi

pal points of interest in his history: he has also spoken of our 

children. each individually. If I had strength to do it, I would 

like very much. to add something to each one, but this I cannot 

11ndert:1ke. as the subject is one on which I would he pleased to 
clwell. I might tax my own .nrength :ind at the same time, the 

patience of the reader: it will be seen, however, from my hus
band's history. that he was al different times, away from home 

several weeks and sometimes months. thus leaving the care of 

the family with me. Hi~ longest absence from home wa, during 

the w:ir: this was a trying time for all of us. When the call was 

made for volunteers, Dr. Ford just dropped every thing and went 
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into the service, He had not time to put hi11 hu11ines" into 11ny 

kind of shape. His unsettled ntlitir11 were left mostly in my handM 

for mljustment_: those who rl'member the circumstance11 know 

ahout whnt s11cces11 I hnd in this emergen·cy: hut to those who 

know nothing of the trinls und hnrdships incident to thi11 situn

tion, these details would he nninterl'sting-, :'\either lrnve I the' 

strength or inclinntiun to give them. Suffice it to sny. our busi

ness atlitirs were in quite ns go:>d, if not in hetter shnpe. when he 

returned. th11n they ·were when he left all so unceremoniously to 

"Go at his country's call." I will just remnrk here that it wns 

with Ill\' cordinl consent ancl npprohation that he we~t into the 

service. I w:1s willing to make any sacrifice in my power for the 

preservation of the Union. This was the feeling of nil loynl WO• 

men. and on them depended lnrgel~· the success of our cnuse. 

After a period of time extending- over ~e\"er:,l months, in which 

I hn\'e been phy,ic:1lly unahlc to write much. I will try to finish 

up the small amount of matter I ha\'e to cuntrihute to the history 

of the Ford Family. 

)Iy failing streng-th. and inahility to endure mcnlnl l:ibor, ad

monish me th:11 I must he \'Cry briet: 

As I ha\'e said before, my life has heen an une\'entful one. con

sisting mainly of duties performe,I to my family and in the circle 

of society in which we 1110\'ed. I have always tried to do my 

part in Church and ::\Iissionar_v work. I was one of the charter 

members of the Christian \Vomen"s Bible Missionarv Societv of 
, ' . . 

this city. org:mi.r.ecl in the year 1Siz or ,Si3• I forget which: and 

always attendt>d its meetings until ol1l age :md debility pre\'cnted 

me from doing so. 

I united with the Christian church :1t Conners\'ille. Fayette 

county. Indian:i, when in my fifteenth y<.'ar. and was immersed by 

Elder John 0. Kane, :11 a meeting held by him. \Valter Scott, and 

other prominent preachers. I mean no dispar:igement to Minis-
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tel'M of the pre"ent, when I sny, • •There were Ginni" in those 

-d11yi1:" hut these pioneer prenchcrK, ns n cln~s, with their power• 
fnl presentation of the GoMpel Truths, 11nd their fervid, ringinl,! 

eloquence, hn\·e 11lmu"c entirely pnssed nwny: hut the~· have hecn 
succeeded hy men better suited to this uge, 11ml just us good, 

ancl true, ns they were: so, th:rnk God, the prc11ching of the 

Word and the conversion of the world still goes on. 

I wi•:h to ~t:1te, aud mny as well do it now, tlrnt I lmve alway, 

held tirmly to the belief in God as the Creator of nil thing, in the 

·• b~inning,' 'as tnughtin the Scriptures of the Old nnd New Test
aments, nncl that He sent His1 Son, J esns Christ, to die for the 

redemption of mankind, when, by disobedience they hnd wander• 

ed for aw:1r from Him. I hll\'e ne\·er doubted the New Testa• 

mcnt account of the birth, life, death, and resurrection of Christ, 

and that through Him we hn\'e hope of life nnd immortality be

yond the grn\'C, If it were not for this hope. life at times with its 

trinls and disappointments, would indeed seem II dreary pilgrim• 

:1ge: but with this to cheer us, we may prc~s forward, happy in 

the service of the Master. and doing good to nil ns we find oppor• 

tunity, assured that we shall at last receive our rew:1rd - "A 
crown of glor~·- ·• I make this rcconl for the benefit of my child

ren, or any one else with whom I may ha\'e any influence. 

[ Fur the h:1lancc of my hi,tory. ,cc s\ppcndix B.] 
A~rnmcA HoLTO:S: Foar-. 
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MARY ELIZABETH FORD fTHOMPSON.1 
( OLDEST CHILD OF AMERICA AND DR, JAMES FORD,) 

Mary Elizabeth was horn in Conners\'illc, I ndian11, March 15th. 

1S3S, and died February z:md, 1865. 

When this child was six years old, she had a terrible attack nf 

acute rheumnti,m, confined principally to her knees; this was 

preceded hy a severe attack of scarlet fever. The rheumatism 

continued for six weeks without intermission. When she recov

e~cd from this, though seemingly well, she was not ns vigorous ns. 

I desired. Ye:1rs after this, she was given more open air exercise, 

more sunshine, and was taught to work in the garden and to saw 

wood with a buck-saw. This was done for health, not for dol

ar,. This exercise expand~ the chest, stiengthens all the mus

cles concerned in respiration: the muscles of the back: the mus

cles of the legs and feet, and. especially, the muscles of the arms. 

This regimen was followed a few weeks, when she declared that 

she would rather work in the open field. in hot weather, than to 

he confined in school. She never hnd another attack of rheuma

tism. The corset was laid aside-or rather never adopted; her 

body developed in a symmetrical form, as nature designed it. 

Thus she grew into womanhood with a sound body and mind. 

Her education was such as was taught in the High School of that 

day. :::--he studied music :1t home, and took instruction on the 

piano in Chicago. Illinois. 

She took :!rc:1t interest as a teacher in Sunday school, and Tem

pcr:111ce wo1 k: was a member of the organization of Good Tem

pl:,r, of \Vahash county: was sent as a Delegate to the Grand 

Lodge at Indianapofa, and at this meeting was elected•' Grand. 

\Vorthy Sister Presiding of the State.'" 
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'Mnry hec11me II member of the ChriKtinn church in 185.1, nnd 

1,eld nn honornblc position in it until her denth. 

M11ry Eliznbeth Ford wa11 m11rried to JoKeph Moran Thomp11on, 

·October 5th, 185S. Mr. Thomp"on WnK n mcrchnnt, 11ncl at that 
time doing huKine11~ in Waba11h. 

The following child1·en came from this m11rringe: 

MoseK Hartwell, born November 6th, 1859, died Aug1111t 27th, 

1S6o. 

Harriet Mny, born February :inti, 1861. 

Americ11 Holton, born January 21Kt, 1863. 

Mary Ford, born Februar/ 13th, 1865, died June 15th, 1882. 

She w11s well educated, and a very 1>ensible young lady. 

When the War of 1861 began, Joseph M. Thompson was First 

Lieutenant in the Eighth Regiment of Indiana Volunteer Infantry 

in the ninety clays service; then he was mustered 1111 Captain of 

Compuny I in the same Regiment. for the three year11 service. 

Mary E. Th~mpson was now taken to her father's home und kept 
there over two years, until her third child was born: then, in the 

Fall of 1863, she moved into their own house, and had a lonesome 

time of it. One trait of characler she possessed in an eminent 

degree: She ever looked on the bright side of all subjects: WIIK 

.always happy :111d cheerful. and had ability to make her friends. 

feel so too. 

Her youngest daughter was horn on the 13th clay of February. 

1S65. Nothing unusual occurred in this case of parturition. On 
the third clay after her confinement, she had a severe chill, follow-

-ed by high fever and peritoneal inflammation, which yielded to 

tre:1tment. In four or five days she was thought to be out of 

danger: but. while sleeping, utt•rine hemorrhage commenced, an<I 

continued until she awoke. She was not aware of her condition 

herself. hut was faint and exhausted. The hemorrhage w:1s 

quickly ~topped. cordials and stimulants were administered, but 

her pulse showed that her heart was failing. Presently she said: 

"Pa, I can't see!·' 
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knew the encl hnd .:urnc, 1111d Mnld tu her-" .1/11,:1•, yo11 tir11 

,~1•i11;.:.'' She rcplie,1-
' • /',1, / <1111 ,,,,, n.fr,,l,l /r, tlir.!'' 
She now informed her mother whnt 11iMpoMiti1111 Mhc wiMhc,d to 

mnke of he1· chiltlrc,n nncl of her ntfail•M, 
Ct,/111 n11,I 11111·.w·ilc,I, wilho11I n ,¥/n~,r;:I,•, will,11111 //,,, 1110:i,•111n1I 

•!i ,, 11111.,·d,·, .,·he do.v,•,l h,•r ,:vc.v a11d eM,ve,I ,,, 61•, 

Thi• tlcnth wn• •o M11clcle11, MO unexpecte,l, "" •1111, I hroke down 
-uverwhelmed with Morrow, My wire, too, • • Hncl JJIIM•etl under 
the cl111stening rotl.'' We were ••Poured 0111 like wuter.' • 

Licutenunt-Colonel ThompMon, her hu•h11nd, w1111 in Sn\'Rnnah, 

Georgin. in corn11111ncl of the Eighth Regiment of Indiann lnfnntry, 

:rncl knew nothini:- of thiK 11nd event, Hewn• 111110 Provo•t /vdvo
cute for the Suuthern Di11trict of Georgin, 11nd could not leave. 

His ,urprise and sorrow cunnot be <le11crihecl. A• Koon 1111 hi11 

condition was known nt I-IeadqunrterK, nnother man w1111 Kent to 

take hi, place, and he reached home in April, 1865. 

:\fory E. Thumps,,n wa• huriecl on lot ~o. ,+~. in F;ills Avenue 
Cemetery. 

The foll11wini:- ohituury notice was published in the Tribune: 

Olll'l'U,\RY, 

· · )I:try E. Thompson. wife of Captain J. :\-f_ Thompson, closed 
her earthly pilgrim;ige on Tuesday. the :i:ind day of February. 

1S65. She left three infant daughters, one nine <lays old, a bus

l,arrd. arrd :1 large circle of frier,ds to mourn her loss. 

··Sister T. was born in Connersville, Ind-, in 183S, and was 

hrought to \Vnl>ash, Ind .• in the arms of her parents in 1S41. 

I-fore ,he grew up and was educated. At :111 early period her 

influcn.:e was felt in the Sunday school :md temperance cause . 
.. She 11heyecl the Gospel when thirteen years old: her incre;is. 

in~ years ,trc11~thenetl her faith: death was not a terror to her. 

The Bihlc had hccn her chief study. In her last moments she 

exhorted hl•r friends to · _','/11t(v the Bible." A short time before 



expiring, her r11thc:r, l>r. J, l•'orcl, "nicl to her, 'M11ry, you arc dy

ing:' without nny emotion, 1hc: cnlmly ropiocl, • / t1111 110/ q/rt1i,I /11 

,/;,.: With an nbidini: contltlcncc ot' 11 hnppy ndmitt1tnce Into the 

upper 111nctu11ry, 1h11 p11M■c:d uwny, 

Sweet lo the •cenc when Chrlotlan• di&!, 
Wh,m hol,v ooul• r•tlr• to r•ot; 

How mlldl,1· heam• the clo•lng eye: 
How l(ently he111·e• the explrlnl( hre11ot, 

So fade• 11 oumnwr cloud 11w11,v: 
So oink• the l(lllc: when •torm• 11rc, o'er, 

So gentl,v ■hut• the e,ve of d11,v: 
So die• the wave nlonl( the ohore, 

Chri11t w1111 her exnmple: Hi~ word her study; His people her 
a1111oci11tc:s: Hii. houoc: her re,mrt: nnd Hi11 worship her delii:ht, 

She exchnnged faith for sight: hope for fruition; Morrow for joy; 

time for eternity: c:nrth for heaven: the church below for the 

11piritual chu,ch above:-11he lives with the Lord. 

••A foneral discourse wa11 delivered by Elder A. I. Hobbs, in 

the 2nd Pres~yteri11n church, from these words: 

• • • For we know that if our earthly hou11e of this tabernacle 

were dissolved, we have .a building of God, a house not made with 
hands eternal in the hea\'ens.'-2ncl Cor., v, 1, 

"A great concour~e of people attended the ftinernl; nnd judg

ing from the sympathy manifested, it was evident that one had 

fallen who wns highly estc:emed and rc:spected by all. 

••Like a clap of thumler in II clear sky this sad news will sll ike 

Captain Thompson, who is now in Savannah, Georgia, and prob

ably little .. uspects the loss of his dear companion at home: but 

this • Cruel War ' has separated thousands who will never meet 

again on the shores of time.'' 
WM. S. Wn.~·1ELD. 
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JOSEPH M. THOMPSON. 

JoM:ph M. Thump•on wn• horn in Ru•h county, Incllnna, Mny 

15th, 18:S, nnil wnM rniMecl on a inrm, "My inther died," he 
MtnteM, ••In the yenr 18,13.'' In thiM yenr hiM 11111thl'r returned to 

Kentucky, nnd continued there until 1S.p, when Mhe mnrried 

ug11i11; then Mhe mo\'l•il to \V11h11•h count_\', nnd ~ettled :,.;orth oi 
L11Gro in the Spring of 1846, · • • :\ly mother died here,'' he 8nicl. 

••Then I went to Cruwfor1h.ville 111111 lived with my hrother Nonh 

until the yenr 1847. After thiM I went to Kentucky to viMit my 
rel11th·e•. While here, in the Summer of this yenr, I enlisted in 

the l:niteil Stntci, Army, in the \V11r with Mexico, uncl remained 

in the •crvice until pence waM clecl11red; an1l then returned, in 

July, 1S-1-S, I joined the Third Regiment oi Kentucky Volunteers, 

commanded by Colonel Munuel V. Thompson: Lieutenant-Colo

nel, John Critendcn's son: Major.John C. Breckenridge. 
• ••After this \Vur I returned to Crawfordsville, my home, and 

remained until Janunry, 1852: then I went'hy water lo California 

a nil remained until the Spring of 1853, working in the gold mines. 

Then I sailed for Austrnlia, and Opl'rated in the gold fields of that 

country until 1S54. From there I sailed to C11leo, South America, 

intcndin:: to tra,·el across the country tu the head water" of the 

Amawn, in search of gold. but wa, taken sick at the City of 

Lima. with yellow fever. When I recovered from thi11 attack, I 

wa, unable to continue on this route; and as health would per

mit I tra,·clcd up the coast to Panama. thence to California again 

in the Sprin:: of 1855. and operated here in the gold mines until 
the yc:,r 1S56, and reached home the day before the Presidential 

election-I 856. 
"I had now hcen absent five years, less t\\'o months. 

•' I macle my home at Crawfords\'ille until the spring of 185;, 

then came to Wabash and engaged in the mercantile business. in 

company with Alhert Pawling-, :md continued until 1S6o. The 
hal:111cc of thi~ year I ,-pent settling up our affairs. :\Ie:mtime, I 
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wn11 mnrriecl to Mi1111 M11ry Eliznbcth Ford, dnughtor of Amcricn 

and Dr, JnmeR Ford, October 5th, 1858, nil of Wnbu11h, Indinnn. 

••In the yen11 1861 I volunteered under the tlr11t cnll for 7;,000 
ninety,dny men, m111le by Prc11ident Lincoln, Thi11 service expired 

July 24th. Then I re-enli11ted for three year11, or during the war, 
"I held live Co111mis11ion11 from Governor O. P. Morton, viz.: 

First Lieutennnt, twice C11pt11in, once Major, nnd once Lieuten
nnt,Colonel. 

•' I wns in the following bnttles, viz.: Rich Mountain, West 

Virginin. In the three ycar11 service;-Pcm Ridge, Arkansas; 

Vicksburg, Champion Hill, Bluck River, and Grand Gulf, all in 
Mi1111i1111ippi; Winchester, Fisher's Hill and Cedar Creek, in Vir

ginia; and Fort Esperanzn, in Texa11;-ten battle11. 

"From West Virginia we were sent to Georgia. At Augu11ta 

I held Alexnnder H. Stevison, Vice President of the Southern 

Confederacy. for about fourteen hours, and put him aboard the 
steam ship that took him to Fortress Monroe. 

••We were mu!llered out of service at Darian, Georgia, August, 

1865, and reached Indianapolis on our rt':turn home, in September, 

1S65. 

·• I never was wounded but once; that was by the blowing up 

of Fort Esperanz:1, in Tcx:is. I was struck on the hip by a piece 
of hewed timber, but no bones were broken. 

"After the close of the War, in the Fall of 1865, I went into 
manufacturing of woolen goods, and general merchandising, in 

the tirm of Whiteside, McClces & Co. We continued in the busi

ness until the year 187-t, when this Company failed, and the goods 

and other property were put into the hands of a Receiver. This 

failure was caused in part by the Chicago tire, and the de1,recia

tion of values. The factory cost $35,000. and was sold for $7,000, 
and other property in proportion.'• 

In the year 187:::i )fr. Thompson engaged in the Postal Service, 

under the United States Government, :md continued until Decem
ber 28th, 1886. He said-
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• • I wu• di,ch111·1tt!II thi11 du,,• to )Cive pince to II Demucrut, who 

know• nothing nbout the bu•ir111M11, No chnrJ,Ce11 were prererred.' • 

Mr. 'l'hu111p•1>n i11 in declining hcnlth; i• not in nny hu•ineH ut 

thi• dnte- April 30th, 1881'1, 

He drnw• n pcn11ion, nnd i• in comt'ortnhle ci1·cum11tunce•. 

The nho\'l' note• nrc 1111 he :,:nve them tu me, nnd 11l111o•t in hi11 

own w11rd11. 

:\Ir. Th11111p11on i• :111 11c1ivc member ol' the Chri,tian church; 11 

rcspt•ctccl citi:f.en, nnd l'njo_v, the confldencc and rc•pcct of nil the 

pcopk·. 

The children nl' :\lary nncl J. :\I. Thompson arc-

HARRIET MAY THOMPSON. 

Hnrriet M:ty, mentioned ahon•, wa, rniscd :111d educuted by 
her relntive11. She i11 11 member of the Chri•tinn church, and 11 

fine Sunday "'chocil° teacher. She is industrious, a good hou,;e

keepcr. and a kincllv disposed woman. 

She married Melville Herschell Mnr,hall, on the fir,;t day of 

Septcmher. 1886. On the day of her marriage shc got a deed for 

forty acres of land from her ::rand father. Dr. J. 1-'ord, as a mar

riage present. worth $1,000. Mr. Marshall is a painter by trade, 

:ind an elegant workman; is industrious. :met has the confidence 

of the people. 

AMERICA THOMPSON. 

America. J. M. Thompson's •econd cl:nighter. reared in 'her 

father's family. received a high school education, and was married 

to Daniel Baker, of l'lattsville, Colorado. in 1S~-1,. She received, 

also. a deed for forty acres of land from Dr. J. Ford, on which she 

and her husband reside, worth lj:1,000. This land is situate in 



Section :H, 1'own l .• North, Run'lfe 11 gllMt, in Bl11ckt'orJ county, 

lndiunu. 

A111eric11 iM the 111othcr ot' the following children, vii,: 

Hniel, horn l>ccemher r,;th, 1811 •• , 

Homer Vern, horn July 1Mt, 11\86, 
Both theAc children were horn 111 Plutt~\•ille, C.:olorado, 

Rny, Born Decemhcr IMt, r8SS, on their rarm in Blackrord 

·county, l11din1111, 

Mr, Buker i~ n mnn of intclli,::ence, hut is a Mtranger to me. 

MARTHA JANE FORD. 

Murtha J1111e, sccuncl daughter of James and America Ford, WOii 

horn July 1st, 1S.p, aml cliecl Jan1111ry 1Sth, 1846, of congestion of 

the lungs. a• the sequel to measles: aged 5 venrs, 4 months and 17 
days, 

ALLENA FORD fWILLIAMS.J 

Allena Ford. third daughtl•r of America and James Ford, was 

horn on the 6th clay of .\ngust, 1S4,;. She was educated in the 

schools of the city, in the various branches or learning as then 

taught. Then she entered the High School under the administra
tion of E. P. Cole: here she read Cwsar's Commentary in Latin, 

:md Xenophon's Anah:1sis in Greek: finished her Arithmetic, and 
had nearly finished Algehra. In the year 1862 she entered the 

Northwestern Christian Uni\·ersity, now Butler: here she finished 

C:1•sar, reviewed Xenophon·s Anabasis, and completed .\lgehra; 

read two hooks of Virgil, finisheq Geometry, an<l got nearly 

through Trigonometry and Gray's Botany. when the year ended. 
She taught one year in the High Schuoi in \Vabash. probably 

.in the ye.tr 1863, and two winter terms in the country. The last 
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1chool Mho tnught to1·min11ted Febru11ry :19th, 1865, at the time of 
her MiMter Mury'M death. 

Allenn been.me II member of the Chri1'tian church at Indianap• 
oliM, during Mchool term, and ha11 remained nn active member ever 
Mince. 

At thiM time Mhc wa11 in her twenty-aecond year, and was mar. 
ried to Uc:njamin Franklin William8, E1q,, of Wabash, (ndiana, 
on the Sth day c,t' :Muy, 1866. On their wedding trip they visited 
PittMhurg, Philadelphia, New York City, and the Falls of Ni-
11g11r11. 

The progeny of this marriage iM 1111 follow11, viz.: 
Fr11nk I~ord, horn on Tuesday, October i:ath, 1~, at 3:00 p. m. 
Jesse Benton. born on Sunday at 7:00 p. m.,January 7th, 1871. 
Anna Holton, ho1·n on Sunday at 9:00 p m., February 4th, 

1S77. Now in school. 

John Sherman, horn on Sunday, April 6th, 1S79, at 9:00 p. m. 
Now in school. 

James, horn on Sundny at 10:00 p. m., August 14th, 1881. 
Allen:1, born on Sunday at 11 :oo p. m., December 31st, 1:;83. 
All these are healthy, bright, sprightly children; and with. 

proper training will make useful subjects of the State, and the SO• 

ciety in which they live. Mrs. Williams' education is of great 
use to her family; she is able! and willing to direct and assist her 
children in all their studies, and to create in them a taste for the 

heautiful in art and nature. 

• · • Tis education that forms the infant mind; 
Just a• the twig is bent the tree's inclined." 

Education. once obtained, can never be taken away; and, "As 
we can only reason from what we know,'' it is strange that so. 
many people are content to remain in ignorance; since-

Our n-,edt"ul knowl-,dgc, like our needful food. 
l,;nhcdi,:cd. lies op-,n in life's common field; 
And hids all welcome to the vital least. 

··Knowledge is power:·' 
which our Government rests. 

it is the foundation principle on 
Hence, the necessity of educating 
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the riMing generntion to till every needed duty intelligently. With 
our free MchoolM, hoth p111'ents 11re mor11lly, 11nd ~hould be legnlly, 

bound to educnte their children; the rcMponKibility reMts on them. 

The St11te demnnds it; their sense of propriety-if they hnve nny 
-dem11nds it; nnd the life-long interest of the children demnnd11 

it. 

Cursed be the hund thut would destroy our free schools! 
Frank Ford Williams, their oldest son, near twenty years of 

nge, is II graduate of the W:1b:1sh High School, and is now in the 

Freshman class in Butler University, Indianapolis, Indi:inu. 
Jesse Benton Williums, the\r second son. is now in the High 

School, und will graduate this ye:1r. 

All the children of this family arc in school. 

CAPT. B. F. WILLIAMS. 

This gentleman has been II resident of \Vabash county nnd City 

since 1S36, whither he moved with his parents from Fayette 

county, Indiana, where he was horn September :19th, 1830. His 

paternal grandfather was n Virginian, ar.d emigrated to Bourbon 
county, Ky .• where John S. \\"illiams. the father of Benjamin F. 

\Villiams w:1s born and reared. He came to Indiana very e:1rly in 

the State's history. Capt. \\"illi:1ms was reared in Liberty town

ship, Wabash countJ', :md. educated in its schools, except a year 

spent in Fairview Academy, Fayette county, and one year in But
ler University He worked on the farm till he was of age; after 

that time he interspersed farming with teaching till 1857. when 

he entered the law office of J. D. Conner as a student. In 1859 
he graduated at the head of the law class in Butler l.7niversity, 

under the Hons.J. W. Gordon and S. E. Perkins. After gradu
ating, he practiced in \Vabash until April, 1861, when he enlisted 

in the first Company of soldiers raised in \Vabash. This Compa

ny composed a part of the Eighth Regiment Indiana Volunteer~, 
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nncl was under the comm:incl of Captain (later Genernl) Parish, 

:incl was enlisted for three months. Capt. Williams first saw ser

vice at Rich ::\fountain, W. Va. After the expiration of his gen

eral term of service. he returned to Wabash and resun1ecl the 

practice of his profession, which he continued until in August, 

186:i. when he raised Company F, of the One Hundred and First 

Regiment. Indiana Volunt .. ers, of which company he became the 

Captain. He remnined in the service in this position until the 

close of the w:11".' • 

He saw sen·ice at Chaplin Hills, Crab Orchard and in Garrison 

at Mumfordville. He was in Raynolds' division in its pursuit of 

Morgan to Green River. Kentucky: then he moved to ::\Iurfrees

boro after the Lattle of Stone River. He was in action at 

lluover·s Gap. and at Tullahoma and again at Chickamanga, 

under Thomas, in the corps, whose firmness in the last terrible 

day ot battle perhaps saved the army of the Cumberland, from. 

annihilation. He was at Chattanooga during the siege. when they 

seemed to be cut off from all chances of succor, and the rebels 

confidentl,y expected the surrender of the entire army. He en

dure,I all the privations that befell the soldier, until Gen. Grant 

brought reliet: He spent the winter following on out-post duty. 

with his headquarters at Rossville. G:i .• until March 15th, 1864; 

thence to the battle of Jonesboro, Ga. His history is a part of 

the hi~tury of the Atl:mta campaign. 

:\ fter the siege of Atlanta. he was with Sherman on his·' march 

to the sea.'' During that march. the soldiers' hardships seemed 

ail over. and it all "."'as but a long gala day. But after the taking 

of S:1vannah. on the march Xorth. they seemed to return with. 

severity enchanced by their previous inhumanity. The streams 

were s,,·ollen. the roads were bad. pro,·isions scarce and an :,Jert 

enemy in front. After they got be~·oncl Goldsboro, X. C .• they 

were again confronted by their old enemy. Joseph E. Johnson, at 

Bentonville. :incl found that he could still hit hard when the 

occasion suited him. 
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After Johnson's surrender, Captain Williams continued with 

the army on its northward mnrch through Richmond. From 

Richmond he went tn Washington, where he wns n participant 

in the grand review. He returned home on July 4th, 1865, and 

resumed the practice of his profession. 

On the 8th day of :\Iny, 1866, he married :Miss Allena Ford, 

daughter of Dr. James Ford, of Wabash, Indiana. Captain Wil

liams is a member of the Christian church, and of the Republican 

party, and thinks it not derogatory to either or to himself to con

nect the one closely to the other, and himself with both. He is a 

man of enterprise and useful ti<> the community of which he is a 

member. 

This history is taken from the Wabash County History, page 

263. 
Mr. Williams is still pursuing the even tenor of his way-[Sep

tember l!-t, 1liSS]. 

NANCY ANNA FORD [STONE]. 

Nancy Anna Ford, daughter of America and James Ford, was 

born at Wabash. Indiana. February 1zth, 1846. 

Here is a part of a letter she wrote, elated at Topeka. Kansas, 

March ·16th. 1887: 

"MY DEAR FATHER: 

••Stella and Robert came to sec me last Saturday. and said, 

Henry [Ford] told them to write a history of their lives. for you 

to put in your book: and to encourage them, I told them I'd write 

my history too, and send it with them to you. 

H[>,;TORY OF :\IY I.JFE. 

••I was born in Wabash. Indiana, at·an early day. in the year 

1846, where I resided until I married, )fay ,9th. 1868. For the 

first fifteen years, I was not out of the county. hut li\'ecl a happy 

life in my home with brothers and sisters. attending the schools 
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taught by private teachers, until about the age of twelve, when 

the union school building was completed. I continued my stud

ies in this house until the eighteenth year of my lif~, until 11i11ter 

Mary died [February 2znd, 1865]; then I remained at home to 

help care for her little ones until the follo~ing year. 

••I went to the Ac11demy of Music 11t Friendship, N'cw York, 

and spent one ye11r in th11t ple11sant study. After my retum I re

m11inecl with my p~rents till the year 1868. when I married Wil

limn D11il~· Stone. We hcgan our married life in Gilm11n, Iro

quois county, Illinois, where my husband engaged in the sale of 

dry goods for many years.'' 

p1cforc this. however. ::,.;'11ncy A. Ford hml qualified herself to 

teach school. After she passed the necessary examination she 

was employed 11s a teacher at L11Font11ine ( Ashland) and taught 

her term half out. when she was prostrated by an attack of fever, 

and never finished it. She became a memhcr of the Christian 

church. and was immersed in the \,\'inter of 1S64-5.-The 
Aulhor.j 

":\t Gilman." she s11ys. ··\Ve had three children horn t~ us. 

n11mcly: 

• • Shcrm11n Holton. born Jnlv 2nd. 18;0, and w11s drowned in a 

cistern on April 1st. 18;3. 

"Mary Stella. horn November :?6th. 1S;:. 

"Robert Raymond. horn March 26th, 1877. 

·• We made our home in Gilman until my husband's health, as 

well as mine, failed; then we moved to the State of Kansas, 

wher< '.\Ir. Stone enga~cd in the agricultural implement business 

in the Capital of the State:, till the year 1884. Then, after a time, 

he engaged in the construction of railroads for the various com

panies of the State. 

"My health failed so frequently that my mind became affected. 

I· entered the Hospital for the Insane, situated near Topeka, 

where I remained for some time without receiving any benefit, 

but have lost immeasurably." AxxA SToXE. 
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This letter iH given IIH Hhe wrote it, 11nd iM correct in every pnr

ticul11r. 

Her hrnin nn<l nervuuH HymptumH developed in mlvunce of her 

nrn~culnr und osccous HyrnptomM. She never waM us stl'Ong and 

vigorous 11s our oLhcr children: hut, mentally, comprehensive nncl 
bright. She hml II tnste for Art 11nd Music, which WIIM gratified 

in her education. 

Her home at Gilman wns in II prnirie: this locution· waM low, 

tint. wet and unht'nlthy, nnd her health foiled in thi11 vil111ge. She 

came home, prolmbly. in the yenr 1878; I treated her for some 

time, and found the uvnries lnrge nncl tender. How long they 

hncl been diseased, I do not know, but it wns evident thut she 

could nut regnin hen Ith until this intlnmmntion [ ovnritis J was re

moved. In November. 1879, she becnme very ins11ne, 11:';ld had 

sp:isrns for a short 'time; but recovered nnd wus able to manage 
her domestic uffii.irs, with nn occnsional short 11ttnck, up to the 

Spring of 18S3. Then she was placed in the Insane Asylum un

til April 5th, 1887: then she wns taken to Chicago, and both ova
ries [tumors] were removed by the skilful hand of Dr. Byford. 

She recovered without accident, and returned to her parents· 

home in the following :\foy. 

She did not seem much improved for some time after the op

eration: but ut this writing, :Muy 30th, 1888, she is very much im
proved, with II fair prospect of her entire recovery. This history 

is given. to show that her aberunt mincl uro~e from the disease 
mentioned above, and ,wt from heredilar_y lai11I.' · 

We have of late received many good long letters from her, and 

nu one would suspect insanity, by the language used. Her ideas 

arc clc11r, and well expressed. A stream never rises higher than 

its source:: so here, every cell has been formed in her sys
tem under diseased action, under mental excitement, and is in a 

diseased, pathological condition. Although th:! exciting cause of 
of the disease has been removed, yet the insane-habit, dinthisis, 

~till remains, and will, until the morbid cells are replaced by 
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he11lthy, until nature or the vitul forceM rebuild the various tiHueK 

with Mound mnterial. Thill work will require two or more yearK 

to accompliMh it; but, unlellll 11ome other cnnse intervenes, it will 
pr:itty Kurely take pince, 

After she married nnd went to her own home, a sweet voice 
w1111 heard no more; the piano w1111 11ilent, n gloom spread through 

the halls that wns never t'elt before; n Inst d11ughter had left the 

pnrentul root: possibly never to return 11gnin. This wa11 n !Ind 

thought! When our children intere11t us most, they leave us and 
bestow heuven's best gift on some one else: but we should not 

comr,Inin, for we did the same thing. We thought if she and her 
husband were happy, we would be so too! We boxed up the 

piano und all her music, and sent it to her, as a Christmas gift. 

It was II l,h.~-~ing to her, and no less to us. 

••Thus our daughter• lcuvc u•. 
Thooe we love and thooc that !voe u•; 
But when they have lcurned to help uo, 
\Vhcn we are old and lean upon them, 
Come• a •trangcr * * * 
* * Through the village, 
Beckon• to the faire•t maiden. 
And •he follow• where he lead• her, 
Len\·ing all thing10o for the strang!!r." · 

-l.on,1!/•llo-w. 

W. D. STONE. 

\Villiam Daily Stone wus born January 12th, 1S43, at Fayette

ville, Fayette county. Indiana. 

