
~t. ~aur s C!tltur.ch. 
RED HOOK, DUCHESS CO.UNTY, NEW YORK. 

·• Thy best type, Desire 
Of the sad heart,-the Heavc:n-asc.:ending spire!" 

SIR E. B. L,·rrnN, 

•
1 Know'st thou this coµntry? 1

' 

SHAKSFERE's u T?.ue!.ftlz ]Vif:lzt.' 1 

·• -- it i::-. a goodly sight to see 
\Vhat Heaven hath done for this delicious land! 
\Vhat goodly prospects o'er the hills e.11:pand." 

BYRON'S n Cllilde Harold." 

H Signor, is all your family within?,, 
SHAKSP!!RE's HOt/iello." 

H On Fame's etern:111 bead-roll wol"thie to be fyled." 
SPENSER'S ''Faerie Quecni.·.' 

"Superior ,vorth y,mr RANK requires; 
for tha.t mankind reYeres your Sires; 
[f you degenerate frol!l your race, 
Their merit heighcc::ns your disgrace.' 1 

G.,v. 

By "'ANCHOR." 
[': I :~}-"- I ( * J. W:•·.~E P.' *) 

CHARLES H. l,..UDW[G, PRINTER, JO & 1~ READE STREET. 

1 8 8 1. 





~!JJ. Pl{Uu'~ Cflil~CJ{. 

• High springs the church, like 
Some founr-sh~tdowing- palm." 

. ~hU.1,\.N. 

·• I love the i\•}r-mantled tower, 

Rockecl Ly the stllnns-'' 

CuNr,..INGHAM. 

St. Paul's Episcopal Church is situated in the extremG 

north-west ,corner of 'Red Hook (the north-west tow·n of 

Duchess county.) The first _entry in connection wjth it, 

to he found in the records, bears date in December, 1816. 

This Church was incorporated agrneably to an Act of 

the Legislature, State of New York, in 1817, and. was 

admitted into the Union of the Protestant Episcopal 

Church, State of New York, 21st of October; same year. 

Rev. Henry· Anthon, then Deacon, afterwards Rector of 

St. Mark's, New York-was the first minister, having com

menced his services in the neighhorhoocl of Upper Reel Hook 

Landing-now Tivoli-in December, 1816. The first 

baptism noted was that of Mary Kimball, and the first 

burial, Joseph KimbaU, occurred in December, 1816. 

On the 7th of Julyi 1818, the corner-stone of the first 

church building was laid in a lot on the north-west corner 
3 
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of the main road running east from Tivoli to Upper Red 

Hook and the Germantown or Telegraph, then known as 

the River road, crossing the former at right-angles. The 

structure, unpretending, wa:, of wood, and known as the 

"White Church," in contradistinction to the Dlttch Re

formed Chui-ch, less than a mile farther to the north, on 

the same road, which was the oldest place of worship in 

the town, and recqgnized far and near as the '' Red 

Church," from its color. 

On the 27th of :May, 1819, St. Paul's was consecrated 

by the beloved and revered Bishop ,f olrn Henry Hobart, 

who at the same time celebrated the rnaniage of the 

Rector. St. Paul's is the second Episcopal congregation 

organized in Duchess cqunty, that of St. James, at Hyde 

Park, being the first. 

The first Wardens were Edwaru P. Livingston, Lieu-. 

tenant-GoYernor State of New York, 1831-32, and John S. 

Livingston, who had been first Judge of Columbia county. 

After a zealous discharge of his duties for three years, 

Mr. Anthon was succeeded in his charge by the followi11g 

gentlemen, several of whom rose to high dignities or pro

min~nt positions: Rev. Nathaniel T. Bruce, M. D., 

1820-24; Rev. William Sheldon, .1.824- ; Rev. Cicero 

S. Hawks, D. D., subsequently BiRhop of Missouri; Rev. 

Ravaud Kearny; Rev. John McCarty, D. D., afterwards 

Chaplain, U. S. A., with General Scott, who held the first 

Protestant services iµ the capital of Mexico, and preached 
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the first Evangelical sermon in the cathedral of that city; 

Rev. John Henry Hobart, son of the bishop of the same 

name; Rev. Henry de Koven; Rev. R. 0. Page; and Rev. 

G. Lewis Platt, A. M. The latter is still Rector, having 

officiated twenty-three years. 

The Rev. Messrs. E. A. Nichols, Adams, Bartlett and 

·Punderson also, at different times, have had temporary 

charge of the church, but not as Rectors. 

The original site was selected on account of its central 

position as to the congregation, who were scattered along 

the river and River 1·oad, north and s~uth, for a distance 

of over sixteen miles. The building of several other Epis-
< 

cop~l churches-three in this town and one in Clermont, 

Columbia county,-having drawn off a number of mem

bers, it was determined to sell the old, and build a new, 

church. The change was not satisfactory to all, because 

the grounds had been fenced and improved by one member 

ancl a free school erected by se\·eral in union, which finally 

fell into the hands of Geue1·al de Pey;;ter as sole trustee, 

in which about fifty scholar;; were educated by him at one 

time, many of whom did great credit ~o the institution. 

On June 16th, 1868, the corner-stone of the new Church. 

of St. Paul's was laid with im1wessive services, and an ap

propriate address was delivered by the Recto~·, Rev. G. 

Lewis Platt, A. M. 

The site is beautiful, on new River road, about a quar

ter of a mile north of the mai.n road from Tivoli station 
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to Madalin village. The grounds originally contained two 

acres, of which one ancl a half were deeded as his subscrip

tion to the Church by Mr. E. A. Li.vingsto11, ancl half au 

acre by General de Peyster as a part of his sulJscription. 

The latter gentleman subsequently added another acre to 

the west, and two acres more were purchased by the con

gregation to the south. The greater part of the land is 

handsomely disposed and thickly set with noble trees. 

The total cost of the structure, including the organ and all 

complete for consecration, according to one stateme~it was 

$18, 000 ; according to another, i22, 000. 

The origi~al suhRcription papm·s contain the following 

names: John S. Livingston, Robert E. Liviugston.and 

Johnston Livingston, each $1,500; the :Misses Clarkson, 

$1,200; General J. Watts de Peyster, $1,150, besides the 

land donated; Thomas Streatfiekl Clarkson and Mi8s 

Fredericka Clarkson, $1,000; Clermont Livingston, $800; 

:Miss Mary Clarkson, E. H. Ludlow, E. L. Ludlow, 

Valentine G. Hall, Jr. and Wm. I-L Hunt, the 11rese11t 

Secretary of the Navy, each ~500; Meil. Margaret Clarkson 

and Colonel Frederic de Peyster, Jr., each $100. 

A second call for funds was generously re~pon1ed to l,y 

a majority of the original donors. Thomas Streatficld 

Clarkson and Johnl'lton Livingston gave each $500; Mr. 

and Mrs. Clermont Livingston and sister, ~400; Robeit E. 

Livingston, $300; Eugene A. Livingston, $200; :Mr~. 
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Henry' B. Livingston, $150; and E. L. Ludlow, E. H. 

Ludlow and Valentine G. Hall, Jr., each $100. 

St. Paul's is a building of rough stone, roofed with slate, 

about 92 feet long and 57 feet wide outside of' all, with a 

'spacious chancel to _the rear, and a tower and spire at the 

· northea.'~t comer 90 feet high, partly stone and partly tim- · 
.. 

ber, surmounted by a large gilt cross. · The windows are 

partly of ground and partly of stained glass between 

buttresses. There is a s.emi-sexagonal transept to the 

south, whose interior constitutes the spacious pews of 

Johnston Livingston, Esq. and General de Peyster. The 

style of architecture is pure original English or N ormau 

Gothic, and now that it is almost entirely overgrown with 

five-leaved or American ivy, popularly known as the 

Virginia creeper-planted for the most part with her own 

hands and fostered with care by Mrs. Estelle L. de Peyster

ther~ is· scarcely a church to be seen anywhere throughout 

the land which presents a prettier picture. It faces the 

east and stands on a sort of esplanade ; from this fact, and 

tl1rough the judgment exhibited i11 taking advantage of the 

natural disposition of.the ground, and moreover, from its 

resti~g, as it \Vere, upon a long row ~f substantial vaults in 

the rear that seem to constitute a portion of -the foundation 

of the edifice,-the church, viewed from the west, towers 

{Lloft with graceful outline amid the original trees, as if 

c~mstructedupon an elevated artificial plateau. Thence, in 

every direction, the eye of a visitor rests on beautiful or 
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pleasi11g scenery, an!l to the westward he enjoys a mag

nificent prospect of the whole range of the Catskills. 

The 6rrading around the church was done uuder the 

personal superintenilence of Gen. de Peyster, and at the 

expense of :Mr. ,Johnston Livingston and himself. For 

this a handsome Resolution of Thanks was voted and 

presented by the "\T estry. From the northwest, again, the 

appearnnce of the church, springing up among the tall 
. ' 

trees and above the vaults, i~ imposing, and resembles 

some of the religious structures of Europe which are 

deemed worthy of especial notice in guide-books. 

The vaults, beginning to the south with that of Gen. 

de Peyster, immediately in the rear of- the chancel, were 

built by Johnston Livingston, by the Estate of John S. 

Livingston, Col. Louis Livingston, Roliert E. Livingston, 

T. Streat:field Clarkson, the Clarkson family and E. IL 

Ludlow. Cambridge Livingston has a handsome yault. 

apart, and Gen. de Peyster owns two plots to be used as 

positions for monuments, some of which have been already 

set up. James B. Toler, E. A. Livingston, V. G. Hall, 

Jr. and Col. Frederic de Peyster, second son of the 

General, each have been 1mrchasers of plots for vault 

purposes. 

Y ery peculiar arrangements ha,,e been entered into by 

the original subscribers for the protection for all time of 

their burial-places, so that this "God's acre" is less liable 

t.o probable or pos:'lible desecration or vandalism than any 
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other in the country. Even the style of monuments is 

under the safeguard of a committee, and the jurisdiction of 

the Vestry is restricted to the church itself and a space of 

only a few feet outside of the walls of it. 

As the grounds are new, the monuments are as yet few 

anrl principally eTected to membeTs of the Watts and de 

Peyster families. One of these, c1uite imposing from its 

situation and surroundiugs, of a peculiarly hard gray 

marqle which seems calculated to last forever, bears the 

name of J oHN WATTS on t h'e east base, and * J oHN "\VA TTS 

DE PEYSTER* on the west base and the following_ iuscrip

tions on two faces, ea_st and north : 

!n Memory of 
JOH:N" "WATTS, 

born in the city of New York, 
27th of August, 174!) (Old Style), 

and t1iec1 thei·e 
3rd (6th) Sept., 1836 (New Style): 

(3d Son of Hon. ,John Watts, Henior, 
Member King's Council, 

and destined Lt. GoY. Province of New York. 
and of Amie, eldest daughter of 

Etienne (Stephen) de Lancey,)-
Last Royal Recorder, City of New York, 17'i'-i-77; · 

Speaker of Assembly, S. K Y., 1791-9-t.; • 
:Member of Congress, U. S., 1793-95 ; 

First .Judge of ,v estchester Co., N. Y., 1806; 
&c., &c., &c. 

Founder and enclower of the Leake & VVatt~ 
Orphan Hom,e, New York Ci.ty. 

"VIR .iEQUANUIITA.TlS." 
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1n Memmy of 

and of his wife 
Mary Justina Watts, 

youngest; Child and Daughter of 
Hon. J obn "\Vatts, 2d ; and of Jane,

[the lattel'] Daughter of Peter de Lancey, 
"of the Mills,'' "\V estchester Co., N. Y. 

::md [ of] ;Elizabeth Colden, Daughter of 
Cadwallader Colden, Royal Lt. Gov. 

and Acting Gov. Province N. Y.
Born in New York City, 26th Oct., 1801, 

and died there 28th of July, 1821. 

The west and south sides of the plinth have no lettering. 

vVestwartl of this is a large ancl extremely tasty marble 

me1i10rial of a young and handsome Union officer, who 

died of the ultimate results of exposure and disease con

tracted during the Peninsular Campaign of 1862. On 

tlie obverse are a few lines, setting forth his name, rank, 

&c., as follows: 

FREDERIC DE PEYSTER, Jr . 
.Brevet Colonel, N. Y. V., 

Brevet Thfajor, U.S. V. 
Born in New York City, 

13th December, 18-l2, 
Die,l at Rose IIill, 
in the Township bf 

Red Hook, D11chess Co., 
30th October, 1874. 

of diseases contracted in the field, with the 
Army of North-

Eastern Virginia in 1861, 
and with the Army of the 

Potomac in 1862. 
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The reverse indicates where his remains have found 

their last resting-place, as follows: 

(Fomth Corps Badge, Secontl Di vision.) 
A. of the P. 

The mortal remains lie 
in his father's y~ult, 
west of the church. 

As he discharged both line and staff, or medical, duty 

in one of the New York regiments which was considered 

as belonging to the artillery, a ten-pounder Parrot gun 

which had performed service in putting down t):ie "Slave

holders' Rebellion," is planted at the corner of this 

monumental plot, which is guarded from intrusion by an 

apparently simple but costly fence of strong wrought iron 

-standardlil ~et in blocks of stone connected by heavy rods 

of the same metal. 

Immediately. south of the southern projection of the 

church, within an enclosure, and guarded by two ten

pounder Parrot guns, perhaps the very ones with which 

he served, ii$ an obelisk of white marble, sculptured with 

appropriate military emblems, erected iu honor of a young 

Union artillery officer. It bears the following inscription: 

In Memory of 
JOHN WATTS DE PEYSTER, Jr. 

- .Major First New York Vol. Artille1·y, 
Brevet Uolonel U . .S. V. and N. Y. V. 
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"Greatly distingui,:hed for gallantt-y 
and good conduct at the Battle of 

\Villiamshnrg" (:Monn.ay, 5th May, 186;], 
as Aid to his cousin, Maj. General 

Philip Kearny), '' and no less remarked 
for his coolness and courage Lmdet· 

me (Maj. Gen. Joseph Hooker) at the 
Battle of Chancellorsville" (2d, 3d, 4th 

Jfay, 1863, as Chief of Artillery, · 
2d Division, 6th Corps), to :Maj. General 

Albion P. Howe. 
After nearly ten years um-emitted 

suffering, the cousequence of 
arduous service in the field, he 

died 12th of April, 1873, in his native 
City of New York, aged 31 years, 

4 months and lO days. 

Immediately in the rear of the church and against the 

chancel wall is an'Other marble tablet, lettered as follows: 

'I'hird Corps, I,;t Div. and Sixth Corps, 2d Div. Badges. 

0 
In the Va ult beneath 

rest the mortal re.mains 
of Bt·evet Colonel 

.lOHN WATTS DE PEYSTER, Jr. 
Major 1st N. Y. Vol. Arty, 
Born 2d December, 18.J.l, 
in the city of New York, 

and died the1·e 12th of Ap1·il, 187'3. 
"A young officer" ( whom Kearny 
stylE•d '' as brave as· himself") "of 

zeal, energy, :md fired with a 
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patriotic ambition." 
( :i\Iajor Gen. Peek.) 

"A soldier of great forc,e in 
action, arid capable by hi-s 

personal heroism of iu,-piriug 
others with his own fiery courage." 

(Brig. Gen. Josh. T. Owen.) 
"The chivalric gallantry of 
character aucl the patriotic 
deYotion to duty which iecl 

Col. de Peyster in the voluntary 
performance of more than duty, 

to sacrifice upon the altar of 
his country, his he~lth and the 

bright promise of a noble manhood, 
justly entitle him to the favorable 

consideration of his government 
and the kind consideration of 

hi8 counnymeu." 
(.Maj. Gen. A. P. Howe.) 

In every position, as a Staff, 
Cavalry, atHl Artillery officer, 
equally distinguished, he died 

a ruartp- for the Union. 

In alluding to the vanlt, special mention should be made 

of the plain but enduring appearance of the one which 

belongs to G,ert. de Peyster. It is constructed of enormolts 

blocks of Hudson ri-ver bluestone, laid in courses, and 

looks as if it would last as long as humanity requires a 

place of sepulture; the entrance is closed with a wrought

iron door as strong as the structure ·itself, and bears a 

forged iron monogram. Everything seetns to be calculated 

to insure durability. On either side of the entrance are two. 
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other ten-pouucler Parrot guns, conceded hy the United 

States Government after the war. They are most appro

priate in4 their position, as they seem to sentinel the last 

repose of two, wl10, on terrible fields, 

"Knew their voiC'es of old," 
... 

although-as Tennyson beautifully expresses it in his 

'' Ode on the Death of the Duke of Wellington" -these 

young soldiers, who 

are 

"-hcat'd great' orcluauce in the field," 
"-in pitche~l battle heard 

Loud '!arums; neighing st,eecls anll trumpets cbng ! " 
I 

"Silent 
ForeVE!t' : awl what.ever tempests lower, 
Forever silent ; even if they hroke 
In thunder, Silent ! " 

The facade of Gen. de Peyster's vault is surmounted 

by a very handsome sarcophagus in Italian marble, bearing 

the following inscriptions: 

Facing west, obverse-

In Memory of 
MARIA LIVINGSTON DE PEYSTER, 

youngest cl:;mghter aucl chikl of 
John \<V atts and Estelle 

de Peyster. 
Born 7th July, 1852, 

Died 24th September, 1857. 
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Facihg cast, reverse-

In Memory of 
our beloved aunt, 

ELIZABETH WATTS LAtGHT, 
daughtel' of 

John and Jane de Lancey 
,vatts. 

Died 23cl June, 1866, 
aged 82 years. 

The first, on the obverse, is a L"ecord of one of the most 

remarkable children that ever gladdened the hearts of 

parents: she realized the hackueyetl truism of Shakespeare 

so often quoted and too often misapplied, 

"So wise, so young, they say, did ne'er live long." 

The reverse commemorates the name of one of the best 

of women; one of noblest examples of selt~cleuial and 

benevolence. Blessed with means, she employed them 

almost entirely in doing good and giving pleasure; not 

through a blind and indiscriminate charity, but by di vidiug 

ariJ.ong the needy and "God's poor" over six-sevenths of her 

income. Such examples of unostentatious generosity are 

very rare; but her gifts were inherited, for she was the 

daughter of the Hon. J olrn Watts of New York, who, , . 

becoming possessed of a large fortune by the premature 

death of a noble son, he would not ~ppropriate the funds 

that came into his· hands through such a calamity, but 

With them founded a Refuge for the_ Fatherless. Nor would 
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he take to himself the sole credit for his disinterestedness, 

but associated with his own name that of the connection 

from whom the fortune was originally derived and i1lso the 

idea of such an institution. 

Thus this grand charity, whose buildings on the crown

ing height overlook Central and Morning Side Parks, is 

known as the Leake and Watts Orphan House. It was so 

entitled by John Watts, who furnished the en<lowuient. 

The John G. Leake, ·whose name precedes his own, was 

the brother of' Major Robert Lea~e, who married Mar

garet Watts, sister of the philanthropist. He (John G. 

Leake) bequeathed his property to Robert Watts, the only 

surviving son (who died before his father) of John Watts, 

the founder. 







"0 ------4.,~--(l. 

••Come.we'll e'en to our countrr-seat repair." 
JOHN NORRI:-;. 

"Cedar and pine [hemlock] and branching [oak], 
A sylvan -"Cene; and as the ranks ascend, 

Shade abo\·e shade,~ woody theatre 
0( ~tateliest view.'' 

I\fLLTON. 

H \\'ithin an ancient forest's ample verge, 
But for convenience. and the use of life;-" 

NICHOLAS Ro\VE's Trag-t-·dy, HJan~ Short.',·• 

"'\Vhich sloping hills around enclose, 
There stands a lonely, hut a healthful dwe!liug. 
\\'here many a beech and bro\'nl oak grows: 

Beneath whose dark and branching bowers, 
[t's tides a far-famed river pour::;: 

By nature's beauties caught to please. 
Sweet Tusculum of rural ease." 

\VHAk.TON. 

Rose Hill, the country"seat of Gen. J oltn Watts de 

Peyster, is one of the loveliest spots conceirnble. It is 

especially so through the care taken to presene the 

primeval trees, of which there are nearly fifty varieties 

upon the grounds. The latt~r are suffered to remain, as far 

as possible, in their natural and romantic ·wildness. There 

are ravines spanned by simple bridges, precipices, a small 

artificial lakelet, hills, dales, dells, and curions roads 

climbing rough elevations ; all under the shade of a fornst 

in which evergreens predominate, so that the domain, 
19 
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overhead, appears almost as green after the deciduous 

trees have shed their foliage as when they were in full 

leaf. 

The long avenue is another striking feature, and the 

color of the road-bed, bister grey, harmonizes with the 

bordering trees, deciduous and evergreen alteruating, that 

form a long continuous arch overhead; midway one 

patriarchal white oak throws an enormous branch across 

the road to meet the opposite wild pear and pines, which 

spring up and mingle their varied green to constitute a 

massive span such as is rarely seen without the assistance 

of careful cultivation. 

The domain takes its name from the country-place oi 

the owner's great-grandfather, Hon. John Watts, Senior, 

in the city of New York, on a portion of which domair 

the General's city residence is erected. This origina 

estate gave its name to a large district of north-east N e"\1 

York a half century since, and embraced the grounds no" 

occupied by Bellevue Hospital. The original title wa 

derived from an estate in Scotland, just outside, but nm 

within, the limits of Edinburgh, wherein the old mansion 

'' Rose Hi1l,'' is still standing, massive and almost intac1 

although the grounds have been perverted to utilitaria 

purposes. About two hundred years ago its owner Wf 

known from this property as ''John Watt of Rose Hill, 

in connection with the marriage of his daughter, Margare 

to Sir Walter Riddell, Bart., whose family charter date 
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back to bet-ween 1124 and 1153, and to Da·dd, King of 

Scotland. .A.. number of poems by Burns were addressed 

to ·members of this family, ()f whom the present baronet is 

the tenth: 

"RosEHILL "-according to a response from Scotland in 
r.elation thereto---;-" is an old estate, or district, about one mile 
\vest from Edinburcrh on the old Gla~gow road, where Gard
n~r;s Crescent and 

0

several large churches are built. The 
Caledonian Railway passes tp.rongh it. There arn two places, 
or on~-sided streets, both called 'Rosehill Place.' vVhen 
·Gardner's Crescent is mentioned in the 'Edinbmgh Directory' 
it is called Gardner's Crescent 'Rosehill,' denoting the district 
or country ; but it is nearly all built over ancl must be very 
valuable property to t.he proprietors. Grove strnet is also 
part of it ; the Canal Basin is on it, ancl Union Canal passes 
through it. There are several places ' Rosebank' and 'Rose 
Crescent' in the vicinity; it is near Dalay House. It was a 
beautiful place before it was built over; I 1·emember it nearly 
fifty years since myself. 

'' Rosehill House descrilrnd in this paper is about 2000 feet 
south-west of the Castle and just north-east of Grove Square, 
and about 2000 feet west by south of the Grassmarket. 

