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NOTE 

This sketch is printed for distribution in the family, in· order that those persons who can t ~:..-. '. , 
.. ~.. ; 

ancestry back to the fifth generation may learn something of their more remote prog~itors ar-n. "~ ;·k. 
i 

For the ·sake of brevity, the exact dates and many items of interest are. omiµed, but these wir 1>1. - .;ver . 
• 

as fuJly as possible in the· Family History which the writer is at work upon, and wltjch .he hopes\ ·o see 

crmpleted in a very few years~ H~ here repeats his request t~ his kinsmen and kinswomen tv -{-· rn;sfl 

him with copies of family records, family traditions, and other information which may aid him in ~1L: tas'. 

NEw· HAVEN, CONNECTICUT, Dec. 1884. 

',;rt on large paper are for'sale at one dollar a copy. This.chc · - is 

simply to defray the cost of prmt:ng.· 





THE DEDHAM EATONS 

JOHN EATON-,1 first appears, so far as any records sho,v, as taking the 

free~an's oath 25 May, 1636. 

· His wife, Abigail, aged 35, and t,vo children, Mary, aged 4, and 

Th?mas, aged I, were among th~ passengers ,vho embarked at London 

in the "Elizabeth and Ann" in i\pril, 1635, and it is probable that the . . . 

hus~and· an9- father came with them. Abigail had been the \vido,v of a 

Oammant, for Jane Damm ant, aged 9, came with her, and some years 

lat~'.r (in 1640) joined the church at . Dedham, being described as "y• 
11;1ghter of our sister Eaton of ye Xh at Waterto,vne." In 163 7 John 

..t..aion removed from Waterto,vn to Dedham, where· he was occasionally 

~ l>sen to minor to\vn-offices, and ,vhere he died 17 Nov., 1658, having 

n1cde a ,vill in ,vhich he names his ,vife Abigail, son John, and daughters 

· "'\-~ Mason and Abigail, ,vho after\vards married Robert 11ason, brother 

of .ther sister~s husband, John Mason. 

lhe son Thomas, ,vho ,vas btought trom England in 1635, --diea ·111 

; ~39, and a son J ~cob, born in r 642, died in 1646. 

JoHN;
2 

(b. about 1636, d. perhaps, 1694), lived in Dedham, as.has the 

senior line of his descendants to this day. By his ,vif e Alice; ,vhose 

farnily-name is not kno\vn, he had seven sons and one daughter; the dates 

of their birth are all recorded. Only four sons lived to maturity, John, 
. . 

Thomas, William anc;l Jonathan. 

JoHNa (b.- 1671, m. Ann \Vhiting, d. before 1710), ,vas a farmer at 

f)edham. He had. but one son, \Vho bore his O\Vn name of John. A 

John ~aton died at Dedha1n in 1694, but it is uncertain \Vhether he was 
J o.hn2 or John=\ 

THOMAS
3 

(b. 1675, m. Lydia Gay, 1697, d. 1748), settled in V\Tood­

_stock, Conn., but about 1722 removed to Ashford. He ,vas. a blacksmith 

and farm.er, and a man of much influence in the tO\VIl \Vhere he lived. 

µis children \vere Thomas, Lydia, Hannah, Nathanael,· David, Joshua, 
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Anne, Ebenezer ·and Ephraim. Lydia, Hannah, Ebenezer and Ephfaii · 
died unmarried. Anne married Seth Joh~son of Lebanon, and left} on 
daughter, Sibbel, who married her cousin Josiah Eaton . .J · · 

W ILLIAM
3 

(b. 16 77, m. Mary Starr,* 1704, d. I 718), lived in Dec 
ham. His children ,ve~e William, Mary (H~rring), Josiah, Sarah (Fulle:(: 
Jeremiah and Abiel (a daughter). 

_ Jo~ATHAN
3 

(b. 1681, m. Lydia Starr, al?out 1706, d. 1748), settlecl} 01 

the Quinnebaug river neat KIilingly, Conn., _and built ·a mill where ~o" 
stands the viilage· of Putnam. He \Vas the. first deacon of the Chur~b ai 

Thompson, Conn. He was · greatly respected by his neighbors, and is. ·lht 
only grandson of J ohn1 whose gravestone cari be seen to-day. He fiac 
seven daughters and four sons. Their names were Lydia (Cha.ndl~\r)! 
Keziah ( Cleveland), Alice (Leavens), Susanna, Jerusha, Hannah (J chn: 
son), Jonathan, John, Penelope, Comfort ( a s~n) ~nd M3.!sto~ .. 