His mother's maiden name was Ellen Daily, and his father's 

name was Spencer Allen Stone. 
W. D. Stone was raised on a farm up to the death of his father, 

which occurred l\larch 15th, 1854- His mother died ,,n the 4th 
d.ty of August following, leaving him without a home. 
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In the 1~1111 ot' 1854 he c11me to W11b11Kh county, Inrlian11, and 

lived with his uncle John L. Stone, until 1859, where he attended 
Kchool about two months euch yenr-eight month11 in 1111. 

'• During the yenr 1860,'' be 11nys, ••I attended school at Koko

mo, Indi11n11, for six months; ufter this I commenced learning the 
cnrpenter's trade, until the W11r broke out, in 1861: then I enlisted 

in the Second Cnvalry, Campany F, C11pt11in Mason £. Thomas, 

ut W11b11sh, lndinnn, for the three yenrs service. 
••We marched, via. Louisville, Kentucky, on the 1st clay of 

Jnne, 1S62, to Green River, near Mumfonls\'ille, and camped. 

After Fort Donelson and Henry had fallen, we marched to Nasb-
1 

ville, Tennessee, thence to Pittsburg Lnnding. After the battle 

here, April 6th and 7th, we marched to Corinth, Mississippi. 

Here my services ended with this Regiment. I was now put on 

extm duty as Body Guard on General A. McCook's St::ff. until 

after the battle of Chickamauga, September zznd, 1863. 

WAR l(RCOHD. 

•·At the battle of Stone River my horse wus killed in the first 

day's fight, hut I escaped without injury. Our supply train and 

baggage, including everything belonging to General McCook's 

Headquarters, was captured and burned; so at the close of the 

first day of hunt fighting, and raining, as it always does after a 
hard battle, Generals Rosecrans and McCook accepted II cup of 

coffee with hardt:1ck and sow-belly, furnished by the · Escort's 

pack mule.' of which W. D. Stone wus Captain. that escaped 
with our colored cook from Wheeler's Ca\'alry. After this great 

battle we 1111 felt that we were old soldiers indeed The remain

der of the Winter was spent at Murfreesboro. 

·•While here, my Command conducted Old Vallandigham 

from our Headquarters safely into the Enemy's lines, where the 

Copperhead was among his friends. 

•' Our Army ad\'anced to Chattanooga, causing Bragg to fall 

hack, evacuating Chattanooga and bringin~ on the great battle of 

Chickamauga. In chis battle, our General and General Rosecrans, 
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with EMcort 11nd St11tf, witnesMed the charge of Longstreet'11. 
troops, 11nd the bre11king of our lines, which, at one time, were· 

almost stmnpeded. Both Generals got Kep11rllted from their Com

mands, allll were not seen 11ny more during the bnttle, General• 
Thnm:1s liniMhed the bnttle, with gre11t credit to himself 11nd· 

Army. The Escort 11nd Chief of Stuff fell in with Sheridan's. 

Division. While tnking 1111 order to Gener11l Johnson, comm11nd

ing the Second Division of our Corps, my horse was killed; but 
I ·~ucceeded in re-mounting my,;elf on n horse belonging to the· 
Staff. 

•· Generals Rosecrans and McCook were relieved of their com
mands, and General Sheridan commanded. Our department, 

numbering twenty-two, myself in command, was ordered to
Shermnn 's Escort. Soon after this, our detachment returned to 

the Regiment. While remaining in Pigeon River Valley. I had 
1•1y first attack of.sickness, pneumonia. I had no tent, but laid on 

;1 brush bed, using my saddle for a pillow, in mid-Winter; but, 

with the best of care by comrades and skilful physicians, I w11s 
able to ride on horseback in February. 

··At Cleveland, Tennessee, I was again put in charge of the· 

Office end of the courier line, between Chattanooga and Cleve

land. ::\lost of the time the number of men in this service was 

over 100. Our business was to keep communication with the 

c\rmy whenever the telegraph office might he blockaded. I look

after the supplies. and receipting for all messages and packages 
that came into my hands for delivery to General Sheridan. We

performed this duty successfully, though attended with much dan

ger at times. \\"e had several horses killed and wounded ,under 
the couriers. by bush-whackers. 

·•Our time h:1ving expired, we left the army in front of Chatta

nooga. Georgi~ · ·r.er serving three years, a~d were mustered out
of service in October 1S6+ 

··I will state in conclusion. that with the exception of an attack. 

of pneumonia. I never lost a day during my three years service;. 
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never rode in an 11mbulance; never wa11 In the hospital; WRI 

never placed under arrest during the time. I was in command of 
the Escort and mounted Orderlies. In time of battle, was inter

ested in c11rrying 01·111 me~sages to Division Commanders, the 
11ame as Staff officers. I performed Courier duty for General 

Sherman's Army. and handled thousands of important orders, re

ceipted for them and never failed to have them delivered unless 

the Courier was c11ptured, then the message was destroyed before 
it fell into the hands of the enemy. All important telegrams 

from Washington to General Sherman passed through my hands. 

•·I was never wounded, but 
I 
the sickness and exposure during 

the entire campaign in East Tennessee, left a lasting effect that 

will go with me to the encl of my life.'' 

••After I came out of the army, I took a course of instruction 

in a Commercial College at Indianapolis, Indiana. I was now 

twenty-one years old, and entered the store of Daniel Sayre as 

i;:1lesman, amt continued here until March 1867. After thiii e:;

perience, I commenced the dry goods business in March 1867 at 
Gilman, Iroquois county, Illinois, which proved succesi;ful. I 

had formed a co-partnership with my brother Charles C. Stone, 

and continued in business ten years, 1878. 

··I married Miss :'\ancy Anna Ford. at vVahash. Indiana. May 

19th, 1868. 

"l sold my interest in the store to my brother i~ the fall of 

187S: this year I mo,·ecl to Topeka. Kansas, and formed a co-part

nership with L. \V. KenedJ·· in a wholesale and retail trade of 
farm machinery. and continued in this business six )'Cars, but he

fore closing out. we engaged in the railroad construction: this en
terprise being profitable we have ·continued up to the present 

time. Our outfit consisting of horses, excavators, scrapers etc, 

cost about :j:12,000. \Vith this outfit. we were able to construct 

one mile of rail road bed per clay. throu:;h a tolerably level 

country.'' 
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Mu,·y Stclln Stone, only daughter of Nnncy A. and Wm. D. 

Stone, i~ now un intelligent young lady, and will grnduute in the· 

high Mchool of Topekn, K11n111111 this fall-1~89, 

Robert R. Stone i11 n bright boy nnd i11 now in 11chool at 

Topcku. Date of hirthM given on pnge I 54-

JAMES HENRY FORD. 

James H. Ford, son of.James Ford, son ofJnmes Ford senior,. 

wns horn in Wabash, Indiana. October, 30, 1848: wns n vigorous 

nn,l healthy child when thirteen months old. Ahout four o'clock 

p. m., he was sei)(t'd with a fit of an epileptic character; the im

mediate cause of this spasm was congestion of the hrain, but the 

remote cnuse was probably, indigestion. The convulsions despite· 

of all my efforts to relieve him, continued about sixteen hours. 

Ano~:1er physician, Dr. J. R. Cox was called; he thought the 

child would ••inevitably die, ns the congestion of the brain could 

not be relieved." I tried to bleed him from the arm, but failed to

tincl a vein. Foiled in every effort, I stood an idle spectator, 

waiting the de:ith of my only son; minutes were 11ours. But from 

some psycol,,gical source, came the command, •·open an artery." 

Immediately the temporal artery was divided, and four ounces of 

blood abstracted, and his cold body was rubbed with hot turpen

tine. The vena,section~ unloaded the brain; the hot oil and mas

s:1ge brought the blood back to the surface and established an. 

equilibrium of the circulation, thus enabling the vital forces to re

sume their usual healthy (physiological) action. The child recov

ered. Of late years the u!le of the lancet is almost ignored. 

Thous:md, of deaths annually occur. that in my judgment, could 

he avoided by the use of vena section. 

\\'hen of proper age, he was sent to school. and continued his. 

studies from year to year until tht: spring of 1S64. when he en

listed in the Fourteenth Indiana Battery. He was now fifteen. 
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yeurs old, nod too young for Buttery scn·ice, but with n number 

of hi8 neighbor hoyM, left home without their p11rent8' consent anc.J 

joined Captuin :Meridith Kidd's company that rendezvoused ut 

Indianapolis, Indiana. 

The writer had seen many quch young Roldiers drop out of 

rank, nnd luy down hy the road-side, and never reach their com

mand again: they either died of disea~e or were killed. Their 

patriotism was admil'llhle, but not their judgment. On the pre

sentation of these facts to the authorities, he was ordered out of 
rank, and came home and entyred school again. 

He tini~hed his education in the high school, and was a fair 

English scholar, and had some knowledge of Latin. 

Now, after R trip to Kentucky, and Cincinnati, visiting rela

tives, he desired to ~tudy the science of medicine. I was opposed 

to this on the ground that it was an arduous profession, and not 

very profitable. He lrnd assisted me in performing a numher of 

surgical oper;itions, and wa~ greatly enamored with surgery. 
He w:1s told that if he rend medicine, he must make thorough 

work of it: th'nt a quack, t:impering with human life, was a de

test:ible creature: :it the foot, there was an immense profession:il 

throng, and at the top of the ladder,fe---''· After putting in three 
years study and two full courses of medical lectures, one :it Ann 
Arbor, he gr:1duated )I. D. in the medical department of Butler 

University, )larch, 1S7z. 

HIS AU\"EST DI BUSISESS. 

He had graduated and ,lesired to enguge in the practice of 

medicine with me in the city of Wnb:,~h. I had some doubts 

about his success in getting practice; but he s:1id: "I wa,; horn 

here, I was raised and educated here, and here I wunt to li\'r:.'' I 

then replied, I cun carry you one year, then we will sec what 

Jou can do. 

ME:1.1onAXDUM: ··This day, .March 25th, 1S72, James Ford 

and James H. Ford (my son) go into copartnership in the prac
tice of medicine and surgery on the following arrangement, viz.: 
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James H. Ford is to have one fourth of the entire proceeds of the 

practice of himself and of James Ford, his father. This partner• 
ship to continue until altered or closed up entirely by the request 

of either party.'' Signed, 

JAMES Foao. 
]AlllES H. FoRD. 

This year, 1Si2, we had many scattering cases of brain fever, 
(Cerebro spinal meningitis) which pro\·ecl \·ery fatal in the 

hands of all the physicians; it was something new to them; the 

"literature" on this subject was not extensive or reliable. I had 

some experience with it at Connersville, Indiana, in 18,,5. Many 

of these were treated by my son; neither he nor I lost a case of 

it, but some came out with impaired \'ision, loss of hearing, or 

paralysis of some portion of the body; yet they all recovered 

within one year, except a small boy who was left with a club• 
foot, {talipes.) Dr. Henry Ford cut the heal cord, tendo-achilJes, 

which brought the foot fairly on the ground; he could walk, but 
was lame by reason of paralysis in the muscles of the leg. 

This success, together with his industry, brought him up before 

the people as a physician and surgeon. 

This copartnership continued until January 1st, 18So, but not 
as started, for he was soon made equal partner and shared half of 

the profits. He has continued in this business e\'er since on his 

own responsibility. 

On the third clay of November, 18iS, he married Lois D Mc

Clain. daughter of Mary I. and Honorable Nelson M. McClain, 
of \Vabash, Indiana. The newly married couple moved to their 

own property. which had been handsomely furnished before by 

the bride. They lived here happil)· until the thirty-first day of 
December, 1SiS, when their house took fi're in the upper story, 

:ind burned up, destroying everything they had. This sad a~ci
dent threw them out of a home until another house could be 

huilt, which wa;, done soon after. The new structure was built 

in cottag-c style and is :111 elegant frame buil_ding, nicely furnished 
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and supplied with water and u heating furnace in the basement, 

the fuel being natural gas. 

Their first and only child, Helen, wns born February 12, 1884-

She has an elegant physical form and is 11 ver.y sprightly child. 
He delivered two full courses of Lectnres in the Medical Col

lege at Fort Wayne, on physiology, in the years 1876 and 1879. 

The faculty desired him to continue, but his business would not 

admit of it, unlesi. he moved to Fort \Vayne: this he would not do: 

J. H. Ford is now surgeon in chief on the Cincinnati, Wabash 
& Michigan railroad, nnd surgeon on the Wabash, St. Louis and 

Great \Vestern railroad. He ir in comfortable circumstani:es and 
has a profitable practice. 

WILLIAM JESSE FORD. 

William Jesse Ford, son of Dr. James _Fonl, son of James Ford, 
senior, son o!· Henry Fc,rd, was born in \Vabash, Indiana, )farcn 

6th, 1851. and was named after his two uncles Jesse Holton and 
William]. Ford. Before he was two years old. he had an attack 

of measles. which affected his lungs and continued several years 

with a troublesome cough, inflamed eyes and general debility. 
His mother says of him. ··This long protracted sickness, im

paired his vitality to some extent: thus, ph)·sically, he was not as 

vigorous as some of the other children, and not being able to bear 
the confinement uf the school room, he did not get as good an 
education as did some of the other members of the family: how

ever. he got a good common school and bnsiness education. He 

had a talent for mathematics. After he reached his majority 
he to,,k a position as salesman in W. D. Stone's store at Gilman. 

Illinois. Here he continued until the Spring of 1°87+ when he 

went to San Francisco, California. He had learned house and 
carriage painting before he left home. This husiness he expected 

to follow until he could obtain ;.omething better. He succeeded 

in getting employment at good wages, and was doing wdl, but 
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from change of climate or some other cause. he got sick and wa11 

un11ble t1o work for some time. Having exhausted his means and 

being among strangers, he telegraphed home (or funds. I sent a 
postal order to him for one hundred dollan which enabled him to 

come home again. The experience he gained on this trip, though 
adverse, was o( much use to him afterwards. 

Jesse was married December 31st. 1S74 to Mis~ :Mary Jane 

Conda, an amiable, sprightly. industrious young lady, who has 

made him a very· excellent wife; she is an exceptionally good 
house keeper; is a member o( the Christian church, and all 

together a \'ery worthy woman. Her parents ha,·ing died when 

she was but a child, she was raised by her grand parents, Payton 

Daniels and wife, who were originally from Kentucky, but came 

to Indiana at an early day; they were among the first settlers of 

'\Vabash county; were well-to-do farmers and possessed a consid
erable amount of wealth at their deaths. 

In politics.Jesse is a Republican; socially, is kind and agreea
ble-ready always to grant a favor to a friend or neighbor when 

in need. He is a pleasant, genial, companion, having a ••spice•' 

of wit and humor, in his com·ersation which at times is almost 

irresistable. 

The following children have been horn to thii. couple: 

Jesse Ford junior, born February 9th. 1876, and died February 

19th, 1876. 
Edwin Conda, born October :ioth, 1877. 
Nellie Holton, born April 29th, 188o. 

Ethel America, born November 15th, 188::i. 

Anna Elizabeth, born August 8th. 1884. 

James Oscar, born March 14th, 1886. 

All these are bright. sprightly children. 

BUSIXESS :\TATTERS. 

In the fall of 1S74,Jcsse engaged in quarrying stone for pavement. and 

walls. He owned no real estate, but the writer built him a house on a part 

of out lot Xo. ~6, of Ewing and Hanna's aJdition to the town of \\'abash, 
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· co■tlng .1,100 11nd gave It to him without fntere•t a• a part of hi• dl•trlbutlve 
■hare of hi• lilther• eotate. Meantime hi• father had purchased 56o acre• 

· of farm land In Blackford county, Indiana, where he propooed to settle tho1e 
of his children who desired II home of this kind, Je11e and his younger bro

. ther Edwin H. accepted of this propooition, and moved to It in November 
1881; here they continued farm labor until the ■prlng of 1884, when Je11e 

moved on hi■ own land, ■ltuated in the South half of the South-cut quarter, 
Section No. ~s N orth,range II E111t. Here. he erected a new house, one 
and one-half atories high, and llniohed ft neatly; here he lh·e• and here he ex• 

pects to raise hi• growing family. He oold hi• house and lot at Wabash for 

· fr,~oo, paid hi• debts and applied the balance to needed Improvements. The 
land he now owns waa rated at $~3 per acre, equal to $1,840 and conveyed to 

him In fee •lmple. At this date (188<)) he •till re■ ides on this land and iii one 
of Blackford county's moot 1ub1tantial and uoeful citizen■• 

EDWIN H. FORD. 

: Son of James .and America Ford, son of James Ford Sr., son of 
Henry Ford. 

'• Edwin Holton Ford, one of the prominent young farmers of 
Harrison township, is a nati\'e of Indiana, born in Wabash, Wa

bash county, January 12th, 1S61. a son of Dr. James and America 

, [Holton] Ford, his father heing a \"ery prominent physician of 

\Vabash. He was raised in his native county, and was given 

good educational ad\'antages, attending first the schools of 

Wabash and later Lehigh University, Pennsylvania, and Butler 

Universit~·. Indiana. On leaving school he decided to devote his 
attention to Agriculture: and accordingly. in 1SSo. located in 

Blackford county, where he now owns two hundred acres of 
choice land. He is engaged in general farming. anJ also m:ikes a 

specialty of ~aising the better grades of horses and cattle. In pol

itics he is a Republican. In 18S3 he was elected a Justice of the 
Pe:ice, a position he is well qualified to fill. "He is a member of 

the Phi Delta Theta Society, and also of the Knights of Pythias, 
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Blackford Lodge No. 135. Mr. Ford is a young man·of genial· 
manners, and in the few years he has lived in Blackford county 

has made many friends."-See History of Blackford county •. 

page SSo. 
Edwin is the youngest member of the family; is six feet one 

inch high, and weighs 170 pounds; complexion fair and ruddy, 

hair auburn. eyes dark hazel, temperament very active, and has a 

large amount of '.'pluck'' in his make-up. He is not a member 
of any church: is polite and agreeable, and is honorable in all his. 

transactions. Since the above was written, a fine gas well has 
been drilled on his farm, yielding abundance of the fluid. 

For several months of the present year [ 18S9 j he was engage~! 
in securing territory for the Salamonie :Mining and Gas Company 

of Fort '\Vayne, Indiana; and, also, territory for the Silurian Xat

ural Gas and Oil Company of Lima, Ohio. In June, this year. he 

formed a partnership with Samuel S. Carrell, of Hartford City. 
Indiana, in the Real Est.'lte, Loan and Insurance business, but stm 
keeping up his connection with the other companies. 

GROUP II. 

HANNAH FORD. 
( SECOND CHILD OF HENRY FORD. l 

Hann:,h Ford was burn in ~faryland, probably, about the year 

177:;. '\Vhcn ~he reached her majority she married a man whose 
name wa~ Reuben Huff. while the family yet li\·ed in Virginia. 

Shortly after this.event, Huif and his wife moved to the Territory 

of Indiana, and settled on a farm 110 miles below the Falls of the 

Ohio Ri\•er. They had several children. bnt the number and 

names arc unknown. They owned slaves, and considerable other 

property. Grandmother Ford visited them at this place, but 

Aunt had died a (cw chys before she got there. Huff now sold 

out, and left the Territory. This is the last that is known of them. 

by the writer. All efforts to trace them have been unav:1iling. 
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GROUP III. 

HUGH FORD, SR. 
I 

Third son of Henry Ford, Sr., and twin with Hester. 

Almost nothing was known by me of this member of the Ford 
.family; but a letter was written to the postmaster at Johni;town, 

Licking county, Ohio, requesting him to gi,·e this letter and the 

one inside of i_t to Hugh Ford, Sr., or any of his male descend
ants. In a few days the following letter was rec~i\·ed: 

JoHSSTows, L1cK1SG CousTY, Omo, February 3. 1SS7. 
Cous1s Foao: 

••I was glad to recein· a letter from any of Father's relatives. 

Father didn't know anything about his folki.. It seems strange 

that the~· should get separated so they could not find where each

other lived. 

"Hugh Fore! came from Maryland and settled in Belmont 

county. Ohio, and lin:d there until 183:; then he mo\'ecl to Lick
ing county. They li\'ed here until death. which I will explain in 

my next letter. My sister has father's Bible; I will have to see 

that before I can gi\'e the ddtei- correct))·." * * * * 
• • Let this do for the prei-ent, and when I get the record I will 

_ give all the particnlari-. 

··Excuse bad writing; 1 am getting pretty shaky. 
•·Yours truly," 

HUGH FoaD Ja. 
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In his second letter he snys: •' I received your letter, and was. 
glad to henr from you. Father's Record is as follows: 

• • Hu~h Ford Sr. wns n twin with Hester Ford, und was born 

January 5th, 1775, and died January 28th, 1li59. Ann Ford, his 
wife, was the daughter of Joseph Kirk, was born December .16th, 

1777, and was married to Hugh Ford September 18th, 1Soo, She· 

died in Licking county August 17th, 1851, aged 73 years, 7 months 

and three duys . 
.. Hu~h Ford united with the M. E. church atan early day; was 

a Local Preacher, a class leader, and a prominent man in the 

church. In the year 1829 or 1830 he became unsettled in his 
mind on the ljUestion of Baptism. He had been baptised by 

sprinkling, but wanted to be immersed; his church refused to do 

this. Then he withdrew from this Denomination, and united 

with the Disciple, or Christian body, and was immersed. In this 

..:hurch he labored, lived, and died. 

•·Father was in the War of 1812; was in the battle of Tippe
canoe. and ~crved in the Army under William Henry Harrison 

for six months. For this service he got from the Government a 

certilicatc for one hundred and sixty acres of land, but did not get 

it until many years after the \Var. 
··lie was a prominent man in politics, was aJeflersonian Dem

ocrat, and an active worker in his party. 

Hl'GH 1-"0IID"s CHILOltES. 

Joseph. born May 29th, 1~1. died October z3rci, 1So1. 

Rachel. born January 15th. 1&>3, died October 7th, 1So5. 
Sarah. burn :\<lay 3rd, 1So4. died March 2nd, 1&s2: never mar, 

ried. 
Henry. horn September z~nd. 1So5, died July .;1st, 1822, aged 

16 years. 
~Iary. horn May 5th, 1:-07, died August ist. 18So, aged 73 

~·c:lrs. 

Priscilla. horn February 22nd, 1809, <lied August 10th. 1:-75, 

:i~ed 06 years. 
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Anna, born July :10th, 1S10, died August 17th, 1851; nge<I .p 

years. 
Vntchcl M., born Mny :17th, 181:1, living: poKtoffice-Sunbury, 

Del11w11re county, Ohio. 

Hugh, born April :19th, 1S14, living: postoffice-Johnstown, 

Li<"king county, Ohio, 
Eliza, born April 13th, 1816, living; postofficc-Croton, Lick

ing county, Ohio, 
Thom118, born April 1st, 1S1S, living: postoffice-Newnan, 

Georgia. 
••Father was a farmer, nnd his sons also. 

• • Yours truly,'' 

lfoGH FORD, JR. 

N, n. ••I forgot to mention that father was a church member 

for forty or fifty years." 

I know nothing personally of this family. My father moved 

from Harrisoi:i county, Ohio to Richland county, and Hugh, Sr, 
moved from Belmont county, Ohio to Licking county some time 
after; neither knew what had become of the other. 

The two oldest children of this parent, Joseph and Rachel, died 

in infancy. 

Sarah lived to be seventy-seven years of age, and ne,·er married. 

Henry. the fourth child, died at sixteen. 

History of Mary, the fifth child, as given by her brother 

Vatchel: 

••My sister Mary married John Collier, and she bore him seven 

children, three girls and four boys, viz: 

••Minerva Ann, married Edwin Adams, and she wa,; childless. 

"Emily, married and had children, but I do not know how 

many, nor their names. 

"Naomi, not married. 

• • Vritchel Ford Collier, married, and had four children. one girl 

and three boys. 
"E<lwin Collier had no children. 
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••John, mnrried, nnd hnd one mnle child, u deaf mute. Some 

two or three yeari< after this event hiK wife died. I don't know if 

he married aguin. 
"Thomas, the youngest of Mary's family, wai< not yet married 

when I Inst heard from him.'' 
Priscilln Ford, sixth child. daughter of Hugh, Sr.: 

• • ~Iy sister Priscilla,'' says Vatchel, ••married John Kennon. 

She bore him five.children, two girli. and three boys.'' 

Ann, the seventh child of Hugh, Sr.: 

•·Ann was tw:ce married, and Imel no children.'' 

This concise history of Hugh Ford, Sr.'s seven oldeKt children, 
with their posterity, is just as it was given me by his son Vatchel. 

The other members of this numerous family are written further 

on in their regular order. 
••My si~ters," s:iys Vatchel, ••were all strict clmrch members. 

Sarah and Ann were Methodists; Mary and Priscilla were Disci

ples. I belong to no church, nor ha\·e I, hut have rend the 
Scriptures n gre:1t deal, regular)~· and promiscuous!)·.'' 

This ends the history of Hugh's seven oldest children. so far as 

known to me. 

VATCHEL METCALF FORD. 

Son of Hugh, son of Henry Ford.-A unique history, given as 

he wrote it. 

Vatchel M. Ford, son of Hng-h and Ann Ford, was horn in 

Kirkwood towr::,-.hip, Bclmout county, one and n half miles west 

of Fairview, Ohio, on \Iay 27th. Ii'h2. 
••I emigrated.'' he sa)·s. •·with mr father and family, to the 

extreme part of Licking county, Ohio, landing on a farm that 

father had bought the fall previous, on the 10th day of April, 
1i-;;2. I remained with my father and family until I was twenty• 

one years of ag-e: then ( or a fow days after), had you been there, 

vou would have seen a poor boy strike out ~foot ancl alone. with 
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n sn1111l bundle of poor clotheK on hii; buck 1111d 62½ cents in his 

pocket. .Arriving nt Newnrk, twenty-three miles from home, at 
12 o'clock, noon, I got n dram of whisk~• nncl n lunch for dinner, 

nnd then lit out for Jncktown, on the Nutionnl Road, where you 

might have seen (hud you looked that way) • Paddy on the turn

pike, pounding up lime-rock,' in the employ of the State. I 

remained at that nbout a month, then went four miles west to the 

village of Hebron, where the National Rone! crosses the ennui. 

Here I acted us boss, or overseer, of the stoneyarcl on the hnnk of 

the canal. The stone for the road was boated down the canal. 

I remained there until the supply of stone .was finished; then went 

to breaking stone again, remJined at that about a month and a 

half, when the demand was satisfied; then returned home afoot 

and alone, r1:1d been gone about three months. 

•' In the fall of 1S33, I traded in Newark, for a stable-horse, 

with which I made the money to buy the first 100 acres of heavy 

timber land with; then bought -¼OO acres joining and sold 300 of 

it, clearing a~out enough to p:iy for the other 100; then I had 200 

acres.'' 

•'In the winter of 1834-5, I taught a :hree month's term of 

school by subscription; the next winter I went to school three 

months; then the ne.<t six winters ir. succession, I taught a three 

111onth's term of district school.'' 

••In May, 7th. 18-¼0, I married a ueighbor's girl by the name 

of Elizabeth Kreager and moved her out into the woods where I 

had cleared up a garden and a potato r•atch and built n log house, 

where we commenced hard work in the wood,, about a mile from 

any road, except those I had cut through the forest. The fall of 

1840, an old B:1ptist preacher and my wife"s ,tep father came out 

in the woods to see us and to engage me to tench a winter term 

of school, three mile,.. from any house. I told them that was im

possible. I could not leave my wife in the woods, neither could 

I walk it: the old minister could not take no for an answer. He 

said you have a good horse. you can ride in. :rnd I will rake good 

care of your horse and have him taken in from the school house 
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in the morning and brought back at evening, and give you your 

clinner; so I taught that school, riding six miles a day, and doing 

my chores night and morning, putting in full time in the school. 

The next winter, 18.p-2, I taught a winter term in the adjoining 

district about one and a half miles off, boarding home, doing my 
chores. This is the last and encl of my school teaching.'' 

••I now put in my time in the woods clearing up my farm, 
and working almost day and night, until my health began to fail; 

then I bought a small form nf fifty-two acres adjoining the village 
of Centen·ille, in the centre of Harlem Township, Delaware 

ce>unty. Ohio. about three miles from my farm; here I ran• the 

hotel and my little farm to good advantage for some years; then 

sold it for double the price I gave, and moved back again upon 

my old farm in 1S5j. Now I bought another hundred acres ad
joining, making me a farm of 300 acres; run this farm about ten 

years. then bought a hotel in Johnstown, Licking county. Ohio. 
and run that ten years. then moved back on my farm and run it 

until my health failed: then rented it to my son-in-law; and in the 

year 1Sj9 moved to Sunbury. where I had property. and where I 

am living. Jan. A. D., 1SS9.'' 
Elizabeth Kreager. Yatchel"s wife, was born July 15th, 1S1;. 

and still Jives. No history of this lady was given me, but :;he 

bears the name of an excellent woman. morally. socially and pra.:

tically. Her grand-daughter writes me October 15, 1~, this 

lady died Thursday, October 3rd, 1S89. 

FA~IILY RF.CORD, 

Benjamin F .. born March 14, 1S41, died December 30, 1873; 

one daug-hter, Henrietta. 

Jerusha A., born February :::S, 1S-1-3. widow, postoffice, Sun
hury, Debi.ware county. Ohio. 

James K. Polk. horn February 16, 1845. died October 15th, 

1S-1-5: have one daughter and one son. 

Henrietta P .. horn August ::6th, 1846, died March 1st. 1870; /4 0 

years old. 
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Thomas Benton, born February zrst, 1848, lives; postoffice, 

·Sunbury, Delaware county, Ohio. 

Hannah. born March z9th, 1850. died September 7th, 1851; 

babe. 

Sarah E, born July 18th, 1853; single; po~toffice, Green, Dela

ware county, Ohio. 

Mary Louisa, born April 18th, 1856; postoffice, Johnstown, 

Licking county, Ohio; had three girls and four boys. 

Benjamin F. Ford was a farmer and married to Delia Huff, by 

whom he had two daughters and one son: one daughter, Hen

rietta, still lives with her grandfather. Henrietta Ford is 18 years 

old, is a beautiful woman, physically as well as mentally, is a 

graduate of a high school and by profession, a teacher. 

Jcrusha Ford (Green) was raised and educated in Licking 

county. Ohio, and was married to Lewis D. Green on August 

zrst, 1846. Mr. Green deceased. January 18th, 1881, having four 

children, two liv;ng and two dead. Mrs. Green was well edu

cated and taught eight terms of school before she married. She 

now keeps a millinery store: is a good liver and is as regarded the 

••best business w,,man in Sunbury.'' Since the above was writ

ten Mrs. Henrietta Ford informs me that • • Jerusha Green is 

Jerusha Green no more.'· She was married to Dr. Mann about 

tive weeks ago, about September 10th. 1889. ancl now lh·es at 

Centre Village, Delaware county. Ohio. Her daughter, Daisy 

E. Green is well educated. a fine piano player and landscape 

·painter and 1s regarded as '· an accomplished l:1dy.' · Her son 

was horn January z5ch, 1878 and bears the name of his grand
father.•• Vatchel Metcalf:• and is in school. 

Henrietta: no history of her. 

Mary Louisa ·Ford, daughter of \"atchel and Elizabeth Ford. 

was educated in the schools of the country, and when fully 

grown was married to Howard Baker by whom she had one 

-daughter. Blanche. now near 10 years old-born March 3rd, 1878. 

Mr. Baker died January 6th, 18S1. On October z9th. 1:IB5. she 
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married Robert Barrick; from this union no issue. He enli!lted nt 

Mt. Vernon, Knox county, Ohio, on ::\Iay 1864' in Company 13, 

14znd Ohio Volunteer Infantry; wns wounded and in hospital at 

Point of Rocks, Virginia, six weeks; then put on light duty until 

discharged at Camp Chas.::, September zn<l, 1864; is a member 

of Lemont Post, G. A. R. 

THOMAS BENTON FORD. 

Son of Vatchel Ford, of Sunbury. Delaw.tre county, Ohio. 

Thomas Benton Ford was raised on the farm and educated in 

the schools of the country, and when he reached his majority, he 

married Ellen Sarah Mains, of Newark, Ohin, November toth, 

1885. From this marriage sprang one daughter, born November 

zml. 18S6. His business ha~ been, hitherto, that of a druggist; he 

is now out of business. 

This man is a fine specimen of the genus homo, is retiring in 

manners and of a very kind disposition. He is regarded, where 

known. as a ··good business man and a worthy citizen.'' In 

politics he is a Democrat; docs not belong to any religious organi

zation hut is Prote~tant in principle. 

Th.., Sunbury Xews of October toth, 1~. contained the fol

lowing obituary notice, though uot wholly unexpected, gave us a 

sorrowful surpris~: ns stated by Hittie, ·' so must it be with all of 

us.'· Grandmother was taken sick the first week of August and 

for some nine weeks ~he was very sick. Once she got better, but 

soon ~rew worse and on the third clay of. October last, she \'cry 
quietly :ind peacefully died. 

OIIITVARY. 

Efornbcth Kreager was born July 15, 1S1i, May 7th, A. D. 