"There is an hospital for decayed merchants and shop
_keepers; called ' vV att's Hospital,' in Leith Lincks, near the foot 
of the Easter road, a fine house and grounds. I have seen it 
hundreds of times. It was built and endowed with funds left 

.. by a gentleman of the name of Watt, who died many years 
.since. It is for people who have been in good cit·cumstanceR, 
but decayed ; but whether this "\V att was conneeted with 

· .' 'Rosehill' 01· not I cannot ascertain." 
. . '' Rosehill House is still standing and in very good repair, 
althotigh likely to be pulled down in two or three years to 
ma~e · room for new houses. It is on the left hand ·side of 
Tobago street, as you go west from the Canal Basin to the 
Haymarket station of the Caledonian Railway, a little bit 
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past Grove street.. It is a large ~qua re builcli ng, t<ix:ty feet 
square, [plastered] yellow [dull oclm•J harled (mottlell), 
within a gate. It is three stories high, four winLlows in a row 
on E~very floor to the front, with a belt of ,;tone above the undet·
windows ; tlw semi-eircle or half-ro1;nd projection has a 

'splendid view to the west and has windows on each flo01·. The 
windows are a good distanC".e from each other, on the old 
fashioned plan. A modern house of the same size would have 
twice as many windows. It has a flattish ~fate<l. roof. There 
are very large grounds connected with it ; the garcle1ts have 
been let to a market-gardener for many years, but the great 
portion of the grounds have been used as a coal-depot by the 
Caledonian Railway Company. The house is oceupiwl hy 
Mr. Burn, coal merchant; although too lat·ge for any ordinary 
family. 

"There is [another] good. old house called' Rose Hall' on the 
old Dalkeith road, [at.the] head of Blackett place; but Edin
burgh has extended so much and been built over, :ind the old 
names are altered alHl forgotten." 

"There is also a place called' Rose hill,' or 'The Hermitage,' 
at Frithfi.elcl, near the Bathi,,, East End, Leith Links." 

So dear was tl1eir original home, '' Rose Hill,'' to all of 

the ''Watt'' or '' Watts '' family, that, wherever they 

locate,. they testify their affectiouate regard by naming 

their country-places after the ancestral house near "Auld 

Reekie." 

Few private residences, on any ri\Ter, streari1 or estuary, 

have been or could be placed in such a position as the Rose 

Rill Mansion on the Hudson. It stands on a bluff between 

seventy and eighty feet aLove tide-water, and a1>ont tho 

same distance from the original edge of the steep hank. It 

commands a view up and down the Hudson of, perhaps, 
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twenty; miles of water, although the eye can detect the 

coµrse of the stream much farther than this distance, since 

the eminenees, on either side, which mal'k its course, are 

plainly visible from the piazza for nearly twenty-five 

miles to the southward. From the same spot a sea of 

mountains are in sight: the highest summits of the 

Catskills; "Hunter Mountain or the Liberty Cap," 

or "Round Top," 4050 feet, and "High Peak or the 

Man on the Mountain," are almost directly opposite·, 

while to the south-,vest stretches away the Shawangunk 

range. . On the night of a National festi ml, for instance 

the 4th of July, the symhols of rejoicing, such as bonfires, 

illutriinations and rockets, are plainly visible throughout a 

vast area. 

The channel runs immediately along the shore in front of 

the de Peyster house, and fishermen who. set their eel-pots 

in the "Pool," say that these require liir1es between eighty 

and ninety feet long; so deep is it, in fact, that the largest 

·, steamboats havi: run so close in, that from the brink 

~~bove a biscuit could have been pitched upon the upper 

. deck. This actually occurred some years ago, before the 

·ra~lroad was built, when a i'rnge day-boat, forced out of 

· its.course to avoid a collision with sailing vessels, sheered 

• in so near to the bank that bet\l'een _the vessel and the 

sli()ie ·was less than the cast of an ordinary fishing- line. 

In the era of sailing vessels, ove~ eighty liave been counted 

in sight· at once; and at present, at night, very often, from 



24 

just north of the "Klein Sopus Light," or "Swaannen 

Plaat," below' Port Ewing, the stream is ablaze with the 

light of steamboats and their luminous" tows,'.' as brilliant 

as if it was an aquatic "festival of lanterns." ·rn rarely 

exceptional years, but more frequently of late, the salt 

water makes farther and farther up the river, especially in 

times of drouth, when, its fresh somces and feeders being 

diminisheJ in volume, the waters of the Hudson become 

brackish. In such seasons, crabs have been taken within a 

few miles of Rose Hill, and its owner is perfectly cogni

sant of the capture of seals in Esopus, or Saugerties, creek, 

opposite; having seen the fresh and bleeding pelt of one, 

just skinned, which had been taken in a fyke. Accordiug 

to the old 1·ecords, a whale once ascended to Albany, 

grounded and died on a fl.at ; and once, if not twice, within 

forty years1 porl!oises were seen leaping in front of Rose 

Hill. Sea-gulls, dri veh inland hy tempests, often make 

their appearance in flocks in the vicinity. 

Since the Hudson River Railroad so completely marred 

the beauty of the left bank of the Hudson, it is almost 

impossible to realize the former beauties of Rose Hill 

promontory, originally known as '•Snake Point," on account 

of the enormous number of copperheads which frequented 

its rocks and the dense undergrowth which coYered it. It 

<lid not take long, however, to exterminate these reptiles. 

Specimens, some of them enormous, over four feet long 

and three or four inches through, were killed; and, almost 
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. incredible as the statement may seem, a black snake, 

twelve to fourteen feet long, was seen by the owner of 

Rose Hill and other credible witnesses, and hunted by the 

·-former, escaping up a tree. Clearing up the woods, but es

::Pe~ially burning the leaves-which accumulate annually in 

•· enormous quantities-and t~e branches thrown down by 

'.violent winds at different periods of the year, have so 

completely rid th~ premises of snakes that even harmless 

ones are very rarely met1 

Rose Hill projects so far out into the river that it is 

beyond the islands two miles below, which at one time 

were about in the centre of the wide expanse of water 

between the main shores. Nearly one-half of this, how

ever-to the eastward, through natural as well as artificial 

causes-has been gradually-in the course of a ce1:tury-' 

converted into pasture or bog and a waste of water-weeds. 

To give a better id~a, however, of the projection, 

steamboats which pass down in front have to sheer in so 

fa:r: in making their landing at Tivoli, a quarter of a mile 

~elow, that they disappear from the sight of those looking 

·:southward and watching them from the piazza of the 

mansion. 

Rose Hill House itself has grown like one of the old 

English family hou_ses, with the increase of the family, 

until in strange but picturesque ontline-the prevailing 

style being the Italian-somewhat ii1 the shape of a cross; 

it is now 114 feet long by 87 feet deep. The to,ver in the 
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reai:, devoted to librnl'y pmposes, rises to the height 

of about sixty feet. This library, first and last, has 

contained between twenty and thirty thousand volumes. 

Such indefinite languag~ is used, because the owner has 

donated over half this number to the New York Histol'ical 

Society, the, New York Soci~ty Liln·al'y, and a number of 

other similar organizations in different pal'ts of the United 

States. As a working library, r_eplete with dictionaries 

and cyclopredias, in many tougnes a11d on almost every 

subject, it is a marvel. It is likewise very Yaluable for its 

collections on military and several other special topics. 

From it was selected and given to the New York 

Historical Society, one of the finest possible collections 

on the History of Holland, from the earliest period down 

to the present time. In spite of all these donations it is 

still a curiosity shop; not only for a bibliophile, but for 

a curio-seeker. 

The figures vary from the vast basalt image of Centeotl, 

the Aztec Goddess of Plenty, from the '' House of tlte 

Gods," at Toluca-brought thence by Major-General (then 

Major, U. S. A.) J. W. Phelps-down to ex,1 uisite miniature 

modern bronzes; the swords from the most valuable 

Damascus blades down to the rude Javanese wood-knife 

and a Kabyle yataghan brought home. from Algiers by the 

General himself; the fireanns, from the first breech

loading rifle ever used by troops in line of battle-invented 

in 1775 and a present from the inventor, Col. Patrick 
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Ferguson, who fell in command at King's Mountain, 7th 

.October, 1780; to the General's grandfather, a young and 

, trusted · captain under him-down to the most apprm-ed 

breech-1oaders of the present time ; the pistols, from 

diminutives of exquisite workmanship ( one pair richly 

inlaid) presented by Goveruor, the Earl of Bellomnnt, to 

Colonel de Peyster over 180 years ago, down through a 

series representing various changes of locks and mountings, 

'to the '' leyeling" last imprnvements in revolvers; the 

:flags, from Union colors ·which bear the marks of years _ 

_ of battle, down to Rebel standards brought out of captmed 

Richmond by the ,General's youngest son, who hoisted the 

first' REAL A~nerican FLAG over the captured Rel,eI 

capitol and capital; t11e curios, from the seal, cui:i and 

fork of the first de Peyster, through seven generations and 

changes of form and engraving, to curiosities. of simi1ar 

kinds of recent date. A. long series of family portraits 

cover the walls, beginning with a reproduction representing 

"The Six \V orthy de Heers," wbo drew .i.p the earliest 

· charter of the city of New York-of whom one was 

Johannis de Peyster, first in the country-through many a 

· distinguished civilian and soldier down to the likenesses of 

the General's three gallant sons, who, between the ages 

of eighteen and twenty-two, ,rn11 the brevet of Colonel 

during the bloody war to suppress the "Slaveholders' 

Rebellion." The log-books of Arent Schuyler de Peyster, 

an adventurous navigator, the discoverer of the de Peyster 
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and other groups of islands in the Pacific, giving the 

details of his voyages-lie beside records of the even 

stranger life of his uncle, O()lonel Arent Schuyler de 

Peyster, of the 8th, or the King's Regiment of (British) 

Foot, who, in early youth, was one of the first British officers 

to visit and record in rnrse the beauties of Lake George, 

embodied in his rare and Yaluallle "Miscellanies," and to 

erect one of the first buildings in that region: a saw-ri1ill 

near the falls, ,vOTked by the water-powet· of the rapids of 

the Niagara. 

Among the portraits referred to, embl·acing.likenesses 

of a number of distinguished soldiers, i:;; one of the 

General's uncle, George Watts, who, as First Lieutenant, 

First U. S. Light Dragoons, and Aide~de-Carnp to Genernl 

Winfield Scott, by l1is coolness and courage saved the life of' 

his superior from the tomahawk and scalping-knife of 

Indians in British pay-as Scott has often related to friends 

-when the General had been invited out to breakfast for 

the very purp.ise of betraying him to the savages. This was 

just previous to the battle of Chippewa. Genera1 Scott said 

that on this occasion he made quicker mrming than at any 

other time during his life, after setting down untasted the 

cup of coffee he was just raising to his lips, and aLandoning 

his cocked hat as a trophy. 

On a sand bluff, belonging to the present de Peyster 

property, and overlooking Tivoli landiug and post-office, 

is the oldest graveyard in this section of the country: so 
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old that there has been no recorded, or remembered, 

~r ·designated interment within the century. It was 

dnce a very pretty spot, shaded with large, wild plum 

trees, quite a grove. Beneath these, there we1·e a con

i1iderable number of funereal tokens, several very costly 

;f~r the era in which they were placed, besides others of 

~fess pretention. The vandalism v,,hich denuded the 

spot· of its trees for firewood was not as bad as that 

which !iad previously made spoil of the, memorials. It 

is said that the brick supports and foundations of the 

slabs were appropriated to other uses, and the slabs them

selves, in some instances, converted into flagstones. The 

oldest stone, on which the inscription is legible, is that: 

''ln Memory of Tryntie · (English Catharine) [Benson], 

wife of Col. Martin Hoffmann, who died 31st of March, 

1765." 'l'his Colonel Hoffman was the great-grandson of 

Martin us Hoffman, who emigrated from Sweden to America 

-~IJ.d settled at Shawangunk, in Ulster county, New York. 

,B:_e·.was a man of mark and means. The next in order of 

time is that of Mrs. Hannah Vosburgh, daughter of Col. 

John Ashley of Sheffield(~ Mass.), wife of Martin Vosburgh, 

another man of property for his day. She died 30th June, 

1764. - The next again, in regard to time, is the slab in -

memory of Mr. Lawrence Knickerbacker, who died 20th 

December, 1766. The last on which the record is 

decipherable, has 'the Jate of 3d April, 1773; it bears 

the name of _ Helena V au ,v yck, wife of Zacharias 
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Hoffman, who appears to have been the father of Qo1onel 

Martin-, and the grandson of the first Martinus-, Hoffmann. 

If so, Col. Martin Hoffman and Tryntie, his wife, are the 

great-grandparents of Theodore A. Hoffman, the JH'e'sent 

able and influential postmaster at Tivoli. 

Another stone, which was thrown out by the frost, 

slipped clown and ·was recovered from a barnyard below

and belongs properly to the burial-gl'Ouncl above described 

-is now set up in the monumental plot belonging to Gen. 

de Peyster in the rear of St. Paul's Church, facing his 

vault. The material is red sandstone, and time and frost 

has rendered the lettering very indistinct; the following, 

however, is still legible : 

" In Memory of John Vos burgh, Was horn No \'em her : 

the 5 : 1680 : and Departed this Lifo }\fay the : 28 : 1775: 

Aged : 94 : Years : 6 : 1\fonths and : 23 : Days." 

The farpily of whom deceased was a. member are no 

longer residents of this immediate vicinity, in which they 

once exercised a considerable influence. 

About half a mile south of Rose Hill is the dwelling of 

his son, Colonel Johnston Livingston de Peyster, '' the 

Chateau of Tivoli," from which the landing, post-office, 

station and incorporated village take their name. It was 

built shoitly after the Revolution, for it appears on an old 

map1 very finely executed by the celebrated engraver St. 

Memin, which bears the elate of 1795. At this time the owner, 

Monsieur de Labaygarre, had hcen for some time domiciled 
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. in Red Hook, and occupied in deveL•iping a succession of 

"visionary projects, all of whfoh t·esulted in 1williaut failures. 

0
' A. mulberry-grove--the germ of a projected vast silk-worm 

~. culture-still flourishi11g on an adjacent hill; the Yestiges 
=-.· ' -

/of pits opened in search of porcelain clay; the surveys of 

/firojected city that was to rival New York aml render 

;:'the enthusiastic schemer as wealthy as Rothschild: all 

;'~he~e and more such projects went to water, and only the 

• 9hateau and a portion of the endente, or encompassing wall 

with its oaken postern, remain to recall the memory of a 

.man of grand ideas Lut of little practical applicatioE . 

. This old home, remodeled so that merely the original 

octagon centre remains, is now in the 1>ossession of Col. 

· ,T oh:i:iston Livingston de Peyster, who enjoys the rare 

honor of having been breveted up from Lieutenant to 

Lieutenant-Colonel by the Uuited States, and to full 

Colonel by his native State', for ,vhat he performed when 

only eighteen years of age. It is likely that he was the 

;t)nngest Brevet Colonel in the country, and he v\'aS 

worthy of the distinction, for Providence accorde_cl to him 

tb.e •glory which could not be du1Jli.cafed, of hoisting the 

"first real American flag" over the capitol of tlte captured 

Rebel capital, Richmond ; an act which put the seal, so to 

spea~, to the fact consummated thereby, the termination 

of the War of Secession; more appropriately styled by 

many, "the Slaveholders' Rebellion"-the term justly as

cribed to it, as selected to appear iu the inscription upon 
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the Soldiers' Monument, erected m Nov., 1866, in the 

village of Madaliu, formerly Myersville, now Madalin 

P. 0., about half a mile east of Rose Hill. 

Tms IMMEDIATE NEIGHBORHOOD 

'['O HEH 

DEFENDERS, 

WHO LOST THEIR Ll\'ES IN SUPPRESSING THE 

SLAVEHOLDERS' REBELLION 
AND SUSTAINING THE 

GOVERNMENT 

OF THE PEOPLE, FOR THI£ PEOPLE, BY THE PEOPLE, 







H Their choice nobility and flow<::r 
Met from all parts to solemnize this feast." 

~fILTON, 

H One whose extraction from an ancient lint:! 
Gives hope again that well-born men may shine;; 

The meane:;t in your nature mild and good. 
The noble rest secured in the blood.'' 

'\VALLER. 

H Nobility claimed by the right r.ifblood. 
Shews chiefly, that our ancestors desired 
\Vhat we inherit: but that ntan u 1!wse adivns 
Purchase a real merit to lz.i11ueif, 
And ranks kim in t!te /i.!e of praz'...,·e and honour, 
Creates his tJWn ~zdi·ancemcnt." 

BEAUMONT & FLETCHER'S H Fair lJ,faid of the inn." t629. 

Wheti r1al Nobleness accompanies the imaginary one of.Binh, the imaginary 
leen:is to mix with the Real and become:; Real too.'' Lon.n GREYlLLE. 

H Gentle deed, makes gentle bleid." 
SCOTCH PROVERB. 

W1s somewhat remarkable that the idea presented by 

$'Q].o:riion as to physical progression in a circle-" Unto the 

pl~ce ,':from whence the rivers come, thither" [by evapo

ration gathering into clouds and discharging . their 

moistnre ·in snow, hail, sleet and rain] "they return 

~ain ''c_this same rule in many instances applies to 

-~ilies. How often does the exile and even" the emigrant 

~'.\tggle and straggle back to repossess himself of, or 
35 
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establish himself near, or lay down his ·wearied bones in, 

au ancestral nest. This rule has certainly applied to the 

owner of Rose Hill. Two hundred years ago his ancestors 

owned much land, and successive generations of progeni

tors resided where they are now to be found. In the very 

mansion in which his grandfather, Frederic de Peyster, 

married his wife, Helen Hake, ahout ninety years ago, 

General de Peyster found his wife, Estelle Livingston, 

belonging to the same race. The fact is, all the leading 

families in the Colony of the New· Netherlands, afterwards 

the Province of New York, had not only become connected 

by marriage before the commencement of the Revolution, 

but in many instances they were knit together hy the 

strongest and closest additional ties of blood. 

Brigadier-General ( M. F. S. N. Y.) Brevet J\Iajor

General ( N. G. · S. N. Y.) JOHN \V ATTs DE PnsTER, the 

owner of Rose· Hill, is the immediate representative of 

two families who exercised a leading influence in the 

Colony and Province of New York, and filled the most 

important offices under the Dutch and English adminis

trations, through his paternal and maternal, as well as 

co~lateral lines, through reciprocal marriages with \Vattses, 

de Lanceys, Coldens, Livingstous, Beekmans, ·schuylers, 

van Cortlandt~ and other prominent stems. 

The first of the de Peyster family, J ohannis I., who came 

to this country about 1645, was the scion of an exiled or 

refug~e French Protestant family, and was a young man of 
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_means for the period and of unusual a1)ility. However 

noble or closely allied to the nobility of France, the ex

patriated Huguenots soon had to tur11: their abilities to 

whatever would produce the means of livelihood. J ohannis 

seemed already to belong to the class in Holland whom Sir 

William Temple styles '' Renteneers" (French, Rentiers), 

i. e., those who had means enough to produce a fixed 

income sufficient to support them comfortably. As Col. 

Richard Nicolls, the first English Governor, remarked, 

"he could make a better platform speech than any other 

man outside of Parliament.'' This J ohannis was descended 

from one _of the unhappy Huguenot families who were 

compelled to leave France after the :Massacre of St. Bar

tholomew, 24th August, 1572. The other members of this 

_circle were scattered far and wide by this cruel, crimson 

;?atyclysm. One wandered as far east as Greece(?), others 

settled in Holland, another in England. J ohannis, born 

in Harlem (Holland)-where he married his wife, Cornelia 

Lubbertse, a native of the same place-transferred his 

fortunes to the New World. He brought out with him 

many curious articles of furniture, some beautiful pictures, 

portraits, and articles of silver, which for their conception 

and execution are equal to any manufactured at this time. 

His first commission on record, was that of Adelborst 

(or noole-born), or cadet in one of the city companies. 

This shows he must have been very young when he first 

came over, and consequently it is likely that he returned to 
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Holland for his wife, who survived him. It may be asked 

why there is any uncertainty about such important facts in a 

family history. T~e answer is as simple as clear. Time, the 

great destroyer and scatterer, was, in the case of the de Pey

ster and Wattses, assisted by confiscation, exile, and, worst 

of all and most clestructi ve to arehi ves, fire! According to 

a sketch for a picture .executed at the period, he was one 

of '' The Six,'' who were associated to draw up the first 

charter for the city of New Amsterdam, now N cw York. 

He filled, successively, between 1655 and 167, the offices of 

Schepen, Burgomaster, Alderman and Deputy Mayor. Ou 

the 15th of October, 1677, he ,vas appointed Mayor, but 

declined the promotion in con;;equence of his imperfect 

acquaintance with the English language. His descendants 

were all distinguished for their public spirit and activity in 

· connection with the affairs of the city. One of his grand

daughters was mother of '\Villiam Alexander, titular Earl 

of Stirling, major-general in the Continental army. Gris

wold, in his scarce work, "Washington and his Generals of 

the Revolution'' (I., 165 ), observes, '' the mother ( of the 

Earl of Stirling) was an extraordinary person." Those 

who knew her personally, and lived to relate their early 

experiences to individuals still alive, confirmed this remark, 

adding that her remarkable mental charms and capacity 

were not more striking than her graces of face and person. 

The eldest son of this Joliannis I., Abraham I., was 

one of the most distinguished men in the Colony in which 
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he was born, 8th July, 1657. On the 5th April, 1684, 

· dming a visit to Amsterdam, he married his kinswoman, 

•Catherina de Peyster. This Abraham held successively 

the offices of Alderman, 1685; Mayor, 1691-5; Judge of 

the Supreme Court; Member of the King's Council; as 

presiding officer of the same, acting Governor in 1700 ; 

and Colonel commanding the Militia (Horse, one company, 
. . 

and Foot, eight companies, 685 men) belonging to the 

City and County of New York. 

'' Col. Abraliarn de Peyster presided occasionally at 

. ~he Council in 1700, as the eldest member of the Board · 

present, in the absence of Col. Smith, with whose preten

sions at that time any one acquainted with the political 

history of New York must be familiar. In point of sen

iority Col. de Peyster stood No. 3, Col. Peter Schuyler 

being also his senior, but he a;_bsented himself likewise. 

It is singulct1', as showing how Aistorical events, like 

f asAions in cfress, r·epeat themselves and reappear, tllat 

'the very principles of government that divided Smith 

and de Peyster in those dliys, caused a d1'.vision in the 

Octbinet in Canada under the late Lorcl .1.rietcalf and the 

-constit1ttional views advocated by de Peyster were only 

permanently triurnphant 1mder· the present Lord Elgin. 

The progress of the present age is sometimes in a circle." 

In 1706; he was appointed Treasurer of the Provinces of 

New York and New Jersey. Few men have exhibited 

more patriotism than he did in crises. This quality was 



40 

only equalled by his liberality. "\Yhoever became his ac

quaintance was speedily transmuted into a warm friend. 

He was the intimate friend of Richard Coote, Earl of Bello

mont,. the best governor who ever administered the affairs· 

of this Colony, Province or State. He was likewise the 

friend of a man of the most opposite character, the cele

brated William Penn, who in one of his letters particularly 

-alludes to the fascination of de Peyster's good humor. 

·wherever he went he won golden opinions, and he lived 

long enough to see his children holding or fitting them

selves to hold the highest positions in society and publi~ 

affairs . 

.Although this sketch will be confined as far as possible 

to direct descent, still it is impossible uot to mention other 

members of the family who have peculiarly distinguished 

themselves. One of the grandsons of Abraham I. was the 

good and gallant Col. Arent' Schuyler de Peyster, who re

ceived his first commission as Ensign in the deservedly 

celebrated Eighth," the :King's '' Regiment of British Foot, 

(in 1688, Princess Anne's Regiment) 10th of June, 1755, 

and rose through a long period of interesting and im

portant service to its command, 12th of October, 1793. 

For many years, as Captain and Major, he was stationed 

on the remote frontier, particularly at Michilimacinac. 

While at this post his control of the Indian tribes ·was ex

ercised for good. After the Revolution became a certainty, 

he more th~n once was called upon to bring them from the 
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remotest poin~s-from the Mississippi, clown towards St. 

