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MEMOIR OF MATTHEW CLARKSON. 

I. 

ANCESTRY. 

In preparing a biography it is customary and natural to 

trace the ancestry of its subject so far. as the facts can be 

ascertained and creditably remembered. 'rhis part of my 

undertaking has been performed to my hand, in a work that 

leaves nothing to be explored in that direction. I allude to 

the printing in New York, in 1875, of two sumptuous volumes 

copiously illustrated with portraits, views of public buildings 

and dwellings, fac-similes and genealogical tables, under the 

title of" The Clarksons of New York. A Sketch." 

As only seventy-five impressions were made, the sketch 

has been seen by few out of the family; and as the New 

York and Pennsylvania houses are branches of the same 

English stock, I have only to avail myself of these laborious 



10 MEMOIR OF MATTHEW CLARKSON. 

researches to supply a proper introduction to my humbler 

purpose. 

The family is traced to Bradford, in Yorkshire, and to the 

year 1544, in the reign of Henry VIII. There were also 

Clarksons in the county of Nottingham, who had the same 

coat-of-arms with those of Bradford, and which is still found 

on the plate and books of the families in New York and 

Philadelphia. Its description in heraldry is, "argent, on a 

bend engrailed sable, three annulets, or." The Yorkshire 

crest is "a griffin's head couped between two wings, ppr.;" 

the Nottingham crest is "an arm in armour, fessewise, hold

ing a sword, from which flows a pennon." 

Among the connections· of the English house are several 

names of title and note, but none of the forefathers are more 

worthy of remembrance than the Rev. David Clarkson, B. D., 

1621-1686. He was a Fellow of Cambridge University, and 

a tutor of the future Archbishop Tillotson, who succeeded 

him in the fellowship. His first wife was a daughter 

of Sir Henry Holcroft, a family of high pedigree. Mr. 

Clarkson was for a short time an incumbent of the church 

at Crayford, and it was probably his daughter Lettice who 

is registered in that parish as baptized :May, 1652, and buried 

March, 1653; but he was rector of Mortlake, in Surrey, 

when he united his destiny with the famous two thousand 

beneficed .ministers of the Church of England, who surren

dered their livings rather than submit to the Act of Uni

formity of 1662. A selection of his sermons was published 
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ANCESTRY. 11 

in London, 1G0G, in a folio of 1038 pages, and as late as 1864 

they were republished in Edinburgh as part of his "Select 

Practical ·works," in three volumes of " Nichol's Series of 

Standard Divines. Puritan Period." Besides this huge book, 

a volume of selections was published in 1846 by the" Wick

liffe Society." The title of the first edition is "Sermons 

and Discourses on several Divine Subjects, by the late Rev. 

and learned David Clarkson, B. D., and sometime Fellow of 

Claro Hall, Cambridge." The publication was introduced 

by tho following prefatory :.l,(Mrcss, signed by the eminent 

John Howe and l\fatthcw Mead. 

"Christian reader, the Rev. Mr. Clarkson was so esteemed 

for his excellent abilities, that there needs no adorning testi

mony to those that knew him; and the following sermons, 

wherein the signatures of his spirit are very conspicuous, 

will sufficiently recommend his worth to those who did not 

know him. They are printed from the original papers, and 

with tho Divine blessing, will bo very useful to instruct and 

persuade men to be seriously religious." As late as after 

his conscientious secession from the National Church, he 

was colleague and successor of the eminent Dr. John Owen 

in the pastorship of his congregation in London. In 1662-3 

Mr. David Clarkson married again, his wife being Elizabeth, 

widow of Wolrave LoJ.wick, and daughter of Matthew Ken

rick, of London. The Kenricks have been seated at W oore 

Manor, Su.lop, for generations. It is a Welsh family of great 

antiquity, and claims a <lescont from Davi<l Keurick, in the 
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time of Edward III, who was a comp:rnion to the Dlack Prince 

in the battles of Crecy and Poictiers. He formed the Church 

of Ashley, County Stafford, in which a brass bears an in

scription to his memory. In the list of his children we first 

find the name of Matthew, which, with Cornelia for the 

other sex, became frequent in tho following generations an<l 

their branches, to the present day. In tho times when lot

teries were resorted to for tho benefit of churches, libraries 

and the best purposes, his grandson David (1764) drew a 

sum equivalent to twenty-five thousand dollars in gold, in 

a lottery for the foundation of the British Museum. Of one 

of his family we only know what is read on a tombstone in 

Hitohin, I·Ierts: "M. Katharine Clarkson, died January 

11th, 1757, aged eighty-four years. She was daughter of the 

learned and eminent David Clarkson, B. D., who was ejected 

from Mortlake, Surrey, in 1GG2, an<l died in lGSG." 

That my great-grandfather was actively engaged in seek

ing materials for the family history, appears in the following 

extracts from a letter of his, to his namesake in Now York, 

dated December 13, 17D3: 

"The superscription of the letter which you enclosed war

ranted your breaking the seal. It is from Granville Sharp, 

Esquire, between whose family and ours a connection was 

formed many years ago. He hath furnished me wHh infor

mation concerning our ancestors, which will enable me to 

trace our pedigree in a respectable line through a period of 

upwards of two centuries. 
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ANCESTRY. 13 

" I wish to be possessed of some information concerning 

my grnnd, your great-grand-father, Matthew Clarkson, the 

first of our family who came to America, who was, as you 

have been informed, Secretary of the Province of New York. 

I will undertake the compiling of the 

whole, and thank you for your assistance in procuring mater

ials. Your approbation of my conduct on a late occasion 

[the yellow fever] and the assurances which you so affection

ately express, are very pleasing to me. 

"I am, with real esteem, dear sir, your affectionate arnl 

most obedient servant, 

MATTHEW CLARKSON. 

" Gen'l. Matthew Clarkson." 

Granville Sharp, whose letter was opened by mistake, was 

the philanthropist (1734-1813) so well-known in the anti

slavery movements in England. He was the son of Thomas 

Sharp, Archdeacon of Northumberland, and grandson of 

John Sharp, Archbishop of York (1691-1714), who was a 

native of Bradford. 'rl1e relationship of the Sharps that is 

referred to, began in the marriage of a brother of the Rev. 

Davi<l Clarkson, already mentioned, the Rev. William Clark

son (1G13-16G0), Vicar of Adel, near Bradford, patronized by 

Lord Fairfax, to a daughter of Thomas Sharp. Mary Clark

son, the vicar's daughter, was married in 1032 to John Sharp. 

Calamy says that Rev. Thomas Sharp, their son, and the 
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Archbishop were cousins. On the tablet of Abraham Sharp, 

a younger brother, in the Bradford church, is a long Latin 

inscription, in which he is said to have been "descended 

from an ancient family and united by the tie of blood rela

tionship to the Archbishop of York of that name." Ile is 

further described as a skilful mathematician, " intimate 

especially with Flamsteed and the renowned Newton." He 

was in his ninety-first year at the time of his death in 17 42. 

Matthew, as mentioned in the letter before quoted, was 

the immediate ancestor of the American Clarksons. He 

made a visit to New Englund in 1G85-G, and upon his re

turn applied to the throne (William and Mary) for the Sec

retaryship of the Province of New York, which was given 

him. One of the signers of his recommendation was Daniel 

Foe, the author of "Robinson Crusoe," before ho adopted tlio 

prefix of" De." Mr. Clarkson arrived i11 New York in tlie 

"Beaver," Thursday, January 2Dth, lGD0-1, and two year:,; 

later, on the lDth of January, married Catherina, a !laughter 

of the Hon. G. Gerritse Van Schaick, of Albany. By his 

marriage, Mr. Clarkson became connected with many of the 

prominent families in the province, the Van Cortlandts, 

Van Rensselaers, Livingstons and Verplancks. Iu lGDS lie 

was chosen one of the Vestry of Trinity Church, New York, 

and the pew-right which he bought in the first lmillling has 

remained in the family to this day. Ho died in 1702. His 

son Matthew, who died in 173D, murricll Curncl ia De Peyster, 

and from them descen<lml six children, ouc of whom was 
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ANCESTRY. 15 

the subject, of our memoir. Among the names of that family 

we find Matthew, Levinus, Gerardus and Cornelia, as per

petuated in every direction ; the last two are found as far 

back as the DePeysters of 1651, besides a son Cornelius. 





II. 

BOUDE. GRIMSTONE. 

This briugs ns to the more particular history of the Penn

sylvania family and the special persollagc of this memorial. 

l\fatthew Clarkson, of Philadelphia, was a son of Matthew 

Clarkson and Cornelia DcPeyster, both of New York. The 

father was baptized April 0, lGOD; the mother December 15, 

1605, and died l\fay 23, 1753. Matthew Clarkson was born 

in :New York April 15th, 1733. He was married June 13th, 

17,r;;i to Mary, daugliLcr of Tlionws aml Sarah Doudc (born 

Felmrnry 14th, 173-l-f>), all{l grand-danghtor of Grimstone 

and l\fary Bonde. Mr. Boutlc died at tl1c home of his son

i11-law, September, 1782. Dr. I3oude, of Lancaster, Pennsyl

Vtmin, who 11rn1Tic(l l\Iary Bdhel, was a l.H·olhcr of l\frs. 

Clarkson. Her sister, Henrietta, became the wife of Michael 

Hillegas, Treasurer of Pennsylvania, 1775. After the death 

of Clarksn11's fat.her, wliich occurred in his boyhood, his 

mother married the Rm·. Gilbert Tennent an eminent minis

ter of the Presbyterian Church, then a pastor in New 

Brunswick, New Jersey. Tlie fainily removed to Philadel-
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phia in 1743, here Mrs. Tennent died in 1753, her husband 

surviving until 1764. :Matthew Clarkson's will, proved in 

] 730, made executors "his wife Cornelia, David Clarkson 

and Gerardus DePeyster." 

An episode in the family story may be introduced at this 

point in connection with the Bonde name. The histories of 

Hume, Burnet, Clarendon, and others mention Sir Harbottle 

Grimstone as a popular member of the House of Commons in 

the reign of Charles I, Speaker at the Restoration and 

Master of the Rolls. He wns born in Essex, about 15DG, and 

died 1683. In Ward's Edition of Pope's Works the follow

ing note is appended to the Imitation of Horace, book ~. 

satire 2: "Gorhambury near St. Albans, the scat of Lord 

Bacon was at the time of his disgrace conveyc<l to his quon

dam secretary, Sir J. Meantys, whose heir sold it to Sir 

Harbottle Grimston, whose grand-son left it to his nephew 

(William Lucklyn, who took the name of Grimston) whose 

second son was in 1710 created Viscount Grimston. This is 

the "booby lord" to whom Pope refers in this couplet: 

"Sha<les that to Bacon coul<l retreat afford 

Become the portion of a booby lord."• 

• For our consolation under this disparagement of an ancient relative, I 

have received this original epigram from the witty friend who had told me 

of the note; 

" Pope's judgement carries little weight, 

Too much a dog in wit; 

.Accardi ng to his love or hate 

Ile wagged his tail, or bit." 
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The Grimston or Grirnstone (originally De Grymestone) 

house is traced in the English peerage to Normandy and 

tho year lOGG, and the granting of the Grimston estate by 

,vmimn the Norman. Many generations had notable mem

bers of tho numo. About 1580 Eclw:ml Grimston married 

a grand-daughter, maternally, of J olm Harbottle of Cross

field, in Sussex. A <laughter of the first baronet was married 

to A<llord Boude and was the ancestress of the American 

name. Her son John was the father of Adlord and 

Urimston Boullc, who came to Americu. and settled 

at Perth Amboy as agcuts of the New Jersey Proprie

tors. In the "Documents relating to the Colonial History 

of New Jersey," (vol. iii) arc papers relating to cer

tain proceo<lillgs of Lewis Morris and others at Perth Am

boy, one of which is a deposition of" Grimston Boude, mer

chant, age thirty-eight years, or thereabouts." The document 

is 1lnto<l May 10, 1GD9; the name is so written in the open

ing sentence, but the signature has tho final e to the first 

name, Grimstou afterwards remove<l to Philadelphia, and 

the name of his son John is on the record of burials in the 

clrnrch-yard of the Swedes' Church of Gloria Dei, in that 

city, but spelled Bood, which was probably the pronuncia

tion of the day, as Bowd became afterwards. Another son, 

Thomas, was the ancestor of Mrs. Matthew Clarkson, from 

the aifiliations of which descended General Lewis Merrill, 

now of Philadelphia. 

The children of Matthew and Mary (Bonde) Clarkson (all 



20 MEMOIR OF MATTHEW CLARKSON. 

of whom, excepting the first infant, were like their mother, 

baptized at Christ church) were Cornelia, 1755-6; Thomas, 

175G; Anna (or Nancy), 1758 (married to George Dring

hurst by the future Bishop White, July 27th, 1780; <lietl 

1813); Matthew, 17Gl; Levinns, 1762, (married Miss Graves, 

of Maryland, and died at the honse of William Graves, 

Kent Co., Md., age(1 fifty, January 18th, 1812); Cornelia, 

17G4; David l\fattliew, 17GG; Sarah, 17GG, (married to 

Robert Ralston, 1785); Gerar<lus (or Gerard), 1772, who 

graduated at the College of Philadelphia, before it became 

the University of Pcnnsylnmia, in 17no, and diell at St. 

Kitt's (St. Christopher's), in the "\Vest Indies, 1793. David 

Matthew, the seventh of the family, ·was horn in Philadel

phia, March 28th, 17G5; married December 27th, 1787, at 

St. Kitts, Ann Amory, (bom there July 7th, 17GD). Their 

daughter Mary married Isaac Prince. 'l'heir other children 

were Robert, Matthew Amory, Benjamin Hartman arnl 

John William Truxton. 'l'wo of the sons-in-law of l\Iatthew 

and Mary (Bonde) Clarkson were prominent in the member

ship of their respective churches in Philadelphia. ~fr. 

Bringhurst was a vestryman of Christ Church for ma11y 

years, until his tleath in 1820.* :Mr. Ralston was an 

el<ler of the Seeond Pre::;byterian Chureh from 1802 to 

his death, in 183G. lf r::;. Haldon will nhvays be known 

• Dr. J. 1V. Alexantler, writiug of Mr. Bringhurst, says, "whom I well 

remember as the sweetest looking old gentleman I ever saw." (Cor. ii. 2~!J. 
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as connected with the origin, support am] management 

of the "Orphans' Asylum," Ull(l of the" Indigent ·widows' 

and Single ·women's Society," both of which have grown 

to be among the largest and best endowed charities of the 

city. Two of !-.fr. Ralston's so11s bore the traditional names 

of Matthew and Gerard. In Grace A. Oliver's "Study of 

Maria Edgeworth," Boston, 188:2, it is related that "Miss 

E<lgeworth met Mr. [Gerard] Ralston, of Philadelphia," and 

in a lctLcr of lier's about 1812, she wrote "his father and 

mother arc graml, and what is rather better, most benevolent 

people i11 l'hilmlelphia; introduced him to Dr. Hollan<l, 

Mackintosh and others." And in 1835, to Mr. Peabody, 

Boston, "I wrote orders to a bookseller in Loudon, to for

wan1 to yon by my friend, Mr. Gerald [Gerard] Ralston, 

a copy of my father's" Looks; and in 1841 " Miss Edge

worth visited her friend Gcranl Ralston in Croydon." 

A sister of Mr. Clarkson (Catliarine), was married by 

Rev. Ebenezer Pemberton in October, 1739, to Samuel 

Ilazanl who were the parents of Ebenezer Hazard, Post

master General of the United Colonies, 1 i82-9, and grand

parents of Samuel Hazard, so well known as the annalist 

and genealogist of Pe1111sylvania. Mrs. lfazarcl was horn 

in New York .January, 1720, died there 1788 at the house 

of lier son Ebenezer, and is said to to be the first burietl in 

the vault of the old Wall Street Presbyterian Church. 
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'fhe following reminiscence of the Postmaster General's 

official life is of interest liere: * 

"On July 26, 1775, the New York Provincial Congress rec

ommended my gmndfather, Ebenezer Hazard, to the Contin

ental Congress as a fit person for Postmaster, and on Oetolwr 

5, 1775, he was duly appointed by that body the fir:;t I>ost

master of New York-nine months before the Declaration 

of Independence. Mr. Hazard was a merchant of this city, 

and his mother, Catharine Clarkson, was a daughter of 

Matthew Clarkson and Cornelia de Peyster, of New York. 

Washington rctreato<l from Long Island <luring 

the night of August 20, 177G. 'l'he next day the Committee 

of Safety ordered Mr. Hazard to Dobbs' ferry. For severul 

months, the post-office, at least its Postmaster, was not in 

clover. Oste11sil.,ly it was kept at ITet·culcs Cronki;', next 

door to Mayor 1\ hmltttill Storm's, n, mile a!Jove tlto forry. 

In fact it was peripatetic and might easily have been mis

taken fo'r a pedler on a tramp. It had to be near the Pro

vincial Congress, then at Fishkill, an<l at the same time near 

Washington and his movnble hca<lquurtcrs, as most of the 

letters were army letters. On November 28, 1783, three uays 

after the evacuation, the post-office turns up alive and well 

at No. 38 Smith street, William I3edlow, postmaster. ~fr. 

Hazard's first diflioulties were with tho anti-Federalist news-

• from the New York Tribune,December :J, 1884. Extract of a paper read 

before the New York IIistorieal Society,'' The l'ost-Otlice iu Cotouial Times," 

by Rev. Dr . .Ashbel G. Verrui!ye. 
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papers, which he was accused of suppressing from the mails. 

But., by law, they wore not mail nrntter; they made their 

own arrangements with the riders. Then contractors of 

stages (introlluced in 1785) attacked him, since he would 

not pay their exorbitant prices. l\fr. Hazard was able to 

say to the President that, with 1,500 miles of road under his 

care, on a salary of $1,250, without clerk hire, which he 

could not afford without the aid of tho treasury, he had 

mrule the office pay its way-wl1ich it did not do after

wards." 

1n 1877 the Massachusetts Historical Society, in two vol

tunes of its Collections, publislied U10 correspondence of Dr. 

Jeremy Belknap, the historian of New Hampshire, with 

Ebenezer Hazard, from 177D to 1800. 'fhe letters are full 

of allusions to the Philadelphia family, as may be seen 

hereafter. My present object in introducing the Hazard 

name, is to claim, however remotely, some kindred with the 

American painter, Benjamin West. A Joseph West mar

ried an Elizabeth Hazard, who died in Philadelphia, July 

Hth, 1758. John Clarkson, of the New York branch, 

manio<l a Rachel \VoRt. "Eli,,al,cth Showell, wife of Benja

min West, died in London, December Gth, 1814, [according 

Lo Allan Cunninglrnm, 1817], a native of Philadelphia." 

Whatever the connection may have been, it is ev.idently 

rocogr1ized in two letters from West to Clarkson, found 

among my ancestor's papers. One of these was long, and 

chiefly oecupied with expressions of concern and offers of 
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advice for some wayward lad. I copy the other, tho refer

ence in which is to George III, the patron and friend of the 

artist. It is dated London, January 23tl, 1772. 

"Dear Sir-Your kiml letter by Captain Falconer I 

have received, and permit me to return you my thanks for 

it. I am never made happier than wl1en favonrcil witl1 a 

letter from a friend, and I presume others arc not without 

those sensations; but as writing and holding a regular cor

respondence is of so much difficulty to mo, I am the oft.oner 

deprived of the above pleasure, and of course, deprive others 

of the ::;ame-so I hold it the kinder in your writing to me. 

"In regard to what you mentioned to mo in one of your 

former letters of a certain office, there are difl1culties in 

obt3:ining a thing of that sort with me that arc insm·

mountable. I am happy iu having the couute1mnco of a 

certain great person; some little abilities I have in Lhe art 

have procured me that, but the giving of places under tho 

crown comes from another quarter. \\Then vacancies are in 

offices, administration strengthen tltemsel ves by best.owing 

them on their favourites, upon the principle that one good 

turn deserves another. \Vas I to hold a seat in parliament, 

a thing of that kirnl might be obtained with some case. 

"I have advanced with Mr. Penn's picture, and early in 

the Spring I expect to have it done, when I beg to receive 

your commands concerning the Indians' drm;ses. I am 

afraid they never can be l1isposo<l of at a price that is worth 
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attending to. Though they are great novelties, yet few 

there arc that will give money for them. I should be 

happy if I coul<l turn them to your advantage. 

"I much rejoice for what has been done for--[the 

young relative], it <locs you great honour io take care of his 

education, for by that he may be of use in the world. 

"I pray my most respectful compliments to Mrs. Clarkson, 

your brother and family, l\Ir. [Francis] Hopkinson and his. 

" I am, dear sir, your obliged and most obedient and 

humble sernmt, 

BENJAl\IIN WEST." 





III. 

PHILADELPHIA TO PITTSBURGH, 

1766. 

In the earlier part of his life, Mr. Clarkson was engaged 

in mercantile business in Philadelphia. In 1766 he was 

connected with the house of Baynton, Wharton & Morgan, 

and in that year, went, in the interest of the firm, which, I 

presume, constitutes in whole or in part, what he calls 

"the company," to explore the prospects of the opening for 

trade on the Ohio, and the regions of the new West. 

Before entering on the account of his journey as given by 

himself, it may be well to peruse the description of the 

route of tra.vellers in that day as given in McMaster's 

"History of the People of the United States." The con

trast of the journey from Philadelphia to Pittsburgh, with 

the present mode and rate of transit, will contribute much 

to the enjoyment of reading- both our contemporary his

torian and the journal of the traveller, one hundred and 

thirty-four years ago. 
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Mr. McMaster writes:-" From Philadelphia ran out the 

road to what was then the far West. Its course, after leav

ing the city, lay through the counties of Chester and Lan

caster, then sparsely settled, now thick with towns and 

cities, and penetrated with innumerable railways, and went 

over the Blue Ridge mountains to Shippensburg and the 

little town of Bedford. Thence it wound through the beau

tiful hills of western Pennsy 1 vania, and crossed the Alle

ghany mountains to the head waters of the Ohio. It wus 

known to travellers as the northern route and even declared 

to be execrable. In reality it was merely a passable road, 

broad and level in the lowlands, narrow and tlangerous in 

the passage of the mountains, and beset with steep declivi

ties. Yet it was the chief highway between tho Mississippi 

valley and the East, arnl was constantly travelled in the 

summer months by thousands of emigrants to the western 

country, and by long trains of wagons bringing the produce 

of the little farms on the hanks of the Ohio, to the markets 

of Philadelphia and Baltimore. 

"His troubles over, the traveller found himself at a small 

hamlet known as Pittsburgh. The place bore no likeness 

to the great and wealthy city now standing on the same spol, 

and bearing the same name, whose streets are bor<lere<l with 

stately dwellings and stores, whose population numbers more 

than 150,000, and whose air is thick with the smoke awl soot 

of a hundred foundries, machine shops and factories. Yet, 

small as the town was, many historical associations gathered 
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around it. At that very point where the Alleghany, sweep

ing from the north, and the Monongahela from the south, 

mingle their ,vaters to form the Ohio, had stood, years before, 

Fort Duquesne, one of the long chain of posts the French 

erected from St. Lawrence to the Mississippi. Not far away 

was "Bnuhlock's Fiekls," a little patch of land whereon the 

E11glish general had sustained his memorable defeat, and 

whence the young Virginia captain had led the remnant of 

his troops. Just back of the town, and hard by the banks of 

tlio Monongahela, rose " Grant's Hill," on whose summit a 

lletachment of Highlanders were surprised and massacred 

by the li'rench and Indians. So late as 1784, the top was 

strewn with their whitened bones antl with arrow-heads 

arnl tomahawks used in the battle. On the destruction of 

Fort Duquesne the place passed into the hands of the Brit

ish, who built Fort Pitt. In 17G4, at the end of the Indian 

war, Colonel Ca.mpbell luid out the town in four squares, 

jm;t without the walls of tho fort, and named it Pittsburgh, 

iu honor of the great Commoner. It was the centering 

point of emigrants to the west, and from it the travellers 

wore carried in keel-boats, in Kentucky flat-boats and In

dian piroques, down tho waters to the Ohio." 

Mr. Clarkson made the journey from the city to Fort 

Pitt or Duquesne, on horseback, two years after the begin

ning of its conversion into Pittsburgh. From the hasty 

journal kept by him on the way, I procee<l to condense a 

Hnrraiive which cannot be reacl without curiosity and 
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instruction, at this distance of time from its <late. 

On Wednesday, August 6, 1766, Mr. Clarkson with a ser

vant left Philadelphia before seven in the morning, accom

panied as far as "the ferry" (Gray's) by a Mr. Robert 

Levers. Soon afterward he met a wagon loaded with skins 

from the Indian country, and at the Spread Eagle Tavern 

found another with a load of pork for the garrison at Fort 

Pitt and then three more on the way from the Fort with 

skins for Dr. Bond in the city. At noon he dined at George 

Ashton's [Admiral Warren] twenty-three miles from town; 

met a load of skins from Virginia, "overtook our four Ger

mantown wagons," and lodged at the "Ship," thirty-five 

miles. Next morning he breakfasted at l\Iiller's forty-seven 

miles; met three loads of skins from the Fort for Baynton 

& Co., stopped at the Duke of Cumberland, fifty-seven miles; 

lodged that night at his kinsman, Joseph Bou<lc's, in Lan

caster. On the 8th he crossed tlie Susquehanna at ·wright's 

ferry, and at sundown reached Greber's at York. On the 

9th he crossed Conewaga creek, stopped at Stevenson's, half 

way between York and Carlisle, reached Carlisle for the night 

at Pollock's, and spent the Sabbath there, attending Mr. 

Steele's church. On l\Iond'ay "had a long conversation with 

Colonel Armstrong about the Ohio scheme of l\Ir. Hazur<l, 

which he did not seem entirely to approve of." The 12th 

found the travellers at Shippensburgh for dinner, :m<l seven 

miles further at Joseph Finley's for lodging. 'l'hirty hea<l of 

cattle were on the way from Pitt to the Baynton Company. 



PHILADELPHIA TO PITTSBURGH, 1766. 31 

The next morning's breakfast was at Campbell's; eleven 

horso-loa<ls of skins for the company were met at Conegojig 

creek, and at the Burnt Cabins thirty-two horse-loads of flour 

going to the fort, and then five of skins for the city company. 

At Fort Littleton, one hundred and eighty-two miles from 

Philadelphia, four soldiers were posted, who had been on 

duty there for nine months. 

August 14th, the breakfast was at the foot of Sideling hill; 

dim1er at the crossings of tho Juniata, the night in Bedford, 

at George \Voo<l's. "Entered i11Lo an agroomont with George 

Woo<l aLout five tracts of la11d 1 t,Iiroe of Lltom in UumLor

land Valley, aLout seventeen miles from Bodforu, on the 1 

road to Fort Cumberlan<l ; one on the waters of Dunning's 

creek, about three miles to the North-Eastward of Bedford, 

and the other in W oodeock Valley, about forty miles North 

of Bedfor<l, and ten west of Standing stone, amounting to 

eighteen hundred acres, one-half of which I am to have on 

paying him £90, three months after they are warranted and 

accepted in the surveyor's office, provided Ed. Duffield, of 

Philadelphia, agrees thereto in that time." 

On the lGth "baito<l at tho foot of the Alleghany moun

tains at Higgins' ; on the hill met a party of Indians en

camped, under the command of Captain Green, gathering 

and drying huckleberries; got to Atkin's at Stony creek and 

lodged there." 

The next day, though Sunday, found the traveller baiting 

at McMahon's, dining in Ligonier at Bonjour's, and lodging 
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at \Vm. Proctor's at the Twelve-mile run. "Proctor gave me 

a location of some Jand upon the head-draughts of the Fifteen 

mile run from Ligonier, between that and Pittsburgh, about 

four miles up the stream from the road, above one thousand 

acres. I observed an excellent parcel of land in the Nine

mile run from Ligonier, which lies beyond the creek and 

extends along the road for a mile or more, and down the 

creek which runs to the southward from the road. On the 

creek Proctor tells me there is excellent bottom." 

August 18. At Byerly's Brush-rnn, and crossing of Turtle 

creek. "A bout a mile after passiug tlie first crossing of this 

creek you pass through the finest hmd I ever saw, being a 

continued bottom, prodigiously rich, covered with locust, 

black walnut, &c., and continues of that quality till after I 

passed the house where I dined." Fort Pitt was reached that 

evening, twelve days since starting from home. 'l'he fort or 

town seems to have been the main point of his business, and 

the concentration of "the Company's" plans for the Ohio 

trade. 'fhe entries on the journal tell of ship yards, four 

boats finished and three on the stocks. The officers named 

were Major Murray, Captain Belmeavis, Lieut . .McCoy, 

McIntosh, Charles aud George Grant, Hall, Dr. Murdoch, 

Mr. McCleggan the Chaplain, John Rei<l, Commissary. 1\fr. 

Clarkson was employed in examining and reporting the con

dition of the store and the general enterprise, makiug a 

draught of the Ohio, and inspecting the opportunities of 

securing the benefit of the probable rise iu the price of laud. 
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l•'or example, he dcs<:ribcs l\lr. CroghaJt'8 place, four miles 

from tho fort up tl1e Alleghany, :is an excellent piece of land 

or rid1 bottom, extending from t.lte fort to the place, bounded 

by a ridge of hills of the <lislan<:e of less than a mile from 

the river. "Above Mr. Croglrnn 's is an Indian settlement 

or the Mi11gocs. On our return fruH1 l'roghan'r,; found Kay

ashuta, a Seneca chief, who had been with Mr. Jennings to 

tlie Illinois, and returned with a packet from the Commander 

at Fort Chartres to Mnj()I' .l\1 mrny. J fiJHl by the advices 

ll1at provisions wore very sean'.o and 1lenr; Indian flour five 

pounds sterling per hm,dred, aml ordinary meat three 

shillings a pound. The French, on the opposite side of the 

river in plenty. Indians somewhat unruly. The Ottowas 

had ta.ken n soldier prisoucr at half a mile from the fort. 

Kayashuta and his party had been after them and discovered 

their trucks, but conl<l not come up to them." 

Then we have an account of an altercation with some one 

who had given directions contrary to C:larkson's in appro

priating a boat to his private use all(} fitting it up with a 

cabin. The position taken by Clarkson shows that he was 

superior in authority at the place and that any interference 

was a "calling in question the charge with which I am en

trusted by the company." 

Ou Sunday August 24th, Mr. Clarkson heard the Chaplain 

McCleggan preach to the soldiers in the Irse language which 

ho used on alternate Sabbaths with the English. 

The mail operations of the time may be conjectured by 
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such entries as: "delivered the letters from the Illinois with 

those I wrote, to the commanding officer to forward by the 

express who sets off directly with the monthly returns. They 

are forwarded by soldiers to Shippenshurgh, where they are 

put in the Post Office and forwarded to Philadelphia. The 

returns are made up the 2--Hh of every month." 

On the 25th," Kaya:;huta ca1~1e to sec me with Mill.:hell 

the interpreter. I inquired of him whether he would be 

willing to go down with me to Fort Chartres. He said he 

had no objection, but that he must first go and see his family 

at the White Mingo Town; he would go and warm the 

hearts of his nation and know how things stood with them. 

For this purpose he wanted :L couple of bottles of rum. He 

says that the Indians along the river are friendly except the 

Ouatomies, who endeavour to make uneasiness. He will in

form me of what passes among his people as soon as he re

turns, which will be shortly." 

On the 26th the diary begins to speak of employing men 

for the batteau-service, and other preparations for loading 

the boats to go down tho river. Among tlie freight wrro "a 

number of casks of liquors." The 28th fonwl the cargo 

going into the two boats, and bakers making biscuit. " Much 

troubled with a set of unruly fellows of l3allcnmmon." The 

boats got off the next day "with a favourable current and 

plenty of water." 

We meet with the Indians again on the 30th, when" Cap

tain Murray had a conversation with Kayashuta, the white 
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:Mingo, and sundry other Six-nation chiefs. They showed a 

couple of strings of wampum which they said Mr. Croghan 

had delivered at Scioto, arnl was sent to the Indians of the 

8ix nations that are settled about the Ohio, desiring them to 

be strong and to sit still until he returned. Those strings, 

they said, they had accepted, and as they engaged not to 

stir, desired Captain Murray to furnish them with some 

powder, lead, &c. They likewise conversed about the white 

people who are settled on their lands at Redstone creek, of 

which they had formerly complained, and whom Murray 

had sent to remove, but was prevented by some of the 

Indians. He now told them that if they would send some 

of their people with such a detachment as he would order 

up to remove the intruders he would do it. This they at 

length agreed to, only four houses excepted, which the 

Imliaus desire may remain to furnish their young men arnl 

warriors with corn, &c., as they pass and repass." 

On the 1st of Scptemher Clarkso11 rode with Murray, 

McCoy and Hall to view Braddock's fiehl, but they "could 

discover nothing of the ruins of that campaign on account 

of the thickness of the weeds." Wagons came with fresh 

goods for transportation down the river; Clarkson prepared 

for goi11g with them accompanied by Kayashuta and 

C!taqncttite, allowi11g them forty bucks each for their ser

vice. Hugh McSwain, also was hired as an interpreter at 

twelve dollars a month. But going in a small boat to the 

lower encl of Shortier's Island, to rn,certain the depth of 
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water, it was found too shoal to get over. On his return lie 

found the cooper's shop, with all the stuff and some barrel:-i 

burnt up aw] leaving him without other means of procuring 

casks for the flour, or a barrel of provisions. 'fl1is reconl 

was made Friday, September Gth, in the evening: " l\[r. 

Beatty and Mr. Duffield arrived on a message among the 

Indians to preach the gospel. Supper with them at the 

mess." 

'l.'hese Missionaries were the Rev. Charles Beatty, pastor 

of the Presbyterian church of Neshaminy, Pennsylvania, 

and the Rev. George Duffield, pastor at Carlisle. Dr. 

Franklin who knew nfr. Beatty, as elm.plain of the troops 

sent to the defence of north-western Pennsylvania in 1755, 

tells the story that when the chaplain complained of the 

men's neglect of his ministratio11s, tho pldlosoplior aclvii;od 

him to have their gill of rum sorvO(l "only ju,.;t aft.or 

prayers," which proved a successful tlevicc, "so iliat" said 

the Doctor, "I think this method preferable to the pmiislt

ment inflictc<l by some military Jaws for nou-atternluuce on 

divine service." Mr. Beatty was present at the coronatio11 

of George III, (1760) and rcecivecl from the now king a 

donation to the fund for tltc relief of poor Presbyterian 

ministers, for procming aid to which his Synod had sent 

him to England. 

Mr. Duffield, i11 conjnuction with Bi::;lwp White of ihe 

Episcopal church, was a clwplain of tl1e Colonial Congress 

in Philadelpl1iu. lie was at that lime pa,;Lor of the 'l'hil'd 
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Presbyterian church there, and President John Adams was 

an attendant on his ministry. When (1766) the Synod de

termined to ascertain the religious condition of the Indian 

tribes on tho western frontier, Mr. Duflicld and Mr. Beatty 

were selected for the mission. 'l'hey went as far as the chief 

town of the Delawares, on the Muskingum, one hundred and 

thirty miles beyond Fort Pitt, and returned in the end of 

September. 

Mr. Clark.son's minute of Sunday, September 7th, is: "Mr. 

Bcaity prcache<l this morning in the fort, and Mr. Duffield 

in tho town. Dinc,1 with them at the mess. Afternoon 

went to hear Mr. Beatty in the town." nlr. Ueatty's mem

orandum in his own journal was: "At the invitation of Mr. 

McLagan, preached in the forenoon to tho garrison in the 

fort, while Mr. Duffield, at the same time, preached to the 

people who Jive in some kind of a town without the fort, 

to whom I also preachc,l in the afternoon. The audience 

were very attentive and much engaged." Both of the min

isters wrote narrn,tives of their mission. Mr. Beatty's was 

published in London 1768, and in Edinburgh 17D8, extracts 

from wliich are given in the history of the Neshuminy 

cl1urd1, by Rev. D. K. Turner, Philadelphia, 187G; also, in 

Sprague's "Annals of the American Pulpit," vol. iii, 122-128. 

To return to Mr. Clarkson's journal: on the 9th Septem

bct·, he "went with 1fr. McCoy over the ri vcr, to Coal IIill, 

from which there is a most beautiful prospect of the fort 

and the laud a<ljaccllt, with part of the Alleghany River. 
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On the top of the hill is a level spot of excellent land, the 

ground covered over with pea vines and plentifully 

timbered with hickory, etc." Here he again met and 

dined with the missionaries, and records "that in the even

ing Mr. Duffield preached in the town a very judicious and 

alarming discourse." 'f11c motive to the "alarming" feature 

of the sermon may perhaps be found in the next line, 

"sixteen kegs of spirits arrived on pack-horses." 
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I I ere the <liary ceases as to daily dclail8. N 0Llti11g i8 tol<l 

of the 11ext two months besides "Tuesday, September 16, 

embarked from Fort Pjtt_" The next record is "November 

2(i, Mons. Maisonville i11form8 me that one Bolon, from 

Detroit, was at Paeontel ('?) about thirty leagues from Fort 

Port Vincennes, where he had bought a parcel of goods, 

which he sold at the prices, or told Maisonville he had 

orders to sell at, a blanket of two and one-half pojnts, for 

three raccoons or two beavers." 

Then follow these short memorandums; they show some 

additional features of the ol<l time: "December 11th, 

17GG. The boats arriYcd at Fort Chartres from the mouth 

of the Ohio. Boats went from Fort Chartres to Kaskaskia, 

December 13. I went to Kaskaskia December 16, returned 

December· 21. December lli, a number of Osages and 

Mingo Indians came to the Fort; ha<l 80tne trade with 

them. Dceembcr 28, another party of Osages came, about 

fifteen iu number. Tawanahah, the chief Shakenah, an 
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ol<l man, who interpretecl into tlie Illinois language; Sakos

hinga, another Indian." 

" Mons. Geredot, the el<ler, who has been a trader for 

many years, among most of the Indian nations about the 

river Mississippi informed me that the Osage8 live· on a 

river of the same llame, ,vliich falls into the Missouri from 

the southward, at the distance of about sixty leagues from 

its conflux with the Mississippi; tl1at they have about 

men capable of bearing arms. Ho says they liavo a feast 

which they generally celebrate about the month of March; 

then they bake a large cake of three or four feet diameter 

and two or three inches thickness. This is cut into slices 

from the centre, and the principal chief or warrior arises 

and advances to the cake, when he declares his valour and 

recounts his nolJlo actions. If he is not contradicted, or 

none has aught to allege against him, he takes a picec of 

the cake and distributes it amoug the young boys of tlie 

nation, repeating to them his exploits and exhorting to 

imitate them. Another then approaches, and in the same 

manner recounts his achievements and proceeds as before. 

Should any attempt to take of the cake to whose character 

there is the least exception, he is stigmatized and set aside 

as a poltroon." 

A set of looser notes gives some particulars that furnish 

incidental information of the state of what was tltcn as a 

foreign country to the Atlantic coast. "January 13, 17G7, 

I went to Kaska~kia. January 15, bought at Mons. La-
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grange's auction, one snuff-box and spying glass, 44 liv. 

(livres); two Indian calumet staves and an otter pouch, 18 

liv. January 22, ngrcc<l with .Mons . .Tunics to furnish us 

with bread for the family use, that is to say, he is to give 

0110 hundred and twenty bread for one hundred flour, and 

I am to pay him besides, 5 livres a hundred. 23d, carried 

from Kaskaskia to Fort Chartres, six broad and fourteen 

narrow arm-bands. 27th, sent Slmwang .Tack and Capt. 

<3reenway with letters to Capt. Smith at the mouth of the 

Ohio. 30th, wont to Kaskaskia with Col. Colo. The boats 

from New Orleans, of tho largest size, curry about eighty 

hogsheads of claret'; twenty-two to twenty-four men who 

have 400 livres each, and three months are accounted a 

good passage. A hogshead of claret on freight pays 300 

livres. February 17, John Irwin set off for Fort Pitt with 

Louis Richard, a Frenchman, who is to conduct him to the 

post for 150 livres. February 18, l\fr. Pitman informed 

me that old Mons. Lacoudray told him this morning that 

ho had hoard the Indians designed to strike tho English 

this spring." 

Under February 28, is an inventory of what is calkd, 

"silver truck" left with him, which shows some of the 

materials of trade with Irnlians; they were small crosses, 

nose crosses, long and short drop nose aml hair bobs, 

broaches, rings, armbarn]s, scalloped and plain wristbands, 

half-moons, moons and large gorgets, hair plates. He filled 

several pages of his note-book ,vith an Osage-English vo-
6 
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cabulary, other pages with a detail of distances from Fort 

Pitt to Pensacola, by the way of Muskingum, falls of Ohio, 

mouth of Ohio, Natcher., New Odeans, making two thou

sand, five hundred and forty miles. 

It may not be without use to record the customary articles 

of trade at Chartres in the old time-certainly amusing 

when compared with those of onr <lay at 1.110 same locality. 

\Ve read of " four raccoons equal to two foxes or two cats," 

dressed buckskin, dressed does, otter, bear skin, fisher, 

minks, beaver. Peltry, to deal with the French, consisted of 

beaver, dressed leather, otter, red or short hair bnckski11s, 

muskrats, wolves, panthers, martins, fishers, minks. In the 

liquid line we find shrub, West India and New Eng1an<l rum. 

Not that the people of that remote region were, any more 

than their opulent descendants, strangers to luxuries, even 

exotic ones, in their Jiving and commerce. 'l'liey had their 

olives, capers, mushrooms, Rhenish wines. The b]ell(1illg 

of the elegant with the essential, in the nascent civilization, 

might be thought symbolized in the miscellany of Mr. 

Clarkson's saddle bags at Pittsburgh, the inventory of 

which began with ruffled shirts, silk stockings, kid gloves, 

and ended with gimlet, pliers, pruning knife, screw driver, 

tinder-box, pistol. 



v. 

OCCUPATIONS. 

