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INTRODUCTION.

What was the origin of the American Calvins? How
and when did this historic family name--made famous by
John Calvin, the great French religious reformer of the
16th Century--come to be introduced into the New World?
It seems strange that nothing should have found 1ts way
into print on the subject of this wildespread and fairly
numerous American famlly, particularly since there have
been Calvins in America since the early days of the
American colonles. It would appear that a family name
which has now been established on the American continent
for 290 years and which had so spread through the English
colonies before the outbreak of the American Revolution
that 58 members of the famlly took part in that coaflict
from nine of the origlnal thirteen colonies, would ere
this have found a historlan to recount 1ts deeds. Yet,
so far as can be learned, not a line has heretofore been
written for publication regarding the origin and history
of the Calvin neme in America. It is in an effort to
correct this omission that the following historical nar-
rative and partial genealogy is offered.

. The task has been made the more difficult by the
long time which has elapsed without any preliminary
"gspade work," and by the fact that the American Calvins
had their origin, on this side of the Atlantic, not in a
single early immigrant, but in at least three early
sources--one in Virginia, one in Massachusetts, and a
third source consisting of a group of three or four
~Calvin iImmigrants who settled 1n New Jersey and Pennsyl-
vania. Evidently the first of these early immigrants to
arrive was one Frank Calvin who located in Virginls 1in
1654. He was followed about 16 years later by a John
Calvin who came to Plymouth, Massachusetts, about 1670,
and some time after 1700 by a group which seems to have
comprised Luther, Stephen, and Philip Calvin, who set-
tled in New Jersey, and possibly also another John Calvin
(or Colvin) who established his home in Chester County,
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Pennsylvanla, (near Philadelphia), shortly before 1734,
Those comprising this group were probably more or less
closely related but what connection they had to the
other two early ilmmigrants can only be surmised. There
have also been later lmmigrants who bore the Calvin
name, but the above named early arrivals seém undoubted-
ly to have been the ancestors of the great majority of
the present-day Calvins in America.

As the descendants of these different early im-
migrants migrated westward, criss-crossing and inter-
mingling, 1t can be understocod how difficult 1t 1s, at
this late day, to unravel and identify the different
family lines., It has been frequently necessary to re-
sort to conjecture, although effort has been made in all
such cases to make 1t clear by the text that conclusions
reached were so based. Partly on account of such un-
avoidable uncertainties, the present compilation has
been divided into two parts, l.e.: Part I, a narrative
dealing with the origin, history and spread of the Cal-
vins 1in Amerlca; and Part II, comprisling & partial
genealogy of the family lines for which connected data
has been obtained.

No cleim 1s made that the story of the Calvins
as presented 1s .a complete one, nor in all cases brought
down to date. Those who bear the Calvin name have be-
come 80 scattered that to search them all out has not
yet been possible. It 1s hoped, however, that thls his-
torical review of the Calvins will serve to outline the
different Calvin family lines and that most Calvins of
mlddle age today who know the name and birthplace of
thelr grandfathers may be able to identify the ancestral
lines from which they descended.

Due to much early confusion in spelling the
Calvin name, particularly during the colonial period, 1t
was often wrltten as Colvin, with the result that in a
number of cases the name was changed to that form. In:
some 1lnstances this change was temporary, but in others
the form Colvin became flxed, so that many Colvins of to-
day are really of Calvin descent. For this reason it
maey be suggested that the history and genealogy of the
Calvins and Colvins should be comblned. Since, however,
the two names really represent two entirely distinct
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families, one of French and one of British origin, the
writer has thought it best to recognize that fact.
Furthermore, those of Calvlin ancestiry whose names by
long usage have become fixed as Colvin now generally seem
to conslder themselves as deflnitely forming a part of
the Colvin famlly, and to avoid confusion and controversy
they have not been followed nor included herein, even
though logically they belong to the Calvin genealogy.

As to the numerous and widespread Calvin fami-
lles who have adhered to the original spelling of the
name, it 1s hoped that the present compllatlion will re-
sult in the preservation of much data concerning them
which might otherwise bhecome lost, and that this infor-
mation may be helpful in the later preparation of a more
complete genealogy of the American Calvins.

C. W. C.

1549 Poppy Peak Drive,
Pasadena, California
1945
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PART I

Orligin and History of the Amerlcan Calvins.






THE AMERICAN CALVINS

1, Origin of the Calvin name.

Although the name Calvin exists today as a fami-
1y name principally 1in Engllish-speaking countries and
notably in the Unlted States, 1t appears to be well es-
tablished that the name did not have 1ts source in Eng-
land, and no authority on English surnames gives Calvin
as of English origin. Nor is there any claim or evidence
that the name originated in Scotland or Ireland, despite
the impression on the part of some members of the famlly
that they are of Scotch or 3cotch-Irish descent. On the
other hand, all authorities on surnames who have lnvesti-
gated the name agree that the family name Calvin was of
French origin, and Paul Chapuy, an authority on French
family names, 1n his Origine des Noms Patronomiques
Francals, classifies Calvin, with its principal alter-
nate forms of Cauvin and Chauvin, as French surnames of
Gallo-Roman origin, derived from the Roman cognomen
Calvinus, which latter word, it might be added, was also
used 1in medieval latin as an adjective meaning "bald."
Calvin was very probably, almost obviously, derived from
Calvinus, but 1t seems less certain that it was derived
from Calvinus as a Roman cognomen. It 1s true that
Calvinus was in fact a notable Roman cognomen, and to
cite only one example we find mention of Cnelus Domitius
Calvinus, a Roman Consul in 54 B.C. and a partizan of
Caesar, but it does not necessarily follow that this
cognomen was carried down through many centuries and was
the basis of the French famlly name Calvin. During the
dark ages following the fall of the Roman Empire, herddi-
tary surnames were practlcally unknown and it was not un-
- til about 1000 A.D. that the use of fixed or hereditary
surnames became the practice in France. 1It, therefore,
seems more plausible that the name was acquired as a
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result of personal characteristics and was derived, not
from Calvinus as a Roman cognomen, but from calvinus the
medieval latin adjective meaning "bald."

That this latin adjective was also the source of
Cauvin and Chauvin, however, would seem doubtful. It
appears likely that these forms more probably developed
independently from the French adjective chsuve, likewise
meaning "bald," and Chapuy intimates as much elsewhere
in his book. In fact, Chauvin was quite possibly the
oldest form, later modified into Cauvin, and still later,
in at least one notable instance, into Calvin, as we
shall see hereafter. In any event, it is clear thsat
Calvin, Cauvin and Chauvin are closely related French
surnames, and we have Chapuy as our authority for regard-
ing these different forms as divergent pronunciations or
spellings used by members of the same famlly group.

2, The French Chauvlns, Cauvins, and Calvins.

The names Chauvin and Cauvin are to be found at
a very early date in France, particularly in Normandy,
Picardy, Brittany, and the north. The Norman People and
Their Descendants, published at London in 1874, refers
to Herbert and Roger Calvin or Cauvin in Normandy in the
year 1180 with the remark that the name was frequently
written as Cauvin in Normandy 1n the 12th Century. As a
matter of fact 1t seems quite possible that the form
Calvin, 1n Normandy at least, was developed later and
that Cauvin was really the form there used at the time
indicated, probably as a modification of Chauvin as pre-
viously suggested.

The form Chauvin was also used in Normandy, as
i1t was with distinction in Brittany -and elsewhere, the
Chauvins of both Normandy and Brittany becoming people
of prominence and eventually entering the nobllity.
Thus, Jean Chauvin of Pont Hus achieved a position which
enabled him to marry one Francolse de la Musse, a lady
of the nobllity and heiress of the Seigneury of La Musse,
to which title Jean Chauvin succeeded on his wife's
death. Hls son, Bonaventure Chauvin, obtained authority
in 1572 to adopt the name Bonaventure Chauvin‘'de la Musse,
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and was the first of the family to become a Protestant,
.which was the faith of all of his descendants. He was
succeeded by his son David who, however, used the name
David de la Musse, Selgneur de Ponthus, and the name
Chsuvin disappeared in this line (about 1591). David's
grandson, Olivier de la Muce, achieved favor at the
French court and was made Marquis de la Muce, but later
in 1685 was imprisoned as a Huguenot and expelled from
France. He fled to England from where, with the approv-
al of the English King, he headed an expedition of Hugue-
not rerfugees to Virginia where in 1700 the colonists
founded Manakin Town on the James Rlver near the present
site of Richmond. He returned to England and died in
London in 1708. There 1s no evidence that any of the
Manakin Town colonists bore the names Chauvin, Cauvin or
Calvin.

