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GENEALOGICAL NOTES ON THE DUNNING FAMILY 
IN AMERICA 

The earliest mention of the name Dunning seems to be by the Bishop 
of Nelson, in his Life of Walter de Merton, p. 34, who says that "probably 
in the year 1269, he purchased the Norman M ansion(the present Pythagoras 
House, Cambridge), together with the estate of the Dunnings, who had 
held it from Conquest." · · 

Bardsley's Dictionary o'f English and Welsh surnames, gives the 
following: 

DUNNING, DOWNING.- the names Dt1nning, Dunnig (pronounced 
Dunning) and Dunnigs, occur as personal names in the "Hundreds Rolls" 
(1273): 

,John Dounynne ( I Edward III. Kirby's Quest for Somerset). 
John Dunnyng ( I Edward III. Kirby's Quest for Somerset). 
Johannes Dunning, 1379 (Yorkshire Poll tax). 
Alicia J)owning, 1379 (Yorkshire Poll tax). 
Johannes pownnyng, 1379 (Y: orkshire Poll tax). 
Hervey- DunniBg, 1273 (County Cambridge). 
Richard Duning, 1273 (County Qxford). . 
.John Dunning or Downing, sheriff of Norwich, 1432. 
It seems probable that the Dunning family existed in Englarid from a 

very early period and that men of the name scattered out over the Rritish 
Isles and founded fa1nilies whose relationship to each other cannot, at this 
late date, be definitely determined. · Early in the reign of the later Stuarts, 
a family of Dunnings JJved in Walkhampton, Devonshire, on the western 
edge of Dartmoor, from which arose the celebrated lawyer and parliamen
tarian, John Dunning, who beca1ne Solicitor-General of England · and was 
created Baron Ashburton, Apr. 8, 1182. There is no evide1tce that any of 
the American Dunnings were directly related to this family, which wa.s·of 
the gentleman or landed class. At tbe same time, a number of families 
named Dunning, of the yeon1a.n class, lived about 20 miles northeast from 
Walkhampton, and across Dartmoor, at Throwleigh and and South Tawton. 
As it is probable that several or the early Dunning immigrants to America 

. were of the famiHes from this vicinity, a description of these towns from 
the Devon Directory of 1889, is given below: . 

SOUTH TA WTON, 4 n1i. s. e. Sampford .Courtenay Sta; 4 mi. e. 
Okeha1npton, SW. Ry. In St. Andrew's church, the stained glass window 
is a me1norial to Richard Dunning, d. 1871, ae. 102. The record of baptisms 
dates from 1540; of marriages and burials fron1 1558. One of the 7 "princi
pal land owners" named is Richard Dunning of Barton, Throwleigh, res
ident; Richard Dunning, far1ner, Week. 

THROWLEIGH, 7 mi. s. e. Okehampton~ St. Mary's church has a 
memorial window to the Dunnings of Barton. Register of baptisms be
gins 1653; of marriages 1654. Chief land' owners, James Dunning. Esq. 
(Lord of the Manor), Wonston; Richard Dunning, Barton; Trust~es of the 



late Wm. Dunning, Way; and 3· others. Private residents, Mrs. Dunning, 
Way; Richard Dunning, Barton; fanners, Tho1nas and .Ja1nes Dunnh~g. 
Ash; yeomen, James Dunning, Wonston, Richard Dunning, Barton; area, 
1884 acres; population, 317. 

WINKLEIGH, 5 mi. n. w. North Tawton Sta. The Misses Dunning, 
Townsend Cottage; Mrs. Dunning, Hilliers; Mrs. Dunning, Townsend 
House; Richard Dunning. Baptisms registered since 1585; marriages and 
·burials since 1569. 

The prevaling opinion among those who have studied the early n1en
tion of Dunnings in America, seems to be that the earliest im1nigrants of 
that name came from Devon, England, and that they were probably of the 
class called Yeomen. Nothing .authentic exists 'to show that these early 
Dunning immigrants were in any way related and hence, in considering 
the families founded by each on this continent, they are usi1al1y classified 
as distinct brai'1ches. While it is not here pretended tl1at an exhaustive 
investigation and examination of records has been made, it .is assumed on 
very reliable information that the following is about all we are ever likely 
to know concerning the early Dunning im1nigrants to America: 

JONATHAN DUNNING (alias Singletary);-At tbe first settlement 
~f Killingworth, Conn. (the part of the town now called Clinton), Jonathan 
Dunning drew the lot of land next to the parsonage.· He had daughters 
born there in 1666 and 1668; was a soldier in an Indian war of 1676; and 
about 1682 is 1nentioned by Cotton :Mather as one of a band of "Ranting 
Quakers" who pretended to perfor1n miracles. In s01ne of the records he 
is styled "Singletary" and the same n1an has apparently been traced in a 
family of Singletarys in Haverhill, Mass. No connection see1ns to have 
been established between him and anY, of the later Dunning families in 
New England. 

HICKS DUNNING;-Sarah (dau. of Tho1nas Joy, who came to Hing
hatn, '.\lass., 1638), 1narried in-164-8, Hicks Dunning, and to the1n was born, 
Mar. 31, 1672 a son Ed111ond, but no descendants have ever been recorded. 
Joy's will calls hitn Dunham or Denham. 

ANDREW DUNNING;-Said to have been born in Devonshire, Eng: 
m. Susan Bond in Eng·land; came to America from Devon, Eng., in 1717; 
with 5 sons, landing at a place now called Georgetown, Me., near the 
mouth of the Kennebec river; blacks1nith by trade; soldier in Capt. John 
Giles' Co., in the Indian war of 1723-24; subsequently moved to Brunswick, 
l\ie., and built a house at Maquoit; d. Jan. 18, 1736, aged 72, and is buried 
in Brunswick Old Burying Ground; descendants served in the Rev. _War; 
many descendants today; for records apply to M. B. Dunning, M. D., Bed
ford; Iowa. 

SAMUEL DUNNING~-Born in England; mune to America early in 
life and settled in Kent Co. Del., near the present site of Dover; his youn
ger brother Thomas, and sisters Deborah and Martha ca1ue to this country 
with him but died without issue. Samuel 111. Tamar Wilson and died in 
l{ent_Co. Del., about 1734, aged 70. He is said to have had 7. children. Rec-



ords of descendants of his son William, may be had from M. B. Dunning't 
M. D., Bedford, Iowa,. 

SOUTHERN DUNNINGS:-In the summer of 1730, a '1Vm. Dunning 
was Speal{er of the South Carolina Legislature. In 1780, "James Dunning 
of Charleston S. C., was an _Addresser of Sir Henry Clinton." Clinton cap
tured Charleston early in 1780, and it was for the most part loya], and these 
"Addressers" were doubtless Loyalists, though Clinton paroled them. 
During the Revolution, among some Loyalists who were captured in North 
Carolina, was one, Ensign John Dunning (named also as Denning and 
Downing). The Co]onial and State Records of North Ca.rolina, Vol. xi, p. 
486, say that he was captured at Moore's Creek lfeb. 27, 1776, with a great 
many others, near1y all Scotch Highlanders, who had been settled in N. C. 
after the defeat of the Young Pretender at Culloden, and were still coming 
to N. C. as late as 1775. In a report of a Com1nittee of the N. C.- Congress 
on the prisoners, it is set forth ''that .John Downing did actually take up 
arms and go to war as an Ensign to Capt. Seymour Yorke's Co; that he is 
a freeholder in Guilford and Orange Counties and Ii ves in Guilford Co." 
In 1816, a Judge Wm. Dunning (b. 1794 in Guilford, N. C.) moved from 
Guilford, N. C., to Tennesee, and from thence, in 1822, to Bloomington, 
Ind., in company with three of his brothers, John, Tho1nas and Paris Chip
man. Wm. Dunning was Judge of Buchanan Co. Ind., 1844-1862, and d. 
1879; John Dunning settled in Iowa~ Thomas Dunning settled in Illinois; 
Paris Chipman Dunning, who is mentioned by Gen. Lew Wallace as being 
a sutler in the Mexican War, was elected Lieut-Governor. 9f Indiana with 
Gov. Wl1itcomb in 1846; and on Gov. Whitcomb's election to the U. S. Sen
ate in 1848, filled out the term, 1848-49, as Governor of the State. Sufficient 
investigation has neve1" been made to determine the exact connection of 
these different fa1nilies. Some of those who were Loyalists in 1776, may 
have fought on the other side at the battle of Guilford Court House in 1781. 
Descendants of J·udge Win. Dunning say that his grandfather and two of 
his uncles were killed in the Revolutionary war at the battle of Guilford 
C.H. Records of the descendants of Judge Wm. Dunning may be had from 
M. B. Dunning, M.- D., Bedford, Iowa. 

ABIJ AH DUNNING~-ca1ne to America as a young man; m. 1763 in 
Salem, l\'.lass., to Elizabeth Gregory (b. June 4, 1842; d. May 2, 1820); moved 
1773-74 tp Springfield, Mass.; thence in 1790 to St. Johns, Canada, with 4 
sons and one daughter; thence in 1792 to Montreal; thence in 1801 to Cum
berland; Ont., and 'later to Longueil, Treadwell's Seignory, a few 1niles 
south of L'Origina1, Canada, where he d. Dec. 18, 1800, aged 75; n1onument 
in ol_d Protestant-Burying Grou~d at the lfour Corners. l\Iost of his descend
ants in Canada today. Records and ~fine ·Memoir of Abijah·and his sons 
may. be had from M. B. Dunning, M. D., Bedford, Iowa. 

THEOPHILUS DUNN ING;-(s01nethnes named as Downing and 
called "the fisher1nan"), had land granted hhn in Salem, Mass., 1642; had 
a son Theophilus, bapt. Mar. 13, 1642; dau. Ann (or Hannah) bapt. Sept. 8, 
1644; and son Benja1nin bapt .. Tan. 17, 164 7, all in Salem, Mass. Nothing fur-



ther is known of Theophilus, but i_n the Town Reports of Boston Record 
C01nmissioners is found mention of a Benja1nin l>unning, who, we assume, 
later moved to Long Island, where a Benjamin Dunning is mentioned at 
Newtown and Jamaica, L. I., in 1699, and again as late as 1708, when he is 
named as the father of Hannah Dunning who 1n. Isaac Hurd in Stratford, 
Conn., May 11, 1708. 

orHER DUNNINGS;-From Hanna, "The Wilderness Trail", VoL 
II., 331, in a. list of Indian traders is given the following: "James Dunning 
(sometimes incorrectly written as P.enning, Demming, Denny, Dinnen, etc.) 
a trader at Allegheny 1734 to 1754; licensed in 1744 (Denning); robbed by 
Peter Chartier and the Shawnees at Allegheny, Apr 18, 1745; an unlicensed 
trader in 174 7 (Denny) and in 1748; one of Forbe's and Bouquet's guides in 
175S"; also, ''Robert Dunning (and Donegal), trader in 1730, residence in 
what is now Carlisle, Pa." 

The above comprise about all the Dunnings in America of early men
tion, but that there were later immigrants of the name in the U. S., 
is well known, these being mostly of -Irish origin. The main branches of 
the family in America today, however, are the following: 

MAINE DUNNINGS, from Andrew Dunning who came to Maine in 
1717 . 

. DELA WARE DUNNINGS, from Samuel Dunning who d. 1734- in Kent 
Co., Delaware. 

SOUTH:ERN DUNNINGS, from the family originating at Guilford, 
N. C. 

ABIJAH DUNNING family, mostly in Canada. . 
FAIRFIELD COUNTY, CONN., DUNNINGS, from Benjamin and 

John Dunning who first appeared at Stratford, Conn., about 1700. 
ORANGE COUNTY, N. Y., DUNNINGS, from Michael Dunning 

who in. 1710 in Ja1naica, L. I., and was of the pa,rty which foun.ded 
Goshen, Orange Co., N. Y. in 1719; supposed to be a. brother of Ben
jamin and John. 

Modern descendants are fair1y numerous from all the main branches 
but the best classified f~.milies of record are the Fail'field Co., Conn., Dun
nings and the Orange Co:, N. Y~, Dunnings. These families are presumed 
to be descended from Theophilus Dunning, the Englisll immigrant, grant
ed land in Salem, Mass., 16-12, and who probab]y lived and died ~here. 
Theophilus is therefore assumed to be the head of the fa1nily and is men
tioned in these records as "Theop t ". 

