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T.HE UAJm Alm :::?AsIILY 

OJ? DURH.AJL. 

Introduction. 

The use of hereditary surnames by English speaking peoplea, dates 

~rom about the time o! the Norman Conquest. and had become quite com­

mon by the end o! the twelfth century. It grouped according to origin 

most early names fell into tour claaaea; those formed from the giTen 

name of the sire, aa when Neill's sons became Neilsona or Nelsons or 

Jla.cNeills; those arising from characteristics o! ~eraon or family 

traits, as Strong, Brown, Wise, or Hardy; those designating locality 

or place of residence, aa Wood, Lane, Ford, or Hill; and those derived 

!rom occupation, as Wright, Carpenter, Mason, or Killer. 

The ·name ot Durham is claesifie.._t in the third group, bein~ 1, local-

1 ty name ot a county of England and of its capitol city, and when used 

as a surname indic.atea that the bearer.or his ancestor.was a resident 

ot Durham. Such names were popular in France at an early date and 

were introduced into England by the Normans, many of whom were known 

by the titles of their estates. Surnames ado~ted by the English nobil· 

ity and landed gentry were mainly of this ty-pe. being used with the 

Norman particle~ or the Saxon a~t!, as in Thomas de Durham or John 

atte Water. As time went on the use of the 9a.rticle wns in moat caaea 

diacontinued but occa•ionally became incorporated in the family name, 

as in Deforest or Atwood. 

Corruptfoni ot the name ot Durham, resulting from ignorance of 

spelling or variation in pron~unciation, are found in ancient English 

and early American records in the various spellings or Darham, Derham, 

DGrheim. Duram., Durame, Dureham., Durram, and Dyrha.111. 

In the beginning the surname Durham was taken to designate one man 
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troa another ot the aame ginn name, but it aoon eatabliahed itael~ 

aa a part of the bearer• individuality, and aa it passed to hia child­

ren, his children'• children and their children, it became the aymbol 

not of one man but of a family. Handed down tr0111 generation to gen-

eration it grew inseparably associated with the achievement, tradition 

and prestige of the Durham family. As the worthy deeda ot marching 

generations gave it dignity and splendor, it became an institution 

and the most treasured possession of those who bear it. 

County Durham. located in the north of England near the Scottish 

border, derives its name from the Saxon word dour, meaning water, and 

the suffix ham, denoting locality; or land surrounded moatl.y by water, 

which upon reference to the .map is found to be the Rivera Tyne and 

Tees, a.nd the North 3ea. From this ancestral home families bearing 

the name ot Durham were early established in Essex. Gloucestershire. 

Cneshire, Nor!oU, Yorkshire. in and about t~e city of Londoa.,and in 

Scotland. 

The city ot Durham is situated in the center ot the county,,at one 

time being capitol of a vast ecclesiastical border march. Here ia 

located the h_iatoric Durham Cathed1·a1 and Castle. •half House ot God 

and half castle 'gainat the Scot•, built on a high promontory waahed 

on three sides by a horseshoe awee~ of the RiTer Wear. 

The Cathedral Church ot st. Cuthbert waa erected between J.093 and 

1133 by Norma.a monks of the Benedictine Order. Ite style ia Gothic 

and has a stern military air with enormous pillars and huge archea 

carrying its vaulted root. The building waa added to from tillle to 

time until about 1~80, since which date it has stood practically un­

changed, being four hundred twenty !eet long and one hundred seventy-

two :fee't across ti1e transept. 

north on tile .same plateau. 

-+· ., ' ; .. . : ., ·, 
The castle is located a short distance 

' 
in Norman days the bishop was also a pal-

atine prin~e who ruled his district with autocratic nowers. Aa feudal. 



1:ird hie seat was at the castle. but aa b1-1iop, at the cathedral. 

For four hundred years he owed the King feudal serrice but little 

elae. '£0-day the cl::.urch 1& still aened with reverence, dignity an.cl 
' .. -~ ,. . . ~ ,.. ,...,.,. "' ~ '. \_. . ~. 

grace but by u.n £piocopal bishop, while tha caatle" ¼a-- He4 ~. col];ege 
'' 

The bishop of Durham still retain& his ancient aeat 111 · 

the House 6f Lords. 

Eo :...tte1:;pt io made in thia J;ork to claim a Durham Coat-of'-A.rma 

~e several typez have been in ~ae at different periods. According 

to Buke's :?.ncyclopedia ot Herald.ry taere are thirteen al"lll.oral coat• 

that bclon; to various bra.nchea o! o....r tamily, and Pa.i~bairn'a Roya.l 

Eoo.k o:i: c1·eata :.cc.c.;,;it,es ei~'lt different cresta that. have been used 

by the .Durhams. Tr.€: !a.tr.ily mottos !'lave been even 1110:e diverse. 

The :f's:nilies beai·ing the name of Durham included 1n this work 

are ccn.Cined to those c:f ::.:ng1iah a.nd :;cotch origin. 
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Durham records of Great Britain. 





Durhaz:1 Tiecords Of' '.-:.reat Britain. 

The earliest English records bearing the name o~ Durhall are 

the 11 ~rundred HoJls of 127~•, which include the namee of Walter de 

Durhllm nnd Wj "'.lhun de Dureham of London, a."ld John de Durame ot 

County Ecsex. 

Prominent English Descendants. 

:.'i~-~i!~M :'.)nrh:?.l'l (1611-ln84) ·n1vine, received hie M.A. degree at 

Oxford in 16~3; preacher at the Rolls Chapel; receiTed his B.D. ~esree 

in 1649; published a life of Robert Harria, D.n. in 1660. 

Jum9..s_Durta.m, co~misaioned as General in 1835; died in 1840. 

Sir rhili.u Ch[l.r)es Cnl<!.enrood Tiend~reon Durham (1763-184~}. com­

rnisoioncd 1s Admiral tn lRlO ruid es ~.c.R.(Y..nieht Coill2'18JldP.r or Rear 

Admira11 in 1815, both by Xing Get>rge Ill:; appointed G.c.~.(Knight of 

the -1rar..d Croes) in lf-30 by King ~:1111aa IV. 

Joaeph ~urham (1814-1877) Sculptor, receiTed hia A.R.A. degree 1866 

John George I.ambton Durham, born in .London, Apr. 12, 1792, son of 

William Henry Lambton and Anne Barbara {ViJliera)Durham.; hia mother 

was the eldest dauuhter ot the 4th. Earl of Jersey; in 1816 he married 

Louisa =11zabeth, daughter ot Lord Grey; they had two sons and three 

da~htera; he was .llli.>.de .Lo~·d Pri-yy Seal in the cabinet of Lord Grey 

in 1830; Ambaeeador to Austria, Pruaaia Blld Russia in 1ai2; 1st. Earl 

of Durham and o.c.B. 1n 1833; and Governor-Goeral of Canada. in 1838; 

he died at Cowee, July 28, 1840. 

George Frederick D'Arcy Durham (1828-1879), son of John George 

Lambton Durham; 2nd. Earl of Dw:baa and made Lord Lieut. of Durhaa 

in 1854. 

John ~eorge Lambton Durhaa (1855-1928), son of George Frederick 

D'Azcy Durham; ~rd. Zarl of Durham and made Lord Lieut. of Durham 

in 1884. 



Prominent Scottish Descendants. 

Durhalls ot the Granse 

Sir William Dur.hall. of rank and importance during the reign of 

Robert Bruce, waa given the lands of Grange by that Prince 1n 1322• 

and died in the reign of David Bruce; waa succeeded by a eon who died 

in the reign o! Jamee I, leaving a son John who 1n tum had a eoa 

known to have been living in 1494; this creat-grandson was succeeded 

by his son John who in turn had a son Alexander. 

Alexander Durham, :aaron of Gxange, known to have been living in 

1525; married Janet, dau~hter of John Erskine, Baron of Dun; had three 

sons, \":illiam who carried on the line of the Grange, John ancestor of 

the Durhams of Pittkerrow, and James ancestor of the ~ham.a o! 

Duntarvie. 

v7i1Jiam .Durham, eJ.dest son of A.i.exa.nde.c and Janet, was succeeded 

by his eon ~ilJ.inm, livine i.n Hi09, who had sons ;'iJ.lir.,m and J~a. 
d ,._ .. ,,. : 

~s .D~·ha.m, son nf Wis·}';:J::i;NJ.. ::-~on of :·:1J:11am, ~0n c.f J'.,,leY.allder; 

JMrried :.~r:;a.ret ~cott and had twc (!hildi·en, Job1 and J'ean. 

Isabelle ~~mith by whom he had three c},i~dren, ro:r.:rcuJes, I'hoebe and 

Janet. 

!~er·cul es Durham, son of J'or.n and I sa.l'e1. J e, m..'U'ri ect 7li :w.1eth -------·-··-
Zni,.lht -l'lho bo:i:e him -::-Ja·ee chi] dren, .John, .Tal',et and ~sab<?l1a. 

Jor.tll Du.r~, 2econci son ol' Alexander, 3a::on of nrange, was a sue-

ceeaful merchant; he married Isabella, daughter ot Kyd Jt CruiJie; they 

had six children, Jwnes, .John (died without isFue). AleY.andcr, Francia, 

Isabel (married Auchterlouy or Ke!ly), and Margaret (:na.rricd Dumpter. 

a merchant ot Dundee). 



Jamea Durhaa, aon o:! John and Isabel, married Janet Wishart 

and ia thought to baTe had tour sona and three daughters; he died 

early in the 17th. century and waa succeeded by hia eldest son, 

Alexander, who married Jean Ramsey and had aeyeral children. 

Jamee Durham, eldest son of Alexander and Jean, had the honor of 

Knighthood conferred upon hi.JI by Charles I, who reigned fro• 1625 to 

1649; he married his cousin Janet Durhaa, by whom he had James, John, 

William, Robert (who aerTed in the armies ot Sweden under GustaTUa 

Adolphus), and two daughter■• 

Sir James Durham, Baron ot Largo, son ot James and Janet, married 

a lil.aa Hepburn, who bore him five children; James, Adam (founder of 

the Durhams ot Luftness), Alexander (died without issue}, Adolphus 

(died without issue), and Grizel (married the Earl ot Yiddleton). 

James Durham (1622-1658), second Baron of .Iargo, aon ot James, 

atudied law at st. Andrewa; waa Captain ot a troop in the C1Til ,:war 

between the Cavaliers.,- or supporters ot Charles I, and the Roundhead&,' 

or parliamentary party; he was later a diTinity student at Glasgow 

and attended the king aa his chaplain in the battle of Dunbar in 1646; 

he published religious works; by his wife Margaret he had two aona, 

Francis who died without issue. and James who carried on the line. 

3. 

James Durham, third :Baron of Largo, son of Jam.ea and Margaret, 

married 1!argaret Rutherford. by whom he had James, David (died without 

issue) ,Alexander (died without issue)·, Anne. and three other daughters. 

James Durham, fourth Baron of Largo. married Anne Donn and by her 

had Anne, Rebecca, Margaret, Jlathilda, Christian (who died young), and 

Barbara; by hia second marriage, to Anne Anstruther, he had Jame•• 

Robert (who died young), and Preston (who married Colonel John BalneaTe:<. 

James Durham, fi!th Baron of Largo, was one of the surTeyora gen­

eral of the window lights of Scotland; he married $lne Calderwood, by 

whom he had James, Thomas, Philip, William. And Yargaret. 



Du.rhama of Lu!fnesa. 

Ada.II Durballl, eecond son of James of Pittlcerrow, obtained from 

hia father the lands and Barony ot Lu.ttneesi he had two son• and tour 

daughter•, James (died without issue), Adam, Grizel (who married Sir 

Peter Aikenhead), Isabel, Jean, and May. 

Adam Durham, second Baron of Luffnese, married Yary. daughter of 

Colonel Sinclair, and had a daughter Catherine; by hia second wite, 

JJary Dickson, he had a son Adam and three daughters, Uary, Helen, 

and Isabel. 

Adam Durham, third Baron o~ Lu.finess,.-rried ~targaret Cunninghame, 

by whom he had Adam, Alexander, William, L!ichael, James, Helen and 

Mary. 

Durhams of Duntarvie. 

Jame& Durham, third son of Alexander, Baron of Grange, founder at 

the Duntarvie line. ( No turther record?) 

Durhams of ?orfarshire. 

Andrew Durham, born in Forfar, Scotland, in 1644; ancestor of moat 

of the !amiliea of the name in that locality, and ia supposed to be 

of the same family tor which the village of Durhultown, situated be­

tween :Edinburgh and Glasgow, waa named; he married Yary McKinley in 

1667 and bad three children, Andrew ( 1668) , Laur ( 1670), and John ( 1672. 

John Durham, son o! Andrew and Mary, went to Ireland in 1690 and 

settled at Kiltynaule, County Tyrone, near Caledon; he married Anna 

Fatton in 1692 and had four children, John (1694), Jamee (1696), 

Andrew (1697), and Anna (1698). 

John Durham, born in 1694, son o! John and Anna, married Elizabeth 
T /·.:_ • .'~.,.,_ .... : .-':, - .... ~ r : .... ~,.,_.~ . .-._,_ 

Clelland of Crossgar, County Down, in 1716; they had a large family ,. 
but as none o! their descendants reside in Ireland, it is thought that 

they all emigrated to America; it is very probable that this John waa 

the founder o! the 1Jain~ family, whose tirat American record is that 
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of a purchase ot land by John Durhall at Chester, N.H •• in 1731. 

James Durham, born in 1796, second son of John and Anna, married 

Elizabeth Hamilton of Caledon, County Down, in 1718; they had three 

sons, John (1721), James (1729), and Andrew (17~3}; hia will waa dated 

Sept. 6, 1762 and proTed ?eb. 2, 1763; he probably died late in 1762. 

John Durham, born in 1721, eldest son of James and Elizabeth, went 

to America when young; this is doubtless the aame John who settled 

on Long Island, N.Y. in 1?35 •at the age o~ fifteen•, and became the 

founder of the New York family; the English record says he married 

and had a family. 

James Durham, born in 1729, second son of James and Elizabeth. 

married Jane DaTidson, who died in 1784 without iaaue; in 1790 he mar­

ried J!artha, daughter ot Solomon Speer, and had two children, Yary 

Jane, who was born in 1791 and died unmarried in 1865, and Jame&:' 

Andrew, bom in 1793; his will waa dated Var. 5, and proTed May 28, 1?9_ 

Andrew Durham, born in 173~, third son of Jamee and Elizabeth, 

married Zlizabeth, dau~hter o! Captain Bonner in 1783; they removed 

to Belvedere, near Bel!aat, where he died Dec~ 11, 1811, and his wife 

on Peb. 4, 1843; they had ii%e children as follows; 

Joseph James, born Sept. 12, 1?85; n.s.P. 1833. 

lJary Ann, born NoT. 1786; married llaJor Charles Dunlop of 

Edenderry in Mar. 1809; had four sons and one daughter. 

Elizabeth, born }Jay 8, 1788; married Sir Joseph Huddart of 

Brinkyr Hall; J.P.&D.L. Yay a, 1808. 

Andrew, born Aug. 1?89; liTed at Woodrllle, County An:trim; 

died 1mmarTied Oct. a, 1876. 

William, born Dec. 1791; no :t:urther record. 

Robert Alezander, born July 1795; died in 1818. 



James Andrew Durham, born in 179~, only eon ot Jame• and Martha; 

married in Feb. 1845, Jlaria Helen, daughter of Thomas Williaa Toone 

and grand-daughter ot Yajor General Sir William Toone, K.C.B.; they 

resided at Elm Lodge, Hampton-on-the-Thamea, where he died 1n 1860, 

and hia wife on July 10, 1887; they had two children; 

James samuel William, born Feb. 181 1852. 

Uartha Kary Toone, who married on May 31 18641 John Ribton 

Garatin, J.P.& D.L., of Braganstown, County Louth. Ire. 
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Rey. Jamee Samuel William Durham, M.A., D.D., born Feb. 18• 1852, 

only aon of Jamea Andrew and 11.aria Helen, was rector of I.adbroke, 

County Warwick; he married Anne, daughter of Roger Duke of Newpark, 

County Sligo, in 1877; she died Mar. 20, 1911 and he on Feb. 199 1915; 

they had three children as followa; 

John Cuninghame, born and died Mar. 25, 1878. 

Jamee Andrew Cuninghame, born Aug. 8, 18?9; married Sept. 2, 

1903, Lady Agnes Elizabeth Audry, only daughter of the 

llarqueaa Townshend; lived at Cromer Grange, Norfolk. 

l:argaret Cuninghame, born Feb. 22, 1881; married Mar. 25, 1908 

Cyril Duncombe, second son of Horatio FitzRoy of Frogmore 

Park, Blackwater, County Hants. 

Unidentified. 

Sir Alexander Durham, appointed Aug. 28, 1660 1 aa 4'on·K1ng or 
Arma, being cht6f of the Heraldic Office of Scotland. 



THE llAllE AND F.AlULY OF DUEHAK. 

New York ~amily of Durham. 





New York £amily oi Durham. 

Che:pter I. 

John Durh&ll, Founder 

and his family. 





New York Family of Durham. 

Chapter I. 

JOHN Dllr.HAll, founder of' the New York f'amily. waa probably bom 

in 1721 at Ca.ledon, County Down. Ireland. son of Jaaea and Elizabeth 

(Hamilton} Durham. both of whom were of' Scotch pare~e. Jaaea Durham 

was grandson of Andrew, :rounder of the Durham family of For!arehire. 

The Ulater records say that John, son ot Jamee, •went to America 

when young. marrietl and had a .ram.11.y•. On the other hand early :Hew 

York records tell us that a John Durllalll emigrated to that colony troa 

the north of Ireland in 17359 when fifteen years of age. 

It is a matter of history that in 1734 proposals were iaaued by 

the government o! the New York Colony inviting aettlera !rom Europe, 

to whom a certain quantity o~ wild land was to be g~anted on their 

arrival in thia country. It is also known that a considerable number 

of Scotch-Irish settlers took advantage of this otter to escape the 

petty persecutions that attended their residence in Ireland. even aa 

their !athera had su!fered in Scotland and !led to Ulster. 

John Durham became one of the early settlers ot .Long Island, N.Y. 

He waa twice married but his fir&t wi!e's name is unblown.- by her he 

had six sons and !our daughters. By ais second wi!e, a 11.ra. Van de 

Venter, he had another son whose name 1s not recorded. JJ.r. Durham 

died in 1800 and was buried in New York City. one record says in the 

yard ot the Old :Bric.le Church, and another, in that of' tJ1e Spring Street 

Church. His ten children o~ record were as !ollowa; 

Andrew Luxham, the eldeat son, inherited his tather's property by 

English law. Ee is :iated in Uew York Heads ot l?amilies, Census o! 

179C, page 127, as living in the North Ward, in family three males oTer 

and one under sixteen, three females. and one slave. It is known 

that he later resided on Staten Island in New York harbor. Ria only 



child, Elizabeth, married Peter Bishop on NoT. 19. 1805 and liTed 

at 222 William st., New York. They in turn had an only child• Jane, 

who married a Yr. Thoma.a, a Chicago druggist. 

2 

Richard (•Rickey•) Durham, liTed and died a bachelor in New York. 

John Durham, born in 1770; married Pruella Whitney; see Chapter II. 

Jacob Durham, receiTed irom his father, one hundred acrea ot land 

in Chemung County. He is listed in New York Heads of Families, Cen­

sua of 1790, page 105, as liTing ·in Chemung Town, Montgomery County, in 

!&lftily two males oTer and two under sixteen, and three females. It is 

known that he and his sons kept an inn between BataTia and Buffalo at 

some later date. No further record can be discoTered. 

Benjamin Durham, born in 1775; married Elizabeth Daina; see Chap.III. 

Robert Durham, went to Genesee Co., N.Y., of which BataTia is the 

county seat. No further record has been found. This may- poeaibly 

be the Robert Durham, designer of the Durham boats. 

Sarah Durham, married Hezmy SaTage. 

Yary Durham, married ?eter Van de Vener. 

Jane Durham, married DaTid Griswold. 

Nancy Durham, married John Smith. 

!i2.1!.• 

The aboTe record handed down by the family. HaTe not been able 

to determine source. Dates indicate a possibility of error. Other 

family tradition says John born in 1?70, was aon of John, son ot John.­

it may be another generation intervenes. Possibly the second w1Ze bore 

more than one of his children.- my father alway■ claimed he had. Dutch 

blood in him. 



New Ycrk Family Clf Durh:i:un. 

Cha-pter II. 

John J;urham ct Chemung, N.Y. 

and his f ami J ~·. 

Yd th notes on the ancestry ,.,f his wi.f'e 

?ruel1a l'hitney. 





New York Family o! Durham. 

Chapter II. 

J"OH::l DURIIAK. born about l ?'70. was son or ~randaon of the original 

John who emigrated from the north of I:eland and settled on Long 

Island, :;. Y. in 1 ?35. The Hiator-.r oi Yates County. 1;.Y. says he waa 

one of the early settler& o! Chemung County. 