Louis, W., from the shores of Lake Superior, N. "\V., and 

from the colder regons of Lake Nipissiug, N.-to partici

pate in operations which culminated in conflicts on Lake 

Champlain, the upper Hudson, on the Mohawk, at Oriskan:}'.", 

and Hoosic, miscalled Bennington, in 1777. Curious to 

state, one of his first orders in thi_s connection was dared 

4th July, 1776, which will be forever famous as the nmni

nal, not the actual, Anniwrsary of the Declaration of 

American Independence. As a subaltern he was one of 

the first British officers to explore the region about Lake 

George, and he recorded the incidents of his visit to these 

lovely and historic spots in a series of poems, one or more 

of which were em bodied in his '':Miscellanies.'' This rare 

work-now almost unattainable-containing a large 

amount of valuable and interesting information in connec

tion with the Indians and the period, published at Dumfries 

some ninety years ago,- has been a mine for historians in 

preparing treatises on regions in which he exercised com

mands or influence. Colonel, then Lieut. de Peyster, 

built on the site of the Porter mansion, a saw-mill at Niagara 

Falls in 1767, one of the first, if not the first, civilized 

construction at that point. 

About the end of the XVIII. century, Col. de Peyster 

settled at Dumfries, Scotland, and resided at a country

seat name<l "Mavis (Lark) Hall," and he lies buried 

under an imposing monument in the chapel-yard of St. 
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Michael's in that city. Here, '' towards the close of his 

life, having held a royal commission for over fourscore 

years, he was called upon to embody, discipline and com

mand the First Regiment of.Dumfries Voli.mteers,organized 

to defend the United Kingdom against the menaces of 

invasion by the forces of the successive French revolution

ary governments. The poet Burns carried a musket in this 

regiment, and the private and field officer engaged, unknown 

to each other, in a poetical controversy in the columns of 

the Dumfries Jou-rnal. :Many of the survi\'ing members of 

this regiment, to mark their regard for the memory of the 

deceased, resumed [at his funeral] the habiliments so long 

laid aside, while a party of the privates carried his body to 

the grave, supported by the staff of the Dumfriesshire 

Militia." To this Col. de Peyster, Burns addressed, in 

1796, his sparkling verses sometimes entitled "A J>oem 

on Life.'' 

"In his person Col. de Peyster was tall, soldier-like and 

commanding; in his manners easy, affable and open ; in 

his affections warm, generous and sincere; in his principles, 

and particularly his political principles, firm even to 

inflexibility. No man, we believe, ever possessed more of 

the principle of vitality. Old age, which had silvered his 

hair and furrowed his cheeks, appeared to make no im

pression on his inner man; and those who knew Lim best 

declare that up to _the period of his illness his mind 

appeared as actirn, and his intellect as vigorous, as they 



43 

were fifty years ago. When the we~ther permitted he 

still took his accustomed exercise, and walked round the 

billiard table or bestrode his gigantic charger, apparently 

with as little difficulty as a man of middle age. When so 

mounted we have often fancied we beheld in him the last 

connecting link between the Old and New Schools of 

military men." 

The nephew and namesake of the colonel, Arent 

Schuyler de Peyster, junior, was quite a distinguished 

navigator and explorer of the Pacific and the western 

coast of America, when both as yet were little known to 

our people. No sensational romance, ever written, could 
' embody more startling adventures than fell to his lot. 

Roving over the Pacific, of ·which there were then few and 

unreliable charts, he more than once· narrowly escaped 

shipwreck on coral reefs, the existence of which were 

utterly unkno-wn. On one occasion, at night, the jib-a-jib

boom of his vessel, the '' Elizabeth,'' was actually over 

the outer breakers of an exterior reef when she came 

about. The grim horror of the situation and the knowledge 

of the rich cargo confided to his skill, had such an effect 

upon the young skipper's mind that when he came on deck 

the next morning he was told that a large tuft of hair, just 

above the forehead, had become white through anxiety. 

During one voyage, in 1809, he discovered several groups 

of islands to the north of the Fijee Archipelago, one of 

these comprising seventeen islands. One of considerable 
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size bears his name, the de Peyster or Peyster Group. 

Another circlet of islets, surrounding a large lagoon, in 

the South Paci.fie, he named after a friend, Mr. Ellice. He -

was on tht South .American coast at the same time when 

the celebrated Admiral Cochrane was operating against 

the Spaniards, and, the one in blockading the ports, then 

Spanish, and the other in running the blockade, came in 

_ contact more than once. Young de Peyster was very near 

engaging with his clipper brigantine, a Spanish corvette 

which undertook to deprive him and his crew of the fruits 

of a dangerous venture, and the action was only prevented 

. by the interference of his personal friend, the British 

Admiral Hardy-the officer ~n whose arms Nelson died

then lying in the harbor of Valparaiso. Hardy intimated 

to the Spanish Captain-General of Chili, who had invoked 

his interposition, that if the royal officials did not right 

the matter, he believed that de Peyster would attempt the 

capture of the corvette, and the admiral subsequently 

admit_ted thl;!.t he thought de Peyster, despite the disparity 

of his force, would have been successful. On another 

voyage from Calcutta to England, the young .American 

ran so close in to St. Helena, in a fog, that he was satisfied 

that if Napoleon had only been able to take advantage of 

the circumstance, the captive Corsican could have been 

carried off from Longwood. When the fog lifted and the 

proximity of the "Elizabeth" was discovered, the whole 

garrison and the flotilla of guard-ships were in commotion. 
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A sloop-of-war slipped her cables and started out to investi

gate, and it was with diffioulty that de Peyster could give 

satisfactory explanations of his untimely apparition off the 

island and receive permission to resume his voyage. 

Abraham II., eldest son of Abraham I., married Mar

garet, eldest daughter of Jacobus van Cortlandt. He 

succeeded his father. as Treasurer of New York and New 

Jersey. His benevolence has been celebrated in the work 

devoted to a description of the startling "Adventures of 

Mons. Viand." The whole city turned out to accompany 

his remains to their last resting-place. He was a gentleman 

of large means, and very commanding influence, both pet·

sonally and through his powerful connections, as Smith in his 

history admits-although the historian was a bitter political 

enemy of the· de Peyster, 'N atts, and de Lancey families, 

and those united to these through blood or marriage. 

He died 17th September, 1767, universally respected, 

regretted and beloved. His fifth son, Frederic-from his 

elegance of dress and deportment, known as " the Mar

quis, "-was appointed Treasurer in his room. This son 

Frederic did not serve, but resigned the position to go to 

France to inherit an estate left him by Madame van der 

Hulst de Peyster of Rouen. 

James I., the eldest son of Abraham II., 1'uarried 

. Sarah, daughter of Hon. Joseph Reade, Member of the 

King's Council. Her brother. John Reade, was the owner 

of the land and point now in possession of J olmston 



46 

Livingston, known as Reade Hoek; and from this known 

circumstance the oldest inhabitants always agreed that the 

present town of Red Hook took its name. Margaret, the 

eldest daughter of James, married Colonel Thomas James, 

commandant of the (single) Britiiih Regiment of Royal 

Artillery. Her three brothers, Abraham III., at the age 

of 23, was senior Captain in the 4th or King's American 

Regiment; James II., about 20, was Captain-Lieutenant, 

commanding Colonel's qompany, Grenadiers, of the same 

regiment ; and Frederic I., before he was 18, was Captain 

of an Independent Loyal Company, known as the ''Nass au 

(Long Island) Blues'' and afterwards Captain in the N. Y. 

Vols. or King: s (Third) .American Regiment. All these 

troops were organized by the British government to 

oppose the rebellion or revolution of the Thirteen Colonies. 

The line through Abraham III.-the ~ldest surviving 

son-failed through the successive death of all the 

males, without male issue. James IL left no children ; 

and James (III.) F., the eldest son of Frederic, I., be

came the head of the family, although Frederic, III., the 

youngest surviving son, .is much the _best known and most 

eminent. 

Frederic (I.) de Peyster married in the house of his 

great-uncle, Gilbert R. Livingston, Helen, only daughter 

of Commissary-General Samuel Hake, B. A. The house 

referred to, and doubtless known·in 1800 as "Green Hill," 

was pureh.a1led about 1810 by John S. Livingston, and is 



47 

now in possession of his youngest surviving son, Col. Louis 

Livingston. This was the only edifice in this neighborhood 

spared by the British when they ascended the Hudson in 

1777. It was preserved because the owner was a Loyalist 

and had been an officer in the royal service. The mother 

of Helen (Hake) de Peyster was Helen Livingston, eldeGt 

daughter of Rob~rt Gilbert Livingston, eldest son of Gil

bert, second son of the First Lord of Livingston Manor, wh<) 

settled in Duchess county; his brothers having their estates 

in what is now known as Columbia county. Robert Gilbert 

Livingston married Catharine McPheaclres, daughter of a 

rich landed proprietor, ·who at that time resided in Duchess 

county. He afterwards removed to Portsmouth, New 

Hampshire, where he built the noted m~msion now known 

-as the Warner, Sherburne, or Whipple· House, described 

in Brewster's "Rambles About Portsmouth," First Series, 

Ramble xxv., pages 140-44. Capt. McPheadres, like the 

Gilbert Branch of the Livingston family, the de Peysters, 

W attses, de Lanceys and other kindred stocks, adhered to 

the crown, and like all the Loyalists atoned for his ad

~erence to principle by the confiscation of his property. 

Capt. McPheadres returned to England and occupied 

even as high a social position there as he had enjoyed in 

America. 

James F. (Ferguson, so named after Col. Patrick 

Ferguson, B. A. the hero and victim of King's Mountain, 

7th October, 1780), the eldest son of Frederic (I.) de 
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Peyster1 entered the United States Army at the age of 21, 

as First Lieutenant of the 42d Infantry, on the 80th 

March, 1814, and on the 14th next month, April, he was 

promoted to a captaincy. 

Frederic II., youngest and only (1881) surviving son of 

Frederic (I.) de Peyster, married Mary Justina, youngest 

child and daughter of Hou. J ohu "\Vatts, II. 

Robert Watt or Watts, the first of his family in America, 

was the second son of J ohu Watt, of Rose Hill, thus 

styled-mentioned in Burke's P~erage, 1850, p. 836, and 

other similar works-in connection with the marriage of 

his daughter, :Margaret, with Sir Walter Riddell, · Bart. 

This Robert, born in Edfoburgh, came out to New York 

toward the close o~ the XYIIth centmy and married, about 

1706, :Mary, daughter of William Nicolls or Nicoll, Esq., 

of Nicoll Manor. or Islip, on Long Island, :N. Y. Robert 

Watts intended to return to, and resettle in, Scotland, but 

the death of his first two children at Edinburgh, in 1724, 

determined his remaining in America. John ,Vatts, the 

son of the above Robert and Mary, was one of th'e most 

uoted men in the Colony or Province of New York. After 

filling a number of public offices, with credit to himself 

and benefit to his follow-citizens, he ,ms made a member 

of the King's Council, and, had the mother country 

succeeded in putting down the Rebellion~ he was destined 

to be the Lieutcnaut-Govemor and acting Governor of 

the Province. He was the first President of the New 
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York City Hospital. His town-house was in Pearl street,. 

near Whitehall, and was consumed in the great fire of 

1776, and his country residence, Rose Hill, between the 

Bloomingdale and Old Post Roads and the East River, 

and between Twenty-first and Twenty-seventh streets, 

covered about fifty-four whole - and half- blocks in the 

XVIIIth ward of the city of New York. 

His letters to Gen. Monckton, accidentally discovered in 

England, and published by the :Massachusetts Historical 

Society, present the best pictures of men and manners, 

politics and public feeling, just previous to the outbreak of -

the American Revolution, of any that have been preserved 

or recovered. Like his son John, he was a monument -of 

aflliction. Driven into exile by an ungrateful populace 

whose rights he had always endeavored to maintain, his 

· elegant property was confiscated; although, through absence 

from the country, he should have been excepted from the 

effects of such an iniquitous act of spoliation and ven

geance. His noble, stately and handsome wife, Ann de 

Lancey, died of a broken heart in New York and her 

husband a martyr to duty and loyalty in exile in Wales, 

22d January, 1794, and was buried in St. James, Piccadilly, 

London. Of their children, Robert, the eldest son, married 

Mary, eldest daughter of William Alexander, Major

General in the Continental Army, and titular Earl of Stir

ling; Ann, their eldest daughter, married Hon. Archibald 

Kennedy and became Countess of Cassilis ; Susan married 
4 . 
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.Philip Kearny and ·was mothei· of 11aj.-Gen. Stephen 

"\Vatts Kearny, the conqueror of New :Mexico and Cali

fornia; Mary*marrjed Sir John Johniion, Bart., and like 

her father, suffered the pains of exile and confiscation of 

property; Stephen, the famous l\[ajor ,v atts, of Oris

kany; and Johu, the public benefactor, ma-rried Jane de 

Laney, youngest daughter of Peter de Laney, "of the 

Mills," ·w estchester Co., N. Y., and was through his 

youngest c~tild and daughter, the lovely and intellectual, 

Mary Justina, the grandfather of Gen. John Watts de 

Peyster, of Rose Hill. 

* * * * * 
FREDERIC (II.) DE PEYSTER-father of Gen. de Peyster 

-occupies an en viable position. After attaining a ripeness 

of years-85-which is reached by very few in the fullness 

of health and "intelligence, he is reaping a full harvest, the 

fruits of a life of Yirtne, industry and ability. He is, and 

* The sufferings of thiH unJesetTedly unfortunate wife
whose infant perished through tho sufferings attending her 
escape from the Jisloyal Americans-were communicated in 
a pamphlet entitled "Adventures of a Lady [Mary ("\V-atts) 
Johnson, wife of Sir .T ohn ,fohmon, Bart.] in the "\Var of Inde
pendence in America," writtei1 by one of her clescendauts, 
marrierl to the hereditary 01rner of vYorkington Hall, "the 
fine ca:-;tellated mansion of the CLLrwen family, on a wooded 
height above the town, 'which was a refuge of ~Iary, Qneen 
of Scots, after her flight from her defeat at Langside'" (15th 
May 1568), ancl printed at ,v orkiugton, by P. D. Lam.be, 
"Solway Pilot Office," 187!. 
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has been for years, President of the New York Historical 

' Society, of the Board of Trustees of the New York Society 

Library and of the St. Nicholas Club. In addition to these 

he occupies important positions in connection with a 

number of societies-charitable, literary and business. He 

has been President of the St. Nicholas Society. He is 

author of a number of historical works of the highest 

merit, which have won for him a reputation at home and 

abroad sucl1 as few amateur writers enjoy. 

Frederic de Peyster (II.), LL. D., H. F. R. H. S. G. 

B., has been a J\Iember of the N. Y. Historical Society 

since January, 1824; Corresponding Secretary, 1827-28; 

1838-43; Secretary, 1829-37; Foreign Correfjponding 

Secretary, 1844; Second Vice-President, 1850-63 ; Pres

ident, 1864-66, 1873-81; Member of Executive Com

mittee, either by appointment or ex-officio, since 1827. 

He was also Vice-President of tho Li\_ssociation of the 

Alumni of Columbia College, Vice-President of the Society 

for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children; for over forty 

years Clerk of the Board of Trnstees of the Leake and 

Watts Orphan House, fou[\ded hy the father of his wife, 

Mary Justina Watts; Senior W arclen of Ascension Church; 

Vice-President of the Home of the Incurables; one of 

three, Committee on Instruction, Institution for the In

struction of the Deaf and Dumb ; Trustee of the Bible and 

Common Prayer-Book Society; Honorary Member of the 

Royal Historical Society of Great Britain, &c., &c., &c.; 
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formerly prominently connected with the Soldiers and 

Sailors' Home at Bath, Steuben county, N. Y. ; and with 

the Halleck, and the Farragut, Monument Associations. 

He is the author of a number of obituary notices, 

pamphlets and addresses, amounting in matter and value 

to volumes, the latest of the series being his ''Address on the 

Life and Administration of Richard, Earl of Bellomont," 

an exquisite production, both as a literary and publishing 

effort, illustrated with portraits taken by a peculiar process 

from originals in possession of the author, and fac-similes of 

manuscripts from originals among the treasures of the 

N. Y. Historical Society. The most remarkable facts con

nected with this address are that it was prepared and 

delivered by a gentleman 83 years of age, the delivery 

occupying one hour and three-quarters. How very few 

persons who have reached this advanced term would have 

been able to make such a physical effort; much more pre

pare for it by long and arduous study and labor. It is 

probable that Mr. de Peyster bas ready for the rostrum 

and printer, unpublished, 1. A Brief Sketch of the New 

York Society Library, with Proofs of its [comparative? as 

regards this country] Antiquity; 2. A Review of the Ad

ministration of Governor, Col. Benjamin Fletcher, the bad 

predecessor of the good Bellomont. Mr. de Peyster's five 

principal works: 1. The Culture Demanded by the Age; 

2. William III. as a Reformer; 3. Prominent Men of the 

English Revolution; 4. Life and Administration of Earl 
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Bellomont; 5. Early Political History of New York-have 

been pron~mnced by a competent judge as "worthy pro

ductions--'accurate, logical and scholarly." 

Gen. de Peyster, like his father, has been one of the 

most indu~trious of literary workers. He has published a 

small librali-y of volumes and pamphlets on historical, mili

tary and miscellaneous subjects, including poems, besides 

contributing long series of articles to monthlies, weeklies 

and dailies, particularly in connection with the American 

Revolution and "Slaveholder's Rebellion." These latter, 

in themselves, would constitute, if gathered together, a 

score of volumes, in small pica type, of 500 pages each. 

They are absolute authorities on the subjects of which 

they treat. 

The following beautiful tribute to the owner of Rose 

Hill, from the pen of one of the loveliest and brightest 

young ladies of '' blue blood'' of New York, and written for 

a magnificent social entertainment, was endorsed by one 

of our most enterprising and generous naval worthies, 

Com. C. H. B--, as "True Poetry and Strikes Home: " 

" I know a mind both clear and bright, 
A memory keen and true ; 

A wond'rous power for wrong or right, 
And granted to the few. 

Dost recognize my hero's fame? 
And yet I'll not reveal his name." 

Of all the rewards which the General has received

and they are numerous and valuable-he esteems most 



54 

highly, 1, the three magnificent medals sent to him by Oscar 

I., King of Sweden, for a, military Biography of Field 

Marshal Leonard Torstenson, Generalissimo, 1641 to 16-16, 

the manliest figure of the "Thirty Years' War;" 2, a gold 

medal, in accordance with general orders, issued in 1851, 

through the Adjutant-General S. N. Y., for'' zeal, devotion 

and meritorious service; " 3, another medal presented by 

Governor W ashingtou Hunt, in 1852, as a testimonial of the 

valuable results of his military in \'estigations in Europe 

as applicable to the Militia and Fire Departments of his 

native State and country-reports embodying a vast number 

of suggestions, all of which the General has lh~ed to see 

developed in practical application, especially in the Paid 

Fire Department of the City of New York_; 4, the most 

magnificent badge ever fabricated in this country, set with 

jewels of appro1)riate colors, voted to him in 1870 by the 

Third Army Corps Union, of which the General is the 

:first and one of the only three honorary members permitted 

by its constitution, for his successful efforts to perpetuate 

the services of '' the glorious old -fighting Third Corps, as 

wE undm•stand it;" and 5, "the Brevet of Major-General 

S. N. Y.," conferred upon him_ in 1866 by Concurrent 

Resolution, after investigation and debate, of the New 

York State Legislature. This last honor is the only 

instance of such a high brevet accorded to an officer, in 

the same manner, by any State in the Union. 

Gen. de Peyster married Estelle Li vingst01J, daughter 



55 

of J ohu S. Livingston and Anna Maria Martina Thompson, 

only daughter of Capt. ·William Thompson, an officer in 

the Pennsylvania Line of the Revolutionary army; Strange 

to say,•the General and his wife belong to the same gene

ration-the seventh-the first through the second and the 

second through the first-from the first Lord of Livingston 

Manor, and tb.ey both resided and still li.ve on land, or 

adjoining that of ancestors who owned it six generations 

previous. They had five children-two daughters, the 

eldest, Estelle Elizabeth, married to James B. Toler, Esq., 

and the youngest, Maria Livingston, who died a child; 

also three sons, all of whom were in the Ullion service, 

and will be the subjects of especial mention hereinafter. 

So few are cognizant of the facts alluded to in the letter 

following, that its insertion seems a simple matter of duty. 

The reference to Gen. Oust requires a short explanation. 

After reading a pamphlet by Gen. de Peyster on "Practieal 

Strategy," this General Sir Edward Oust, Bart., a W el

lington and Peninsular \·eteran, author of the "Ann;;i,ls of 

the Wars,': 9 vols., &c., &c., &c., dedicated to his subse

quent American friend, as yet unknown, his next work, 

"LiYes of the Warriors (XVII. Century)," 2 vols., pub

lished at London in 1869. This Dedication was not a mere

ly formal compliment, snrnmetl up in a few words, but a 

'' Letter Dedicatory '' of xxxvii. pages. Nor did the 

esteem end witldhis. A l01ig ~orrespondence ensued, kept 

up until jm;t before Gen. Cust's fatal illness. In his Last 
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the British officer notified Gen. de Peyster that he had had 

his portrait painted for him, and that it would follow the 

letter immediately. News by cable of the veteran's decease 

almost immediately ensued, and his son, the present baro-

11et, transmitted the likeness, elegantly painted and 

mounted. 

[coPY.] 

DEAR GENERAL: 

N mv Y om-:, June 4th, 1869. 

I Ree the question agitated by the English press, "\Vho is 
Gen. de Peyster, to whom Gen. Cnst dedicated his last mili
t,ary work? As one who knows, I can answer from several 
standpoints. First and foremost he is blood cousin of my 
friend, Major-General Phil. Kearny, who proved himself the 
best field-fighting general of the war, and who I have no 
hesitation in pronouncing the most thornugh and accomplishd 
general the war prodticed up to the period of his untimely 
death at Chantilly, which alone prevented his advancement to 
the command of the Army of the Pct0mac, as I 'have reason 
to know from repeated assurance of Pre8ident Lincoln. 

Next, I do know that President Lincoln at one time con
templated giving Geneml de Peyster the high military 
position of chief of his personal staff, an independent organi
zation contemplated, and warranted by the demands and 
necessities of the occasion, which appointment was overruled 
by interested· parties who were unwilling the General should 
occupy a position so important and independent. 

Yrs. truly, 
[srG:NED,] PET. HALSTED. 

,Just as, in 1775, the de Peysters adhered to the go\'ern

ment under which they had prospered, and paid the last 

full measure of devotion to Loyalty and Duty to the crown, 
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just so, in 1861-5, they were found, again, in the front 

rank of Loyalty and Duty to the Union. 
' . 

The servi~es rendered tu his country by Col. J. Watts 

de Peyster, Jr., born 2cl December, 1S41, and died 12th 

April, 1873, in his native city of New York, are 1)est told 

in the reports and by the attests of his superiors, and are 

,almost sufficiently summed up through the quotations · 

inscribed upon his monument, hereinbefore cited. 

One piece of duty, however, performed by this young 

officer, has never been sufficiently dwelt upon, and is best 

told in the language of another Union officer, Major:. 

General Alexander Shaler, U. S. Y., who bad the amplest 

opportunities of ju<lging of its value. 

