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FOREWORD 

My father, Stephen Barlow Espy, left Pennsylvania 
for Fort Madison, Iowa, then the far west, in 1846. At 
the time of his death I was a small child, and neYer 
knew any of the Espys, except the family of my uncle, 
Thos. S. Espy, and they too, grew up far from the parent 
stock. Na tu rally I was both ignorant of, and curious 
about my anceRtry. 

Goethe says, "Happy he ·who remembers his pro
genitors with pride of their deeds, and, silently rejoic
ing, sees himself linked to the end of this goodly chain." 
Feeling a good deal this way myself and having faith 
that "pride in their deeds" would be my portion, I be
gan the linking together of the "goodly chain" in 1896. 
It has been a long and tedious task that might have 
been better done by some one else but there ,vas no one 
else ready to do it. 

When my dear kinsmen read this book I hope that 
each and every one will remember that into this work I 
have put almost ten years of my life, a.nd my time is, I 
assure you, valuable in the marts of trade, and also 
much money, which could have been spent in the more 
agreeable manner called "buying finery," that is so dear 
to the heart of every woman. 

It will seem to many that it is a poor book for the 
money, but there is no record herein that has cost me 
as little as the price of the book, besides I have sold 
only enough copies to pay the immediate cost of printing. 
This is told you frankly that you may understand why 
there is only a paper binding and also that you may 
realize that each book bas cost me very much more than 
it has cost you. 

It will seem to so11?_e a very small book. It is, hut 
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do not blame me for that. You will notice that one 
great reason is tlrnt more than half of the children born 
into this family died unmarried and of those now living, 
many have failed to give an extended account of their 
relationship. In the early days we often find one or 
more children in a family of whom no trace is left in 
public records or family tradition. 

The book is issued now, because my eyesight, never 
good, is rapidly failing and it seems to me that an in
complete genealogy, if a genealogy ever can be com
pleted, is better than none. 

In this work I am greatly indebted to Mr. A. T. 
Espie, Glasgow, Scotland, Mr. George Espy, Dungannon, 
Ireland, Hon. George Espie, Carlisle, Cumberland Co., 
England, Mr. Wm. Franklin Rutherford, Harrisburg, 
Pa., Maj. John Espy, St. Panl, :Minn., Miss Thirza L. 
Westcott, El Paso, Texas, Miss F. ~I. Espy, Fouche, Ga., 
and to none more than to Mr. Josiah Morrow, Lebanon, 
0., who has written for me the sketch of Prof. James 
Espy, with whom he was personally acquainted. 

In 1876, Dr. Wm. H. Egle, then State Librarian of 
Pennsylvania, published his "Genealogies of Pennsyl
vania" in which were "The Espys of Derry." After one 
years work I found that his record was not correct and 
the letter here printed will show that Dr. Egle bad also 
discovered this. 

Miss Florence M. Espy, 
Ft. Madison, Iowa. 

My dear Madame:-

September, 30, 1897. 

! am in receipt of yours of the 27th inst. 
For sometime I have been disposed to believe 
that the record as given in the genealogy, of 
the ancestry of Prof. James Espy, was somewhat 
mixed, but, no one has been able to help me 
out of the tangle. I am however in search of 
data, which no doubt will settle it, and as soon 
as I obtain the desired information I will inform 
you. Yours with respect, 

WILLIAM H. EGLE. 
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If he had lived, this extended and corrected record 
would doubtless ham been issued by him in another 
rnlurne of Pennsylvania genealogy. 

These facts are gathered from records now carefully 
kept in Lancaster, Northumberland, Cumberland, Bed
ford and vVestmorlancl Counties, Pa. A.11 of these coun
ties have been greatly sub-divided since the early set
tlement of our forefathers. Also, from the few re
maining records of North Carolina, and Counties Lon
donderry, Dmvn, Antrim and Tyrone in the Province of 
Ulster, Ireland. A smprising number of Family Bililes, 
old letters and pa1)ers, are still in the bands of different 
branches of the family. And most valuable of all are 
the old church records of Pennsylrnnia that g·ives dates 
of deaths, baptisms, and marriages. By examining the 
map locating the early Scotch-Irish settlements you will 
see that these churches are about ten or twelve miles 
apart. 

There will be no attempt made to tell the number 
of books of reference read in gathering this information 
as recording the names became an irksome task almost 
at the outset. In this search two trips were ma.de to 
Pennsylrnnia and the early grave-stones examined and 
many old people visited that have since passed away. 

FLORE::fCE MERCY ESPY' 

Fort .Madison, Iowa, .July 19, 1900. 
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ORIGIN OF THE NAME AND FAMILY OF ESPY 

There is much doubt as to the origin and meaning 
of the imme Espy. Prof. .Max Mueller, in his "Science 
of Language" says that in transferring into Euglish, 
words ending in "ie" should be changed to "y." On 
page 260, Yul. 1, of this same work he sass: "In Old 
German the word for spy was Speba, Old French gives 
the :,;ame word as Espie." From this we can imagine if 
we like that the name means spy or scout. 

:Mr. A. T. Espie of CHasgow, Scotland, has sent me a 
learned discm~,sion proving that the name Espie means 
"Bishop" and that the name Gillespie means "The 
Bi~hop~ servant" and Rev. John Boyd Espy, Fredonia, 
N. Y ., proves this to his own satisfaction by quoting 
Ore~k and Latin. 

Harry Alfred Long in 1883, published "Personal and 
Family Karnes" in which we find, "Spada: Swon:lsman 
giving Es pie or Espee, con. Spade (at cards) originally 
a sword." From this it is equally easy to see that the 
name means swordsman. Any of the above ideas are 
worthy and you have the authorities and can take your 
choice. 

In the early records family names were not looked 
upon as important and as most people speiled by sound 
all you have to do is to call in the first Scotch-Irish 
man you see and ask him to pronounce Espy and you 
,,;ill then be able to see why the early records have 
Aspy, Aspai, Aspie and Asby. We also find recorded 
the name Espie, Espey, Esby, Esbie and Easpy. 

In the "Norman People," page 411, we find Radul
phus Espee, Normandy, 1180-1195 and John de Espy, 
England, 1272. 

In "Etat Present De La Noblesse Francaise" pub
lished 1866, is found: 
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Espee (baron de 1) commander de la Legion d Hon
neuer, 115 rue de Lille, Paris. 

Espee (baron de 1) 10 rue Las Casas, Paris. 
Espee (baron du 1) au Chatau de Sandronvillers, pur 

Saint Nicolas du Port. 
Espee (Henry de 1) au Chateau de Forville. 
Espies (Comte d) 58 rue de ,, emeen, Paris. 
Espies (Comte d) 10 rue Neuve de l t:niversit!:', 

Paris. 
Espies (vicompte d) 86 rue du Bae, Paris. 
The above fouud on page 434. 

A memorial tablet in St. Patrick's Catbe<lral, Dub
lin, Ireland, reads thus: "Rene de la Don Espe de la 
Tablere, who in 1685, for the faith of our Lord ·Jesus 
Christ, on the revocation of the Edict of Nantes, left his 
country, La Bas Poicton, France, and took refuge in 
Ireland." This proves that some Espys were Huguenots. 

In "County Records of the Surnames of Francus, 
Franceis, French, in England A. D. 1100 to 1350" we 
find "Release of ,John, brother of William de Essehy 
* * * * which said brother held." 

In "Collectanaae, Topographica and Genealogica" 
Vol. 2, under date of July 10, 1313, extract from the 
Annals of Crokesdeu Abbey, County Stafford, England, 
are found many references to Thomas de Esseby. 

In "The Visitation of Kent" Harlem Mss. pa.ge 78, 
is found "Alano K:pe married Maria Claybrooke." 

There was a Count Cozart living in France in 1598 
that married the heiress of George Corntr d' Espies and 
aftei~wHrds used the Espy and Cozad arms together. This 
information comes to me from the family of my mother, 
whose grand-mother was a Cozad. 

At the present day in the Conn ties of Cumberland, 
Northumberla.nd, Devonshire and Kent, England, are 
families named Espy. 

From the earliest times there has been in Germany 
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a family spelling the name "Espich" or "Espichorum." 
Some of this family settled in Bucks County, J?a., b.e
foee the Revolutionary War, aud their d~µdants a.re 
scattered over the l_"f nited States. They spell the name 
Espy and Espe. This family think they &,re entitleq. to 
a large fortune in Germany and have several times tried 
to collect it. 

There is a family in New Orie.ans, spelling the name 
ERpy that came from the South of France about twenty
five years ago. 

There are others, spelling the name Espy, living in 
Louisiana, whose ancestors came directly from Ireland 
soon after the Revolution. 

In N evv York City, Carrol County, 111 , and in and 
about Mosherville, Mich., are settled families spelling 
the name Espie who came directly from Scotland about 
thirty years ago. There are also Espys in Canada that 
emigrated from Ireland since 1850. 

Thern is a large family, svelling the name Espey, 
scattered over the LTnited States, but the larger number 
of them are in Eastc,rn New York. They are the de
scendants of John, \\'illiam, Daniel, Henry, James and 
Thomas, who came from County Tyrone, Ti-eland, within 
the past fifty years. 

To speak candidly of one's direct ancestors, ho,1v
ever remote, is a somewhat diffi<mlt matter. Unstinted 
praiRe savors of egotism, and to tmco,Ter failings is an 
unfilial and ungracious task. Fortunately in the pres
ent case only good has lived after them as time has com
pletely obliberatecl ,dmternr of evil was theirs. 

vVhile we do not claim for tlwm the distinction of 
having been leaders of men, we do claim that they un
derstood and appreciated the spirit of. the age in which 
they lived: were diligent in businP.ss, and as men and 
women, stood shoulder to shoulder in the mnks of that 
unconquerable phalanx which from age to age, has bat
tled for the rights of man, and to which. under r+orl, ,ye 
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of to-day owe whatever of freedom and personal liberty 
we possess. 

Our immediate ancestors are Scotch that came to 
the Scottish Plantation of Down-Antrim at the time 
when religious persecution was greatest in Scotland. 
They were signers of the "Solemn League and Cove
nant," and many of the name fought under the banner 
of the blue and gold at Drumclog, Louden, Pentland 
Hills and Boyne Water for religious liberty. 

There is good cause for thinking that this family of 
Espy runs into the great and noble Tuscan house of 
d'Este but it was impossible for me to give the needed 
time, labor and expense necessary in order to establish 
the truth in this case, besides my personal feeling in the 
matter is that the good, plain, honest, Scotch Yeoman 
as we know him in "The Bonnie Briar Bush," casts a 
greater glory over his descendants than can the family 
of d'Est0. 
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The Descendants of Josiah and Priscilla Mitchell 
Espy, of County Antrim, Ireland. 

We lrnmv little of this worthy couple except. the fact 
that they lived, nrn1Tied, begat sons aud daughters and 
passed on. One thing ,ve do knmv is that they handed 
down to their children and children's children, honesty 
and industry, together with the firm conviction that the 
Presbyterian form was the only way in which a Christian 
could worship. This Josiah was the son of Hugh and 
grandson of Grorge Espy who came to the "Plantations" 
in Ireland from Scot.land, as early as 11510. Their de
scendants are scattered over the north of Ireland and 
some of them live there to this day, while many of them 
ham emigrated to America and Australia. vVe find 
1·ecord of two families that in later and more peaceful 
times returned to Scotland and settled in and about 
Glitsgcm, where their descendants still live. Josiah and 
Priseilla :\Iitchell Espy were milrried in Ireland, it is 
suppose!], but no record can be fouud, ueither tan any 
proof be found that tliey crossed the ocean, nor can we 
find any record of the death of either. From different 
families we have traced back the facts here recorded. 
Their children were: 

1. ::Jru1111rt, b. 1693; m. Martha Hay. 
11. (;,,01·:;e, b. 1695; m. Jean Taylor. 

111. Jfort/1(1, b, JH97: 111. Humphrey Fullerton. 
Carne to America and settled in Pennsyl
vania from v,bence their descendants are 
scattered over the L nited States. One fam
ily has lived in Chillicothe, 0., since 1802 
and Josiah Espy speaks of them in his 
''Tour." 

1r. Josiah, b. 1699; m. Elizabeth Crain. 
r. E/:::olw;'/1, b. 1700: m. Lytle. 
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n. _M(li'/1, b. 1702; m. Montgomery. 
rn. John, b. l"i04; m. Jean Morehead and re

mained in Ireland. He is known to have 
paid rent on the ''Hamilton Estates" from 
1681 to lf.88 near Killeagh, County Dmvn. 
This John had three sons; Gf'Oi'fj(', remained 
in lreland a1Jd some of his descendants are 
living in Cookstown, while others are scat
tered over the world, Jo/111, the second 
son, was tile progenitor of the family that 
returned to bcotland and also of the princi-

111 :: pal ''Espie" family in Australia. H1i_1Jli, the 
third son, m. i\iary Stew:wt in Counts Lon
donderry aud came to America. 

c111. Wiiiio1J1, b. 1704: ttwin) nrny ham d. young. 
i . .r. JPr111, b. 1700; m. Gilchrist . 
. r. Prisr-i!la, b. 1708: m. John Patterson. 

History and Genealogy of Samuel and 
Niartha Hay Espy 

I. SA~.rnEL EsPY, eldest son of Josiah and Pri8cilla. 
Mitchell Espy, was boru in North of Ireland in the ye2x 
1693; m. Martha Hay by whom he had five sons all of 
whom settled in America. If he had daughters we find 
no record of them. Samuel ··follovved the sea'' and 
some years after tbe death of his tirst wife he married 
secondly, Ann, daughter of John l\fontgcimery of Couuty 
Antrim, Ireiand, and widow of Col. James Hamilton of 
th~ English Army. This marriHge is recorded in the 
Pa1~ish of St. George, London, June 6, 17 45. From this 
time on Samuel seems to have been a man of wealth 
and position. There is no record of children by this 
marriage. There is now, iu the possession of Mr. John 
Anderson of Bedford, Pa., a legal document reading 
thus: ··Samuel Espy, Parish of St. George, No. 4, Han
over Square, London, England, gave power of attorney 
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to his son James to eolled prize money due him from 
the navy, May 17, 1746." It is supposed that this paper 
with other ma.tters appertaining to the estate of James 
Espy came into the bands of Col. David Espy when 
James d. in 17-!7, but nothing is certainly known. 
Samuel Espy and :Martha Hay had issue: 

2. 1. 81111111el, b. 1723; m. Martha. Patton. 

.. 
i), 

I ,._ 

11. J,111:cs, b. l7i~5; m. Jttn. 3, 17-15; :\frry Cam
eron. b. l ?;;~; daughter of widow· ElizaLeth 
Cameron of Hanover Township, Lancaster 
County, Fa. They settled in Bedford Coun
ty, ,rhere James d. in 17-:i:'7 lea\·ing no 
cliildn·n. Ma.ry E~py was 1m1 rried again in 
Derry cbnrch, 17..1,;j to James Car,:;on. 

111. H,1h,-!'f, b. 1727: moved to N. C . 
,r. T!1r1111u.-:, b. 172\J; wept to N. C. 
r UPnr1r, b. 1731: m. Eliz.:1.,heth Gilchrist and d. 

17f>5 in Derry Township, Lancaster County, 
Pn., leaving a son, Darid, over fourteen 
years of age who chose ,Jo;:;ifvh Espy as 
guardian. This David d. lrnm;cirried. 

II. SA:IIl'EL ESPY, son of :-5amue1 and Martha Hny 
E;..;py was b. 1732: m. ]>Jartha Patton in 175H and located 
in Chester County, Pa, He had issue: 

,. Ti,0111r1,-;, b. 1757: was living in Chester Coun
ty, in 178J. 

11. (reorye, b. 175~): m. -first and had children 
of whom we find no trace. Hem. secondly, 
in Hani~,lmrg, Pa., Huth Smiley: he ·was a 
c2,hinet-rnaker: ,ms aecidently killed in 
1SU2, iii:~ wife dying ,Yitbin the year, his es
tate, which was considerable. and the three 
childreu were looked after by Josiah Espy. 
The children were: 1. Pl'i:-:-cilia, m. a Mr. 
Barnett and had oue daughter, secondly, 111. 

as the second wife of John Rutherford and 
luls two Sims at Cedanille. Stephenson 
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County, Il1. 2. George, m. in Indianapolis, 
Ind., d. 1858 and left three daughters. 3. 
Samuel, b. 1799; d. 1868 in Indianapolis, Ind. 
He m. tirst, Sarah Coryell of St. Louis, Mo.; 
she died and left one daughter, b. 1848, now 
.Mrs. John G. Wiffley, Mexico, :Mo. He m. 
secondly in 1856, Frances E. Greenleaf. 
Their children are: Ueorye, b. 1859; civil 
engineer; unmarried and lives at Chicago. 
Ed1tard, b. lb61; m. 1892 and has son George 
L.; residence, Brightwood, Ind. Sci 1111tel 

JfcClure, b. 1862; m. and has Curtis and 
Murry; residence, Chicago. 

111. Joseph, b. 1761; sold hmd in E. Hanover 
Township, to Josiah Espy, Feb. 1, 178G. He 
d. unmarried. 

III. ROBERT EsPY, son of Samuel and .Martha Hay 
Espy was b. in Ireland in 1727; came to America when 
young; m. in 1757 in Uhester Uounty, Pa., Rachel Bell, 
who was b. in 1733. They removed to Mecklenburg, N. 
C., in 1770, where Robert served with. a_ scouting party 
during the Revolution, afterwards settling near :Nash
ville, Tenn., about l 7t!0. They had issue: 

1. Jwue:s, b. 1758; killed while acting as sheriff; 
left wife, two sons and six daughters. lVi/
liru11, eldest son, went west and all trace of 
him is lost. Robed, the second son, m. Miss 
Clay of Kentucky and settled at Jefferson, 
Rutherford County, Tenn.; has sons, Wi!
lia111 and G-eo1·yp, living on the old home 
farm. 

11. A!e.1·aJ/de1·, m. had sons Jolrnson and Clurk. 
1. Johnson, rn. had Cliru·le:s, who m, and has 

1. Thomas, 2. Jo!tn, 3. Eceli11e, 4. Ki'ttie, 
:J. Clark, m. and has among others a son 

<Jeurge, living at 1,ebastopol, Cal. His 
sons are: 1. George, :l ,'-,'/1!11ey, 3. Be11-
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Jamin, 4. Charles, 5. Jefferson. This 
family spell the aame Espey. 

111. George was killed by India!lls-in 1782; he 
was.unmarried. 

w. Robert was killed by Indians; unmarried. 
v. John, b. 1818 is still living and his children 

are: 1. Robert, 2. fVilliam went to Ark
ans.as and all trace of him is lost. 3. John, 
4. Geo,;qe is living in Kansas City, Mo. 5. 
Sallie, 6 .. Mattie. 

N orE. This record is written exactly as sent to me, 
but it is undoubtedly far from correct. 

IV. 'fHOMAS EsPY, son of Samuel and Martha Hay 
Espy, was b. in Ireland in 1729; m. in Hampton Town
ship, Cumbedand County, Pa., Martha, daughter of 
Samuel Morehead, removed to Mecklenburg, N. C., with 
his brother Robert in 1770; was a gunsmith and aided 
the cause during the Revolution with his work. After 
the war he removed to Oglethorpe County, Ga., where 
he died. Had issue: 

5. 1. Sa11111el, b. 1758; m. Elizabeth Sloan. 
6. 11. .Joltii, b. 1759; m. Elizabeth Parke. 
7. w. Ja111es, (twin) b. 1759; m. Sarah Barker. 

1r. E/eauore, b. 1761; m. Joseph Haynes. 
r. Auna, b. 1764; m. Thomas Hunter. 

S. 1·1. Joseph, b. 1766; m. Polly Barnett. 
c111. .Jfart!ta, b. 1769; m.--Blatchford. 

V. SAMUEL EsPY, son of Thomas and Martha More
head Espy, was b . .May 8, 1758; was Capt. N. C. Parti
zans and served through the Revolution; was wounded 
at the battle of King"s Mountain and was crippled for 
the remainder of his life; is honorably mentioned in 
"Dr;tper's History of King's Mountain" and "Hunter's 
Hi8tory of ·western N. C."; proof of his service is to be 
fouud in ''Heitman's Historical Register;" he was a pen
sioner of the Revolution; m. Elizabeth Sloan, of the 
same Scotch-Irish Stock, 1785. She was born Nov. 7, 
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He died Dec. 29, 1838 and left issue: 
1. Martha, b. April 14, 1786; m. 1.Vm. Huggins 

and had: 1. John. 2. Thomas. 3. Jane. 4. 
Bac!u,{. 5. Amanda. 6 HaJ"J"iet. They re
moved to a farm near Ripley, Brown Coun
ty, Ohio, and all trace of them is lost. 

ii. Mary, b. June 29, 1789, became the second 

iii. 
w. 

v. 

l'/,, 

wife of John Oats and d. in Lincoln County, 
N.C. 
Elizabeth, b. March 25, 1789; m. Wm. Oats. 
John, b. March 12, 1791; m. Jane Oats. 

Th M 793 , '.\! artha Brown. 
.omas, b. ar. 4, 1 ; m. ) Sara,h Rosseau. 

Samuel, b. April 26, 1795; m. Drucilla vVebb, 
d. in Ga., Sept. 25, 1832, had: Ja111es, d. in 
Columbus, Miss.; m. Agnes Riddle and his 
children are: 1. Robed, Magazine, Ark. 2. 
A (fred, Walker, County, Ga. 3. Jmnes, H. 
d. in 1892 in Paris, Texas. 4. Tlw1110s, Al
bertville, Ala. 5. jfrs. Samii 1.1/11rdotk, 
Fouche, Ga. 6. Strplw1 Dou,qlas,a merchant, 
of Magazine, Ark. · · 

vii. James, b. Sept. 23, 1797; d. unmarried. 
viii. Robert, b. June 8, 1800; has a large family 

in Alabama. 

a. Jose1Jh, b. Jan. 21, 1868; m. 5
1 

JMargaHret puff. 
1. - ean arg1s. 

Capt. Samuel Espy, m. secondly, Mary Duff 
and had one child: 

.r. Margaret, b. Jan. 4, 1815, d. unmarried. 

-VI. JoHN EsPY, son of Thomas and Martha 
Morehead Espy, was b. 1759; cl. in Clark County, Ga., 
1834; m. Elizabeth Parke; was a pensioner of the Revo
lution. His children were: 
13. i. Thomas, m. Eleanore Witherspoon. 

11. Polly, m. Wm. Parke and d. childless. 
14. 111. Jlfnl'fha, m. Richard Wilson. 
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m Jane, m. Moses Wilson and had issue~ 
1. 1.lfrs. Betsey Haynes. 2. JJfrs. · 'Efoitia 
Colby. 3. Jlfary .T. James. -4. Waskin'g
ton. 5. Robe1·t, of Atlanta, Ga. 

15. r. Elizabeth, rn. James S. Witherspoon. 
n. Ja1J1es, d. unma.rl'ied. 

16. n1. Robert, m. 
cw. Josiah, d. unmarried. 

VII. J oms EsPY, son of Thom.as and Martha 
Morehead Espy, was b. 1759; was a pensioner of the 
Revolution; m. Sarah Baker of Virginia, and had: 

1. Polly, m. Mr. Ful~on and had: 1. .Mrs. 
Samh 01'1118lmry, Rome, Ga. 2. JVilliam, 
Nash ville, Tenn. 3. J.~lrs. 1.lfordicai Edicards. 
4 . .John. 6. Jfrs. 1lfary E. La11'rence, Rome, Ga. 

VIII. JosEPH ESPY, son of Thomas and Martha 
Morehead Espy, b. 1766; m. Polly Bennett and had issue: 

1. Thir.rn, m. Mr. Mitchell and removed to 
Obio. 

11. Jlrs . .James B. Carlton, whose children are: 
Ja111es, .Josrplt, William, Geoi:;e, Harry and 
Be1(jw11i11. 

IX. ELIZABETH Espy OATS, daughter of Samuel 
and Elizabeth Sloau Espy, was b. March 25, 1789; m. 
Wm. Oats of Lincoln County, N. C. They had: 

1. Franklin, d. 1875, Paris, Texas. 
II. TIW!i/((8 w., d. 1889. 

111. R1(/1ts, d. 18T7. 
1c. FruwiP, m. James McMahon, d. 1894. 
r. Jfai'!J, m. M. Chandler; d. 1873. 

n. Sr//lwel, d. 1878, in Pelham, Alabama. 
n1. ,Sta11!t0pe, d. 1889. 

r, u. .1.llargaJ'd, m. Jacob Beam; d. 1882. 
,,,,·. Jlr11'flta, still living and unmarried. 
;t. Addison, still living and unmarried . 

. ri. Jlrs. Ellen Plonk of Lincolnton, N. C. 
X. JoHN ESPY, son of Samuel and Elizabeth Sloan 
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{ 
Jane Oats; d. 1833. 

Espy, was b. Mar. 12, 1791; m. Esther Clark; d. 1869, 

and his children were: 
i. William went west and is lost. 

ii. Eliza, d. unmarried. 
11i. Robert, d. unmarried. 
iv. Samuel, b. July 1, 1837; m. N. M. Powell and 

had issue: 1. Jmnes, 2. Joseph, 3. ~Mary, 
4. Mattie, 5. Laura, 6. Jrmnie, 7. Flora. 

v. Joseph, d. unmarried. 

XI. THOMAS EsPY, son of Samuel and Elizabeth 
Sloan Espy, was b. March 4, 1793; m. first I\Jahalah 
Brown and had issue: 

i. James Brown, b. 1827; m. first Edna Long and 
had one son, Victor TV. He m. secondly 
Mary A. E. daughter of his Uncle Joseph 
Espy and had: 1. Barto Bee, 2. llary Lo11', 
3. Minnie J. 

Thomas Espy m. secondly Sarah Rosseau and had: 
ii. Rev. Th01nas Benton, b. Feb. 13, 1837; m. and 

left a family at Little Roek~ Ark. Two of 
his sons, James and A. Judson, are living at 
St. Louis. 