We find then in the fourth J:re,neration hvelve.men of the familv ;a11 
t:) . ... ' ' 

~named anu all blessed \Vith children. 

J OHN4 (b. 1695, m. 1729 Elizabeth, dau, of· Robert Lovering,! d. 
" , - <s 

1770), lived on the ancestral estate in Dedham, and had sons John, Robe:_rt, 
Thomas; Isaac and Joseph, and daughters Elizabeth (Ruggles), Abigail 
(Whiting), Sarah (Dana and [ 2d] Dean), and Alice (Draper), all of whom 
lived. to be married. Of the sons, J ohn5 lived at. Dedham, had t,vo sons 
and· five 4aughters; the t\VO sons, John and Luther, are still represented 
by families living in ·Dedham. Robert \vent to Wanvick, Mass., and had 

one daughter only, Mrs. lv1ary Dexter Marsh. Th.omas removed to Bos­
ton, where some of his descendants now reside. Isaac lived in Dedham, 

and died in 1822,. leaving t\vo sons and a daughter. Jose_ph lived also in 
Dedham ; he had t\VO daughters, one of \vhom married Richard Colburn 

of Boston. 

* Mary and Lycia Starr were daughters of Comfort Starr, and Lydia Gay was his niece, ~e daughter 

of Lydia Starr. J:he mother of Comfort and Lydia Starr w~s Martha Bunker, daughter of George 

Bunker of Charlestown, who was owner of the top of "that hill of glory,, called by his name. [See 

"History of the·Starr Family"]. 
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'-THO:.\L\S1 
( son of Thomas,3 b. I 698, rr1. Elizabeth Parker, I 72 1, d. 

about I 773 ), settle~ in Tolland, Conn., about r 72 I, and had ten children, 

T~ankful (Skiff), John, 'fhomas, Jacob, Joseph, Benjamin, Ebenezer, 

Elizabeth (Skiff), Moses and Aaron. John remained ih Tolland, or near 

it. Thon1as, Jacob, Joseph and Benjamin all \Vent to Kent about 175 7 or 

'58, but l_eft in later years· and died in the State of N e,v York,* \Vhere 

most of their numerous descendants are sti'il to be found, though one 

br3:nch of Joseph's family remains in Kent to this day, and the iarge~t 

\)ran9h of Jacob's family lives in Canada. · Ebenezer lived in Ashford 

among his cousins. Some of his descendants live in Chenango Co., N. Y., 

and others farther \yest ; a f e,v are in 1-'Ianchester, Vermont. P~aron per..; 

ished in the ill-fated expedition to Havana, and. ?vioses died in ·childhood . 

. . 

NATHANAELi (son of Thornas,3 b. I 704, m. I 727, Esther, dau. of 

Qapt. John Parry, d. :i.785), lived' in Ashford, Conn. His ,vife bore him 
; 

fifteen children, eight sons ·and seven· daughters ; of these, five sons and 

tqree daughters had families, .most of the others dying in i~fan~y. The 

rriarried sons were Nathaniel, the father of General \Villiam Eaton, Calvin, 
' 

Elijah (the first, probably, of all the Eatons to go to New York State), 

John and Abel.t · The three daughters \vho attained ,vomanhood Were 

Esther (Clark), Ann (Bicknell), and Lydia, \vho m. 1st, David Utter, and 

2d, Jeremiah Springsted. 

* Thomas m. Asenath Cady. had children Asenath, Lucina, Ephraim, James and Eleazar ...• _Many .. 
of the family now reside in Onondag~·Co., N. Y. 

Jacob settled near Mt. Sinai, Long Island. N. Y., m. Jane Robinson, had Jacob, Isaac, James, 

Thomas, Benjamin, Joseph. Patty, ~iary and Calvin, besides three who died young. 