Just after this ga1lant soldier came back from the war, 

he met Gen. de Peyster in the street and got talking to 

the latter about the battle of Chancellorsville, or, rather, 

Fredericksburg II. Shaler said, "de Peyster, when '\\'e 

were marching do,vn to Bank's Ford, I can recall with 

what attention we listened to the thunder of Howe's 

artillery on the heights above. I said to myself, as long 

as those guns keep on talking at that rate, I feel that we 

are safe, for they are holding off the Rebs, that would 

otherwise press us as we continue on down to the bridge 

of boats. I kept my ear :fixed on those guns and, while 

we were crossing, still on those guns. When we were, 

safely over the river, Howe's artillery was still bellowing 

away, but the sound came nearer and nearer, and more 
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and more distinct. Pretty soon the leading regiments of 

Ho°\\'e's Division came· filing do·wn to the bridge, hut the 

guns were still going. Those guns saved the Sixth Corps. 

The man >\·ho handled those guns must have been a hrave 

and a capable fellow." 

Upon this Gen. de Peyster remarked, "Shaler, you are 

paying li/e a great compliment.'' 

Shaler looked surprised. "Why? How so? What had 

you to do with those guns ? '' 

'; A. great deal,'' de Peyster an~wered, '' the Chief of 

Howe's Di,ision Artillery was my eldest son and name

sake. He handled those gu11s. '' 

'' 1V ell,'' said Shaler, '· I did not know that your son 

was there. This, howe,·er, is a fact, Howe's artillery 

sa,·ed the Sixth Corps that day, and, if your son was in 

command of that - artillery, he proved himself a brave· 

anct capable officer." 

Gen. Howe sent Gen. de Peyster the most magnificeut 

attest in regard to his sou's behador on this occasio;1, and 

Gen. Owens was hardly less eulogistic; Owens told and 

wrote Gen. de I'eyster that his son, Watts, beharnd in 

such au admiral.ile manner that he stayed under fire at 

the risk of his life to see him handle his artillery and 

give the Rebels fits. 

Gen. Shaler also furnished, about the same time, a 

comnrnnication to this, the same effect: 

"I am not aware of the name of the officer who corn-
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rnandell Howe's Division Artillery, lmt all I can say is 

that he did his duty well and in the most admirable 

manner. Had not Howe been the obstinate and superior 

officer he ever proved himself to be, the Sixth Army Corps 

would have 'gone in' under the Rebel pl'essure at the 
• 

Bank's Ford. Howe fought his division with distinguished 

ability and tenacity, and the combined action of his in

fantry and Chief of Artillery deserve the highest praise 

for the admirable manner in which tl1ey discharged their 

responsible duties. The Howe Division Artillery was 

handled with great gallantry and effect, and, in conjunction 

with its infantry supports, they together had a marked 

effect in perserving the Sixth Corps and in enabling it to 

make a successful retrograde in the face of a victorious 

(as to general results) enemy." 

Col. Frederic de Peyster, Jr.-born 12th December, 

1842, at New York, died 30th October, 187 4, at Rose Hill 

-served comparatively but a short time in the Great 

American Conflict, but sufficiently long to entail what 

• Lincoln styled the ." last full measure of devotion," and 

finally, through the consequences of his ~oyalty, died a 

martyr to duty faithfully perfol'med. Like his elder brother, 

how he carried himself in the presence of the enemy and 

in the field has its· best attest in the language of officers 

of rank and experience who saw and admired him there. 

Perhaps the most extraordinary achie,,ement in which he 

participated, was when Gen. B. F. Butler, on the night of 
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the 13-14 May, 1861, with a wing of the 8th New York 

Militia and another of the 6th ],fassachusetts Militia and 

Varian's Battery of Artillery lJelonging to the 8th New 

York Militia, took the perfidious city of Baltimore by the 

throat and choked it into a sullen suhmission, which kept 

it from farthe1· exhibitions of its innate wickedness during 

the rest of the war to put down the· "Slaveholders' 

Rebellion." 

Col. Frederic de Peyster, Jr., married Mary, only 

daughter of Clermont Livingston ( eldest grandson of 

Chancellor Livingston) of Clermont, proper, and Cornelia, 

only daughter of Herman Livingston of Oak Hill. They 

had two children, Mary, who died a few· days before her 

father, and Clermont Livingston, who survives. 

* * * * * * * 
Within the last thi.rty-fiw years the United States has 

been engaged in two wars which resulted triumphantly 

for the National and Union arms. Both of these.,Yere virtu

ally terminated- by the capture of the Capital (1847) of 

Mexico, and of the "Slaveholders' Rebellion," Richmond, , 

(1865). In both instances the colors of the United States 

were hoisted by officers, born immediately adjoining, or in, 

the town of Red Hook: in the first place by Major-General 

John Quitman, in the second by Lieutenant (now Colonel) 

Johnston L. de Peyster. The former was the son of the 

pastor of the Lutheran-known as the "Stone Church" 

-at Pink's Corners, or Monterey, on the Old Post Road, 
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about half-a-mile below the southern limit of the town

ship of Red Hook, who, after the war, returned and 

had a re-m1ion of his friends at tower Red Hook, 

as the representatirn centre of the neighborhood to 

which he felt that he belonged. The latter was born 

at Rose Hill, near Tivoli station, and is now the owner of 

the "Chateau of Tivoli," from which the locality takes its 

name. He was brevetted Lieut.-Col. U. S. V. and Col. 

N. Y. Y. for this deed done b_y him in his eighteenth year. 

Acc01·di11g to the decision of General Scott in 1848 ( as 

cited by Rear-Adu.1iral Preble in his "History of the 

Flag of the U. S. A.," p. 537), the grateful service of a 

formal occupation of Mexico ·was reserved to· General 

Quitman by his hoisting the colors of the United States on 

the National Palace. In the same manner the honor of 

raising the ''fi-rst REAL American FLAG," to use the words 

of Major-General G. Weitzel, over the Capitol of the 

Confederate States, and the formal occu1)ation of that 

edifice, belonged to Lieut. Johnston L. de Peyster.· This 

feat he proposed to do nearly a week before the opportunity 

was really presented, and he carried on his saddle-bow the 

flag entrusted to him, expecting to encounter the perils of 

an assault, and he, hoisted it assisted by Capt. Langdon, 

1st U. S. Artillery. General Shepley looked forward 

with horror to the st::mning, which be considered inevital)le, 

as he set forth in an article entitled, "Incidents of the 

Capture of Richmond," published in the Atlcmt-ia 11£onthly 
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1-lfagazine for July, 1880. A.d1'niral Farragut gave it as his 

opinion, that the fact that the assault did not take place did 

tiot detract in the slightest degree from the credit due to 

Lieut. de Peyster for his act, which Geneeal Grant observed 

l)Ut the seal to the termination of the Rebellion. General 

Adam Badeau, author of the ":Military History of U. S. 

Grant," wrote to General de Peyster from Jamaica, L. I., 

24th Dec., 1880,. that General Grant decided that the 

cavalry gnidons are not to be considered "N ationa] flags." 

'' I shall therefore state [ as Gen. Badeau did in his History J 
that Lieut. de Peyster raised the first flag 0vee Richmond.'' , 

rn his "Life of Gen. Grant" (Vol. III., page 543) Gen. 

Badeau uses the following words, "Lieut. de Peyster, 

of Weitzel' s staff, a New York stripling, eighteen years of 

age, was the first to raise the National colors, and then, in 

t~e moming light of the 3d of April, the flag of the 

United States once more floated over Richmond.'' 

A great many invidious peesons have undertaken to 

detract from the glory of the capture of Richrnoud by 

Weitzel, on Monday morning, 3d April, 1865, because it 

was achieved at no cost of blood or life. Ignorance is 

their only excuse. Weitzel had orders frnm Grant to 

assa~ilt on the 3d, .A. • .M., and not only to assault, but to do 

so at the imminent risk of being bloodily repulsed. The 

idea was, that by this active demonstration, this terrible 

sacri~ce-Longstreet occupying the strongest works in 

front of Richmond, on the north side of the James, with 
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numbers superior to those under \Veitzel-would, if thus 

assaulted boldly and persistently-find himself unable, not 
• 

knowing W eitzeF s comparative feebleness of force, to 

send reinforcements across the James to Lee, and thus the 

latter [Lee] would not ham men enough to garnish, 

adequately, the defences of Petersburg, and consequently 

Grant could at length carry his entrenchments and over

whelm the Rebel Army of Northern Virginia. 

General Geo. F. Shepley, Chief of Staff to General 

Weitzel, left a paper explaining all this, which, after his 

death, was published in the Atlantic -11Iontldy for July, 

1880. He says : 

"E,·ery preparation had been made for thi~ assault. 
Saturday afternoon General '\Veitzel and one or two of his 
.general officers were occupied in a meadow near Dutch Gap, 
expet·imenting with chain-shot aucl every available form of 
projectile-firing at a double line of abattis, which had been 
constructed for the purpose, as nearly as possible like Long
street's, and endeavoring to break it down with cannon." 

"Sunday was passed in preparation for the attack. Every
thing gave to the project of the expected battle 'a rather 
disheartening outlook.' In many re;;pects it bore the appear
ance of the desperate uncertainty of a 'Forlorn Hupe.' "-At
lctntic .11Iontltly," July, 1880, p. 19. 

It was under these circumstances that Colonel-then 

Lieutenant-J oHNSTON LivINGSTON DE PEYSTER, Aide-de

Oamp to General Shepley, and consequently attached to 

the staff of General Weitzel; wrote a letter to one of his 
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friends, a letter dispatched in the firm conviction that he 

was about to venture his life in a supreme effort, in ,vhich 

the vast majority of the chances were adverse to his suc

cess and to his escaping unscathed. 

I11 order that the carping critic may not allege that 

this nanative is presented by an interested or prejudiced 

pen, it is given in the words of Rear-Admiral Geo. Henry 

Preble, U. S. N., in his "History of the Flag of the 

U. S. A.,'' pp. 536-8. 

"The honor of raising the colors of the lTnited States over 
the Capitol at Richmond, on its occupation' by the Union 
forces, was sought for by many gallant men. One young 
man proposed to do so long before the opportunity ·was 
really preRented. Nearly a week before the sm-render of the 
city, Lieutenaut DE PEYSTER wrote to a young friend : 

"' lVI v DEAR LEw :-To-morrow a battle is -expected-the 
battle of the war ; I cannot tell you auy of the facts, for they 
are contraband ; but we are all ready and packed. Anyway, 
I ex:pect to date my letter soon, if I escape, 'l'tiarch 29, 
Richmond.' 

"' I have promised to carry out a bet made by my general, 
if we take Richmond, to put a certain flag he has on the 
house of Jeff. Davis, or on the Rebel Capitol, or perish in the 
uttempt!" 

'' The writer of this letter, then in the eighteenth year of 

his age, was a member of one of the oldest families of 

colonial New York, aud allied with nearly every family of 

Cun.sequence in that State. He entered the army to seek 

glory, and doubtless felt that the honor of a long _line of 

ancestors was placed in his especial keeping. 
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· • t3ix days after the date of his letter the city of Richmond 

was occupied by the Federal troops; and among the first 

to enter it was Lieutenant J uHNSTON LrvrnGSTON DE 

PEYSTER. On the pommel of his Sc,ddle was strapped a 

folrlecl flag, the "Colors of the United States." This ±lag 

had formerly belonged to the Twelfth Regiment of Maine 

Yolunteers, of which General George F. Shepley, his 

chief [Chief of Staff to 1[ajor-Genernl Godfrey "\Yeitzel] 

had been the colonel. It had seen acti ye service in New 

Orleans, wheu General Shepley was the militai-y goYeruor 

of that city, and, some time before the mornment on Rich

mond, the General, in his fondness for the flag, made a 

wager that some clay or other it should wave over the 

Capitol of the Confederacy. Lieutenant DE PEYSTER canied 

this storm-flag thus secured not far behind the advance

guard of the army when the city was occupied by the 

Federal trnops. 

'' Genernl Shepley had entrnsted it to him on his promise 

to take care of it, and to· raise it un the flag-staff of the 

Capitol. The following letter to his mother shows how he 

redeemed that pr01i1ise : 

"HEADQUARTER::;, AR,rY OF THE ,Lurns, 
"RrCHMOND, APRIL 3o, · 1s6i>. 

"!Jy DEAREST J\IoTHER-ThiA morning, ahour. four o'cloek, 
I was got up, just ~ue hour after I retired, with the inform
ation that at six we were going to Rid1moncl. At six we 
startecl. The Rebs hacl gone at three, along a road strewn 
with all the munitions of war. Riehmoncl was reached, but 

5 
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the barbarous South had consigned it to ashes. The roar of 
the bursting shells was terrific. 

"Arriving at the Capitol, I sprang from my hone, -first un
buckling the Stars and Stripes, a large -flag I had on the front 
of my saddle. "\Yith Captain Langdon, Chief of Artillery, I 
rushed up to the roof. Together we hoisted the first la~·ge 
flag over Richmond, and on the peak of the roof drank to its 
success. 

"In the Capitol I found four tlag,,-three Rebel, oue ouril. I 
presented them all, as the conqueror, to General vV eitzel. I 
have fulfilled my bet, and put the first large flag o,,er Rich
mond. I found two small guidon:-1, took them down, and 
returned them to the Fourth :Massachusetts CaYalry, where 
they belonged. I write from Jeff. Davis' private room,. 

"I remain, ever your affectionate sou, J OHN>,;TON." 

'' Two s1uall go.idons, belonging to the F omth Regiment 

of Massachusetts CaYalry, were found on the roof of the 

Capitol by Lieutenant DE PEYSTER and Captain LANGDON, 

which liad been placed there bJ' Major Sternns and Major 

Grave:'!, rnembers of the military staff of General Weitzel, 

who had accompanied the party of caYalry which ·was 

~ent forward in pursuit of the fugitive enem~-. By an un

authorize1l detour they raised the guidons of their party 

ou the roof of the abandoned Capitol. 

"T!te !wisthig q_f tlieM guidons f1t/lecl to .,1:cw,·e thG 

gmteful serr•ice, a.~ tt was styled in Jlfuir:o i.11 (-/eneral 

Scott, of afrw-Jnal possessfon of t!te Capi'.tol at Rich,nond, 

and as was 1·eserued to (leneral QmTl\IAN, i·n the Janner 

case, tl1e honm• of foi'i1wl or:cu_pati'.on, by '; !wisting the 

r'Olors q_f tht'- Cnited States on the ~Yational Palace," 80 
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to Lieute,wnt DE PEYSTER and Ocrptain LANGDON r1"ght

.fnlly belongs the honor o.f hoisting tlu colors of tl1e 

united States m•e,· tlie Capitol of the C'Oi~f'ederate States, 

and the fon;1(1l occupation of that edifice. 

"Two days after the event (April 5th) General Weitzel 

wrote to the father of DE PEYSTER: 

"Your son, Lieutenant J. de Peyster, and Captain Lang
don, my Chief of Artillery, mised the FIRST REA.I. Amafran 
FLAG over the Capitol in Richmond. It was a flag formerly 
belonging to the Twelfth Maine Volunteers. Two cavalry 
guidons hacl, however, been placed o\-er the building previously 
by two uf my staff officers ; these were replaced by the flag 
that DE PEYSTER and LANGDQN raised. 

"Your~ truly, G. ,V EITZEL, Maj.-Gen." 

April 22d, General Shepley wrote his father: 

"Your son, Lieutenant DE PEY8TER, raii;;ed the ,first FLAG 

rn Richmond, replacing. two small cavalry guiclons on the 
Capitol. The flag is in the possession of Major-General 
,v eitzel ; I enclose a small piece of the flag. The history of 
the affair is thi,; : I brought with me from Norfolk an olcl 
storm-flag, which I had u~ed in New Orlea1rn, remarking 
sportiYely, that it would do to float O\·er the Capitol in Rich
mond, where I hoped to se·e it. De Pe~-stei·, who heard the• 
remark, said, 'General, will you let me raise it?' I said, 'Yes, 
if you will bring it with you, ancl take care of it, yoll shall 
raise it in Richmond.' A8 we left our lines to achance towards 
Richmond, LieLttetiant DE PE,,;TER said, 'General, do yoLt 
remember your promise about the flag?' I said,' Yes, go to 
my tent and get the flag, and cany it on your saddle, and I 
will send you to raise it.' The result yon know." 

"On the 1st of May, 1865, the Governor of the State 
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of New York honored Lient. de Pe,vster with a brevet 

Lieutenant-Colonel's couuni~sion. for gallant and meritori

ous conduct, and for hoisting the first American flag over 

Richmond, Ya., after the capture h~· the "Gnion forces, 

April 3d, 1865, and as a testimonial of the zeal, :fidelity 

and courage with which he had maintained the honor of the 

State of New York in her efforts to enforce the laws of 

the United States, the supremacy of the Constitution, and 

a republican form of government. 

"On Christmas day, 1865, the city of New ·York, by a 

formal vote, tendered to him the Thanks of the city, for 

giving to New York this historic honor. The united 

States Senate subsequently confirmed his 1~omination as a 

brevet Lieut.-Colonel of United States Volunteers for the 

same service. The Governor of New Y 01:k fiually 

gave him a brevet of full Colone~ for this achie\·ement, 

which could only be performed once and by one man iu 

the history of the country. 

Admiral Farragut, whose nat11e is a syuouym for pa

triotism and every heroic quality, and who endorsed the 

recommendation for Lieut. de Peyster's brevets, expressed 
' the opinion that the fact that the Union troops were not 

opposed in their occupation of Richmond, and that Lieut. 

cle Peyster hoisted '' the FIRST REAL American FL.AG'' over -

the Rebel Capitol, did not detract from the merit ot' the 

deed. He said the intent was all sufficient; that w-heu 

Lieut. cle Peyster undertook the performance he expected 
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-as he previously wrote home-to fulfil it at the peril ot' 

his life, and therefore the altererl condition of circumstances 

beyond his control could not lessen his credit or claims 

to reward. Other military chiefs took the same view of 

the case. In the light ~f such opinions Lieut. de Peyster 

promptly received from the United States, his native 

State, and the City for which his direct ancestor assisted in 

framing its first charter, the rewards and acknowledgments 

. to which he was ~learly entitled, and which to obtain he 

had bravely and cheerfully put his young life in the most 

imrnine11t peril. 

N OTE.-Compare : 1. "The American Conflict : a History of 
the Great Rebellion" in the CS. A., by Horace Greeley, II., 
1867, pp. 737'-8. 2. "Harpers' Pictorial History of the Great 
Rebellion," 1868, pa1:t II., pp. 765-6. 3. "Pictorial Hi:story 
of the Civil vVa1· in the 17. S.," by Benson J. Lossing, Vol. 
III., 1868, pp. 54:7-50. 4. "History of the American Civil 
War," by John vVilliam Draper, M. D., LL. D., N. Y., 1870, 
PI•· 577-8. 5. Atlantic Jlonthly : "Incidents of the Capture 
of Richmond," hy Maj.-Gen. George F. Shepley, July, 1880, 
pp. 18-28. 6. "The History of the First Regiment of [U.S.] 
Artillery," Fort Preble, Portland, ]Haine, 1879, pp. 218, -163, 
etc. 7. "Boys in Blue.'' 8. "The Volunteer." 9. "The 
Soldier's Friend." 10. '' The Citizen and Round Table." 





UNITED STATER OF AMERICA. 

WAR DEPARTMENT, 
"\V ASHING TON CITY, May 25th, 187'7. 

Pursuant to Section 882 of the Revised Statutes, I hereby 
certify that the annexed doenments are true copies of the 
originals on file in this Department. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and 
caused the seal of the \Yar Department to be affixed, on the 
day and year first above written. 

ol'--"'--"'-""--"--"--qo 
~ S~~tb~~h ~ 
r{ attached. ~ 
<--'s"o""?S"---O~~ 

GEO. w. J\IcCRARY, 
Secretary of "\Var. 

"\VAR DEPARTMENT, 
:March, 1866. 

Case of Capt .. Johnston L. de Peyster, 13th N. Y. Art'y
recommended for Brevet :Major and Bre,·et Lienteuant-Colonel 
[ wai- on Geu'l vY eitzel's staff, near Richmond]. 

Referred, to have the name put ou the list to be presented 
to Sec'y. By onler of Secretary of "\Var, 

[smNED,] L. H. PELOUZE, A. A. G. 

[SENATOR NORTON.] 

[coPY.] UNITED STATES SENATE CHA.)fBER, 
"\V ASHI~GTON, March 7th, 1866. 

CoL. L. H. PEI.ouzE, 
DEAR Srn :-I would like very much if yon would, if you 

can, adcl to the :inemontnda which I gave you the other day 
for B'v'ts of J. L. cle Peyster, that they are given for hoisting 
the firf<t Union flag in Richmond, April 3d, 1865. 

'i3 
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De Peyster was on "\Veitzel's staff, I believe, performed 
"that feat," and would like to have it so recorde<l. 

[ COPY.] 

Very Resp't'ly, 
L>J[GKED,] D. L. NORTON. 

"RosE HrLL,'' RED HoOI.::, 
[Tfroli P. 0.] DucHEss Co., N. Y., 

7th April, 1877. 
To the Hon. GEo. ,v. McCR.ARY, 

Secretary of 'iV ar, 
'1' ASIIIXGTON, D. C. 

Sm :-In presenting thi;i case of my son, Johnston Living
ston de Pey,iter, I might drag in my own services and sacrifices 
for the Union cause and the Rep11blican party, for which I 
have received no return from the Federal GoYernment, al
though they were most generously acknowledged by my own 
native State, New York, and ~ts Republican leaders. 

I ne,,er asked any favor from the Federal Gov't except 
this certificate or statement. It may even he impolitic for me, 
at this time, to introduce references to my position, action, 
and influence cluriug the last political campaign, but they can 
be and will be cheet·fully ackno,,:·ledgecl hy those who are the 
best judges of the value of such serYiceg. 

I have the honor to he, 

[coPY.] 

Very resp'y, yr. obt. serv't, 

[srGNED,] J. "\YA.TT(, DE PEYJ-TER, N. Y. 

Ro,-:E HrLL, RED Hom;;: [Tivoli P.O.] 
Du-cHES:'l Co., N. Y., 

7th April, 1877. 
To the Hon. GEo. "\V. JHcCR.rnv, 

Secretary of "\Y ar, 
,v ASHINGTON, D. C. 

Sm :-Colonel Johnston L. de Peyster was a pupil of the 
Highland Military College, Newburgh, S. N. Y., organized 
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on a basis intended to resemble \Vest Point. · In his sixteenth 
year (1862) he enlisted quite a uumber of reeruits [to whom 
I paicl extra bountie:;;J for a company, out of whose commaml 
he was tricked after organizing it. As he was so young, and 
as I had two sons already in the field, I succeeded for the 
time in keeping him out of the service. ·During the ·riots in 
New York city, in 1863, he participated as a volunteer, in the 
ranks of the 7th Reg't, N. Y. S. National Guard, and behaved 
remarkably well in the different street fights in which it was 
engaged. Meanwhile, my eldest son, .Major 1st N. Y. Artillery, 
returned home, completely destroyed, physically, hy injuries 
received and rlisease incurred in the Peninsular Campaign of· 
1862, and Ch:mcellorville Campaign of 1863, of which he 
died, after protracted suffering. .My second son was likewise 
home from the Peninsular Campaign, bringing with him. the 
seeds of the terrible d~sea~e of which he, in turn, al8o, e\·entu
ally died. 

Early in 1864, Johnston Livingston de Peyster, my only 
Slll"\'iving son, then in his eighteenth year, was commissioned a 
Lieuten::mt in the 13th New York Heavy Artillery, and· sta-· 
tioned at Norfolk, ·Virginia, where he served as Post Adjutant 
of the battalion gani~oning the forts commanded by .Majoi· 
F. R. Hassler. After recovering from a very severe attack 
of district malarial fever, which clung to him for many iears, 
he was transferred to the staff of Brigadier-General George 
F. Shepley, as Aide-de-Camp .. In this capacity he won the 
esteem of his superiors, and wl),s highly commended for his 
efficiency. ·when General Shepley was made Chief of Staff 
to Major-General ~Veitzel, commanding 25th Army Corps, 
he took his Aide with him, who theH became a member of 
General vV eitzel's military family. 