As· no further mention is found of Theophilus, Sr., or of his son Theo
philus, we feel justified in further assuming that the younger son, Ben
jamin, bapt. Jan. Ii, 1647, in Salem, Mass., on reaching adult years located 
in Boston, Mass., and in support of this assumption we find in the Town 
Reports of the Boston Record Commissioners, the fol1owing mention: 
"Benja1nin, son of Benjamin and Mary Dunning, born in Boston, Mar. 3, 
1679. _ Benjamin Dunning was a taxpayer in Boston in 1681 a·nd · 1685; h~ 
was elected Sea]er of Leather, Mar. 12, 1682, and a tything 1nan in Capt. 

t 



Turill's Company-, Apr. 30, 1684." To connect the Benjamin Dunning of 
Boston with a Benja.n1in Dunning mentioned in records at Newtown and 
Ja1naica, L. I., in 1699 and later, see1ns a rather long step, but the fact 
that two brothers, Benjamin and John Dunning, appeared at Stratford, 
Conn. (just across from Long Island) about 1700, and were baptized togeth
er (as adults) May 30, 1103, in Stratfield church, (now 1st Church of 
Bridgeport, Ct.), lends a very decided probability to the assumption that 
the Benjamin Dunning of Boston moved to Long Island where his family 
grew up. In 1708, Benjan1in Dunning, of Jamaica, L. I., is named as the 
father of Hannah Dunning who m. Isaac Hurd in Stratford, Conn; and 
Benja1nin and John Dunning who carrie to Stratford, Conn., about 1700, 
were very likely l1is sons, 'as was probably Michael Dunning who· m. 1710 in 
Ja1naica, L. I., and who was of the party which founded Goshen, Orange 
Co., N. Y., in 1719. We therefore place Benjamin l)unning, bapt .• Jan. 17, 
1647, in Sale1n, Mass., named in Boston records and later in records of 
Jamail~a, L. I., as second in the line of descent, and refer to him as 
"Benj 2''. · 

In explanation of the curious fact that the brothers, Benjamin and 
John Dunning, who came to Stratford, Conn., about 1700, were not bap
tized until they were adults, we submit the following report on the condi
tion of Long Island from 1638 to 1700; contributed by S.- Wright Dunning: 

"The first settlers, 1638, were Dutch. It was nearly depopulated by an 
Indian rising in 1643. A colony from Connecticut ca1ne in 1652, under a 
charter from Go,·. Stuyvesant and called the place -where they settled 
Middlebury. When the English first took posession, they professed alleg
iance to Con11ecticut, whither nearly the whole colony had gone in 1643 
because of the Indians.·- After the establish1nent of English rule in 1664, 
it was named New Towne. When the Dutch resumed possession in 1673, 
only 23 out of 99 male adults took the oath of allegiance. Rev. Francis 
Doughty, who, with associates, claimed 13,332 acres of land in Newtown, 
was n1a.de 1ninister of Fh,shing (adjoining Newtown) by Gov. Stuyvesant. 
He was an Englislunan, banished froni Massachusetts for his views on bap
tisn1. He went first to. Long Island in 1642 and went with the Quakers in 
1656. In l 702 the Governor attempted to establish a.n Episcopal minister 
in a parish including .Ja1naica, Newtown and Flushing. Wm. Urquhart, 
rector fr01n 1704 to 170H, said that '1nost of the inhabitants are Quakers 
who roa1n through the country fron1 one village to another, talk blash
phe1ny, conupt the youth and do 1nuch 1nischief.' If Benjan1in Dunning 
were one of these it would explain why his sons were unbaptized until they 
becan1e adults." . . 

In a pt1blication called the r.rown Records of J a1naica, L. I., from 1656 
to 1748, Vol. I., p. 143, it is mentioned that '~Daniell Downing, in Mar. 
1693, sold a brown horse to .John Harreson of Jamaica." ]from the same 
source, Vol. III., p. 133, a deed was made by John Foster to ,John 1\lessin
ge1·, one of the witnesses of which was "Machel Duning."' The date of 
this deed is May 20, 1714, and the witness referred to doubtless was Michael 
Dunning who ,vas of the party which founded Goshen, Orange Co., N. Y., 



in 1719. From another source, aBenj. Downing of Hempstead, L. I., (ad
joining Jamaica.), Apr. 28, 1755, had one fe1nale slave.-" 

We have now reached a point where it is necessary to divide the- family 
we are considering into 3 main divisions, these divisions being founded by 
the 3 sons of Benjamin Dunning of Jamaica, L. I. The given names in 
the families of these brothers are quite shnilar for several generations and 
each of the three men had a son named "Michael." While we do not 
know the order of birth of these brothers, the r;iitry of their names on the 
baptismal record in.Stratfield church was "Benjamin and John Dunning" 
which is pretty good evidence of their relative ages; hence we suppose Ben
jamin to have been the eldest, and according to the Boston record was born 
March 3, 1679; ,John, who accompanied Benjamin to Connecticut, being the 
second; and Michael who remained in Long Island, the youngest. As all 
were 3rd in line of descent from Theop t, we describe them genealogically 
as •'Benj a", "John 3", and l\fichael S". However they are also often spoken 
of in these records as follows: "Benj 3" is known as "Sergt. Benj." or 
Benj. Sr.; "John 3" is known as John (1), because he had a son John and a 
grandson .J"ohn; and "Michael 3" is known as 1'1ichael of Orange Co., N. 
Y., or Michael, founder of the Orange Co., branch. 

One of the 1nost interesting groups of all the Dunnings in America 
is the one which had its origin in Fairfield Co., Conn., comprising the 
descendants of Benjamin and John Dunning who first appeared at Stra.t
ford, Conn., about 1700; were baptized together (as adults) May 30, 1703. by 
the Rev. Charles Chauncey in Stratfield Church (now 1st, Church of Bridge
port, Conn). The record still exists, and that tlie brothers were adults at 
the tilne of baptism is proven by the fact that the same record does not 
name parents, but records the ba.ptis1n of a, daughter of Benjamin in 
1701, and twin sons of John in 1713. In 1711, we find that Benjamin and 
John were of the party that first settled Newtown, Conn., about 20 mi. n. 
w. of Bridgeport, in th11,t part which has since been made the town of Brook
field. They are both na111ed in the _early town records of Newtown, where 
they held town offices. Benja1niu lived in Newtown all his life and d. MaL·. 
21, 1739. John n1oved to _Norwalk about 1717 and d. there J·an. 1, 1734. The 
family records of the two brothers are given below: 

BEN,J AMIN DUNNING 3 { Benj. 2 Theop1 ), b. l\'Iar. 3, 1679 in Uoston 
Mass; known as Sergt. Benj. and Benj. Sr; ca1ne to Stratford, Conn., about 
1700; bapt. l\'lay. 30, 1703 with his brother John in Strattield church: was 
one of the party which founded. Newtown, Conn., in 1711 and d. there Mar. 
21, 1739. First wife is unknown, but he m. (2) 1710 Elizabeth Miner (b. 1690. 
dau. Capt. John Miner) who survived him and 1narried Obadiah "'\iVheeler. 
Benja1nin's will was executed :M:ar. 23, 1731:· a codicil was added 1738; and 
was proved Mar. 30, 1739. It willed to his wife, Elizabeth, who was required 
to pay 20£ to his grandson .r oseph Sti1son when he beca1ne of age, and to 
his daughter Sara~Iolley) 10£. Benjamin willed further to sons Benj ., 
DaYid, Abel, ,John, M:ichael ancl A1nos; r.rhos. Tousey and t,he son Benj. 
were the executors. r.rhe inventor~· of the estate foots up 2409 £ .• H, s. 



Elizabeth, his eldest daughter, is not named and was probably dead, the 
grandson, .Joseph-Stilson, mentioned above, being her son. On .Jan. 7, 
1740, Elizabeth, relict of Benjan1in, was appointed guardian of Michael and 
Amos Dunning; Tho1nas Skid1nore, guardian of Abel and John Dunning; 
and Obadiah Wheeler, guardian of Benja1nin Dunning,- all sons of Ber1j, Sr. 
Of his fa1nily, given below, the first_2 children were by his first wife; the 
last 7 being by Elizabeth, second wife: 

I. l\:Iary, b. July 6, bapt. July 20, 1707 in Stratfield church; not named 
in will. 

II. Benja1nin, .Jr., b, Aug. 9, bapt. Aug. 14, 1709; m. Sarah Burritt; d. 
1782; called '•Capt. Benj. "; had IQ sons and 3 daughters. 

III. David, b. Sept. 6, 1711, bapt. May 11, 1712~ m. ~736 Hannah Bots
ford~ d·. 178:i~ ,had 7 sons and 6 daughters. 

IV. Sarah, b. Aug. 14, b~pt. Oct: 25, 1713. 
V. Abel, b . . : .... ?, owned the covenant, Nov. 6, 11'43 and dau. Sarah bapt. 

sa1ne day; a son, Josiah, ba.pt. Sep. 22, 1745; Abel d. Sep. 2, 1759. 
VI. John, b .......... ?; several deeds of land in Newton between 174:7 a.nd 

1752, in one of which he na1nes Arnos as his younger bro., and al
ready dead; m. Sept. 2, 1747, Anna Kimberly; he d_ 1764. Estate 
distributed tlan. 3. 1773 to soris Abraham, Philo, Isaac and James. 

VII. Imizabeth, b .. ~ .... ?; 1n ... ~ ... Stilson. 
VIII. Michael; b .. July 30, 1730; m. July 19, 1750 Abiah Kimberly; moved to 

Pownal, Vt., 1762, two years after first settle1nent of the town; had 
a 2nd wife; was a leading man in Pownal where he d. Feb. 28, 1810; 
had sons 7 and 3 or 4 daughters. 

IX. A1nos, b. Jan. 20, 1731-; died young, before 1752. 

BENtTAMTN l)UNNING, Jr. 4, (Benj a, Benj 2, Theop t), b. Aug. 9, bapt. 
Aug-. 14, 1709: 1n. (1) about 1730 Sarah Burritt (d. Mar. 12, 1773); m. 
(2) Oct. 13, 1773, a widow, Mary Bristol (her will proved April 2, 1782); 
called HCapt. Benj"; lived in N_ewtown and Brookfield, Ct.; he exe
cuted a will in Newtown, Oct. 9, 1782, saying he had no wife to pro
vide for and willed to sons; will proved N 9v. 5, 1782; fa1nily as fol
lows: 

1. Ezra, b. Jan~ 1732, bapt. June 15, 1734; 1n. RubY---(1739-1818); d. June 
16, 1796; had the· following children: 

i. Sarah, b. Jan. 28, 1858; m. Abel Smith; d. Apr. 19, 1858, 
ae. 100. 

ii. Lucy, b. Dec. 3, 1759. 
iii. Liverus, b. Feb. 2, 1763; in. Sarah--(who d. 1793); d. July 

24, 1831; issue as follows: . 
a. Northrop, b. Apr. 15, 1786; 1n. Feb. 9, 1807 Sally Smith 

(1788-1803); d. Feb. 4, 1863; he collected the material 
on which was based the claim for the estate of Lord 
Ashburton, a.nd his fa1nily counted themselves the 
true heirs: issue as follows: 

1 



(1) Sarah, b. Aug. 15, lS0S. 
(2) Lorenzo Charles, b. Oct. 13, 1810; d .. Tan. 9, 1872, no 

male issue. 
(3) ~aura, b. Nov. 7, 1818. 
(4) Liverus, b. Sep. 11, 1827; lived in Brooktield, Ct.; no 

issue. 
iv .. :E;d1nond, b. Nov. 3, 1764; m. I-Iannah Hawley; d. May 24, 

1856; said to have been with Washington at Valley Forge 
(as he was but 12 then, he ma)' have been with his father, 
and there was an Ezra in the Army); later he was Capt. 
in the Conn. Militia; issue as follows: 

a. Rufus Benjamin, b. Oct. 1, 1786; d .• July 8, 1831; had a son 
Amos, born 1830. 

b. Laura, b. Sep. 26, 1788; d. May 23, 1874. 
c. Esther, b. Sep. 3, 1790; d. Mar. 22, 1874. 
d. Betsy, b. Oct. 10, 1792; d. Sep. 21, 1865. 
e. Ly1nan, b. Dec. 11, 1794; d. June 21, · 1805. 
f. Hawley, b. Dec. 19, 1796; 1n. June 10, 1821 Sarah Porter; d. 