1840. she w:as married to \-atchel M. Ford. There were eight 
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ful member of the Disciple church for upward of 30 years. Dur

ing her sickness she was happy in her faith in her Lord and was 

willing to go at His bidding. She died October 3rd, 1889, aged 

72 years, 2 months and 18 clays. Funeral services conducted at 

the house by Rev. T. D. Davis. The remains were taken to 

Johnstown for interment. 

HUGH FORD. JR. 

Ninth child of Hugh Ford, Sr., son of Henry Ford. 

••Hugh Ford, jr., was born in the year 1814, April :19, and was 

rai~ed and educated on his father's farm in Kirkwood Township, 

Belmont county. Ohio, until 183:i. •·Hugh, Sr. and Ann Ford 

came to the township, Monroe. where he has since remained. He 

married Ann Eliza Davis, November 5th, 1840. She was born 

March 6th, 1819, in West Chester county, New York. They 

had four children; Priscilla B., was born August 31. 1842, and died 

August :17, 1S51: William Henry was born August 6. 1S45; Eliza

beth A, September :i6, 1847; Isabel, June :12, 1850: died August 

11, 1850. \Vhen Mr. Ford, sr .. came to the township he purchased 

+li acre!- in the township and :ioo acres adjoining in Delaware 

county-military land, and purchased at $1.25 cents an:acre. Mrs. 

Ford's p;1rents. Daniel and Priscilla Davis, were eastern people of 

English descent.'' Sec history of Licking County, Ohio. page 669. 

The writer visited this family September 17, 1SSS. and found 

them and Cousin Hugh and all the children respectable people, 

and wealthy. He says in his letter, quoted above, ••I sold my 

farm in '56 and moved to Johnstown and ha\·e lived here ever 

since. I have two children living and two dead. \Villiam H. 

Ford, next door to me, is a physician and has a good practice. 

My daughter Elizabeth, married a man by the name of French. 

They li\·e just outside the corporation.' ' 
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Hugh, in politics is a loyal Democrat and was a member in, 

good standing in the Presbyterian church, but when the war 

broke out his minister. and perhaps some of the members'• abused 
the Democrats shamefully.'' Then he withdrew from the church .. 

and does not belong to any religious body. He bears the name 
of an honest man, a true friend, and a hospitable citizen. 

WILLIAM HENRY FORD. 

Son of Hugh, Jr., son of ~ugh, Sr., son of Henry Ford. 

The writer visited Wi11iam H. Ford, M. D., September 18,. 
18SS, and found him and his estimable wife happily situated in. 

Johnstown. Licking county, Ohio. He is regarded as an '' excel
lent physician, a good man, and is esteemed by all his neighbors.'' 

He is a fine specimen of the Ford type. The following paragraph 
is taken from the history of Licking county, Ohio, page 1x>9. 

· • Wi11iam H. Ford, a physician, was born in Monroe Township, 

• Aug11st Gth, 1845; was educated in the public schools of Johns
town. After reading medicine for four years with Dr. Charles 

Stimson, of Newark, he entered the college of physicians and sur• 

geons, of Philadelphia, in the Winter of 1864, and graduated in the 

class of 1865. After graduating. he returned to Johnstown; he· 

entered upon the practice of his profession, March, 1868. He 

was married to Miss Mina Conklin, of Hartford, Licking county, 

Ohio. This lady is a member of a celebrated Conklin family, of 

New York state. She is the author of a novel "EMher;'' or the· 

'' False and the True,'' by Mina Conklin Ford. published in the 

People's Lihrarv. April 6th, 1862. This tale i~ well written and 
shows that her ideality is well developed. This family has no
childrcn. 

The following letter was written to me soon after Hugh Ford's 
whereabouts were discovered: 
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JJa. FoRD, 
JOHNSTOWN, Ohio, February 15th, 18S7. 

DEAR SrR:-• • I must say I was most happily surprised to 

find that I had a relative living so close to me and of the Harne 

professio11 as myself. I assure you it would give me a great deal 

of pleasure to see you. Why c:m you not come and make us a 
visit? I have been doing a general pr:ictice for more than twenty 

years, and in that time have seen some pretty stormy nights, but 
it is nothing, as the boys say, when you get used to it.'' 

•' In regard to my father's family, he, I think, will tell you more 

than I can; as for myself, [ h:ive no family, but my wife. We 
have never had any children. I _wish you would come out :ts soon 

as the weather gets good, so we can get around and we will have 

a general visit with the relations in this part of the country.'' 

"Hoping to hear from you soon, I remain 

Yours truly,'' 
DR. WILLIA:\( H. FORD. 

N. B: •-Very thankful for your book. In looking over it, I 

find a great many ideas that I never had seen before.'' 

ELIZABETH FORD. 

Daughter of Hugh Ford.Jr, of Hugh Ford, Sr., of Henry Ford 
(Third child.) 

'' Elizabeth was born near Johnstown, Licking county, Septem

ber 26th, 1S47, was educated in the schools of the country and was 
married to Frank Douglas~ French,] uly 25th, 1S6S. She _now Jives 

in a beautiful home at Johnstown, and has the following children, 
viz: Elmer How, was born April 12th, 1S70; Treman was born 

September 12th, 1871. These two boys h:n·e a large brain de
velopment, and, if properly trained, will make their mark in the 

world. Eliza May, was born December 17th, 187S. These child-
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ren all attend school. Mrs. French is a kind.hearted woman, an 

affectionate mother, and sets a very goo<l example before her 
family. She is a member of the M. E. church and bas no enemies 

in the world. Frank D. French, her husband, enlisted in Johns

town, October 9th, 1861, in company B. 76th regiment, 0. V. I., 
promoted corporal, promoted Surgeon at Young's Point, Louisi

ana; was put in clmrge of a colored gang. constructing breast 
works at Memphis, Tenn.: veteran at Point of Rock, Alabama. 

January 4th, 1864: gun-~hot wound before Atlanta, July zznd, 

1864: in hospital with wound five months at Marietta, Georgia 
and Chattanooga, Tennessee, then discharged at Columbus, Ohio 

on January 5th, 1865.'' 
His wound:-The ball entered on the outer, or face of the thigh, 

six inches below the trochanter major, on left side and came out 

about the middle of the glutens maximus muscle, on right side. 
without fracturing ossacrum or spine. He is lame and draws a pen

sion. This man bears the name of an honest, respectable citizen. 

ELIZA FORD [BAKER.] 

Tenth child of Hugh Ford, Sr .• ~on of Henry Ford. Sr. 

·'Eliza Ford was born in Belmont count}·, Ohio, April 13th. 
1816, and moved with the family to Licking county in 1S3z, and 

was educated in the schools of the country. and was married to 

Henry Baker. near Johnstown, in the year 1S37. The writer 
knows nothing of her early history.'' 

The following <:hildren sprang from this family, viz: 
Levi Hugh born March 19th. 183S. died September znd, 1880. 

Martin Row was born March z4th, 1840. 

Hamilton Theodore was born April 4th, 184z. 

Sarah Ann was born September 9th, 1S44. 

Benton \Vehster, born Septcm her 9th, 1846 

\Villiam Haze was born September z9th, 1848. 
Cloe Priscilla was born October 9th. 1850. 
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George Plea~ant was born September 7th, 1S56. Postoffice 

address, Croton, Licking county, Ohio. 

The subjects of this sketch own a good farm, but they have 

"broken up house-keeping and live with their children." 

The writer \'isited the family September I~th, 1SSS, but could 

stay only four hours and could not get a history of their children; 

but they live in the neighborhood and have homes of their own. 

Eliza"s relatives inform me that" she is a good woman, a nice 

housekeeper, a kind mother, and a warm-hearted christian. 

This woman joined the )I. E. church about forty-seven years 
ago, then the Christian church, and then the Christian Union." 

Eliza Baker's husbanrl. Henry Baker, was born June 2nd, 1S14, 
and is yet a stout, active man for his age. Nothing is known by 

me of his history, only that he was a farmer, and in politics, a 

strong Democrat. 

THOMHS FORD. 

The Eleventh child of Hugh Ford. Sr., son of Henry Ford. 

Thomas Ford now living at Newnan, Georgia, was born April 

1st, rS1S. He was raised on his father's farm and educated in 

the schools of the country. as his brothers and sisters were, in Bel
mont county, Ohio, and "emigrated to the extreme part of Lick

ing county on the 10th day of April, rS32.' • He assisted his 
father here in clearing up his farm. 

"I was married," he says, • 'to Sarah Hanover, :N'ov<.'mber 
28th. 1844--' • From this union sprang the following children, viz: 

David, born October 31st, 1845. 

John, born March zoth. 1847. 

Hugh, born September 14th. 1848. 

Frank. born June z4th, 1S50, died September 1~th. 1851. 

Henry. born September 14th. 185~. 
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Charlotte, horn February 10th, 1854, died April 8th, 1873. Age, 19 ye11rs, 
1 month, :8 dayo. 

Lyman, born Augu•t 17th, 18.,6. 

Mary Ellen, born October :nd, 1858, died September 6~ 1878. Age, 19 
years, 11 months, 4 days. i 

Sarah Amanda, born January :7th, 1861. 

Ida Chalista, born March 4th, 186,1. 

Emily Jeru•ha, horn June ••t, 1867. 

'' Mary Ellen was married to Thomas Seals, by whom she had 
two children; nanies and dates not given.'' 

The writer stops here, and then, in his very concise letter, he 

states that •·I was ordained in the United Brethren church in 
1862.'. 

Yours with respect, 

THO:\IAS FORD. 

This is the last member of Uncle Hugh Ford's family. I have 

no history of Sarah Ford, Hugh's third child; she lived to her 77th 

year; never was married. Joseph and Rachel, the first two child

ren died in infancy; Henry, the fourth child, died when 16 years 

old. The history of Ht,gh, Sr., is correct as far as written; but it 

is all the writer could obtain. 
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GROUP IV. 

HESTER FORD. 

(Fourth child.) Daughter of Henry and Rachel Ford. 

Hester Ford, the fourth child of Henry :md Rachel Ford, and a 

twin with Hugh; was born in Maryland in the year 1775 and died 

.at her home in Richland county, Ohio, probably in the year 1S24, 

and was buri~d on the right side of her mother and oldest 
brother, in Miflin township, Richland county, Ohio. 

The writer knows nothing of her early histoi:·, only that she 

·wai;. raised at home and educated as were the other children. 
Hester was married to Charles Young in Brook county, Vir

ginia, about the year 1791. They moved to Harrison county. 

·Ohio, in 1So3. With her husband and family they moved to 

Richland county, Ohio, in the year 1S15. where she lived un
til she died. She was the mother of four daughters- and eight 

sons. .All of these children reached maturity, all married and all 

·raised families . 

.Aunt was retiring in manners, a nice housekeeper and was re

garded by all the neigh hors as an "excellent woman." 

One feature of her life is worthy of note. It rests on her great 

wm power, sound judgment, steadiness of purpose and indomi

table perseverance. The Youngs were fickle, but she, like the 
balance-wheel, steadied every motion; her son David, and daugh

'ter Rachel Gladden, were fair types of her. 
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CHARLES YOUNG. 

Charles Young, the husband of Hester Ford Young, was bc1rn, 

in the year Ij6j, and died November 1845. He was raised in 
Virginia, and was a contemporary c,f George Washington. He 
was probably of German origin. 

After he moved to Cadiz, Ohio, he cleared up a farm on a hun

dred acres of l.md which he had purchased of his brother-in-law, 

Ford, to whom he was greatly att.iched; when Ford sold his farm 

and moved to :Mansfield, Young sold his also, and followed; here 

he bought one hundred acres again of Ford, and cleared up an

other farm; here he raised his familv, and here Aunt died. 

Charles Young's favorite instrument of sport during all his 

younger days, and in fact, until the end of his life, was the rifle. 

At the age of sixty, he could bring a squirrel down from the 
tallest tree in the forest without glasses. In the mountains of 

Virginia, he preferred taking the larger game, as deer, bears, pan

thers and wolves. He was regarded as the ••Nimrod of the 
Forest.'' 

In the winter he wore a suit of buckskin clothes; it was proof 
against thorns and winds, and in summer also, against snakes 

and stinging insects. In his leather girdle. he carried a butcher 

knife and a hatchet, his flint and steel was his gun-lock; thus 
equipped. he was at home whenever night over-took him. 

·•And his faithful dog bore him company.'' 

In deportment, unassuming, a good reader and well informed 

in the atfairs of the country, and was highly esteemed by all his 
neighbors. 

He was. for an uneducated musician, certainly a fine violinist. 

He came ne:1rer making his fiddle talk than any man I ever heard 

then or ~ince. On \Vinter evenings, the young folks of the Ford 

and Yuung families would come .together and h:we a dance. 
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Uncle would fu1ni8h the music; some times Charles jr. would 

play the flute with the fiddle. One ot' hiM favorite tunes wus: 

••Pretty Betty Martin, tiptoe, tiptoe, fine, 

Pretty Betty !\tnrtln, tiptoe fine.'' 

Among the old Virginia fmnilies and their descendants, d~nc
ing, good manners, 11nd politeness were tuught as among the fine 

arts, The dancing master w:1s a good musician as well us an ac

complished gentleman. nod stood well in society. 
He would take a raw country girl or boy, and in three months 

time, would completely change his or her manners; he taught 

them, first to govern their tempers, and yield their very action to 
his control; then like the clay in the potter's hand, he fashioned the 

vessel to suit himself. The church in the west opposes this teach

ing as sinful, and it is to be regretted, has put nothing in the place 

of it. This is written to give the reader an idea of the mann-::-s 

and customs of that epoch. 

All families have some peculiar trait of character. The Youngs 
were high tempered, quick witted, affable and true friends; were 

strictly temperate, industrious and law-abiding citizens. 

Music was a favorite art with all of them. David was a drum 

major in the United States Army. in the War with England in 

1812. The females had well trained voices, and were sweet 
singers. The males were masters of some musical instrument as 

well as good singers. 

The following children came to this family, viz.: 

Henry, horn *1792. died *1864; he was buried on Section 16. 

Miflin township. Richland county. Ohio, known as Cogle's 

grave-yard. 

Isabella, (Ibby) bnrn *1793. died *1855. 
David, born April 1795, died April 19, xS63. 

Rachel, born November 9th, xSoo, died May 23rd, 1SS7. 

Sally, a twin, born *18oz, died *xS64. 

George, born *1So5. died *1S49. 
Charles, born *1So6. died 1874. 
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Hannah, born ;"'1So7, died 1S59 or 1S6o. 

James, born 1809, died *1S30. 
Alpheus, born :May 15th, 1S11, is living. 
Hiram, born 1S13, is living. 

John, born 1S15, died *1S6+ 
• These births and deaths are approximately correct. 

HENRY YOUNG. 

Henry Young, oldest son of Hester and Charles Young, was. 

born in Virginia, in the year 1792, and died about the year 1S6+ 
He was buried by the side of his mother on Section 16, in Mifiin. 
Township, Richland county, Ohio. 

He married Nancy Burgett some time in 1821. A numerous. 

family sprung from this union. These names of the children are

recollected: James, the oldest, then David, Hester, Nicholas, 
Hannah and some others. Their Uncle, Alpheus Young,informs 

, me that they are alJ dead except David. Henry was my father's 
favorite; by occupation he was a farmer, was a very estimable· 

man, honest, quiet, industrious and generous; he had very few· 
faults and no enemies. 

The history of this family has not been attainable. 

!SABELLA YOUNG [TONEYHILL.J 

Isabella. (Ibby) oldest daughter of Hester Young, was born. 

about the year 1793, in Virginia, and when fuJJy grown, was 
married to Bazil Toney hill, by w1,om she had a number of chil
dren. Her oldest son was named Zachariah.- ToneyhilJ was 

intemperate, and did not provide well for-his family, his wife be
ing a spiritt:d woman. and a great worker; a nice housekeeper· 
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and a good neighbor. No greater calamity could befall a woman 
than to be tied to such a trifling man. 

The writer has no history of them, and these statements, made 

above. are the result of personal obsen·ations up to the year 1S33. 
David Young's hi~tory will be (ound on page 36, q. v. 

RACHEL YOUNG [GLADDEN]. 

Daughter of Hester Ford Young. 

IN MEMORIAM. 

MOTHElt RACJIEL GLADDEN, llfAY z3, 1SS7. 

By Lo\·zilla Gladden Patterson. 

MANSFIELD, Omo, June 17, 1887. 
I waited for weeks after the poor mother "went home." hop

ing a less partiai historian would say a word in memory of the 

long life just cJosed; but that duty too seems to fall to me, for it is 
a dnty we owe to the men and women who went before us. to 

keep their memory green. 

For years I have taken pleasure in forming into words the 

thoughts of those whose tears blinded them as they tried to record 
some fitting tribute to the memory of those they had loved and 

lost awhile. And in the case of the poor mother who has gone, 
the duty becomes a labor of love, and though the tears spring and 

blind, the rainbow gleams about them, for the infirmities of the 

years when the grasshopper is a burden were multiplied and in
tense, and she "longed for death as for the foce of a friend," and 
when it came she was not dismayeJ, but all through the d:irk 

valley "the peace of God was in her looks."' She had come a 

long road, and it was not all smooth. 
Born in eighteen hundred, she had lived almost eighty-seven 

years. The first fifteen in Cadiz, Ohio, and all the rest in Rich

land county. For more than sixty of those years she lived on the 

farm in Monroe townsh1;. which she still owned when she died. 
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After my father died in 1Sj4- no place on this earth was home 

to her. She tried the homes of all her children by turns; each 

visit ended in the sad refrain, "I want to go home." In the home 

of her second son Rasselas and his good wife l\Iargaret, she came 

nearest finding a realization o( what Wal> to her impossible, then 

she took a share of her household goods and arranged them to 

deceive her homeless he.trt as far as possible. and so much of 

kindness and sym_Pathy were gfren her, for which the whole 

famil),· owe a lasting debt of gratitude, that till her dying day, 

·•Margaret· ' was the name of any one who was specially atten

tive to her. The failing health of that family rendered a change 

necessary. and amid all the changes, it fell to my lot to receive 

the charge at last, and for nothing in my past life am I more 

thankful than that the good Father in Heaven gave me the great 

strength to bear and the patience to endure what my own broken 

health would seem impossible from an),' human stand point." But 

Jesus, himself knows how m_uch we can hear. and will save us 
the rest." 

Li,·ing in these pioneer times when Mansfield had only a block

house for refuge from the Indians, and three or four dwelling 

houses, life was a strugle with fortune. The necessaries of life 

cost in some cases. ten times as much as they do now, and even 

more. and money almost unattainable. So the men labored as 

though they were giants, and the women were what their Maker 
intended they should be, •·help meet for them.'' 

Mother Gladden exemplified in her life, more than the ordinary 

number of the domestic virtues recommended to King Lemuel by 

his mother. These verses might have been written expressly of 

her. 

•·She sceketh wool and flax. and worketl, willingly with her 

hands.'' 

··She riseth also while it is yet night, and gi,·eth meat to her 

household. :md a portion to her maidens." 
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"She perceiveth that her merchandise is good; her candle go

eth not out by night." 
••She i!.' not afraid· of snow, for her househola are all clothed 

with. scarlet.• ' 
••She Joolieth well to the ways of household and eateth not 

the bread of idleness.'' 

Of course these are old fashioned virtuC<'. but in those old 

fashioned times, they were almost matters of life and death, and 

yet ,,ther verses of that wonderful chapter apply with equal 

force as-

••She stretcheth forth her hand to the needy." for mother 

never in her long life turned one away empty {rom her door. 

Her home was the center o{ hospitality, and though she had 

nine children of her own to care for in these trying times, yet 

there was always an orphan or two beneath that roof, who for

got their orphanage in the perfect homen~s of the place. One 

stayed from babyhood till her marriage and loved the foster parents 

as her own. Others stayed for shorter periods, but with equal af

fection. and no more heartfelt tears fell on her coffin than the 

solitary who had been set in that family. 

The intense activity of mother's early life, partly natural and 

partly from necessity, was most likely the cause of her terrible 

nervous prostration in her last year. When the poor old hands 

had lost their cunning, it transpired that they had also Jost 'the 

power to rest, and no wonder that a habit of seventy years 

should remain. 

If the ·• wool and flax" that mother spun, and sewed, and knit. 

could be massed in- one pile, it would be perfectly astonishing. 

She not only made clothing for the household, both linen and 

wool. as the necessity arose, bnt added abundant :idornment. 

There were fringes, and edgings, and embroideries where\·er they 

seemed to add a touch of beauty. There were yards :mcl yards of 

curtains that her own. hands had spun and bleached to silver 

whitenc,ss. and they were really beautiful, spun of the finest flax 
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in threads of three sizes and woven in bars, the fine centers of 

each one being thin and transparent, and all the edges were 

trimmed with a hand's breadth of lace-net made from some silver

white thread. Not only were the windows so beautifully draped, 

but high-post bedsteads were curtained from the ceiling to the 

floor. She had towels by the dozen. with knotted fringes: bed 

and tahle linen in abundance. hcsides the coarse webs of tow for 

kitchen towels, grain bags and straw heds. She even spun flax 

for fine shirts of·· eight hundred linen,"" as they called it, perhaps 

becanse there were eight hundred threads in the weaver's reel. 

I am not sure. hut I have in my possession a piece of blue calico 

spun and wo\"en in.my mother"s home and sent to Hagerstown to 

be printed. 
\Vhat would a woman of to-day think of beginning at the raw 

material when she needed dresses? Even pulling and cleaning 

the flax or carding the wool. 

Mother ne\"er did the the weaving. but everything else-card

ing, spinning, sewing and knitting: and what wonderful resources 

the wild woods were for dyes. She seemed to be able to find any 

color ,;he wanted in some forest product: madder. sumac, oak 

bark and walnut hull~: e,·en peach leaves entered into the domes

tic chemistry, and brought forth surprising results; and to that 

she added all kinds of embroidery known in that day. She had 

been taught in a school where plain and fancy needle-work were 

as much a p<irt of the education as reading and writing, and with 

her love for the beautiful she found or made time for its gratifica

tion. even after all hard work. 

Of course with all these manifold cares there was always hired 

help in the house, too. for kitchen and dairy work, and in her last 

years she could with a little prompting recall the names of twenty

seven girls who had worked for her. some of whom stayed ten to 

twelve years. and each name seemed to bring some pleasant 

memory . 

.:\llother was a woman of indomitable will. and would not be 

conquered by adverse circumstances. \Vhen she found that the 
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schools of her children were superior to her own, and she was in 

danger of falling behind, as many mothers do, she bought for her• 

self the books that we studied, and kept abreast of the foremost 

of us all the time. There was no •·correcting" the parents in 

our house. 

If we had been capable we might have thrust a sly joke at the 

rlear fuir-hnircd ginnt of n father, but would have drawn the line 

at mother, for she hncl the dignity of the Pope and the pride of 

the Q.ueen of Sheba. Not a child of us dnred repeat the bad 

words we had heard at school, even to ask if they were bad, and 

sing. or. as we called it," by words.~ and all light songs and fool

ish jesting were an abomination in her cars. And she hated all 

impurity, and all lies. as she hated murder. 

Where is all that energy now? AJI that strength of pucpose? 

All that pride of integrity? In the bliss of the purified! How 

blessed the thought that God can use and purify all thnt He has 

made. In all :iges that follow time, nothing good is lost, but· aJI 

that is God's shall Christ bring with Him. 

For fifty years mother was a faithful member of the Baptist 

·church, and in her intense nature, of course, no other church was 

quite so near right. But age softened that too: :ind latterly she 

forgot all denominational differences and rejoiced iri all church 

prosperity as so much gain for Christ tnat was coming. The 

cause that she believed to he right she upheld with her might, 

was ne~·er a lukewarm champion of friend or cause: but was 

quite sure to be arrnyed on the right side. and ~o had a right to 

be earnest. She had hated slavery from the beginning, and 

rejoiced in its destruction, though it cost her the sncrifice of pre

cious years out of the life of her first born and her baby hoy. who 

went into the war when a child and came home a man. wounded 

and broken in health. Her other hope for her country. that 

drunkenness should be purged away. wa~ not fulfilled in 

her life, but she rejoiced to hear of each step gained in that 

direction. 
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Her nervousness grew so alarmingly as the spring activities

and noises of the city increased, that I began to think of the pos• 

sibility of taking her to the country for the summer. Her own

farm being unavailable. I secured boa1d for her and myself in 

that second home of my own, mother Patterson's house, where 

for thirtv years my whole being, heart, soal and body, bad gone 

for rest when weary. :md had never been disappointed. Never 

had there been in all these years nne moment when faith :m<l love· 

even wavered, and truth and kindness that had been so soothing 

to myself, were balm to the mother too. She was in the country, 

which she loved and had so longed for. She had four nurses in

stead of one, and every one and each vied with the other to do 

her kindness. She had the country luxuries that were natural to 

her, beautiful and healthful surroundings. large grounds abloom 

with ffowers, where she could walk in the pure air amid the sing• 

ing of the birds that she loved. She slept at least one-third more 

than.. she did in the noisy city. So we began to hope she would 

have a good quiet summer, and maybe get back some of her lost 

powers. but suddenly all was over. 

The violent storm of Sunday evening, May zz, affected her 

nerves exceedingly; even more than usual, and storms had been 

terribly unn1:rving to her for the last year. Once in the quiet 

that succeeded the storm she said to me. "I will soon be home;" 

:incl when I snid •· Which home do you mean, mother?" she said. 

,-wcetly and peacefully ... I mean heaven:• After the storm had 

passed we found that God's kindest, sweetest messenger, para• 

lysis, had come, and though at first the symptoms were not at all 

alarming, she rur down so fast that on Monday night at half-past 

ten she ceased to breathe; simply that. and nothing more. No 

sign of suffering, not even a sigh. And her face all that day was 

full of pe:,ce-

•. The peace that passcth understanding.'·' 

The writer visited this cousin in the summer of 1S6o, and found 

:,bundant evidence of Lovzilla's statements in memoriam of her 



HESTER FORD. 

-wonderful industry and pcrsc\·crance. The reader will find a 

parallel case, so for as industry and perseverance arc concerned, 

in the life of her cousin, Mary Ford Young. q. v. The pen of the 

writer can add nothing more. A beautiful life ended in the SoN! 

SOLOMON GLADDEN. 

The Honorable Solomon Gladden was born November. 1792, 

in \Vashington county, Pa., and died in Richland county, 0., 

.January 29, 1874. His early history is unknown to the writer. 

He married Rachel Young, daughter of Hester Ford Young, 

J unc 3. 18zo. 
Rachel Young was born November 9. 1Soo, and died May 23, 

1887. 
He settled iz:i the woods in Monroe township in the year 1816 

or 181S, and hewed out a fine farm where he lived sixty years, until 

he died. Mr. G. as memory presents him. was over six feet in 

height, weight 185 pounds, eyes blue or hazel, hair light, brain 

large and well balanced, and of :in active temperament. He was 

c,ne of those estimable kind whom everybody loved. He had been 

11 soldier under Gen. Harrison in the w:ir .,f 1812, had held a com

mission as Justice of the Peace for twelve years, and was elec.ted 

to the Legislature of Ohio about the year 1831 or 1832. During 

the rebellion, when the rebel Gen . .Morgan inrnded Indiana and 

Ohio, he shouldered his gun. though seventy-three years of age, 

and went to Colurnhus, entered the army of Home Guards, and 

assisted in repelling the invasion of Cincinnati. The Governor. 

with whom he was acquainted, offered him a horse. "I thank 

you, Governor." he said, "I am a soldier. I am going on foot." 

And on foot he went. His patriotism carried him through the 

·service, and he returned home without accident. He abhorred 

slavery, but he lived to sec it ubolished. 
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The fonowing children were born to this family, viz.: 

1. Joseph, born on June;, 1S21; died August 30, 1S81. He· 
had seven children by his first wife, and two by his second, who 

survive him. 

2. Rasselas Young, born 1S23. Has two children, five grand

children. 

3. Esther Hanna, born October 23, 1S25. Has four children 

and six grandchildren. 

4- Ursula, born 182;. Has three children a,1d five grand

children. 

5. Madison Achillis, born 1S30, and died April 12, 1875. Has 
three children and four grandchildren. 

6. Lovzila Lorinda was born June 31, 1832. No children. 

7. Lovzenski. born 1834- Died February, 1851. 

8. Mary Jane. born August, 1837. No children. 

9. \Villiam Franklin, born June, 1842. Has three children. 

Joseph Gladden was Captain in the Twenty-third Ohio Volun-

teer Infantry. His sister, Lovzila, informs me that his son Solo

mon. only about fifteen years old, and Esther's son Aaron. of 

about the same age, went with him; they stayed through the war. 

Esther's other son Rasselas, was in the 120th regiment. Frank, 

my youngest brother, was in the sixty-fourth regiment until the 

close. Madison was always an invalid, but went to Virginia 

with the National Guards. These names include himself, three 

son~, anJ three grandsons, were an in the war. Certainly the 

patriotism of this family will never-be e:tlled in question, even by 

the enemies of the government. The world is better by their 

having lh·ed in i!: they taught by precept and example: children 

now unborn will rise up and can them blessed. 
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SALLY YOUNG. 

Fifth Child of Hester Ford Young. 

Sally, a twin, was born in Virginia in 1802, and died in Rich

land county, O~io, in 1~. She was a stout, vigorous child until 
she.had an atbck of measles. which thickened the vocal chords and 
impaired her voice so she could never sing. She got her educa

tion and training in household affairs with her sisters. She mar

ried C 11arles Baldwin, an eastern man, by whom she had two or 
three children. Her oldest son's name was Zalman; the next was 
a daughter, name forgotten. She mixecl but little in society; her 

happiness was drawn measurably from her environment and her 

immediate friends. She was a kind mother and a true friend. 

Her husband was a pure man, very industrious, a kind neigh
bor, a reliable friend. By occupation a lumberman. 

GEORGE YOUNG. 

Sixth Child of Hester Ford Young. 

George Young was born about the year I So5 at Cadiz, Ohio, 
and died at Mansfield, Richland county, Ohio, in 1849. He grew 

up as a farmer, and was educated in the schools of the country, a~ 

the other members of the family were. He married a Miss 
Crusan, and had a family, but do not know how many nor th~ 

names of the children. He and his cousin. Nicholas Ford, were 

chums and always together. Nothing is known of bis wife or 

her relations. He was regarded in the neighborhood where he 
lived as an honest, peaceable and industrious man; strictly tem~ 

perate, and a good neighbor. His brother Hiram informs me that 
he has one son, Sweeny, living a few mile,; north of Mansfield, 
Ohio, and is doing well. 
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CHARLES YOUNG. 

Seventh Child of Hester Ford Young. 

Charles Young was born in Cadiz, Ohio, in the year 1806, and 

died at Mansfield 18j-j.. He was educated and grew up on his 
father's farm to habits of industry and frugality, and farming was 
his life-business .. He married Rachel \Volf, and had a numerous 

family ( ten-all boys),· about which the writer knows nothing. 
In the fall of 1848 he mo_ved to Wabash county, Ind., and stayed 
one week viewing the country, but was not pleased with it, and 
then returned to Mansfield again and purchased a farm there. 

Nothing is known of him since. His children are all dead but 

three boys. He was a very companionable man, honest, temper

ate, industrious and neighborly. Since writing the above I learn 
that he has one son living at Newville, Ohio, named Da,·id, and 
another, Russell, lives near Lexington, Ohio, and is a farmer. 
John is a farmer also, and lives at Ontario, Ohio. 

HANNAH. 

Eighth Child of Hester Ford Young. 

Hannah Young was born at Cadiz, Ohio, in 1807, and was taken 

to Mansfield, in 1815, where she grew up and was educated with 
the other members of the family. After her mother's death she 
was her father's housekeeper, which position she filled with satis

faction to all :.:oncerned. She was naturally intelligent, and 
amiable in disposition. She was married to Thomas Roland, by 

whom, it is said, she had two daughters and three sons. Roland 

died, leaving her a widow with five small children to support. 

They were living in 186o at Lexington, Richland county, Ohio. 

Nothing is known of them since. In good qualities, she would 

compare favorably with any member of the Young family. 
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JAMES YOUNG. 

Ninth Child of Hester Ford Young. 

James Ford Young was born at Cadi1., Ohio, in the year 11k>9, 
and came with the family to Mansfield, Ohio, in 1815. He 
received a common school education, and when of proper age he 

learned the smithing business with his older brother David; when 

free, he erected a ~hop of his nwn in the west side of Stark 

county, Ohio. He married a Miss Catherine Walker, of Osen
burg, but shortly after an enemy put arsenic in his coffee, from 

the effects of which he died in a few days; this occurred in the 

fall of 1~30. Nothing is known of his family since. He was a 
useful, kind-hearted man, ever rea.Jy to accommodate a friend. 

ALPHEUS YOUNG. 

Tenth Child of Hester Ford Young. 