~iii. Col'l,tmbus, b. March 19, 1838; was a brave 
soldier of the 19th. Alabama Regt. Confed
erate Army, and d. April 1862 from wounds 
received at the battle of Corinth, Miss.; was 
unmarried. 

w. Sarah Victoria, b. Jan. 9, 1840; m. John 
Tripp; she d. 1870; had daughter who m. 
'rhomas C. Espy, grandson of Samuel and 
Drucilla Espy. 

v. Olivia Adaliza, b. Nov. 5, 1841; 111. Joseph 
Espy. 

u1. J.lfarcellus A., b. June 15, 1845; served dur
ing the Civil War in the 19th. Alabama Reg
iment Confederate Army; was captured on 
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the retreat to Atlanta in 1864, and was a 
prisoner of war at RQck Island, Ill.; m. 
8allie, daughter of Dr. :ija,th.ews of Cherokee, 
Ala. His children are: 1. Albert, 2. Alma, 
3. Joh11, 4. Dayton, now residing in Albert
ville, Ala., to educate his children. 

rii. T'i1:qi/ H., b. March 8, 1847; d. unmarried. 
XII. JosEPH EsPY, son of Samuel and Elizabeth 

Sloan Espy, was b. Jan. 21, 180~; d. Nov. 26, 1875; m. 
Margaret Duff; she died childless and he m. secondly, 
Jean Hargis, h. Oct. 3, 1808; d. Oct. 24, 1887. Their 
children were: 

1. Mr1r,11 A. E., b. Aug. 14, 1834; m. her cousin 
James Brown Espy. 

11. Fra11re.~ Jfr1rgaret, b. Sept. 28, 1886; still liv
ing on her father's homestead at Fouche, 
Ga.; a noble Christian woman who has never 
married, but has been a mother to the 
children of her brother Joseph. It is to her 
efforts that we are indebted for all the 
knowledge of the descendants of Robert and 
Thomas Espy. 

111. Josrp!t F,'r111111rl, b. Dec. 11, 1S38; when six
teen years of age bis left thigh was broken 
inan accident, laming him for life, but this 
did not prevent him serving in Co. D. 65th. 
Hegt. Ga. 1,· ol. Inft., in the Confederr.te 
Anny, during the Civil war; Oct. 31, 1865, 
he rn. Olivia A. daughter of his uncle, 
Thomas F'.:c-:p_v, ·who d. Feb. 1880; they had 
issue: 1. Pr111!, b. March 18, 1869, 2. Mark 
L. b. April 19, 1871, 3. Ira G., b. March 13, 
1873, 4. Ja111rs C., b. July 12, 1875. 6. 
Jlerr,1; D. r., b. May 31, 1878. Mr. Espy is a 
,vagon-maker and farmer of Fouche, Ga., 
and his family have been brought up m a 
pious and most respectable manner. 
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iv. Ja1nes Hargis, b. June 16. 1841; d. February 
19, 1862, at Savannah, Ga.; unmarried and a 
soldier of the Civil War. He volunteered in 
1861 and was corporal of a company called, 
"Free Men of Floyd Co." 8th. Regt. Ga., 
State Troops. 

v. Rev. David Thomas, b. May 13, 1851; d. April 
3, 1896; m. Dorothea Elizabeth, orphan 
daughter of George Duke of Warren Coun
ty, N. C., and had: 1. George Duke, of Sum
merville, Ga., 2. Joseph 0., 3. E:fffr, JJf., 4. 
Dayton E., 5. Mary D., 6. NettiP, 7. Thomas 
Judson, 8. Battie S., 9. Boyce P., 10. Ruth. 

XIII. THOMAS EsPY, son of John and Elizabeth 
Parke Espy, m. Eleanor Witherspoon of Lincoln County, 
N. C., and had one son: 

1. James, m. Anne Schriner; d. at Live Oak, 
Florida, perfectly blind. His children are: 
1. James, d. in Civil War, 2. Martha, 3. 
Joseph, m. and has family at Live Oak, 
Florida. 

XIV. MARTHA EsPY, daughter of John and Eliza
beth Parke Espy, m. Richard Wilson and had issue: 

-i. John Espy, d. unmarried, aged 78. 
i·i. Thomas, d. unmarried, aged 76. 

-iii. Holmes, m. and had one daughter. 
rn. Mary A., m. Joseph Blatchford and had one 

son, 1Villi'.am, who d. in Civil War. 
v. Robert C., m. Martha Stovall and had Ed,r;ar 

Stovall. 
vi. Florence, d. unmarried. 

vii. Edgar, m. has family in Macon, Ga. 
vm. Richard, m. lives at Sparta, Ga. 

ix. James Franklin. 
x. J.tf.artha An,9eline. 
x. Ri"chard Jefferson. 

x11. Lavinia, living unmarried at Calhoun, Ga. 
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xiii. William Ja<'kson,d. in Civil War, unmarried. 
XV. ELIZABETH ESPY, daughter _of_ John and Eliza

beth Parke Espy, m. James S. Witherspoon· and had 
issue: 

1.. John Espy, d. aged, 18. 
n. Amanda, d. unmarried, aged 32, 

111. Cicero Virgil, d. unmarried, aged 29. 
w. Eleanore Emily, still living aged. 85 years. 
u. .Ta mes A., d. unmarried, aged 65 years. 
n. Caroline llf., m. James Laing, is childless 

widow, aged 75. 
1:ii. Robert Lindsay, m. Mary Boone and had one 

child Prof. John Espy, of Georgia State 
Agricultural College. 

XVL RoBERT EsPY, son of John and Elizabeth 
Parke Espy, m. and had issue: 

1. Louisa, m. John Wier. 
11. Calt:in, m. Miss Morris and was killed in the 

Civil War. His son, John lives near Jeffer
son, Jackson County, Ga. His son, James 
went to Texas and married. 

111. Mrs. Eliza A. Freeman. 
1v. Dai-id, m. and lives in Louisiana. His 

grandsons are Robert, New Orleans, and J. 
H. at Bay St. Louis, Miss. 

1•. Elizabeth, m. David McClesky. 
r1. Sarnli, d. unmarried. 

v11. TVillia111, m. and lives at Bogart, Ga. 
rill. John F., m. and lives at Beaufort, S. C.; has 

a son William, Pres. of Espy Cotton Co., 
Savannah, Ga. 

u. Jomes, killed in Civil War . 
.r. ilfr8. Fannie TVoocl . 

. c1. 1lfrs. Julia Murphy. 
xii. 1lfrs. Lucinda 8teu:art. 

:riii. Mrs. Marthrt 8Melds. 
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Descendants of George and Jean Taylor Espy. 

I. GEORGE EsPY, son of Josiah and Priscilla Mit
chell Espy, was born in County Antrim, Ireland, in 1695, 
where he was married in the year 1714, to Jean Taylor, 
who was born in County Tyrone, May 7, 169<.-l. They 
came to America with their young family in 1725 and 
settled finally on the Swatara i.n what was then Derry 
Township, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. He had 
land warrants for two hundred acres in DetTS Town
ship, 1788, and 150 acres May 14, 1750. George was a 
staunch Presbyterian and a member of the Donegal 
Presbytery in 1735. Jean Taylor Espy died at the home 
of her son, Josiah, June 5, 1781, near Carlisle Pa. George 
Espy died in Derry Township, March, 1761, and is buried 
in the old Derry church-yard. Had issue: 

1. lVilliam, b. 1716; was married in the First 
Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia, March 
22, 1735, to Margaret Brading. He ,vas an 
early settler on the fron.tier and owned 
much land about the present town of "Espy," 
Luzerne County, Pa., which is named in his 
honor. To this couple no children were 
born, the wife dying soon after reaching her 
home in the wilderness. William <lied in 
August, 1761, leaving his estate to his 
brothers and sisters. His marriage is found 
in Vol. 2, "Pennsylvania Marriages" Hnd liis 
will is recorded in Lancaster. 

n. James, b. 1718; d. unmarried. 
1. 111. John, b. 1720; m. Ann Montgomery. 

w. JJJary, b. 1722; m. John Woods, second son 
of Andrew and Sarah Woods of Hanover 
Township, Lancaster County, at which place 
John died Dec. 1769. They had issue: 



(From the painting b~· Pt•HlL', now in the Smithsonian Institution. \Va:-;hington. D. C I 
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1. Geoi·ge, b. 1740. 
2. Andreu-, b. 1742. 
3. John, b. 1745. 
4. TVilliam, b. 1747. 
5. Samuel, b. 1749. I T · 
6. ilfal'tha, b. 1749. t wms. 
7. 8a1'ah, b. 1751; m. Wm. Clark. 
8. Anna, b. 1753; m. James Montgomery. 
9. ~Mal'garef., b. 1755. 

10. Jennette, b. 1758. { T ·us 
11. 11! a ry b. 1758. WI • 

12. Elizabeth, b. 1760. 
1'. JM11, b. 1725, (twin.) 

ri. Elizabeth, b. 1725; m. James Forster, b. 1710; 
a soldier of the Revolution; son of William 
Forster and his wife Rachel Kelly, daughter 
of Pafrick Kelly of Deny Tp., Lancaster 
County, Pa. 

2. n1. .Josiah, b. 1727; m. Elizabeth Patterson. 
3. riii. Dacirl, b. 1730; m. Jane Woods. 
4. 1.r. GeO/'(JP, b. 1732; m. Elizabeth Crain. 

:r. A1turt, b. 1736; m. William Crain, b. 1742 and 
died Jan. 8, 1802. He was a private in 
Capt. ·wmiam Brown's Co., of Lancaster, 
County, Associators in 1776; was the son of 
William Crain and Jean, his wife, natives of 
County Down, Ireland, came to America in 
1732. 

f. JonN EsPY, third child of George and Jean Tay
lor Espy, b. 1720 in north of Ireland, came to this coun
try with his parents while very young; married Ann 
Montgomery in Derry Township, in 1738. He had land 
warrants for 100 acres in Derry Nov. 3, 1753; is known 
to have been taxed for 282 acres of land, 2 horses and 
5 cattle for the year 1781 in Cumberland County, but 
was in ·wyorning in 1770. He died in Cumberland 
County, July 7, 1774. When or where Ann died is not 
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He had issue: known. 
5. i. Thomas, b. 1739; m. Ann Hamilton. 

n. James, b. 1741; m. Martha McKnight. 
111. Jean, b. 1743. 

6. 

iv. BenJamin, b. 1745. 
v. Elizabeth, b. 1747. Doubtless others. 

II. JoSIAH EsPY, seventh child of George and Jean 
Espy, was b. in Deny Township, Lancaster County, Pa., 
in 1727, 111. Elizabeth, daughter of Peter Patterson, Sr., 
of Upper Paxtang Township, in 1758 and settled in 
Cumberland County, but moved about from place to 
place. He is known to have been one of the original 
proprietors of Hanover Township, Luzerne County and 
drew lot No. 18. He was at Wyoming in 1770; was a 
member of the committee of Public Safety, for 'l'urbitt 
Township, Northumberland County, Feb. 13, 177'i'. 
(NOTE. Proof is to be found on page 359, Vol. 2, '' Penn
sylvania in the Revolution-Associators and Militia.") 
Was taxed for 200 acres of land in Cumberlan<l County, 
in 1781. Removed to Westmorland County, in 17'.33, 
where his youngest and mostdisting\ltshed sou, James P. 
was born in 1785, when Mrs. Espy was nearly 50 years 
old. In 1786 the subject of this sketch with his wife 
and younger children moved to Kentucky, settling nea.r 
Lexington. Josiah Espy died in Nov. 1801 and his wife, 
Nov. 19, 1809, in Green County, Ohio, whitlrnr they had 
gone some years earlier. After the death of her hus
band, Mrs. Espy lived with her daughter, ilfl'l:i. illol'lha 
lVIitchell. Her son, Josiah, who had been left a lad with 
his uncle, Col. David Espy, of Bedford, describes in his 
journal a visit in 1805 at the home of Mrs. Mitchell, to 
his venerable mother, whom he had not seen for seven
teen years. Josiah and Elizabeth Espy were members 
of the Presbyterian Church and are buried in the 
"Massie's Creek" gr.1ve-yard. They had issue: 

7. i. George, b. 1759; m. Polly Patterson. 
8. ii. John, b. 1761; rn. Mary Allen: 
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9. 111. 11Iary, b. 1763; m. Joseph Stevenson. 
10. 1 c. Thomas, b. 1767; m. Elizabeth Patterson. 
11. r. Ani~a, b. 1769; m. Jpseph Simp1;1on. 
12. 1:1. Josiah, b. 1771; m. Maria Moore Murdock. 
13. vii. Hugh, b. 1774; m. Sarah Bai-tholomew. 
14. v111. ~llartlw, b. 1777; m. James Mitcliefl. 
15. 1.c. Dacid, b. 1779; m. Dorcas Keene. 
16. x. James, b. 1785: m. Margaret Pollard. 

III. DAvrn EsPY, eighth child of George and 
Elizabeth Espy, was b. in Derry Township, Lancaster 
County, Pa , 1730, and d. June 13, 1795, in Bedford, Pa. 
He studied la,w an<l early in life removed to Bedford 
County, where he became prominent in public affairs. 
At the outset of the Revolution he entered heartily into 
tlie contest; was deputy to the Provincial Conference 
held at Carpenters Hall, Philadelphia, June 18, 1775; 
member of the Council of Public Safety, July 23, 1776, 
and Col. of battalion of associators; was protbonotary of 
Bedford County, Dec. 18, 1778; one of the justices of 
that county, Dec. 18, 1778 and under the Constitution of 
17S0--90, prothonotary, register, etc., from Dec. 23, 1790, 
to the date of his death. He was one of the original 
trustees of Dickinson College and a member of the 
Cl-eneral Assembly of the State. The Provincial records 
conta,in many references to him and his actions. Col. 
I~spy, manied Jane Woods, daughter of Sarah and 
Andrew \Voods of Lancaster County and Sister of 
George ·woods, a man of mark in Bedford during the 
Hevolutiona,ry period; she was born in 1735; died in 
1Sl0. In 1785 Col. Espy was taxed for 1316 acres of 
land in Bedford County. Pl'oof of his Revolutionary 
service is in Vol. 14, 2nd. series, '·Archives of Pennsyl
nwi:=t." His children ,vere: 

i. Ca11f. Darid, b. 1777 and died unmarried in 
Bedford in 1S18. The Anderson family 
have his commission as Captain. 

17. 11. Mrtry, b. 1779: m. Dr. ,John Anderson. 



26 THE ESPY FAMILY IN AMERICA 

11i. George, b. 1781; d. 1855, unmarried. 

IV. GEORGE EsPY, ninth child of George and Jean 
Espy was b. in Derry Township, Lancaster County, Pa., 
in 1732, m. Elizabeth Crain, the daughter of William 
and Jean Crain of County Down, Ireland, who came to 
America in 1732. George Espy settled in Cumberland 
County, near Newville and he was a "ruling elder" of 
the "Big Spring" Presbyterian Church in 1764. Aug. 30, 
1776, he was a private in Col. Timothy Green's battalion, 
Capt. Richard McQuon's Co., of Lancaster County, and 
served in the Jersey campaigns. He was detailed in 
1777-8, from the 3rd. Co., 6th. battalion, to set in court 
martials. Proof of the foregoing is found on p. 380, 
Vol. 2, 2nd. series, "Pennsylvania Archives" George Espy 
held land warrants for 200 acres in Cumberland County, 
in 1785. George Espy, farmer, paid 40 £ tax in Cum
berland County in 1781. He died in Cumberland Coun
ty in 1787 and his wife, died at the home of her son, 
George, in Philadelphia, in 1830. Had issue: 

1·. John, b. 1769; m. Margaret Huston, Nov. 10, 
1789, at Newville, Pa.,.,service by Rev. 
Samuel Wilson. Had one son and two 
daughters a11 of whom settled about Pitts
burg, after their father's death. 

ii. Elizabeth, b. 1771. 
111. George, b. 1773; m. Rebecca Glenn, Feb. 4, 

1813, service by Rev. Joshua Williams of 
Big Spring Church. George and John Espy 
occupied pew No. 28 in Big Spring Church 
in 1790. He removed to Philadelphia about 
1825. His children were: 
1. Thressa, b. Feb. 14, 1814; d. 1885 un
married. 
2. Augustus, b. June 16, 1816; d. 1838 un
married. 
3. Ada, b. May 19, 1817; m. John Piper of 
Lacon, Ill.; d. without children. 
4. B. b. Oct. 19, 1820; d. 1845 unmarried. 
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5. Carnline Rebecca, living at No. 66, N. 
34th. Street, Philadelphia, Penn~. . 

11'. Christi11rt, b. 1775; m. Jo1In. Hp,w~s., Ang. 16, 
1796. 

i.:. Jane, b.---m. Mr. White of Pittsburg. 

V. 'rHoMAS EsPY, the eldest child of John and Ann 
Montgomery Espy, was born in Lancaster County, in 
1739; d. in Carlisle, 1808. He signed a "call" for Rev. 
Samuel Wilson to Big Spring Church in 1786. He oc
cupied pew No. 18 in that church in 1790. In 1767 he 
m. Anna Hamilton, who was b. 1747; the daughter of 
Alexander Hamilton, killed by the Indians during the 
Revolution and sister of Hobert Hamilton a boy sol
dier. She d. at the home of her son, James, in 1808. 
Thomas Espy was a private in Capt. Robert McCallen's 
Co., Col., Galbraith's ba.ttalion, Lancaster County Militia, 
Aug. 20, 1775. Proof of his service is on p. 343, Vol. 13, 
2nd. series, Pennsylvania Archives. Thomas Espy died 
eal'ly in 1808 aud left the following children: 

1. Jfr11'!f(ll'ef, b. 1769; m. Samuel Wilson. 
18. 11. Willia111, b. 1771; m. Elizabeth Nesbit. 

111. B1((·Ji,,1, b. 1773; m. Robert Bell, May 29, 1788. 
1r. A111w, b. 1776; m. James Grier, Feb. 12, 1805. 

19. r. Robed Ha111ilto11, b. 1778; 111. Elizabeth Carson. 
c1. Eliwbet/1, b. 1780; m. ~foses Wallace. 

20. n 1. .Jr11ues, b. 1782; m. Jane· Fife. 
m1. .fu11<', b.1790; m. John Maloney or McLowney. 

These dates were all found in Big Spring 
Church records, Newville, Pa. 

VI. J.urns EsrY, second son of ,John and Ann 
}\fontgornery Espy, was b. Aug. 10, 1741; m. Martha 
McKnight, daughter of l\Irs. Joseph Wilson, in Derry 
Church, Dec. 14, 1762, Rev. John Roan, officiating . 
. fomf's Espy is known to hwve paid churrh assessment in 
Pttxtang in 1770, but was loeated in N orthnmberlancl 
County later, where he served as First Lieut., 11th. Co. 
of Samnel Hmiter's battalion of assoeiators. Proof of 
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that is found on p. 338, Vol. 14, 2nd. series, Archives of 
Pennsylvania. Later he is known to have owned a 
tract of land near Easton which bis sons inherited. He 
died in Philadelphia, July 5, 1843. He had issue: 

1. Jmnes, b. 1763; m.---had among others, 
John, b. 1788, who m. Mary Dinwiddie in 
1814. Their daughter, .Mrs. J.llargaret 
Thompson, had 11.1-iss JJfary Espy Thompson, 
of Kenton, Ohio. 

ii. Samuel, b. 1765; m. Had a son Job, whose 
grandson, Edward and family, still live in 
Philadelphia, and three other sons. 

ni. Thomas,, b. 1767; m. Jean Sloan; emigrated 
to North Carolina, taking with him Eliza, 
Thomas and .Millie, but all are lost to history. 

iv. Jean, b. 1770. 
v. John, b. 1772. 

v1. TVilliam, b. 1775; m. Had son, Dr. 1Villiam 
0. Espy, b. 1803; d. in Benton, Illinois, 1861; 
was twice m. and bad among others: S. D. 
Espy, of Benton, Ill., w_h_o has . daughter, 
llfl's. Nettie 1-Vard, Manitou, Colo. 

1Jn. Ann, b. June 6, 1779 in Northumberland 
County, Pa., m. Loftus Noel in the First 
Baptist Church, Philadelphia, May 25, 1795 
and removed to Kentucky. Had issue: 
1. JVashington, 2. GaJ'Jlef, 3. Beverly, 4. 
JJfaria C., m. Rev. Wilfoun :M. McReynolds 
and had 1lfa1·y Ellen, now Mrs. J. K. Marley, 
Lincoln, Neb., and Miss Pannie j}frReynolds, 
Dayton, 0., 5. Adeline, 6. Emily, 7. Sarah, 
8. Albert, 9. Theodore. 

viii. Elizabeth, m. Cornelius McLean in First 
Baptist Church, Philadelphia, May 11, 1799, 
and all trace of her is lost. 

VIL GEORGE EsrY, eldest child of Josiah and 
Elizabeth Patterson Espy, was b. in 175H in Cumberland 
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County, Pa. In youth he learned the shoe-maker's 
trade, entered the Revolutiona1;y W arJ'it 16 years of age 
from Northumberland County and was a bare-foot boy 
at Valley Forge. He was granted a -pension for this ser
vice in 1832. George and his brother, Thomas, went to 
Fa,yette County soon after the close of the war and in 
Oct. 1784, George married Polly, daughter of his uncle, 
Peter Pattersou Jr., in Old Redstone Church. In 1789 
George Espy settled Espyville, Crawford County and for 
some years carried on a saw mill, grist mill and distillery 
near the "Big Spring. 1

' In their later years Mr. Espy 
and wife adopted the Swedenborgian faith. In 1813 
George Espy was commissioned captain and marched to 
Fort Erie ,vith his three sons, Patterson, Thomas Steren
so11 and .Jr1111e..::, and most of the able-bodied men of the 
neighborhood, but this company was not mustered in for 
senice. Geurge and Polly Patterson died and were 
liuried on their farm at Espyville. He dying in 1835 
a,nd she some years earlier. They had issue: 

21. 1. XaJ1ry, b. 1785; m. Anthony Bennett. 
22. 11. Patterson, b. 1786; m. ;);Iercy Freeman. 

'23. 1t1. Josiah, b. 1788: m. Susan Denny. 
1 r. Tlto111as Sfr rc11son, b. 1792; d. 1813 on the 

march to Lake Erie and was brought back 
to Espyville and buried on the home lot. 

24. r. A111w, b. 1794; m. Josiah Espy Steve·nson. 
n. Ueoi'(/P Rir-11rml, b. Feb. 23, 1796, at Espyville, 

Pa., d. Feb. 23, 18L19, at Fort Madison, Iowa, 
and is buried in the old city grave-yard. He 
studied medicine and practiced his profes
sion ftt Franklin, Venftngo County, Pa., where 
he was a prominent man in the early part 
of the century. He was for a number of 
years a member of the General Assembly of 
the Commonwealth and made Auditor
Oeneral in 1839, holding this position for 
five years. Failing hea.lt.h Cilnsed him to re-
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tire from active life and he ended his days 
at the home of his nephew, General Thomas 
S. Espy. He was never married and he left 
a large estate. 

25. l'11. James, b. 1798; m. Nancy Espy. 
26. mu. Jolm, b. 1800; m. Margaret Free. 

i.;i'. Hugh McConnick, b. 1802; d. 1859. He m. 
Leonora Murry who died within a year 
when he m. secondly, Jane Green by whom he 
had two children: T'iola, m. John Fetter
man, lives at Oneida, Tenn. Fred, b. Aug. 
19, 1844; d. June 4, 1885; m. first Rachel 
Williamson, had Fred and Frank, Bowl, 
Tenn; m. second, June 4, 1882, Anna M. 
Carr, b. July 27, 1857; they had: 1Valfrr 
Hugh, b. June 16, 1885. 

:r. Darid, b. 1804, d. 1860; m. Ja.ne Murry. They 
had among others Luey and Jfurry. Murry 
m. at Warsaw, Ind. Carrie---He died 
in 1863 leaving one son whose daughter, 
.J..1faud, lives at Edwardsville, Mich. 

VIII. JOHN EsPY, second child of Josiah and Eliza
beth Patterson Espy, was b. in 1761, lived for a number 
of years in Union County, Pa., where he m. in 1795 
Mary Ann Allen, sister of John Allen a soldier of the 
Revolution. Removed to Mercer County and bought a 
farm near the town of Mercer, July 6, 1815, where he 
died in 1830. John Espy was always a farmer and a 
strict Presbyterian. His wife lived to be 93 years old. 
They: had issue: 

1. Josiah, b. 1797; d. 1861; ill. Mary A. Miller, 
but had no children. 

27. ii. Cynthia, b. 1799; ill. John Sankey. 
25. 112. Nancy, b. 1800; m. James Espy. 
28. w. Samuel Allen, b. 1803; m. Sarah McDomdd. 

v. GPorge TV. b. 1806; d. aged six months. 
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v1. Elizabeth, b. 1807; m. David Jackson. 
1:ii. Ruth, b. 1810; d. in infanc~ 

31 

IX. 'MARY EsPY, third child of Josiah and Elizabeth 
Patterson Espy was b. in 1768. She was tnatHedatCarlisle, 
Pa., to Joseph Stevenson in 1782. He was a soldier of the 
Revolution. After the death of Mr. Stevenson she m. a 
Mr. Caldwell of Cumberland, Md., and for her third hus
band she m. a Mr. Scott. Mr. Stevenson was the father 
of all her children. She was a very large, handsome 
woman and deeply religious, being a member of the 
Presbyterian church. She d. in Kittanning, Pa., at the 
home of her son, Aug. 1833. Her children were: 

24. 

t. Gmrye Espy, b. 1783. Became a minister 
and died a, few hours after preaching his 
trial sermon in 1808. He was unmarried. 

11. .J.lfrugaref, b. 1785. A dwarf and weak 
minded. 

111. Eli.zr;bdh, b. 1786. vVas _ suffocated in a 
"trundel-bed" while p1aying"hide and seek." 
Aged seven years. 

11·. Jo/;11 H., b. 1788; was a merchant of Gettys
hmg, Pa.; d. in Philadelphia in 1868; m. a 
1Hiss Russell and had: Alt>J',, John and 
R11ssell. 

r. .Josir1h E.~p!J, b. 1792; m. Anna Espy. 
11. .Jo.,·11>11 Pcdterso11, b. 1792; m. three times. 

68. rn. Jf(/i·ir1, b. 1795; m. McKee. 
G9. 011. Mar!/ ....I,uw, b. 1803: m. Frederick Rohrer. 

X. THo:,rAs EsPY, fourth child of Josiah and Eliza
beth Patterson Espy, was b. 1767; m. in Fayette County, 
Fa., a,t Old Redstone Church, in the year 1785, his cousin 
Elizabeth Patterson, daughter of William Patterson a 
Revolutionary soldier. They came to the northwest 
tr-rritory nnd setfo,d in whnt is now Warren County, 
Ohio, in 1795. About two years later he was one of the 
early settlers on the Little Miami and became the 
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owner of a fine farm. In connection with Gov. Morrow, 
he helped to organize the first Associate Reformed 
church north-west of the Ohio river. Later in life he 
removed to Rossville, Butler County, Ohio, and dying 
there in 1833 was buried in the old grave-yard at Ham
ilton, which. is now a city park. Thomas Espy was 
afflicted with cataract on his eyes in his old age. His 
wife died in 1840 at the home of her daughter, Mrs. 
Jacobs, near Piqua, 0. They had issue: 

1. JJfary, b. 1786; m. John Kibby, had nine 
daughters all of whom are dead but the 
tenth child and only sou, Judge .Joltn F. 
Kibby is still living at Richmond, Ind. 

ii. Anna, b. 1788; m. John Jacobs and has 
children living at Piqua, 0. 