In 1?90 he married ?ruella; daught~r o! Captain ~aniel and ~tha 

(Burt) Whitney, at the home o! her brother Thomaa near Elmira. He was 

a surveyor and conveyancer. later servin6 as oheriff for several yea.rs1 

during which time they lived in the Elmira court-house. He was a 

staunch Presbyterian and his wife a Baptist. No record can be found 

of his death• but h!s wife died in Southport, N.Y. about 1839• &nd 

both lie buried in the old burying ground in E.lmr&. 

children as follo~=; 

They had nine 

?:J.1zabeth Durham, born Oct. 22. 1791 at Chemung, 1r.Y.; married 

Abraham 1.foNeal of !th&.ca; ~ived in Hannibal., Oswego Co •• !r.Y.; they 

had a dau~ter =11zabeth. 

Zsther Durham, born Aug. 26, 1793 at Chemung, N.Y.; married Lewia 

u. ':Uthill in 1821; lived near 1.tiddletown, Orange Co., n.Y.; she died 

at Belchertown, J.tas1.. in IS?l; they lu4d i'our children, Ha1·riet. J"ohn, 

William, and James. 

Benjamin DurhaJ:l, born Aug. 6, 1795 at CheILung, U.Y.; :married Eliz­

abeth ~oodwa.rd; see Cliapt3r IV. 

John Watkin2 Durham, born Jan. •")"1. ....... 1797 a.t Chemung, :::.Y.; married 

Elizabeth :Bccl."With. 7olly .Becklrith, and. =11z~beth r:e~T.old1;; see Chap.V. 

ntella Hinchman Durham. born Oct. 21, 179£ at ~l~ir~, TI.Y.; married 

William ~r.1111.amE o~ I:lmi:::-a in 1818; he wa6 a 7:eicnman :.md a tanner. 

born July 19, 1788; she died Au~. 1G, 12,41 and he on :Mar. 1, 1850; 



they ru~d se7e~ children, John n •• Jamee w., Eli?.abeth, Arm c •• 
:Edwo.rd E. , :a 1 es L. • · and Arthur T. 

Jar.:es Durham, born July :31, 1800 at :Elmira, lf. Y.; married Sophia 

De I.a Barr; see Chariter VI. 

Y.artha Durham, horn Feb. 1:3, 1803 at Elmira. N.Y.; married Thoaaa 

:Fitzsimmons 01' Rlmira; lived nenr !lockton, Ill. for a time and later 

at Rear Cree.le, ?Uc!l.1 she died Aug. 8, 1852. 

Alpha Durham, bom ::.!al'. 21,·1eo5 at Elmira, N.Y.; married Jane 

':'!hi:pr,J.e, :.i0uisa c. J?arke, and Elizabeth n. Rigge; eee Chapter VII. 

!fn;ry: Ann Durham, born ?!a.y 26, 1807 at Elmira. N. Y.; married Samuel 

~oldy anc ~ivcd near Tielo1t, Wie.; he died in 1865; they had six 

children, John, Elizabeth, William, James, Stephen. And Benjamin. 



WHITEEY. 
.,.,., 

Line ot Prue1la1 wife of John Durhapo~ Ch..,!..J!!YJIJtl.J•Y• 

Henrz Wbitne;r. born in England about 1620, emigrated to America 

prior to 1649, probably with hia wife and aoa ~~• who waa of full age 

in 1666. Early recorda ot hiJn are found in the laod recorda ot Long 

Ialand where he purchased property in 1649 at Soutbhold and sold it 

in 1670. It is recorded at Huntington, L.I. that 1n 1658 he purchaaed 

:f'rom Wyandance, sachem of Pammanalr:e, "three whole necka of meaheJ)e&ke 

land !tor the use o! the whole To1111 ot Huntington tor twel!e Coats, 

ech coate being too yards of True.king Cloth, twenty pounds of powder, 

twenty dutch hatchets, twenty dutch howes, twenty dutch Jcnivea, Ten 

shirts, too hundred ot .mixea, tine paire of hanaon etoekinga, one good 

dutch hatt1 and a great faire Looking gla•"• 

In 1660 he married Sarah, widow of Edward Ketchaa of Stratford 

and in 1602 remoTed to Jamaica, L.I. where he served as TownDIBD and 

in other public ca~acitiea. In 166b he appears in Norwalk, Conn., 

where he was granted by the town, a mill aite at the mouth ot the 

Norwalk River and a home lot of two acre& adjoining, for which he 

•1ncaged with the towne to make, build and erect a goode and sutticient 

corne mill~, and alao to make ffgood and well conditioned meal, and to 

Take butt and no more than the sixteenth part for Tole of all sorta 

ot Grain that shall be ground•. iie waa one ot the petitioners in 1672 

!or liberty to begin a new ~plantation neare the back side o.r NorwaJ.ke• 

which aubsequently became Danbury. 

-o! two hundred .rorty.;.Iour pounda. 

He died in 1673 leaTing an estate 

J'ohn Whitne;x, only child ot Henry, was probably born in England 

prior to hia parent's emigration to Long Island. He accompanied his 

father to Norwalk, Conn., where he is recorded ae at full age in 1666. 

He assisted hie .rather as millwright and miller, and succeeded him in· 



poaaeaaion ot the mill and hvmestead. In later years he erected a 

fulling mill in Norwalk. On 11'.ar. 17, 1675 he married Elizabeth• 

daughter ot Richard Smith. They had eleven children, John, Joseph. 

Henr:y. 3lizabeth, nichaxd, Samu.el, .Anne, Zlaanor, Us.than, Sarah, and 

J'osiah. Ile died in 1for·xalk 111 1720. 

:rtenry Whitney, son of J::>hn and ::I:lizaboth, llaa born in Norwallt• 

Conn., ?eb. 21, 1601. He wa.s a.weaver by trade. On .rune 14, 1710 

he married ~lizabeth, da~hter of :.ieut. Jolm and :;a;ry (~enedict} 

Olmstead ot Norwalk. His father gaTe him the old homestead but he 

sold it in 1712 to his b1·0 ther John and removed with the early settlers 

to Ridge!ield, Conn., where he served as townsman. T:'l~Y ha.d eight 

children, Zliz~beth, Jerusha, Henry, .Tolm, Detty, Daniel, Richard, and 

Jam.es. · 1:e died at T;idt:efield, Apr. 26, l '728. 

"" . 1 ,,,,,_.t .._Janie .. H1 ney, oon ot Hcnr.t cmd Elizabeth, was born .\pr. 4', 1720 

Re received a portion o! hia father's estate 

which he cuJ.tivated c:.i.f.. a fan,. On Aug. 8, 1741 he married Tha.nk::ul 

~urt, r.ho was born Ser,t. l, 1721, dau~htcr of Benjru.tin nnd ~,a.rah {Eel-

den} Burt. :to later :;:-,urcha.oed l&nd on 13:.acksmi th P..1de;e £'.lld extended 

his !aroin~ operation~. but in 1~60 sold both ~roperti<ls and removed 

to Wai-wick, Jrange Co., Still later he ;;-emoved to Romulus, Senec·:-

Co., I:-.Y. where he died about 1809. ':'hey had seven children,. Mary. 

RuhoXlru'l, D&niel, Anne, Benjamin, :Elizabeth, and Abija.h. 

~iel Whitn~, son of Daniel and 'l"h.an.kf1;1, 'l'a.s born Jan.12, 1746 

l{e asaisted on the farm &.mi accomJ)a.nied hia 

-:>a.rents r.hen they removed to Na,: York State. About 176C he married 

his cou&in }.{;:-..rt.ha Bu.rt, who •~3.s born Apr. z.. l 743-, da:1~ihte:i. or Daniel 

and I:s.nr.ah {:Benedict) ::::'i..:rt. ':'hey 3et tled in 1-:arwick, 1T. Y. where they 

t!artha. IIe :::;erved r:..~ a Cc1ptair.. in the :-::evolutiona.:r:, 'Sar t1:om 1760 to 

i ta close. ln 1 ?84 he purchased one thousand acres in ·;,;yoming Co., Pa, 



where he re~oved his family but died in the 8aJl'1e year. Hie -..riciow 

removed with her children to Dig Flats, 1I.Y.-where she died llay 29.1817. 

Truella Whitney. dautlhter of Daniel and ~artha. was born in 1771 

at Warwick, N.Y. ~he narried John Durham about 1790 at the home of 

her brother ~omas 'P-hi tney, near 'Elmira, U. Y. She died at Southport, 

N.Y. about 18~9 and lies burled with her hu£bar.d in the old burying 

ground in F.1m1r~. 





~ew Yor~ Pamily of Durnam. 

Cha"?ter III. 

Benjamin :nirham of Tiranchport, :;.;.Y. 

and his frutlily. 

,-i th noteu on the !amily 01· hi» wi!e 

Elizabet.h Daina. 





New York Fa"1ily of Durham. 

Cha;pter III. 

lmNJAlllN DURRAJ.l, born in 1?75, was aon or grand.son of John Durhaa 

who settled on .Long Island, N.Y. in 1735. The History of Yatea Co •• 

N.Y. aaya he waa brother of John, recorded in the nrevioua chapter. 

When the Society ot ?rienda settled at Jerusalem, N.Y. in 1789, 

he made his boyhood home with them, although he early Joined the Meth­

odist Church. In 1798 he married Elizabeth Dains, a 1uakereas, who 

waa born in 1777, daughter of Castle and Joanna (Barman) Daina. In the 

following year he purchased land at Branchport, N.Y. and erected a log 

cabin in the woods. He had nine children born of his .first marriage,­

his wife Elizabeth died in 1817. 

Y.r. Durham learne<i the trade o! .millwright from Richard llenderaon 

and together they built milla at Batavia, Niagara Falla, and elsewhere. 

Transportation of materials in those daya wa.a largely by meana of 

"Durham boata" in common uae on the rivers o.f New York and Pennaylva.nia. 

They were sixty or more feet in length, built to carry a cargo ot about 

twenty tons; were !lat bottomed with a dra.i"t of only two feet. decked 

over a short distance 1·rom each end9 and had running boards along the 

sidea on which were nailed cleats to giTe the men a foothold while pro­

pelling the boats with long poles. They were also rigged !or oara 

and sails tor use in deep water. 

In 1818 11r. Durham took for his second wife, Mary K. Batea of Potte~. 

N.Y •• who was born in 1799. Two years later he built a !armhouae and 

added to his f&11D until he owned two hundred acrea. His house waa long 

a place !or Kethodiat preaching and always a cordial home !or itinerant 

ministers. By his second 11arriage he had five children. 

1832 and his wife Mary in 1845. 

He died in 



Childl."'en o:f Ben,j~in unc. Elizabeth (Dains) Durham. 

Ann Durham, born 1n 1799 at Branch~ort, N.Y.; married Samuel 

Griswold; resided at Jeru~~lem, N.Y.; died without iooue. 

f.ebecca r~rh2.1?1, Born June 14, 1eco ~t Branchport, N.Y.; married 

r.enry Larzelere on Dec. 20, 1~21; he was bom Aug. 12, 1798• eon o~ 

Daniel ~nd ~lizabeth (Brazier; Larzelere of Hopeton, n.Y.; he became 

local inn-keeper and ,ostmaster; 2ebecca died Dec. 12, 1860; they had. 

two children as tolloTTe; 

Sara LarzeJere, born Aug. 12, 1e2~; :cc..rried Eraetua Cole on 

:·•ar. 13, 1844; had four children, Hary E., ~eor..;e !-I., Ward L., 

and Ella L.; Sara died 2eb. 25, 1903. 

William :3. 7.arzelere. born .Jan. 27, lfl:30; married Garah A. 
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She);lpa:rd, Nov. 11, 1850; r..ad five children, Helen u., Florence A. 

Eerbert L., HerrPJan G., and Yay A.; he died :?eb. 26, 1908. 

Geors,;e Durham. born in 1203 n. t B::.:anchr,crt, If. Y.; died uumari·ied 

in 1829, 

John Durham, born in 1804 at :Branchport; married :Zlizabeth Hunger­

ford; had four children, James H., :Aary M., Delia A., and John A.; he 

was drowned in the Hudaon River near Troy; his widow ma.r~ied Johnson. 

James Durham, born in 1809 at BrR.llchport; married Alma Hamilton 

and resided in Norwich, Chenango Co., N.Y.; had !iTe children, Dwight, 

Cyrus, Helen M., George, and Ecma A. 

Joanna Durham, di~d young. 

Abel Dur~, born in !812 in Branchport; went to New Orleans 1.n 

18i:3 and disnppe~ede 

Albert Durham, born Jan. 12, 1813 at :Aranch:port; married Lucinda ll. 

Seiple~; see record on pa.gee 4,5 ~ 6. 

Elizabeth Durham, born in 1816 at Branchport; married 1st. Wolcott 

Cole by whom she had a daughter, Rebecca Ann; and 2nd. Linus DickinaOD 
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Children 0£ BenJamin :md Ya.ry {Dates) Durham, 

Lucy c. Durham. born in 1819 at Branchport; married William K. 

Decker in 1838; reaided in and remodeled the old homeatec.d; had three 

children, George H. Decker who graduated from Hamilton College and be­

came a lawyer ~nd ~rinci-pal of ~ublic schools in lliddletown. N.Y •• alao 

Anna E. a.nd Cr..arles D. Decker; she died in 1865. 

Myron H. Durham, born Jan.9.1821; married Chloe ll., daughter of 

David and Sarah (Remer) Daina, on Oct. 29 1842; lived at Jerusalem. 

N.Y. and had four children, Henry c. and llary c., both of ~ham died in 

in£ancy: Annette who married Henry L. Griswold, and Sa.rah R., both of 

whom died without issue. 

l3enj amin Durham. born 1n 182~ a. t Brnnchport; lived in 7~richigan 

and had one child. 

Mary c, Durha:.m. born in 1826; died single in 1345. 

Charles M, Durham, born in 18~0 ~t Branch~ort; r.iarried ~elen 

Cameron and lived at Independence, Iowa; had two children :aude A. and 

Charles H. 



1.:enju.min ~~nd 311z.1bet:1 (Dains) :Durham. 

local s~'!ioole and. learned :1iE1 fc:.ther' o tr3de of carpenter 3.?ld mill­

'.1n Doc. ~l, i.8:Z,B he ;na.rri ed T.-ucinda J.!. Sci pl es at Benton. 

They lived at J~rusalem, ~.Y. 

Tuey had aix 

~:izabeth A., born •1ct. 17 1 18Z,7; see rec.:>rd. 

Hen:::-y L., 'h.'.Jrn June 24, 1840; d.!.ed :?eb. 12, !843. 

John~., born A~r. 24, 18~2; see record. 

!~rriet R., born !fov. ~~6, 1.S49; see record. 

G4'or.;e A.• 1Jorn l!ov. 14, l8ol; tra1reled w1 th a circ~a. 111 

rria.ny ;,&.rt.s of A~ericn ar.d 1::uro::,ei died ur.married on 

~ 1 i"~b~th A. Durham, dau~hter of Albert anrl Lucinda (Sciplea) 

Durham, :,~.a bo=n Oct. 17, 111:;7. In Se~t. 1859 she married 3ohn A. 

Miller ~f Branchport. T:le:r had ti ve c.."lildren, Jeorgia \"!ho I:Jarried 

Jackson of Penn Yan, ?:!. Y., Albert atil:'. livin,:; in :Branchport, a.nd 

three others. 

John w. Durhnri, son o! AJ.bert and Tllcinda (P,ci-ple3) Durham, was 

:He served ~ f'uJ 1 enl !stment in the Civil War in 

the 33rd. and 178th. ~eg. N.Y. Vols., receiving~ wound at the battle 

of Petereburg thr~t cnueed ~im to lnze the use ot his right a.rm. On 

Aug. 20, 1865 he I'larried F.mMa o. Lounsberry, who was bom Mar. 20. 

1848, daughter of J"o~ ~.nd Sas:m (r.nrt) ~ounsberry o! :Pultney, N.Y. 

He-resided awhile at ~ultney hut lat.Rr ~0ved hie family to ?otter• N.Y. 

where he opened a general store. His wife Zmma died Sept. 9, 1889. 



On Mar. 27, 1891 he ma.rr~ed Hattie f\Ace, who was born Dec. 3, 

1864, daughter ot Mil ton and 14l.7 (l?arrett) ·Race. Yr. Lurbam died 

Nov. 12, 1926 but hia wife I!attie wao living with her daughter Yild.red 

in 1940 at Branchport. 

!;r. Durham l:c..d one db.ugr, tcr by hi c r 1 rs t marriage• 

Amy, born Jct. ~4, 18€6; uce record. 

one! two b~· his cecond r.arriage, 

1.!ilcred, born 1:c.v. 2'7 1 18<.?9; r:ee record. 

w~s born Xov. 26, lf49. 

a.t :Sra.nch:r;ort. F.e waL born June 8, 1850 at Italy, Yatee Co., N.Y., 

son of Joel u. and Lucelia ~. (Foseate) Clark. They resided at Italy 

where lie wa.s a cu-.,entcr and cs.cinet make1·. $he died !:ay 13, 1906 and 

and 

n ...... ., v,. 

They had !cur children as follows; 

l!'ary A. CJ.r..rk, bcrn Dec. 14, 187~; married Earle c. Anable 

on !.Ta.y 5• 1897; living ln lt~O c:.t 15~ Cherry St., Jeneva, };.Y., 

r:a.ve cr..c chilc, r:culah >!. 

Cora B. Cli.rk, l::orn J\!l!e : S.?~; x:..rri ed Erory ~,. 1:orton 

on Nov. io, 1895; li~ing in 194C at Car.E..r.dc .. igua, ~:.Y.; hE-,Te two 

~rildrer., 1-!ildrcd 1:-. and Lyle :E. 

Cre received her education 

liTing, T,-::-.-=: ::: .;_ X cYi ld rcn a.a 
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P.alph D. I!ol:art, 1.,c,rn Aug. 1, 1P91, married Daisy w1111 ... , 

?eb. 9, 191~; no chilrlren. 

Marion E. Hobart, born Jul~ 9, 1893; married John Derby, 

Dee. 17 1 191:3; children, Jane !',nd ,Tack. 

Earle c. Hocart., b~rr. Jan. 18, 1901; .r.iarried Dorothy Qreen. 

Nov. 1?, 19~3; one child, Prri.ncia. 

3~hn w. Rehart, born l!nr.1, J903; married I.itura James, 

Aug. 95, 192:S; no chiJdren. 

Frances E. Eobart, born JnJy 181 1905; died u.nmarr1ed on 

. 
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William Ja E0bart 1 'bcrn fie'.['t. 9, J q09; ?Pf'..rri ed HeJ en Shultz, 

Edna Jlurham1 cau1<rhte1· ct· :-ohn V'. ~,nd J~ett:fe (Rece} Dtlrhem. "l'aa 

bom !..Tar. ~, lP.93 at Petter, tr. Y.: marrieci Erneet Fingar; she OY."?1£ the 
7 
old homestead at 'Bra,nchport but tJiey 9.re living, in 1940, at 1600 South 

Ave., r.ocheeter, N.Y. 

1!1Jdred_Du:r~, oau~ter r:1' lohn w. and Battie (Face) Durham, waa 

She is r craduate of Penn Yan 

academy and of Eocheeiter -P,1.sinese Inf'ti t;utP-. 0n .Avg. 18, 19:!7 she 

married P~lph L. Kennedy, who wae born A~r. 1~. 1~10, son o~ Cluence 

and :Bls.nche ( Truox) Kemnedy. He 1 e F. mechanic by trade and ehe is 

teachinz school. They ~re now livin~, in 194C. 1:n Branchport, .N.Y. 

where they P..ttend the ~:!eth'ldist Clmrch. 
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DAU1S. 

Heng Dains, oX Conn. married ilargaret Ba.tea o~ R.1 •• who bore 

him 1"i ve children, Jonathan, Qe_stle, ill§!.• Ephraim, and Xoigail. 

Castle Daina. ·born in I 749; married Joanna Barman in Conn., sened ---------- -
in the Revolutionary Wa.r althou~ he waa a. mem))er 0£ the Society of 

Frien~s; a carpenter uy tra<ie ma.king ox-yokes and plows; he waa also 

noted tor his uill as a veterinarian; he died in 184~ aged 94 year■ ; 

had :tive children, ~lmon, Elizabeth. Abel, Saloma.and Gimaon. 

Elizabet..h .uainB, born in 17'1'7; married 3enJamin Durham in l 798 

at Jerusal~, 

Je~~D~in..!_, brotb.er ot Castle, married Chloe Thompson o! Conn.; 

~ t'a..1:mer Wld shoemaker by trade; lived in !.!ilo, u.Y.; had :f"ive clµldren. 

J)&Tid, Jesse, Orilla, Toerza, and Eli. 

David Dai4!_, married Sa.rah nemer; had nine ch11dren, Mahala, 

Rebecca, 7hompson, Richmond, Abralll R., Chloe _ _M., Jane, Esther and 

Bryant. 

Chloe :.t'!... .Dain!, married Myron H. Durham, son of Benjamin Durhaa 

0£ 3ranchport, H.Y. on ,Jct. 2. 1842. 