Alpheus Young, now of Larwill, \Vhitley county, Incl., was 

born at Cadiz, Ohio, on May r6, rSr r, and moved with the family 
to Richland county, Ohio. in the fal) of 181;. and was raised on 

his father's farm until some time after his mother's death (1822). 
His opportunity for an education was not as good as that of the 

older members of the family, yet he got a fair English education 

for that time, as will appear further on. He was the sawyer, and 
ran his brother-in-law's mill for one year. The writer came to 

Indiana in the year 1833, and in a short time Alpheus came also; 
he entered my school and completed his arithmetic, English 

grammar, and, perhaps, geography; was of much assistance to 

me, for there were too many scholars for one teacher. He had an 

impediment in his speech, and left for Cincinnati to be cured of it 

in the spring of 1834; from this time until February 14, rS~, I 
knew not what had become of him, or where he was; but acci-
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dentally I found him within forty miles of Wabash city. This is 
his letter in part: 

LARWILL, WHITLF.Y CoUNT\', IND., 
February 14, 1889. 

"DR.JAMES FoRD: 
" Dear Cousin-I must confess I was happily surprised 

to get a letter from you. I almost despaired of ever hearing from 

you again. I understood some years ago that you was in 
Wabash, but did not know whether ~·ou were there yet, or what 

had become of you. I regret to s.1y that I am not able to accom

modate you with satisfactory information you desire about my 

people. They are all dead except Hiram and myself. Hiram 
lives in Nevada, east of Upper Sandusky. 

" I shall be much pleased to get one of your books, for I know 

it will be interesting. 

·• Yours with respect. 

"ALPHEus Youse" 

He states in another part of his letter that "My wife died in 
the year 1S77, and I am living with my children, and now with 

my son William Edwin Young, am! have not kept house for nine 

years. I am very comfortably provided for.'' 
These are his children's names as given by himself: 

•' Andrew Jackson was born April :16, 1844. lie now lives at 
Lima. Ohio. 

Louisa Jane was born February;, 1846. She married a lawyer 

whose name is H. Raynolds, postoffice address Custer City. 
D. C. T. 

John Wesley, born January 15, 1S4S. Dead. 
William Edwin, born May S, 1S49. Lives at Larwill, Whitley 

county, Ind. 

Florence Amelia, born August 5, 1852. She now lives at Ligd

nier, Noble county, Ind., and married George Hersy, a plasterer. 

Curtice Alvy, born February 26, 1855. He now lives in 
Charleston, S. C., and is a machinist. 
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Francis Roland, born July :i, 1~57. Did live in San Francisco, 
·Cal. 

Victoria Alice, born November 23, 1859. She was married to 
George W. Sterling, a farmer; postoffice address Larwill, Whit

ley county, Ind. 

All living so far as I know, but John Wesley. My children are 
· scattered over a wide expanse of territory.'' 

••My health is very good; it never was better than it i!I now; 

I was always healthy." 

"Well, Cousin James, I would be very glad to see you. I 
often think of the good times we used to have in our youthful 

-days.'' 
Yes, so do I. We were like two peas in the same pod, shel

tered and nourished alike, but when it burst we dropped out

you there, I here; thus we shall never return to the parent stem 
again until we enter the land of•• Panema, the land of hereafter.'' 

ALPHEUS YOU:',G's CHU.OREN. 

I visited this family May 10, 1~. He was living at this time 
with his son, William Edwin, of whom I shall speak presently. 

We met at the depot; although we had been separated fifty-five 

years, we recognized each other at once; it was a warm and 

· happy greeting; each had supposed the other dead, but the sun

. shine of youth -had kissed our hearts warm and tender, then we 
were one again, and ••thanked Him who doeth all things well'' 

for our happy re-union; we talked of our childhood sports, our 

boyho .. d days, our vicissitudes to manhood, and the hardships and 

privations incident to that age; mentally, we lived our lives over 

.again in part, and forgot that we were old and ready to pass away. 
Three happy days were spent with this cousin; then with full 

hearts, the parting hand was taken. 
It should have been mentioned above that he is a natural musi

•cian; his instrument is the clarionet; he also plays on the piano. 
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ANDREW J. YOUNG. 

Andrew J. Young's early history is unknown to the writer. He· 

is a cooper by occupation. He enlisted in the Eighty-ninth regi

ment, Company I, of the Indiana infantry for three years. He 
was taken prisoner at Mumfordville, Ky., and paroled, and was

soon exchanged. He served his time out and was honorably dis-. 

charged. Nothing more is known of his history. 

WILLIAM E. YOUNG. 

William Edwin Young lives at Larwill, Whitley county, Ind. 

He married Alice Amanda Young January 17, 1877. Her maiden, 
name was Young, but she belonged to another stock of Youngs. 

in no way related to her husband. 

She was born March 5, 1859. Thus far they are childless. She· 
is a very sprightly woman and a tidy housekeeper; is now learn

ing telegraphy, instructed by her spouse. 

Young has been in the employ of the Fort Wayne and Chicago 

railroad as telegrapher and ticket agent for the last sixteen years,_ 

at !f:70 per month. In build and in appearance he resembles the 
Ford type very much. Their house is nicely furnished, with fine

carpets, elegant furniture, and a '' parlor grand upright piano.'' 

They dress wen: go in good society, and are respected by every

body. He owns a good farm in the neighborhood and 16o acres
of land in Kansas: also land in Florida. 

FRANCES R. YOUNG. 

Francis R. Young served five years in the United States regu

lar army, since the war of 1S61-65, as musician. 
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VICTORIA ALICE YOUNG. 

Victoria Alice Young grew up in _the family, and when of 
proper age married George \\'. Sterling, by whom she has had 

two children, Georgiana and Myrtle Adelaide. They own an 
-elegantly constructed two story brick house, well furnished, in 
the suburbs of Larwill, Ind., and a good farm close by with good 

"buildings and well stocked with horses and cattle. They have an 

abundance of this world's goods to make them comfortable and 

happy. Mrs. Sterling bears the name of a '' good housekeeper, is 
·very industri~us, and a kind neighbor.'' 

Nothing is known by me of Alpheus' other children. 

HIRAM YOUNG, 

Eleventh Child of Hester Ford Young. 

It was not known what had become of this member of the 

Young family, but ·a letter was received from his next oldest 
brother giving his postoffice address. The following was re

-ceived in answer to a letter written to him: 

NEVADA, 0.; April 7, 1889. 

"Dn.JA:,.rns FoRD, Wabash, Ind.: 

" DEAR Cous1N-Yours of March 29th received. I have 
been so very busy I am a little tardy in answering. but trust I am 

not so late as to inconvenience you in getting the History to 

press. I was surprised and gratified to receive word from you; 

it lhas been an age since I have seen or heard from you. Our 

. ages are such that we may never be able to look upon each other 

in this life, but hope we may have that pleasure. 

" In regard to my history-it is short and uneventful 
"I was born September 16, 1S14., in Cadiz, Harrison county, 0 . 

. 'My parents moved to Richland county, Ohio, in the fall of 1l:>15, 
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where I resided thirty-two years. In April, 1840, when :z6 years
of age, I married Martha Tucker and worked at my trade, carpen, 

tering, for about six years, then kept a hotel at Lucas, 0., for four 
years, when I moved to this county, Wyandotte, and was one of 

the pioneers who struggled for bread and butter in the then almost 

unbroken forest, with here and there a log cabin to mark the 
presence of man. I purchased a small tract of land, and with a, 

p:trtner built a saw mill, with which we sawed out a home.
opened a general ·store to soon supply the demands of a newly 

laid out railroad, upon which work began soon after my arrival; 

among our customers we counted a number of Wyandotte· 

Indians. I cleared my little farm, built a good house, and was. 

just beginning to rest a little from the pioneer life I had led, when 
my house.just new, took fire and in about one hour I was left 
without a roof to cover me, and no ready means to build another .. 

I sold this land in a short time and moved te this place, Ne

vada. and opened a boarding house and with a._little farming, pur

chased thirty acres near town. I continued the struggle for exist

ence with no marked change except the rapid advance of civili

zation ~een around. I still cheerfully met the trials of life, and· 

have the satisfaction of living in my own home and seeing my 

seven lh·ing children married and living at convenient distances. 

"I wa& too old. and my-oldest s<>n William. who is writing this, 

was too young to take part in the late war. 

' ·• All my sisters are dead: Alpheus and I arc all the boys who. 

are living. 

" Well. this is all that I can recollect that will be of any inter

est to you, and what has beer. written is of rather a disconnected. 

character and probably lacking in grammatical construction. I 
am anxious to see a copy of your History. Trusting to hear from, 

you again at an early date, I remain truly yours, 

"HIRAM YOUNG, 

"per WM. YouNG.,,. 

The above letter is given verbatim as it came to me. 
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This is Hiram Young's family record: 
Martha Tucker, 1-Iirum's wife, was horn September 1, 1821; 

postofficc address, Nemda, 0. 

::\fary Elizaheth, born July 16, 1842: died August 16, 1843. 

Lucian E .• born September 8, 184-J; Nevada. 0. 

William M., horn July 11, 1847; Bucyrus, 0. 

Eva S., born July 26, 1850: Bucyrus, 0. 
Norman B., born April 12, 1852; Nevada, 0. 

Rinaldo P., born February 27, 1855; Bucyrus, 0. 

Isaac R., born September 3, 1856; Huntington, Ind. 
Lindon S., born March 19, 1868; Nevada, 0. 

JOHN YOUNG, 

Twelfth Child of Hester Ford Young. 

John was born in Richland county, Ohio, in the year 1816, and 

died in 1864: h~ was a sickly child, had rickets (rachitis), was 
non compos men/is; but grew to manhood, married and had a 

family. was kind and affectionate. Nothing further is known by 
me of this last member of the.Young family. 

This ends the history of Hester Ford's posterity. 
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ROBERT FORD. 
Robert Ford wa·s born in Maryland on the Ford farm, April 4. 

17So. and died near Plano, Kendall county, Ill., Nov. 15, 1865. 
He was taken hy his mother to Brook county, Va., in the year 

1783 or 1784. where he was rnised and educated with the other 
members of the family. On the 7th day of September, 18o:i, he 
married Mary Evans at the age of twenty-two. 

Nothing more is known of him by the writer till he settled in 

Huron county. Ohio, on the farm where he li\·ed up to about the 

year 1is:z9 or 11:i30; then he sold it and moved to Pleasant Grove, 

Tazewell county, Ill. After remaining here for one or two years 

he moved to the Fox River country and settled on the south side 
of the river near Plano Station, in Kendall county, Ill. He 

boul?ht a beautiful tract land of here, partly in the timber and part

ly in the prairie. His family now nearly all grown, brought 

this farm to a high state of cultivation and erected good buildings. 

My daughter Mary and I visited this family in January, 1855. 

We found Aunt well, but Uncle had catarrhal trouble in the cist 

and was confined to his bed. I used the catheter on him every 

day as long as I stayed. 
In politici. he was a Republican. His grand-daughter, Kiziah 

Clark Salfisburg. with whom he lived until he died, says: •' He 

had a great memory, blind as he was, and conversed on all sub
jects as clearly as if he had seen them himself; as you know, he 

was a soldier in the war of 1812, and still carried his patriotism 
until the last; voted for every president from Jefferson down to 
Abraham Lincoln's second term. I remember his last vote; 

hrothcr Jame~ and I took him to the election, and as the men car-
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ried him from the buggy to the polls, he remarked: • Gentlemen, 
this is my last vote.' And it wns, and there w111, not II dry eve 

among them. 
••He. was generous to n fault; he gave to persons that did not 

deserve it, until he had barely enough for himself and grand
mother." Ford was n modest, good-natured man, and loved 

innocent sport, yet he was plucky; when fairly aroused he was 
destitute of fear; was remarkably active and quick. In his 
younger days a man struck him with his fist. Ford instantly 

sprang up and struck him in the face with both feet, knocking 

him speechless on the ground without a word being spoken. 

That was the end of that altercation. 
All his children were educated in th.:: schools of the country. 

As I learned from their neighbors, were industrious and useful 

citizens. 
Mary Evans was born February 13, 1781, and was married to 

Robert Ford September 7, 18oz, and died March 13, 1870. I 

have no knowledge of this aunt's history, but she is represented 
as an excellent woman, sensible and fleet of foot. 

This is their family record: 

Henry Ford, born June 7, 1803; died March 19, 18.19. 
Jane Ford, born October 1, 1864; died June 6, 1877. 
John Ford, horn April 2+ 1So6: died February 22, 1848. 

James Ford, born April 3, 1SoS: died--
Rachel Ford, born l\Iarch 20, 18o9; died--

Rebecca Ford, born December 3, 1S11: lives in Iowa. 

Marion E. Ford, born )larch 11, 1814: died April 15, 1S54 

HENRY FORD. 

Of Henry Ford's early history the writer knows nothing. 
When his father lived in Huron county, Ohio, Henry visited our 

family at Mansfield several times. He was a fine specimen of 

the Ford type, genial in manner, and very communicative. 
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Henry Ford, oldest son of Robert Ford, 5r., married Nancy 

Stansberry at Pleasant Grove, by whom he had four daughters 

and three sons. He settled in Kendall county, 111., near Fox 
River, where nearly all his children were born and raised. 

Catherine Ford Holingshead, his oldest child, and Robert 

moved to Q.!:gon; the first to Br\!lgeport, Polk...sE.!!_nty. the i<econd 

to~Jem. -
Sarah Ford McKenzie is dead. 

Sarilda Ford Saydell lives at Audobon county, Iowa, Brayton 
postoffice. 

William L. Ford, who gh·es me this history of Henry Ford's 

family, was born February 8, 1839. and lives at Pa\·ilion, Kendall 

county, Ill., and lives on the old homestead farm; has two chil
dren. a boy and a girl. both married. 

Thomas I. Ford was born July 3, 1841, and was shot by a sharp

shooter at the siege of Vicksburg July 3, 1863. This man's pat
riotism demands a more extended history. 

Lodima Ford Fisher lives at P~_!:.egon. 

Henrietta Ford Smith lives at Martell, Jones count~·. Iowa. 
This is all the information that could be had of this family. 

JANE FORD. 

Jane Ford was raised in Huron county, Ohio. When her 
grand-mother, Rachel Ford. was confined in her last sickness, 

Jane came to :\Iansfield. Obie,, to help nurse her until she died 

April 1;, 1Szz; thi_s is the last the writer knew of this cousin till 

January, 1855. During this interval she had married Bethuel 

Clark April 3, 1823, and they had born to them eight sons and 

six daughters. This i,a Jane Ford Clark's family record as given 
me by her youngest daughter, Kiziah Clark Salfisburg. 

Bethuel Clark was born August u, 1Soo, and died January zz, 

1S48. He married Jane Ford April 3, 1823. Jane Ford Clark 
was born Octoher 1, 1So3: died June 6, 1877. 
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·uary S, 1859; died without issue. 
Mary J. Clark Hanna. born .May 15, 1825; postoffice, Po.!'.!!and, 

Oregon. 
Eleanor Clark Holenback was born January 2;;, 1S27; died 

August 2, 1S67: had th1·ee sons and two daughters. 

Hannah Clark Vanetta, born March 10, 1S29; has one son and 

-- daughters; postoffice, Joliet, Illinois. 

John Colby Clark, born September :i6, 1S30; ha~ two sons; 
no address given. 

Thomas Wilson Clark was born July 29, 183z: died July :1:i, 

-1846. 

Nancy Clark Hewit. horn June :15. 1S,,4; has three sons .and 
.five daughters, and lives in Kansas. 

Hethuel Clark, born March 15, 1836; a soldier in the Indian 

war. and was drowned in the Willia~ette river, 0300, while 
-carrying a government despatch: date of death not given. 

Rachel Cla~k Roberts. born March 6th, 1S3S. Postoffice, Ced

-erville, California. 
James Ford Clark, born October 25th, 1839: has three sons and 

one daughter. Postoffice, Mausechunk Chunk. \Vabash county • 
. Iowa. He married his cousin, Mariah Ford Halderman. 

Henry H. Clark. born July :i-1-th. 1S-1-1, and died August 30th. 
1S63, in the war of the rebellion, in the service of his country. He 
had no issue. 

David B. Clark. born June 9th, 1S43: has three sons and one 
-daughter. Postoffice. Millhrook, Illinois. David is still living 

on the old home farm owned by his father; he lost an eye in the 

.army,.nnd came home with a broken down constitution. 

Samuel Clark, born May 16th, 1S45, died September 7th, 1S45. 
Ki~iah Clark Salfisburg. born July :iSth, 1S46: has three sons 

·and three daughters. Postoffice, Pavillion, Illinois. 

This cou~in wrote me a letter dated Pavillion.January :11. 1S~. 
in which she says ••I take ·the liberty of thus addressing you; my 
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name is Kiziah Clark Salfisburg, and am the youngest daughter 

of Jane Ford Clark, your Cousin.'' After her father died and the· 
war of the rebellion broke out, "l\Iy mother," she says," was 
left alone with eight small children depending upon her for sup

p,,rt: all who could help us were married and gone, and as we
grew up, we had to help her, going to school only when she 

could spare us. What schooling I got was after night when the 
work was out of the way. I went some after the war: during it 

I had to help thresh, hauling grain to the machine, and was away 

for three and four weeks at a time: the men all gone, only the old. 
ones left. Grandfather and grandmother lived with us and we· 
had them to see to. l\Iy brother cut his foot and was laid up for 

six weeks, and just before that, mother broke her arm; we could 
not hire a man, so I had it all to do. It w.is March, spring work 

coming on. and wood to get two miles away. I must cut it down,. 

get it home and make it into fine fuel; then fences to right up, 
the wheat to put in: could hire a man to sow the grain, but not 

long enough to plow and drag it in, so that came on me. By the
time brother could walk, I was taken down with spinal com• 

plaint, and was sick a year. After that I went to school a while, 

but could not stand it: that was the only chance for an education. 
left for me.'' 

I have taken the liberty to publish this part of h<!r letter; it will. 

illu~trate her style of writing, and also the terrible hardships im• 

posed 011 this family by the war. This lady fully under

stands this, and her soul is aroused by sorrow and regrets when 
herrnind reverts to the loss of her two brothers and the ruining_ 

of the health aud constitution of a third. 

JOHN FORD. 

John Ford was born April 24, 1S26, and died February 28, 

1S46. He was educated in Huron county, Ohio, as the other 

members ,,f the family were; was a remarkably stout and activ.e• 



HOBERT FOND. 

·man. He was married to Margaret Douglas, his cousin, in the 

winter of 1S33 or 1S34, by whom he had one son, James D. Ford, 

and one daughter, Mariah Ford. Both these children died. His 
wife Margaret died. Some time after this he married a second 

wife. Izilah Whitehead; one son, Robert Ford, sprang from this 

-union. My informant, William L. Ford. is unable to give dates 

or address of any of the members of this family. 

JAMES FORD. 

James Ford was born April 3, 1SoS; died-date not given. He 
m_o.!£.<!#i;:Qregon in March, 1S;z. James married Mariah Kline 
at Pleasant Grove and came to Fox River some time after. His 

family consisted of five sons and three daughters, viz: 

William. John. George, Elizabeth, ;\fary, Robert, S:irah, and 

-Stewart. The ..e_ostoffice address of all these heirs is.. or w~ 

Brid~port, Polk County, Qre:;on._ William L. Ford s:iys ••the 
girls are all married, but do not know their husband's names, and 

-can not give the dates. 

RACHEL FORD BURNS. 

Rachel Ford was born March 20. 1S09. and died, date not given. 
:She married William Burns, and had the following children, vi.-..: 

Robert; John: David; Mary J.: Anna 1'. There is one boy 

and one girl younger: don't know their namei.. Have requested 

them to send dates and names. This family's address is Bridge

port, Polk county, Oregon. 
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REBECCA FORD DILLON. 

Rebecca Ford w111; born December 3, 1S11, and is probably 

dead. She married William Dillon by whom she had the follow
ing children. viz.: Pri&cilla; William; Nathan; Levi; Minerva;. 

Emma. 

William L. Ford says, "This is all the information I can give

of Rebecca's family. I have written to Priscilla Dillon Fargi11on, 

postoffice address Leditia, C_lark county, Kansas, but have not 

heard from them.' ' 

MARIAH ELMER FORD. 

Mariah E. Ford, the youngest child of Robert Ford, was born. 

April 15, 1li54. Nothing more is given of this lady's history. 

Robert Ford's grand-sen, William L. Ford, wrote me June 15~ 

1S89, thus: 

•· DR. FoKo:-1 received .your letter, and am pleased to learn 
that you are writing a History of the ForJ family. Will say right 

here that I want it by all me:ins. In regard to th .. records of' 
births and deaths of grand-father's family, I think I can get them, 

but it will be a little time first. Rachel Burns and James Ford 
were in Oregon. Rebecca Villon was in Iowa. I think they are 

all dead. Do you want the names of grand-father's children's 

children? I am a son of Henry Ford. I live on the home farm. 
I am the only ,,ne of Henry's children living in this State; the 

most of them are in Oregon; in fact, the most of grand-father's 
relatives are in Oregon. There are two of Jane Clark's children 

living here. I will give name~ and dates in my next letter. 

"Yours with respects, 

•• PA ,·1L1os, Kendall Co. IJI. .. w. L. FORD." 

Here is a part of a letter Kiziah Clark wrote subsequently. 
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which I inhert without lc11ve. It is given in her lnconic style, 

just as she wrote it: 

" Aunt Mnriah's oldest son Abrum, I nm ash:imed to sny, wns 
in the rebel nrmy; w11s intluenced by a step-brother; married a 

rebel colonel's daughter; is not worthy the name of cousin: doe11 
not deserve a notice in a history of patriots nnd Union soldiers. 
Cousin John, the second son, is true blue: also Barton. 

" Don't think, cousin, J nm hot-he; .. decl, but hate a traitor and n 

coward: besides Cousin Abram fought against his own friends 
on his father's and mother's side-tried to destroy the best gov

ernment God's sun ever shone.on. We sent two boys [to the 

army J. I gladly took their places in the field and on the farm. 

They went-death claimed one, the other lost,pne eye but stayed to 
the last." 

These pntriotic sentiments were not written for the public eye, 
but should not be lost. · 

The perpetu_ity of this government is assured as long as the 

mothers' hearts are imbued with the love of country and freedom; 

every fiber of this lady's being, though in the humble walks of 

life, is filled with the spirit of patriotism, willing to make every 
sacrifice, even dent itself, to protect her home and children. 

Kiziah Clark Salfisburg is :i noble specimen of the race from 

which she sprung, at least the maternal side. 

Robert Ford, Sr., and all his descendants, was and are farmers; 

takiu~ a deep interest in all public affairs, yet they do not aspire 

to public offices with few exceptions. Nearly all the information 

contained in these pages has been furnished hy :Mrs. Salfisburg 

aud \V111iam L. Ford. Thanks! 

A LWITER f"ROM THE HOS. GEORGE )t. HOLLENBACK. 

I wiJI take the liberty to insert here a letter written by the Hon. 
George M. Hollenback; it explains itself, and gives information 
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that no person now living could give but himself. This letter wa" 

not written for publication, but I hope he will forgive the error, 
if error it be, of puhlishing it. 

YoRKvu.r.F.. Ii., ... August r. rSS9. 

JAMES Fo1t0. M. D .. Wabash, Ind.: 

M...- DF.AR !--1R:-Y 011r cousin Mrs. Sallisburg, has placed 

in my hands your letter,July 10, ult.: to her, also, a small manu

,.cript purporting to give a brief history of the Blackhawk war, 

with t',e request that I correct it for your use. You will, perhaps. 

remember from the fact that I metsou and your daughter at her 

mother·s when she (Mrs. Salfisburg) was quite a little girl, thirty

four years ago. on the occasion of your visit. I was the teacher 

of the public school. and took dinner at Mrs. Clark's house with 

you and your daughter at the time of which you speak. Well, we 

are all getting older since that time: many of our friends in that 

robust middle age have passed away, while we arc the spared 

monuments of the mcrcJ· of an all-wise Providence. 

Now, in regard to the subject matter of your letter: to begin 

with. must say there is some truth and considerable error in your 

manuscript. Y c.u h:1\·e evidently got my father's experience 

strangely interwoven with that of Mr. Ford's. The old gentle

man Ford did not come to the Fox River country until the year 

r833-one year after the Blackhawk war: as near as my recol

lection serves me. from the traditions of my own family and what 

I have gathered from uncle himself. he came to Illinois in 

rSz9 or 1830. He stopped a while, I do not knGw how long, on 

the salt fork or branch of the Vermillion river, where there were 

at that time salt works: from there the family moved to Pleasant 

Grove, in Tazewell county, where hi,., son Henry was married to 

Nancy Stanberry. The family residence was at Pleasant Grove 

during the time of the Black Hawk war. I ne\·er heard of any of 

the sons being in the service except John: he belonged to a horse 

company. :tnd was in the fight when ".\fajor Stillman was defeated 
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at Old Man's Creek. James Ford was married at Pleasant Grove 

to Mary Kline and came to Fox Rh·er some time after his father. 

Robert Forcl. 1111d his family, consisting of his wife, daughter 

Mariah and John, came to Fox River the latter part of the sum

mer or early fall of 1~33 and went into my father's cabin, which 

wui; vacant. and wa~ in possession of it when my father returned 

from Ohio with his family: they moved out into their own cabin 

in a little while. and John went to Ohio that winter nncl there 

married his cousin, Margaret Douglas. John came back in the 

spring with his young wife, but her health failing. he returned 

with her to Ohio, where she died leaving a two-year-old boy 

named James JJ. 

There was nothing very eventful in the life of Robert Ford 

after I was old enough to remember him. He was a good neigh

bor and :a kind man, and I remember him with much pleasure. 

He was :a man past middle life when I first remember him, and 

then he had gr~nd,children nearly grown. He was a meritorious 

soldier of the w:ir of 1S12. and belonged to Capt. Putotr's com

pany of Ohio volunteers. His wife was Mary Evans. and they 

lived together over sixty years: she was a good wife and mother. 

In hi" younger d.tys the old gentleman was something of a 

sport-attending horse races and very convh·ial. :incl liked :111 

manly athletic sports of the period. Hunting. running. jumping, 

wrestling. and once in a while engaging in experiences of a more 

serious character in determining who was the best man when 

one·s veracity or manhood was called in question. 

I am very sorry I am not able to give ,·ou something more than 

this hasty sketch. and yet I doubt if any living pcr~on c:in ~i\'e 

more than I can. With a ~ingle exception the old man·, children 

are all dead. Mrs. Burns was living at lai-t ,1ccounts near Lafay-

ette, Yamhill county, Oregon. -------If this will be of any satisfaction to you. ! shall be quite well 

paid for the little time I have employed in getting these few ide:1s 

together. 
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Please remember me to your daughter Mary if she is living. 
I was much pleased with the perusal of your letter giving. as it 

did, some of your history the past thirty-four years. 
In haste, yours. etc., 

GEoaGE M. HoLLENB,\CK 
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TOBACCO. 

( Botanical Name, .1.Vicotia11a Tobac1"11.) 

In the following pages we will give from the bei;t authoritieii 
-known at present, the effect.• of tobacco 011 the brain and ner.Jf1us 

.,;_,vstem, a11d through these the terrible i,roasion ef the gnr..vth ,if 
yo1111g people and the general health of the adult. 

The active principle of this plant consists of an alkoloid called 

11icoti11e. The great chemist Orfila detected nichotia in the bodies 
of dead animals from two to three months after they had been 

killed by it; it has the remarkable property of resisting decompo

sition in decaying animal tissues: it also contains an empyrumatic 
-oil, which Mr. Brodie proved to be a most virulent poison; two 

drops of it injected into the rectum of a dog killed it in five min

utes. This oil is generated by burning tobacco in pipes and 

• cigars. and is carried in the mouth and throat by smoking. 
M. Malapert obtained from the condensed products of a portion 

of common French smoking tobacco which he burned. as much 

as nine per cent of llichotia or nicotine. Nicotine is a salt, and 

the active principle of tobacco. 

The following extracts are taken from the United States Dis. 

pensatory, which is accepted as standard authority by all scientific 
.. men wherever tht: English language is spoken. (See page 819, 

14th edition.) 

'• )1EDICAI. PROPERTIES AXD UsES. • • 

• • Tohacco unites with the powers of a sedative narcotic. those 

• of an emetic and diuretic. In addition. when snuffed up the nos

. trils. it excites violent sneezing and a copious secretion of mucous; 

when chewed it irritates the mucous membrane of the mouth and 
increases the Row of saliva, and when injected into the rectum it 

-s~metimes operates as a cathartic. Moderately taken it quiets 
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restlessness, calms mental and corporeal inquietude, and produces

a state uf genernl languor or repose, which has great charms for 

the habituated to the impression. In larger quanties it gi\'es rise 

to confusion of the head, vertigo, stupcir, faintness, nausea, vom

iting, and general depression of the nervous and circulatory func-

tions, which if increased eventuates in alarming and even fatal 

prostration. The symptoms of its excessive action are severe 

retching, with a most ciistressing and continued nausea, great fee• 

bleness of pulse, coolness of skin, fainting. :md sometimes con

vulsions. It prolmbly operates both through· the medium of the 

nervous system and by entering the circulation. As its local 

action is a stimulant, we can thus account for the fact that it 

excites the function of the kidneys at the same time that it 
reduces nervous and secondarily the arterial ·power. The experi

ments of Brodie led to the inference that the functions of the 

heart is affected by tobacco through the medium of the nervous 

system. • * • It must ha\'e properties peculiarly adapted to

the propensities of our nature. to have thus surmounted the first 

repugnance to its odor and taste, and to have become the passion 

of so man_y millions. 

· · H'hm c111jloycd i11 r.-.:ct's.,· it ,·,ifeeblc.• digcslio11. produces cma

datio11 011,! .:.:e11aal dd1ilit_v. 011,I lays the foundatio11 if serious 
11cr:•011.< disord,·r.,·. The late Dr. Chapman informs Ilk: that he 

had met with scvcral inst:inces vf 111cntai disorder closely resem

bling- delirium tremens which resulted from its .•buse, and which 

-.uhsided in a few days alter it had been abandor,ed.'' 

It is but little used as a medicine on account of its virulent 

action. The Pennsyl\':inia hospital for the insane, annual report 

1850. gi\'es four cases of insanity the origin of which was ascribed 

to the use of tobacco. Among the ill effects ascribed to the habit

ual excessive use of tobacco are • • premature gray hairs, baldness 

and color- blindness.'· 

Tobacco has been used externally as a cataplasm or poultice to 

painful tumor~, gout and rheumatism, but great care has to be· 
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•exerci,ed in the use of it in this way, as it produces alarming 

symptoms and even death. The writer knows of u number of 

,children being killed with it hy applying it on the skin. 

SECOND \VITSF.ss. 

·(See .. Hygiene ancl Puhlic Health,'' by Albert H. Buck, M. D., 

Page 41.) 
•' When persons first begin to work at tobacco they almost 

invariably suffer from headache, and often from nausea and vom• 

iting They pass sleepless nights and are frequently troubled 
with diarrh<l'a. These !'ymptoms are more common in females 
than in males, and indicate a slight degree of poisoning by nico• 

'tine. In a week or two these symptoms wear away. and in the 

majority of cases no further trouble is experienced. 
• • That the occupation [ of cigar making] bears hardly upon the 

female sex is the unh·ersal observation. According to Kostal, 

-out of 100 female cigar makers from 1z to 16 years of age, 7z fell 

sick within six.months after beginning work. Is this the result 

of the excessive use of tobacco? They suffer from headaches. 

prrecordial anguish, palpitation. anrenia, lassitude, insomnia. fever
ishness and anorexia. These symptoms, mainly of chloramemia, 

.and Layet does not hesitate to attribute them to the effect of pre
mature labor and the bad sanitary condition of their homes. 

•· Kostal states that abortions are frequent among the women 

employed in tobacco factories on account of the death of the 
fa•tus. and Ruess has discovered nicotine in the amniotic Auid. 

Heurtoux, Bendit and Schneider have found this alkaloid in the 

urine, and Kostal affirms that the milk of nursing women has a 

-strong odor of tobacco. although the presence of nicotine cannot 

be chemically demonstrated. 
· • It has appeared to me from observations made in cigar fac• 

tories and in dispensary practice. that sexual development is 

decidedly retarded in young girls who enter the factories before 
the sexual evolution has begun, and an investigation made by Dr. 

N. B. Emerson and myself on the condition of the cigar makers 
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who work at their trade at home in crowded tenements, we were• 

very much ~urprised at the sm.tllncss of the families. In the 124 

families of which one of us took notes, there are only 136 chi!. 

dren, or an average of 1.09 to each married couple, and in the 201 

families visited hy the other there were 329 children, making an 

:1vcrage of 1.64 to each married couple. When we consider the· 

swarms of children that usually grow up in tenement houses in 

the families of labo~ing and artisan classes, the paucity of offspring 

in a particular class becomes significant. The following are the· 

figures we obt:1ined: 

"Xumber of houses, 18. Number of families, 12+ Number 

of per~ons, 414. Aggr~gate to each, 3.33. Number of chil

dren. 136. Average to family, 1.09. 

·• ~umber of houses,23. Number of families, 201. Number of 

persons. So5. Aggregate to each, 4-0. ~umber of children. 329. 
Average to family. 1.63. 

"One family was found in which there were seven children. 

This hcing so remarkable an exception to the general rule, the 

family history was inquired into and it was ascertained that the 

parent~ had only worked at cigar making four years, having pre

viously been farmers. and having had the greater portion nf their 

numerous progeny while engaged in the latter occupation.'' 