In 17!il:l, Mr Clarkson was engaged in some work which 

his memorandums call "viewing, levelling and surveying 

the ground between Chesapeake and Delaware bays." This 

employed him from May 23 to 30. The first entry is "May 

23, 17GO, 'fuesday, left Philadelphia at quarter past six, in 

company with Mr. R. Hoopes; dined at Newcastle; at half

past seven arrived at ·Witherspoon's, where we met with 

.John Lukens, Esq., Surveyor-General, John Sellers, of 

Darby and John Stapler, of Wilmington." He was often 

interested in work of this kirnl, as" February 7, 1774, Mr. 

Luke Morris and Artr. [Arthur] Donaldson measured from 

south si<le of Almond street on the ice to ·windmill Island." 

His papers show that he was more than a mechanical sur

veyor, being abundant in mathematical, astronomical, 

navigation and gauging problems and calculations done 

in the neatest style of penmanship and drawing. 

Mr. Clarkson must have been one of those prominent, 

practical and popular citizens, who are judged, in a better 
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than the modern political meaning, as "available" for 

responsible positions. 'l'hcir character is their accepted 

credentials. He probably returned from his western expe

dition soon after the time of the latest quotations from his 

journal. I find in the newspapers of 1770, an advertisement 

showing that he had an office in Arch Street, and describing 

his employment as "Notary and 'I'abellion Public." The 

disused title of Tabellion is defined as that of'' au officer in 

the civil law, whose functions are similar to those of .the 

modern notary," (Burrill's Law Dictionary). It was, there

fore a public appointment, an<l not merely another 11nmc 

for scrivener. In 1774 his name was on the list of six 

'' Notaries Public." August, 20th 1771 he was commis

sioned a Justice of the Court of Common Pleas, Quar

ter Sessions and Orphans' Court. .April 27th, 1772, ho 

is on Mr. Martin's List (' Bench arnl Bar') of ".T uslices, 

specially commissioned as Justices of the Common Pleas, 

as one of the Notaries Public, to assist them in their office." 

In 1776, by ordinance of the convention of Pennsylvania 

of September 3d, his name is on the same list of Justices 

of the Philadelphia county Courts, with Dr. Franklin, 

John Dickinson, John Cadwalader and others of like 

prominence. In 1773 and after, he was Clerk of the Phila

delphia Contributionship Insurance Company, and a stoek

holder and director of the Library Company of Philadelphia, 

often called the Franklin Library from one of its most 

efficient founders. April 10th, 177G, he was appointed 
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Marshal of the Admiralty of the United States, for Pennsyl

vania, and in consequence of that appointment, he resigned 

another ollico-an A\l(litor of the Accounts of the Main 

Army. The invitations to the funornl of George Ross, 

Judge of the Admiralty, July 14th, 1779, are signed "Mat

thew Clarkson, Marshal, Andrew Robeson, Register." In 

1780, he was one of the original stockholders of the Bank of 

Pennsylvania, his investment being two thousand, five 

hundred pounds, currency; the immediate object of the 

institution being "for furnishing a supply of provisions for 

tho armies of the Unite<l States." 

The following explanation of this measure 1s found in a 

Philadelphia newspaper of 1787 : 

" At a critical period of the revolutionary war when there 

was great di/Iiculty in procuring supplies for the American 

army, and when there was great rlangor of dissolution for 

want of provisions to keep it together, a number of patriotic 

gentlemen gave their bonds to the amount of 260,000 pounds 

sterling, in gold and silver, for procuring them. The pro

visions were procured, the army supplied and kept together, 

and as a consequcnco of this act of patriotism, our independ

ence was achieved. 

" In order that Lhe names of those choice spirits may not 

be forgotten, we select the present occasion to hand them 

clown to this generation. Let their memories be cherished 

in the fondest recollection." 
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Then follow eighty-two names, and among them: 

Matthew Clarkson, -

Gerardus Clarkson, -

- ,£2500 

2000 

"It is a page in our national history, one most gratifying 

to the citizens of Philadelphia, and especially to those who 

inherit the names of these worthies." 

On the 19th of February, 1785, the Legislature of the 

state elected two delegates to the Congress of the United 

States. In the journal of that body, New York, April 

21st, 1785, is this minute: "Mr. Davi<l Jackson, a delegate 

from Pennsylvania, attended and produced credentials 

by which it appears that on the 10th day of February, 

1785, the Hon. Matthew Clarkson and David Jackson, 

Esq's., were elected delegates to represent said State in the 

Congress of the United States for tho present year;" Lnt I 

find no record of Mr. Olarkson's taking his seat, nor of his 

name in the daily calls of ayes and nays. :Mr. Jackson's 

name, as present, first appears in the journal of May 19th. 

I conclude that ~fr. Clarkson declined the place; perhaps 

on account of holding the office of Marshal, and Congrcs,; 

having its sessions out of Philadelphia. .iWr. James Wilson 

was elected from Pennsylvania, April 7, 1785, an<l appeared 

in Congress April 26th, having probably been chosen in 

Clarkson's place, and holding, as has been said of him, in 

that body, the first name '· among the ablest men of the 

country." 
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In 1790 Clarkson was a Commissioner of Bankruptcy in 

his State, in association with :Major Lenox, Richard Bache, 

Peter Daynton and George Hughes. In ,January, 1794, he 

was clectecl one of the Directors of the Bank of the United 

States. 

In the history of the N cw York family, Colouel, afterwards 

General Matthew Clarkson is said to have entered into part

nership with John Vanderbilt for the purpose of engaging 

in trade with Holland; and their correspondents in Amster

dam were t.110 wealthy and highly respectable firm of Daniel 

Crommelin & Sons ; and meeting with success, gradually 

extended their business to England, France and Spain. 
1

Two other mercantile houses in which different members of 

the family were interested, were established ·about the same 

time (1785), one of these, under the name of Van Horne & 

Clarkson, was composed of Gr,rrit Van Horne and his brother

in-law, David M. Clarkson; the other, in which the brothers 

of the Colonel were associated, was known as Freeman,Streat

field & Leviuus Clarkson. Colonel Cln.rkson's partnership 

was afterward dissolved, and he became connected with his 

brother's firm, subsequently known as S. & L. Clarkson & Co. 

My great-grandfather bad some connection with the busi

ness of these prosperous merchants, as his accounts show pay

ments to Crommelin & Sons to the amount of more than 

$50,000. 'rhat he had some interest in foreign commerce 

transpires from such notes as these, made by a relative of 

his, a contemporary iu the same business: In 1801 "the brig 
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Franklin, for St. Bartholomew's, was loaded by M. Clarkson 

for account of himself and two others. Brig 

George, from St. Bartholomew's: by tliis and other vessels 

no less than $15,000 in drafts appeared for Mr. Clarkson. 

"Drafts passed upon me by D. l\J. C. 011 the strength 

of property from the "\Yest Indies. . . " " Mr. Tread

well, from St. Kitts, going to Washington to settle l\fr. Clark

son's account with the public." Mrs. Drinker's "Journal," 

Philadelphia, November 12, 1780 (edited by Heury D. 

Biddle, 1880), tells of tl1e robbery of "the store over ours, 

in which Matthew Clarkson had a largo quantity of prize 

goods." Among t110 names occurring incidentally in tho 

references of 1774, which disclose some of the men of busi

ness of the year, are 'rJ10mas Mnrgatroyd, Joseph Russell, 

Job Bacon, John Taylor, George Graham, Hugh Roberts, 

Joseph Sims, Thomas Penrose, Edwanl Bonsall, Hctlmond 

Conyngham, Charles Cox. 

The Philadelphia philanthropist is probably the person 

referred to in an interleaved almanac of 1774: "Lent l\fr. 

Benezet, at different times, thirty-two dollars," though there 

was a Daniel as well as Anthony of that name. I should not 

have mentioned this but for the coincidence suggested on a 

page of Appleton's Cycloprndia: " The worth of 13enezct's 

writings is alluded to by the British philanthropist, Thomas 

Clarkson, who confesses that one of them enlightened his 

own mind and quickened his zeal in the early part of his 

life." I am sorry not to find any trace of a direct connection 
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with Lho great coalljuLor of Wilberforce. In 1788 Dr. Belk

nap, referring to the "Essay on Slavery," asked of Mr. 

I-fazar<l, "Is he a Clarkson of your kindred?" To which 

his correspondent answered," I suppose Clarkson has sprung 

from the same root with our part of the family, but we have 

110 knowledge of him, except from his treatise on slavery." 

It is certain, however, that in letters from him to several 

Clarksons of New York, he usually subscribed himself 

" your kinsman." 

Mr. Clarkson's various offices during the eventful period 

of his public life, brought him ii1to occasional correspon<l

onco with many prominent characters. A few of the letters 

addressctl to him are extant, but they furnish little beyond 

business matters, of any general interest, but showing the 

surroundings of his public life. William Gordon writes to 

Arthur Lee, 1782: "By a private hand, I think Mr. Clark

son, of Philadelphia, I answered your letter that I received 

some time before" (Life of Arthur Lee, ii. 280). Some of 

the existing letters were from William Alexander, known as 

a claimant to the earldom of Stirling, which is his signature 

in these letters. Their subjects are of ephemeral official 

business. But here again comes up a family association 

through the marriage of General Matthew Clarkson, of New 

Yorkc·md a daughter of Walter Rutherford and Catharine 

Alexander, in May, 1785. 
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VI. 

BELKNAP AND HAZARD. 

I have mentionetl the published correspondence of Dr. 

Jeremy Delknap an<l Ebenezer Hazard. Some additional 

items may be gleaned from these two large volumes illustra

tive of our subject. As in other instances, I quote more than 

directly pertains to the individual subject of the memoir, 

because some of the literary and other details, local and per

sonal, may be interesting as matters of history, that could not 

be preserved if we should be confined to the one name of our 

work. 

Writing from New York, January 20, 1787, Hazard says 

to Belknap : "Mr. M. Clarkson and I laid our heads together 

about you. You must know that some time ago he wrote 

me that a magazine ["Columbian"] was established at 

Philadelphia, and the proprietors proposed to employ men 

of genius as writers, and to pay them for it, and asked 

me 'could not our friend Belknap be helped in this way?' 

I found upon inquiry that the proprietors could hardly 

form a conjecture how much they could afford to give 
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writers, as they could not yet judge what encouragement 

they themselves should meet with. When I was at Phila

delphia I conversed with Ur. Clarkson upon this subject, 

and in the course of the conversation he suggested a new 

idea; that it would be worth while for the proprietors 

to have a proper person for editor of the magazine and 

make it worth his attention. This was a good thought, 

and it led to anothot·; that it was very probable if you 

were the editor, we might find means to get you ap

pointed keeper of tho Library in Carpenters' Hall, which 

is about £60 Pennsylvania currency per annum. vVhen we 

had so far digested the plan, I got Mr. C. to go at once to 

Mr. Carey, who seems to be the acting proprietor, and broach 

it to him. This prodncotl an interview between Mr. Carey 

and me the next day. Mr. Clarkson had referred him to 

me for particular information about you. I informed him 

that I could not tell what your views ancl intentions were; 

but, from the attachment to Philadelphia you had discov

ered, I apprehended you might be remove<l thither if suit

able encouragement were given, an<l that I thought you 

would be a valuable acquisition. He said they could har<lly 

determine yet what encomagcment they could give, but had 

thought of two guineas for each original piece of four or five 

columns (two pages or two and a half), an<l he suppose<l that 

would be their offer for one piece a month. However, when 

they met he would let me know what they had determined 

001 and at that time he would suggest to them the idea of an 
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editor. I told him tliut you were u perfect stranger to the 

whole of this bw;im'ss, and ui<l not know that anything 

respecting you was in contemplation; that the matter had 

originated with nfr. Clarkson and myself, who, from the 

opinion he hail of you, wished to make you a Pennsyl

vanian, awl if the offer was such as I thought would be an 

inducement, I would see what could be done. He said that 

it could not be expected that the undertaking, especially in 

its infancy, would enable them to offer a sum equal to the 

support of a family, but if Mr. Belknap could follow some 

other employment too, this might oe a Yaluable addition; 

however, whatever it was, he would let me know. I must 

add here that nir. Carey proposes publishing a "Museum," 

upon the plan of Almon's Remembrancer, which is intended 

as a repository for good fugitive pieces, which would other

wise be lost. This is to be a 11isti11ct work from the maga

zine; and, in<leed, I find Mr. Carey is not to be concerned 

in the nmgazine after March next." 

Ilazar<l then refers to two enclosed letters, and continues: 

"You sec, the proprietors offer £100 (2GGJ dollars) per 

annum, " writing incluJed." This expression must either 

mean that if yon write any pieces for the magazine you 

shall not make an extra charge for them, or that besiJes 

being the editor, you shouhl he oolige<l to furnish a piece 

each month for that sum; of tl,is I shall desire an explana

tion. Now think all over and make up your mind about 

it. All that is positively offerCLl is £100 per annum. You 
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may perhaps get to be lilmuian-£G0. This will assist you 

much both as a writer and editor. . 'I'he expense 

of living in a plain but decent style in Philadelphia, I 

suppose, will be about £400, that currency." 

In his reply, Boston, February 2, 1787, Belknap writes: 

"I thank you, sir: I thank Mr. Clarkson, an<l I beg you 

will communicate my thanks to him in your own wonls. 

I remember the benignity that beamed in his countenance 

during the very short and only opportunity I had of con

versing with him at his house ; and it led me to wish for 

a further acquaintance with him. There is something sin

gularly good in that worthy family, and that peculiarly 

engages my affections and esteem." 

Carey then offered Belknap £100 "for the e<litornhip of 

the magazine per annum, including writing, compiling and 

revising," but he preferred the pastorship of the Congrega

tional Church, Long Lane, Boston. 

In January, 17Dl, Mr. Hazard writes to his frien<l in 

Boston: "Good Mrs. Finley, who has long been ripe for 

heaven, now lives with her hrotlier, Alclermun Clarkson." 

Mrs. Auna (Clarkson) Finley <lescrves a place in our 

domestic sketches. Bhe was marrie<l to Samuel Finley, 

D. D., in 17£31, the year in which he succee<led Dr. Sa1mwl 

Davies as President of Princeton College, and became l1is 

widow in 17G6. She survived him until January, 1808. 
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!◄'or many years her home was with Mrs. Ifaunah Ilo<lge, 

tho widowed aunt of Charles Hodge, D. D. and Hugh Lenox 

Hodge, l\I. D. Dr. Ashbel Groen an<l Dr. J . .J. Janeway 

wore t.he pastors of both these estimable Christian women, 

awl 0110 of thorn doubtless was tho writer of an obituary 

notice of l\Irs. Hodge, which testifies that Mrs. Finley's 

"company an<l conversation were the principal earthly 

solace of l\Irs. Hodge in the last years of her life, and to 

whom the writer here begs leave to dedicate these memoirs 

of her dear departed friencl."-(General Assembly's Maga

zine, 180G). As a note of tho change of customs I quote 

from tho diary of one of the family at tho funeral of "Aunt 

Finley:" " Storm prevented the corpse being carried except 

in a hearse." 

'11 wo of l\fatthew Clarkson's groat grandsons are now (1890) 

in the ministry of the Episcopal church, and a third in the 

Presbyterian. At the celebration · of the Washington cen

tennial in 'l'rinity church, New York, 188D, one of the com

mittees was selected, "in acconlance with a desire to give 

prominence to the members of historical families." Among 

these were "David Augustus Clarkson, u. descendant of 

Chancellor Livingston, Wardon in 1785, and of David 

Clarkson, Warden in 1770; Banyer Clarkson, a descendant 

of Chief .Justice .Jay, Warden in 1780; and of General Mat

thew Clarkson, Vestryman iu 1789; Dr. John Clarkson 

,Jo.y, Jr., great-grandson of Chief Justice .Jay." 
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VII. 

MAYORALTY. 

In t.lrn year 17D0, l\Ir. Clarkson was chosen an Alderman, 

under tho new charter of Philac1clphiu., an office held in 

those times of the chief city by many of the most promi

nent citizens. Franklin was one in 1774. From the body, 

at first the Aldermen themselves, and afterwards the City 

Council annually chose 0110 for the oflice of Mayor. This 

honor fell, by solodiou of Council, to Mr. Clarkson, April 

lGth, 1702, and he was re-elected annually three times. 

'1.'he Mayor and Altlcrmen constituted the Mayor's court. 

In 1702 he presided at a meeting of citizens called to discuss 

t.he best mode of selecting candidates for Presidential Elec

tors and Members of Congress. It was in his official term as 

Mayor that the city was desolated hy the yellow fever, which 

made its appoarn11cc in the summer of 1703. In Matthew 

Carey's" Short Account" of the pestilence (4th edition, 1704), 

it is stated that " the first oflicial notice taken of the disorder 

was on the 22d of August, on which day the Mayor of 

Philadelphia, Matthew Clarkson, Esq., wrote to the City 
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Commissioners, an<l after ac(prninting them with the state of 

the city, gn.ve tlwm tlic rno:-;(, pcnm1ptory <mlers 1.o liavc the 

streets properly clennse(l allll pmilic(l liy tlte srnve11gers, an<l 

all the filth immelliatcly lian led away. These or(lers were 

repeated on the 27tl1, and similar ones given to the clerks 

of the market." 1\fr. Carey, who was a member of the com

mittee he mentions, says "this rnn.gist.rntc dcscl'vcs partfon

lar praise. He was the first wl10 invitc(l the citizens to 

rally round the standal"ll of charity, all(l convene<l the 

meeting at which the committee for relief of the sick was 

appointed, as well as the preceding ones; of thi::; committee 

he was appointed presillent, which duty he punctually ful

filled during the whole time of the distress." On auotl1er 

page "the magistrates of the city, except the l\fayor arnl 

John Barclay, Esq., were away." So in a letter of l\Ir. 

Hazard to Dr. Belknap, "the l\fayor has stayed ant1 Leen 

useful among us, though our Reconler and all our Alder

men have fled. His wife is not dea<l but getting woll." 

(ii. 341). This was in October 1793, and Mrs. Clarkson 

lived to November 27, 1704. On the 28th, Mrs. Drinker's 

journal says: "Mrs. Clarkson, wife of our pt·cscnt illayor, was 

buried this aftornoou. She was a prelty girl, when l'olly 

Boud [Bou<le], I went to school with her." 

In 18'18, the City Councils printed in a Look of 250 pages, 

the "minutes of the proceedings of the commiLtee appointed 

on the 14th, Sep tern Ler l 7D3, by the citizens of Phila<lel

phia, the Northern Liberties and the District of Southwark, 
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to nUcntl an1l allcviaL() tho sufferings of tho affiicLcd with the 

rnal ignant fever, prcvalout in tho city aml its vicinity." 

Those minutes show the almost uninterrupted presence and 

chairmanship of Mr. Clarkson, at the meetings, usually 

every day, of the committee from September 18th, 17D3, to 

:March -1th 1704. On the 8th March, he signed a report to 

t!te citizens of the committee's work. During the preva

lence of the plague, from August 1st to November !Jth, 17D3, 

four thousand and forty-one burials were maJe in the 

~ra\.l)-yards or tho city. As the population of the city 

proper in 17!)0 was M>,2GO, it is probably true that nearly 

one-tenth of the inhabitants were victims of the pestilence. 

The committee, assisted by a sub-committee of 45, distributeJ 

money, provisions auJ fire-wood to more than a thousand 

families weekly. On the 8th March, 17D4, a public meeting 

was held, at which resolutions were passed acknowledging 

" the important, hazardous :rnd successful services which 

were rendered by the committee of health during the 

calamity." A co111111ittco, composrnl of such men as Thomas 

1IcKoan, Alexander J. Dallas, Anthony Morris, Jonathan 

D. Smith, John Swanwick, Charles lfallllo and Rev. Dr. 

Rogers, were directed to report to an early meeting of 

citizens, an appropriate expression of tho gratitude of the 

community. Tho meeting took place on the 15th March, 

wlien it was resolved to presout au article of silver of the 

,·:duo of one hundro1l dollars to ead1 of the committee of 

twenty-one. The plate was to be "or such form as the 
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members chose." The llfayor's selection was a handsome 

urn for punch, with appendages for its use, with no in

scription, but having his coat of arms engraved on one side. 

A few particulars may Lo tlrawn from these "minutes," to 

give additional insight into this part of the Mayor's admin

istration. 

On the 10th September, 17\J3, the Overseer of the Poor 

called on the citizens to give their personal nssistance to 

that body in the prevailing distress, and requesteJ all who 

were so disposctl, to apply to Llie :Mayor for ~pecific di rec lion 

how to be most useful. Five days nfterwar<ls, at a meeting 

in the City Hall, at which the J\.fayor presided, ten persons 

offered their services and were requested to report the state 

of the sick and poor, and measures for their relief. At the 

instance of this committee, another public call was made 

in order to meet the distress they !1atl discovered, aud at the 

same time express the urgent need of more extensive provi-

. sion for the sick poor than was then supplied hy the hospi

tal at Bush-hill, and the expediency of applying to the State 

Legislature to aid in some n.rrangemm1t for the permanent 

separation, in the future, of eases of maligna11t disease. An 

unfavorable report of tho eomliLiuu of tho Bush-hill hm;pita.l 

was rntule to the adjonrnc(l pnhlic meeting, an1l a com

mittee of twenty-seven, with the Mayor at the heatl, was ap·· 

pointed to collect funds, procure physicians and nurses, urnl 

superintend the general rncu:-,ures for the emergency. 

This was the committee whose reeol'<l is pnblished, arnl who 
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helcl their first Jlleeti11g September H, and Llienccfortlt until 

the c!ld of tl1at year's calamity. Three lllctnlicrs attc11Jc,l 

at the City IIall daily, for five !tours, to rec:cive allll dispose 

of applkatious for relief. 8Leplien (liranl a11ll Peter Helm 

ofl'erc(l thci r serviecs for pcrso1 ial su pcri n ten deuce of the 

ho.spit,tl, wltic!t tlicy faitl1fully oxoc11tecl. 8ud1 rneland10ly 

records begin to appear as the p11rcl1asc of a horse aud tho 

hiring of two men "to nllcnd the cart;" "last night t!toy lost 

eigl1t patients and n:quirctl twdvc coflins." A eitize11 cotlL

[il:tint:d of !Ito mule Lakc11 tiy ll1c c'.arters e111ploye(l Lo re

rn111•c ll1(: dead; 0Llt1•rs ll1at "L!1U collins aru 11ut properly 

pitdwd." 1008 i11Lern1e11Ls were lllade in tlte grournl allot

Led to Lite poor. 011e of U1e pl1ysicia11s ,ms Dr. Do Vozo 

from Cape l•'rancois, so1J1eti111es eonfu11llded 1riL!t Dr. Dewees, 

helter known afterwards in the city, liut wl10 also Leeame a 

professional helper in the benevolent work. Others than 

tlte indigent futttHl lielp at tho hospital, as we read of a 

Frencli citize11, leiwiug there, al l1is duatlt by the fever, silver 

lJ11C'kles, ri11g, watch, de.; a broach, the property of a pcn;on 

1111k11011·11; a l<'n:ncluuan atlll !tis wifo dyiug, leaving infant 

twi11s a11d "effects said lo Lo of cousi<lerable value," as three 

gnl,i watclws, sil n·r forks and spoo11s; a 111ercbanl of Ke11-

Lllt:ky execute(! ltici will before Ito died; watcl1cs, pockut

lrnob-; and ollwr articles of value were sold at tl1C closiug 

of the hospital i11 the ab:--enc:e of surviving claimants. 

It. IH;carne ncc:c,-;sary to open a l1011sc for cltildruu made or

pliarn; liy tho death of one or lwtli parents. 'l'ltu Mayor cor

n•:-:11rnl(lcd with tlic i\liuisler of France in relalio11 to !1'reuc.1 
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soldiers and sailors, imprisono<l as deserters, and in 1la11ger 

of spreading the pestilence; lte attornled to tho admission 

of convalescents to the house of employment, and to the 

daily orders issued from the committee for interments, recep

tion of patients and employment of assistants. 'l'he north

west public square was used for burials, besides the Potter's 

Field (now ·washington Square); a house "lately occnpietl 

by the Loganian Library," was used as an orphan-asylum; 

a house was built in addition to the liospital, anll to tl10 

barn which was used for the sick ; 400 hantl-1il1s were 

printed to obtain a supply of "a great wtmt of the herb 

eentaury;" the Bank of North America maile loans to 

the committee at different times, amounting to many 

thousand dollars, in addition to large sums eontribute<1 by 

citizens and individuals in other places. 'l'he Common Coun

cil of New York sent the Mayor five thousand dolla1·s, 

"And may you, sir, and those with yon who luwe remai11c1l 

faithful to your trust and Lorne the heat and bunlen of the 

day, in the midst of surrou11di11g and threatening dangers, b:i 

the peculiar care of heaven." Our Mayor replied: 

"Sm: I am favouretl with yonr letter of the 12t.h inst., 

which I have communicated to the committee for the relief 

of the poor and afllictcd of this city. 

"It is with peculiar satisfaction that I execute ilicir 

request by making in their name, on behalf of our suffering

fellow-citizens, the most grateful acknowlellgmenls for the 

seasonable benevo.lence of the Common Council of the city 

of New York; their sympathy is balm to onr womH1s. 
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",vc acknowledge the Divine interposition whereby the 

hP:trLs of so many aron1H1 ns lian~ hco11 tnnchctl with our 

distress a1H1 havo nuitc,1 in 011r relief. 

" May the Almighty Disposer of all events be graciously 

plen.sc<l to protect yonr citizens from the dreadful calamity 

with which we arc now viHito1l, whilst ·we humbly kiss the 

ror1 and improve by the dispensation. 

" Tho part, Hi r, which you personally take in our afflic

tions, and which you have so pathetically expressed in your 

loltor, excites in tho urcaHLs of the committee the wn.rmest 

sensat,ions of fraternal affection. 

"The rcfre:c.;hing rnin which fell the day before yesterday, 

though light, arnl the cool weather which hath succeeded, 

appear to have given a check to the prevalence of the disorder; 

of this we have satisfactory proofs, as well in the decrease of 

tho fnnernls as in tlie applications for removal to the hospital. 

"I have, at your request, this t1ay drawn upon you at 

sigh!., in favour of tho President a1H1 Directors of the Bank 

or North America, for tho sum of Jive thousand dollars, the 

bc11eYolcnt donation of the Common Council of the city of 

Now York. 

"\\Tith sentimcnLs of the greatest esteem all(] regard, 

"I am, sir, your most obcclieut humblo servant, 

" MATTHEW CLARKSON. 

"l'hiladelpliiu, October 17th, 17!)3. 

"Richard Varick, Mayor of the city of New York." 
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Another specimen of the large correspondence w liich 

employed the 1'.foyor, is subjoine(l: 

"Committee Chamber, City Hall, 

"Philadelphia, October 18, 17\13. 

"Sir: I am favoured with your letter of the 15th inst., 

covering a check for one hundred and fifty dollars, tho 

donation of five·or six gentlemen of Elizabethtown, to the 

suffering poor of this city, which I have presented to the 

Committee. 

"This benefaction, m a<1dition to the sympathetic and 

humane resolves passed by your town, at a period of onr 

distress, when our terrified fugitive brethren were almost 

everywhere refused an asylum, have impressed upon our 

minds the most lively gratitude. 

"Be pleased, sir, to communicate to onr benefactors, t.ho 

thankful acknowledgement of the Committee, for these 

instances of their attention to their suffering follow citizens. 

"I am, with great esteem, sir, your most obedient servant, 

MA'l"fHEW Cr.AHKSON. 
Elias Boudinot, Es(1." 

The following record on the minutes gives, probably, only 

one of many instances of the extent of the misery that pre

vailed, and the insufliciency of the means of meeting it: 

"One of the carters in the service of the Committee, re

ports that in the performance of his duty, ho heard the cry 
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of n, person in great distress; the neighbours informed him 

that the family ha<l been ill some days, and that being 

afrai<l of the disease, no one luvl ventured to examine tho 

lionso. Ho 1111<1ertook U10 task, wont up stairs an<l found 

tho father <lead, who had been lying on the floor for some 

days, two children near him, also dead, tho mother in labour; 

he tarried with her, and in a short time both she and her 

infant expirecl; he came to the City Hall, took coffins and 

buried them." 

At the meeting of October 2Gth, the l\Iayor was warranted 

in informing the public" that the abatement of the disorder is 

beyond all expectation and aifonls the most flattering pros

pect of our being soon freed from it entirely." Among the 

contributions of the day, through the Mayor, were "6,245 gal

lons of vinegar, about 8,000 pounds of tallow candles, 270 jugs 

of lemon juice ltn<l $2,500 in money" from citizens of Boston. 

Among his many official correspondents at that time, 

were Citizen Genet, :Minister of the French Republic, and 

Citizen Bournonvi1le, Secretary of Legation. In November, 

he signed a report to Governor :Miillin, in answer to inqui

ries 111atle by him as to the work of the committee and with 

a view Lo legislative action, and in December an appeal to 

the Legislature on behalf of the orphan children. It may be 

noted here that in .January, 17D4, "a committee of three 

members from the society for promoting first day or Sunday 
__, 

schools, attended and offered to receive the orphans, to par-

take of the benefits of that institution." 
9 
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Although the disorder had greatly abated, it was still ne

cessary to maintain the hospital, orphan houses arn1 ot.licr 

means of helping the sick and bereaved, includi11g the find

ing of places and employments for those who were dis

charged and the daily relief of many destitute families. 

Contrbutions of money, food, wood aud clothing were gener

ally sent to the Mayor aml acknowledged by him. One of 

the sad memorials of the ravages of the fever is fonn<l in a 

list of one hundred names of orphan children, directed to be 

published in order that their nearrn;t connections might 

know of their surviving. 

It appears that the publicatiou of the Minutes of the 

Committee, with a history of the calamity, was coutemplate<l 

at the time, and the Mayor was requested to undertake the 

service, with such assistance as he should find necessary, but 

nothing seems to have been accomplisl1cd until tho pnblica

tion of 1848. 

'l'he committee did not lose sight of the possibility of 

a return of the malignant disease, and made proyisions for 

the future possession of Dush Hill. 'J'liis was the well

known property of \Villiam lfamilton, whose country seat 

in its neighborhood was tlie Woodlands. It may gratify a 

local curiosity in Philadelphia to read a descriptiou of the 

place as made in 17D3, when Mr. Hamilton conveyed" for 

the use of the citizens of Philadelphia and vicinity all that 

part of his interest at Bush Hill, comprised within the cir

cular Ha-Ha on the south, bounded by a line exten<ling 
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from tho western end of the said Ifa-Ha to the southeast of 

tho graveyard, thence by a lino to the new ditch which 

encloses tho pine gl'ove on the north, thence by the several 

courses of said ditch round tho grove to the northeast 

corner of the old green-house foundation, thence along the 

northern side of the coach-house and stables, and the 

eastern sille of the same to the gate on Callowhill street, 

with the use of the lane to the east end of the Ha-Ha wall, 

with the mansion-house, kitchen, stables, etc., now occupied 

l,y the committee." 'l.'lio lo:tRo was to :rifarch 25, 1705, "for 

tho relief and accommodation of such persons as may be 

afllictod Ly a return of the yellow fever, or any other similar 

infectious disease, and for 110 other use or purpose whatever." 

In the Summer of 1704, the fever again appeared. In a 

letter to the Mayor, September 2d, Dr. Benjamin Rush, his 

"sincere friend," reported nearly thirty cases that had come 

under his treatment, and in accordance with his theory, so 

much criticised, and by Cobbct libelled, the eminent phy

sician afllrms that" the only ca~~ in which those remedies 

failed, was where blood-letting was not used in tho quantity 

nor at tho time I prcscriLcd it. Twelve bleedings in 

six days (amounting to ahout one hunJ.roJ. and forty-four 

ounces of blood) anJ. nearly one hundred and fifty grains of 

calomel mixeJ. with strong purgative medicines, were found 

necessary in 0110 instance to subdue the fever. I mention 

th is case only to e11co11rage ill trepillity in the practice of 

physicians in tltis city and in snch other parts of tlie 
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United States as are at present visited by this powerful all(l 

obstinate disease. Dr. Say, Dr. Physick al1l1 Dr. Dewees (of 

New Street), have rnformed me that they have lately met with 

several cases of tl1e yellow fever, and that they have treated 

it with success by means of plentiful bleeding and purging." 

In 1793, Talleyrand came to the United States, a political 

refugee from both France and England. In Philadelphia 

he appeared before the l\f ayor for the purpose shown in the 

following document : when his autobiography, so long 

witheld, shall appear, those who live to see it may find 

some clearer explanation of the reason for his making the 

declaration than we cau now offer. 

"I, Charles Maurice de 'l'alleyraml Pcrigord, formerly 

Administrator of the Department of Paris, son of Joseph 

Daniel tle Tulleyra11d Pcrigord, a General in the arrn ies of 

France, born at Paris and arrived at Philadelphia. from 

London, do swear that I will be faithful and bear true alle

giance to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and to the 

United States of America; that I will not at any time wil

fully and knowingly do any matter or thillg prejudicial to 

the freedom and independence thereof. 

Cu. MAu. DE 'l'ALLEYRAND I'ERIGOUD. 

Sworn on May Hlth, 1704, before 

M. CLARKSON, 

.Mayor." 
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ln the year 17l)3 the following proclamation appeare<l, 

whieli will answer for itself; 

"By Llio l\fo,yor of the City of Philadelphia. 

"A PuoCLA.MA'l'ION. 

"Oily nj Philadelphia, ss. 

"The daring outrages which were committed 

yesterday and this day, on board the ship Rebecca, Ben

jamin ·wyatt, master, just arrived from Cape Francois, by a 

m1mher of F're11cl11nen, who from their dress might have 

been Lahm for ge11Lk1nen, are searccly Lo Lo parnllele<l. 

With preme<litation, they assembled to sacrifice a passenger 

on board the said ship to their vengeance, for crimes which 

they alleged he had committed in the Island of St. 

Domingo ; and with the basest treachery, after <lecoying 

him upon the deck of the vessel out of the cabin, by 

specious promises, attacked him. with swords, sticks and 

fisls, all<l knocked him overboard; and while in the water, 

attcm pted to accorn pfo;h t.he assassination by throwing 

stones and other things upon him, by which he hath 

received mauy 1la11ger,rns ,nmnt1s in his head and body, 

antl would there inevitably have perished had not a number 

of tlio citizens, at the peril of their lives, come to his rescue. 

"This insult offered to our laws, by a set of men to whom 

an asylum from fire and swor<l hath been so recently 

offcrcll, indicates Ll10 basest ingratitude; and not content 

with what 11ml just Leen perpetrated, many of them had the 
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superlative audacity to asseml>le at the city hall, wliere tlie 

wounded person had been brought for safety, and there iHso

lently uttered threats of their future murderous intentions. 

"In order, therefore, that the perpetrators of those nefari

ous acts may be brought to condign punishment, the good 

citizens who were witnesses to what passed, are requested for 

the public honour and the safety of themselves and fellow 

citizens, to point out every person who was concerned in 

the breach of the peace, wounding and threatening afore

said; and in the meantime, vigilantly to attend to the 

conduct of persons so capable of insulting the laws of 

hospitality. 

"November 8th, 1793." 

"MATTHEW CLARKSON, 

"11layor. 

January 21st, 1794 being the first anniversary of tl10 

execution of Louis XVI., it was the intention of some 

French loyalists in Philadelphia, to commemorate the event 

by religious services, according to the Roman Catholic 

ritual, in favor of the departed martyr. Citizen Cassau, 

Vice· Consul of the new Republic, remonstratctl with 

Governor Miffiin against the allowance of what he con

sidered a political demonstration. In reply, Alexander J. 

Dallas, Secretary of State, avowed the neutrality of this 

country in such matters, and adds "the Governor is happy 

to perceive by the publication of a paper un<lcr the signa-
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turo of the l\fayor of this city, that there 1s in reality, no 

ground for the dissatisfaction wliich you have expressed." 

The paper referred to was a co111rnm1icatiou addressed to 

Lhc C!litor of the General Advertiser of Phihulclphia, as follows: 

":Mr. Bache :-Your correspondent, 'A friend of Peace,' in

forms tho puLlic, in tho General Advcrti.ser of the lGth inst., 

that he hath seen, 'in a French paper published in this city, 

an invitation to French citizens, friends to the late king of 

France, to attend a service to be performed at the chapel, on 

tho 21st, in honour awl in commemoration of Louis XVI.' 

"A notification of so extraordinary a nature, hath excited 

uneasiness in the minds of many citizens, who are appre

hensive that disagreeable consequences might arise if such 

service should be performetl. 

'' I have the satisfaction to inform my fellow citizens, that 

having conversed with one of the Rev. Clergy of St. l\Iary's 

Church, and with both of the gentlemen of the Holy 

'l'rinity, they unani1?ously declare lhat no application has 

hccn made to either of them for the purpose above men

t.io11('(1, or for any similar purpose; that if such applica

tion had boon made, they should undoubtedly have 

refnsctl to comply therewith, declaring at the same time, 

that blending religion with politics is contrary to the 

principles of their church. 

"MATTHEW CLARKSON, 

"Philadelphia, January 17th, 1794." "~Mayor. 
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The Mayor was much ,1istrcssed by the prevalence of dis

order and vice among the subjects of his own authority, 

especially the young. "The evils do not only exist, but 

abound among us; not merely occur, but our city is rcma1·k

able for them." His sense of moral responsibility led to a 

publication in the Philndelphia Gazette, June Gth, 1785, of 

an appeal to the public, wh ieh was afterwards circulated in 

a pamphlet of twenty-four pages, under the title of" An 

Address to the Citizens of Philadelphia, Respecting the 

Better Government of Youth, by Matthew Clarkson, Esq., 

Mayor." The actual authorship of this paper is given in 

the autobiographical portion of Dr. Jos. IT. Jones' "Life 

of Dr. Ashhel Green," then a Presbyterian pastor in the city, 

afterwards President of Princeton College: "I wrote, at the 

request of tho Mayor of Lhe ciLy, Matthew Clarkson, an 

address to the citizens on the subject of restrninillg their 

children and apprentices from sports and practices trench

ing on law and mornls. In availing himself: Ull(1cr his 

own name, of the pen of another for an official purpose, the 

Mayor did no more than is understood to he usual and 

justifiable with the highest, as well as hnmhlcr, digni

taries. It was his personal as well as official focliug that 

was expressed, and probably dictated, in the opening 

paragraph: "Having lately been appointed to exercise 

anew the oflice of Mayor in this city, I know not how I 

can make a more suitable return foe the confidence re

posed in me than by calling your at.tention to an object 
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witli wl1ieh both the comfort and the reputation of our city 

nre counected, and for the attainment of which your concur

rence and endeavours arc essential. This object is the better 

government of youth." In the private diary of a contem

porary, alroa11y quoted, I find at the date of 1708, a11 

evidence of I\lt-. Clarksou's interest in public morals on its 

best foundation, after his retirement from office, and of his 

rcsod,i11g to tl1c same ha]l(l to diffuse his principles of 

national virtue, as before of the municipal. The hasty 

entry is, "Mr. Clarkson so pleased with Dr. Green's sermon 

on the national fast-day (May 0), that he asked it for publi

cation." This was done under the title of "Obedience to 

the Laws of God, the Sure and Indispensable Defence of 

Nations." 

The following memorial to the Legislature of Pennsyl

vania, adopted by the Committee of Citizens, December 

24th, 1703, will give additional illustration of the condition 

of many of the orphan children mentioned on page GG. 

"The Senate and House of Representatives of the Com

monwealth of Pennsylvania, in general assembly met: 

"'J'he memorial of tho committee appointed by thl• 

citizens of Philadelphia, for the relief of the sick, etc. 

" Respectfully showeth that in the discharge of the trust 

co111111itted to them by their fellow-citizens, a number of the 

children who were deprived of their parents by the late 

sickness, were presented to the consideration of the com

mittee, for whom they have hitherto provided out of the 
10 
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donations which l1ave been so liberally ltanded to them by 

the generous and humane of this and other states. 

"'fliat the number of children who have thus come under 

the notice of the committee, amounts to one lrnnured and 

ninety-four, of whom eighty-two have been delivered to the 

surviving friends, nineteen have died, and ninety-three 

remain still under the charge of the committee, thirty-eight 

of whom are sucking infants. 

"That the committee having nearly completed the business 

for which they were appointet1, and feeling anxious for the 

future welfare of tliese inl1oce11ts, so peculiarly placed by 

Divine Providence under tlie care of the public, request the 

General .Assemb1y, as the fathers of tho people, to take the 

case of these orphans into their serious consideration, and 

make such further provision for their mai11tenance and e(1u

cation as in their wisdom shall seem proper. 

"Signed at the request of the Committee, 

"MA 'l"l'Irnw CLARKSON, 

'' President." 



VIII. 

DU SIMITIERE. CLOSE. 

Mr. Clarkson's last residence was on Arch (Mulberry) street, 

near Fourth, according to the numbering then used, 109. 

One of his neighbours, at lodgings, was a person whose name 

deserves Lo he introlluce(l as an intimate friend, as well as 

a somewhat historical character. This was Pierre Eugene Du 

Simiticre, designated by Mr. Wm. J. Potts in an extended 

notice in the Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biogra

phy." October, 1880, as" artist, antiquary and naturalist, pro

jector of the first American l\fusomn." Mr. Clarkson was one 

of the administrators of wliat pn,pert.y he J1ad at his death in 

178-i. 'l'Irn other admiuistrat.or was Ebenezer Hazard, who 

writes to Dr. Belknap, Philadelphia, November 13, 1784, "I 

have lately undertaken part of the administration of Mr. 

Du Simitiere's estate, with a view to prevent his museum, of 

which yon have doubtless heard, from being scattered." 

IIazartl was also a neighbour, for he writes to Belknap, July, 

1784, "Lest I shonl,1 forget it lieroafter, I tell yon now that 

I live in Arch street, No. 145, Lctwcou Fourth and F'ifth 

streets, anJ nearly opposite the Christ Church burial-ground 
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gate." In 1782, Delkrrnp again, '· I observe in your papet·s 

an advertisement by one Simitier, [not so blundering u mis

nomer as that of the Marquis de Chastellux, who for the 

sake of the pun or from ignorance called him Cimcti'.ere 

[grave-yard], 'a name better suited to a physician than a 

painter']. Are you acquainted with him? Is he a man of 

genius and real solid know ledge in natural history ? If so, 

I beg you will ask him a question in my behalf. 'rhere is 

a bird found on some of the mountains in New Hampshire, 

called the cross-bill. I understarnl one of them has been 

lately sent to him by a gentleman in these parts. I wa11t 

to know, etc.," Hazard answers, "I am acquainted with 

Simitiere. He appears to me to be possessed of no extraor

dinary genius, but is a mere collector of curiosities." Mrs. 

