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OF 
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IN Vol. I., p. 352, of the Historical and Gene

alogical Register, will be found a brief notice of 

llEGINALD :FosT.ER, of Ipswich, and the descendants 

of his son Abraham, communieatccl by the late 

Hon. Alfred Dwight Foster, of \Vorrcstcr. There 

has also Leen puulishcd for private distribution, 

Ly Dr. Edward J. Forster, of Charlestown, Mass., 
'' The Pedigree and Descendants of Js\.con FoRSTEr:., 
Senior, of Charlestown," who was a descendant of 

llcginaltl Foster, Jr., of Ipswich; rmd yet another 
line has been distinctly filled, in manuscript, through 

JJ.co11, the youngest son of Reginald, from whom 

descended Archibald Foster, Esq., formerly cnshiC'l' 

of Grnnite Bank, Portuguese nncl Brrrzilian Co11~11 l, 

)Joston. The following article gives one line of tlw 

clcsccnclants of ,vn.T.TA)I, fow·tlt son of Reginald, 
n 
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FIRST GENERATIOX. 

REGIN.\.LD ]?osTEn,1 us is generally accredited, was 

born in Exeter, County of De,·011, Englnnd, and n 
descentlnnt of an ancient and respectable family of 
that city, which was identified with those families in 

the northern counties of England, who were known 

by the name of Forster,~ and had distinguished them

selves in their successful achievements ngainst their 

Scottish foes, nncl arc mentioned in the " Lny of 
the Last ".Minstrel," and " :Marmion." He came to 

America in one of the vessels embargoed by King 
Charles I., accompanied by his wife, Judith, five 

sons and two daughters, and settled in Ipswich, 

1\fass., abont the year 1G38, and wns one of tha 

cai-licst iulrn.bitants of that town. He lh·ccl near 

the "East Bridge," which stood where the stone 
bridge now is. It is supposed that the remah1~ of 

what is known as the "old Foster house," may lrn.vc 

been the site of his rcsi<lcncc, nnc.1 this seems con~ 

sistent with the fact, that under date of April G, 

1641, there wns "granted to Ilcginnkl Foster, eight 

acres of meadow iu the west mcntlow, if nny remain 

there ungrnntcd, in consi<lcrntion of n little hovel 

., "In the c:u-licr !'ccor,t~ we fin,! tho nnmo ~pelt indifferently Foster mill 
Pu1•i;tl01·-thc former spelling lll'i11;:- tl10 111m·c 1:u1111110:i. 'rite "r" hus 11011• 
hcc11 entire!)' tlru(,pc,1, CXl'~llt hr rhu Llcsct•mlnnu ot' Jacob l~or~tcr, Sen., or 
Clmrlc.s1<J1\'II, !l[a,,., wl11) 11':1s tliv lir~t, r lu:lirn•, rn irril,, 1111• 11:1mr :1lw:1.1•s in 
tlti~ mu1111c1·."-l:.'d,r1ml J,1ct'u n,1·.,!,.r, .11.JJ. 
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that stood at the new bridge, which was taken away 

for the accommodatiug of the passage there." And 

"-!th 11 mo., 1646," he with others "promise cart

ing voluntary toward the East Bridge beside the 

1 l • " rate a ( :1y wor,;: a piece. 

December 19, 16:1:5, he subscribes with others his 

proportion of 3S, to make up the sum of £2:! 7S, 

"to pay their leader l\faior Dennison," who then 

commanded the military forces of Essex and Nor

folk counties, ancl was for mauy years l\Injor 

General of the colony. This year, a law was passed 

requiring the "youth from ten to sixteen years to be 

exercised with small guns, half-pikes, bows and 

arrows ; " and that "every town i::. to have a gunrcl 

set a half hour after sunset, to consist of a pikeman 

and musketeer, nnd to prepare for a11y ~ll<ldcn at

tack from the Ii-idians." ( Felt.) Such was the chm
gcr arising from this source, that in 1G;37 a law was 

p,tssed in Ipswich, that " no person is allowed to 

travel alone above one mile from his house, except 

where houses arc near together, without nrms." 

~Iarch 8, lG-:1: 7-8, he bought of Ralph Dix, Ips
wich, "all his six acre Iott be'' (Dix) "bought of 

"\Vm. '\Vhitq" (so.me day), "lying in the common 

iil'ld on thq north side of the river, bounded on 

land of Thomas Smyth, Humphrey Broadstreet nncl 
lto'..>crt Lord." 
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In 16.J2, there was "Granted Thomas Clark and 

Reginal :Foster, that ,vhen they shall lin-,·e cut 

through a. passage from this river into Chcbncco 

River, of ton feet wi<lc an<l soc dccpc as a lighter 

may pass through l:i.tlcn, and to make n ford and 

footcbri<lgc over, that then the town hn.vc given unto 

them £10 towards said passage." (Ips1iJicli Town 
Records.) 

J\farch 11, 1657-8, he bought for £50, of Roger 

Preston, his dwelling house, house lot, bn.rn nnd 
other buildings. Also his other house lot, with gar
dens, orchards, &c., which the said l>i·cston bought 

of Tiobcrt ,vullis, situated on the North sitlc of the 

river. Also one planting lot of three acres, on the 

north side of Town hill, uounded on land of widow 

Rose ,Yhipplc, Andrew IIodg:e:,, Jolm :l\fornc au:.1 

'l'homn.s Treadwell. 