New York Family o! Durham. 

Chapter IV. 

BenJamin Durham o~ Beloit, Wia. 

and his descendants. 

With notes on the ancestry of his wife 

Elizabeth Woodward. 





New York ?amily o! Durham. 

Chapter IV. 

l3ENJ"A.Inll DURII.Alit, eldest aon of ;ohn and Fruella (Whitney-) Durhall, 

was born in Chemung, N.Y., Aug. 6, 1795. Aa a youth he engaged. in 

rafting logs down the Susquehanna R1Ter, and aaaiated his brother 

Alpha in operating a. general store at Tunkhannock. Fa. He later ae-

cured a poai tion as teller in a bank in Ithaca, 1,. Y. 

During his residence in Ithaca he married Elizabejh Woodward on 

Oct. 9, 1833. She was born in BoTey Tracy, DeTonshire, Eng., June 10, 

1813, daughter of Henry T. and l..oTedy {Grant) Woodward, and ca11e to 

America with her parents in 1822. 

'11ley soon removed to Medina, Ohio. where Mr. Durba:a o~ened a 

country store. Here seven children were born. !our ot whoa died o~ 

what waa then known as !ever and ague so preTalent at that time in 

newly settled sections. Determined to.find a more healthful looation 

for his family he purchased a horse in Chicago and rode up and down 

what was then Wisconsin Territory in search of a place where he could 

open a store and where his children could secure pro~er schooling. 

HaTing decided upon Beloit, where a new college waa about to be 

eatablished, he moTed his family in 1845 into quarters oTer hia new 

store. He soon built himself a home and became influential in the 

community. Always a devout churchman, he served aa trustee and 

treasurer of the Congregational Church ror many yeara. In order to 

atop the sale o! liquor. he purchased the F.ockriver Houae, which waa 

subsequently moved back and remodeled into the Rockriver Female Semi­

nary. On the old site 1lr. Durham and Dr. Bualmell built the Bualmell 

House which name still exists. 

Here in Beloit seTen other children w.ere born, who with the three 

brought from Uedina, lived tar past middle life. Their family life 



waa an e•~•cially happy oae as Beloit proved to be a wiae choice tor 

a home. In 1853 u.r. Durham built a brick houae !acing the college 

C&lll])Ua which became a rallying place tor atudenta and faculty alike, 

aa tour o! the Durham boya attended Beloit College. Ura. Durhall'a 

mother, Lovedy Grant Woodward, came to live with them in her old age, 

and died in their home in 1867. 

JJr. Durham died at Beloit, Oct. 31, 1876. His wife surTi.ved hia 

fourteen yeara, making a home tor her daughter Lucy and son Theron 1Jl 

Oak Park, Ill., where ahe died Apr. 2, 1890. They lie buried to-

gether at Beloit. Their children were aa rollowa; 

Henry, born Aug. 26, 18~4; died Oct. 26, 1835. 

Benjamin) 
) twina, born May 2, 1836; see recorda. 

Henry ) 

George, born Dec. 12, 1837; died Sept. 15, 1838. 

James, born July 21, 1839; see record. 

William. born Mar. 11, 1842; died Aug. 27, 1843. 

Stella, bom Sept. 18, 1843; died Sept. 22, 1844. 

Elizabeth, born July 19, 1846; see record. 

SoJ)hia, born Oct. 14, 1647; • -
Albert, born Aug. 2. 1849; • " 

Maria, born Aug. 19, 1851; " " 
Lucy, born June 1~. 1853; " It 

Theron, born Peb. 21. 1855; .. " 
Ellen, born Feb. 4, 1857; " .. 
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BENJAliUN DURliAK9 twin son of BenJamin and Elizabeth {Woodward) 

Durham. waa born llay 2. 18~6 at Kedina. Ohio. · At the age of nine 

he remoTed with his parents to Beloit. Wiaconsa. where he attended 

school and helped his rather about the atore. 

In 1850 he entered Beloit College three yeara a!ter it waa found-

--ed, graduating in 1854 with the degree ot A.B. His parents wiehed 

him to become a minister but !inally coJIIJ)romiaed on the calling of 

medical missionary, so he went to Chicago to attend lecture• at Ruah 

Medical College. During the year 1857 his Alma Mater granted him the 

degree of A.M., and 1n the spring or '58 he graduated from Ruah as.U.D. 

In the !all of the same year he commenced studying at Chicago Theo­

logical Seminary, where he continued three yeara, attending lectures 

in the af'temoona, teaching a class o! ~reek, and assisting at the 

u.s. Marine Hospital. ffinishing his course in May of 1861, he waa 

granted the degree of B.:c. He went to Boston to interview Secretary 

Treat of the A.B.C.F.Y. to secure hia appointment to the miasion field• 

only to meet with disappointment,- they could not use hi• because his 

enunciation was not clear enou~h to ever master Arabic. lie returned 

home to Beloit. but was soon called to ETanaville 9 Wis •• where he 

preached tor one year. 

Meanwhile the Civil ·;:ar had broken out and on Aug. 22. 1862, Dr. 

Durham was mustered into the 72nd. Illinois as Aset. Surgeon under 

Dr. Edwin P. Powell at Cairo. With medicine wagon and ambulances they 

forged ahead with their regiment through Grant's campaign before Vicka-

_'burg. caring !or the sick, wounded and foot-sore. After the fall 0£ 

Vicksburg on July 3• 1863, the 72nd. Ill. was ordered to Natchez. but 

returned to Vicksburg for garrison duty during the winter of '63&4. 

In February ot 1864 Dr. Durham came north for examinations !or promo­

tion. visited at Chicago, studied at. Philadelphia, took a ten day eaam-



ination at Cincinati, and returned to Vicksburg. , On June 19, 1864 

he waa mustered out of hia regiment to accept a colllllliaaion, signed 

by President Lincoln, as Aast. Surgeon u.s. Vola., under orders to 
\, 

report at New Orleans, where he took charge of Ward Lin the u.s. 
V&rine Hospital. While sening here he receiTed, on Sept. 17, 1864, 

his commision as Surgeon, with rank as Major. In Feb. 1865, he waa 

appointed Surgeon-in-Charge of ~rd. DiT., 13th. Army Corpa, with 

orders to report to Gen. W.P. Ben-ton at Mobile. In April, Fort 

Blakely fell and they rode into Mobile, only to hear that Pres. Lin-

coln had been shot. As the Division was soon dispersed at New Orleans~ 

Surg. Durham was transferred to 3en. Sheridan's command and located 

at Brownsville. Here he set up a hospital, but was again transferred 

in Sept. 1865 to Point Isabel, Texas, as Foat Surgeon under Gen. Clark. 

In Jan. 1866 he receiyed the compliment of being appointed Surgeon-in­

Charge at Point Isabel, with orders to report direct to headquarters. 

About the same time orders came to return home. He sent his reaigna-

tion to the War Dept., Feb. 2, 1866, and later rece1Ted a commission 

as Lieut. Col. by breTet, signed by Pres. Johnson. 

Dr. Durham returned to Chicago and began the practic,e of medicine. 

On Dec. 4, 186i, he married Lucy Matilda Clark, who wa.a born at Alton, 

Ill., Nov. 11, 1842, daughter of Williaa and Sarah Jane (Condon) Clark. 

They both became members of the Plymouth Congregational Church of 

Chicago, which the Doctor served as Clerk. In l?.71, the year of the 

great Chicago fire, he began writing article• on the Academies of 

Science and Art. In 1876 they moved into the suburba, at which time 

he gaTe up his medical practice to become Clerk of the Art Committee, 

and in 1878 was sent to Paris and Rome to purchase plaster casts tor 

the Chicago Exhibition. 

Ee came east as an insurance correspondent in 1880 and moved hia 

family to Mount Vernon, N.Y. Here they united with the Dutch Reformed 



5 

Church. which tl1e Doctor serTed aa Sunday School Superintend.ant and 

Elder. ?or a time he wrote ror aeTen insurance i,apera o~er the 

signature■ of Benham. Gotham, etc. His article• attracted the atten­

tion of the llutual Fire Ins. Co. of New York, and with that Coapany 

he traveled on the inspection of large risks in all parts ot the United 

States. He was later employed by the Phoenix Fire Ina. Co. aa mana­

ger ot their Claaa A. or big line department. 

In 1892 he retired !rom busineas and the following year purchased 

a farm at Mount Kisco, ~1.Y., where they 11Ted until 1901 when they 

sold the !arm and moved into the village. Here the Doctor became 

act1Te in the Presbyterian Church and the Fublic Library, and tor a 

time taught in the High School. 

Beginning to !eel the infirmity of their years, they moTed to 

Boston in 1919 to liTe near their son William. They brought their 

letters to the Hoalindale Congregational Church and settled don>tc, 

their customary life of contentment and senice of their fellows. 

Here the Doctor died Dec. 10, 1925 in his 90th. year, and his wife 

followed him on Jan. 4, 1928. 

Hills Cemetery in Boston. 

Their children were 

They are buried together in Forest 

Sdward Benjamin, born Feb. 15, 18?0; see record. 

William Clark, born Mar. 27, 18?5; see record. 
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HElIRY DURHAll. twin SOD ot :Benjamin and Eliz11.beth (Woodward) Durham, 

waa born Uay 2, 1836 at Medina, Ohio. When he waa nine years ot age 

his parents moved their family to Beloit. Wis., where he attended the 

local schools and later entered Deloit College. Following a line o~ 

education similar to that taken by bis twin brother Benjamin, he grad­

uated from Beloit in 1857, from Rush Medical School in 1860, and trom 

Chicago Theological Seminary 1n_l863. 

Upon completing his educ~tion he enlisted in the Civil War and 

served to the end ot the conflict. On Nov. 10, 1864 he aarr1ed Jla.ry 

Brown, who was born June 2, 1841, daughter ot Dr. John Brown ot La 

Salle, Ill. After the war he had secured the pastorate ot the Con­

gregational Church ot La Salle but did not become popular, except with 

the young people. He was what is known today aa a "good mixer• rather 

than the solemn type ot minister expected in those days. During thia 

period he commenced the practice ot medicine which he continued inter­

mittently for about forty years. 

Early in 1869 he moved hie family to Chicago where he engaged in 

buying and selling real estate, and in organizing the Chicago ETening 

Mail of which he became business manager. On Sept. 10, 1872 hia wife 

Mary died, and he was obliged to send his two boys, who were born in 

La Salle, to return ther& to live with their aunt. 

In 1876 he removed to Crete, Neb •• where he resumed the practice 

of medicine, and there met his second wife, Amanda Van Syckle, who was 

born Apr. 29• 1851, daughter ot Peter Van Syckle. They were married 

Apr. 1, 18?8 and after establishing their home the Doctor brought his 

boys from I.a Salle. In 1882 they re~oved to Omaha where his wife 

Amanda died Oct. 10, 1886 without issue. 

The Doctor continued his practice until 1897, when he accompanied 

his son John to Salt Lake City. At this time much of his time was 
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deToted to writing stories rrom life or humorous tales for the Chicago 

papers. When they moTed to a !arm in 1904 he.found much pleaaure and 

some profit in a fine garden. In 1924 John and hia family remoTed 

to California and again the Doctor accompanied them. 

1926 at Oakland, Cal. 

He died Feb. 18, 

His children were 

Denjamin L., born Sept. 5, 1866; left home and disappeared. 

Jolm B., born Dec. 10, 1868; see record. 

JA!lES DURHA.ll, son of Benjamin and Elizabeth (Woodward) Durham, waa 

born July 12, 1839 at lledina, Ohio. When he was six yeara of age hia 

parents removed to Beloit, Wis., where he received his education in the 

grade and high schools, and attended Beloit College. In his Junior 

year, he left college to accept a business opening in Chicago. 

On Oct. 5, 1864 he married Caroline Amelia Hammond, who was born _: __ < 

, daughter of Harle -r::. and Charlotte (Wright} P'..ammond o! 

Beloit. They made their home in Chicago where they Jo:!ned the Presby-

terian Church. 

~u-. Durham was in the furniture business most o! his lite, and 

possessed exceptional ability in decorating and arrangement. He died 

in Chicago, and his wife died Mar. ~o, 1923 et the home 

ot their daughter Caroline, in Bel!owa Falls, Vt. 

They had six children, all bom in Chicago; 

Louis Hammond, born July 28, 1866; died in infancy. 

Caroline Elizabeth, bom Aug. 20, 1869; see record. 

Henry James, born Mar. 6, 1871; eee record. 

Lottie Ha:muond. bom June 17, 1874; died in infancy. 

Mark Winslow, born July 7, 1878; died in infancy. 

Charles R~Ggl~s, born Yar. 3, 18R5; unmarried; killed in a 

railroad accident 
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Z~IZAJ3:ETH DUllli.AN, daughter of Benjamin and :Elizabeth (Woodward) 

Durham, was born July 19, 1846 at P~loit, Wis. She was educated in 

the Beloit schools, and attended lJt. Holyoke Ser.inary in the BP.me class 

with her sister Sophia, graduating in 2868; ai'ter which she took a 

course in the Chicago Normal School. 

on Sept. 13, 1871 she married Nehemiah Mead, who was born May ~l, 

1831 near Earttord, Conn., son o:r Allens. and Rachel (Hoyt) Mead. 

They made their :first home in Chicago, where :Mr. Mead was a druggist 

at the time of th(ir marriage. Some time later they removed to Akron, 

Iowa, and opened another drug store, 1:rs. !!ead assisting in the store 

until she became a practical druegiet. 

In 1909 they removed to Wenatchee, Waeh., where they operated a 

fruit farm on the banks of the Columbia River. In ;rovember of 1930, 

Urs. llead fell and broke her hip which led to her death on Dec. 2nd. 

of the same year. She had an exceptionally fine mind, taking 6redt 

interest in public questions, especially as to the need of riihte~us~ 

neas in business and goYernment. 

They had one child; 

:,:ehemiah Paul Uead, born Dec. 30, 1872 in Chicago; married 

Clara : .• Thomas, Apr. 21, 1894; he is 'l physician nnd surgeon 

in Wenatchee, Wash.; tbey hav~ no children. 

SOrEIA DURHAM, dauehter o! Benjamin and F.lizabeth (Woodward) Durham~ 

was born Oct. 14, 1847 at Beloit, Wis. She received her education in 

the Eeloit schools and in 1868 eraduated from uo,mt Holyoke Secinary, 

at Holyoke, Mass., in the same class with her sister .E...1.izabeth. 

The following year she entered normal school in Chicaeo and, after 

completion of the course, taught for awhile in Chica.go High Schools. 

She was soon trans.t'erred to a .receiving class for the children of emi­

grants, in which their abilities were determined and from which they 



were assigned to the prope~ 0rade in the grammar or trade achoola. 

She was still later appointed supervisor or drawing. visiting in suc­

cession seven of the grade schools of Chic2,go. instucting the teachers 

and critici&ing the rcsulta of their class work. 

~uring the cUinJ11cr of 1901 she visited England, France, and Italy; 

after her return she engaged in crai"t work in Chicago ~.nd taught a 

review school for teachers. She wae always active in church work• 

!or many years tcachin~ a class of girls in the 22nd. st. Preabyterian 

Church of Chicago. 

In 1905 □he rerioved to California, where she built a home in Loa 

Angeles an~ retired from teaching. In 1916 she mothered Florence 

Peterson, who ~aa ten years old at the time, devoting herselr to 

deveJ.oping the cl:.ild's mind and henrt r-.nd hands, besides a.ff'ording her 

schooling and :tunic lessons. '7.'hen J?:.orence had grown to womanhood 

she married Henry I(..q,u.fm.an, n yo'.lllg grocer of .Los Angeles. The young 

c0u:p:.e rr.a.de their t.ome wi tr. ;~ir.e Durr..am, and while there two children 

were bcrn to them, Eertert anrl Helen. Y.'hen ;,01:ihia' s 1-.eal th began to 

fail the :-:auiF.az12 moved to a homt:: of the5:r own, ancl nhe ::; lved by her­

self w:til ohe died in her s~eep on Oct. 18, 19~8. 

,,u.,....,--,m T-U''UA"H ' --. • • d .,....1. b th 'W d d) Du ham .r-...:...0 ... -. ... -.1. .1.1 .,.u.1-i.; .. , son 01 1;e:nJru.1.n un ., 1za e, 1• oo war r • 

was born Aug. 2, lf3~9 at JJeloi t, ·iris. Ile reccivef his education in 

the :ocal schools, craduntine frore Beloit Co1Jege in 1870. 

On Apr. ~-6, 1873 he mc.rriecl. Julia D. ~ra.n Steenbers;h in Chicago. 

She wao born .ran 28, 1851 in Hudson, :.: • Y., daughter of Hermon T. and 

"Zn:ily ~~. (Paul) Van Ste;;nberch of enrJy ~utch ancestry. Zhe was a 

~!'ndua.te o:f "::oc~:forr. College, ~ockford, Il~.: ~.nd taught for a.while 

in Chica~o school£. 

::r. Dt...rhari mac.e bu:_,inesR connections in r.hicago, becR.me a chart.er 

9 
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member of the Chicagc Stock Exchange, and continued as a broker 

until 1904. They made their home in Chicago ·t.:ll t1J. they ?toved in 

1 P.?B to Zva.nston, IJ 1. Eere th"'Y became chartE'r :r.:e~bers of t1~e Sec-

ond ?reebyterian Church. .i\fter the cl':ildren had EE'cured their educa-

tion end entered business, tr..ey ~oTed back into Chicago and in 1~05 

became charter members of the Buena -;..·emorial Presbyterian Church. 

S0on a:fter, ~~r. and 1!rs. DurhU! went to California and settled at 

E1 Cent1·0 in the Imrerial V3.J ley, where r.e kept a. sta.ticnery store and 

printed school eupp1ies. In 192~ they returned to ceJebrate their 

golden wedding at the home or their son Ralph in Wilmette, and in 1926 

they returned permanently. He died Jan. 30, 1931 at Evanston and his 

wife died Dec. 24, J.9:37 in Chicagc. 

Toe~ had three c:11ildren; 

!Jellie Thorn, born Aul!• lZ, 1.874; see record. 

P.alph Hermon,) 
) twins, born Sept. 27, 1879; see records. 

:7{obert :?aul ) 

1:ARIA DUm-LAJJ, daughter of Benjamin and Blizabeth {'.~oodward) Durham, 

was born Aug. 19, 1851 at Eeloit, Wis. She graduated from Beloit High 

School and later found her husband among t~e friendshi,s formed there. 

On June 19, 1876 she married John A. ~errill, who wns born !Jar. 4, 

1849 at Beloit, son of David and Agnee (Fonda) Merrill. He had stud-

ied t.'or the ministry n.nd for tl:e first three years or their married 

life served Presbyterian Churches in Prescott, Ariz., and in San Fran-

cisco, Calif. During the winter of 1879-80 they spent five months in 

Berlin, Germiiny, studying under private t~tors and spending much tiJlle 

in museums and art galleries. Upon returning, Yr. Merrill ministered 

to churches in El Pa.so, Tex. and Riverside, Cal., his wife bei,ng of 

great assistance in home and foreign missionary labors, and in connect­

ion with w.c.T.u. and newspaper work. 
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Having become inter~st~d in real estat~, Mr. Merrill resigned hie 

pastorate in 1R86 and moved hie ~arn12y from place to place in Californ­

ia, and later to Hew York :1.nd New Jersey in the tnteresta of hia busi.-

ness. In 1900 they returned to California by v,ay o:r Mexico Cit:,, 

where they liven for a time, and finally settled in Los Angeles. They 

h~re join~d the Hi~bland P3.Xk Presbyterian C:hurch and made a home among 

their children and grandchildren. 

::.:re. Merrill died on C:hristmas· Day, 1S15, .:1t their hame in Loe 

Angeles. :Ier ~assing fro:n the group ·Jf ten brothers and sisters who 

grew up together in Sel1it marked the first break in the circle in 

sixty years. ':'heir dau,.fhter :Elizabeth xe.:pt the home fo.~ her father 

unti1 he died NoT. 20, 1928. 

':'he:r l'uid ei~:it children of whom tw.J did not survive; ~hn.r:tes, born 

in 1577, died in 1_884~ fu"'ld Ha:-rison, born in 1894, liverl but a month; 

exact dates ·acre li:>st in '1. fire thc1.t destroyed th-3ir home aoon a.tte.r 

1::~s. :ri3r:-il!.' s de;1th. ')f th03e who ~rP.W to r,1q turi ty, .'-J.8 follows; 

.;radua ted fl•o:rn hlgh 8c}101Jl 1.ud 1Jdcame in ter~a t"d with hin fa. ther in 

the r~;:il e~ ta te and insuranc~ busineai..~; :rmr:ci~d Oct. 1 t), 1902, Etta 

Pearl ~i she:, da.u.;;h ter of l<..,rederi ck JI. and r.P-caJ.ia. (Deady) Fisher 01 

Los .An.;e::ec:,; adopted ~:lizaoeth Jane, born in 1910; one child, John 

Tienjamin, Jr., born Au~. 24, 19'22; t'v~y are Ji·.,inc, in 1940, at 140 

~d }irls Colle~iate Jchool in :.os :uigeles; unrnarriF?d; lived with her 

pa.rents and ~Oi"i 1 .:..:1 :g40, ·.-:it11 ~-?r ~rotr.'?r John. 