80. m. Josiah, b. 1790; m. Margaret Mitchell. 
81. iv. TVilliam Patte,·son, b. 1792; m. Elizabeth 

Johnson. 
v. Betsey, b. 1794; died unmarried. 

82. 111. Nancy, b. 1798; m. John Morrow. 
v11. Samit, b. 1800; m. Thps. L. Steele, no 

children. 
88. m11. Thomas, b. 1802; m. Susan Morton. 
34. fr. James, b. 1803; m. Eliza Sifes. 

x. JJ1atilda, b. 1807; m. "\:Villiam Linn, no 
children. 

85. x1. Geo1·,r;e .M., b. 1812; m. Mrs. Lucinda Parvin. 

XI. ANNA EsPY, fifth child of Josiah and Elizabeth 
Espy, b. 1769, was m. near Lexington, Ky., Feb. 28, 1797, 
to Joseph Simpson and settled in Mount Sterling, where 
theylived till 1818, when Joseph Simpson removed to 
Princeton, Ky., where Anna d. 1831. This couple hr.d 
portraits painted that are now owned by Miss Ann 
Wetherhold, Macomb, Ill. Their children were: 

i. Jane Burr, b. Dec. 19, 1797; m. Mr. Garnett. 
n. Elizabeth, b. Dec. 19, 1799; m. Dr. Haydon. 

111. Afal'io, h. I1ifarch 17, 1801; m. Mr. Rowland. 
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36. 11;. l.llartha JJfitchell, b. March 4, 1803; m. Burr 
Caldwell. 

37. c. Jamrs TVil!.:inson, b. Dec. 20, 1804; m. E. 
Hathaway. 

38. ·n. Caroline, b. Oct. 1, 18H6; m. McGowan. 
·i;ii. .Josiah E::;py, b. Nov. 2, 1808; m. Ann Eliza 

Rice. Had issue: 
1. BP1~jru11in, m. Florn Walker. 
2. William, m. Beulah Allison. 
!3. .Josrp/i EsplJ, m. Helen Dea:q.. 
4. .Julio Frances, m. A. P. Wetherhold. 
5. Clrty S., m. first, Sarah Brawley, secimd, 
Lucy Good. 
6. Ja/!les, m. Jane Watson. 

/'Ill. Julia .ii!l!I, b. Jan. 10, 1810; a: 1870, un
married. 

1.r. GeorgP H'asliingto11, b. May 12, 1812. 

XII. Josu.rr EsPY, sixth child of Josiah and Eliza
beth Patterson Espy, was born in 1771. When his 
fo,ther moved to Kentucky, Josiah remained with his 
qncle David, of Bedford, which gave him some social 
and educational adv::mtages, he would not otherwise 
ham had. In 1791 he received an appointment as clerk 
in the \Var Department at Philadelphia; later was in 
the State Legislature from Bedford. In 1805 he visited 
Ohio, of which tour he preserved a brief journal, which 
ha:, been pu blisned in the "Ohio Valley Historical 
Series." Later in life he located at Columbus, Ohio. 
,\' ns cashier of the Franklin bank of that place from 
l~12o till 1843. He nnrried in 1812, Maria Moore Mur
cL;ck, daughter of Judge Patrick Henry Murdock of 
Cumberland, i\1d. Josiah Espy d. 1847 in Columbus, 0. 
His children 1Nere: 

3}). 1. Hrn1'!/ P11fl'icl.:, b. 1814; m. Lucy Crain. 
,tJ. ;,:_ Lociniu, b. 1818; 111. James F . .Morehead. 

111. .Jr1111Ps, b. 1824; m. Jane 'f. Andrews, 1854, 
has, 1 . .!rune.,, 2. Art!t111", 3. Janie. He is 
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still living (1905) and is president of the 
Ohio Valley National Bank, Cincinnati, 0. 

w. Isabella, M., b. 1827; m. Dr. Francis Carter 
in 1854. Dr. Carter was Dean of Sterling 
Medical College, Columbus, 0., where his 
widow d. in Oct. 1902. They had no children. 

v. Ellen Graham, b. 1829; m. James Colbertson 
McCoy. 
Josiah Espy was the father of five other 
children who d. young. 

XIII. HuoH EsPY, seventh child of Josiah and 
Elizabeth Patterson Espy, was b. May 4, 1774, and d. of 
cholera, at Jeffersonville, Ind., Oct. 21, 1832. He was a 
cabinet-maker, but settling very early in Indiana, he be
came a school teacher; was m. at Clarksville, Ind., to 
Sarah, daughter of General Joseph Bartholomew and 
Christiana, his wife, of Laurel Hill, Pa. General Bar
tholomew was an Indian scout at 10 years of age and a 
soldier of the Revolution. Was severely wounded in 
the battle of Tippecanoe in the war of 1812 and pro
moted to Brigadier General. He re'moved to McLean 
County, Ill., where he died in 1830. Samit, his eldest 
child was b. Sept. 26, 1778 and d. Jan. 20, 1859. Hugh 
Espy, after his marriage became a farmer and owned 
1000 acres of land and many slaves. He was a follower 
of Emanuel Swedenborg; served in war of 1812 in Capt. 
Morris' company, from Sept. 11th. to Nov. 24th. 1811. 
(See Filson Club's Publication, No. 15. "The Battle of 
Tippecanoe.") He had issue: 

1. Josiah Bartholomew, b. June 7, 1807; d. Mar. 
7, 1831; unmarried. 

ii. },fari'.ah, b. Dec. 1, 1808; m. 1830, Charles 
Morris and settled in Bloomfield, Iowa. Has 
children. 

m. John Milton, b. Aug. 3, 1810; m. June 12, 
1834, Elizabeth l\foClintock. Had 2 sons. 
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1v. James Thomas, (twin) b. Aug. 3, 1810; d. Sept. 
11, 1831; unmarried. 

v. Catlt.e1·ine M., b. 1815; m: 1834, James B. 
McHolland; has children living in Washing
ton, Ind. 

42. 'Vt. Eliza, b. ,Feb. 1817; m. 1839, John Alloway. 
43. 1'11. Geo1yP Newport, b. Nov. 1819; m. 1842, Han

nah Smith. 
v111. Isaac Hugh, b. Oct. 1822; m. Ann Sabine in 

1847, who d. 1889. He was a wealthy and 
influential man at Jeffersonville, Ind., be
fore the war. He has no children; nc;>w lives 
at Chester, Ill., with Mrs. Wilkinson, a niece 
whom he adopted. 

44. i:c. Dach! E111a1u1Pl, b. Feb. 1824; m. 1848, Mary 
Shields. 

45. :c. Sui'({h Jane, b. Sept. 1826; m. 1848, C. 
McClintock. 

XIY. ~LrnTHA EsPY, youngest daughter of Josiah 
and Elizabeth Patterson Espy, was b. Aug. 3, 1777; d. 
Sept. 1864. She was m. to James Mitchell, son of David 
'and Margaret Mitchell of Derry Township, Lancaster 
County, Pa., in 1794: while her parents were yet in Ken
tucky, but the young couple soon removed to Green 
County, Ohio, where they lived and died. Mr. Mitchell 
and his wife were Seceder Presbyterians in faith. Their 
children were: 

30. 1. Mar,r;a1·et, b. Aug. 3, 1795; m. Josiah Espy. 
ii. Darid, b. 1797; m. Mary Morrow; daughter 

of Governor Morrow; d. 1850 at M:anisville, 
0., and left children. 

111. Eliza, b. 1799; m. Adam Winter; d. 1839 and 
left ten children. 

ic. Ailna Stecmson, b. 1802; m. David Jackson: 
d. 1861. 

I'. Maria, b. 1803; m. James Currie; d. 1848, 
left one son. 
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James Espy, b. 1805; m.--; d. 1860 and left 
children. 
Josiah, b. 1807; d. 1863; unmarried. 
Thomas, b. 1811; m.--; has children, Platts
mouth, Neb. 
Sarah, b. 1813; m--; d. childless in 1860. 
Robert Armstron,q, b. 1815; m. Miss Campbell; 
d. 1896. 
Francis R., b. 1817; m. Louise Wright. 
Samuel Kyle, b. 1822; m. Elizabeth--. 

XV. DAVID EsPY, ninth child of Josiah and Eliza
beth Patterson Espy, was b. 1779. He settled near his 
brother Thomas, in Warren County, Ohio, before he 
was of age. He purchased from his brother 100 acres of 
land for $350.00 on which he built a home. The post
village of Twenty Mile Stand (20 miles from Cincinnati) 
is on this land. He subsequently purcha.sed other and 
larger tracts. He is remembered as a neat a.nd dressy 
old man, the last survivor of the pioneers of the region 
in which he lived. He married Dorcas Keene. Though 
not a man of wealth he retired in old age from the ae
tive labor of his farm and lived at ease. He had re
ceived the doctrine of Swedenborg from his brother 
Josiah: and at his large and comfortable house the min
isters of the "new church" were made welcome, and 
there they sometimes preached "the heavenly doutrine 
of the New Jerusalem." His brother, Prof. James Espy, 
was a frequent visitor and he sometimes, sitting on a 
chair in David's parlor would give conversational lec
tures to the neighbors and friends on rain-storms and 
tornadoes. David Espy d. in 1863. He had issue: 

49. 1.. Mary, b.--; m. John VVestcott. 
11. James, died unmarried. 
iii. Eliza, m. first., G. S. Stine, second, Rev. D. 

Powell; no issue. 
111. Ann, m. Ezekiel Vv oodruff in 1829; lived on 

a farm in Warren County, Ohio,; had issue: 
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1. Mary, 2. Eliza, m. Samuel Ware; 3 . 
.Josiah, 4. Sarah, 5. Dcwfrl, (twin) and 6. 
Dorcas, m. Thomas Blackburn. 

1!. Eunice, d. unmarried; was executrj.x of her 
father's will. 

n. Josfoh, died unmarried. 

XVI. JAMES EsPY, youngest child of Josiah and 
Elizabeth Patterson Espy, who e.fter his marriage wrote 
his name James Pollard Espy, was b. in Westmorland 
County, Pa., May 9, 1785. He was the most distinguished 
man of the Espy name. His youth was passed in Ken
tucky and Ohio, and having an ardent desire for knowl
edge he commenced teaching school as a means for 
obtaining a classical education at Transylvania Uni
ve1·:0ity, Lexington, Ky. His brother Josiah, when at 
Lexington in lb0£;., wrob~: ''Here I met my youngest 
brother, Jame~, whom I had not seen since he was an 
infant. I found liim at the Univei·sity where he has 
nrnde considendiie progress in the dead languages and 
in general science. He discovers an ardent desire after 
Jrnowlegde and promises to be intelligent and useful." 
Lerrving the Cniversity in 1808, he taught an academy 
at Cumberland, Md. He studied law and practiced that 
profe~sion four years at Xenia, Ohio. In 1812 he mar
ried ~[iss Margaret Pollard of Cumberland, Md. In 1817 
he became a teacher of classics in Philadelphia; that 
city was his home for twenty years. Prof. Bache says 
bat E:e;py bec:1me known as one of the best Classieal 
and .\fo.them,1 tieal instructors in Philadelphia. He soon, 
however, had his attention drawn to natural science 
an:1 about 1828 he began his studies aud investigations 
in ; he ca use of storms, which made him the foremost 
American :Meteorologist. In 1833 he wrote a summary 
of his theory of the upward movement of the air in 
stom1s au1-i oi: their self-sustaining power from the 
evolution of btent heat. In 1S34 he became Meteorolo
gist of both the Franklin Institute and the American 
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Philosophical society of Philadelphia. In 1836 he aban
doned the profession of teaching and began lecturing 
before scientific bodies and popular audiences. These 
lectures caused him to be popularly known as the 
"Storm King." In 1840 he visited Europe and presented 
his theory of storms before the British Association and 
the French Academy of Science. It was.during the dis
cussion that followed the pl'esentation of his theory 
before the French Academy that Arago said: "France 
has its Cuvier, England its Newton, America its Espy." 
In 1841 his "The Philosophy of Storms" was published 
at Boston. In 1843 he was appointed the fil'st Meteor
ologist of the U. S. Government and was assigned to 
duty, first, under the Surgeon-General of the Army, next 
under the Secretary of the Navy, and finally in 1848 
under the Secretary of the Smithsonian Institution. 
His four voluminous reports were published by tbe 
government. His most important scientific publication 
was his Fourth Report, published in 1857. His work in 
Washington was terminated in 1859 and he then spent 
sometime in visiting his relatives and, _friends in Ohio 
and Pennsylvania. ·while on a visit to Cincinatti, Pi·of. 
Espy was stricken with paralysis January 17, 1860, and 
died at the residence of his nephew, John Westcott, 
Jan. 24th. He was buried in the cemetery at Harris
burg by the side of his wife who had died ten years be
fore. Soon after his death Moncure D. Couway pub
lished at Cincinatti "1'he Human Will, a series of 
Posthumus Essays by the la,te James Pollard Espy" with 
a brief memoir of the a.ut,hor. Mr. Conway who hai1 
known Prof. Espy intimately in \Vashington, says: 
"The character of Prof. Espy was as pnre and elevated 
as any it has been our happiness to meet. His word, 
with those who met hitu, was truth itself; his innocence 
like that of a child." Prof. Espy was not a member cf 
any church, but in Philadelphia he had a pew in the 
Unitarian church. He died childless, and in his will he 
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bequeathed all his property (about $20,000) to his· rela
tives. His will is remarkable in that while his relatives 
both male and female, were numerous; h.e left no,m:0n.ey 
to any male person. The name of James P. ~y, 
American Meteorologist, is the only Espy found worthy 
of a place in dictionaries of universal liiography. Prof. 
Espy had his portrait painted by Peale; after his 
death it was presented to the Smithsonian Institution 
and now hangs up stairs in one of the offices. Miss 
Westcott and Mrs. Alexander also have paintings, made 
later. 

RESOLUTIONS OF THE BOARD OF REGENTS OF 
THE SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION ON THE 

DEA1'H OF PROF. JAMES P. ESPY. 

Saturday,Feb.4, 1860. 
A meeting of the Board of Regents was held this 

day, at 10 o'clock a. m. 
Present: Hon. John C. Breckinridge, Hon. James 

A. Pearce, Hon. S. A. Douglass, Professor C. C. Felt.on, 
Professor A. D. Bache, Hon. J. G. Berret and the Secre
tary. 

Mr. Breck~nridge was called to the chair. The 
minutes were read and approved. The Secretary an
nounced the death of the following per1;1ons who had 
been officially connected and otherwise with the opera
tions of the Institution: Washington Irving, an hon
orary member, Prof. W.W. Turner, Prof. James P. Espy 
and G. Wurdemann, Esqs. . 

Prof. Felton then addressed the Board as follows: 
Mr. Chancellor: The year 1859 will be memorable in 
the history of civilization for the number of illustrious 
men who have passed away from the scene of their 
earthly labor in its course. The year 1769 was remark
able for the number of men born init, who have changed 
the whole aspect of science and letters and the political 
condition of the world. Of the great men born in that 
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year, one Rumbolt, the most eminent of all, lived to the 
year 1859, thus spanning over the interval between 
them by a liff.:l of ninety years consecrated to the high
est objects of human pursuits. 

The Smithsonian Institution has to lament an un
usual number of those connected with it among the dis
tinguished dead of the past year. (The venerable Mr. 
Rush has already been fitly commemorated by a mem
ber of the Board.) I .take the liberty of offering a few 
remarks upon two others whose death the country de
plores. (Prof. Turner and Washington Irving are the 
men to whom he refers, and sets forth beautifully their 
separate talents, characters, etc.) 

Prof. Bache then made the following remarks: 
James P. Espy, one of the most original and suc

cessful meteorologists of the present time, died in Cin
cinnati, Ohio, on the 24th. of January, 1860, in the 
seventy-fifth year of his age, after an illness of a week, 
at the residence of his nephew-in-law, John Westcott. 

'l'he early career of Mr. Espy as an instructor, was 
marked by the qualities which led to his later distinc
tion in science. He was of the best classical and mathe
matical instructors in Philadelphia, which at that day 
numbered Dr. Wylie, Mr. Sanderson and Mr. Crawford 
among its teachers. 

Impressed by the researches and writings of Dalton 
and of Daniell on meteorology, Mr. Espy began to ob
serve the phenomena and then to experiment on the 
facts which formed the ground-work of the science. · As 
he observed, experimented aud studied, his enthusiaYm 
grewt and his desire to devote himself exclusively to the 
increase and diffusion of the science, finally became so 
strong that he determined to give up his school a11<l to 
rely for the means of prose~uting bis rese:-irches upon 
his slender savings, and the success of his lectures, 
probably the most original which have ever been deliv
ered on the subject. His first course was delivered he-
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fore the Franklin Institute of Pennsylvania, of which he 
had long been an active member, alli!d where he, ,met 
kindred spirits, ready to discuss the principles, or tire 
applications of science and, prepared to extend their 
views over the whole horizon of physica,l ,aBd· mechani
cal research. As chairman of the committee en meteor-
ology, Mr. Espy had a large share in the organization of 
the complete system of meteorological observations 
carried on by the institute under the auspices and with
in the limits of the State of Pennsylvania. 

'· Mr. Espy's theory of storms was developed in suc
cessive memoirs in the Journal of the,Fra.nklin Institute, 
containing discussions of the changes of temperature, 
and moisture of the air, and in the direction and force 
of the wind and other phenomena attending remarkable 
storms in the United States and on the ocean adjacent 
to the Atlantic and Gulf Coast. Assuming great sim
plicity as it was developed and founded on the estab
lished laws of physics and upon inge.niOus and well
directed original experiments, this theory drew general 
attention to itself especially in the United States. A 
memoir submitted anonymously to the American Philo
sophical society of Philadelphia, gained for•, Mr. Espy 
the Magellanic premium in the year 1836 after a discus
sion remarkable fo1· ingenuity and closeness in its pro
gress, and for the almost unanimity of its result. 

Mr. Espy was eminently social in his mental habits 
full of bonhommie and of enthusiasm, easily kindling 
a glow of social mental action. In the meetings and 
free discm1sions in a club formed for promoting research, 
and especially for scrutinizing the labors of its members 
-and of which Sea.rs L. Walker, Prof. Henry, Henry D. 
Rogers and myself were members-Mr. Espy found the 
mental stimulus he needed, and the criticism he courted, 
the best r.ids and checks on his observation, speculation, 
and ex 1 !eriments. But there was one person who had more 
infiucnre upon him than a11 others besides, stimulating 
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him to progress and urging him forward in each step 
with a zeal which never flagged-this was his wife. 
Having no children to occupy her care, and being of 
high mental endowment and of enthusiastic tempera
ment, she found a never-failing source of interest and 
gratification in watching the development of Mr. Espy's 
scientific ideas, the progress of his experiments, and the 
results of his reading and studies; the collection and 
collation of observations of natural phenomena in the 
poetical region of the storm, the tornado and of the 
aurora. Mrs. Espy's mind was essentially literary, and 
she could not aid her husband in his scientific inquiries 
or experiments; her health was delicate and she could 
not assist him in his out-door observations; but she sup
plied what was of more importance than these aids-a 
genial and loving interest ever manifested in his pur
suits and successes and in his very failures. A/ere 
jlamrnam was the office of her delicate and poetical tem
perament. Younger than Mr. Espy, she nevertheless 
died some years before him in 1850, leaving him to 
struggle alone in the decline of life without the sustain
ing power of her devoted and enthusiastic nature. 

Having in a great degree matured his theory of 
storms, having made numerous inductions from obser
vations and having written a great deal in regard to it, 
Mr. Espy took the bold resolution, though past middle 
age, to throw himself into a new career, laying aside all 
ordinary employments and devoting himself to the 
diffusion of the knowledge which he had collected and 
increased, by lecturing in the towns, villages and cities 
of the· United States. This proved a successful under
taking and by its originality attracted more attention to 
his views than could have been obtained, probably, in 
any other way. He soon showed remarkable power rn 
explaining his ideas. 

His simplicity and clearness enabled his hearers to 
follow him without too great effort, and the earnestness 
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with which he spoke out his convictions carried them 
away in favor of his theory. The same power, whieh 
enabled him to succeed in his lecturing ca-Teer procured 
subsequently for Mr. Espy the suppert and encourage
ment of some of the leading men in Congress, and 'es
pecially in the Senate, and also in the executive depart
ment, their attention was arrested by the originality of 
his views and his warmth in presenting them and 'he 
imparted so much of his conviction of their truth as to 
induce many of our statesmen and official persons to 
exert themselves to procure for him, under the patron
age of the government, continued opportunities for 
study, research and the comparison of observations. To 
the consistent support of his scientific friends, and par
ticularly of the Secretary of this Institution, Mr. Espy 
owed also much in obtaining the opportunities of keep
ing in a scientific career. His reports to the Surgeon 
General of the Al'my, to Congress, and to the Secretary 
of the Navy, are among his latest efforts in this direction. 

'fhe earnest and deep convictions of the truth of 
his theory in all its parts, and his glowing enthusiasm 
in regard to it, perhaps, also, the age which h@ had 
reached, prevented Mr. Espy from passing beyond acer
tain point in the development of his theory. The same 
constitution of mind rendered his inductions from ob
servation t,ften unsafe. His views were positive and his 
conclusions absolute, and so was the expression of them. 
He was not prone to examine and re-examine premises 
and conclusions, but considered what had once been 
passed upon by his judgment as finally settled. Hence 
his views did not make that impression upon coo,ler 
temperament, among men of science to which they were 
entitled-obtaining more credit among scholat·s and 
men of general reading in our country, than among 
scientilic men and making but little pt'ogress abroad. 

Feeling that his bodily vigor was failing and that 
his life must soon close, the Secretary of the Smithson-
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ian Institution induced him to re-examine the various 
parts of his meteorological theories of storms, torna
does and water spouts, and to insert in his last report, 
while it was going through the press, an account of his 
most mature views. I trust that the Secretary will in 
one of his reports, give us a thorough and critical ex
amination of the works and services of this remarkable 
contributor to a branch of science, the knowledge of 
which the Smithsonian Institution has already done so 
much to advance and to diffuse. On motion of Prof. 
Bache, the following resolutions were adopted: 

RESOLVED, That the Regents of the Smithsonian In
stitute have learned with deep regret the decease of 
James P. Espy, one of the most useful and zealous of 
the meteorologists co-operating with the Institution, 
and whose labors in both increase and diffusion of 
knowledge of meteorology have meri'.ed the highest 
honors at home and have added to the reputation of our 
country abroad. 

RESOLVED, That the Regents offer to the relatives 
of Mr. Espy, their sincere condolence in the loss of 
which they have sustained. · , 

On motion of Mr. Pearce, it ,vas resolved that re
marks of Prof. Bache be eu tered in the proceedings, 

COPY OF THE WILL OF PROF. JAMES P. ESPY. 

Harrisburg, Pa.., Aug. 24, 1857. 
In the beginning of this my last will and testament, 

I wish to express my most profound reverence for the 
Supreme Ruler of the 1:.Jniverse, and my unwavering 
belief that everything which I have experienced duriug 
my whole life, (as well the vn.ins as tbe pleasmes) Lns 
been so arranged !Jy His infinite goodness aud vvi~xfom 
as to result in good to me; by educating me to a bigher 
state of knffwledge, and to a more intense 1o,Te of good
ness, and so to pr2pn,re me for an eternity of bappinei:i1' 
after death. 

If it is better for me to exist happy aHer death, 1 
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shall so exist, as certain as there is a God, of 'infi.nite 
Goodness, Wisdom and Power; and if it is better f,or me 
to suffer some pain hereafter, for the saske of further im
provement, I doubt not that an infinitely,good and wise 
Father has arranged it that I shall suffei~.1 

Heavenly Father, with unwaiv@ring confidence in 
Thy love, I commit myself, and the whole human 
family, Thy children, to Thy holy keeping. 

It is my last will. that at my death, my sister-in
law, Mary H. Espy of Harrisburg, shall have in her own 
right, the Fom Thousand Dollars for which I now hold 
her bond and mortgage, and I therefore desire that this 
bond mortgage shall be cancelled at my death. 

I wish that Prof. A. D. Bache of the Coast Survey, 
shall have my mkroscope; Prof. Joseph Henry of the 
Smith~onian Institute, my telescope; and the Hon. Chas. 
Brown of Philadelphia, my watch. 

I leave to my sister-in-law, Maria M. Espy, of 
Columbus. Ohio, One Thousand Dollars; to her daughter 
Lavinia, One Thousand; to her daughter Isabella, One 

. ')'honsand; and to her daughter Ellen, One Thousand. 
I leave to Lavinia M. P. Williams, niece of my wife 

Margaret Espy, Two Thousand Dollars; to Eliza Powel, 
my niece, One Thousand Dollars; to my niece, Eunice 
Espy, daughter of my brother David Espy, Five 
Hundred. 

I leaYe to Eliza E. Sergeant, daughter of Mary H. 
Espy a,foresaid, One 'l'housand Dollars; to my sister-in
law, Priscilla, Douglas, One Thousand Five Hundred 
Dollars; to my grand niece, Thirza L. Westcott, Two 
Thotrn:_\ nd Dollars; to my grand niece, Minerva West
cott, Two Thousand Dollars; and to my grand niece, 
Pbo2 be \Vestcott, One Thousa,ncl Dollars. 

If there is anything left over after these legacies 
are paid, I wish it to lie equally divided between my 
l wo g1·:rnd nieces, Thirza L. Westcott and Minerva 
\Yt0 ;;r.cot[-. aforesaid, ,t~ my residuary legatees; but if my 
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estate should not be sufficient to pay all these legacies 
in full, then I wish, after paying Mary H. Espy's legacy 
in full. that cancelling the bond and mortgage afore
said, that the rest of the legatees be paid pro rata. 

And I hereby constitute Mary H. Espy, and Thirza 
L. Westcott aforesaid, my Executrices to carry into 
execution this my last will and testament; in witness 
whereof I have hereto set my hand and seal, this 24th 
day of August, 1857. 

[SEAL] JAMES P. ESPY. 

XVII. MARY EsPY, eldest child of Col. David Espy, 
and Jane Woods, his wife, was b. 1779; d. Nov. 28, 1815, 
at Bedford, Pa. Shem. John Anderson, M. D. July 10, 
1807. Dr. Anderson was b. May 1, 1770; d. March 1840. 
This family still own and occupy the old home of Col. 
Espy, in which he entertained General Washington at 
the time of the "Whiskey Insurrection." They had issue: 

1. George Woods, b. June 27, 1808; d. June 20, 
1879; graduated from University of Penn
sylvania; m. Caroline l\fossell and had 
children: 1. Perry Woo(ls,-2. George .JI. 