Mar. 28, 1872. 
g. Alucia, b Sep 27, 1809; d_ Sep. 14,1814_ 

-v. John, b. Feb. 7, 1767; d. Sep. 11, 1772. 
vi. Parthenia, b. lfeb. 25, 1770; d. Mar. 6, 1773. 

vii. Anner, b. Oct. 19, 1772; 111. Abiah Clark. 
viii. J>arthenia, b .• Tuly 14, 1775; n1. Abira1n I{ing; d. June 18, 

1828. 
ix. John, b. Oct. 26, 1777; cl. Sept. 11,--?. 
x. Ezra, b. Apr. 20, 1780; d .. Feb. 20, 1854; lived in Mass., near 

East Canaan, Conn; known as "Snap'' Dunning. 
2. Mary, b. Sep. 9, 1734; m .• Jos. Hepburn of Brookfield; was living in 

1786. 
3. Eli, b. Aug. 8, 1736; Inoved fron1 Brookfield, Ct., to Hudson, N. Y; 

his son S1nith Dunning went to }Jngland to see about the 
estate of Lord Ashbtuton. 

4. Jared, b. July 31, 1738; 1n. Mercy, dau. of Joseph Smith of Brool<iield: 
issue as followi;,: 

i. Clarinda, b. 1762; m. Andrew Northrop (1758-1825); d. Jan. 
11, 1852. 

ii. Wolcott, 1n. Matilda Fulmer; moved to Butternuts, Otsego 
Co., N. Y. . 

iii .. Joseph, b. 1769; In. Hanna,h, dau. of .John Dunning, died in 
Ne~ Haven, Ct. 

iv. l\fa.ry (twin of .Joseph), b. 1769; In. Isaac Babbitt; d. Nov. 
2, 1812. 

v. Asahel, n1. Lucretia Judd of Watertown, Ct.; n1oved to In
diana., on the Wabash, and had 3 children, Elsie, 
Bevil .Judd and J·uliet; he went twice to the West 
Indies and in 1812 to Canada, whence he was forced 
to return by the war. 



a. (R.ev.) Benjamin, b .• June 17, bapt. ,June 30, 1740; m. in Newtown 
.June Hi, 1162 Mrs. Anne Botsford (1742-1792); received A. B., 
·ya]e, 1759; licensed to preach 1760; preached at Marlboro, 
Ct., and later during Revolution at Pettipog (now Essex), 
Ct.; d. ~fay 12, 1785; rnonu1nent in Old Essex Cen1etery; is
sue as follows: 

i. Benjamin, b. 1766; d. Mar. 19, 1789. 
ii. Lucretia, b. 1165-66; lived in Middletown, Ct., a.nd d. there 

1845-46, aged 80. 
iii. .John Botsford, was at funeral of his sister in 1846; died in 

Mississippi, aged about 70. 
iv. Terti us, b. 1770; 1n. Rebecca Broughton; issue as fo1lows: 

a. Charles, b. 1808-09; d. 1882-83. 
b. Rebecca, b. about 1808; d. about 1849. 
c. Ra]ph, b. 1811; nearly all his life an employe of the En

gineering Dept., U. S. A., and for 111any years its 
chief clerk; d. May 4, 1905; no issue. 

d. Benjan1in, b. after 1817; d. after 1885 in Brooklyn. N. Y.; 
had 3 wives and issue by each: was a ship owner. 

v. Anna, m. Thomas Hobby; d. in Middletown, Ct., about 
1845, aged 71. 

vi. Sarah. b. Nov. 1777; d. Mar. 27, 1778. 
vii. Ralph, bapt. J·an. 31, 1779; d. 1811, aged 31. 
viii .. Julius, next to Ralph, younger or older; lived and had a 

stationery store at 111 Water St., N. Y. City; died 
1826-27. 

6. Peter, b. Apr. 2,--1742 (n1entioned in father's will as Hnon compos 
men tis"). 

7. Andrew, b Mar. ~4, 1744; bapt. Apr. 25, 1744; mentioned in father's 
will, 1782. 

8. Liverus, b. Feb. 7, 1746; d. Jur!e 25, 1753. 
9. Ebenezer (probably died in infancy; not mentioned in father's will). 

10. Sarah, b. Mar. 24, bapt. l\'lay 2, 1748; d. Oct. 20, 1753. 
11. Reuben, b. Aug., bapt. Sept. 20, 1750; d. July, 1753. 
12. Lucy, b. Aug., bapt. Aug. 16, 1752; d. Aug., 1753. 
13. Reuben, b. Dec. 31, 1750; Ii ved and died in Morris, Ct.; had a son, 

Benjamin. 

DAVID DUNNING 4, (Benj 3, Benj 2, Theop 1), b. Sept. 6, 1711, bapt. May 
11, 1712; 111. Sep., 17116 Hannah Botsford; will executed Apr. 22, 1766 
and proved Oct. 7, 178~J, son David, executor; willed to sons David, 
Gideon, Abijall, Richard, Silas and to daughters Anna, Mehitable, 
Abigail and Hannah; distribution 1nodified because Gideon and Abi
jah had trades; d. before Oct., 1783; issue as follows: 

1. Ann, b .• Jan. 11. 1737; m. Francis Ba.rnum; lived in Bennington, Vt. 
2·. David, b. Apr. 17, 1738; lived at Sandgate, Vt.; had the Family Bible. 
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3. Gideon, b. Dec. 19, 1742; lived in Brookfield Ct., and Amenia and 
Galway, N. Y.; d. about 1807; (Note.--A Gideon Dunning 
m. 1\iary Wells of Wethersfield, Ct., and had a son Cyrus, 
who lived in Bridgewater and later moved to Ohio. David 
Dunning, of Schroon, N. Y., Nov. 14, 1812, quitclaitned to 
Cyrus Dunning "land which fell to me and my brothers 
from our father, Gideon, late of Brookfield"). 

5. Abijah, b. May 28, 1744, mentioned in his ·father's will, 17{i6. 
6. Amos, b. Dec. 16, 1745; died 1753. · 
7. Richard, b. April 23 (his Bible sass May 3), 1747, Newtown, Ct.; mar

ried about 1766 to Miria1n--(b. Sept. 6, 1740; d. Ju]y 30, 
1814); moved to- Dorset, Vt., where he d. May 9, 1810, ae. 6;J; 
his wil1 was executed Aug. 22, 1806, and proved Nov. 3, 
1810, Manchester, Vt.; issue as follows: 

i. Lewis, b. Nov. 13, 1767; m. (1) 1792 Anna Gray (1773-1809)~ 
m. (2) about 1810 Clar~ Prindle (1771-1826); was a, farm
er and lived at Dorset, Vt., where he d. Mar. 31, 1~34-, 
ae. 67; issue as follows: 

a. Joel, b. Apr. 16, 1793, Dorset, Vt.; m. July 18, 1821 Sabra 
Prindle (d. 1872); 1noved to Genesee Co., N. Y., and 
thence to Conneautville, Crawford Co., Pa., where he 
d. A pr. 19, 1864-; no ·male issue. 

b. Diantha, b. l\Tay, 1801; d. Aug. 22, 1844. 
c. Amos, b. Oct. 24, 1802, Dorset, Vt.; m. Dec. 25, 1839 Sar

ah ,T. Walker (1820-1869); d. Feb. 5, 1876; had 4 sons 
and 3 daughters. 

d. Diada1na, b. Dec. 12, 1804-, Dorset, Vt.; m. l)ec. 12, 1822 
Rufus Page (1800-1872); d. July 11, 1850. 

e. Clarinda, b. May 5, 1806, Dorset, Vt.~ m. l\Iay 27, 183il 
John Monroe (1801-1882); d. Aug. 25, 1883, Town Line, 
N. Y.; her son Charles W. l\ionroe (184-7-1913} colleeted 
111aterial and planed a Dunning histo1·y. 

f. Anna, b. Mar. 2, 1808, Dorset, Vt.; m. (1) ,J. Johnson 
(d. 1845); 1h. (2) 1846 Jacob Crossman (d. 1877); shed. 
Jan. 5, 1887, Unadi1la, 1.Vlich. 

g. Lewis, b. July 3. 1809, Dorset, Vt.; 111. (1) Sep. 12, 1832. 
Flora I-Iurd (d. 1859); m. (2) July 31, 1859 Mrs. Betsy 
E. Fountain; 111oved about 18iJ6 to West A1n1ond, N. 
·y,, and d. Jan. 20, 1887, Friendship, N. Y .; llad 4 sons 
and 1 daughter. 

h. Dorcas, b. 1811; d. Feb. 20, 1830 (daughter by Clara Prin
dle). 

i. Sarah (daughter by Clara Prindle). 
ii. Dorcas, b . .,Aug. 19, 1769; m. Oct. 27, 1799 Stephen Rider 

{1776-1850); d. May 6, 184-9. 
iii. Abigail, b. Feb. 28, 1771; n1. ,John Nicholson; lived at Shore

ham, Vt. 
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iv. Anna, b. Ma,· lo, 1773; 1n. Barzillai !Judson (1765-1840); d. 
Aug. 12 1811. 

v. Ha.nna, b. A Ui- 22, 1776; m. Eliphalet Towsley; lived at 
New Haven, Vt. 

vi. Betty, b. Mar: 16, 1780; d. Feb. 15, 1781. 
8. Silas, b. Nov. 1748; d. 1753. 
9. Abigail, b. Aug. 30, 1750; d. 1753. 

10. Ashbel, b. Feb. 22, 1752: d. 1753. 
11. Abigai1, b. Nov. 17, 1753; m. Ebenezer l\ilurray; lived at Orwell, Vt. 
12. Silas, b. 1\'Iay 6, 1755; m. Jerusha Bristol;· moved from Brookfield, Ct., 

to Sale1n, Washington Co., N. Y., in 1784; thence to Aure
lius, Cayuga Co., N. Y., in 1796, wl1ere he d. Sep. 25, 1830: 
issue as f ol1ows: 

i. Amarillas, b. F_eb. 13, 1780; d. 1782. 
ii. l\iary Ann, b. Nov. 2, 1781; m.---Pahner. 

iii. Winthrop, b. Apr. 13, 1783; d. 1823 at Aurelius, N., Y. 
iv. Amarillas, b. Aug·. 17, 1785; m. 1804 Nathaniel Garrow. 
v. Eber, b. June 8, 1787; had 6 sons and 3 daughters; none left 

1nale issue. 
vi. Ira, b. l\iar. 23, 1789; m. three times and had 8 sons and 3 

daughters; onJy one son, Henry Silas (1816-1871) left 
male issue; Ira d. Sep. 25, 1841. 

vii. J erusha, b. May, 1793; d. 1794. 
viii. Silas, b. Oct. 1795; d. 1795. 

ix. ,Terusha, b. Nov. 23, 1796; m. S. C. Dunha1n; d. at Toms 
River, N. J. 

x. Joanna, ·b." Apr. 24, 1798; m. Hinman Hurd; d. Cincinnati, O. 
xi. Enos, b. Mar. 1800; d. 1800. 
xii. Lucius, b. ,June 19, 1804. 

xiii. Aphia, b. May 25, 1806; 1n. Smith Lyons. 
xiv. Lucian, b. Dec. 10, 1809; d. Spring Grove, O. 

13. Ha.nnah, 111. Colly I-Iurd; liYed in Moncton, Addison Co., Vt. 

ABEL DUNNING 4, (Benj 8, Benj 2, Theop 1 ), owned the covenant Nov. 
6, 174J3; 111. Abiah ......... ; dau. Sarah, bapt. Nov. 6, 1743; son, Josiah, 
bapt. Sep. 22, 1745; Abel d. Sep. 2, 1759; his wi~ow, Abiah, made ad
ministrix of his estate, Oct. 2, 1759; Abiah ,vas appointed guardian 
of dau. Abiah, Jan. 1, 17(i0; Sarah, eldest dau. of Abel, chose Jona
than Booth as her guardian, Ifeb. 29, 1760. 

JOHN DUNNING 4, (Benj s, Benj 2, Theop t)", 1n. Sep. 2, 1747 Anna Kim
berly; in 1764, Anna Dunning was appointed ad1ninistrix of the estate 
of ~John Dunning, late of Stratford~ between 174 7 and 1752, John 
n1ade several deeds of land in Newtown, in one of which he names 
A 1nos as· his youngest brother and al ready dead; will disposes of prop
erty to wife, Anna, and the following sons: 
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1. Abrat1am. 
2. Philo (in 1776, Philo made his brother Abraham, his adrninistrator). 
3. Isaac (Note.-Granville E. Dunning, living in Bridgeport, Conn., in 

1885, said that he was born in Trumbull, Conn . ., and was the 
son of Granville, b. 1796 in Monroe, Ct; d. there 1881; said 
Granvil1e. b. 1796. being the son of Isaac. A sister of Gran
ville, b. 1796, married a Brookfield man and d. 1883, ae. 90; 
another sister Eliza (Thomas) lived in Woodbnry). 