Uc was witness to tho will of ,Vm. A vcrill, of 

Ipswich, Jnuo 3, lG;,2, ::md nu n.ppraiscr to· the es
tate of Robert Rolicrts, Scptcmucr 20, 1 GG:J. His 

name is variously written in an alibreviatctl form, 
viz. :-Rcnald, Rcgnold, 1tcjnuk1, llingdcll, .. Rcginolc1. 
Ile signed his will, llcnol {foster. It is erroneously 

supposed by many that he fa the solo progenitor of 

the ·Fosters of America. . 'l'hcrc is an acconut of a 

\Villinm Foster, who wus of Ipswich us early ns 
1635, nnd hnd land granted him that year, and 
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1s snid to hn.ve emigrated to this country from 

England in 1G3-:I:, in the ship Hercules. In Kovcm

Lcr, 1637, he was disarmed for entertaining the pe
culiar views and doctrines of 'Wheelwright and Ann 

lintchinsou, ancl wame(l to depart from the jnris

llidion before the sitting of the General Court in 

:March following. .A ,Villiam Foster, living in 1652, 

at )farbleheucl, was threatened, by court, with a fine 

of ;(;20, for " living hcare ancl his wife in England," 

arnl warned. to " go to her before the end of the 

'7lh mo., 1652.'' [Co. Ct . .llcc.J .Amlrew Foster, au 

early settler of .Andover,'u.icd May 7, lGS;'S, at the 

Yery advanced age of 106 years. Ilis wife, Ann 

l~oster, was condemned for supposccl witchcraft 

(Sec A.Lbott's llistory of Andover, p.J,j-J ), but died 

111 pnson. Her son Abram pctitionc<l, Sept. 1!3, 

1710:-

" The honorable Committee now sitting in Salem 
,x, ,1i ,\': ,x, ~· -1\• -1\• that the attainder may Le 

taken off ;r, -11; ill The charges which I was 

forced to pay the keeper before I could haYe the 

tlead body of my mother to bury her "·as £2 1 0·•; 

money and provisions expended while she was in 

priso11, £4. Total expenses six ponm1s ten shillings. 
Amu:"11 l<'osnm, Son of the Deceased." 

(Iltstorical Collection, Essex Institute, vol. i. p. 57.) 

Aue.hew Foster appears in· no wny identified with 
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the Fosters of Ipswich. An account of his descend

ants may be found iu the N. E. 11. nrnl G. Register, 

vol. xx. p. 227. 
There were, besides, Bartholomew of Gloucester, 

Christophe~ of Lynn, Edward of Scituate, \Villiam 

of Charlestown ( of whose family an account was 

published in the N. E. H. nntl G. Register for Jun. 
lSil), llopestill of Dorchester, nnd several others 

contemporary with him; but between whom it is 
not known that any relation. existed. 

The will of Reginald was. made April 30, 1 GS0, 

n codicil attached, signed 1'farch 5, 1680-1, nnd 
approvctl Juno 9, 1681. He appears to have been 

n large owucr at l>lnin and llog Islands ; and 

among his bequests, he gives to his son '\Villiani 

'' my six acres of lnnd I had of Thomas Smith, 

and six acres of marsh at Hog Island." Uc also 

mentions his wife Sarah, sons Abraham, Renokl, 
Isaac, Jacob, a.ud daughters Sarah, wife of '\Vm. 

Story, Mary, wife of Francis Peabody, and grand: 

child Hannah Story. He left an estate valued nt 

£7-14: 16\ including real estate nt £671. Invcn~ 

tory taken l\Ia.y 30, loSI, Ly John \Vhipplc and 

Simon Stace. 

lkginald wns twice mnrriccl. First, to Judith 

-, in Enghi.ml, who <lied in Ipswich, October, 

16G4; second, September, 1665, to Snrnh Martin, 



of Tpswich, who, nfter her husband's decease, mnr

ril'<l, September 21, 1682, "\Villiam '\Vhitc, of Hu-rer

liill1 whose first ,vifc l\fary die<l Feb. 22, lGSl. 

Scren children by Judith. 

1. Ami.uLnI,2 born inEngland, 1622, died at Ips

,1 ich, Jnmmry 15, i i1 l. He settled in Ipswich, 

1111d was n yeoman. September 2G, 1698, he wns 

iG years of ngc, when he gave his deposition con

('t'rniug Rev. Jolm Norton's lnnd. 

There is no "''.ill or administration of his estate, 

lie haying disposed of his property among his fomily 
Ly deed dated Dec. 21, 1698 (Essex Deeds, book 

1:3, p. 20G), before his decease. He mnrriecl Lydia, 

1laughtcr of Otilcbaml Martha Dnrbrmk, of l/ow1cy. 

Nine children:-

i. Ts,UC',3 d. Fc)H'IJ:111' rn, 1717. 
ii. 1•:l'HIL\Dt,3 h. Od. !l, 1Wi7; rc11wn•d lo .\11,l,,1·,·1·, \\'llt're 

he clictl Scvt, 21, 1 i 4G. 
iii. AnuAH.\:IC,3 b. Oct. 14, lGii!l; m. XoL 1,;, 1r:n:1, ::\f:n·y 

Huhcrlson. Adm. gr:mtod to son lJ:r11i,·I. .\pl'il ti, li4~. 
iv. J,Drns,3 b. June 12, 1GU2. 
v. DJ~XJ.DIIX,3 lJ. about lGi0; removed to JJ .. Jxli.ml, whct·c 

: he was lirlng-, li2i, 
vi. EHKN1,z1rn,3 b. July lii, 1Gi2; rcmorl'c1 U, Rowlcy nl1out 

li00. '\Viii p1·0\'l'll .April H, lil~. 
vii. )I1ml'i'AllLE/ b. Oct. 22, 1075. 

viii. CALm:,3 b. No,•. D, 1Gi7; cl. Jan. 2.;, l'i'iili. 
ix, Hunr,3 m. A1il'il rn, 1702, Jcl'Clninh P:;trh,y. 

n. RiwINALJ>,2 born in Eng1mu1, -- ; diccl Dec. 

28, 1707. Dnte of his decease r2cordccl on his 

iurcntory. IIc lircd in Chcbncco Parish, Ipswich, 
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a.ncl mnrricd Elizabeth, daughter of John Dane, of 

Ipswich. He left a will, wherein he speaks of 

his extreme old age, " the cmzincss and weakness of 
his body." Inventory of his estate, £326 198. 
Debts, £1 D 169 7,z, £4: 1 $ Gr1 of which were for rum, 

sugar, spice, gloves and cider fat· the funeral, a cus

tom quite prevalent in those clays. 