On the night of the 2d-3cl of April, 1865, my son, from 
the signal tower, was the first to discover evidences that 
Richmond was on fire, ancl movements tending to its evacua
tion. The plan then, at first, seemed to be to storm the Rebel 
works; and he was entrustetl with an American flag, with the 
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intention, ii1 case of assault, to display it, if pos~ible, oYer the 
Rebel Capitol, or venture his life in the attempt. 

That the phtce was not assaulted, and that he did not incur 
this peril, is no fault of his. In the life of Field-Marshal Sir 
John Burgoyne, B. A., it is mentioned that a young French 
soldier was decorated, in 1854, because he was the only one of 
a party of sixty-five left aliYe after a visitation of the cholera. 
Now this young man was rewarded militarily for his 1n·ovi
dential escape from a peril out. of the ordinary line of military 
service proper, and beyond all military calculation. Moreover, 
Admiral Fanagut, in enrlorsing my application for my son's 
State brevets, instanced a case of intrepidity, purely and 
simply mor~l, as equally worthy of recognition. My son was 
willing to risk his life to achieve a great result. He perfected 
his intention. The absence of the peril was not only beyond 
hope hut beyond all earthly probability. At all ernnts, he 
completely, faithfully and successfully discharged the duty 
assigned to him, and he hoisted "the first real American flag" 
over the Capitol of the captured Rebel Capital. 

No other man did this, and it could only be done once ; 
and by one rp_an, and he, my snn, alone, had the flag with him. 
ready to do it. 

\Vhen my son was brevetterl Lieut.-Colonel U.S. V., it was 
understood to be for this service, and it was supposed that the 
brevet commission would set forth the fact that it was con
ferred as a reward for ha\·iug hoisted "the first real American 
fl-ag" over Richmond, hut wh~n the commission was reeeivecl 
it was found not to contain these, so important, words. 

Although the Corporatian of the eity of New York passed 
a vote of thanks to her ~ighteen year old son, for conferring 
this historic honor upon his native city, ancl the Governor of 
the State of New York brevetted him Colon!:'!, setting forth in 
the commission that it was granted for the express reason 
that he had so hoisted " the first real American tiag" [ to use the 
very words of General \\T eitzel] .over the Rebel C;1,pitol; he 
had no recognition of his deed from the _United States : a 
deed whose duplication was impossible. 
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I now approach the Honornble Secretary of ,var, tu ask 
for this, my only surviving son, an official statement from the 
,var Department which will supply the omission in the 
brevet commission, by setting forth. that he hoisted "the first 
real American flag" oyer Richmond, in order that it may be 
preserved i_n the archives of the family, which, in succ(c>ssive 
generations, ha...-e won so many attests of gallant and distin
guished conduct upon the battle-ti.elcl 

The accompanying letter;; of l\Iajor-l:i-eneral ,v eitzel, 
F. S. A., and Brigadier-General Shepley, F. S. V., his Chief 
of Staff, set forth ancl atte,;t this claim in behalf of my sou, 
Johnsto11 Livingston de Peyster, and suggest the ac
knowledgment of this first hoisting of the flag, which was 

· reported by the correspondents in Richmond at the time, and 
is recorded in different histories of thfl war. 

All which is ,·ery respectfully submitted, with strong 
hopes of the favorable consideration and action of the Honor
able Secretary of v\" ar. 

I have the honor to be, 
Yr. obt. ~erY't, 

[ ,HG-NED,] 

UNITED STATE,; E:-.G-lNEER OFFICE, 

:-35 ,VASHlN•-:-TON AVENUE, 

DETROIT, l\'hcn., April 4th, 1~7,. 

To th~ Hou. GEO. \V. :'.\IcCRARY, 

Seereta1-y of \Var, 
vVAsHr:-.,;-ToN, u. c. 

Si1· :-In compliance with a request from Gineral J. ,v atts 
de Pcy:;ter, of New York city, I ha...-e the honor to state a 
fact, which I have heretofore officially reported. 

-when my command entered and took p0ssession of Rich
mond, Virginia (the Rebel Capital), on the morning of the 3d 

, of April, 1865, Mr. Joh n~t.on Livingston cle Peyster, the 
youngest son of the General, was an acting Aide-de-Camp on 
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my staff._ He entered the city with me, carrying with him a 
United States flag, that had onee belonged to the 12th Maine 
Volunteers, and which was the fir;;t United States flag raised 
by o.ur troops o,'er New Orleans, on its occupation in May, 
1862. On this occasion General Geo. F. Shepley was Colonel 
of the 12th .Maine Regiment, and the flag was presented to . 
hi.m sub~equently by the regiment. At tlw ti.me I took pos
session of Riehmond, General George ,F. Shepley wa~ my 
Chief of Staff, and Lieut. de Peyster was an Aide-de-Camp on 
hi.s staff. Immediately after we entered the city, Lieutenant 
de Peyster, assisted by my Chief of Artillery, hoisted this flag 
over the Capitol building, ancl th~s was the" first real Anierican 

· flag" raised o,·er Richmond after its fall. 
I think that this should be commemorated and recognized ; 

and I therefore, and als(? in view of his predons faithful and 
good service, think it proper that Lieut. de Pey,.ter be granted 
a brevet for it. I am, sir, 

GE:N. DE PEYSTER, 

Very re~pectfully, . 
Your obt. servant, 

[srGXED,] G. 1VEITZEL, 

~faj01·· of Engineers, 
Bre,·et l\Iajor-General U. S, Arnt~· . 

.PORTLAND, JU.ACNE, 

April 4th, 18~7. 

DEAR GENERAL :-At your request I again state the facts iu 
relation to the act of raising the first flag over Richmond. 

As Chief of Staff of that portion of the 24th and 25th 
.Army Corps which constituted the Army of the James, on 
the north side of the river [after a portion, under. Gen. Ord 
had left to reinforce the Army of the Potomac], I received 
the first intelligence of the withclra,rnl of Longstreet's Corps 
from our front. As this left Richmond open for the advance 
of the 24th ·aud 25th Corps, nuder Gen. Godfrey vYeitzel, I 



immediately, acting Llllller Gen. '\V eitzel, gave the nece~sary 
orders for an advauce llpon Richmond. 

At this time yollt' ~on, Lieut. ,Johnston de Peyster, re
minded me of a proruitle I had made him preYiously. 

When leaving my connuai1cl of t,he Distl'ict of East Vir
ginia and North Carolina, for the Anny of the James, de 
Peystet· asked me what was to be clone with my flag? This 
was a flag belonging to me, indiYidually, which I had at my 
headquarters when Colonel of the Uth Regiment of 
1\Iaine Volunteers-a regiment I had raised in 1861. I had 
raiseil it oYer my headquartere,, when military commandant 
at the occupation of New Orleans and also when Military 
GoYernor of LoHisiaua. I answered Lieut. de Peyster rather 
sportiYely. "That flag floated on'r New Orleans; it will do to 
float over Richmond." He said," If I will carry it up to the 
Army of the James, and take care of it, will you let me raise 
it?" I said," Yes.'' \Yhen we were leaving for Richmond, at 
daylight, before the occupation of Richmond, he reminded 
me of this promise. I ,,aicl, "Go to Ii1y tent, get the flag, and 
carry it on your saddle into Richmond with Uil, ancl you shall 
raise it over Richmond." .As we entered Richmond, Lieut. 
de Peyster and 'Capt. Langdon, \VE•itzel's Chief of Artillery, 
were ordered to raise the flag. De Pey,;ter had with him this 
flag, and they went together, aml cle Peyster hoisted it. I 
subsequently presentecl the flag to Gen. '\Yeitzel, who ha;; in 
turn presented it to some public institution in Cincinnati, 
Ohio. ' 

Most respectfully and sincerely yours, 

[SIGNED,] G. F. SHEPLEY, 

late Brig-Gen. U. S. Y. 
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LADY MARY (1.i:E W urs) JOH~SON. 

The pamphlet alluded to in note (p. 50, }ll]Jl'a). "Acfren
tures of a Lady in the "\Var of Independence in Ameriea," 
was by }Hiss Susan Griffiths C?lpoys-daughter of Admiral 
Griffiths Colpoys, of the British Na\·y-who marrie<l Colonel 
Christopher Johnson, B. A., sixth son of Sir ,T ohn J olmson, 
Bitl't. She was consequently sister-in-law of Adam Gonion 
,fohn,:on, third Baronet, and aunt of Sir ,'nlliam G .. Julmsun, 
the present and fourth Baronet, the grandson of Sir John 
Johnson, the second Baronet. The publication referred to was 
received and the main particulars in regard thereto were 
derived from the latter. Consequently Mrs. Col. Jo hn:-on had 
every opportunity of hearing all the incidents from those 
most interested in the narratiYe ancl cognizant of the sad facts 
of the cat-e. It was the youngest daughter of thi8 ~Irs. Col. 
Christopher Johnson that married ]Hr. Henry Cunven, who 
inherited the ance~t.ral abode of the Cnrwens, the historic es
tate of ",y-orkington Hall," noted as ha \'ing been the tem
porary residence or place of detention of Mary, Queen of 
>"cots, in 1568. 

The ituthores:-;, when she wrote her little book, was staying 
with her daughter at" \Vorkington Hall," in Cumberland, the 
northeast shire, 01· county, of England, looking out upon the 
Solway Firth where it ,ms traversed by the perhaps de~erv
edly unhappy, hut heaut.ifol Queen of Scots, on her pas~age 
from Port 1H:1ry, in her hereditary realm, to Maryport, i,i the 
dominions of her rival, Elizabeth,-1'·here her captivity 01· 

actual close continernent of nineteen years was brought to a 
close by her decapitation, at Fotheringay Castle, three a.nil 
one-half miles N. N. "\V. of Ouudle, in the eastem corner of 
Northampton~hi.re, one of the .central countie~ of England, on 
the 8th February, 1687. After the acces~ion of James VI., 
son of Mary, to the crown of England, this castle wat; razed 
to the gr.ound. It would ha,·e been mon· to the honor and 
manhood of ,Tames to h:_we exerted his royal authority in 
i,;triving to prevent the execution of hi~ mother than thi~ 
endeavor to rehahilitate his credit by exercising his power 
on innocent stones. 



BRIEF 

· no Poystor anfi watts Gonoalo[ical Ruf oroncos. 
WITH PARTIAL LIST OF AUTHORITIES, 

JOHANNES DE PEYSTER* married JosJN,d MARTENS; lived at 
Harlem and Amsterdam, Holland. They had sons. 

GUILLAUME, died at Roueu, France, without issue. 

IsAAc,t at Rotterdam; family extinct in male line? 

ABRAHAM,t at London, England. 

r. (in AMERICA), JOHANNES DE PEYSTER, born in Harlem, Hol
land; resided in the First Ward of, and died in New York. 
previous to 1666. He came to N cw York about 1640-5. 
He was Alderman, Burgomaster, Deputy Mayor, and re
fused the Mayoralty frqm an inadequate acquaintance with 
the English language. 

He married-17th December, 1650-51-CORNELIA 
LUBBERTS, born in Harlem, Holland. 

2. ABRAHAM I. ( Colollel de Heer), eldest son of JOHANNES; born 
in New York, 8th July, 16~7. He was Alderman and 
Mayor, Colonel commanding Militia, Judge of the Supreme 
Court (he " modestly declined proceeding upon business" 
as Chief Justice, to which office he had been appointed by 
the Governor, Lord Bellamont) ; President of King's 
Council; Acting Governor; est Treasurer of the Provinces 
of New York and New Jersey; the friend of William 
Penn ; " eminent for his hospitality and kindness to 
strangers." 

He married CATHERINE DE PEYSTER, at Amsterdam, 
Holland, 5th April, 1684; died August, 1728, in New York. 

* Name written in old documents DE PEYSTER, D'PEYSTER; officially 
acknowledged as DE PE\.,TER. 

t Affectionate diminutive of Josephine, female of Joseph, Loth signifying 
in Hebrew "Addition." 

+ Huguenots were acldidecl to Scripture and Oicl T"stamcnt names in 
their families. 



3. ABRAHAM r I., eldest son, born in N e11· York, 28th August, 
1696; married, 1st July, 1722, l\IARGARET, eldest daughter 
of JACOBUS VAN CORTLANDT. He was 2d Treasurer of 
the Provinces of New York and New Jersey; died r 7th 
December, 1767. Like his father he was remarkable for 
benevolence, hospitality and attention to worthy strangers. 
Viand, in his" Narrative," pp. 268-27 r, acknowledges his 
charity and unusual generosity. 

4. JAMES, eldest son, born 6th February, 1726; a noted mer
chant, owner or interested, according to family tradition, in 
one hundred vessels, great and small (this, doubtleos, 
simply meant that he ,ms engaged in a most extensive 
commerce for the time and place), 1Yhich were all almost 
swept from the ocean by French privateer3 and pirates, 
which then infested every sea. He married SARAH, daugh
ter of Hon. JOSEPH READE and ANN TRENCH, the latter a 
daughter of PmLIP TRENCH, who 1rns l\Iayor of New York 
in 1762. JAMES DE PEYSTER died at Jamaica, L. I., 27th 
July, 1799. 

5. FREDERIC I., second surviving married son, with male issue. 
Born in the First Ward of New York, 10th DecemlJer, 17 58; 
Died at Bloomingdale, N. Y., 26th February, 1834; 
Captain in the N. Y. (Loyai) ·volunteers, B. A. durir1; 
the American Revolution; married HELEN, only daughter 
of Commissary-General SAMUEL HAKE, B. A., and HELEN 
L1v1NGST0N, eldest daughter of GILDERT LIYINGSTON, eld
est representative of the second, the GILBERT branch, of the 
MANOR LIVINGSTON family. Miss HAKE'S guardians were 
AARON BuRR, at that time Attorney General N. Y., after
wards U. S. Senator and Vice-President of the United 
States, and NICHOLAS 1\'1LLIAl\l STUYVESANT, "of the 
Bowery." Through her mother, HELEN LIVINGSTON, came 
large-tracts of farm land, particubrly notable Helm's Dale, 
in Duchess Co., New York, which ha-ve now been held 
by the family for ten consecutive generations-about 250 
years. 

6. FREDERIC II., second survi\·ing son, with male issue; born in 
the First Ward of the City of New York, 11th November, 
1796: married, 15th May, 1820, lvlARY JusTINA, youngest 
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daughter of Hon. JOHN WATTS, Jr., last Royal Recorder of 
the City of N ewYork,&::c.; founder and endowerof the Leake 
and \Vatts Orphan House, &c., and of JANE DE LANCE\', 
youngest daughter of PETER DE LANCE\' of "The l\Iills," 
Westchester County, New \"ork, and ELIZABETH, daughter 
of Go\·ernor Colden, of New York. Frederic died 17th 
August, r88z. (Pamphlet of Obituary Notes and Notices 
to accompany this Genealogy.) 

7. JoHN W,\TTS, only chi!J ofpreceding; born Friday,9th March, 
r82r, at No. 3 Broatlway, sixth generation born in the First 
\Varel of the City of New \' ork, and seventh generation· 
who haJ resider! in the same. Married ESTELLE, daughter 
of JoHN SwrFT LrnNGSTON, of Green Hill, Duchess Co., 
New York, of the same house in which his grandfather, 
Frederic: (the rst), married his wife. HELEN LrvING,;TON 
HAKE. 

DE @EYSTDE~ FAMILY. 

l. Appleton's Cyclopreclia. Fir,f, etlition. 

2. ,Joltno<m's Cycl•>p::eclia. 
3. Sn!Jim;s American Loyali,rs. 2 vol~ .. ,c-concl c:cliL-ion. 
4. New York Reel Dook; Legislative .Manual. 
5. New York Civil List. 
G. Valentine's History of t.l1c City of Nc,w York. 
7. LnntU's Histury of the Cit.r of Nen· \ ... ,Jrk. \;-ul. I., !{07 ~ ,rot II.. 

-iOG-087. 
Lamb'sHi8toryof New York. \"ol. I., pages 2:2;,, 2':!G, 2GO, 274,341 

344, 348, 349, 350, 354, 3G7, 3G5, 3G6. 872, 379, ::ms, 39\J. 40(), 403, 
W3, 404, 40,5, 411, 41.'2, 418, 419, -t-20, 4:ll, 4.·27, 434, 442, 44;), 449, 
-448, 449, 4;;0, 4ii1, 457, 4GO, -!73, 48B, 498. 50,i, !il2, 517, 524, 5G8, 
582, 598, GOS. G·!7, G28, !li3. de P. 

Lamli's Histnrv of New York. AnBAELI.M, ,fr. Vol. I., pag·cs 
4.20, 517, 5G{ 082, .598, GOS, G27, 628. 

Lamb's HL0 tory of Nell' York. ArtENT Scnun.Fn. Col. Vol. I., 
page 4.20, 4:ll. 

Lamb's Hi~tory of Ne1y York. Vol. I., page 372. 
Lamh's I-Iihtorr of New York. HoN. FrtEDE8!C. Vol. l., page 

4'20. Vol. II .. pages 010, 710, 713, 71-t 
Lamb's Hi~tory of' N~w York. .f,\~m8. Vnl. I.. pa~·p G'38. V"l. 

[I., page 308. 



New Ynrk Historical Society"s Collectiorn. 1877. .Lurn;;. Vol. 
I., page 475. 

Lamll's Hi,tory of "New York. Is,u.c. Yul. I., 1,age 399. 
Lamb's Rbtory's of :New York. ,ToHN ,J. Yo 1. II., png-c~ 409, G-17. 
Lamb's History of N"w York. Jou::- WATTS. Vol. I., page 4:W. 
Lamb's History of New York. PIERRE. Vol. I., 673. 
Lamb's Hi,;tor, of Xew Y<'rk. HOBERT, G. L., Portrait in iutcrior 

of Park Theatre. Vol. II., page 086. 
Lamli"~ History'., of New York. .JoRANNES. Yol. I., page~ 2'!\ 

2:36, 200, .274; Desccn,lants of, 3U-!, 305, 3H, 357, !l95. 
Lamb's History of Ne--· York. ,JoHANNES, .Jr. Vol. I., pages 

399, 4~,. 
8. .Jones' New York dming the RernlutionaryWar. 
9. Bncycloptedia-of Contemponiry Biography. 

10. G:mlincr's Dictionary of tlte Army of the Cuited States. 
11. James Fergu8on's (of Edinlmrgll, ~kotbncl) Pa.per on American 

Loyalish. RepulJJi~hed in LitMl",s Li,·ing Age. 
l" British Arnty LL0 t. 
13. Documentary Ifi,tory of the Statr of New York. 
1-t Colonial Records, New York. 
15. Pllilip Scltnylcr ,rncl His Family. Dy George W. Schuyler. 2 vols. 

New York: 1885. 
16. Local Mernol"ials relatinz to the de Pe,·ster and ·watts Families con

nected with Heel Hook Town~ltil', buclless Co., 13. N. Y. New 
York: 1881. 

17. Adclrcs~ delfrered before the Historical :Society of Ne11" Bruns"·ick, 
in tlie l'ity of St. .Tohn, Dominion of Canada, -let.Lt July, 18~il. 
By Gen. J. WattB de Pc-yeter, L.L.D., A. ~I. New York: 1883. 

18. Series of ReYolutiLmctry Artielu, in the New York Evening Mail. 
19. Viaud·s A.dH·ntnres. London: 1'771. Pages 207-:l,:l. 
20. Biographies of CC'lelJmt-ecl Cauadians. By H. ,J. i)forgaa. 
21. Ikddon's Journal. By Gen. Horatio Roger, (of Proddence, R. L) 
.2.2. Baircl"o Huguenots. 
23. Purton·~ Life of Burr. Countess dr Pevster at ·wcimar, 1810. Page 

047. .. 

24. Silas Farmer's History of Detroit, :;\[id1igan. 
25. Wiscou,in Historical Collections. 

Look up their publicntiou.s, s,·nt to .J. 1V. de P. from Detroit, with :t 
leugtl!y notice of Col. ..:'.\.. IS. de Peyster pa,tcd in one of ,J. 1\'. 
clc P. ·s scrap book~. 

Look up pamphlet about Captain Arent Sclrnyler de Pe_v~t.er, ,Jr., 
mariner, and hi8 Log-hook,.;. 

26. '\Viscnt1,9in Historical Collection.-;. 
2,. Draper'E King~ Mountain. 
28. Hbtorical J\Iagaziw•s containing Kings .:\[ou11taiu. 
2\l. Sl.,me's Ordnly Book of Sir John .ff)llllaou, compri~ill,>.!" ,J. Watts 

dl' Peystl'r's Life of Sir .Tohu .fohu,on, Bnrl., aud Colonel 'I'. 
Bailey .'Hyers' Torie:,, or LuyaliRt~. in Ameri,:rt. 

•;o. .J. iVatts de Pey~ter's Watts, de PtT-;ti:'r, Delancey, ,'1:-c. l,l'ne,,lo;!icnl 
Refot·ences. 

:H. .r. Watt, ,l" Peystcfs Lire of J\fojot·-Gen. Philip Kcnrny. 



32. Men of Progreso. 
33. Represeutative Men. 
34. Badeau·~ Life of Gen. C. S. Grant. 
35. 
36. 
37. 
38. 

Greeley·s Great Americ,m Conflict. 
Draper·s History of the Ch·il \Yar. 
Harper's Grand Folio History of tlte Hchellion. 
Sketches from Nature. Bv John oI"DianniJ. 

London: 1830. · 
Ecliubmgh ancl 

39. Brewster's Raml>les allout Portsmouth, New Hampshin•. 
40. Hoynl American Gazette. 
41. l\Iorning Herald and Daily Aclwrtiser. Thursday, 14th Feli., 178:~. 
4:l. English New;,paper, referred to, Ly I,,mc N. Arnold, President of 

the C'lticago Hbtorkal Soci<:ty, a, found by him iu the ilriti8h 
lHu,eum. 

43. J\1e,srs. Welles' Gazette. 4t-h August, 1781. 
4-t Ith·ingtou's (N. Y.J Roy,1! Gazette. 
45. New York Historical Societ.v's Puhlication;,. 

New Yo,;k HiMorical Society·s Collf'ction,. 1868. Pages ·2,3. 274, 
277, 281, 289, '292, 31±, 3.2·2, ,t24, ;Hi, 37:C:, 417.-1870. Page 197. 
-P377. Yo!. I., p,tge, 126. 349, 353, 475.-1880. Vol. IIT.." pages 
250, .252. 287, 295, W7, 391, ;J[)2, 393, 396, 397, 398, 4LIO, -Wl. 414, 
415, 417, 418, 419, 420, 4."21, 42.:3, 423, 4'3:i, 428, 429. 4'.l2, 433, 435. 
-1881. Pages 74, 92. cl~ P. 

46. Walter Barrett's Old Merehants of New York. 
4i. Capt,tin Charles G. Stone's Military Gazette. Vol. IV., Nos. 3, 4, 

5, li. 1861. 
48. Jame, Ferguson's (Ediullurglt, Scotland) i\Iemoir of Colonel Patrick 

Fergu~ou, D. A. 
49. European Magazine. Vol. 24. 1793. 
fiO. Gentleman's Magazine. Vol. 2. 1793. 
51. Lrmdou Packet, or ·'Lloyds." 
52. New Evening Post.. 1 i93. 
;i3. Royal Gazette and New Brnuswick Ad1·erti,er. \-ul. VHI., No. 

