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NOTE

This sketch is printed for distribution in the family, in order that those persons who can
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ancestry back to the fifth generation may learn something of their more remote progenaitors ar+ ki > k.

For the sake of brevity, the exact dates and many items of interest are omitted, but these will b ver
| » r .

as fully as possible in the Family History which the writer is at work upon, and which he hcpes! "o see

crmpleted in a very few years, He here repeats his request to his kinsmen and kinswomen to {.tnisn

him with copies of family records, family traditions, and other information which may aid him in hi: tas.

NEw Haven, ConnecTicuT, Dec. 1884.

- %%% A few copics i this ‘art on large paper are for' sale at one dollar a copy. This.che

- 18
simply to defray the cost of prmting.






THE DEDHAM EATONS

Jou~ EaTtoxn,' first appears, so far as any records show, as taking the
freeman’s oath 25 May, 1636.

'His wife, Abigail, aged 35, and two children, Mary, aged 4, and
Thomas, aged 1, were among the passengers who embarked at London
in the ‘““ Elizabeth and Ann” in Aprl, 1635, and it is probable that the
husband and father came with them. Abigail had been the widow of a
Dammant for Jane Dammant, aged 9, came with her, and some years
1ate?r (in 1640) joined the church at Dedham, being described as “y®
' uitghter of our sister Eaton of y* Xh at Watertowne.” In 1637 John
kafton removed from Watertown to Dedham, where he was occasionally

* usen to minor town-offices, and where he died 17 Nov., 1658, having
Mzde a will in which he names his wife Abigail, son John, and daughters
1ary Mason and Abigail, who afterwards married Robert Mason, brother
of her sister’s husband, John Mason.
The son Thomas, who was brought trom England in 1635, diea 1
:639, and a son Jacob, born in 1642, died in 1646.

Joun?® (b. about 1636, d. perhaps, 1694 ), lived in Dedham as has the
senior line of his descendants to this day. By his wife Alice; whose
famﬂy-name is not known, he had seven sons and one daughter; the dates

of their birth are all recorded. Only four sons lived to maturity, John,
Thomas, William and Jonathan.

Joux? (b. 1671, m. Ann Whiting, d. before 1710), was a farmer at
Dbednam. He had but one son, who bore his own name of John. A

John Eaton died at Dedham in 1694, but it is uncertain whether he was
Johr® or John?

THOMAS (b. 1675, m. Lydia Gay, 1697, d. 1748), settled in Wood-
stock, Conn., but about 1722 removed to Ashford. He was a blacksmith
and farmer, and a man of much influence in the town where he lived.
His children were Thomas, Lydia, Hannah, \Iathanael -David, Joshua,
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Anne, Ebenezer and Ephralm Lydia, Hannah, Ebenezer and Ephmu
died unmarried. Anne married Seth Johnson of Lebanon, and .u,ft on
daughter Slbbel who married her cousin Josiah Eaton. ~

Wirrianm® (b. 1677, m. Mary Starr 1704, d. 1718), hved in Dec

ham. His children were William, Mary (Herring), Jomah Sarah (Fuller,
Jeremiah and Abiel (a daughter).

JonaTtaan® (b. 1681, m. Lydia Starr, about 1706, d. 1748), settled ot
the Quinnebaug river near Kﬂhngly, Conn., and built a mill where 1 now
stands the village of Putnam., He was the first deacon of the Church ai
Thompson, Conn. He was greatly respected by his nexghbors and is. the
only grandson of John' whose gravestone can be seen to-day. He Et:ac
seven daughters and four sons. Their names were Lydia (Chandler)
Keziak (Cleveland), Alice (Leavens), Susanna, Jerusha, Hannah (J -
son), Jonathan, John, Penelope Comfort (a son) and Marston.

We find then in the fourth oeneration twelve men of the famxlv 311
narned ana all blessed with chﬂdren

Jounn* (b. 1695, m. 1729 Elizabeth, dau, of Robert Lovering,  d.
1770), lived on the ancestral estate in Dedham, and had sons John, Robert,
Thomas,; Isaac and Joseph, and daughters Elizabeth (Ruggles), Abigalil
(Whiting), Sarah (Dana and [2d] Dean), and Alice (Draper), all of whom
lived to be married. Of the sons, John® lived at Dedham, had two sons
and five daughters; the two sons, John and Luther, are still represenﬁed
by families living in Dedham. Robert went to Warwick, Mass., and had
one daughter only, Mrs. Mary Dexter Marsh. Thomas removed to Bos-
ton, where some of his descendants now reside. Isaac lived in Dedham,
and died in 1822, leaving two sons and a daughter. Joseph lived also in
Dedham; he had two daughters, one of whom married Richard Colburn
of Boston.