In Normendy, Pierre Chauvin, Seigneur of Tontult,
Honfleur, and a Captain in the Royal Navy of France, was
commissioned by King Henry IV in the year 1599 to colo-
nize America. A devout Protestant, he sailed with a
force of about 500 men, including a number of Huguenot
ministers, reached the 3t. Lawrence River in Canada safe-
ly, and established a trading post at Tadoussac at the
mouth of the Saguenay. The colony falled, however, as
did a second attempt, and Captain Chauvin returned to
France where he died. Although unsuccessful, this was
one of the first efforts to colonize Canada and the New
World, antedating as 1t did the salling of the Mayflower
to Massachusetts by over twenty years.

There 1s evidence that the names Chauvin and
Cauvin also existed 1n other parts of France, particular-
1y in the extreme south and on the west coast. Mention
is found of Chauvin in the Poitou reglon east of la
Rochelle as early as 1363 and Jean Chauvin was Senechal
de Manleon in 1402. Another Chauvin worthy of mention
was Etienne Chauvin, a Protestant Minlster, author and
philosopher, born at Nimes in 1640, who fled from France
as a result of the Huguenot persecutions and died at
Berlin in 1725. Much later another bearer of the name,
Nicholas Chauvin of Rochefort, who was a veteran soldier
under Napoleon, showed such blind devotion to the latter
even after his fall that the name chauvinist came to be
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applied to anyone affected by exaggerated patriotism or
excessive military enthusliasm, and is st1ll so used.

Although there is no evidence that any direct
descendants of any of these Chauvins now bear the name
Calvin, there 1s some ground for believing that they may
be distantly linked collaterally as offshoots of the
same orlginal parent stock, and mention of them here
seenls appropriate, partictlarly in view of the connec-
tion of at least two of them with early efforts to colo-
nize America.

In contrast with the colorful distinction
achleved by the Chauvins of Normandy, Brlttany, and else-
where in France, we find in Picardy a much humbler, al-
though quite probably distantly related, family group,
pronouncing their name Cauvin, who desplte thelr modest
station produced a man destlned to attain a worldwlde
fame and influence far beyond that reached by his proba-
ble distant kinsmen. This family group, 1in the year
1480 and long before, had made their homes not far from
the city of Noyon in Picardy in the small village of
Pont 1'Eveque, where they had engaged in thelr ancestral
occupation of boatmen on the River Oise. One of their
number, whose Christian name seems to have been lost and
who 1s stated to have added the cooper's trade to that
of riverman, had two sons who were ambitlous for a larg-
er place in the world. One of them, Richard Cauvin, ac-
companied by his own son, Jacques, proceeded to Paris
where they engaged in the iron-workers trade, while s
second son, Geraud Cauvin, established himself sometime
before 1481 in nearby Noyon, where he acquired an educa-
tion, married Jeanne le Franc, daughter of a well-to-do
retired innkeeper and said to have been a woman of un-
usual beauty, and came to be regarded as a leader in the
community, eventually becoming Solicitor in the Ecclesie-
astical Court, Fiscal Agent of the County, and Secretary
of the Catholic Bishopric.

Geraud Cauvin had five sons, three of whom,
Charles, Jean, and Antoine Cauvin grew to maturity. ' The
eldest, Charles, died excommunicate for heresy at Noyon
in 1537 and nothing 1s known of his descendants if any.
The second son, Jean, who was born at Noyon July 10,
1509, was an alert and precocious youngster who gave
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early evidence of an unusual intelligence. His father
decided to have him educated for the Catholic priesthood,
in which studies young Jean showed himself an apt and
industrious student and became a brilliant latin scholar.
However, the elder Cauvin later declded that the legal
profession would offer greater advantages to the young-
8ter, and he was embarked upon a course of law studies
which he finished in due time with equal success, but on
the death of his father in 1531 Jean returned to the
study of religious subjects and philosophy to which he
was more lnclined. In 1532 at the age of 23 he became
Interested in the subject of religious reform and by the
following year had become a firm adherent of the Re-
formed or Protestant faith. His actlvitles in this con-
nection, however, caused him to fear persecution, and in
1535 he fled to Basle, Switzerland, where the succeeding
year at the age of only 27 he wrote and published his
Institutes of the Christian Religion, a work which "was
to determine the course of history and chenge the face
of Burope."

Desiring that his book should have attentlon in
other countries, Cauvin wrote it in latin, then still
the international language of culture and learning, and
i1n this connection he translated his name, Jean Cauvin,
into latin as Joannes Calvinus, thus spparently recogniz-
ing that the name Cauvin was derived from Chauvin and
chauve, meaning "bald," and that the latin adjective
having this same meaning was the proper translation of
the name. The book at once created a sensation through-
out Europe and in Great Britain where the author's name
wvas Anglicized as John Calvin, and as John Calvin he be-
came famed in other lands to such an extent that in later
writings in French he himself adopted the form Calvin to
avold confuslon and mmke sure of his identity in the pub-
lic mind as the author of the Institutes. Numerous of
his letters have also been preserved in which he signed
his name as Jean Calvin. Shortly after publishing his
Institutes, Calvin (for we shall now so call him) estab-
lished himself at Geneva, Switzerland, where with some
interruption for nearly thirty years he was a recognized
and most influential leader of the Reformation whose de-
clsion on disputed questions was accepted in all lands as
.final. He dled in 1564 after having been made a citizen
of Geneva by the Council of that city.
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Although some bilographers of Calvin as well as
some gauthorities on surnames seem to regard Calvin and
Cauvin as alternate forms of his famlly name, no evlidence
is presented by them that the form Calvin was ever used
by him or by hls famlly prior to the publication of the
Institutes of the Christian Religion, and there would
seem to be ample foundation for the view that the sur-
name Calvin, at least so far as his famlly group is con-
cerned, had 1ts origin in the latin signature of Jean
Cauvin in the year 1536.

"Jean Calvin himself had no surviving descendants.
He was married in 1537 to Idelette de Stordeur, nee Bure,
a widow, and by her had one child, a son named Jacques
who dled 1n Iinfancy. However, Calvin's younger and
favorite brother, Antolne, and the latter's famlly, re-
sided with him at Geneva, and doubtless also adopted the
name Calvin. It would seem rather absurd to suppose
that Antoine and family, living in the same household,
should have continued to use the name Cauvin when his
famous brother had adopted and was using the name of
Calvin. There 1s in fact indication that Antolne and
his family did adopt the Calvin name, as evidenced by
the fact that one of hls sons, Jean, who became a print-
er at Geneva, used the name in business transactions in
that city of which a record remains.

Antoine Calvin (Cauvin) was twice married, his
first wife having been Anne de Fer, daughter.of a refu-
gee from Arras in Flanders, by whom he had two sons,
Samuel and David Calvin, and two daughters, Anne, who
married Fermin Bachilier, a hatter, and Suzanne, who
died of the plague in- 1571. Antoine's second wife was
Antoinette Commelin, widow of the Minister Jean de Saint-
Andre, and only daughter of Toulssant Commelin of Douai
in Flanders. By her he had one son, Jean, who as al-
ready noted became a printer in Geneva and dled without
descendants in 1601, and three daughters, Dorothee,
Judith, and Marle, all of whom dled of the plague in
1571, while sti1ll young. What became of Samuel and
David Calvin, Antoine's sons by his first wife, 1s not
known. They were prohably still in Geneva in 1564 when
their uncle Jean Calvin died, as the latter in his will
bequeathed 40 ecus to his nephews Samuel and Jean,
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leaving only 25 ecus to hls other nephew David as a pun-
ishment for his being light-headed and flighty. There
appears to be no further record of Samuel and David at
Geneva. They must have survived the plague of 1571 as
record 1s found of others of the family who died at that
time. Whether they emigrated, possibly to England or
Scotland, whither many other rellglous refugees were go-
ing at the time, and were thus among the first to intro-
duce the Calvin name into the English-speaking world, we
can only conjecture. )

With Antoine and hils sons thus shown to have
probably adopted the Calvin name, what about the country
relatives back 1n Picardy? Did they continue to use the
name Cauvin? What would have been more natural than
that they, proud of the fame achieved by thelr distin-
guished and learned relative, should have followed his
example 1n changing the form of thelr name from Cauvin
to Calvin? As we shall see later tradition indicates
that such a similar change was probably made 1n some
cases, with the result that we have another source of the
Calvin name. A simllar alteration may have been made by
some of the Cauvins in Normandy and elsewhere, although
as to this we can only surmlse, and any such change if
made at all was by no means unliversal or even extensive,
as Cauvin exists as & not uncommon family name 1in vari-
ous parts of France today.