Drinker's joumal, November G, 1784, mentions some of her 

family takii1g strangers "to Simitcrs to sec I'elo's paint

ings."• Her editor adds, that "in 1782 he opened in Phila

delphia, what he called the American Museum. I-Ie was 

also a clever artist and paintecl numerous portraits. I-Ie 

died in 1784." I inherit a folio volume of 530 pages in 

which he had begun to copy in alphabetical order, notes 

from his multifarious reading. 'rhe title page, in pen

manship as regular as typography, is" Common-Place nook 

of Pierre Eugene Du Simitiere, of Geneva. Philadelphia, 

MDCCLXX," with a coat of arms, two sabres crosse<l on a 

shield, the crest a helmet allll motto "J' eS'[)ere." I have 

given to tlw Pc•n11sylva11ia Historical Society, from Mr. 
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Clarkson's relics, five portraits, in black lead, which I believe 

to be his drawings, without name, but supposed to be like

nesses of American or English personages of the revolution. 

'l'he researches of Mr. Potts and l\fr. Hildeburn show that 

Simiticre hatl made a collection of coins, medals, shells, In

dian antiquities an<l bot.:mtical specimens, in the course of 

his travels, as an artist, in Europe, America and the '\Vest 

Indies. This collection was sold by his administrators in 

1 i8/i, and it is probable that the "valuable cabinet, contain

ing silver and copper coins, medals, etc., some of which are 

very ancient," which were sol<l as part of Mr. Clarkson's 

furnitmo after his death in 1800, were gifts or purchases 

from his friend's museum. Du /::limitiere was a member of 

the American Philosophical Society 1768-1781. President 

.John Adams wrote of him as" a very curious man," and as 

having begun to gather malcriul for a history of the Ameri

can revolution. A series of portraits, by him, of thirteen 

American patriots, including Washington, was engraved and 

published in London, 1783. He died in October, 1784, and 

lies buried in St. Peter's ehurch-yarcl, Philadelphia. Twelve 

volumes of his manuscripts are in the Ridgway department 

of the Phihulclpltia Library, and it is conjectured that his 

en.Linet was the 1rnclcns of Peale's colobratecl museum. 

During his residence on Arch street, it was publicly ex

liibiletl three Jays in the week. Some of the manuscript 

1101,p-l,ooks are in thtJ library of Congress. 

Watson's rii~. Am1aJg of Pliilailclpliia, in the library of 
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the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, preserve a letter of 

his of J 76G. Watson mys his collections "may be deemed 

the curious gleanings of a curious mind, and among some 

rubbish may be foun<l some <lay, some useful and unex

pected elucidations of difficult points in our history." In 

the minutes of the Philadelphia Library, March 3d, 1785, it 

is recorded, "Matthew Clarkson, Esq., one of the administra

tors to the estate of ~fr. Du Simiticre, returns to the library, 

Brown's Civil and Natural History of Jamaica, which has 

been a long time missing and which was fonnc1 in the col

lection of tlie deceased." 

Mr. Clarkson died at his residence in Arch Street, October 

5th, 1800. In the newspapers of October 7th, is this notice: 

"Died on Sunday morning, in the GSth year of his age, Mat

thew Clarkson, Esq., formerly a respeclahlc merchant, and of 

late years an enlightened and faitlifnl servant of the pnhlic, 

in several important stations. His fortitude and hnmaidty in 

the memorable and gloomy year 17n:3, as Chief l\fogistrate of 

the city, endeared him to thousands, and will long be remem

bered with gratitude and respect, by citizens of Philadelphia." 

The burial was mac1e in the old cemetery of Christ 

Church, Arch and Fifth Streets, where the grave is mnrketl 

by a plain head-stone inscribed, " In memory of l\lary, the 

wife of Matthew Clarksoll, who departed this life November 

27th, 17D4, in the GOth year of her age; also, Matthew 

Clarkson, Esq., who departed this life the 5th day of Octo

ber, A. D., 1800, in the G7tli year of l1is age." 
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And 11ear by, "Here lieth the Lody of Cornelia, the 

tlauglilcr of l\fatthew :tllll Mary Clarkso11, who departerl this 

Jifc the !Jth of .June, 175G, ugctl 1 year and 12 <lays." 

On the 30th October, the a<lrninistrators with the will 

annexe<l, wlio wore George Bringhurst., his sou-in-law and 

Ebenezer 1 Iazanl, his nephew, disposed of his furniture by 

vcndne. 'l'ltc mlvertisement includes "silver and plated 

wal'C, a goo<l eight day clock, a very curious bedstead, 

peculiarly constructed for the use of a sick person; an iron 

chest and a valuable cabinet, contai11i11g silver and copper 

coins, rnrn1als, etc., some of wli ich are very ancient; also, 

a very excellent family horse :t]l(1 Berlin plmeL011, at pri

vate sale." Of the few books retained by the family one was 

tho first American edition of Blackstone's Commentaries, 

published by RoLert Bell, Philaclelpliia, 1771-2. It has the 

unusual audition of a volume numbered V, contaii1ing con

troyersfal pamphlets causetl by tho commentaries. It is 

now iu the Lenox Library, New York. 

His will was dated April 10th, 17DD. His so11s-i11-law, 

llringhurst and Ralston, were appointed his execuLors, but, 

upon his death, both renounced the execution. In this in

strmncnt he calls himself "merchant." After beq ueathiug 

$2000 to each of his four children, Levinus, Davill M., Mrs. 

Bringhurst and Mrs. Ralston, the will directed the remain

der of his property to be divided into four parts, an equal 

share to be distributed to each family of grandchildren. 

To his grandson Robert, the sou of David, was left what I 



80 MEMOIR OF MATTHEW CLARKSON. 

suppose to be the public testimonial of his services m tl,e 

fever year-17\13, which the will descrihe<l as "my sih·cr 

punch-cup, on which the arms of my family are engraved, 

together with the punch-strainer, ladle and other things 

contained in the mahogany box or case in which they wcrn 

imported." The careful transmission of this prcscriptin~ 

token of the old-country alderman, was further provillell 

for, by directing that if Hobert should (lie in his minority, 

the articles should become the property of his grandson 

Matthew, son of Lovinus, or on tho failure of his coming of 

age, they must go to his grandson Matthew, son of David M. 

According to a pastel portrait in my possession, taken 

when his hair was entirely white, but thick, and contrast

ing beautifully with the olive complexion, Mr. Clarkson':; 

personal appearance must to have been dignified and nttrnc

tive. The execution of the portrait is remarkably fine, but 

the artist is not known. It hardly seems to ho in tho line 

of Du Simitiere's pencil, but comes up rather to what is 

told of the superior workmanship of a .Tames Sharpless, an 

Englishman mentioned in Mrs. Drinker's journal, 1800, "as 

a capable han<l at the business" of pastel portraits, a muu

ber of whose productions were at the centennial exhibition 

in Philadelphia in 187G. A photograph copy of tlic Ularkso11 

picture is in the almost complete collection of likenesses of 

the Mayors of Philadelphia, on the walls of the City Hall, 

and the original has been copied for this memoir. 
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I. 

Another of the letters mentioned on page G5 1s now 

given:. 

"Philadelphia, February 14th 1704. 

"Gentlemen :-

" I have received your favour of the 28th ultimo, covering 

a note of the Bank of New York for eight hundred and 

sixty-six dollars and 40 cents, a donation from a number 

of citizens of Albany, for the relief of the poor of this city. 

This testimony of sympathy for our distress, at a time when 

you are labouring under the effects of a dreadful calamity 

which hath reduced the most flourishing part of yom· city 

to ashes, enhances the valne of the donation and of the 

obligation conferred. 

""With sentiments of esteem and gratitude, I am, 

gentlemen, 

"Your most obedient servant, 

"MATTIIEW CLARKSON. 

"'fo Messrs. Ilanyar, J. J. Lansing, Staats, Lush, ,v en Jell, 

J. Lansing, 'l'en Eyck and Van Rensselaer." 



II. 

To the statements on page 44, it should be added that 

Matthew Clarkson was elected a member of the American 

Philosophical Society December 21st, 1768, elected Treasurer, 

March Hlth, 1770, Councillor, January 5th, 1781. 

III. 

The following amendment of a sentence on page 55 is 

now made: 

Five of Matthew Cla.rkson's great-grandsons have been 

clergymen: Charles R. Bonnell and George Bringhurst in 

the Protestant Episcopal Church; John Hall, Alexander 

Proudfit and Robert R. Proudfit in the Presbyterian. 





GERARDUS Cl.,ARKSON. 

II 



INTRODUCTION. 

In compiling the recor<ls that are contained in the pages 

that follow, the almost entire absence in the family of 

material to make a "sketch " of our ancestors, is sensibly 

felt. After persistent effort in search of diaries and lettBrs 

without success, the writer can do little better than bring to 

your uotice the testimonies of those who lived in their day, 

or who have studied their honored lives. 

I am indebted to Mr. Frederick D. Stone, Librarian of 

the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, for information con

tained in the Belknap and Hazard Letters, edited by the 

Massaclmsett.s Historical Society, and the diary of Rev. 

Manasseh Cutler, published in Cincinnati in 1888. From 

both these works I have drawn largely. 

I trust the work 1:1-ay prove acceptable to the members 

of the family for whose exclusive use it is published. 

S. C. 
Philadelphia, July, 1890. 



MEMOIR OF GERARDUS CLARKSON. 

I. 

ENGLISH ANCESTORS. 

The history of the Clarksons of Philadelphia begins with 

the Stuart perio<l. During the reign of James I. the family 

were residents of Yorkshire and though tradition is silent 

on the subject there can be little doubt their ancestors had 

their homes in the same county. In the archives of York

shire the name may _be traced 500 years. 

Early in the 17th century, Robert Clarkesou was living at 

Bradford in a street called the Fayre Gappe, probably one of 

tho oldest thoroughfares in tho town. He had large estates 

and his family, it is said, were "possessed of high moral 

worth and social influence." In 1615 he was a warden of 

the Parish Church of S. Peter's and some years later served, 

in com puny with the Vicar and others, as trustee for the sale 
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of the Manor of Bradford. Little, however, is known of his 

life. His death is recorded as having occurred on the 10th 

March, 1631-2. He spent his last days where his first lia<l 

been spent in the town of Bradford and his remains wore 

laid to rest "among his own people" in the old Parish 

Church. 

William was the son and next heir of Robert Clarkeson. 

He was born March 13, 1613-H and was at the time of his 

father's death a lad of nearly eighteen. He was educated 

for the ministry and in 1G45 became the Vicar of Adel, near 

Leeds. 'rhe Church at Adel was erected, probably, within 

the first century after the Conquest and ,vas dedicated to 

S. John the Baptist. Clarkson held, doubtless by inher

itance, as no provision was made for l1im in his father's will, 

"the Lordship of Idle" including the " Mansion Honse," 

called the "Smythios" at Windhill and the " Chappel " at 

Idle, besides the building wherein from time io time the 

Lords of the Manor of Idle used to hold their courts. In 

the exercise of his profession he remained at Adel until his 

death in April 1G60 and was buried in the grouHlls adjoin

ing the church. He was twice married. His first wife was 

Elizabeth, u daughter of Thomas Sharp, 11.11<.l sister of Jolin 

Sharp, the Parliamentarian. John Sharp had married Mr. 

Clarkson's sister Mary, and was a relative of tlw once famous 

Archbishop of York of the same name. Clarbon's second 

wife was Frances, a daughter of Mr. Maud of I3iorly. 
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Robert, a brother of tho Rev. \Villiam Cla.rkson, was bap

tizo<l at S. Peter's, Dra<lford, on the 15th February, 1617-18; 

He removc<l to London whore he acquired a large property, 

the personalty alone being estimated at £40,000. At one 

time he was an alderman of that city. His wife ,vas a Miss 

Taylor. Her mother was a daughter of the Rev. William 

Wilson, D. D. of Merton College, Oxford, who had married 

Isabel Woodhull, a niece of Edmund Grindall, Archbishop 

of Canterbury, temp. Elizabeth. One of Mr. Clarkson's 

daughters, Hannah, named after her mother, became the wife 

of Edward Hopton and had a son Richard who married 

ElizabcLl1 Geers, great grand-daughter of the first Earl of 

,V ostmoreland. Clarkson's death occurred at his residence at 

Little Chelsea, in the Parish of Kensington, Middlesex, in 

1GDG-G. 

The youngest of the sons of Robert of Bradford was David 

Clarkson. He was baptized on tho 3rd l\Iarch, 1G21-2. From 

tho grammar school iu his natiYo town he went up to Cam

bridge University. His admission at Trinity College bears 

date October 22, 1G41 where he took his degree in 1644-5. 

He was appointec1, by the warrant of the Earl of Man

chcsl.er, to a Fellowship at Clare-Hall, and had tho honor of 

presiding oyer a community of which the eminent Ralph 

Cudworth had previously been made :Master. The following 

lotter, written by his brother-in-law John Sharp, of Horton, 

doubtless lrn,d consiflerable influence in obtaining the prefer

ment. It bears the endorsement: 
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" Copy of ye letter to ye Earl of Manchester. " 

3r<l October, 164°1. 
My Lord, 

This gentleman show Ly these presents to yr. Lordship 

hath <leserved for his sufferings to be pittyed, for his con

stancy to be rewarded, now since his condicon requires the 

one no less than it deserves the other. I thought it con

venient to manifest that I pitty him by desiring yr. honor

able assistance to reward him. He was a student in Cam

bridge till the beginning of this kingdom's troubles, when 

he was forced by the strict nrging of some ceremonies to 

leave it. Coming into the country he resided at Bradford 

till that towne was taken and himself in it. Since then, for 

his affection to the Parliarnt. he hath continue<l 10 months 

a prisoner by wh. ho lost both his l1cgree in tho U11iversity 

and the benefit of liis estate in tho country, so that now he 

is rendered unable not only to provide for the expenses 

ordinary at the taking of a degree but also to mayntayne 

himself in the University as heretofore he had done. I 

desire therefore your Lordship in consideration of the 

promises you would confer on him such preferment in the 

College as may both enable and encourage him to continue 

his progress in his stud'ys, yet no other than what after 

examination he shall be thought worthy of; and I shall be 

further engaged. 

(Signed) 

JOHN SHARP. 
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Davitl Clarkson left Trinity for Clare in 1G45, and on the 

5th i\fay of that year received his Fellowship. At Clare the 

degree of B. D. was conferred 011 him and he held his 

posit.ion as Fellow until 1G51, when he ieft the University. 

During ltis residence in the University he had placed under 

his care, among other pupils, John Tillotson, afterwards the 

Archbishop of Canterbury. 

It is not probable that Clarkson had possessed any prefer

ment in tho c1wrch before ho was invited, about 1G51-5, to 

become the minister of Crayford, in Kent. Subsequently, 

February 13, 1G55 he received his appointment to Mortlake, 

uot far from 13attorsca, in Surrey, :tll(l continued to hold this 

cmc Lill his ejection by tho U11iformity Act in 1GG2. For 

several years succeeding this date, his pen was constantly 

engaged in tho religions controvorsics of the time, and his 

name is al ways enumerated among the chief literary cham

pions of Non-conformity. 

In 1G82 he became the colleague of Dr. John Owen, as 

pastor of an Independent Church in London, and on Owen's 

(loath, in tho following year, his successor. Clarkson <lid 

not long hold this office, dying rather sml<lonly at his resi

dence in the Parish of St. Dunstan, Stepney, on the 14th 

.Juno, lGSG, and was lmriod in Bnnhill Fields Cemetery. 

Ilis funeral sermon was preached by Dr. ,vmiam Bates. 

Baxtor, Ridgely, Howe, and Mead all bear testimony to 

his talents. Baxter speaks of him as "a divine of extraor

dinary worth for solid judgment, healing, moderate prin-
12 
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ciples, acquaintance with the fathers, gTeat ministerial 

abilities, and a godly upright life." Birch, in his life of 

Tillotson, refers to the singular respect that the Archbishop 

entertained for him; and De Foe thought that the reasoning 

in two of Clarkson's works, though often attacked, had never 

been refuted. 

His writings are very numerous, and many of his sermons 

and discourses were collected and published, in 1GD6, in one 

of those folios, at one time to be seen in old Dissenting 

chapels secured to the desk by a chain. 

In 1G51 Mr. Clarkson was married to a daughter of Sir 

Henry Holcroft, Knight, of East Ham, County of Essex, 

and of Long Acre, Connty of Middlesex. The Holcrofis 

were settled for centuries in Lancashire, and have been rep

resented in the Royal Parliament as early as the reign of 

Edward III. One branch, k11own in history as that of 

Vale Royal, was greatly enriched under Henry VIII., at 

the time of the sequestration of the monasteries, and received 

an accession of dignity under Queen Mary, when Sir 

Thomas Holcroft was made Knight l\forslrnl of Englarnl. 

Another branch of the family established itself at Basing

stoke, in !fonts; while still another settled at IInrst, in 

Lancashire. The Holcrofts at East Ham, Essex, came of 

the latter branch. 

In 1662-3 l\fr. Clarkson married again, his wife being 

Elizabeth, widow of ,volrave Lodwick, and danghtet· of 

Matthew Kenrick, of Loudon. The Kenricks have been 



ENGLISH ANCESTORS. 91 

seated nt \Voorc-1\fanor, Salop, for ge11crations. It is a 

\Velsh family of great nlltif1uity, aml claims a descent from 

Davi<l Kemick, who was staudnrd-boarer to the Dlack 

Prince, tcrnp. E<lwanl III., in the battles of Crecy an<l 

Poictiers. 

Before leaving his 11ativc village, Ashley, in the county of 

Staffon!, to join his gallant countrymen, Kenrick, it is sai<l, 

throw his spear into a hillock an<l vowed, "if the Almighty 

spared his life, he would buil<l on that very spot a temple to 

the Most High God." His life was spared and on his return 

"he devoted the spoils of war and gave of his own substance 

to tho croction of the sacred fanc" which the people of 

Ashley now call their Parish church. 

In the interior of the edifice, imme<liatoly over the pulpit, 

is a brass plate, which bears the following inscription: 

"In pcrpetuam Ilci memoriam 

1.Ianubias Deo, 

David Kenricus Pietas ejns memori::e 

Hoc virtutis Praemioluro dicavit." 

Mr. Clarkson is represented in his portrait with a round 

handsome face, with an ample forehead and long flowing 

hair. An expression of cheerfulness and good humor, con

firm what his writings suggest, that he was blessed with 

great equanimity of temper and a natural gaiety of man

ners, that contributed much to his own happiness and to 

the pleasure of those who were privileged to be connected 

with him. 
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It appears that he had eight children, three sons and five 

daughters, but whether this number comprised his whole 

family is not known. His will gives no information on the 

subject. It is singularly brief and hurried, and as his 

decease was unexpected, it was only executed the day before 

he died. 

The eldest child Letes (Lettice), who bore the name of 

her grandmother, the wife of Sir Henry Holcroft, was bap

tized on the 25th May, 1652, at Crayford, Kent, during her 

father's residence there, and died in March of the following 

year. Rebecca was married to a Mr. Combe. She died on 

the 20th November, 1744, aged seventy-nine, having out

lived her husband, and was buried in Bunhill li'ields 

Cemetery. There was no issue, it is believed, by this mar

rrnge. Another daughter, Mary, died young, in March, 

1660, and the two other daughters remained unmarricLl. 

Gertrude <lied in London, April 23, 1701. Her pastor, Dr. 

Ridgley, preached her funeral sermon, which he also 

published and inscribed to Mrs. Elizabeth Clarkson, the 

venerable relict of Mr. Clarkson. 'rhe fifth daughter, 

Katherine, died at Hitchin, I-Ierts, January 11, 1757, aged 

eighty-four years. Gertrude and Katherine were both 

baptized at Mortlake, the former on the 18th November, 

1669, the latter on the 4th July, 1G72. 

Of the three sons-David, Matthew, and Robert-it is 

known that David married about lli9U, Lady San<ls, the 

wi<low of Sir William Sands. She survived her husband, 
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and died in 1714, providing by her will that she should "be 

carried to my grave at night, privately, lmt decently," and 

that t.he interment should be made in St. Warburgh's 

Church. 

Of Robert, it is recorded that he was baptized at the 

Mortlake Church on the 8th February, 1670, and his 

father's will bequeaths to him all his books if he would 

prove a scholar, but neither tradition nor the records reveal 

anything of his after life. 

The other son, Matthew, went to America, and rifter a 

short stay in the provinces returned to England. He then 

preferred a petition to tho King for the position of Secretary 

of the Colony of N cw York. The petition was referred to 

tho Right Hon. the Lords of the Committee for 'l'rade and 

Plantations, and upon their recommendation, and as a testi

mony of his respect for the memory of thi(Rev. David 

Clarkson, the father of the petitioner, King William III. 

caused the commission to be issued. Matthew sailed from 

tho Isle of Wight on board the Beaver on the 1st December, 

1G90, and arrived at New York on Thursday, January 

29th, 1690-1. Two years later, 011 the 19th January, 1692, 

he married Catharina, a daughter of the Hon. G. Gerritse 

Van Sclrnick, of Albany, a family of Dutch descent, and 

became in this way connected with most of tho prominent 

families in the province. Mr. Clarkson retained his office 

until his death. He and his wife both fell victims to an 

epidemic, supposed to have been the ye1low fever, which 
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suddenly appeare<l in New York. 'rhe exact date of l\frs. 

Clarkson's death is not known. Her husband, it is saitl, 

survived her a few days only, and died July 20th 1702. 

Many of his descendants have held high and responsible 

positions in America, the duties of which they have dis

charged with fidelity and ability.* 

• Contributed by the compilc1· of" 'l'hc Ularksons of New York." 2 vols., 

1875-6. 



II. 

EDUCATION-PROFESSION. 

Gerardus Clarkson, grnnclson of tho Secretary, lvas 

born in tl1e City of Now York, in tho year 1737. He 

,ras tho yom1g-cst of six children of Matthew Clarkson 

atHl Co!'llolia De Peyster, his wife. At the ago of 40 

the father was removed by death, when Mrs. Clarkson, 

with her children, took up her residence at New Brunswick, 

N . .J., nnd later on married Reverend Gilbert Tennent, pas

tor of the Presbyterian Church in that place. In 1743 Mr. 

'l'cuucnt., ,vith his family, removed to Philadelphia, preach

ing to the First Presbyterian congregation, and afterwards 

founded tho Soconcl Presbyterian Church, situated at the 

north west, corner of Arch and 'rliird streets. Their home 

in this city, is called in \Vatson's "Annals," Bedminster 

Country Scat, on the northeast corner of Fourth street and 

Brewers Al1ey (now Wood street). 

l\fr. Tmment took a lively interest in what was known as 

the *" Log College," founded by his father, the Rev. 

• See notice of Centennial in Sc11tembcr 1880. 
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·William Tennent, about one mile south of the present 

village of Hartsville, in Bucks County, Pa. He was also 

one of the first Trustees of the College of New Jersey, his 

name oceurring in the secon<l ehartcr granted to that insti

tution in 1748. 

'fhere is no record of Gerarilus ut· liis brother :Matthew 

having pursued their studies at either of the schools of 

learning mentioned, but it is said that the educatio~1 of the 

brothers was conducted under the immediate supervision of 

their step-father, flll(l the character of the training may 

rensonnbly he dc<1ucrn1 from wlmt is kno1rn of Lliis pious 

and ·worthy mun. 

Mrs. Tennent died May 23d, 1753. Her husband sur

vived until 1764. 

Upon finishing his classical studies, the ~ubjcct of this 

memoir entered upon the study of medicine in Philadelphia, 

with the celebrated * Dr. 'l'homas Bond, and on concluding 

the course, his desire of travel induced him to make the 

tour of Europe about the year 1759-60. After a prolonged 

absence, during which he visited the Hospitals of Edin

burgh, Paris and Italy, he returned and settled in Philadel

phia us a practitioner of medicine. As stated in the records 

of Christ Church, ho was nrnrrietl May 13Lli, 17l5l, Ly Rev. 

Jacob Duche, to Mary, daughter of Samuel Flower, and his 

•Dr.Thomas Ilond, one of tlie physicians at tlle Pennsylvania Ilospital, 

which was started in a rented house on south side of Market street, west of 

Fifth street (1752)-History of Pennsylvania Hospital, by Geo. B. Wood, M. D. 
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wife Rebecca, d::mglttcr of William Dr:mson, a wealthy 

rnorcltaut of I'liilatldpliiu, anol.lwr of whoso Llaughlers 

married Lynford Lardner, tl1e l'rovincial Councillor of 

Pennsylvania, all<l another Richard Hockley, who snc

<·ec(le<l Lanlncr as Itcceivor General of the Province. l\lrs. 

Clarkson's sister Hannah, subsequently (in 17G7) married 

Thomas Ashcton, a relati vo of the Proprietaries. 

Dr. Gernnlus Clarkson, at the commencement of his 

career, had the advantage of refined and cultivated sur

ronllllillgs. From the record, we find that he was a reli

gwus man, amiable and generous, and endowed with a 

ki]](lncss of heart that stood for much in his profession. 

Ho associated with men of intellect, character and educa

tion in a growing community. Tho population of Philadel

phia in 1750, was estimated at 16,000.-in 1777, according to 

ccnsns made by Lord Cornwallis, it was within 24,000.* 

\Ve fi.11(1 him, in probably 17GG or 17G7, with Dr. John 

l\Iorgan and others joined in establishing the Philadelphia 

Medical Society, the first medical society in the city.t The 

compiler of the "Lives of Eminent Philadelphian~ now 

Deceased," informs us that he was practising medicine as 

early as 1774. He was clccterl a member of the American 

Philosophical Society October Hth, 17G8, and a Trustee of 

the University of the State of Pennsylvania July 21st, 1780. 

The minutes show that he was rarely absent from the 

• Pennsylvania Lr.1tters Port.folio, vol. i., l'hilmlelpbia., 181 l. 

t lnsLitntion of College of l'hysicians, page 15-Huschcnbcrger. 

IJ 
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meetings of the Board of Trustees. He attained ominenco 

in his calling and was one of the founders of the College of 

Physicians, and the 'freasurer of that society namef1 in the 

charter granted March 2G, 1780. As a matter of interest 

to the reader, we insert the form of the Constitution 

of the College of Physicians of Philadelphia, as pub

lished in the Penn~yl-iiania Packet and Daily Advertiser, 

Feb. 1st, 1787, p. 2. 

"The College was to consist of twelve senior fellows, who 

were the only fellows eligible to office, and un indefinite 

number of junior fellows. 

"At the date of publication of the constitution the list of 

members was printed as follows: 

Senior Fellows. 

John Redman, 

John Jones, 

William Shippen, Jr., 

Benjamin Rush, 

Samuel Duffield, 

James Hutchinson, 

Abraham Chovet, 

J olm Morgan, 

Adam Kuhn, 

Gerardus Clarkson, 

Thomas Parke, 

George Glentworth, 

Jnnior Fellows. 

Robert Harris, 

Benjamin Duffield, 

John Foulke, 

James Hall, 

Andrew Ross, 

William Currie, 

John Carson, 

William W. Smith, 

Samuel P. Griffitts, 

John Morris, 

William Clarkson, 

Benjamin Say, 

John Lynn. 
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"All communications that are inclu<lcd in the objects of 

t.hc College, specific<l in the preamble of the constitution, 

rnn,y be addressed to the Secretary (post pai<l, when they 

arc sent by that conveyance), or to any follow of the College. 

" It is to be hope<l tho friends of medical science in every 

part of the United States will concur in promoting Ly useful 

communications the important designs of this institution. 

"Published by order of tlie College. 

"JAMES HUTCHINSON, 

" Ser:retary. 

"Tho present officers of tho College are: 

President, 

JoHN REDMAN, 

Vice-President, 

JOHN JONES. 

Treasurer, 

GERARDUS CLARKSON. 

Sec1·etary, 

JAMES HUTCHINSON. 

Censors. 

\VII,LIAl\I SHIPPEN, JR., 

BENJAMIN Rusu, 

J OIIN MORGAN. 

ADAM KUHN. 

" 1J6irThe different printers in the Unite<l States are 

request.eel to publish this in their papers." 





III. 

BELKNAP AND HAZARD. 

Dr. Clarkson is fro<1ncutly montiouod in tho corrospon

<lonce between Jeromy Belknap and Ebenezer Hazard, 

covering a period of twenty years.* "\Vo propose to bring 

out certain points somowlmt in detail, in on1cr to show tho 

esteem in which he was held by his co11temporaries. 

Elwnczer IIazanl was the son of Samuel Hazard, who 

in 173U married Catharine, the oldest sister of Gerard us 

Clarkson. He was born at Philadelphia, January 17th, 

1744, gra<luate<l at Princeton College in 17G2 an<l <lcvote<l 

himself to a business career in N cw York. From 1775 to 

178D he was connected with the Post Office Department 

of tl1e Uovor111nc11t. In 1770 ho was appointed Surveyor 

of Post Roads and Offices, throughout tho United States, 

all(l until 1782, was accustomed, in performing the duties 

of his office, to travel on horse-back from New Hampshire 

to Ueorgiu. In the year last named, he was appointed 

Postmaster General of tho United Slates, as successor to 

*Belknap Papers, published by Massachusetts llistorical Society. 



102 MEMOIR OF GERARDUS CLARKSON. 

Richard Bache, who had succeeded Benjamin Franklin 

as first Postmaster Ueneral under the authority of Con

gress. He hel<l the office seven years, until the adoption 

of the Constitution of the United States. 

The closest intimacy appears to have existed between uncle 

and nephew, there being but a few years difference in age. 

'l'he principal facts in Dr. Belknap\; life are well known. 

He was the eldest child of Jeremiah Belknap and was born 

at Boston, June 4th, 1744. He graduated at Harvard 

College in 1762, at the age of eighteen. On February 18th, 

1767, he was settled over tlie parish in Dover, New Hamp

shire, where he remained for twenty years a faithful and 

honored minister. In the autumn of 178G, at the earnest 

solicitation of Mr. Hazard, Belknap visited Philadelphia 

and made the acquaintance of many distinguished men in 

that city.* 

In June 1783, Belknap writes to Hazard in reference to 

his son in his 14th year, whom he wishes to indenture to 

Mr. Aitken, the printer, at Philadelphia. For some unex

plained reason Dr. Clarkson is often spoken of in the cor

res1:iondence as "Ulysses." 

On October 8th, Hazard writes to Belknap:-" I called to 

see (Ulysses) Clarkson the other evening, he askoll me if I 

had heard lately from you,'' " I told 

him that I had and that one of your sons was coming to he 

apprentice to Mr. A. I then mentioned some diflicul-

• Belknap Papers. 
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ties yon labored un<lcr, about sending him here, particularly 

that ho lHul 11ot Juul the snrnll-pox and what I liml sai<l 

about the expense of i11oculating him. Ulysses immo

tliatcly told mo that from tho opinion ho had formed of Mr. 

B., ho should Le happy iu rendering him a11y service 

in his power, and when his sou was to be inoculated, he 

would clwcrfully <lo it gral'i.~." 

OeLobc1· Hi, 1783, IImmr<l wriLcs, referring to Belknap's 

History of New Hampshire, printed by Robert Aitken, at 

Philadcl phia. "Ulysses is at work for you. It popped into 

my head, that as his business at this season of the year, 

leads him to soc many people, he might procure you a 

number of snbscriben;, and I asked him to carry a subscrip

tion paper in his pocket and produce it as occasion offered, 

to which he immediately consented in a ,yay which con

vinced me he entered fully into my views. He was at my 

house the other evening and showed me subscriptions for 

twenty-two books. He tol<l me 'he felt an ambition to pro

cure these for one hundred and hoped to be able to do it.'" 

" He is not apt to be sanguine, aucl therefore I expect it." 

October 27th, Belknap to Hazard:-" Since I wrote you 

last week, I received yours of the 8th, and beg you will 

return my most cordial thanks to Ulysses for his very kind 

antl generous offer. 

In due course, Joseph Belknap, his eldest son, arrived in 

Philadelphia and was installed in l\Ir. Aitken's family. The 

dread of small-pox, then so prevalent in the city, must ha Ye 
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been a source of great solicittule, on the part of the devoted 

parent, for he writes Docernlicr 30th, 1783: "God he 

praised, that appearances when you wrote were so favorable, 

ancl that ho has fallen into so good hands as Dr. C., 

to whom I am under sensible obligation:;;, and wi:;;lt you 

woul<l give my most respectful compliments." 

January 13Lh, 178.J-, Belknap to ITaziml: 

"My Dear Sir:" " Y otu·s of tho 10th and 21st of Decem

ber, with Dr. Clarkson's and l\Ir. Aitkon's and Josey's, com

ing all together, pro<lnced a flood of gratitude to onr Divine 

Benefactor, and to the worthy instruments wliich he bas 

been pleased to make use of in conferring benefits on mo 

and mine. 

"It would be vain for me to attempt to express the feel

ings of my heart on this occasion; lH1t T sl1all not fail to 

return my thanks to the 'beloved pl1ysicin11,' as well as to 

the careful master, who seems to have tho i11torcst of my 

son so much at heart; and if I atlll that I am more than 

ever attached to my flr.~t friend, who introdncc<1 me to tho 

others, I shall but do him jnstiee, while I <1o myself peculiar 

honor." 

The salary of Belknap was a very meagre one tt]](l could 

not be collected; he was often compelled to labor iu the 

field to keep his family from want. At this point, January 

16, 1784, Hazard writes to Ilelkuap: "As l\fr. A. and 

Dr. C. appear to feel an interest in what concerns 

you, I let them read your letter. They were astonished 
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and as much hurt as myself, at the thought that a man of 

your genius and c<lucalion slioultl bo <loomo<l to drag out 

a rn isoraLlc existence among such savages. The Doctor 

immol1iato1y aske<l mo if thoro were no vacancies within 

the bou11ds of the ~ynod. It would rnako him very happy, 

if yon cou1<l bo fixed in our neighborhood." 

February 271,h, 1784, Belknap replies:-" I am much 

obligrnl to yon aml Clarkson au<l l\fr. Aitken, for your pity 

au<l goo<l wishes. To live in a warmer climate and among 

a more polishe<l people would be very agreeable; but could 

a man be a member of a synod without subscribing formu

larics ?" Again, he says: "I cannot enougl1 express my 

gratitude to tho good Ulysses, for his superlative kindness 

to me and minfl. How should I enjoy myself in the fre

quent company an<l conversation of such friends l but this 

is not the case. I hani not one of the dght sort within a 

dozen miles of me; I mean a sympathetic soul and con

genial soul with whom I can mix essence.~ and talk on every 

sn!y·cct with eqnal ease and pleasure." 

May 11th, 1784, he writes:-" I ought to have taken 

notice of one sentiment in one of your letters, viz; that 

UlyssC's arn1 yon ancl I won Id, if tngotl1or, enjoy congeniality. 

0, how llcsiraLlc is sueh a situation! I ea1111ot but hope it 

will some clay or other be realiz0<1. I think on coming to 

Philadelphia, with as much earnestness as the crew of 

1Eneas's ship did on Italy, Commodore Anson's on the 

island of Juan Fernandez; " 
14 
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A year later Hazard's <lnties compelle<l him to rcnwve to 

New York, and under date of April lGth, 178.5, Belknap 

writes: "Your kirnl attention to my son is very pleasing 

to me and deserves my warmest gratitude. I am sorry, on 

his account, you cannot reside at Philadelphia. 'ro lose 

one out of the few friends he has there, and the chief of 

them too, is a great loss." "I cannot 

help dreaming that I shall see Phiadelphia, and call on you 

on my way thither; but at present it is only a dream." 

On September 17th, 1785, Dr. Belknap left home on 

the journey to Philadelphia, which ho had so long contem

plated. He spent some time on the way at Boston, Provi

dence, Newport and New York, where he saw his friend 

Hazard. At Philadelphia, he was the guest of Mr. Aitken, 

with whom his son Joseph was apprenticed. Ho made tho 

acquaintance of Dr. Gernrclus Clarkson and of other well 

known persons. He was absent seven weeks, reaching 

home on the 5th of November.* 

On December 10th 1785, Hazard writes to Belknap: 

" Mr. Matthew Clarkson's daughter was married on the 

Uth ult., to 1\fr. Robert Ralston." Later on Belknap writes 

to Hazard: "I rlo so much rejoice in the connexion forme<l 

between us and that worthy family, for tho intro<lndion to 

which I am greatly obliger! to yon." Arn] again, June 21st, 

178G: "Pray give my best regards to the worthy Ulysses, 

• A full account of this journey, largely 11arrate1! by himself, is tohl in the 

admirable "Life of Dr. Belknap," by his grand-tlaughtc1·, Mrs. Jules Marcou. 
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and thank him for the valuable books he sent me through 

yonr ltall(ls." 

" I would write to him, and write largely on the subject 

of the Common Prayer, Articles, etc., on which we dis

conrse<l at his house,* but he must excuse me for the 

present and so must you, from being very particular and 

punctual, until the graml alfair of my removal from hence 

is fully accomplished. 'l'he etir1uette of removing a minis

ter from a parish in New England, is as tedious as obtaining 

a divorce in the Spiritual Courts. " 

From the correspondence, up to this time, it seems that 

tl10 effort to procure tho removal of Dr. Belknap and family 

io Philadelphia, was still under contemplation. Hazard 

writes as follows: "You left a good name in Philadelphia, 

and there are some folks there who have almost as good an 

opinion of you as I have."t 

Belknap in reply, expresses a fondness for Philadelphia, 

but nothing can exceed his attachment to his native Boston, 

and he therefore accepts the invitation of the Congregational 

Society to settle with them. 

Within the next few months a difficulty arose between 

Aitken the master and Joseph (Ilclknap's son), the appren

tice. Hazard, who executed the indentures, resided at this 

time in New York, and Dr. Clarkson was appealed to in the 

• It was about this time, that the Proposed llook was under consideration. 

f My colleague has given this letter in full, iu the .Memoir of Matthew 

Clarkson. 
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interest of peace. Belknap writes to Hazard : "Dy the last 

letters received from Aitken an<l Josey, I find the breach 

is grown so wide that they both desire a separation. A., 

by his own account, has nuule a very free use of 'the fist ' 

and the 'knottc1l conl,' both very b::ul instrmnents of 
reformation in the hands of a perfervi<l Caledonian." 

"This, with Master Bob's mode of correction, has entirely 

disgusted Jo, and alieuatotl his affections. One cause of 

complaint is that Jo once absented from the afternoon 

and evening meeting. Jo says it was in consequence of a 

blow received from his master's fist, on the Sun<lay noon at 

dinner, which gave him a black eye, and unfitted him for a 

decent appearance in any worshipping assembly. Neglect 

of business, and company of bad boys, form another com

plaint. Jo says his almost only companions are Oswald's 

apprentices, and that they are not bad. IIe also says that 

A. has had six apprentices and that but one ever servo<l 

his time out, and that ho lrns shown his marks of the old 

man's cruelty. A. has appealed to Dr. Clarkson, and 

says that the Doctor thinks I ha<l better remove Josey. In 

this state of the controversy, I feel myself very unhappy 

that I cannot be on the spot, that yon are not on the spot, 

and that I am not able to converse with you but by this 

dilatory method of writing. To remo<ly as far as possible, 

these inconveniences, I have taken ad vantage of the per

mission which passecl through your hands to mo, from 

A., to let Jo make us a friendly visit. I have agreetl 
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with a Captain Dagget, who is now urnlcr sail out of this 

port, to convey Jo hither. I have written to Dr. Clarkson 

all<l Mr. Ball, <lesiring their advice about Jo's returning to 

Philadelphia after he has been here, either to serve out 

his time with A., or go to some other master there. If 

they u<lvise to his not returning at all, then I have desired 

them, after exami11atio11, to certify as much as they can in 

his favour, that he may be recommende<l to some person 

here. I3ut I had much rather he would return to Philadel

phia, if matters can be accommodated with A., or he can 

get another master. I have also written with great mod

eration to A., and have advised ,Jo to make all proper 

submissions and uck11owledgmc11ts, an<l, if po8sible, part 

in peace. I should be very much obliged to you if you 

will write to Dr. C. and give him your ideas of what you 

deem best. I am sorry to trouble you or the Doctor with 

such a matter, but know not how to avoi<l it." 

This consultation resulted in tho indentures being 

cancelled. 

From this date until 1788, the allusions to members of 

the Clarkson .family are brief, and in connexion with this 

narrative, unimportant. 

July 3, 1788, I-Iazanl writes: "l\Iy mother continues very 

ill." July 17th: " My mother is so ill that I have thought 

it advisable to se11d for my sister from Philadelphia. 

August 7th: "My good mother still languishes, and from 

appearmiees, will leave us soon. Death will not find her 
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unprepared." August 21st, 1788 : "Death has made a 

breach in my family, by removing my go0<l mother from 

us. She died last Friday night, having set us a brigl1t 

example of both faith and patience." 

Two years later, from Now York, under date of October 

4th, 1700, Hazard writes to Belknap: "I have lately been 

informed of the death of the goocl Dr. Clarkson. He live<l 

an ornament to the christian name and <liod the death of tl1e 

righteous. No death hns lately happened in which I have 

felt so great a loss. However, it cannot be many years 

before we shall be re-nniterl, ancl the friendship begun on 

earth will be perfected in Heaven." Dolknup in turn writc:'l: 

"Dr. Rush has written me an excellent letter, giving me an 

account of the death and character of Dr. Clarkson, of whom 

he speaks in the most exulted terms, as one of tho Lost of 

men, and to whom he was greatly indebted, especially 011 a 

religious account. One of his expressions is: 'Ile was 

twenty years ahead of me in his attention to the one thing 

needful."' Hazard to Belknap, January 14th, 1701, writes: 

" Dr. Rush has not written in too exalted terms of Dr. 

Clarkson, for though his attachment to him was strong, the 

Doctor's merit was equally great." 



IV. 