Eleven children:-

i. Is.\..AC,3 

ii. Er.IZAlll':TH,3 Ill. AHA'· s, 1Gi-l, Simon ·wood, of Ip.'!Wic:h. 
iii. Junrru,3 b. ,Jan. 20, Hi::i!>-00; a.-·-; mculionccl in her 

falhm·':,1 will. 
iv. :l\L\I:Y,3 b. ,June lK, lUli':.?. 
v. Jon~,3 h. lfi04. 

vi. R1mJWCA,l h. J.'l'h. 2;i, rnr.n-7; tl. ,Jul,v 1, lGS.J. 
l'ii. X .. w:m,3 !J. )foy Ii, lOW ; <1. J,efor(• liOi. 
viii. Ut:·rn,3 b. Dl'e, l!l, lUil; <1. ,Jan. 1, 10i1-2. 

ix. J~r...1~:xon,3 h. ,June H, lfii:J. 
x. IL\.xx.rn,3 u: Oct. u, 1G7ii. 

xi. X.\'l'HANIEL,3 b. Sl'pt. rn, lGiR. 

iii .. IsAAc,2 born in England, 1630, · an<l was 
sixty-two yen.rs old when he made his will, proved 

:March 29, 1GD2. Settled in Ipswich. Ile married, 

first, 1\In.y 5, ~G58, 1\fo.ry Jackson, who died Nov. 
27, 1G17; second, Nov. 25, lG'iS, Ifannn.h Down~ 

ing, who died s0011 nfter; third, Mnrch lG, 1G7D~SO, 
)Inrtlm Ha.le, who survived him. 

Thirteen children :-
i. ,ToXA'l'HXX,3 b. Jun. O, lfiGR--0; d. }.fay 15, lGGl. 
ii. 1r1-:111'1'.\llf,l•:,3 h. SPpt. 10, lHliO; cl. l~nb. H:li0-1. 

iii. .r.u·oi:,3 h. F .. Ji. !J, lli«i:!-:1; will prm·1•tl April 21, 17G8. 
iv. ]1ENJ.UllX,' ]_1, .Jum•, 10(j.j, 
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V, ELIZABETII,3 b, April 20, 1607. 
vi. 1:LrnY,3 b. June 20, 1600. 
vii. D.\NIEL,3 lJ. Nov;l{1070; living 174G. 
,·iii. :MARTIIA,3 b. Aug. l, 1072. 
ix. HuTu,3 b. Feb. 20, 1073-4. 
x. PuUDRNCE,' b. May 23, 1G71,. 

xi. IL\NN.\II,3 b. Oct. 24, Hi7G. 
xii. ELEAZJm,3 undct· 21, Hifl2. 

xiii. SAIUII,3 h. Marek 19, 1087. 

2. iv. ,vrLLIAM,2 born in England, 1633; died at 
Boxford, June, 1713. 

v. JAcon,2 born: in Englund, 1635; diecl at Ips

wich, July 9, 1710. His will was made two days 
before his decease. He was deacon of the first 

church in Ipswich. He married, first, January 12, 
16;i8-9, Martha Kinsman, who died Oct. l:'5, 1666; 

married, second, February 2G, lGGG-7, Abigail, 

daughter of Robert and Mary (\Vait) Lord, who 
survived him. 

}'ourtecn children:-
i. JUD1TII,3 b. Oct. 20, 1Gi30 ; d. Jan. 27, 1GG0-GO. 
ii. Jo1rn,° b. 1000; d. moo. 
iii. JAcon,3 • rny 15, 1002; d. June, 1002. 
ii', :UAnY,3 

- ; d. ,fan. 11, l<l00-7. 
\', SAH,\.11/ .,, Aug. 3, llilia j Ill. -- Cal1l1r,·ll. 

vi. AlllUJtA:lr,3 b. Dec. ,1, 1GQ7; d. nee. 20, 17:W. 
vii, JAcon,· .. March 2;\ 1U70 ; will 1n·o,·t•1l April 2-1, 17{)R. 
viii. A:ll08/ b. Aug-. lo, lli72; ll. Ocl. 1:!, 11;72, 
ix. ABTIIAlb,3 l>, ,July B, l(ij.J. 

x. NA'l'HANrnL,3 h. Oct. 7, rn7G; ,1. hcl'orn ]710. 
:xi. SA-:.tuEL1

3 b. Sc11t. 10, 1G78; 11. bcl'orc 1710. 
xii. JOSEPII,n b. Sept. 14, 1080 j tl. }~ob. 17/H. 
xiii. JA11rns,3 b. Nov, 12, 1G82. 
xiv. 1IARY,3 b. Dec. 25, 1084. 

3 
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vi. MARY,2 born in England, --- died in 

Topsficlcl, .April 9, 1705. :Married, ---, Lieut. 
:Francis Peabody, of Topsficltl ; "born n.t St. Albans, 
Hertfordshire, ]~nglnnd. Came to New Englnnc.l in 

1635, in the ship Planter, Nicholas 1'l'llricc, muster. 

He was one of the original settlers of Hampton, 
whither he came (probably from Lynn). Ile was 

of Topsfield, 165 7, one of the prominent men nncl a 

lo.rge land-holder in that town, Boxford and Rowley. 

He died Feb. 19, 1697-8. 

Fourteen children : -

i. JoITN PE.\.nonY,3 b, 1G42. 
ii. .Jos1,rn PRA]10DY,3 h. l(i-U. 
iii. Wrtr.rA:i.c PJ,.\.nonY,3 li. HHG. 
h·. ISAAC PRAnODY,3 h. lGJS. 
"· S.rn.ur PRA110DY,3 b. lfiGO. 

Yi, I!J.:rmmu.u P1sA11onY/ b. 1Gi:i:?. 
Yii. I,YDL\. l>R.~llODY,a h. J(i;'; .. I. 
viii. .l\LrnY PEAllODY,3 b. lti,j(i. 

ix. ltu'l'It 111-:AnODY/ b. 'l'op:-;ilchl, May 2:?, lG.'.iS; cl. 1,cfui·u 
1(;!}7. 

x. DA~UUS PEAllODY/ b. ,fan. 21, lGuO; u. Dee. 10, lMO. 
xi. S.\..::UUEL P.!!:.AllODY,3 b. ,Jau. 4-, 1GG2; d. Sept. 13, 1Gi7. 
xii. J.\..COn PE,\.llODY,3 l). ,Tuly 2H, lGGJ. 

xiii. I_L\X)T.\.lI 1'1-:.rn0D¥,° b. ::iray 2::1, }fjfiS; 11. bcfm·c 1G07. 
xiv, NNrit.~rnL l'J•:AuonY,3 b. July 2!l, WG!); u. 1715."-

[ Ue11, of J>e,ilJotl!f l•'amil!J.J 

vii. S,\RA.U,2 mnrricc.l ,vnuam Story, of Ipswich! 
who died January, 1702-3. Ile ,vns the ancestor of 
Dl'. Story, formerly of Boston, nnd of the 1ntc Jn<lgc 
Story. 
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Four children : -
i. SETH STony,3 

ii. '\\'IT,LLl.lI S·rony,3 
iii. HA~X,\.JI STORY,3 b . .Aug. 10, 1GG2. 
iv. .A daughter.3 b. :March 4, 1GG4 .. 