3!)~. Tuescla_1·, 5th NoYemlJer, 1•i93. 
!'i4. Bmkc's Landed Gentry. 
5,5. ,T. ·w,1tts de P0yst"1.-s King's Mouut.ain and Appendices. 
56. General William P. Wainwright's Life of J\fajor-Genernl J. vVatt;; 

de Pep;ter. 
5,. Captain Frederic 1Vhittnker's Life of J\fajor - General ,J. 1Vatts 

de Pepter. (Two distinc-t notictc~, 1 and :!. ) 
,58. Captain Frederic "\Vltit.t,tkct.-s In Memm·iam: Life anti J\IiliLa1·1· 

Serdee~ of Colonel J. ,\Tatt, de Pey,tc·r, ,Jr. · 
59. A Thrcuocly: l\Iilitary SerYice, of Coloael J". Watt., de Pe_,sll't·, Jr. 
60. JHajor-GeuL•rnl Almer DonlJ!cday\ C'ltttncellor,;l'ille and GPltyslrnrg. 
61. :\1ajor-Genernl A. A. Humpltn·y.,' Yirginin Campaign of 1864-65. 
6·) · Gcnealogieal Rcfcrenees of Old Colonial Familil's. &cc. 18,'il. 
u3. iliogrnphieal Notfrcs of the de Pcystff Farnlly, in conm·cti<ln ,Yith 

tlte l'oluni:tl History of Nr,"· York. V301.-ilio![raphic8 of the 
\V,Lt.ts, de Pey,;tcr, Reade, an,! L<,a.ke Families, in conncetion with 
Trinil.y Clturdiyarcl. lfl(i:J-J\Iilitary (177il-l'i''i9) Tnw,ac·tions of 



i\Iajor, :ifterwards Colonel,~th or King's Foot, B. A., . .\.rent. Sdmyler 
de Pernter, and NarrativC' of the J\faritimc Disr•,)1·crie, of !,is 1iame
,ake,iud 1teplte11·, C,tptain c\.rrnt Schuyler de Pey.-tcr. N. Y., 1.')70. 
-Local IHemorLtl,i relatin~· to tl1c de Pevster and i\'at.t,'i am! affili
ated families, 1881.-In ~Memoriam. Ft·ecli'rie de Peyster, E;;q., 
LL. D., Prest. N. Y. Historical Society, St .. Nicltr,Jas Club, c\:c., ~e. 
188:.l. 

64. Footprintd of the },merican Loyali-ts in New Drnn,,dr-k. By J. W. 
Lawrence, President of the New Bruns,vick (St. John) Hi-torical 
Sot:iety. Canada. 

65. Heckwelder's Narrati1·e, l\[r;; .• \_1111,s' Eirene, Chapter XIII. c\:c. 
66. Brocl11cacl'R New York. 
67. Hi-<tory of the Eighth Regiment /Royal Foot), Dritislt Army. 
68. ~\.ntiQuitics of the Parish Chttrch, Jamaica ( including Ne11·town 

and Flushing), illustrated frorn the letter;; of the missin1taries, and 
other authentic clocumenh; wit.It a coatinuation of the lti,totT of 
Grace Uhmch to the pre,tnt time. By Hcmy Ourlertlonk," .Jr. 
,Jmnaica, N. Y.: 1880. Page, ';';3, ,;-4, 77. 79. 80, 8.·!, 85, ~6, 87, 92. 95. 

69. Humphrefs (i\lajor-Gencrnl .A. _\__ I '{irgiuia Campaign of 1864-fi,j_ 
New York: 1883. Pagl·, l'i., ,)7.2, &c. 

70. Brndl!ead's New Netherland,. 
71. Doubleday\ (.iHajor-Geueral _.\.l>11erJ Chancellorwille and Gett.ysuurg. 

Ne,1· York: 1St:t2. Page~ ,53, ti,,, &c. 
n. Jone,· History of Ne,1• York (during the Revolution,. Vol. I., page 

307. V nl. II., page, 406, /iS9. de P. 
7::J. L,uub',; Histnry of New Ynrk. .\.unAH.\.M. Vol. I., pa_g·es 3-13, 

34-!, 348, 349, 3;i0, 3.H. 3:i'i, 36.i, ;!flu, 3,:.!, :,i9, 3fi9, 400. 401, -!l)2, 
404, -!0,i. -H 1, -H:.l, 4l8, 419, 420, 43-1. 4-12, 4-13, -!46, -1-!S, -!49. 450, 
4-51, 457, ,!()0, 4~3. -18;), -198, ;>fl-J-, 51';", .·t·2-1. 

.New York Hiotorical t-nciet.-·~ Collection~. Vi68. Am:.-1.ruu. 
Pages 2-,3, .27-!, 277, 281, 2t<!l. :392, 3l.J, s.·22. 3.2-1. 347, 3,3, 417.
V,70. Page 197.-1877. Vol. I., p:tge,; 1:!fl, ,3+9, 3:;;l.-1880. Vol. 
III., pag(;,, 2."i0, 25.2, 295, 297, 3f!l, 39-1, -!00, -!1-1, -!HI, -120, 421, 
'1:2:l, -12:;, 1'.W. -18:..l, 438. 

New York Ili,torical Soeidv's Cnll"ctious. Co11NELrS. 1,',81). \' ol. 
UL, page, 398, 41,5, 41S, 420, -t32, -1:38, -13'}. 4:l3, 43() . 

.Nc,1• Yurk Hi,toricnl Socict,'s CnllcctionH. 1880. ,·01. III.. pages 
387, ;)98. De Peyster ;rncl Crngcr. 

New Y<>rk Hi,tori('al S,>cier,·s C'ollectiou. Ho;-.r. FITEDEH.IC. 1~-!1. 
Pag·c•,s-!0;i, 4U6,-1l:i,!'i. l'age, .'2-!0, ~42, 301. 

Nc•,1· Y•>rk Historical Sodety's Colleetinus. 1~.Sl. .f<HrN (c\.lbany). 
l?agc 74. 

Nl'l'I' York Historieal Societ\·'s Collection,. 1.S-11. ,ToHc\NNE~. 
l'ilge ll!'i. . 

N cw Y nrk 1-Iistmicnl Soeiet(s Cnlketion~. J O[L\NNCS, Capt. lt<Sil. 
Vol. 111., pages !J!/2. 4:~!.:l. -t:lil, 39l. 39(), ;)9'7, 398, 40l. -115, w;, 
421), 423. 4:JF$, -!29, 4:\2, 4:13, -!::l-t 4,\:;. 

New York Histnrlcal 8ucic-t,·'s C,,llection.s. ,Tolf:\NNES, Ensign. 
v-<.Sfl. Vol. III., pages ,lB( :lt.13, -lot. 

New York Hi,;tor!cal Snc-ic·ry·s L'ollel'lio11-. .18Kl. Page !12. ;\[r. 



lUAJI!JI! (WAJI!JI!S) FAMILY. 

Frto~r T[[Effi EsTA'l'E 01'' RosE HILL, THEN NE.\Il, NOW IN, '[HE CrT, 

OF EDLNRURGH, SCOTLAND. 

1. C'nllcctions of the ~Ias,mchusclh Hi,;tnrical Soeiet1·. Vol. X., Fourth 
Series. Puhli~l!ed at the cltar!!e of the A1,pleton Fund. Boston, 
Pullli~hecl by the· Society: MDCCCL.XXL "Aspinwall Papers," 
pages 489 to 594. 

2. Valentine's History of the City of New York. 
3. Valentine's Manual. 
4. Mrs. Bonney's Legacy of Historical Glcanin~o. 
fJ. Sabine\ American Loyalists. 
6. Appleton's Cyclop::eclia. Firnt edition. 
7. Jolrnson's Cyclopreclia. First ecliti<m. 
8. NPW York Red Book; Leg-ishltive Manual. 
9. Ne,;, York Civil List. 

10. Lamb'H History of the City of Ne"· York, in t.hi~ conuection. 
Lamb's Histt,rrof NewYork. Vol I., pages 420, :,00, ;,01, 50.2, 507, 

568. 580. 582. 635, 647, 654, 655, 661), li62, 678, 68/l, 69,3, 7fJ0. 710, 
71"2, 714. 717, 720, 725, 730, 732. 743, 756, 757. Watts. 

Lamh's Hi~tory of New York. GEORGE '\\ .. \TT>'. Vnl. IL. page 
643. 

Lnmh\ History of New York. Htln. ,ToHN, and Hou .. Tomi, .fr. 
'\'ol. 1., pug-es 501, ,502, .'i0';', G80. 63:J, fl-17, 6G4, 65'3, 660, 662, 678, 
686. 69.'J, 700, 710, 712, ·,14. ';'17, 720. 7'24. 725, 730. 73.2, 743, 756. 
Vnl. II., pages (i6, 67. 74, 156. W3. 194, '297, 298, 300, 3;2·2, 354, 
367, 383, 418, 468, 709, 712, 713, 736, 767. 

LnmlJ',; ffo,tory of New York. JOHN (Albany). Vol. I., page 512. 
LamlJ's History of Ne,;, York. JOHN, Jr. Vol. I., pages 4W, 502, 

756, 757. 
Lnml/s History of New York. Dr. ,foHN, JH. D. Vol. II., pages 

686, 767. 
Lamh's History of N<"w York. Vol. II., page 767. RIDLEY family 

note8. 
Lamb's History of NPw York. RoBEilT. Yol. L. pages 500. ,'i01. 

568, 58.2, 654, 756. Vol. II., pages 156, 206, 2:{li, 303, 418, 6,50, 
686. 712, 767 .. 

Lamb's History of New York. S•rEPHEN. Vol. IL, page 170. 
11. Encyclopa:clia of Contemporary Biography. 
12. Lanmau's JHemlJers of Congress. 
13. Garcliner'R Dictionary of the Army of the United States. 
14. James Ferguson's (of E<linhurgh, Scotlaud) Paper on American 

Loyalists. RepulJ\i,hecl in Littell's LiYing Age. 
15. British Anny List. 
16. Documentary History, State of Ne,;, York. 
17. Colonhtl Record~ of Ne\\" York. 
18. Philip Schuyler and his Family. By George W. Sclmyler. 2 vols. 

New York: 1885. 
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19. Local Hcmorials relating to the de PeyKtc·r and Watt~ Families con
nected 1dth CTc·d Hook TO'lnt,ltip, Due he·,., (',l .. t:3. N. Y. Ne"· 
York: 1881. 

20. Serie~ of Rc·volutiunar_v .Article, iu t.he New York En:ning Mail. 
21. Hcdclou·~ Journal. Dy Gen. Hoger, 1of Pro\'idencl', n. I.) 

~2. Historical !Ha!.'·azine8. containin~ Ori,kalll' and Bur!.'·ovm•.·s Cam-
paign, and similar prc"eutatioll;__ . ~ • 

23. .J. iV. de Peystcr's Sir ,John Johnson and _.\_ppenclice,. 
2-l-. Hoffman's GreyRlaer. 
25. New York Historical Society's Pnhlication,, in this connection. 

New York Historical Societ,·s Collection,. 18fi0. Pae;L'· 31!J. -1870. 
Pa!!,'('S Hi, l!'ii', 366.--1870 .. Vol. I., page~ :'i6, l:3!l, 155,~159, 162, 2-1,,, 
379, 405, 426. Yo!. II., page 96. Watts. 

New York Historical Society's Collection8. ,JoHN, ,Jr. 18,0. Page 
366. 

Ne1_: Y~~k Historical Society's Collections. 18';'0. nonERT. Pages 
la, lQ 1. 

26. Walt.er Barrett's Old Merchants of New York. 
27. Burke's Pecrng·c. Edition of 1855. 
28. Bmke's Landed Gentry. 
-~-9. Stone's Orderly Book of Sir .John .Johnson. comprising- ,J. Watts 

de Pe,ster's Life of 8ir ,John Johnson, Bart., an,l Colonel T. 
Baile}; lHyern' Tories, ur Loyalist,. in A mC'rica. Albany: 1882. 

30. .T. Watts de Peystcr's "Watt;;, de Peyster, Delancey, &c. Genealogical 
References. 

31. .r. Wattil de Pey>iter's Life of .Major-Gcnernl Philip Kearny. 
il" lHen of PrngrcRs. 
33. Hepresentati,e Men. 
M. Jones' Ne"" York cln1;ing: the Rcrnlution. 

Jone;;' History of New York (during- the Revolution). Vol. I., pages 
71:J. 150, 15.2, 158, fi89, 63u. Vol. II., pages 269, 2':0, 271, 283, 32-1, 
420. Watt~. 

8,5. Memoir, Life and C!tarnetcr of ,Tohn Watt.;:, JH. D., bte Prc~idcnt 
of. the College of Phy8ician, and Surgeon~. By Samuel iY. 
Moore. M. D. New York: G. and C. and H. Carvill. 1S31. 

36. Duer', Life of (C'ontinentnl l\Iajor-Gcnernl) Lord 8til'ling. 
3,. Dr. D. l\I. Francis' New York. 
:38. Dcbrett's Peerage. Edition of 18,5/i. 
39. Dcbrett's Landed Gentry of Great Britain. 
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A Red Rose f,·om the Olden Time: A Ramble tl,rougli the Annals of.the Rose 
Jim, on the Bctrony of l{azareth, -in the Days of the Prorhice; based on 
" The Old Inns at Nazareth." A Paper read at tl,e Centena,·y of the 
''.Nazareth Inn.'' June 9, 1871. Bv J\L1..URICE C. JONES, of Bethlehem, 
Peuu. Philad~lphia: King & Bai1:d. Printers. 1872. Sm. 4to. pp. 5ll. 
JI.Iuch of the local hi,tory of Nazareth township and the biography of some of it, 

prominent settler, is embodied in the hand.some, pamphlet before us. "The Rose," as 
the earliest of the two inns at Nazareth here commemorated was called, was established 
iu 17 62. It wus so called from the device 011 its sign, a full-blown scarlet rose, which 
was intended to keep in remembrance the rent paid by Letitia Aubrey to her half
brothers, John, Thomas and Richard Penn, for the release of five thousand acres of land 
in Pennsylvania from the esta~e of their father, \Yilliam Penn, the founder of that 
colony. The second inn, known as "The Old Inn at Nazareth," was opened in 1772, 
a century ago, about the same time that "The Rose" ceased to he used as an inn. It 
was to mark the one hundredth anuiYersary of the last inn, which i, still used as such, 
that a commemorative dinner was held in it last summer, at which the paper here 
printed was read. ,. w. n. 

An Historical Address delivered before tlie .3Iassachusetts Agricultural Sodety 
on the occasion of graduating its First Class, July 19, 187 l. By MARSHALL 

P. \\rILDER. Boston: Wright & Potter. 1871. Sm. pp. 37. 

J.tinth Annual Report of the Trustees of the lliassaclmsetts Agricultural 
College, January, 1872. Boston: "'\Yright & Potter. 1871. 8vo. pp. 108. 

In the memoirs of Elkanah ,vatson (ante, xviii. 97-105), and Marshall P. \Vilder 
(xxi. 97-100), some facts in relation to the origin and history of agricultural societies 
in this country were presented to our readers. From the labors of these societies, now 
become very numerous, ha,·e grown our agricultural colleges. Iu the pamphlet whose 
title is first given, other particulars concerning the history of both will be found. 

The first movement towards establishing an agricultural college in this state was in 
the year 1S50, when JI.Ir. \Vilder, president of the Massachusetts senate, introduced a 
bill providing for the establishment of such an institution. The bill passed that body 
but was defeated in the house. Had it become a law, our state would have had the 
honor of establishir.g the first Agricultural College in Ame1·ica. 

The present collEge was incorporated in the year 1863 ; but four years elapsed before 
its doors were opened to students, and it was only last year that its first class was
graduated. Col. William S. Clark, now at the head of the c,,llege, has held this posi
tion from the opening, except a few of the first months, when Hon. P.A. Chadbourne, 
whom ill health compelled to resign, had charge of the institution. Col. Clark nas 
proved himself eminently fitted for the duties of his office, and it is to his services, in 
a great degree, that the prosperity of the college is owing. 

Mr. \Vilder, in his address, after glancing at the struggles for agricultural education 
which have been crowned with such signal success, and acknowledging the goodness of 
Providence in prolonging the lives of so many of the early friends of the cause and 
permitting them to see the fruit of their labor, thus proceeds: 

" It is not often that the projectors of like enterprises are permitted to reap the 
harvest of their so wing. Soon, all those who twenty years ago were handed together 
for the promotion of agricultural education in this state will have gone to their reward; 
but I esteem it as among the choicest reminiscences of my life, that I have enjoyed the 
friendship of those wise and good men. I ha,-e climbed the suniruit of the hill of 
life, and am descending on the other side. Ere long I shall reach the ,·alley below 
and be buried in the bosom of my mother earth; but while I live, I shall labor with such 
ability as I possess to promote the welfare of this college, and the good cause which 
we have so long had at heart. May this institution live on, prospering ancl to prosper. 
May it rise higher and higher in the scale of popular favor and usefulness, sharing the 
good will of the people, the munificence of noble-hearted men, and the fostering care 
of a generous government." 

In the report of the trustees, prepri_red by President Clark, great credit is given to 
JI.Ir. ,Vilder for his services in behalf of the college. He has, to use the words of the 
report, "been more closely identified with efforts for the proruotion of a·gricultural arrd· 
hortieultural improvement than any other American." ,ve are pleased to learn that 
the labors of this public benefactor are appreciated in Europe as well as America. In 
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April last. the Gardener's Chronicle and Agricultural Gazelle, the leading agricultural 
r,aper in Europ~, gave a sketch of hi, life, illustrated by a life-like engraved portrait, 
which is introduced by the following merited compliment:-

" \Ye are glad to have the opportunity of layiug before our readers, the portrait of 
one of-the mo.st distinguished of transatlantic horticulturists, and one who by hi;; zeal, 
industry and deterrui11atio11 has not only conferred lasting benefits on his native coun
try, but has by his cardul researches and experiruE'nt, in hybridization and fruit cul
tnre laid the horticulturists of all nations under heavy obligations to him. The name 
and repute of :Marshall P. ,-v ild~r are' highly esteemed among the elect fraternity iu 
Great .Britain as they are in America," J. w. D • 

.,__Yutices of tl,e Ellises of E,igla11d. Scotland and Ireland, from tlie C'onqu.est 
to the present time, i,u:ludi11g tl,e fa,ni{ies of .d.lis, Fitz-Elys, Helles, etc. 
By WILLLl..~I SMITH ELLIS, EsQ., of the Middle Temple. 1857. [Not 
Publi~hed.] 1866. 4 parts, Sm. pp. 300. Supplement, 1868, pp. 1-32. 
Second Supplement, 1872, pp. 33-96. ' 

The title gives a fair indication of tbe ohject of this hook, which is a collection 
of numerons families of the name of Ellis, or a similar name, such as would 
usually be consiclereu hopelessly separated genealogically. The write1· however ha;; 
for a long time maintained that coat armor was iu use before the Conquest, 
contrary to the usual dew, amt that certain coat;; were common to certain races or 
clans of gentry amt thus afford pt0uf of relatiomhips otherwise not to be pro,ecl.· 

"\Ve cannot follow Mr. Ellis iu the widely extendeLl and intere;;ting field opened 
by his hook, but he has eYidently l,een an enthusia5tic colledor of facts and his 
hook must be of interest to all of the name. Of coarse there are a number of 
hranches traced out, but there are also a great many brief notes aml gleaning,, some 
of which may be of sen ice to the )._met·ican genealogist. w. H. w. 

11-Iem,Jir of Ru. Samuel Wl,iting, D.D., and of his 1cife. Elizabeth St. _Jvltn; 
icith references to so,ne of t/,cfr E,1glisl, Ancestors and American Descend
ants. By ,vrLLL.\.M \Vmnirn, former President of the N. E. Hist., 
Geneal. Society. Author of " V{ ar Powers under the Con&titution of the 
United States," etc. Fifty copies printed, not published. Boston: 
printed by Raud, Avery & Co. 1871. 
The first 190 pages of thi;; book are gi,en to a memoir of Re"<'. Samuel Whiting, 

who was horn iu Bo,;ton, co. Lincoln, Eng., in 1597, was gradnared at Emanuel 
Cullege, Cambridge, and came to Ne"'l"-England in 1636. He wa,; settled as miniilter 
at Lynu, .Mas~., and died there in 167lJ. He belonged to a family of gentry loug 
re3iJe11t in Liucoln;3hire, and his 'ttife had a still more distingui,hed perligree, being 
the sister of Olive1· St. J<)hu, Lord Chief Justice of England, of the race of the 
Barnns St. John of Bletsoe: she wa,s a cousiu of Olirnr Cromwell. 

This memoir is. as the title indicates, the chief objed of intere~t, and i~ a com
pr~hensirn collection of all that can be found concerning the worthy Puritan 
ruini~ter. 

The perligrees are mnc-h le,, ebh0rated and wonlcl he mueh imprornd 1,y some 
~y,tem vf 1mrn'1ering. BLtt few hrnnches apparently are traced. In regard to the 
E,1Q:li,h part, a nmnber of records of wills and haptisrns are gi,en, to aid any 
future 1nqLLire1·, hut without any attempt to arrange the material so colleded. 

Notice is also taken of other families of the name, or of a similar one. Thus 
there are many clesl'endants of Nathaniel ·whiting of Dedham, and William 
11hiting of Hartfurd. h<)th of whom are thought to lrn,e come from Boxford, co. 
Suffolk, Eng., amt of James, Matthew aml Thumas Whiton of Hingham, Mass. 
C.-,n"idernble space is giyeu to the Yirginian family of "\Vhiting, to which belonged 
Bewrly ·whiting, a gncl-father of George Washington's. 

Tlie illustrations of the Yolnme are au engravmg of the Whitiug coat-of-arms, 
aud a la1·ge tabLtlar pedig1·ee of the anee~tors of Elizabeth (St. John) ·whiting. 

\Ve rejoic~ that _ou1· honored ex-_(lt·esideut has foun~ time, amiLl the exactions of 
a profess10n m wlnch he rank~ so high, to prepare tin;; volume. We hope he may 
hereafter re3ume the task ancl extend the genealogical portion to a corresponding 
volume. w .. H. w. 
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Historical Genealogy of the Kfrk Family, as establ,'shed by Roger Kirk, wl,o 
settled in _}tc,ttinghmn, Chester Gowdy, Pl'oi·ince of Pen11S!Jfowl'ia, abuut the 
y~m· 1714-, containing impartial biographical sketc!t~s of his Descendants 
as Jar as ascertained; Also a record of two !wnrlrerl and nine qf the 
Descendants of Alphrmsus Kirl..·, ichfJ migrateclfrom Lur.,-,w;, .1Yurth Irrlancl, 
ancl settled i'n t/,_e 0011-nty of l{ew Castle, Delaware. By CHARLES ST CBB:,, 

J.I.D., Cor. Mem. of the Maryland Academy of Science, &c. Lancaster, 
l'a.: Wylie & Griest. 1872. Large lGmo. pp. 252. 
The Roger Kirk whose record occupies mo~t of thi~ ,olume, wa~ a settler as earlv 

as l7hl. He married Elizaheth Richards and had fire childeen ,,ho married. Hi~ 
two suns and his daughter Elizabeth, who m:1rrie,l Thomas \'i" oqclward, ure recrarcled 
a5 equally founders of families, and their de~cendaut" ure tnicea with great fi.tlne,~ 
through many families of rnrious names. The wurk is ,rell ,rn·anzecl aml must he 
of great rnlue to many r•ersou~ lie~ide~ the Kil'k~. Pp. 21 i-252 ,ire criveu to the 
rec,ml of Alphonsus Kirk, of Newca8tl_e, whose fathe1· is ,aid to he

0

Roger, and 
whn,,e olckclt son was named Roger. Tln~ last name was cont-empumrv with Ro,.,er 
of Nottingh:ctm, !mt the author say3, '' what relation tl;ese two Roger Kirks bore~ to 
each other, 1s ll probkm we hare heen unable to ~olre.·' 
. "\,Ve are glad to record this prouf of the continuance of a taste for genelllogy OLLt-

s1de of NE:w-Eugland. w. H, w. 