PIIILADELPHIA IN 1787. 

\Ve turn now from the Belknap papers and in our search 

for ilems of interest to make as complete as possible the 

record we have in hand, there has lately come to us a work 

published in CincinnaLi (1888), that gives a glimpse of the 

::;ocial life and customs of our ancestors in Philadelphia 

in 1787.* 

"PHILADELPIIIA IN 1787." 

"Ji'riday, Jnly 13. The Indian Queen Tavern is situatfJd 

in Third Stroot, between Market Street and Chestnut Street, 

and is 11ot far from the center of the city. It is kept in an 

elegant style, and consists of a large pile of buildings, with 

many spacious halls, and numerous small apartments, 

appropriated for lodging rooms. As soon as I had inquired 

of tho bnr-kocpor, when I arrived last evening, if I could be 

• The journal of Rev. ~Ianasseh Cutler. We quote in full from the jour

nal, vol. i, pages 263 to 283. 
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fnrnished with lodgings, a livery servant was onlcred 

immediately to attend me, who receiveJ my baggage from 

the hostler, and conducted me to the apartment assigned by 

the bar-keeper, which was a rather small but a very harnl

some chamber (No. 9), furnished with a rich field be<l, 

bureau, table with drawers, a laL"go looking-glass, neaL 

chairs and other furniture. Its front was east, and, being 

in the third story, afforded a fine prospect toward the river 

and the Jersey shore. The servant that attended me was a 

young, sprightly, well-built black fellow, neatly dressed

blue coat, sleeves and cape red, and buff waistcoat arnl 

breeches, the bosom of his shirt ruflied, and hair powdered. 

After he had brought np my baggage and properly depositell 

it in the chamber, he brought two of the latest London 

magazines and laid on the table. I ordered him to call a 

barber, furnish me with a bowl of water for washing, and 

to have tea on the table by the time I was dressed. My 

intention was to have taken a walk, and delivered some of 

my letters in the evening, but so much time was occnpio!l 

in shifting my clothes, getting from under tho hnrnls of tho 

barber, and taking tea, I found it too la.to, an<l bcsiL1cs felt 

myself not a little fatigued with my day's journey, whieh 

had been 43 miles since 10 in the morning. Distance from 

New York, 95 miles, and from home, 397. 

" Being told, while I was at tea, that a number of the Mem

bers of the Continental Convention, now convened in this 

city for the purpose of forming a Federal Constitution, 
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lodged in this house, and that two of them were from 

Massachusetts, immediately after tea, I sent into their Hall 

(for they live by themselves) to l\Ir. Strong, and requested 

to speak with him. We had never been personally ac

'lnainted, nor had I any lotter to him, but we had both of 

ns an hearsay knowletlgo of each otlier, and Mr. Gerry had 

lately mentioned to Mr. Strong that he daily expected me, 

in consequence of a letter he had received from Governor 

Bowdoin. J\Ir. Strong very politely introduced me to Mr. 

Gorham, of Charlestown, Mass.; l\Ir. Madison and Mr. 

l\Iason and his son, of Virginia; Governor Martin, Hon. 

Hugh Williamson, of North Carolina; the Hon. John Rut

ledge and l\Ir. Pinckney, of South Carolina; l\Ir. Hamilton, 

of New York, who were lodgers in the house, and to several 

other gentlemen who were spending the evening with 

them. I spent the evening with these gentlemen very 

agreeably. Mr. Strong and l\Ir. Gorliam insisted on my sit

ting a while with them, after the other gentlemen retired, 

that they might inquire with more freedom and more 

minntely into state affairs in the Massachusetts. We sat 

until half after one. 'l'hey both of them very politely 

olfere<l to wait on me to any part of the city, and to introduce 

me to any gentlemen of their acquaintance I should wish to 

sec. Ilut I assured them that my business with Congress 

required so speedy a return to New York that I should be 

able to spend very little time in Philadelphia, and that 

my introductory letters were so numerous I doubted whether 
15 
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I should be able to deliver them nJJ. Mr. Strong proposed 

going with me in the morning to Mr. Gerry's, as early as I 

pleased, and so wished them good-night. 

"I rose very early this morning, and the servant assigne\1 

me came into the chmnher before I was dresse<l, to know 

my commands. l\Ir. Strong was up as early as myself, and 

we took a walk to Mr. Gerry's, in Spruce street, where we 

breakfasted. Few old bachelors, I believe have been more 

fortunate in matrimony than Mr. Gerry. His lady is young, 

very handsome, and exceedingly amiaLie. She appears to 

be possessed of fine accomplishments. I shoull1 suppose her 

not more than 17, and Lelieve he must be turned of 55. 

They have been married about eighteen months, and have 

a fine son about two months old, of whom they appear both 

to be extravagantly fon<l. l\fr. C:erry has hire<l a house, 

and lives in a family state. I was surprised to firnl how 

early ladies in Philadelphia can rise in the morning, and 

to see them at breakfast at half after five, when in Boston 

they can hardly see a breakfast table at nine without falling 

into hysterics. I observed to Mrs. Gerry that it seemed to be an 

early hour for ladies to breakfast. She said she always rose 

early, and found it conducive to her health. She was 

inured to it from her childhood in New York, and that it 

was the practice of the Lest families in Philadelphia. · Mr. 

Gerry had receiveJ a letter from Governor Bowdoin, 

requesting that he would wait on me to Dr. Franklin's in 

person, when I arrived in the city. Although I had several 
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introductory letters to the Doctor, yet I wished for the 

company of some gentlemen of my acciuaintance when I paid 

my respects to that venerable sage, l\Ir. Gerry expressed a 

great tlcal of pleasure arn1 satisfaction in having the oppor

tunity of introducing me to the Doctor, and supposed the 

best time would be about five in the afternoon-which was 

agreed on. 

"Mr. Stroug went with me, after breakfast, to Dr. Mor

gan's, in Pine Street, to whom I had letters from Dr. 

Warren, of Boston, and his brother, at Princeton. The 

Doctor received me with politeness, and I had the pleasure 

of introducing l\Ir. Strong to him, ,vho had not been 

acquainted with him. But we wore very soon interrupted 

with an urgent message to the Doctor to visit, instantly, a 

person in a desperate situation. 'l'he Doctor, however, 

while his carriage ,vas getting ready, went with us to Dr. 

Clarkson's, in the same street, where he and Mr. Strong 

left me. Dr. Clarkson 1s one of those fine, accomplished, 

benevolent characters which inspire the most exalted 

ideas of human nature. I found him fully to answer the 

character I had received of him. l\Iy letters to him were 

from his much-esteemed frientl, Mr. Belknap, and his 

brother-in-law, l\Ir. Hazard. ·when he had read my letters, 

he recoiYctl me, not merely in the common formalities of 

politeness; but with the warm affection an<l friendship of an 

intimate acquaintance that lrn<l been long aLsent. ·when 

he found my stay in. the city must be very short, he <lis-
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missed all his business, sent his servant to inform his 

patients that it was not proba1le he should be able to see 

them on that day or the next; if any thing special occurrctl, 

he must be particularly informed, and devoted himself 

entirely to wait on me. I was formally introduced to his 

son, who ha<l just before received Episcopal Onlination 

from Dr. White, the Bishop of this State, and is about to be 

settled in one of the churches in this city; and to his three 

little daughters. Mrs. Clarkson was confined above stairs 

by• a nervous weakness of long standing, which prevented 

my seeing her. After engaging me to dine with him, he 

ordered his Phaeton to be lmrnesse<l, that we might take a 

general view of the city, etc. ·w c rode ont of the city ou 

the western side, toward the Schuylkill, and passecl by the 

Hospital and Bettering-house. 

"\Ve continued our route, in view of the Schuylkill, all<l 

up the river several miles, and took a view of a number of 

Country-seats, one belonging to Mr. R Morris, the Ameri

can financier, arnl who is said to be possessed of the greatest 

fortune in America. His country-scat is not yet completed, 

but it will be superb. It is planned on a largo scale, the 

gardens and walks are extensive, and the villa, situate<l on 

an eminence, has a commanding prospect <lowu the Schuyl

kill to the Delaware. 

"We returuecl to the northern side of the city, mHl passe<l 

through the principal streets in the longest direction of the 

city and parallel with the Delaware. We also passe<l up 
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and down most of the strcels in the cross direction. This 

gave me an opportunity of seeing the whole of the city, of 

viewing it in several directions, and observing all the pub

lic Luikli11gs. Iu this tour I delivered most of my letters, 

Lut had only time to deliver them, for the Doctor waited 

for me in his carriage. I was therefore obliged to inform 

them that my stay woultl be very short in the city, and was 

ohliged to decline all their invitations. We returned to the 

Doctor's house about twelve, having rode, by the Doctor's 

computation, near twenty miles. His horses were very 

largo and fine, and he had as much as he could well do to 

rein them. 

"AfLcr refreshing ourselves, we took a ramble on foot, 

called on Dr. Rush, whom ,ve fortunately found at home. 

The Doctor is the complete gentleman, and one of the first 

literary characters in America. After reading my letter, 

mid usual ceremony, ho expressed much satisfaction in hav

ing an opportunity to see me, and tok1 me he had for some 

time wished for a correspondence. He thanked me very 

particularly for my Botanical Paper in the Memoirs of the 

American Academy, and sai<l that Dr. Franklin and he 

had desired the printers of the Columbian :Magazine to 

publish tho extracts from it, which had appeared in that 

publication. He approveJ of my plan, and appeared very 

anxious that I should pursue it. He observeJ that they 

were endeavoring to raise a funJ for establishing a Botanical 

GarJen in that city,. whieh he hoped they should be able to 
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effect, and assured me that T was the only person who had 

been in nomination to take the superintendency, and give 

the Botanical lectures to the students in Physics of the 

University. 'l'his led me to inquire after 1Jr. Cox, the 

present Professor of Botany in the University here, arnl to 

observe that I was not so fortunate as to have a letter to 

him, but wished for tho favor of being introduced, as I 

understood he had studied under the immediate illStruction 

of the great Linmeus. Both of the gentlemen readily 

offered to introduce me, hut both observed they believed 

it would afford me very little satisfaction; that he di<l not 

pretend to give lectures, lwtl never attended to the practical 

part, au<l perhaps was not a very complete master of the 

theory. Finding that they seemed inclined to keep their 

Botanist out of sight, I di<l not insist on seeing him. Bnt 

Dr. Rush observed that Mr. Bartram had much more 

botanical knowledge than Cox, and crnployctl mneh of bis 

time in the explanation of plants. He imagine11 I wonl<l 

be pleased with him, and wished I would find time to visit 

him. Dr. Clarkson proposed 11 ride early the next mornillg 

to Bartram's scat, two miles Lcyond tlic Sehnylkill. l>r. 

Rush said he should be very happy to accompany us, Lut it 

was the clay for his formal visit to the Hospital, wltich 

must commence precisely at 11 o'clock, and he ha<l some 

special business to settle with the Directors, whom he liatl 

engaged to meet at seven in the morning, and was of such u 

nature that it could not be postponed. He askeil me if I 
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Juul seen tho hospital, 01· li:ul auy inclination to attend the 

visilatiu11 with liim. I t,licu conclll<1cd to go out to Dart.ram's 

with Dr. Clarkson in his l'lwoton at six, and wo were to 

meet Dr. Rush at the Hospital at 11 o'clock, and engaged to 

di110 with hi111. '\Vo returned to Dr. Clarkson's am1 <linef1. 

"Im111odia!cly after dinner we called on Mr. Peale, to see 

his collection of paintings and natural curiosities. We were 

conducted into a room by a boy, who told us that Mr. Peale 

would wait on us in a minute or two. He desired us, how

ever, to walk into the room where the curiosities were, and 

sliowe(l us a long narrow entry which led into the room. I 

oh-;en·e<l, through a glass window at my right hand, a gen

tleman close to me, standing with a pencil in one hand, and 

a small shoot of ivory in the other, an<l his eyes directe.d to 

the opposite side of tho room, as though he WfLS taking some 

object on his ivory sheet. Dr. Clarkson did not see this 

man until ho stepped into tho room, but instantly turned 

about arn1 came back saying, 'l\Ir. Peale is very busy, tak

ing the picture of something with his pencil. We will step 

ba.ck into the other room and wait till he is at leisure.' 

We retnrncll through the entry, but as we enfa:red tho room 

we came from, we met Mr. Peale coming to us. The Doctor 

startcll baek in astonishment, arnl cried out, 'Mr. Peale, 

how is it possible yon should got out of tho other room to 

meet us here'?' Mr. Peale smiled. 'I have not been in tho 

other room,' says ho, 'for some time.' 'No!' says Clark

son, ' Did not I see you there this moment, with your pencil 
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and ivory·?' 'Why, do you think yon ditl '?' says Peale. 

'Do I think I did'? Yes,' says the Doctor, 'I s,tw yon 

there H I ever saw yon in my life.' '·well,' says Peale, 

'let us go and see.' ,vhen we retumed, we fonnd the man 

standing as before. :My astonishment was now nearly equal 

to that of Dr. Clarkson; for, although I knew what I saw, 

yet I beheld two men, so perfectly alike that I could not 

discern the minutest <lifference. One of them, indeed, had 

no motion; but he appeared to me to be as absolutely alive 

as the other, and I could hardly help wondering thn.t he did 

not smile or take a part in the conversation. This was a 

piece of wax-work which Mr. Peale had just finished, in 

which he had taken himself. So admirable a performance 

must have done great honor to his genius if it had been that 

of any other person, but I think it is much more extraordi

nary that he should be able so perfectly to take himself. 

To what perfection is this art capable of being carried! 

By this method, our particular friends and ancestors might 

be preserved in perfect likeness to the latest generation. 

\Ve seem to be able in some degree to disappoint the 

ravages of time, and prevent mortality itself, the common 

lot of man, from concealing from us in its dreary retreats 

our dearest connections. This room is constructed in a 

very singular manner, for the purpose of Exhibitions, 

where various scenery in paintings is exhibitctl in a man

ner that has a most astonishing effect. It is very long but 

not very wide, has no windows, nor iioor over it, but is open 
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up to the roof, whieh is two or three stories, and from above 

the light is admiitc<l in greater or less quantities at pleasure. 

Tlic wal18 of t.he room arc covcro<l with paintings, both por

Lrai t. :rn«l J1istoric. Ono par(foular part is as8igned to the 

port.rails of tlte principal Arnmiea11 char:tders who appeared 

011 t.hc stage rlnring Lite late revult1tio11, either in tho coun

ci18 or armies of their country. 'l'lio drapery was excellent., 

arnl the likenesses of all of whom I had auy personal 

]mow ledge were well taken. I fancio<l myself introduced to 

all tho Go11ornl Officers that had boon in tho field during 

tlio war, wliether dead or alive, for I think he had every 

one, and to most of the members of Congress and other dis

tinguishccl characters. To grace his collection, he ha<l a 

1rnmher of the most tlistinguished clergymen in the middle 

an<l southern states who ha<l, in some way or other, been 

active in the revolution. In other parts were a number of 

line hi1;loric pieces, executed in a masterly manner. At the 

upper end of the room, General "\Vashington, at full length 

and nearly as large as the life, was placed, as President of 

this sage and martial assembly. At the opposite end, under 

a smn.ll gallery, his natural curiosities were arranged in a 

most romantic an<l amusing ma11ner. There was a mound 

of earth, consi(ler:tbly raised anc1 co\·crc<l with green turf, 

from whieh a number of trees asce1uled and branched out in 

different directions. On tlie declivity of this mound was a 

small thicket, and just below it au artificial pond; on the 

other side a number of largo and small rocks of different 
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kin<ls, collcctecl from 1lilforc11t parts of the worl11, aml repre

sented the rude state iu which they are generally foull(l. At 

the foot of the mound were holes dug and the earth thrown 

up, to show the different kinds of clay, ochre, coal, marl, etc., 

which he had collected from diif eront parts; also, various 

ores and minerals. Around the pond was a beach, on 

which was exhibited an assortment of shells of different 

kinds, turtles, frogs, toads, lizards, water snakes, etc. In 

the pond was a collection of fish with their skins stuffed, 

water-fowls, such as the different species of geese, ducks, 

cranes, herons, etc.; all having the appearance of life, for 

their skins were admirably preserved. On the mound were 

those birds which commonly walk on the ground, as the 

partridge, quail, heath-hen, etc.; also, different kinds of 

wild animals-bear, <leer, leopard, tiger, wild-eat, fox, rac

coon, rabbit, squirrel, etc. In the thkkets and among the 

roeks, land-snakes, rattle-snakes of an enormous size, black, 

glass, striped, and a number of other snakes. 'Ilic bougl1s 

of the trees were loaded with birds, some of almo8t every 

species in America, and many exotics. In short, it is not in 

my power to give any particular account of the numerous 

species of fossils and animals, but only their genernl 

arrangement. What heightened the view of tl1is 8ingnlar 

collection was that they were all real, either their substance 

or their skins finely preserved. I was much mortifie1l that 

it was not in my power to see oue of his cxhibitio11s; bnt 

these can be performed to advantage ouly in the night, 
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teqnire very consiclerable and expensive preparation, and 

this i8 not the season of the year in which they are given. 

'l'his view seems to give some idea of what can be done, but 

Dr. Clarkson's account of them cxccetls all credibility. l\fr. 

Pcnle's animals remill(le<l mo of Noah's Arie, into which was 

receivccl every kincl of beast and creeping thing in which 

tl1ern was life. But I can liarllly conceive that even Noah 

coul1l have Loaste<l of a better collection. Mr. Peale was 

very complaisant, and gave us every information we desire<l. 

Ho requeste<l me to favor him with any of the animals an<l 

fossils from this part of America, not already in his 

nrnseum, which it might be in my power to eollect. 

"From l\Ir. Peale's wo wont to tho State House. This is a 

noble building; tho architecture is iu a richer and grander 

style than any public building I have before seen. The 

first story is not an open walk, as is usual in buildings 

of this kind. In the rni<ldlo, however, is u very broad cross

aisle, and the floor above supported by two rows of pillars. 

From this aisle is a bro:Hl opening to a large hall, town.rd 

the west eml, which opening is supported by arches and 

pillars. In this Hall the Courts are held, and, us you pass 

the aisle, you have a full view of the Court. The Supreme 

Court was now sitting. This bench consists of only three 

jlHlgos. Their robes are scarlet; the lawyers', black. 'l'he 

Chief Judge, Mr. McKean, was sitting with his hat on, 

"·hiclt is !.ho custom, but struck me as being very odd, and 

St\l'llll'll to 1lerugatc friim lite llig11ity of a judge. The hall 
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east of the aisle, is employctl for public busi11oss. 'l'lte 

chamber over it is occupied by the Continental Co11-

vention, which is now sitting, but sentries are plantl:d with

out and within-to prevent any person from approaching 

near-who appear to be very alert in the performance of 

their duty. 

"We passed through this broad aisle into the },fall. It 

is small, nearly square, a111l I believe docs not contain mnre 

than one acre. As you enter the Mall tlll'ongh the State 

House, which is the only avenue to it, it appears to be 

nothing more than a large i1mer Court-yanl to the State 

House, ornamented with trees and walks. Hnt licru is a 

fine display of rural fancy and elegance. It was so lately 

]aid out in its present form that it has not assnmecl that air 

of granclenr which time will give it. 'L'hc trees arc y<.,t 

small, but most judiciously arra11ged. 'l'lte artificial 

mounds of earth, and depression:,;, and smnll groves iu the 

squares have a most delightful effect. 'fhe numerous walks 

are well gravelled and rolled hard; they arc all in a serpen

tine direction, which heightens the bennty and affonls con

stant variety. That painful sameness, commo11ly to Le met 

with in garden-a}leys, ant! other works of tl1is kin<1, is 

happily avoi<lctl l1ore, for tl1cro are 110 two parts ol' ll1e :i\Iall 

that are alike. Hognrlh's 'Lillo of Beauty' i:,; lierc com

pletely verified. The public arc imlebted to the fertile 

fancy and taste of l\fr. Sam'l Vaugha11, for iltc elegance 

of this plan. It was lai1l out arnl executed mHler his 
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direction aLout three years ngo. The .Mall 1s at present 

nearly sn1-romHled with buildings, which stand near to the 

board fence that 011closes it, an<l the parts now vacant will, 

i11 a short time, Lo filled up. Ou one part tlie Philosophical 

Society arc erecting a large buil<ling for holding their 

meetings an<l depositing their Library and Cabinet. This 

building is begun, and on another part, a County Court

house is now going up. But, after all tho beauty an<l 

elegance of this public walk, there is one circumstance that 

mnst forever Lo di.~gu.sti11g, an<l must greatly diminish the 

pleasure and amusement which these walks would other

wise afford. At the foot of the Mall, an<l opposite to the 

Court-house, is tho PrisOll, fronting directly to the Mall. It 

is very long and high, I believe, four stories, and built of 

stone. The building itself, which is elegant., would appear 

well, wore it 11ot for its unsavory contents. Your cars are 

col 1sta11 Lly i11sulLctl wi Lh their DillingsgaLc language, or 

your feelings wounded with their pitiful complaints. '!'heir 

loug reed poles, with a little cap of cloth at the end, arc 

constantly extended over into the Mull, in on1er to receive 

your charity, which they are incessantly begging. An<l if 

yon refuse thorn, they loud you with the most foul and hor

riL1 imprecations. In short, whatever part of the Mall you 

arc in, this cage of unclean birds is constantly in your view, 

anil their doleful cries attacking your ears. 

",ve next made a vi::iit to the UHivcrsity. On our way 

we cnlle<l at Dr. Ewing-'~, the Provost of the University, who 
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was gone with 1fr. Rittenhouse and Mr. Hutchins to settle 

the line between N cw York and ~Iassachnsetts, an<l wl1om I 

had seen at New York. Dr. Ewing gave me a letter to his 

lady, which I 11elivere<l. She told me that she luul alrea11y 

received u. letter from the Doctor, intiwming he1· that I 

should be in the city that week, and that I ha<l given him 

encouragement, if I spend the Sabbath in Philadelphia, of 

supplying his Pulpit, for the Doctor is not only the Ptesi

dent of the University, but tl1e minister of one of the largest 

congregations m the city. I assured Mrs. Ewing that it 

would not be m my power to supply hi::; Desk, as I was 

absolutely obliged to leave the city tho next <lay. '1'110 

University is near the Doctor's house. It is a pretty large, 

but an old an<l odd-built fabric. It makes no appearance, 

and the accommodations are very indifferent. The hall is 

the most elegant part; it is pretty large, handsomely orna

mented, and the insiue ,vork consists of consillerul)lo carv

ing, in an old-fashioned style. There are very few stu<lcnls 

that reside within tho walls, not more than fifty; bnt if you 

inquire the number of students that belong to the Univer

sity, they will tell you between three and four lrnllllrcd, for 

all the principal schools in the city come within the limits 

of the charter of the University, and are under its govern

ment, and scholars belonging to them are admitted to 

Degrees, after having made proper proficiency in scieneo. 

This University was origirn11ly designed for educating stu

dents in Physics only, and wus estaLlished by Episcopalians 
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and Quakers, but, since the Itcvolution, the charter and 

privileges nre extended, and it furnishes nmny young gen

tlemen for the desk awl tho bar. The endowments are 

very ample, rnpporti11g a large munber of professors. The 

sl1or!.ncss of my time ,lid not admit my calli11g 011 any of 

Lhcrn. We waitotl on only two of tho tutors. '1'110 Library 

is very small, consisting only o[ a. few anti(1uatcd authors, 

and the :tpparalu8 not much bcUor. l\Ir. Rittonhousc's 

orrcry is the only instrument worthy of notice;· the Cabinet 

is trifling. But the want of these in t.he University 1s 

pretty well supplied by tho large and valuable collection of 

hooks, iw;truments, and natural curiosities in Carpenters' 

Hall. 

"From the UuiYersit.y we went through those streets 

where the Meeting Houses and Churches arc situated, and 

took a view of them. The prill<.:ipal arc the two large 

.i\!ediug Hous('S belonging to Dr. Ewing and Dr. Spront; 

Lwo Clrnrchcs, tlic 0110 where Bishop 1Vl1ite officiates, aud 

the other, that of the late l\lr. Duehe. There arc a great 

number of other houses of \Vorship of different demomi1rn

tious, beside the Roman Catholic Church, and a Synagogue 

of Lhc Jews. In our rmuhlc we called a few minutes ou 

Dishop Wliilc, who was just going out, and we did lloL 

detain him, for we hnd hut a mome11t's time. I also called 

a minute on Dr. Sproat, to whom I had letters. He is 

between seventy and eighty, an<l the very picture of Father 

Rogers, of Ipswich. The ol<l gcnUcman urged us exceed-
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ingly to tarry, hnt it was not in our power. Ho rn tlte 

minister of the Meeting House built for the famous Gilbert 

Tennent, and his immediate successor, but has now a col

league settled with him. Our next call was on Mr. John 

Vaughan, son of Sarnnel Vaughan, Esq., arn1 tlio hrother of 

my friends, Charles and Samuel Vaughan. I had letters to 

the old gentleman, bnt, very unfortunately for me, ho was 

gone on u journey into tho Ohio country. 'l'l1e young gen

tleman, however, rcceiveu me with every expression of 

warmest friendship, nrgod mo to take lodgings with him, 

and dismissc<l nll lmsiness, to devote himself to mo. -Ho 

mentioned his LroL110rs having ol'Lon 1;pokon of their ac

quaintance with mo, and was acquainted with the corres

pondence which his brother Samuel and I had continued 

from our first acquaintance. Ile is not married, and, 

since his mother and sisters went to London in tho Spring 

with his brother Samuel, he and his father keep bachelors' 

hall in a very elegant home in fore street. He iH in a very 

large circle of trade, in partnership with another young 

gentleman. I informed him of my engagement to go with 

Mr. Gerry to Dr. Franklin's, and that the hom was thc,n 

arrived. Ho couhl not be denied the plcnsnre, ho said, of 

going with us, for Dr. Franklin he considerc(l as his father, 

having lived a number of years with him, and the two 

families were so strongly connected tliat they considered 

themselves as one ttrnl the same. 

"·when we came to Mr. Gerry's he was wailing for us; 
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hut, as he supposed we ha<l time enough, and foeli11g my

self mnch fatigned, we sat about lialf an hour. There were 

two young ladies by the name of Ifamli11to11 on a visit to 

l\[r. <:orry. They wore <lrossod very rich indeed, but were 

cntirC'ly sociable an<l agreeable. l\lr. Vaughan took a large 

share in the conversation, a11d with his easy and natural 

plcasa11 try, kept us in a burst of laughter. I knew that Mr. 

Vaughan was not acquainted with Mr. Gerry. I therefore 

introduced him, which :Mr. Gerry likewise did to his lady 

anrl the company. Dut I immediately supposed the young 

lndics, from liis instant and free sociahility, were of his 

mn;;t intimate acr1uainta11ce. He appeared to me to know 

enwytliing about them aml every ho(ly else that was meu

tioncr1 in the course of tho conversation. But, on our way 

to Dr. Franklin's, he asked mo if those young ladies were of 

my ncq11aint.a11co, rtll(l what were I.heir names, for they harl 

slipped his memory. This oxciLc<l my astonishment. I 

asked him if he had never seen them before. He said no, 

a111l ho was sure they did noL Lelong to Philadelphia, or he 

ccrt.ainly should have lrn(l some knowledge of them. Mr. 

Mr. Gerry informed us they wore from New York, and of 

]\[rs. Gerry's particular acr1uaintance. 'What advantages 

are dcriYod from a finished education and the best of com

pany! How does it banish that awkward stiffness, so 

common when strangers meet in company! How docs it 

engage the most perfect strangers in all tho freedom of an 
17 
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easy and pleasing sociability, common only to the mrn;t 

intimate friends ! 

"Dr. Franklin lives in Market Street, between Sceond 

and Third Streets, bnt liis honse sta1111s np a conrL-yHrd al. 

some distance from the street. ·we fourn1 him in liis 

Gart1on, sitting upon a grass plat n!ll1er a very largo Mnl

bcrry, with several other go11Llcnie11 an<l two or 01reo l:tdic8• 

'!'here wus no curiosity in Philadelphia which I felt so 

~nxious to see as this great man, who has been the wonder 

of Europe as well as the glory of Ameriea. Dnt a man who 

stood first in tl10 literary world, all([ had spent so many 

years in the Courts of Kings, pnrticulnrly in the refined 

Court of France, J eouceivcd woul1l not ho of very easy 

access, and must certainly have mueh of tho air of grandeur 

and majesty aLont him. Common folks nmst expect 01ily 

to gaze at him at a distance, and answer :;nch c1uestions as 

he might please to ask. In short, when I entered his 

house, I felt as if I was going to be intrOlluced to the pres

ence of an Enropean l\fouareli. But how were rny i<leas 

changec1, when I 8:tW a 8l1ort, fat, trn11cl10ll old man, in a 

plain Quaker dress, bahl pate, and short while loeks, sitting 

without his hat under the tree, mHl, as l\fr. Gerry intro

duced me, rose from his chair, took 1110 by tho han<l, 

expressed his joy to sec me, welcomet1 me to the city, and 

begged me to seat myself close to him. His voice was low, 

but his countenance open, frank arn1 pleasing. He instantly 

reminded me of the ol<1 Captain Cnnuning8, for he is nearly 



PHILADELPHIA IN 1787. 131 

of his piLcli, and no more of tho :ur of superiority about 

hilll. J llclivcrcd liim my lettot·s. After he hatl read them, 

ho took 1110 again liy tho lrnrnl, allll, with tho usual compli

ments, iutro<luco<l mo to the other gentlemen of the com

pany, who wnrc rno8t of Lhern mcmlicrs of the Convention. 

1 fore wo entered into a free conversation, and spent our 

time rnost agreeably until it was <lark. 'l'ho tea-table was 

sprc:ttl under tho tree, awl 1frs. Bacho, who is the only 

<laughter of tho Doctor aml lives ·with him, served it 

out to the company. She had three of her children 

about he1·, over whom slio secmotl to have no kind of 

comrnmHl, but who appeared to he excessively fond of 

their Graudpapa. The Doctor showed me a curiosity he 

had just received, aml with which he was much pleased. 

It was a snake with two heads, preserved in a. large 

vial. It was taken near tho confluence of the Schuylkill 

with the. Delaware, nLout foltl' miles from this city.. It 

was alJont ten inches long, well proporLioned, the heads 

perfect, and unite<l to tl10 hotly aLout one-fourth of an 

inch below tho exLromiLios of the jaws. The snake was 

of a· dark browu, approaching to hla.ck, and the back beau

tifully speckled (if beauty can ho n.pplio<l to a snake) with 

white; the belly was rather chockoro<l with a reddish color 

and white. 'l'lio Doctor supposed it to be full grown, which 

1 thillk appoar8 prolmhlc, :u1<1 lhinks it must lie a sui generis 

of that class of ani nrnb. II e gro1m<ls his opinion of its not 

heiug an oxlrao1·lli11ury prn<ludiun, hut a. distinct genus, on 
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the perfect form of the snake, tho proLability of its Leing of 

some age, and having been found a snake entirely similar 

(of which the Doctor has a drawing, which he showeJ us) 

near Lake Champlain, in the time of the late war. The 

Doctor mentioned tho situation of this snake, if it was 

travelling among bushes, aml one hcaJ should choose to go 

on one side of tho stem of a Lush and the other hca1l should 

prefer the other side, mHl that neither of the he:uls would 

consent to come back or gi vo way to the other. He was then 

going to mention a humorous matter that had that tlay 

taken place in Convention, in consequence of his comparing 

the snake to America, for he scomctl to forget that every 

thing in Convention was to be kept a profound secret; Lu t 

the secrecy of Convention matters was suggesteJ to hill!, 

which stopp01l l1im, arnl <leprivctl me of tlie story lie was 

going to tell. After it was dark, we went into the hoH:;e, 

anJ .the Doctor invite1l 1110 i11to his library, which b like

wise his study. It is a very large clinmber, an1l l1igh 

studded. 'l'he walls were covered with Look-shelves filled 

with books; bc$idcs, tliore are four largo alcoves, extorn1iug 

two-thirds of tho length or tho Cluuuber, filetl in tlw sarno 

manuer. I prcsnmo this is tho largest, arnl Ly for tlto bo::;t, 

private library in America. Ile showed us a glass machine 

for exhibiting the circulation of the Lloo<l in tl1e arteries 

and veins of the human body. The circulation is cxliiliite<l 

by the passillg of a rctl fluid from a re:,;crvoir into 11u111erous 

capillary tubes of glass, rarnifiell in every direction, and 
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then returning in similar tubes to the reservoir, which was 

Joue with great velocity, without a11y power to act visibly 

on the fluid, and hacl the appearance of perpetual motion. 

Another great curiosity was a rolling press, for taking the 

copies of letters oi· any other writing. A sheet of paper is 

completely copieJ in less thm_1 two minutes, the copy us fair 

as the original, and without effacing it h1 the smallest 

degree. lt is an invent.ion of his own, arnl extremely use

ful iu mauy situaLiolls ill life. lle also showed us his long 

artificial arm and hand, for taking clown and putting books 

up on high shelves which are out of reach; and his great 

armed chair, with rockers, and a large fan placed over it, 

with wliich he fans himself, kel'ps off the flies, etc., ·while he 

sits reading, with only a small motion of his foot; and 

many other curiosities aml inventions, all his own, but of 

lesser note. Over his mantel-tree, lw has a prodigious 

number of rncLlals, busts, and casts in wax or plaster of 

Paris, which are the effigies of tho most noted characters in 

Emope. But what the Doctor wished principally to show to 

1110 was a huge volume on Botany, and which, indeed, 

afforded me the greatest pleasure of any 0110 thiJJg in his 

library. It was a single volume, but so large tltat it was 

with great (liflicnlty that the Doctor was able to raise it 

from a low shelf and lift it on to the table; lint with that 

senile ambition common to old people, he insisted on <loing 

it himself, anll would permit no person to assist him, 

merely to show ns liow much strength he hn<l remaining. 



134 MEMOIR OF GERARbUS CLARKSON. 

It contained the whole of Linnmns Systema Y egetubilia, 

with large cuts of every plant, and colored from nature. It 

was a feast to me, and the Doctor seemed to enjoy it as well 

as myself. "\Ve spent a couple of hours in examining thi::; 

volume, while the other gcmtlemcn amused themselves with 

other matters. 'l'he Doctor is not a Bot:.rnist, 1rnt lamented 

that he did not in early life attend to this science. He 

delights in natural history, alld expressed an earnest wish 

that I would pnrsue tho plan I lwtl begun, and hopcll this 

science, so much neglected in .America, w0ulJ be pursue<l 

with as much ardor here as it is now in every pad of 

Europe. I wanted fur thrcc montht:i at least to have devoto<l 

myself entirely to this one volume. But fearing I shoul<l 

be tedious to the Doctor, I shut up the volume, though he 

urged me to examine it longer. 'l'hc Dodor seeme<l 

extremely fond, through the course of the visit, of llwelling 

on Philosophical subjeets, and particularly that of natural 

History, while the other Gentlemen were swallowetl up with 

politics. This was a favorable circurnslanee to me, for 

almost the whole of his conversation was atldrcsscd to me; 

and I was highly delighted with the extensive knowledge 

he appeared to have of every subject, the brightness of his 

memory, and clearness alld vivacity of all his mental facul

ties. Notwithstanding hit:i age (eighty-four), his mtmncrs 

are perfectly easy, arnl every thing about him seems lo 

diffuse an unrei,;trainml frec1lom and happiuess. He has an 

incessant vein of lrnmor, accompauied with an uncommon 
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vivacity, which seems as natural and involuntary as his 

brcatl1i11g. Ho urged me to call on him again, hut my 

::;lwrL la1-ry \\'ot1hl 11ot :ul111iL. We look our leave at ton, 

and f relirnd lo 111y lodgings. 

"'J'lio gc•nt.lnml'n who ]()(lgcd 111 Lite l1ouso were just 

HiUing down Lo Hupper; a sumptuous table wns spread, all(l 

t.ho at.tornlanco in tho style of noblemen. After supper, Mr. 

St.ro11g came in and invited mo into their Hall, whore we 

sat till twol ,·o. Menliouing my engagement the next 

morning, Uovcrnor Martin, Mr. l\foson, l\fr. Strong, and 

several of tho other gentlemen wisl1od to bo of our party, 

Lnt woulcl have preferred an earlier hour than six, on 

account of rctuming in season to attend the Convention. 

Tl1oy wished to know if 5 o'clock wouhl not be agreeable to 

us. As tho matter lay wilh Dr. Clarkson, I sent a servant 

to know if it would be agreeable to go out of tl1e city at five 

in tho morning. Ile rol.urnocl mo an anRwer t.liat ho should 

011 his own part prefer five to six, anLl woul<l be happy to 

be favorc<l with tl1c company of tho other gentlemen. '\Ve 

then agree<! that the first who awakccl in the morning 

shonl<l call tho servants, tho gentlemen having already 

ordered them to have two coaches harnessoLl by 5 o'clock, 

Lut were (loubtful whether they wonld awake in season. 

"Jnly 1•1. As my chamber fronted to tho cast, an_d hav

ing my mind much ongngocl, I awoke just as the first 

dawning appeared and rung for a servant. ·when I had 

given him his orders, I look a walk to tho Market, while 
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the carriages were getting ready. It was then so dark that I 

could not distinctly sec a man bnt a few rods; Lut, to my 

astonishment, found more than 100 people in the market, 

and crowds coming from every street. 'L'he market 1s 

considered by many as the greatest curiosity in the city. It 

is a building of near half a mile in length, of one story 

high, supported by brick pillars at a small distance, the 

distance between them being open ; bnt a vacancy is left for 

the cross streets, of equal width with the streets. 'fhe floor 

is raised about two feet above the level of the street. It is 

perfectly straight, in the center of Market Street, whieh is 

100 feet wide, and is nearly in the center of the city. The 

part of the market near the river is devoted to fish of 

various kinds, the other parts to meat. The butter markets 

are next the houses, in several clusters. Along the sirlcs of 

the houses in this, and for some distance in tl1e cross streets, 

are arranged the vegetables arnl fruits. Every thing is 

adjusted in perfect order, and as neat and clean as a dining

hall. By the time it was fair daylight, tho marketers 

seemed to he all in arnl every thing arranged. '\'he crowds 

of purchasers filled every avenue so that it was almost 

impossible to pass. 'l'he stalls were furnished with excel

lent meat, and there was every kind of vegetable and fruit 

which the season afforded. The crowds of people seemed 

like the collection at Lhc last day, for there was of eycry 

rank and condition in life from the highest to the lowest, 
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male and female, of every age and every color. Several of 

the market women who sold fruit, I observed, had their 

infants in their arms and their children about them, and 

there seemed to be some of every nation under Heaven. 

The ladies, indeed, are the principal purchasers, but are in 

a dress not easily to be known by their most intimate 

ac'1naintanco, and arc always attended by a servant with his 

basket. What would tho i1clicatc Boston ladies think, if 

they were to be abroad at this hour? There is, I presume, as 

much real delicacy in Philadelphia as Boston. All, by this 

time, was bustle and hurry. A buzzing murmur of voices 

resounded through the crowds, but no clamorous noise nor 

crying of wares of any kind. This scene was so novel that 

I could not deny myself the pleasure of attending to it for 

a little time. I made myself very busy in traversing from 

one end of the market to the other, viewing every thing 

that was going on, and gazing at the numerous strange faces 

which appeared wherever I turned my eyes. At length I 

found myself obliged to give up this pleasure for the enjoy

ment of another. 

"When I returned, I found the gentlemen in their carriages 

and wondering what had become of me. I went on to Dr. 

Clarkson's, and desired them to follow. His carriage had 

just come out of the yard. We stepped in, and his son ac

companied us on horseback. \Ve crossed the Schuylkill, at 

what is called the lower ferry, over the floating bridge, to 

Gray's tavern, and, in about two miles, came to Mr. Bart-
18 
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ram's seat. Vl c alighted from our carriages, antl found our 

company were: Mr. Strong, Governor Mnrtin, 1fr. Mason 

and son, Mr. \Villiumson, Mr. l\fadison, 1fr. Rutle(1ge, and 

Mr. Hamilton, all members of Convention, 1Ir. Vaughan, 

and Dr. Clarkson and son. Mr. Bartram lives in an ancient 

Fabric, built with stone, and very large, which was the seat 

of his father. His house is on an eminence fronting to the 

Schuylkill, and his garden is on the declivity of the hill 

between his house and the river. We found him, with 

another man, hoeing in his garden, in a short jacket and 

trowsers, and without shoes or stockings. He at first stared 

at us, and seemed to be somewhat embarrasseLl at seeing so 

large and gay a company so early in the morning. Dr. 

Clarkson was the only person he knew, who introduced me 

to him, and informed him that I wished to converse with 

him on botanical subjects, and, as I lived in one of the 

Northern States, would probably inform him of trees nrnl 

plants which he had not yet in his collection; that the other 

gentlemen wished for the pleasure of a walk in his garden. 

I instantly cntcrc<l on the sulijcct of hot.any wil.11 ns nrnPh 

familiarity as possible, and inquired after some rare plants 

which I had heard that he had. Uc presently got rid of 

his embarrassment, and soon became very sociable, which 

was more than I expecteil, from the character I had heard 

of the man. I found him to he a practical botanist, though 

he seemctl to understand little of the theory. We ranged 

the several alleys, and he gave me the generic and specific 
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uamcs, place of growth, properties, etc., so for as he knew 

them. This is a very ancient gar<len, an<l the collection is 

largo iu<leed, but is made principally from the Middle and 

t~outhcrn States. It is finely situated, as it partakes of every 

kind of soil, lms n, fine stream of water, and an artificial 

poml, where lie has a goo<l collection of aquatic plants. 

There is no situation in which plants or trees are found but 

that they may be propagated here in one that is similar. 