SECOND .. GENERATION. 

2. \VrLLTAir,2 son of Reginald,1 born in England, 

1633. Ile made his ,vill Sept. 3, 1711, when 78 

years of age (as stn:ted in his will), which ,vas prov

ed June 15, 1713. · He was a yeoman, and removed 

to Rowley, ,vhcre he was received as nn inhabitant 

in 1G61, nnd settled in that section of the town 

know ns Rowley Village, nnd nftcrwanh incorporated 

nndcr the nanie of Bo:xfonl. Before his removal, 

he pmchasecl of Joseph Jewett, of Howley, for £11 

13·• 4'1, a seventy-second part of the villilge lands in 

said town; but M-1\ Jewett died before he gave him 

a deed of it, and he afterwnrds received one from 

the executors,,:beating date of May 30, lGGI, wit

nessed by Thomas Dorman, Francis Peabody and 
Gcrshom Lambert. About the year lGGG-7 the 
village lands were laid out by John Pickard nud 

Ezekiel NortlH'nd. Of this lund, \Villiam Foster, 

Francis Peabody (who married J\Iary, the sister of 

said ,vnliam), Joseph Bixbie and Abraham Red

dington, received 800 acres, bounded north by land 
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of Messrs. Dorman, Cummins ancl Stiles, west by 

Anclovcr line, south by ,vnde's brook, &c., and cast 

by various other lots. This grant consisted of up

lnncl, meadow antl swamp. It is rccortletl in the 
· Essex Registry of Deeds, under date of Feb. 27, 

1706-7, that he gave his son Samuel one-half of 

his right in said land, describing the same bounds 

and parties to whom it was laid out. 
April . 3, 1695, he, with his sons TVilliam nntl 

J 01rnthan, and John Kimball, all of Boxford, bought 

300 acres of laud of Robert Eames, " lying between 
Fi vc :Mile Poncl and Moses Tyler's honsc, on both 
sides of Ipswich road." Aug. 2t>, lil0, he gave to 

his " son D::nid, of Haverhill, all that right which 
follcth to us in lands, orchards, &c., which our 
Hou'd Father ,vm. Jackson, formerly of Rowley, 
tlcc'd, <lill giYe to his son John Jackson and John 
Jackson's son John, \Villiam Jackson's grnnc.1-son, 

_ and in case his grand-son J olm died childless, then 
,;t, \it ~ the estate mentioned in said deed ,;:; ~ .it 

to return to our father's three <laughters or thch
chiklrcn. '\Villiam Jackson's grandson John dying 
childless, said lands arc divided among said daugh
ters, vi;1,.: Elizabeth How, 'Mary Foster my wife, and 

Deborah Trumbull ; which land in my right (Mr. 
Jackson's dcecl bearing date in Rowley, Dec. 6, 
1G80), I give to my son David." 
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Dec. G, 1680, Mr. Jackson,-.i;i.foremcntioncd, gaYc 

to his daughter Mary :Foster, out of his estate, two 

acres of meadow in the common field, one ox and n, 

heifer, all of the value of £11, n.nd " 208 of which 

is for her daughter's. paines with me and my wife;" 

or, in other words, for the great care and comfort 

she hnd bestowed upon them in their old age, while 

abiding under their roof. Mr. Jackson died May 
1, 1688. 

l\Ir. Foster seems to have been one of the lea<ling 

men in the town of ,Rowley, holding many offices of 

trust, and frequently serving on committees in mat

ters of importance, with great acceptance. In 1G75 

he, with Joseph Peaboqy and J olm Kimball, were 

appointed collectors. of taxes. In lG77 nnd lGSO 
he and John Peabody were appointetl on part of the 

village to enforce the strict observ.ancc of the Sab

bath, " and to have the special insrection of those 

families nc::u-est their house on either side of them," 

nccording to the pi·ovisions of a law of the Gcncrnl 
Court, passed May 23, 1677. 

Up to the year 1685, Rowley Village had been 

subject to the control and government of the town 

proper, which was contrary to the expectations of 

the settlers when the Village lands were allotted 

them, who considered themselves '' free from any 

engagement to the town of Rowley ellse we had not 
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purchased it." According to the records, the Vil

lage, in 1673, was composed of but sixteen families, 

and living nenrly nine miles distant from the town, 

and near to the bounds of Topsfield. In 1685, they 

had increased to forty families, and the lands, con

taining about eighteen thousand acres, they thought 
" woul<l comfortabully sctuatc one lrnn<lred families ; " 

and considering the distance from to,vn, and the 

general difficulties under which they continually 

labored in their governmental affairs, and other mat

ters owing to their remote situation, they conceived 
the importance of petitioning the General Court for 
leave to settle a minister, and grant them " township 

prevclig, that so wee might the more comfortably 

cary on so nccdfoll a work, for the bctoi· cdication 

of our children that cannot gooc foucr miclcs to 

meting." [To Topsfi.cltl.J This petition was signed 

by "Abraham Reddington, Sen., Joseph Bixbco,. 

Sen., Samuel Buswell, Sen., JVilliam Foste1· and 

Johu Peabody;" Datc<l "27.: 3 mo. 1685." The 

petition wns grnntcd June 5, 1685, "Provided it 
mny be Y'.'ith the consent of the Selectmen of Row

ley," nn<l which finally resulted iu the iucorpo1·ntion 

of the town of Boxford ; for shortly after tho above 

grant, two committees were appointed, one on the 

part of Rowley Villnge (one of whom was Mr. Fos• 

tcr), anc.l the other on the part of Rowley, who met 
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together July 7, 1685, n~~d agreed upon "a parting 

line betwixt the town of Rowley and the village,'' 

that all the common "mdivided village land except 

the minister's farm, shall belong to Rowley, and 

" that the inhabitants- shall be free from all rates to 

the town, excepting 20s in silver, to be paid J oscph 

Bixbce, Sen., John Peabody, TVilliam Foster, Samuel 

Symonds and l\foses Tyler, yearly * * ,r, -ll~ while 

[ or until] they have an orthodox minister settled in 

the village." 