But the designation of Calvin as & French name
by no means depends entirely upon the changing of Cauvin
to Calvin. On the contrary, we have evidence of an ap-
parently rather extensive family group in the south of
France already bearing the Calvin name when Jean Calvin
was leading the Protestant movement at Geneva. An
elaborate Protestant blographical dictlonary in several
volumes was published at Paris in 1846 by the Haag Freres,
under the title lLa France Protestante, contalning as
stated by the authors "The lives of French Protestants
who have made & name in history." This publication,
among & great many other notable Protestant names, con-
tains the followlng:

Calvin, Jean. From the place of "Mesel” in
Provence, was admitted as a resident of Geneva, April 8,
1555. (This was of course & different Jean Calvin from
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the Reformist Leader who came to Geneva from Noyon 1n
1536, nineteen years earlier.)

Calvin, Plerre, Hoslerymaker; native of the
town of Anduse, admlitted as a resident of Geneva, June

1556. :

Calvin, Auldebert. From Languedoc; admitted as
a resident of Geneva, April, 1558.

Calvin, Jeanne. Burned alive in "Brignolles,"
Provence, in the year 1562 (Crespin). :

Calvin, Audlbert. Recelved 50 livres in the
year 1574 from the "Council of the Diocese" of Nimes,
for having abandoned his status as a Cathollc monk at
Sauve and having adopted "that of a true Christian in
the pure and sainted religion and considering also his
poverty and old age." (Pradel.)

Calvin, Audibert. 8ileur (Lord) de Valonas, Mem-
ber of the Assembly of Lunel, in the year 1613.

Calvin . Veteran Secretary of the
Church of Saint Jean de Gardonenque, in 1669.

Presumably the three Calvins admitted to Geneva
in 1555, 1556, and 1558 were religlous refugees, fleeing
from the fate that befell Jeanne Calvin 1n Brignoles a
little later. All of the above listed bearers of the
Calvin name were located in the extreme south of France.
"Mesel" in Provence cannot be identified with certainty,
but was probably in the region immediately northeast of
Marseilles, while Brignoles 1s a town about 35 miles east
of that city. Nimes 1s a cilty of some importance in old
Languedoc west of the Rlver Rhone and &bout 60 miles
northwest of Marsellles. BSauve, where the reformed monk
was located, 1s about 20 miles west of Nimes, while 10
miles north of Sauve we find Anduze, the former home of
Pierre Calvin, with St. Jean du Gard, the presumed home
of the Veteran Church Secretary, only 5 miles to the
west. Lunel, where Sleur Audlbert Calvin was a member
of the Assembly, 1s located 10 miles southwest of Nimes.

So that 1n this smiling region of southern Franc@
on both sides of the River Rhone and only a few miles
from the Mediterranean, there were obviously various
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branches- of the Calvin family, in different walks of
1life from hoslerymaker and monk to Lord of Valonas. Al-
though none of the definlte dates we have for these
‘names 1s prior to the time when Jean Cauvin adopted the
name Calvin, the circumstances make it unlikely that
there was here any mere copylng of the great Reformer's
name, but:that on the contrary the name Calvin had been
long established 1n this reglon, and that here we may
well have the true source of the Calvin name. What was
the origin of the name here? Was 1t separately evolved
from Chauvin or Cauvin in a way similar to that which
resulted in the change in the Reformer's name, or was 1t
indeed derived from the Roman cognomen Csalvinus, here 1n
the far south where removed from the repeated invasions
of the Germanic tribes and so much closer to the source
of the Roman influence, the passing down of hereditary
names, as Chapuy intimates, may not have ever been en-
tirely abandoned during the dark ages? Such a deriva-
tion would truly make the name of ancient orligin, dating
back to the days of the Roman Empire nearly two thousand
years ago. This may not be impossible but proof 1s of
course lacking and however plausible from some aspects a
claim of such descent would 1n the end have to be based
on mere conjecture. It 1s, however, established beyond
question that Calvin was an early French family name, in
use over & consliderable area in the south of France at a
time preceding any record of the name in Great Britain
and long before the first English settlement was made 1n
Americs.

Further confirmation of the early existence of
Calvin as a French name 1s to be found in Poitou, in
west central France. An Historical and Genealogical Dic-
tionary of the leading families in the Poltou region,
compiled by Beauchet-Filleau (Poitou, 1897) shows that
Calvin was the name of & prominent family of the lesser
nobllity residing near Chattellerault in the 17th Cen-
tury. Mention 1s made of Guilldume Calvin who in 1585
became Seigneur de Londiers et Charzay. His son Gaspard
Calvin was Seigneur de Charzay et de Chastres, and an-
other son Plerre Calvin, was Advocate of the King in
Chattellerault. A third son, Ayme, Seigneur de Maille-
tiere et de Chastres, occupled lands of the Abbey of St.
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Croix 1n 1630, and of his several children one, a
daughter Jeanne Calvin, married Louls Baudouin of the
prominent La Rochelle family of that name. It was
Plerre Baudouln of thils Huguenot family who later fled
to America, locating at Boston where his son James be-
came Governor of Messachusetts and founder of Bowdoin
College.

What became of the male descendants of this
prominent Poitou family of Calvins 1s unknown. They may
have perished in the rellgious wars, but numerous Hugue-
not families in that reglon escaped to England and they
mey have included some of these Calvins. At any rate
the name seems to have disappeared from the Poitou re-
glon.

It should also be noted that the safe arrival of
Jean, Plerre, and Auldebert Calvin 1n Geneva from the
south of France in 1555, 1556, and 1558 provided another
source for the early transfer of the Calvin name abroad,
and a8 we find no further mention of these three or of
their descendants at Géneva, it msay be reasonably sur-
mised that they also left that city and emigrated to
other lands. In fact, as willl be related later herein,
there 1s indication that at least one of them, Jean
Calvin, went to England and settled at Canterbury.

It may be here remarked that although Gerieva
thus furnished at least temporary sanctuary for various
refugees bearing the Calvin name, the name no longer
exists 1n Geneva today. The writer while on a visit to
Geneva in 1930 made inquiry on this point, and despite
the assistance of a member of the Clty Counclil of Geneva
and a search of all directories, no person bearing the
name Calvin could be found, and the investigation ended
with the laughing comment of the Geneva officlal that
apparently the only Calvin left in Geneva, aside from my-
self the visitor, was the one down in the park there,
this belng a reference to the lmpressive statuary group
in a Geneva park of the great triumvirate of the Reforma-
tion, 1.e., John Calvin, Martin Luther and John Knox.
Unless, therefore, we assume that there 1s not a single
living descendant of any of these early Calvin refugees,
it 1s clear that they emigrated elsewhere.
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Before concluding consideratlon of the French
Calving there remains only the question of whether the
name has been also entirely eliminated from France as a
result of the religious wars of the 16th and 17th cen-
turies or through emigration and early flight of Hugue-
nots bearing the name, or whether on the contrary the
name still exists today in France as a family name.

Investigation discloses the fact that the name
does still survive today as a French surname or at least
was to be found before the outbreak of the war now in
progress (1944). A 1939 edition of the Paris telephone
difectory showed one resident of the French capltal bear-
ing the name, in the person of M. Paul Calvin, of #5 Rue
Cilement-Marot, and a 1938 business directory of Brignoles,
the town 1n the south near Marseilles where Jeanne Calvin
wes burned alive in 1562, 1lists two Calvins as then en-
gaged 1in business at that place, one of them the proprie-
tor of a cutlery establishment, and the other an armorer
or gunsmith., Mr. Samuel Calvin of Hollldaysburg, Penn-
sylvanla, reports that while he was 1in France with the
American military forces in 1917-18, he was detailed, by
reagon of his knowledge of the French language, as an
interpreter at one of the American army headquarters for
service at conferences held with the French army com-
manders. While walting for a conference to begin one
day he chatted with one of the French attaches and was
surprilsed to learn that the Frenchman's name was also
Calvin--Matieu Calvin. The American Calvin expressed
hils astonishment at meeting a Frenchman bearing the name,
remarking that he thought all the French Calvins had
elther been killed or had fled the country two or three
centuries before. Matleu Calvin replied that they all
had except one who was a follower of a Catholic noble in-
fluentigl at the French court for whom he was armor maker
and who convinced his chief that he was loyal both to him
personally and to the Catholic Church, with the result
that he survived those terrible times. "I," continued
the Frenchman, "am the descendant of that Calvin." This
Matieu Calvin sald he came from the south of France, and
his home very likely was in the same region near Marsell-
les where other members of the family have been shown to
.be stlll residing. 1In fact the armorer or gunsmith of
Brignoles in 1938, previously mentioned, may very well
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have been a descendant of the armormsker Calvin of 30d
years earlier, whose professlion had thus been continued
in the family for three centurles. Although the name
Calvin has therefore survived 1n France as a famlily
name, 1t is probably considerably less common there to-
day than before the religious wars and may or may not
survlve the present catastrophe.