Historical Notes of the Family of Kip, qf Kipsbu1·g and Kip's Bay. New
York. Privately printed. 1871. [Press of J. Munsell, Albany.] Sm. 
PP· 49. 
In this beautiful ,olmne. Bishop Kip of California- has zi1·en the pedizree of his 

kindred. one of the old•· Kuickerh0cker" families of Ne,:.=-York. The 1iedi!!l'ef' i~ 
nuced to Ruloffe De Kype. who died in 1569, and who,e grand~on Hend1·ick- Kyp<:> 
came to this c•mntrv in Hi35. Two gmmlsm.1,: of l;{eudrkk wel'e the r,o-patcntee~ of 
the 1\Ianor of Kips 1rnr~, in 1688. the family al5u owne,l land at Kip's Bay, aml 
in the present citv of New-York. 

In Appeurlix I.", is a ~1Jti~e of the Ingraham fam~ly ~f Sout~ C'aro~ina ( clistinct 
from the New-England faunly of the name), ·who~i, :E.ugl1sh peLhgree L, sa1Ll to l_,e 
ascertained. In .Appendix n. we find the usual unpro1ed ,tatenwnts abm1t the 
Lfiwrence pedigree. .Appendix IIL contlclins a short note on the \'an Ren:3selaer~. 

W. H. W. 

A Contributi'.on to the Genealogp of the Bearse ri,· Bearss .Fwnily in Ame1·icrt: 
1618-1871. Ancestry and Descendants of Dea. Julm BParss and Ids il';'(e 
Jl,[ully (Beardsley) Bearss, of .1.Yew Ji'ai\field. Ct., awl Westmorelaud, 'N 
Y. By ,ToHN BE.-1..RSS NEwcmrn, of Elgin, Ill. Pri1'ately pl'inteL"t 
for the use of the family. Elgin, Ill.: Dec. 7, 18,1. Sm. pp. Hi. 
The title of this little tract fully describes th"' hook. The author trace~ one 

1iranch from _\ngustim, Bears~e. of Bllrmtahle, Ma5s., to his gl'. gr. o-nmcbc,n 
John Bearss, who was born in l'i63, aud maerieLl JH,,lly Beard~ley in 171-1. The 
de8cendants of that marriage are then traced Yery thoroughly in !,0th the ma.le anJ 
female brunches. w.-H.w. 

Genealogy of the .Fmn-ify of Winchell hi ,._-4.merica : embrncing tl,fl Et/;mology 
and History of the .Name, and the Ontlmes qf some Collateral Ge1ieafogfrs. 
By Au~xANDER ·wrncaELI., LL.D., Professor of Geology, &c. in the 
Univ. of Michigan. Ann Arbor. 18Gi). 8vo. pp. 2i l. 
The main part of this hook, 218 pages, is gfreu to the descendunts of Roh<:rt 

"\Vincoll or Winchell, of Dor0hester, Mass., and "\lindsnr, Cnnn. Pp. 219-228 o·irn 
the family of Munson ·w., of Goshen, a, wry late immigrant; pp. 229-23i re~,rJ 
German families of the name. 

The plan is ;;imple and good. Each mun who he~ame the head of a family ha,a; a 
serial number ofter bis name, us well as _his reg,1\ar number r<•ckoniug from the 
first. The reader must, howe,er, seek this numher a~ a family one. •rtms the au
thor is recorded on p. 150, 17-19 Alexand,:r 476. On p. 206, as 17'19 Ale)xau
der, Family 4,6. By the statement of the plan, ,·h.: that the family numkr was 
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a thick faeecl mnueml, we shonld have looked for 4 76 which occur~ on p. 116 as 
<l 76 J\Iat'tha, Family 195. Thi;; typographical change is a. fatle trouhlesome at 
first; the thin numeral shoultl ham 1Je211 kept through,mt before the name. 

The book is a useful am! unprclentirm;; one, aud we trust the author will be 
eneouragetl to pruceed ,rith au euhrged edition. w. H. w . 

.A School .History lf tl1e G1ited States. Bv W. H. VENABLE, of the 
Chickering Claosical aud Scientific Institut'.e. "Wilson, Hiukle & Co., 
Cincinnati and New-York. 1872. I2mo. pp. 250 and xs:x. 

Jiuw on the ~1Iiami, and other Poems. Bv W. H. VENABLE. Cincinnati: 
R. tV. Carroll & Cu., Pnlifahers. 18i'2. 12mo. pp. 122. 
One of the most difficult tasks for the educator, is to find text huoks in all respects 

s~tital-ile for children; anrl very few eYen uf those pernons who hav;, had Jong experi
ence as teachers, and only such, are cowpeteut tu prepare b,Joks of that character. 
The History hefore us is a very successful attempt hy a. scholar and teacher of 
experieucn t,J produce a systematic, hriclf, clear, and authentic history of the 
United State~. 

The plan is simple; a strictly chronoloo-iral order of arrar:gernent i;; followed; 
the most important date~ are made pt·omin;:,ut hy a peculiar type; a condensed 
record of general progress is placed at the encl uf almost eYery chapter; and the 
nanatirn is kept unincumh(!red by matter,; of minor impo1·tauce. Fout notes, 
profuse and attractirn illush-atious, a large number of cul,,red maps showing the 
progressive settlement of the country, an appendix aml index are furnished. The 
latter i~ foll enough to serve as a capital guide to teaehers and conm1ittees in the 
examiuation of classes. 

\\'e 1iave notieed a few hlcmishes iu the text. S,mw of them are probably typo
g~uphical errors, hut a few are errors of fiwt, antl ull can easily be corrected in 
another editiou. The reference to Castile and Leon (p. 9) is uot quite exact. The 
authol" sp::aks of Giovanni Caliot (p. 16) auJ of Juhn Verazzauo (p. 1:2). Juan 
Ponce de Leon (the Cvnqueror and Gorernor of Porto Rieu) set uut on his first 
expedition t-J the m'.linland iu 1513, n0t in 1512 (S0~ Kohl's Disc. ef Jl.laiw, the 
l,e,,t authority), a,nd consequently as he discoyered Florida on Easter day, it was 
not on t!w 28th (p. II), liut 011 the 27th of ~forch. 1Valtce Raleigh and Humphrey 
Gil!J;.-rt had the same mother but dift'ereut fathers; they were nut brothers-in-law, 
in the ruo,lern use of that expreEsion ( pp. 2G aud 27). The Gov. Haynes mentioned 
on page 41 is the ~arnc person as the Gov. Haines referred to on page 43. Ferdi
nando, not Fernando was the ehristian nttllle of Gorges (pp. 4G and :s:xv); and 
Thomas G,Jrges (p. JG) was not his s,m, hut may haYe been h.b nephew. Puritan
ism (p. ,li), Congregationalism and Episcopacy (p. 131) are spoken of as religions. 
•· The Articles of Confederation" (p. 13!) are not explained, wr their history 
given. On page 159 Josiah Quincy is distinguished for his legal attainments. 
He is more di,tinguished for having introduceu disunion resolutio,is into congnss. 
'fhe reference to Charu1ing, on page 161, needs forther qnalificatiou. 

Of Mr. Yenahle's rnlume of poem~, whuse title i~ given above·, we can find no 
fault. Many of the poems are delightful; a few are exquisite in thought, feeling 
and measure; none are tame or maudlin, or lean of sense. The writer is a poet, 
and we crav.; further fruits of his genius . 

. Notes relating tn Rawlins or Rallins, with 1.Yotices of EarZlf Settle1·s of the 
uame /n America, and Familft Records of l½omas of Boston, lvt"cholas of 
.1.Vewbury, William of Glouceste,·. By Jom, R. ROLLINS, A.M., member 
of the N. E. Hist. Gen. Society. Lawrence, !fass. 1870. Sm. pp. 84. 
Thia pamphlet is essentially a collection of note8. There i,: an interesting essay on 

family names, a numher of gleanings abottt Englishmen of the name, accounts 
of many settlers in America, and quite exteusirn records of the three branches 
named in the title. 

The author intends to contim1e his inrnstigations as to other hranches of the 
family, and eventually, perhaps, to prepare a complete genealogy of all bearinrr 
the aho,A surnames, in its different forms. "TTr e mt1ce this preliminary publication~ 
now, mainly for the purpose of calling the attention of the family and its connec
tions to it, in order that they may aid J\Ir. Rollins as much as possible. 
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Life of lfen;,y Dunster, First 
JERE1U.\H CHA.PLIX, D.D. 
l:2mo. pp. x:s:. ancl 315. 

Pres,dent of Ha,·card College. Dy Re\', 
Booton: Jame~ R O,goocl & Co. 18,:!. 

Not only was Dunster the first pre~iclent of the first estuh\ished college iu America, 
hut he hacl the chief part in framing it.s mles aud reg,1latic1ns, a11<l iu tis:ing; it~ 
course$ of study. He a,lministered its lairs, cullected audJi.,peu,ei.l its re1-emies, anJ 
exercised his rare gifts ancl learning as the principal iustrnctur of its stuclent,; fur 
about fourteen years,-perliaps the 111ost impurtant perio,.l of i:s early hi~tury. l\[,,re 
than two hunJreLl years h[l,ve elapse,l since he was laid to re~t; :rnd tmw, for the tirst 
time, we haYe his memoir. For it we are perhap, ruainly in,bbted t,> the 
fact, that ll,S Duuster was the firEt prominent [tnaha1iti~t ~n N~w-Englaucl, his lifo 
aud character attract the iuterest of a la1·ge religiuus den,m1inatiou. This luug 
silence in regaTd to him is not so remarkalJle as it might seem at fir5t thought, it' 
we consider the circumstances under which hi8 connection with the college was 
sudclenly terminated, and the feeliugs thernhy engeuclered am<Jug his contemprm1ries. 
Neither they, nor his ~un-ivini acqnaintances, uor th,)~e who inherited their prejLt
dices, found in his life and aoctrines a pleasant subject for their peus, ur e1-eu for 
meditation. 

Dr. Chaplin has collected the chief facts of Dunster's e,entful career, aud pr,:,Juced 
a meu10ir creditable to his replltatiou for ability and industry. The mairr interest of 
the narrati,e centres about the facts connected with his remurnl from the presi,lency 
of the college,-the most imp,irtant event in his life. The story is a ~ad one, and, 
considered solely in the light of the preseut day, reflecb J ittle credit up,lll any of 
the parties iuvolved in the transaction. To his biugmpher, and tho~e of 13irnilar 
theolngical views, the narrati,e preseuts aspects and points of pecllliar interest, and 
to some exteut the memoir is shared and colored hy the writer"s preposses:-ious. Henee 
it is in part, at least, a defence of Duu;;ter; and whe1·e it fa defensiw it is criticisahle 
maiuly for the reason that the writer fall~ imo the common error uf applying m,1dern 
tests aud standards to occurrences an,l instimti0ns of another age. We are accus
tomed to say that the standard of right aud wrung is :fiyecl from etemity to eternity. 
This is true as to all the moral relations of the iwlfridual to his Creator; hut in the 
Yaried relations of man to man, or of the indi,ichml man to so0iety, e1·euts occur 
:m<l. questions arise to all aspects of which we cannot apply this moml smudard. 
As to such events and questions, the institutions, customs aml cirC-L1mstauces of each 
age, and of each di6tinct people or commnuity, fix the staudard by which they are 
to be jrrdged. 

Dr. Chaplin regards Dim~ter as a "martyr" to the cause of religiorrs liherty; 
and he cites Quincy';; application of the term to Durnter. This word '"ruartyl' ., 
is usually yery loosely applied. It is so in this instance hy Qi1incy, wh\) was an 
illogifal thinker, and couspicuous for his imtml,il'em,s;; and hasty judgment:i. In 
the long roll of so•callerl martyrs, yery few are eutitled to the name. If Drrn;;ter 
was a lflartyr, he was so only hy virtue of his own acts. 

Let 11s recall the circllrnstances. He was called to the presirlency of the college 
hy the '' elder~, ministers, and magistrates." He had the repuhttiun of great 
learning, of special fitue~s for the office, an,.l of being sourrcl upon all rn.1tler;; 
pertaining to the established relii_lious faith and practice of the c-olouy; ancl Liuriug 
his term of office the standards or faith aud practice had been resol,eJ. upon aml 
declared in his Yery presence as it were, if•not by his counsel and vote. The~e 
declarations were eYplicit llpou the subject of baptism. 

Ao·ain. He was placed over the only theological ;achoQl in America, and youug 
meu"were entrusted to his care to he fitted fur the office of tE-acher of the true faith 
and practice. Under these circumstances was it con~istcnt with a good conscience 
that he should remain in office after he had changed his ,-iews ou this point·? Could 
any reasonalile man have expected to he retained there? 'IV ould any man, unles, he 
were blinded hy too much conceit, or le,l by self-will, seek to hold his office? The 
overseers in,-ited Dunster to resign. They coukl do no less. They diil, in this 
particular, no more than the overseers of any oue of the theological sehouls of our 
own day would be expected to do, aucl would justly do, if they remoyecl a 
profe,sor of "heresy.'' Dr. Chaplin himself, mu:it he aware. we think, that the 
charter of at least one of our New-Engiand College-s reguires its pre8iderrt to Jll'<Jfe~s 
a particular form of faith, and that this requirement has always been enforced. 

Dunster's interruption of the admini6tration of the onlinance of iufant baptism 
was not ouly in Yiolation of law, but it was a pernicious example to the you th uuder 
his charge. He acknowledged as much as thk Of this offeuce he was eon,kteu 
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by the c1nmty court, and admonished. Surely he could not properly complain if 
his own pre,ious teachings in regard to the duty of the ci, il p0wer t_owards tho 
church were put, into practice, emu upon himself. 

The plea of '· libet·ty of cr,nscience," urged by Dnuster himself and renewed by 
hi~ biogrnpher, d,Jes not hold good. 11 e have no faith in the plea which tran;;htes 
obdurate self-will into "libeny of conscience." No man hns the liberty to ;;eek to 
force hb ptirnte notions upon the acceptance of a dissident m~jority. And what i.-: 
thi~ lib~rty of conscience abottt which so much has been written and faid for three 
hundred years? Is a·ny rn::m certain his conscience is right'! Can he be certain of 
ic'! If nc,t, then his liberty is only the \ihe1ty of doing what he prefer,;; to do. In 
a c01urnunity of equals, no man has absolute rights; his "lihert-ies" are relative 
and limited. Practically what is calle,l liberty of conscience is impossible, except 
as a condition or concomitant of anarchy m· sheer liL"ense. Better than all the 
prating about '· liberty of con~cieni:e ., would it be, if e.-ery man n·ho cannot agree 
with his neighbors would depart and go to his own place. 

Dr. Chaplin lms placed in the appendix to his book a brief genealogy of the 
Dunster family, and other matters germane to his snhject. The ,0lume as a whole 
is in~trnctirn and interenting, and is a mluable addition tJ Ollr list of New-England 
biographies. 

History of the Rise and Fall of the Slare Power i'n .America. Bv HENRY 

WILSON. Vol. I. Boston: James R. Osgood and Company. 187:?. Svo. 
pp. xxiv. and 670. 
Mr. \Yilson has entered upon a great undertaking if -we may judge from the 

v;:,lume hefore us, which he states in the preface is the first of three on the same 
rnbject. The clearest and most concise form in which we can state the plan and 
method of this Y<llume, will be t,J quote the rnnning titles of a few of the first chap
tJrs, which are forty-five in numher. They are as follows:-

The Beginning ancl Growth of Slavery, and the Early De,elopment of the Slave 
Power; _\holitiuu-_\.holition Societies ; Sla,ery in the Tcrritories-Onlinauce of 
1,87; Compromises of the Constitutiou-Slave-Representation-Sla,e Trade-Rendi
tion of Fllgitive Slnvos; Proposed Tax on Slams-First Sln,ery Dohatc in Congress
Petitions for Emancipation-Po,rnrs of the Govemment Defined; The Fugiti\-e Slam 
Act of li'\J3-Proposed Amendments; The Sla.ve-Trade-its Prohibitio:µ : Domestic 
and Foreign Slave-Trade-Negotiations with Foreign Powers; Foreign Relations of 
the Gorernmeut influencec'l by Sla,cry; Indian Policy affected by Sla,ery-Exiles of 
Florida; The .Missouri Strnggle-The Compromises; .Admission of Jl,Jissouri-At
tempt to introduce Slavery intv Illinois; Early Anti-Sla.-ery Jl,fomments-Benjamin 
Ltmdy-1Yilliam Lloyd Garrison ; The Virginia Constitutional Oomention-South

:amptou Instirrection-Slavery Debates in the Legislature. The volume ends with 
the admis~ion of Texas as a State. . 

It will be ser,u from this list that the rnlurue embraces a wide sur,ey of the field, 
and an cxhausti,e statement of the lea'ding events and incidents of the history of 
_-\merican Slamry. 

The author is a man of a/fair~ ; unused to philosophical sreculations or abstract 
reasoning. His life, or the main part of it, has been passed rn the halls of legisla
tion and other arenas of political action: and practical questions, relating to the gen
eral interests of the country, or to the iutet'ests of federal and local p0litics, ham 
engrossed his attention. The hahit3 of hi,s mind, thus determiner! J,y the conditions 
of his public iife, are stamped on ernry page of his bo0k. Hi;; thoughts are well de
fined, and his style is simple and per~picuou8, as was becoming in what was intend
e,1 as a narrative of events. In those parts of the rnlume in which the author deals 
with documentary matter, debates in Congress, &c., he shows skill in seizing 
upon and reprodtrcing their pith ancl marrow. 

In most respects the volume has been well edited ; but it would ham been im
pro,ed, as a literary work, had the author pursued a more rigid ~ystet11 of conden
sation, and had eliminated all redundant words and sentences. The writer has 
long hem identified with the anti-5lavery cause; -wa.s one of its ablest and most 
acfo·e supporters; mingled in the fiercest warfare which it waged 01' suffered, and 
came out of it, saturated, s,1 to speak, ,vith its spirit. So far as he has gained upon 
his adversaries or his fellows in the long and hot contest, he owes it to the anti-sla
.-ery agitation. As a puhlio man, he i:S one of its chief offspring. 

The struggle was long and bitter, nnd when it ceased it left behind it scar5 and 
blisterings wounds. The men engaged in it acquired the'habit of sturdy -words and 



1872.] Book-Nut ices, 351 

!ncisi .e forms of expression, and no one was ever at a loss to compl'ehend their mean-
1~g. ~\mong their survivors the hahit of plain speaking, thu~ acquired by long prac
tice, still c,mtinues, together with a recollection of theirseYere warfare. lt was natu
ral, therefore, that something of this spirit should be reflected in this book, and 
so far as it is ex:cessi,e, in phrase or statement, it is in derogation of the historical 
,al~e of Hie treatise. It is difficult, we admit, for men of strong connctions to restrain 
their feelings when they come to deal with what they regard as moral crimes, but 
e,en here we must always concede that other men,-the authors or abettors of these 
"crillles,·•-may hase had, and donhtless did haw, conrictions equally clear, and 
for them equally authoritative. 

The most difficult part of 1fr. Wilson's task is yet before him, for he is about to 
enter upon a chapter in which he "\\'as personally concerned. Vi'" e shali await the 
appearance of his second rnlume with no little interest. 

'fhis series of ,olumes will undoubtedly ha Ye a large sale, and will be received by 
a portion of the American people as a fair, complete,· and truthful narrative. 
It can hardly he expected, howeYer, that it will be as readily accepted by those who 
had no sympathy with the anti-slarery cause, or by that larger class who had no 
sympathy for the measures hy which that" cause" was carried to its final triumph. 
All mte[ligent and patriotic men rejoice now or soon will, we heliew, in the iii.ct 
tl~at the curse of ~la very is removed, but it is too much to expect that all such men 
will very soon or ,ery cordially rejoice in the mode of its "taking off." · 

The Life of Abraham Li'.ncoln, from h;"s Bfrth to his Inauguration as 
President. Bv ·WARD H. LA11ION. ·with Illustrations. Boston: James 
R. Osgood & Co. 1872. Svo. pp. xvi. aucl 5-H . 

. This is the first serious attempt, of which we ha,e any knowledge, to write the 
life of Mr. Lincoln; and we speak: with clue caution, we are assurecl, when we say 
that the books hitherto put forth ou this suhject, with the exception, perhaps, of 
Holland's, are utterly unreliahle and therefore worthless. Mr. Lamon, an intimate 
acquaintance of Mr. Lincoln, has spent manv ve::trs on .his ·wurk, usinz his own 
material~, and haviug the cooperation of other8, ·among whom was ·William H. 
I~erndon,. Esq., the partner in business, and the intimate personal a~,0ciate of Mr. 
Lmcoln tor about a tJ.Uarter ot' a century. The author had also the use of the 
materials collected by Mr. Herndon, which he describes as the" richest, rarest, and 
fullest collecti.on ·it was possible to coucei,e " * ". They comprise the re.::ollections 
of Mr. Lincoln's nearest friends; of the surviving members of his family and his 
family connections: of the men still fo·ing who knew him and his parents in Ken
tucky; of his schoolfellows, neigh hors, and acq uaiutan~es in Indiana; of the hetter 
part of the ropulution of New-Salern [Ind.]; of hii! UESOCiate;; and friends in 
Springfield [ "11.], and of lawyers, judges, politicians arnl statesmen everywhere, 
who had anything of interest or moment to relate. They were collected at a vast 
~xpense of time, labor and money, invoking the employment of many agents, long 
Journeys, tedious examinations, and voluminous correspondence." No adeti.uate 
estimate ca.n be placed upon tne ,alue of such materials, nor upon the amount of 
labor and research which brought them together. 

·With such resourc·es, and inspired by motives of friend,;hip fol· Mr. Lincoln, the 
author has prepared the first volume of the memoir now before U8. He seems to 
ha,e written with the utmost frankne~s, as he certainly has with the evident purpose 
of giYing the tmth, the whole truth, and nothing hnt the truth relatiye to his 
subJect. 

Beginning "l'l'ith the emigration of Thomas Lincoln from Virginia to Kentucky, 
and the birth of his distinguished son, the author truces the latter's history in detail 
t)irough his e,entful and remarkable career down to the point where and when his 
hfe-long amhition,-the hope of his boyhood, the aspiration and effort of his mature 
year;;,-at last culminated in his election and inauguration as pre~ident of the 
United States. 

Considering that Mr. Lincoln sprang from the lowest stratum of society, and that 
too a frontier society; that his boyhood and early manhood were passed among a 
people of low tastes and ill regulated habits, and under concliti,)ns the most 
u~propitious whiP,h it is possihle to imagine; that, aho,e all the disadrnntal)'e;; of 
his hirth and early associations, he rose su1)erior hy the force of native powers alone; 
educated and trained himself to be a1?- acceptable companion_ of educated an_d_ r~fined. 
men and women; that he became a lawyer of commanding mfluence, a politician of 
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the highest order of shrewdness and ability, the idol of a great party, and finally 
the chief executive of a powerful and free people,-this cerwinly is unexampled in 
our history, and entitles him to be ranked as the most extraordinary man whom 
this country has yet produced. 