50. n. Espy Lyon, b. 1810; m. Louisa H. Yv atson. 
11,z. Ann Jane, d. in infancy. 
1v. Mar;IJ, m. Frank Johnson and had children: 

1. Ale:c, 2. Ross, 3. Mary, m. Prof. Sloane of 
Princeton College, and had children. 

·v. Elizabeth, d. unmarried. 

XVIII. WILLIAM EsPY, eldest son of Thomas and 
Anna Hamilton Espy was b. Jan. 21, 1769; m. Elizabeth 
Nisbet, who was b. April 27, 1780. They settled near 
New Castle, Pa. Their children were: 

,. --b. Jan. l, 1797. 
u. -b. Sept. 10, 1799. 

51. ui. Thomas, b. Aug. 9, 1801. 
iv. -- Nisbet, b. April 12, 1803, died young. 

52. 11. Robprf Hamilton, b. March 8, 1805. 
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,vi. Rachel, b. Feb. 25, 1807. 
vii. Betsey, b. May 27, 1809. 

53. nu. John, b. March 2, 1811 .. 
1:r.. Jean, b. June 3, 1813. 
x. Marcy Thompson, b. Ap,ril 19, 1815. 

xi. Patty, b. June 28, 1817. 

47 

XIX. RoBERT ESPY, son of Thomas and Anna 
Hamilton Espy, was born 1778, m. Elizabeth Carson, 
March 14, 1810; ceremony performed by Rev. Joshua 
Williams of Big Spring Church. 'l'his couple settled in 
Dauphin County, near Harrisburg, but later moved to 
Butler County, Pa. Their children were: 

i. .:llargm·et Ann, b. 1812; m. Mr. Medley of 
Ohio. 

11. Thomas, b. 1814; d. aged 2 years. 
111. 8amuel, b. 1816; d. at Portersville, Pa. aged 

60 years. 
ir. .Jane, b. 1818; m. Mr. Oliver, still living in 

Portersville, Pa. 
r. Rachel, b. 1820; m. Mr. Templeton of Ohio. 

n. TVilliam, b. 1822; m. Mary Sharp. Went to 
California in 1850. 

cii. Elizabeth, b. 1824; m. James Sharp. 
54. rm. Robert Hamilton, b. Feb. 10, 1826. 

1.r. Thomas, b. 1828; m.; d. childless. 
Two others that died young. 

XX. JAMES Es PY, eighth child of Thomas and Anna 
Hamilton Espy was b. in Cumberland County, Pa., Sept. 
29, 1782; d. 1858 in Upper St. Clair Township, Allegheny 
County, Pa. He m. Jane Fife, Jan. 8, 1807; Their 
children were: 
55. 1. Thomas, b. Nov. 23, 1807; m. Elizabeth 

Hickman. 
11. .Margaret, b. June 28, 1809; m. Thompson 

Fife. Had children: 1. James, d. in Civil 
War, 2. 1'Villiam F(f'e, 3. Albert A. 
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i11. William, b. April 14, 1811; m.--. Had 
children: 1. Jame8, b. March 13, 1837, liv
ing in Pittsburg, 2. Alex, b. May 18, 1839, 
living at Homestead, 3. Mai-ga.ret, b. Dec. 
29, 1841; m. Mr. Anderson, living at Car
negie, Pa., 4. JVilliam, b. Jan. 12, 1845, 
Beaver Falls, Pa., 5. Mrs. Mary TValker, 
(twin) b. Jan. 12, 1845, Library, Pa., 6. JJfrs. 
Jennie Higbee, b. Oct. 9, 1847; m. Sept. 11, 
1873. Residence; Grandview Ave., Pittsburg. 

1r. Ann, b. March 2, 1813; 111. Thomas Morrow. 
Had children: 1. Thomas Espy, 2. Eliza J., 
3. Mary A. 

56. v. James, b. July 23, 1815; m. Susan Sill. 
ri. Elizabeth, b. Aug. 7, 1817; m. James Wilson. 

Had children: 1. Tliumas, 2. Jamei;, 3. 1Vil
liwn, entered Civil War and d. of camp fever. 

vn. Mary, b. Oct. 9, 1819; m. Dr. Joseph McCor
mick of Mt. Lebanon, Pa., where she d. in 
1894. Children: 1. James Espy, 2. Johu 
C., 3. Joseplt D., 4. T!iomast 5. Jane, 6. Jlar
garet, 7. William E., 8. Mary Ida, 9. Jliart!ta 
E., eight of whom survive her. 

r111. Jane, b. April 11, 1823, died young. 
i.e. John, b. March 3, 1826; m. Margaret Smith, 

a daughter of John Smith, a native of Scot
land and had issue: 1. J.lfargaref, m. J. J. 
Van Eiman, 2. James, m. Laura Wilson, 3 . 
.John Sniith, m. Alice Wilson, 4. Hmrnrd, 5. 
TVilliam Fife, 6. Georrr .M., b. Feb. 10, 1865: 
m. Feb. 22, 1888, Mary B. Morgan, daughter 
of John Morgan and Rebecca Hickman. 
John Espy d. Feb. 1904 in Pittsburg, Pa., 
where his widow still lives. 

XXI. NANCY EsPY, eldest child of George and Polly 
Patterson Espy, was b. June 18, 1785; m. Oct. 29, 1805, 
Col. Anthony Bennett, who came from the Connecticut 
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settlements on the Susquehanna River, to Crawford 
County, Pa., in 1800. He was a highly, respected man 
and Col. of a Regiment in the war of7812. They had 
issue: 

1. Espy, b. 1806; m., Esther Logan and had 
issue: 1. Nancy Espy, second wife of Joseph 
Linn, b. Oct. 4, 1831; m. Sept. 1, 1859. 
Children: F1·(tnk Espy, . b. 1860, Charles 

Anthony, b. 1862, Dr. Syfrester M., Ella B. 
2. William, 3. John, 4. Mrs. Sarah Johnson, 
5. George. 

11. Anna, m. Isaac Burwell of Crawford County, 
Pa. ch.-TVm., .i.1fa1:jo1:y and Samuel. 

111. TVm. m. Laura -- and had JVm. R. and 
Sabrina. 

ir. TltoJ11as Sterenson, b. Sept. 15, 1812; m. Sarah 
Ann Hounds and had Olice, b. Oct. 10, 1842; 
rn. N. M. Wright Feb. 4, 1863,,, !1 Ja:wYJl_r of 
Connersville, Ind., and has three children: 
1. TVi11. Bennett, b. Jan. 22, 1864; m. Katherine 
Rippetoe, Oct. 26, 1887, and had: Charles 
llo1rr(}'(l, b. Nov. 26, L894. 2. Nathaniel C11-r-
1re11, b. Aug. 11, 1870; m. Laura M. Beach, 
April 25, 1893. 8. Etha Anne, b. March 6, 
1874. 

t·. .Mary, m. Robert Logan and had: .llfary, 
who m. H. D. Collins of Espyville Station. 

r 1 Nr/JIC!f .J{/ne, m. Horace Rounds and had: 
Jlargr,rf'f, ilfrs. Ifannah Jlfason of Davenport, 
lown, .Jfrs. Nancy L((mb, Townville, Pa., and 
TVilliaJ/1, unmarried. 

r11. 1llr11:}aret, m. De Loss Cole of Andover, 0. 
ch.-Fmnk and TVilliam. 

r111. Jllai:jory, m. Jacob Forner a.nd had: Mrs. 
Olire Loomis, Henry, Ilfary, Mrs. K. Harvey, 
ErPlinP, who m. 1st. David Logan and had 
.:.llary, m. secondly, Samuel Hollister; d. at 
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Fairfield, Iowa. Children: Benj. m. Mercy 
Allen, 2. Chloe, m. Milton Skinner. 

1.x. Jarnes Patterson, b. 1827; m. Lucinda White 
and lives on a farm near Birmingham, Iowa. 
Children: Fred, Elmer, Alta and Otto, all of 
whom are married. 

XXII· PATTERSON EsPY, eldest son of George and 
Polly Patterson Espy, was b. Dec. 12, 1786. He was 
educated for the Presbyterian ministry at Jefferson Col
lege, Cannonsburg, Pa., but afterwards studied law. He 
m. April 5, 1810, Mercy Freeman, a daughter of Alexan
der Freeman, who served in the militia of Essex County, 
N. J., ·during the Revolution, and Mrs. Phoebe (nee 
Clarkson) Wilson, his wife. Mercy Freeman was b. 
May 20, 1787 and d. Jan. 20, 1862. Their home was al
ways the farm at Espyville and as business kept the 
father much at the county seat (Meadville) the care of 
their large family fell upon the brave and faithful 
mother whose children revere her memory. Patterson 
Espy d. July 18, 1859. They had issue: 
57. 1. Phoebe, b. Jan. 13, 1811; m. Joseph Free Pat-

ton. 
58. 11. Maria, b . .E'eb. 12, 1812; m· John Dickey. 
59. m. Thomas Stevenson, b. March 26, 1814; m. 

Mary A. McBride. 
1v. Eliza Ann, b. Jan. 20, 1816: m. Robert Free; 

d. April 9, 1843. 
v. Rebecca Jane, b. March 19, 1818; d. Feb. 20, 

1820. 
60. .1H. Pamelia, b. July 3, 1820; m. three times. 

vii. Rosinia M., b. May 25, 1822; d. Aug. 13, 1843. 
61. rm. Alexander Clarkson, b. Nov. 27, 1824; m. 

Sarah Espy. 
62. ix. Stephen Barlow, b. June 8, 1827; m. Rebecca 

Cutler . 
.r.. Ge01:qe Washington, b. Feb. 17, 1829; m. 
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Sarah Garrison and d. July 29, 1854, left no 
children. 

XXIII. Jos1AH EsPY, son ofHeorge and Polly Pat
terson Espy, was b. Dec. 29, 1788. He m. Susan Denny 
Sept. 20, 1810. She was b. March 29, 1790. He was 
always a farmer of Venango County, Pa. During the 
great "Oil Craze" in 1860, he started many wells which 
are still flowing. He d. in 1863. He had issue: 

1. William Denny, b. March 15, 1812; m. Mrs. 
Aurelia McDowell in 1864 and d. 1879 child
less. 

11. .Mary, b. March 24, 1814; m. A. J. McClin
tock and d. 1855 without issue. 

111. Grol'ge Prtfferi:;011,, b. Dec. 9, 1817; m. Mary 
Jewell, April 15, 1853 and d. May 30, 1894, 
having children: · 1. Jessie, b. 1854; d. 1859. 
2. Kate D., b. July 11, 1859; m. W. Preston 
McCray; March 20, 1879. 3. George Riehectd, 
b. Feb. 1, 1870. Residence, Petrolium Cen
ter, Pa.. 

11-. Cassr11ulm, b. Feb. 6, 1820; d. March 10, 1872. 
1·. .To!tn Fl'Pr>, b. March 3, 1822; m. Sarah David

son. Had issue: Walter, James, William 
H'., Joh11, Susan, Rebecca, Helen. 

n. A11geii11a, b. 1824; m. George W. McClintock 
who d. 1865, and left one son, Espy; m. 
Florence, daughter of Judge Davis of Mead
ville, Pa., and had Marion and Josephine. 
After Espy McClintock d. in 1880, his widow 
became Mrs. May of Atlanta, Ga. 

XXIV. ANNA Esc>Y, daughter of George and Polly 
Patterson Espy was b. in 1790 and d. July 16, 1864, at 
the home of her daughter in Michigan. She m. her 
cousin Dr. Josiah Espy Stevenson of Kittanning, Pa., in 
1815. She was an educated and earnest woman and 
gave public lectures on the subject of temperance and 
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woman's wrongs, all her early married life. She also 
wrote for the papers. She was a devout member of the 
Methodist church after her conversion in 1844. Dr. 
Stevenson, son of Joseph and Mary Espy Stevenson, was 
b. at Strawsburg, Va., March 10, 1790. He studied 
medicine at the Philadelphia College, and was a surgeon 
at Fort Erie during the war of 1812, after which time 
he settled in Kittanning and had a large practice. Had 
issue: 

63. 1. Narcissa Youn_q, b. 1819; m. Rev. E. B. 
Griffin. 

11. Mary, b. 1826; m. 1852, Rev. McCarty; d. 
1883. 

111. Josiah, b. 1823; d. unmarried. 
l'l'. Leonora, b. 1827; m. Adrian Blanchard. 

XXV. JAMES EsPY, son of George and Polly Pat
terson Espy, was b. Feb. 19, 1798, and m. his cousin 
Nancy, (b. in Union Co. Pa., Sept. l, 1800; daughter of 
John and )iary Ann Allen Espy) April 27, 1820. They 
always lived at Espyville, where in his youth, James 
was a shot-maker and also carried on a farm. In his 
later years be was Post Master. Nancy Espy d. Nov. 
8, 1868. James Espy marched with bis father's com
pany to Fort Erie during the war of 1812 and d. Jan. 7, 
1872. Had issue: 

,. Arnanda Anu, b. May 9, 1821; m. James 
Allen and d. May 30, 1848. Children: ;Jfrs. 
Rosinia And1·eirs and JamPs: m. Sarah War
ing and have no children. 

11. Polly Ellen, b. March 13, 1823; m. James 
Boyd and d. Aug. 23, 1843. Had uo children. 

111. Ruth Elizabeth, b. Dec. 4, 1824; m. William 
Gee, d. in 1852 and left a son, James Bo,lfd GPl'. 

1v. Cynthia Jane, b. April 20, 1827; d. Feb. 16, 
1847. 

64. 11• Noury RebPrwt, b. March 17, 1829: m. Ezekiel 
Sankey. 
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George Stevenson, b. Jan. 9, 1831; d. April 5, 
1839. _,_ 
Sal'ah Matilda, b. May 20;, 1836; m. Alex
ander Espy. 
John Boyd, b. July 13, 1838; m. Esther Ann 
Collins. 

,.r. James Hal'rison, b. Oct. 30, 1840; d. prisoner 
of war at Andersonville, Ga., July, 8, 1864; 
unmarried. He was Orderly Serg't. Co., H., 
145 Pa., Vol. Iuft . 

. r,. Jfal'y Ellen., b. April 4, 1845; m. Charles 
Miller; lived and died at Meadville, Pa., 
leaving two daughters, 1. A,c;nes, married 
Lieutenant Kleft of the Artillery, U.S. A., 
2. Annette. 

XXVI. JoHN EsPY, son of George and Polly Pat
terson Espy, was b. in 1800; d. June 1, 1872. He m. 
Margaret Free in 1827; was a farmer at Espyville. His 
wifed. in 1890. Their children were: 

,. Rebecca, b. 1828, m. Thos. Russell, removed 
to Kansas; had children: 

11. JVm. Free, b. Jan. 3, 1835; m. Helen Waring, 
June 20, 1861. Wm. Espy lives on a farm 
at Espyville, is prosperous and highly re
spected and is a member of the Methodist 
church. His children are: 1. Harley J., 
2. 11frs. Olive E1cin,r;, 3. George S., 4. Fi'ctnl.-, 
5. Norn E., 6. Anna R., 7. Minnie. 

111. Jomes, b. 1837; m. Miss Collins, has children 
and lives at Ashtabula, 0. 

XX VII. CYNTHIA EsPY, eldest daughter of John 
and Mary Ann Allen Espy was b. in 1799; m. John 
Sankey of New Castle, Pa., May 21, 1821. They had 
issue: 

,. Jfary Ann, b. July 7, 1822; m. Mr. King and 
had one child, Mrs. E. ill. Fn1it of Mercer, 
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Pa., who was burned to death Aug. 27, 1889. 
64. 11. Ezekiel Harrison, b. Oct. 15, 1823; m. Nancy 

R. Espy. 
111. John Espy, b. June 11, 1827; m.--; has 

. " 1 W "//" 1~T 9 ,-, f 1 • 1 9 issue. . 1 1am ~ ., ~· 1..,y11 ,11u .r ., a. 

Ezekiel H., 4. Edn·ard, 5. King. 
ic. Nancy Jane, b. May 19, 1835; m. Mr. Young 

and lives at St. Charles, Madison County, 
Iowa. Children: 1. Cynthia, 2. Fra11!.·, 3. 
King, 4. Bettie, 5. Mattie, 6. Bla11chr. 

v. Ruth Allen, b. June 6, 1838; m. Mr. Coulter. 
Children: 1. Cynthia, 2. Emma L., 3 .. Mat
tie, 4. Joseph, 5. Boyd, 6. Thomas. Reside 
at Wilmington, Pa. 

v1. Emma R., b. June 6, 1844; m. Mr. McMillen: 
is now a widow, living at North Warren, Pa. 
Children: 1, Mrs. Mary Ridder, has Blaurlie 
and Freel, 2. Mrs. JP1mie M. Boughton, has 
1. Ethel, 2. Katheryn. 3. B1anr·he, a trained 
nurse at Trenton, N. J. 

XXVIII. SAMUEL ALLEN Espy, son of John and 
Mary Ann Allen Espy, was b. Nov. 12, 1803; m. Sarah 
McDonald, in 1830; d. in 1837. Their children were: 

1. John, b. 1831; moved west, entered the army 
in Co. D., 104 Ill. Vol. Inft. and cl. in Ten
nessee in 1863; unmarried. 

11. Mary Isahella, b. Jan. 25, 1833; m. Frank 
Reno, July 6, 1858 and have one living 
child, Jolin F'rancis, b. 1875, who is in lmsi
ness with his father at Erie, Pa. 

111. Erf'lin(t, b. Oct. 29, 1834; m. David Thomp
son. 

1r. JosPph Allen, b. July 9, 1836; m. Eugenia 
Reeves, June 17, 1866; served three years in 
the 61st. Regt. Pa.. Vols., during the Civil 
War. Has a drug store and is P. M., at. 
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Fairport, 0. Has issue: 1. Guilct, b. 1867, 
2. Prank Reno, b. 1868, 3. Chal'le8 A. b.1871, 
4. Eugenia, b. 1880. '· 

XXIX. JosEPH PATT:Jl:RSON STEVl!lNSON, son of 
Joseph and Mary Espy Stevenson, was b. May 19, 1792. 
He studied medicine and while he practiced his profes
sion he also lived on a farm. Hem. first, Rebecca Pat
terson, his cousin, Dec. 21. 1813. Her son, John Patter
s011, was b. Sept. 10, 1815, and shed. next day. Hem. 
second, Eliza Thom, in Meigs County, Ohio, June 15, 
1820. They removed to Denmark, Lee County, Iowa, in 
1838, where he d. May 21, 1858. Late in life be m. Miss 
Elizabeth Walker of Fort Madison, Iowa, who survived 
him. His children by Eliza Thom were: 

1. 8am11Pl Thom, b. Oct. 11, 1820; m. Theresa 
Guthrie, (who was b. Dec. 14, 1822), April 
26, 1842. He was a wealthy and prominent 
farmer of Lee County, Iowa. Removed to 
Oneida, Kansas, where he died. His children 
are: 1. Charles G., 2. Eliza Thom; m. N. 
M. _Fox, 3. Samu.Pl E. J.l{., 4. Nannie Espy, 
5. Hrldou, d. an infant. 

11. Geor.rr Espy, b. Dec. 8, 1822; d. Nov. 10, 1902, 
at Sebatha, Kans. He m. Julia A. Rice, 
March 20, 1844; was a highly respected farmer 
of Lee County, Iowa. Had issue: 1. Joseph 
Potterson. 2. Oeorge TYilliam. 

111. John Dins11w1·e, b. July 11, 1825; m. Celia A. 
Rice, Sept. 24, 1846. Died in Alma, Neb. 
Had issue: 1. Amanda Ellen, 2. Prof . 
.Jo11as Rice, Superintendent of Quincy, Ill., 
High School, 3. Eliza .T., 4. Julia A., 5. 
Clam D., 6. Lewis E., 7. John Dins11101·e, 8. 
Slumnan Ellsworth, 9. Clara Ella, 10. Nel
lie I., 11. 8twllit'J". 

,r. .Jo:·Nph Espy, b. Feb. 11, 1828; m. Emma C. 
Baum, May 5, 1849. He d. Jan. 3, 1901, at 



56 THE ESPY FAMILY IN AMERICA 

Fort Madi.son, Iowa, where the family still 
live. Had issue: 1. George Espy, b. 1851; 
d. 1860, 2. John Valliant, b. 1852; m. Laura 
Bush, Oct. 15, 1878 and had one child, Oreille 
Bush, b. April 7, 1880, 3. Era fV., b. 1854; 
m. W. S. Bruen in 1874 and had: 1. John 
Espy, b. 1877, 2. Mabel Ida, 3. Glenn X. 

XXX. JosIAH EsPY, eldest son of Thomas and 
Elizabeth Patterson Espy, was b. 1790; d. Sept. 22, 1843; 
m. his cousin, Margaret Mitchell, Oct. 29, 1814. This 
couple lived and died in Ohio and clung to "the faith of 
their fathers." Had issue: 

,. Thornas, b. Aug. 19, 1815; m. first Miss Pink
erton and had: 1. Bruce, who served during 
the Civil War in Co. F. 11th. Iowa Vol. Inft.; 
d. three years after the war from effect!'! of 
wounds; went with Sherman to the sea. 
Was a very fine young man; d. unmarried. 
2. Martha A., m. John P. McChesney, Nov. 
17, 1867; has a family and liveR at Middle
town, Iowa. 3. j_\J,..<;, .Llfa1:qarft Allen, Middle
town, lowa. 
Thomas Espy by second wife, Sarah Knox, 
had issue: 4. John, m. June, 1898, Iva 
Chamberlain; residence, Winfield, Iowa. 5. 
llfrs. Sarah Godfrey, 6. ~Mary AdalinP. 

u. .James, b. March 9, 1817; m. Magdalene 
Brown, Feb. 15, 1842; d. Jan. 24, 1879. Had 
issue: 1. James Brou:n, b. March 20, 184H; 
m. Lida D. Cisco, March 3, 1875. Merchant 
of Springfield, Ohio. Has no children. 2. 
David, b. June 16, 1848; d. unmarried. 8. 
James Walter, b. Oct. 12, 1859; m. Laura 
Green, May 19, 1881. Children: 1. Vern, 2. 
Reimer, 3. Lila. Is a coal merchant at 
Denver, Colo. 
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n1. David, b. Feb. 15, 1819; d. Aug, H, 1819. 
IV. Josiah, b. July 1, 1820; d. 1S64:, unmarried. 
r. William,, b. June 14, 1822; ·a.. Aug. 8, 1822. 

66. v1. Ifal'vey A., b. Oct. 9, 1823; m. Mary Ann 
Winter; 

I'll. John Young,- b'. Dec. 26, 1825; m. Uct. 1, 1861, 
Mary Sheller (b. March 5, 1885.) He d. at 
Rialto, Cal., Aug. 11, 1896. Had:' 1. Jennie 
Ethel, b. March 19, 1868; m. Silvio Antonio 
Jf:l,mes Ronzone, May 22, 1883 and had 
children: Silvio Espy, b. 1884:, Benjamin 
Fmncis, b. 1886, Ethel, b. 1889, Ronald An
tonio, b. 1891, Philip Espy, b. 1896, Margaret 
Theresa, b. Jan. 13, 1900. 2. Jessie Young, b. 
June 17, 1866; d. Aug. 12, 1866, 3. Mal'y 
E,lna, b. Nov. 6, 1868; now teaching in Pas
sadena, Cal., 4. Cora · Blanche, b. Aug. 18, 
1871; d. June 17, 1897, 5. Fmnces Anna, b. 
Jan. 11, 1874. 

c111. TVilliam, b. Feb. 1828; d. Oct. 28, 1867. 
,.r. Mathew JI., b. July 9, 1830; d. May 9, 1831. 
:r. Elizabeth Martha, b. Aug. 22, 1832; m. James 

R. Reed, Ang. 31, 1853; lives at Pana, Ill. 
.r1. GP01·,qe A., b. Oct. 1834; d. Aug. 1885 . 

. r11. Cali-in, b. Nov. 9, 1886; m: Jennie Mitchell, 
at Piqua, 0., May 25, 1858 and had children: 
1. Rei\ He1·be;·t P., United Presbyterian 
Church, of Redlands, Cal. 2. Luella T., 
3. Andrew Josiah; m. Julia Davis. Address, 
Tarkio, Mo. 

n 11. Isaar J.Ypl('fon, b. June 16, 1839; d. April 13, 
1862, in the Civil vVar; unmarried. 

XXXI. WILLIAM PATTERSON ESPY, son of Thomas 
and Elizabeth Patterson Espy, was b. Nov., 1792; d. Sept. 
17, 1869. He was m. April 2, 1818, to Elizabeth Johµ
son, who was born May 30, 1798; d. July 2, 1855. , They 



58 THE ESPY FAMILY IN AMERICA 

lived and died at Piqua, Ohio, and were members of the 
U. P. church. Had issue: 

1. Lucy Ann, b. June 18, 1819; d. March, 1829. 
11. Martha L., b. Dec. 4, 1820; d. Feb. 16, 1842; 

m. Charles Hawkins and had a daughter, 
now llfrs. Alf. JVinder, N. Y. City. 

-111. George J., b. July 24, 1824; m. --; has 
daughter at Wyandotte, Kansas. Is still 
living (1905). 

1v. Elizabeth, b. April 20, 1827; m. Mr. Crocker. 
1,. Thomas, b. April 5, 1830; d. Feb. 2, 1884; 

~nmanied. 
67. n. Wm. Patterson, b. Aug. 15, 1833; 111. Mary 

Zeech. 
vn. John Jacobs, b. Sept. 16, 1835; pensioner of 

Civil War. Residence, Rochester, 0. 
riii. Josiah 1lfitchell, (twin) b. Sept. 16, 1835; en

listed in 124th. Ind. Vol. Inft. Was a. priso
ner at Andersonville some months, and 
finally, on his way home, was drowned on 
board the "Sultana." Has a son E. E. Espy 
at Celina, Ohio. 

1.r. Sarah Steel, b. May 27, 1838; m. first, Dr. L. 
C. Finley; second, Wm. P. Lough. Has 
three children; residence, Richmond, Ind. 

:r. Matilda, b. Sept. 27. 1840; d. Oct. 9, 1854. 

XXXII. NANCY EsPY, daughter of Thomas and 
Elizabeth Patterson Espy, was b. in Warren County, 0., 
Nov. 25, 1798; m. John Morrow, son of Governor Jere
miah Morrow, March 24, 1822. Quoting from her obitu
ary notice: "She was a woman gifted by nature with a. 
good physical constitution, clear intellect, and sound 
judgment, and was a woman of more than usual force 
of character." She was a member of the Associate He
form Church and d. near the place of her birth, Jan. 5, 
1881. John Morrow d. Nov. 26, 1887, aged 87 years. 
Their children were: 
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1. Paulina, b. July 6, 1828; m. James Morton, 
Jan. 8, 1844; d. Jan. 26, 1845. No children. 