In his will, before teferred to, Mr. Foster gives his 

five sons; Jonathan, TVilliam, Timothy, Samuel and 

David, all h_is salt n;tarsli he had of his father I<'oster, 

lying in Ipswich, which is to be cnjoyccl by his wiCc 
Mary and son J·oscph during her widowJ10otl. Ap

points sous Jonathan and Samuel executors. 

"\Vhilc of Ipswich, he married l\Iay 15, lGGl, Mary, 

daughter of "\Villiam and Joanna Jackson, of Rowley, 

born Feb. 8,-1639. l\'Ir. Jackson lfrcd on I3rndford 

street, where, in 1G43, a. house lot, containing one 

acre and a half, .was laid out to him not far from the 

meeting-house. 

Nine chU<l.rcn, all born in Rowlcv. 
: ~ /II 

1. l\fARY,3 born March 16, 1661; married Nov. 
20,.1682, Samuel Kilburn, of Rowley. 

ii. JumTu,3 born June ID, 1G64; married April 

13, 1693, John Platts, of Rowley. 
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J?ivc children :-
i. :u.1.nY PL .. \.'l".rS.4 

ii. J.ums PLATTS.4 

iii. JOHN PLA'.r'l'S.4 

iv. EnsAD.A. PLATTS.' 

y; JoIT.\.YNAU PLATTS.' 

iii. 1-IA:NNAII,3 married :March, 1709-10, Theo

philus Rix, of ,vcnham, who died July 5, 1726· 
She was his second wife. 

Two children : -
i. 8A::1cu1,L Rrx,4 b. April 7, lill. 
ii. IL\.NNAII Rrx,4 b. May 4, 1717. 

1v. Jo.NATHAN,3 born l\Iarch 6, 1667-8; tl. at 

Boxford May 21, 1730. No·will or settlement of 
estate on record. Married Dec. 14, 169-, Abigail, 

daughter of John and Sarah Kimball. 

Three children : -
i. JONATIL\.N,4 b. Sept. M, l!iD-; bnpt. 1G03 nt Top11/ic!J, 
ii. AUIOAIL,4 b. Nov. 22, 1U07. 
iii. ZEDADI.A.II,"' b. Sept. 28, 1702; l.mpt. Janu:i.ry 17, 1703. 

3. Y. ,vr1LI.,u1,3 born 1670; died Andover, Aug.· 

29, 1755. 
vi. DAvm,3 born lfoy 9, 1G79; living in 1725. 

Removed to Haverhill. No· will or settlement of 

estate. He was ·a joiner· and yeoman. Married 

Mary Black. 
Seven children : -

i. AmAL,"' b. May 2, 1702, 11.t Boxford. 
ii. l 1 IIIYEAS,4 b. Jmrn 5, 1704, at Boxforcl. 
iii. SnroN,4 b. June 17, 1707, nt Topsfield. 
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iv. HAN:--TATI,* b. Oct. 29, 1709, at Topsfield. 
v. LYDIA/ b. Feb. 28, 1712, at Topsfield. 
vi. GRACE,4 b. J\fay 20, 1714, at Topsfield. 
vii. DQRCAS,4 b. April 1, 1717, at Topsfield. 

vii. SA~IUEL,3 born Feb. 20, 1681-2; died Aug. 

30, 174 7; married Sept. 2, 1703, at Cambridge, 

Mercy :M:acoon, of Cambridge. She died Dec. 6, 

1740. 

Five children : -

i. SA".lrnEL,4 b. - ; bapt. Jan. 27, 1705; died young. 
ii. Tlio3US,4 b, - ; bapt. :May 23, 1708. 
iii. J.fl.::IicY,4 b. Oct. 23, 1710. 
iv. '\YrLLLDr,4 h. ,July 22, 1713. 
v. MAnY,4 lJ, l\foy 5, 1719. 

vm. TmoTHY,3 born 1672. He was 59 years of 

age when he gave his deposition, Aug. 13, 1731. 

He inarricd, first, :Mary, daughter of Ephraim and 

Martha Dorma11. 

Four children:-

1. .TrmE:lJLI.II,4 b. :May 4, 1701. 
ii, DAVID,4 b, ..t\.ug. 17, 1704-. 
iii, A.".lfos,4 b. - j baJJt. Feb. 1, 1713. 
ly. RJrnECCA,4 b. - ; bapt. June, 1720. 

Sept. ,b, 1718, he received from his father-in-law, 

100 acres of land, for the -benefit of his children he 
'hrtd by said wife, she now being deceased ; said land 

being formerly in Coxhall, now Swansfield, :Maine, 

between vVells and Saco. He married, second, Ruth 
-, before 1722. 

ix. JosEPH,3 b. in Rowley, 168-; living in 1 '711. 
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TIIIRD GEXImATION. 

3. vV1LLI.A.l\1,3 son of TVilliani,2 born m Rowley 

village (afterwards Boxford), 1670; removed to An
dover, Mass., about 1697-8, and died there Aug. 29, 
1755, in his 86th year. He left a will, made Feb. 9, 

1754, proved Sept. 8, 1755, wherein he mentions 

his wife :Margaret, daughters Sarah (Abbot), Mary 

(Abbot), Hannah (Lovejoy), grand-<laughter Lydia 
(Blunt), son Asa, to whom he gives £13 6s 8d, his 
"weaver's loom," a piece of land near Billerica line, 
and all his right at ,v ood hill ; son Jo!tn, to whom 

he gives all the remaining land h~ bought of Heph

sibnh Frye, and nine acres in Marble's meadow; 

grandson Daniel, son of son Asa, to whom he gives 
his "Great Bible." 

Sept. 3, 1697, while of Boxford, he bought of 
'\Villium and Eleanor Chandler, of Andover, their 
homestead of sL-xty acres, consisting of house, bn!n, 
orchard, upland and swamp, lying in Andover; and 

it must have been soon after this date that he 
l'emoved there, for we find Nov. 21, 1699, that 
,villi:.tm Foster, of Andover, weaver, bought of 

John Russ, one-half ·of his upper meu<low, and 
afterwards, June 5, 111 l, he bought of Stephen 

Osgood, Andover, and Hooker Osgood, of Lancaster, 
all their rights and proprietorship in Andover, de

rived by hcirship from their father Stephen Osgood, 
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of Andover. AprH 3, 1695, before his removal, he, 

with his f~th~;\vmbm; brother J onathun and J olm 

Kimball, all of Boxford, bought of Robert and 

Bethiah Eames, 300 acres of ln.nd, "between five 

mile pond and Moses Tyler's house on both sides of 

Ipswich road." 