But every thing is very badly arranged, for they are neither 

placed ornamentally nor botanically, but seemed to be 

jumbled together in heaps. The other gentlemen were very 

free and sociable with him, particularly Governor Martin, 

who has a smattering of Lotauy and a fine taste for natural 

history. There arc in this garden some very large trees 

that are exotic, particularly an English oak, which he 

assured mo was the only one in America. He had the Paw

paw tree, or Custard apple. It is small, though it bears 

fruit; but the fruit is very small. He has also a large num

ber of aromatics, some of them trees, and some plants. One 

plant I thought equal to cinnamon. 'l'he Franklin tree is 

very curious. It has been found only on one particular 

spot in Georgia. His cider-press is singular; the channel 

for the stone wheel to run in for griu<ling the apples is cut 

out of a solid rock; the bottom of the press is a solid rock, 

and has a square channel to carry off the juice, from which 

it is received into a stone reservoir or vat. From the house 

is n. walk to the river, between two rows of large, lofty trees, 
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all of different kinds, at the bottom of which is a summer

house on the bank, which here is a ledge of rocks, and so 

situated as to be convenient for fishing in the river, where 

a plenty of several kinds of fish may be caught. Mr. 13al't

ram showed us severn.l natural curiosities in the place where 

he keeps his seeds; they were principally fossils. He ap

peared fond of exchanging a number of his trees and plants 

for those which are peculiar to the Northern States. We 

proposed a correspondence, by which we could more 

minutely describe the productions peculiar to the Southern 

and Northern States. 

" About nine, we took our leave of l\Ir. Bartram, who 

appeared to be well pleased with his visitors, and returned 

to Gray's tavern, where we breakfasted. This tavern is on 

the south side of the Sclrnylkill, at the foot of the floating 

bridge. The land near the river is Lroken and rocky, 

though the rocks are mostly large, and the soil excellent. 

These rocks seem to be a species of freestone, that may be 

easily wrought into any form. 'fhere we were entertained 

with scenes romantic and delightful beyond the power of 

description. I know not how nor where to begin or end, 

nor can I give the faintest idea of this prodigy of art an<l 

nature. I will, however, attempt some account of it, to 

assist my own recollection. Nothing appears from the house, 

or in passing the street, that would attract the attention of 

the most inquisitive traveler, unless it be a flight of steps 

cut out of the solid rock at the east end of the house, by 
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which you ascend to a beautiful grass plat, shaded with a 

number of largo trees, in the rear of the house. This house 

in front is three stories, in the rear but two, for the back 

part of the lower story is underground. The house is a 

large pile of buildings, mostly old, but with some new addi

tions. From this grass plat we went into a piazza one story 

high, next the street, very pleasant, as it is in full view of 

the river. Here we breakfasted. After breakfast, Mr. 

Vaughan invited us to take a view of the Gardens. We 

returned to the grass plat, from which we ascended several 

glaccs by a serpentine gravel walk, and came to the Green

house. H is a very large siu11e lrnihling, three stories in the 

front awl two in tho rl'ar. Tho one-half of the house is 

divided lengthwise, and tho front part is appropriated to a 

groon-honso, and has 110 chamber floors. It is finished in 

the completest manner for the purpose of arranging trees 

and pln.nls in the most beautiful order. The windows are 

enormous. I believe some of them to be twenty feet in 

length, and proportionaLly wi1le. There is a fine gallery 

next the other part of ll10 house, whore company may view 

the vegetables to the best advantage. At this time, the trees 

and plants were removed into the open air, and the room 

whitcwashe<l and as neat as a parlor. The other part of the 

house, which communicates with the gallery, is divided into 

Hulls and small apartments, for the accommodation of 

severnl large companies (who wonld not wish to have inter

course) at the same time. All tl1cse apartments are hand-
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somely fur11ishe<1. On the top of the honsc is a spacious 

walk, where we haJ. a delightful view of the (;ity of I'l1ila

delphia. \Ve then took a view of il_w con tc11 Ii; of the greo11-

house, beautifully arranged i11 the opeu uir on tla, south of 

the gar<len. Here were most of the trees and fruits that 

grow in the hottest climates. Oranges, lemons, etc., in every 

stage from blossoms to ripe fruit; pine-apples in bloom, mul 

those that were fully ripe. The flowers wore numerous all(l 

extremely fragrant. "\Ve then rambled over tho Gardens, 

which are largo-seemel1 to be in a number of detached 

areas, all different in ::ii:,;o and fo1·111. Tl1c alley;; worn 110110 

of them straight, nor wore there any two alike. At every 

end, side and corner, there were swmmer-lw-use11, arbors 

covered with vinos or flowers, or sha<1y bowers encirdcd 

with trees and flowering shruLs, each of wliich was formed 

in a different taste. In the borders were arranged every 

kin<l of flower, one would think, that nature had ever pro~ 

duco<l, an<l with tlic utmost display of fam.:y, as well as 

variety. As we were walking on the northern si<le of tlw 

Garden, upon a beautiful glacis, we fonud ourselves on tl1c 

borders of a grove of woo.I arnl upon tho brow of a steep 

hill. Below us was a deep, shady valley, in the midst of 

which was a purling Htrcam of wntcr, mc:wdcri11g amo11g 

the rocks in its wny down to the river. At a Jistaucc, wo 

could just see three very high arched bridges, 0110 beyo11tl 

tho other. They woto lmilt in the Chinese :,tylc; the rails 

on the sides open work of various figures, and Lcautifnlly 
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painted. ·we saw them through tho grove, the brunches of 

tho trees partly concealing Lhcl1l, wliich produced the more 

romantic a1Hl <lelightful effect. As we ndvm1co<l on tlie 

hrow of Lliis hill, wo ohserntl a slllall foot-path, which led 

by several wintlings into tlio grove. We followed it; and 

though we Haw that it was Lite work of art, yet it was a most 

happy imitation of nature. It comluctod us alo11g the 

declivity of the hill, which on every side was strewed with 

flowers in tho most artless manner, an<l evidently seemed to 

bo the Lounty of nature without the aid of hunrnn care. 

At length we seemed to be lost in the woods, but saw in the 

disUwco an nnti,1ue Luilding, to which our path le<l us. It 

is Lnilt of largo stones, very low an<l siugnlar in its form, 

standing directly over tlJO brook in tho valley. It instantly 

strnck me with the idea of a hermitage, a11tl I found that so 

it was c:alled. Every thing was neat aml clean about it, but 

we saw no inl1abitant. 'IVe ventured, however, to open tho 

door, which was large an<l heavy and seemed to grate upon 

its rusty bingos, arn1 echoed a hoarse groan through the 

grove. 'IV e found several a11arlments, and at one cud a fine 

place for bathing, which seems to be tho design of the 

building. At this hermitage we came into a spacious 

grnvoled walk, which direcled its course further along the 

grove, which was .tall wuotl interspersed with close thickets 

of different grnwth. As we atl vancotl, we fonn<l our gravel 

walk dividing itself into numerous branches, loading into 

tlilforont part.s of tho grove. \Vo directed our coLtrse nearly 
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north, though some of om· company tunwl into the other 

walks, but were soon out of sight, and thought proper to 

return and follow us. \Ve at length came to a consideralJle 

eminence, which was adomed with an infinite variety of 

beds of flowers and artificial groves of flowering shrnhs. 

On the further side of the eminence was a fence, beyond 

which we perceived an extensive but narrow opening. 

·when we came to the fence, we were delightfully astonished 

with the view of one of the finest cascades in America, 

which presented itself directly before us at the further end 

of the opening. A broad sheet of water comes over a large 

horizontal rock, and falls about seventy feet perpendicular. 

It is in a large river, which empties into the Schuylkill just 

above us. The distance we judged to be about a quarter of 

a mile, which being seen through tl{e narrow ope1iing in the 

tall grove, and the fine mist that rose incessantly from the 

rocks below, had a most delightful effect. Hore we gazed 

with admiration and pleasure for some time, and then took 

a different route in our return through the grove, and 

followed a walk that led down toward the Schuylkill. Herc 

the scene was varied. Toward the river the lands were 

more broken. The walks were conducted in every direc

tion, over little eminences, or along their sides, or through 

a deep bottom or along a valley, with numerous other walks 

coming in or going out from the one that we followed. 

Indeed, the walks were nearly alike, only leading in 

different directions. 'I'his piece of ground in some parts is 
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extremely rude, but those parts arc improved to the best 

ru1vantage; for here we foun<l Grottoes wrought out of the 

si(los of ledges of rooks, tho entrance almost obscured by 

t.lio sl1rnhs :wtl tliickcLc1 Lliat wore placed before tliem, ancl 

Ll1e pac1sage into them by a kind of labyrinth. '!'here were 

snvom.1 oLlicr hemiitnge:-::, co11c1trnclod in different forms; 

bnt tho Grottoes alld IIermitagos were not yet completed, 

and some space of time will be necessary to give them that 

highly romantic air which they are capable of attaining. 

"\Ve crossed the <loop valley with tho purling stream at the 

lower end, next to tlio river, where we had a fine view of 

Lhe lofty Chinese bridges above us. Hore is a, curious laby

rinth with numerous wirn1ings begun, and extends along 

the declivity of the hill towards the gardens, but has hardly 

yet received its form. At the bottom of the vale, and on 

the bank of the river, is 11 huge rock, which I judged to be 

nt. least fifLccn foot l1igli, :tll(l smT0111H.lc<l with tall spruces 

a,l!(l cc(brs. On the top of it I observed a spacious summer

house, as I supposotl, for I coulll see it only through the 

boughs of the trees. The roof wns in the Chinese form. It, 

was surrotuHlctl with rails of open work, and a beautiful 

winding staircase led up to it. 

" From this valley we ascended a steep precipice on to the 

grass plat in the rear of tl10 house from which we set out. 

During tho whole of this romantic, rural scene, I fancied 

myself 011 enchanted ground, and could hardly help looking 

out for Jlying dragons, magic castles, little Fairies, Knight-
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errants, distressecl Laclics, ::mcl all the apparatus of eastern 

fable. I found my mind really fatigued with so long a scene 

of pleasure. 'rhis tract of ground, in some parts, consists of 

gentle risings and depressions; in others, hills an<l vales ; 

and in others, rocky, rm1e, and broken. There is every 

variety that imagination can conceive, but the whole im

proved and embellished by art, and yet the art so blended 

with nature as hardly to be distinguished, and seems to be 

only an handmaid to her operations. On the side of the 

road opposite to the house is a high hill, which ends 

abruptly next tho river, in a large exte1l(1cl1 rock, twenty 

feet high. In this rock a flight of steps is cut, in a winding 

or kind of lunette form, from the road to the top of the hill, 

wide enough for two or three persons to walk abreast, with 

little gutters on each side to conduct the water that runs 

down. At the summit of the hill yon enter a grove of wal

nuts, oaks, and pines, under which are arranged benches 

for one hunllrocl people to sit, several long tables, etc. This 

is the only work of art on this hill. But, under tho trees 

and on the sides of the !till, are many blueherry, whortle

berry, and bilberry hushes, raspberries, ulackborrics, aml 

some other kinds of wild fruit. It affords a fine prospect 

down the Sclrnylki11 a]l(l its opposite shore. 

"This tavern used to be no more than a common Inn, but 

Mr. Samuel Vaughan, Sr., wlien ho came from England a 

few years ago, was charmell with the situation, advi::;od the 

present owner, who had just purchased it, and was an 
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ambitious young fellow, to undertake these works, assuring 

him he would soon reimburse his expenses and accumulate 

a large estate from the company he would <lraw from Phila

<lcl phia. 1\1 r. Vaughan promise<l to plan the works awl 

fumislt him with a gardener from England who would 

answer his purpose. 'l'his gardener is now with him, and 

he constantly employs about ten laborers under the gar

dener's direction. The company from Philadelphia, we are 

told, far exceede<l the Innkeeper's expectations, and he 

finds himself in a fair way to make a fortune. Mr. 

Vaughan was so generous as to insist on paying my bill. 

We returned to Philadelphia between ten and eleven. 

When we came to the Hospital, Dr. Clarkson left me, and 

went into the city on his son's horse. Young Mr. Clarkson 

coIHlucte<l me into tho hospital. Dr. Rush arrived in a few 

minutes after. This buikling is in the form, as you 

approach it from tho city, of an inverted .L. It is sur

rounded with a high wall, and has back of it a very large 

kitchen-garden. Tlw Joor in the center opens into a large 

lrnll. On each end are apartments for the nurses, cooks, etc. 

Wo ascon<le<l the stairway out of this hall into another hall 

iu the second story, at one encl of which is a large room, 

which contains a fine medical library, where the Directors 

were sitting, and a smaller room, whore the medicine is 

placed. On the opposite end arc the apartments for the 

attending Physicians. The third story is formed in the 

same nrnnner. On one side of this hall is the Museum, 
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where there is a collection of skeletons ancl anatomies. 

. It is also fumished with a number of preparations 

and preservations relating to Physics and Surgery. 

"After we had taken a view of the Museum, we returned 

to the upper Hall, where several Physicians and all the 

young students in Physic in the City were waiting. Dr. 

Rush then began his examination of the sick, attended by 

these gentlemen, which I judged to be between twenty uml 

thirty. We entered the upper chamber of the sick, which 

is the leg of the T. It is a spacious room, finely ventilated 

with numerous largo windows on both sides. rl'Iicrc wore 

two tiers of beds, with their heads toward the walls, untl a 

chair and small table between them. The room was 

exceedingly clean and nice, the beds and bedding appeared 

to be of a good quality, and the most profound silence and 

order were preserved upon the Doctor's entering the room. 

There were only women, and about forty in number. Dr. 

Rush makes his visits with a great deal of formality. He 

is attended by the attending Physician who gives him an 

account of every thing material since he saw them last, and 

by the Apothecary of the Hospital, who minutes his Pros

criptions. In every case worthy of notice, he addresses the 

young Physicians, points out its nature, the proLuLle ten

dency, and the reason for the mode of treatment which he 

pursues. On this occasion the Doctor was particularly 

attentive and complaisant to me, and seemed to consider 

me as a Physician. 
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"From this room we wont to tho next below it, which is 

in every respect similar. It is appropriated to the men. 

Ho began, ns before, on one side, and went around the room. 

Every patient is on liis own ber] or chair. Most of the cases 

were chronic, many of tlicm swellings and ulcerations, and 

some of them very singular; hut I have not time to des

cribe them. Their dressings were all ready to be taken off 

and exposed to view the instant the Doctor came to them. 

These ho imputed to their driuking spirituous liquors, and 

di<l not fail to remiml them of it. He told me the greater 

proportion of his patients in tho c:iLy were similar cases, 

and originaf.ed from the same cause. There were between 

forty and fifty in this room. We next took a view of the 

11[aniacs. Their cells are in the lower story, which is partly 

un<lerground. These cells are about ten feet square, made 

as strong as a prison. Ou tl1e back part is a long entry, 

from which a door opens into each of them; in each door 

is a hole, large enough to give them food, etc., which is 

closed with a little door secured with strong bolts. On the 

opposite side is a. window, awl large iron grates within to 

prevent their breaking the glass. They can be darkened at 

pleasure. Here wore Loth 111011 an<l women, between twenty 

and thirty in number. Some of them have beds; most of 

them clean straw. Some of them were extremely fierce and 

raving, nearly or quite naked; some singing an<l dancing; 

some in despair; some wore dumb anr1 would not open their 
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mouths; others incessantly talking. It was curious indectl 

to see in what different strains their llistract.ion raged. 'l'his 

would have been a mela11cl10ly scene il\(leed, had it not been 

that there was every possible relief afforl1ell them in tho 

power of man. Every thing abonL them, notwitlrntalllling 

the labor and trouble it must have reqniretl, was neat and 

clean. From this distressing view of what human nature 

is liable to, and the pleasing evidence of what humanity 

and benevolence can do, we returned to the room where the 

Directors were. The scene I had now been attending upon 

was totally the reverse of that at Gray's; Lut such is the 

elegance of these buildings, tlte care and attention to the 

sick, the spacious an<l clean apartments, and the perfect 

order in every thing, that it seemed more like a palace than 

a hospital, and one would almost be tempted to be sick, if 

they could be so well provided for. 

" "\Ve then took a view of the bettering house, which is a 

large and spacious building, with gooll rooms and well fur

nished. 'l'ho Garden i8 largo arnl laid out in a pretty form; 

abounds with fruit trees and kitchen vegetables. We re

turned to the city with Dr. Rush, and Dr. Clarkson antl son 

and myself dined with him. 

"Soon after dinner, the bell of the Church near Carpen

ter's Hall rang, which informed us that the Library of the 

Hall was open, for the purpose of receiving au<l deliveri11g 

books. vVe immediately repaired to it, as it was a favorable 
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opportunity for viewing every part. It is a very large 

building, erected by a nnmbcr of wealthy mechanics, prin

cipally Carpenters, for the purpose of holding meetings, 

depositing mechanic models, an<l a library of books. It is 

now grown into one of tho most important depositories in 

America. Tho University literati awl men of fortune arc 

become proprietors. As we entered the Hall, we went into 

a spacious mi1ldle entry, and turned to our right into the 

pn.rt of the Hall where the models of mechanical instru

ments and various kinds of machines n.rc deposited. The 

room was very high and largo, an!l contained models of 

almost every kind of farming instruments, such as plows, 

harrows, hoes, spades, carts, wngons, etc., constructed in 

different forms, some in full size, others in miniature; 

models of all kinds of mills, machines for cleaning grain, 

dressing finx, hemp, etc. ; models in the several orders of 

Architecture, and various other mechanical instruments, 

more than I am able to recollect. It is easy to conceive of 

the great utility of such a cabinet. Every ingenious man 

has a kiml of bounty offered for the exertion of his inven

Li vo faculties, for here he may t1cposit his invention, which 

he may be assured will be received with particular attention 

and respect to him; and he has the prospect, if he is unable 

himself to carry it into experiment and use, that somebody 

else will do it, while he secures to himself the honor of the 
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invention, and satisfaction of rcntleriug service, if it suc

ceeds, to his fellow creatures. 

"\Ve passed from this room throngh tho entry into the 

one opposite, which is of tho same dimensions. This room 

will be famous as long as it is in existence; fur in this room 

the Declaration of the Independence of the United Slates 

of America was framed, signe<l, and declared by Congress. 

It is now improvc11 as the depository of the Trophies of 

War which established and crowned that bold and glorious 

Declaration. Those 'J'rophics consist of pieces of Cannon, 

small-arms, side-arms of officers arnl men, Colors, standards, 

tents, military chests, and all the various accoutrements of 

officers and men; and many complete uniforms of different 

regiments, from field ofliccrs down to privates, collcctcil 

principally from the two captured armies of Burgoyne and 

Cornwallis. 'I.'here are also in this collection several troph

ies captured by partisans of the American Army, in bolil 

and desperate attempts, displayed in honor to those Heroes 

who obtained them. "\\Tc then ascende(l a staircase to the 

room over the trophies of war, which is the library. 'l'his 

is n. large and excellent collection, and is now become the 

public library of the University and the city. Every 

modern author of any note, I am told, is to be met with 

here, an<l large additions are annually made. The books 

appeared to be weil arranged and in goo11 order. But the 

number of books, and the arrangement, are not so large nor 
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so ornamental as the library at Cambridge, but approaches 

neurcr t.o it tlw11 any other ol! the conli1Jo11t. I was pleased 

wit.Ji a kind of llet-work doors Lo the Look-shelves, which is 

mmlo of a large wire sufficiently open to read the labels, 

bnt no book cun be taken out unless tho librarian unlocks 

tho door. This is a necessary security from any persons 

laking books without tho kuowlodge of tho librarian. Here 

were n. large number of gentlemen. I was introduced to a 

number of the members of the Philosophical Society. 

"From. the Library we were conducted into a Cabinet, 

which is a large room on the opposite side of the entry, and 

over tho room whore the Meclrnnical models arc deposited. 

Hero wo had tho pleasure of viewing a most excellent col

lection of natural curiosities from all parts of the globe. 

They are well arranged, and are contained principally on 

shelves wldch are inclosed, having glass casements in front, 

the panes of which are very large. Here is a tooth of the 

large animals found in the Ohio Country, which weighs five 

poun<ls, and a thigh bone, four feet and some inches in 

length, arn1 very thick in proportion to its length. The 

articnlatio11s have a fh1e polish, and the body of the bone is 

smooth. It is of a dark color, as is also the greater part of 

tho tooth, which is one of the grinders. The thigh bone 

wns on a high shelf, where I could not ·well make the 

attempt to lift it; but, by the weight of one end, which I 

raised from the shelf, judged thn.t it would scarcely be in 
20 
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my power to take it up from tl1e ground. There are several 

botanical volumes in tlti:; Mnsoum, lately puhlislu::d. They 

are folios, al}(l every plant is ropres011totl in large copper

plate cuts, colored from nature, very large antl finely ex

ecuted. 'l'he author's name I can not recollect. 'l'hoy were 

presents, and no person is to be permitted to take them out, 

but may examine them hero as mucl1 as they please. For 

this reason they are in tho Museum, alHl not in the Library. 

After we had taken a view of this Hall, I took my leave 

of Dr. Clarkson and Dr. Rush. Young Mr. Clarkson accom

panied me to my lodgings, anrl, in om way, f just called on 

several gentlemen to whom I had letters, and took my 

leave. At the Indian Queen I found .Mr. Gorham, Governor 

:Martin, Mr. Mason, and Dr. Williamson, of the Convention. 

They were so complaisant as to express much regret at my 

leaving the city so soon, and complained that I had spent 

no more time with them. Mr. Gorham said he couh1 not 

conceive how I came to be in so great demand in Philadel

phia, as I had never been there before, for that there had 

not been ten minutes in the day but somebody was inquir

iug for me, or letters or packets were loft. This, however, 

was easily accounted for, from my having a very largo num

ber of introductory letters, mrwy of which I had left with a 

card, without seeing the gentlemen to whom they were 

a<l{hcssed, and they wore so complaisant as to call at my 

lodgings. I found that the gentleman who was my com-
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panion from Princeton to this city had frequently called, 

buL L was not so happy as io sec him, which I very much 

rcgreiicd. 

" At lialf aflcr six I left the city on my return. Through 

misinformation, I rcinrne<l the same roa<l to Bristol which 

I traveled when I went to Philadelphia, but afterward 

found I might have gone through Germantown, Bethlehem, 

an<l Easton, which would have been a more direct way to 

the part of the Jerseys to which I was bound, and would 

have been a very considerable gratification. My bill at the 

Indian Queen, 3Gs. Dd. 

"Philadelphia is the capital city in America. It is large, 

elegant, nnd populous, situated on the River Delaware, 

about 150 miles from the sea, with a good harbor, in which 

there is a great number of large ships, besides numerous 

smaller vessels of every description. It contains 10,000 

houses, and covers twice the quantity of ground to that of 

Boston. The State House, Hospital, and most of the other 

public buildings, are magnificent, but it is singular that 

there are only two steeples in the city, where there are up

ward of twenty houses for public ,vorship. 'rhere is an 

Academy belonging to the members of the Episcopal 

Church, and an Infirmary whid1 is said to be of more 

utility to the city than the Hospital. There is no public 

building for this institution, as it is of very recent establish

ment. '!'here are a numher of large houses contiguous to 
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each other, occupied as an Infirmary, where the sick, 

nurses, etc., are well accommodate<l. Dr. Clarkson showcll 

me the houses, but we did not go into them. He assured 

me there wore more than 400 patients. It is supported by 

an annual subscription, a11<1 attendc1l hy all the Physicians 

in the city. No person subsuriLes less than one guinea, and 

is allowed to recommend two persons, of their poor 11cigh

bors, who are provided with every thing necessary for a 

sick person, together with medicine, attendance, etc. A sub

scriber of two guineas may recommend four, and a. great 

subscription is not limited to any particular number. Par

ticular attention is here paid to persons who have been re

duced from affluent circumstances by misfortunes. 'l'he 

situation of the sick in this Infirmary is sai<l to be eqnal 

to that of the best private families in the city. Whatever 

may be said of the private benevolence of the Philatlel

phians, there is certainly a greater display of public charity 

here than in any other part of America. The streets in this 

city are at right angles, the buildings on a straight line. 

They are well paved, and, at a distance of ten feet from the 

house, is a row of posts, and in this range of posts are all 

their pumps. It is well fnrnishell with lamps. 'J'he pave

ments between the posts a11<l houses arc laitl wiLh froe-sto110 

or large tile, aud entirely smooth, wliich makes the walkillg 

on them delightful. They arc kept perfectly clean, being 

washed every day, and here all the foot passengers pass. 
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Wl1ilo T wns walking wH!t l\Ir. Strong, I happened to step 

without the posts, and wnlkod n. few steps in the street. He 

dosiro<l mo Lo come within tho posts, for he said they would 

certainly call me a New England man, if I wn.lkeJ there. 

Tito middle pnl't of Llto streets nro generally very dirty, and 

the view of Llteso oxtomlrnl streets intorntptod frequently by 

piles of various ki wls of 1 nm her. Tho streets parellcl with 

the Dobwaro me ·water Street, next the river; then Fore 

Stroot, First Stroot, Socornl Stroot, and so on to Ninth Street, 

which is the furtherest yet built upon. The streets that in

tersect those are Market Street, which is near the center of 

the city; aud each way from it, they are named after some 

tree, vine, or shrub. I rode to Bristol without making a 

stage, and arrived about ten. Lodged at Bissennet's. Stage· 

twenty miles." 





V. 

CENTENNIAL OF THE COLLEGE 

OF PHYSICIANS. 

Having referred to the first Medical Society established 

in Philadelphia about 17GG-7, by Dr. John Morgan, includ

ing Drs. John Kearsley, Jr., Gcrardus Clarkson, James A. 

Bayard, Robert Harris and George Glentworth, we give, as 

of interest to the reader, an account of the proceedings on 

the occurrence of the Centennial of tho foundation of the 

College, and extracts from the commemorative address of 

the Presi<lent.* 

"In accordance with the plan devised by a committee, 

appointed for the purpose Nov. 5, 1885, the president of the 

college, S. Weir Mitchell, M.D., LL.D., delivered a ' Com

memorative Address,' Monday, January 3, 1887, at 7.30 

r. J\L in Association Hall (S. E. corner of Chestnut and 

Fifteenth Streets), in presence of the follows of the college 

• Transactions of the College of Physicians, Centennial volume, W. S. W. 
Huschenbcrger, .l\I.D. 
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and many distinguished guests. After the nd1lress, at rnne 

o'clock, there was a general reception in tlto hall of the 

College of Physicians. 

"A special meeting of 1.lto college wm; lw1(l at noon 'l'nrn;

<lay, fan. ,1, 18S7. 

"Professor Alfred Stille,· M.D., LL.D., delivered an 

address, 'Reminiscences of the College.' 

"Eleven recently elected associate fellows were irnlivitln

ally introduced. The president, appropriately addressing 

each in turn, deliv0retl to him a cliploma of his associate 

fellowship. 

"Then, Professor J. l\L Da Costa, M.D., LL.D., welcomed 

them all to the college roll in an address. 

" As soon as the meeting a<ljonrncrl those present were 

entertained at luncheon in the department from which tho 

Miitter Museum had been very recently removed. 

"At seven o'clock in the evening a hundred and twenty 

fellows, associates and guests of the college assembled in n. 

hall of the Union League (Broad arnl Sansom Streett;) nrnl 

dined. There were toasts, the loving cnp was circnlnlecl, 

and speeches were mmlc. 'fhe company separated at 

midnight. 

"From ten o'clock A. M. till five o'dock l'. M. on \Veclncs

day and Thursday, Jan. 5th and uth, a collection of por

traits of eminent physicians arnl objects of professional 

interest. borrowed for the occasion, were exhibited in the 

hall of the college to hundreds of visitors. 
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"The demonstrations of satisfaction, and the interchange 

of checri11g words about them, among the follows and their 

friends, because the College of Physicians of Philadelpl1ia, 

st,ill of gootl repute, had attained the age of a hundred years, 

closecl with this display. Attention of the local public had 

been attracted. The institution was published more widely 

than it, h:u1 been. Tho ccntc11nial celebration, which in no 

sense affccte(l the intrinsic worth of the college, simply made 

its existence more broadly known iu tho community, and in 

some degree spread knowledge of its value as an agency in 

fost,ering tho cultivation of mC\lical science in many ways

an object of much general importance, which is not justly 

appreciated, nor encouraged as it deserves to be outside of 

the profossiou. 

"At the close of 184D, when tho society had existed sixty

three years, including the founders, 180 follows had been 

elected. 1\s a rule, they were <lignillod men, without 

exuberaut eslirnate of tl1emsclvos, and therefore free from 

the liLtlonoss of sclf-commcudation, notable for persevering 

and in1lnstrions ways, probity and frugality, discernment, 

cauLio11, aud professional ability, qualities which secured 

general confidence and respect, and enabled tl1em to sur

mount obstacles whid1 insufiicient means from time to time 

oppos0<l to the progress of tho society. They laid the founda

tion of the respectability, the reputation of the college, and 

snstainctl it. Its present satisfactory condition is ascribable 
21 
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largely to their acumen and wisely prudent management, 

without which occasion for a centennial celebration might 

have never come. 'l'he building fund, started in 1840, 

strengthened the attractions and ties of fellow:;hip, and by 

its completion gave stability to the institution. 

"More than twenty-eight hundretl dollars, coutrilmted by 

the fellows, were expended on this rare anniversary. A 

comparison of the state of the college a hundred years ago 

with its present condition may be interesting in this con

nection. The annual contributions paid by the fellows 

during the year 1787 amounted to $5'1, and tho entrance 

fees to $21G. With such moderate income the college 

willingly accepted the use of a room for its meetings in the 

Academy, rent free, duri11g nearly five years. 'l'o obtain 

more convenient accommodations the ontrnnee foe was 

increased to £10, or $2G.GG, and the annual contribution 

was doubled. In December, 1791, the college leased a room 

in the hall of the American Philosophical Society for three 

years and a half, ending June 10, 1794, paying the rent for 

the whole term in advance, $70.80, at the rate of little less 

than $23 a year. The furniture of that room cost the 

college $72. 

"Neither Redman, 11or l\forgan, nor Shippen, nor Kulrn, 

nor any founder, ever dreamed of or foresaw the day when 

the college would willingly sec expondctl in the cclobratiou 

of one anniversary of ilw i11stiiution five or six time:; as 

much as the. income of tt whole year of that period. 'l'he 
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fellows of the olden time were careful that the slender income 

of the college shoul<l not be expen<led for any purpose 

unlikely to promote the objects for which the society was 

institnted-t.o incrcnsc and diffuse knowledge of the healing 

art. They (lid not co11si<lcr that the intervention of college 

festivity 011 any occasion was necessary to ease the task or 

enhance the worth of the labors of the fellows, or promote 

the interests of the institution. Their acts and words, as 

the recor<l shows, imply that such was their opinion. 'l'hey 

were right; but changecl conditions justify different con

duct. Had they been present with us (wearing queues as of 

old), they might have called our attention to the ancient 

views of the college on temperance, and turned away; or 

they might have cheerfully acquiesced in the methods of 

the present day, an<l congratulatOll the college on its pros

perity, the contents of its published Transactions, the posses

sion of a great library and museum; and possibly have 

been pleased to join in rejoicing over the harvest grown 

from seeds of their planting." 
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COMMEMORATIVE ADDRESS, 
llY 

S. WEIR MITCHELL, M.D., LL.D., 
PRESIDENT 01' THE COLLECE. 

[Delivered January 3rd, 1887,] 

"WE are met this evening to commemorate the hun

dredth birthday of the oldest medical society in .America 

which is not a State organization. New Jersey and Massa

chusetts have State societies of older date, which of necessity 

met rarely, an<l were chiefly meant to give unity, force and 

discipline to a profession, the members of which were 

widely scattered over a thinly peopled country. 

"One hundred years ago the grave and kindly man 

whose portrait hangs above me at our meetings, met tl1e 

Fellows of this ancient College as their first President. 

"In words which quaintly represent to-day my own feel

ings, John Redman expressed his sense of the honor then 

conferred upon him and of the responsibility created 1,y 

such an audience; 'for,' said he, 'when I look around mo T 

see so many gentlemen of character for learning, i11ge11nity, 

and integrity in the profession and practice of physick, ai1J 

some whose talents have early called them forth into pnlilid: 

notice, and otflces of dignity in the medical line, and who 

have conducted therein for many years so much to tlieir 

own reputation, and to the a<lvancement and satisfaction of 

their pupils and of their follow-citizens.' 
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"At the close of his address he confesses that his mind 

has taken a more serious turn and says, ' I think it is very 

becoming iu us at the commencement of this our Institu

tion, to acknowledge the Supreme Being to be our sovereign 

lord and ruler,' and thus goes on into a simple and straight

forward prayer, 'that through all the days of this College, 

they who sat about and all who are to come, publickly and 

privately serve their generation faithfully, according to God's 

will, that they may firnl rewards beyond the grave.' 

" \Vhen Jolm Redman thus seriously addressed the foun

ders of what he called a 'collegiate society,' he was sixty-five 

years of age. IIe was Lorn forty-one years after ·William 

Penn laid out this city. The men he so feelingly counselled 

were all his juniors. lie looked back over the larger part 

of a century, during which his newborn country had leaped 

to sturdy life, and set an example that had helped to bring 

nnthought-of changes to its great European ally-a century 

of <listurLing political and social thought-fertile in revolu

tionary activities. 

"To understand the men over whom he presided, to com

prehend the inheritance of examples they left us, to realize 

above all how peculiar have been the relations of the physi

cian to the social and political existence of Philadelphia, it 

is necessary to look back through the century which pre

ccede<l the foundation of this College. 

"'l'he history of any profession in connection with the 

progress and growth of a new country is of the utmost 



166 MEMOIR OF GERARDUS CLARKSON. 

interest, and of no profession is thhi more true than of on l's. 

The bar, the army, the navy, and, in other la1111s, the church, 

have distinct natural relations to the government, but the 

physician has none, and in monarchial countries this fact 

has served to create for him annoying social limitations 

which are but too slowly fading as communities grow into 

intelligent disregard of fenllul traditions. His position in 

any community is a fair test of its good sense. But in new 

lands, peopled by the self-selection of the fittest, by those 

who have the courage of enterprise, and the mental and 

moral outfit to win for it sncccss, tho physician is sure to 

take and keep the highest place, and to find open to him 

more easily than to others wealth, social place, and, if he 

desire it, the higher service of tl10 State. Nowhere was this 

more trne than in this city. In New Euglaud the clergy 

were for a long time dominant. In New York then, as now, 

commercial success was the surest road to social position. 

South of us it was the landholder who ruled with undisputed 

sway. But in this city-I may say in this State-from the 

first settlement until to-day the physician has hek1 au almost 

unquestioned and somewhat curious pre-eminence. He is 

and always has been relatively a more broadly important 

personage here than elsewhere. 

"Says a learned historian, writing of the Philadelphia of 

1828, 'Nothing struck me so much as the social force auJ 

influence of the physicians. I was familiar with other 
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cities, and nowhere else did they seem to me to be so dis

tinctly the lea<lers of social life.' 

"Who first suggested the formation of this College is 

1111know11, but as many of our Follows wore educated in 

Edinburgh, it is likely enough that !,ho success of its Society, 

which dated from 1733, may have led them to imitate it 

hero. I have myself seen on its diploma the name of 

'Caspar vVistar Prroses anuuus.' 

" We know as little of the earlier steps taken toward the 

foundation of this College. John Redman, your first Presi

dent, says that' at tho first meeting to organize ourselves by 

choosing proper oflicers and members so as to constitute a 

body,' ho was elected President. Ho a<lds, 'I went home 

under ti. strong impression of tho weight both of the office 

and my obligations to you.' Then ho tells us that he w&.s 

uuablc to attend the next meeting, and apparently it is at a 

third meeting that he delivers the address from which I 

have already quoted. Its faded ink and formal, patient 

writing seems to take one back to a loss hurried era, and 

speak eloquently of the busy years which have come and 

gone sinee my serious-minded predecessor looked forward 

hopefully anticipating your future usefulness. 

" It ·would seem that the College was organized some time 

in 178G, but as to this we have no record other than that 

just mentioned. The first meeting of which we have a 

minute took place on January 2, 1787, and to this date we 

have alwn.ys referred as our llatal day. 



188 MEMOIR OF GERARDUS CLARKSON. 

"On that 2d of January, 1787, in the evm1iug, iu a little 

house used by the University a]l(l known as Surgeons' Hall, 

on Fifth Street soulh of Library, assembled tL portion of tho 

notable group of men who then constituted thi8 College. 

By tho dim light of candles, for which I have found the 

modest bill, clad after the fashion of the day, some in 

Quaker dress and some in knee breeches, silk stockings, and 

low shoes with buckles, most of them carrying, I fancy, the 

gold-headed cane antl the meditative snuff-box, some with 

. queues or powdered wigs, a fading fashion, were John 

Jones, William Shippen, Jr., Adam Kuhn, Bcujaniin Rn8h, 

Thomas Parke, Gcrartlns Clarkson, Samuel Dnffieltl, Ja1:nes 

Hutchinson, William W. Smith, Andrew Ro8s, William 

Clarkson, James Hall, William Currie. 

"The full roll of Fellows and Junior FellowB in J anuat·y, 

1787, adds the names of John Redman, John l\Iorgan, 

George Glentworth, Abrnlw.m Chovot, Benjamin Say, Samuel 

Powel Griffitts, Benjamin Duffield, John Morris, John Cat·

son, John Foulke, Robert Harris. 

"Before our charter was obtained m 1780, there were 

added Nathan Dorsey, John R. B. Rollgers, Caspar Wistae, 

Jr., James Cuningham, Charles Moore, Michael Leib, John 

H. Gibbons. 

"'l'hey were in all twenty-four when they met in January, 

1787, and thirty-one when they were incorporated in 178D. 

Only three of. their names are to-day represented on our 

present list; but m.any more are familiar to your ears, and 
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if we include the men I have previously mentioned, you 

will find that a large share of the best known families of 

our city trace their lineage from one or other of this mem

orable group. It would, in fact, be easy to give yon a long 

cntalogue of families distinguished in our national and 

local history, or in onr social life, who inherit the blood of 

one or more of the physicians I have named or have yet to 

name; but as some of those here present may have the mis

fortune not to be able to claim the honor of medical ancestry 

I generously refrain. 

"Those as physicians assisted at the troublous birth 

of a great nation. I fancy that I can see in their resolute 

faces the lines left by the sorrows and trials of those 

eventful years when they road with the great Virginian, 

and shared with him the hardships of doubtful campaigns 

and the triumphs of the Princeton and Yorktown. Among 

them were the friends and physicians of Washington, 

Franklin, Hamilton, Jefferson, and Adams. They held to 

their medical opinions, as we shall see, with the same abso

lute belief that controlled their politictil action, and were 

nearly as reauy to fight for the one as for the other. As to 

their mc<lical ancestry, the best of them had been educated 

at Edinburgh, which school is the parent of our Univer

sity. Genealogically, we might speak of our College and of 

the University as children of Edinburgh, and Grand

children of Leyden. 
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"Linger with me a little, and lmt~·n who and what were 

these our me<lical forefathers; the men wl10 luul won fame 

and matured character on the field and in the hospital 

wherewith to face the yet darker hours of the deadly plague 

so soon to thin their ranks. 

"The most illustrious of our profession are not always the 

most lovable. Your first president, John Redman, was a 

man whom all men respected and all men loved. IIe spent 

a year at Edinburgh, was graduated at Ley<len, in 1748, 

under Albinus, and returned home to practice finally only 

medicine, declining midwifery aml surgery. In his medi

cal creed he was a sturdy follower of Sydenham. Like the 

most of his fellows, he bled without hesitation and believed 

that the American needed more positive treatment than his 

degenerate British ancestor. Except his thesis on abortion, 

a defence of inoculation, and his excellent account of the 

yellow fever of 17G4, he left little behintl him. A man 

gentle without lacking force, religious without a trace of 

bigotry, and finding in his faith only larger reasons for 

cheerfulness. Quick of temper and as quick to regret it; 

punctual, charitable, exact, a type of what tho practice of 

our profession makes out of the best characters, he con

stantly declined political place. We are tohl 'that he 

suspended pain by his soothing manner or chased it away 

by his conversation.' One wonl<l like to possess the secret 

of this anmsthetic kin<lnm;s. Ile tlicd in 1808 at the nge of 

eighty-six, and, we are told, was mourned and missed most 
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by the destitute, being like that physician of whom Somer

Yile says 
"For well thy soul can un<lerstand, 

The poor man's call is God's command." 

"With reverent doubt of my powers to <lo justice to the 

greatest physician this country has produced, I approach 

tho task of briefly recalling to your memories tho vivid and 

emphatic personality of Benjamin Rush. His life invites a 

less hasty biographer, and is full of such seeming contradic

tions as can only be explained by the belief that the 

earnest, decisive, an<l mutinous nature of a man, proud, 

rather than concciLc<l, got the beUer of the principles by 

which he honestly strove to guide his conduct. That he 

won at last in this contest, was shown by the grief with 

which a nation mourned his death, when the poor, in 

crowds, besought a sight of his face, or, at least, to touch his 

coflin. Look at his portrait by Sully, in our hall. It has 

the scholar's ltands, the largely modelled head, the contem

plative blue eyes of the observer, the nose and chin strong, 

firmness in the mouth, and a trace of too critical tendencies 

in the droop of the lines of tho lips, withal a general expres

sion of trarn1uil bouovolcnce, n face like the man's life and 

character, full of dissimilars, with a grand total of good. 

"How shall I briefly bring before you the career of this 

restless being '? Relentless energy drove him through a 

life in which ardent. sense of duty, large-minded philan-
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thropy, love of country, devotion to his art an<l its science, 

immense belief in himself, were the motives to industry, 

which made note-books the companions of his studeut 

youth, and which failed not until the pen fell from a hand 

enfeebled Ly the close approach of death. 

" He was a statesman, a scholar, an army surgeo11, a 

punctual and careful physician, an actively religious man, 

a far-seeing and courageous philanthropist, and a sanitarian 

far in advance of his day. These are what I might call four 

careers, in all of which he excelled unaided by secretaries 

or modern means of condensing and relegating labor: one 

such suffices most men. He was a member of every im

portant political assembly which met in this State while he 

lived. When timid men fell out of the Continental Con

gress, he was elected to that body, that he might sign the 

Declaration of Independence, and was the ouly physieian 

whose name is on that energetic arraignment of the Crown. 