::iliau :,:.'.lri:i ~:errill, r)1rn !]ct. 1c,, 1r.n~ ~t "SI Paso, 'l'ex.; gradu-

a. ted rts A.J3. tr:,:n '),~ci-ien t.'3.1 College in :Sos Angles; rn..a.rried 1::~y 20 • 

1909, step1;.en Y. 7.:ui:.:et?r, :J.1;., '.3. pr:.1eticinz physician, son of John s. 

and Elizabeth (Yerkes) Van~eter; children, John born ~eb. 19, 1910, 
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and Elizabeth L. born June 7, 1914; they are now living, in 1940, at 

2410 Chevy Chase Drive, Gl·endale, Cal. 

David Bruce Verrill, born Sept. 26, 1885 at Riverside, Cal.; grad-
--------

uated as A.B. from Occidental College; business, oil well maintenance; 

married Jan. 11, 1911 Zelma JJarie Wagner, daughter of Charles B. and 

Olive (Ti!fany) Rice of Los Angeles; children, David Tiffany born 

:Mar. 4, 1914, l~ancy Jane born Aug. 25, 1922, and Joan born Feb. 1~, 192: 

they are now living, in 1940, at 5700 Bay Shore Walk, Long Beach, Cal. 

Grayson hlerrill, born Apr. 22, 1887 at Rialto, Cal.; graduate of ~------ ----------
Occidental College, a music student and tenor soloist; married Sept. , 
1910, Elizabeth Eunice Hatch, daughter of Cyrua B. and Matilda (Foster) 

Hatch of Los Angeles; children, Grayson born Jan. 1, 1912, and Eliza­

beth Zunice born July 10, 1914; he died May 28, 1916 of acute appendi­

citis; his wiie is living, in 1940, at 321 No. Ardmore st., Loa Angeles. 

Marguerite Woodward 1.rerrill, born July 8, 1890 at San Leandro., .,Cal.: ----~. ,_ ~--·--- . . ..... ---· ...._. , __ _ 
attended Occidental College; married 1!ay 28, 1912, Elmer c. Richardson, 

an illuminating engineer, son of Frank P. and Elizabeth G. Richardson; 

children, i.iary Woodward born July 4, 191~, Marguerite born .ran. 1, 1915. 

Clark born Dec. 5, 1916, and Jean born Jan. 28, 1922; she divorced 1.rr. 

Richardson in 1934; the following year she toured Eu.rope and upon her 

return married Samuel Radcliff, auditor for the Southern California 

Telephone Co.; they are now living, in 1940, at 1403 Linda Rosa, Los 

Angeles, Cal • 

. ~UCY DuHHALI, daughter of Benjamin and Elizabeth (Woodward) Durham, 

was born June 13, 1853 at Beloit, Wis. She was a graduate of Beloit 

high School, attended Chicago Art School, and from 1873 to 1892 follow­

ed special training as an artist in Chicago. 

?or the next ten years she gave herself to missionary labors among 

the Chinese in San Francisco, learning the language and preparing her-



self tor work abroad. In 1902 she went independently to Canton, 

China, where she soon beca111e assistant in the Ming Sall School for 

blind girls, conducted by Dr. llary West Nile• under the auapicea ot 
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the Presbyterian Board. Blindness is Tery preT&lent in China and the 

1·ate of a blind girl was usually to be sold into a life ot dishonor. 

It was to salTage these soul.a that the school was maintained. Besides 

giTing religous instruction the school taught household duties and 

handwork of all kinda. 1:-iss Durham became god-mot.."ier to their head 

teacher, Margaret Chau, whom she later brought to America. 

A section .1:or blind boys was later added with new buildings which 

were erected under Uiss Durham's superTiaion. She introduced a new 

standard among Chinese contractors whereby the work was done on a cash 

basis instead o! giTing cuts from am 111Xlated estimate to go-betweens. 

Beside this work in the school she had oTersight of the mission schools 

and 13iblewomen in the surrounding country, traTeling many miles in 

river boats that were sometimes !ired upon by bandits. 

She returned home on furlough in 1910, 1918 and 1925. She was 

honorably retired in 1929 and made her home in southern California to 

spend her remaining years near her sisters and their children. She DR' 
I : rl/ . :, , , ..: •., 

~'-I // .,a.-, • 

1"1 ■ ,111 .. ,.dd1-Jritf>, in Los Angeles, being the last of her generation o! 

a family oX ten brothers and sisters, their husbands and wives. 

'InZRON DUPJIAY, son of Benjamin and Elizabeth (Woodward) Durham, 

was born at Beloit, Wia., Feb. 21, 1855. He received his education 

in the :Beloit schools, graduating from :Beloit College in 1879 with the 

degree of B.A. He then took up the study o! law at Northwestern UniT. 

in Chicago, graduating in 1882 with the degree of L.L.B. and at once 

began the practice of law. 

On Peb. 8, 1888 he ma+ried Jennie Nash in Chicago. She waa born 

Dec. 11, 1855 1n Worcestershire., England, daughter of Richard and 



Prudence (Arthurs) J:Iash. Tiley made thei;- home with !Iothe1· Durhaa 
in the houae purchased by her in Oak Park while Theron waa attending 
law school. A.fter his mother's death they moved in 1891 to a~home 
they had built on North GroTe Avenue. 
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l!r. Durham was a charter member of the First Congregational Church 
of Oak: Park, of_ which hia wife and later his four daughters alao be­
came meir.bers. He was a student of the :Sible throughout his 11f'e, 
completed a course in the fuOody Bible Institute in 1910, and the fol­
lowing year be6an the pastorate of the Bethany Congregational Church 
ot Oak: Park. On Mar. 28, 1912 he was ordained to the ministry but he 
continued to practice law until his death. He died 1-!ar. 22, 1924 
and his wi!e on June 2, 1929. 

They had iou1· daughterE-, a.:'.l born in Oak Park, Ill.; 

r-:inii'red :r:lep.nor, 'born ~fov. ?.9, "!.::'88; see record. 

:1dith '}race, born :\ut_:. 15, 1r.go; see record. 

Elizabeth 1;\'oodwarc., born .Jct. 23, 1894; set; record. 

ET.T~N DUP.H.AM, dau~hter o! Benjamin and Elizabeth {Woodward} Durham, 

was born Feb. 4, 185? at Beloit, Wis. She receiTed her education in 

the Beloit schools and early Joined the Congregational Church. She had 

a good alto voice and sang !or years in the church choir where she be­

came acquainted with John Alexander Ainslie who also sang in the choir 

while he was attending Beloit College. 

l,:r. Ainslie graduated from Beloit in 1877 and from Princeton Theo-

logical Seminary in 1881. They were married at Beloit on June 15th. 

of the same year. He was born June 6, 1854 at Goodwater, Indian Ter-

titory, son of ReT. George and Mary Jane (Hagaman) Ainslie. Hia rather 

was a worker among the Choctaw and Nea Perces Indiana. and waa one o! 

the translators of the Bible and hymns into these languages. 

After a short honeymoon they went to :Boston to make f'inal arrange­

ments at the American Board room.a for their assignment to missionary 

work in Turkey. They were first stationed at Yardin where his special 

task lay in field work among the many out-stations. but in 1887 they 
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were trans!erred to Mosul on the Tigris River opposite the ruins o~ 

Ninevah. In 1892 the !.iosul Station was taken over by the Presbyter-

ian Board, under which they served until it was again transferred to 

the Church lJissionary Society ot Bngland in 1898. largely because 

of the change of management and in order to educate their children, 

they returned to America in the same year. Going down the Tigris by 

ra.t:t to Bagdad they took steamer for home, via the Suez Canal, stopping 

off on the way to see the pyramids • 

.At'tf: r their return r.:r. Ainslie acted as pastor of Presbyterian 

churches in ','iashington, 1.:1.mm. and vicinity until about 1906. From 

there they went to Oxnard and Danville, Cal., and later to 1uilcene, 

Wash. ·Nhere they both found oppo1·tun1 ty to work among the populace of 

the lumber camps. Advancing years and ill health finally forced them 

to give up active work and in 1922 they settled in Yaywood, Cal. Some 
·,·· .,,, 

time later Ur. Ainslie was obliged to entgr a sanitarium at San Gabriel 

where he died Sept. 15, 19~3 • 

.Late in 1933 M.rs. A.illslie went to Guatemala where her son Charles 

was in charge 0£ a mission hospital. After she was sixty years o! 

age she had ta.ken up the study of Spanish by herself, and had gained 

mastery o! it with the hope that some day she might read the Gospel to 

patients in her son's hospital. Soon after she reached ·3-uatemala she 

became 111 and from then on stayed at the hospital, where having real­

ized her hope she died Jan. 21, 19Z4. 

-miile living in Yardin, Turkey, they had a daughte1· ~r6a1·et, bom 

Mar. 8, 1885 and died Aug. 4, 1886. 

maturity. as follows; 

Of their children who lived to 

::.ate Elizabeth Ainslie, born Dec. 10, 1863 at 1:idyat, near Ma.rd.in. 

Turkey; came to America with her parents when thirteen; completed her 

grade school education in Oak Park, Ill., attended high school in Chat­

field, !llnn., and graduated in 1908 from Carleton College at Northfield, 
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Minn.; was accepted as a missionary by the .American Roard and stationed 

at Ua.rash, Turkey; returned to the States when Turkey entered the World 

war and studied at t.~e Univ. of Ca11fom1a; taught in Japan aad China 

£or two years when ahe returned to Marash tor three yea.rs; came home 

when her parent's health broke down; ~ent to Guatemala with her mother 

and visited :,:exico before returning to California.; on Jlar. 11, 1935, 

married William Herschel Hopkins, son of Adolphus and 1tary A. (Denison) 

Hopkine; he died lfov. 27, 19~8, after which s.he made her home with her 

Aunt !.ucy Durham in Los Angeles. 

Robert Theron Ainslie, born Aug. 14, 188? at Mardin, Turkey; educa--------- ~~·. --..--· ., -. ~. ,_ ,_ .... - ... _ ---
ted in Chatfield, Minn. public schools, Uinnesota State Agricultural 

School, and Los Angeles Polytechnic; on Feb. 5, 1916, married Burgie E. 

Johnson; he is a surveyor, electrical engineer and contractor; employed 

by .Amalga.D1ated and later by Associated 011 Companies as head rig build­

er and superintendent ot construction o~ company buildings; otten tr&Y­

eled 150 rr.ilee a day and not having time to go around, learned to jump 

his auto acroee ditchee; now,in 1940, interested in real estate and 

insurance in Los }.ngeles; they haTe no children. 

Charles Albert Ainslie, born Apr. 8, 1891 at Mosul, Turkey; educa---- ... -

ted in Chatfield and Rochester, Minn. public schools, tock courses in 

Occidental and Pomona Academy, and in 1913 graduated from the UniT. of 

California, having specialized in medicine; completed his studies at 

Stanford Univ., e:;rad.uating as ::.D. in 1916; served as interne a.t Santa 

Clara Hospital; on May 15, 1917 he married Ruth Horton l!cConnell, a 

registered nurse, daughter of William w. and Minnie B. licConnell, who 

were missionaries in Costa Rica; Yrom 1917-20 he sened as Lieutenant 

in the u.s. Navy Uedical Corps in the Philippines and on vessels on the 

Yangtse Patrol in China; in 1922 they went to Guatemala under the Pres­

byterian Board of :'iseions to reconstuct a hospital that had been 
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destroyed by earthquake; now have a modern forty bed hospital •1th a 

training achool for nurses; they also conduct medical and •~elical 

tours into the interior with ambulance, tents, nuraes and Joapel work­

ers; they have three children, John D., Elizabeth F., and Glen E., all 

born in 3uatemala • 

..':lJ'!,'.tL"'"ill 13E1TJA.:.~1ll JJUI'JU:.:, son of :B_enJamin and Lucy ~!. (C:!ark) Durham, 

was boi-n Feb. 15, 18?0 at Chicago, Ill. In 1881 he removed with hia 

parents to ~aunt Vernon, N.Y., where he comp:eted his grade school 

education, and joined the Dutch Reformed Church. He prepared for 

college at Columbia Institute in llew York, entered Col~bia College, 

School of llines, 3.Ild Jraduated ~ith the degree of E.M. in 1~92. 

on Se:pt. 21, 1893 he married '.1..a:J.7 ::ucinda Stimpson, who Na~ born 

Feb. 18, 1867 at Port Henry, N.Y., daughter of George B. and Sarah E. 

{Locke) 3timpson of :.Unevi11e, N.Y. 

:1r. Durham has been employed on various phases of mining, manui'ac­

turing, metallurgical, and chemical operations in many p3rts o! North 

America, from noi~thcrn Nev York to New l!exico, Alaska to old llexico, 

lla.ssachuse~ts to Cal1£ornia. On Jan. 1, 1908 he assumed the duties 

of Asst. Prof. of Hinin~ at Cali~ornia State UniTersity in Berkeley, 

which position he held tor seven years. In 1 £113 he wrote a text book 

entitled "Yine Surveyin.;" that has seen considerable usa.e;e. 

In 1930 he retired from active engineering work, built a ho.me _in 

Greencastle, Pa., a.nd took up the raising ot poultry. They a.re both 

members of the-Presbyterian Church in Greencastle. 

childi·en. 

'l"'ney have no 
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~I~ c..LAra ~ur4-IAJ.r. son 0£ Benjamin 3.lld lucy •• (Clark) Durhaa, 

was born Mar. 27• 18?5 at Chicago. Ill. ~11en he·was six years o~ age. 

his pa.rents moTed Ea.Iit and settled in ~ount Vernon. N.Y. Here he 

attended &chool, graciuating from the high school grades in 1892. In 

the 1·011owill6 year his iather' a ill heal th cauaeci the• to remove to a 

!ai'Dl near ~ount Kisco, in the hills oi V/estcheete:i: Co., l-~. Y. 

Jn Sept. l '7, 1693 he max1:ied ..:.illian Dikeman Starr in !lew York City. 

She was bo.1n Sept. 15, 187;3 at ~ye, 1;. Y., daughte1· o! George o. and 

E:wma. (~sh) Sta..1:r. He1· fathe.1.· was for many years connected with the 

:Bai-num 2c 3ailey Circus as a.dva.n~e ~ent, and later became manager o! 

Crystal l)alace, the noted a.L:.iUsement center in London. England. 

:t,o.r six yeax~ they made th~ir home with a. ~rham' s parenta but 

in 1001 the ~our..t K.isco place was sold. They Tisited for awhile in 

England an<i upon their return purchased a larger !arm at West NorwaJ.Jc. 

Conn., where :.J:. JAu·ha.m Y.ent into mcu·ket gal·dening. Overwork brought 

on a serious illne.s t.aat linally xorced. hilll to enter business in South 

Kcn.alk a& an accountant. :.emoval ot hia employers to Eoaton in the 

fall ot 1911 led. them to sell the 1·arm and. settle in Roslindale, J(aas., 

whez·e they t;;oon pu:xe;l.w.bed a home. 201· ovei· twenty-ti ve years he con-

tinued t.is \oOrk as a~cowitant with vb..l·io\48 buainess and audit companies 

o:t Bar.ton. 

They have aliiiays been intei·et>tea. in clnu·ch work. Together they 

joined the ::aunt Ki£co 1:re~byterian, the New Canaan Congregational, and 

the Roslindale Congregational Churches. In the later Mr. Durham serve~ 

succesaiTely a~s $.un4ay School superintendent, moderator, deacon.- coun--­

selor of a large organized claaa of young men. and finally as treaaurer. 

ln l 9J6 they pu1:chased. a small 1arm and began the constuction of a 

new home in ~Cin6&ton, ;Jaf:ls. They moved 1·1·om Boston during the follow-

ing year bt..t :.J: • .L;urha.m conti.nueo. hi& wo.rk until 1rar. 1, 1936, when he 



1·etired !rom business. They transi'erred their membership to the 

local church and settled down to the sim~le life o! the country. 

':"aey had three children; 

George BenJamin, born Sept. 14, 1896; see record. 

Dorothy l!.&.J:get, born July 28, 1899; see record. 

Edward Bichter, born ~ay 13, 19G7; died Apr. 20, 1911. 

JOE!~ .TI.TI 7;..-r rt::171~, sen cf 1:enry and ~!ary (:Broni) Durham, 11a.e born 

~ec. 10, 1868 at La Salle, Ill. Then he waa less than four yeara o! 

age, his motlier's death caused him to be given into the keeping of 
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her siste.i. until his .fi..the1· remarried in 1876. Most of his education 

was secured in Crete and. Cmahs., Ueb. aftei· that time. At the age of 

fifteen he sectu·ed emrlo,;lment in tbe Oma.ha office of the Union Pacific 

R.R., and continued ,.,,,1th some pa.rt of the Union :Pacific System all o:f 

his li:f't;. 

:in July 2, 18S4 he mar:ried Isatella H. Ress at Omaha. She was 

1:--~rn Apr. 14, 1e11 ~t Les ~Joines, Ic'A"a, da.u~htei- of Charles and Eliza 

(;1:cDonald) °;\oss, b:ith or were bol:-n in :;cotland. 

".11en "tusinesr:. re,1uired. it, tb.ey :removed in 18S7 to Salt Lake City, 

but in 1904 moTed a6ain to a farm at 3oLaiti!ul, Utah, although i.:rr. 

Durham continued his connection wi tt. the .1·ailroad. In 1915 he was 

promoted to the :position of As::.,t. Gen'l. :i:assenger Agent o! the Ore6on 

Shoi·t 1.ine wi t:h office1:, in Salt Lake City. 

On account o! poor health, they removed in 1924 to Alemeda, Cal., 

where he di-ec:l---o-.f :pernicious anemia, Jan. 19, 1925. 

in 1940, ~1th her son at 1:arti ~ae Court, Aler.eda. 

Tuey had tv .. o children; 

J".>r.i.U Ibss, l:;:irr. !~ 'J, 1900; sec 1.·ccord. 

Eel-;11, t-Jr~ .7.lly 5, l~?C-2; sea reco.t'd. 

His wife is living. 
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CA.T?OLill~ E.!IZA .. "IBTH PURF .. Ali, daui::;hter of ..Tames and Caroline (Hammond) 

Durham, wns born Aug. 20, 1869 et Chicago, Ill. She was n graduate 

6f Englewood High School atd took several extension courses. Arter 

finishing her education she was employed as superinteneent cf the 

W.oman's University C1ub in ?Tew York.. 

On , ~he rn,.rried 3-eorge Xennecy Whee:1 nck, who was 

born , son of Re waa a 

ci vi: engincf'r in Cl'dcngo, where they r'"rnided and where he died on 

Aft,~r r.er huebnnd' fl ctenth, Hra. ?11.eelock rf't"oved to Hew York where 

ehe en~a~ed in renting furnished apcrtmente. For a time· her parents 
hev 

lived wit.!1"to aesist in the cnre of her pro;,erty. 

On Sept. 9, 19~1 ehe married Carroll A. 1!oore, who wns born Sept. 

17, 1867 at ?utney, Vt., son of Jor.n T. and Lucy Anrt {Pierce) Moore. 

He w~s 1Tice Pres. of the Bel1owe Fal)s Trust Co. cf :BeJlows Palls, Vt •. 

but ii row retired. 't'hey are Jiving, in 1940, at Prospect Rill, 

1.'lalpo1e, JJ.H. !;~re. r·core has had n') children. 

Ee received tis ecucation in 

nn 0ct. 10, 1894 he ree.rried ?dna Jackson, who was born Mov. 21, 187.Z. 

dau!!hter of Jp..mes R. And Rebecca (Eu.ffstedler) Jackson of Chicago. 

They made tlieir home in Chicago where Pr. Durham wa.s employed as a .tu.m­

i ture sa.les111an, with a hobby of m..uing .furniture at home. }:lledied 

·:rs. Durham BU"!)1:)orted hP.r fqrni1y as ce:1artrnent head in large stores 

and as manager of apa.rtment houses. ..::nw ~ ivi.ng with her son, in 1940 •. 



:=.he had two cbildrec; 

1:eliln, !;.o.rn Jan. 20, 1S96; see record. · 

}i:e.ni·y Jaruas, born :.:,-:..;, Z., 1S'37; see record. 
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student at TITa.nston Hi6r. Schoel and later at the Chicago A.rt Institute. 