4 Ja1nes. 

MICI-IAEL DUNNING 4, (Benj. i3, Benj :2, Theop 1.), b. July 20, 1730 New
town, Ct; m. July 19, 1750 Abiah Kimberly; moved 1762 to Pownal, 
Vt., and became a leading man there; m. a second wife; d. Feb. 28, 
1810, in Pownal, Vt; issue as follows: 

1. Amos, bapt. Newtown, Ct., Dec. 2, 1750; d. in infancy. 
2. Amos, bapt. Newtown, Ct., May 24, 1752; d. before 1791; left a son, 

George. 
3. Betty, bapt. Newtown, Ct. Jan. 6, 1754. 
4. Josiah, b. Oct. 7, bapt. Oct 12, 1755 Newtown, Ct; moved 1762 to Pownal, 

Vt; m. about 1777 Hannah Seelye in Pownal, Vt., where he 
lived until 1827, later living in Williamson, N. Y., and ad
joining town of Sodus, N.Y ., where he d. Feb. 27, 1842; he 
was a Revolutionary soldier and was in the battles of Ben
nington, Ticonderoga and Saratoga; issue as follows: 

i. Allen, b. Aug. 27, 1778; 1n. Dec. 31, 1797 Ilannah Perkins 
{1780-1864); d. Apr: 20, 1861 at West Union, Iowa~ issue 
as follows: 

a. Olive (1799-1903) 
b. Lyman (1801-1810). 
c. Josiah D. (1803-1887). 
d. Sabrina (1805-1813). 
e. Caroline (180fi---). 
f. Minerva (1808-1898). 
g. Miranda (1808-1895). 
h. Mary Ann (1810-1888). 
i. Hannah l'laria (1812-1896). 
j. Ebenezer Douglass (1814-1881). 
k. Harriet T. (18Hj-1897). 
I. Andrew ,Tackson (1817- 1859). 
1n. Cephas"Perry (1819-1894). 
n. Lewis {1821-1913). 
o. Edgar (1824-1914). 

ii. Josiah, b. Aug. 30, 1780; lived in Wayne Co., N. Y; left at 
least one son William (1818-lSil). . 

iii. Ebenezer, b. July 19, 1782; m. Lucy--; d. 1868; no issue. 
iv. l\fartin, b. Oct. 5, 1784; cl. 18JJ2~ left 2 sons, Eben and Ma.rtin. 



v. Lyman, b. Jan. 17, 1787; m. Mary --; lived in Sod us, N. Y., 
and d. Apr. 1, 1859; left a son, George, who lived and 
died in Bryon, Mich. 

vi. Eleanor, b. Mar. o, 1789; m. Joseph Angel; d. Feb. 23, 1863. 
vii. Laura, b. Oct. 8, 1791; m.1812Jesse N. Wright; d. Feb. 7,1881. 

-viii. Cephas, M. D., b Sep. 8, 1793; m. 1826 Sarah Mooar; d. 1875. 
i:x:. Abel, b. -Oct. 21, 1795; m. 1851 Cynthia Caton; d. Apr. 1, 1876. 
:x:. Henry, b. Sept. 21, 1797; lived In Williamson, N. Y., and d. 

Apr. 25, 1860. 
xi. Lucy, b. May 6, 1800; m .......... Pratt; lived in Howell, Mich; 

d. Sept. 9, 1895. 
J:ii. John, b. Apr. 3, 1802; d. 1892 in Valparaiso, Ind. 

5. Abel, b. 1763 Pownel, Vt; lived at Perth, near Amsterdam, N. Y; 
drew Revolutionary pension and d. Aug. 1841; his large 
family lived near Amsterdam, N. Y., except his son, Gerard 
(1787-1847), who had 8 sons and 2 daughters and lived in Pen
field (now Webster), N. Y. 

6. AlJraill, b. 1765 Pownal, Vt; m. Tryphena Jewett; lived in Weybridge, 
Vt., adjoining Middlebury, where he d. Aug. 22 1842; issue, 
as follows: 

i. Samuel, b. Oct. 18, 1786; d. Dec. 18, 1854-, at Castleton, Vt. 
ii. Fanny, b.-; d. July 22, 1788. . 

iii. Fanny, b. Dec. 6, 1790; d. May 4, 1874 at. Aldmont,-Mich. 
iv. Clarissa, b. Aug. 19, 1792: m. 1816 Conrad Saxe.; d~ Oct. 18~ 

1875, Highgate, Vt. 
·v. John, b. Apr. 19, 1794; d. Nov. 20, 1858 at Lockport, N. Y. 
vi. Loan J .. , b-.· Dec. 28, 1795; d. Dec. 30, 1865 at Pi~tsford, Iowa. 

vii. Abra1n, b. June 1, 1798; d. Sept. 9, 1841 at Wey.bridge, Vt. 
viii. Frederick. b.--; d. ·Mar. 6, 1800. 

ix. F1·ederick, b. Apr. 24, 1802; d. Oct. 31, · 1859,. at Saratoga, 
N. Y. 

x. Erasmus Darwin, b. Nov·: 7, 1803; d. June, 1&4-7, at Vin
cennes, Ind. 

xi. Tryphena, b. Nov. 24, 1806; d. Mar. 10, 1847 in Milford, Wis. 
xii. Trypbosa, b. Sep. 2, 1809; d.-- . . 

7 .. John, lived in St. Armand, Canada, adjoining Vermont; l1ad 2 sons, 
· 4 daughters; grandchildren were· living in St. Armand in 

1894. 
8. Martin, sa.id to have lived near John; Martin with his sons William, 

Samuel, Amos and Martin, visited Ticonderoga in 1812; his 
sons went west and Martin returned to Canada. 

9. Ruldah. 
10. Pf;litty (possibly Betty, the .3rd child). 
11. Polly. . 

(Note.--Lucy (Dunning) Pratt, b. 1800: d. 1895, a granddaughter of Michael, 
gave the names of his children in the following order: Josiah, Martin, 
Il uld~h, Abel, Patty, A brain, .John and Polly. · 



' .JOHN DlTNNING a (Benj 2, Theop t), m. about 1709 Sarah Lambert, 
dau. of J·esse and· Deborah Lambert of 1\filford, Conn. She was born about 
1693. Her 1nother, Deborah(Fowler)Lambert, was a granddaughter of Wm. 
Fowler who came toA1nerica with Gov. Eaton and .John Davenport in 1637, 
went with the1n to New llaven in 1638, and in 1639 became one of the trus
tees of l\'lilford,-the only one bearing the honorable prefix of HMr" .. Jesse 
Lambert, the father of Sarah was an English officer previous to his coming 
to America in 1680, and was fro1n a collateral branch of the Earl of Cava.n's 
fa1nily,--if such being a descendent of Willian1 the Conquorer. .John Dunn
ing moved to Norwalk, Ct., be.fore Apr. 9,1717, when he bought land giving 
the latter place as his residence. He ~lied there Jan. 1, 173-1-. His will was 
dated Dec. 22, 1733 and proved Feb. 11, 1734. In-it he divides llis estate in
to 15 parts, and gives each of his 6 sons 2 parts, and each of his ;J daughte1·s 
1 part. He makes his wife and brother Benjamin of Newtown, his execut-

. ors. The inventory made Apr. 8, 1734, consisps of,. a long 1 ist of' household 
goods, a house and barn and h_ome lot valued at £l40: 3 a~res with build
ings and orchard, £280; 1½ acres to tal<e up £3: {· acre east of the river. 
£2; 6 acres west of Buckingham's Ridge £33; 7 acres 11orth of Mr. Lan1-
bert's home lot, £50; right of comn1onage, £6 ( F'airfi.e1d Co., Probate Re
cords, Lib., 1716-:JCi, pp. :!tl2-3l8); his family waa as f"ol!ows: 

I .. John (2), called "Deacon .John" b. 17l0, bapt. with twin bro. 
Richard, Oct. 4, 1713: m. Aug. 30, l i3l Hannah Keeler of Nor
walk; lived in Brookfield, Ct., where he d. Jan. 13, 1794: buried 
in Brookfield, Ct. 

II. Richard, b.1710, twin of John above: rn. Aug. 8, 1733 A biga ii
Betts of Wilton; lived in Norwalk and Wilton and d .• Tune 1797. 

III. Samuel, b. 1712 . . 
JV. Matthew, b. 1714; Baptist Deacon: had a wife Abigai1, who d. 

1790; 1nonument in S. Williamstown, Mass; will probated in 1807: 
left a son l\'latthew. 

V. Sarah, b. 1717; n1. Dec. 10, 1741 .Toseph .Tudson of Stamford. 
VI. Hannah, b. 1721. m. Dec. 5. 17f10 Aaron Gregory. 

VII. David, b. Apr. -lJJ., 1722: 1n. Feb. 18, 1746 I-Iannah Mead at Wilton, 
Conn (b. May 17, 1731: d. Apr. 15, 1820); he d. Apr. 10, 1777. . 

VIII. Michael, b. 1726; m. (1) Mar. 6, 1745 Hannah Green (b. 1723~ d . 
• Tan. 9, 1775); m. (2) after 1776, a widow, Hannah (Moorehouse) 
Rowland (b. 1740; d. Apr. 29, 1813); 1\1 ichael n10Yed to ~aratoga 
Co., N. Y., about 1770, with 6 or 7 sons and died N 0\7

• 29, 1813, 
at Malta, (Dunnh)g Street), N. Y. 

IX. Mary b. 17~8; 1n. Nov. 27. 1752 .Ja1nes r.rrowbridge. 

JOHN DUNNING 4 (.lohn s, Benj, 2-Theop t), b. 1710, bapt. Oct. 4, 1713, 
with twin bro. Richard; 1n. in Wilton, Aug. :-m, 1734 Hannah Keeler 
of Norwalk; lived in-Brookfield and called "Deacon John"; his will 
is dated Nov. 18, 1783 and estate co1isisted of real estate 725 £, per
sonal estate 32 £ 15 s, proved Feb. 11, 1794, estate distributed Aug. 



20, 1794-; he d . .Ta.n. lJl~ 1794, and is buried in:Brookfield, Conn.~ the 
will of his widow, llannah, is dated Jan. 2, 1795, and estate consisted 
of 219 £, 75 s, estate distributed Sept. 27-, 1800; she d. Mar. 5, 1800; 
issue as follows: 

1. Hannah, b. 1735; m. (1) 1753 David Bostwick (d. 1759); m. (2) 1760 
Capt. Richard Smith (d. 1819); their son, Richard Smith, 
.Jr., had a son, Hon. Ralph Dunning Smyth, who was a law
yer, genealogist and co11ector ~f Dunning records; Hannah 
d. Oct. 1789. 

2. Samuel, b. 1737; is mentioned in his mother's will of 1795. 
3. -J 0J1n, {i3), b. 1739; m. Phebe S1nith (b. Apr. 27, 1740; d. Oct. 22, 1802); 

d. Jan. 16, 1798, and is buried at Brookfield; Aug. 10, 1798, 
Ashb_el, aged 20, and .John, aged 18, chose their bro. Michael 
as their guardian; Apr. 3, 1803, Michael and Ashbel Dun
ning, ad1ninistrators of the estate of Phebe ~unning, widow 
of .John, report it insolvent; issue a~ follows: 

i. Michael (De~con Michael), b. 1772; m. Anna Starr; lived in 
Brookfield," Ct., where he d. Aug. 2, 1827; had but one 
leg; issue as follows: 

a. Hebecca, b. .1 uly :w, 1795; m.-- Benedict; lived in 
Skaueteles, N. Y. ~ 

b. Hermon, b. 1797; 1n. about 1821 Flora Northrup (b. 1803);· 
d. 1862 in Peekskill, N: Y.; had 4 sons; fathe-r of Rev. 
Homer N. Dunning1 D. D., and Win. Burr Dun-
ning. 1\L D. · 

c. Lee. ~-
d. Anna :Miranda: 1n. Dr. Philand_er Smith; lived in Peeks

kill, N. Y. 
e. Elija_h S., b.--~ m.- Oct. 20, 1840 Abigail E. Beach; d. 