I have neither time nor desire to speak of his relations to 

·washington. He criticised him with his usual courage 

and with a severity in which at that time he was not alone, 

and, although later in life he somewhat relented, he never 

quite forgot the bitterness which arose out of his too famous 

letter, an<l to the end of his <lays looked upon the great 

leader as one not above the judgment of his fellows. As 

regards the patriotism of Rush there can be no doubt. It 

approached the earnestness of religion, and its very inten

sity made him unhappy and critical when others seemed to 
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him to be showing that want of energy which in the first 

years of tho war he thought was seen in tho Fabian policy 

of Washington. 

" Rush was Surgcou-Goneral to the Middle Department, 

:tllll later Surgcou-Ucncral, and served faithfully in the 

New Jersey Campaign and in the dreary camp at Valley 

Forge. He resigned in 1778, after his difficulty with his 

chief, and declined pay for his services. 

"As a broad-minded philanthropist, I view him with 

wonder. The higher education of women he urged as a 

special need of a ltcpuLlic, awl as boldly wrote of public 

pm1hd1111e11LR and against t.1JO pcwdty of death. With like 

courage he denounced slavery, or turned to demand legisla

tion against tho abuse of alcohol, or to implore care in the 

use of this agent in disease, and, although a scholarly man, 

eloquently represented tho waste of time in the too general 

study by the youug of the classical tougues. 

" On his medical career I cannot linger. His views as to 

bleeding were extreme. They were greatly modified in 

his later years, hut have been misrepresented by the enmity 

his positive nature excited, an<l can be fitly judged, not by 

his occasional vigor of statement, but also by the many 

tempering remarks to be found in his works. His ideas on 

the contagion of yellow fever and its domestic origin excited 

the hostility of commerce, and embittered his existence; 

bnt, allhongh as to the former lie changed his beliefs later 

iu life, ns to Ll1e laLt(•r lw s(•c111s 11t'\'er Lo have faHcrcd. 
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"I presume that he held his opinions tenaciously, and was 

so conscious of his own general superiority to those about 

him, that he found it hard to weigh thuir reasons justly. 

He says, 'I early discovered that it was impossible for me, 

by any reasonings, to change the practice of some of my 

brethren.' 'fhen he adds, ' humanity was therefore on the 

side of leaving them to themselves, because what is done in 

these consultations is the ineffectual result of neutralized 

opinions; for the extremity of wrong in medicine, as in 

morals and government, is often a less mischief than that 

mixture of right and wrong which serves, by pn.lliating, to 

perpetuate evil.' How interesting is this irritable confes

sion, which tells so much more of the man than he meant 

to put into it. Let me add, as a thoughtful physician, that 

no one can read what he wrote-and I ltavc road most of 

it-without a strong sense of his sagacious anJ. intelligent 

originality, and admiration of his clear aml often fervicl 

style. His work on insanity is a masterpiece. A recent 

English writer calls Ids book on 'the bilious remitting 

yellow fever' a wonder, and says of tlmt remarlrnblc L1es

cription of his sensations during the height of the epidemic, 

'it is as if he were talking to you, a glto:,t1y wl1ispcri11g 

through a veil of nine-tenths of a century.' He has been 

called the American Sy<lcnham. He was not as I see it, so 

great a physician, but taking his whole career-and both 

were earnest republicans-Rush was the larger personage, 
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and surely, next to Franklin, the greatest citizen of 

Pennsylvania. 

"His bitterest foes are best remembered because of the 

man they reviled. Evon before death cmue to heal all 

"·omH1s, he stood wl1cre few have stootl iu tho estimate of 

men. He coul<l not but feel tltis tribute. It gentled the 

positive antl ardent nature, once ready to cross swords with 

all who Jarod to differ. He says,' I was once rm aristocrat, 

then a democrat, now I am a Christocmt.' Certain of his 

words should have been placerl on his tombstone. With 

them we may leave him to his repose, near the yet greater 

Franklin. ' Posterity,' he says, ' is to tho physician, what 

the day of judgment is to the Christian.' 

"Still among honored Philadelphia names we find next 

that of Gerardus Clarkson, chief of the founders of the 

Episcopal Academy, and brother of the Matthew Clarkson, 

emigrant from provincial New York to this gayer capital, 

\\'ho earned as mayor, in tho yellow fever of 1703, a charac

ter for manly courage and self-possessed official calmness. 

"'l'o the physician epidemics are his battlefields. His 

daily life is hard enough, and, unlike the soldier, he lives 

amitlst constant perils, of which habit has made him negli

gently forgetful. He is assisted to be unthoughtful as to 

risks by the fact that the community thinks little of those 

which arc not, like the soldier's, occasional, or which it does 

not largely share. You must have lost sense of heroism if 
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you do not feel some thrill of pride when yon look back 

with me over those sad years in which the li'ellows of this 

College, amidst the contagion of terror, faced the storms of 

death which from 17D3 to 180-1 swept over this city aml 

forever ruined its more commercial supremacy. 

"Let us see how well this College met it. Several of its 

Fellows could recall the epidemic of 1762-the Burba.does 

. Plague-the dreaded yellow fever. Rush, a student, made 

notes of it in his constant way, and Redman, an ohler man, 

described it with accurate skill. A few hundred died, and 

for thirty-one years the great town flourished urn1istnrbed. 

For two years the College had at times been urgent as to 

quarantine, but selfish, shortsighted commerce had been 

more potent. On the 25th of August, 1793, a special meet

ing of the Fellows was called' to consider their duty because 

of the fever of alarming nature.' Rush, Hutchinson, Say, 

and Wistar were to report 011 the 2Gth. Nothing, ou tl10 

whole, could have been better than the calm, good sense of 

the letter of public advice which the Fellows, at the instance 

of their committee, addressed to the l\Iayor, Matthew Clark

son, and to the people at large. At this meeting, the 

President describes the fever of 1762. Tilton, our associate, 

advises tents as hospitals, and the College decides to meet 

every Monday. How simple it all sounds, the (]_niet coun

cils, the talk as to treatment. The Fellows assemble on the 

3d, 6th, 10th and 17th of September, and consider Alexander 

Hamilton's letter of inquiry as to the fever, and answer 
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Dr. Warren, of Boston. Meanwhile the plague is on the 

people, and the College meets no more until November. 

"To speak of this awful summer, is to speak of the popu

lation <legrade<l by the very iHsanity of fear. The rich fled 

first, and at last almost all who could go. In round num

bers, Philadelphia had G000 houses and 40,000 souls. 

Some 3000 liousos wern closed. 12,000 persons fled to the 

country-Carey says 17,000. Of those left behind, 11,000 

took the fever, and one-third of these died. Before this 

appalling death-rate, all but a rare few gave way. In 

deserted streets, between rows of closed houses, where 

commerce had ceased, men walked do,vn the middle of the 

causeways and declined to slrnke hands with friends, or 

turned aside from any who wore the badge of mourning. 

Thousands of both sexes smoked tobacco to avoid disease, 

or carried vinegar or camphor or bits of tarred rope for pro

tection, while bonfires at night and firing of muskets to 

disperse contagion ceased only when the Mayor forbade . 
them. 'I'he churches were shut; most of the weekly papers 

ceased to appear. For the laborer there was no work. 

Starvation drove him to crime, and thieves lived riotously 

in deserted houses. At last family ties were broken ; men 

fled from their dearest ; whole families deserted the bed 

where tlio father lay <lying; nurses were hardly to be had; 

and still the sombre death-cart went its nightly round with 

its negro driver, and in answer to the dreary cry, "Fetch 

out your dead," corpses were lowered from open windows 
23 
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on to the cart, backed up on to the sidewalk, or were carried 

out in haste, to be put across the shaft of what was called a 

chair, and hurried away for swiftest lmrial. So lower and 

lower men sunk, as the plague increased, until at times the 

dead lay unburied, corpses were found in the streets, and 

the climax of misery, neglect, and profligate riot was 

reached at Bush Hill Hospital for the poor. Amidst this 

horror of disease, of selfishness, of crime, there were men 

who grew morally stronger through that which enfeebled 

the mass. 'fhe most of the physicians of the blighted town 

went about their duties untouched by panic-undisturbed 

by fear. In our own ranks were none who failed. Their 

names are to be read on every record of those dreary 

hours. Theirs was what Ruskin speaks of as ' that consti

tutional serenity in danger, which. with the wise, whether 

soldier or physician, is tho basis of the most fortunate 

action and swiftest decision of deliberate skill.' 

"I close with satisfied pri<le these annals of the past, and 

its dead. I see about me men whose books are in every 

tongue of Europe, whose works are known and honored 

among the learned of every land, men who wear by just 

degree of their fellows the unseen crowns of honornl)!o 

estimate. I see, too, the young in work, the men who arc 

to follow us. To them we shall soon consign this precious 

heritage, the record of a. century of duty; an hundred 

years without one break in our meeting, save when pesti-
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leuce thrust upon us a more imperative service. There is 

that in these years to make them proud of a fellowship 

vd1ich in war an<l in peace has left us examples of single

minded workers unknown to fame, of the charity without 

taint of selfishness, of heroic lives lost in battle with disease, 

of gentle scholars, of daring surgeons, whose very fingers 

seemed to think, of physicians rich with every professional 

grace. 'l'he pride of lineage is valueless which does not 

secure to the future vitality of usefulness, and I must have 

told my story ill if to every physician who hears me its 

illustrations have not the invigorating force of moral tonics. 

"I turn now from the present and face the silence of 

futurity. As earnestly as our first President, I pray with 

him that all those who sit around me, and all who are to 

come, do publicly and privately serve their generation. 

"Feeling, like him, the weight and dignity of my office, 

and· to-day more than ever, I look onward thoughtfully to 

that next centennial time. Every heart that beats in this 

hall to-day will have ceased to pulsate. Another will stand 

in my place. Reviewing our works and lives, he will be 

able, I trust, to say as coufi<lcutly of us as I have said of 

your fathers,-these, too, belonged by right of dutiful lives 

and sincere work, to our great, undying brotherhood." 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 

" 1524 Walnut Street. 

"Philadelphia, March 14th, 1885. 
"My dear sir: 

"Your ancestor, Dr. Clarkson, was one of the small 

group of distinguished physicians who in 1787 founded the 

Philadelphia College of Physicians, now the oldest of our 

Medical Societies. 

"The Museum is very large and useful and its Library 

one of the half dozen greatest medical collections in the 

world. 

"Books and Museum have out-grown the space for them 

in the building at Thirteenth and Locust. To enlarge it, 

the physicians who are fellows have given $15,000, we need 

$12,000 more. 

"The College has decided to ask aid from the descendants 

of the original corporators, and that the names of the 

founders shall be placed on a tablet in our new hall, and 

on another those of the benefactors, their descendants. 

Several of these latter have liberally met our call, and I 

hope to add your own name to those who have shown their 

desire to help onward the noble purposes with which their 

forefathers founded the society of which I am proud to be 
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one of the officers. Please to let me know when you reply 

where there is to be seen a good portrait of Dr. Clarkson, 

and if one could in any way be had for the College. 

"Yours truly, 

"S. WEIR MITCHELL, 
"Chafrman of Committee on Buildiny Fund. 

'"l'o 111t. SAllIUEL CLARKHON." 

"Philadelphia, March 25th, 1885. 

".My dear sir: 

"Your esteemed favor to hand. It will give me 

much pleasure to make a contribution to the Building Fund 

of the College cf Physicians of which my great-grandfather 

Dr. Gerardus Clarkson was one of the founders .. 

"Dr. "\Valtcr F. Atlee wrote me a year ago in reference to the 

portrait, of which I am sorry to say none can be found in 

possession of the descendants. If at any time one is dis

covered I will cheerfully donate a copy to the College. 

"Yours very truly, 

"SAMUEL CLARKSON. 

"To S. "\V EIR MrrcnELL, M.D., 
"Chairman of Committee on Building Fund." 
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"College of Physicians, 

"N. E. Cor. Thirteenth and Locust Sts. 

"Philadelphia, April 8th, 1885. 
"My dear sir : 

"I have the pleasure of transmitting to you the 

following copy of a resolution passed at the stated meeting 

of the College held April 1st, 1885. 

"Resolved, that the thanks of the College of Physicians of 

Philadelphia be tendered to Mr. Samuel Clarkson for his 

liberal donation to the Building Fund of the College . . . 

in commemoration of his ancestor, Dr. Gerardus Clarkson, 

one of the original founders of the College. 

"I am yours, very sincerely, 

"RICH'D A. CLEEMANN, 
"Secretary. 

"To SAMUEL CLARKSON, EsQ." 



VI. 

IN THE CHURCH. 

After his return from Europe, Dr. Clarkson connected 

himself with Christ Church, and there he was married 

on l\Tay 13th, 17Gl, to Mary, <laughter of Samuel Flower. 

On September 4th, 1761, St. Peter's Church was opened 

on equal footing with Christ Church, and the Vestry resolved 

that henceforth "The congregations shall be styled the 

United Congregations of Christ Church and St. Peter's, 

in the City of Philadelphia." 

The children of Gerardus and Mary Clarkson, eight 

in number, were all baptized in Christ Church, and 

four were buried either in infancy or mature years in Christ 

Church or St. Peter's grounds. 

In 177G Gerardus Clarkson was one of the vestry of 

Christ Church, and from the record we give this minute 

entire: 

" At a meeting of the Vestry at the Rector's, July 4th, 

1776: 
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"Present, Rev. Jacob Duche, Rector; Thomas Cuthbert, 

Church Warden; Jacob Duche, Robert Whyte, Charles 

Stedman, Edmund Physick, James Biddle, Peter De Haven, 

James Reynolds, Gerard us Clarkson, Vestrymen. 

""'hereas, the honorable Continental Congress have 

resolved to declare the American colonies to be free and 

independent states, in consequence of which it will be 

proper to omit those petitions in the liturgy, wherein the 

King of Great Britain is prayed for, as inconsistant with 

the said declaration; therefore, 

"Resolved, that it appears to this Vestry to be necessary 

for the peace and well-being of the churches, to omit the 

said petitions ; and the Rector and Assistant Minister of the 

United Churches are requested in the name of their Vestry 

and their constituents, to omit such petitions as are aboYe 

mentioned." 

In 1783 William Pollard and Gerardus Clarkson were 

Wardens of Christ Church. 

On October 27th, 1784 1s this minute: "The Vestry 

being informed that many persons wish to see an Academy 

instituted in connection with these churches," appointed a 

committee, who at a subsequent meeting-, November 8th, 

made the following report: 

"The committee appointed at the last meeting of Vestry, 

report that the design of instituting an Academy of the 

Protestant Episcopal Church in this city, is in their opinion 

expedient and practicable; and for carrying it into execu-
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tion, they reconuneud that a subscription be encouraged 

by tho V cstry; and that all persons who shall on the first 

day of January next have subscribed at least ten pounds to 

the intended seminary, be invited to meet in Christ Church 

on tho day above mentioned, in tho forenoon, immediately 

after <livine service, to enact fundamental laws and elect 

visitors for the government of the same; and they further 

recommend that it be dcclarccl to the subscribers, as essen

tial to the intended seminary, that it shall be under the 

government of sixteen persons, every one of whom shall 

either be a clergyman of some church of the Protestant 

Episcopal communion, now or hereafter being in this city 

or within five miles thereof-or he shall be qualified to be 

elected a vestryman in one or more of the said churches 

and have either subscribed the sum of at least ten pounds 

to tho said seminary, or received his education therein, and 

left it with an honorable certificate of his conduct and 

proficiency." Signed: 

\V ILLIAM 'WHITE, 

BENJAMIN .WYNKOOP, 

MATTHEW CLARKSON, 

JORN CHALONER, 

GERARDUS CLARKSON. 

The following is taken from " Dr. Dorr's History of Christ 

Church." "Whitsun l\londay, May 28th, 1787." "Bishop 

White, having retumed from England, ho, this day held an 
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ordination in Christ Church, for the first t-ime, and admitted 

Mr. Joseph Clarkson and :Mr. Joseph Couden, to the holy 

order of Deacons. On this most interesting occasion, the 

Rev. Dr. Magaw, Rector of St. Paul's Church, and Vice

Provost of the University of Pennsylvania, preached the 

ordination sermon. 

"In the dedication to Bishop White, the author remarks; 

'that the occasion which required its being delivered was 

GREAT and DELIGHTFUL,' and at the conclusion of his dis

course, he says: 'a new era hath opened in our church, 

that will be remembered for ever. Our Episcopal system is 

completed; the first fruits of so distinguished an event 

come forward on the present day. I join with thousands 

to meet and welcome the blessing.'" 

\Ve who survive can imagine the feelings that stirred the 

souls of our pious ancestors on this occasion. 

Dr. Clarkson was a delegate to the convention of 17S0, 

where was effected the Union of the Church in America, 

through the efforts of Bishop White and others. 

His brother, Matthew Clarkson, had been a delegate to 

the Convention that met in New York, October 6th, 1784, 

and was a member of the Committee, of which Rev. Dr. 

"William Smith was Chairman, "to frame and propose to 

the Convention a proper substitute for the State prayers, in 

the Liturgy, to be used for the sake of uniformity, until a. 

further review should be undertaken by general authority, 

and consent of the church." 



VII. 

CLOSE. 

Dr. Gerardus Clarkson died on September 19th, 1790, and 

was buried on the 21st in St. Peter's churchyard ; Bishop 

White officiated at tho funeral. Letters of administration 

on tho estate were graute<l to his sons, Samuel and ·William 

Clarkson, and Robert Ralston, September 23d, 17D0, John 

Wilcocks an<l his brother, Matthew Clarkson, being sureties 

in the sum of £3000. "Family pictures," are included 

in the inventory of his personal property. Unfortunately 

none of these remain at this date. As the estate was 

small, it was thought advisable for the family to separate. 

•rwo daughters, Cornelia and Rebecca, went to reside with 

their brother, Dr. William Clarkson, and the widow with 

another marrio<l son, Joseph, at the time assistant min

ister in the Swedish Churches, of which Rev. Nicolas 

Collin was Rector, an<l with whom she continued to 

reside until the 5Lh of Octocer, 1792, the time of his 

removal to Wilmington, Del., when she took up her abode 

with her son Samuel. She die<l January 18th, 1795, aged 

fifty-one years, and. ,vas buried in St. Peter's churchyard. 
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Mrs. Finley, widow of Rev. Samuel Finley, was at this 

time living with her brother Matthew Clarkson. 

OBITUARY NO'l'ES. 

The following obituary notice occurs in The Penns-yl·vania 

Gazette, of September 22d, 1790: 

"On Sunday, September lDth, departed this life, Doctor 

Gerardus Clarkson, of this city, in the fifty-third year of his 

age; a gentleman beloved and regretted by all who ha<l 

the pleasure of his acquaintance. His conduct as tt hus

band, a parent, or a friend, ·was equally exemplary and dis

tinguished. As a christian, he was devoutly sincere and 

pious. As a physician, exceedingly tender and humane, 

like the friendly Samaritan, pouring wine and oil into tho 

wounds of his afllicted patients; and many of these were of 

the poorer class, who found from him gratuitous relief. As 

a member of public bodies, and as a citizen, he was liberal 

to the utmost extent of his abilities, and desirous to be use

ful in an eminent degree. 'l'o a character so elevated and 

amiable, death could only exhibit the gates of an happy im

mortality. No wonder, therefore, if he passed through them 

with uncommon firmness and dignity of mind, expressing 

in every motion to the last, that sure and certain hope of 

everlasting life, to which his whole existence hero had Leen 

the most uniform introduction. He has left a numerous 

and respectable family to lament his loss, but also greatly 
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to repair it to society, by tho excellent lessons <lerived from 

his venerable example, and the inestimable riches he gave 

them in a good arnl pofo;hod education." 

Immediately after this beautiful encomium, are these 

lines on the <leccasc of Dr. Gornrdus Clarkson. 

LINES OCCASIONED BY TUE DECEASE OF DR. GERARDUS CLARKSON, OF 

THIS crrY, SEl'TEMUER 10, 17!)0. • 

Farewell, my frieuu, it seems we meet no more, 

Amid the perils of this hostile shore; 

These eyes no more thy form rever'd shall see, 

Nor more thy friemlly councils visit me, 

Amid the gloom of sickness or of woe, 

No further solace shall thy cares bestow, 

Nor 'mid the mazes of this checqnered scene, 

Thy wisdom aiu me or thy bosom screen l 

Gone aie the days of frieudsh1p so sincere, 

Tho' once they sooth'd me, they now urge the tear, 

As flowers of spring-so lovely once to view, 

But now turned painful, what regrets pursue; 

With unavailing grief, I seek thy m-11, 

And look for pleasures that are past return! 

Thine now are joys beyond what thought cau paint, 

Such as the jnst console, and bless the saint, 

Crown'd with rich fruits beneath autumnal skies, 

The master saw thee and bestowed the prize; 
He spared thee winter's dcsolat.ing sway, 

And took to regions of perpetual .May l 

There rest in peace-the Sabbath of the tomb, 

For thee prepares an everlasting bloom; 

Let not thy friend then foolishly repine 

At pleasures lost to him, so well exchanged for thiue 

!!> By ,John Swauwick, Es11,, one of the representatives in the <Jongress of 

thn United /:llates, from the St.ate of Pr.1111sylvn11ia. 
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From an original manuscript, supposed to have been 

written about the time of Dr. Clarkson's death, by his ven

erable sister, Mrs. Anna Finley, we quote. 

"By a course of divine trials, did it please the Lord to 

bring this good man to the safe possession of the heavenly 

rest. He was a most constant observer of private devotion, 

his patience and thankfulness to God under trials of the 

most severe nature, was peculiarly eminent. He was uni

versally esteemed by all whom he attended in his profession, 

as physician for the soul as well as the body; and frequently 

was the happy instrument of leading persons to think of 

their eternal state. 

"As a parent he was eminently conspicuous in training up 

his children in the fear of the living God, in setting before 

them, both by precept and example, the power of that re

ligion which he possessed. 

"He entertained for some time a presentiment of his death 

and mentioned to his sister l1is apprehensions that the time 

of his departure was near. He was a constant attendant 

upon the means of grace, and frequently expressed to his 

children when on their way to tho House of God, his desire 

to die on a Sabbath morning, as the people of God were 

going to the Militant Church. His desire was literally ful

filled, his death occuring about ten o'clock on the Sabbath 

morning. 

" At the time of his death some of his children were mar

ried and settled at a distance from the city, but it was so 
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ordered that they should all be present at the dying exhor

tation of their father. He was much affected with stupor 

during his last illness. 

"The Thurs1lay before his death, apprehending his end 

approaching, and having frequently when in health ex

pressed a wish that before his departure he should be 

able to speak to all his children, he was indulged in this 

desire. All his chihlren were around him. In imitation 

of the dying patriarch, commencing with his first born, he 

proceerled to bless them one by one, exhorting them with his 

dying breath of the great importance of a christian life." 

·with this account so tender and sacred, we close the 

record of this good man's life. A century has passed and 

in it many of his descendants have added their testimony 

to his. Let those who remain and others who may come 

after " mark the perfect man." 

Dr. Gerardus Clarkson had eight children, five sons and 

three daughters, as follows : 

1. Samuel, born July 31st, 1762, married Sarah Gibbons 

and died August 14th, 1832, and left issue Joseph Gibbons, 

Mary Flower, George and J. Minor Clarkson. 

2. William, born November 7th, 1763, married Catha

rine Floyd and died at John's Island, S. C., September 9th, 

1812, and left issue. 

3. Joseph, born February 27th, 1765, married Grace 

Cooke and died January 25th, 1830, and left issue. 
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4. Jacob, born April 13th, 17G8, married Jane Slovonson 

and died September 24th, 1832, and left issue as follows: 

Hannah Clarkson, b0m November 14th 170G, and 

died June 28th, 1848, unmarried. 

Robert Stevenson Clarkson, bom Juno 28th, 1708, 

married Catharine Howell Wheeler and died August 

16th, 1881. Catharine Howell Wheeler, born June 

5th, 1808 and died February 21st, 1887, leaving issue. 

Gerardus Clarkson, born January 5th, 1800 and 

died at New Orleans, August 24th, 1817. 

Jane Clarkson, born February 1st, 1802, married 

William Stewart Hill and died June 4th, 1872, leav

ing issue. 

Mary Clarkson, born December 13th, 1803, and 

died December 31st, 18G1, unmarried. 

Susan Clarkson, born March 14th, 180G, married 

Robert Carmer Hill and died March 7th, 1872, 

leaving issue. 

Jocob Clarkson, born October 2d, 1807, marrior1 

Elizabeth Gardner Crowell and died May 21t11, 18GD, 

leaving issue. 

Charles Clarkson, born October 6th, 1810, married 

Matilda Wyckoff Schureman, and died September 

14th, 1873, leaving issue. 

Archibald Alexander Clarkson, born September 

12th, 1811, and died March 20th, 1882, unmarried. 
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5. Cornelia Clarkson, born 1770, married Isaac Snowden 

and died February 1Gth, 1834, and left issue as follows: 

Isaac C. Snowden, born December 31st 1791, mar

ried Maria Meares, and died November 8th, 1843, 

leaving issue. 

Cornelia Clarkson Snowden, married Dr. Hayes, no 

issue. 

Jvfnry Snowdon, married Rev. Dr. How, and died 

leaving issue. 

Rebecca Snowden, who died in 1876 unmarried. 

6. George Clarkson, sixth child and youngest son of Dr. 

Gerardus Clarkson, born l\Iarch 30th, 1772, was a youth of 

bright promise and fine attainments. Dr. S. D. Alexander, 

in his w_ork on" Princeton College in Eighteenth Century," 

says: "he graduated in his seventeenth year with the 

highest honors of his class" (1788). 

His father lavishct1 great affection upon him, owing in 

a measure, no doubt, to his qualities of mind and heart. 

On the fly-leaf of an old volume in my possession is this 

inscription: "George Clarkson having received the first 

honours of college at Nassau Hall in his seventeenth year, 

this handsome volume is presented to him in testimony of 

his good proficiency in learning and of his filial conduct, by 

his affectionate father, October, 1788." 

It is worthy of notice here, that on the inside cover of the 

same volume, the book-plate of Dr. Gerardus Clarkson is 

placed, practically the same as that of David Clarkson, 
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which is illustrated in this work, and no doubt ordered by 

him when in England, and used as early as 1724. It was 

not until 17G0 that any of these plates were produced by 

American engravers. 

George Clarkson was admitted to the Philadelphia bar 

March 9th, 17D3, and died at the age of thirty-two, April 3d, 

1804. He was baptized at Christ Church, October 2Gth, 

1772, and buried in St. Peter's churchyard, April 5th, 1804. 

7. Rebecca Clarkson, born March 30th, 1773, married 

David Jackson and died leaving issue three daughters, 

Anna, Mary and Susan. 

8. Mary Clarkson, born August 22d, 1775, baptized 

at Christ Church, July 1st, 177G and died March 4th, 

1777; buried in St. Peter's Churchyard. 

WILLIAJ\1 CLARKSON. 

William Clarkson, second child and son of Gcrnrdus 

Clarkson, M. D., and Mary Flower, was born at Philadel

phia, on the 7th of_ November, 1763. He received a 

liberal education, graduating from tho College of Phila

delphia, now the University of Pennsylvania, and choosing 

the profession of his father, he continued his studies in the 

same institution of which he was an alumnus, and grad

uated as Bachelor of l\fodicine, May, 1785. 

While attending his College course, he met the family of 

General William Floyd, a delegate to the Continental 
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Congress, and one of the signers of the Declaration of Inde

pendence. 

In "W. C. Rives' life of Madison," the following appears: 

" 'l'hc attraction of Ll1is circle was greatly enhanced to 

hirn,during the last winter of his residence in Philadelphia, 

by the presence of Mr. Jefferson, who, on his suggestion, 

had been again and unanimously appointed one of the 

Commission to treat of peace. To this 

new source of pleasure to Mr. Madison, was added a yet 

stronger fascination, in an attachment to an interesting 

and accomplishccl young lady, daughter of an old friend of 

Mr. Jefferson, who was a co-signer with him of the Declara

tion of Independence. 

"This attachment, which promised at one time, the most 

auspicious result, terminated at last in disappointment. vVe 

cannot forbear to add the following extract of a letter 

addressed to him by Mr. Jefferson, (August 31st, 1783,) as 

connected with an event which is never without importance 

in the life of a man of virtuous sensibilities, and as afford

ing a touching proof of the intimate and fraternal sympa

thies which united the two friends. 

"' I sincerely lament' he said: 'the misadventure which 

has happenecl, from whatever cause it may have happened. 

Should it be final, however, the world still presents the same 

and many other resources of happiness, and you possess 

many within yourself. Firmness of mind and intermitting 
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occupation will not long leave you in pain. No event has 

been more contrary to my expectations, and these were 

founded on what I thought a good knowledge of the ground. 

But of all machines, ours is the most complicated and 

inexplicable.'" 

It thus appears that the rivalry for the hand of Miss 

Floyd was earnest and well pressed by both aspirants; and 

that the subject of our sketch won the prize, for on the 2d 

of August, 1785, he married at Mastic, L. I., Catharine, the 

second daughter of General William Floyd and Hannah 

Jones, born April 24th, 1767. 

Mr. Clarkson engaged in the practice of his profession 

and was quite successful, following his father who had 

become eminent as a physician. He was one of the founders 

of the College of Physicians of Philadelphia, and a member 

of the American Philosophical Society. 

In the Fall of 1791, he was confined to his house by in

disposition, and during this illness his mind was directed to 

religious questions, which resulted in his conversion and in 

a fixed purpose that his energies should be actively en

gaged in labours for the souls of men. 

From the diary he has left, beginning June 24th, 1792, 

we learn that the desire to be a clergyman became more 

and more the purpose of his life. 'rhus July 6th, 1792, he 

wrote: "0 that I could persuade one single soul, now 

wallowing in the miry pit to come and taste of the unspeak

able joys which flow from the love of God." 
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While attending to his <luties as a physician, he began 

the study of theology, and to accomplish this he adopted 

rising at 4 A. M.; thus October 3<l, the same year he writes: 

"I find that by rising at 4 o'clock, and husbanding pre

cious time, I am enabled not only to attend to all the duties 

of my medical profession and relative duties, but am there

by enabled to devote six to eight hours daily to the prosecu

tion of my study of divinity." He adds: "may that God, 

who by His Spirit has influence<l me to this conduct, still 

carry on His divine work, that His unworthy servant may 

in God's own time and way, be enabled to go forth as a 

faithful watehnrnn, to warn sinners of their danger and 

encourage saints to persevere." 

Two days later, (October 5th,) he says: "0 what a privi

lege, what an honour for me who persecuted the Lord 

Jesus, for so long a time, to be enabled by His gmce to 

warn others of their danger, and to be enabled to invite 

them to accept of Jesus. May the Lord bless the conversa

tion, and furnish his unworthy servant with many such 

opportunities of speaking for him." 

On November 6th, he writes: "'!'hough I rose an hour 

earlier than common, I am sorry to say that I have studied 

less than usual." 

December 26th, he says: "Seo more and more clearly 

that I must withdraw from business for the purpose of 

prosecuting the study of divinity. May God, whose kind 

and wise <liroctious have influenco<l me hitherto, still con-
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tinue to direct me in this glorious undertaking of seeking 

qualifications to engage in the divine employment of being 

an ambassador for my Heavenly ~faster." 

That he was subject to the temptations of the world and 

the flesh is evident by his writing under date of January 

10th, 1793: "I have this day, as before, felt a disposition 

of mind coming on me, in which a little encouragement 

would probably have led me to have seriously wished 

for an honourable release from my undertaking to prepare 

for the sacred office of tho ministry ; not because tho law of 

Christ was irksome, but because an indolence of soul would 

seem to intimate that God's cause could prosper without my 

feeble instrumentality; and that I was unnecessarily expos

ing myself to the labourious ministerial functions, and that 

by continuing in my present professional calling in which 

I was established, I might glide more smoothly along the 

probationary stream." 

Ou February 20th, 1703, he writes : "Were I to go over 

the same ground I would certainly pay more attention to 

· my precious Bible. I seem to thirst after an opportunity to 

give up myself almost wholly to its study, but am disa

greeably prevented by a necessity imposed on me of 

reviewing my classical studies, &c., for a Presbyterial 

examination in April next." 

April 20th, he says: " Rotume<l last evening from a 

visit to Bridgeton, at which place I put myself UIH.ler the 

direction of the Philadelphia Presbytery. I have reason to 
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thank God for his kind protection of me during my absence 

from homo, and for tho chain of favorable circumstances 

which have attondc<l in this my first appcarnnce in public 

as a candi<lato for the miuistry." 

Now that tho time was rapidly approaching when he 

would be able to go forth as the accredited messenger of 

cc good news," he writes under date of June 10th: "My 

son! pants for the time when I shall be honoured with a· 

commission to declare the glad tidings of salvation;" and 

again on June 25th: cc O that I could attain to that close

ness of walk with God, which so greatly adorned the life of 

a primitive Christian." 

His examination by Presbytery began April 16th, 1793, 

continued on April 17th, when an exegesis and a "Presby

terial exercise" were assigned him to prepare ; and Presby

tery ::uljournerl to November l!Jth, 1703, when additional 

exercises were assigned, and on April 15th, 17fl4, his final 

examination was begun, and was completed the following 

day and he was duly licensed. 

In August 1794, he was presented with a call from the 

First Presbyterian Church, at Greenwich, N. J. and the 

Presbyterian Church at Bridgeton, N. J., a joint call from 

those two churches, which were eight miles apart; this call 

he accepted, and on the 14th of November, 17D4, he was 

ordained, and installed as pastor over these two churches 

by the Presbytery of Philadelphia. 
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His labours among the people of his charge seem to have 

been blessed, for he writes in his diary, October 4th, 1705, 

"Both my congregations considerably serious, some much 

affected. May His word be as good seed sown on good 

ground and bring forth abundantly to His glory. Oh! to 

be a winner of souls to Jesus." 

Family cares anu expenses increased and he found his 

salary from his charge was not sufficient, and gradually he 

expended several hundred pounds of the patrimony from 

his father and mother, and on February 22d, 1800, he 

writes: "I am now about to take a new and important 

step in life," for he found that he must assist his income by 

teaching school, or by resuming his profession of medicine. 

So with the consent of the physicians of the place, he 

announced from the pulpit his intention of resuming the 

practice of medicine and the reasons therefor ; but after a 

trial of three months he found that the two callings were 

incompatible, ancl he relinquisheu the duties of a physician. 

In October, 1801, he was called to the First Presbyterian 

Church of Schenectady, which call had been approved by 

the Presbytery of Albany, August 1801, and he was dis

missed to the Presbytery of Albany October 20th, 1801. 

The records of the church show a marriage by Mr. Clark

son, December 19th, 1801. 

In due course the Presbytery proceeded to the installa

tion of Rev. Mr. Clarkson ; Rev. Eliphalet Nott, then pastor 

of a Presbyterian church in Albany and two years after-
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wards made president of Union College m Schenectady, 

delivered the charge to the people. 

At the meeting of Presbytery, August 18th, 1803, two 

cmlls wcro placed in the hands of Mr. Clarkson ; one from 

lhc congregation of W cstmoreland and one from the congre

galion of Rome ; and he made application for the dissolution 

of tho pastoral relation with the church at Schenectady. 

At tho meeting of the Presbytery, April 5th, 1804, Mr. 

Clarkson made answer to the two calls spoken of above, 

"That he did not deem it his duty to accept of either, but 

he desired that he be <lismissecl from his present charge," 

and the congregation having voted to unite in that request, 

the pastoral relations were accordingly dissolved. The 

records of the session show that during his pastorate twenty

throe were added to the church. Mr. Clarkson informed 

Presbytery that he wished to travel southward, and that it 

was not improbable ho would settle there. 

He was accordingly given a certificate of good standing 

and the clerk was authorized to dismiss him to join any 

Presbytery, should he apply for it. 

Travelling southward, Mr. Clarkson visited Savannah, 

Ga., where he was invited to supply the pulpit of tho 

church now and then known as the " Independent Presby

terian Church." 

'fhe pastor, Rev. Robert Smith, was in declining health 

and absent, and died while Mr. Clarkson was the supply, 

which he continued, without a call, for nearly three years, 
,6 
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until during 1806, when he was called to the Presbyterian 

Churches of John's and "\Vadmalaw Islands. 

In 1808, this church was reported as one of the seven 

churches, and Dr. Clarkson one of the five ministers belong

ing to the Presbytery of Charleston. Dr. Clarkson con

tiirned as the pastor of this church until September Dth, 

1812, when death ended his labours. Rev. William Clark

son was greatly beloved by the people of his charge. As 

lute as 1855, more than forty years after his decease, the 

older members of the congregation of John's and Waclma

law Islands, always spoke of Dr. Olarkson to the then pas

tor of the same church, Rev. John R. Dow, with great affec

tion, and esteemed him as a man of " deep-toned piety;" 

and as a preacher who had great earnestness, and as a 

labourer who was constantly sowing the precious seed "be

side all waters." While loving his own church, he was very 

charitable and affectionate towards all who love the Lord 

Jesus Christ in sincerity, so that he was not sectarian or 

narrow minded; but broadly catholic. 

The congregation and church officers deeply mourned his 

departure. In "Dr. Ramsay's History of South Carolina,"* 

the following notice is to be found : 

" He had the affection of his congregation, and was well 

esteemed by his brethren in the ministry as a man of more 

than usual ability and worth. He was commonly known 

as Dr. Clarkson, his title being derived from his degree as 

• Page 230. 
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Dr. of medicine." The following is the inscription upon 

his tombstone : 

"In the memory of Rev. vVm. Clarkson, who during the 

last six years of his life, sustained the pastoral charge of the 

Uuite(l Presbyterian Church on this Island and on Wad

malaw, n.n<l while zealously discharging the important 

duties of his minist.ry, was by a short illness summoned 

from his labours to cuter into the joy of his Lord, on the 0th 

day of September, 1812, and in the fiftieth year of his age. 

"He was a native of Philadelphia, and of very respectable 

parentage and connections. As a husband, a father, a 

friend, alll1 in the various relations of life, he exhibited an 

amiable example of affectionate tenderness and christiaH 

integrity. 

" In his public character, and service as a minister of 

Christ, he was simple, grave, sincere; in doctrine, uncorrupt; 

in language plain, and plain iu manner. 

"Much impressed himself, as conscious of his. awful 

charge, and anxious mainly that the flock he fed might feel 

it too ; affectionate in look and tender in address, as well 

became a messenger of grace to guilty men,' for him to live 

was Christ, to die was gain.'" 

Rev. William Clarkson had four children. 

1. Harriet Ashton. 

2. Hannah Floyd. 

3. William Nicoll. 

4. Samuel Fioy(1. 
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Harriet Ashton, married William Be<llow Crosby, of New 

York, February 7th, 1807. It proved a most happy union 

of fifty-two years. It is said of her, "that her first thought 

was to make a happy home for her children-more alluring 

to them than any other place-where every indulgonoe of a 

good tendency was granted, libraries filled with choice 

books, a fine organ suited to the musical taste of all the 

family, and one room set apart as the place where the utmost 

freedom of noise and merriment was allowed. She used to 

say, her boys must be gentlemen in tho parlor, but they 

may be boys in the pluy-roorn. Tl10 onler of tho honsol10l(l 

was noticed by visitors, who often wondered whence it came, 

since all was so quiet and mother never seemed pressed with 

care, although as father remarked, he had never seen her 

unoccupied, and she wished us all to be so interested in work 

or book, that even a rainy day would not seem dull, and 

that we should 11ot depend on out-door excitement for our 

happiness. One day in the week slie thoughtfully set apart 

for sewing for the poor, and many a bundle was thus sent 

to church societies or intlivi«lual poor. But her el1ief trait., 

was a sympathetic ten<lemc:;:;-slie wus tlio cunlidaute of l1e1· 

children when at homo, when away their most tirelc::is 

correspondent." 

'!'he following obituary notice, aL the time of her death, 

appeare<l. in the New Yod~ Ovse1-1·1:r: "Dietl, on Decem Ler 

13th, 1859, Harriet A. Clarkson, tlie l,cloved wife of Wm. B. 

Crosby of this city, an eminently excellent Christian 1ucly, 
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of whom one who was her pastor for sixteen and a half 

years, may speak with co11fl<lence. It was early in life that 

she connectCll herself by pulJlic profession with the people 

of God and onward, to the close of lier pilgrimage in her 

seventy-fourth year, dill she maintain n. most consistent 

Christian course. She aimed to be useful in all the relations 

she sustained, and though from a retiring disposition she 

<litl not come out in public engagements, as ma11y Christian 

ladies are enabled to clo, she was always concerned in some 

good work in n. quiet way, and nrn<le herself constantly felt 

in acts of benevolence. Her's was a very warm interest in 

ministers, as she was the daughter of the Rev. \Vm. Clark

son, a Presbyterian clergyman, and she knew the trials and 

responsibilities of the ministerial life. She cherished a 

great sympathy for young females ·who were solicitous for a 

liberal education, which might give them a position in 

social life and open to them fields of usefulness as teachers, 

and numbers of such are now livi11g to bless her memory. 

"In her family she was the counsellor of all, and blessed 

have been the results, for she was over seventeen years since 

permitte<l to see all her children with her on the Lord's 

sil1e, while the crowning joy of the closing <lays of her life 

was the seeing and hearing her youngest son, (Rev. Dr. 

Howard Crosby,) proclaiming as a preacher' the unsearch

able riches of Christ.' Through a married life of nearly 

fifty-three years she was the charm of the family circle 

gathered nronnd her, and to tlte last hour of the possession 
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of her intellect, was the same cheerful, vivacious wife ancl 

mother, though beyond three-score and ten. She was from 

the moment of her attack by paralysis, unconscious, and 

lingered thus three days, when the Master was pleased to 

release her from her frail tenement. A great chasm has 

been made by her removal. A very large circle sympathize 

with the stricken household, and especially with him who 

is left in widowhood." 

Children of William Bed low Crosby and Harriet Ashton 

Clarkson: 

William Henry, born June 28th, 1808, married 

November 4th, 1850, Josepha Matilda, <laughter of 

John Neilson, M. D., of New York City; ten children. 