She early joined tte geccnd ?resbyteiian Chu.rel: in Evanston and in 

l 'JC5 1:.ccame a. charter !t.embei· ci the Buena J[e:rooria~ P:rP.sbyterian Church 

in Chicago. ~he Jave rrnrse~.:' to primary work ·Ai tr.. the childi·en of 

both c:tt:.rche~, &Jld t.J settJ3rr.ent w:1r1c in co.cnection with the Olivet 

InLtitute o! ~hica~o• 

:.;oon ,..ft~r co~~Jetin6 her eclucation she se:;cu1·€d employment with 

Ginn ?t.: Co._. Gc~-:00: book :pub:!shers, with whom she t;orked to"J.' over ten 

years. Che -;-,as 3Ubsequantly a.tsociuted -:,i th :Zellows .: 3ylveuter, and 

·.vi th the :Jello,;s-Re.eve Co.• subscription book publishers; also with 

::-;he .-iied Trax. 21, & ;::o u.t the Jladatone Hotel, Chica.go, where she 

ha.d ec·~r;:::-1. for t.l.'!~c :nu t.r.~r .f oi· .aev81·a1 ~:car~. i:er brother :r-:.alph says 

27, lC7a ~t ~vanston, Ill. ;:e e;:i·adua ted 

fro~ ";.vwiston J·:igh :cl:ool, i3-lld in :'..".:'Cl fi·om Korth;.estern University in 

Chicago wi tll tho de.;re.a or ~h.:S. :Ee ent~1.-ed the pub:.iohing 'business 

in Chicr~~o uml con t::.nued to be u. ... .;;iO<;ia ted with tLis :.1ne :for over 

bo=n 11ar. 1, 1878 at Blue 1:0und, Ill.,- daughter of John and Catherine 



(Goltra) Allinson. They ma.de their ~irst home in ETanaton where 

their children were born. 

:,rr. Durhwr became preEident of the Ral:ph Durham Co. and o! the 

Pellows-DurramCo., pubJishers of encyclopedias, but in 1929 was 

forced tJ retire ~n -:tc.count C\f ill health. In 1918 they remoTed to 

·~:11n:ette, 111. where trey j~ined the First rreebyteria.n Church. and 

new ]ive. in 1940, at e~6 Chestnut Ave. 

':"hey hnve t'trr:0 chi,~ren; 

!-oro tty :!tel~ , torn June ?.4, l 910; see record. 

Jor..n A:'bert, bcrn t<pr. P, }913; see record. 

::u th Al J ins on, born Dec. P, J 918; see record. 

He gradu-

~.tee f:-on: ::v::.nston Ei._;h Schc01 and tonk a short course in Lewis Inst. 

In ::!.. 901 he entered the em!)J.oy C'lf the 

.I◊t.tll :::. :.~~toa.l! Go. of Chictl.zo, c-onstruction enginP.ere and designers 

r;f cr:-1.i.n c1ev,~ toz·s, -:-ri th wh~r he vrap connected for :fi:fteen years. 

rr. J1:ne 1Z, i_nf"\A .,,..e rr:rrrrie-! A~!T'" ~. 1AacdnnR.1d at Evanston. She 

·.ta& b0=n :::'c~. ~4, : 0 P~ .:-1."t '''r:--r.!~id~, Lone IB]i:ind, ~.Y., daughter ot 

They !'l?de their !iret home in 

:~vanr, ton. 

::r. ::urh::\.:n :!erred his c0mp9.Ily in successi Te ca.r,aci ties as secre­

tc.ry, trcn.t::urer and ~iee-president, a.nd t.ra.veled extensively on 

In :. 9, 4 he orened an offir.e for the !,Tetealf Co. 1n 

:I.on<lon, and. dt.:-:.n_; t!';e f?,~2. anr. w~.ntP.r of 1915-16, Tieited Australia. 

::.:H' t>'? :;ur;o"'e of ::tudyinc: +.heir pr0hlemfl in handling crain. After 
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Uni tcd States ta enta:::- the 'bu!3iness of his fn.thr~-:in-}_nw, the :-'acdoaald 

:::niinecrins Co. nt: Chica.;o;t ,:or.[:trcti-m ensin<Mrs aJ.one si:rniln.r linea • 

.Ai"ter :returnin~ .frrym a.'b.roa.d th-1y .rmrck::Ged a home in ~L'Jlhurst~ Ill. 

In :. 9:;.~o :J. :.)u.cl:az.11 bec3.me prt!.3iden t of the !•facdonald Co. :uid among 

othE)r contracts, :his son:pa..ny 0btained a. :;>P.rt in Sov1 et nussi~' s build-

flour mills, ar.d ir~d:.:.stria:. =11-:>.nts. !{e -;;as also aEJsccir>.ted with 

o.f Chic~o • 

.. e f . .icd J'uly 7, 

TI:.ey 1'12.d no child.::en. 

m-.e received her 

scho,J!. .---~t Gry~.tl:..1 :.e.ke 3.l'lcl :'"o.rJ..:ville, IlJ. 

entered t:te Uni-v. of "':"isconcin, f=or: Thiel: ha recci7~d :he degrees of 

Petpcen ~SC4-1C he taudht cJectrical engineer-

?1·:;:n 1911-12 l:c did grad-



uate work at the ll&as. Inat. of Technology and worked with the Aller. 

Tel. & Tel. Co. in Boston. When the United Statea entered the World 

war. he was made Lieutenant in the Signal Corps on the atatt ot Gen. 

Leonard Wood and placed in charge of communications for the fifteen 

central states. After the war he held positions with the Central 

Union Tel. Co. of Chicago and the Ohio Bell Tel. Co. of CleTeland. 

In 1924 Yr. Potter secured a position with the International Tel. 

& Tel. Corp. of New York and Paris, and in December of that year sailed 

with his family for Europe. They made their home in Madrid where he 

had his headquarters as en6ineer in charge of transmission of the tele­

phone system being installed in Spain. During their residence he 

prepared, aiter extensiTe research, a thesis on •The Telephone System 

of France•, and was expecting to receiTe his Ph.D. in Electrical Engi­

neering !rom the Sorbonne at the time of his death. He died Aug. 15., 

1926 at their swmner residence in Hendaye, France. lie was a member 

of the Amer. Soc. o! Electrical Engineers and a ~2nd. degree 1:aaon. 

ri·s. Potter returned with her children to America but in 1931 

spent the summer visiting relatives in England. She subsequently 

resumed her studies, received the degree ot B.S. at Western Reserve 

UniT. in 1939, and continued to work l'or her master's degree. She ia 

now, in 1940, making her home at 3390 7airfax Road, CleTeland Heights, 

Ohio. She and her three children are members of the Church of the 

SaTiou.r in Cleveland. 

Her three children are as follows; 

John Church Fatter, .Jr., born Sept. 28, 1918 at Oak Park, 

Ill.; in c_lass of '41 at Uass. Inst. of Technology, course in 

electrical engineering. 

~ini!red Eleanor Potter, born Mar. 25, 1920 at Oak Park, 

Ill.; in class of '4~ at· Smith College. 

Jean Durham .Pottei·, b~m Dec. 11, 192~ at Cleveland, Ohio. 
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EDITH GRACE DURHA1£, daughter of Theron and Jennie (Naab) Durham, 

was born Aug. 15, 1890 at Oak Pa.rk, Ill. She was educated in the Oak 
y 

Park schools and graduated from No,..thweatern UniT., Chicago, in 1914 

with the degree of A.B. From 1916-20 she taught school and later 

assisted in the Housing Bureau ot the Dept. ot Labor at Washington. 

On Dec. 27, 1917 she was married by her father to Niles Carpenter, 

who was born 1rar. 25, 1891, son of Orrin F. and Florence E. (HiltJllaD) 

Carpenter of Evanston, Ill. He wa.s·avgraduate of Northwestern Univ. 

a.a A.B. in 1914 and as H.A. in 1915. After their marriage they went 

°'o Cambridge, Ya.as. where Niles took a theological course at Hanard 

College, during which period he acted as an asiatant in st. Paul's 

Cathedral in Boston. He 1·eceived his Ph.D. from Harvard in 1920. 

In 1924 Mr. Carpenter secured appointment aa Head of the Dept. of 

Sociology at the UniT. of :Bu!falo, and in 19~6 was made Dean of the 

School of Social Work. Here a.lso he beca11e assistant to the recto;.,. 

in the Trinity Church ot Eutfalo. They now 11Te in 1940, at 42 Saga-

more Terrace, Bu.t'falo, and spend their summera on an eleven acre farm 

at Pi.ke, in Wyoming Co., N.Y. 

They have two children; 

Elizabeth Durham Carpenter, born Yar. 9, 1922 in Boston, 

in class of '43 at Oberlin College. 

Carolyn Niles Carpenter, born Dec. 22, 1930 in New York. 

MAHG.Ar~T J..:.AY DUER.AU, daughter of Theron and Jennie (Nash) Durham, 

was born May 10, 1892 at Oak Park, Ill. She was educated in the Oak 

Park schools and in 1916 received the degree of B.s. from Northwestern 

UniT. of Chicago. Other Universities at which she bas studied were 

Harvard, Chicago, 1.Iarquette, and Columbia, haTing receiTed her M.A. 

degree in Soeiology from the later in 1929. 
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She has traveled in Europe, spending the spring and SUDier of 1930 

in England, Scotland and France, and the amr.mer of 19:35 in England 

and Belgium. For many yeara she baa taught in llilwaukee, Wis., where 

she is a teacher of English and sponaor for the school newspaper at 

the Eay View High School. At present, in 1940, she ia enrolled as a 

student in the education department o! JJarquette UniTeraity, special­

izing in Vocations for Women. 

She is a member of the Amer. Assn. of University Women, and the 

National ~ducational Assn. She is also a member of the Irnman11e1 Pres-

byterian Chuxch of Milwaukee and has been elected president of the 

Business and Pro~essional ~oms.n's Club of that church for 1940-41. 

She is now living, in 1940, at 1710 No. Prospect ATe., Milwaukee. 

E!IZABETH WOODWARD :DU:HJW!, daughter of Theron and .Jennie (Nash) 

Durham, was born Jct. 25, 1894 at Oak Park, Ill. She receiTed her 

education in the local schools, attended Northwestern UniT •• Chicago, 

tor two years, and took a three year course at National :andergarten 

College. .Ai'ter which she taught school for three years in Oak Park. 

On Apr. 5, 1924 she married Alec Rogers Allenson, who was born 

June 22, 1899• son of Ha.rry R. and :illian {Elunt) Allenson of London, 

Eng. They took their wedding tl·i:p through Canada, Scotland and Englan~: 

and visited the Allenson family in .:.Ondon, where Alec's father ·"'as a 

book publisher !or many years. 

In June, 1922, Ur. Allenson came from London to Chicago, where he 

entered the b-onlrousineas and soon became president of Blessing Book 

Storea, Inc. He waa made a naturalized citizen on Jan. 11, 1940. 

They liTed in Oak Park for a few years but now reside, in 1940, at 

299 Prospect Ave., Glen Ellyn, Ill. They have two children. 

Douglas Eogei-s Allenson, born Sept. 23, 1926. 

Robert Durham Allenson, born .July 18, 1932. 



GEORGE BENJ~I~ Dv'RHAJJ, son oi William C. and Lillian D. (Starr) 

Durham, waa born Sept. 14, 1896 at Newcastle, near Yount Kisco, H.Y. 

When he was fiTe years o! age his pa.ren1"s remoTed to West Norwalk, 
, 

Conn., where he receiTed hia grammar school education. He attended 

high school in South Norwalk and ill Boston, where he graduated fro■ 

Mechanics.Arts High School in 1915. 

In 1919 he graduated as B.s. from.the agricultural college at 
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Storrs, Conn., now known aa the UniTersity of Connecticut. :For seve-

ral years he was retained as instuctor and for special research waa 

granted the degree of M.3. On June 91 1920, he married Gladys Anna, 
daughter of Homer v. Beebe, proprietor ot the store on the college 

campus. Their romance was short lived aa she soon left him and he 

allowed her to obtain a divorce, although her family continued to treat 

hem as a son. During the World War he sened at the college in the 

Reserve Otticera Training Corpa, having been refused enlistment on 

account of hia li~t weight. 

In 1929 he secured tjle position of Asst. Prof'. of Horticulture at 

the State University, :angston, R.I., specializing in genetics. In 

addition to his teaching duties, he assisted in extension work for the 

State Agricultural Station, and was given charge or the college ~reen­

house and flower gardens. 

On July i1, 1930 he married fflorence Helen !!atthews at windsor, 

Conn. She was born Dec. 3, 1903, daughter of Albert T. and Lida 

(Searle) JJatthewa. She was also a graduate of' Storrs College and 

_ familiar-with the circWD8ta.nces surrounding 1Jr. Durham's former marri­

age. In the fall o! 1930 they built a home in Xin~ston where their 

children were born. 

In 1938 Prof. Durham was given the additional title of Extension 

Horticulturalist to cover his activities throughout the state in lec­

tures, radio talks, demonstrations. and services at fairs, etc. 



They have both been church members since youth and are now actiTe 

workers in the Congregational Church on the college campua. 

!heir children are as follows; 

Jiartha Elizabeth, born Aug. 21, 19~1. 

George Benjamin, Jr., born NoT. 15, 1933. 

Priscilla Ruth, born Aug. 20, 1936. 
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DOROTh"Y UA.RGET DURHAM, daughter of William C. and Lillian D. (Starr) 

Durham, was born July 28, 1899 at Newcastle, near Mount Kisco, N.Y. 

She received most of her g~ammar school education in West Norwalk, Conn.~ 

completed it in Boston and graduated tro• West Roxbury High School in 

1916. She then entered the Mass. lformal Art School, .from which she 

graduated in 1920 and, al though she s.oon announced her engagement, 

accepted an appointment as aupeniaor o~ drawing for one year for the 

experience it would give her. 

OD July 9, 1921 she married Allen Danforth Russell at the home of 

her parents in Roslindale,·Boston. He was born 1lay 5, 189'7, son of 

John and Caroline E. (Coombs) Russell ot Plymouth, Maaa. Allen serred 

in the World War i-n the Z3rd. Ambulance Corps, 4th. Div. u.s.Vol. He 

was in a.ll the major drives in which American troops participated, and 

also assigned to police duty on the Rhine in the A:.rm:, o.f Occupation. 

His father was treasurer of the Plymouth Sa.Tings l3anlc a.nd one of the 

town's leading citizens. 

They liTed in the Russell homestead !or awhile but late in 1921 

purchased a home of their own in Plymouth. Allen entered the banlc aa 

a clerk in order to learn the business, it having been in the family 

since its organization. In 1927 he was elected Asst. Treasurer and 

in 19~4, upon resignation of his father, was made Treasurer. ~uring 

the interieri~ng years Dorothy had given birth to three children, main­

tained social and church activities, and kept up her interest in art 



through the local Black and White Club. 

the Plymouth Congregational Church. 

They are both membera of 

In 1932 they built a camp on Little West Pond near Flymauth, where 

they spent the summer month• and where their children grew strong in 

the woods and water. Upon the death of the elder Mr. Russell in 19~9, 

Allen was appointed executor and upon settling the estate, acquired 

the old homestead as part o! his share. After remodeling, they moTed 

into its historic walls, conatucted of brick brought from England. 

They had three children; 

Caroline Marget, born Nov. 11, 1922. 

John Jackson, born May 1, 1924 • .. 
'II 

~Jorie, born June l, 1920. 

JOHN RODS .DUTiHAM, son ~ John B. and Isabella (Rosa) Durham, waa 

born ;lay 9, 1900 at Salt Lake City, Utah. He grew up on the farm at 

Bountiful, Utah, where he received his education, graduating from tbe 

Davis County High School in 1918. He took special subJects at the 
~ 

Universities ot Utah and California, and in the fall ot 1919 began 

training as a marine engineer. 

Durin~ the years following, he made trips to Honolulu and all points 

of the Orient; two trips through the Panama Canal to the cities of the 

east coast of South America; one year as assistant engineer on the line 

between Seattle and San Diego; and in 1924, a.a 2nd. Aast. Engineer o! 

the s.s. Pres. Harrison on her first trip around the world. 

on Sept. 24, 1924 nR married Carol Marie Hanson at Los Angeles. 

bne was born June 1:3, 1900, daughter of Edwin L. and Rosetta L. (Fisher) 

Hanson of Lorenzo, Idaho. They made their home at Alemeda• Cal. where 

their two children were born. John bas been !allowing his profession 

as opportunity has occured, but they also op.era.tea grol.i.p o! small 

bungalows in Marti Rae Court, Alemeda. 



Their two children are; 

Robert ~dward, born Aug. i2• 1927. 

Carolyn R.oaa, born July 17• 19:31. 

HEITI1 DURH.A1!, daughter o! John n. and Isabella. (Rosa) Durham. waa 

bom July 5, 1902 at Salt Lake City, utah. She grew up on the tana 

at Bountiful, and at the age o! twelve took the championship of Utah 

in the Boys and uirls Clubs of the u.s. Dept. of Agriculture for can-

ning ninety-nine T&rietiea o! iruits and vegetables. Her work wa■ 

placed ~n exhibit at the Panama-Facitic Exposition in San ~ranciaco. 

She graduated from high school in 1920 and from Milla .College. 

Oakland, Cal. in 1924 with the degree of n.A. During the following 

five years she taueht school in Salt lake City, Utah, a.nd in Elk GroTe 

and Boulder Creek, Cal. 

On Aug. 2, 1929 she married Dr. William E. Stile•• a widower, at 

Reno, !-Tevada. He was born June 12, 1875• eon of Georges. and Eliza-

beth (Eaton) Stil~• of ETan&Tille• Wia. lie ia a practicing chiro-

praetor in Boulder Creek, Cal. where they haTe a delightful ho.me and 

many :friends. 

HEIY:,N DURli.Al4, daughter o! Henry J. and Edna (Jackson) Durham, was 

born Jan. 28, 1896 in Chicago, Ill. She received her grade school 

educatioa in Chicago and.graduated from high school in Roll]Wood, Cal. 

where she met.her huaband. 

on Sept. 1~~-l.9J1i she married 7rancis H; ·sanborn, who waa born 
- .. , 

Hilla, Cal. 

of BeTerley 

They made their home in li!exico City, Mr. Sanborn being 

a member of Sanborn Broa.,Jlt'ell known to all tourists. 

children as follows; 

They have two 

Dorothy Elizabeth Sanborn, born ( graduated !rom 
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Bishop's School for Girls at La Jolla, Cal. and had three yea.re at 

UniT. of California, Los Angeles; on SeDt. 2, 19~9, married Williaa E. 

Walkup, who was born son ot 

now living, in 1940, a::Jt.lnenix,s uh. 

Prank nurham Sanborn, corn Mar. 17, 1922; graduated from Catalina 

Scho~l for Boys at Avalon, Cal.; now in 1940, in hi& ~t-year at 

Texas A. & ~. College at College Stat~on, Tex. 

:H:E:ffiY .TAMES DUPJIAM, son of Henry J. and Edna (Jackson) Durham, was 

born l!a.y 3, 1897 at Chica6o, Ill. Ee attended grade school in Chicago 

and 6 radua ted 1·1·om hie,h school in ?a.sadena, Cal. He waa unmarri~d 

in 1940, having devoted his life to making a home for his mother. His 

business. but his hobby has been 

the raising of oriental sea fish. 

DORIJT.:iY le.LL DUI'J-IIJ.:, daughter of Ralph J:. and Stella (Allinson) 

Durham, wa& born June 24, 1910 at Evanaton, Ill. She was educated in 

the local schools and i~ 19~1 graduated a.a A.E. from u~rth~estern UniT. 

in Chicago. At present, in 1940, she is employed as counsellor by the 

Zinser rersonal Service of Chicago. 

JOI-rn ALBERT DW-J1..A!!, son o! Ra1ph H. and Stella (Allinson) L'urham, 

was born Apr. 8, 191~ at Evanston, Ill. lie graduated from Winnetka 

High School and in 1935 t'rom Pu1·due UniTerai ty with the degree o! B.S. 

In January of the---f-ollowing year he signed up a.a an aviation cadet in 

the u.s. Navy, and was assigned to the u.s.~.rortha:mpton in April, 19~7. 

On Aug. 24, 19ia he married Jane Batchelder Ives at 1ra1:mette, Ill. 

She wae born Oct. 5, 1917 a.t Chicago, dau~hter of Fdl("ard !.ee and Dorothv 

Y. (Batchelder) Ives. Eer fatr~cr' c r;:otl:er v,a.s a member of the Lee 

family o! Virginia, of which Gen. Robert E. Lee was the most famous. 



In July,,1939 Jclm was appointed Ensign in the- u.s.N.Reserve 

and soon after \vaa trantiferred to the m::.vs.1 Air Station at ?enaacola. 

~la., to tea.ch students to fly. He has the promise of a position aa 

co-pilot with the American Airlines in 1940. 

RUTH A.:.l.IlfSOU Ll.i"T:TIAM, da.ugh ter of }:alph E. and Stella (Allinson) 

Durham, 1.as born Dec. 8, 1918 at Evancton, Ill. She waa educated in. 

the :ocal schools and• in 1940, graduatec from De Pauw University. 



WOODWARD 

Lineage of Elizabeth, wife of Benjamin Durham-of Beloit, Wia. 

~enjamin Woodward, a major in Cromwell's army, left England about 

1660 and settled on the estate o! Dnuabarrow, near Kells, Ireland, 

where he died in 1702. He had three children; Elizabeth, 1662; 

Joseph, 1664; and John, 1666. 

Joseph Woodward, son of Benjamin, was born at Kells, Ireland, Oct. 

25, 1664. He had one child known, Charles. 