11. Dai:id 1llcDill; b. Oct. 291 I825; m. Elizabeth 
B. Mitchell. Died March 2, 1875. Had 
Florence and M iddie, both of whom d. un
married. Was a teacher and civil engineer; 
first superintendent of Eaton, 0., Union 
School; civil engineer ,in construction of 
R. R., from Richmond, Ind., to Hamilton, 
0., and after its completion, for many years 
was superintendent of the road; residence at 
Eaton, O.; cl. at Madison, Wis.; buried at 
Eaton. 

111. E/i:rnbeth, b. Dec. 18, 1827; living at Xenia, 
Ohio. 

,r. Jcl'emial, G., b. Feb., 1830; m. Sarah E. Pat
terson, (who d. May 24, 1905) July 27, 1859; 
d. of consumption, Oct. 1, 1871. He was a 
teacher, civil engineer and a soldier in the 
Civil war. Had children: 1 .. Mrs. Wm. G. 
Pattei·sou, 2. Anna B., 8 . .i.lfr1?. Joseph Pattel'
sou, 4. Janette, 5. John. Residence, Xenia, 
Ohio. 

r. .Mory, b. Sept. 16, 1832; m. Samuel S. Linn, 
Aug. 8, 1858; d. March, 1862; left daughter, 
now Jfi-8. Willard G; Tidd of Kansas. 

r1. William F., b. March, 1835; d. Dec. 9, 1881; 
m. Kate Rhine, May 17, 1860. Had issue: 
1. Dr. 1.Vl. Jf. of Springfield, 0., 2. Marco, 8. 
Prnr!, -4. f.,'nnna, 5. llfary. 

m. Thomas Espy, (twin) b. March 1835; farmer, 
lives in Oklahoma. 

r111. Josiah, b. Aug. 26, 1838; unmarried. Resi
dence at Lebanon,·O. G1taduated at Miami 
University, 1859; taught in High School 
Dept., Hamilton, Ohio, public schools; was 
the last law student in the office of Thomas 
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Corwin; studied law at the University of 
Michigan; was admitted to the bar in 1865; 
was for a short time engaged in editorial 
work; was County School Examiner for 
eleven years; and has served on the Board of 
Supervisors of Elections; has deliYered many 
educational and literary lectures; author of 
the "Centennial Historical Sketch of Warren 
County," 1876; "History of Warren County," 
1882; "Memoir of Durbin Ward,'' 1888; "Life 
of Thomas Corwin," 1896; "Centennial 
Sketch of Lebanon, 1903, etc. 

i.r. Geo/'ge Espy, b. Oct. 19. 1840; m. Sarah M. 
Gifford, .April 11, 1867. Received an 
Academical education; member of Co. C., 
2nd. 0. Vol. Inft., wounded at Perryville, 
Ky.; Division P. M. in the army; graduated 
in Law Dept. University of Michigan; asso
ciate editor Western Rural, at Detroit and 
Chicago; editor of Western Farmer, Madison, 
Wis.; Prof. of practical agriculture at Ames, 
Iowa, 1876, and had the same chair in Illi
nois State University from 1877 to 1894; 
President of Oklahoma A. and M. College 
from 1895 till his death in 1903; had visited 
Europe twice; was well known as a Farmers' 
Institute lecturer and agricultural writer 
and a high authority on farm animals. Had 
issue: 1. Minnie, 2. Cf are11ce, a soldier in 
the Spanish-American War from Oklahoma, 
8. Geo,:qe .J., 4. Gmte E., Residence, Pax
ton, Ill. 

XXXIII. THOMAS EsPY, son of Thomas and Eliza
beth Patterson Espy, was b. 1802; d. 1874. He was a 
pioneer farmer of Champaign County, Ohio; was a rul
ing elder in the Associate Reformed Church. He rn. 
first, Susan Morton and their children were: 
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1. Jllary Jane; unmarried. Residence, Rose
wood, 0. 

ii. Thos. Chalmers; d. at Pana, 111., UIJ.inattied. 
Thomas Espy m. secondly, Mrs. Chas. Hart, Sept 2, 

1836. They had issue: 
111. Dacid Henry, b. July 13, 1887; m. Rebecca 

Kesensger; was a member of Co. G. 66th. 0. 
Vol. Inft.; wounded at Cedar Mountain; d. 
at Alexandria, Sept. 9, 1862. Left a son, 
Charles H. b. March 1861; m. Mary Wilson, 
Dec. 30, 1883, and has a family residing in 
Rosewood, 0. 

XXXIV. JAMES EsPY, son of Thomas and Eliza
beth Patterson Espy, was b. 1803; m. Eliza Sifes 
in 1827; d. in 1855 while on the way to Decorah, Iowa. 

Had issue: 
1. Thomas ll,[., b. 1828; m. Adah -- and d. at 

St. Joseph, Mo., 1863. Left daughters: Kate, 
a concert singer of note, is m. and lives in 
New York City, but has no children. Em111a, 
m. ~\Jason Gregg, grain merchant, Kansas 
City, Mo.; has 0ne child, Adah. 

11. Jfr;;. 8. A. Gates, b. 1829. 
111. Rolm·f, b. 1831; residence, Riley, Oklahoma; 

unmarried. 
II'. He11ry, b. 1834; residence, Riley, Oklahoma: 

m. Has sous, Earnest and lValter. 
c. AdPli1ie, b, 1836. 

l'I. JlilliP, b. 1840. 
(11. Willimn, b. 1850; m. -; has spent all his life 

on the extreme frontier and is now keeping 
a general store and post-office at Riley, Okla. 
Had issue: 1. Robert, b. 1885; a remarkably 
bright, healthy and handsome boy d. aged 
13 years, 2. William, b. 1887, 3. Dennis F. 

XXXV. GEORGE M. ERPY, youngest child of Thomas 
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and Elizabeth Patterson Espy, was b. July 12, 1812; m. 
and was left a widower with one daughter; m. second, Mrs. 
Lucinda N. Parvin, a cousin once removed, March 5, 
1860; d. Nov. 8, 1888, leaving a widow, residence, Del
phos, Ohio, and three children: 

i. Minnie, m. 
ii. Frank. 

iii. BPrt. 
XXXVI. MARTHA MITCHELL SIMPSON, daughter of 

Joseph and Ann Espy Simpson, was b. 1803; 111. J. A. 
Burr Caldwell, Jan. 22, 1822. Had issue: six children 
d. in infancy and youth, and: 

1. Heni·y L., was member Co. E, 154th. Tenn. 
Vols. C. S. A.; d. unmarried. 

11. James Robert, is a widower, Brownwood, 
Brown Co., Tex.; has three sons. 

111. George Espy, m. Josephine Love, Nov. 12, 
1878; was member of Co. D, 154th. Tenn. Vols. 
C. S. A.; was wounded at Peach Tree 
Creek, Ga. Had children: 1. Hr. Burr, b. 
Aug. 23, 1874; d. 1880; 2. Rubert Loci', b. 
June 2, 1877: is a druggist at l\lorganfield, 
Kentucky. 

XXXVII. JAMES WILKINSON SIMPSON, son of Joseph 
and Ann Espy Simpson, was b. Dec. 20, 1804; educated 
at Transylvania University; studied medicine: had in 
youth the companionship of his uncle, Prof. Espy, who 
lived at the home of Mrs. Simpson during bis college 
days. James W. Simpson m. in Montgomery Co., Ky., 
Emma Hathaway and settled in tvlenard Co., Ill., as a 
pioneer; d. in 1862. Had issue: 

,. Jonathan Hatlw1ray, who enlisted in the 
Mexican war, but d. while crossing the Gulf; 
unmarried. 

11. .Toseph Ei:ipy; m. Helen ·wmiams and liYef: 
at Ottawa, Kans. Havt> children. 
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111. Catherine Ann; m. James W. Judy who was 
a Col. of Ill. Regt. in the Civil war. Had: 
1. W. Scott; d. agedJ0, unmarried; 2. Chas. 
C.; m. Miss Jessie Skyles. 

11,. Julia Elizabeth; m. John T .. Bush and had: 
1. D,·. Frank T. Bush, Quincy, UL, 2., Gert
rnde Bush. 

1·. ,.lf a ry C.; m., has children in Tallula, Ill. 
VI. James t B th d · c· •1· · d 

1,ii. Philip f o . m 1vi war; unmarne . 
Dr. Simpson m. second wife and had two sons. 

XXXVIII. CAROLINE SIMPSON, daughter of Joseph 
and Ann Espy Simpson, was b. Oct~ 1, 1806; m. Wm. 
McGowan in Mt. Sterling, Ky. Had issue: 

i. Joseph TVm.; m.; d. Nov. 1896; left no 
children. 

·11. .James Espy, m.; d.; left four children. 
111. Jolin; m. Lucy McCarroll; d. at Louisville, 

Ky., in 1881. Their children were: 1. 
Gmeme, 2. Lucy, 3. Jessie, 4. Anne, 5. Carrie, 
6. Jlrrl'y, 7. Joint, Denver, Colo.; 8. Eliza, 9. 
W111. Residence, Cresent Hill and Louis
ville, Ky. 

1c. Anne .Mary, b. March 21, 1838; m. April 19, 
1853, A. C. :Mayes, a merchant of Princeton, 
Ky., where they still live. Had: Hugh, b. 
1864; m. Ella Allen,(daughter of Capt. Allen, 
Mexico, Mo.) in 1889. 

XXXIX. HENRY PATRICK EsPY, son of Josiah and 
:Maria Murdock Espy, was b. in 1814; m. in 1854 at 
Urbana, 0., Lucinda Crain. He has been a banker in 
Urbana for many years. Had children: 

,. C1lara Louise, b. 1855; m. E. P. Thayer; has 
children. Residence, Urbana, 0. 

11. Josiah Henry, b. 1857; d. 1880; unmarried. 
111. Fior1'11rP Jfaril/, b. 1859; m. Henry T. Stan-
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ton. Have children: 1. E.c;_JJ//, 2. Philip 
T., .3. ,1Ia1:iuriP. Live at Grand Rapids, Mich. 

XL. LouvINIA EsPY, daughter of Josiah and Maria 
Murdock Espy, was b. 1818; m. in 1839, James T. More
head, afterwards Governor of Kentucky and U. 8. 
Senator from that state. He d. at hi~ home in Coving
ton in 1855, leaYing four young sons. 1\Irs. JHm·ehead 
was a woman of rare intelligence and great liternry 
ability. Shed. July 15, 1900, at her home in ·washing-
ton, D. C. She had two children d. in infancy and 

1. Josial1 Esp!J, b. 1840; d. unmarried 1880: 
was for many years cashier of the Ohio \'nJ
ley National Bank of Cincinnati, Ohio. 

11. Frank, b. 1846. 
111. Ill/rry B., b. April H, 1847; 111. Feb. 10, 187G, 

Margaret C. Montfort, daughter of Hel'. 
Joseph Montfort: had no children. 
Mr. Morehead was a pL'ominent hu:-1inesR 
man of Cincinnati, Oilio. where he d. }fareh 
26, 1899. 

1r. Albert, b. 1848. 

XLI. ELLEN GRAHA,1-I ESPY. danghterof ~Tosi::11t nnd 
Maria Murdock Espy, was b. in 18:2~: 111. r;r::;t, ,Tames C. 
McCoy, who was chief-of-staff to General 8henrnw, and 
served from Paducah in 1861, till the close of the Civil 
War, and did not miss an engagement: d. :May 30, 1875, 
in New York Harbor, while returning from servi(·e in 
Florida. Had issue: 

1. 1lfary Jru1P, 111. D. Pn1Jt Wri!2·ht anrl has 
ElNIJI(//' L\:jl_l/, b. 188G. 

/1. Fl'a11k C., 111. and has: 1. ll1ii'I if'(, :!. Jr11;!('.'.·, 

3. Jlorr1so11. 
111. Rohed W .. rn. Ch::1,rlotte \Yi.".0 aIJd has: 

Jlfartlirt. 
,r. J((/lle.,· I:\p_11, m. dam.:hter of Genen-t1 ,fohn 

Gibbon, 11nd v,ac, Fir."t Lent. on hi," ~hit. 
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They are both dead and left: 1. Frances, 
J1., 2 . .John Gibbon. 

,,_ Abram, single. Residence, 1030 17th. St. 
N. W., Washington, D. C. 

Mrs. McCoy m. secondly, Judge Bartley. 

XLII. ELIZA EsPY, daughter of Hugh and Sarah 
Bartholomew Espy, was b. Feb. 11, 1817; m. James Nor
ris, Dec. 1, 1839; had one son. 

i. Ja1J1es Xe1cto11, who served through the Civil 
vVar; m. and had children. 

Shem. secondly, Merritt Scott Alloway, Nov. 15, 
1849; a very successful farmer of Shelby County, Ken
tucky, who d. April 14, 1894. They had: 

11. El!eJ1, m. Hall Ash, Long Run, Kentucky, 
and has firn children. 

XLIH. C+EoRGE XEWPORT EsPY, son of Hugh and 
Sarah Bartholomew Espy, was b. Nov. 10, 1819; m. Han
nah Smith. Had issue: 

;, TT'l!lia/)/ H11fJh, b. May 7, 1842. 
ii. -~(01·1 1 11 L1

u11ite, b. Oct. 29, 1844; m. William 
C. Wilkinson, Chester, Ill., in 1865; had: 1. 
ErlJa!', '2. Ecl'l'dta, 3. .Mrttie Eunice, 3. Jd<1 
.;J., 4:. 8!f'lla Espy, d. unmarried, 5. Blanche. 

,;1. ,h/111 JI., b. Feb. 12, 1847. Living at Ham
ilton, Ill.; unmarried. 

Ueol'ge ::-: . Espy m. second wife and removed to 
lhrncock Connty, Ill., where he conducted a general 
store and post-oflice at Espyville, 10 miles east of Keo
Jrnk, Iowa. Siuee his death, Jn,n. 3, 1864, the post-office 
lrn,, lieeu discontinued. Hr.d issue: 

0f'urye, b. ~fay 7, 1854; m.: residence, Louis
\}ile, Ky. 

r. Jfr:,. E111il11 A. Wan·c>ll, b. Feb. 19. 1856. 
rt. Jlrs. E!f:1 Wru·1·el1, b. Dec. 18, 185S. 

r 11. LI i::(f, b. Sept. 23, 1S60. 
I'll/. w: 1!ir1m, h. l\OV. 10, Jfio3. Louisville, Ky. 
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XLIV. DAVID EMANUEL EsPY, son of Hugh and 
Sarah Bartholomew Espy, was b. Feb. 18, 1824; m. Mary 
Shields, Nov. 23, 1848. Only two of his large family are 
living: 

i. Mts. Emily J. Melton, l Metropolis, Ill. 
ii. llfrs. Oletha Grare, \ 

XLV. SARAH JANE EsPY, daughter of Hugh and 
Sarah Bartholomew Espy, was b. Sept. 9, 1826; m. Curtis 
McClintock, Dec. 21, 1848. Have four daughters and 
one son, living at Jeffersonville, Ind. 

XLVII. FRANCIS R. MITCHELL, son of James and 
Martha Espy Mitchell, was b. May 27, 1818; m. Louise 
Wright in 1840, who died at the birth of a daughter. 

-i. Louisa, now Mrs. Glass, Broken Bow, Neb. 
Francis R. Mitchell married secondly, Miss Seaman 

and had: 

ii. 1lfrs. Shephard. 
Francis R. Mitchell was a doctor a.nd he and his 

second wife died of yellow fever in New Orleans in 1855. 

XL VIII. SAMUEL KYLE MITCHELL, youngest child 
of James and Martha Espy Mitchell, was b. Jan. 20, 
1822; m. Elizabeth -- Nov. 29, 1842; was a lumber 
dealer of Cedarville, 0. He d. Feb., 1904. Had issue: 

i. James Josiah, b. Jan. 11, 1844; m. in 1874; 
and bas one son. 

11. Anna, b. Sept. 21, 1845; m. Rev. W. H. 
French, a U. P. minister, April 15, 1870. 
They have a daughter b. 1876. Residence, 
California. 

111. Wm. ill., b. Oct. 27, 1850; m. Ella Slrnmron, 
Jan. 17, 1881. Has four daughters and one 
son, Cedarville, Ohio. 

XLIX. MARY KEENE EsPY, eldest child of Da'i'id 
and Dorcas Keene Espy, m. John ,v-estcott of Elizabeth
town, N. J. He was a shoe dea.ler of Cincinnati. 0. 
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They had five children die in infancy and, 
i. .,Jfarcus Aurelius, who m. · Pauline, daughter 

of Dr. B. F. Seabury, Charleston, Mass.· H1id 
children: 1. ]fary Pauline; -m. John Bell
inger, of Charleston, S. ·C., who had .Mary P., 
RobPrta A., John R. and Jm11es Espy, all of 
iv1arlin, Texas. 
2. Tratffr 8., Brownwood, Texas, 3. Jfarcus 
A., Houston, Texas, 4. Minnie Espy. 

11. Jli11Prrn Eliz((, m. Robert F. Alexander and 
lives in San Antonio, Texas. 

111. .fulw JJ., m. Mary Edgar; both died; have 
two grand-children, Fo1111ie Espy Wortha111 
and Horl11ey K. TTrorthr11J1, living at Galves
ton, Texas. 

1,·. T/iirza Lori/lia, El Pa.so, Texas; unmarried. 

L. ESPY LYON ANDERSON, second son of Dr. John 
Anderson and Mary Espy, was b. March 28, 1810; d. 
May 12, 1866. Hem. Feb. 26, 1835, Louisa H. Watson, 
,vho was b. May 18, 1817; d. Oct. 3, 1884. They had 
issue: 

1. John, h. Aug. 2, 1837. Residence, Bedford, Pa. 
ii. Jlf~/. Jf-rilli",u Trratsou, b. Jt1ly 29, 1839; d. 

Jan. 17, 1856. 
111. J,11;,e.-; Ro.~s, b. Sept. 14, 1841; d.Jan.19, 1873. 
11·. Uenl'.rJI' Espy, b. Oct. 30, 1843; d. April 30, 

1885. He ni. Rebecca Johnson, June 3, 
1;")6~l and had children: 1. llfal'y Espy, 2. 
f,',;jl.'/ L.'1011, 8. Tho111os Johnson, 4. Louise. 

r. Jfol'.'f E\:p!f, b. July 17, 1846; d. Feb. 29, 1890; 
111. M. E. Middleton and had children: 1. 
Lil1ift11, 2. J-i,'dll'ill. 

n. Elizr1 Hrrd....-011, b. 1848; rn. Irwin Beatty. 
!'11. Lo11i.<w Hr11'J'isn11, b . .June 24, 1850; m. W. 0. 

Hickock. 
c, 1,. Ed1r11rrl Hfl!'ri,w11, b. April 15, 1855: d. Feb-

1:··).~H. 
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LI. THOMAS EsPY, son of William and Elizabeth 
Nisbet Espy, b. Aug. 9, 1801; was a Presbyterian minis
ter; went to North Carolina where he m. Harriet 
Newell and had a daughter: 

1. Harl'iet Neu·ell; m. Gov. Zebulon B. Vance of 
North Carolina and d. at Raleigh, in 1878, 
aged 46 years. Had issue: 1. Darid, m. 
He and his wife are both dead but left two 
daughters: Espy and Ruf!,, 2. Clwl'les, 
of Washington, D. C. 3. Tlto111as, of Olympia, 
Washington, he was the first Governor of 
that State. 4. Lieut. ZPbnlon B., U. S. A. 

Rev. Thomas Espy d. in Sailsbury, N. C. 
LII. RoBERT HAMILTON EsPY, son of William and 

Elizabeth Nisbet Espy, was b. March 8, 1805; m. Mary 
Ann Bell, who was b. May 8, 1808. He removed to Jones 
County, Iowa, as a pioneer and d. there Dec. 29, 1875. 
Had issue: 

1. 1Villiam Nit1bet, b. Feb. 24, 1827; m. and has: 
1. Mrs. Fl'(tuk Srott, Charleroi, Pa .. , :2. Fnliil.·, 
3. Robert, West Middlesex, Pa. 

11. Elizabeth J., b. May 15, 1829; m. ;'.lr. Sanford. 
111. Mary L., b. Feb. 15, 1833: m. Mr. Stutevant; 

d. 1890, at Scotch Grove, Iowa. Left children. 
1r. Henrietta, b. April 20, 1838; m. Mr. Suther

land. 
u. James Stecenson, b. June 30, 1840; m. June 30, 

1865, Elizabeth Smith and had: 1. .1.\'0!'1111111 

Ross, b. Feb. 14, 1867, 2. Robert H., b. Sept. 
7, 1869; m. Anna M. Fallstrom, M:ay 3, 1S92; 
has a son, Robert, 3. Sybil; m. \1Villiam 
Nelson, March 10, 1897, 4. Anna Lr111ra: 111. 

March 10, 1897, Joseph M. Eby. 
m. Martha, (twin) b. June 30, 1840; d. 1S43. 

r11. Caroli!le, b. Sept. 30, 1842; m. Mr. Sutherland. 
rn1. Robert .T., b. Oct. 21, 1844: was in Co. D. 

9th., Regt. Iowa, Vol. Inft. in the CiYil 
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War; m. Mary Carey and has one child, 
Blrmrhe, wife of David_ A. Chenoweth, 
Indianapolis, Ind. 

1.r. Amanda, b. Oct. 20, 1849; m. D. Sutherland; 
d. at Manning, Iowa, in '1882. 

LIU. JoHN EsPY, son of William and Elizabeth 
Nisbet Espy, was b. March 2, 1811; m. J'ane Anderson, 
March 22, 1817. Soon after the birth of their only child, 

,. Thomas, b. May 12, 1837; they removed to 
Ohio and Mr. Espy built the first steam flour 
mill in Kenton, Hardin County, where he d. 
in 1878. His wife still lives. Thomas, the 
son, wa.s admitted to the bar in 1862, but 
never practiced, preferring to assist his 
father in his varied business enterprises, in 
which he was eminently successful. He m. 
:Miss Sallie Johnson in 1870. Thomas Espy 
laid out and named the town of Espyville, 
Ohio, uear Kenton; was one of the lea.ding 
men of Kenton for many years. He d. sud
denly March 31, 1905. His children were: 
1. Auna L((uJ'a, teaching in Springfield, 
Mass., 2. Frnnk, 3. Jesse. The family live 
at No. 303 Espy St., Kenton, 0. 

LIV. RoBERT HAMILTON EsPY, son of Robert H. 
and Elizabeth Carson Espy, was b. Feb. 10, 1826; went 
to California in the early days and is a prominent man 
on the Paciflc coast. Residence, Oysterville, Washing
ton. Hem. iu Oregon, Aug. 7, 1870, Julia A. Jefferson 
and had: · 

1. Jom b. May 28, 1872; m. A. King Wilson, 
Ang. 7, 1895. 

11. Robert Ha/!lilton Ed1card, b. Jan. 8. 1875, at
torney-at-law, Room 6, 4th floor, Mills Bldg., 
San Francisco, Cal. 

111. Harry A., b. Nov. 5, 1876; rn. Helen M. 
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Richardson, March 24, 1897, Oakland, Cal. 
w. Susie Jlay, b. May 2, 1878. 
r. Thomas JV., b. Nov. 27, 1883. 

rI. Cecil .T., b. Nov. 28, 1887. 
r 11. Lol'J"a, b. June 19, 1889. . 

LV. THOMAS EsPY, son of James and Jane Fife 
Espy, was b. Nov. 23, 1807; m. Elizabeth Hickman, Feb. 
26, 1830; lived on a farm and also operated a saw-mill, 
in Upper St. Clair, Pa.; was Capt. of St. Clair Guards: 
went into the Civil War as Capt. of Co. H., 62nd. Regt. 
Pa. Vol. Inft.; was in the fight before Richmond and 
during the retreat was wounded mortally near Gains 
Hill, where he d. July 6, 1862, and lies in an unknown 
grave. His wife d. Sept. 15, 1896. Their children are: 

1. .Jane, b. Feb. 20, 1833; m. David C. Bower, 
1853. 

11. Abigail, b. Dec. 13, 1834: m. James Hultz, 
March 24, 1859. 

u1. Jfary A., b. May 22, 1838: still liying at the 
old home. 

1r. Elizabeth, b. Aug. 18, 1840; 111. J. D. Sanders. 
r. Sarah, b. Aug. 18, 1844; 111. J. F. Philips, 

Dec. 25, 1872. 
o. JamP.'I, b. May 29, 1847: d. June 26, 1883: 

unmarried. 
r11. 811srm, b. Sept. 23, 1849: 111. A. S. Miller, in 

1890. 

LVI. JAMES EsPY, son of James and Jane Fife 
Espy, was b. July 23, 1815; m. Susan Sill. Since the 
death of her husband, Mrs. Espy resides in Canons
burg, ·Pa. They had issue: 

1. Eliza J., 111. Moses HielnrnttJ. 
11. JessP S., m. Agnes Woods and had: 1. Jfrs. 

Ho1rnnl HPl'J'iott, 2 . .rl.d(f, .'J . .lr1111Ps J., 4. 
Corrie. 

111. A 1111(1 Eu111u1, m. Joseph E. McCabe. 



THE ESPY FAMILY IN AMERICA 71 

iv. James T., m. Millie Jones; had issue: 1. 
James C., 2. Walte1· R., 3. Margaret, whom. 
~rshall B. Craigb,e~d, Qa,m:,;onsburg, Pa.. 

v. Laura; m. ·James Q. Bfi'bo-qt;,'has one child. 
L VII. PHOEBE EsPY, dallghter of Patterson and 

Mercy Freeman Espy, was b. Jan. 18, 1811; m. March 15, 
1882, Joseph Free Patton, whose ancestors were early 
settlers in Lancaster County, Pa. They were devout 
members of the U. P. Church. Mr. Patton was an in
fluential and prosperous resident of Hartstown, Pa., 
where he died Feb. 22, 1890; his wife preceding him 
Feb. l, 1890. They had the following children: 

i. llfal'y, b. 1884; d. Dec. 14, 1892; m. James 
Baird, and had: 1. Airs. Fannie Patterson, 
2. Dr. Joseph Free, 3. Bertha. 