With the Calvin famlly name thus shown to be of
French and not of British origin, we must now consider
how the name came to be 1ntroduced into Great Briltailn,
Ireland and America. Thils brings us to a brief review
of the religilous wars of France in the 16th and 17th
centuries and the result of the long contlnued persecu-
tions of the French Protestants.

3. The French Huguenots, Their Persecution and Flight.

The Reformation initlated 1n Germany by Martin
Luther 1in 1516, had already spread to France when John
Calvin's wrltings, commencing in 1536, gave the movement
added lmpetus. BSevere repressive measures had early
been taken by church and state, and it was to avoid
punishment as we have seen that Calvin fled to Geneva.
But desplte excommunication, torture, burning alive, and
other cruel persecutions, the adherents of the new failth,
known in France as Huguenots, continued to increase in
number. For nearly two hundred years France was des-
tined to be the scene of religious strife and turmoil,
accompanied, with some interruptions, by persecution of
followers of the new church which at times became so
violent that large numbers of the Huguenots fled the
country. We have seen how refugees bearing the Calvin
name escaped to Geneva as early as 1555, in additlon to
John Calvin himself and his brother Antoine and family
who reached there nearly twenty years earller. These
early oppressions culminated in the St. Bartholemew Day
Massacre of 1572 when thousands of Huguenots were mur-
dered 1n their homes and in the streets of Paris and
other cities. A great many more who escaped left the
country at this time.
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Temporary rellef was afforded by the accesslon
in 1589 of a Protestant King, Henry IV, who in 1598 is-
sued the famous Edict of Nantes granting freedom of wor-
ship to the Huguenots. Within a few years, howéver,
King Henry became lukewarm In his faith and the persecu-
tions were renewed with a violence which soon led to
open clvil warfare--the Huguenot Wars of 1621-1628--and
many more of the Huguenots, fleeing for their lives,
escaped the country. Peace of a sort was finally re-
stored, followed by & period of some toleration, but op-
pression was later renewed with gradually increasing
severity, desplite the fact that the Edict of Nantes vas
8t1l1l nominally in force, until King Louis XIV finally
put an end to the tragic farce in 1685 by formelly re-
voking the Edict of Nantes and prohibiting the Reformed
religion.

The number of Huguenots fleelng the country,
which had been steadily increasing, now.became a flood,
desplte efforts of the French government to prevent the
loss of so many of 1ts citlzens. To Swltzerland, Ger-
many, Holland, England, Scotland and Ireland they went
in .such numbers as to present a serious problem to those
countries, many having escaped only with thelr lives.
The total number of the refugees has been estimated at
all the way from 300,000 to one million. Few of the

‘refugees remained permenently in Switzerland, and many
of those who went to the German states and Holland later
passed on to England or Scotland, while a number found
thelr way from Holland to America, notably to New Amster-
dam, the settlement established by the Dutch in the New
World some years before. Let us now consider thils ques-
tion of Huguenot emlgration to America, elther directly
or after only temporary stay elsewhere.

The first attempt at American colonization direct
from France was made as early as 1556 in Brazil, but re-
"sulted in fallure and abandonment. Another attempt in
Florida 1n 1564 met a like fate after difficulty with the
Spanish. A couple of early attempts in Canada by Cap-
tain Plerre Chauvin likewlse failed as we have seen, but
one begun partly under Huguenot auspices in 1604 in what
'ls now Nova Scotla, was more successful, although the
colony soon fell under control of the Jesuits in 1633,
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and thereafter all settlements in Canada were closed to
the Huguenots as colonists. Colonizing efforts by the
French government therefore resulted in practically no
settlement of Huguenots anywhere 1n the New World.
Canada thus falled to recelve any of the flood of refu-
gees incident to the Revocation in 1685, and since all
of the French Calvins seem to have adopted the Protestant
faith except the ancestor of Matieu Calvin, there are no
Calvins to be found today among the French-Canadlans.
0ddly enough, we do fiund the name, French in its orlgin,
among the English-speaking residents of British descent
in Toronto and Montreal. 1In the face of such inconsils-
tency, 1s 1t small wonder that some confusion may have
exlsted as to the origin of the Calvin name?

The results of efforts by the Brltlish Government,
however, were quite different. The settlement of Hugue-
not refugees 1n the American colonles was consistently
encouraged. French Huguenot immigration into Virginila
via England began as early as 1629 and continued in in-
creasing scale during the balance of the 17th century.
Other refugees comlng singly or in isolated groups or
famllies located not only in Virginia but also in others
of the colonles, particularly Massachusetts, New York,
New Jersey, Pennsylvanis, and South Carolina. A party of
them went to South Carolina from Plymouth, England, in
1664, with the assistance of the British Government, and
in 1679 King Charles II sent at his own expense to the
same polint two vessels containling French refugees who
had fled to England. In the decade from 1690 to 1700 at
least a thousand French Huguenots came to America from
England as a result of aid from the Relief Commlittee
which had been organized 1n London. Some of these set-
tled in Florlda and South Carolina but a much larger num-
ber in Virginia. 1In 1700 four expeditions salled from
England for Virginia bringing all told over 700 of the
French refugees, headed by the Marquis de la Muce. These
were the settlers who formed the colony on the James
River known as Manakintown, to which reference has been
made heretofore. What purports to be complete lists of
the passengers on three of the vessels bringing the
Manakintown settlers has been found, but an examination
of the lists discloses no one bearing the names Calvin,
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Cauvin, or Chauvin, and a census taken of Manakintown in
1714 before the inhabitants were moved elsewhere and the
" settlement abandoned on account of 1its unhealthful loca-
tion likewlse shows none of these three names, the near-
est in spelling having been Jean Calver, shown in the
census with his wife and five children.

This fallure to find any Calvins among the
"French settlers in Virginia 1s not exceptional, and we
now come to what would at first seem to be a rather ex-
traordinary and somewhat disconcerting circumstance. In
. none of the disclosed records of the leading Huguenot
settlements in any of the American colonles can be found
mention of any person bearing the name Calvin. The rec-
ords are of course far from complete and in places only
fragmentary, but Lucian J. Fosdick, in his French Blood
in America, makes Iindustrious effort to unearth the
names of all possible Huguenot settlers in the American
colonies, and his book contains no mention of a Huguenot
immigrant at any place bearlng the names Cslvin or
Cauvin. What 1s the explanation of thls seeming mystery?
Surely the presence of a member of the Calvin family
" would not have gone unnoted. These refugees were com-
pelled to flee from thelr native land on account of
their adherence to the teachings of John Calvin, and it
1s almost inconcelvable that any member of such a party,
bearing what to them must have been a revered name,
should have gone completely unnoticed and unrecorded.

The answer would seem to be obvlous; there were
apparently no Calvins among the French refugees who fled
thelr country and came to America after the Revocatlon
of the Edlct of Nantes in 1685 to form these principal
Huguenot settlements, for the simple reason that nearly
all of the surviving French Calvins, bearing a name
highly respected by the Huguenots but violently detested
by the Catholics of France, had undoubtedly fled the
country for thelr lives long before the great exodus
around the year 1685, which was the basils of most of the
principal Huguenot settlements in America, Thus when the
great exodus occurred there were probably almost no
Protestant Calvins. left 1n France who could have formed
a8 part of 1t. There was abparently one exception which

we shall consider in detall later, but in general this
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would seem to be the logical explanation of fallure to
find the Calvin surname among the leadling Huguenot set-
tlements in the American colonies.

When then did the Calvins escaping from France
leave that country and where did they go? In consider-
ing this question, it will be recalled that Jean, Plerre,
and Auldebert Calvin arrived in Geneva from the south of
France in 1555, 1556, and 1558; that Samuel and David
Calvin, rons of Antolne Calvlin, the Reformer's brother,
were 1n that clty presumably until 1564, and that all of
these apparently later left Geneva. The most feasible
route from that city without reentering France was north-
ward down the Rhine Valley through the German states and
to Holland. Many refugees are known to have followed
that course, and 1t 1s difficult in fact to see what
other safe route the refugee Calvins could have- taken on
leaving Geneva. There is indicatlon that one or more of
these fleeing Calvins, or possibly others bearing the
name of whom we have no record, located 1n German terri-
tory in the region around Hamburg, where thelr descend-
ants, spelling their name Kalben, achieved some distinc-
tion and acquired a coat of arms. The surname Calven,
Kalben, or Von Kalbeh 1s still to be found in Germany,
but any posslble collateral connection with the Calvlns
of America 1s of course so remote as to be negligible.