The follow1ng item appears in the Registry of Deeds 

for Essex County, book 43, p. 279: "w, •-1< * we 

Jonathan Foster, Timothy Foster and Samuel Foster 

of Box.ford, TVillimn Foste1' of Andove1", David Fos

ter of Haverhill, Mary Kilburn and John Platts," 

( who married J ndith, daughter of "\Villiam, Sen., of 

Boxford)," Theophilus Rix and Hannah Rix his wife, 
of ,v cnlrnri1 * 'I(: 'I(: for 'IF ·:\'o .,., the sum of thirty 

pounds ~. •» 'Xi paid * * * by J olni 'Perkins of 

Andover -111- -!I!- ~ have sold. 'iF -i1t -lll said John Perkins, 

his heirs, &c. a certain piece :Jt: '.\t '» of mcadoYv ly

ing in .Andover ::mcl Salem, containing by estimation 

five acres »» 'llr "" " Feb. 11, 1723-4. It will be 

seen by the family record that the foregoing enume

rates the children and sons-in-law of said \Villiam, 
Sen., of Boxford. 

Feb. 1, l 71'1-15. ""\Villiam Foster, Andover, 

weaver," bought of John Lovejoy 50 acres of upland 

in Andover, bounded by land of J olm Fry, and mea

dow of Stephen Ilarnarc.1, and n.lso by l)ond meadow. 

Also one right in common land. Jan. 20, 1715-16, 
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the great division which !:;aid Frye's gnmdfothcr, 

John Frie, gave to her father, Benjamin Frie, 
deed." In this deecl he is styled " weaver," hig 

identity being preserved from the fact of a bequest 

made to his son .Asa of his " weaver's loom," before 
rcferrctl to. Jan. 15, 1717-1S, he and Christopher 

and Ebenezer Lovejoy bought of James l"rye, of Ando

ver, eight acres of land on the west side of Shaw
shine river. Dec. 23, 1729, he sells to his son John· 

Foster several parcels of land, bounded on John 
Dane, Marble's meadow, and Crane Meadow Dam. 

Dec. 20, 1731, he sold to Moses Foster, carpenter, a 

ten rods right in Capt. Stevens's Dam at Deer 

Meadow; Robert "\Valker and Asa :Foster, witnesses. 

Sept. 1, 1744, he gives to his son Asa, five. tracts of 
land, including the homestead, 'a.ml afterwarcls, June 
3, 1746, he go.ye him thirty-five acres, boundetl on 

Pond ?\lcadow Dam, and the parsonage land. 

l\fr. Foster settled in South Andover, and \vas at 

first a member of the church at the North Parish, 
uml was one .of the thirty-five mcmbc1·s who were 
subsequently dismissed. to form and establish the 
South church, in 1711. He married; first, July 6, 
169-, Sarah, daughter of John and Sarah Kimball, 
of Boxford, born Sept. Ul, 1GG9, died Nov. G, 

1729, in h_er 61st year. She was sister to Abigail, 
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who marrietl.herh.usband's brother, Jonathan ]?ostcr. 

Married, second, Nov, 13, 1744, Margaret Gould, 

who survived him.. 
Six children.by Sarah. 

i. SAilMI,~, bon1 in Boxford, April 20, 169-; 

bapt. at Top!:ilfuild, July 15, 1693 ; .married Nov. 2, 

1714, Nehemiah Abbot. 
ii. 11.1.n,y/ born in Boxford, Jan. 2, 1698 ; mar

ried Dec. 9, 1717, Timothy Abbot. 

4. iii. JonN,4 born in Andover, Sept. 27, 1701; 

diecl Jun:~,17, 1773. 
iv. 1-lANN~rt/' born-; married June 25, 1722, 

John, :s0-ll of:Ebenezcr Lovejoy. 

v. LYDIA/ born 1707; married Feb. 14, 1728, 

David; son of vVilliam and Sarah Blnnt, born Nov. 

18, 1699. 

Two childtcn : -

i. D+vm IlI.UNT,~ b. :Uurch 9, 172!.l. 
ii. LYDIA BLUNT/ b. April O, 1731. 

vi. AsA,4 born June lG, 1710; died July 17, 

1781, leaving an estate valued at £830 rn~ 7'1• He 

was the owner of 160 acres of land in C:mtcrlmry, 

N. H., besides large tracts of upland, meadow, &c., 

in Andover. March 8, 1776, he was appointed one 

of a Committee of Correspondence, Inspection and 

Safety. He married, first, Oct. 26, 1732, Elizabeth, 

daughter of John Abbot, bom 1712, died July 4, 
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pub. Dec. 10, 17G3, born 172-1:, dic<l Oct. 17, 1787, 
in her 64th year. 

Nine children : -

i. As,\.,6 b. Aug. 29, 1733. Ile nnd his fom· brothers remov
ed to Canterbury, X. IL, nt nu curly period. 

ii. AnmL,' b. Ang. 8, 1735 ; cl. Canterbury, l'cb. Cl, 1800, 
nged 71 years ; II. U. 171:iCl ; prepu1·cd himself for the 
ministry, aud was orduinccl nt Canterbury, Jan. 21, 
17Gl, where he prcnched till 1770, when he retired nntl 
entered on ptiblic business. Was Chief Justice for 
Rockingham County, ::m<l Rep. in Congress from 1789 
to 1791, nnd from 17!)/j to 1803. Jn<lge l'oster married, 
first, :May 17, 17Ul, Hannah, cl:mghtei· ol' Gen. Jo~cph 
Badger of Gihnnuton, N. II., 1.iy whom he hn<l, II:in
nnh,' ,vmiam,6 James' ::mcl Saruh.c l\Irs. Foste1· <lied 
Jan. 10, 17li8. He 111:irl'icd, second, 1-lury, d. of 
Snnmcl :uul Ifanuah Hoger:;,, of Ipswich, b. Nov. 1, 
17-15, d. ::\farch 12, 1813. }'iYe children:- lforthn,' 
l\fary,' 1\.lJicl,' Elizabeth,' a.ml :Xnncy.1 

Hi. DANU:L/ b. Sept. 2ii, 1737. 
iv. DAYID/ b. May 7, 17-!0; d. Oct.14, 1740. 
v. DAYID/ b. Dcc.24, 17-ll. 
vi, ELIZ,\DETII,6 h. April 14, 1744; married Xov. 3, 1708, 

Gen. Xathnniul Love-joy. She d . .April 24, 177u. 
vii. Jo~Al'lL\...'I'/ b. July 28, 1747. 
viii. SAn,m,6 b. Feb. lo, 17;i0; mu1·ried --- Ilrndlcy. 
ix. LvcY/·1'. l!'cl>. 1, liti.i; married - Wilson; cl. Nov. 