11. Darid, b. Feb. 15, 1886; m. Mary J. Allen, 
Sept. 21, 1859. Residence, Georgetown, 
Colo. Children: 1. Knud, b. Dec. 22, 1868; 
m. Alice B. Blackburn. Is a lawyer and 
journalist. 2. Grace Espy, b. Oct. 5, 1866; 
m. Maj. W. H. Cowles, U. S. A. She was 
Prof. of English and Sociology at Colo. State 
Agricultural College at Ft. Collins, 1885-
1897. Elected State Superintendent of 
Public Instruction of Colo. 1897. She was 
a very brilliant lecturer and writer. Died 
at Fort Assiniboine, Montana, July 22, 1904. 
She left no children. 3. Dr. Jessie Patton, 
b. July 22, 1869; 4 . .llfary Louise, (Polly) b. 
1885. 

1;1. Thomas, b. 1838; m. Elizabeth McMasters; 
served through the Civil war. Has no 
children. 

1r . .lvfercy A., b. 1841; m. James Finley of 
Fayette county, Pa. 

I'. Joseph Free, b. 1843; m. Nannie McMasters 
and has: Clark, 8cott, Elizabeth and 
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Katherine. 
ci. George, b. June 11, 1849; m. Mary Bean; 

residence, Oberlin, Kansas. Has two mar
ried daughters. 

rii. Mal'ia, b. 1851; m. Rev. W. J. NeYin of the 
U. P. church and has a large family. 

riii. Phoebe Ella, b. 1853; m. W. F. Tunison; 
residence, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

LVIII. MARIA EsPY, daughter of Patterson and 
Mercy Freeman Espy, was b. Feb. 24, 1812; became the 
second wife of John Dickey, Aug. 2, 1838; d. Jnly 13, 
1887. Mr. Dickey was a highly respected farmer of 
Crawford county, Pa. Their childree were: 

1. Rosina A., b. March 26, 1840; m. Joseph C. 
Martin Oct. 12, 1864, and had: 1. R(/l11/i, o!. 
Dan, 3 . .JoP, m. Rose Clark; 4. Bw1d. 

11. ,..Yathaniel Wi!s011, b. July 15, 1842; m. ~lary 
A. Elliott, and bad: 1. La 111011t E., :2. O ,·ar·e 
C., 8. Joseph E., m. Tresa Palmanter, 4. L1111 

Tina, 5. Fm11k £,-;py, l>. Jli1111ie A. 
111. Patterson, (twin) b. Jan. 18, 1854; unmarried. 
,r. Mercy, b. Jan. 18, 1854; m. George Gibson of 

Danville, Iowa, May 2, 1871, and had: 1. 
A .. orral L., 2. Zoie, 3. Cl(/f<ml Dil'key. 

c. Ol'lando. C., b. June 15, 1853: m. Kate 
McKay, 1889. 

v1. Rachel, b. Oct. 12, 1847: m. Nonal Lewis, 
Dec. 12, 1877, and d. in Beatrice, Neb., Kov. 
30, 1882. 

LIX. THOMAS STEVENSON EsPY, son of Patterson 
and Mercy Freeman Espy, was b. March 26, 1814; edu
cated at Gambel's Academy, Jamestown, Pa., and 
Roberts' Select Schuol, Andover, O.; studied law with, and 
afterwards became a partner of, Judge Alexander 
McCalmont, Franklin, Pa.; came to Fort Madison, lovva, 
in 1844, where he practiced his profession; operated a 
flour mill, distillery a.nd foundry: failed in hu:,:iness iu 
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1858. In 1863, he removed to St. Louis, Mo., and be
came one of the foremost lawyers of the city, but fail
ing health ca used him to return to Fort Madison in 1881. 
He was school director of Madison Township, 1846-56; 
State Senator 1848-52; was appointed General of the 
State Militia in 1851. He was always a busy and in
fluential man and d. honored by all that knew him, Dec. 
24, 1895. Hem. at Meadville, Pa. May 12, 1840, Mary 
Ann McBride. Had issue: 

1. Elizab(,th, JJrCalmonf, b. Feb. 22, 1841; m. 
Jmleph A. Nunn, April 18, 1866; d. April 
1903; had ten children: 1. John Espy, b. 
April 7, 1867; unmarried, 2. Ralph Ale.mn
rl<'I', b. Feb. 10, 1869; unmarried, 8. 1.l{a1·y 
L11ellr1, b. April 5, 1871; unmarried, 4. Emma 
JuKeplii11P, b. Feb. 24, 1873; m. Edward Whit
comb, 6. Tho111as, h. Feb. 24, 1875; m: Lena 
Inkmann, 6. Jlary E!izabPth, b. Feb. 7, 1877: 
m. Bert Sater, .Joseph A., Jr., b. Sept. 19, 
1878: unmarried, 8. GP01·giaua Edgell, b. 
Sept. 17, 1880: m. Ralph K. Davis, 9. 1lfary 
Lo11hw, b. Aug. 2, 1882, 10. Lo11ill, b. May 30, 
1885: unmarried. 

11. {;p1)/'l;irnw, b. May 24, 1842; d. Oct. 26, 1854. 
111. Jr11111,.-; B., b. Dec. 16, 1843; cl. July 11, 18S7; 

unmarried. 
1c. Tfio11ws E111111rff, b. April 1, 1846; unmarried. 
r. Wi!lium Gr'Ol'.rJP, b. Jan. 8, 1857; m. Augusta 

Brooks, April 18, 1885. Residence, St. Louis, 
Mo., ,vhere Mr. Espy is bookkeeper for the 
Hoyt Met.al Co. Ha.s children: 1. William 
E,u{.~, '!. Tho1110.~, 8. Cf a /'Pllr'P, 4-. A lhel'f, 6. 
H11tl1. 

LX. PA..\IELA EsPY, daughter of Patterson and 
Mercy Freeman Espy, was b. July 8, 1820: m. first, Wil
liam P. Bennett and had one son: 

1. W.:l1i111J, Pni'iJ, .Jr., who m. Noreena Arm-
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strong, (descendant of Brigadier General 
Hankinson of the Revolution); had: Cora 
Bennett. 

Mrs. Bennett m. secondly, William Allen and had: 
i. Nancy Jane. 

ii. George, m.; has one son. 
Hi. Patterson, b. April 11, 1857; m. and has three 

daughters. 
1v. Barlow Espy; m. and has no children. 
v. Mercy, m. Benjamin Hollister, grandson of 

Nancy Espy Bennett; has three children: 
Late in life Mrs. Allen m. David Fry, who d. in 1890. 

She d. at Fairfield, Iowa, March 18, 1901. Mrs. Fry 
taught school in youth and during both periods of 
widowhood. 

LXI. ALEXANDER CLARKSON EsPY, son of Patterson 
and Mercy Freeman Espy, was b. March 27, 1824; m. his 
cousin, Sarah Matilda Espy, Dec. 24, 1856. He lived and 
d. on the old farm at Espyville, March 27, 1893. His 
children were: 

,. Rosina A., b. Oct. 22, 1857; m. Feb. 26, 1878, 
Charles Mordoff of Minnesota. Had one 
son, Charles EspJf, b. Dec. 14, 1883. Mr. 
Mordoff d. 1905. 

ii. Loemrna, b. July 7, 1859; m. Albert W. Col
lins, Feb. 12, 1880. Had children: 1. Earl 
Espy, b. 1882, 2. Espy Clar/.,'.son, b. 1889, 3. 
George Ale.rander, b. 1894. Residence, Espy
ville, Pa. 

111. Georgiana, b. May 6, 1866; m. John H. 
McDonald, June 13, 1889; d. Sept. 12, 1895, 
and left children: 1. Alice Espy, 2. Sarah. 

1v. Clarkson Freeman, b. April 22, 1868; un
married. 

c. Ella B., b. Nov. 6, 1870; m. Henry C. Clark, 
Aug. 12, 1895. Have children: 1. Ed1rrml 
Espy, 2. Georgiana. 
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v1. Ale.rander Ro11, b. April 21, 1874; unmarried. 
LXII. STEPHEN BARLOW Espy., son of Patterson 

and Mercy Freeman Espy, was b. June 8, 1827, educated 
at Franklin Pennsylvania Academy, came to Fort Madi
son, Iowa, with his uncle, Dr. Geo. R. Espy, in 1846, and 
was bookkeeper for his brother Thomas for two years; 
m. Rebecca Caroline, daughter of Judge Jacob Cutler, 
Sept. 11, 1848. Mr. Espy was for som.e years a merchant 
in Foet Madison, and was conducting a store in Shelby
ville, Ill., at the breaking out of the Civil war. He 
went to the front as Captain of Co. G, 115th Illinois Vol. 
I nft. and was killed Sept, 20, 1863. Quoting from the 
New York Tribune, Oct. 23, 1863: ·'Capt. Espy, as
sistant commissary on Gen. Whitaker's staff, was a very 
lion that day. He was advised to remain with his 
trains: but too noble spirited for that he remained on 
th<t field, fearless of danger, doing wonders in cheering 
and rallying the men under the destructive fire of the 
enemy. He is one of Illinois' noble sons, and his loss is 
severely felt." His children were: 

1. Tu111a, b. June 11, 1849; m. Col. Joseph 
Blacker Morrison, May 3, 1868. Mr. Mor
rison served with distinction through the 
Civil wal'; he enlisted as a private in Co. D, 
7th. Iowa Vol. lnft. and at the siege of 
Atlanta, was serving on the staff of Gen. E. 
,v. Rice, commander of the 1st. Brigade, 
2nd. Division, 15th. Army Corps. He was 
.Pl'esident of the Monison Mfg. Co. at the 
time of his death, Dec. 28, 1904. Quoting 
from the Fort Madison Democrat: "By the 
death of Col. Monison, Fort Madison is de
prived of one of its most prominent and re
spected citizens, he having for many years 
ueen I:!- leader in business, social and church 
lines. The loss to the community is great. 
In his family relations Ml'. Morrison was as 
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-near perfect as it is given to man to be, 
and the blow of his sudden death falls with 
crushing force upon his devoted wife and 
loving children. The hearts of the people 
of Fort Madison go out to them in their 
great sorrow.'' Mr. Morrison was a Re
publican in politics, a Catholic in religion. 
Had issuf!l: 1. Vincent Espy, b. 1869; 
graduated at Notre Dame Univergity 1889; 
is president Morrison Mfg. Co. and un
married. 2. lVm. Ii-erson, b.1871; graduated 
at Notre Dame University 1890; m. Lilian 
Mac Henry, Dec. 29, 1898; she d. Jan. 10, 
1903. Had no children. Wm. I. is Sec'y. 
and Treas. of Morrison Mfg. Co. 3. J1/al'ie 
Generiece, b. 1873; m. W. G. Smith, Chicago. 
4. ~Mabel .Josephine, b. 1875; n1. Ro~rt N. 
Johnson, a lawyer of Fort Madison, Iowa. 
Had issue: Joseph Jfol"l'hwn and Geu,,riNP 
Porter, (twins), Margaret and Samii. 5. 
Maria, b. 1878; now Madame Morrison of 
the Society of tbe Sacred Heart. 6. Hr-le11 
Louise, b. 1881.7. Sinia Lurile, b. 1884. 8. 
Joseph Ba1'lmc, b. 1887. 9. D('JliH A11y11.-;1'iJ1, 
b. 1889. 10 Virginia, b. 1892. 

11. Knud Iverson, b. Sept. 11, 1853; 111. Ada.h 
Zimmerman, Jan. 19, 1875; he was educated 
at Notre Dame University, and conducted a 
lumber business at Leon, Iowa. He d. Dec. 
29, 1884; left no children. M 1·s. Espy is now 
Mrs. I. E. Larrick, Oberlin, Kansas. 

111. Florence Mer('y, b. April 4, 1857. 'l'he com
piler of this work. Residence, Fort Madi
son, Iowa. 

iv. GPor9iana, b. Jan. 19, 1860. 

LXIII. NAROISSA YouNG STEVENSON, daughter of 
Dr. J.E. and Anna Espy Stevenson, was b. June 14, 



THE ESPY FAMILY IN AMERIOA 77 

1819; m. Rev. E. B. Griffin of the M. E. Church, in 1848; 
shed. May 27, 1899. They had issue: 

1. Anna Eliza, b. March 17,,1849; m. William 
Riddle Harrison, Massillon, 0., Feb. 3, 1869, 
and had thirteen children. 

11. Mary Belle, b. Feb. 3, 1851: m. Joseph V. K. 
Newlin, Feb. 3, 1874, and has several children. 

111. Callie Taulk, b. Feb. 14, 1853; m. John P. 
Beall, May 24, 1877. Had four children. 

1r. Thomas Espy Stevenson, b. Jan. 18, 1857; m. 
Ann Wiley. Residence, Pittsburg, Pa. 

r. Emma R., b. 1859; m. Ivor Hugqes, Colum
bus, Ohio. 

r,. .Yarci::1sr1 Lily, m. William Fitzpatrick. 
LXIV. NANCY REBECCA EsPY, daughter of James 

and Nancy Espy was b. March 17, 1829; m. her cousin, 
Ezekiel H. Sankey, Aug. 26, 1847, and had issue: 

,. Cinthia .T., b. Aug. 3, 1850. 
11. Sl/mh E., b. May 14, 1853; m. Henry Bishop 

June 18, 1879. Children: 1. Heni·y SankPy, 
2. ,,A/lice Florence, 3. Jean Espy, b. 1886; 4. 
fip11rif'ffr1 Sankey. 

111. Ge1)rge Floyd, b. Oct. 7, 1858. 
1 r. .If! 111es H., b. Nov. 15, 1860; d. Sept. 4, 1873. 
t. Jfr:-;. Ella Brndon, Greenville, Pa. 

LXV. JOHN Boyn EsPY, son of James and Nancy 
Espy, was b. July 13, 1838; m. Esther Collins, Oct. 13, 
l 864: vvas eel ucated at Allegheney College, Mead ville, 
Pa.; enlisted with the Allegheney College Vols. at Mead
ville, Pa., J uue 4, 1861. Resigned Oct. 4, 1864, on 
account of wounds received in the battle of Spottsyl
vania, Va., as Captain of Co. H, 145th. Pennsylvania 
Vols., Col. H. L. Brown's Regiment, Gen. Brook's Bri
gade, Gen. Barlow's division and Gen. Hancock's 2nd. 
,Corps; is a mini:,,ter of the M. E. church; at present 
(1905) he is Presiding Elder, Fredonia, N. Y. They had 
1sst10: 
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1. Jlary, b. Oct. 9, 1865; m. Rev. Samuel M. 
Gordon of the M. E. chm~ch, June 22, 1887, 
and has children. 

11. Emma, b. Aug. 28, 1867; m. Fred I. Kennedy 
Sept. 10, 1889; d. and left children. 

111. Harry Boyd, b. Jan. 4, 1870. Lawyer, Buf
falo, N. Y.; unmarried. 

1r. Angeline, b. Nov. 21, 1873; d. Kov. 11, 1899. 
r. Anna Agues, b. April 25, 1880. 

LXVI. HARVEY ADAMS EsPY, son of Josiah and 
Margaret Mitchell Espy, was b. Oct. 9, 1823; m. l\fary A. 
Winter (who was b. May 5, 1851; d. April 2~, 1904:;) June 
9, 1854. He was a farmer at Flat Rock, Crawford Co., 
Ill., where he d. Oct. 18, 1892. Had issue: 

1. Jfartlia Louise, b. Sept. 8, 1855: m. Samuel 
K Duncan, April 10, 1873, and has four chil
dren. 

11. Jomes Alrin, b. April 1, 1857: m. Margaret 
A. Ross, May 4, 1885, aud had d1ildren: 1. 
Chr1rf,,s Harre!!, 2. LotliP JI., 8 . .fr11111·s JI11r
ri1wn, 4. FlossiP Belle. 

u1. Edwin, b. Sept. 24, 1859; m. ,Julia A . .Miller 
Nov. 12, 1884, and had chihJren: 1. J.,'1/rl 
8a11111el, 2. Alpha L. 

,r. Jul111 lVintet", b. Sept. 24, 1861; 111. Elizabeth 
A. Wheeler Nov. 21, 1888, and had children: 
1. Chester 1Y!teele,·, 2. Florn Elsie, .3. ( 'arJ"ir
A., 4. Charles Josiah. 

r. .Jfary .l\'., b. ,fan, 25, 18G7: m. DaYid Camp
bell Duncan, April 17. lc87, and had two 
daughters. 

o. Jfr11:r;oret H11/da, h. l\!fa.rch 29, I.Sot); unmar
ried. 

r11. Harry Oi,:ens, b. May 28, 1872; 111. ~arah A. 
Miller, Nov. 8, 1894. 

LXVII. Wn,LIA:\f PATTERRON ESPY, ~!on of \Ym. 1'. 
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and Elizabeth Johnson Espy, was b. Aug. 15, 1833; m. 
Mary Zeech in 1853; served in 152nd. Ohio VoL Inft. 
during the Civil war and d. in Greenville, 0., April 21, 
1903, where his widow still lives. They had,•issue: 

1. Alraretta, b. Oct. 26, 1854; m. Alden Pres
cott Sawyer and has one son, TValff'r Espy. 

11. Orrille Ura11t, b. July 30, 1862; m. Philip
pina Schneider; residence, Dayton, 0. 

111. Alrardo A., b. Sept. 4, 1856; 1m. Mary Clif
ford and had children: 1. Clijf'rml Andrell', 
b. 1884; 2. TVm. Patterson, b. 1886; 3. Roy 
J r((/i("f'. • 

LXVIII. MARIA STEVENSON, daughter of Joseph 
and Mary Espy Stevenson, was born in 1796; m. Samuel 
McKee at New Castle, Pa., in 1818. Had issue: 

,. ./osep/1 8tPrP11.<1011, b. 1819; d. 1826. 
11. 8ol'oh .Ju11e, b. 1822; m. James H. Graham 

of Butler, Pa., in 1840, and had: 1. .1.lfrs • 
.f1111e Gri111es, whose daughter is Jfrs. Au
rlrf'lr Bro1r11, Creston, Iowa, 2. JJlarimwe, 
h. 1845: m. Nelson Bruner and has daughter, 
.\'l'lfi,,, at }.foncy, Pa., ,S'anmel JI., b. 1848; 
m. Lydia Quigley; has issue: Jean, m. Dr. 
Jobn Gonlon of Bellvernon, Pa., 1.lfal'y (/, 

;--,'1111111e/, Jr., .Jo.-;r11h and Jm11t.<s; residence, 
l'niuntown, Pa., 4. A1111a Kafr, b. 1853; m. 
li. B. Miller of Allegheny, Pa., and has: 
.Jr1,;,r,s f,.,'spy and A11rlrp11· D. 

11,. ~,for!J EsJJ.11, b. Dec. 25, 1823; m. Jonathan 
Katon, 184S, and had: 1. 8a111uPl, 2. Thornos 
Josi,,!,, .'J. Gm11ril1e B., residence, Tipton 
C'ity, Ind., 4. J!Plri!fe Gm ham; m. Charity 
l-\1eker, :>. Jfrs. H . ./P_f!PP/011 Rrwl, Tipton 
City, Ind. 

LX rx. l\L>..RIANNE S'rEVENSON, daughter of Joseph 
and Mary Espy Stevenson, was b. 1803; m. Frederick 
Hohrer at Kittanning. Pa., March 28, 1820, Rev. John 
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Reddick, officiating. Shed. Sept. 10, 1874, at Tidionte, 
Pa. Mr. Rohrer d. Aug. 23, 1837, at Kittanning. They 
had issue: 

1. Mary Ellen, living at Tidioute, Pa. Unmar
ried. 

ii. Joh.n Wise; m. and has children: 1. Fred
fl'ick, m. Mary A. Hafts and had: Wi11Ui·Nl 
and John W., Jr. 2. 1Vi/1ia111 Hilton; d. 
aged six years. 

111. Elizabeth; m. Mr. Brown and had: 1. Charles, 
2. Frank, 3. Carl, 4. (hor,rJP, :5, Asa, G. 
Ann, '7. Carrie, 8. Juhn JV. 

11'. George Stecenson; unmarried. 
George and John W. Rohrer own and publish the 

"Democrat and Sentinel" at Kittanning, Pa. 
r. Jl.frs. Emily JJfonks; has two children: 1. 

Mrs. ~Mary Byer,.,, Spokane, Wash .. 2. F1·a11!.· 
C. Monks. 
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Descendants of Josiah and Elizabeth Crain Espy. 
I. J osIAH EsPY, son of Josiah and Priscilla Mitch

ell Espy, was b. in the north of Ireland in 1699; in. 1740 
Elizabeth Crain, who came to 'America with her broth
ers, William and Joseph, in 1732. She was b. 1719, in 
County Down, Ireland, and after the death of Josiah 
Espy, she m. secondly, Robert Ewing, by whom she had 
no children. 

Josiah Espy settled in Hanover township, Lancaster 
county, Pa., buying land from the Proprietaries, May 
25, 1745. In addition to his farm he carried on a black
smith shop and was highly respected and esteemed; he 
geew to be the wealthiest man of the locality. 
When he died in 1760, he left considerable property, 
"two shares of which went to Josiah, eldest son and 
heir-at-law." 'l'heir children were: 
2. 1. Josir1lt, b. March 10, 1742; d. July 22, 1818. 

11. S11san11a, b. 1743; m. by Rev. John Roan, in 
1760, to John Patton. Both are buried in 
Paxtang. 

111. Jlar,11, b. 1745; m. Dec. 23, 1760, by Rev. 
John Roan, to James McClm·e. 

,r. Jfal'fho, b. Jan. 12, 1747; m. Capt. Lazaru8 
Stewart in 1767, in Derry church. Shed. in 
Hanovel' township, Luzerne county, Pa., in 
1804. Few women have lived through more 

frontier hardships and more heart-breaking sorrows 
than Martha Espy. Capt. Lazarus Stewart, was b. July 
4, 1734, in Hanovel' Township, Lancaster County, Pa., of 
the same Scotch-Irish stock as his wife. In 1755, he 
raised a company ::u1d did valiant service on the frontier 
as a ranger; the active part he took in Conestoga and 
Lancaster in the destruction of the murderous and vaga
bond Indians in 1763, made him a prominent personage 
in Pennsylvania history during that period. During the 
Revolution he was an active partizan and fell at the head 
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of his troops at the Massacre of Wyoming, July 3, 1776. 
Two days before this, was born, Martha, his youngest 
child. On July 4, 1776, while Philadelphia was going 
wild over the newly declared independence, Martha Espy 
Stewart, the sorrow-stricken widow, weak in body, but 
strong in that soul-courage that ahvays conquers, em
barked with her children in a frail open boat an<l 
floated down the Susquehanna River to I-Iarrisbllrg, to 
friends and safety. After peace came to the land, she 
with her children returned to their home. Their· de
scendants still live in the vicinity of Wilkesbarre. They 
had issue: 1. James, m. Hannah Jameson, 2. Elizol1dlt, 
m. Alexander Jameson, 8. Jfar,qrtrd, m. JameR Camp
bell, 4 .... ~fartha, d. unmarried. 

4. 1·. George, b. 1749; m. Mary Stewart. 
n. John, b. 1751; d. 1787, unmarried. 

5. I'll. Samuel, b. 1753; m. Martha Chambers. 
rm. Robert, b. 1755. 

1.r. Priscilla, b. 1757; m. first, James Stewart, 
brother of Capt. Lazarus Stewart. Aftc1· 
his death, in 1783, she m. Capt. Andrew Lee, 
who was b. 1739 in Hanover Township, Lan
caster County, Pa.: d. in 1821 in Hano,·er 
Township, Lazerne County, Pa. He seeved 
as a dragoon during the Revolution from 
Lancaster County. 

II. JosIAH EsPY, son of Josiah and Elizabeth Crain 
Espy, was b. March 10, 1742; d. July 22, 1813; m. July 8, 
1769, by Rev. John Roan, Anna Kirkpatrick, b. Jan. 11, 
1750; d. May 31, 1842: daughter of William a,nd l\.far
garet Kirkpatrick, of Paxtang rrownship. Josiah Espy 
served during the Revolution in Capt. Richard \!cQuon·::,; 
Co., Col. William Green's battalion, of Lancaster Couu
ty, Aug. 31, 1776. Proof of this can be found on p. 320, 
Vol. 2, Second Series, Archives of Pennsylvania. He 
was in the State Legisfoture in 1806-'08. They had issue: 

i. 1lf(IJ'(/ril"f'f, h. Nov. 8.1771;d. ~ept. 4. 1751: m. 
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Samuel, thirteenth child of Rev. John Elder 
and his second wife, Sarah Simpson. Sam
uel Elder was b. Feb. 27, 1172, and they were 
m. March 7, 1793. They had issue: 1. Ann 
Espy, b. 1794; m. Alexander W. Piper and 
had: 1. Col. Alex. Piper, U.S. A., graduated 
from West Point in 1851, 2. James W. E., 
died from wounds received in Civil War. He 
m. and had: Lieut. Ale.r. R. Pipe1·, U. S. A. 
and Vandyke. 2 . .Tolin Elder, b. 1796; m. 
and had: John Ritchey Elder, of Indian
apolis, Ind., and Samuel Elder, of Bradford, 
Iowa. 3. Mary, b. 1798; m. William M. 
Guilford, of Lebanon, Pa., and had children. 
4 . .Josiah, b. 1801; d. Oct. 30, 1844; unmar
ried. 5. Sarah .JlrAllister, b. Sept.16, 1803 ;m. 
William H. Doll, and had: Samuel, Ann 
Dspy, Esther, m. James M. Bradshaw, Cath
arine, Emma, m. Charles Lukens Bailey; 
residence, Harrisburg, Pa. Their eldest son, 
William Elder, m. a daughter of General 
Alger, of Detroit. 

11. J->riscilla.,(twin)b.Dec. 8,1771; d. Sept.29, 
1845; m. Robert McClure, b. Dec. 18, 1763; 
d. July 21, 1839, son of William McClure 
and Margaret Wright. They had issue: 1. 
Wi!!ial)I, b. Feb. 1. 1795; d. Aug. 16, 1852; 

111. and left children, 2. Ann, b. 1797, 3. 
Rol:ei'f W., b. 1800; d. Sept. 26, 1865, 4. Pris
r'i 1/a .Jerrn, 5. Josiah Espy, removed to Frank
lin County, Pa.; 111. and had children, 6 .... Var
fjil!'Pf, '7. Reberl'a, m. Mathew Brown, May 27, 
1884. 

Ii I. 

. ,. ,, . 

Jnsioh, h. 1774; d. April 13, 1811 in Bloom 
township, Northumberland county, Pa.; un
married. 
Wi!lia111, b. June 2, 1776; m. Smianna Gray . 
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i:. James Snodgrass, b. July 18, 1788. 
r,. John Elder, b. Oct. 12, 1790; d. April 26, 

1831; unmarried; was a physician of ability. 
i·11. David, b. June 11, 1792; m. Rebecca Allen. 