\Vhat is meant by ··excessive," as applied to the use of tobacco? 

Here is a large class who do not chew, smoke or snuff, but they 

handle it and inhale its odor, which kills their babes before they 

are born: the mothers abort and their health is ruined. The defi

ciency of children is here explained. 

THIRD WITXESS. 

( See Handbook of Therapeutics by Sydney Ringer, M. D .• 

Page 504-) 

• • Several deaths have occurred through the· application 0£ 

tobacco to the abraded skin: it must be used externally with cau
tion. 
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• • Tobacco produces nausea nnd sicknesi,., accompanied by great 
weakness and faintness. It confuses the ideas, dims the sight, 

enfeebles the pulse, and makes the skin cold and clnmmy, with 

profuse sweating. Owing to its prostr:iting effects it removes 
spasm. Tobacco in the form of clyster or administered by the 

stomach has been employed in colic of the intestines and in stran

gulated hernia: but in spasmodic diseases. chloroform has quite 

superseded it. Tobacco smoking excites an abundant secretion 

of saliva, hence some persons maintain that tobacco smoking aids 

digestion. 

• • Smoking in excess is no doubt a ,·ery injurious habit, disor

dering digestion, lessening the appetite, inducing restlessness at 
night with disagreeable dreams, and weakening both mind and 

body. Chronic pharingitis ( disease of the throat), the mucuos 
membrane looking like dirty red velvet, with constant hawking; 

and also with chronic dyspepsia may. in many instances, be 
clearly traced to excessive smoking. Even amaurosis [blindness] 
is said to be catised by excessive smoking. The habitual smoker 

has generally a thickly coated tongue. The symptoms produced 

by excessive smoking soon cease when the habit is discontinued. 
• • Nicotine tetanizes, by its action on the spinal cord. It para

lyzes the cord, the motor nerves, the ~eripheral nerve endings 
being first affected: it also paralyzes the muscles.-See V ulpian, 

Rosenthal, Kroeker, Rene. 

•' Nicotine, the active principle of tobacco, tetanizes the heart; 
i. e., rigidly contracts it, and death is the immediate result. Many 

fall dead from this cause without a moment's warning." 

FOURTH WJTSESS. 

Tobacco a Cause of .Disease. 

(See George Wilson, A. M., M. D., pp. 90-91.) 

" No doubt when the habit is carried to excess, it produces 

functional derangement of the nervous system, palpitation of the 
heart, certain forms of dyspepsia, and irritation of the throat and 

lungs. 
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" Too many pipes or cigars ,viii cause nausea and depressing 

sickness even in the most habituated in iti; use, while it is well 

known that a fe\v whiffs will suffice to produce the same symp

toms in those who try it. It is, therefore, not to be trifled with. 

Without attributing all the dire effects to it which arc laid to its 

charge in such a wholesale and indiscriminate way by its oppo

nents, there arc certain precautions in regard to it, use which I 

think cannot he toe:, strongly insisted on. 

· • In the first pl:ice, there is no dispute that tobacco smoking 

when contracted as a hahit, has a most deleterious action on boys 

and lad, who have not stopped growing. It arrests their growth, 

and not only so, hut it produces an erenvatcd ~tate of the system, 

which tends greatlJ· to impair muscul:1r and mental activity. No 

one, therefore, should le:1rn to smoke or be allowed to smoke 

when it can be prevented. until the age of eighteen years is 

reached, and e\·cn then I would honestly say. as :1 smoker, that 

it is a ha hit which on the whole had better be dispciiscd with. 

especially if one is :1mhitious and cager to succeed in life. Any 

one who indulges to such an extent a, to 1endcr the t•mgue coated 

and dr_v does himself an injury. and when palpitation of the heart 

or other ncn·ou, symptoms arc induced. he should leave it off 

altogether. This· old ~moker' oppose, it in a • wholesale and in

discriminate way' himself, and then backs it up by an undisputed 

reason for it."· 

\Ve have now t_ven copious extracts from the United States 

:\Iatcria :\[cdica. Rlgcrs' Therapeutics and two standard works 

on Hygiene. showing the effects of tobacco on the human system 

in health and in disease. The effect of this agent on the brain 

and nervous system is so thoroughly understood by physicians 

and writers on h_ygienc that there i, no difference of statement 

among them. 

• · There seems to be good reason to believe tha·t tobacco smok

ing plays an important part in the production of the disease [ can

cer]. and that it occurs more frequently in those who smoke clay 



TOJJACCO. 

pipes than in those who use other kinds of pipes, or cigars. 

Dr. J. Mason Warren gives all the ca~es of cancer of the lip th:it 

occurred in the Massuchusetts hospital for forty ye:iri-. as follows: 

Whole number of cases, 77: not ascertained, 26; number of those 

that smoked pipes, -14: number that did not smoke pipes, 7.-See 

Ashurst's Encyclop:l'Clia of Surgery. Vol. V .. page 470. This is 

not strange. Toh:1cco keeps up a constant irritation about the 

mouth and throat for ye:1rs which weakens the tissues and form!! 

the proper soil for the propagation of cancer. 

'· This weed. M1ys Dr. Philip Mason, :1fter :m experience of 

fifty years' use of it. and all its preparations under whatever 

name it may he recognized, is a great curse to mankind in this 

country, and I think in all others. It i,. not only repugnant to the 

taste of :m individual who ne\·er used it, but it is a nasty, dirty, 

filthy and offensive article. It would seem as though no genteel 

or well-bred person would or could use it: yet it is indulged in 

by nil classes of society. What stomach but a dog's could look 

on the filthy pools of amber which arc so often seen, especially in 

a railroad car. Is t1,is not a slander on the clog? If this were all, 

custom might tolerate it: but ninety-nine out of every hundred 

who use it, in the end arc injured by its use. 

" If chewed it produces thirst and robs the supply of saliva. 

which is necessary :md was designed by nature should be mixed 

with our food, which is really the first process in digestion. It 

weakens the powers of the stomach. impairs digestion, and sooner 

or later it impairs and undermines the nervous system: this I 

know from sad experience. Those who smoke fare no better: 

they may not exhaust much saliva. yet there is absorbed into the 

system the essential oil of the weed in which, in its concentrated 

state, is a deadly poison. 

" It renders the skin yellow. and by its narcotic influence im

pairs the nervous powers of the individual. and the degree is in 

the ratio of its use. 

" The takers of snuff, if possible, fare still worse, as the direct 
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a,clion is upon the nerveij of smell. The nasal openings are 
plugged up nnd the person is more or less compelled to breathe 

through the mouth. Nor is this all; a catarrhal affection is in

duced; the tone of the voice is impaired, and in inveterate snufl"
takers more or less snuff passes into the lungs, interfering with 

their functions; besides all these consequences they in no wise 

escape the baneful effects or narcotic influence on the system. I 

am aware that there arc some who contend that it ii< beneficial. 

It is contended, too, that it preserves the teeth. This is all hum

bug! I ha\'e made the assertion that for thirty years' close obser, 

vation and attention to the use of tobacco which I have given it, 
five hundred persons have been injured to one who has been ben

efitted by it. [This article was written some years before this 

book was written, but at this time he says, • • I fully endorse all I 

have said in the foregoing remarks, as since writing them after an 

indulgence in the habit of chewing and smoking tobacco for fifty• 
five years, I have quit the use of the weed.· '-P. l\fason-Auto

biography, pp. 4z7-S.] 
I now approach a thought connected with this subject with 

,-;ome delicacy; so far as the writer knows, it has never been dis
cussed. 

DoEs THE UsE oF TonAcco SCATTER THE GER!\rs oF DISEASE 

A!\IOXG THE PEOPLE? 

Tobacco does not prevent disease nor stop contagion, for filth 

is the pabulum that fosters its germs; thus its users are more sus

ceptible to contagious diseases than others; especially so as it 

enfeebles digestion, weakens th~ heart, and lowers vitality. 

If a man have any contagious disease about him, his saliva, his 

breath, his sweat, in short, all his secretions may be loaded with 

the living germs of that disease. Now suppose he enters a rail

car or public hall with a cigar in his mouth, those living organ

isms (germs) attach themselves to the particles of carbonized 

tobacco, which form the smoke, are floated into the mouth and 
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·lungs of every individunl in the car or building. If he chew, he 
ejectH II puddle of spittle, it dries up, is carried 11bout by the feet, 

t11keM the wings of the dust 11ncl renches the mouth 11ncl lungs 1111 

did the smoke; nncl if drinking-water be in these rooms, it may 

be poisoned and impregnate the drinker with contagion. 

My experience and observation 11s a physician with the effects 

of tobacco on the constitution of man, is very un11logous to the 
writers quoted 11br,ve; but being impressed early in life with the 

iden th11t tobacco wns the cnuse of more mischief than wns attri

buted _to it by my compeers, gnve me larger experience and closer 

observation probably than they had. 

A CASE. 

E. S., aged 6o, had been afflicted with waterbrash, sick stom

ach, headache. nervousness and prostration for a period of three 

or four years. He had tried the steam-doctors, the Homeopaths, 

the Allopaths_-all failed to cure. then the writer was called; after 

examining his case, the patient was told that medicine was of no 
avail in his case; that unless he quit the use of tobacco he could 

not be cured. This was a new idea to him. " Why, l have been 

-chewing tobacco these forty years, and it never hurt me before; 
but if this is the cause. I'll quit it." This he did. In less than 

sixty days he was ~ound: had gained flesh, and said, "I'm well." 

-See \V.J. Ford's case 11t page 55. Super; also. page lj. 
The writer's personal experience with this narcotic is limited to 

one chew. About 3 o'clock p. 111. August 1. 1S::4, a chew of cav

·endish was put in my mouth, and after giving it a few grinds it 
proved too strong and was swallowed. This, for a boy of twelve 

summers, was a sad experience; two minutes after it reached the 

stomach, the earth and sky turned up edgeways and spilled me 

-out, as I then thought. Everything was whirling around, I wr.. 

-blind and exceedingly sick, sweat profusely, aud could not raise 

the head from the ground; vomited freely, but when there was 

,nothing more to come up the retching continued; an attempt to 
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raise the hem! produced syncope. Here I lay in the 11haclc of a 

tree till after durk, then my brother carried me home in his nrms. 

Fur three day, und nights this terrible retching and sickness con, 

tinued: I w·1s limp us II rag with extreme p1·ostrution. At the 

end of six months recovery from this dreuclful nurcotic w:u, not 

complete; and the fumes of tobacco make me sick yet, when I 

come in cont11ct with them. 

In persons who arc hahituully 11ddictccl to the use of tobacco, 

wlmt p:1rtic11lar cha1rge in the economy causes thc:111 Lu continue 

the hahit? •·There are many articles in common use 11mong 

mankind,'· says Carpenter,· •such as tobacco, fermented liquor~, 

etc , the use of which can not be said to produce natural enjoy

ment. since they :treat first unpleasant to most persons: yet they 

first hecume tolerable, then :,greeable, and at last the want of 

them is folt :1s a painful privulion, and the stimulus must be ap

plied in an increasing degree in order to produce the usunl effect. 

The nen·ous system of man, heing ,o constituted as to ·grow-to• 

the mode in which it is habitually called to piny. Such an idea 

is supported by :ill we know of the formation and persistence of 

health of the nervo-muscular action. For it is a matter of univer

sal experience that sud1 habits are far more rapidly acquired dur

ing- periods of infapcy. childhood and youth, than they are after 

the attainment of an adult age; an~ that the earlier they are ac

'luirecl. the more tenaciously are they retained. Now it is whilst 

the org-ani,im is g-rowing- most rnpidly, the greatest amount of 

new tissue is consequently being formed, that we should expect 

such new connections to be readily established; and is there, too, 

that the assimilation is most likely to take-on that new mode of 

action. which often becomes so habitually a ·second nature' as to 

keep up a certain acc1uired mode of nutrition through the whole 
subsequent life.' '-J>h_vsiolo,.![y, f,Jgcs !,Su, 5J,j and ;jfl(j. 

Toh:iccn has no nutrition in it: then why acquire the new 

habit? It tills the system to repletion with its poison for no use

ful purpo,c whatever: only to grati(v a morbid filthy desire. 

These poisons are absorbed through the stomach without any. 
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process of digestion and come m contact with every living cell 

in the body, and unless it cnn rid itself of it, it will cumulate, and 

destroy life; thus it tuxes the kidneys, the liver, the skin, anti in 

short every gr:u11l11lur out-let [ crnunetory J to dispose of it. The 
narcotism too, p:1rtially parnlyses, and hampers their uction. 

IIACING CHKW. 

Still le," defensible in the use of tobacco during training. Its 

inllucnce on the nen·ons system in early life is generally depress

ing. \Vhcn the habit is a confirmed one. a gradual abandonment 

may be necessary to avoid undue depression, but as a rule, less 

inconvenience will he experienced by an immediate discontinu

unce on commencing training. Good material for a racing crew 

will rarely he found among those who arc so ndclictcd to tobacco 

as to be seriously distressed by le:1ving it off suddenly, while the 

lll(ll"alc of the crew is more easily maintained. if no discrimination 

is allowed in favor of particula1· members. 

In the long course of training, however. some strictness need 

not be observed at first, but a limited time ma)' be ,ct, beyond 

which. entire absence should be insisted upon.' '-Se,e B11rk Phy
siml cx,·,-cis,·. ,•ol. 1, p .. :,;J. a11,l :·,,/. ::, p. /8;!. 

110\\' ,,111; \\'~: TO c;wr 1111> 01' THIS r;\'rr.? 

\Vhen men reach the :1ge of forty-five or fifty years. their ideas 

cry,t:ili;-,e. and, unless thc:y be investigators. they scarcely ever 

c.h:rnge; yet, occasionally. one will do it. especially if he is con

vinced that he is heing injured by it; but many of them indulge 

in this unwise practice themseh·es; they sin against light and 

knowledge, and an: a hinder:mce to others. The Protestant Clergy 

as a class, do not use toh:1cco, :md should use their influence in 

their congregation~ against its use. especially among the young. 

This statement should apply, :ilso, to Sunday School teachers. 

Mothers should teach their children not to use it in ,my way; 
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should speak of its filthiness; of the time lost in running after it;. 

of the vast expense it makes from year to year, and worst of all, 
the sickness brought on by it. 

Fathers who use tobacco should make an example of them
seh·es by showing their· boys what slaves they had been to the

habitual use oi it without any benefit; he should importune the 

non-user to never contract the habit. On the other hand many 
of the foJlies and vices to which boys are addicted, are copied from 

the fathers in spite of the mothers' influence to the contrary; every 
body knows that if the fathers opposed it as earnestly and con

srstently as the mothers, it would soon be practically abolished. 

This is true also, of drinking and gambling. Fathers should re
member that, a man who has forfeited his life by murder, may he 

pardoned: a man who has ,·iolated a condition of his own well

being can not be pardoned, for there is no pardoning power; it 
is therefore an unpardonable sin. 

There is no nutrime:nt in tobacco: it adds nothing to the tissues 
of the body; then it is a foreign substance, imparting a deadly 

poison: corresponding with no function of the system; the glands 

refusing to secret it out until the body is wrecked by sickness and 

prostration, and then only wnen they •'grow-to'' the newly 
formed ••habit,'' as Carpenter expresses it. Tnere is no corres

pondence, no harmony between the secretory organs; assimila
tion on the one hand, and the new work to be Jone, on the other. 

It is an imposition, against which they rebel, to some extent as 
long as life exists. 

There are a few individuals I admit, who live to a good old age 

who use tobacco moderately all their adult lives; but for one of 

these. hundreds may be found who have been injured by it. I 
desire to impress this fa.:t upon the mind of the reaJer, that this 

extra labor is imposed on the- secretory organs for the purpose of 

removing the poison [nicotine] of tobacco, and repairing the 
damage done to the brain and nervous system, which is the cause 

of so much disturbance. When the poison enters the circulation,. 
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after the new habit is acquired, it narcotizes the system, thus 
hampering the glands in throwing it out, blunting the intellect 

and weakening the physical energy. 
Tobacco increases the flow of saliva, in which there ii, a 

substance called P{1•oli11e. 11 ferment, the use of which, in the 

animal economy, is to change starch into grape sugar: this is the 
first process of digestion, and if this secretion is ejected from the 

mouth, digestion is impaired frorri the beginning. Some chewers 

swallow all the snlirn. but all thc:y gain is more than lost by the 

increase of labor to secrc:te the narcotine out of the blood 

and rep11ir the lost nerve energy. 
The government of the United States tnkes boys into the navy, 

educates and qualifies them to be competent marines, but before 

they enter the service they :are subjected to a rigid examination: 

a large per cent of them are rejected by reason• of defective heart 
action caused by the use of tobacco, from which they nc,·er fully 

recover. 

DISINTERESTED REFORMERS. 

Chkago Herald. October 6, 1889. 

"The national convention of cigar makers at New York, ask 

the state legislature to pre,·cnc the manufacture and sale of 

cigarettes. and say, • \.Vhereas, the pr:actice of cigarette smoking 
seriously affects the growth of the trade we represent, we are of 

the opinion that it has served to demoralize and injure the youth 

of our country, undermining their health. impairing their mental 

faculties and rendering them unfit for any useful purpose." 

The editor remarks ironically : •' The cigar makers are a body 

of singularly unselfish and disinterested reformers.•· Comment 
is useless. 

These statements corroberate all we have said touching this 

class of citizens. 

HEREX>ITARY HABITS MAY .BE FORMED. 

"Agassiz," quotes Brown Sequard, " who has made more 

experiments am<>ng animals than any man living, continuing them 
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upon successive generations and ascertaining what diseases may 

be transmitted, has stated facts to me which almost defy belief.'• 

" I will give you a few of them. He has found that epilepsy 

c11n be induced in guinea pigs by certain operations, and that thii. 

disease being so introduced into the system may he transmitted 

from generation to generation, and thus become hereditary. 

Wht:n such operations have produced malformations of the skin. 

as is often the case, these also ha,·e heen transmitted ; or, when 

the paws ha,·e been affected by such operations, this peculiarity 

has also been transmitted. " 

"Malformation produced by these experiments as a disease 

during the life of a parent, has been passed down to the off.spring, 

,rnd even habits arising from disease have been transmitted in the 

same way. 

··In some such ca~e the peculiarity existed in the female, in 

another it was produced in the male. In the latter instance the 

male transmitted its nwn diseased condition to another generation 

through :1 healthy female. More than this, the female through 

whom the di~eased descen<lants had heen produced, became 

herself diseased in the same manner as the male. These facts 

h:t\"e a wonderful significance.'' 

··We must be silent for the present since we cannot understand 

it. ,\II we know is that these peculiarities are sifted through the 

egg of the female and the spermatic particles of the male and may 

appear in their progeny.· '-Popular Scic11rr .l/011/h~v. ,::,,: XVI 

for A11;t:11sl, 187.J. pp. 521. 

The,e experiments prove the statement made above, that habits 

acquired by the fother may be transmitted to his son and inherited 

b~· his posterity. 

ltF.CAl'ITl1 J..".'J'IOS. 

All writers agree that ··tobacco is a powerful narcotic poison 

and ought not to he trifled with.·· 

It stunt, the growtl·. of children. It aflects the heart alike in 

. both so:,xe,. tctani:r.es it. It "produces an enervated stato:, of the 
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system. • ' It•• impairs muscular nnd mental activity, consequently 
it destroyli the amhition and eagerness to succeed in life.•• 

••It coats the tongue and drys the mouth, and, if continued, 

• • he does himself great injury. •' It causes baldness and color 

blindness. It produces diseases of the throat, thickens nnd 
stiffens the voc:il cords and niter& the voice in snufftnkers. 

Statistics show that when females begin working in tobacco, 

they suffer from headache, he:1rt-anguish. palpitation, poor blood, 
weakness. loss of sleep, fc\·erishness and vomiting. In young 

girls from twelve to sixteen years old. out of one hundred, seventy
two fell sick in six months.-Kostal. In women that work in 

factories, their babies are killed py it before they are born and 
the mothers ,-uffer abortions and all their dire effects shortly 

afterward. In young females it stops their growth and prevents 

the sexual organs from developing until late in life. It is the 

cause of, or lays the foundation for the development of cancer in 
the lip and throat, as shown by the cases of General Grant, and 

Emperor William of Germany. It impairs digestion. causing 

dyspepsia. flatulence, water-brash and heart burn. It paralyzes 

the heart and causes sudden death. 
Tobacco smoke carries the tab of death with it that all men 

who have eyes and noses may read it. 

INTEMPERANCE. 

The public use of spirituous liquors is a hackneyed subject and 

in every bodies' mouth. Its merits or demerits will not be 

discussed in this article only so far as its constant use tends to 

create an abnormal and increasing appetite for it. and to show 
some of its effects on the brain and nen·ous system. 

Alcohol is formed of four parts of carbon of coal, six parts of 

hydrogen gas, and two parts of oxygen gas: when chemically 

united, form a compound which should be called liquid coal. 
It posesses all the elements of rapid combustion; it is absorbed 

through the stomach without any process of digestion and is 

immediately carried by the blood i11to the lungs, where it comes 
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in contact with the air, gaining more oxygen, it takes fire 

without flame as it goes, imparting its heat to every fiber in all 

the tissues of the body. Its composition is now broken up into 

carbonic acid and water: the water is harmless, hut the carbonic 

acid is a deadly poison and has to be secreted out of the blood, 

principaly through the lungs :and liver. For the truth of these 

statements, ask any chemist or physiologist and he wilJ tell you 

they are correct. 

So far it has imparted a very agreeable stimulous, but it is 

of short durittion: then follows· its stupifying-its m1rcotic effects, 

sinking the vital forces below the natural standard as far as they 

had heen raised above it: then another drink is required to keep 
up the agreeable feeling until intoxication supervenes. What is 

this man"s condition now? He is drunk; true, but that is only 

one of its effects, his blood is loaded with carbonic acid, his brain 

and nervous system are paralyzed. the mu .. cles refuse to obey his 

will, his tongue is stiff, he falls to the ground and is unconscious of 

passing e\·ents. the pupil of hi~ eye-a,.hamed of his ·conduct, has 

closed its portal and refuses to admit the light or stands wide 

open. • · he sees not. he hears not and is free from all pain, •' no 

sound can awake him until the lungs and glantls rid the system 

of the poison. His temperature is low, he breathes heavily, his 

heart beat" feebly and slowl_y, and onl~· revives when the system 

disperses the poison. 

\Vhat does this case difli!r from the man who had .. grown to " 

the tobacco hahit? Nothing! Conscious suffering was greater 

in the former. hut profound stupor was non-pronounced in the 

latter: yet the actual damage done to the economy was probably 

about equal in both cases. This is not an over-drawn picture, 

divested of its technical terms: it is literally true. 

In this ca,,;e as~imilation has yielded to the pressure of additional 

work. as in the use of the tobacco habit: in short the man has 

~rown into the·· new habit:' 

\Vhat is the moral and mental condition of a person who has 
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•contracted these habits? One of the most noticable traits in 

tobacco users and liquor drinkers is loss of self respect. Go into 

a public hall or a railroad car where there are a mixed multitude 

and the first thing that strikes the senses is the fumes of tobacco 

-or whisky or both, for almost every whisky drinker uses tobacco; 

but this is an unpleasant phai,e of the subject, yet the writer is 

-pleai,ed to say that there are many well bred people who do not 

do these things. 

How can we get rid of the drink e\·il-dipsomania? 

This question has pu7.zled the brain of statesmen, moralisst 

and doctors since the days of the •· Washingtonians ''-1SzS, 

.and they do not appear to be any nearer a satisfactory solution of 

it than they did then. The only prnctical remedy is to quit and 

stay quit, ti]l the assimilation has changed back to its original 

condition and they grow out of their acquired habit. It will 

require more time to grow out of the habit than· it did to grow 

into it. but they can do it if they wiU stop associating with 

drinking men ·and keep away from places where liquor is sold. 

lf his will power is weak or nearly lost. his friends must assist 

him in an asylum built especially for the i'nebriate. 

The idea has been impressed on the mind of the reader from 

the first that hone :111d muscle. brain ancl nerve. digestion and 

assimilation. one and all, have heen formed in possihle harmony 

with the acquired habit. 

Is this acquired habit imparted- to his chil<lren ? He cannot 

communicate that which he himself does not posess. If he has a 

constitutional disease or taint. it may be carried over to his 

otr.,pring for two or three generations: this is true of insanity, 

-consumption and many other diseases. .. A stream never raises 

higher than its fountain. ·' The habit itself will not be carried 

-over to his offspring. for that is acquired, but the desire for that 

particular kind of stimulous will. and the diathesis or desire will 

pass from generation to generation unimpaired. 

The childre11 of intemperate parents lack will power and self 
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respect; as a general result a large per cent. of this class fill our 

jails and poor houses. Females of intemperate fathers suffer 

deter.ioration in body and mind but generally escape the habit, for 

they do not mix in the society of topers. 

The statements made above apply with equal force to those who, 

are addicted to the opium habit. 

The idea of•· tapering off' ' is a bad one. It don't taper at alL 

in the right direction. 



S.ANIT.ARY TOPOGRAPHY. 

HEALTH AS AFFECTED BY LAWS GOVERNING LOCAL 

AIR-CURRENTS. CA NEW DISCOVERY.) 

,PJt&LIMllfAKT 0USICJr.VATIO!r.d-liYOIJl:NIC CONDfTJO'YS Al"PA.RKNT-ATX08 ... 

PHERIC J,:.IVLUICNCZS-Hlff'l'ORY OP THI: Dt8CO\"RRY. A!C'D TUR INVB8TI• 

GATION!I FOJ.LOWINQ IT-AIR CIJKRE!<T!I Go\"ICK.''1<D HY LAw-It.t.V!I• 
TRATIVK DIAGRAMS, A,C-J> ACCOXPA!(YJia F:XPLA:-lATJOSM-ACTIV• 

ITl'M CA '0'8ED BY THE :-ltr:;'-THB SVt,-ICCT IS DJP'l"'BRJl!!'C'T LocAL• 
ITI&~M'Alu\..RIA-EXAMPLJI!~ OF TBB BIDIO\"AL OIi" REIii• 

DXNCJt!-1 AS SA SITA RY Strem KSTtOS'S, A!ifD TR,: RICSULTS-
ArR .Mov.P.:XKSTS ON' LKVKL l..A.!C'DS-PRCULIAR AIK 

)l'OVJCXE1tnl-PATHO,-.,rJA, WH P!Rlt :c'OT TO BV'ILD 
A Hou~ut-HYGKTOPJA, f)R WHKKETO BUILJ> A 

Homn:-FACTK Ir.i♦ Ul'4T&ATI\"£ OJI" OTHICK 

AIR•Ct"'RKICST~CONCI.Uf'IIOS, 

BY JAMES FORD. M. D. (U. S. SURGEON). 



SANITAR1" TOPOr.R.·IPllr. 

SANITARY TOPOGRAPHY. 

PRF.LIMIMARY ORSERVATIOSS. 

[These pages were written for the people ancl recently pub-

lished in the history of Wabash County, Indiana.) 

•• Hygiene is the art of preserving hei,lth. It aims at rendering 

growth more perfect, decay less rapid. life more vigorous, death 

more remote.· ·-Parks. 

~ 1. Local currents"' of air are governed by law, and always

move under similar circumstances in the same direction. 

~ 2. The air. in tiTy valleys, in summer anJ fall seasons is. 

warmer, hence lighter than that of adjacent high lands, and that 

immediately over the valley. 

~ :;. The cool air of the high lands underruns the warmer, 

lighter atmosphere of the valley: the lighter flows up over the

cooler on the devatetl lands, cools off. settles down and runs back 

into the valley: thus forming a revolving elliptical ring (~ S), 

which carries anJ distribl)tes the heat. malaria and germs of dis

ease of the valley on the high lands. These movements take

place alike and at the same time on both sides of the valley. and· 

continue at this place f \Vabash ], until 11 o'clock P. M. 

~ + The air in the rnlley. by the loss of heat, shrinks in volume. 

causing a l':tg in the upper air. which, by its dynamic force, con

tinues with an accelerated motion. subtending both the other 

currents. It settles down in a wedge shaped body, with its apex. 

over the center c.f ,the valley, reverses both the lateral currents, 

and when its point is heated by the soil it parts in the middle and 

runs up the hillsides on the elevated lands. These movements

continue until the sun·s rays in the morning change them. 

~ 5. All these air currents described above _ form a great 

0Loc-.l currenta a.re thol'e movementfil or air conftned to the Murtace of the earth, 
and do not extend UMUn.lly, beyond the lmn1edhd.e l~llty, and are caufted by the 

:.1::.:~~~~~:1!:~d~~':t ~~:.~!i'e ~:!iJ..•!:i:m'!»'v::~r.:~ ~~d:i~tfo~r)es.. 
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pneumntic engine to cnrry the heat and vapor from the heated 
low lands, and to distribute over the high grounds and hills. If 
it be n \·alley, the machine moves up at the rate of from one to 
four miles per hour. Maln1·ia nnd the germs of disease are carried 

and distributed over the country wherever these air currents 

move. 

~ 6. The question of Health or Disease in any locality, may be 

be determined within 100 feet, a priori, by understanding the 
topography of the loc:11ity, as well in prairies as among the hills 

and valleys. 

;: ;. The pince for orchards, vineyards and tender plants may 
be as easily settled as the question of health or disease. They 

hsould not usually be placed near the dwelling house. 

These observations and experiments were always made of still 

nights. During the day time the sun's rays render the atmosphere 

so unsteady that accurate observations cannot be made in this 
direction. 

;: S. By understanding the foregoing propositions, any person 
of ordinary intelligence may select a site for a residence, free from 

malaria and the germs of disease, if such a place can be found on 

his land. 
For the benefit of residents, the names of places and persons 

arc given in full on the following pages. 

DISCOVERY AXD SUBSEq_UEXT l!IIVESTIGATIOXS, 

~ 9. After a hard day's ride among the sick on Paw Paw, I 

returned home weary and hungry, neither myself nor horse hav

ing eaten any thing since morning. The fall rains had rendered 

the roads almost impassable. The roads at this time were mere 
paths marked out on trees and bushes, and lay, principally, along 

the Indian trails and were difficult to follow in the night. The 

road passed through a dense forest of some seven miles, without 

a house, but my tmsty horse brought me home at S o'clock P. M. 

This occurred on the ;th of October, 18-1,3. 
~ 10. The people, at this juncture, had plenty to eat, but were 
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poorly clad; the climate wns dnmp nnd the countr~· wuM l'ull of 

m11lnrin. Their houMcM were poor, nnd the inceMMllnt l11bor required 

to clear 11w11y the foreMtM 11nd r11i&e their crops WIIM n hcnvy tnx on 

their vitul force11. Thus they 11uffered ft-om ngue nnd 1111 thnt cl11AK 

of di11euses arising from over work, dnmpne,M und 11111lnrin. We 

had more sicknt'AM thiM full thnn hud occurred in tht' twu previouM 

years. Cutting nway the timber nncl turniui: up the viri:i11 ,oil to 

the nction of light uncl heat, seemed to increase greatly the germK 

of di,enMe. Tile wafer level was too high. 

Two mes,engers had com.: and gone, one leaving word to go to 

Jonathan Keller's, the other to go· to Jncob Unger's and u third 

messenger, still in wniting, de,.ire,I me to go and "ee John l.11• 

maroux. living four mile" weMt, All theMe people had n form of 

billious remitting fever, and it was clesirahle to p•·escribe for them 

nt ns early II period as possible, to • • cut short•• the di sense, or, at 

any rate to modit)· itM character so that the lives of the pntients 

should not be jeopardized. The night wns cold. hn1.y nnd dark; 

neither moon nor st:1rs were visible; the air did not move, and 11 

de:1th sh:td<· seemed to have settled over the titce of nature. 

W cary and care-worn we plodded along four miles tu the ravine 

of Kintner's Creek and could not tell how we got there. But, 

while my horse was drinking in the stream. a w,lume of warm air 

struck my face. pm,sing gently up the ravine, northward; the odor 

of decaying ,·eget:1tion and animal matter from the bed of the 

\Vabash River-a mile and II half away-was freighted upon it. 

The hills on each side of this creek are from ninety to one 

hunclrcd feet high. :ind the valley itself probably forty rod,- wide. 

The heated air filled the ravine from hill to hill, but its depth 

could not have been more than twenty feet, as it did not rise higher 

than this on the hill sides. It was now 11 o'clock P. M., and the 

heated air had just reached this point on its northward course, for 

it was not felt when the horse first entered the stream. 