Oct. 30, 1866; father of Rev. A. E. Dunning, D. D., 
former editor of tne "Congregationalist." ~ 

ii .. Joseph. 
111. '.rarnar; 111. Andrew Merwin of Brookfield; Ct. 
iv. Cloe, 1n.---Stevens. 
v. Lee, b. Oct. 16, 1777, Brookfield, Ct.; m. Feb. 9, 1802, Man

lius, N. Y., to Hannah Sisson (b .• Jan. 3, 1783; d. Feb. 
25, 1837); d. May .7, 1828 at Manlius, N. Y.; issue as 
follows: 

a. Charles Lee, b. Dec. 23, 1802; d. Apr. 6, 1877. 
b. Daniel D., b. Dec. 28, 1804-; d. May 23, 1852. 
c. Eliza, b. Aug. 23, 1807; d.---at Syracuse, N. Y. 
d .. James Sisson, b. Apr. 3, 1810. 
e. Michael, b. Apr. 6, 1813; d. Sep. 12, 1816. 
f. Zebediah, Sisson, b. Mar. 31, 1817; d. Apr. 14, 1861, Chi

cago, Iil. 



g. William It., b. Dec. 5, 1820; d.--in Detroit, Mich. 
h. George F., b. Feb. 26, 1827; d. Apr. 6, 1902, Toledo, Ohio. 

vi. Ashbel, b. 1778; d. 1855; Dea.con in the Brookfield church. 
vii. John, b. 1780, chose his bro. Michael as his guardian, Aug. 

10, 1798. 
4. Lucy, m. Feb. 18, 1773 G. Clark Smith (d. Feb. 6, 1832); she d. Apr. 

14, 1812. 
5. · Lurane, m. Adam Benedict; she d. March, 1806. 
6. Benjamin, b. about 1745; m. (1) Nov. 19, 1767 Jemima Booth (d. 1773); 

m .. (2) about 1776 Mercy Shove; lived in Warren, Litchfield 
Co., Conn.; d. Feb. 1794; widow and 12 children moved to 
Cayuga Co., N. Y:, before 1800; issue as follows: 

By .Jemima Boo'th: 
i. Sally, m.---Peck; had a dau. who 1n.--Cathcart. 

ii. Abraham, b. Feb. 6, 1769, Warren, Ct.;· m. Nov. 14, l 79~ 
Lydia Strong, (1773-1821); d. Oct. 19, 1834, Fleming, 
N. Y.; issue as follows: 

. . 
a. Rhoda, b. July 18, 1794; d. Aug. 10, 1795. 
b. Allen, b. July :27, 1706; d. 1860, Cass County, Mich. 
c .. Ezra, b. Apr. 30, 1798; d. Apr. 7, 1836. 
d. Eben, b. Mar. 7, 1800; d. 1~79, South Creek, Pa. 
e. Sally Louisa, b. Feb. 20, 1802; d. Sep. 5, 1879. 
f. Warren, b. Nov. 20, 1806; d. 1871, ~ontiac, Mich. 
g. Amanda, b. Feb. 20, 1808; d. Apr. 28, 1902. 
h. Lydia, b. Jan. 28, 1810; d. Mar. 5, 1874. 
i. Betty, b. Apr. 13, 1812; d. Apr. 10, 1826. 
j. Phebe, b. Mar. 2, 1815; d. · _ C~ssopolis, Mich. 

. . ~ 

k. Cynthia, b. Aug. 28, 1818; d. June 24, 1896. 
iii. Isaac, 1\1. D., b. Oct. 21, 1772, Warren, Ct.; m. Nov. 21, 1801 

Huldah Rood (1783-lBtH); d. 1850, Edwardsburg, Cass 
Co., Mich.;. issue as follows: 

a. Horace Baldwin, b. Sep. 18, 1802; d. 1867, Cassopolis, Mich. 
b. Philander Barrett, b. Feb. 2il, 1805; d. 1875, Buchanan,. 

Mich. 
c. Emily Marguritta, b. Feb. 28, 1807; d. 1891, Athol, S. D. 
d. Barton Burgess, b. Apr. 3, 1809; d. 1877, Mt. Ayr, Iowa. 
e. Benja1niri Booth, b. Aug. 20, 1811; d. 1873. 
f. Isaac Milton, b. Jan. 11, 1814~ d. 1815. 
g. Harriet Malvina, b. July 21, 1816; d. 1858, Cass Co., Mich. 
h. Oscar Milton, b. Aug. 1, 1823; d. Aug. 29, 1911, Bedford, 

Iowa. 
By Merey Shove: 

iv. Betsy b. 1777; m. 1798 Dr. Ezra Strong; d. 1852. 
v. Lois, b~ 1779; m: 1803.TudgeAHen Vorce; d.1833. 

vi. Jemima, m .. Joseph Stewart, Venice, Cayuga Co., N. Y. 



vii. Clarinda., m. A. Jackson: d. 1853 Cass Co., Mich. 
viii .• racob, b. Nov. 15, 1784 Warren, Ct; m .• Tan. 5. 1809 Martha 

Taylor (1792-1828); 1n. (2) 1829 },anny Kingsley; d. Aug. 
29_, 1834 Byron, Genesee Co., N: Y.; issue as follows; 
By :Martha Taylor: 

a.. Alvira, b. l\far. 10, 1810; d. ,June 18, 1812. 
b .• Tobu, b. June 2, 1812; d. Mar. 8, 1900 Unadilla, Mich. 
c. Almeda, b .. July 22, 1814; d. Sep. 6, 1854. 
d. Orin, b. l\far. 4, 1817; b .. July 10, 1892. 
e. Erastus, b. J nly 1. 1819; d. Oct. 25, 1887. 
f. Chandler, b. Apr. 14. 1822; d. June 19, 1892. 
g. Ahnira, b .. July 2:1, 1824; 4 .Aug. 17, 1825. 
h. L11einda.; b. May, 19, 1828; d. Oct. 11, 1908. 

By lf'anny ]{ingsly: 
i. Ilarvey Wesley, b .. Jan. 7, 1831; d .• June 161 1831. 

ix. Merer, b. 1787; d. 1847 Northeast, Pa. 
x. Urane, 111. Wm. Bennett, Auburn, N. Y. 

xi. Arilla,, m. Win. R. Ititch, Groton, N. Y. 
xii. Benja1nin Alvah, b. about l 794~ d. about 1844 in Ohio. 

7. Desire, m. Abel Pullin. 
8. Sarah W., m. Joseph Ruggles; d. June 18, 1812. 
9. Phebe, m. Shadrach Hubbel; d. l\'lar., 1807. 

10. Abigail, m. Eliphalet Brush; d. May 11, 1791. 
11. Nathan, d. Sep. 1795. 
12. Jeremiah, b. 174-?, m. about 1760 Comfort---; lived in Brookfield, 

Ct., and d. Aug. 5, 1824-25; issue as follows: 
i. Clarina;--b. 1762; 1n. Andrew Northrup; d. Jan. 11, 1852. 

ii. J osepl1, m. (1) Anna--; m. (2) Betsy Crane (widow). 
iii. Ma.ry, m. Isaac Babbitt. 
iv. Asahel, b. Oct. 24, 1778; m. Ifeb. 10, 1799 Hannah Judd (d. 

Apr. 25, 1860); he d. lfeb. 27, 1830; 1narried in Water
bury, Ct.; went to Canada and later to Ohio; moved 
about 1823 to Indianapolis, Ind., where he built the 
first brick house there; issue as follows: 

a. Elsia, b. Apr. 15, 1803; d. 1886 in Nevada, Story Co., Ia. 
b. Bethel Judd, b. Apr. 15, 1805; d .. July 7, 1874 in Nevada, 

Story Co., Ia. 
c. ,Juliet, b .. July 5, 1807; m. Dec. :-n, 1823 John Beal, in 

Indiana. 

RICHARD DUNNING 4 (John a, Benj 2, Theop t), b. 1710, bapt. Oct. 4, 
1713, with twin bro. John~ 111. in Wilton, Aug. 8, 1733 Abigail Betts; 
he lived in Wilton and left an estate valued at £2000, letters of ad
ministration taken out June 29, 1797; in his will of 1797, he willed to 
heirs of his sons, Elias and Thaddeus, children of his dau. Abigail, 
and to a wife Deborah (perhaps 2nd wife); he d. 1197 and left issue as 
follows: 



' 1. Elias, Ca.pt. in the 5th Co., of the 13th Conn. Militia in the Revolu-
tion; he is buried in Woodbury and the town records con
tain his will; he d. before his fa,ther,' Richard, the latier 
heiring to his children: 

i. Elias. 
ii. Edin.and. 

iii. Leman, Capt. in the War of 1812; lived in New I-Iaven, 
Conn.; on a voyage from Maine he was taken sick and 
died of cholera in Portland, Me.; his wife was Mary 
Osborn of Southey, Conn.; issue a.s follows: 

a. (Rev.) Edward Osborn, m. Catherine (adopted da.u. of 
John Adaµis). 

b. Antoinette, 1n. lion .. James Donaghe (of Virginia and 
later collector of the Port of New Ifaven and a. State 
Senator). 

iv. Sheldon. 
v. Sally, m. lfeb. 1, 1787 Clapp Ra.ymond. 

vi. Rebecca, m. Nov. 23, 1769 Peter Ada1ns. 
viL Polly_ 

2. Thaddeus, 1n. Mar. 19, 1778 Susannah Betts; had a dau. as follows: 
i. Elizabeth (1nentioned in grandfather Richard's will, 1797). 

3. Abigail, m. Dec. 11, 1155 Asahel Raymond~ died before 1797; issue as 
follows: 

i. Asahel (Ray1nond). 
ii. Zadock ( Raymond) . 

. iii. N aamah ( Raymond). 
iv. Abigail (Raymond). 

SAMUEL DUNNING 4 (Johns, Benj 2, Theop 1), b. 1712. (Note.-Nothing 
definite is known of this Samuel, b. 1112, beyond his birth date. 
However, the presu1nptive evidence is so strong that he left the fol
lowing descendants that they are here inserted as a temporary classi
fication): 

1. Samuel Dunning, b. Dec. 15, 1753; 1n. Jan. 21, 1776 Dezier Bradley (b. 
June 19, 1760; cl. -.June 6, 1839); m. (2)° Abel Pulling, (who d. 
Oct. 14, 1842, in Galway, Saratoga Co., N. Y.)~ Sa111uel d. 
before Apr. 9, 1791, and left issue as follows: 

i. Levi, b .. June 23, 1771; m. July25, 1791 Betsy-- (d .. Jan. 
--); between Apr. 9-15, 1791, Levi chose Nathan 
Dunning of Brookfield as his guardian; d. Feb. 2, 1813; 
issue as follows: 

a. Sa1nue1, b. Sept. 17, 1805. 
ii. Lemon, b. Sep. 3, 1781; m. Oct. 1, 1807 Polly M. Goodrich 

(b. Apr. 22, 1788; d. Dec. 30, 1853); moved to Galway, 
Saratoga Co., N. Y., ea.rly in life: thence to Bluff 
Point, Yates Co., N. Y., in 1816: d. Nov. :-l, 1853: issue 
as follows: 

Ji 



a. Nancy Maria, b. Aug. 24, 1808; d. Feb. 27, 1914. 
b. Alanson S., b .. July 1, 1810; d .. June 10, 1890. 
c. Clarissa, b. Mar. 11. 1812; d. Nov. 11, 1877. 
d. Leman Osander, b. Apr. 14, 1814; d. Apr. 25, 1888. 
e. Levi Oliver, b. June 19, 1816; d. June 7, 1904. 
f. Allen Goodrich, b. June 13, 1818; d. May 7, 1868. 
g. Desire, b. Nov. 13, 1821; d. Sep. 1900. 
h. Sarah E., b. Dec. 7, 1824; d. Aug. 19, 1892. 
i. Bradley P., b. Dec. 14, 1827; d. Aug. 16, 1851. 
j. Mary Harriet, b. June 24, 1832; d. June 7, 1854. 

111. Sa1nuel, b. Dec. 30, 1784; d. Feb. 5, 1785. 
iv. Abigail B., b. Nov. 9, 1788; d. July 26, 1796. 
v. Alanson, b. Dec. 31, 1790; d .. June 7, 1793. 