4. French Calvins to the Brltish Isles.

It seems certaln that some of the Calvins leaving
Geneva went on to England and Scotland. Thelr attention
might have directed for s speclal reason to Scotland,
that reason belng that John Knox, the Scotch religious
reformer and Calvinist, visited Geneva several times be-
tween 1554 and 1558 to confer with Jean Calvin, and in
fact for over a year was pastor of the English Church
which had been organlzed there. Antolne Calvin and his
family (residing with Jean Calvin), as well as other
refugees in Geneva at the time who bore the Calvin name,
almost certalnly came to know him in a small place like
Genevea, and when Knox returned to Scotland 1n 1559, what
would have been more natural than for him to have invited
some of his Geneva refugee frlends to join him there, an
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invitation which would have had increased attraction for
them the following year when word came from Scotland that
the Protestants under Knox were then 1n entire control
of the country to such an extent that the holding of the
Cathollic mass was made illegal by law. Here indeed was
a sanctuary for the harried French Protestants. We have
varlous indications that this French name Calvin was in-
troduced into Scotland at an early date, and these 16th
century refugees from France via Geneva who bore the
Calvin name may well have been the flrst source.

It must be confessed, however, that 1f this sur-
mise be correct, the number who then went to Scotland
was too small to have attracted the attention of the
historians, and so, however plausible it may be, the es-
tablishment of the Geneva Calvins in Scotland can be re-
garded only as a reasonable conjecture.. However, we do
find a record later of a party of refugees from Flanders
settling in Edinburgh 1n 1609, where they were joined
long after in 1681 by weavers from Picardy who began the
manufacture of linen there, with others reported as
settling in Glasgow. We have little or no information
as to the names of these later refugees, but it is very
probable that some of them bore the Calvin name as there
is a family tradition set forth later herein, of the re-
moval of a group of French refugee Calvins to Scotland
from Germany sometime around 1690, and we find clear evi-
dence of the early establishment of the Calvin name in
the Glasgow region. Thus, although definite names and
dates of arrival cannot be given, we do know that Calvin
was a French and not & Scotch name, and all circumstanc-
es polnt clearly to the introduction of the name there
at an early date by some of these French Huguenot refu-
gees. And it was from Scotland, as we shall see here-
after, that the Calvin name 1n numerous instances was-
‘brought to America.

By far the largest number of the French Huguenots
fled to nearby England. In the first place, the English
government had long been encouraging the immigration of
French weavers and skilled artizans. Early Britaln was
an agricultural and pastoral country, knowing little of
manufacturing, but which exported raw materlials to the
continent for manufacture and return. Thls condition the
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English government had. sought to end, and since the Hug-
uenot refugees included a substantial proportion of the
skillled craftsmen of France, they were accordingly wel-
come for reasons qulte lndependent of the sympathy felt
for them. Their immigration dld much to start the con-
version of England into a great manufacturing country.
Thus encouraged the Huguenots began arriving in England
"as early as 1550, and the number of arrivals greatly in-
creased around 1561 during Queen Elizabeth's reign.

Many arrived in 1562 and again in 1568 and 1572.

Perhaps most of the refugees from Normandy,
Brittany and the French west coast, crossed the English
channel direct to the South of England. Here they were
joined by many others who had flrst escaped to Holland
and the German states. Some of the Genevs Calvins may,
of course, have been included among these latter. In-
deed there 1s g definite indication that this was quite
possibly the case. Thls is found, oddly enough, 1n the
New York Genealogical and Blographical Record, Volume 61,
in connection with a blographical sketch of Jean Lampo,
the first Treasurer and Attorney General of the Dutch
Colony of New Netherlands (1626-1632). Lampo, although
of Netherland Walloon descent, was born in Canterbury,
England, where hls father Plerre Lampo was a master weav-
er, and incidental mention 1s made of the latter serving
as witness to the marrilage on June 15, 1594, of one of
his employees, Jacques Martin, to Pierrone Calvin, de-
scribed as "daughter of the-late Jean Calvin, possibly a
relative of the great Reformer of that name." This Jean
Calvin may very well have been the refugee of the same
name who arrived in Geneva from the south of France in
1555 and who on leaving Geneva had removed with other
refugees to the south of England where he had died prior
to-his dsughter's marrisge in 1594. If the same man, he
was, of course, not a relative of the Reformer as suggest-
ed but would represent the settlement in England of one
of the Calvins from southern France, as distingulshed
from the Cauvin-Calvins of Picardy. This is an 1llustra-
tion of the added light which may be thrown on the intro-
.duction of the French Calvin name 1nto Great Britaln by a
careful examination of old English records, but unfortun-
ately the war in progress as this 1s written (194%4) makes
such archlves lnaccessible at this time.
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The early Huguenot immigrants into England were
absorbed without much difficulty into English 1ife, but
later the refugees became 80 numerous as to present a
serious problem. They were distributed throughout the
country as rapldly as possible; a conslderable number
were assisted to the American colonles as we have seen;
and under Charles II many werée sent by the British gov-
ernment into Ireland, where they were located at several
points but found special sanctuary in the Protestant
northern counties of Down and Antrim in Ulster, the town
of Lisburn near Belfast having been one of their favor-
jte settlements. Here they established the manufacture
of linen in Ireland where 1t continues today to be an
important industry.

According to Samuel Smiles, 1n his Huguenot
Jettlements and Churches in England and ITreland, the
records have been preserved of the names and callings of
many of these lmmigrants, but apparently these records
have not been published and here again examinstion of
them is not feasible at thls time. There 1s ample reason
to belleve that an examination of them would disclose
other members of the Calvin famlly among the 1mmigrants.
Before looking further, however, into the Calvins of
England, Scotland, and Ireland, we must flrst consider
another complication.

5. The Name Colvin, and Its Confusion
wilth Calvin,

. The name Colvin 1s declared by several authori-
ties to be of ancient British origin, although with some
conflict of opinion as to the exact source of the name.
Weekley in his Surnames gives Colvin as derived from the
Anglo-Saxon Ceolwine, meaning "frilend of Ceol," and this
is suypported by Bowman in his Story of Surnames, while
Barber in his British Family Names lists the names of
all persons holding lands in England in 1066 just prior
to the Norman Conquest, as the same were recorded in the
Domesday Book, and in this volume the name Colvin ap-
pears as a tenant-in-chief of lands, with the 1list of
undertenants also including Colvin and Coluln. As the
use of hereditary surnames is not supposed to have begun
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in England untll about thls time, the name Colvin is
thus carried back in England about as far as 1t well
could be. It i1s true that one writer gives Colvin and
Colven as famlly names derived from Colvend, a town in
Scotland, but he glves no authoerity for the statement
and may merely have been led astray by the similarity in
spelling. MacKenzie, in his recent work on Scottish
Place Names (London 1931), makes no mention of Colven or
Colvin, nor does any other authority on surnames give
these names as of Scottish origin. However, both in
England and Scotland and later in North Ireland, the
name Colvin was linked with those of Colvlille and Col-
vill. Colville 1tself was a distlnguished Norman name,
dating back to Gllbert de Colville, who was a Commander
in the army of William the Conqueror (1066), and both
the Lords Colville of Scotland and the English Barons
Colville descended from the same famlly. Although there
were several varlations in the spelling of the name,
such as Colvile, Colvyle, and Colvill, 1t is not clear
why the name should have been converted into Colvin, but
it is nevertheless well substantlated that such a change
was made in some cases, apparently in the 17th Century.
Part of this 0ld Norman French line thus adopced the
Anglo-Saxon name Colvin and became an addition to the
Colvin family.

Besides thils addition of Colvilles, the arrival
in Britain of French Huguenot refugees bearing the name
Calvin resulted 1n the further enlarging of the Colvin
family. An Englishman will invariably pronounce the
name Calvin with the broad sound of "a" as though the
name were spelled Colvin, and this pronunclation soon re-
sulted in many cases in the French Calvin becoming con-
verted into the English Colvin. This is not mere sur-
mise, as there are varlous members of the Colvin family
today in Britaln and North Ireland who state that thelr
ancestors were refugees from France.