John Player, born May 22d, 1810, married Feb

ruary 10th, 1835, Ellen Murray, danghLcr of John 

Murray, of New York. She <lic(l l83G. He nmrrie1l 

May 15th, 1840, Margaret, daughter of Hon. Benjamin 

F. Butler, of New York City. He was drowned at 

Fire Island, N. Y., September rnth, 187G; eleven 

children. 

Catharine Clarkson, born May 5th, 1812, manied 

November Dth, 183G, to Henry H. Stevens of N. Y. 

City ; five children. 

Clarkson Floyd, born l\fay 17th, 1814, <lied Nov

ember 20th, 18Hl. 

Robert Ralston, born December 3r1, 1815, marrie<l 

April 27th, 1859, Jane Mmray, daughter of Henry 
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Livingston, of Poughkeepsie, N. Y.; six children. 

Clarkson Floyd, born N ovem her 3d, 1817, married 

September 5th, 1838, A11gelica, only child of John 

Sehuyler, of West 'l'roy, New York,he died February 

22d, 1853; three children. 

Eliza Smedes, Lorn June 21st, 181!), married May 

20th, 1840, to Wm. Rhinel::mder Renwick, of New 

York Cily. She died September 8th, 1877; five 

children. 

Edward Nicoll, born March 12th, 1821, married 

January 2(Hh, 1840, Elizabeth M., only <laughter of 

.James Van Schoonhoven, of Troy, New York. Died 

May 31st, 1865; eight children. 

Mary, born December 11th, 1822, unmarried. 

Anna Daneker, born August 16th, 182'1, died July 

30th, 182G. 

Howard, born February 27th, 1826, married March 

17th, 1847, Margaret Evortson, daughter of John 

Givan, of "\VesLchcster; seven children. 

Rev. Howard Crosby, groat-grandson of Dr. Ger

ardus Clmksou, alJCl seventh in descent from Rev. 

David Clarkson of England, graduated at the Univer

sity of New York in 1844. Was Professor of Greek in 

the same University 1851-50. Professor of Greek in 

Rutgers College 1850-G3. Pastor of First Presby

terian Church, New Brunswick, 1861-62. In 1863 

he was installed Pastor of the Fourth A venue Pres-
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byterian Church, New York, where for twenty-seven 

years he has been the devoted minister to an equally 

devoted flock. He was Chancellor of the University 

of New York 1870-81. President of the New York 

Young Men's Christian Association 1852-55. :Mod

erator Presbyterian General Assembly 1873. Member 

of the First Presbyterian General Council, in Edin

burgh, 1877. One of the Bible Revisers 1872-S1. 

President of the Society for the Prevention of Crime 

1877. Member of the State Commission to frame a 

License Law 188S. 

A voluminous writer, he is t.ho author of the follow

ing works: " Lands of the l\Ioslem," " CEdi pus 

Tyrunnus," with notes. "New 'restament Commen

tary,"" Life of Jesus,"" Annotated New Testament," 

"Bible Manual,"" Notes on Joshua," "Notes on Ne

hemiah," "'rhoughts on the Dec:alogue," "Bible view 

of the Jewish Church," "The seven Churches of 

Asia," and a large number of pamphlets on the public 

questions of the day. 

Harman Rutgers, born April 10th, 182S, died July 

30th, 1830. 

Hannah Floyd Clarkson, born at Philadelphia, Pa., Jan

uary 31st, 1 W3; died at Poughkeepsie, N. Y., May 31st, 

1870; unmarried. 
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Wm. Nicoll Clarkson, M. D., married Margaret O'Hare, 

daughter of John Fabian of St. Simon's Island, Georgia, 

with issue as follows: 

Mary Catharine, born at Wadmalaw Island, Decem

lJ(Jt· 2GLh, 182,t, nrnrrietl December 25Lh,184.D, 'l'heodore 

Dehone Mi.iller, M. D., died June 7th, 1880; no 

children. 

Samuel Eliphalet White, born at Wadmalaw 

Island, February 1st, 1828, married December 25th, 

1849, Elizabeth, daughter of William Davis, of Wad

malaw. He died August 16th 1855; one child. 

Sarah Caroline, born September 2d, 1830, died 

February 13th, 1832. 

Harriet Hannah, born March 18th, 1833, died Sep

tember 7th, 1833. 

William John, born September 2Gth, 1834, married 

December 31st, 1865, Mary Jane, daughter of James 

David Gordon of Williamsburgh, South Carolina; 

eight children. 

Emily Eliza, born December 6th, 1837, died April 

23d, 1838. 

Nathaniel Bowen, born aL John's Island, September 

23d, 1839, married December 31st, 1862, Laura Ber

nell, <laughter of James David Gordon, of Williams

burgh, South Carolina. Licensed by Methodist Epis

copal Church in South Carolina, March ]4th, 1877, 
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and admitted to Conference, December 18th, 1880. 

Ordained Deacon July 4th, 1881, as Elder, December 

21st, 1884; nine children. 

Samuel Floyd Clarkson, fourth child and second son of 

Rev. William Clarkson, M. D., and Catharine Floyd, was 

born at Bridgeton, N. J., May 20th, 1707. 

He was educated at Norristown, Pa. On the death of his 

father in 1812, in South Carolina, the widow with her three 

children came north and resided in New York City with 

her daughter, Harriet Ashton, who had married William 

Bedlow Croshy. 

He· studied law with Judge Harris Scovil and Samuel 

Blatchford, and was licensed in May, 1822, to practice law. 

He formed a partnership with Peter V. Remsen, under tho 

firm name of Remsen & Clarkson, which continued until 

May, 1833. 

Mr. Clarkson joined the Rutgers Street Presbyterian 

Church by profession of faith, December 28th, 1820, and was 

dismissed, February 18th, 1833, to the Associate Reformed 

Presbyterian Church in Murray Street, with which ho 

united, March 0th, 1833. 

On the 14th of November, 1826, he married Amelia Ann, 

daughter of William Frederick Baker and l\faria EfomLetl1 

Sperry of New York City. Rev. Wm. Berrian, D. D., 

performed the ceremony. He always took an active inter

est in church matters; was ordained an Elder of the 

Associate Reformed Church, August 7th, 1836, and was a 
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delegate from tho Presbytery of New York, to the General 

Assembly of the Presbyterian Church that met in Philadel

phia., in 1837, and which took such action as led to the 

tli vision of that hotly for several years. He was also elected 

n. trustee, :m<l when tho church was moved to Eighth Street, 

he was tho Clrnirmau of tho Building Committee. 

Rev. Thomas nfacaulcy, D. D., who had been called from 

the Rutgers Street Presbyterian Church, to the Associate 

Reformed Church in Murray Street, was still the pastor 

when the building was taken down and removed up town. 

On his resignation, Rev. Mr. Chapman was calle<l from 

Bos Lou, Mass., but after a struggle of two years he was 

forced to yiel<l, and the church was sold. 

Mr. Clarkson then united, in June, 1851, with the 

Collegiate Reformed (Dutch) Church, attending the Ninth 

Street Church, between Broadway and Fourth Avenue, 

(then the Bowery,) afterwards ho went to the Lafayette 

Place Church, where he was the Superintendent of .the 

Sunday School for several years. 

His health and eye sight failing, he removed to Brooklyn, 

and uuitod with the First Reformed Church on Jerolamon 

Street, in September, 18G7: here he continued to Ii ve and 

worship until he <lied, December 31st, 1808. 

His family remove<l to Flushing, L. I., in 1870, and there 

his wi<low <lied, September 7th, 1870. 

Mr. Clarkson pructiceu law until about 18G7 ; in his 

younger days making n. specialty of Chancery practice, and 
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when the Code came into effect, followed more particularly 

Equity Pleadings. 

He was a conscientious advocate, entering into the right 

of his clients with every talent he possessed; avoiding liti

gation if possible, but esponsing what he felt was the wrong 

done his clients, and earnestly endeavoring to secure for 

them justice. 

In all his church connections he was an active man; 

greatly gifted in extemporaneous prayer, he was invariably 

called upon to leacl in that most important and blessed 

privilege; an<l having been a close stm1ent of the Bible, he 

continued a teacher in the Dible Class, until called to be the 

Superintendent. 

Children of Samuel Floyd Clarkson and Amelia Ann 

Baker: 

William Baker, born August 22d, 1827, died Feb

ruary 10th, 1828. 

Julia La Roche, born October 8th, 182!), unmarried. 

Floyd, born February 27th, 1831, married October 

27th, 1857, Harriet Anna, daughter of John Van 

Boskerck, of New York City; hml ton children. 

Floyd Clarkson received a liberal education, n,ll(l 

in 1859 embarked in business. On tho call for troops 

by President Lincol11, in April, lSGl, as a. member of 

the Seventh Regiment National Guard of New York, 

he went to \Vashington, D. C., and from that time 

until the close of the war was ideJ1tifie<l with tl1e 
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operations of the army in North Carolina. On Nov

ember 11th, lSGl, he was mustered as Major of the 

Sixth New York Cavalry, and on June 14th, 18G4, 

was appointed Assistant Inspector General on the 

staff of BrigaJier-Genernl Edward Harland, com

manding the sub-district of New Berne, N. C. 

On the 21st of February, lSGG, Major Clarkson re

signe<l his commission as l\fajor of the 12th New 

York Volunte<'r Cavalry. 'l'lte resignation was ap

proved by the Colonel of the regiment, and by Briga

dier-General Edward Harland, but Brigadier-General 

Innis N. Palmer, commanding the district of North 

Carolina, placed upon it tho following endorsement: 

" This cannot be approved at this time ; Major 

Clarkson is too valuable an officer to be spared now." 

'l'he resignation was returned from the head-quarters 

"Army of the Ohio" disapproved. Major Clarkson 

was brevetted Lieutenant-Colonel on the 22d of April 

lSGG, "for faithful and meritorious services." 

Colonel Clarkson has always been an earnest Free

mason, and has held many offices of trust in that 

Order. He is connected with the Military Order of 

the Loyal Legion, and for some years served as Chan

cellor of the New York Com man<lery, and at this 

elate is Department Commander of the G. A. R for 

the State of New York. It is a coincidence that 

'l'hmlaens Stevens Clarkson, another great-grandson 
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of Dr. Gerardus Clarkson, is in the same year Depart

ment Commander of the G. A. R. for Nebraska. 

Colonel Floyd Clarkson is also a member of the 

"Veterans of the Seventh Regiment" N. G. S. N. Y., 

and of the society of the Army of the Potomac, and 

of the society of the Army of the Cumbcrlan<l, nrnl is 

President of the society of the War Veterans of the 

Seventh Regiment, N. Y. Ile is also, a life member 

of the New York Historical Society, and of the St. 

Nicholas Society ; a member of the Metropolitan 

Museum of Art; the New York Genealogical and 

Biographical Society, and Vice-President of the 

society of the Sons of the Revolution. 

Upon the appointment of the Citizen's Committee 

for the Centennial celebration of the inauguration of 

General George Washington as the first President of 

the United States, Colonel Clarkson was appoiutod 

one of that committee. He was selected by the com

mittee on States as Marshal of the President's escort 

on his arrival in New York, and in a letter urnlor 

date of May fHh, 1880, Elbridge 'l'. Gerry, Esq., 

chairman of the Executive Committee, desires to 

"express the warm and hearty thanks of the Com

mittee for the services rendered by Colonel Clarkson 

during the celebration." 

Rutgers, born December 8Lh, 1832, married Jan

uary 7th, 1858, Margaret Ann, <laughter of Rev. 
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John Niel McLeod, of New York City; had eight 

children. 

Catharine, born September !)th, 1834, died Feb

ruary 11th, 1836. 

Val'ick, born l\fay 14th, 183G, died January 19th, 

1837. 

Harriet Crosby, born October 20th, 1837, unmarried. 

William Crosby, born December DLh, 1830, married 

September 5th, 1866, Sarah Augusta, daughter of 

Daniel S. Greene, of Brunswick, New York. He died 

December 23d, 1887, leaving two children. 

Gerardus, born December 8th, 1843, married Sep

tember, 188'1, Ella Chandler; no children. 

Samuel Floyd, born October 11th, 1845, married 

December 10th, 187!), Courtenay N., daughter of 

Cincinnatus ·w. Newton, ·of Norfolk, Virginia. He 

died at Nice, France, January 8th, 1883, being then 

a Lieut. U.S. Navy; no children. 

Amelia, born October 12th, 1847, married June 

10th, 1873, to John W. Clarkson, of Philadelphia. 

She died August 1st, 1880, leaving two children. 
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JOSEPH CLARKSON. 

Joseph Clarkson, the thinl son of Dr. Gerardus Clarkson, 

was born at Philadelphia, February 27th, 1765, baptized at 

Christ Church, April 18th, 1765, by Rev. Richard Peters, 

D. D. In his youth ho attended a classical school, then of 

great repute, kept by Dr. Robert Smith, a Presbyterian 

clergyman, in Lancaster County, Pa. He graduated at the 

University of the State of Pennsylvania, at the age of seven

teen, and received the degree of Master of Arts from the 

College of New Jersey, in 1785. A portrait of Joseph Clarkson 

copied from a miniature, supposed to be by Du Simitiere, 

is inserted in this memoir. Young Clarkson seems to 

have been imbued with serious impressions from early years, 

and with a desire to enter the ministry of the Church, 

though uncertain as to how or where he could receive 

orders, he placed himself under the guidance of Rev. Itoliert 

Blackwell, at the time Assistant Minister of Uhrist Church 

and St. Peter's. Mr. Blackwell thirteen years before liad 

sailed for England, and at the little suburb of London 

called Fulham, at a" special ordination," was by the then 

Bishop of London, Right Rev. Richard Terrick, D. D., 

admitted to the holy order of Deacons, "according to the 

manner and form proscribed, and used by the Church of 

England." While reading divinity, it is more than proba

ble that Rev. Mr. Blackwell encouraged his young student 

to whom he was greatly attached, to hope for like success 

in an application to the Bishop of London, for admission 
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into tho holy orclor of Deacons. The sequel shows how if 

snch was tho plan it was over-ruled, when on May 28th, 

] 787, Bishop White, held in Christ Church, his first ordina

tion, ancl Joseph Clarkson and Joseph Couden, were 

atlrnittocl to the holy orcler of Deacons." * 

Upon his ordination, Rev. Joseph Clarkson became 

AssisLnnt to Dr. Nicolas Collin, rector of tho Swedish 

Churches, "\Vieaco, Upper Merion and Kingsossing, and con

tiirnod in thnt capacity until 1792. 

In 1789, l\Ir. Clarkson acted as Secretary to the House of 

Bishops, first convened at Philadolp11in. "The mooting in 

Christ Church being founcl inconvenient to the members in 

several respects" adjournment was had to tho apartments of 

the General Assembly in the State House. 

t "While the Convention sat in Christ Church, the' Honse 

of Bishops,' consisting of Dishops White ancl Seabury, sat 

in its 'V cstry Room,' a small place on the north of the 

pulpit, about seven feet wide Ly twelve feet long. The 

'House' was a very small 01~e, no doubt, but still large 

enough for the two persons who com.i:>osed it and their Sec

retary, Uw llev. Mr. Glm kso;1." 

In 179.l, the P..cv. Law!-...mcc Gireli 11'3, the last of the Swed

ish Ministers, resig,,ed his c1.1ar60 at Wilmington, Del., and 

retur1~ed to S;veden. He was succeecled by Rev. Joseph 

• This service is referred to on pages 185-li of this work. 

f Life of llcv. William Smith, DD. Vol. II, fol. 280. 
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Clarkson, at which time the Chnrch at Christina became 

connected regularly with Lhe P. E. Church. 

Rev. Dr. Collin, l\Tinister of the Swedish Mission in Phila

delphia and parts a1ljacent, always dnring his ministry, 

covering a period of forty-five years, usetl the prayer book 

of the Episcopal Church, and the many assistant l\IinisLers 

that he had dnring his rcctorship were of that Church. 

As a matter of interest, a print of each of these venerable 

buildings, now Gloria Doi, Philadelphia, and Trinity Church, 

,vilmington, Del., is inserted. Both wore erected about the 

year 1700. 

On July 8th, lWO, Rev. 1\Ir. Clarkson entered upon his 

duties as Minister of St. James' Church, Lancaster, Pa. At that 

date Hon. Jasper Yeates an<l Edward Hand were wanlons. 

His field of labour embraced beside tho town of Lancaster, tho 

country parishes of .St. John's, Pequea, and Christ Church, 

Leacock. The Rev. 'fhomas Barton, a l\Iissionary appoilltoll 

by the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, was l\lin

ister in charge of St. James' Church in 17GG. This church 

was of stone, and built about 17-15; it was a small structure. 

'fhe cash account for building kept in tho .Mss. of GooL"go 

Ross, the signor, is still in existence. All efforts to find a 

picture of the church have failed. Rev. Mr. Barton re

mained until 1778, and was succeeded by tho Rev. Elisha 

Riggs, and he in turn by Rev. Joseph Clarkson. In 1818 

measures were taken to re-build St. James' Church, and 

Robert Coleman, Charles Smith and Adam Reign.rt were 
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appoinLotl a committee to fix upon a proper place for the 

now structure, and to suporilltond its erection. Subscriptions 

to the buihling fund were solicited from the citizens, and 

John Passmore was appointed treasurer. 

*" On Sumlay, tho lGth of October, 1820, the Right Rev. 

William White, D. D., assiste<l by tho Rev. Joseph Clarkson, 

Rev. Levi Bull and Rev. "\V. A. Muhlenberg, performed the 

ceremony of consecrating the new church in the presence of 

a large congregation of citizens, after which the Rev. Mr. 

Snowdon was admitted to the order of priesthood. 

"011 l\foIHlay, Odol1or lGLli, a confirmation took place 

when Lhe Di1;ltop confinno<l thirty persons." 

The Rev. W. A. Muhlenberg at this time was called to be 

co-rector. He remained until 1824, and was succeeded by 

tho Rev. Levi Silliman Ives, who resigned to become assist

ant Minister at Trinity Church, New York. The Rev. 

Samuel Bowman succeeded Mr. Ives in 1827. Consecrated 

assistant Bishop of Pennsylvania ou the 25Lh day of Augm;t, 

1858, he continued to reside at Lancaster, and remained in 

the parish until his death on the 3d day of August, 18Gl. 

Bishop Bowman was in the western part of the Diocese on 

his way to moot an appointment at Butler, Pa. The des

truction of a bridge compelled the passengers of the train 

in which he was journeying to make a walk of four miles. 

The nishop lingered behind, and when the party ha<l 

reached the end of the journey he was nowhere to be found. 

• From tlte minutes of St. James' Church, Lancaster. 
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A workman returning with u harn1-car to the broken bridge 

found him lying on his face by the roadside, quite dead. 

The body was tcm1erly cared for, and at once returned to 

Pittsburg, and thence removed to Lancaster, where it was 

buried in St. James' Churchyard. 

The Rev. Joseph Clarkson continued his charge until his 

death, which occurred at Lancaster, January 25th, 1830. 

For thirty yours rector of this church "ho was a man well 

beloved by his parishioners, and had during his long life a 

very peaceful ministry." A print of the church built in 

1818-20 is here inserted. 

On July 20th, 1788, Joseph Clarkson marrie<l Gmce, one 

qf the six daughters of Rev. Samuel Cooke, at that time 

settled at Frederickto1i, New Brunswick. An account of the. 

life of this good man, so full of events awl connected as 

he was with the early history of the Church and its strug

gles in America, we have reserved for another chapter. 

The children of Joseph and Grace Cooke Clarkson were 

eight; four sons and four <laughters. 

Mary was born, Philndel1)hia, September 10th, 

1790; married John Passmore, ancl died January 

22d, 1856, and left issue, two sons and one daughter. 

These two sons became clergymen of the Protesta11t 

Episcopal Church. 

Gerartlns was born, ·wnmington, Del., Oc:ioher 

13th, 1702; married Susan 'l'risslcr, December 1st, 

1824, an<l clicd January 2,1Lh, 1857. Susan 'l'risslcr 
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was born June Uth, 1803, anrl <lie<l May 9th, 18Gl, 

leaving issue. 

Esther Cox was born, ,Yilmington, Del., June 3<l, 

17!)5; married George Luuis Mayer, l\foy 30th, 181G, 

an<l llie<l December 2DLl1, 1881, lcavillg issue. 

Harriot Rumsey was horn, Wilmington, Del., Octo

ber 4th, 17!)7; mnrrie<l Rev. Samuel Dowman, June 

28th, 183G, an<l died August 10th, 1852; no issue. 

The first wife of Uev. Samuel Dowman C~Iiss Sit

grcaves, of Euston, Pa.), dic<l leaving issue, one son 

now deceased, and a <laughter, tlio wdow of Dishop 

Vail. 

Michael Cooke was born, Pequea, Lancaster County, 

April 5th, 1800; murrie<l Louisa Harper, of Gettys

Lurg, Pu., September 5th, 1822, and died July 11th, 

1871, leaving issue. 

Robert Blackwell was born, Pequea, Lancaster 

County, Pa., January 18th, 1802; married Maria 

Booker, of Tennessee, an<l <lied in 184G, leaving 

issue. 

Joseph was born, New Holland, Lancaster County, 

Pa., November 9th, 1804, and <lied in infancy. 

Lydia Cooke was born, New Holland, Lancaster 

County, Pa., October lltli, 180G; marrie<l Dr. George 

Moore, of Columbia, Pa., in 182·1, an<l <lie,1 Oc~oher 

2-1Lh, 18112, leaving issue. 
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Grace Cooke Clarkson, died at Lancaster, Pa., August 

25th, 1824, in the 58th year of her age. 

Rev. Joseph Clarkson, died January 25th, 1830, in the 

64th year of his age. 

Both Mr. and l\frs. Clarkson are bnricd in St. James' 

Church Yard. 

BISHOP CLARKSON. 

Robert Harper Clarkson, great-grurnl-son of Dr. Gcrardus 

Clarkson, and seventh in <lescent from Rev. David 

Clarkson, was born at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, November 

19th, 1826. His father, Michael Cooke Clarkson, the son of 

Rev. Joseph Clarkson, began life as a clerk in the office of 

the late President Buchanan, at Lancaster, Pa. In 1822 he 

removed to Gettysburg, Pa., and married Louisa, daughter 

of Robert Harper, the founder and editor of " The Adarns 

Sent-inel," a paper that has passed its centennial antl still is 

published. 

He was a man of affairs in Atlams County, and for 

many years a prominent politician in Pennsylvania, a con

temporary and warm personal friend of the late 'l'hac1dcus 

Stevens. He was a genial, cheerful, Cl1ristin11 gcntlemm1, 

with remarkable social qualities that cwlearcd him to all 

with whom he came in c011tact. 

An incident is worthy of record here. 'fhe battle of 

Gettysburg, to -which all hearts will ever turn with grati-
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tlllle an<l reverence, was fougl1t and decided upon the farm 

where Robert Harper Clarkson was reared. The writer re

members well how the Bisliop, upon a return from Europe, 

wlicro ho li:ul been sojourning, rceonntccl his experience when 

on goi11g into a free rcadi11g room in the Cil.y of Florence, 

in the early eve11ing, he found there on file, the American 

papers containing a dcLailcd account of tho lmttlo on July 3d, 

18G3, and with what avidity he took in the story, going over 

the ground, every foot of which he had trod in his boyhood, 

from Cemetery IIill to 11ound Top, and along the Emmetts

lmrg road. So absorbed ,rns he that he knew not that mid

nighL was come, and by payment of a coin to the janitor at 

intervals, he remained until Lho day dawned, having lived 

over again, in his once peaceful home, the days of his 

yout.b, ami\l scenes of blood, suffering and death. 

* Bishop Clnrkson's academic education was received at 

Pon11sylvania College in tlie town of his birth, where ho 

was grn,luntod D. A., in 184'1. Shortly afterward, ho became 

tutor at the College of St. James', in Hagerstown, Maryland. 

'l'ho licad of this interesting institution was the Rev. Dr. 

Kerfoot, afterward Bishop of Pittsburg. While there, 

young Clarkson stmlioLl theology, under Dr. Kerfoot, and 

was onlaiuocl Deacon, Juno 18th, 1s,1s. 

"In some of its circumstances, his early life was most 

• This biographical sketch of Bishop Clarkson is taken largely from Bishop 

Jlan•'s memorial sermon delivered at the Catl1edral in Omaha, Sunday March 

15th, 1S84, a111l from the Oma.ha llcrald March 11th, 1884. 
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happy. Far boytmd what falls to the lot of most young 

persons, he eujoyC<l the advantage of the love and care and 

association of very rare men. While at the College of St. 

James' he learned to love, a11tl was in turn greatly loved by, 

tho Rev. Dr. Mnhle11bcrJ:;, whoso memory still lives and will 

always live in St. Luke's hospital, Now York, which he 

founded, and in the lines of the hymn, 'I would not live 

alway,' which he wrote. This eminent divine was co

rector with the elder Dr. Clarkson, of St. James' Church 

in Lancaster, and this strongly attached him to the young 

man, who through life was as a. son to him. Dr. Dowman, 

also a rector of the same church and afterward assistant 

Bishop of Pennsylvania, was his uncle. For his piety, 

learning and great labor, his name is a treasure in the 

Church to this day. He gave his kinsman his solicitous 

affection and assistance. Dr. Kerfoot lavished upon him 

the yast stores of his loaming, an<l made known to him 

not only tho beauty of godliness, hut the power and joy of 

exquisite literary graces. 

"He was, we are tohl, as u. Loy, just what those of us who 

knew him only u.s a ma.n would have inferred-full of life 

and spirits, susceptible to every impression from without, 

endowed with a keen souse of the ltlllicrous, hungry for all 

sorts of fun, at the bottom of eYery piece of mischief that 

was current, but clever enough never to be caught. 

"At about sixteen, the first crisis in his moral and religious 

life came, and under th~ earnest preaching of the Gospel, 
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he was awakened to tho seriousness of life, and the saere<l

ness of the claims of his Redeemer. He openly confessed 

His name, and soon began to consider whether it was not 

bis duty to devote his life to the Master's special service in 

tho n1inis!,ry. This was his first overcoming, the over

coming of his boyish thoughtlessness. 

"On Thfay 8th, 1840, he was married to Miss McPherson, of 

Hagerstown, Marylund, und wiLh liUle knowledge of men 

and no experience in affairs, ho went to Chicago to become 

Hector of St. James' Church. It was a great venture. 

Ifordly were they settled in their new home, before the 

cholera came to mercilessly scourge tho city. Others in the 

sacred office Hed Lefore the terrors of the plu.gue; they were 

sLcadfast through the ,vhole period of its ravages. Day ancl 

night the young deacon held hfa way among the stricken; 

nursing the sick, helping the poor, holding np the hearts of 

the afflicted, holding the Cross before the eyes of the dying, 

and burying the forsaken dea<l. Stricken down himself, he 

conqucrCll the disease by his indomitable spirit; and weak 

and weary as he was, he went out again to the utler misery 

all about, never stopping to rest, never heeding the cries of 

fear. 'l'lie records of Christian heroism tell no more affect

iiig talc of devotion an<l self-sacrifice. He came out of the 

ordeal a conqueror, for he had conquered a city. Known of 

all for what he had been in the hour of agony and trial, 

ever afterward men as he passed among them paid him a 

loving, almost worshipful homage. 
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"He was ordained priest, January 5th, 1851. Seventeen 

years he lived among that pcop1e. He built a great Church, 

in its beauty surpassing all others in the city. He gathered a 

great congregation from all conditions of men. He set on 

foot, and nursed, and made secure many charities. Every 

young man corning there, of whom he could hear, was sought 

out and helped, and onconrnged, and put in the good way. 

Every poor, or sick, or afllictcd, or friendless person fouud 

a hand stretched out, a heart opened wide for him; and the 

more he needed of any sort of help, the more was pressed 

upon him. The whole was a life of arduous work; a joy 

and a blessing to every one. The friendships then formed 

still live, their strength umelaxed, and the gratitude to-day 

all it was when the service was rendered. 

"In 18G7, he received his Doctorate in Divinity from his 

alma mater and also from Rncine College. Aud there, in 

that young school ho had his place. It was ho who named 

the sainted DeKoven for its head, and by much persuasion 

secured the appointment. In 1872, the University of 

Nebraska honored itself by conferring upon him the very 

first of its degrees of Doctor of Laws. 

"In 18G5, the General Convention of tlte Chnrclt olectecl 

him .Missionary Bishop of Nebraska and DakoLa. The an

nouncement drove the blood from his check, and left him 
speechless for minutes. 'l'hus he describes his emotions in 

the sermon in which he announced to his parish his de

cision: 'Entirely unexpected, without the slightest desire 
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on my part, and with scarcely the shadow of a training, the 

announcement of tho Church came upon me. The very 

thought of the necessary severing of tics, and disturbing of 

the associations of seventeen years of a happy pastorate, was 

more Llian I coul1l Lear. Awl whilst I was enduring an

guish and agitation in the balancing of inclination with 

duty, such as I pray God I may never again experience, I 

went to one of the Bishops, and told him that I could not 

arnl would not go, and laid before him the reasons for my 

decision, ultimate as I then thought. w'hen I told him of 

my ministry here, commenced in the fervor and enthusiasm 

of yonLl1, and tloop-rootmI in Lho spiritual services and pas-

. torn] experiences of so many years-of my flock united in a 

most remarkable degree, and precious to me, every one, 

without an exception, and of my delightful home, filled with 

numuerlcss testimonials of your attaehment,-and of my 

Loautiful church, every stone of which was cemented by my 

anxieties and my prayers,-:111d of the city with which I 

had grown up, the only dwelling-place of my manhood's 

years, the birth-place of my children and the sleeping

gronn<l of my <lcad,-I suppose<l this was enough to satisfy 

ai1y rcasonaLle man that I ought not to be aske<l to go. 

His only reply, as he lai<l his hand upon my shoulder arn1 

lookctl me calmly in the eye was : 'Your Master in Heave11 

left infinitely more than this for you. Life is short. The 

a(·cotmt you must give will be strict. Go whore he has sent 

you.' What eould I say? Slmmc a!l(1 silence scaled my 
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lips. From that hour, the more I thought over the matter, 

and the more I prayed over it, and the more I discussed it 

with holy men, who believe that there is a God, awl that 

there arc such things as duty, accountability, necessary self

surrencler, and the baptism of the Holy Ghost, the clearer 

grew t.he whole subject, and more insignificant and sinful 

seemed the thought of personal sacrifice, aml the more im

perative became the demand of conscience; and, although I 

reserved the right of final decision until I came home, and 

did not definitely determine until since my return, yet every 

day has settled me firmer in the wi;;h Lest expressed in the 

lines of the text,' What am I that I could withstand Uod? '" 

It was a splendid triumph of duty over his tenderest 

affections and deepest love of friends. 
I 

"On the 15th of November, 18G5, he was co11sccratc<l in his 

own Church. 'l'he services of that occasion arc a rncrnory 

still. 'l'he Rt. Rev. John Henry Hopkins, the presiding 

Bishop of the Church, was consecrator, assisted l,y Dish0ps 

Kemper, McCoskroy, Lee, Whipple and 'l'allint. In 18GS, 

Nebraska was erected · into a Diocese, and lie was urnrni

mously elected its first Bishop. He retainetl jurisLlictiou in 

Dakota for some years, when the western part of that terri

tory was detached and mallo a separate district with a Dish op 

of its own. Last fall he was, at his own request, relieved of 

his missionary jnristliction, the work lmviug outgrown his 

strength. And he now lookc1l forward to years of labor to 

be given wholly to NeLrnska. 
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" He repeaLo<l in his higher ollice of Bishop his work as 

Priest. Ile en.mo again Lo a Ill'\\", rnw land, whoso prairies 

strctchml out a vast. waste, wiLh a few little towns, where 

liLLle Ulrnrcht'S liad been built., a1ul a sparse and poor popu

lation. IL was as 1111-towal'!l a prospect as a Christian Bishop 

over lookccl upon. l3nt lie was 110 more dismaye<l than 

wliP11 lio first ]eft Ll10 home of his fathers. Wit.h what heed

lcHsness of self; with what lrnoya11ey of spirit; wit.h wl1at 

resolute patience, despite groat '1iscourngements, with what 

nlrnllllant, trying, exhausting labors he has gone on aIHl 

carried on the work none knew, or ever wi11 know, who 

were not a<lmittecl to his imnost heart. He has built fifty 

churches. He has carried to success his two schools. He 

has been the heatl and moving spirit, antl source of strength, 

to all tlte work of his Church. Ho has not kept himself to 

the places of ease, nor even to his own home; but has gouo 

up allll <lown all tho conn try, proachi11g in school-honsos, as 

well us Churches, to a. few tlisciplos wherever they conld be 

gaLhereJ. No journey has been too long or too hard for him 

to trnvel in all sen.sons, so that ho coulll reach, arnl help, arnl 

encourage any servant of the Lord. IIe has preached such 

sermons that men, who cared litlle for such things, have sai(l 

they never h~ar<l him, but they louge<l to be hcttoi-; anJ lw 

ha.s taught multitudes tho very rndimenLs of our lliyino re

ligion. 

"Bishop Clarkson clictl at Omaha, l\fo,rch 10th, l 88-1. He 

hac1 n. prcse11Limc'11t fro111 tl1e t1rsL Lliat this sidrness was hi::; 
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last, an<l immediately, 011 being takon ill, hogan to make 

preparations for his depnrture; but it would be a groat mis

take to suppose that his will-power gave way, that he died 

from want of endenvor and dctormination1 to got well, and 

that a man of stronger will and greater desire to live woulll 

have recovered. To tho lust, he was master of himself and tlw 

situation. To the last he was tho director and the comforter 

of all. The physicians marvelled at tho clearness antl Yigor 

with which he read and described his symptoms. Ho wrote 

daily in his journal, for ten <lays after he was laid upon his 

bod, anll one entry roatls, ' I am feeli 11g better to-,1ay. I'el'

lmps I shall yet Le up.' He kept tho litLlo llctails of Lusi11css 

well in han<l, and even was at pains to see that replies to 

t.elegrams, inquiring as to his con<litioll, should 1Jo prepaid. 

'l'wo days after he was declared by !tis physicians to ho dying, 

he called for the daily paper and reall Llie local items. Wlwn 

told that he coul,l not live, he argued that he hatl 'too much 

vitality to <lie yet.' He proposed vigorous treatment, and 

thought that if it was resorted to he might yet recover. Fi\'e 

minutes before his death, he calmly an<l collectedly inquired, 

'Do you see any great challge?' His solf-conunaud-li is 

self-possession, was complete. From his bod of sickness ho 

sent a message flr::;l l>y Llio Leleplw110, and tlwn l,y a spetiial 

messenger to a non-Episcopal mi11i:-;ter in the city, asking 

the prayers of himself and ltis people. 'Some may critieisP,' 

he said, 'a Bishop's asking the prnycrs of persons out8idu 

his own Church ; Lut uo malter. I value thu pl'a_yol's of all 
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~oorl 111011.' ,vhilc on a visit, once, to one of tho towns of 

tlic state, lie learned that an effort was being made to build 

:t house for an aged 1foilio<list minister, and at once en

closed n, check for ten dolbrs, with the expression of his 

pleasure that there was :t prmipcct. tlmt the good man would 

have a roof over his hc:ul in his old age. And since his 

death, a toucl1 ing lotter has rnme from a Baptist minister, 

resi1liI1g now in !IIicltigan, telli11g of tho cheer which had 

been brought to his l1eart, when he was about to leave Ne

lm1ska for a strnngo fiel<l of lnhor, by receiving from the 

Bisl1op, whom he had fre(t11Cntly met in travelling, a note 

exprec:sing his regret that lw was about to leave the state, 

and wishing him G0<1 speed in his new sphere. There was 

nothing about your Dishop which yon could measure in a 

lrnshol. IIo was too largc-11oarted to he entirely contained 

even within the bonuds of onr own comprehensive Churcli. 

"From his sick-l,011 Lhreo 1hys before his death, 110 tele

phoncc1 his congratulations and best love to a young mother 

upon Ll1e hirt.lt of a daugl1ter, asked that oranges might he 

sent to a IitLle In.mp-lighter who had broken his leg, and 

charged that. one---of Lite clergy Gltonld be sure to search out 

a sick man, almost a tolal slra11gcr to him, of whose illness 

lie Jin.cl roall in the nc1n-;papcr, a1Hl who, 110 feared, might be 

frie11<ll(•ss. But tliis tender concern to those who wore 

bound to him liy reason of his office never drew him from 

those who wore united to him by the ties of nature. The 

mo111c11t he conhl hroak away from the tics of official dnLy, 
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ho made for his homo, like a carrier-pigeon sot free. 'fo 

reach it he woul<l often take a calioosc on a freight train on 

Sun<lay at rni1l11iglit, rather tlian wait for the regular 

passenger trui.n the llcxt morning. Arrived at home, he 

was radiant with delight. Lovo exhaled from his soul, like 

perfume from a flower, townnl every 1member of his family. 

And ere death cloudo!l liis faculties, he called them all to 

his bedside, spoke to each one an appropriate parting word, 

and poure<l forth his soul for each one before the Mercy Scat 

in passionate and specific supplication. 

"One would have supposed that the approach of death io a 

man so wrapped up as he was, in wife and children, friends 

and homo, would have been atLondct1 with peculiar terrors; 

that the loosening of tho embrace of love would have been 

accompanied with exhibitions of uncontrollable anguish. 

There was nothing of tho kind. For three weeks he lay in 

death's presence, but its presence did not disturb him in the 

least. It was then that the essential c1wractoristic of his re

ligion shone forth in its peculiar glory. Ile lnul implicit 

faith in God, the nnorrinp;, wise, loving, ovo1· faithful Father 

an<l RC!lecmor. He was Urnl's dear ehihl. 'l'hro11ghouL he 

behaved as a chi11l in the l1onso of his father. He c1id not 

act as if he felt tl1at he wm; 1wari11g a tromcrnlons junel11ro 

and must brace himself; ho acted as he always acted ; was 

us natural as a child in a garden, unconscious of the 

presence of the asp. He was even playful sometimes. He 

talked of his interment without a shudder; of his being 
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shrouded in his robes of office without shrinking; he had 

his robes brought to his room, auJ asked that he might be 

buried in the robes in which for eighteen years he had done 

his work; not in his new ones, which might be given to 

another; chose Lite hymns to l.,e sung at his funeral. 

"With sublime composure he said a little before his death, 

' I shall soon be with all the dead,' and again, ' I believe 

as I preached, I shall close my eyes on this world and open 

them 011 a better.' " 

THE LAS'l' RITES. 

On the morning of March 13th, 1884, the funeral proces

sion moved from " Overlook," the residence of the late 

Bishop, in order given : 

'rho Mayor and City officers. 

The vestries of Churches not of Omaha. 

'l'he vestry of St. Barnabas' Church. 

The vestry of St. Mark's Church. 

The vestry of the Cathedral. 

The lay members of the chapter. 

'rhe visiting clergy, including delegations from the dio

eeses of Minnesota, Chicago, Quincy, Missouri, Kansas, 

North Dakota, South Dakota and Iowa. 

Thy Diocesan clergy. 

The Cathedral clergy. 

The body was borne on the shoulders of eight strong men, 

most of whom had worke<l on Lhe UaLhedml, while the 
3•.1 
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others had been in the service of the Bishop. The casket 

of cedar wood, covered with black cloth, was draped with a 

large pall of royal purple, having through its centre a white 

cross. 

'fhe pall bearers were: 

'fhe Rev. Mr. Shaw, 

Mr. C. W. Mead, 

Mr. E. Wakely, 

The Rev. Dr. Oliver, 

The Rev. Dr. McNamara, 

Mr. H. G. Clark, 

Mr. J.M. Woolworth, 

The Rev. Dr. Goodale. 

Following them were the gentlemen of the family; (the 

ladies being in carriages), Bishops Vail, of Kansas; Spauld

ing, of Colorado; Hare, of South Dakota; Walker, of North 

Dakota; McLaren, of Chicago; Brewer, of Montana; Brown, 

of Fond du Lac, and Robertson, of Missouri, and distin

guished gentlemen from abroad and of Omalrn. 

All places of business a11d the public schools were clo:,;crl ; 

and as the procession passed to the Cathedral, tho streets 

were thronged with people, who reverently uncovered. 

At the door of the Cathedral, the procession opened, and 

the body of the deceased prelate was carried into tho porch, 

followed by the family and friends. 

His Excellency the Governor, and other state officers, the 

General commanding the department, his staff, the Judges 

and officers of the Federal and State Courts, and the min

isters of other denominations, occupied seats specially as

signed to them. 
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The Bishops, having p::.ssed through the chapel and rob

i11g room, came down the aisle to the inner door of the 

Cathedral, atHl then returned, followed by the body, borne 

by the clerical and lay pall bearers. 

Then came tho family and friends, and those who were in 

the procession from the house, in inverse order, the Rt. Rev. 

Dr. Walker reading the sentences. 

Tho bmial chant was sung by the choir. 

'l'he Rt. Rev. Dr. l\IcLaron read the lesson. The Rt. Rev. 

Dr. Hare said the prayers. 'fhe hymn, "Jerusalem, My 

Happy Home," was sung by Lhe choir, when the Bishops 

passed tlown the aisle, followed by the clerical and lay bear

ers, carrying the body, and by the family and friends, and 

after them the clergy, tho organ playing the dead march 

in "Saul." 

Tho hymn" Jerusalem the Golden" was sung while the 

body was lowered into the gnwe. 

The Rt. Rev. Dr. Spaulding said the sentences. The Rev. 

Dr. McNamara sai1l the commiLtal to the ground, the Rev. 

Dr. Batterson casting in the earth. The Rt. Rev. Dr. Brown 

said the sentences after the committal, and the Rt. Rev. Dr. 

Robertson sai<l tho concluding prayers. 'l'he hymn, "0, 

Paradise, 0, Paradise!" concluded the services. 

A great concourse was assembled in the Cathedral yar<l, 

an<l before the grave was filled, multitudes looked down 

upon the heavy stone strewn with flowers. 
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The tomb is of har<l Lrick laid in with Port.lau<l cement. 

A heavy stone is embe1l<lcd in the walls just above tl1e 

casket. The walls carrie<l to the surface of the ground arc 

covered again with another thick stone, which will form the 

foundation of the monument. 

The resting-place is a spot selected by the Bishop for the 

purpose, and south of the south transept of the Cathedral. 