MATTHEW DUNNING 4 (John 3, Benj 2, Theop 1. ), b. 1714; m. in Wil
ton, Dec. 9, 1742 Abigail Patchen (d. 1790, ae. 70); called "Deaoon 
Matthew"; in 1791 he, with 14 others, petitioned Williamstown, Mass., 
for a Baptist church; his estate was probated in 1807; in his will he 
mentions a wife, Mary (probably his 2d wife), and a son Matthew; 
monu111ents in S. Williamstown, Mass., opposite a church, formerly 
a Bapttst church; issue as follows: 

1. Matthew, was in expedition against Crown Point and Ticonderoga in 
1775; later was at Battle of Bennington, 1777, and marched 
on alarm at Saratoga in 1781; he made a deed after 1832; 
issue as follows: 

i. Matthew L., b. 1784; 9-. Apr. 10, 1832, ae. 48; buried at S. 
Williamstown, Mass. 

DAVID DUNNING 4 (J-ohn 3, Benj 2, r.rheop 1 ), b. Apr. 13, 1722; m. }-,eb. 
18, 1746 in Wilton. Conn., Hannah Mead (b. May 17, 1731; d. Apr. 15, 
1820); d. Apr. 10, 1777; estate d_istributed Nov. 20, 1780; issue as fol
lows: 

1. Stephen, b. Mar. 18, 1747; d. Dec. 18, 1752. 
2. David, b .. June 28, 1749; d. Ju]y 2, 1749. 
3. Anna, b. Nov. 25, 1750; d. Jan 27, 1801. 
4. David, b .. July 9, 17511; m. (1) 1775 Mary Sterling; 1n. (2) Sep. 20, 1820, 

Hannah Hyatt; children by first wife; issue as follows: 
i. Hannah, b. Nov. 1, 1775; d. Oct. 4, 1776. 

ii. Sarah, b. Oct. 28, 1777 d. Ifeb. 4, 1859. 
iii. navid, b .• July 7, 1780; d. May 19, 1813. 
iv. ,John b. Aug. 30, 1782; 1n. Sep. 6, 1810 Lydia.Jessup; d. Mar. 

16. 1872; issue as fol1ows: 
a. Mary Ann. 
b. Richard. 
c. Willian1 .Jessup, b. ---; m. Pauline--; had 4 chil

dren, Lydia A. (1839-1905); Mary E. (Sayre) d. 1913; 
Charles ,Jessup, d. 1872; William. 



v. Richard~ b. Aug. 30'.' 1,82 (twin of John): d .. Tuly 11, 1861. 
vi. .l~unes, b. Aug. 7, 1784; d. Feb. ~3, 1827._ 

vii. Anna, _b. Sep. 23, 1788; d. Feb. 8, 1860. 
viii. I">olly, b. June 6, 1794-~ d. Oct. 26, 1868. 

5. Stephen. b. Aug. 19, 1755; _d. Nov. 26, 1760. 
6. Josiah, b. July 11, 1758; d. }'Jar. o. 1777. 
7. Phebe, b. Mar. 8, 1761; d. Mar. 30, 1846. 
8. Moses, b. June 15, 1763; 1n. Sarah-- (d. Aug. 19, 1816, ae. 49); d. 

Mar. 13, 1819, ae. 56; lived in l\falta, Saratoga. Co., N. Y., 
and is buried in "Dunning Street" cemetery with his 
uncle, Micha.el. 

9. Aaron, b. Dec. 22, 1765; d._ Feb. 2, 183-1. 
10. Daniel, b .• Jan. 26, 1768; d .• Tune 10, 1802. 
11. Hannah, b. lfeb. 15, 1770; d. Apl'. 7, 1805. 
12. James, b. Dec. 28, 1771: d. Apr. 7, 1178. 

MICHAEL DUNNING 4 (J-ohn a, Benj 2, Theop t), b. 1726 Newtown; Conn.; 
m. (1) Mar. 6,"1745 Hannah Green (b. 1723; d. Jan. 9, 1775); m. (2) after 
1776, widow, Hannah (Morehouse) Rowland of 11,airfield Co_, Conn. 
(b. 1740; d. Apr. 29, 1813); moved from Fairfield Co., Ct., a.bout 1770, 
with 6 sons, to Saratoga Co., N. Y., settled first at Stillwater on the 
I-Iudson river, later founded the hamlet "Dunning Street" in Malta, 
N. Y., where there is today a large Presbyterian church and a ceme
tery containing graves of 37 Dunnings; d. Nov. 29, 1813, ae. 87; bur
ied in "Dunning Street" cemetery; issue as follows: 

1. Jesse, b. between 1745-50, Fairfield Co., Conn.; 1noved to Dutchess 
Co., N. Y.; had 3 sons and 3 daughters: 

i. Jesse, of Stillwater, Ii. Y.; said to have 1noved on the old 
hmne fann a,t Northeast, Dutchess Co., N. Y., when 
it was vacated in the late '40s by his brother, Sa1nuel, 
who moYed about that time to Lyons, N. Y. 

ii. Tho1nas Hill, of Rocheste1·, N. Y.; had at least one son as 
follows: 

a. Benson, lived and died at Rochester, N. y·_ 
iii. San1uel, b. Apr. 27, 1789, No1·theast, Dutchess Co., 

m. J>hebe Hughson; d. Dec. 30, 1876, Lyons, 
had issue as follows: 

a. He111an R., b. Dec. 1, 1809; d. Oct. 1, 1843. 
b. Mary Ann, b . .June 7, 1811; d. July 12, 18i8. 
c. Laura Ett, b. Apr. 11, 1814; d. Feb. 1882. 
d. _Horace H., b .. rune 17, 1816; d .. July 1, 1876. 
e. Nancy 1\'I., b. Apr. 6, 1818~ d. 1\Ia.y, 1882. 
f· Norman 0., b. Mar. 20, 1820; d. Oct., 1842. 
g. George W., b . .Tan.16, 1822; d. May 29, 1902 .. 
h. Willian1 A., b . .luly 31, 1828: d. Mar. 2, 1914. 

N. Y.; 
"l,,,.T 'T • l."· .I.,, 



i. ,1 u1ia A., b .• July 31, 1828 (twin of Wi11iam); d. Apr. 10, 
1906. 

j. Edwin P., b. Sep. 30, 1831; d. May 1904. 
2. l\[ichael, b. l\iay 20, 1750, Norwalk, Conn.; moved to Saratoga Co., N. 

- Y., about 1770; enlisted, 1777, in Capt. McCuen's Co., of 
Seth Warner's Regt., and commissioned 1st Lieut.; captured 
by British, 1779, a.nd exchauged June, 1782; promoted Capt., 
Nov. 12, 1779~ engaged in battles of Bennington and Hub
bardtown; m. in Stillwater, N. Y., Nov. 18, 1784 Hannah 
Gregory (b. Jan. 29, 1764; d. Dec. 10, 1840)~ Capt. Michael 
placed on the pension rolls, Mar. 25, 1835; d. Sep. 28, 1837 at 
Enfield, Tompkins (now Schuyler) Co., N. Y.; issue as fol
lows: 

i. '.firzah, b. Oct. 23, 1785; d. March 29, 1820. 
ii. Terah, b. Mar. 31, 1787; d. June 17, 1789. 

iii. Harriet, b. Aug. 19, 1789; d. 1833. 
iv. l\fahala., b. Mar. 10, 1791; d. Aug. 23, 1843. 
v. Beulah, b. Jan. 6, 1795; d.--, Ottawa, N. Y. 

vi. Mariah, b. Apr. 4, 1797; d. Jan. 11, 1873. 
vii. Michael, b. Nov. 28, l 798; d. E,eb. 17, 1861, in Wisconsin. 

viii. Urbane, b. l\'.I ar. 2, 1801; m. (1) Sep. 16, 1828 Eliza Egan (d. 
Nov. 5, 1852); m. (2) Mar. 8, 1856 Mrs. ArE!lda Gilbert 
~ohnson~ d. Dec. 1, 1867, Utica, N. Y; issue as follows:_ 

a. (Rev) Charles Urbane, b. July 31, 1829; m .. Nov. 25, 1858' 
llarriet ]". Batchelder (1840-1914); d. July 8, 1905. 

b. Ann Eliza, b. 1832,--, 
c. .J ohu Egan, b. 1835,-·· -
d. Wil1ia1n Daniel, b. 1837,----. 
e. Catherine ~ellie, b. 1838,--
1'. Edward Strong, b. 1841,-
g. Thon1as Goodsell, b. 1843,--

ix. Alvah Gregory, b. July-5, 1805; d. 1895. 
x. Samuel Sheldon, b. May 10, 1808; d. 1883. 

3. William, b. A pr. IO, 175i~ 1n. Sarah---(1756-1829); d. Nov. 19, 1837; 
liYed at l\falta, N. Y.; issue as follows: 

i. Hannah, b. July 19, 1778; d. Feb. 6, 1812. 
ii. "\iVilliam (Capt. Wm.), b. Aug. 2, 1780; drowned MaJ1 30, 1812. 

iii. Comfort, b. Feb. 23, 1783; d. April 15, 1848. 
iv. Tamezon, b. May 28, 1786; d. Jan. 3, 1809. 
v. Edward, b. Mar. 23, 1788; d. Feb. 27, 1861. 

vi. Zadock, b. Sep. 1, 1790; m. about 1813 Polly Collimer (1793-
1873); d. O.ct. 27, 1857; issue as follows: 

a. Joel Richard, b. July 4, 1815; d. Mar. 24. 1907. 
b. Barker, b. Mar. 29, 1817. 
c. Sarah O., b. Mar. 4, 1820. 
d. Ta1nezon, b. Jan. I. 1822. 



e. Permelia, b. Nov. 19, 1826 .. 
1'. Emil)", h. Oct. 20, 1828. 
g. Orcelia~ l>. l>ec. iJ. 18:m. 
h .. John, b. Dec. 25, 183;-J.---, address, Ballston, La.ke, N. 

Y., R. F. D. No. 2. 
L Nancy, b. Nov. :-J. 18:-J8,---address, l\frs. \Varren Arnald, 

Waterloo, N. ·y·_ 
j. Cyrena, died young. 

vii. Isaac. b. Sep. l 7H2; d. 1.\-Iar. 28, 1822. 
viii. Eli, b. Nov. 26, l'W4; d. ~Jan. 27, 1869. 
ix. Dollie, b. 1'iar. 5, 17H7. 
x. Ors1nyon, b. A pr. 4, 1799. 

-1-. ~Jan1es, b.1756; 1n. Abigail--(b.1756: d .. July 30, 1833);d .. Jan.22, 18:1\t. 
· 5. Lewis, b. Mar. 11, 17«5~ 1n. Hannah---(b. ,lan. 2{J, 17,o: d. Mar. 27, 

1853); d. Oct. 24, 1851; issue as follows: 
i. Polly, b. Oct. 7, 1786. 
ii. Nancy, b. Aug. 25, 1788; 1n. Nov. 7, 1805, John W. Patrick. 

iii. Lewis, b. Mar. 21, 1191. 
iv. Lucy, b_ ~tar_ 2, 1793. 
v. Cherry Ann, b. Aug. 15, l7U5. 

vi. Henry, b. Aug. 19, 1797; m. Ra.chel Burdette; went to Can
ada about 1810 and settled in Ontario; place still lcnown as 
the "Yankee Settlement"~ he died at. Napa.nee, Ont .. Can
ada; he left one son: 
a. Sylvester, b. at De1norestville, Ont; father of Rev. Henry 

N ., of Regina, Sask., Canada. 
vii. Charlotte, b. Aug. I~· 1799. 

viii. A1nanda, b. Aug. 7, 1801. 
ix. ,Jeremiah, b. Nov. 19, 1803. 
x. Betsy~ b. Aug. 17, 180:3. 

xi. .la1nes, b. Nov. 5, 1808. 
xii. Hannah, b. Aug. 22, 1~12. 