~ 1 r. Mr. Lamaroux livecl on the opposite side of the creek in 

the valley and of couse his dwelling was submerged in the warm, 

stinking at111osphere. After prescribing for him, the next point 



SAN/1,11/i'Y TOPor;n,11•11r. 

lay une-half mile south 11ncl une nnd one-hnlf mile8 west, This 

brought us to Jon11thnn Keller's residence on the hill, one mile 

north of the W11h11sh Rivcr-11 rn11l11ri11l cli~trict. Two patients 

were prescribed for h,•rc. From this point we rctrnced the rouc.l 
back c1111tw11rd, one nncl onc-hnlf miles, then turning south, we 

crossed the strenm 11nd entered the vnlley of Mill Creek. The 
river bottom here is nenrly one mile wide, bounded by hills ninety 

to one hundred feet high. In the middle of this bottom, the snme 
hentecl 11ir, l11clen with ~imi111r noxious odors wni. found pnssing 

· gently eastward up the ri\'et'. 
These fact11 were ohsen•ed, but the exhnustecl body nnd sluggish 

bruin could not gi\'e them more th:m n pnssing thought. The 

valley of Mill Creek, like that of Kinter's creek, 11 stream coming 

in from the south, hns cut out the Siluri:an rock nenrly one hundred 
feet, nnd n mile hack from the river bottom. Jacob Unger lives 

in this \'RIiey, one and one-half miles south of the river. While 

traveling up this stream, the od,,r was observable, but the nir 

appenrecl to be ·entirely still; but it was soon found that the horse 
was traveling as fost ns the air, nbout four milei, an hour. 

While my horse was being tied;ito the fence, the question sprang 
into my mind, per se, app:irently, "How is this? Here are three 

currents of nir proceeding from a central point along three of the 

cardinal bearings of the compass;" hnt no answer came to this 

recondite question. The mind could not gr:isp it; the brain re
fused to e\·olve an idea concerning it. Yet, like Bnnquo's Ghost 

the question "would not down." but h:111nted me for years, until 

many of its knotty points had been unra\'eleJ. Mr. U.'s family 
were pr-:scribed for and we took the Indian trail on the south 

side of the \Vabash River, for home, :ind reached the clcsirnble 

pince at the break of dny. ••Labor omnia vincit. •' 

, 
AIR CUJ{RESTS GOVERNED BY LA\\'. 

§ 12. Were these nir currents governed by law, in their move

ments or were they accidental? {§ I7, 33). 
It was soon discovered thnt after the sun had set, the ravines 
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und narrow vnlley8, cooled down to the te1nper11ture ot' the nir on 

the highlundM, long before the larger river valley cooled; con1e

<1ucntly 11 &tream of cooler, den&e1· air ran down them and seemed 
to unde1·run the warmer air in the river bottom, Rome time before 

it flowed over the browK of the hills nlo·,.,. the river MideK. Air 

ulwayM moveK in the direction of the lc11Mt reMiMtnnce, 11nd in this 

way heat iK distrihuted over the face of the country nnd the valleys 
are cooled. 

~ 1_,. The small ,·nllcys ,iub,ien·e the purpo,ie of ,·inducts to 

carry cool air into the river bottom: but when 11n equilibrium is 

cKtnblished, they act as II chimney to curry it und the fog back 

upon the high lands 011 both sides of the river. 

~ 14- • • He:1t and cold,·• suys F. M. Maury.•• the enrly and 

Inter rains, cloud~ aml l>Unshine, arc not, we may depend upon 

jt, distributed over the earth by chance. They arc distributed in 
obedience to laws that arc as certain and as sure in their opera· 
tions :1s the seasons in their rounds.•' 

·•From the heal of summer. our winds arc derived. \Ve live 

at the bottom of an aerial ocean which is to a remarkable degree 

permeable to the sun's mys, and is but little disturbed by their 

,lirect action. But these rays when they fall upon the earth, heat 
its surface; the air in contact with the surface, shares its heat, is 

expanded and :1sccnds into the upper regions of the atm•>sphere. 

Heat is a mode of motion.·'- T1•11dal. 

••The ready expansibility of :1ir by heat give~ rise to the 

phenomena of winds. ''-Fro1111d's Cl1t•11tistry. 

;: 15. Open the door he tween a cool and a hot room; hold a 

lighted taper in the middle. the blaze stands vertical; elevate the 
taper, and the blaze is drawn in the cool room; lower it to the 

loor. and the flame is flared outward. This experiment pro,·es 

that the cooler air is hea,·ier than the warmer air. This law, im• 

posed by the Creator Himselt: on all physical substances, go,·erns 

the li~htest breeze a, well as the hurricane and the cyclone which 
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mock the 11e11m11n 'K strength 11nd 11et 11t nought hi11 11kill. The 
he11tccl uir above takes the pince or the cool. 

-~ 16. The Kun'K heat in summer penetrateK the earth by in. 

duction to the depth of forty to ninety feet, depending on the 
loosencKs or comp11ctne1111 of the soil. 

The fuct11 stated 11hove are the result11 of obAervations made 

charing the 11utum11 and 11pring or 1843 nnd 1844. No attempt, us 

yet, hud been made to demonstrate, by instr11ment11, the truth of 
these theories :ind Ktatements. To the observant philosopher who 

conte'llplates ::1e ngents of nature, as he sees them at work on the 

fucc of our planet, no expression uttered or act performed by them 

is without mcnning, The heat nnd cold, the frost nnd vapor, the 

density nnd tenuity, the inertia and motion ofnir, each nnd nil may 
be regarded ns the exponent of certnin physical conditions, nnd 

therefore represents the language she selects to mnke known her 

laws. To assist others to underst11nd this language and to cor

rectly interpret these laws is the object we now h:1ve in hand. 

~ 1 i· In the foll of 18-H,, with a hox of matches and n chunk 
of dry, rotten wood, we started out at S o'clock P. M. to make 

-observations of air-currents on the hills and in the valleys of the 
Wabash Rh·er. The vnllev of Charley's Creek was first visited. 

(See map J. The smoke from the rotten wood was our first vane. 
The smoke moved tow:ird the river, :inci as we were walking so 

as to keep it aho\'e head-the smoke ascending in a \'erticnl col

umn-the rate of motion could be pretty accurately determined. 

The current 011 the high land, w:1s in the same direction. In a 
few minutes a fleet horse pl:1ced the vane on the south side of the 

\Vabash Ri\'er. in the ,·dliey of Treaty Creek, a mile and a half 

:1wny. Here the air moved in an opposite direction, running into 

the \'alley from both sides, slowly indeed. but surely. In this I 

was disappointed. It had been supposed that the subtending. 

-central current would force the air of the \'alley upon the hills, as 

explained above, but it did not do it. These ohservntions were 

repented every hour with nearly the same results, up to 11 o'clock 
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P. M. (~ :zo), At thi11 time tho uir curranlM 11toppecl, The 11tmo1° 

phere wu~ 111,Citntt•d, und within the 11p11ce or three mlnuto11, 11moke· 
from the torch movecl in 11n oppo1ite direction, Now It w1111, 

evident thut the duwnwnrcl current, by it11 don11lty and by lt11 

dyn11mic force, hat I checked the momentum of the11e l11tor11l c11rrent1-

1111d turned them in un oppo11ite direction up the hlll11lcle11 and 

rnvine•. ( ~ 19), 

~ 18, Thi11 roui:h experiment wu11 mnde for the rea11on that 

philo,ophicnl in,trumcnt11 cnulcl not he hnd this 11ide of New York. 

yet it ,bowed thnt many f11ctor11 entered into the11e movement11, 

and that my hypntheMi11 w1111 to 11imple too explain nil the11e com• 

plicuted force11. Finally the following outfit wu11 procured, viz,: 

One na•rcury hnrometer, two thermometer11, one plain and one 

wet hulh, four v11ne11 (the1e 111111 the writer con11tructed). one 

pocket comp11•11, one watch, one note book, one hor11e, 1111ddle and 

bridle, one box of lucifer matche~ and one lnntern, The barom

eter could not be carried through the bu11he" 111 night and wns not 

u,ed. The station" vi11ited at night were from four to six nnd often 

miles ap:irt. £,,'rom dark to duylight, the grand round11 were made

every three hours. Note" were taken at each station of the time. 

temperature und of the direction of the winds, with the direction 

of the clouds, if there were any. These experiment11 were re

peated many times every autumn for several years, with nearly 

the same result,. The reader will have to take my statements, or 

otherwi,e repeat the experiments himself, as the space alloted to 

me in this volume will not contain them. The field of these dis

coverie, is too large for any one mind to thoroughly cultiv:ite; 

with the writer. the sands of life are too nearly run to prohecute
this work further, 

If :111y scientist will t:ike hold of this subject, hi~ knowledge 

ancl plca,urc will be greatly enhanced to observe nature as bhe

is, on a ;.:ig:mtic sc:1le unfold her laws. not adverse to, but in 

harmony with. all her warks. A few attacks of bilious fever, a, 

few shakes of ague and the loss of many nights' sleep , 1 •st not 

cool hi, ardor. for the prize is at the end of the race. 



g,c1•1.ANA'l'ION-Thi11 pl11te (Mee pl11te r, pnire .140) i11 m11de to 

~how the movementN ot' local current11 or olr In the Wahnhh 

Volley cluring 11till nlght11 in 1111mmer 11nd nutumn. 

A B rc:p1'eMent11 11 croM11 hection ot' the W11baNh Volley und hllh1 

-on e11ch Mide nl' the river; 11IN0, the 11trotifled rnck11 thnt underlie 

them; R, the bed or the 1-ivcr; <.:, the canal. 

~ 19. The uir on thi: elevntecl l11nd11, in 11ummer and full, i11 

-cooler thnn the heutecl 11ir of the v11lley, 11nd underrun11 it. The 

heated 11ir ut the Kame time pnrt11 in the middle, ri11es und ftow11 

back on the hillK, where it cool11 11nd them returns to the v11lley, 

there to he expunded by nnother volume of heat. Thu11 the two 

currcnt11 form great revolving cylindcr11, extensive as the volley i11 

long 11nd n11 wide n11 both \·alley 11nd hi1111-in other word11, 1111 

wide 1111 the outflowing current extends. E E and D D rep

resent the11e currents. f. See arrows on plate r j. 

~ 20. The11e movements 1111 clc11cribed above, continue until 

the temperature of the air on the hills iM the same 1111 that in the 

valley, which at thi!! place, occurs abour 11 o'clock P. M.; then 

they suddeniy stop. when a new factor of rlyn11mic force make11 

itself manifest. The shrinkage: in volume of the heated atmos

phere: in the vulley by the loss of heat causes 11 1111g in the upper 

:tir immedintely over the rnlleys. which g-ra\'it:ttes until its npex 

tills the entire de1•re,sion between the hill,. 

~ 21. This suhtencling nir nwvement is represented in Plate r 

by the lc:tters F F F, :1111I the arrows with :1 cross. The letter F 

:1t ·the top rc:presents lhe >II;!, hnt the urrow, helow show the 

direction the air tukes :1frer it reaches the e11rth in the middle of 

the rnlley. The air now in contact with the ,oil is hented, p11sses 

up the side stre:11ns. hollows and on to the hills. as it did in the 

inst11nce before given, hut it does not return from the highlands, 

as the descending cut·rent ~upplies the uutffow. These move

ments continue until the sun in the morning-. or some other dis

.turbing cause, chunge them. 

EXPJ.,\NATJON-~ ::iz. Plate :l, page ..141, is a map of fifteen 
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11ection11 uf html 11itu11ted 11ro11111I the city nf W11hu11h, The hill11 

11nd river, the •ide 11tre11m11 1111d the cnnal, tho 1•011J1 11nd 01·iglnul 

1111rvey11 of lnml, 11re l11id llown. The n11me· of the owner who 

occupied the l11nd during the time the11e oh11ervntion11 11nd experi

ment• were in progrc1111, i11 written upon it, und e11pcci11lly the 

locution of hi11 til'11t, 11ccond 11111I third hou•e i• given, A peculi-

11rity in the topogl'Uphy of the country, .. hown on the e1111t end of 

thi, mnp, touching the he11lthf11lne1111 ot' the locnlity, will be de

scrihell further on. 

ACTIVITIKS CAV!IEO R\' .TIIE !IV!II, 

1. ~ 2;;. We mu•t not fail to recogni:r.e the fuct that the sun, 

though only u private in the 11erried ho~tM ofhenven, iM inn matc-riitl 

•cuse, so far as terrestrinl uffi1irs arc concerned, nlmost absolutely 

the prime mover of the whole. Cut oft" hih rays for a single 

month and all energy, whether•· mechnnical, chemical or vital," 

wouhl cease, and the earth herself would cry11tnlize and die. 

2. l! 2+ Since the doctrine of the correlation of forces and 

the conservation of energy has been comprehended und formu

latecl, it has been an easy task to confirm them by experiment: 

to truce terrestrial phenomena and the \'aried classes of energy, 

one by one, to solar origin . 

. l l! 2;. The raising of watt:r from rivers, lakes and seas, the 

building up of animal and vegetable organism&, the power of 

steam, the force of the zephyr. of the storm and of cyclone-arc 

clircctly, or remotely, all the result of the transformation of the 

sun's heat into the physical energy. When the sun works. it is hy 

undoin:: some previous w,1rk. If the surface of water is heated 

by the \'crtical rays of the sun. vapor flies off in the form of 

steam. The same power, by the agency of air, carries it on to the 

mountains where it is condensed into rain, and now the earth 

and its inhabitants drink: nature smiles-the sun has finished his 

work. It may observed. however. that solar energy. while this 

work was in progress, completely suspended or o\'erpowered the 

force of gra\'itation. though millions of tons of water were raised 



to the top of the 1111,untain in defi11nce of it, yet by itM own gravity, 

the mnjor purt of it ran back to itK.original fount11in. 

AM Molnr he11t iM the prime moving cuuKe of 1111 air currents, 

Kome attention muKI be given to the lnws that govern the per
formance of itM work. 

4. ~ 26. Hent seekK an equilibrium in three modes: First, by 
conduction. ThiK tukeK place only in solid~. Example: Heat 

one end of II poker, the other end mny he cold, but the heat pa~ses 
up the bnr from particle to particle until it produces the same 

temperature from end to end. The enrth's surface is heated in 

the snme manner, from the top downwnrd, but if the ground is 

wet it will not descend rnpidly, as explained at Section 10, 

'i· ~ 27. By con\'ectiori. ••This takes place only in liquids 
and gases. In these, every particle is in turn brought in contnct 

with II portion of the vessel, when the heat is applied, until all 

have attained the same temperature. "-[Pynchon.) Example: 

This is illustrated by boiling water in a glass tube over a lamp. 
Throw into the wale~ a small amount of pulverized coloring 

matter that will not readily dissol\'e, and apply the heat. The 

coloring matter will soon begin to move up one side of the tube, 

while that on the opposite side will run down to take its place. 
This motion will continue in the tube until every particle in it is 

heated to the !>oiling point. The expanded liquid in the tube 

being lighter bulk for bulk than the cool above, rises up and 

gives place to the cool below. This revolving motion continues 
until every ,,artical of water is brought in contact with the bottom 

of it. These phenomena are illustrated in nature on a lar~e 

scale, in the Gulf Stream and in the Trade-winds (q. v.) as set 

forth under the head of Local Currents. Forty years ago very 

little was known concerning these questions. 

6. § :iS. Radiation.• Heat seeks an equilibrium by radiation, 

by flying off in straight lines through space, from a hot to a cool 

• For tbe beneGt ortbe common reader, a general outline ortbe mode In wblcb 
beat le Imparted to 10llda, liquid• and 11:1118■ la elven; &illO tbe DU1Dner In wblcb they 
Impart It. 
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body. •• It is clear that heat is not transmitted hy conduction 

from particle to particle of the intervening air bec:iuse the con

ducting power of air is extremely small.' ·-[Pynchon.] ••It plays 

off from a heated body. not in a ,•ertical column as by convection, 

but equally in all directions, like the radii from the center of a 

circle.·• (Idem.) 

i· ••Radiant heat follows the same laws as radient light, ancl 

its velocity is the same. and tliey diminish as they recede from the 

hot body. not in proportion to the distance, but to the squares of 

the distance.·' A heated stove. for example. as every one knows, 

throws off its heat in e,·ery direction. from its sides bottom 

and top. 

S. ~ 29. \Vhen the sun shines simultaneously on land and 

sea, in the warmer latitudes, the two become unequally heated. 

This arises from their different absorbing power. As the sun's 

rays pass through the water from above without obstruction. it is 

very little heated; thus of the two. the earth becomes much the 

warmer. The air ovc:r the heated earth. being expanded by heat. 

rises and overruns the cooler air of the sea. while at the same time 

the cool air of the sea underrnns and take;; the place of the heated 

land air. thus forming a revolving aeri:11 cylinder of wide dimin

sions, with its axi,- lying parallel to the shore. These currents 

:md counter-currents move on from mornipg until night. After 

the sun sets, by ra,liation, both sea and land begin to cool. the 

latter much more rapidly than the former. \Vhen the temperature 

of the earth sink,- lower than that of the ocean, which it usually 

docs early in the morning. the motion of this pneumatic cylinder 

is reversed. carrying the sea breeze. washed and purified in 

occan·s bosom back to land ag:1in. At the same time, the land 

breeze is whirled out. freighted with ma11y impurities, living 

urganisms and germs of disease, to undergo _an ablution sin:iilar to 

the former. These agencies equalize the temperature of both 

earth and ocean and render districts otherwise uninhabitable. cool 

.m,l healthful. and the hreeze" fill the sails of co:isting ,·essels 
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-coming in and those going out, each one half the time.· \Vho 

cannot see wisdom, power and goodnesM here? 

ARSOICl'TION, 'rKANS~IISSION ,\ND nADIA'r&ns OK HKAT, 

9. ~ 30. The power of absorbing heat is in direct proportion 

to the power of emii.sion. 

10. Heat, too, plays an important role in air movements in the 

soil. The diurnal v11riation of temperature in the soil becomes 

less as the depth increases :and the point at which that variation 

disappears changes with the capacity of the ground for conduct

ing heat, and with the season.-[Qi1intlet-Prof. Forbes.] The 

-cold of wintt."r and the heat of summer become imperceptible. ut 

the depth of forty to fifty feet. and ncutralil(e each other. The 

sun"s heat in summer, however, penetrates the earth by induction, 

to the depth of forty to ninety feet, depending on the moisture, 

the looseness or compactness of the soil. 

11. \Vbile the sun remains above the horiwn, the hent radi

ated by the "urface of the earth into space, is compensated by the 

.absorption of solar beams, but when the sun sets, and thii; supply 

ceases while the emission of heat goes on. the surface becomes 

cooler, until its te01pernture sinks below that of the air. The air 

in contact with the earth, of course, participates in the reduction 

of temperature: the :1queous n1pur present speedily reaches its 

point of m:1ximu111 density :ind begins tu deposit moisture. whm,e 

quantity will depend upon the proportion of v.ipor in the atmos

phere and on the extent to which the cooling process has been 

carried. 

12. ~ 31. In :1 clear, c:11111 night succeeding a hot day, dew is 

formed abundantly. when the air is holding a quantity of vapor. 

Simultaneously. radiation is progressing with equal rapiditv. 

Xow, if a thermometer be placed on the surface of the soil :incl 

another a few yards abo\'e it, the latter may indicate 10, 15. zo, 
and even -J.O degrees Far .. above the former. and frrn,t niay he 

present, but the radiating surface of the earth h:ts not been coole<l 

to .any considerable depth. 
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13. ~ 3~. ••When the Kir in Kny locality acquireM K higher 
tempernture, or II higher dew point than that of the 1urrounding 
regionM, it iK 11pecifically lighter, und will 111ccnd, In aacending, 

it comeK under le1111 preM1111re and expundM, In expanding from• 
diminiMhed preMKUre, itgrowM colder ubout one und a quarterdegreeM 

for e,·ery hundred ynrdM of 11Mcent, In cooling RR low aM the dew 

point, it will begin to condense it11 vapor into cloud. "-(E11py), 
and evolve Intent caloric. ThiM evolution of latent heat will pre• 

vent the atmoMphere from cooling 110 fast. in its further nsccmt, und 

will also ussist in keeping the aMccnding volume warmer thun the 
atmoMphere urouml it. Where doe11 thiM a11cending volume of air 

i.:o, and whence eo111e11 the cold 11ir to take it11 place? They are 

not left to chance, we may rely upon it, but they are guided by 
laws that compel all parts, functions and movement11 of nature's 

machinery, to move in harmony.-[~ 4,, 1 5.] 

IIESID~:SCF.S MOVED ~-ROM SICKI.Y ·ro HEALTHY LOCALl'flES BY 

MY ADVICE IS ACCORDASCE WITH 'fHE!IE DISCOVERIES. 

1. ~ 33. W. J. Ford's residence, marked ~o. 1 [see mapj,. 
situated seventy feet above the river on dry table land, on the 

west half of southwest quarter of Section 9, Township 27, Range 
6 east, nc-ar a deep hollow runninJ,1; northward from the Wabash, 

River. From the canal, the mne rock had been worn away to a 

depth of thirty to forty feet, up to the road in front of his house,. 

Here. the hollow ended, and the brook ran over the rock's surface. 

At this point, a fine spring of pure cold water ran out from under 

the rocks. which, probably, induced the owner to locate his 

residence here. This house was occupied from the spring of 1840 

to 1S44. Aside from the river bottoms, there were no sources of 

malaria near it. During this interval of four years, the family 

suffored greatly from bilious attacks, from ague and from fevers. 
Three chilclren died here. The suffering, the loss of time and the· 
expense~. taken in connection with the hardships of a new 

country, were too great to be endured long. I was his famill' 
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phyMiciun und hiA brother. M_v M_vmp11thieM wore gre11tly excited 
in hiM heh11lf, not onl_v on uccount of our rel11tion11hip, but I had 

induced him to move from Alton, Ill., to \V11b11sh, on n promiMe 
that I would leuve ConnerM\'ille, Ind.,,und come here 11IK0, thnt we 

might Kpend our dayM together. 
I bud now di,cuvered the l11WK governing locnl currents of air 

and hnd hnd one yeur"• expe1·ience in (theoreticnlly) comparing 

their mu\'elllentM 11bout houKeK in henlthy nnd 11ickly plnce11. I 

w1111 110 thoroughly convinced that these theories were true thnt I 
11dvi11ed my brother to build II new house [No. :i, see 11111pJ sixty• 
live rodM west of the one he occupied, This site wns on ground 

thirty feet higher. and one fourth of II mile from the Wabash 

River, but the lime Rock was within f.,ur feet of the surface of 
the enrth. A well wa11 blasted oul thirty feet deep and II plentiful 

supply of w11ter ohtnined; a new frame house was finished and 

bi11 family occupied it before the next sickly season arrived._ This 

fall (1845) passed. with the exception of a short attack of colic, 
·without sickness. The- family li\'ed in this property a number of 

years and had no sickness incident to the country, and up to this 
-day, this is as healthy a location us is found in the Wabash Valley. 

The first l10use stood, up to 1855, and many families lived in it, 
every occupant during the autumn having more or less sickness 

•of II zymotic character. The number of cases of disease in the 

first dwelling were s•• much greater than that of the new, tht; 
neighbors wanted to know how the writer knew that ••that was 

a healthy place. '' 

~ ~ 3+· R. D. Helm, on Helm's Creek. in Section 9. lived at 
Ko. 1, on Map. Another house stood at No .. ,. occupied hy :1-

renter. II.'s family consisted of six persons. The_v were severely 

afflicted hy sickness each fall. wintcrand spring. Hisphy~ician"s 
bill ranged from $;5 to $100 each ye:1r. The second year he 

lived on this farm. two of the renter's children died. Thii- was 

in 18+5. He had heard that the writer was an • · .:xpert " in 

selecting a healthy location for a dwelling house. He came to me 
. .and said : ··I am in great distress. I fear we arc all going to 
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die ufl nt my hnuMc, I wnnt you to 1clect a healthy locntion for 

me to huilcl II hoqMe upon, and if there 111 none I 11hull lo11ve the 

country.•' Hi• ;;;1rt1111ity wa11 not tu be thru11t Hide. I went 

with him. The creek hud worn awny the rock, forming II v11l1oy 

:zoo feet wicle hy 35 clcep, with perpendicular wal111, up to 1-Ielm'K 
houMe, hut from here up the 11tre11m ran 11bove the rock. The 

houMt' Mtood in line with the 11xi11 ot' the vulley, H"".:, n Mtronl,:', 
cool Kpring flnwecl out from 11 _ crevice in the rockK. This location 

with itK en\'ironmcnt, waM very annlag11uM to W. J. Ford'11 dc
•crihecl 11hove. At the clo11e ofthi11 dny, ·the 11ir WRM 11till, the night 

wn• cleur :incl the muon WIIM full. -Y.' e 11et Kome Mtump11 on lire on 

e11ch side of the creek. By the,.e we could at once tell by the 
1111111kt', which wuy the air waK moving, Presently, the uir current 

drew into the valley and down it, toward the river. Thi• con

tinued until ne11r 11 o'clock P. M., when the atmo11phere wa11 •till: 

but, in a few minutes, the 11moke flared to the north and the 
current was changed. In a Khort time, the odor from the decom

posing anim:il 11nd vegetable matter from the bed of the river was 

pre,;eptihle in the uir. Shortly after this, the river valley bad 

reached the clew point and the black fog was seen at a distance 

~tre:1king up the creek. It covered both houses, barn anti orchard. 

Everything was submerged but a low hill on the opposite side of 
the stream, eighteen rods west of house No. t. As the night 

,uh·:onced the fog spread out laterally and covered this level table 

land, I know not how far, but it did not cover the hill, where the 

moon shone brightly all night and the noxious odor was not 
perceived. 

These observations were h.:pt up for several nights, at intervals. 

Vanes were used four feet long. suspended on fine silk thread and 
were very sensitive to air movements. During one particular 

ni;.:ht, the dew poir,t was not reached, because the radiation of 

heat from the river valley was reflected back by clouds. These 

fog- ,no,·cments cannot be depended upon to settle these import

ant <1uc,tiuns: but if the temperature sinks early in the morning 

to the dew point, the fog is commensurate with the moving vol-
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ume or air and Mhow1 accurately it1 length and breadth. It, 
margin• are 11~ well defined II thoAe of the Gulf Stream and can 
be accurately traced by the eye, When fog11 occur, however, 

they are of great-value, for they Mettle, not only the houndurie11 of 

air-currentM hut they indicate the condition of the soil over which 

they pa11K . 

.Mr. Helm was present when theKe experiments and obser

vationK were made. He wa11 ,o thoroughly convinced of their 
correctneHs and truth th11t he immediHtely contracted with A. D. 

MenK to make and burn II kiln of brick for a new house to be 
located on the hill before described. This house was finished 

and he moved into it. A new bunk barn with stone basement, 

and outbuildings were constructed at great expense-on '' faith 

alone,'' in my teaching. M'y faith h.nd been confirmed before, by 
demonstration: hence I did not feel much responsibility. 

What was the result of this change of location? 

The answer is brief. His medical bill the first year after the 

change, was $9.6S; the second year $.=;.37. Subsequently Helm 
sold his farm to Gen. John B. Rose. Rose's medical bill, the first 

year for a family of seven persons was $7: the second yenr, $3.25. 

The experience of these four yenrs convinced me that my sci
entific discu~eries were at open war with mv pecuniary interest. 

but the grntification and the knowledge of having achieved a 

discovery of real value to our fellow-man were of more value to 

me than money. 

~ 35. Close to Helm's first residence w:1s a large orchard. It 
was a noted fact that, wheu the fruit was destroyed by frc or 

freezing throughout the neighborhood, this orchard was heavily 

laden with fruit; that, '' when others failed. it hit "-making it 

very profitable to the owner. This result was obtained by the 
heated air and fog from the river bottom being transported into 

it, thus keeping away the late autumnal frosts until the young 

wood was fully matured and the fruit ~uds perfected and able to 

btand any degree of cold occurring in this climate. In the spring 
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Kenson, al110, the lnte fro11ts were pruventcnl from injuring It by the 
wurm uir-currunts debcrlbed above. 

It mav be 1tnted in this connection thnt the locality proper for 

vineyurds, gardens, nnd early nnd lnte vegetnble11, mny be deter• 

mined in the 1111me manner thnt you would flx II pince for a dwell• 
ing houKe, with this difference, however; you woultl locate the 

vineynrd, orchard or garden, where the hented air ,liduccumulate, 

and yom houKe where it did 110/. It is true, thi~ would 11eparnte 

them, but no intellii:ent man would expnKe to <lunger the health 

of himself und family by placing hi11 dwelling in a suitable 11ite 
for these conveniences. 

3. ~ 36. S. Mason settled nt No. r, on the east half of the 

northeast quurter of Section 9 (plate II), on the north bank of 
Helm's Creek. Herc this family were all sick. Mr. and Mrs. 
Mason had each a se,·ere attack of typhoid fe,·er, lasting six 

weeks This occurred in the fall of the year 1850. It was evi
dent that the family could not live here, and another site wa,; 

selected where his house now stands, at No. 2. At the time thii< 

location was made, the land was covered by a dense forest, by 

hushes, nettles noel other weeds, and it was difficult to get through 

them; hut its topography was learned and this selection made. 

Very little sickness i'ncident to the country occurred here. After 

the children grew up to be men and women, one boy died from 

the operation of lithotomy, two girls from consumption (hered
itary) and the father from heart disease; but these diseases may 

and do occur in any locality. 

The application of these laws governing currents of air has 

been practical in selecting healthy sites for dwellings, and three 

examples are given in sufficient detail to enable the reader, with 
statements given abo\·e. to understand how it is done. These are 

deemed sufficient. In the map where the figures I and 2 are 
placed. they indicate a change in accordance with the rules before 

gi\'CO 
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AIR MOVICMIOl'rN ON LBVICL LANJ>I, 

1137• Ln,·gc tracb of country, many mllea In extent, are found 
-•ome treelen, 1ome covered with timber. To the eye c,( the 

observer they nppenr level, yet they have their trend, and 1y1tem1 

of water cniir"e~: und, in many of them, the 1urrnce drainage i1 

almost perfect: in others, 11 string of pondK or 1wamp1 may be 

found and the M1trf11ce J,tenernll,v wet. No person in hi1111en1e11 

woulJ nttempt to live in Kuch II loc11tio11 ns thi1, not even nfter 

it had been thoroughly drninecl uncl cultivnted for four or five 
yearM: not till the sun'M r11y" and the Murrounding elements hnd 

wrought such chemicnl and mechanicnl changes in its surrace as 
would destroy the development of the germs of di11e11se: but in the 

former, henlthy locnlities may be found as ea!lily 11s in any 

other pluce. 

~ 3S. Another factor in expl111111tiu11 of these subjects must be 
considered here; it is the ••water level,'' or line of saturation in 

the earth. It f'orm~ a distinct boundary between the underlying 
saturated soil 11nd the ground nbovc it, which contains water and 

air in variable quantitiei-. (~ 10 ). 

The heat of the sun's rays does not penetrate the soil below the 

water level. If this be near the surface. the ground is cold and 
wet. and 1111 the conditions for the development of malaria are 

present. To live UJ'On such soil, you may depend upon it, is to 

endanger health and life. In newly settled countries, as the 

timber is cut away, the water courses arc cleared out and deepened, 

the w:ater level sinks. new wells han: been constructed or old 

ones sunk deeper, springs and brooks dry up, the h:achting ponds 

for mosquitoes and fogs disappear. These changes may cause 

some inconvenience and loss, but they "hould be regarded as har
bingers of a better sanitary condition of the country. 

§ 39. "There is a great difference in soils with respect to their 

power to absorb and retain moisture. Scarcely any arc ·~ ithout 

it, and some possess the property to a very remarkable extent. ' '
[A.H. Buck]. Soils absorb heat in proportion to their looseness 



111sronr OP TIIE PVRD FAMU.T, 

or co111pnctne~M, hut chiefly by their dryneKK or d11mpneH, Dry 

MoilM 11111y 11bM01·b heut downwnrd hy conduction (§ 4) from forty 

to ninety feet <luring the Mummer 11ea11011, but Moil that i1 very 
d11111p, 11l1110Mt to Mnturntion, 11hMorbK hent very Mpurinirly, for thi11 
renMon: The p11rticleM of earth nre Axed nnd almo11t Murrounded by 
wnter nncl cannot rendily trnnMmit hent downwnrd. On the 

other hnnd, hent hy convection (~5) c1111not deKcend, for the par
ticles of water nt the top nre lighter than tho11e below, and hence 

hnve nu power to descencl. Evnporntion, too, curries off 11 )urge 
per cent. of heut, con,.equently theMe lnndM, as compnred with dry, 

arc 11lw11ys cool, damp and unhenlthy. Having finished theMe 

cxpl11n,1tionM, we return to the discussion of air movement8, 

~ 40. After the sim sets-in a clear, still night-radiation of 
hent progresses eq11111lv on both wet and dry soil,., ns before 

cxpl:tinecl. As the wet surface has but little heat to radiate, its 
tempi:rature is soon reduced to the dew point, or till frost falls, 
the air is heavy and cold, but the dry land and the air above it are 

comparatively warm: the warm volume of air being lighter. 

ascend,: at the same: time, the denser volume of atmosphere over 

the wet land underruns it and takes its place on the dry land. 