Joseph's children were J erusha, Joseph, Moses, Thankful, Stephen, Hannah, J erusha ~d, Lucy, 

Beulah, Betsey, Aaron, Lem1:1e1, Asahel and Thomas. Some of the family are still living in Onondaga 

Co., N. Y. 
Benjamin m. Hepsibah: [Skiff?]. had Elizabeth, Chloe, Calvin, Thankful, Jacob. Lemuel, Lois, 

Jerusha, Joshua, Dimmis. Benjamin, Molly and Hepsibah. They settled in Herkimer Co., N. Y. 

t Abel Eaton settled in Columbia Co., N. Y., was Deacon of the Church and Captain of the 1st com-· 

pany of .:Militi;. His oldest son was Professor Amos Eato~ of Troy, N. Y., the Geologist .and Botanist. 

Professor Eaton was the father of the late General Amos B. Eaton, U. S. A., whose only son is the writer 

of this report. 
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_DAVID4 
( son of Thomas,3 b. 1706, d. about I 777 ), also lived 1n · ... L\ sh­

ford. . He ,vas married three times, rst, Dinah Davis, 2d, Bethiah T 1fLtny, 

3d, Patience Kendall, and had thirteen ·children. The marri~d sor. ~ \~re.re 

Josiah; Ephraim, David (great-grandfather to Hon. Do:r;-man B. Eatc\n\ 
Asa, Ezekiel, Simeon and James. Josiah and Ezekiel remained in C>-: ;· -

ne.cticut ; the others settled~ the north\vard, James going to Springfield, 

David to Hanover, N. H., _and Ephraim, Simeon·. and Asa to Vermont. 

The da_ughters were three successive Marys, Sarah and Anne. 

' .., ·. 

JosHuA1
· (b. 1709,· m. Ann Woodcock, 1737, d. 1785), brother tjF 

Thomas, Nathaniel and David, lived in Ashford. He left one son a~~J a 

daughter. The daughter, Mehitabel, married Wm. Knowlton.· The :~un
1 

Samuel, had . several sons, rhilemon, Cyril, Charles, Roswell, Erast~is 

S~muel and Charles, also daughters -Abigail and Chloe, most of wh0,m 

settled in the interior of the State of New York. 

The sons of William3 or Dedham were three, William, Josiah and 

Jeremiah . 

. W1LLIA114 (b. (705, m. Abigail Bracket; I 738, d. · I 75 I), r:ernained in 
Dedham. His only son, vVilliam, h~d several sons, \yho settled first neat 

Rome, N. \"'"., but subsequently· scattered throug~out th(:! State. It is 

\vi thin the -last year that this branch of the· family has been found a~d 

identified. One member of ·it, Hon. P.1.ugustus T. Eaton, is n.o\v Jviay9r or 

President of the village of Olean, N.· \r., and. i's ,vorking up for us tlj~ 

history of his immediate kinsfolk. Another vvas a distinguished portrait 

painter, Mr. Joseph 0. Eaton, \vho died a fe,v years ago at Yonkers, N. Y .. 

JosIAH4 (b. 1 7 I I, m. Sarah Day, I 7 36, d~ 1802 ), settled in Needham, 

Mass., \Vhere he had ten children. The sons \vho had families \v:·::'f 

Ebenezer, John, Jonathan and William. Ebenezer lived in Westmins1 :-:r. 
lVlass. ; John ,vas one of the early settlers of Gardner, Mass.; Jonathan alsc 

settled in Gardner1 but his family is extinct ; and William remained :~t 

Needham .. One of William's sons, Josiah, born in 1807, is with us to-d::: .. 

and· is one of the very fe\v living representatives of: the sixth generat~_:_ g 
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of f:e Eatons of Dedham. The daughters \Vere Sarah (Kingsbury), 

Beulah, Silence and Mercy (Kingsbury). 

J EREMIAH
4 (b. 1716, m. Eli~abeth Woodcock, I 75 I, d. ab.out r 780-90 ),. 

to Needham· with his brother Josiah, and had four sons and four 

dauguters. Three of the daughters died y<aig \Vomen. The youngest. 

one, Alice, married Ebenezer Ware of Hancock, N. H., and her brother~ 
. . . . 

also removed to Hancock. Of these, the oldest, Jeremiah, \Vas an old 
. . 

bachelor; the others, Moses, Lemuel and Samuel, all ·had families, and 

many of their descendants are now am.ong the most prominent citizens of 

Hanc9ck and t~e neighbo~ng towns. 

· Deacon Jonathan's _four sons remained- at Killingly for some years 

after their f~ther's · death,. two of. them .n1nning the old mill a good while ; 

but at 1c1St they all moved a,vay. 
. . . 