The author's purpose was to present a faithful portrait of Mr. Lincoln in all the 
stages and iu all the relations of his life; hence, unlike most of his predecesRors in 
this field, he has ,Vl'itten without special regard to v.ersoual or party considera
tions, the pride of political friends, or the suscept1~,ilities and seusiliilities of 
surviring relatirns. The volume is far from being a eulogy, and its chief,alue lie:, 
in the fact that it is made up of facts. The writer di,guises nothing, and leaws 
little or nothing for the imagination to supply. "\Ve look in min, on tlie one hand, 
for t'he ideal character which the inflated and extravagant laudations of political 
friend or heated partizans, has created; and on the other, for the monster of 
dul?[~c1ty, nilgarity and lo}\' cunning conceived of by many of l\Ir. Lincoln ·s 
pohtrnal opponents. 

Mr. Lamon de,otes considerable, and perhaps an unreasonable share of his space 
to J\Ir. Lincoln's "lorn affairs; " and in this connection seems to transgress the 
hounds of strict propriety. This criticism will apply also to the use he has made 
of primte correspondence. It may be that he had fall authority for its use in the 
way and manner it appears here; if so. the question resoll·es ibe[f into one of good 
taste. As a rule, howe,er, the sensibilities of the li.ing are as worthy of respect 
as the honor of the dead. 

J\luch has been said and a great deal written in regard to J\fr. Lincoln's religious 
belief, while his moral character has ne,er been assailed. Upon the first point the 
e,idence is explicit. 

His religious opinions when he resided in New-Salem, in Springfield and in 
Washington, are here stated at great length, and may be briefly summed up in 
the following lan~uage of his biogrnpher (p. 486) : "J\Ir. Lincoln was never a mem
het· of any churcn, nor did he beliere iu the divinity of Christ, or the inspiration 
of the Scriptures in the sense uuderstiiod hv ewngelical christiaus. His theological 
opinions wern substantially those expounded hy fheodore Parker. O,envhelming 
teotimony out of many mouths, and none stronger than that out of his own, place 
the~e facts heyoud coutro,ersy." The opinions as held hy him in 1837, he co~tin
ue,l to hold to the last, but for prudential reasons he became more and more reticent 
in regard to them. His biographer further says: "it is probable that much of J\fr. 
Lincoln's unhappiness, the mel:rncholy that' dripped from him as he walked,' was 
due to his want of religious faith. \Vhen the black fit was on h.im [he was three 
times insane, and once or twice violently so], he suffered as much mental misery as 
Bunyan or Cowper in the deepest ano·uish of their conflicts with the edl one. 
But the unfortunate conviction fasten~d upon him hy his early associations that 
there was no trnth in the Bible made all consolation impossihle, and penitence 
useless. To a man of his temperament, predisposed as it was to depression of 
spirits, there could be no chance of happineEs, if doomed to lire without hope and 
without God iu the world. He might force himself to be merry with his cho5en 
comrades; he might 'banish sadness' in mirthful conversation, or find relief in 
a jest; gratified ambition might elevate hi;; feelings, and gh-e him ease for a time: 
but solid comfot't and permanent peace could come to him ouly through 'a corres
pondence fixed with heareu.' The fatal misfortune of his life, looking at it only as 
it affected him in this world, was the intlueuce at New-Salem and Springfield which 
enlisted him on the side of unbelief. He paid the bitter penalty in a life of misery." 

The reader will find that many of the popula.r notions of Mr. Lincoln, and not a 
few of the "ineideuts" of his life, to wlnch his other biographet·s ha,e given their 
sanction, a.re here exploded. One of the most interesting chapters in the rolume is 
that in which J\fr. Lamon shows beyond question, or doubt, that the famous and 
almost universally credited story about the "Baltimore conspiracy" against J\fr. 
Lincoln's life, in 'February, 1861, was as base in its origin as it was baseless in fact. 

We shall look with impatience for the second rnlume, which will treat of Mr. 
Lincoln's career as president. When that ,olume appears we presume that we 
shall gain new and important light in regard to the war, its conduct and vicissi
tudes; upon the action of individuals and parties; and in relation to the vexed 
political questions which grew out of the war. 

This rnlume i;; handsomely printed and illustrated with sereral portraits. 
It is destined to create a great seus::ition, if we mi,,take not, and will find quite as 

many readers among his political opponents as among his friends and supporters. 
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Collections of tlie Tennant Historical Society. Prepared and P11blisl,ed by 
the Printing and Publishing C0111mittee i-n Pursuance of ct T'ute of the 
Society. Vol. II. 1\Iontrelier: Printed for the Society. 187 l. 8vo. 
pp. x:s:vii. and 530. 
The contents of this volume are as follo-ws : 
1. Vcmwnt Histurica{ Society: List of its pamphlet puhlications; officers from 

Oct. 1870 to Oct. 1s72. 
2. Additions and Corrections to Vols. 1. and II. Vol. I. of Yermout Historical 

Society VinJicated. This Vindication is a reply to the criticisms of H. B. Dawson, 
Esq., editor and publisher of the Historical Magazine (Morrisania N. Y.). The 
critici6ms are sharp and numerous, 1,ut we think that Mr. Dawson's friends will 
admit that the ,indication is substantially, if not in all re,pects technically, complete. 

3. The Iialdimand Papers, with Contemporancnus History. 4. Opiniong of the 
Haldimand Negotiations. 5. Complcteneos of the Haldimand Papers in the 
Negotiation. 

'l'he "Haldimand Papers" consist mainly of the correspondence and memoranda 
connected -with the negotiations between Vermont and the Go,erner of Canada, 
from January H, 1779, to Jl,far~h 25, li83, and are copies of the most important 
portion of the "Canada Papers" belonging to the Lord Dorchesfrr colieetiou in the 
Royal Institution, London. They relate to the most interesting eyent in the history 
of Vermont, namely; the negotiations carried on h:Y a few of the leading inhabi
tants with Gen. Haldimand, the cummander of the British forces in Canada, 
ostensibly, and perhaps really, fur a truce a.ud exchange of prisoners, secretly, but 
nc,t seriously, for reconciliation with Great Britain. By means of these negotia
tions the Briti,h were ke1>t out of Y ermont, their military operations retarded, 
and perhaps the independence of the United States secured. At any rate, it is a 
matter c,f grave douht whether the New-England territory could have been saved to 
the United States, if thes() negotiations had not taken place. It will be readily 
~een therefure that the publicatiun of these papers adds valuahle material for study 
in the domain of American history, and the Vermont Historical Society is deserving 
uf great commendation for their publication. 

'l'he 6th article in this Yolume is a brief History of Vermont as a State, from 1783 
to 1791. The 7th article relate8 to the Early Ea~tern Boundary of New-York. In 
this question much is inrnl,ed relating to the history of New-York, Connecticut, 
l\Iassaclrnsetts and New-Hampshire. It is an interesting and fruitful ~uhject. 

The text is supplied -with rnluable note-', and the committee of publication have 
performed their share of the labor with ability and sound discretion. 

The most Beautiful City in Americct.-Esscty and Plan for the Improvement 
of the City of Boston. By ROBERT MORRIS COPELAND. Boston : 
Lee & Shepard. 1872. 8vo. pp, 46. 

Mr. Copeland is a yery competent authority upon all subjects relating to his 
profession. He has written and spoken a good deal upon the subject of landscape 
g'.1l"Jcning, and his Yiew~ and suggestion;; are worthy of special attention. He sees 
t~at in the new pa.rts of B0ston and its suburbs, the amplest opportunities exist for 
making the city and its present em·irons healthy, and attractive to the eye. His 
plans do not contemplate large aud immediate outlays of money, to be made a bur
den to the present and a legacy to coming generations, but that ill- all future 
changes of the old and in the development of new territory systematic plans 
shall Le followeJ, iu laying out streets, building houses, and resening spaces for 
water, parks, drive ways, trees, &c. 

Annexed to this pamphlet is a map showing the plan of impro,ements and reser
vations proposed by Mr. Copeland. 

Supplement to Coins, Tokens and llledals, of tlie Dominion of Canada. Ry 
ALFRED S.a.NDH_ur, Author of "1\Iontreal Past and Present," "Prince 
of Wales's Metlala," &c., Corresponding 1\Iember of the Amer. Num. & 
Arc. Soc. (New-York), Num. & Antiq. Soc. of Philadelphia, and the 
New-England Historic, Genealogical Soc. [Boston]. From the Second 
Edition-Copy Right Secured. 1\Iontreal: 1872. 8vo. pp. 11. 

This pamphltt contains a chart representing variou, medals not contained in the 
previous work. 
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llfernoir o.f Rer:. Patrick Copland, Rector elect of the fi;•st projected College 
in tl1e [;~zited States. .A CJ,apter of t/,e English Colonization of America. 
By EDWARD D. NEILL, author of" Term 1Hari::r,," the .. Yirginia Company," 
the "English Colonization of America during the Se\·enteenth Century," 
etc. Ne falsa dice re, nee i·era reticere. New-York: Charles· Scribner & 
Co., G5-l Broadway. 1871. 12mo. pp, 9G. 

The name of Pa.trick Copland, a clergyman of the Chur<'h of EngbncL and a 
friend of Nicholas Ferrar and Sir George Sandys, will be forenir honoralJly and 
interestingly associated with the fo·Et effort,, to Chri~tianize the ahori2;ines 0f 
America, and to provide suitahle schools for the children of the planters vf Virginia. 
The date and place of his birth are unknown, and the e:rnct da.te and phee of his 
death ha,e not been definitely ascertained. He entered the senice of the East 
India Company soon after it was organized, and there continued till the i,ummer of 
1616, when he returned to England, bringing with him a natire convert, one of his 
pupils, frvill Bengola, who within a few lllunths afterward was baptized by the Re,. 
Dr. John Wood, in the church of St. Dennis, London. in the presence of the Lol'd 
Mayor of the city, meI11hers of the Prfry Council, and other distingui,hed pers,ma
ges. Soon afterward he returned to India with his pupil. In 1621 he was again in 
England, and there hecame acquainted with the members of the Virginia Company. 
He fouml them actiwly engaged in their plans for colonizing Virginia, aud con
nected therewith, in the plan of establi!lhing there a uniwr~ity. or colleg~, and other 
schools. As early tts 1618 this enlightened purpose had deeply interested the com
pany, and Copland at once on hici arrival entered into the plan with zeal !ired by his 
labvrs aud success in India. E,en 0n his voyage home he had learned of this pur
pose, and had obtained frvm his fellow passengers a gift of £70 to that end. 

l\fr. Cvplood was chosen a lllember of the -company, and redor of the projected 
college, but hefore he was ready to leave England news came of the terrible calamity 
that befel the colony in 1622, and after that little was done for the educational 
enterprise. 

After the dissolution of the Virginia Company Mr. C,1pbnd proceeded to the 
Bermudas, and there labored for many years. Here as early as 16-!2 he was an 
elder in a religious society which helrl a weekly lo,e-feast, rejecteJ infant baptifm, 
and used a catechicm prepared bv Oxenstiern, called·' Milk for Babes." Subse
quently, with his wife and others: he went tu an i'ilancl of the Bahama group, and 
organized a Puritan church. It is said that he and his companions were aided, 
while here, by supplies sent fi·olll Massachusetts. He returned to the Berllludas, 
and died there in 1651, it is conjectured. 

l\Ir. Neill has carefully compiled the scattered facts in the life of Copland and 
produced a very interesting narrative. The book is worth preserdng . 

.1Jiemorial of the Church in B,·attle Square. A Disconrse pi·eached in the 
Clwrch in Brattle Sqnare, on the last Sunday of its use for Public Wor
ship, July 30, 1871. By SAMUEL IC LOTHROP, D.D., Pastor of the 
Society. With an Appendix, an account of faying the Corner-stone of 
the New Church. Boston: Preos of .John Wilson & Son. 18il. Sm. 
pp. 56. 
The title-page of this well-favored pamphlet, sufficiently explains the nature of 

its contents. The sermon is an eloquent discourse, and contains mL1c-h intere8ting 
and rnluahle historical matter relating to the religious society of which the Re,. 
Dr. Lothrop has heen the useful and houvred pastor for about thirty-eight years. 

Boston Illustrated. Boston: James R. Osgood & Co. l8i2. Svo. pp. 
122. 
This elegant volume is devoted to (1) the history, and (2) the topography 

of Boston. Under the latter division it treats of the North End, the \Vest End, the 
Central District, the South End, New Bo~ton, the Harbor, and the suburh5. 
The letter press is handsomely p1·inted; is concise, full and intere5ting. The illus
trations are 119 in number, consisting of churches, hotel3, and other public build
ings, and ,iews and scenes in Boston and its suburbs. They m·e well done, and 
render the bo?l!:, a _pleasant guide to aq objects of interes!. and _a ,aluable memento 
of B0ston a;; 1t 1s 1n 1872. 'fhe w0rk 1s sold at the nonunal price of fifty cents. 
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An Accl)unt of the Battle of Banker Hill, Compiled from Authentic S?urc1;s. 
By DAVID PcLSIFER, A.:M., 1\Iember of the New-Englaud Ihstonc, 
Genealogical Society; Corresponding 1\Iember of the New-York Histori
cal Society, the Essex Institute in Salem, and other Hiotorical Societies. 
·with General Burgoyne's Aceount of the Battle. Boston: A. Williams 
& Co., 135 \Yashington Street. 1872. 16mo. pp. 76. 

Mr. Pulsifer"s account of the Battle of Banker Hill, as i( is commonly i;tylerl, 
accompanied hy a map of BvstcJn aml Charlestown as they 'l>ere in 1775, showing 
the positions occupied hy the contending for.;e,, has been prepared with evident 
care, the best authorities have been consulted, all the important facts are given in 
sutli~ient detail, and both sides are represented; that of the Ilritish iu an account 
of the battle a, described i.n a letter of Gen. Burgoyne (see ante, ml. xi., p. 126). 
'l'his little tract is handsomely printed and bound, anrl furni~hed to the public at 
fifty cents a copy. . 

The neal' approach of the 100th anmver,,ary of the battle will render this pam
phlet especially usefol. 

1i[emorfrtl of Ebenezer Dale. [Boston: 1872.J Sm. pp. 2(3. 

A .11Iemorial Sennl)n on the Death of Thet'on J. Dale, p1·eached in St. Jolm's 
Church, _Gloucester, Sunday, Sept. 3, 1137 l. By Rev. J ,UJE:3 D. REED, 

Rector. For private distribution. Boston: Printed by Rand, Avery & 
Co. 1871. 8vo. pp. 16. 

Mr. Ebenezer Dale was bcJrn in Gloucester, Mass., April 2, 1812, and died in Boston, 
Dec. 3, 187l. He was an enterpri;;ing, u1J1·i.ght, and sL1cce,sful merchant aud highly 
esteemed in all business awl soeial relati,,us. This ruemorial parnphlet wa~ printed 
probably under the direction of the Brattle Square Church and ~0cieiy, of which ;\fr. 
Dale was a promiueut and active member. It contains the memorial sermon preached 
hytheRer. Dr. Lothrop, thepasto1·, in the Old South Chapel, Freeman Plar,e, Dec. 10, 
1871, where the society fol'Drnrly worshipping iu Bmttle :Square hol,ls its religious 
~ei·vices, pending the constmetir,n of their new church edifiee on the corner of 
Ooruruonwealth Avenue and Berkeley Sneet. The appendix contains the Yotes and 
resolrns of rnrious orcranizati.ous and corporations of which !lfr. Dale was a member 
or officer, and au ohi.t~::try notice printed in the Sunday Cmrier of Dec. lO, Hl7l. 

A few months precedio!! the death of Ebeuezer Da.le, his younge;;t hrother, and 
partner in lm~iues~. Mr. 'l'heron J. Dale, died suddenly, .at hi;; summer resideuee in 
Gloucester. He was a man of sterling worth aud yfrtne, and like his brother 
abo1·e named, wa;i acti,ely devote<'! to e1·ery good work. Pl'efixed to the memorial 
sermon hy his rector is a tribute from his frieorl the ReL Dr. Doane, the bicihop 
of Albany. 

The .American C!turch Review (Nos. for January aucl April, 1872.) 

'l'his work is puhli.~hed hy l\L M. l\lall0ry & Co., Hartford, Cr,no., at $4 per 
year. Its dress i~ eq_ual to tbat of the hest printed Euglish or American quarter
lie;;. As the 01·gan of the highest type of Christian ~~ho!ii.r~hip in the Prote~- -
taut Epiiicopal Church, the character of it,, conteoh, both in scoi1e. and treatment, 
commend the work to the members of that Church, e~pecially, while many of the 
articles will challenge the attention of scholarly and thinking minds generally. 

The eon tents of the January No. are: l. The Church and the Laboring Classes. 
2. Scientific Speculation vs. Theological Interpretation. 3. Remarks on the Ame
rican Church. By the .Bishop [Coxe] of \'Vestem Ne~v-York. 4. Deacone~ses. 5. 
Modern Thought in its Relations to the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ. 6. l\Iunifi
cence in Gh·ing,-a Present Need of the Timeii. 7. 'l'he Changes in England during 
half a Century. 8. Regeneration in Bapti~m. 9. The Analysis of the Sunbeam. 
10. Book-Notice;:. Of the April No.: 1. The [Vatican] Council and the State. 2. 
The Oher-:hnmergaLl PaF~ion-Play. By the Rev. E. A. Washburn, D.D. 3. Uni
tarianism iu New-England. 4. St. Mark and his Critics. 5. Physical Cause of 
the Death of Our Lord. 0. Ary Scheffer. 7. Christianity and the Old Testament. 
8. Ancient Icelandic Literature. 9. Mau in Darvdnism and in Chl'istianity. 10. 
Our Romani.zed Brethren. 11. The First Bishop of New-Hampshire. 12. Book
Notices. 
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MARRIAGES AND DEATHS. 

MARRIAGES. 

AVERr=SlIIPM.rn. In Jewett City, Ct., 
}fay 23, by the ReL Thomas L. Ship
mltn, George iV. A,ery, :t.LD., of 
Hartford, Conn., and Miss Lydin L. 
Shipman, daughter of the officiltting 
clergyman. 

GERRISrr=N.~so:.. In North Billerica, 
l\Iass., Feb. 15, by the Re\". Elias Na
son, Charles Heury Gerri.,h, of Exeter, 
N. H., aml Miss Emily Georgiana Na
son, daughter of the officiating clergy
man. 

DEATHS. 
Hni;:, Mrs. LLLci.da (Eddy), widow of 

Remy H,tle, Esq_., of Chelsea, Vt., anJ 
<laughter of Ephraim aud l\fary (Saf
ford) EdJy, of Woodstock, -Vt., dieJ 
in Chebea, ·Augu~t 1, 1871, aged 86. 

Mrs. Hale was bom in Woodstock, 
May 28, 1,85. In the paternal line 
she w·as seyenth in descent from Samuel 
Eddy,' who came with hh brother 
John iu the" Handmaid" to Plymouth 
in 1630,the line of de~cent being Obadi
ah,° who married-Bennett; i'.iamuel,3 

,d10 manied l\Ieletiah Pratt; Saum el,' 
who married Lydia Alden; Nuthau;5 

who married. Eanice Sampson ; and 
Ephra.im,6 who married Mary Safford. 
Through her grauchnothet Eunice 
Samj)son, sue ,ya,; lineally clesceudecl 
frow Capt. Miles Stu.ndishand hi6 wife 
Burliara, as well as from John and Pri
seilla Alden, throagh Alexander Stancl
i,h, eldest soa of Mile;; ancl Ilu.rbara., 
who married forah, daughter of John 
and Priscilla Alden; their clau!';hter 
Lydia ma1Tied Isaac Samp~(m, s~n of 
Abralmiu ; Ephraim, son of Isaac and 
Lydia (Standish) Sampsou, married 
AIJi)Gail Horree; and their daughter 
Eumce became the wife of Nathan Ed
dy. Her great grandmother Lydia 
.Aldr-n, was also fourth in descent hy 
another line from John and Pri~cilla 
Alden, through Joseph,2John,3 the lat
ter heiu{;!: the father of Lydia. Among 
her origLI1al iwmig;rant ance.-tors iu 
New-England are reckoned :t1Iile3 
Stu.udish, J cilm.Alden, William J\follins 
and wife, and daughter Priseillu, all of 
whom came in the Mayflower, 1G20 ; 
Samuel Eddy, Plymouth, 15:30; l\Ioses 
Simmons, Plymouth,' Hi2l; Thomas 
White, Weymouth, before 1()36; Abra
ham Sampson, Duxbury, 1629 or 30; 
'fhomas Safford, Ipswich, 16.U; John 
·wheeler, Newbury, 1635; Aquila 

Cha,;;e, Hampton, 1639, Newbury, 16.!6; 
auol iValter Powers, Malden, 1660. 

Her hasliand, Harry Hu.le, who~e 
second wife she hecume, Nov. 14, 1815, 
was sixth in descent from Thomas 
Hule, of Newbury, 1635, through Tho
ma~! who ruurried Mary Hutchinson, 
Thomas," who married ~arah _North
end, l\foses,4 who 1m,rned Eltz.aheth 
\Yhealer, and Nathan,5 )cc,lonel rn the 
rernlatiunary army), who married 
Abi"ail Grout. Among his original 
imu:'io-rant ancestors in New-Englaud, 
were 9rhomas Hale, Newbury 1635 ; 
Richard Hatchins011, Sttlem 16:35 ; Eze
kiel Northeml, Rov.ley 1U5; Francis 
Lumbert, Rowley before 1640 ; John 
i\rheeler, Newbury 1635; Hum~)hrey 
\Vise, Ipswich, 1639 : John Grant, 
V,atertown 163.!; Nicholas Bresby, 
\1 atertown 1637; Edward Dix, Buston 
1630, unu. John Barnard, \Yatertown 
163!. 

l\Irs. Hale hecame the mother of 
~ewn children, a.ll of whom survired 
her, and all, with three of her fonr 
sunh-ing step-children, followed l;er 
1,ncly to the graye. Her husbaud cited 
JLrne, 2, 1861, at the age of 51. 

Mrs. Hale wa3 a woman of mre 
mental and mom1 eudornneut,, intelli
g:eut, a~nte, ,igoroL~s, ju~t, cons~ieu
ttous, kmcl and genml. She retmned 
her physical ,igur to her last sickne.-5, 
and her iutellectaal strength almost t.i 
the day of her death. In ull the rela
tions of her louo- life she bore herself 
mo~t l;larneless[y and lol"ingly, '.lml her 
chiklren "rise up aucl call her blessed." 

W mTUORE, Frederick H.,in Farmington, 
Conn., ~ept. 11, 1871, of apoplexy. 
He was born Dec. 8, 18:2-1, sou of Jo
siah Crooker and Elizabeth Ann (Cul
ver) iYhitmore, of Ne1Y-York, a mer
chant of that city. for many years en
gan·ed in trade with St. Thoma~, \V.I. 
Th~ earlier geuerationE of the family 
are recorded in the REGISTEll, x. 295, 
faaiah C. being the fourth son of j·olm 
anc\ Huldu.h (Crooker) Whitmore, and 
grandson of Franci5 and l\Iary (Hall) 
\1hitmore, who remowcl from ~IeJford 
to TIJmbinhltm. 

l\Ir. Frederick Wliitmcre was for a 
lon,,.'time in business in St. Thomas, bat 
reti~ed from actiw life some years ago on 
account of impaired health. He marri
ed, Oct. 21, 1848, Mary Emily Curtis, 
of New-Ha,en, Conn., by whom he 
had seyeral c hildreu. 