* Mary and Lycia Starr were daughters of Comfort Starr, and }Lydia Gay was his niece, the daughier
of Lydia Starr. The mother of Comfort and L& /dia Starr was Martha Bunker, daughter of George
Bunker of Charlestown, who was owner of the top of *‘that hill of glory” called by his name., [See
‘¢ History of the Starr Family "]
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‘Tuomas' (son of Thomas,® b. 1698, m. Elizabeth Parker, 1721, d.
abou't_ 1773), settled in Tolland, Conn., about 1721, and had ten children,
Th_ankful (Skiff), John, Thomas, Jacob, Joseph, Benjamin, Ebenezer,
Elizabeth (Skiff), Moses and Aaron. John remained in Tolland, or near
it. ‘Thomas, Jacob, Joseph and Benjamin all went to Kent about 1757 or
’s8, but left in later years and died in the State of New York,* where
most of their numerous descendants are still to be found, though one
branch of Joseph’s family remains in Kent to this day, and the largest
branch of Jacob’s family lives in Canada. Ebenezer lived in Ashford
among his cousins. Some of his descendaﬁts live in Chenango Co., N. Y.,
and others farther west; a few are in Manchester, Vermont. Aaron per-
ished in the ill-fated expedition to Havane, and Moses died in childhood.

NaTtHANAEL! (son of Thomas® b. 1704, m. 1727, Esther, dau. of
Capt. John Parry, d. 1783), lived in Ashford, Conn. His wife bore him
ﬁ;}fteen children, eight sons and seven- daughters; of these, five sons and
three daughters had families, most of the others dying in infancy. The
rxi,arried sons were Nathaniel, the father of General William Eaton, Calvin,
Elijah (the first, probably, of all the Eatons to go to New York State),
John and Abel.4 The three daughters who attained womanhood were

Esther _(Clark), Ann (Bicknell), and Lydia, who m. 1st, David Utter, and
2d, ]-eremiah Springsted.

* Thomas m. Asenath Cady, had children Asenath, Lucina, Ephraim, James and Eleazar. . . . Many
of the family now reside in Onondaga'éo., N. Y.

Jacob setiled near Mt. Sinai, Long Island. N. Y., m. Jane Robinson, had Jacob, Isaac, James,
Thomas, Benjamin, Joseph, Patty, Mary and Calvin, besides three who died young.

Joseph’s children were Jerusha, Joseph, Moses, Thankful, Stephen, Hannah, Jerusha 3d, Lucy,
Beulah, Betséy, Aaron, Lemue!, Asahel and Thomas. Some of the family are still living in Onondaga
Co, N. Y. o o _
| Benjamin m. Hepsibah [Skiff?], had Elizabeth, Chloe, Calvin, Thankful, Jacob, Lemuel, Lois,
Jerusha, Joshua, Dimmis, Benjamin, Molly and Hepsibah. They settled in Herkimer Co., N. Y.

} Abel Eaton seitled in Columbia Co., N. Y., was Deacon of the Church and Captain of the 1st com-
bany of Militia. His oldest son was Professor Amos Eaton of Troy, N. Y., the Geologist and Botanist.
Professor Eaton was the father of the late General Amos B. Eaton, U. S. A., whose only son is the writer

of this report.
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Davip* (son of Thomas,® b. 1706, d. about 1777), also lived in" Ash-
ford. He was married three times, 1st, Dinah Davis, 2d, Bethiah Twmy,
3d, Patience Kendall, and had thirteen children. The married sors were
Josiah, Ephraim, David (great-grandfather to Hon. Dor.man‘ B. Eatony,
Asa, Ezekiel, Simeon and James. Josiah and Ezekiel remained in ¢ -
necticat ; the others settled® the northward, James going to Springtield,
David to Hanover, N. H., and Ephfaim, Simeon and Asa to Vermont,
The daughters were three successive Marys, Sarah and Anne.

]osﬁp'A" (b 1709,'.m'. Ann Woodcock, 1737, d. 1785), brother <
Thomas, Nathaniel and David, lived in Ashford. He left ore son a=id :
daughter. The daughter, Mehitabel, married Wm. Knowlton. The wun,
Samuél, had several sons, Philemon, Cyril, Charles, Roswell, Erastus
Samuel and Charles, also daughters Abigail and Chloe, most of whom
settled in the interior of the State of New York.

The sons of Wilkam® of Dedham were three, William, Josiah and
Jeremiah.

- WiLLiam? (b. 1705, m. Abigail Bracket, 1738, d. 1751), remained in
Dedham. His.only son, William, had several sons, who settled first nea#
Rome, N. Y., but subsequently scattered throughout the State. It is
within the last year that this branch of the family has been found and
identified. One member of ‘it, Hon. Augustus T. Eaton, is now Mayor or
President of the village of Olean, N. Y., and.is working up for us tl;e
history of his immediate kinsfolk. Another was a distinguished portrait
painter, Mr. Joseph O. Eaton, who died a few years ago at Yonkers, N. Y.