The name Colvin, therefore, although of ancient
British origin, has been extended to cover persons of
Norman descent who once bore the name Colville, and
others of French Huguenot descent who were formerly Cal-
vins., Furthermore, after emigration of both Colvins and
Calvins to America, in the early days of the American
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colonies when educational facllities were limited and
11literacy not at. all uncommon, further confusion oc-
curred between the two names. The name of the same in-
dividual was sometimes recorded as Calvin and on other
occasions as Colvin. A consplcuous example is the Col-
vins of Vermont, ten of whom served in the Revolutionary
War as Colvins but a number of whom were later listed in
the 1790 Census under the name Calvin. Many other cases
of simllar confusion willl be noted later hereln. When
the spelling of the names eventually became settled or
fixed it was probably somewhat of a gamble in some cases
as to which form was finally adopted. Some of those 1n
America today who bear the Colvin name are therefore
very likely Calvins 1n reglity. To cite one 1instance, a
Californisa member of the Colvin family, a native of New
York state, reports that his family name was formerly
Calvin, but that the name of his grandfather in some way
got changed to Colvin, and it has so remained in his
family., In general there seems to have been a greater
tendency to convert Calvin into Colvin that Colvin into
Calvin. This was doubtless due to the matter of pronun-
clation already referred to, Calvin having been often
pronounced as Colvin by the use of the broad "a," while
there was much less likelihood of Colvin being pro-
nounced Calvin., As a general rule the Colvins remained
Colvins, but the Calvins have not always retained the
name Calvin.

Before further consideration is glven, however,
to the Calvins and Colvins in America, it seems desir-
able that we return to a study of those bearing these
famlly names 1n the British Isles who furnished the
source of the emigration to America.

6. Calvins in Great Britain and Ireland.

In vlew of the previously noted tendency of Eng-
lish pronunclation to cause the converslon of Calvin in-
to Colvin, 1t 1s not strange that the French form Calvin
falled to galn a permanent foothold in England proper.
That the name was introduced into England by French Hu-
guenots there can be no doubt whatever. More than one
branch of the Calvin family in America 1s definitely
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establlshed as having come from England, and one large
Calvin famlly group, &8 we shall see later, has a dis-
tinct tradition, after flight from France, of a temporary
stay in England before movling across.the Atlantic. But
in the case of those bearing the Calvin name who remained
in England, the conversion of the name into Colvin seems
to have been almost, if not entirely, complete, as is
evidenced by the fact that recently, after a conslder-
able search, no persons bearing the Calvin name could be
found in England. An examination or the latest avallable
directories of London, Liverpool, and other leadlng
clties 1n every part of England, fails to disclose a
slngle person bearing the name Calvin, although Colvins
are in evidence in various parts of the country. So far
as Englénd proper 1s concerned, the Calvins appear

elther to have become Colvins or to have emigrated.

When we come to Scotland, however, a somewhat
different picture 1s presented. It 1s true that here
also Calvin was converted into Colvin in some known
cases, such for example, as that of Peter F., N. Colvin
of Aberdeen, Scotland, who states that his grandfather
Willlam was a native of France and came to Scotland as a
boy of 15 during the French Revolutlion. As the English
name Colvin was unknown 1n France his family were clear-
1y Calvins. Nevertheless, with others who settled in
Scotland, the spelling Calvin was retalned, and 1t 1is
these latter we must now consider. A number of circum-
stances indicate that the Calvins who went to Scotland
and retained the name located in the Glasgow region. In
fact there 1s direct evidence to that effect. At least
two families of American Calvins are definitely known to
have emigrated from Glasgow or vicinity, and theré are
Calvins now 1llving in North Ireland who have a tradition
that thelr ancestors came there from Scotland, obviously
crossing the Irish Channel from Glasgow which 1is direct-
ly opposite North Ireland. There is also a tradition in
the writer's own family that John Calvin, the first Cal-
vin immigrant into New England who settled at Dartmouth,
Massachusetts, about 1670, came originally from Glasgow,
Scotland. Whether these Scotch Calvins had thelr origin,
as has been heretofore suggested, in early Calvin refu-
gees from Geneva, Switzerland, who included Samuel and
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David Calvin, nephews of John Calvin, the Reformer, him-
self, and who it 1s belleved may have removed to Scot-
land before the year 1600, or whether they descended
from & later group of Calvin refugees who are sald to
have gone there from the. Plcardy reglon of France via
Germany about 1690, cannot now be known, but if John
Calvin of Dartmouth really came from Glasgow before 1670
which was prlor to the arrival there of the later group
from Picardy, he must have descended from an earlier im-
migrant, quite possibly the Samuel or David Calvin above
mentioned.

That there were Calving in the Glasgow reglon,
however, 1s certaln. The late Professor Samuel Calvin,
of Towa State University and a noted geologlst, came
from Wigtonshire, Scotland, (near Glasgow) with his
parents as & child in 1851, and Professor Calvin's daugh-
ter Alice (Mrs. Alice (Calvin) Lomas), in a letter writ-
ten about 1925, stated that her ancestors came to the
Glasgow reglon of Scotland from France, and having lo-
cated on the coast became a seafaring people. Some of
them fought with Nelson at the great naval battle of
Trafalgar in 1805, and one of the famlly owned merchant
ships plying between Scotland and the East Indies. The
latter was himself a master mariner and on one voyage on
his own ship 1s sald to have been wrecked off the coast
of Africa, losing both ship and cargo.

It 1s somewhat sad to relate that these Scotch
Calvins dare no more. As a result of death and emigra-
tion to America the name 1s apparently no longer to be
found in Scetland. The writer on two different visits
there (in 1923 and 1930) was unable to find a single
Calvin in Glasgow, Edinburgh, Aberdeen, Dundee, or else-
where in the country. Probably the last Calvin to leave
Scotland was a brother of the Professor Samuel Calvin
above mentioned, named John Calvin, who came to the
United States about 1854 as will be related hereinafter,
end who later stated that to the best of his knowledge
at the time he left Glasgow he was the last Calvin in
Scotland.

At least one of the Calvins who had left Scotland
did not go to America or North Ireland. One William Cal-
vin, "of Scotch descent," located at a date not now known
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i1n Manchester, England, where he had a large merchant
talloring establishment at 399 City Road. He diled at
Manchester in 1884 at an advanced age. However, his son,
Thomas Calvin, born in Manchester, emigrated to Chicago,
Illinois, as hereafter related, and so far as known the
Calvin name no longer exists 1n Manchester. The name
Calvin has thus dlsappeared, so far as can be learned,
in both England and Scotland.

In North Ireland, where Calvins from Scotland
had settled, there was also considerable conversion of
Calvin into Colvin, as had occurred in Scotland and Eng-
land, and several familles of Colvins in North Ireland
state that their ancestors originally emigrated from
France and were Huguenots, They were obviously Calvins,
the name Colvin belng unknown in France. Daniel Colvin
of Lisnagault, Cloyfin, Coleralne, North Ireland, re-
ports "we are always known by the name Colvin, although
my children from school days have adhered to the name as
Calvin." One may surmise that the children had learned
Calvin to be the correct name.

Despite these conversions, however, the name
Calvin 1n other families has been preserved in North Ire-
land and continues to be found there today (1944). There
seem to be three separate famlly groups of Calvins in
that region, whose ancestry goes back so far they have
lost knowledge of the relationship between them. Mem-
bers of two of these groups state that thelr people came
to North Ireland from Scotland, and the ancestors of the
third group probably came from the same source. As be-
fits descendants of Huguenot ancestors, they are all
saild to be confirmed Protestants. These different Cal-
vin families all reside in Belfast and vicinity. For ex-
ample, at a recent data John Calvin and Co. were dealers
in hardware, china, etc., in Belfast; Rev. W. J. Calvin
was a minister in that city; and John Calvin, Ltd., were
millers at Portadown.

The Calvins of North Ireland have furnished a
number of Immigrants to the United 3States and Canads,
but since so far as can be ascertalned they all seem to
have come to America since the American Revolution, they
will be considered later herein.
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7. Early Calvin Immigrants to America.

It 1s probable that a large majority of the Cal-
vins 1n the United States today are descended from two
early Calvin immigrants and a third source consisting of
a8 group of several Calvin families, All of these came
from England to the American colonles comparatively soon
after their founding. They were:

1. Frank Calvin, who came to Virginia in the
year 1654, and is belleved to have been the an-
cestor of the Virglnla Calvins. Although shown
in the Virginis records as "Frank" Calvin, he
was probably himself a Huguenot refugee and
M"Frank" may have been a translatlon of "Fran-
cols." There 1s reference in Virginia records
a few years later to a Peter Calvin in the same
section, possibly the same man, and the immi-
grant's name may have been really Francois
Pierre or Plerre Francols Calvin,

2. John Calvin, afterwards called Colvin, who
settled at Dartmouth, Massachusetts, about 1670.
Convincing evidence has been found that hls name
wvas really Calvin.