The place will be marked by a horizontal monument and a 

cross, like those at the graves of the Christian poet, Keble, 

and of the Rev. Dr. DeKoven, at Racine College; and it 

will be kept as a sacred spot, to which multitudes will resort 

to pay the tributes of a loving memory to their belovctl 

Bishop. 
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APPENDIX A. 

THE F.A111LY OB' DE PEYSTElt. 

'flic <lo PnysLors were of II11gue110L origin. Johannes, 

Lite ancestor of tlio family in this country, was born at 

Haarlom, Holland, in the early part of the seventeenth 

century. 

After making a visit to America he returned to Europe, 

anJ in his native town married, on the 17th of December, 

1G51, Cornelia Lubberts. Two years later he was again in 

.Now Amsterdam, an<l finally establishocl himself there in 

trm1e. He is said to have been posesse<l, by inheritance, of 

considerable wealth. Several pictures, costly articles of 

furniture, and massive pieces of plate, which he brought 

with him from Holland, are still preserved by his descend

ants. Ir c held m:rny olliccs of trust and honor under 

Dutch au<l English Colonial rule, arnl took a prominent 

pnrt in public affairs. He was, at different times, Schepcn, 

Aklorrnan, Burgomaster, Deputy-Mayor, and on the 15th 

of October, 1G77, he received the appointment of Mayor, 

but this latter office was declined in consequence of his 

imperfect knowledge of the English language. He <lied 

previous to lGSG, after a long life of activity and usefulness. 

His widow survived him many years. He had issue, seven 

sons and two daughters. Of these seven children, two only 

will be noticed in this article. 
31 
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Abraham, one of the sons of Johannes de Peyster arnl 

Cornelia Lubberts, was born on the 8th of July, 105i, 

and married at Amsterdam, on the 5th of April, 168°1, 

Catharina de Peyster. On the 13th of the following 

September he returned to New York, where he held suc

cessively the offices of Alderman, of Mayor 0°f the city, of 

a Judge of the Supreme Court, of Treasurer of New Jersey 

and New York, and was for a time the acting Governor of 

the latter Province, having for many years been a member 

of the King's Council. He died in Augnst, 1728, nged 71 

years. He had issue, eight sons an<l five daughters. 

Abraham, oue of the sons of Abraham de Peyster 

and Catharina de Peyster, was born on the 28th of 

August, lGDG, and married, on the 1st of July, 

1722, :Margaret, the eldest daughter of Jacobus Van 

Cortlandt (son of Hon. Oloff Stevens ·van Cortlandt 

and Annetje Lockcrmans) and Eva Philipse. 1 

Abraham was made 'l,reasurer of the Province of 

New York on the 2d of June, 1721, and remained in 

office until his death, which occurre:d on the 17th of 

September, 17G7, aged 71 years. Ile had issue, Ji vc 

sons and six daughters. Ollc of his children, James, 

who marriC!l Sarah, a daughter of tl1c Hon. Joseph 

Reade, was the grandfather of the late James Ii'. de 

Peyster, and another chikl, Elizabeth, marrie(l 

Matthew Clarkson, an<l is now represented hy the 

descendants of her grau<lchil<lren, John Charlton 
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Clarkson, and 1faria Charlton, wife of John L. 

I-Iolthuyseu. 

Jolmnnes, another son of Jolum11es de Peyster arn.l 

Cornelia Lubberts, was boru on the 21st of September, 1GG6, 

and marriccl on the 10th-of October, 1G88, Anna Bancker, 

eldest daughter of Garrett Daneker and Elizabeth Dircks. 

Bancker came to Bcverwyck about 1G56, probably from 

Amsterdam. Mr. de Peyster was an Assessor of the Dock 

,Van], an Assistant Alderman of the same, Mayor of New 

York, ancl a prominent member of the Provincial Legis

bLurc, acting as Chairman of several Committees. About 

tho year 1710, ho visited his relatives in Holland. He had 

isRne, seven sous and five daughters. One of his daughters, 

Cornelia, married l\fotthew, a son of Matthew Clarkson, 

Secretary of the Province of Now York, by his wife, 

Catharina Van Schaick, and had issue, who became the 

ancestors of the Philadelphia branch of the Clarkson 

family. Cornelia survived her husband Matthew Clarkson, 

mul married Gilbert Tennent. 

Bctracted from the Pedigree of the de Peyster family by 

M1lj,-Gcn. J. Watts de Peyster, and from Valentine's Manual 

for 1861, p. 556. 

NoTE-' Sec article, Frederick Philipsc, in the "Memoirs of the Long Island 

Ilist.orical Society," vol. 1, p. 302, and tle Peyster pedigree, p. 117, and 

"l'ot.tcr's Amcriran Mon I.lily," yoJ. 4, p. :1::2. 
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APPENDIX n. 

THE F.UlILY OF FLOWER. 

Enoch Flower came to America with the Proprietaries 

and was appointeJ by William Penn on the 2Gth of October 

lG83, the first schoolmaster in the Colony of Pennsylvania, 

"having exercised the like employment in Englund during 

a period of twenty years." 

Henry Flower, the son o/' Enoch Flower, was born in 

lGGO and married Elizabeth Paselrnll in lGSD. Of tl1is 

marriage there was issue, seven children. 

Enoch Flower, 2d, son of Henry, was born in 1705, 

married Ann, daughter of John and Elizabeth Jones. Of 

this marriage there were nine children. As shown on the 

records of the Pine Street l\Ionthly Meeting, Enoch Flower, 

2d, died January 21st, 1773. His will was probate1l 

February 2d, 1773. He signc<l the Provincial paper money 

for the year 17iiG, was one of tho original contributors to 

tho Pennsylvania Hospital in 17G1, a111l 11u111bor Lwo of ilrn 

original members of the Colony and State in Sclrnylkill, 

May 1st, 1732. 

Samuel Flower, brother of the above, was born in 1711, 

and as before state<l, married Rebecca, daughter of ·William 

Branson. Their daughter l\fary married Dr. Gerardus 

Clarkson. 
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Samuel Flower <lied on December 14th, 17G9 and was 

buried in Christ Church gronll(ls. 

He was a man of wealth, an<l there are many curious 

and entertaining papers on file in the courts of that period, 

growing out of t.hc complications of a second marriage. 

Also an inventory of personal effects. 'l'he will with codicils 

was set aside by decree of court dated February 22d, 1770. 

'l'his decree is signed by 

BENJAMIN CHEW, 

Pres. Gen'l. 

Gcrnrdns Clarkson and Thomas Asheton, his sons-in-law, 

all(l Daniel \Villiarns, were nppointcJ administrators of the 

estate. His sou Samuel Flower, .Jr., inherited what is now 

one of the most valuable sections of the City or' Philadel

phia, to-wit:-" All that certain messuage, plantation and 

tract of land situate in Dlockley 'l'ownship, in the City of 

Philadelphia, comprising fifty-eight (58) acres, extending 

from the River Schuylkill to the great road leading from 

Philadelphia to Lancaster, with the ferry-house, ferry-wharf, 

landings and landing-places, to the aforesaid last described 

, messuage and tract of land, belonging as well on the west 

side of said Schuylkill river as on the other side thereof." 

Mrs. Clarkson and her sister Hannah, the wife of 'fhomas 

Asheton, inherited real estate from their father, situated in 

what was known at that time as "Society Hill." 

After diligent search I fail to find any of the name, 

who arc dcsccmlants of this family of Flower. 
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APPENDIX C. 

Tirn FAllfILY OF COOKK 

This work would be incomplete ns a record without men

tion of Rev. Samuel Cooke, whose strong character, loyalty 

to conscience, and devotion to his family under the most 

trying circumstances, is a precious heirloom handed down 

from the past to his descendants. 

Samuel Cooke was born iI_i London, in 1723, a graduate of 

Gonville and Caius College, Cambridge, he was ordained 

Deacon by the Bishop of Ely, in the Chapel belonging to 

Caius College, June 5th, 17'18. Ordained Priest by 'l'homas 

Haytee, Bishop of Norwich. His :first charge was at Deccles, 

in Suffolk County, England, where he remained for two 

years, and preached his farewell sermon there on l\fay Gtl1, 

1751. In the same year he was licensed by the J3ishop of 

London, (Dr. Sherlock,) to perform the ministerial office in 

Monmouth County, N. J., and was stationed at Shrewsbury, 

as a missionary of the society for the propagation of the 

Gospel in foreign parts, with churches at Middletown awl 

Freehold, and the region round about, over which 

he had jurisdiction. It has been well said, that 

"nothing but the love of souls, and a desire to estab

lish permanently on this continent the church they 

so strongly loved, could have induced the early missionaries 

of the mother church of England, to leave the comforts and 
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congenial associations of Lheir English l10mes, to spend a 

life of weariness and labour among rude ancl unaccustomed 

scenes." In 17GG, such hacl been the growth of this mission 

Lhnt it was <Iividcd, and Mr. Cooke confined his labors to 

l-,lirowslmry and Mi<lJlctown. Among tho earliest of the 

Colonial Churches, is that of Christ Church, Shrewsbury, 

N. J. From t.110 Lest information to be had, it is quite cer

tain that tho first church built in ShrewsLury, was between 

1703 an<l 1705. 'l'ho second 1748, and the present building 

17GD. On the corner-stone are Mr. Cooke's initials, S. C., 

with date 17G9. At a meeting of the vestry on July JOth, 

of that year, it appears that in placing the new structure 

there was a difference of opinion as to where the north-east 

corner should be fixed. It was finally voted to place it two 

feet south of the front of the old building. The timber was 

given by Captain Haggerty. All the materials are yet 

sound, awl, if well cared for will last another century. In 

its external form, the church to-day remains the same. It 

oneo lrn<l the high pulpit arnl sounding board, and high 

backed pews; tho reader will find an illustration of the 

building as it stam1s to-day, also a canopied pew. These 

illustrations reproduced by kind permission of the Century 

Company, are taken from an article on Christ Church, 

Slirewslmry, N. J., by Edward Eggleston in Century Maga

zine, May 1888. 

There arc two of these canopied pews; one used on the 

right, thou as now for the rcetor's family, the other is now 
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used as a Baptistery, in the olden time by the Governor and 

family. 

The large Bible, still used, and in perfect preservation, was 

presented during the Rectorship of ~fr. Cooke, in 1752, hy 

Robert Elliston, at the time General Controller of his 

Majesty's Customs in New York. 'l'lrn old Prayer Dook was 

presented in June 1752, by Hon. William Franklin, son of 

Benjamin Franklin, and the last Royal Governor of New 

Jersey, who held the office from l7G3 to 177G. In 1844, the 

recess chancel was adde<l. The present windows were placed 

in 18G7, the chancel wirnlow being presented in memory of 

the De Hart family, who wore long it1entifieJ with this 

church. The side windows were, in part, the gift of St. 

Thomas' Church, New York. On one occasion during the 

Revolutionary war, the church narrowly escaped destruction 

by fire. A company of sol<liors was oncampetl in an<l 

around it, and ontcrtni1101l no friontlly feeling in its favor, 

from the fact that tho royal crown of George III, which is 

still there, adorned the steeple. 'l'hey often fired their 

muskets at this emblem of British rule; hut as this dill not 

bring it down, they set it on fire. It was fortunately dis

covered and the building rescued from the flames. 

At the one hnll(1red and fiftieth anniversary of tho society 

for the propagation of tho Gospel in foreign parts, in 1851, 

the Rev. Harry Finch, for thirty-four years the devoted 

rector of Christ Church, delivered an acldress in which I find 

the following: "In W51, Mr. Thompson was succeeded Ly 
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Rev. Samuel Cooke, whoso faithfulness and devotion in this 

parish, securo<l the love aud esteem of his Parishioners. 

He remained here a much longer time, than any of his 

pro<lcccssors, and would no doubt have finished his days 

here, but for the troubles of the Revolutionary war. How

ever lie remained here until 1775, when his life was threat

@od 011 acco1111L of his loyalty to tlte government to which 

he had taken the oath of allegiance. Making his escape, he 

went from Long Branch on board a British man of war, and 

on his arrival in England, was appointed Chaplain in the 

army. 

"It was his misfortune to live in troublous times, and 

nothing but the most conscientious scruples could have iu

dnced him to leave a family of small children and mother

less, and flee to the arms of the mother country for 

protection." 

The church of England in the colonies and the mission

aries seut out by the venerable society for the propagation 

of the Gospel in foreign parts were associated largely with 

England, and came in for a share of the odium merited 

by lier rulers, and many of the missionaries, whose supporL 

was withdrawn, were compelled to abandon the country; of 

such was Rev. Samuel Cooke. So great was the depletion, 

that at the end of the war in 1784, but three clergymen 

remained in Pennsylvania. 

In tho first convention of the church, assembled at Phila

delphia, 1\pril 30th, 17GO, we find Rev. Mr. Cooke, and other 
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missionaries from New Jersey present, with Llie ki11<l inten

tion of giving advice and assistance.* 

On October 1st, 1766, an important convention was held 

in the old church at Shrewsbury, for the purpose of dis

cussing the necessity and importance of having an Ameri

can Episcopate. The name of Dr. Chandler appears as 

President, and Jarvis, Seabury, Inglis and Cooke as being 

present. 

In October 1767,at a meeting of the Clergy at Elizabethtown 

N. J., it was resolved to appoint a committee to frame some 

plan for the relief of the clergy and their families-and in 

pursuance of the appointment, the Rev. Dr. Aucl11nuty, 

Rector of Trinity Church, N. Y.; the Rev. Dr. l\fylcs 

Cooper, President of King's College; the Rev. Samuel Cooke, 

of Shrewsbury, N. J., and the Rev. Dr. \Villiam Smith, the 

well known Provost of the College mid Academy of I'hiln

delphia, drew up for tl1c approbation of their lmit!trcn a 

scheme for a company to be known as "the corporation for 

the relief of the widows and children of clergymen in the 

communion of the church of England in America." 

The Rev. Mr. Cooke, mnrric<l Graliam Kcamoy, daughlor 

of Michael Kearney and Sarah Morris, his wife, of Burling

ton, N. J. Among the loose fragments of the early records 

of Christ Church, Shrewsbury, N. J., is this entry: "Buried, 

September 25th, 1771, Mrs. Graham Cooke, wifo of Rev. 

• Life, Dr. William Smith, vol. I, page 263. 
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Samuel Cooke, place of interment, Shrewsbury, officiating 

clergyman, her husband;" also the interment of a sou 

Thomas, November 14th, 1763. Among the Baptisms, are 

those of their eight children. 

It is said that when Mr. Cooke bid farewell to his five 

motherless daughters and only son, it was in full confidence 

that the war would soon be over, and that very soon he 

woul<l return to his family, but alas, for his hopes ten long 

years of separation passed ere this devoted family became 

united once more. His children at this time were grown 

np, tho youngest Lydia, bei11g in her seventeenth year. 

Hore is a copy of :m ohl leLLor, uow yellow with age, its 

faded ink and formal patient writing seem to take one back 

to tho time when this fond parent was able definitely to 

announce his rotn rn. During his absence, his second 

daughter Sarah, had married Dr. Elisha Newell, of Allen

town, N. J. 

"London, No. 10, John Street. 

"·wednosday, June 1st, 1785. 
" My Dear Michael : 

"In my last letters to America, about three weeks ago, by 

Dr. Chandler, autl by whom I sent a few things for your 

sisters, and a box of medicines to Dr. Newell, I then in

formed you that I iutondod taking my passage in a ship 

calle,l tho Wanior, bnt as she was to stop at Cork, consider

ing tho loss of time, as sl10 may bo detained there longer 
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than I should have wished-for these reasons, I altere11 my 

mind and hn.ve engaged my passage on bonr1l the Brig 

Chester, Captain Bell, bound to Halifax and St. John's 

River. 

" I expect to embark some time next week, as the vessel is 

to fall down to Gravesend on Monday next. I am busy 

now in preparing my baggage, and shall put it on board to

morrow or next day, so that I am at present pretty much 

hurried, yet I thought it right to give yon this intclligmwc, 

acquainting you that I hope very soon to be every day 

drawing nearer to you all, and that we shall ere long have 

at last a happy meeting. 

"Major Frank Kearney, by whom, I mentioned in my last 

my intention of writing to you, has cleforred his voyage to 

America for the present. If you see Dr. Chandler, remem

ber me to him and tell him, that Dr. Cooper died at E(lin

bnrgh, the 10th of lust month. 

"My duty, love and respects, where Jue, and be assured 

that I am your most affectionate Father. 

"SAMUEL COOK}~." 

Besides this manuscript letter, there is in the possession of 

a member of the family a manuscript sermon, from the text, 

"Blessed are they that mourn," written in clear bold 

hand, with ink frosh looking and legible, which Mr. Cooke 

preached in Deceles, England, 1750; Shrewsbury, 17Gl ; 

and Freflericton, 1793. 
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'J'lie laler <'.al"<'.L'l" of ltev. l\l r. Cooke, is so tlcarlJ' slated 

by a citizen of ll1<: l'rnvi11<"n of New Brunswick, where he 

ended liis days, tl1at I avail mysdf of it lo quote at length.* 

'l'I I 11: 1rnv ,,:1u,;N J) SAJ\I UEL COOl(E, D.D. 

"Dr. Cooke, wl10 lia::; lit:rn1 _ju::;Lly slyle<l ''l'lie fatlier of the 

E11gli!oh Clturel1 ill New Brn11swick,' received his t:ducatio11 

aL Lite University of C:unLridge, E11gland, and after Lei11g 

admitted to Holy Onlcrs, was sellt out to New Jersey, U.S., 

liy lite S. P. <l., i11 or alio11t the year 17:il. Tn 177-!, lie went 

to l•:nglan<l and did not rdurn Lu ll1c United Stales. 1n 

17-'15, lie was appointed J\lissio11ary Lo i\cw Brn11swiek. On 

V:lLl1 August of that year lw landt:d aL Halifax, N. S., where 

lie reccivc<l a l1cart.y ll'clco111c from Go\·cnwr Parr. Liv in" ::::, 

in a ti1110 wlw11 tl1u·c \\'ere 110 rnilways and sLeamLoats, l\fr. 

Cook<: 11·:1s <J!>lig(•tl Lo c11111<: lo SI.. ./<Jl111, N. B., l>y a circuitous 

rot1L<•. To get there lie tr:1\Tlkd tll'o liu11drcd llliles in a 

fortnight, landing 011 '.2d Sq>lellllJer, 17SD. In a Idler to Llie 

S. l'. (L, Mr. Cooke sp<:aks of Llw kindness lie received from 

!tis eo11grcgation, 11'110 wern fol' the most part 'very indi

ge11L.' 1\Lout cigl1tet:11 111011Llts ])('fore 1\lr. Cooke's arrival, :t 

l10t1:,L:, thirty-six feut by twc11Ly-eigltt, !tacl Leen purchasrnl 

for a churc:lt; lnd, tJ\\'i11g (o ll1c wa11t of 111011ey a11<l other 

•A lli,;lorit':d sk"tcl, of 11,n 11,e lirst ldl.y years of the d111rd1 of E11;;la11d 1 

i11 tht, I'rovi11ce of N,:w J:n111~wick, l'jt{,I lo rn::::, by G. lfr, IH:rt Lee, ,\. :\L, 

h;Lnistcr at law, p1tblisl1t!tl at tlu~ r,'qtwst of'' The _N1!w Brunswick llit:!torieal 

So,•ic1,y," IHSII. 
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causes, it was in such an nufinis1tc<l st.ate as to he very in

convenient and uncomfortable for the performance of Di vino 

worship. Dr. Cooke at once set to work to rem(H1y the evil. 

A vestry was called and £90 raised from the principal in

habitants, with which they ceiled the house and erecte<l a 

gallery in the front and at each end. This building was 

used until the opening of' Old Trinity' in 1791. . In 

addition to his regular pastoral work at St. John, Mr. Cooke 

visited in November, 1785, Campobello, St. Andrews and 

Digdeguash. He speaks of St. Andrews as being situated on 

the Day of Passamac1uot1dy, about twenty leagues distant 

from St. John. The town was then well settle<1, and co11-

sisted of two hundred houses. Owing to tho want of a Mis

sionary to perform religious offices, there were no less than 

sixty children who had never been baptized, which gave 

their parents 'great uneasiness.' Infinenced hy the neces

sity of the case and desires of the p~ople, coupled with tho 

request of the Governor, who had just been there, "1fr. Cooke 

undertook a long and somewhat perilous voyage in order to 

carry his ministrations where they were indeed require<1. 

He set out for his destination in a brig on the <ith Novem

ber, 1785; hut, owing to the severe weather an<l a<lversc 

winds, <lid not roach Campobello until the 13th. On this 

Islarnl, distm1t five lcagnes from SL An<hows, he lan<1cd, 

read prayers and preaclied to the setllors. Uc baplizod a 

woman forty years of age arnl her child of two years old, 

besides five other children. On tho JGth of November, Mr. 
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Cooke reached St. A1Hlrcws, whore ho was kindly received 

and hospitably entertained by the people. During his visit 

he stnye<l at the house of Robert Pagan, Esquire. On the 

following SmHJay he read prayers and preached to a 'very 

decent and respectable congregation,' and performed fifty 

baptisms. Mr. Cooke then crossed the bay to Digtleguash, 

where lie baptized ten more. In this last named place he 

was detained three days in consequence of tho cold weather. 

Returning to St. Andrews, ho baptized twelve more children. 

More would have been baptize(l had not the extremely cold 

weather prevented those liviug in the country from bringing 

their children to the clergyman. Upon his return to St. 

John, Mr. Cooke found the work of the church quietly, but 

steadily progressing. The little Church, which had been 

temporarily erected harl been pewed and furnished with a 

rcndiug desk, a pulpit and stoves. In this work, l\Ir. Cooke 

says, that much credit is due Mr. Isaac Lawton. During the 

first four months of his stay in St. John, he baptized twenty

Kix white persons arnl 8ix blacks; marriccl ten persons 

ancl buried only four. Owing to the salubrity of the climate 

there were few deaths. On N cw Year's Day (1 iSG,) l\I r. Cooke 

lrnrl twenty-Jim Communicants at the administration of the 

Sacrament. Owing to tho extreme cold upon that occasion, 

few women attended service ; but the clergyman 'going 

warmly dothed stootl it tolernLly well.' On Easter Day 

(178G,) he had thirty-eight cornmnnicunts, and on ·Whitsun

day, forty-six .... 'l'hc Society allowed Dr. Cooke £GO stg. 
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per annum. Owing to the seat of Government being changed 

from St. John to li'rcdorido11, lHr. Cooke removed to the lat

ter place in ] 7S!l. To m;e l1is own words, he left' happy in 

the reflection tlrnt his nnrcmittc(l 0111leavors to estaLlish 

the Church at SL Jullll ha!l been so far effectual that he 

left his successor iu possession of a ,lceent, well-furnished 

Church, with a very respectable awl well-behaved congre

gation.' During his period of labor in St. John, St. A11-

drews and elsewhere, he l1aptized 01ie hundred and fifty

three persons, thirteen of whom were negroes. Mr. Cooke 

arrived at Fredericton in August, 178G, and preached the 

first Surnfoy after his arrival to sixty or seventy persons in 

the King's Provision Store, the only pln.ce in which a con

gregation coultl be accommodated; but being afterwards 

glazed and fitted up was thus rendered more commodious 

and comfortable. The congregation 

seldom exceeded one lnmdrotl persons. On Christmas 

Day, 178G, Mr. Cooke had only fourteen communicants. 

Before the conclusion of the year he had baptized twenty

three white, three black infants, and one atlnlt; married 

five couples, and hnricd 0110 person. In 1787, Llie lmporinl 

Parliament rnatle a grant of £~,000 for tlte purpose 

of building Churches in New Brnnswick, a share of which 

was allotted to Fredericton. Mr. Cooke accordingly set 

about the erection of a Church: £500 being given towards 

that object by Government, and over £150 by Governor 

Carleton. Little was contributed by the people as they were 
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'very indigent.' Owing to this and other causes the Church 

was not completed until 17!JO. In acklition to his money 

donatiou, Governor Carleton furnished the Church in a 

hmHfaome manner. Mr. Cooke, who resided near the Nash

wauk, opposite Fredericton, llescribes Fredericton as being 

in length upon the river about six miles, awl in breadth, 

back iuto tho woods, about tl1rco. Nmuber of inhabitants 

(1790) four lnmdrcd; one hundred of whom attended 

Church. This number did not include the officers and 

soldiers of the 54th Regt., who were most regular and con

stant in their attendance. In 17S8, l\Ir. Cooke baptized a 

fam.ily, a man aud his wifo and their two children; also 

another family of seven children; besides these, twenty

eight white children, two black adults and one black infant. 

He married nine couples all(l buried only one person, an 

Officer of the G01Lh Regt. During this year Mr. Cooke vis

ited St. John upon the death of Mr. Bissett, administered 

the Sacrament to about forty persons, and baptized nine 

children. In 178D, thirty-one white and two black children 

and one black adult were baptized; thirteen persons married 

and four buried. In the year 17!)0, Mr. Cooke was appointed 

Ecclesiastical Commissary to tho Bishop of Nova Scotia, und 

visited Nashwauk twice, where he performed several bap

tisms. In 1701, he institutecl l\Ir. Price of Newfoundland to 

the parish of St. l\fory's, Nashwauk, the largest in the 

County, extending twelve miles in front upon the river St. 

John and running baek: into the country upwards of twenty. 
33 
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It was divided into four districts-one on the river Nash

waak, another on tho Penneyock, a third on the river 

Nashwaaksis (Little Nashwauk), and the fourth on tho river 

Madamekeswick. In 1790, Mr. Cooke, acting on behalf of 

the Bishop of Nova Scotia, summoned the clergy of the 

Province to Fredericton, and received reports from tho var

ious missions. All attended except Dr. Byles, who was ill. 

The meeting was highly satisfactory, it being found that 

the clergy were diligent and the missions in a fiourishing 

state. In September, 1794, Dr. Cooke called them together 

for the second time, and reported to the S. P. G. 'the res

pectability and regularity of all their missionaries in the 

Province.' But the time was now approaching ,vhen this 

indefatigable and faithful missionary was to be remove<! 

from the scene of his labor. His death took place in the 

following manner. He hacl heon 111aki11g some parochial 

visits in Frellrieton, and was returning to his home 011 Llw 

opposite side of tho river with his son in a hark canoe. The 

night of Saturday, May 23d, 1795, was dark and windy; a. 

sudden squall upset the canoe a.n<l both father and son were 

drowned, in spite of tho manly efTorLs of the lnttcr lo sa\"c 

his aged parent. Bishop Inglis, iu writiting to the S. P. G., 

said:-' Never was n, minister of tlie Gospel more uelove<l 

and esteemed or more universally lamented in liis <loath. 

All the respectable people, not 011 ly of his parish hut of the 

neighboring country, went into deep mourning on this mel

oneholy occasion.'" 
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The following lines in memory of Mr. Cooke and his son 
may be seen in St. Ann's (Christ) Church, Fredericton, N. B: 

"Sacred 

to the memory of the 

111,;v. SA~IUEL Coo1m, D. D., 

the first Hector of this Church, 

and Jirst Ecclesiastical Commissary of the Province, 

who, in crossing the river St. John, 

to his own honw, 

from attending the duties of his ollicc at Freuericlon, 

was unfortunately <lrowned, 

on the 23rd day of May, l\IDCCXCV, in the 72n<l year of 

bis age. 

Ilis philanthropy and those virtues which had secured 

to him universal esteem, rf'spect and affection 

through life 

occasioned his lien.th to be as generally and sincerely 

lamented. 

Erecte,1 as an alfeetionata tribute of esteem 
by 

The vVardens all(] Vestry of this Church. 

A Tribute 

to the filial affoct.ion ancl 11i;Li11guishe1l fortitn<le of 

Mu. nfICIL\.lU, Coo1rn, 

son of the Ilev. Sarni. Cooke, D.D., Rector of this Church, 

who in his manly efforts aml persevering struggles 

to preserrn the life of his V enern.ble Parent 

in the moment of drowning 

added to the public calamit.y by the Joss of his own 

in the full vigor of health, 

and 31st year of his age. 

In him perished an example as worthy of 

imit.aLior1 in t.he various pnrsuit.s arnl conduct 

of his lifti, 

as in the virtuous sensibility an,1 heroic piety 

,vith which it, closed. 

:MDCCXCV (17!15.)" 
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l.MNGSTON, JANE MURRAY .. 206 
LOCKERMANS, ANNETJE ... 242 
LODWICK, ELIZABETH (MRS) •. , . , • 90 
LODWICK, WOLRAVE . , . . . . 11.90 
LUBBERTS. CORNELIA . , .. 241-243 
LUCKL YN, WILLIAM . . .. • . . . .. .. .. 18 
LUKENS, JOHN .. .. ..... 43 
WSH. __ (MR) .................... 81b 
LYNN.JOHN. . ..• , • 98 
MACAULEY. THOMAS ..... 211 
MACKINTOSH, HOLLAND . . 21 
MAOISON. __ (MR) ... 113,138,195 
MAGAW, __ (REVDR) ........ 186 
MAISOt-lVILLE, __ {MONS) .. 39 
MARCOU, JULES (MRS) . . • . . . . . . . 106 
MARTIN, __ (GOV). . .... 113,135.138. 

.. .. .. . . . . . . . . . ....... 139,154 
MARTIN, __ (MR) . . ... 44 
MARY (QUEEN) . . . 90 
MASON, __ (MR) . . 135,138.154 
MAUD, __ (MR) .... 86 
MAUD. FRANCES ..... 86 
MAYER. GEORGE LOUIS. . .. 221 
McCLEGGAN. __ (MR) .. .. ... 32.33 
McCOY. __ ILT)... .. . 32.35 
McCOY, __ (MR) .. .. ..... 37 
McCROSKEY. __ (BISHOP) .. .. ... 228 
MCINTOSH. __ . .. ... 32 
McKEAN, __ (MR) ..... 123 
McKEAN. THOMAS ... 59 
McLAGAN, __ (MRI ......... 37 
McLAREN, __ (BISHOP) .... 234.235 
McLEOD, JOHN NEIL . . . . . . .... 215 
McLEOD, MARGARET ANN .. 214 
McMAHON,__ ..... 31 
MeMASTER, __ IMR).. . . 27.28 
McNAMARA, __ (REV DR) 234 
MePHERSON. __ (MISS) ........... 225 
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McSWAJN, HUGH ......... 35 
MEAD. __ (MR) .... 89 
MEAD. C. W !MR) .... 234 
MEAD. MATTHEW. . . 11 
MEAN1YS. J. !SIR) 18 
MEARS, =IA 193 
!AERRIU., LEWIS . . . . . . . . . 1 g 
MIFFLIN, __ (GOV). . ........ 65,70 
MILLER. __ . . .. 30 
MINGO . . . 35 
MITCHELL.__ .. 34 
MITCHELL. S. WEIR . . . 159. 164 
MOORE, CHARLES ...... 168 
MOORE. GEORGE. . ............. 221 
MORGAN. JOHN (DR). .. .. .. • 97-99.115. 

................... 159,168,180b 
MORRIS. ANTHONY 
MORRIS, JOHN . 
MORRIS, LEWIS . 
MORRIS. LUKE . 
MORRIS. R. (ROBERT] 
MORRIS, SARAH 

............... 59 
............. 98.168,180b 

. .............. 19 
.. ..... 43 

116 
... 250 

MUHLENBERG. W A. (REV) 
MULLER, THEODORE DEHONE . 
MURDOCH. __ (DR) 
MURGATROYD. THOMAS 

... 219.224 
209 
32 

... 48 
32-35 

... 206 
MURRAY, __ (MAJ) 
MURRAY, ELLEN 
MURRAY.JOHN ... 
NEILSON. JOHN 
NEILSON, JOSEPHA MATILDA .. 
NEWEU., ELISHA ....... . 
NEWTON, __ 

NEWTON, CINCINNATUS W. 
NEWTON, COURTENAY N. 
NOTT, ELIPHALET 
OLNER. __ (REVDR) .. 
OLNER. GRACE A. 
OWEN. JOHN (DR) . 
PAGAN, ROBERT . 
PALMER. INNIS N .. 
PARKE. THOMAS 
PARR. __ (GOV) 
PASCHALL. EU2ABETH .. 
PASSMORE. JOHN 
PE.ABODY, __ (MR) 
PEALE. __ (MR) 
PEMBERTON, EBENEZER 
PENN. __ (MR) 
PENN. WIUJAM 
PENROSE, THOMAS 

.. 206 
206 

.. ...... 206 
.. .... 251 

14 
... 215 
... 215 
... 200 

. ..... 234 
. . 21 

....... 11,89 
... 255 
... 213 
.. 98,168.180b 

....... 253 
... 244 
... 219.220 
.. 21 
. . 77,118-123 

... 21 
.. 24 

. 165,244 
48 

PERIGORD (SEE DE TALLEYRAND) 
PHIWPSE. FREDERICK . 243 

.. • 68 
113 

........ 41 
..... 30 

PHYSICK, __ (DR) . 
PINCKNEY. __ (MR) 
PITMAN, __ (MR) 
POU.OCK. __ 
POTTS, __ (MR) 
POTTS. WILLIAMJ. 
PRICE, __ (MR) 
PRINCE, ISAAC 
PROCT.OR. WILLIAM 
PROUDFIT. ALEXANDER . 

Memoirs of Matthew Clarkson . .Index 

77 
. . 75 

... 257 
.. 20 
.. 32 
. . 81c 

PROUDFIT, ROBERT R. . ..........• 81c 
RALSTON, __ (MR) ............... 79 
RALSTON, __ (MRS) ............ 79 
RALSTON, GERARD or GERALD •.••.•• 21 
RALSTON. MATTHEW ....•••••.•• 21 
RALSTON.ROBERT. . .......... 20.21,106,187 
RAMSAY. __ (OR) ........... 202 
READE. JOSEPH .......... 242 
READE. SARAH .. . . . . .. . .. .. . .. .. 242 
REDMAN.JOHN ..................... 98,99,162,164. 

165.167.170, 
...... 176,180b 

REID, JOHN . . ••. 32 
REIGART.ADAM ........ 218 
REMSEN, PETER V. ............... 210 
RENWICK. WILLIAM RHINELANDER . . . . . 207 
RICHARD. LOUIS ................ 41 
RIDGELY. __ (MR)(DR) ............. 89.92 
RIGGS, ELISHA . . . .. . . . . ........... 218 
RITTENHOUSE. __ (MR) ............ 126,127 
RNES, W. C. . •.•. 195 
ROBERTS. HUGH . . . .•. 48 
ROBERTSON, __ (BISHOP). . ....• 234,235 
ROBESON. ANDREW . . . . .......... 45 
RODGERS. JOHN R. 8. . ......... 168 
ROGERS, __ (FATHER) ........... 127 
ROGERS, __ (REVDR) . .. ....... 59 
ROSS. ANDREW .. 98.168, 180b 
ROSS, GEORGE ................. 45,218 
RUSCHEN8ERGER. W. S. W ........... 159 
RUSH, BENJAMIN ...•.•.•. , .......... 67.98.99.110. 
......... ·• ......................... 117-119,147, 
. , .................................. 150,154,168, 

....................... 171-176,180b 
RUSH, CATHERINE MURRAY ....••.•.. 180c 
RUSH, MARY THERESA ............... 180c 
RUSSELL, JOSEPH .••. , 48 
RUTHERFURD. WALTER. . .... 49 
RUTLEDGE. __ (MR) ........... 138 
RUTLEDGE, JOHN . 113 
SAKESHINGA . . . 40 
SANDS. __ (LADY) ........... 92 
SANDS. WILLIAM .. 92 
SAY, BENJAMIN (DR) ................. 68.98,168, 

. .... 176,180b 

..... 192 SCHUREMAN. MATILDA WYCKOFF 
SCHUYLER. ANGELICA .....•.... 
SCHUYLER, JOHN 

... 207 
..... 207 
.... 210 

......... 217.250 
..... 43 

SCOVIL. HARRIS . 
SEABURY. __ (BISHOP) .. 
SELLERS. JOHN .. 
SHARP. ABRAHAM 
SHARP, EUZA8ETH .. 
SHARP, GRMMLLE 
SHARP.JOHN 
SHARP. THOMAS 
SHARPLESS, JAMES 
SHAW. __ (REV) ... 
SHAWANG JACK .. 
SHERLOCK. __ (DR) 
SHEWEU.. ELIZABETH 
SHIPPEN. __ (MR) . 
SHIPPEN. W1WAM (JR) 
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14 
.... 86 

........... 12,13 
... 13,86,87 

........... 13,86 
.......... 80 
......... 234 

....... 41 
.. 246 

..... 23 
. . . ... 162 

.....•.....••.. 98,99.168.180b 



SIMS, JOSEPH 48 
SITGREAVES, __ (MISS) .. 221 
SMITH. __ (CAPT) ..... 41 
SMITH, CHARLES ..... 218 
SMITH, JONATHAN B. . 59 
SMITH, ROBERT (REY) ... 201 
SMITH, WILLIAM . . . ... 247 
SMITH, WILLIAM (REV DR) . . . . . . 186 
SMITH, WILLJAMW .............. 98,168,180b 
SNOWDEN. __ (REY) . .. ... 219 
SNOWDEN, CORNELIA CLARKSON .... 193 
SNOWDEN. ISMC . 193 
SNOWDEN, ISAAC C. . ............. 193 
SNOWDEN, MARY . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 193 
SNOWDEN, REBECCA . . . . . . . . . . . . . 193 
SPAULDING, __ (BISHOP) ......... 234,235 
SPERRY. MARIA ELIZABETH ........... 210 
SPRAGUE, __ .................... 37 
SPROAT, __ (DR) . 127 
STAATS, __ (MR).. .. 81b 
STAPLER, JOHN . . .. 43 
STEELE. __ (MR) 30 
STEVENS. HENRY H .. 206 
STEVENS. THADDEUS 222 
STEVENSON, JANE ... 192 
STILL!:. ALFRED 160 
STONE, FREDERICK D.. . . 83 
STORM, ABRAHAM ...... 22 
STRONG, __ (MR). .. .. 113-
115,135,138, 

................. 157 
SWANWICK, JOHN . 
SYDENHAM. __ . 

................ 59,189 
170 

TALBOT, __ (BISHOP) 
TALLEYRNJD (SEE DE TALLEYRAND) 
TAWANAHAH 

. 228 
.. 68 

39-40 
.. 87 TAYLOR, __ (MISS) . 

TAYLOR, JOHN 
TEN EYCK. __ (MR) 
TENNENT, GILBERT (REV) 

...... 48 
81b 

17, 18,95, 128,243 
TENNENT, WILLIAM 96 
THOMPSON. __ (MRJ ...... 247 
TILLOTSON, JOHN (ARCH BISHOP) ..... 10,89,90 
TILTON, __ (MR) .. 176 
TREADWELL. __ (MR) 48 
TRISSLER, SUSAN . . . . 220 
TURNER. D K. (REV) . . . . 37 
VAIL. __ (BISHOP) . 221.234 
VAN BOSKERCK. HARRIET ANNA 212 
VAN BOSKERCK. JOHN . . . 212 
VAN CORTLAND 14 
VAN CORTLANDT, JACOBUS ...... 242 
VAN CORTLANDT. MARGARET . 242 
VAN CORTLANDT. OLOFF STEVENS . . 242 
VAN HORNE, GARRIT .... 47 
VAN RENSSELAER 14 
VANRENSSELAER. __ (MR) . . . Sib 
VANSCHAICK. CATHERINA 14,93.243 
VANSCHAICK. G. GERRITSE . 14.93 
VAN SCHOONHOVEN, ELIZABTH M . ..... 207 
VAN SCHOONHOVEN, JAMES . . .. 207 
VANDERBILT, JOHN . . 47 
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VARICK, RICHARD ...• 63 
VAUGHAN, __ (t.11SSES) ............ 128 
VAUGHAN, __ (MRJ ................ 138 
VAUGHAN. __ (MRS) ............... 128 
VAUGHAN, CHARLES ................. 128 
VAUGHAN.JOHN...... .. .......... 128,129 
VAUGHAN, SAMUEL . .. ......... 124,128 
VAUGHAN, SAMUEL (SR) . . ........... 146,147 
VERPLANCK . . . ............ 14 
WAKELY, E. (MR) .................... 234 
WALKER, __ (B!SHOP) ............. 234.235 
WARREN, __ (DRJ ................ 115,177 
WASHINGTON, __ ................. 77 
WATSON, __ (MR) ................ 77,78,95 
WENDELL, __ (MRJ ................ 81b 
WEST, BENJAMIN .................... 23-25 
WEST.JOSEPH ..................... 23 
WEST. RACHEL ..................... 23 
WHEELER. CATHARINE HOWELL ...... 192 
WHIPPLE, __ (BISHOP) . .. ........ 228 
WHITE. WILLIAM (BISHOP)(DR)(REV) ... 20.36.116,127 

......... 185-67.217.219 
WILBERFORCE. (WllLIAM) .. 49 
WILLIAM & MARY . . . . 14 
WILLIAM Ill . . . . 93 
WILLIAMS, DANIEL ........... 245 
\'I/ILUAMSON, __ (MR) .......... 138,154 
WILLIAMSON, HUGH .................. 113 
WILSON, __ (MISSJ ...... , ......... 87 
\'I/ILSDN, JAMES .................. 46 
WILSON, WllLIAM . .. .. .. .. . .. . .. . • . 87 
WISTAR, CASPAR (JR) .......•......• 168.176 
\'I/ISTER, MIFFLIN . . .. . .. .. . .. . .. .. .. . 180c 
WOOD, GEORGE ................... 31 
WOODHALL. !SABEL .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. 87 
WOOLWORTH. J. M. (MR) ............. 234 
WRIGHl"S FERRY . . .......... 30 
WfATT, BENJAMIN . . . ... 69 
WYNKOOP. BENJAMIN 185 
YEATES, JASPER 218 

UNKNAMED 

UNNAMED BLACK SERVANT AT THE 
INDIAN QUEEN TAVERN IN PHIL ..... I 12 

UNNAMED BOY AT MR PEALE'S ........ 118 
UNNAMED FAMILY OF PHILADELPHIA 

WHO All. DIED OF YELLOW FEVER . 64 ,65 
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