Thus the w:1rmer and cool air continue to chang-e pl:1ces until an 

equilibrium in temperature is formed and the upper downward 
current reverses it. [ See Plate 1. ;!2i, 28, :19.] On prairies, these 
air mo\'ements, like the sea and land hreezes, may extend over 

many miles, and. :ire governed hy the same forces and in the 

same way as those that take place among the hills and valleys. 

l'ECULIAI( All! :\10\'E:\fESTS • 

. ~ 41. The ,·alley of Trc:aty Creek one mile above its mouth, is 

nearly fifty feet above the bed of the Wabash Ri\'er, the space 
between the hills on either side is se\'enty feet deep and 300 feet 
wide. From this point the r:t\'ine rapidly increases in depth to 

100 feet and in width to 1,000 feet. ~ear its mouth it turns east
ward :m<l strikes the axis of the \Vabash River Valley at an angle 

of So dcg-rees. Again, the hills on the north side of the river fall 
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h1u:k un the line of thiM angle, formin,1t II pocket; thiM gives great 
width of bottom. Now. let_ the cool clenMe uir move clown the 

creek 111 the rute uf two or three miles an hour, and impinge 
11guinst the wurm 11ir in the river bottom moving eaMtward with 

the Mnmc velocity, the direction of hoth currents is changed, but 

·the cooler forceK the warm air 11round thiM r:11/ de sac and upon the 

hillM west of it currying the fog and mularin with it, thus distrib
uting the germs of disease in a locality otherwise henlthy. on the 
'hills and highlands for miles around. No swamp or stagnant 

water exists here, and all the conditions for the development of 

miasma, except the bed of the river itself, were wanting. 

Before the timber was cut away, the ,ame dise11s,!s obtuir.etl 

that do now. The people call this a • • Poison Point. '' '!'his idea 

w11s borrowed from the Miami Indians, who offered tobacco on a 

huge bow Ider here to propitiate the •·Great Spirit•' for fear the 

-evil genii would afflict them. The altar is gone. the offering has 

failed ancl the donor has entered the•• happy hunting ground,'' 
but the genii are at their• post yet. demanding their victims. 

~ 4z. Another peculiarity of these movements is shown in a 
narrow, deep ravine east of the old cemetery running northward. 

The pressure macie against the air current ascending the river by 

that passing clown Treaty Creek. forces the air up this ravine on 
the highlands northeast of the city. These lands, though 100 

feet above the river, are naturally clamp and lose their heat early 

in the evening. On these the fog from the river bottom rolls up 

the valley. and crosses them about Ir o'clock P. M., and it fre

quently runs o,·er into the valley of Charley's Creek. This 

locality for the past forty-three years has had more deaths and 

more sickness of a grave type. in proportion to the number of 
inhabitants occupying it, than any place within the radius of five 
miles from the city of \Vabash. \Vithin the last four years, the 

number of cases of disea~e in this locality has greatly diminished, 

-especially intermitting fevers. but the graver types. such as rheu· 
•matism, consumption, enteric and typhoid fevers still continue. 
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The question may he asked why cool and hot volumeK of air 

do not mix and eq11111ize their temperature by this method. The· 
answer to this question is not fully settled. Oxygen is a magnetic 

suhstance, but nitroi:en is dia magnetic. These two rases when, 

mixed, twenty measures of the first to seventy-nine of the last, 

form our atmosphere. The difference in density of warm and 

cool volumes of air may change their magnetic condition. At any 

rate. they do not mix in nature's laboratory in this way, as is 
illustrated on a grand scale by the movements of the trade winds •. 

PATHOTOPIA.• 

WHERE NOT TO IIUILD A HOUSE. 

~ 43 In st:lecting a site for a dwelling house, shun ground 

in which the water level is high and the soil is wet or very damp. 

and in which there may be a large amount of humus or decaying· 

animal or vegetable matter, and where thorough drainage cannot 

be obtained. Test the water supply first. If much vegetable or 

animal matter is found in it, select another site. Mists and fogs

arc always unhealthy. ~ever locate at the mouth of a valley 

that empties into a larger one, nor upon its banks if the fogs

,-ettlc there. These valleys act as venti-ducts or chimneys to carry 

air laden with moisture and the germs of disease to the high

land~ ,1lung the hanks for great distances. If the prevaling winds 

pass over mars11)• lands or water where mists or fogs abound, 

avoid their track. Avoid damp, dark valleys and low places 

surrounded by hills: avoid locations where the air passing up 

running streams. wilJ strike. the residence. In mountainous. 

countries. shun _places where the cold winds. after a hot clay. run 

down their slopes and cover the dwelling. The variation in 

temperature in winter on slopes facing to the northwest is too

great for health and comfort, if it can be avoided. Neither the 

top nor bottom of high hills is eligible for a dwelling place; the

former is too changeable. the latter too damp. 
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~ 44. HouseM should not be el'ected on whnt is cnlled "made

up-ground,'' unless thoroughly under-drained before the fill i" 

made, especially, if it wn11 a hollow through which the water 

Rowed after wet spellM, Rains rmd melting snow fill the inter• 

11tices of the ground for many feet beneath tht- surface, This 

water percolates through the earth into these hollows, and carries 

out particle by particle of the finer constitutents of the soil until a 

natural conduit or water way is formed; through this, the land 

above is relieved of its surplus water, so far as the trend is in this 

direction. The places are u!'ually filled up with ashes, street 

-cleanings. dirt from cellars, and every variety of garbage from the 

town or city. When this ground is filled with water, the natural 

outlet being blocked up, the hydraulic pressure from above forces 

this water through the interstices of the made-up ground, carry

ing out its carbonic acid and other noxious gasses, filling the air 

in its locality with dampnCbs and malari.i. These are dangerous 

locations and should never be occupied by living being!'.' until 

thoroughly drained below the filling. I will ventnre the opinion 

that such places may be traced out in cities to-day, which have 

not been completely under-drained, by the cases of sickness that 

-occur alone. These negative observations are written for the 

rural population: in cities and towns it is only the privileged few 

who have the advantage of selecting sites for new houses. 

HYGETOJ>I.A." 

WHEIIE TO BUILD ,\ HOUSE. 

ii 45. Select an elevated situation where the water is pure, 

and does not rise and fall by accessions of surface water after hard 

·rains, and where its level does not range above fifteen feet below 

the surface: where the drainage is or may be made perfect; where 

·the air is fine and pure and not contaminated by emanations from 

the soil; where the sun's rays al'e not obstructed by higJ.. hills or 

forest trees. Fear not his rays. for by them all animated nature 

•Hya::dtopln, a bculthy locality. 1-'rorn Hy,;lela, healthy, ,wd topo,,, place. 
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live11, movei; and grow11, Select a soil, if po&Mible, nottoo retentive• 

of moi11t11re; but II dry, gravelly, 1111ndy loam or limestone for

m11tion, compact clny or clay with g1·avel, and a low water level 
with thorough drainage, makes a commendable site. A bench,. 

part way up a hill, not near II break or hollow in it, facing ·the 
southeast, south or Mouthwest, other thing11 being equal, make& a. 

very plea11ant place for a dwelling houKe on such tormations. 

~ 46. On level lands, it is needful to proceed with more cir-

cumspection. It is necessary, not only IQ make accurate obAer

vations on air currents, hut the thermometer must be used to settle· 
these important questions. Dig nr bore down from one to three 

feet. in se\'eral places, on dry as well as on damp grounds; take 
the temperature at the bottom and top of all excavatiom1, and• 

then compare them. The soil that will carry the largest amount 
of heat the lowest down, in a given time, is, in the main, the· 

clryest. A soil that will not conduct the sun's heat downward is 

unfit to li\'e upon, it is too damp and too wet. 

OTHKII FACTS 11.LUSTIIATIVE 01-' AIR CURRENTS. 

;: 47. Late in the fall of 186:. the Army of the Southwest 

camped near the town of Patterson. Reynolds County, Mo., on a, 

plateau with hills south and north of it. The smoke from our 

camp tires divided in the middle and ascended these hills. The 

fall rains had .commenced and the camp was muddy, but the
night was cold and the mud was frozen-where it was not too 

deep-bani enough to bear a horse: yet, on these hills, tender 
vegetation was green and gave no signs of frost. By 11 o'clock 

each night the sky overhead was clear. but the hills were covered. 
by a canopy of smoke. 

!: 4S. \Ve were camped on Jack's Fork of Current River, in. 

Shannon County. :Mo. Here all the native physicians had left 
with the Confederate army. .It was in the fall of the year. · The 

country was mountainous, with scanty ve~et.ition, dry and barren, 

but the people were sick without any apparent cause. Their dis-
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eaBes were of a grave type. The prominent features were these : 
Mind sluggish, skin cool and clammy, pulse too slow and weak, 

tongue heavily coated and brown in the middle, breath foul, some 

enlargement in the region of the liver, tenderness over the head 

of the colon, and vitality low, The system seemed to be over• 

whelmed with Mome narcotic poison. No re-action took place, 
the patient Jied. When asked for a cause of this sickness in the 

sterile region, the people said : ••In the fall, when the wind& 

come from Black River Swamps, a great many people get sick 

and die; the doctors can't do much for it.'' '' How far are these 

swamps from here? '' '• Fourteen miles. '' • • How do you know 

it comes from these swamps?'' With a look of surprise. the 
answer came: "Why, can't you smell the cypress?" Sure 

enough, the odor of cypress was in the air. Cypress grew in the 

swamps of Black River, but not on Currant River. This case 

is cited to show how far miasma may be carried by air currents, 

and to warn persons intending to locate sites for houses, towns or 

cities, not to place them -in the line of prevalent winds that pass 

over swamps, though many miles away. 

~ 49. Surely the founders of \Vashington City knew nothing 

about hygiene, or they would not have located it at a bend of the 

river, where the atmosphere, passing up the Potomac, sweeps 
through a large portion of the city. There is, also, an almost ir

reclaimable swamp adding its pestilential germs to the already 

contaminated breezes that pass over it. The White House is in 

the line of these insalubrious air currents and should not be oc• 
cupied by the·• Nation's Chief'' during the sickly season. 

~ 50. These air movements have been seen a great many times 

in the Wabash Valley, when the people were clearing the land 
and burning the brush and logs on it, the smoke from the burning 

timber ascending upon the hills on each side of the river. These 
phenomena did not always occur. If the wind or a moderate 

breeze came from the south or southwest, the heat and smoke 

were wafted to the north or northwest. It was further observed 
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that when the clouds ran low in the e\'ening and the air was still 

in the vulley, these revolving air currents(;: 4- 5) did not occur, 

but the valley cooled by radiation down to the dew point, and the 

fog tilled it from hill-top to hill-top until the sun in the morning 

resolved it into air. In this case the wind was too near the earth 

for the de~cending current to move with ,.uflicient force to set in 

motion the clements below. These phenomena occasionally occur, 

abo of clear nights. probably from the same cause. 

I failed to mention another factor connected with these revoh·

ing air currents or machine, if I may he allowed to use the name. 

described more or Jes" through these pages; it is this: This 

machine, without disturbing any other motion or movement, 

travel!". up the Wahash \"alley at the rate of two or three miles an 

hour. and for the space of forty years I never saw it move in an 

opposite direction. 

,\lit Cl'ltRE:STS l:S THE EARTH. 

;: 51. This treatise would be imperfect without a description 

of·· ground air-movements.•· 

··The atmosphere penetrates the earth and circulates beneath 

its surface to an indefinite depth. '"-[William Ford). To the 

scientist. to say nothin~ of the scientific agriculturist. this is a very 

important study. ill\·oh:ing ( 1) a '"knowledge of the com,titution 

of ,;oil: (:? ). pollution of soil; (3). and diseases induced by con

ditions of soil. ,. The study of the constitutents of the ,;oil be

longs to the domain of chemistry. and cannot be described in this 

article only so far as it has a direct hearing on sanitation through 

the medium of ground air and pollution of soil. 

;: 5:?. What is understood by soil in the following sketch 

consists of clay. sand and gravel intermingled with animal and 

\'egetablc substances, including;water, ammonia and several gases, 

not including rock formations, but ~uch as are used for-agricul

tural purposes. wet lands and swamps. The air circulates through 

the :;::round down to the water le\·el (;: 39). 
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The amount of air in the soil is apt to be under-estimated. 

••Loose sand and gravel contain fifty per cent; moderately pul

verized soil, twenty.five per cent, and loose soil turned up for 

agricultural puposes may contain from two to ten times its 
volume of air. "-[Parks.]. Gases usually found in the soil will 
be mentioned in the order in which they are found in the great-

1;st quantity, namely, nitrogen, oxygen, carbonic acid gas and 

hydrogen. All of these gases when taken into the system of 
man in moderate quantities produce no deleterous effect, but 

carbonic acid gas breathed foto the lungs is a deadly poison. It 

is what is known as well damp. Any locality where this gas is 
extensively generated in the soil is regarded as unhealthy. The 

forces that act on the air in the earth are winds that pass over it, 

heat by expansion, cold by contraction, rains and melting snows. 

~ 53. Air being 770 times lighter than water, can go where it 
can go. Bear this statement in mind and reflect upon it. Pet

tenkofer has demonstrated the faciJity with which air passes 

throull"h compact soils, through brick, through mortar and through 

plastered walls. Example-A leak sprung in a gas pipe under 
one of our streets a few days ago. The gas passed from it through 
the soil a distance of 6oo feet and filled a citizen's cellar, well and 

cistern. The leak was stopped and the nuisance disappeared. 
Let the wind move briskly in the line of a tile drain, twenty rods 

long .ind laid four feet deep with the windward end closed. 

Then the wind will rush out of the open end strong enough to 
put out a light or move light bodies. In this case the super• 

incumbent air, by its pressure on the surface of the ground forces 

the air below the soil in the same direction. Hibernating animals 

could not live in the earth if the air did not circulate through it. 

In the winter season, the earth cools down to about 41 degrees 
Fah. below the frozen crust, and its interstices are filled with 

cold, dense air. In the summer season. it is heated down from 

forty to ninety feet by the sun's rays. This dense air e~pands by 

heat and rushes out, carrying with it all the gases and germs of 
disease that may have been generated in it through the winter. 
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Thus it inhnles to repletion in wintel' nnd exhnles in Rummer, yet 

it ha11 n diurnnl respirntion, cnused by the 1111me force and in the 

snme mnnncr but in less degree.[~ 39j. 

~ 54. Rain11 and melting 11nows fill the earth'11 surface with 

water, and, unle11s they full in great ahundance, the enrth is not 

filled with them down to the water level [~ 3S j: then, as the 

water sinks by its own weight, the air below is fMced out, and 

that above followed by its own gl'a\·ity. E\'ery hen\'y shower 

repeats this mo\'cment in the soil. 

;: 55. Rain water, though almost pure; contains n small pet' 

cent of ammoni:1 and carbonic acid.~but when it strikes in the earth 

it dissolves out, from decaying substances on the earth's surface, 

an amount of :mimal and vegetable matter. which it carries down 

with it. It i~ upon these extracted matters that aquatic insects 

live: their presence is a sul'e indication of contamination. This 

water is not potable-it pllutes the air above it. 

~ 56. It is an acknowledged fact that a tile dr.tin, well laid, 

four feet deep. will carry otf water from a strip of ground, fifty 

feet wide on each side of it. Now suppose the house well be fifty 

feet deep, the water trend would be. on all sides. 300 feet-6oo in 

diamc:ter. The dwelling house is always near it, and on farms. 

the cattle yard. the stable, the hog-pen. and above all that most 

ahominal and unmanag-cable of all nuisances-the pri\'y-are 

within 100 to zoo feet of the well and house. And. suppo~e 

further, that the soil around the building is polluted by slops and 

:rarbage from the kitchen. in what condition would you expect to 

find the water in the well, and the air in the ground around it? 

l'ollut,·d. f!f ro11r.w·. Tl1t• f()rmrr 1111.ftl lo dri11J:: the latter unfit 

f() 6rral/1r. This is not an overdrnwn picture. I have ,;aid noth

about the condition of the cellar. about \'entilation, and about 

poisonous gases, from ~ources indicated above. Air and water 

are grouped together here. because the w:iter carries the filth_ into 

the earth an<l contaminates the nil' above it. 

~ 5i· In cold weather, when the dwelling is heated, the air 

inside being lighter than that under it, runs up through the floor 
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,and around the wallM. Thi11 movement i!1 cnu~ed by the prcHurc 

of the cold atmoKphcre outHidc forcing the ground nir under the 

wallK of the hou11~ to tnke the pince of the air inKidc, These air 

movementK continue 1111 long as the heat i11 kept up inside. The 
reader Mhould recollect that if the water level is high, the air 
coming in from helow will he landed with moi,iture, nnd nil textile 

fabrics mny be clamp nncl mouldy (§ 32). 

* 58. Dampness is the exciting cnuse of colcl11, bronchitis, 
rheumatism. consumption, and, doubtle~s, mnny other clisense11. 
Pol/11/etl air ,w,I water give rise to a large class of maladies 

known ai,; • • filth diKeases.' ' too numerous to name, but typhoid 

fever nnd dyphtheria are specimens of them [~ 3S]. 
The mass of people know little or nothing about the first prin

ciples of hygiene. To them it is a sealed book; they have no 
means of gaining knowledge in this direction. Physicians as a 

body, are not learned in this science, and are too busy to impart 

knowledge to their patrons. The daily and weekly press ·have 

adequate facilities for disseminating this kind of knowledge among 
the people; but, they, too, like the physicians. are not skilled in 

this department of science. These pages are written to remedy 

this defect, so for as they go, and to impart some knoweledge of 

~ir movements not before kn .. wn. If any person is disposed to 
object or to criticise any ,t:1tement made by me. in these pages, I 
hope he will do me the honor. not only to show wherein I am in 

error, but give me the truth, or, at least, something better in the 

place of it.-•· Sa:·,· thr :,•heal l,11/ b1tr11 the dar11d. • · 

ADDEKDA. 

TltADE WIXDS. 

''Observer·· asks for an example in nature on _an extended 

scale in suppMt of your [my] theory of local currents; several 
have been given but we will gratity •'Observer·' with one, the 

truth of which, we think, he will not call in question. 

Trade winds: '' When the part of the earth's surface which is 
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heated i, 11 whole zone, IIM in c1111e of the tropics, 11 wind will ■et 

in tow11nl11 the heated tropical zone from both 11ide11 and uniting,. 

will 1111cencl, and then 11eparating, flow 1111 upper current11 in en• 

tirely oppo•ite direction11. Hence the surface current will flow 

from the higher latitudes toward~ the equator and an upper cur

rent town rd the poles. If then the earth wa1 at rest, a north wind 

would prevail in the northern half of the globe, and II south wind 

in the southern half. But theKe directions arc modified by the 

motions of the earth on its axis from east to west. In virtue of 
this :u.tion objects on the earth's surface nt the equator are carried 

c:1st at the rate of 17 miles a minute, hut a,i we recede from the. 
equator its vdocity is continually diminished: at 6o degrees it is 
only S½ miles a minute, or half the velocity of the equator and at 
the poles it i,. nothing. 

For further knowledge of these forces that modify these air 

currents may be found in Chamber!'' Encyclopedia under the· 

word • • wind. " 

It i,. not necessary for our purpose tu give further explan

ations. 

There j,. :1 hdt four or th·e degrees wide parallel. to the equator 
extend in:,.: around the t::1.rth known as the ••region of calms.,,. 

It marks the meeting time of the north and south trade winds 

when they mutually neutralize each other. The north trades 

prevail betwec11 the 9th and 26th degrees. and the south between. 
the fourth degree north and the twenty-second degree south. On

the north side of the equator there is a zone or belt 17, degrees 

wi<le, equal to 1,173 mile~, extenping entirely around the earth. It 
i, e,,tabli,hed hy observation that there is within the tropics a cool 

surface-wind flowing toward the belt of calms, and at the same 

· time there is a heated overflow current blowine- towards the north. 

pole: thus cooling the tropical rc:,:ions and warming the northern. 
~imilar movements are found on the south side of the belt of 

calms that obtain on the north side. ( See paragraph~ 19 above). 
Thus these vast air currents form two revolving- cylinders about 
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:,4,000 mileM long nnd 49 degrecM-3,381 geogrnphicnl mile~ wide. 
11 ObMcrver" may object nnd MIIY thnt thiM is not n pnrnllel c11sc; 

1 1 there iH no Hubtencling current. '' 
True. In this case there is no· loss of temper11ture in the belt 

of cnlm~; it is mnintained the Mnme the yenr nround; but in the 

cnsc mentioned 11t pnr11graph ~ ::o, :u super, there is n loss of heat 
and a shrinkugt" in the volume of uir which induces the super

incumbent air to 11ettle down and fill the v11Jley. Nothing of this 

kind prevails in the tropics. 

ALKALIES IN BREAD. 

A CAIJSF. OF CHASGE IS TYPE o~· FEVER, ASD OTHKR PATHOLOG• 

ICAL COSOITIONS. 

By JAlrEs Fono. M. D., Member of Medical Society of Indiun11, 
Ex-Surgeon 8th Indiana Infantry: U . .S. Surgeon for 

Pension Bureau. Read before the Wabash 

County Society, October zSth. 1875. 

Inflammatory fevers of 100 years ago did not present phenomena 

in many respects like those of to-clay. Then. the ft:brile action 

ran higher. con,equently the fever terminated sooner in resolution 

or disolution. Xow they, yet sthenic. approach the asthenic type. 
The fever is lower. morbid, changes less rapid, and, if left to run 

its course, the termination is generally more fa\·or:1ble. The 

former required heroic antiphlogistic treatment. blood letting, 

emetics, :ilteratives and diaphoretics: the latter scarcely ever 

required venR·~ection or emetics; alteratives. diaphoretics and 

tonics, meet :ill the indications. 
Other phy~ical changes have occurred within the period above 

stated, not only in the churacter of the diseases. but in their fre

quency also. Among these may he mentioned. kidney diseases. 

heart disease, decay of the teeth. uterine engorgements, dimin-
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ished lactation, consumption and scrofula, together with all that 

train of morbid symptoms arising from poor blood. spanremia. 

From this statement of facts, which, we think, no one will 

deny, the question aris1:s, Why this change? Has the physicaL 

organir.ation deteriorated, or does it arise from telluric causes, 

over which we have no control, or may it not arise from sub

stances which impoverish the blood, when .• taken into the

economy mixed with the food we eat? 

We will notadvancea_ny theory touching all these questions, but 

will confine our re.marks principally to substances taken into the 

circulation from the bread we cat, which change the protean 

compounds into uria and uric acids. 

It is certain that w~·-:at bread has been, at least, a paJot of the 

food of man for 6,000 years; ••leavened bread and unleavened 

hread' ' ar1: mentioned in the eariie!>t records that have descended 

to us. This was a wholesome, nutritious bread. Fifty years.ago. 

our mothers learned from some source, that • • potash,'• as it was 

then called. if cfo,solved in sour milk and immediately mixed with. 

wheat flour. would puff up the dough of which they made light 

bread. The caus1: of this they did not know; the effect of this. 

co~pouml on the digestion and the econom~ generally they cared 

not to a,k. A few years later the whiskey m.tkers of- New 

England learned that by suspending potash oyer t~e fermenting_ 

grain in th1: beer tubs its • • raising qualities" were much im

proved; this salt th1:y c,11led • • salaral:us.' • A part of the· potash. 

,uhjected to this process absorbed another equivalent of carbonic 

acid, generated by the fermenting ••mash.'' then. it was a mix

ture of carbonate and bicarbonate. This impure salt was put up 

in poun,1 packages, with printed directions as to how it should 

be.- used, and ,old all over the country for years afterward. Of 

late years other alkali1:s and other salts have been brought into use. 

Of these the bicarbonates of soda, bitartrate of potash ( cream of 

tartar) and ,alaratus (bicarbonate of potash) are much us1:d in the 

rai,ing of biscuit. The common alum (alumina et potassa sul

pha,) ha~ been extensively used, not for the purpose of making the-
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bread light, but to make it heavier, whiter and tougher, and if the 

flour is had, to give it a .better uppearance.-I-lere, then, we have 

four nlk:1linc ;.uhstances entering into our daily food in sufficient 

quantities. we think. to materially injurt> the health and constitution. 

Herc we must let this branch of the subject rest until we shall 

have examined.the protein compounds, namely, albumen, fibrin, 

ancl cascine. 

ALBUMEN.-COMPOSITION C400. H310. N50. 0120. S2. P. 

Albumen ii. a clear fluid, and one of the _most important of the 

constitntents of the blood, and is !'resent. _:11;1 larger quantity than 

any of the other solid matters contained.in it. It exists in a state 

of solution in the serum and constitutes :1!:>out 7 · per cc_nt. of the 

entire mass of the blood. If the proportion of albumen, -in a state 

of health, ranges from 70 to 75 parts in 1,000, in disease, as in 

cholera, it accumulates to 131, but in Bright's disease, it sinks as 

low a;. 55 in 1,000. • 

Bffecl of base.,· 011 albumen.-The presence of an alkali in liquids 

(Dr. W. A. Miller) containing albumen considerably modifies the 

reactions; if the alkali be present in large quantity the solution 

docs not coagulate when heated. Again, albumen forms definite 

compounds with the alk:11ie~ •. and their metallic oxides. Coag• 

ulated albumen is dissolved freely by the so:utions of the alkalies, 

and, according to Lieberkuhn, it retains 54 per cent. of pota~h, 

which holds it in solution. This solution of pot:1ssic albumin11tc, 

is not coagulated by boiling it in. water. Sodic albuminate re• 

semblcs the potassic compound and may be formed in a similar 

manner. Thus i_t appears that the alkalies. potash and soda. dis

solve fibrin in the tissues or out of them. 

Albumen, though not a vital fluid, is tht: original • · Pa611lnm •' 

from which all solids are generated, affording the 11mlerial for 

the production of the fibrin, the globulin and the h:cmatin·of the 

blood, yet. of itself, it has no formative capacity. Fibrin. then, is 
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built into the tissues by their own inherent power of transforming 

and appropriating it. 

FIBRIN. 

Muscular fiber is chiefty composed of fibrin. and is closely 

allied, in its chemical composition and general properties. to 

Albumen. Albumen and fihrin, in their chemical relation~, and 

we may also mention caseinc, seems to he modifications of the 

same suhstance. 

Fibrin contains more oxygen and nitrogen than albumen; as the 

following table will show. In 100 parts of fibrin we Gnd : 

Nitrogen 
Ox~·gen 

Albumen. 
16.48. 
1S.z7. 

Fibrin. 
17.:::1. 
19·35· 

Cascine. 

Thus it will be seen that albumen, by an increase of oxygen, is 

changed into fihrin. and fibrin by an additional increase of oxygen, 

is changed into caseinc. •· Of the substances that accelerate the 

metamorphosis of the tissues.* and thus augment the solids of the 

urine. the alkalies and their carbonates arc those whose action is 

the hest known: the,-e twith such of their salts are as formed by 

the acid~ which arc decomposed in the blood into the carbonic, 

such as the acetates. tartrates. and citrates ), have powerful solvent 

action on the albuminous compounds generally. and tend to break 

up tho,-e compounds into similar forms of combination. Hence, 

··they tend to hasten the retrograde metamorphosis of the tissues; 

their chemical force being exerted. n"t merely on those which are 

already in a state nf disintergration. but also on those' which, being 

disposed to degenerate, ca11110/ exercise Iha/ resisting p,r.1.1er t 
which they possess. when in a ,-tate of complete vital acth·ity. 

Dr. Parks has given satisfactory evidence that it causes an in

crease in the solids of the urine generally, but especially in the 

urea and in the amount of sulphuric and phosphoric acids; thus 

•cu.rpenter•M PbyMloJo,:-y. Pa,ce 400. 
(·Ibid. 



AI.KALIES IN BREAD. 

clearly showing that it hastens the metamorphosis of some of the 

albuminous structures of the body. The increase was more 

marked, says this author, in cases of chro11ic diseases lha11 i11 

ordinary hr.a/th. In a case of Eczema, Dr. Parks gave liquor 

pottassre with this result. The solids were incre11sed from 66o.1 

to 689.6, Urea 371.5 to -J.54-5, sulphuric acid 29.2 to 33.6, Phos
phoric acid ,u.o to 15.-J,: 11,~d in II case of Phthisis, with Liq. Pot. 

the solids were increased from 6oS . .:: to 7S1.7, Urea 368.S to 4oS.S, 
Sulphuric acir! 1S.6 to 20.9: Phosphoric acid 9.9 to 145. A similar 

table has been given by Golding Bird. 

It w:1s the boast of our grandf:ithers that they lived to a good 

old age with all or nearly all of their teeth i11 si/11 and sound; but 

how is it now? Sound teeth are the exception, and decayed 

teeth or no teeth at 1111, is the rule. Artificial teeth, shining in 

the mouths of men in the prime of life, and young ladies in their 

teens, arc a kind of dental logic, which needs only to be stated to 

carry conviction that there is something wrong, an error loci 11t 

least, in the mouth, if not' in the system at l11rge. 

It may be asked why the teeth decay and not other bones as 

well? The answer is, other bones do become necrosed from 

the same causes. The ani;wer of one que,;tion will be the 11nswer 

of both. 

Every organ has its morphic and metmorphic, its tearing down 

and building up process, so to speak, peculiar to itself. We have 

most marvelous exemplification of design. which the vital econ

omy of the body presents in no less :1 degree than it~ organized 

structure: an explication of power more maryelous. when it is 

shown that, not only every kind of tissue. but every spot of e\'ery 

organ has its own special pabulum, dr11wing something from the 

blood, which is different from that appropriated by e\'er)' other 

part of the body, save the corresponding spot on the opposite 

side. This position seems fully established by the re~earches of 

Dr. \\'. Budd, and of Mr. Paget, on symmetrical diseases. 

The conclusion seems unavoidable, ••that, however closely one 
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portion of skin or bone may seem to resemble unother, the only 

parts that arc exactly alike are those which repeat each other 

symmetrically on opposite sides of the body: for, although no 

po\\er or artifical chemistry may determine the difference, the 

chemistry of the living body makes it evident, the morbid ma

terial testing-out the parts for which it h:is the gre:itest affinity 

uniting with those alone and passing by the rest.·· Thus the 

.<yphiliti,- poi.,·,,11 ho.< it.< .<1°,1/.< '!.i d,•clio11. -.i.•hi,-h it bri,~~-• lo attod: 

th,· bo11,·,ji:1:il~~- ,>11 .-,·rtoi11 part.< of th,• tibi.c 011d •!i the sk-u// -with 

.::r,•,1/ 1111iti•r111il_y. This law obtains, also, in the decay of the 

lrdh. 11: for cx:unple. the second molar tooth, on the right side 

of the upper jaw. is carious. the corresponding tooth, ca:leri.< por

i/>11.<, will he found diseased also. Thus each tissue, taking from 

the hlood the food it needs, it becomes an excretory organ; and 

removes from the blood that which, if left in it. would be injurious 

to the nutrition of the hody generally. Thus the phosphates, 

which art' deposited in the teeth and bones, are as effectually ex

creted from the hlood. and :ts completely prevented from acting 

injurionsly on the other tissues. as are those which are discharged 

in the urine. But suppose we introduce some chemical agent 

into the circulating mass that interferes with this nice discrim

inating power. so to speak. of these excreting tissues, not only 

from meal to meal. but from _ve:ir to year. from the cradle to the 

g-ravc: let the following table show, 

In explanation of this table. it ma~· be necessary to state that 

the writer caJled on eight respectable ladies who had no small 

children. and requested them to give him as much baking powder 

as they used for one meal. and the number of each of their fam

ilies. This powder was invariably measured out with a spoon, 

ancl put in a package with the numher of persons in a family, and 

the donor's name inscribed upon it. These parcels were weighed 

and the contents gi,·en us in the table on next page : 
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SAL·rs USF.O IN HHF.AD AT ONF. MEAi •• 

I : . I ' ---

•• ru-lL I u-d )n1turtrulu Rnkln,r No. or Wel,rht Weli;ht Totl&I 
,,nmu O ~ , ~~u. Poln...,. Pnwd.,r. Famlly. In ,;ruin• ror e11cb. Gn,. 

I 1----·· . 
I. l<odn• lllr11rh ..... I I · !ilotla'1m1.1 I I' ~ 61 

Cream T:trtcr .. . j i · ,r oi · · · · · · · · · 4 12:? 
:!. Rnklu,: l1owtler ... Hoda.. .... .. ..•. .. •... .. •.•. ,c J:i.e; 
:l. ll11kl ug Powd1•r ... 'll:lod" . : ............ wrt 11cld 4 :l-10 
~. l<odn.. ....... ... I 1 80<11111111.1,rt Pot •••· •• .... 3 tlO 

Crt!am Tnrtnr . . , , ) 1···· ...... 3 120 fi. llnk Ing l'owder.. l-<cHln... .. .. .. . .. . .. tl&rt acid a DI 
ti, Hu.kin~ Powdt•r .

1

~Jn •.. .... , ...... tart acid r; 314 
1
• ~I:·~;.;,.:::::·: l-111 ............ ,i,;;:cii;ci .... ~ ........ ~ .. .. 

8. llakl ng Powd,•r . l<odn ... I ............ /tl&rt RCld 3 --~ 

Towl .......... j ........ , ........... -/- ......... 1 311 1,:.'6.'I 

J;jl'4t ~ :JO½ 
""tio"" !ii 

tlO 

~l 60 

:l½ ~ 
101 JQ 

21 21 

... tu 

* Average for each individual. 

The following conclusions may be deduced from the foregoing 

premises: 

1st. All alkalies taken into the system in excess of the normal 

supply, which the food is supposed to furnish, ar~ ,le/eterou.,· to 

health. 