3. A group of French Huguenot refugees who
seem to have settled on the banks of the Dela-
ware River in New Jersey and Pennsylvanla some
“time after 1700. This group is belleved to
have included Luther, Stephen and Philip Calvin,
who located in Hunterdon County, New Jersey,
and possibly John Calvin (also called Colvin),
who settled in nearby Chester County, Pennsyl-
vania.

There may have been another early Calvin immi-
grant into North or South Carolina, as evidenced by Cal-
vins 1n that sectlion before the American Revolution, but
no record can be found of any early arrival of a Calvin
in that region from across the Atlantic, and the first
settlers there may more likely have been descendants of
the Frank Calvin who came to Virginila.
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All of these first Calvin immigrants into the
New World were almost certalnly of French Huguenot de-
scent, but what relatlionship existed between them may
never be known. The Calvin families who came to the
Delaware River Valley are believed to have been descend-
ants of the same family group in the Picardy region of
France which produced John Calvin, the great leader of
the Reformation, and the John Calvin who settled at Dart-
mouth may possibly have been a descendant elther of
Antoine Calvin, younger brother of the Reformer himself
or of that other Jean Calvin who was a refugee in Geneva
from Southern France and who seems to have later probably
gone to England. The Frank Calvin who came to Virginia
may also have been a descendant of the Calvins of south-
ern France and of the same Jean just mentloned, but
these suggestions can be based on nothing more than con-
jecture.

We shall now conslider these early Calvin immi-
grants in greater detall, taking up first the John Cal-
vin of Dartmouth, who headed what might be termed the
New England branch of the family, following with the
Calvins of the Delaware River Valley, and concluding
wlth Frank Calvin, belleved to have been the ancestor of
the Virginla branch of the ' Calvin family.

8. John Calvin of Dartmouth and the New
England Calvins and Colvins.

The date on vhich this first Calvin to reach New
England arrived from across the Atlantic is not defi-
nitely known, nor 1s the name of the ship on which he
came. None of the compiled lists of early immigrants to
New England contains his name. Explanation for thils 1s
found in the family tradition that this first ancestor
of the family in New England ran away while a boy 1n his
teens and stowed away on s ship at Bristol, England,
which was about to sall for the Plymouth Bay Colony in
America. It is related that, having been left an orphan
at an early age, he had been placed by a guardian in an
apprenticeship where he was badly treated, and that this
was his reason for leaving. On belng discovered a couple
of days after the vessel had set sail, he was put to
vork as a cabin boy and thus arrived 1n due course at
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Plymouth. Cilrcumstances indicate that the year of his
arrival was about 1670 or shortly thereafter. Possibly
because the vessel on which he came salled from Bristol,
that clty has been sometimes glven as his birthplace,
but this 1s evidently conjecture for which there 1s no
other foundatlon, and according to one version of the
tradition he was really a native of Glasgow, Scotland,
and had made his way from that city to Bristol in order
to get to the new world settlements of which he had un-
doubtedly heard, Bristol having been the port from which
all sallings for the American colonies were then made.

Nothing 1is known of our John's parents, but as
according to the tradition a guardian had been appointed
for him they may have been people of some consequence,
and as heretofore polnted out if he did in fact come
from Glasgow, he may have been a descendant of one of
the early Calvin refugees at Geneva, some of whom 1t 1s
believed may have gone to Scotland prior to 1600. As
these Geneva Calvins included S8amuel and David Calvin,
nephews of John Calvin, the Reformer, our Plymouth bound
cabln boy may have been a descendant of one of these
sons of Antolne Calvin, younger brother of the great Re-
former himself, However, as previously suggested, the
Massachusetts arrival may have been a descendant of the
Huguenot refugee, Jean Calvin, who arrived in Geneva
from Provence 1in the south of France in 1565 and 1s be-
lieved to have later removed to Canterbury, England,
where his daughter Plerrone was married in 1594%. In ad-
dition to this daughter there may also have been one or
- more sons from whom our Bristol emigrant could have been
descended. This, of course, 1s conjecture but if true
1t would make our young John a descendant of the real
Calvins of southern France. Examination of early Eng-
lish records when they agaln become accesslible may throw
some added light on the subject.

The young lmmigrant probably stayed for a time
at Plymouth, but later went to Dartmouth, one of the
Plymouth Bay settlements, where he may have located about
1675. He was doubtless living at Dartmouth when he mar-
ried Dorothy Allen, daughter of Mathew Allen of Dart-
mouth, but the earliest definite record of him 1s the
registration in the Dartmouth vital records of the births
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of his children, the first of whom was born March 26,
1679.

Although the father'!s name was shown in these
early Dartmouth records as John Colvin, convincing evi-
dence has been found to indicate that the name was
really Calvin. In the first place, 1n recording the
births of his children, in two 1instances their names
were spelled Calvin, while 1n two others the spelling
Calven was used, and a daughter of his oldest son, John,
Jr., was also later entered 1n the blrth register wlth
the spelling Celvin. This continued. use of the spelling
Calvin for the chlldren, when the father's name had been
entered as Colvin, rather tends to lndicate that the er-
ror occurred in spelling the father's name. In any
event the vital records are clearly contradictory and
show carelessness in spelling which make them unrellable
as authority on this point. But we have other and more
valuable evidence as to the proper spelllng. For exam-
ple, more importance must be given to a deed dated
February 15, 1683, by which Mathew Allen conveyed in
part as follows:

"In consideration of love and affectlon and
for divers other good causes and consideration,
I hereby convey to Dorothy Calvin and John
Calvin, her husband, 25 acres of bottom land,
upon which the said John now lives, also 5
acres of meadow or salt msrsh."

And in another deed of record, dated December 26, 1691,
John Calvin and wife, Dorothy, conveyed land in Dart-
mouth to Stephen Easton, whille in a third deed, dated
May 3, 1697, Jos. Ripley acquilred lands described partly
a8 nearby to the land of John Calvin. All of these
deeds are of record 1n Bristol County, Massachusetts,
and the Reglstrar of Deeds for that county, by letter of
July 3, 1941, confirms that the name was spelled Calvin
in all of them. In view of the greater care usually
taken in the spelling of names when conveying or accept-
ing conveyance of tltle to real estate, as compared with
the notorious carelessness in spelling employed in the
early vital records, the use of thes form Calvin in these
deeds must be regarded as evidence of the correct name
which 1s not to be ignored.
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That the spelling 1n these deeds was in fact
correct 1is admitted by a number of the present-day de-
scendants of John Calvin in New England, who, although
they have now long used the spelling Colvin, have a tra-
dition that the name was origlnally Calvin. In a state-
ment regarding his ancestry, Joslah N. Colvin of the 6th
generation, refers to hls first ancestor in America as
"John Calvin (afterwards called Colvin)," and Charles T.
Colvin, of the long-established Colvin Foundry Co., of
Providence, R.I., informed the present writer that he
had always understood the family was of Scotch or Scotch-
Irish descent and that the name was originally Calvin.
The name of the immigrant was thus almost beyond doubt
Calvin, and he must therefore have been of French Hugue-
not descent as heretofore set forth, It must be admit-
ted, however, that-the spelling of the name eventually
became fixed as Colvin, and that thils form has since
been adhered to with two notable exceptions for over 200
years by many of his descendants in New England and else-
where. This, as we have seen, is nothing unusual; 1t 1s
merely a repetition of what had repeatedly occurred in
England, Scotland, and North Ireland, namely, the con-
version of the French Calvin in an English-speaking
country into the English name Colvin.

John Calvin had nine children, five sons, John,
Jr., Stephen, Samuel, James, and Josiah, and four daugh-
ters, Anna, Abigaill, Amey, and Deborah, all born in Dart-
mouth between 1679 and 1700. In 1705, the head of the
family, by thils time clearly a substantial cltizen,
bought 300 acres of land in the Providence Plantations
{(Rhode Island) and later made other land purchases there.
Followlng the initial purchase he moved to Rhode Island
with his famlly, as did his oldest son, John, Jr., who
in the meantime had married at Dartmouth, and Rhode
Island became the home of all the family so far as known,
wlth the exception of the oldest daughter Anna and the
second son Stephen, who are belleved to have moved to
New Jersey. John Celvin, Sr., died in Rhode Island in
the year 1729.