1, 1845. 

:FOURTH GEXER.ATION. 

4. Jorrn/ son of TVilliau,3 and Sarah, born in Au
dover, Sept. 27, 1701; died June 17, 1773. (He is 
not o. .descendant from Andrew, ns it is suggested he 
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may be in the N. E. Historical and Genealogical 
Register, vol. xx. p. 308.) -He was a yeoman. 
Marchl3,.1728-9, he bought of Caleb Johnson, 
twenty-five acr~s of land on the west sicle of Shaw
shine river, bounded on land of "\Villiam Foster. 

Feb. 7, 1731-2, he and his brother Asa bought 
of Samuel Peters, 31 acres and 33 poles of lancl on 
Blanchard's plain. Sept. 24, 1733, he again pur
chased of said Peters, 25 acres more, on west side of 
Shawshine river, ,vhich was a part of Allen's farm. 
In the history of Anclover, he is styled Capt. John 
Foster. He and his brother Capt. Asa were men. 

of sound moral and intellectual attainments, and in
fluence ; Oct. 21, 17G5, they with others were ap

IJOinted a committee to draw up instructions for 

the Representative of the town at Geneml Comt to 

enter a protest against the support of the Stilmp 

Act. The inhabitants of Andover and other towns 
had already begun to experience tho harassing 
effects of that unwelcome measure. March, 1768, 
the two brothers were appointccl on another com

mittee, to frame resolutions, " to induce the inha
bitants to ignore extravagance, idleness and vice, 

and to promote manufactures, industry, economy and 
good morals in the town, ancl discountenance im• 
portation and the use of foreign superfluities," and 

the said committee to make themselves prominent 
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in the moral enforcement of the forcn-oin(l' suml'cs-o O 00 

tions, by their consistent example. The report was 

adopted. 

Mr. Foster married Jan. 13, 1725, l\:Iary Osgood, 

who died April 6, 1772. 

Eleven children. 

1. "\V1LLIA.:u,5 bom Sept. 24, 1727 ; died April 8, 

1729. 

11. Jmrn,5 born :M:n.rch 22, 1729; died April 7, 

1729. 

m. "\V1LLIAM,5 born March 4, 1730 ; died Sept., 

1803. He was a yeoman. :Married Jan. 9, 1755, 

Hannah, daughter of Capt. Geo1;ge and j\fory 

(Phillips, sister. to Rev. Samuel) Abbot, born m 

Andover, Dec. 14, 1733, .died August, 1820. 

J? our children : -

i. lIANNAU,' b. ,Tune 20, 1756; m. Feb. 27, 1777, Timothy 
Rog-c1·s, of Tcwk:-1lmry. 

ii. 1Y1LLI,rn,1 b. ,Tuno 1, 17ii8; tl. Aug, RO, 18-13. Ifo wus 
styled :!lfastm· Foster ; nnd his son William Phillips 
Foster,7 who diecl Feb. 24, 1871, occnpicll the form 
where his father wn.'i born nnd lived eighty-five years 
till his decease. 

iii. 1\L\ltY,' h. ,July :H, lili:l; m. Ocl.. :m, 17~:1, '.l'i111olhy, son 
of Timothy nml Saruh·llullard, h. ,July 2S, 17;'.i7. 

iv. SAn .. ur, 6 b. Sept. O, 1765 ; rn. J nnc s, 170-!, J oscplt Brown, 
of Tewksbury. 

1v. A sou,5 boru Jun. 13, 1732; clictl same day.· 

v. Jom~,5 born Feb. 14, 1733. 

v1. 1LmY,5 born Jun. 12,1735; died Dec. 7, 1763. 



27 

vii. IsAAc,5 born April 2S-, 1737. 

viii. Grn:toN,5 born Aug. 21, 1739 ; tliecl Aug. 9, 

1817. Married March 3, 1768, Elizabeth Russell, 

born 1745, died Sept. 15, 1820, aged 75 years. 

5. ix. OnADIAH,5 born I\lay 25, 1741 ; di eel July 

25, 1780. 
x. SoLO.MON,5 born April 14, 17•13 ; diccl June 8, 

1790, at Lincoln, Mass. Married Rebecca Brown, 

of Lincoln. 
:xi. Osaoon/ born Nov. 10, 1745; died Nov. 13, 

1H5. 

FIFTH GENERATION. 

5. OnADrAu,5 son of Jolm1 and l\farF born May 

25, 174:1; died July 25, 1780. Administration on 

his estate was grunted his widow, Hannah, ,vho _gnye 

bonds, with Hezekiah Ballard and Gideon Eoster, 

Oct. 2, 1780. His real estate was valued at £1,253 

gs 8'1 ; personal estate, £2,748 16• 1'1• Yeoman. 

He married l\fay 30, 1769, Hannah, daughter of 

Hezekiah and Lydia Ballard, born Dec. G, 1748, 

diet! Dec. 22, 1838. 

Six children. 

6. i. JoHN,° bo1~n March 3, 1770; died at \Var

ner, N. H., April 13, 1846. 
ii. OnADIAH,6 born Nov. 28, 1771; died July 25, 

.5 
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1819. Marrictl Dec. 25, 1800, Phelre Duty, of Sa

lem, N. H. 
iii. l-IANNJ.n,6 born Sept. 15, 1773; died June 15, 

1832. l\Iurried June 16, 1818, Abijnh Cross; he 

d. :Feb. 21, 1848. 
iv. FnEDERICK,4 born July 20, 1775; diecl Eutaw, 

Alnbnmn, Aug. 5, 1838. · J\Inrried, 1802, Nancy 

Finch, Newberry District, S. C. 

v. DoncAs,0 born June 9, 1777; died Dec. 21, 
1830. Married Oct. 18, 1798, Joshua Chandler, Jr. 

vi. GIDEON,° born Mny 23, 1779; cliecl April 2-1, 

1865, in Charlestown, 'Mass. Married, first, Oct. 