. . 
· JoNATHAN4 (born 1721, m. Sarah (J<_:>hnson?) ·about 1747, d. 1775), 

the oldest, removed about 1760 to Adams, in western Massachusetts. He 
. . . 

had sons A brier, Jonathan, Alpheu~, Sylvanµs and Parley, and· daughte_rs 

Penelope, Sarah (Johnson), ·Hannah (Shenvood) and Diadan1a (Hold­

ridge). · Abner settled· in ·_ {J nder,vood, V ~rmont. Jonathan 'died un­

married. Abner went to Saratoga Co., N~ Y., where two of his daughters; 

_now over 80 years of age, still reside.. Sylvarius \Vent to Schoharie Co., 

N. Y., thence to Cambridge, Vt., and thence· to Gerry, Chautauqua Co., 

N. Y. His sons were men of sterling worth; ·one 'is still ltving in Roe;h­

ester, Minn.; one is a farmer in Allegan Co., ·Michigan ; arioth~r. ,vas _a 

-judge of a cir~uit-court in \rVisconsin ; another a ·farmer in Vermont, and 

another a sheriff. in Michigan. 

J OHN4 .(b. 1724, m. Hannah Johnson, d. 1788), also re1noved to 
Adams, Mass., but died ,vhile on a visit to a son in Herkimer Co .. , N. Y. 

He. had five sons, John, Elisha, Wyman, Rufus and ·comfort, and six 
. . . . 

daughte-rs, Rhoda -(Bucklin), Esther (Richardson), Lydia (Richmond), 

Keziah (Knapp), Mehitabel (Be~chley), and _Hannah (Brown). !~~ 

soris all settled i0 Herkimer Co., N. Y., and were men of charactet:-aiid! 
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influence. Some 1nembers of the family· still live in ·Herkimer Co.,-. but 

most ·of them have moved avvay, and they are no\v found all _ the \vay 

from· 01ean, N. Y .... , to. Nebraska. ~ Several of them have been Baptist 
. . . 

clergymen of. considerable eminence, one was a chaplain in the U. S. Navy, 

·and to one, Rev. Zelora Eaton, \ye are indebted for ~is having written out 

fifty years ago ,vhat he knew of the family history . 

. CoMFORT4 (b. 1729, m. Nlehitabel \Vhitmore, I 771, d. unknown), ~ad· 
. . 

four daughters, _l\.bigail, Hannah, Abigail 2d and Sarah, and_ o~e. ,§Qn. 
. - -.. - -

Very little is kno\vn of this family, but it is thought that they removed. 

from KilliJJgly to some,vhere in Vermont. · Rev. Zelora Eaton pre~fV~d 

a tradition. that Comfort Eaton, \Vhether the _father or the son r···ciu ·-no't. 
tell, drove a herd of cattle to Boston, sold them, had a _ ]J~t · full. :of _silver 

dollars, and ,vas never heard from again. 

M.A.RSTON 4 (b. 1731, m. Elizabeth Lyon, 1762, d. 1-776), the youngest· 

· son of the Deacon, removed to Belcherto,vn, Mass., in I 776, and diecl ther~ • 
. .. . -

very soon after his arrival. He had three sons and one daughter, .Walter,· 

Rufus, Marson and Elizabeth. - Descendants are no,v living at Worcester, · 

·Amherst, Northampton,. Providence and Cincinnati. 

The living descendants of John Eaton of -Dedham are many thous-.. 

ands, _and probably riearly t\vO ~~housand of these inherit the name of ~atoti. 

·The number of distinQ"uished men ,:rb.ose ancestry can be traced· to· this ~· . . , 

John Eaton is very considerabie, and includes those \Vho have made their 

mark in the pulpit, at the bar, ~n \Var, medicine! business, politics, litera­

ture, art and science ; but these particulars must be left to the more ex-·_, . . 

ten~ed History of the family. \\Then this· History may appear must 

largely depend on the pron1ptness ,vith ,vhich the living members of the 

family may reply_ to the letters of the compiler. l\1ost of the names in 

the sixth generation are kno\vn, but there are many persons in the seventh,· 

eighth a1:<l ninth generations, of ,vhom no record has yet been received. 

John and Robert Nlason, ,vho married the daughters of John Eaton/ 

had· several sons and daughters, born at Dedham or at Medfield. No 
. . ' 

attempt -has yet been made to trace their post1;rity. 