Charl_es Woodward, son of Joseph was born at Kells, Ireland. In 170.5 

he married Anne Clemens who died without issue. The following year he 

married !!ary Parkington who bore him five children; Peter, July12, 1707; 

Joseph, Oct. 20, 1709; Benjamin, Nov. 20, 1710; Abigail, Feb. 6, 1713; 

and Judith, Nov. ~O, 1717. He married a third wife who bore hi• an­

other son, Samuel, in 1720. 

:Benjamin. Woodward, son of Charles and ?Jary {Parkington) Woodward, 

was born llov. 20, 1710 at .Kells, Ireland. On Oct. 20, l 7Z~- he married 

Judith Meredith who bore him three children; Judith, May 3, 1736; 

Charles, Jan. 1, 1740; and Benjamin, July 19, 1750. His son Charles 

became minister of the church at i~ells, in which a memorial tablet 

exists bearing the Woodward coat-of-arms. 

Benjamin Woodward, son 01· Benjamin and Judi th (1iered1 th) Woodward, 

was born July 19, 1750 at Kells, Ireland. He remoTed to Dublin where 

he entered the service of the state. On Jan. 7, 1783 he married Eliz-

abeth Grant, who was born in 1762, daughter of Dr. John Grant and 

grand-daughter of_Arch Deacon Grant of Exeter. She commonly attended 

Lady Mered.!~ while lady-in-waiting at the court of George the Third. 

They had ten children; Benjamin, Oct. 25, 1?83; John, Nov. 18,1784; 

Henry Thomas, Jan. 23, 1786; Lucy, Ape. 4, 178'7; :?ranees, Feb. 12, 1789: 

Thomas, Dec. 9, 1792; 7,illiam, Apr. 141 1794; Char1ee-, Apr. 2~, 1798; 



George. July 20, 1799; and Edward, Nov.1.1804. Mr. Woodward died 

in Dublin, June 17 1 1816. His wife emigrated to .America in 1822 with 

her son Henry and his family. She died Apr. 25 1 1848 at Hector. N.Y. 

Henry Thomas Woodward, son ot BenJamiJJ And Eliza.beth (Grant) Wood­

ward, waa born Jan. 2i, 1786, in the Lord Mayor's house in Dublin. Ire-

land. On Oct. 9• 1807 he married Lovedy Sarah Prideaux Grant, who waa 
l1f'f-

bom Apr. 4, 1874 at st. Austle, Cornwall. ..... . Her father, Dr. George 

Grant, was a foremost physician and surgeon of his time. being asaoci-

ated with Sir Ashley Cooper, physician to the king. She brought her 

husband a dowry o! one thousand pounds, promised when she was named tor 

Mr. Prideaux. They made their first home at Bovey Tracy, Devonshire. 

but later removed to Somerset and London, and in 1822 emigrated to .Amer-

ica, bringing Mr. Woodward's mother with them. They.settled first at 

Hector, Tompkins Co., ll.Y., where his mother died; thence to Ithaca, 

N. Y., and later to Galesburg, Ill., where he died !lay 1~, 1859. His 

wiie died Jan. 29, 1867 at Beloit. Wia., in the home of her son-in-law 

Benjamin Durham. They had nine children, born as !ollowa; 

At :Bovey Tracy, Devonshire, England. 

Benjamin, born Feb. 11 1 1811; married Amanda Hargin. 

Elizabeth, born June 10, 1813; married Benjamin Durham. 

:;:ether, born July 13, 1815; married Henry Woodward (a cousin). 

At Charlton Mackerel, Somerset, England. 

Anna Maria, born Dec. 5, 1816; married a Mr. Copley. 

Judi th, born Sept. 1:3, 1818; married Dr. 1,:110 Blakeslee. 

At ?arish of St. George, Eaat London, England. 

Jane,born Apr. 20, 1822; married Sheldon Peck. 

At Hector, Tompkins Co., N.Y. 

Lucy, born Aug. 17 1 1824; married Rev. Bigelow. 

3eorge Henry, born ::ay 12, 1827; married l!ary Hollister. 
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At Ithaca, N.Y. 

LoTedy Sarah, born llay 3, 1829; married a Mr. Kale. 

Elizabeth Woodward, daughter of Henry T. and Lovedy s.P.(Grant) 

Woodward, was born June 10, 1813 at BoTey Tracy, Devonshire, England. 

At the age o! nine she came to America with her parents. On Oct. 9, 

18~3 she married Benjamin Durham at Ithaca, N.Y. He was born Aug. 6 1 

1795 at Chemung, N.Y., son of John and Fruella (Whitney) Durham. She 

died in Oak Park, 111., Apr. 2, 1890. (See Durham records.) 

GRAUT. 

Dr. John Grant, son of Arch Deacon Grant of Exeter, had five child­

ren as follows; 

Elizabeth, married Benjamin Woodward. (See Woodward records) 

George, a physician of St. Austle, Cornwall; had six children,­

George, John, Lucy, Walter, Eliza, and Lovedy. (See Wood­

ward records for Lovedy's marriage to Henry T. Woodward) 

Edward, a merchant of Manchester, :Eng., and a member of the 

court of George the Third. 

William, a captain in the 19th. British Infantry under Welling­

ton in India. 

John, a clergyman of Dunleavy, near Dublin, Ireland. 





New York £amily 6! Durham. 

Chapter v. 

John aat.kina Durham 

of Big Flats, N.Y. 





New York Family of Durham. 

Chapter v. 

JOHN WAT:{IlTS DUPJIA1:, son o:f John and Pruella (Whitney) Durham, 

was born at Chemung, n.Y., Jan. 23, 1797. In hia youth he worked aa 

a silversmith at Tunkhannock, Pa., hammering silver spoons into shape 

by band. He married first Elizabeth, and second Polly Beckwith, 

sisters o! Elmira, N.Y. He lived as a farmer and surveyor at Chemung, 
-t-,:. 

where a son was born~ one o! the Beckwith girls. Evidently they 

both died as we next hear of him as purchasing a farm at Big ?lats, 

N. Y. in 18Zl, and soon &fter ma.i·rying a third wife. 

On , he married Elizabeth Reynolds, who was born 

July 21, 1801 at Williamstown, Pa., daughter of DaTid R. and Sarah 

Reynolds. Two children wr:re born to them at Big Flats. Re died in 

1861, and his wire Elizabeth on ~ay 21, 1896 at Fordham, N.Y. at the 

home other son Charles. Both are buried in the yard of the Big Flats 

Presbyterian Church of which they were members. 

His chil~ren were; 

BenJamin F., born lloT. 23, 1827; see record. 

Caroline Virginia, born Apr. 16, 183?; died May 1?, 1838. 

Charles Alpha I~eynolds, born July 10, 1840; see record. 

BElIJALilJ ? • DU?-Ji.AlI, son of John W. and Elizabeth or Polly (:Beckwith) 
• 

Durham, was born llov. 23,1827 at Chemung, M.Y. His father purchased 

a farm for him at Niles, llich. where he made his home. 

On ~--20, 1c35-5 he married Esther J. Beauchamp, who was born Apr. 

24, 1835, daughter o! ManloTe c. and Yary {Wallen) Beauchamp o! Edwards-

burg, Mich. His wii'e Esther died Jan. 22, 1858 without issue, and 

late in the same year he married her sister, Marjan s. Beauchamp, who 

was born Aug. 1, 1840, and who·bore him a·daughter. 



When the CiTil War broke out, he enlisted in Oct. 1861 in the 

12th. JUch. In!. as 3rd. Serg' t, Co. A., but on Apr.· 1, 1862 waa pro .. 

moted to Commisuary Serg't in the i.uartermastera Dept. Soon ai'ter 

the battle o! Shiloh he was taken with typhoid fever and removed to 

Benton Barracks Hospital, near st. Louie, where he died May 25, 1862, 

and there lies buried. 

After his death, his widow returned with her baby to live with her 

father at Edwardsburg, Mich., where she engaged in dressmaking. In 

later years she removed to Oakland, Cal., where her daughter secured 

employment and cared !or her mother until her death. 

he had one child; 

Mary Esther, born Aug. 15, 1859; see record. 

CHART:?;$ ALPHA. RZYNOl..DS DUI'-J-WJ, son of John W. and Elizabeth (Rey-

nolda) Durham, was bo1n July 10, 1840 at Big Flats, N. Y. Until his 
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father's death in 1861 he lived at home, helping on the farm and attend-

ing Elmira and Dickinson Seminaries. After his father died he removed 

with his mother to Elmira, later to Philadelphia, and in 1868 to New 

York City, during which time he waa engaged in the law and collection 

business. 

On Feb. 21, 1870 he married Sarah J. Noe in New York City. She was 

bom Jan. 1, 1845, daughter o! James~- and Yary E.{Dayton) Noe, and 

grand-daughter Of Gen. Elias Dayton of Revolutionary War fame, an inti-

mate friend ot Gen. Washington. Af'tP-r his marriage 1!r. Durham entered 

the real estate-business in Hew York City, J11Et.king his home in Fordham, 

one o! the suburbs, where his mother died in 1896. 

In 1907 they removed to Roselle, lr.J. where they joined the Roselle 

Park Hethotiist Church. She died , at Roselle and on 

July 12, 191? he ente1·ed the :,.r.;.:. Church Home in New York where he died 

on May 30, 1920. They had no children. 
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MARY ESTHER DURHAJl, daughter of Benjamin F. and MarJan S. (Beau-

champ) Durham, was born Aug. 15, 1859, at Nilea, Yich. While she was 

stil1 an infant, her father died in the CiTil War and her mother re-

turned to the home of her parents in Edwardsburg, Mich. 

received her education 

Here she 
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New York ~amily or nurham. 

Chapter VI. 

JAMES DURHAM1 son of .John and Pruella (Whitney) Durham. was born 

July 31, 1800 at Elmira, N.Y. As a fifteen year old boy he sen-ed aa 

poet-rider~ carrying the mail on horseback !orty mile• up the Chemung 

River valley to Corning abd Bath. He learned the printers trade and 

later established and edited the Elmira Whig. 

On Sept. 13, 1827 he mariied Sophia De La Barr, who was born Apr.~, 
;.., £1._;l" ... 

1806A but of whom no further record has been round. In 1828 he waa 

ordained as a. :'tethodist :preacher with hie first charge at Alexander. 

In subsequent years he served churches in Clarence, Middleport, Uedina, 

IJndenville, Truma.naburs, Fike, ~orth Clili, Parma Center, Benton Cen­

ter, Hopewell Center, and Branchport 1 beside serving as Presiding Elder 

o:f' Cattaraugus District for f'our years. 

He wa.s su:peranuated in 1852 and upon retitement, bought a home in 

Benton Center, N.Y. where he served as Justice of' Peace in his later 

years. He died Mar. 2, 1861 and his wife on Aug. 7, 1863. They were 

both buried at Benton Center. 

They had nine children as follows; 

Guy Perry, born Elmira, July 8, 1828; died Oct. ~a. 1829. 

Thomas Maxwell, born Alexander, Aug. 24 1 1831; see record. 

~lizabeth ~obinson, born liiddleport, Apr. 11, 1833; see record~ 

Mary Northam, born l!edina, .July 241 18~5; see record. 

Harriet Houghton, born J.tedina, June 18, 1837; see record. 

Sophia Emily, born Trumansburg, Oct. 16, 18:59; see record. 

Guy Perry, born Trumansburg, July 20, 1P41; died Nov. 29, 1844. 

!Ienry Clay, born 'l'rm:iansburg, Nov. 29, l84J; died Har. 4 1 1847 .. 

:Slla :Jaria, born rarma, •Oct. 6, 1846; see record., 
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THOMAS ~ll, DUI'~, son oi James and Sophia (De La Barr) Durham, 

was born Aug. 24, 1831 at Alexander, Genesee Co., N.Y., and was named 

for Thomas Uaxwell of Elmira, a warm friend of his father. He receiTed 

his education in the local schools and during two years in Lima Seminar:-• 

At the age of twenty he went to sea in the bark Eugenia, a whaler 

of New Bedford. Seven days out they took a sperm whale that tried out 

ninety-eight barrels of oil that was stipped home and brought seventy 

cents a gallon. They cruised along the east coast of Africa, crossed 

to Brazil, and so on down around Cape Rom. He left the Eugenia in 

Peru and shipped on the packet Iowa, which waa wrecked at San .Antonio, 

Chili, in March of 1853. He then signed up on the u.s. Frigate st. 

Lawrence, which sailed to San Francisco Nhere she received ordera to 

proceed to Acapulco, Lrexico, to see that· Justice was done to the captair, 

and crew of an .American schooner. They sailed into port with all 

hands to quartera, all tifty guns double shotted, and brought the Mex­

ican governor to terms in leas than two hours. From there they cruiae~ 

down the west coast, joined paxt of Perry's Japan tleet at Valpariso, 

and in the spring of 1855 sailed for home. 

After two years on freight boats on the Great Lakes, he again 

shipped as seaman in the u.s. NaT,Y and was sent aboard the steam frig­

ate llinnesota, which sailed July 1, 1857 !or China, via Cape Town, and 

after a terrific tYl)hoon reached Hong Kong in eighty-seven days. They 

visited the ports of China, Japan, the Philippines, the East Indies, 

and India, and returned to Boston in June of 1859. 

Upon a1·riving at Benton Center he found his parents in poor health 

and desirous that he should stay at home. So h~ purchased a black-

smith shop and on Oct. 2'7, 1861, married Hachel Ann Lovejoy, who was 

born Dec. 11, 1843, daughter of John w. and l~garet (Hoose) Lovejoy. 

V.'hen t:he Civil 'far broke out, Thomas enlisted as able seaman at 



the Hew York Navy Yard and was a~signed to the steamer No:twich, which 

sailed Sept. 1, 1862 to join the blockade squadron.of! Charleston, s.c. 
His ship was on duty along the coast as tar as the st. Johns RiTer 

until the !all of 1864, when he was discharged with the rank of Acting 

.iJa.ste1·s Ua. te. 

Returning to his trade he continued to reside at Benton Center 

until, in 1870, they removed to Seneca Falls. In 1891 they went to 

Elmira to enable their boys to learn the machinist trade,· and later 

made their home in Penn Yan, 1-i.Y., where his wi!e died llar. 10, 1917 

and he on 1ia.r. 25, 1918. 

They had twelve children as follows; 

:.:argaret Sophia, born Sept. 15, 1862; died Apr. 21, 1869. 

Thomae Maxwell, Jr., born Oct. 21, 1865; see record. 

lienry Crosby, born May 18, 1867; sef record. 

:.:ary Enn:na, born :.ar. 4, lF'.69;. tied Dec. 15, 1879. 

:Ella Yaria, bo1·n Dec. 23, 1870; see 1·ecord. 

Cady Btu·t, boI·n Dec. 21, H3?2; set l.'ecord. 

John Lovejoy, boi--n Aug. 5, lf.75; see record. 

Cla.ra·rKate, born Jfov. 18, 1877; died Dea. 15, 1879. 

Lula Seekell, born Oct. 10, :879; see record. 

i.I:lnnie Johnson, born .Peb. 17, 1882; see i·ecord. 

George Fagley, born Jan. 26, 1884; died Feb. 10, 1884. 

:.:a~chall Guion, barn Aug. 26, 1885; died Nov. 21, 1885. 

::::.IZAnnTE IlO:BlNSo:n DuTJlAl!, daughter or J"ames and Sophia (De La :Barr) 

Du.rha.m, .was born Apr. 11, 10~3 at 1:iddleport, Niagara Co.,. N. Y. 

On Jan. 5, 187:3 she married Aaron B. Coates. They lived at Seneca 

Palls, lT.Y., where she died J1a.y 5, 1880 without issue. 



MA.RY NOlRTHAll DURHAJl, daughter of James and Sophia {De La Barr) 

Durham, was bom July 24, 1835 at Yedina, Orleans Co~, N.Y. OD Dec. 

1?, 1862 she married Alfred Croaby. They lived at Benton, ll.Y. where 

she died :r.:ar. 26, 1588 without iaeue. 

HA}ffil:ET li:JUGliTGN Dli:-U-:...AM, dau.ohter ot James and Sophia (De La .Barr) 

Durham, was bom June 18, 1837 at lledina, Orleans Co., N.Y. On Aug.Zl, 

1861 she married Jamee~. Aneley. She ·died Feb. 28, 1862 without i&su~, 

SOHiIA Zl.lILY l)UJ~, daughter o:! James and Sophia (De La Barr) 

Durham, was born Oct. 16, 1839 at Trumansbw:g, Tompkins Co., N.Y. She 

waa unmarried, living at home with her parents. 

at 3enton Center, N.Y. 

She died Jct. 6, 1865 

ELLA UAl:IA DUHF..AU, dau.;h t er of James and Sophia (De La Bari·) :Lurham ~ 

wa• bo.rn Oct. 6, 1846 a.t ?arma, Monroe Co., I·J. Y. She was educated at 

Penn Yan Acadeey and took a:pecial lessons in book-keeping and music. 

She was known as a very beautiful girl from h~r ~lorious head o! 3olden 

hair. On June 26, 167~ she married ~~ton M. Rose, who wao born Nov. 

11, 1844 at Fenn Yan, son o.i: .Al!red and :.iinerva. (Hall) Rose. lie owned 

considerable land, including a large and profita~le sand bank. They 

were botl1 members of St. II.a.rk' s Episcopal Church of Penr1 Yan. illle dieo.. 

::.rar. 7, 1918 and he on }f.ay 22, 1923. They had ~ive children, all bom 

at :Penn Yan as 1·011ows; 

Nellie Isabel Rose, born Sept.~, 1874; married :uar. 7, 1go6, Fred­

ex·ick F. Briggs, son o:f John ;.r. and Esthe:r {De La. 1foYJ Briggs; he waa 

a New York Life Insurance Co. agent; they had two children, Frederick 

and Esther; she died Nov. 20, 1938. 

Edward Du.i·ham Rose, bo1·n July 25, 1876; lived at home unmarried; 
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employed as a cashier; tied J[.Jl. 2Z, 1927. 

Fred Hall Roee, born ncv. 12, 1877; in the u.n. ilmy !or :rou.rteen 

years; saw ae~ice on the Mexican border and in the Phill~pinea; ma...-rie~ 

Aug. 15, 1928• Eva Hart, daughter o~ Charles H. and Charlotte E. (Winea) 

Hart of ?enn Yan; living in 1940, in the old homestead and continuing 

his father's business in sand and graTel; no children. 

George Durham Rose, born Sept. 15, 1834; married :uar. 12, 1912, 

BesE:.ie Robe1·ts, dau~hter 01· Thomas c. and Darth& :u. (KcUeal) Roberta 

o! Cof:feyville, Kans.; he n:as in the taxi business and was killed in 

an auto accident, nov. 11, 1923; one child, Charles R. 

Charlie :1a11 Rose, born July 10, 1e87; died Dec. 28, 1892. 

THOlJ.AS llAXWi:.Ll. m;Rr.JJ.l, JR., son of Thon.as M. and Rachel (LoveJoy) 

Durham, was born Oct. 21, 1865 at Benton Center, ~.Y. He waa a. high 

school graduate, a. teamste1· &nd blacksmith, J.iving unmarried at home 

with his parents • He died Mar. 11, 1908 in Fenn Yan, 1;.Y. 

.H.ENI-;Y CROSBY DUFJiA1I, son of Thomas Y. and Rachel (.Lovejoy) Durham, 

was born~ 16, 1867 at Benton Center, u.Y. Ee received his educa-

tion in the local schools a.nd g1aduated i'rom Ceneca Falls P..igh. 

On Nov~ 3, lf,B8 he married Lettie A. Smith, who was born Oct. 4• 

1865, daughter of John and :i:.ettie (lacks) 3mith o! v:atkins, N.Y. They 

liTed in Elmira where he was employed as a decorator, but separated 

prior to 1900. She died June 26, 1922. 

They had two children; 

.Henry, born Dec. 3, 1890; sec record. 

Arthur, born liov. 10, 1893; see record. 

On July 2, 1901 he married Caroline }'.. J..:yers at Tyrone, Pa. She 

was born ·Aug. 28, 1377• daughter o! David A. and Susan~. (Con1'er} 
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A:yera of !,ogantown, Pa. He continued his trade as decorator, working 

in Altoona, where he died NoT. 24, 1934. His wife·cRroline was liTing 

in 1940 with her daughter Goldie in Philadelphia. 

They had two children; 

Grace Esther, born June 26, 1902; see record. 

Goldie liinnie, born Dec. 9, 1907; eee record. 

ZILA. !.:ARIA DURJW-1, dau1;hter of Thomas u. and Rachel (Lovejoy) 

Durham, was born Dec. 23, 1870 at Seneca Falls, N.Y. She was educa­

ted in the local grade and high schools. 

On Feb. 28, 1894 she married John E. Ackerson in Elmira. He waa 

born June ~o, 1869 at Hall, N.Y., son of John w. and Nancy (Earley) 

Ackerson. His business is that of a decorator in Elmira, where they 

made their home. She died June 16, 1939. !'x. Ackeraon was living, 

in 1940, at ?11 Laurel st., Elmira. 