2nd. Alkalies, when in the blood in excess. increase the 
capacity of Albumen for oxygen. 

· 3rd. Albumen, Fibrin and Caseine arc dissolved and held in 

solution by the alkalies and their carbonates. 

3th. These alkalies are Blno,I Altl'rants and .Diurrties, and 

have the power, if taken before meals, of reducing Obesity. 

5th. \Vhen continued. the Albumen of the blood and of the 

tissues hecomc oxicli.r.ecl: its sulphur under the form of sulphuric 

acid, unites with the alkali. and probably with the changed pro• 

tcin compound. and is elminated by the kidneys: and ·' induce 

(Warring) Cachctir condition of the system.'· 

6th. The~· act as slow poison, impare the plasticity of the 

hlood. and destroy or cause the nutritive elements to be eliminated 

without properly supplying the waste in the tissue. 

7th. 1 submit. in view of all these considerations, the above 

enumerated causes are not sufficient to account for this chimge of 

type in fevers, this terrible gangrene of the teeth, this diminished 

secretion of milk in the female, this strumous diathesis, and all 
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that class of diseases arising from an impoverished condition of 

the fluids and solids of the body. 

ADDENDA. 

The above article. • • Alkalies in Bread,'' was written fourteen 

years ago. :and has had the effect of calling the attention of sci

entists to this subject. 

Another alkali is extensively u~ed as a raising material in the 

formation of the various kinds of cakes and cookies in which 

sug:11" anti eggs enter in the compountl; it is the carbonate of 

ammonia; its chemical formula is N. H. 4 plus 0. H. 1--iy a small 

parcel of this salt on a knife-blade or on a strip of sheet iron and 

hold it over a lamp for a few minutes and it is all decomposed or 

vaporized. no residue being left. Treat any of the baking pow

ders in the same way and after the carbonic aci,! gas is driven off, 

the soda or potash is left. even a white heat will not volatilize 

them-these are the poisons that enter the system through the 

stomach and impoverish the blood and impair the general health 

as shown above. 

Therefore carbonate of ammonia is the only material, except 

ye:1st. used by scientific bakers. for the reason that heat dispells or' 

vaporizes it, having none of it in the bread. Bread thus made is

a pure. sweet. wholesome food. 

Call on your baker and he will inform you how to use the am

mon1a. 

In conclusion I desire to say that hop yeast, when it can be

convenier.tly used, is the best ferment known. 



ACOUSTICS 

THE ACOUSTIC PROPERTn:s OF PUBr.IC HALLS.

CAN THEY BE IMPROVED. 

HY JAMES 1'0111>, M. D. 

It is not the object of the writer to give a learned dissertation on 

the laws of·· Acoustics.'' onlv so far as it is necessary to explain 

the movements and etTects of sound-waves in court rooms, legis

lative halls, churches, etc. 

Souncl is a sensation. and is produced by waves or pulses of air, 

and when they come against the wall they are reflected off in 

straight lines at the ~ame angle of the incident rays•. i. "·• if the 

sound of an organ-pipe impinges a straight wall at an angle of 

40 degrees. the echo or reflected sound will fly off at the same 

angle; if it strikes at :m angle of ninety degrees, the echo will 

return to the pipe that made it. unless the undulations, going and 

<:oming (being of equal length and intensity), shall neutralize each 

other. then no sound is emitted-none heard. Sound is not· pro

pagated in a vacuum. and can only be heard when there is an 

elastic vibrating medium. as air. between the sounding body and 

the ear. 

The distance of the reflecting surface must be far enough away 

to :dlow sufficieut time to elapse between the sound wave and the 

return echo. for the ear to disting-uish them. This is about one

tenth of a second. ··so that if we a,sume I 1S feet as the distance 

traversed hy sound in a second. 124 of 111S, or 62 feet (62x2 

equals 124 j will be the least distance at which an echo can be 

heard, as sound will go that distance and return in one-ninth of a 

second; if the distance i, less. the echo only clouds the original 

sound. but is not heard distinctly. ,. These indistinct echoes in

terfere and produce those rumbling. roaring noises so often heard 

in public halls. 

The velocity of all sounds, grave or sharp, strong or feeble, and 

of any length, passing through homogeneous bodies, is supposed• 

"The reftecUon of.ound IM ,roverned by tbc !lllme luw that the n,d.,...tloo of light 
IM. The reneeted sound I• tbe echo. 
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to be cqunl. When sounds 11re reflected otf at right angleh, nnd 

meet on diagonal lines, their intensity or amplitude is incrcnscd 

proportionately; also with these, the echoes from the ~idc wnlls 

meet nlong a central line and clnsh in confusion. This may be 

illustrated h~· throwing a handful of pebbles into plncid w.1ter. 

E:ich pehhlc hecomes the center of concentric diverging waves; 

some strike waves of equnl velocity and intensity-then the force 

of hoth i .. instantly converter! into_ heat and is lost; and others im

pin:,!<· 111 all conceivable angles and break up in a confused 

ripple. 

Similar movements take place in square audience-rooms. 

U nrler these conditions no distinct musical note-no distinct 

word is h<•:tnl-nothing hut a noise. Rooms with high or 

vaulted ceilin:,!s arc objectionable. for at an altitude of 26 feet

for this point is the limit of perceptibility-the reflection and thc 

voice will hlend together and strengthen the voice of the speaker~ 

but. if higher than this. the direct sound and the echo will be 

heard scparatcly. and cause indistinctness. Audience rooms 

should he so constructed as tu con,·cy utterred sounds throughout 

th.- spac<· occupied by the audience. unimpaired by any echo or 

conllicti11:,.: ,ound. (Sillim's Physics.) 

· ·The principal evil to be avoided is confusion and repetition of 

the echue,: it is less important to provide for concentration 

of ,111111!1, of the spc:tkcr's voice than for the suppression of all 

echoes. A differtmce between direct and repeated sounds of 

frum 15 to ;:: feet docs not disturb, and may even altsist hearing; 

a ditfcrence of frum 185 tu :n5 feet may be disregarded because 

of the feebleness of the echo;, the distance of 30 feet is to ·be 

avoided as heing the me-st annoying. ( American Cyclopedia.) 

The principles of acoustics are well known in theory but arc 

scl<lum carried out to a ,-atisfactory result in practice. Many 

costly .issembly halls and churches are defective as regards 

public speaking. In many cases the sounds uttered cause echoes 

and reverberations preplcxing alike to speaker and auditory. and 
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in others the same sounds arc dispersed al a hig-\ elevation and 

are Jost. This suh,icct tll'gently demands considerutiun in con

nection with architecture. 

l>ESt:IUl'TIOS (W Pl.ATES. 

Let A, B. C, D, E. F, Fig. t repre,ent an .1111liencc roorn 6o 

feet long hy .fi feet wide in the clear. di"ided
0 

by a central line 

H E; the right side. A, B, E, F, is represented by a segment of a 

circle, hack and front; the radius of the tirst is 65 feet long. the 

second is 60 feet long. The reading desk is placed at E, eight 

feet from the back wall. From the point E. circular lines r, a, b, 

c, d, e, are drawn. representing sound-waves flowing off from 

the speaker E; from this point also. diverging lines, 1, z. :;. 4, 5, 

etc., are projected to the wall ten degrees apart. These diverg

ing lines represent the incident rays; at the point they reach the 
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walls, a spaced }inc ,s projected off .1t the i.ame angle that the 

incident ray bears to the wall, some of which meet along the 

the central line E. B, at r, a. b, c, etc.: these are called the re• 

flected or echo waves. There is another called the re-echo, rep· 

resented in the drawing as a spaced dotted lilw: it oheys the 

same law as do the incident and reflected rn_, ~-

<1·-9 3 

·, ~ 

, 4'l'XSQfl. • 

' ' 

····,::-~....:\.~ .. -... ·······----·--~ J-~--
6 G 7 r--!...._ 

j 16X16 I ,. 
.... '.: .•.• F 

B 
~ j 

.J,"ia.fl. 

:Kow colllpare the echo line,. that impinge :,gainst the straight

end walls of the right side with those that strike the back and 

front circular wall~ of the left side: then it will appear that the 

angles of reflection will greatly diff'er-that the echo-waves will 

accumulate in a ,.quare room along the line EB and along the di

agonals B, J and T. h not shown in tl~e cut. ~ith such intensity 

that the acoustic properties of the room wiil be greatly impared; 

hut contra. the echo waves reflected from the circular walls, A; 

B. E. F. are so completely dispersed or cliflused. that they do not 

interfere with the direct souncl-wa\'e eminating from the speaker: 

consequently the echoes c:mnot interfere. 
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[The drawing, are made to suit thr columns of the Christian 

Standard. and are too sm:111 to represent the echoes from the rear 

end of the building.] 

Fig-. ::. This represents :m audience room 47x6o feet square. 

It is drawn on the same general principles thnt obtain in figure 1; 

but the treatment of the front and rear walls is different. The 

radius of the circ'e C D i~ 6o feet. and E F 65 feet. 

The projections, r. ::. 3. -1- and 5. 6. 7. S. represent pilasters pro

jecting from the inner face of the end wnlls: the circle D F of 

Fig. 1 i, broken up into short segments which extend from one 

pilaster to the other. as shown in the cut. The face of these 

pilasters may take the ,:1me angles the segments take. 

This arrangement of members leaves the contour of w:rlls in a 

straight line and saves room. The pilasters may be finished with 

base and capit:11. and be made very ornamental at little cost. 

All square corners should be curved around ceilings ;ind in 

perpendicular corners :ibove the gallery. If there be a gallery in 

front or opposite to the speaker's stand. the walls above it should 

be built as repres~nted :t A o B with curved corners. but the 

curve a should h:ive the same radius of the line 6 and 7: :ilso the 

front. c d. ( dotted lines) may he carried to the back wall a b, or 

reflected hack at E. c and d. E, if side g:illeries be not desired. 

In <leterminin,! the size ,md proportion of an audience-room, 

m:my :ihstrnse questions present difficulties hitherto unsettled: but 

it i, hoped th:1t the following proportions. statements and sug

gestio11- :1lready made. will. at least. approximate the truth. 

,\fter examining both Congressional h:tlls. many st:1te capitols 

churches. court rooms. etc .• in the la,t twenty years. the writer 

has reached the following conclusions. viz : 

1. An audience room should be made from one-fourth. and in 

no case to exceed one-third longer than wide, or as 40 is to 53 

feet. This proportio!l does not include the entrance hall. 

The ceiling shoul<l°he one-half the width in heigh th. hut in no 

instance should it be higher than ::5 or .::6 •·eel, for :• 11ove this al-
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titude the echo would return. :md the lust word spoken would be 

:mdihly repeated. 

In the year 1864, the writer drew up tl,e plan :m,1 specifications 

of the Christian church huilding in the city of Wabash. Indiana. 

hut the structure was not completed until 1866. The letters A, 

TD F. Fig. 1. represents the sh:tpe of the audience-room; it .is 

4; by 6o feet in the cleur: the ceiling is z3 feet high. The gal

lery extends over the entrance hull. increasing the length of the 

room to ;-z feet. The details of finish inside are like those de

scribed above. 

The ucou~t1c properties of this church are regarded as ••com

plete.·· ··a grand success.•· ''perfect.·· ·•nothing more to he 

desired.'· 

Q.uery : Can not this audience-room be duplicated indefinitely? 

I think it can. 

I have already reached the limits of a newspaper article, and 
my remarks are necessarily fragmentary and sugge!'tive. If any 

thing more is needed. I will try to supply it. 
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APPENDIX NO. I. 

"THE UNWRITTEN HISTORY OF THE FORD FAM

ILY.-liT FAMA TRADITUM EST. 

Ttm SAME. 

The name Ford is derived from the Angelo Saxon word 

• · Hlaforcl;" • • Hlaf, '' loaf or bread and .. Ord," to supply, to 

gi,·e out. literally. bread giver. The word was then contracted 

and written • • Lavord, and lastly Lord and Ford, to supply.'' 

When Christianity was introduced among these people in the 

.fifth or sixth century, they had no name for the Creator; they 

were told. probably hy Si. Patrick. he gave them bre:id; "Hla

ford · ' was then adopted. 

(See Dr. Adam Clark on the word Lord; Genesis Chap. 3, 

Ver. 13; :tlso Library of Useful Knowledge. Y. 9, P, 157.) 
Herc is a hit of history I give with baited breath, yet it may be 

true: 

Hl,<TOICY <>F 1'HE FOUR :\fASTEH,<. 

Bishop Hogan, {Catholic). of Kansas City. Misi.ouri, gave Dr. 

J.M. Ford the origin and analysis of the word Ford. It made a 

strong impression on him at the time and he informed me of it. 

Desiring to know more :1bout it. .he was requested to get a state

ment in writing, which he did, but not from the good Bishop, for 

·he was not at home. but from Con :\-!alony, whom he calls the 

• • Irish Linguist,'' who wrote the following from his copy of the 

••Four Masters. '' which contains the geneology of th.: Irish 

·Chiefs furnished me by the kindness of the Irish Linguist. a 

Tesident of Kansas City, Missouri. 
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HISTORY. 

• • Six hundred years before Christ. :\1ilitus, king of Spain. 
whose name in Celtic was :\Ieleag, subdued Ireland: he was :1c

companied hy a Danish Prince. who was known by the Celts as 

0 Cosnonha (pronounced O Cosnova). the Celtic meaning of 

which is •·The Ford,•· ur ··Crossing.'' Militus. (Latin) king 

of Spain. made O Cosnanha prince and ruler oflrel:md. In time 

0 Cosnanha was joined by numbi:rs of Danes, who. after many 

centuries. were driven from Ireland and Scotland. throughout 

England, \\"ales and Denmark. :\Iany remained in Ireland~ 

tho,;e who settled in England among the Anglo-Saxons, soon 

anglicized the name O Cosnanha to the noun Ford or Crossing. 

From O Cosnanha, whose descendants remained in Ireland, 

sprang all of the names :McGee, :\IcAnarneys, etc. 

{'The writer learned From Dr. J. :\I. Ford, that the .. Book 
of the fo,tr Masters:· was written in the Danish language and 

never was put in print· nor translated i:,\o the English tongue. 

and yet remains in manuscript.) 

I g\'e _you the above in a very condensed form but it is 

authentic. · 

October. Ii• 1~. J. M. FORD. 

TRADITlOSAL .HISTORY COSTISUED. 

About the year 16i5: two,hrothers. emigrated from Ireland

said to be Scotch-Irish.· (Celtic), and landed at or near James

town in the Crown Colony ofEngl:md, now Old Virginia. 

The elder brother was know·n a~ BES Fono-born about 1653~ 
:1n<l settled near Jamesto\Vn ·;nd ·· raised a family. then the 

younger brother, EZEKIEL_ Fono-born probably in 1655. emi• 

:;-rate•! to Port Tobacco and made. it his home. Owing. doubtless. 

to the scarcity of women, he .did not. marry till he was forty-one 

_ye:ir, old. 1696. He had. itis stated. four sons and one daughter, 

\'iz: :0-:icholas Ford. for whom my olo.lest brother was named, 

W:t'- a farmer. owned land and sl:wes an<l was an active patriot 
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in tho,e ,tirrin~ time,. His children settled in the colony of the 

second Lord Baltimore, now Maryland. 

The second son·, name is lost. but we call him Anonymous Ford, 

had three son, and one daughter. was a farmer and settled in 

Maryland. owned land and sl:l\'es and other property. 

James Ford. the third son. grew up on his father"s farm and 

-entered the Federal army, and was for over two years a soldier 

and continued till peace w.is established. My father was named 

for this uncle. After the war closed he sold his real estate and 

mo\'ed to Baltimore, Maryland. where he engaged in merchantis

ing. His family consisted of five sons and one daughter. Many 

-of his descendants, it is said. remain there yet. 

Mary Ford, Ezekiers only daughter, grew to womanhood and 

married a Mr. Harlen, a farmer. he owned no slaves. but she did. 

·Two sons and . three daughters sprang from this union. Their 

ycunger son·s name was Dan. This member of the Harlan 

family settled in Richland county. Ohio, near my fath~r. probably 

in the year 1816 or 'i• they had three sons and one daughter. \'iz: 

James. Jay. Dan and Freelo\'e: Freelove married Solomon 

Gladden about ahout 1S1i-1S and died shortly afterward without 

.any li\'ing issue. 

Many of the Harl:ms both north and west sprang from :Mary 

Ford H:1rlen. 

Dan Harlen"s history is not traditional. I was well acquainted 

with him and his family. :md much of the traditional history of 

the Ford stock was learned from him. 

Henry Ford. the fourth son. born in lj4S. was the _youngest 

son 'of Ezekiel Ford: was raised on his father's farm and labored 

with the other members of the family. To lahor with the bands 

at this periocl was not thought derogatory to a man·s character or 

-standing in society. He owned slaves and labored with them in 

clearing up his land and building log houses. 

We ha\'e now passed through the traditional period. from the 

landing of Ben and Ezekiel Ford. at Jamestown, Va., to the year 
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17S:-the time when true history begini,;. For further knowledge

of Henry Fore\ and his wife Rachel Gillen Ford, turn back to

pages 7 and 11 inclusive. 

The dates of births. deaths :md important event,;, are un
known. 

BE~ FORD"S HISTORY.-TRADITIO~AL. 

In a conversation with James Henry Ford D. D .• now of In-

dianapolis. who is. c,·idently. a descendant out of the same stock 

of people that we :ire. wrote the following: 

• · :\ tradition in our family is that two brothers came over 

from Scotland. 1,robably by the way of Ireland, as some of the 

same family lived in Ireland. The date of their coming is un

known. They. or one of them settled in the re-~ion of James• 

town ( now Old Virginia). the other went farther north. 

)Iy g-r:mdfather was a grandson of the one near Jamestown, 

his n:tme was Henry Taylor Ford: my father's name was John 

Henry Fon! and he was born in Louden County, Va. My name 

is James Henry Ford. and was born in Leesburgh. but raised by 

my L'.ncle. Edward Bruce. near the natural bridge. in Rock

bridg-e county. One peculiarity of our family is that there is a 

Henry in every family.·· 

This peculiarity also obtains in the :vlaryland branch. My 

grandfather's name was Henry. and his youngest son's name was 

Henry. :vly father was named after his uncle James, Lut his 

olde,-t son·,- name was Henry. and my oldest son's name is 

James Henry. Father's sister, Hester Ford. had a James and a. 

Henry in her family: Uncle Hugh Ford had a Henry; Uncle 

Robert Fonl a Henry and a James. These names. James and. 

Henry. occur. one or both, in almost every family of the de

scendant~. 

The cider brother that emigrated to Jamestown, as tradition 

give• it. wa~ named Ben or prol,ahl_v Benjamin. This name runs. 
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throug-h our branch of the Ford family quite often. .My great 

grandfather's name was said to be Ezekiel Ford: his eldest son's 

name was ~icholas Ford: my ,econd brother"s name was Nich

ol:is-this name occurs in several families of our descendants; 

several of this name being in the state of Missnuri. 

This anaology could be extended much farther but this must 

suffice. 

It is very evident to my mind, at least. that the Ford stock of 

Virginia and that of ::Waryland sprung from the same parent and 

are of the same blood, and they carry a very pronounced resem

blance whenever found. 
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APPENDIX NO 2. 

GROUP Yll. 

HENRY FORD. 

Henry Ford Jr .• was horn in Maryland. and came with his 

family to \·irginia. \Vhen he reached the proper age he learned 

the carpenter's trade with his brother John. 

He was described b)· hi,; mother as a fine looking young man, 

rather tall and slender, skin fair. some freckled, hair light or 

sand)·, eyes blue and was of a \'cry active temperament. He was 

regarded as a promising youn!!" man. He laborecl at his occu

pation up to his twenty-second year. He took a deep cold which 

settled on hi,., lungs ancl finally de\'eloped tubercular consumption, 

from which he died. The last )·ear of his life was spent with his 

brother James at Cacliz, Ohio. He and my olclest brother Henry, 

his name-sake, lie in the olcl burying ground at this place. 

He had no family. was ne\'er married. and the date of his birth 

is known to he in 17So. he cliecl in the year 1S14. 

This is the younge>,t and Ja,.,t member of Henry Ford's chil

dren. 

-Thl"' i,:roup Wa!'I n,·rrlooked in ~ttlni:. up th~ type and !'ihould have bet-n 
i,lared afwr hi~ nest older brother. Robert Fonl. at pm:e 212. 
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APPE~DIX B. 

At page qr. my health and strength having failed, I was 

unable to write more. I, however, hoped to be able to give a 

brief history of my brothers and sisters, but failed to finish it in 
time for this book. As I have only a part of this work com• 

pletecl. I think best not to publish any of it, but will leave the 

manuscript with my family. I may fini~h it in the future, but 

have little hope of cloin~ so. A::\IERICA FORD. 
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ERRATA. 

On page 48. four lines from top, read 1843 instead of 1;73. 

Also three lines below. read 1865 in!'tead of 1875. 

Page 77. fourteet: line-. from bottom. reml R. T. Brown instead 

of R. S. Brown. 

Page So. ,eventeen lines hclow top. read 1:,·er instead of 

ne,·1:r. 

Page 89. ,ix lines hclow top. read Bechner im,tead of Breeker. 

Page 11z, twelve lines above bottom. read sixreen acres instead 

of ten. 

Page z 18, nine line, a hove bottom read Ringer instead of 
Ru~cr. 

Page 1z 1. eleven lines above hottom. read \\'. J. Ford instead 

of\\', I. Ford. 

Page 1:H- second line ahove bottom, read evolutiou instead of 

avocations. 

P:igc 1z~. two lines from bottom. read arc known instead ofis 

known. 

Page 136, eight lines from hottom, read rural instead of 

several. 

Pag-e '.J,6z. nine line, from bottom, read ,eventeen instead of 170. 

Also thirteen line, from bottom read line instead of time. 

Page 17z. three lines above b,:,ttom, erase the words. have one 

daughter and one son. Also two lines from bottom, read forty 

instead of twenty-four. 

Page 173. fourteen line~ from bottom. read ).liss in,tead of Mrs. 

Henrietta. 

Pa:,.:e z4S. three line, from top, read importunity instead of 

opportunity. 
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Some of the Fords of Colonial Days 
In the early part of the l'ith Century there were, in the 

Eastern States, several familiPs of Fords, that, as far as is 
known, ,vere not related; howe,·er, it is probable that they 
sprang from a common ancestor lh-ing in England, where the 
Fords, who came to America about that time, were originally 
located. 

There was the Widow Ford who came o,·er from England 
in the year 1621, in the ship "Fortune," which was the next 
,•essel to arri\"e after the ":Mayflower.'' The "Fortune" reached 
Cape Cod No\". 9, and arrived at Plymouth Xo\". 11, 1621. 
She bronght 35 persons for the Colony, among them being a 
widow Ford with two or three children. 

In a letter sent back by the ''Fortune" which returned to 
England about a month after its arri,·al, the statement is made 
that "Goodwife Foord was delh·ered of a son the night she 
landed, and both are doing well.'' Widow Ford's children were 
William, J olm:, and :Martha, 

William remo,·ed to Marshfield, and as early as 1650 was 
known as "William Ford of )Iarshfield." He had many de
scendants, among them being the late Dr. Corydon. L Ford of 
Ann Arbor, Mich., who spent much time in genealogical re
search; and upon his death in the spring of 1895, left his papers 
t,o the "Historical Genealogical Society" of Bost.on. 

The daughter, :Martha, married one of the governors of the 
:Massachusetts Bay Colony. 

Another was Timothy Ford who li\"ed in Chariest.own, 
Mass., in 1637. In 1639 he removed to New Haven, Conn., 
where he died Aug. 28, 1684. His wife, Eliza, died July 25, 
1681. They had a numerous family, among them being a son 
and grandson named ::\Iatthew, but they were not related to the 
family of Matthew Ford mentioned later in this \"Olume, or t,o 

the :!\Iarshfield Fords. (Further m£,ntion of this branch of the 
family can be found in Sava,,,<>e's "Genealogical Dictionary," 
Vol. II; also Births, Marria,,,aes 

(2] 



GENERATION I. 
Mathew Ford, of Bradford, was born about 1661; m. 

1.Iarch 25, 1684, Lydia, dau. of John and Lydia (Shatswell) 
Griffen, who was b. June 21, 1664. 

Children: 
+2 Lydia (2); b. Apr. 12, 1686; m. Eleazer Lake. 

3 Theophilus (2); b. Oct. 8, 1687; d. Jan. 25, 1688/9. 
+4 John (2); b. May 11, 1689; m. 

1. Abigail Polley 
2. Judith Richards 
3. Ann Herrick 

+5 Matthew (2); b. Apr. 12, 1691; m. )Iary Foster. 
6 Mary (2); b. Jan. 24, 1691/2. 

2 LYDLI. FoRD (2). Lake Branch. 

Descent: Mathew (1), Lydia (2). 
Lydia (2); dau. of :Mathew (1) and Lydia (Griffen) 

Ford; b. Apr. 12, 1686; cl. May 29, 1743; m. Dec. 
7, 1708, Eleazer Lake, who was b. ,July 9, 1686; 
d. Apr. 29, 1771. 

Children: 
7 Lydia (3); b. :Nov. 4, 1709. 
8 Priscilla (3) ; b. Oct. 11, 1715. 
9 Abigail (3) ; b. Aug. 14, 1719. 

10 Eleazer (3) ; b. Sept. 12, 1724. 
11 Daniel (3); b. June 22, 1726. 

After Lydia's death, Eleazer Lake m. Jan. 12, 1743/4, 
Mary Bixby, who cl. between Apr. 14 and Sept. 7, 
1775. 

4 GENERATION Il 

Descent: Mathew (1), John (2). 
,John (2) s. of l\Iathew (1) and Lydia (Griffen) Ford. 
b. May 11, 1689. 
m. 1st. Jan. 1, 1710/11, Abigail Polley, who cl. Mar. 4, 
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t"oNla In New Jeftey Slal,e noo. 
E. R. Ford ot Oneonta, N. Y •• 

who ha• Juat written a book rtv
ln,r an account ot the Forda who 
were early aettlers In New Eng
land, 811YI that there were Fords 
In New Jersey as early as 1700. 
It not before, having come to 
Morristown and Woodbridge from 
Marahfteld, Mnaa.-[Rosevllle, N. 
J., Citizen. 

Mat&er or Hbltorlcal Jnteft!llt. 
E. R. Ford ot Oneonta, N. Y., ls 

the author of "Fords Who Were 
Early Settlers In New England," a 
volume which, whllE' a senealogy, 
also contain• much matter of hll• 
torlcal Interest lnterwound In the 
account ot the family ot Martin
Mathew Ford of Bradford, Maas., 
and hi• descendanta.-[New York 
rimes. 



The foregoing are llllmple p11ge1:1 :£row a book about to lie 
published, which will be sold on subscription at $5.00 per copy. 
The edition is limited to one hundred copies. 

It is embellished with numerous illustrations of persons 
nnrl places, making a book of about two hundred pa,,,tFes. 

The following press notices regarding the book have YP~c•nt• 
ly appeared: 

THE FORD GENEALOGY. 

Olrcfully Compiled Record or 
Well Known Family Soon 

to,\ppcar. 

Ellaklm Reed Ford of this city. 
a descendant In the seventh gen• 
eratlon from Martin-Mathew 
Ford, who was born In 1661, has 
just completed the compilation of 
a "Ford Genealogy," a work 
which embraces the history of the 
direct line of this branch of the 
Ford fa.mlly In America, with 
many collateral branches. to the 
present tlm-ln all a period of 
ten generations. 

In addition to the genealogical 
tables, which are very complete In 
every generation, the book in• 

eludes a concise history of some 
of the Ford settlers In New Eng
land, along with biographical 
sketches of well known meml:>ers 
of the family In each early gen
eration, among them being Col. 
Jacob Ford, who served with dis
tinction In the American Revolu• 
tlon. and of his grandson, Ellaklm 
Redd Ford sr., who settled In One• 
onta In 1822, and from whom the 
larger number of those In One
onta and vicinity bearing the Ford 
name are descended. There will 
also be about 20 Illustrations, .,m. 
bracing persons and places con
nected with the family history. 
The book will contain about 200 
pagd8. 

The genealogy, which will be 
privately printed and will be In a 

very lhnJted edl'lon, will be laaued 
from the office of The Oneonta 
Herald, and will have the benefit 
of the personal supervlslon of the 
author, thus assuring the highest 
degree ot accuracy. It Is belloved 
that practically the whole ea1uon 
will be exhausted by advance 
orders from leading libraries and 
from members of the famlly.
[Oneonta Dally Star. 

"Ford Genealogy." 
A volume entitled "Ford Geneal• 

ogy" Is soon to be published. It 
la an account of some of the Fords 
who were early settlers In New 
England: more particularly a 
recnrd of Martin-Mathew Ford of 
Bradford. Essex county, Massa• 
chusetts (1661). The author Is 

Ellaklm Reed Ford of Oneonta. 
N. Y. The book mentions the 
names ot upwards of 1,300 de
~cendants of Martin-Mathew Ford. 
with articles concerning many 
members of the family. One par. 
tlcular ./ Interesting ts about 
Colonel Jacob Ford, who served 
with distinction In the Ar.1 erlcan 
Rt•volutlon, taking ,art ,n the 
Battle of Sanr.toi;a. 

Mr. Ford has spent much time 
In New Y.ork, Conne.-tlcut and 
Massachusetts, searching records 
and visiting libraries. The work 
shows much painstaking labor and 
research. The New York State 
Library and Minnesota State LI• 
brary are subscribers for the 
work.-[Albany Evening Journal. 



Corn1,1Jf.'d bJ Oneonta Jlellldent. 

Ellaklm Reed Ford ot th!& city 
la the author of a volume entitled 
"l-"ord Genealogy," which la soon 
to he publlahed. 

After spending several years In 
the most painstaking research, 
visiting old churches and gra.ve
>·arda, consulting early town 
records and collecting a mass ot 
hitherto unpublished Information 
regarding his ancestors, 11-Jr. Ford 
has compiled his "Record ot the 
Descendants or Martin Mathew 
Ford,'' who Jived In Bradford, 
Essex County, :Mass., In 1681. Thia 
record, besides mentioning several 
contemporary bra.nches of the 
Ford family, g1,·es detailed ac
counts of over 1,300 direct de
scendants of "Matthew o! Brad
ford. "-(Binghamton Press. 

A Valuable Genealogy, 
Early In 1916 a volume entitled 

"Ford Genealogy" will be pubUSb· 
ed by its author, Ellaklm Reed 
Ford, ot Oneonta. N. Y. The work 
Is the result ot much labor and 
research extending over a Period 
of several years. and contains vaJ. 
uabl1> Information collected trom 
church records, tombstones. and 
earl)" county documents. 

Besides mentionlng se,·eral con. 
temporary branches. the ,•olume 
g1,·es the records or o,·er 1,300 
descendants of Martin-Mathew 
Ford, who uved In Bradford, 
Essex County, Massachusetts, In 
1681, and from whom the writer 
traces hJs descent through seven 
generations. 

The genealogical record ls sup
plemented by many fine lllustra
tlollS and historical sketche~ ot 
prominent Fords. among them 
belr,g a most lnterestlng account 
ot the Revolutionary sen•lce.,. or 
C~I. Jacob Ford, who was tor a 
time commander at C'herry Valley, 
a.nd who served with distinction 
In the battle of Saratoga. 

The book contaJns much In-

formation not etaewhere obtal11• 
able and will no doubt prove of 
deep Interest, not only to rnem
bel'S or the tnmil)' menuoned 
therein, but to all llbrarles which 
M()eclallze In works of this kind. 
The edition Is to be limited to 100 
coples.-[UtJca saturday Globe. 

RecalLI Use QuantreU Raid. 
A bouQUet or flowers saved the 

home of George Ford of Law• 

rence, Kan., trom the torch when 
Quantrell led his band ot raiders 
through Kansas In the early '60'a. 

E. R. Ford of Oneonta. N. Y., tells 
the story In hJs book describing 
~ome of the Fords who first settled 
In New England and their de• 
ecendants. Quantrell had already 
burned the town o! La.wrence and 
was setting /Ire to all the barns 
a11d houses on hls way. A8 he ap. 
proached the home ot Ford, a 
place famous for Its /lower beds 
and vine-clad bulldlngs. he was 
met at the gate leading through 
the /lower garden to the house by 
Mrs. Ford, who presented hJm 
with a beautiful bouQuet from her 
choicest plants. Returning to hls 
band of bloody companion.a,. he 
said, as he mounted his horse, 
"Leave that pta.ce o.lone! It Is too 
pretty to destroy." It was the 
only house on the way to escape 
the llames.-[Kaoaas CJty Star. 

The Fords In .Sew England. 
E. R. Ford of Oneonta. N. Y .. 

who tor years bas been making a 
study ot the New EnS"land Fords 
ln general, and of Martin-Mathew 
Ford of Bradford, In particular. 
has published the data collected 1n 
book form. The wllls and other 
pub!Jc documents reproduced 
make the volume ot Interest to 
members of the Ford family in 
Massachusetts. and to students of 
colonial New England.-(Sprlng
fteld Republican. 
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