6. (Gen) ~lohn, b. 116&. officer (not Gen.) in War of 1812: later shei-itr 01' 
Saratoga Co., 1,.'Y: in. (1) .July 4, 1786 Sarah (Sal1J) Bene
dict (17<-SS-1813); 1n. (2) Sept 11. 1813 Olive Ed111onds (l 772-18;Ji): 
d. Oct. 15, 1850, ae. 84-; issue by first wife as follows: 

i. Reuben, b. Ap1·. 25, 1788~ d. Oct. 7, 1807. 
ii. .rohn, b. Oct. 20. 1790: d. Mar. 16. 185:J: sons as follows: 

a. Harlan P. 
b. Henry M. 

iii. Sally, b. Dec. 28, 1792; d. Oct. 11~ 1860. 
iv. l\ilatilda, b .. June 23, 1795~ d. July 25, 17Hlt 
v. Betsy, b. May 22. 1797; d. Sep. 15; li98. 

vi. (Rev) Richard, b. ~lul:r 14, 1799: m. Sep. 27, 1826 Joanna 
Beebe (1800-187H): d. Aug. 8, 1873 at Rochester, N. Y.; 
issue as follows: 



a .. Mary Ann, b. Oct. 3, 1828; d. Apr. 24, 1830. 
b. Edwin Reebe, M·. D., b .. July 11, 1830; d. Aug. 3, 1894, 

Paw .Paw, l\Hch. 
c. Warren Parker, b. Nov. 9, 1832; d .. June 20, 1847. 
d. Elizabeth Maria, b. June 17, 1835; d. Oct. 2, 1913. 
e .• John, b. Sep. 4-, 1837; d .. July 31, 1839. 
f. Harriet Newell, b .. June 15, 1839; d. Mar. 20, 1841. 
g. Cz;ar, b. l\'I ar. 19, 1844; d.--

vii. Czar, b. Aug. 22, 1801; d. 1884, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
VlU. Arum, b. Apr. 3, 1804. 
ix. Ularissa, b. Oct. 11, 1806; d. Jan. 21, 1823. 
x. :Ma.ry, u. l\'Iar. 12, 1809~ d. Sep. 7, 1828. 

xi. Matilda, b . .Tan. 2, 181JJ. 
i. Richard, b .• July 18, 1867; 1n. (1) SallY---(1781-1817); m; (2) Esther 

--------(1789-1846); d. Sep. 4, 1856, ae. 89; issue as follows: 
i. "l\f ichael N -~ b. 1815; d. Feb. 15, 1817. 

MICfIAEL DUNNING a ( Benj 2, "fheop 1), m. 1710 Margaret .E,oster in 
Jamaica, L. I.; was a witness, l\'Iay·20, 1714, to a deed made by J"ohn ]foster 
to John Messinger in .Jamaica; was a shoemaker by trade and was of the 
party which founded Goshen, Orange Co., N. Y ., in 1719; sheriff of Orange 
Co., 1738<m; had 4 sons, as follows: 

I. Jacob, In. l{etur~h Conkling~,·d. 1770. 
IL Samuel (Note.--ln 1910, -Mrs. Smith received _records from a, 

grandson of a .Jacob Dunning, b. 178_2, whose eldest dau. mar
ried in Goshen, N. Y.; J·acob, b. 1782, was the youngest son of a 
Sa1nuel H.,~-who Ii ved to be 10-l,- probably a son or a grandson 
of l\1ichael of Goshen.) 

Ill. .lames. 
l V. Michael, b. 1'425-20: his family lived in Sussex Co., ·N. J. (adjoin

ing Orange Co., N. Y.; 2 of his grandsons settled in ·Pa., near 
the ·N. \-r. line. ·· 

.. 1 A COB DUNNING 4 ( l\Hchael a, Renj ~, Theop 1 ), 1n. Keturah Conkling (b. 
in L. I.; she 1n. (2) Sep. 11, 1783 Capt. Jonathan Bailey, a widower 
with one dau. Mehitabel, who 111. John Dunning, .Jr., in 1793); Jacob 
d. 1770; will dated Oct. 15, 1770; issue as fol1ows: 

1. John (Lieut. ~John)~ b. 1740; In. Mary Seeley; was Lieut. in Capt. Isaac 
Vairs Co., Ulster Co., Militia, 1777-78; lived in Wallkill, 
Ulster Co., N. Y.; cl. 1795; issue as follows: 

i. John, ,Jr., b. 1765; m. 1793 l\lehitabel Bailey; d. 1841; issue 
as follows: 

a. Henry, b. 1794 at Stony E'ord, Orange Co., N. Y.; had 5 
sons, Charles Seeley, D. D., Horace, Edward P., and 
Wn1. Arnott. 

b. John (3), b. 1796. 
c .• Jonathan Bailey. 



d. Rosetta.. 
e. Charles Seeley. 
f. Horace. 
g. :Mary. 
h. Caroline. 
i. W 1n. Horton. 

ii .• Jacob. 
iii. Charles Seeley, n1. Susan--; issue as follows: 

a. Gabriel, b. Sept. 15, 1797; 111. {l) Dec. 9, 1817 .Keziah Case 
of Goshen, N. Y; m. (2) Susan (Sunday) Austin, a wid
ow; had 2 sons and 3 daughters, Susan .Jane, b. 1818; 
Charles, b. 1819; Orpha, b. 1821; Nathaniel Hailey, b. 
1823; Eliza, b. 1824. 

b. Mathias, b. Oct. 13, 1799; was married 6 tin1es~ his son. 
Rufus Libbie, b. 1828, was the father of l\frs. Ella May 
Smith, Columbus, Ohio. 

c. Elizabeth, m .• Joseph Gaston. 
d. Orpha. 
e. Samuel~ 

iv. Benjamin," killed, Minnisink Indian massacre, July 22, 1779. 
v. Temperance. 

2. Jacob (Lieut. Jacob). 
3. B_1mjamin, will executed 1770. 
4. Methitabel. 
5._ Mary . 

. 6. Bathf?heba. 

(Note.-lt is freely admitted by all who have investigated the earl)· 
records of the Orange Co., N. Y. family, that 111uch informatio11 is 
lacking. Please send all records on this fa1nily to Mrs. Ella. May 
Smith, 60 J eff.erso1i Ave., Columbus, Ohio. 

From this point, the narrative of the family becon1es too voltuninous 
to compress within the confines-. of a single essay. Not 1nany of the sons 
of the two brothers, Benjamin and John, 1noved far from the hmne lnca1it~· 
in Fairfield Co., Conn., but many of their g1·andsons did so~ giving 1·ise to 
numerous settlements of Dunnings in the states north and west. However 
it will be noted that Michael (1730-1810) son of Serjt. Benj., 1noved to 
Pownal, Vt., in 1762; and Michael (1726-1813) son of John (I), n1oved to Sar
atoga Co., N. Y., in 1770, both of the1n leaving Connecticut before the 
Revolution. A little later, when the tide of hnmigration to the newly 
opened country in New York and elsewhere, set in in earnest, many of the 
Fairfield Co., Conn., Dunnings followed, and to illustrate this exodus a 
note is here submitted by S. Wright D11nning, describing what took place 
in one of the families of the 2nd generation: 

"It is notable that no less than 6 of the 13 children of DAVID, b. 1711, 



(2d son of Se1·gt. Benj.) lived in the southern part of Vermont and in adja
cent parts of New York. They were: 

Ann, b. 1737; m. Francis Barnum, lived in Bennington, Vt. 
David, b. 1738; lived in Sandgate, Vt., about 20 miles north of Benning-

ton, next to the New York line. 
Gideon, b. 1742; lived in Galway, N. Y., a few miles west of Saratoga. 
Richard, b. 1747; lived in Dorset, Vt., some 10 miles north of Sandgate. 
Abigai1, m.--Murray; lived in Orwell, Vt., 6 mi. west of Ticonderoga. 
Silas, b. 1755; lived in Salem, N. Y., adjacent to Sandgate. 
Ilanna, b.--? m.--Hurd; lived in Moncton, Vt., much further 

north-about 15 miles fro1n Lake Champlain at Vergennes. 
At the same time, Matthew (son of John 1st) was in Williamstown, 

l\[ass., the town next to Pownal, Vt., on the south; Michael (son of Sergt. 
Benj.) was in Pownal; and Deacon Michael (son of John 1st) was in Still
water and l\1alta (Dunning Street), N. Y. To understand this we must 
remember that this country was first opened for settlement by the close of 
the War which made Canada English; that an exceptionally large propor
tion of the Colonial troops, who had campaigned in this country were from 
Connecticut, and were therefore informed as to its attractions. People 
swarmed there from Connecticut as they did between 1850-60 to Iowa, be
tween 1865-70 to Kansas and Nebraska, and after 1880 to the Dakotas, 
from states further east. I never heard it intimated that the ..children and 
grandchildren of Michael of Pownal, Vt., were aware that they were re
lated to any of these other Dunnings,-yet Michael of Pownal, Vt., and 
.Matthew of Williamstown, Mass., were first cousins." 

The above note mexely illustrates how numerous and how widely distri
buted are the 1nodern descendants of the old Connecticut stock of the 
Dunning family. To go into the matter much further would be to write 
a book, giving under proper classification, the descendants of each son of 
the three brothers, Benjamin, John and Michael Dunning. We are satis
fied that the foundation for such a work exists and with a united effort on 
the part of all the Dunnings interested, could be carried to completion. 
We desire, therefore, to make a definite call upon all who receive this pub
lication, to furnish the records of their families as indicated on the at
tached blank, to the representative of the branch to which they belong; 
for the Fairfield Co., Conn. family to M. B. Dunning, M. D., Bedford, 
Iowa; for the Orange Co., N. Y. family to Mrs. Ella May Smith, Jeffer
son Ave., Colu1nbus, Ohio; for all other branches of the Dunning family 
in America., please communicate with the authors. 

Recently two groups of Dunnings in New York state have engaged the 
attention and study of the writer in trying to locate their ancestry from 
the Fairfield Co., Conn., family, and are as follows. 

Dunnings in Yates Co., N. Y., are descended from a Lemon (or Leman) 
Dunning, (b. 1781; d. 1853); his father is said to have been a Samuel Dun
ning (b. 1753; d. about 1791), who married Desire Bradley in 1776. After 



the death of Sa1nuel, his \VJ.t'e Desire 1na,rried Abel Pulling in Conn.~ pre
su1nably in the-vicinity of- Newtown, and soon after brought her f'a.1nily to 
Saratoga Co.~ N. ·y·., froin which locali.ty, Le1non, nientioned above~ m·oved 
in 1816 to Yates Co., N; Y. Our records see1n to indicate that Samuel 
(1753-1791?) was 01· tl1e family, (possibly a grandson), of ,John, b. 1710 (one. 
of the twin sons of John 1st). · 

Dunnings in Wyoming Co., N~ Y., and vicinity, are descended from a 
David.-l)unning, b~ in Conn.; 1n. in Conn., to Susannah----: ca1ne to ·N. ·y·.,. 
in 1802 with 3 chi1dren and settled in \Vetllerstield, ,vy01ning Co., N. 1,..., 

. where he. ran a blacks1nith shop for about 25 years~ he then moved to 

. Ohi.o with a son, San1uel, a,_nd settled at Fa.irview, Ol~io, where h~ d. about 
1858-60; had a f~1nily of 10 children of which a very good record exists. By 
the most careful analy$iS of our- records, we ·(ire, as yet, unable · to say to· 
which Connecticut family this David l>elongs. 

In ·conclusion we desire to urge all -Dunnings who 1nay peruse these 
notes, to begin a systematic classification of their famiiies and con1muni.:. 
cate the results to the person·s mentioned above. Records and information 
on any particular branch will be gladly furnished on request. 

Respectfully sul;nnitted, 
Bedford, Iowa, ,lune 25, 1915. i\'l, B. DUNNING, }YI. D. 

S. ,vRIGHr.r DUNN.ING. 

NOTABLE ·ouNNINGS IN THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR. 
JOSIAII DUNNI.NG n (M:ichael 4, Benj s, Benj 2, r.rheop t), b.; Oct. i, liu5 

in Newtown, Conn.; -moved to Pownal, Vt., ·_J.7(i2.~ was a soldier of the 
Revolution· and took part in the bat,tles of Bennington, r.riconderoga 
and Saratoga; d. Feb. 27, 1842, in Sodus, N. Y.~ 1nonument in Pleas-
ant View Cemetery, Williamson, N. ·Y. _. · 

ELIA_S l)UNNING a (Richard 4, .Johns, Benj 2, Theop 1), Capt~ of the 
5th Co.,- of the 13th Conn. l\'Iilitia, which 1narched to and garrisoned 
rl'iconderqga after its capture; entered service Aug. 12, discharged 
Sept. ·-10, ·1176~ Capt. Elias is bul'ied· in Woodbury,· Conn., and the 
p1·obate records contain his will. 