They had two children; 

Verne 1.1 • .Ackerson, born July 17, J.895 at Bellona, 1£.Y.; i·eceiv­

ed a grammar school education; employed as a cha.uifeur; ma:ri-ied Feb. 28, 

1918, Elizabeth L. ra.ri.e, da.ugr.tei· of Tyler and Georgia(Aineworth) Fari.;­

of 1:ranchport, H.Y.; ha.ve two children, Fatricia M. and John T. 

Harold Ackerson, born Apr. 12, 1913;at Penn Yan, :~. Y.; receive•> 

his t:ducation in the grammar and high school gi·ades; a x:usicinn by voca-• 

tion; married May 29, 19Z4, Luva L. Rouse, daughter ot Jesse J. and 

Stella E. {5pencer) Rouse of Elmira, N.Y.; have two children, Kenneth 

P. and James E. 

CADY Et.,'T{T DU~L~ll, son ot Thomas :u. and Rachel ( Y,ovej oy) Durham, was 

bo.rn Dec. ~1, 1872 at Seneca Falls, N. Y. lie gra.dua ted i:rom Seneca 

::!.i'alla High School and lea.rnd<l ~he 1.nachiniet trade in Zlmira. 

on Feb. 7, 1897 he marrieci ?earl Martin in Elmira. She was born 



, daughter of V.artin of KettleTille, 

N.Y. 1'hey made thdir hume in Seneca Palls until 1909 when they 

removed to Flint, Mich., :J. Durham having secured employment with 

the Buick Company. He continued his connection with the Buick plant 

until his retirement in 1930, having worked up through the ranka to 
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the pvtd tion of General ]fu.nager. He died May 10, 19:32 at their winter 

homd in :Hami, :Fla. His wiie was living, in 1940, at 1018 Shore Drive, 

,.j'lint, :Heh., but spends the winter months in Florida. 

They nad two children born in Seneca ?alls; 

:Dorothy, born Dec. 12, 1891J; died ;Jay 7, 1929, aged 30 • 
. 

Louise Martin, born Jan. 24, 1906; married a ~rr. Niccolette 

in l '.)38 and went to Calii"ornia. 

JOHIT :,ov:::.JOY DDRlfA1J, son oi' Thomas J:,r. and Rachel (Lovejoy) Durham, 

was born Aug. 5, 1875 at Seneca. Falls, He secured his education 

in the 3eneca Falls schools and accompanied his parents to Elmira 

where he learned the machinist trade. 

On July 2, 1901 he married ~Ta Battersby, who was born 

daught~r o.t' Patrick Battersby of Elmira. ~e continued to work in 

local machine shops until about 1910 when he followed his brother Cady 

to Flint, :lich. and secured employment ~ith the Buick Co. They are 

now living, in 1940, at 529 Stockdale 3t., Plint. '.i.'hey have no child-

ren. 

Lu.LA ~-:XillI.2- DURHALi, daue;hter 0£ Thomas 11. and Rachel (.:.Ovejoy) 

Durham,·was born Jct. 10, 18?9 at Seneca ?alla, H.Y. She attended 

the local gr·ade schools ... 't.Ild graduated .L.~:om ·<! .. mlra rHeh :,chool. 

On Dec. 16, 1896 she married Joseph w. na.rris, who was born .Tuly 26, 

1A73 at Philipsburg, Pa.., son oi.' Joee:ph H. and ::lizabeth (Rowe) Harris. 

For forty-five years he served the Pennsylvania Railroad in various 



capacities, being an engineer tor thirty-four yeara ~rior to his 

retirement in 19~8. They are now 11-ving, in :!.940, at Z·78 Baty st., 

Elm! ra., ~T. Y. 

They had four children, as follows; 

:?lorence :'" •. Hn.rria, born J.m.r. 20, 1898; educated in grammar 

and high school grad.es; cm :ept. 23, 1915, married Frank P. Seaman, 

son vf "rank F. and Hary (~eckwi th) Bea.:r..en; l:e is a. master painter tor 

the Penn. ? .• ;'!.; have thi·ee children, J.udson, Prank and ".l'Jillie.m. 

3a.chel 1;. Ha.r:is, born :?eb. 3, 1902; died at birth. 

Jose..->hine E. Earris. born Sept. 25, 1904; educated in grammar 

and hi~h school grades; on Apr. 29, 1924, l"!a.rried 1'~a.r1 -'-·• \\hi tmore, 
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son of Viilliam Md Grace (London) Whitmore; he is a .gua:::-d A.t the Elmira 

Re!orrnatory; they have two children, Rugh and Earl. 

t:~a.rgo.ret H. Harris, born July :;, 1906; died Dec. 1?, 1908. 

~a:n:;:r:; .;oEl,SON 1,w-.1w1, dau.ghter of Thomas Jl. and Rachel {J,oye.joy) 

Durham, was born ?eb. 1 '7, 1882 at Senena. ::;,~.11s, !T. Y. She wa.e. educa-

ted in tha local grr-,.de schools :::i.nrl. :3rao.u.-"'.lt"d fr,,m Elmira High School. 

On :?eb. ~2, 190:3 l:lhe married CharJ.eFJ F:. Coates, who was born May 7, 

1872,, son of Robert n. and Diana (Fussy) ~on.tea. Ha is n. horticul­

turist, ownin~ a!Ji.mam :ocated on Kenka Lake, Yates Co., l~.Y. Their 

place includes thirty-four acres of Tin•~•nd, from which their 1939 

crop ox grapes totaled nearly one hundred tons. 

address is noute 5, Penn Yan, N.Y. 

They have one child; 

Their post-office 

Eoward c. Coates, born Nov. 17-, 1903; grew up on the t'a.rm 

which ;:;ccupaticn he still follow6; oc Aug. 31, 1927, ma:.c-ried GeneTieve 

Hopkins, daughter 01· David a.nc. 011 ve ( Truax) Ho:pkins of Gorham, lJ. Y.; 

they ha.ve three chi_ldren, Olive M., Rachel A., and Robert c. 
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HENRY DT.JRH.AJ.i, SOD ot Henry c. and .Lettie A. (Smith) Durham, was 

born Dec. 3, 1890 at 3lmira, li. Y. He received his education in the 

local grammar school, 

On June 14, 1914 he mai-ried !label Nurse, who was born Apr. 8, 1895, 

daughter o:f :~uman and Zlenora. (Crandal) Nurse of Elmira. He is a 

printlng press1ll8Jl by trada. They are now Jiving, in 1940, at 4122 

They.have no children. 

}~ r:::1J.a. .Dt:?H..iJJif, son of i-.. en1·y C. and .!A! t tie A. (Smith) Durham, was 

born J,;ov. lv, 1392. at ~lmira, 11.Y., where he grn up and attended the 

local gr~":m!ar school. 

On :fov. 19, 1912 he married 2rances Bennett, who waa born Aug. 31, 

J8~3, dauJhter of Harry and Sara (Bailey) ~ennett of Zlmira. He is 

a deliveryman ior a Ja.rge ZJ.mira dairy. 

on Route 5, ~oraeheads, N.Y. 

They are now liTing, in 1940, 

They 1:a.ve one child; 

~"ocelia, born ::aar. ?, 1921. 

Durham, was born June 26, 1902 at .Bellwood, Pa. 

education in the local schools. 

Jhe received her 

On Jct. 24, 1922 she married Walter 1
}. Decker, who was born July 6, 

1897 in Center Co., Pa., son of Harry A. and Jenny P. (Hawk) Decker. 

Ee is employed as a car inspector by the PennsylTania Railroad. They 

are now living, in 1Y40, at ?08 north 6th. st., :Bellwood, Fa. 

They have six cilila.ren, as i'ollov,s; 

~:ussell E. Zeck2r, born Get. 22, 1;2:7 3.t Juniata, Pa. 

Donald~. Leeker, torn June 1, 1927 at Tyrone, Pa. 

'}oldie L. :Decker, C(Jl"L Nev. ,1, 1929 a.t Altoona, Fa. 



Melvin w. Decker, boi-n apr. 4, 19Z2 at Altoona, Fa. 

Calolyn R. Decker, boi'n Jan. 28, 1934 at Altoona, Pa. 

Arlene E. Decker, born July 21, 1937 at Bellwood, Pa. 

Durham, was boln Dec. 9, l 90? at Juniata, lJa. She received her edu-

cation ill the local t1<.:hools an<i iJraduated i'rom liii.t. Sinai Hospital in 

H~ilao.e} phiu.. 
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Gn ~:a.r. 10, 1930 1:-11~ Im:4l.'J.'lecl J'ose1)h 1r. Abel, who was born Mar. 24 1 

1901, 00n of AH)ert ;:,. a.nu ::-ranees (Ani.ert) Abel of H1iladelphis.. 

Ee is a.n oii..ice;r on the ?hiladelphia ?ol ice Force. 

childJ:-en. 

They have no 



New York Family of Durham. 

Chapter VII 

Alpha Durham of Tunkhannock, Pa. 

and his descendants. 

With notes on the ancestry ot his wife 

Elizabeth Brown Riggs. 
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Bew York Family o! Durham. 

Chapter VII 

ALPHA DURIDJI, aon o! John and Pruella (Whitney) Durham, waa born 

Var. 21, 1805 at Elmira, N.Y. As a young man he assisted hia brother■ 

in ratting logs down the Susquehanna River and later, in partnership 

with his elder brother BenJamin, opened a general country store in 

Tunkhannock, Pa. 

On Apr. 27, 1829 he married Jane Whipple, who was born Oct. 8, 1809 

at Greenwich, N.Y., daughter of William and Sarah (Adams) Whipple, and 

grand-daughter of Job 'Whipple, a Connecticut ~uaker, prominent in 

colonial history. Jane died May 7, 1ai3. 

They had two children; 

Benjamin, born June 15, 1830; see record. 

Sarah, born Apr. 20, 1832; died NoT. 8, 1832. 

On Apr. 16, 1834 Mr. Durham married Louisa c. Parke, who was born 

May 12, 1809, daughter o! Thomas and Et.mice c. Parke of ParkeTal.e, Pa. 

She died 1iar. 26, 1ai5, aoon after giTing birth to a daughter; 

Helen Jane, born Jan. 24, 1835; died 1lay 19, 1835. 

In spite of hie repeated disappointments, Yr. Durham married a 

third wife, Elizabeth Brown Riggs, on Jan. 19, 18i7. She was born 

Jan. 19, 1816, daughter of Silas and Harriet (Rose) Rigg~ of Succaaunna> 

N.J., and neice of Dr. Elias Rigga, the great misaionary translator 

o.! the Bible. Mr. Durham is recorded in the minutea of the Tunlchannoc .. 

Presbyterian Church as a charter member and hie wife Elizabeth waa 

enrolled Feb. 19, 183'7• one month after their marriage which toolc place 

on her twenty-!irat birthdq. 

With the discovery of gold in California, Mr. Durham went to the 

Pacific coast to engage in outfitting the miners, in which he waa 

moderately successful, but was forced to return because of 111 health. 



Attar Kr. Durham'• death, hia wi:t'e remoTed with her three yow:ag 

children to Reading, Pa., where the children rece1Ted their schooling 

and grew to maturity. The last years of her life were apent chiei"ly 

in the home of her daughter Harriet Lord in Lebanon, Pa., where ahe 

died lfay 19, 1895. 

They had !iTe children as follows; 

William Jessup, born Sept. 24, 1838; died Aug. 22, 1840. 

Harriet Rose, born Aug. 16, 1840J aee record. 

Albert Riggs, born llay 16, 1842; see record. 

Charles Warren, bom Yar. 19, 1846; died 1lay 10, 1847. 

Caleb Wheeler, born Feb. 6, 1848; aee record. 

BIDTJ.AlllN DURHAll, son of Alpha and Jane (Whipple) Durham, was born 

.Tune 15, 1830 at Tunkhannock, Pa. He grew to be a man of fine char-· 

acter, high in Masonic circlea. He died umnarried about 1870 in San 

Francisco on his way home from Honolulu. 

IIAI'-JUET ROSE DUPJIAJl, daughter of Alpha and Elizabeth (Riggs) Durhaa, 

was born Aug. 16, 1840 at Tunkhannock, Pa. When about thirteen years 

o! age she removed with her mother to Reading, Fa., where she finished 

the common school grades. 3he receiTed her higher education at Linden 

Hall Seminary, a Moravian school at Lititz, Pa. 

She married James Lord, Oct. 28, 1869, at Reading. He was born 

May 18, 1844, in Camden, Del., eon of James and Martha (Lockwood) Lord. 

They liTed awhile in-Camden and Reading, but in 1880 remoTed to Lebanon, 

Pa., where Mr. Lord had founded the PemisylT&Dia :Solt & Nut Worlca. Thi• 

company was later reorganized as the American Iron & Steel Co., o~ whicl: 

he became president. 

Mrs. Lord waa a very beauti~ul woman in both face and character. 
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She early Joined the Firat Presbyterian Church of Reading and taught a. 
class of boys in the Sunday School. During the summers she also taught 

boys at Ocean Grove and later formed and taught a Bible claaa for wo■en 

in the Fourth st. Presbyterian Church of Lebanon, continuing thia work 

until her death, Yar. 17, 1910. Yr • .Lord died Apr. 22, 19~. 

They had three children aa follows; 

?lizabe:th p_u~~ __ Lord, born Aug. 4, 1870 at Camden, Del.; 

educated in priTate schools; married 1st., Sept. 27, 188'7, Albert 

Couch, who was born Feb. 3, 1852, son ot Franklin and Sarah Couch 

he was a New York broker; they had one child, Harriet L., born 

July 3, 1888; Yr. Couch died Aug. 3, 1893. Yarried 2nd., Jan.21. 

1909, Harrison Souder, who waa born Oct. 28, 1870, son of Stephen 

and Bertha (Vetterlein) Souder of Philadelphia; he was a civil 

and mining engineer; he died at their sW11111er home in Duxbury, 

J.taaa. , l!ay Z>l, 19~81 Mrs. Souder was 1 i Ting in 1940 in Ridgewoe>q, 

N.J., at Longmeadow, Paramua Road. 

Caleb Wheeler Lord, born liar. 6, 1872 at Reading, Pa.; 

educated at Princeton and Lehigh Universities; married June 16, 

1897• Josephine Chapman, who wae born , 1876, daughter 

of William and Emily (Carey) Chapmm of Bethlehem, Pa.; he was 

associated with the Plate Washer Co. of Nicetolfll, Pa. aa a mechan­

ical engineer; they had two children, James born Apr. 4, 1901, 

and Wheeler born Uar. 11, 1905; 

Lucy Lockwood Lord, born Feb. 23, 1874 at Reading, Pa.; 

educated 1n pri-yate schools with emphasis on the artistic; she 

married, Apr. 2?, 1920, Auguatine Colema11 Smith, who was born 

vay 20, 1864, son of Granville B. and Yargaret c. {Dickinson) 

Smith of New York City; be was a lawyer and interested in real 

estate; he died June 15, 1928; Mrs. Smith was liTing in 1940 at 



ALBERT RIGGS DURH.All, aon ot Alpha and Elizabeth (Riggs) Durhmll. 

waa bom May 16, 1842 at Ttmkbarmocl:• Pa. Af'ter hie father's death 

in 1852, hia mother remoTed to Reading, Pa •• where Albert receiTeel moat 

or hia education, graduating :Crom High School in 1860 at the head of 

his class. He early Joined the Firat Presbyterian Church of Reading 

and sang in its choir, of which he was leader !or JllallY' yeara. During 

the CiTil war he served as a priTate 1n the 11th. and 42nd. PennaylY&nia 

Regiments, but experienced litUe a.ctin sen-ice. 

On Feb. 9, 1869 he married Sa.rah Ann YcCurdy in Reading. She waa 

born Mar. 13, 1839, at Fairfield, Pa., daughter of John King and Elisa­

beth (VcGinley) Mccurdy. lfr. Durham was immediately taken into part­

Jierahip in the drug business under the firm name o-t JlcCurdy & Durhaa• 

which name waa retained during hi ■ 11:f'etime. 

For many years he was librarian of the local library and waa the 

moTing spirit in the effort to pay off its indebtedness and present it 

to the city, which was finally accomplished in 1898. He then bec&ll8 

the first librarian of the Reading Public Library, serring until hi• 

death on 1rar. 21, 1907. His wife made her home with her daughtera 

until her death, Feb. 25, 1~14. 

They had eight children, all born in Reading, e.s follows; 

Helen, born a twin, NoT. 4, 1869; see record. 

Annie Blythe, " It ; died July 12, 1870. 

John YcCurdy, born liar. a, 1871; see record. 

Sally llcCurdy, born Yar. 13, 1873; died Feb. 10, 1876. 

Elizabeth Riggs~ born Jan. 27, 1875; died Dec. 27, 1875. 

Caroline Rose, born Aug. 1, 1877; died Mar. 26, 1892. 

Marian, born Oct. 17, 1880; aee record. 

Donald Blythe, born July 14, 1883; see record. 



CALEB WHEELER DURH.All, son of Alpha and Elizabeth (Rigga) Durham, 

waa born Feb. 6, 1848 at Tunkhannock, Pa. When a small boy he remoTed 

with his mother to Reading, Pa., where he receiTed his grade and high 

school education. He served in the CiTil War as a priTate in the 42nd. 

and 195th. Pennsylvania Regiments while still a boy. 

He prepared for college at Williston Academy, F•ethampton, Jlaaa., 

entered the course in~gineering at the University of Michigan,~ 
, ' - I I\ . ..,l.J{.. .u-/f,~ I. ~-fl...,-,..,,-' • . i-.. /.., __ ,., --<~ J ~c"'/·-..A.-1._ • 

grilchw.ted. iJl·l869-wi·~~-tha. d,er~ce et G-..E. He engaged in railroad 

work, :first wi"th the New York Central and later as one of the engineers 

in charge of location and conatuction of the Texas & Pacific and other 

western roads. 

On May 28, 1873 he married Clarissa Sai'ford Welles at Ann Arbor, 

Yi.ch. She waa born NoT. 6, 1848, daughter of Henry w. and Susan 

(Safford) Welles, and grand-daughter of Re..-. Noah Welles of Stamford, 

Conn., a noted patriot of the ReTolutionary War. 

They made their home in Chicago where Mr. Durham waa frequently 

engaged as consulting engineer and in 1875 entered general practice as 

a CiTil and Sanitary F.ngineer. He inTented and manufactured an improved 

hot air furnace embodying the principles now recognized as essential, 

and also a system of hot air heating and Tentilating. 
,, ' " In 1880 he patented the Durham system of house drainage, and in 188l 

transferred his business to New York City under the name of the Durham 

House Drainage Co. Re originated the modern threaded Joint installation 

securing among other contracts, many large buildings a.nd residences in 

New York, the entire ~inage system of the Capitol at Washington, and 

that of .the city of Pullman, Ill. 

They liTed for seTeral years in Yount Vernon, N.Y., but later moTed 

into New York City where his wife died lla.y 14, 1907. After his wife'• 

death he made his home with his son Leicester at Peekskill, N.Y. where 
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he d6ed Kar. 21, 1910. 

They had f'our aona. all born in Chicago, aa ,:allows; 

Henry Welles, born Sept. 15, 1874; aee record. 

Leicester, born llay 4. 18771 see record. 

Roger, born June 4, 18781 • • 
Knowlton, born Aug. 29, 1880; • • 

HELEN DURHA}.{, daughter of' Albert R. and Sarah Ann (llcCUrdy) Durhall, 

waa born NoT. 4, 1869 at Reading. Pa. Slle was educated in the Reading 

schools, graduating from High School in 1887. She atuclied Tocal muaic 

in Philadelphia and sang for seTeral yeara in the choir of the Firat 

Preabyterian Church in Reading, of which she early became abmember. 

On Nov. 27, 1894 she married Frederic c. Heckman, a Reading aalee-

man and later commercial traveler for the Gulf Refining Co. He waa 

born Jan. 30, 1872 at HanoTer, Ind., son of' ~eT. George c. and Joaepbine 

(DaTia) HecJanan~ George c. Heckman, D.D., L.L.D., preTioualy preaident 

of HanoTer College, was pastor of' the ?irst Presbyterian Church of 

Reading at the time of his eon'a marriage. 

They liTed in Reading until 1913 when they moTed into the country 

at Wernernille, Pa., where she died Dec. 169 1918. He died Sept. 3, 

19~7. They had no children. 

JOlm llcCURDY DURl!AU, BOD of' Albert R. and SarAh Ann(JCcCurdy) Durballl. 

was born liar. 8, 1871 at Reading, Pa. He was a graduate ot Reading 

High School in 1888, and of Philadelphia College ot Phanlac7 in 1894. 

He aaaiated his father in the drug buaineas in Reading and waa a 

member of the :irirst Presbyterian Church. · He had a good baritone Toice 

and sang in several choirs, being devoted to music in its highest forma. 

He died urnnarried. Se~t. 23. 1906• at the age ot thirty-five. 