Jostan* (b. 1711, m. Sarah Day, 1736, d. 1802), settled in Needham,
Mass.,, where he had ten children. The sons who had families were
Ebenezer, John, Jonathan and William. Ebenezer lived in Westminst:t
Mass. ; John was one of the early settlers of Gardner, Mass.; Jonathan aisc
settled in Gardner, but his family is extinct; and William remained ::
Needham. One of William’s sons, Josiah, born in 1807, is with us to-d--,
and is one of the very few Nving representatives of the sixth generati- :
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of t:e Eatons of Dedham. The -daUghtefs were Sarah (Kingsbury),
Beulah, Silence and Mercy (Kingsbury).

JErEMIAH' (b. 1716, m. Elizabeth Woodcock, 1751, d. about 1780-90),

to Needham with his brother Josiah, and had four sons and four
dauguters. Three of the daughters died yasng women. The youngest
one, Alice, married Ebenezer Ware of Hancock, N. H., and her brothicrs
also removed to Hancock. Of thé_se, the oldest, Jeremiah, was an old
bachelor ; the others, Moses, Lemuel and Samuel, all had families, and

many of their descendants are now among the most prominent citizens of
Hancock and the neighboring towns.

- Deacon ]onathan’s four sons remained at Killingly for some years
after their father’s-death, two of.them running the old mill a good while;
but at last they all moved away.

~ JowaTuan* (born 1721, m. Sarah (Johnson?) about 1747, d. 1775),
the oldest, removed about 1760 to Adams, in western Massachusetts. He
had sons Abner, Jonathan, A_lpheug; SylVam_is and Paﬂe’y, and daughte_rs
Penelope, Sarah (Johnson), Hannah (Sherwood) and Diadama (Hold-
ridge). " Abner settled in ‘Underwood, Vermont. Jonathan died un-
married. Abner went to Saratoga Co., N. Y., where two of his daughters,
now over 8o years of age, still reside. "Sylvarius went to Schoharie Co.,
N. Y., thence to Cambridge, Vt., and thence to Gerry, Chautauqua Co.,
N. Y. His sons were men of sterling worth; one is still living in Roch-
ester, Minn.; one is a farmer in Allegan Co., Michigan; another was 2
judge of a circuit-court in Wisconsin ; another a farmer in Vermont, and
another a sheriff in Michigan.

Jonn' (b. 1724, m. Hannah Johnson, d. 1788), also removed to
Adams, Mass., but died while on a visit to a son in Herkimer Co,, N. Y.
He had five sons, John, Elisha, Wyman, Rufus and Comfort, and six
daughters, Rhoda -(Bucklin), Esther (Richardson.), Lydia (RiChmbnd),
Keziah (Knapp), Mehitabel (Benchley), and Hannah (Brown). The
sons all settled in Herkimer Co., N. Y., and were men of character and:
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inﬂuen'ce. Some members of the 'fémily'still live in Herkimer Co.,- but
most of them have moved away, and they are now found all the way
from Olean, N. Y., to. Nebraska. Several of them have been Baptist
clergymen of considerable eminence, one was a chaplain in the U. S. Na\ty,
and to one, Rev. Zelora Eaton, we are indebted for h‘is. having written out
fifty years ago what he knew of the family history.

. COMFORT! (b. 1729, m. Mehitabel Whitmore, 1771, d. unknown), had-
four daughters, Abigail, Hannah, Abigail 2d and Sarah, and one son
Very little is known of this family, but it is thought that they removed-'
from Killingly to somewhere in Vermont. Rev. Zelora Eaton preserved

tradition that Comfort Eaton, whether the father or the son I can not
t_ell, drove a herd of cattle to Boston, sold them, had a A.ha_t full ~~Qf___;_SllV€1‘~
dollars, and was never heard from again.

~ Magrston' (b. 1731, m. Elizabeth Lyon, 1762, d. 1776), the youngest
‘son of the Deacon, removed to Belchertown, Mass., in 1776, and died there -
very soon after his arrival. He had three sons and one daughter, Walter,
Rufus, Marson and Elizabeth. - Descendants are now living at Worcester, |
Amherst Northampton, Providence and Cincinnati.

The living descendants of John Eaton of Dedham are many thous
ands, and probably nearly two thousand of these inherit the name of Eaton.
‘The number of distinguished men whose ancestry can be traced to this
]ohn Eaton is very considerabie, and mcludes those who have made their
mark in the pulpit, at the bar, in war, medicine, business, politics, Iit,efa—
ture, art and science; but these particulars must be left to the more ex- .
tended History of the family. When this History may a.pp‘ear must
largely depend on the promptness with which the living members of the
family may reply to the letters of the compiler. Most of the names in
the sixth generation are known, but there are many persons in the seventh,
eighth and ninth generations, of whom no record has yet been received.

~ John and Robert Mason, who married the daughters of John Eaton,'
had several sons and daughters, ern at Dedham or at Medfield. No
attempt -has yet been made to trace their posterity.