III. MARY EsPY, daughter of Josiah and Elizabeth 
Crain Espy, was b. 1745 in Hanover township, Lancaster 
county, and d. 1818, in Columbia county, Pa. She m. 
Dec. 23, 1760, Rev. John Roan officiating, James Mc
Clure, who was b. in Paxtang township in 1733; d. Nov. 
14, 1805, at McClure's Fort, Columbia county, Pa. He 
removed in 1769 to the "Wyoming settlement," and had 
his home on the west bank of the North Branch of the 
Susguehanna, where he built a log house surrounded by 
a stockade, known as McClure's Fort. He was a member 
of the Committee of Safety during the Revolution, and 
a man of prominence during that illustrious era. They 
had issue: 

1. ~Margaret, m. Major Moses Van Campen; d. 
March, 1845. Moses Van Campen was a 
brave soldier of the Revolut.ion; a scholarly 
man; a christian gentleman. He d. Oct. 
15, 1849, at Angelica, N. Y., aged 92 years, 
and left children: 1. llfar.lJ, b. Oct. 10, 1784; 
111. George Lockhart of Almond, N. Y., and 
had: Alfred, James, Jo::;pp/i, and .Mary, 2. 
Anna, b. Oct. 29, 1786; 111. Alvin Burr, 3. 
Priscilla, b. Sept. 15, 1789; m. Samuel Mul
holland, 4. Elizabeth. b. April 3, 1792; m. 
Rev. Robert Hubbard and had: Rec. Juli// 
.N. Hubbard, who wrote "The Life and Times 
of Major Moses Van Campen", ;;. Lati11ir1, b. 
March 3, 1794; rn. Dr. Samuel Southworth. 

11. Jcm1Ps, b. 1770; d. Cd. 4, 1850, on the old 
homestead. 

IV. GEORGE ESPY, son of Josiah and Elizabeth 
Crain Espy, was b. 1749; d. April 1814, in Luzerne 
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County, Pa. His father in March 1775, conveyed to him 
a tract of laud in Northumberland County, Pa,, to which 
he moved the same year. He was c6m:missioned May 
31, 1800, a justice of the peace, fol· th'e districts of Han
over and Wilkes-Barre, which office he held at the time 
of his death; was an Elder in the Fi,rst Presbyterian 
Church of Wilkes-Barre; was commissioned second 
Lientenant, June 1776, -0f Capt. Robert Crawford's Com
pany, Col. Samuel Hunter's Battalion of Northu,mber
land County, and was in active service. Proof of this is 
found in the Archives of Pennsylvania. George Espy 
was a stone mason and built the old stone jail on East 
Mal'ket St., Wilkes-Barre; m. Mary Stewart, daughter of 
John Stewart, of Derry Township, Lancaster County; 
she cl. in 1820. They had issue: 

1. A.1111, b. April 5, 1777; m. Ambrose Tilly of 
Luzerne County, and died childless. 

~). 11. .fo/111, b. July 26, 1779; m. Lovinia Inman. 
111. Jlary, b. Nov. 29, 1781; m. Thomas Bennett; 

rnsided in N auticoke, and both died there. 
Had issue: 1. illary Ann, m. in 1829, Alden 
I. Bennett, son of Isaac Bennett; studied 
medicine and became the first physician of 
the Borough of Nanticoke; in 1831, removed 
to Bolivar, Ohio; was a member of the con
stitutional convention of that State in 1851: 
in 1S53, locatl!)d in Beloit, Wisconsin; was a 
~tate Senator and died there in 1862. 
Two of his sons, Tlw111ns and Pltiuea..:;, served 
during the Civil War as lieutenants of Wis
cousiu regiments; Thomas Bennett, 111. Jen
nie, daughter of Hon. James Ewing of Ohio. 

11'. Ueorye, b. Dec. 19, 1784: 111. Elizabeth Eicke, 
arnl had: Sarah Ann, b. May 9, 1814; d. 
:\! ay 27, 1877; m. 1838, Joseph Tyson Pres
ton, con.I operator of Plymouth, and they 
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had: 1. Edu·in R., 111. Mary McCormack, 2. 
George Espy, civil engineer, died unmar
ried, 3. Gertrude, m. Frank Turner, 4. 
Marion TV., b. April 22, 1844; m. Dec. 5, 1866, 
Stephen B. Vaughan of Kingston. 

V. SAMUEL EsPY, son of Josiah and Elizabeth 
Crain Espy, was b. 1753; m. Martha Chambers, in Phila
delphia, Nov. 16, 1778; Aug. 30, 1776, he was a member 
of Capt. Richard McQuown's Co., Col. Thimothy Green's 
battalion of Lancaster County, and was in the Jersey 
campaign. Proof is to be found on page 320, Vol 13, 
Second Series, Archives of Pennsylvania. His children 
were: 
10. t. Samuel Chambers, b. July 5, 1779. 

u. Andreu·, b. March 12, 1782: went into the 
navy and was killed in 1804, at the siege of 
Tripoli. 

Ill. Thomas, b. Aug. 4, 1783; d. July 30, 1784. 
iv. Hannah, b. Dec. 30, 1785; d. unmarried. 

11. c. John, b. Oct 15, 1787; m. Ann Scott. 
1•1. Eliza, b. 1788; m. Cornelius McLean; had 

issue: 1. Comelius, a lawyer of Annopolis, 
Md., 2. Charles, physician of Baltimore, Md., 
3. JVilliarn, merchant of Baltimore, Md., 4. 
George, merchant of Baltimore, Md., 5. 
Eugene, of New York Uity, 6. ]<,,'liza, m. 
Henry Hardisty, and had: 1. Jlfary, whom. 
General Stoneman, during the Civil War; 
afterwards he was Governur of California, :2. 
Alice, 3. ).VcLe{l/1 Hardisty; residence, Bos
ton, Mass. 

12. '-'II. .James, b. Dec. 2, 1790; m. Miss Swain. 
r111. .1.Yancy (Aun), b. Feb. 27, 1793; m. James 

Gaither in Washington, D. C., Sept. 9, 1Sl7) 
Rev. John Breckenridge, officiating; d. in 
Cincinnati, Ohio, Aug. 24, 1S76, at the home 
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of her daughter, Mrs. Martha Hinkle; their 
children were: 1. Jlfru·tlw, b. Feb. 14, 1820; 
m. Philip Hinkle of Wilson, Hinkle & Co., 
Cincinnati. They had no children. 2 . .la-mes, 
b. March 17, 1821; died, 3. Thomas, b. April 
15, 1826; d. Nov. 8, 1903, 4. Eliza, b. Nov, 
10, 1828; m. -- Seymour. 

1.r. TVilliam, b. March 26, 1795 . 
. r. Jlargaret, b. 1797; m. Mr. McLaughlin of 

Lancaster, Penna. 

VI. vV1LLU.:.1i EsPY, son of Josiah and Ann Kirk
patrick Espy was b. June 2, 1776; d. July 28, 1850, in 
Harrisburg, Pa.: m. June 2, 1807, by Rev.JamesR. Sharon, 
to Susauna Gray, b. June 18, 1782; d. July 10, 1854; daugh
ter of Joseph Gray and Elizabeth Forster; both are 
buried in Paxton Church graveyard. They had issue: 

i. L'iizaudh Gl'((y, b. 1808; she m. Dec. 29, 
1859, Samuel \V. Sharp of Cumberland 
county; b. March 27, 1822; d. Dec. 6, 1877. 
:\lr8. Sharp is still li viug in HaiTisburg. 

11. .fusiali, b. 1810; d. Aug. 12, 1891; m. Mary, 
daughter of Samuel McKeehan of Newville, 
in 1843. She was b. 1815; d. Dec. 23, 1897, 
at her home in Harrisburg. They had 
issue: 1. 8usamw, b. Nov. 1, 1852; rn. Harry 
D. Boas, son of David and Margaret Bates 
Boas, and have children: Jlal'y Espy and 
Sflm!i; 2. He!r11, b. July 21, 1857. 

u,. .A11n, b. Aug. 3, 1812; m. Abner Rutherford 
Feb. 2ti, 1839 and had: 1. Willirrn1 Fra11!.·li11, 
une of the best known farmers of the Pax
ta,ng Valley; was trustee of Paxton Church 
for many year;:;. b. Dec. 7, 1839; m. Adeline 
:M. Rutherford; d. Nov. 9, 1904. Had chil
dren: A1w E"piJ, Richal'd, 1..lll's. Jane Bing
/1111;1, .Arll:'liJ1t JI.. Jf({l'Sh"ll, Kesi((h Pad·e, 
and Do11a!rl. 
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2. John 1llarsliall, 3. Susanna Espy, 4. Samli, 
5. Abne,-, 6. Alice, 7. Ada B., m. 8pencer F. 
Barber; has four children. 

VII. JAMES SNODGRASS ESPY, son of Josiah and 
Ann Kirkpatrick Espy, was b. July 18, 1788; d. Sept. 
21, 1872 in Harrisburg, Pa.;. was a merchant and promi
nent citizen; m. first, March 30, 1817, at Isle Benvenne, 
Mary Huling, daughter of Thomas Huling. They had 
issue: 

13. ·1. Thomas Huling, b. Dec. 30, 1817. 
11. Anna Elizabeth, b. Jan. 1, 1820; d. June 15, 

1854; m. Jan. 1, 1838, Hugh H. Stockton, 
and had: 1. Mary Pollard, m. Capt. Dean 
Monahan, U.S. A.; 2. Henry T., Lieut. U. S. 
N.; m. Catherine Ownslow of Cornwall, 
England. 

James Espy m. secondly, in Philadelphia, March 10, 
1825, Mary H. Pollard, b. Dec. 15, 1802, (a sister of Mrs. 
James P. Espy with whom she made her home). Dec. 15, 
1902, Mrs. Mary Espy celebrated her 100th. birthday and 
died in Feb., 1903. Their children were: 

111. :Margaret Pollard, b. Dec. 20, 1825: d. Nov. 
26, 1847. 

ir. James Pollard, b. Dec. 20, 1827: cl. Feb. 26, 
1880; unmaITied. 

c. TYillia111 Kirkpatrick, h. 1831; d. March 4, 
1868, at Clouterville, La., graduated in medi
cine and was in active practice at the time 
of his death; m. Rectina St Croix Cockfield, 
and had: Mary, b, 1867; m. in 1900, Capt. 
Galbraith, U. S. A. 

n. Eliza L., b. 1833; m. Nov. 8, 1853, William 
Sergeant, of Philadelphia; Col. of 210th. 
Regt. Pa. Vol. Inft.. Died on his way home 
April, 1866, from wound receiv€ld in front of 
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Petersburg, Va. They had: 1. Mar,qaretta, 
m. Alexander James Dallas Dixon; residence, 
Philadelphia, 2. Ma,i:y, 3. f;;ouisq,, m. John 
C. Kunkle; residence, Harrisburg, 4;,. Samh, 
:5. Eliza, m. William H. Meyers 6f Philadel
phia. 

VIU. DAVID EsPY, son of Josiah and Ann Kirk~ 
patrick Espy, was b. June 11, 1792; d . .April 21, 1840, in 
Paxtang; m. Dec. 16, 1816, Rebecca Allen, b. July 24, 
1796; d. Oct. 1871. David Espy was precen,tor of Paxton 
Church for over twenty years. His children were: 

1. Jo8iah, b. Sept. 29, 1817; m. Anne Valentine 
of Baltimore, Md., April 10, 1872; d. Jan. 13, 
1897, leaving one child, Minnie Maude, b. 
\larch 7, 1878; residence, Decatur, Ill. 

11. Wm. Kirkpatrick, b. April 9, 1819; m. 
Martha Sturgeon; shed. Jan., 1864; he m. 
secondly; had issue: 1. .J.lfrs. Rebecca Quinn, 
2. JJ,.s. Lida S. O'Brien, Galesburg, Ill.; 3. 
Ducid A. of Wellington, Kansas; 4. Mrs. 
Ella Wortlti11,qto11, Groveland, Ill.; 5 .. Mrs. 
Sarah Emerson, Peoria, Ill.; 6. Miss Anna .M, 
Peoria, Ill.; '7. Dr. Charfp,s JV. of Chicago. 

111. A111w ;Jfaria, b. May 11, 1822; m. March 1, 
184:9, James Todd, and had: 1. Rei,. Darid 
Todd, Congregational Church, Cameron, Mo.; 
2. A11ilre1r, 3. lVillimn, Peoria, Ill.; 4. llfrs. 
0/irer PettUo/111, Farmington, Ill. 

111. ,r. Darid, b. Sept. 8, 1826; m. Aug. 19, 1851, 
Aun Catherine Jackson, who d. Aug. 16, 
1879; residence, Arrowsmith, Ill. 

Hi. r. Jo/;11 .lle.mnder, b. July 26, 1829; m. Martha 
Fry, Feb. 22, 1853; d. 1888. 

n. Susannrt Jf., b. Feb. 1, 1838: m. Dr. Marvin 
S. Carr, of Galesburg, Ill., May 16, 1854; he 
cl. April 29, 1899. Their children are: 1. 
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M.1·s. Anneff(' E. Robbins, 2. Eliwbrfli, 3. Ber. 
Erlwi11 8., of the Congregational Chul'ch, 
Stillman Valley, Ill. 

IX. JOHN ESPY, son of George and Mary Stewart 
Espy, was b. in 1779; d. March 25, 1848, in Hanover 
township, Luzerne county, Pa. Quoting from his 
obituary: "He was a man of honorable feelings, hospi
table and generally beloved." He m. April 5, 1809, 
Lovina Inman, b. 1787; d. 1876; daughter of Col. Ed·ward 
Inman, of the Revolution. They had issue: 

16. 1. Ja1J1es, b. 1811; rn. Mary A. Miller. 
17. 11. FrmuiP, b. 1813; m. Abraham Line. 

Ill. Lo1"i11a, b. 1820; m. Peter .iHiller and had. 1. 
John, 2. JFi,~ftPld, of Irving )Tills, Mich. 

1c. 1.lfary, b. 1822; d. Nov. 29, 188U; m. April 10, 
1845, John R. Line, b. :'vlarch 25, 1825; d. 
Nov. 22, 1890. 

c. P1·iscil!a, b. 1827; m. Levi M. :\'tiller, and had: 
1. Ed1rnrd, 2. Dollie, 3, fd(I, 4. Oti;;, :;_ 
Mary, G. Osrar, '7. nra11atr', R. Paul. 

X. SAMUEL CHAMBERS EsPY, son of Samuel and 
Martha Chambers Espy, was b. July 5, 1779; m. Rebecca 
Smith in 1801; had issue: 

1. TVillia111 Smith, m. Mary A. Herrington, 
July 3, lE\25; had issue: 1. Willia/// P.; 
residence, Baltimore, Md., 2. Jan1es S.; resi
dence, ,v ashington, D. C., 3 . .Jfrs. Em111a 
Jmues; residence, Baltimore, Md., 4. Jln,. 
S'aralt 8111ulerla11d; residei1ce, Ifaitimore, Md., 
5. Fa1111ie, residence, Baltimore, Md., Ii. 
Thomas C., residence, Ellicott City, Md. 

ii. >-S'rnn-ur-1 C'. J~'.1,JJJ/, 111. Priscilla :f'1owler, l\Iarch 
o, li,29, and had: 1. :-.·r11u11e/ B!il<tl.·, b. Dec. 
28, 182~; has been a prominent political 
leader of Ho-ward County, Md., for many 
years; has three sons: lives at Catonsville. :\!ld. 
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.2. John Joseph, b. Feb. 12, 1883; served in 
Quarter Master's Dept. Washington, D. C., 
during Civil War, from Sept. 1861, to April, 
1865. Has daughter, Ida. 

XI. JoHN EsPY, son of Samuel and Martha Cham
bers Espy, was b. Oct. 15, 1787; m. Ann Scott, Feb. 25, 
1813. Residence, Washington, D, C. They had issue: 

1.. TVilliam Espy, b. Dec. 15, 1818; died. 
18. ii. John, b. Sept. 22, 1815; d. Dec. 15, 1873. 

111. James ill., b. Feb. 5, 1817; died. 
ii-. Eliza Ann, b. Oct. 10, 1818; d. Sept. 4, 1819. 
v. Mary A., b. Sept. 10, 1820; died. 

vi. SaniuPl Chambe1·s, b. April 3, 1822; died. 
vii. George Wa.shington, t T i s d in infancy 

ciii. .Audl'ew Jackson, f w n ' · · 
u:. Mar_9al'et, b. Jan. 17, 1826; died . 
.r. Ale.rande1· Henry, b. Oct. 3, 1827; d. Sept. 6, 

1829. . 
.1·1. Martha, b. Nov. 27 1830; died. 

XII. JAMES EsPY, son of Samuel and Martha Cham
bers Espy, was b. Dec. 2, 1790; m. Miss Swain, daughter 
of a Methodist minister of Philadelphia, in 1811. Shed. 
in 1860; he left home in 1816, and never came back to 
his family, but lived longer than his wife. Their chil
dren were: 

1. Sa11111el, b. 1812: m. 1832, in Huntington 
County, Pa.; d. in Dakota, in 1854; had issue: 
1. Ric/ull'(i J., b. 1838; has family at Ash
land, Ky., :2. Thomas E., b. 1835; has family 
at Brookville, Pa., 3. JJfrs. Elizabeth Leach, 
b. 1837; has family at Brookville, Pa., 4, 
Sa limel, b. 183\:l; has family in Columbia 
City, VVashington, 5. James M. b. 1840; has 
family at Brookville, Pa., 6. 1lfadha, b. 1842; 
d. in Dakota in 1852, '7'. Mrs Anna Flemin,q, 
iJ. 11:344, Corsica, Jefferson County, Pa., 8. 
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Mrs. CatherinP Plaire, b. 184-6; 1ives in Brit
ish Columbia. 

XIII. THOMAS HuuNG EsPY, son of James Snod
grass and Mary Huling Espy, was b. Jan. 1, 1818, in 
Harrisburg, Pa., studied medicine with Dr. W.W. Ruther
ford; graduated at Jefferson Medical College; came to 
Texas about 1838. Several years after coming to Texas, 
he worked with his uncle, 'l'homas B. Huling in the real 
estate business; was married to Elizabeth M. Wilson, 
May 18, 1842, in Jasper County, 'l'exas. He practiced 
medicine only a few years after marriage. Dnring the 
"California Gold Boom" in '49, he went and stayed two 
years, but amassed no fortune and returned. For sev
eral succeeding years he was a U. S. mail contractor. 
He came to Burnette County, Texas, in 1856, and lived 
there until his death. During the last forty years of 
his life he was engaged in agriculture and stock raising 
The tides of fortune "came and went'' with him. From 
'61 to '71, the Indians deprecated in Texas, he having 
many fierce combats, and narrow escapes from a cruel 
death at their hands; also suffered severe lo-'3ses of cattle 
and horses stolen by Indians. He was a staunch demo
crat and enthusiastic politician all his life; was a mem
ber of Masonic fraternity. Having a generous, chari
table, affectionate disposition, his friends were many. 
While on political business to Burnet, on June 13, 18t:16, 
he died of heart failure. Was interred in the· family 
cemetery at Pitt Creek in Lampasas County, 'l'exas. 
Elizabeth 1\1., bis wife, was b. June 9, iS24, in Dallas 
County, Alabama. She still survives him. 'i'heir mar
ried life together lasted fifty-four years. To tliem ,vere 
born twelve children: 

,. James A., b, April lii, 1843; m. April !J, lohi, 
Annie Kemper, of Cincimrnti, 0., b. Dec. :cm .. 
1848. He served all through the CiYil W a.r n~ 
a confederate soldier: d. March 12. 1870. 
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Had issue: Sidney W. b. Feb. 23, 1879; m. 
Beulah McGrew; residence, Brady, Texas. 

I 

11. Thomas Huling, b. Dec. -2"1, 1844; d. Jan. 
15, 1853. 

19. 111. Catherine L., b. Nov. 23, 1846; m. John A. 
Knight. 

20. 1r. Hr,11ry Clay, b. Feb. 11, 1849; m. April, 1872. 
r. AnnP E., (twin) b. Feb. 11, 1849; d. March 

31, 1849. 
n. J.llary A., b. Dec. 18, 1852; m. Chas. A. Yoas, 

July 15, 1871; residimce, Brady, Texas. Had 
issue: 1. Thomas Espy, b. April 11, 1872; 
2. John Stockton, b. Dec. 8, 1874; 3 .. J.vfary 
Al!ender, b. Dec. 20, 1873; d. in infancy; 4. 
Bil'(l Grm11cood, b. March 1, 1877; 5. Wil
liam Henry, b. Jan. 12, 1879; 6. Hugh A., b. 
May 31, 1883; 7. Elizabeth Kafr, b. July 4, 
1888. 

r11. Bothsheba A !lend et, b. April 8, 1854; m. Bird 
C. Greenwood, Dec. 27, 1871; residence, 
La.mpasas, Tex. They had issue: 1. .Llfinnie 
E., b. Oct. 9, 1872; m. 'l'. J. Harris, Dec. 23, 
1Sij7: 2. HaNy TV., b. Nov. 26, 1874; 3. Wil
/i(/m Thomas, b. April 15, 1876: d. Nov. 6, 
1878; 4. Guardie Bird, b. Aug. 10, 1879; d. 
Sept. 23, 1884; /5. Alice L., b. Jan. 27, 1882; 
(j_ .fo!w Espy, b. April 28, 1884; 7. Balla 
8inc!.·fo11 Bil'd, b. Dec. 24, 1886. 

r111. ile,11/'ietla l'ir!oria, b. Nov. 2, 1856; m. John 
r. .J1Jm's, of Virginia. Had issue: 1. T'ir
yi,'I;,, X., b. Oct. 17, 1875; m. R. A. King, 2. 
811,11111'I E., b. Dec. 20, 1877, 8. Jonnie }'lm·
ew·r-, b. Oct. 21, J8S3, 4. Tlto111a;:; Kirk, b. 
Feb. 10, 1886, 6. C!Prelaud T/11mnan, b. Sept. 
20, 1888, U. J<,'m111a A., b. April 10, 1893. 

,.r. Nci1('1'N1 Jfp/,,,1. h. Jan. 24, 1859: d. April 10, 
]870. 



94 THE ESPY FAMILY IN AMERICA 

;r. Hu,gh Stockton, b. May 11, 1861; m. Annie 
Harrell, Feb. 8, 1890; residence, Brady, 
Texas. Had issue: 1. Nettie May, b. Oct. 
14, 1890, 2. Sarah E., b. May 21, 1892; d. 
July 23, 1894, 3. Thomas H., b. May 12, 1896. 

xi. William Kirkpatrick, b. Dec. 6, 1863; d. Nov. 
29, 1890. 

:rn. John Thomas, b. Jan. 11, 1866; m. Mary E . 
. Smith, Jan. 20, 1892; residence, Brady, Tex. 
They had issue: 1. Jfim1ie JI., b. Dec. 23, 
1892, 2. Helen Eu,qenia, b. Nov. 28, 1894, 3. 
Robert Thomas, b. Dec. 12, 1898. 

XIV. DAVID ESPY, son of David and Rebecca Allen 
Espy, was b. Sept. 8, 1826; m. Ann Catherine Jackson, 
Aug. 19, 1851; shed. Aug. 16, 1879. David Espy lives at 
Arrowsmith, Ill. They had issue: 

1. Rebecca Allen, b. June 5, 1852; d. Sept. 2, 1853. 
u. Anna May, b. Dec. 7, 1854; d. May 13, 1855. 

iu. David Brainard, b. Feb. 3, 1857; m. Frank 
Wise, April 5, 1888; residence, LaPlace, lll. 

iv. Willie, b. Dec. I, 1859; d. Feb. 6, 1860. 
,,_,_ Sarah ~Margaret, b. April 25, 1861; m. 

Chastine Major, March 16, 1892; residence, 
Arrowsmith, Ill. 

v1. Ellen Jackson, b. May 27, 1864; m. William 
Rodgers Humphrey, July 31, 1888; residence, 
Chicago. Had: Herbert McKay, b. May 27, 
1889, and Du:i,qht Espy, b. Dec. 19, 1895; d. 
April 30, 1897. 

XV. JoHN ALEXANDER EsPY, son of David and 
Rebecca Allen Espy, wa,s b. July 26, 1829; d. Nov. 21, 
1894; m. Martha Fry, Feb. 12, 1853. They had issue: 

1. J.l.fary Emma, b. Dec. 18, 1855; m. Joseph YV. 
Giles, Sept. 8, 1880; resideuce, Peoria, lli. 
They had: Oto Fer11, b. Oct. 11, 1882. 

11. Isabel Florr11rr, b. Oct. 8, 1857: d. June 12, 
1864. 
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111. Wi1~field Scott, b. Nov. 9, 1859; m. Abbie E. 
Slough, Feb. 25, 1885; shed. July 14, 1893; 
residence, Peoria, 111. They had: 1. Jennie 
Jf., 2. Delia Edith, 3. Bella W. 

it. William Ellsu·orth, b. Oct 16, 1863; d. July 
30, 1864. 

r. William Elder, (twin) b. Oct. 16, 1863; m. 
Clara A. Sherman, Oct. 14, 1897; residence, 
Peoria, Ill. 

ri. Cliw·!Ps Ed1card, b. Feb. 21, 1869. 
John A. Espy m. secondly, Mrs. Rebecca Silvers, 

Oct. 4, 1871 and had issue: 
c11. A1111iP E., b. Dec. 5, 1872; m. William 

Crutcher, April 27, 1892; residence, Ells
worth, Ill. Had: 1. Alice Elder, 2. Frank
lin P., 3. Infant. 

011. RPbPcrct Alice, b. Nov. 15, 1879; m. William 
A. Arnold, Oct. 6, 1897; residence, Anchor, 
Ill. 

I.J'. Fmuklin Stephens, b. March 14, 1882 . 
. 1·. Guy, b. Oct. 8, 1884; d. Oct. 19, 1884. 