Jl.ARI.All DUBJLU{, daughter of Albert R. and S&rah Ann (lfcCurdy") Durhall, 

waa born Oct. 17, 1880 at Reading, Pa. She graduated from Reading High 

School in 1897 and assisted her father in the Public Library until her 

She early J oinecl the home church aa had the rest of the f allil 

On Nov. 18, 1912 she married Teunia Deel.man, a tobacco sale&IIIBD. 

He waa born Jan. 30 1 1870 at Groningen, Holland. son of Ime H. and Eva s. 

Deelllan. They made their home in Rea41ng where they now reside in 1940. 

They have one child; 

Jan .Laurena Deel.man, born Oct. 5, 19131 attended public 

schools in Readi.Dg; graduated from Hamilton College in 1934 and 

!rom University of Pennsylvania .Law School in 1937; practicing 

law in Reading. 

DOllALD BLYTHE DURHAY, son of Albert R. and Sarah Ann (1lcCurd;y) Durhall 

waa bon July 14, 1883 at Reading, Pa. 

He attended the Reading schools, graduating from Boy'a High in 1900. 

He then entered the classical course at Princeton University where he 

won the Stinneclce Scholarship in 1902, awarded on examination in Latin 

and Greek, and being the largest prize th&.t Princeton offers. Upon grad 

uatioD he was elected to Phi Beta Kappa. and was given the degrees of A.B. 

in 1905 and A.ll. in 1906. For three yea.rs he taught Greek, La.tin and 

GeDIBll in priTate schools, when he returned to Princeton as a Pellow in 

Claaeice, taking the degree ot Ph.D. in 1911, and was retained by the 

UniTerait7 as an Inatructor until 1915 when he was made Assistant Proteas 

or o~ Classics. 

On June 27, 1911 he married lrary Darland Banta at Spencer, Ind. 

She was born Aug. 14, 1884 at Lebanon, Ind., daughter of Daniel B. and 

vary- s. (Heckman) Benta. Her mother's brother Frederic married Donald's 

sister Helen. 



In 1918 Dr. Durham began teaching at Hamilton 9ollege. Clinton_ 

N.Y., where he serTed as Asst. Profeaaor ot Greek and .Latin until 1923, 

when he waa made Professor, and in 1934 became Head ot the Department 
ot Greek. They were both :members ot the First Presbyterian Church ot 

Princeton and took their letters to the Presbyterian 8hurch ot Clinton, 

where he has served as Elder and Clerk of Session. 

in 1940, in Clinton. 
They are DOW linng 

They have two children as follows; 

Albert Riggs, born Feb. 21, 1914; see record. 

Jlarianne, born Aug. 4, 1919;.see record. 

HENRY W::LLES DURHAM, son of Caleb w. and Clarissa s. (Wellea) Durhalll 

waa born Sept. 15, 1874 at Chicago, Ill. He. was educated in priTB.te 

schools in Yount Vernon and ChapP4qaa, N.Y., and in 1895 graduated from 

Columbia UniTeraity, School of llinea, with the degree ot C.E. 

After graduation he was employed by the Rapid Transit Commission 

of New York and on the United States Geological Suney. During 1898-

1900 he aaaisted in surveys in Nicaragua. and Costa Rica for the Nicara­

gua. Canal CoDDDission, and during 1900-1904 was again connected with 

the New York rapid transit subway as assistant engineer in charge of 

conatuction. 

On Oct. 1, 1903 he married.Josephine Belden Trowbridge at Hacken-

sack. N.J. She wa.a born May 1a. 1874 in New York City, daugh~er of 

AlT&h and Adaline (Green) Trowbridge. Her father was a prominent bank-

er of New York, being Pres. of the American Bankers Assn. in 1900-01. 

From 1904 to 1907 Mr. Durham was resident engineer in charge ot 

designs and constuction of the waterworks, sewers and highways of the 

city ot Panama and vicinity under the Isthmian Canal Commission. Upon 

return to the United States he was appointed resident engineer of the 

Cape Cod Canal in charge of surveys and location, and subsequently of 



constuction of the canal until 1912, when he resigned to accept the 

poei tion of chief engineer in charge of highways of, the department ot 

public works of New York City. 

In 1913 he waa appointed delegate to the third international road 

congress in London, and aubsequently spent seTeral months in the atudy 

of European methods of street maintenance aa representatiTe ot New York. 

His service in the World War began in 191? with receipt of a coDDia­

sion as Captain of Engineers, succeeded by promotion to Ya.Jor, in com­

mand ot the 41st. Engineer battalion which went overseas early in 1918 

and engaged in lumbering operations in the Yarne Talley. He was later 

transferred to the staff of Brig. Gen. Jadwin, under whom he had charge 

of road maintenance on all lines of communication in France, which durint 

the Armistice period involved repairs to about seven thousand miles of 

French highways. He now holds a reserve commission as Lieut. Col. 

From 1919 to 19:36 his work mainly consisted of engineering constuc~. 
·,,. ·-.:,1·, 

tion in Central and South America, including two years in Peru making 

plans for waterworks, sewers and roads; more than five years in Nicara­

gua on the installation of waterworks, sewers and paving in the city of 

Vanagua; and similar work in Guatemala, Columbia and Salvador. 

?rom 1936-39 he waa engaged as Engineer of PaTing at the New York 

Worlds Fair, following which he went to Paraguay to lay out and super­

vise the conatuction of roada on funds loaned by the United States. 

Hia wife and daughter have accompanied him on most of his travels, their 

present home, in 1940, being in Aauncion, Paraguay. 

He is a member of the Washington Heights Presbyterian Church of 

New York, the 7th. Reg. Nat'l. Guards of the State of New York, and of 

several engineering and highway associations. 
} .I "f 

' They have - one child; 

Elizabeth Trowbridge, born Dec. 9, 1911; see record. 



LEIC'ES'l'ZR DURHA.llt son of Caleb w. and Clarisaa s. (Welles) Durhall, 

waa born May 4, 1877 at Chicago. Ill. He was educated in print• 

schools and in 1899 graduated rrom Columbia University, School or Engi­

neering, with the degree of c.E. 

During 1901-05 he was employed as assistant engineer on the New 

York rapid transit subway, and from 1905-14 on the Catskill aqueduct 

at Peekskill and New Paltz, N.Y. 

On Oct. 11, 1911 he married Viola Ethel Hyde at Peekskill. She 

was born June 20, 1886 in Brooklyn, N.Y., daughter or Frank and Margue-

tite (Jones) Hyde. She was educated in priTate schools and a graduate 

of Yale University School of 7ine Arts in 1910. Her father was o! 

direct descent from the old English family of Hydea and for many years 

he held the world champions~ip in long range rifle shooting. 

In 1914 llr. Durham became connected. with the Bureau or Contract 

Superrieioniof the B~aJ!'.~-~-f -~•timate and Apportionment_~r New York Cftt~ 

When the World War demanded our men, he receind a commission aa Captain. 

but Just before he waa ordered oTeraeaa he fell on ice while dri11illg 

hia company at night and inJured hia knee ao badly he waa unfit for 

active duty. He was made Personnel Officer of the 116th. Engineers 

and stationed at Angers, ?ranee. 

After the war he retumed to hia position with the City of New York, 
,t, ,r, _ ... _!6 - .:. _: - ~ --~ ..... /.;. , .. ~... ' 

Among other problems he designed the access and exit ramps to the. West 

Side Elevated Highway and. also the approaches to the George Washington 

Bridge. perfecting the former in a small mod.el carred at home out o~ 

wood which was u.ae-d--as-----t.he basis or the final plans. He was a member 

of Beta Theta Pi Fratemity and or the Amer. Soc~ of CiTil Engineers; 
.... ;: 

.They made their home in Scarsdale, N.Y. until 1921 wheD/ they remand 

to Pleasantville, N.Y., where he died NoT. 21, 1933. lira;. Durhaa con-

tinuea to live,·in 1940, at ~.Roselle A~e., PleaaantTille. 



They bad four children aa follows; 

Carol, born Oct. 2Z, 1912; see record. 

Richard Hyde, born Jlay 27, 1915; see record. 

John Dickinson, born Dec. 23, 1917; see record. 

Sarah Welles, born May 20, 1920; see record. 

!I 

ROGER DtJIUI.AM, son of Caleb w. and ~lariasa s. (Welles) Durham9 waa 

born June 4, 1878 at Chicago, Ill. He waa educated in private schools, 

graduated from Columbia University as A.B. in 1900, and from the College 

of Physicians and Surgeons in 1903 with the degree of Y.D., &rter which 

he served aa interne for two yeara at the Seney Yethodiat Epiacopal 

Hospital in Brooklyn, N.Y. 

On May 10, 1905 he married Helen Holman at Radnor, Pa. She was born 

in Indianapolis, July 24, 1878, daughter of John A. and Helen (Bowen) 

Holman. Her father waa a Judge of the Indiana Supreme Court and her 

grand!'ather, Silas T. Bowen, was founder of the Bowen-Stewart Publishing 

Company, which later became the Bobba-llerrill Company. 

After hie marriage Dr. Durham became a practicing physician in 

Brooklyn and the following year was appointed aaeiatant surgeon at tJle 

Seney Hospital. In 1914 he began the practice of surgery and lind to 

achieTe the post of Chiei" in the hospital ·he bad seryed so long. He waa 

a member of seTeral medical societies, fellow of the American College 

of Surgeon• since June 1914, and President of the Brooklyn Surgical 

Society in 1915-16. Both he and his wife were members of the Yemorial 

Presbyterian Church in Brooklyn, where he died Aug. 20, 1929. At present 

in 1940, Mrs. Durham is living with her daughter Helen at 1629 Westbrook 

Ave., Richmond, Va. 

They had two children as fol1ows; 

Roger, born Jan. 16• 1908; see record. 

Helen Clare. born Apr •. 17, 1911; see record. 



KllOWLTOB DURH.AK. eon ot Caleb W. and Clarissa s. (Wellee) ~ 

waa born Aug. 29, 1880 at Chicago, Ill. He waa educated in priT&te 

achoola and graduated from Columbia College as A.E. in 1901. In the 

following year he receiTed hia A.K. and in 1905 the degree ot L.L.B. 

froa Columbia UniTeraity. 

He received his early training in two of the large New York law 

offices and in 1914 formed a partnership which continued until December 

31, 1928. When the firm was diaaolTed he continued alone in general. 

practice and has been engaged therein until the preaent time, 1940. 

In 1912 he enlisted in Squadron A CaT&lry of the National Guard of 

New York and served with that organization on the llexican. Border 1n 1916 

When the United States entered the World War in 1917~ Squadron A waa 

conTerted into the 105th. Ya.chine Gun Battalion of the 27th. D1Tiaion, 

in which organization he served throughout the war. He went onraeaa 

as a 2nd. Lieutenant and returned as:.Captain of Company c. Sooa atter 

the war he re-enlisted in the National Guard aa Captain of a troop of 

cavalry and served until 1924, when he resigned and aecepted a reser,-e 

commission as Major in the Judge Advocate General's Department of the 

United Statea A.rmy, which commission he still holds. 

on Sept. 26• 1925 he married Pauline Crook at Shreveport. La. 

She was born )lay 23, 1892, daughter of Robert L. and Bettie (Gadd.la) 

Crot~-:1., IDlt,>"~ preTiously married l?hilip F. :Peck by whOlll she had a 

aon Robert. born Jan.25.1915. Kr. Durham has educated hia stepson 

at the Choate School and Yale University. from which he graduated in 19~ 

Yr. Durham has been~actiTe in fraternity work and was one o~ the 

founders and first president of the Beta Theta Pi Club ot New York. 

He ia a member and an Elder of the Brick Presbyterian Chllrch of New York 

Hie clubs include The University, Down Town Association. and .ArrrJy and 

Navy Club of Washington, besides membership in seTeral military ordera. 
Yr. and las. Durham liTe at 333 East 68th. Street, New York. 



ALBERT RIGGS DUilH.Al!, son ot Donald B. and ll!ary' D. (:Banta) Du:rhall,. 

waa born Feb. 21, 1914 at Trenton, N.J. He is a gr&iduate ot Kent School, 

Kent, Conn. and in 1939 receiTed the degree o! B.s. in accounting trOlll 

Syracuse Un1Teraity. 

ltA.RI.AlrnE DURHAll, daughter of Donald B. and Mary D. (Banta) Durhaa, 

waa born Aug. 4, 1919 at Utica, N.Y. She graduated from Walnut Hill 

School, Natick, Ya.as. at the head of her· claae, and is now in 1940, a 

member of the els.as of '41 at Mount Holyoke College, where she is listed 

as a Sarah Williston Scholar with an average standing of 85 or better. 

:::-Jr;-:,;._7i-zTH TROVffiRIDGF. DURHA.ll, daughter of Henry w. and .Josephine B. 

(Trowbridge) Durham, was born Dec. 9, 1911 at Sandwich, Uass. Her educa-

tion was secured in Washington, D.c., in Peru and Nicaragua, and at the 

Cathedral School of St. Mary, Garden City, N.Y. 

C.AROL DUR.HAU, daughter of Leicester and Viola E. {Hyde) Durha.m. we.a 

born ac~. 2~, 1912 at ?oughkeepsie, N.Y. She was educated in pr1Tate 

schools a.nd graduated from !fount Holyoke College in 1934 as A.B. 

On Aug. 6, 1938 she married Robert c. Plumb at PleaaantTille, N.Y. 

He was bom Oct. 22, 1914 at Stamford, TT.Y., son ot Robert H. and Bertha 

(Hall) Plumb, and great-grandson ot Sy1Tanua H. Plumb, Surg. in Chief, 

N.Y. Vol., in the Civil ~ar. His family traces its ancestry to John 

Plumbe, a wealthy ship owner of New London a.nd peraon&l friend o~ John 

Winthrop, first GoTernor of the Connecticut Colony. 

l!r. Plumb, who 5raduated frOlll Columbia ~ollege in 1936 with ~he degree 

of A.B., is in the employ of ~mat & ~rnst, ~ublic accountants ot New 

York City, and his wi£e ia secretary to the president o! the Scarsdale 

National Bank. ':'hey are now, in 1940, mRking their hoae in Briarcli!f 

vanor, u.Y. 



RICH.ARD HYDE DURHAll. son of Leicester and Viola E. (Hyde) Durhall, 

waa born Hay 27 • 1915 at lrew York, l-!. Y. He gre.dua ted f'rOJ1 Columbia 

College in 1937 with the degree ot B.s. and is now, in 1940• employed 

in the New York office of the Commercial Union Assurance Co., Ltd. ot 

London. Re ia e member of the Beta Theta Pi fraternity • 

.TORN DICKI11SON DURHAM, son ot :.eicester and Viola E. (Hyde} Durham• 

waa born Dec. 23 1 1917 at White Plains, N.Y. He attended Washington 

and Lee University and is now, in 1940, studying at Grand Central School 

ot Art. F.e is a member or the BetR Theta Pi fraternity. 

S.AEA.'9" WELLES D1JRHAJJ1 daughter of Leicester and Viola E. (Hyde) 

Durham, Wa.£ bc,rn May 20, 1920 at White Plains, N.Y. She attended 

Columbia Art School and is now, in 1940, studying at Grand Central 

School ot Art. 

ROGEP. DUFJI.All, son of P.oger and Helen (Holman) Durham• was born 

Jan. 16, 1908 in Brooklyn, N.Y. He was educated in ~ri"Y8.te schools, 

graduating from st. James School, Eagerstown, lld. in 1925. He secured 

employment in several capacities including !1Te years with the Equitable 

~ife Ins. Co. of New York. 

On May 14, 19i2 he married Alice Swenson in :Brooklyn, lI.Y. She waa 

born Dec. 6, 1911, daU€;hter ot Albin c. and Selma (Nelson) Swenson. 

She is employed in the Mew York office of the American Can Co. and at 

preaent, in l-940, they lin at 218 Lincoln Place. Brooklyn. 



HEID CLARE DURHAIJ, daughter of Roger and Helen (Holman) Durltaa. 

waa born Apr. 17, 1911 in Brooklyn, N.Y. She attended Berkeley Insti­

tute in Brooklyn and then took a secretarial course at the Y..atherine 

Gibbs School in New York. After completing her education £he secured 

a position in the New York office of the .American Can Co. 

OD Sept. 17, 19~8 she married William I. Scott at Radnor, Pa. 

He was born Au~. 13, 1911 at Cape Charlew, Va., son of William L. and 

Sarah (Ingram) Scott. He is el1lJ)loyed by the American Can Co. aa 

aaleaman in their Richmond, Va. office. They are now lirtng, in 1940, 

at 1629 Westbrook Ave., Richmond. 



RIGGS 

Lineage ot Elizabeth ~ 11a Bl@ga,, wi!e .of 

Alpha Lurhalll of Tunkhannock, Pa. 

EDWARD RIGGS, born about 1590 in ~ngland, migrated to America in 

16~3 with his wite Elizabeth and six children. They landed 1n Boaton 

and settled in the Roxbury section of the town. He was evidently a 

'/If "'-f '"°· Puritan Ly faith and practice aa he was made a freeman i&a 16~4. Ria 
! ~ 

()~f' 

first wif'e died in,,1635, a!tc:.· which he married another :Slizabeth who 
)If...,._ ' .r. ( ' 1 ' 

died without 1£sue in 1669. lie died .ta !ll'JQ~ His children by hia 

/6 

first wife were Edward, Lydia, John, Elizabeth, 1fary, and another daughteY 

__ ~_.~ ED'EARD nIGGS, son o! Edward and Elizabeth Riggs, was born in England 

about 161~. '1lhen nineteen yea.re of age he came to America with hia 

parents. On Apr. 5, 1635 he mari·ied Elizabeth Roosa, da.ue;}l'ter o! a 

Boston family. In 16~? he eerTed as a sergeant in the requot War. lie 

removed his ramily to Yiltord, Conn. in 1640, and later joined with a 

party of pioneers in eatablishin~ a plantation at Derby, twelTe miles 

north of 1a1tord, on land purchased from the Indians. In 1665 he visit-

ed New Jersey with a scoutinb party in search o:t: a desirable location 

on navibable water, and in 16€7 joined i~ the settle~ent ot a ne~ plan-

tation on the oite or the present city of Newark. lle ~ied in 1668. Ria 

children who lived to maturity were Edward, Samuel, Joseph and llary • 
.. . 
~ ·~ BD'WARD RIGGS, son of Edward and Elizabeth (Roosa) Ri~n, waa born 

about 16~6 in Roxbury, Mase. His wi!e's name waa Mary whom he ~ried 

probably at Derby, Conn. In 1667 he reaoTed rrom there to the new 

settlement in New Jersey, he being listed in the agreement as one of the 

•planters• _or original proprietors. He died about l?OO. Their children 

were Anna, .re.mes, ~ary, 3dward, John, Joseph, ~!artha, Elizabeth, Samuel 

o.nd Cha.r!.ty. 



17 
JOSEPH RIGGS, son of Edward and Kary Rigga, was born about 1675 

at Newark, N.J. No re.f'erence can be f ounci o! hie wii'e but we do !ind 

mention of him as actiTe in the first church organization in Orange, 

N.J., where he died Sept. 11, 1744. Hia children were Josiah, Mile•• 

Hannah, liary, Benjamin, Gideon, Dinah, Zebulon, Joaeph, Daniel and Sarah. 
,.. , 

. •. ZEBULON RIGGS, son o:t Joseph Riggs, was bom Jan. 2~, 1719 at Orange, 

N.J. Hie wi!e's name was Elizabeth. He inherited a farm at l.1endbam 

where they liTed and were actiTe in the· Presbyterian Church. He died 

Dec. 12, 1780. Their children we1·e PreserTe, :Sxperience, Elias and Sarah 

:r-;~r,1.:::v~: :uoos, son oi' Zebulon and :3lizabeth Rigr;a, was born about 

1?46 at J.Iendham, h.J. He married Fuah Hudson in 1769 and became a 

prominent farmer and a churchman of high standing. He died Apr.5, 1821. 

Their children were ~liaa, Mary, Hannah, Silas, Nancy, Sarah, .lUiza.beth 

and Eunice. 

SlLAS RIGGS, son of Preserve and ?uah (Hudson) Riggs, was born July 

14, 1779 at ~end.ham, N.J. On Sept. 28, 180~ he married Harriet Rose, 

who was born June 17, 1784 at Southampton, L.I., daughter o! DaTid and 

Mary (Rogers) Rose. He was a man of intelligence and inl'luence; a :farme 

and tanner in Succastmna, ll.J. He died June 5, 1847 and his wife died 

Their children were Mary R., Nancy H., Jetur R., Albert 

R., Silas A., Zlizabeth B., ~dward H., Harriet R., Emma L. and Charles W. 
• I 

·-..a · E.:IZABZTH BHO'hli HIGGS, daughter of Silas and Harriet (Rose} Riggs, 

waa bom Jan. 19, 1816 at Succaswma, 1 •• J. 3he J11arried Alpha Durham, 

Jan. 19, 1837. Her father's brother ReT. Elias Rigsa was a missionary 

in Turkey, and her cousin ReT. Stephen fi. Rigza a miasionazy among the 

Sioux Indiana, both ot theae gentlemen being noted tor their translations 

of the Bible. 