14, 1804, Tnbithn Robbins; married, second, ~farch 
·2s, 181-.1-, Pamelia ,vinn; married, third, April 13, 

18-13, Mrs. Ruth Rose. 

SIXTH G E1-.TER.A.TIO~. 

6. JonN,6 son of Ouadiali,5 bom Andover, l'tfarch 
3, 1770. Ile lived in Andove1· nnd Tewksbury until 
1810, when he removed to N ottinghnm ,Yest, N. II. 
(afterwards called IIuclson), and wns there engaged 
in mercantile pursuits until 1830; thence rcmo-rcd 
to '\Vnrner, N, H., where he resided until his decease, 

April 13, 18°1G. Mr. li'ostcr posscssecl n quick nnd 
sountl judgment, grcnt energy of character nncl rare 
virtues. He wns mild, frnnk, manly and determined 
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111 action, urbane and conciliato1:y 111 manners, ex

emplary in habits, and "scrupulously faithful and 

conscientious in the discharge of a11 the duties of 

life." "\Vhile he had no fondness for, and ·would 

rarely accept public office, his kindliness of heart 

and good judgment drew many to him for sugges

tions and aclvice. His influence was lridely felt 

in every community in which he resided. 

He married, first, 1799, Mary, daughter of Samuel 

and Mary (Toothaker) Danforth, born in Billerica, 

Mass., }\.larch 1, 1780, died Nov. 27, 1802. Mar

ried, second, 1803, J,ucy, daughter of Dcnjamin :md 

Experience (Ball) Hastings, of Bolton, Mass., born 

Ecb. 26, 1783, died Sept. 10, 1842. Married, third, 

Jan. 25, 18..13, 1\frs. Sally Morse C,onch, of Bos
cawen, N. II., who died Jan. 2J, ISGG. 

Two children by l\Iary. 

i. ·HERMAN,7 born in Andover, Oct. 31, 1800. 

He in early life fitted for college, but a severe disease 

of the eyes compelled him to abandon his cherished 

intention. He taught school in several places ; 

studied law with Hou. I-Icnry D. Chase, of "Tarner, 

N. II. In the practice of his profession, he settled 

in Manchester, N. I-I., 1840, where he still resides. 

Mr. :Foster is a gentleman witlcly known nnd much 

esteemed; he has been many times a member of the 

New Hampshire Legislature, and has held numerous 
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other positions of honor and trust. In 1861 he was 

President of the Senut~, anc.l in that year Dartmouth 
College conferred upon him the honorary degree of 
l\Iaster of Arts. He married Nov. 8, 1826, Harriet 
Mary Ann ,Vhittemore, of "\Vest Cambridge, Mass. 
(now Arlington). No issue. 

ii. SADnA,7 born in Andover, 1\fay 31, 1802; died 

Nov. 25, 185S. Married Dr. Isa.no Tewksbury, of 
Hampstead, N. H., Dec. 25, 1822. 

Six children by Lucy. 

iii. CHARLEs,7 born in Tewksbury, Mass., l\fay 11, 
1804 ;· <lied Jan. 19, 1850. Mo.rriccl Ann Evans, of 
Charlestown, Mass., who died Nov. 9, 1851. 

Two children : -

i. l\L\.JtTrU ANN,8 b. No,·. 20, 182/i; <l. Aug. 14, 1870. 
ii. BENJ.\:\IIY IL\STrnas,3 b. Nov. 182~ ; d •. April 2G, 1870. 

iv; M.-mY JANE,7 horn in Tewksbury, Nov. 17, 

1808; died Nov. 1, 1809. 
v. Jou~ H./ born in Hudson, N. II., Dec. 7, 1811; 

died April 26, 1818. 
vi. Emr.Y,7born in IIutlson,N. II., Aug. 25, 1813; 

married :March 8, 1838, Ebenezer Sargent Badger, of 
'\Varner, N. II. 

vu. JorJN,7 born in IIudson, N. H., Dec. 30, 1817. 
Removed from vVarner, N. I-I., where his parents 
rcsiclecl, to Boston, Muss., Sept. 1, 1836, nncl in 
1839 he, with Hornce B. Tnylor, commenced busi-
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ncss under the style of Foster & Taylor. The firm 
is still continued as originally formecl. l\fr. Foster 

married July 4, 1843, Harriet Sanford, of Boston. 

Three children : -
i. GEORGE SANFORD,° b. April 2G, 18-14 ; c.l. Jnly :::!0, 1851. 
ii. lIAnnrn·r LucY,8 b. Jan. n, 18'1(); d, March 8, 18Cil. 
iii. FANNY,8 h. June 15, 18u2, 

viii. GEon.aE,7 born in Hudson, N. H., Sept. 23, 
1821. l\farriccl Feb. 7, 18! 7, Salome F. Little, of 

Boscawen, N. H. Resides in Bedford, N. II. 

Eight children: -

i. LUCY ALUHA,8 b. Feb. G, 18-18; cl. May 30, 1805. 
ii. SAUAII MEELE,8 h. April 2.'.i, 1850. 
iii. Jorrn,• b. March 5, 1852; now fitting- for Dartmouth 

College, at Manchester, N. IL 
iv. A son,8 b. April 27, 185.'.i; d. April 28, 18.'.,5. 
v. GEORGE SANl'OUD,u b. July 8, 18ti7. 

vi. CIIAULES ELIPIIALET,8 ]J. June 12, 18li0. 
vii. IIEimAN,9 h. Aug. 3, 18G3. 
viii. Lucy MARY," b. April 30, 18G5. 

NOTE. 

i.- ISAAC' (Rcyinald, 2 Rru;l!rrl,l'), 01 JpsT\'i,·lt (pngr. 10). 
Aclminitilration on J1l,; l'~L:tle was grnnl.e(l to tiou Jonathan, Dec., 
I 741. (Essex Probutc liccords, yol. xxiii., p. 11.) 
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