XVI. JAMES EsPY, son of John and Lovina Inman 
Espy, was b. in Nanticoke, Luzerne County, Pa., in 1811; 
d. 1872, at Hmnmerfield Creek, Bradford County, Pa., 
whither he removed in 1863. Hem. in 1841, Mary A. 
Miller, b. Dee. 26, 1818; d. Feb. 15, 1878, in Wilkes-Barre, 
Pa., daughter of Barnett Miller and Mary De Witt. 
They had issue: 

1. J[i~jru· Jolin Espy, one of the foremost citi
zen!'l of St. Paul, Minn., first saw the light of 
day in the historic Wyoming Valley at 
Nanticoke, Luzerne County, Pa., Sept. 21, 
1842. Gwrge, a son of Josiah was b. in 1749, 
and was a soldier in the war of Independ
ence. He m. Mary Stewart, a sister of Capt. 
Laza,rm1 Stewart, who fell at the massacre 
of Wyoming-a region which for many years 
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was the scene of sanguinary conflicts be
tween contending patriots and the Tories, 
British and Indians, and famed, later, for 
the long series of internecine contests 
known as the "Pennymite Wars.'' Capt. 
Stewart was leader of the celebrated Pax
ton boys of Pennsylvania, who left Hanover 
Township, Lancaster county, and settletl 
in Hanover township, Luzerne county-a 
township named by him. During the 
struggles in the Wyoming Valley, which 
lasted nearly eight years, the Capt. ren
dered patriotic and distinguished services. 
In 1809, John, son of George Espy, married 
Lovina Inman, a daughter of Col. Edward 
Inman of the Revolutionary Army. In 1841, 
.James, eldest son of John and Lovina Espy, 
m. Mary A. Miller, a daughter of Barnett 
Miller. And then through a long line of 
patriotic and distinguished ancestry, we 
bring this genealogical table down to John 
Espy, the subject of this sketch and a son 
of James and Mary A. Espy. In 1868, hem. 
Martha M. Wood, a daughter of John B. 
Wood of Wilkes-Barre, Pa. Her father was 
a prosperous merchant and banker, and her 
mother, whose maiden name was Sarah 
Gore, was descended from one of the oldest 
and most honorable families of America. 
Her great-grandfather and five of his sons 
fought against the British and Indians in 
the Wyo ming Valley campaigns. 
Major Espy has an interesting history. 
Much of his childhood was spent under the 
care of his paternal grandmother, Lovina 
Inman Espy, a woman of broad culture n,nd 
great intelligence. In rnno, ,vhen only 
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seventeen years of age, he entered upon a 
career of independence. Eq,uipped with a 
good common school edu;ca.tiop., habits of 
industry, and a'Q,}.bition to suc~eed, he came 
westward and lo~ated at Buxlington, Iowa. 
'fhe war of the Re_pellion set the country 
1;1,blaze the following spring and John Espy 
was among the first to enlist in Co. E of the 
First Regt. of Iowa Vol. lnft. in response 
to President Lincoln's first call. This 
regiment fought under General Nathaniel 
Lyon in those campaigns which did so 
much to save the state of Missouri to the 
t:nion. 
Young Espy accompanied it in the exepdi
tion under Genl. Sweeny to Forsyth, near 
the Arkansas line; was in the engagement 
at Dug Springs, and took part in the 
memorable battle of Wilson's Creek, Aug. 
10, 1861, in which action the lamented Lyon 
fell and the First Iowa lost 51 men in killed 
and wounded. A few days after this battle 
the First Iowa's term of enlistment expired 
and Espy was mustered out of service. He 
mteuded to re-enter the army forthwith, 
bnt his left hand became crippled for life 
by a sorghum mill, and rendered him in~ 
capable of further service as a soldier. It 
was at this period that John Espy returned 
to PennsylvanilL and completed his educa
tion. He was graduated from the new 
Columbus Academy in 1863, from Harvey's 
Institute in 1864, and from Albany (N. Y.) 
Law ~chool in 1866. From this last named 
school he received the degree of Bachelor 
of Laws. He WPvS admitted to the bar of 
Luzerne county, Pa., April 20, '68. Upon 



98 THE ESPY FAMILY IN AMERICA 

returning from the law school he at once 
began taking an active part in politics. 
Every campaign found him on the stump 
and participating prominently in conven
tions as the chairman thereof or as a hard
working delegate. He was, of course, a 
strong Republican; but, while his father 
was a supporter of Simon Cameron, the son 
was equally ardent in his support of the 
Luzerne anti-Cameron movement. The 
factional contest oft times led to very in
teresting situations, in which the subject of 
this sketch figured conspicuously. He helped 
others to official positions, but business 
obligations kept him from holding public 
office himself. He prospered at law: was 
for ten years a director of the Wilkes-Barre 
Water Company and Kingston Passenger 
Railway, and was interested in banking and 
promoting many other important enter
prises. In 1871 he was commissioned aide
de-camp with the rank of Major, on the 
staff of Genl. E. S. Osborn of the Pennsyl
vania National Guard. He served in that 
capacity ten year~, and took an active part 
in suppressing the riots at Scranton in 1871, 
at the Susquehanna Depot in 1877, and at 
Hazleton in 1878. Major Espy came to St. 
Paul in 1879. Admitted to the Ramsey 
Connty bar, he for a time occupied the 
same office with Hon. Hiram F. Steven:-:. 
Soon after coming here he was made secre
tary of the State Central Committee; this 
was during the B!aine and Logan campaign, 
when Minnesota gave the largest Republi
can majority ever po1led in the sb,te, 
Nelson's excep·red. While he ~till condnds 
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an office practice, his large investments and 
property holdings•-8ocnpy:,most of his time. 
He has done a great dea:l wr St. Paul. He 
built and owns the well known Espy block 
on Fifth street,, and has •also erected many 
buildings in other parts of the city and is 
interestedjn the.beautiful White Bear towns 
of Mahtomedi and Wildwood-one of the 
loveliest resorts in the Northwest. He is 
public spirited and large-hearted. A mem
ber of the Episcopal Church; he is also a 
director of th.e Chamber of Commerce, a 
member of the Grand Army of the Republic. 
Always an active G. A. R. man; he was dele
gate from Minnesota to the twenty-eighth 
annual encampment at Pittsburg, and 
worked hard to secure the 1895 encampment 
for his home city. He was also a member 
of the local committee that went to Louis
ville in 1895 and secured the thirtieth 
national encampment for St. Paul in 1896. 
During that encampment the major exerted 
his energies to the utmost. He suggested 
the "living flag," composed of 2,200 children, 
and saw that his grand design was carried 
to a magnificiently successful conclusion. 
Major Espy's whole life bespeaks the man. 
Respect has followed him · all through the 
years. Here in St. Paul, no ma,n has been 
held in higher esteem. He and his esti
mable wife have four children: .John B., 
Lila Wood, MaurlP M., an artist of great 
promise, who d. Aug.12, 1903, and Olin, who 
was a member of the 13th. Minn. Vol. Inft., 
in the S.panish American War, and was with 
his Regiment in the Philippines, and their 
elegant home at No. 74- Summit Ave., is the 
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center of a large circle of friends and much 
graceful hospitality. There the Major will 
doubtless spend the remaining ylilars of bis 
busy and useful life. Although past the 
half century mark, he is still strong and 
active and manifests no sign of lessening 
interest in the development of his chosen 
field of labor. To a man of his tempera
ment, there can be no period to his career 
until its final close. 

u. Theodore, b. Nov. 5, 1844; resides in 
Towanda, Pa.; m. Feb. 25, 1873, Mary C. 
Schoonover, b. March 8, 1844, in Stillwater, 
N. J. Mr. Espy was a member of the 41st. 
Regt. Pa. Vol. Inft., during the Civil War. 
His children are: 1. Mary Lines, 2. Bertha 
B., 3. Carrie L. 

111. Barnett Miller, b. May 16, 1846; is a lawyer 
by profession, of Wilkes-Barre, Pa., and Sec
retary and Treasurer of the Wilkes-Barre 
Water Co.; m. Sept. 23, 1873, Caroline Wood, 
b. 1847, daughter of Abraham Wood and 
Caroline Bowers; he was a member of the 
41st. Regt. Pa. Vol. Inft. in the Civil War. 
Their children are: 1. Blanche TVood, 2. 
Ri'.dgeu:ay B01rers, /1. Brure .Mifler, 4. Charles 
Wood. 

11•. Fmnk, b. Dec. 19, 1848: m. Effie F. Harding, 
b. Nov. 2, 1851, of Herrick Center, Pa., 
where they reside, and had issue: Ja111es 
BJtron, b. Jan. 26, 1873. 

r. Edll'ard Inmrm, b. July 23, 1852; d. 1898; m. 
Fannie Maltby of Keokuk, Iowa, and had 
issue: 1. Ralph Ed,rard, 2. Harolrl 1.lfallby, 
m. Florence --, an actress from whotn he 
is divorced. 

1''1. Minnie M., b. Oct. 29, 1859; m. Charles R. 
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Wood, b. Oct. 11, 1854, and had issue: 1. 
Stanley V., 2. Christine. 

XVII. FANNIE EsPY, daµghter ot:J,Qhn and Lovina 
Inman Espy, was b. March 21, 1813; 4. Nov. 1, 1881; m. 
Abram Line, b. Nov. 28, 1811,.and ha.d issue: 

1. Fl'ances, b. May 1888; m. Wm. H. Lueder. 
11. Lovina, b. Oct. 5, 1889; m. W. S. Smythe. 

iii. Annette C., b. Sept. 27, 1842; m. C. D. Wells. 
tr. Ai,gusta, b. June 7, 1844; m. C. W. Hollen

back. 
v. Ed1rnnl Espy, b. Jan. 29, 1850; m. Rosa 

Moyer. 

XVIII. JoHN EsPY, son of John and Ann Scott 
Espy, was b. Sept. 22, 1815; d. Dec. 15, 1873; m. Mary 
Turton, May 8, 1839, Rev. William Hawley, Rector of 
St. John's Church, officiating. 'l'hey had issue: 

1. Elizct Ann, b. Feb. 4, 1840; d. Aug. 22, 1859. 
II. Jlal'gal"et .J., b. May 2, i841. 

111. JJa,-y E., b. Dec. 1, 1844; d. Dec. 16, 1845. 
II'. Henl'y Clay, b. Sept. 30, 1842; m. Mary E. 

Bridget, Jan. 15, 1863, and their children 
are: 1. John, 2. Alice, 3. Louis, 4. Elmer, 
:3. Ed1carcl, 6. Mabel. 

c. Frrdinancl, b. Aug. 4, 1846.; m. Adeline E. 
Ayton, daughter of Richard and Mary 
Ayton, July 10, 1867, and had: 1. Margaret 
.J., .2. Adeline C. 

o. Jolin A,lrrn1s Blake, b. Aug. 21, 1848; m. Ella 
Ayton, Dec. 9, 1869; had children: 1. 
('Iara, 2. Mary, 8. Ella, 4. Peta, 5. FPl'di
i1ru//l. 

r11. Willia111 .Joseph Bo11lauge1·, b. Oct. 28, 1852; 
d. July 6, 1865. 

XIX. CATHERINE L. EsPY, daughter of 'fhomas 
Huling and Elizabeth Wilson Espy, was b. Nov. 23, 

1846: m. ,John A. Knight, June 9, 1864; he 
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d. Feb. 15, 1876. They had issue: 
1. Martha E., b. April 24, 1865; m. Marshall 

Wells, Sept. 27, 1883, and has: 1 . .lamPs S., 
2. Tou-nsend. 

11. .James W., b. Dec. 27, 1868; m. Annie Gale, 
March 8, 1892; residence, San Bernardino, 
Cal. They had issue: 1. .John, 2. Eley, .'3. 
James Espy, 4. Gertmde. 

111. John Kemper, b. June 29, 1874; unmarried; 
residence, Riverside, Cal. 

XX. 1IENRY CLAY EsPY, son of Thomas Huling 
and Elizabeth Wilson Espy, was b. Feb. 11, 1849; 111. 

Rowena Marley, April 1872; he d. Jan 28, 1893; Mrs. 
Espy resides at Van Horn, El Paso County, Texas. They 
had issue: 

1:. James A., b. Jan. 11, 1873; unmarried. 
11. Lena E., b. March 20, 1874; m. Walter S. 

Miller, Dec. 30, 1891, and has Espy Millrr; 
residence, Pecos, Texas. 

m. Josiah TV., b. Aug. 1, 1877; unmarried. 
'ir. Kate Allender, b. Feb. 5, 1879; m. 0. Z. Fin

ley, Sept. 9, 1876; residence, Marfa, Texas. 
v. Mary Sargent, b. Dec. 26, 1881; m. Lee Prude, 

Dec. 6, 1896; had James Chandler, aged 2 
years; residence, Van Horn, Texas. 

n. Robert Henry, b. Nov. 26, 1886; unmarried. 
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Family Spelling the Name Espey. 

I. HuoH EsPY, son of John and Jean Morehead 
· Espy of County Down, Ireland, m. Mary Stewart of 

County Londonderry, where he settled. He came to 
America some time after the Revolution bringing all 
his family, except William and Hugh, who had emi
grated to this country some years earlier. He embark
ed with his family on the "Faithful Stewart," and on 
the Maryland coast in sight of land, the ship was 
wrecked, during the night. All this family were lost 
except John, James and one sister, who died next day 
from fright and exposure. James was injured and left 
a cripple for life. The surviving children of Hugh 
Espy were: 

2. I, 

3. II. 

4. Ill. 

lVillimn. 
Hn,qh. 
.Jolt 11. 

5. i 1·. .To mes. 

II. WILLIAM ESPY, son of Hugh and Mary Stewart 
Espy, came to America early in 1774, bringing with him 
a "church letter" which is here attached. 

COPY OF CHURCH LETT ER. 
We whose names are hereunto subscribed do 
hereby Certifie that William Easpy son of Hugh 
Easpy of Tuburnmore in the Parish of Kileron
sban in the County of Londonderry Ireland is 
a N afrve of said Parish and during his Resi
dence has behaved himself Soberly Honestly 
and innofensively has enjoyed the happings of 
a fair and unblemished Character clear of Scan
dal or any imputation thereof and has Received 
the benefits of Communion with us is now 
bound for America may be admitted into any 
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Christian Sosciety where Divine Providence 
may order his Lot Certified by us at Tubernmore 
the 20th Day of May 1774 

( J AS w HITSIDE P. M. 
) JNO MADON C 
( SAML SINELERY L 

JOHN K1NNERY I Stew 
Tnos JACKSON \ 
WM HoPKINSON Clerk 

The above copy is made without changing the 
spelling, or capitalization. I wish the writing could also 
be reproduced as it is in a fine clerical hand with the 
letters well connected and indicates erudition and 
character. The signatures may vary a few letters from 
the way they are copied as they have grown indistinct 
with age. The name of the place Tubernmore or 
Tuburnmore is spelled two ways. The names are 
bracketed together in the origmal as here indicated. 
This letter is owned by Dr. John R. Espey of 
Trinidad, Colorado. ·William Espy served in the 
Revolution, family tradition says, as a scout in the army 
under Genl. Knox. However, that may be, he certainly 
carried a sword which is now owned by Hugh Espey of 
Rising Sun, Ind. Proof of his service is found in Vol. 
13, Second Series, page 66, Archives of Pennsylvania, 
unclassified soldiers, and the name is spelled Espy. For 
some reason now unknown, this family has made Espry 
their choice in spelling the name, supposedly to dis
tinguish them from others in the same county. After 
peace was proclaimed, Wm. Espy settled in Fayette, 
county, Pa., where he owned a large tract of laud about 
forty Ii1iles east of Pittsburg; there he lived and died, 
in 1813. Hem. Margaret Hemphill, of whose parentage 
nothing is known as she and a younger sister, Jsg.belh, 
were found when they were very young, hidden in the 
woods near the smoking ruin of a house that the 
Indians had burned after killing all others in the family. 
They had issue: 
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6. 1. Hugh, m. Nancy Gant. 
11. Isabella, b. June 9, 1798; d. Aug. 6, 1864; m. 

Samuel Jelly in Pennsylvania, and came to 
Indiana in 1816, where she died. Her 
children were: 1. William E., 2. Margaret 
H.; m. and:had five children; 3. James S.; 
m. and had two children; 4. Hugh E., 5. 
Robert E., 6. Mary, 7. Sam-uel. 

7. 111. Robert, b. June 9, 1798; m. Eliza Smith. 
11·. Mary, b. 1796; m. William Lytle, and had 

children: 1. TYilliam, lives in Iowa, 2. 
IsahPlla, 3. Thomas. 

III. H uGrr EsPEY, son of Hugh and Mary Stewart 
Espy, was b. in Londonderry, freland, and came to 
America in 1777. Settled first in Philadelphia and went 
with his brnther ·william, to meet the "Faithful 
Steward." He is said to have served in the Revolution, 
but so far I have not been able to find proof of this fact, 
which is no sign that he failed to serve. After the war 
he settled in 1iVestmorland County, Pa., where he d. 
Dec. 14, 1831, and where some of his descendants still 
live. Hem. first, lsabella Black, by whom he had the 
following children: 

1. Pegqy, b. 1795; m. John McMullen, and had: 
1. Eli.zabeih, m. Rev. D. H. Pollock and had, 
J.lfrs. ElizabPfh Shencood; 2 . .llfw·y A., m. 
J. C. Core, and had a son, John llf., an attor
ney of Uniontown, Pa.; .'J. James Espey, m. 
l,liss Bute. 

8. 11. l!11_rjh, h. 1797; m. Sa.rah Jane Ewing. 
111. Wiliirnu, b. 1800; m. Miss Cunningham and 

hac~: 1. Hu,r;li, whose son, Harry H., was 
p1-i-rnte in Co. H. 18th. Regt. Pa. Vols. 
Spani8h-American War; 2. Nerney, 3. Mar
-~al'ei. 

1r. Isabella, b. 1803; m. Mathew Cooley and d. 
childless. 
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Hugh Espey m. secondly, Margaret Walker, who d. 
May 6, 1854, and had: 

v. James, b. April 2, 1812; d. Feb. 22, 1831. 
9. vi. Walker, b. Aug. 4, 1814; m. E. S. Torrence. 

IV. JOHN EsPEY, son of Hugh and Mary Stewart 
Espy, was b. in Ireland and saved from the wreck of the 
"Faithful Steward"; m. and settled near Ripley, Brown 
County, Ohio, where he died. His children were: 

1. David. 
11. lVilliam. 

iu. Robert, d. 1856; m. and had: 1. Jlfargaret, b. 
1810, never m.; 2. A son b. 1815; d. unmar
ried aged 75 years; 3. John, b. 1820; still 
living at Eureka Springs, Ark., unmarried; 
4. A daughter, b. 1825, who m. Mr. Crozier 
and had one child, Dr. John EspPy Crozier, 
b. 1845, at Lee's Summit, Mo. Is an elder 
in the 0. S. Presbyterian Church; residence, 
Eureka Springs, Ark. 

,r. Belle or lsrtbello. 
v. Martha. 

V. JAMES EsPEY, son of Hugh and Mary Stewart 
Espey, was b. in Ireland and saved a cripple, from the 
wreck of the "Faithful Steward; m. Miss McLean, a 
native of Scotland; settled on a farm in Brown County 
0. He was drowned in 1813, while trying to save his 
cattle during a "rise" of the Ohio River. His children 
were: 

1. Dr. James; killed by lightning in Cham
paign County, Ill.; was a very successful 
physician of the pioneer days; married and 
left a son, John E., who invented "Espey's 
Fragrant Cream;" m. and has daughter, 
Georgia, and possibly other children, resid
ing in Bloomington, Ill. 

11. A son, name not given, b. three months 
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after the father died; m. and had the follow
ing children: 1. Mrs. Ncmcy Krans, Tolono, 
Ill.; 2. Mrs. Sarah Great;;,., Tolono, Ill.; 3. 
IV. W. Espey, a wealthy manufac.fairer of 
Portland, Ore., whose children are: 1. 
Ed 1rard L., who became an artist, studied 
in Paris for six years and his work carried 
off the gold medal at the second Paris Ex
position; d. unmarried. 2. Elmer E., who 
lives in Colorado; unmarried. 3. Williani 
Grant, m. Lena--and has son, and daugh
ter, Flol'ence; residence, San Francisco, Cal. 
4. Mrs. TVacle Hampton, Tacoma Wash.; 5. 
Mrs. Henry Miner, Portland, Ore. 

VI. Huon EsPEY, son of William and Margaret 
Hemphill Espey, was b. Dec. 5, 1786, in Fayette County, 
Pa. Settled in Rising Sun, Ind., in 1816, where he 
owned a large amount of land and carried on a flour 
mill; m. April 12, 1810, Nancy Gant, (b. Jan. 9, 1792; d. 
1868); was an elder in the Presbyterian church and 
:Major of State Militia; d. in 1870. His children were: 

,. lVilliam, b. June 11, 1811; m. and had: 1. 
John, killed in Civil War; 2. Henry, d. in 
Missouri; unmarried. 3. Mrs. Mary Cooper, 
Omaha, Neb. 

11. .Mary Ann, b. Dec. 27, 1819; m. John P. 
Stewart, May 13, 1841; had children. 

11. 111. H11gl1 S'te1cart, b. July 9, 1822; m. A. Haines. 
, r. Ja111es, b. Dec. 2, 1817; had one child. 
v. RobPrf, b. March 31, 1825; m. Jan. 1854, Mary 

( '.. Young; d. in California; left no children. 
c1. Jfr1rgaret, b. June 27, 1827; m. William 

Greer, Feb. 14, 1854; resides in California. 
r11. Eliza .I., b. Jan. 2, 1831; m. E. Helm, Oct. 18, 

1851; lives in Kentucky. 
c111. A_qnPs, b. Oct. 27, 1835; m. David B. Moore, 

Sept 2, 1856: lives in Indiana. 
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ix. Isabella, b. Aug. 27, 1829; unmarried; lives at 
Dublin, Ind. 

VII. RoBERT EsPEY, son of William and Margaret 
Hemphill Espey, was b. June 9, 1793; d. Aug. 6, 1864; m. 
Eliza Smith, in Fayette County, Pa.; shed. in 1864, and 
they are both buried at Georgetown, 0. They had issue: 

i. William, b. Aug. 3, 1821; m. but has no 
children. 

n Smith, b. 1823; d. in Illinois. 
iii.. Hugh, b. 1827; was Capt. Second Ind. Bat

tery in Civil War; m. and d. childless. 
iv. Ellen, b. 1829; d. in Ohio. 
v. Margaret, b. 1831; lives in Rising Sun, Ind. 

vi. David, b. 1833. 
vii. George, b. 1835. 

VIII. HuGH EsPEY, son of Hugh and Isabella Black 
Espey, was b. 1797; m. Sarah Jane Ewing; d. Feb. 25, 
1852; was a farmer of Westmorland County, Pa. Prof. 
James Espy is known to have visited frequently at this 
home and claimed cousin-ship in some degree, not cer
tainly known how near, with Hugh. This family were 
brought up strictly in the Presbyterian faith. 'l'he chil
dren were: 

i. Rebecca M,; d Oct. 1875. 
u. George, d. in infancy. 

1n. George Ewing, d. in youth. 
·iv. William, d. in youth. 
v. Hugh, d. in youth. 

m. SamuPl A., m. Sarah Ellen Morton and had 
children: 1. Clara Ewing, 2. John Morton. 
Prof. Espey is Principal of Fourth Ward 
School, No. 1, Allegheny, Pa. He is a 
talented man and values moral worth and 
intellect far above riches. 

IX. WALKER EsPEY, son of Hugh and Margaret 
Walker Espey, was b. Aug. 4, 1814; m. Dec. 14, 1836, 
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Elizabeth S. Torrence, b. 1808; d. Sept. 14, 1888. Their 
children were: 

i. James, b. Feb. 24:, 1840; 'd,rl:lnmarried. 
ii. Margaret TValker, b. March 2, 184-2. 

iii. Mary Jane, b. March 28, 1844. 
iv. Richard Gailey, b. June 12, 1846; m. Addie 

H. Crowl, Dec. 26,, 1871; lives a.t Galva, Ill. 
Has children: 1. Charles Walker, b. Ja.n. 
25; 1873; 2. Robert Earle, b. Apiil SO, 1875; 
3. Ethel Elizabeth, b. Nov. 24, 1878; 4. Les
lie Gailey, 6. Florence M. 

'l'. Isabella Colby, b. Aug. 18, 1848. 

X. DAVID EsPEY, son of John and Elizabeth Mc
Illheny Espey, was b. in Brown· county, Ohio. All we 
know of him is that he m. and had children, some of 
whom are: 

i. 11{rs. Martha J. Ward of Dayton, Ohio. 
12. 11. Samuel Mcllllieny; m. Mary E. Carpenter. 

ni. Harvey J., b. 1838 in Ripley, Ohio; settled 
at Napoleon, Indiana; m.; h-ad children: H. 
Hem·y and Clara by his first wife; m. again 
and had son b. three months after his 
father's death; named David A. Harvey J. 
Espey was Col. 68th. Indiana Vol. Inft. in 
Civil war and d. in Leavenworth, Kansas in 
1866 from effect of wounds received in 
the service. 

XI. Hoon STEWART EsPEY, son of Hugh and 
Nancy Gant Espey, was b. July 9, 1822; d. March, 1895; 
m. Abigail Haines and bad: 

1. Prnnlc, Rising Sun, Ind. 
11. Hugh, Rising Suu, Ind. 

1t1. John Robert, b. 1864; m. Gertrude Harris 
and has children: 1. Gertrude, b. Dec. 15, 
1899; 2. Abegail Ruth, b. Oct. 18, 1902. Mr. 
Espey is a physician of Trinidad, Colo. 

There were three other sons and two daughters 
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born to Hugh and Abigail Haines Espey, but I have not 
been able to hear from them, or of them. 

XII. SAMUEL MolLLHENY ESPEY, son of David and 
Sarah E. Mcillheny Espey, was b. Jan. 27, 1836, at Ripley, 
Ohio; m. Mary E. Carpenter, b. July 10, 1840; \daughter 
of Samuel and Diana Evans Carpenter, of Aberdeen, 
Ohio.) Oct. 29, 1863; d. Jan. 15, 1889; was commissioned 
Aug. 15, 1861, 1st. Lieut. Co. F, 1st. Regt. Ohio Vol. 
Light Artillery; resigned on account of poor health: en
listed again as Capt. 2nd. Battery, Ohio N. G., Oct., 1864, 
who were guarding prisoners of war at Johnson's Island, 
Lake Erie; was Post Master at Windom, Minn. from 
1871 to 1881; Auditor of Cottonwood county, Minn., 
from 1873 to 1888. Had issue: 

1. llfiuniP Sherman, b. Aug. 31, 1864; m. Wm. 
A. Cook April 15, 1886, and had: 1. Orl'f
rude, 2. B1tl'dette EspPy, 3. Wm. Ricl1rm1, 4. 
Frank Alfred. , 

11. Mal'y Gould, b. Oct. 19, 1866; d. June 9, 1895. 
111. Jessie Bell, b. Oct. I, 1869; employed by the 

Government in Washington, D. C. 
11'. Richard, b. Sept. 7, 1874; enlisted as a pri

vate in 1st. Dist. of Columbia Vol. Iuft. 
May, 1898; was at the siege and surrender 
of Santiago de Cuba. 

r. Emolyn Cal'pnder, b. Oct. 5, 1876. 
v1. Frances B., b. July 18, 1878. 

c11. Samud Dnrid, b. May 13, 1880; d. Maach 28, 
1882. 

n11. Louisl:', b. April 15, 1882. 
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