MICHAEL DUNNING n (Michael 4, John a, Benj 2, Theop t),. b. 1\'Iay 20, 
1750, Newtown, Conn.; moved to Saratoga Co., N. Y., about.1770; en~ 
listed in 1777 at Stillwater, N. Y.; in Ca.pt. l\IcCuen's Co., of Seth 
Warner's Regt: in the fall of 1779, while a Lieut.; was captured by 
the British and confined in Montreal for 3 years; promoted Capt., 
Nov.·12, 177~) to rani{ fro1n July 16, but never served with that· rank: 
enga.ged in b~-ttle at Be1inington · and Hubbardton; pla.ced on pen
sion rolls, 1\-1:ar. 25; 1835, and died Sep. 28, 1837, at Enfield, Tompldns 
(now Schuyler) Co., N. Y. 

MATTHEW DUNNING 5 (Matthew 4, John 8, Renj 2, r.rheop 1), was a 
private in Capt. Sain Clark's Co., of Col. Benj. Shnond's Berksl1ire 



Ilegt., in 1777, also Corpora] in 17"77 and Sergt. in 1781 of sa111e Com
pany; took part in the battle of Bennington -and was said to have 
bee::i at the capture of Ticonderoga; he lived at Willia1nstown, Mass. 

NOTABLE DUNNINGS DECEASED. 
MICIIAEL DUNNI~G 4 (Benj 3, Benj 2, Theo_p 1), b. July 20, 1730, N~w

town, Conn.; moved about 1762 to Pownal, Vt., where he became 
town clerk and selectman and is often 1nen tioned in the town records; 
was the father of .Josiah, the Revolutionary soldier; d. Feb. 28, 1810, 
and is buried in Pownal, Vt., where his headstone sa,ys, '~Honest and 
industrious in Jife, a friend to the poor, a patriot of '76". Many of 
his descendants beca1ne pro1ninent in public life. · 

R.EV. ·BENJAMIN DUNNI_NG 5 (Ca.pt. Benj 4, Benj 3, Benj 2, Theop. 1), 

b .. lune 17, 1740, Newtow1i., Conn.; received A. B. from Yale in 1759; 
lieeused to preach 1760; preached in lVIarlboro, Ct., and later during 
the ReYo]ution at. Petti.pog· (now Essex), Conn.: d. May 12, 1785, mo~-
ument in old Essex Cemetery. · · 

RALPH DUNNING 7 (Tertius o, Rev. Beuj o,. Capt. Benj 4, Benj s, Benj 2, 

Theop 1 ); b. 181_1 in l\fiddletown, Conn.;_ entered the engineering 
branch of the U. s·. Army when Andrew Jackson was Pre~ident, and 
long its chief clerk; assisted in building many fortifications at Savan
nah, Chal']eston and on the Pacific Coast; -retired about 1880; d. May 
4, 1~05, at Broc~ldyn, N. Y. _ 

l\iIClTAEL I>UNNlNG 4 (Johns, Benj 2, Theop 1), b. 1726, Newtown~ 
Conn.; moved about 1770 with 6 sons to Saratoga Co., N. Y., settling 
tirst at 8tlllwater (on the _Hudson) and later foundi.ng the hamlet 
"Dunning Street," now Malta, N. Y.; d. Nov. 29, 1813, and is buried 
in Dunning Street Cetnetery which conta.ins 37 Dunning gra,ves; was 
the father of Capt. Michael, the Revolutiona.ry soldier; and is notable 
for-very 1nany descendants. 

RT~V. CHARLES URBANE DUNNING 7 (Urbane 6~ Capt. l\1ichae1 5, 

Michael 4, Johns, Benj 2, Theop 1), b.· July 31, 1829, Ithaca, N. Y.;· 
educated at Ilamilton College, Clinton, N. Y., and at M. E. ·Biblical 
Institute (now Boston University), Concord, N. H., where he gradu
ated hi 1855; ordained n1inister of the M. E. Church and served in the 
111injstry and as presiding elder in New Hampshire arid Mass.; d. July 
8, 1905, -Winchester, Mass. 

REV. ·110MER NORTI-IR-UP DUNNIN-G, I). D. s (Her1nan 1, Michael 6, 

· .Joh11 5, John 4, John a, Benj 2, Theop 1), b. July 17, 1824, Brookfield, 
Conu.; received A. B. fro1n Yale in 1848; Congregational pastor at 
Gloversville, N. Y., and at South Norwalk, Conn.; graduated at 
Union Theological Se1ninary in 1852: translated many Greek plays, 
the Old lligh German Nibel ungen Lied and 1nade a poetical para-



phrase of the Book o:f'.Job; he died l\la.r. 21, 189(;~ in South ·Non,·allc, 
Conn. 

BENJAMIN DUNNING 5 (.John 4, .Johns, Benj 2, Tlieop t), b. about 174-5 
at Newtown, Conn.; moved about 1767 to· Warren, Litchfield Co., 
Conn., where he had 12 children by two wives; called "Benj. of War
ren';; died before 1795 and chiefly notable for nu1nerous descendants; 
his widow, Mercy Shove, and 12 children moved to Cayuga Co., N. Y., 
before 1800. 

LEHl\IAN HERBERT DUNNING, 1\L D. s (Oscar M. ,, Isaac u, Benj 5, 

.John 4, John 3, Benj 2, Theop t), b. Apr. 2, 1850 in Edwardsburg~ 
l\Hch.; graduated Rush Med. College, 1872; elected Professor of Gyne
cology, Med. Coil. of Indiana, 1890; abdo1ninal surgeon and autho1·; 
Pres. Amer. Assoc. Obstetrieians and Gynecologists, 1903; died Jan. 
6, 1006, in Indianapolis, Indiana. 

REV. CHARLES SEELY DUNNTNG D. D. s, (Henry7, John 6, John o, 
Jacob t, Michael 3 , Benj 2 , Theop t), b. 1828 Wallkill, Orange Co. 
N. Y; A. B., Willia1ns College, 1848; graduated Union Theologic~,1 
Sen1inary, 1852, and instructor in Hebrew the1·e for· a year; pastor of 
churches in Franklin N. Y., and Honesdale, Pa; d. ,Tune 1, 1886 in 
Metuchen, N. J. 

BENJAMIN F. DUNNING 7 (Benj 6, John 5, J·acob 4, :Michael a, Benj 2, 

Theop t), of Warwick, Orange Co., N. Y: A. B., Union College~ an 
en1inent lawyer in the city of N. Y., and for a time the pa,rtne1· 01' 
Charles O'Conor. 

NOTABLE LIVING DUNNINGS. 
Descendants of Benj 3, Benj 2 , r.rheop 1 ; 

DAVID MONr.rGOMERY DUNNING s, b. 1844,--, Pres. Auburn Sav
ings Bank, Auburn, N. Y; a.lso his brothers, WILLIAM B., b. 1854, 
--, formerly in U.S. Navy, now a banker at Oakland, Calif; a11d 
SAMUEL W., b. 1858,--, Col. U. S. Ar1ny, retired, 1914. 

JOSHUA DUNNING s, b. 184:3,--, petroleu1nproducerof Bolivar, N. I'. 
LYl\'IAN ALLEN DUNNING 7, b. 1860,---, of Macrorie, Saskatchewan, 

Canada, formerly County Judge of Sheridan Co. North l)akota. 
NELSON MAX DUNNING 9, b. 181--,--,architect, Jl5 S. l)earborn St., 

Chicago. Ill. 
CIIt\RLES MOOAR DUNNING .s, b. --, architect, Oklahoma, Okla; 

was on the battleship Oregon in 1908. 
WILLIS MILLER DUNNING 8, b. 1860,---, Pres. Nat. Bank, Logan, 

Kansas. 
GRANT HENRY DUNNING s, b.1865, --, of Howell, ~Heh; Civ. Eng., 

U. of M., 1893; County Surveyor of Livingston Co., l\iich. 
CHARLES REYNOLDS DUNNING s, b. 184tl, --, of 3414 Wallace St., 

Philadelphia, Penna. 
ELLSWORTH E. DUNNING, b. 1861,--, VicePres., R. J". Schwab & 

Sons Co., Milwaukee, Wis., son of Rev. Sidney Walter, b. PenfieJd 



(now Webster) N. Y., and probably descended fron1 the same line 
through Michael 4 • 

Descend an ts of John 3 , Benj 2 , Theop t : 
REV. ALBERT ELIJAH DUNNING, D. D. s, b. 1844,---, noted di

vine and editor of "The Congregationalist"; retired 1912, address, 
Brookline, Mass. 

STEW ART NORTHRUP DUNNING 9, b. 1876,--, atty-at-law, 50 State 
St., Hartford, Conn; 

MEL VIN P. DUNNING 8 , b. 1836,--, Pres. Dunning & Stephens Com
mission Co., Buffalo, N. Y. 

FRANK DUNNING s, b. 184-5,--, Pres. Citizens Bank, Bedford, Iowa; 
EDWARD L. DUNNING s, b. 1862~--, of Winchester, Mass., also his 

brother, CHARLES H., b, 1868,--, of firm of Dunning Bros, 
Winchester, l\Iass; 

REV. HENRY N. DUNNING s b.--, of Regina, Sask., Canada. Pres
byterian minister. 

FRANK WALLACE DUNNING s, b. 1857,--, of Winthrop, Mass; and 
his brother, JAMES CZAR, b. 1859,---, of Bay City, Mich. 

Descend.ants of l\Uehael 3, Benj 2, Theop t; 
HENRY WHITE DUNNING 9, b. 1858,--, lawyer in Wilkesbarre, Pa. 
PROF. JOHN C. DUNNING, Professor of Political Science and Internat

ional Law at Brown University, Providence, R. I. 

Descendants of the Brunswick, Maine, F~.mily: 
GEORGE ANDREW DUNNING 6, b. 1828,--, Princeton Univ. 1880; 

Treas. and Gen. l\'Ianager of Standard Ice Mfg. Co., address, 15 S. 21 
St. PhiladelphiJ!., Pa. 

GEORGE L. DlTNNING 6, b. --, of Stratfield, Oregon .. 

Descendants of Kent Co., Delaware, Family: 
THOMAS STEPfIENSON DUNNING, M. D. o, b. 1848,--, homeopathic 

physician, 1328 N. 15th St. Philadelphia, Pa. 
REV. CHARLES THOMPSON DUNNING, D. D. 5, b. 1852,--,, grad

uate Dickinson College, 1872, from same school, A. M., 1875, D. D.~ 
1901; entered M. E. ministry, 1880, member Central Penna. Conference, 
address, Hollidaysburg, Pa; also his sons, CHARLES CREVER. 6 , b. 
1881,---, Science Dept., l:>eabody High Schoo_l, Pittsburgh, Pa.; 
and REV. J Al\1ES EDWIN 6, b. 1886, --, member Central Penna. 
Conference, M. E. church, address, Howard, Pa. 
Of Irish Descent: 

PRO.If. WILLIAM ARCHIBALD DUNliING, of Columbia University, 
N. Y. City; is a distinguished scholar, author of several historical 
works, and perhaps the most widely known of contemporary Dun
nings; his grand father, Patrick Dunning, came to New York from 
Glasgow, about 1795. 



,FAMILY RECORD. 

marriage ........................................................ . 

occupatio11 ...................................................... . 

residence ....................................................... . 

. . . . ... . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... 
(grandfather) birth. death . 

. 
marr1a.ge . ....................................................... . 

occupation ...................................................... . 

reside11ce. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........................................ . 

·· · {g~~iid~~ii;;;r · · · · · · ·· · · ·· · ....... ·· .. ·· .... bi riii: · · ...... · · · · · .... · .. · · · ·· ·· · · · · ·· a~a.iii: ·--· · · 
Children: . 

1. . ........................................................................................................... . 

birth. death. 
ii ....................................................... (give na1nes of all uncles and aunts) . 

. 
m.arr1age ............... -. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............... . 

occu pa, tion .............................. ........................ . 

residence ........................................................ . 

· ·. c~~th~~> ........................................ birth: ................................... dea ti~ ....... . 
Children: 

. 
1 .... ................ , .... , ..................................... ····· ........... ••· ............... ············ .. . 

birth. death. 
ii. ....................................................................... (all sisters ·and brothers). 

Make your inforn1ation full and accurate; the above for1n is intended 
to direct your efforts. Make your record on a separate sheet giving names 
in full and DATES of BIRTH, DEATH, 1\1ARRIAGE and change of loca
tion in the fa1nily. Send your record to one of the following persons: 

1\L B. DUNNING, M. D., Bedford, Iowa. 
MRS. ELLA MAY SMITl-I, 60 Jefferson Ave., Columbus, 0, for 

the Orange County., N. Y., family. 