The Calvins are saild to have first located in
Rhode Island at a place called Mashantatuck, afterwards
included in the town of Cranston, now a part of the City
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of Providence. From this point members of the family,
by then often known as Colvins, moved to Scltuate, War-
wick, Coventry, and other points in the colony. BEarly
Rhode Island records contain frequent mention of members
of the family, sometimes with the name spelled Calvin
but later more often as Colvin until the latter form
finally became the fixed name of the family. Austin's
Genealogical Dictlonary of Rhode Island (1885) gives the
first three generations of the family, with the name
spelled Colvin, which form at the time the dictionary
was compiled had of course then been long established.
John Calvin or Colvin, Jr., and Samuel and James Calvin
or Colvin, all had large families, and thelr descendants,
bearing the name Colvin, have for over 200 years taken
an actlve part in the 1ife of Rhode Island. From here
they have taken the Colvin name to other sections of the
country, until today there are Colvins throughout the
United States who are descended from John Calvin of
Dartmouth.

One of the first sections to attract the atten-
tion of the early Rhode Island Colvins as they increased
in number and looked for more land was Vermont, then
largely unsettled territory claimed by both New York and
NWew Hampshire. Luther Colvin, a grandson of John of
Dartmouth, moved there from Rhode Island in the year
1765, locating at Danby where he was the fourth settler
in the town. He was followed shortly after by other
Colvins from Rhode Island who established their homes at
Danby, Manchester, Bennington, Clarendon, and elsewhere
in the present Green Mountaln State. Here the Colvins
prospéred and multiplled. During the American Revolu-
tion ten of them rendered patriotic military service with
the Vermont troops, 1lncluding Ensigns Levi and Isaac
Colvin, Sergeant Luther Colvin,the early Danby settler,
and Corporals Richard Colvin of Manchester and Reuben
Colvin of Bennington.

After the Revolution many of the Vermont Colvins
are shown by numerous county histories to have moved in-
to New York State and Pennsylvania and on into the middle
west, thus further contributing to the spread of the Col-
vin name through the country. However, slnce thelr name
has now by long usage become flxed as Colvin, they will
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be regarded as additlons to that family who would prob-
ably prefer to be included in the genealogy of the Col-
vins rather than that of the Calvin famlly. It 1s there-
fore. unnecessary to follow further these Colvin descend-
ants of John Calvin of Dartmouth.

We now come to the reason for having followed
them thus far. Shortly after the Revolution at least !
two of the Vermont Colvins returned to what was apparent-
1y the original spelling of the name as Calvin, and as
thelr descendants have continued the use of the restored
name, they become and are properly a part of the present-
day Calvin family. There 1s obviously no reason for
considering as Colvins these descendants of John Calvin,
the Dartmouth immigrant, merely because some of their
intervening ancestors adopted a different spelling for:
the name, which has been now restored to the original
form 1n the two famlly lines mentioned.

The two Vermont Colvins who thus returned to the
spelling of the famlly name as Calvin were Sanford Jenks
Calvin (born 1770), son of Levi Colvin of Clarendon, the
Ensign of Revolutionary days, and Peleg Calvin (born
1778), son of Corporal Richard Colvin of Manchester, an-
other Revolutionary soldler. The genealogy of both of
these restorers of the Calvin name and of thelr descend-
ants is set forth so far as known 1n Part II hereof but
an outllne and summary here to illustrate the course of
the development of the family and their emigration west-
ward from Vermont wlll be of interest.

Sanford Jenks Calvin, born in Rhode Island 1n
.1770, was & son of Levi and Lydia (Jencks) Calvin, and
great great grandson of the immigrant John Calvin of
Dartmouth, (Sanford 5, Levi ¥, Jeremiah 3, John, Jr. 2,
John 1). His mother Lydia was the grand-daughter of a
Colonial Governor of Rhode Island. Sanford removed wlth
his parents as a chlld to Clarendon, Vermoht, where his
father was a leading citizen and an officer in the Ver-
mont militia during the Revolution. BSanford 1is said to
have studied law and to have been admitted to the bar in
1790, practicing his profession at Rutland until 1804
wvhen he removed to Smithfleld, Madison Co., New York,
where he resided the rest of hls 1ife. He 1s sald to
have insisted on writing hls name as it sounded to him
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and always spelled it Calvin. However, as he was an edu-
cated man, one may suspect that the change was based on
the conviction after investigation that the name was
originally Calvin and should be so spelled. The form
Calvin was continued by his children and has always

since been used by hils descendants who are thus properly
to be considered as of the Calvin family to which the
Immigrant John of Dartmouth 1s believed to have belonged.

Sanford J. Calvin was twlce married and had
eleven children. His first wife was Abigail Chipman, of
a8 distinguished Vermont famlily, by whom he had two sons
and three daughters, the sons having been Alpheus Reed
Calvin (1793-1839) and Dileno Dexter Calvin (1798-1884).
The former of these, Alpheus, removed to Jefferson Co.,
New York,and had a son, Delano Chipman Calvin (b. 18214),
who was a prominent lawyer and in 1875 became Surrogate
of New York City.

Sanford's second son, Dileno Dexter Calvin, grew
up in Vermont but moved as a young man, probably about
1830, to Jefferson County, New York, on the east bank of
the St. Lawrence River, near the Thousand Islands. His
brother, Alpheus Reed Calvin, had moved to this section
from Vermont with his family some years earlier. Here
in the vicinity of the town of Clayton, Dileno cleared
some heavily timbered land to make himself a farm, but
he sold the timber to such good advantage that hils at-
tention was called to the possibllities in that direc-
tion. Abandonlng the ldea of farming, he engaged 1in
timbering with notable success, rafting logs down the
St. Lawrence River to the Montreal and Quebec markets
and gradually acquiring a fortune. In 1836 he moved to
the Canadian side of the river where he bought a small
elghty-acre island in the St. Lawrence near Kingston,
Ontario, known as Garden Island which still belongs to
the famlly. Here he made his home for the rest of his
life, and here he established a large timber forwarding
and wooden shipbullding business which was successfully
continued until his death in 1884, and by two of his
sons thereafter. In this business he was first associ-
ated with others but the concern ultimately became a
Calvin famlly enterprise. The operations of the firm
expanded until its logging and rafting business extended
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to all of the flve great lakes and timber shipments were
brought to Garden Island by water from as far away as
Lake Superior. Rafts of logs were then floated on down
the 8t. Lawrence to Quebec for export to Great Britain.
A flourishing community grew up on Garden Island, the
population 1n its- busilest period numbering about 800.
Possibly one of the hlghlights of the business was the
construction at Garden Island 1n 1877 of an ocean-going
wooden salling ship of about 1150 tons capacity, which
was duly christened "Garden Island" and after belng
towed to Quebec, made several successful ocean voyages,
one extendlng as far as Colombo, Ceylon, and Rangoon,
Burma, before the vessel was sold 1n 1884 to WNorweglan
buyers. An interesting account of the romantic hilstory
of the Calvin enterprilises on Garden Island will be found
in "A Corner of Empilre" (Cambridge University Press,
london, 1937) by T. R. Glover and D. D. Calvin, the lat-
ter belng a grandson of the Dileno Dexter Calvin who
founded the business and headed the Ontario Calvin clan.

Having established his home and business in
Canada in 1836, Dileno Dexter Calvin became a Canadian
citizen and his abllity and sterling character soon made
him a leading citizen 1n his section. He was four times
Warden of Frontenac County, Ontario, and in 1868 was
elected to represent Frontenac County in the Ontario
Parliament. After belng reelected by acclamation he re-
tired at the end of his second term, but 1in 1877 was
again reelected and continued to serve until hils death
in 188%. He always retaimed his native New England ways
of speech and thought, and Charles Clarke in hls book of
reminiscences, "Sixty Years in Upper Canada" refers to
Dileno Dexter Calvin as one of the filgures of the Ontario
Parliament's early days who preserved many of the ldeas
of his native New England. Clarke remarked of him that:

"#* * * yhen he rose to address the house he
did not speak to empty benches. He had the old
English pronuncilation still preserved in his
native state and the manner in which he snapped
his fingers at the nearest page and said to him
in suthoritative tones, "Boy! Bring me some wab-
ter"” invariably insured a round of restrailned ap-
plause. He was a confirmed "abstainer" and in
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thls respect possessed a sphere of 1nfluence,
the settlers in the immediate neighborhood of
his home religlously following suit. Although
a warm supporter of Conservative principles,
he gave independent votes and so asserted hils
superiority to mere partyism."

Dileno Dexter Calvin was married three times and
had fourteen children. On hils death in 1884 two of his
sons, Hiram Augustus Calvin and Sanford Chipman Calvin,
successfully continued the logging and shipping business
at Garden Island until as late as 1914, when depletilon
of profitably accessible timber and changed conditions
made liquidation of the company advisable.

Hiram Augustus Calvin (1852-1932) who became
President of the Calvin Company on his father's death,
was educated at Woodstock College and Queen's University,
Kingston. He took an actlive part 1n cilvic affairs, was
a trustee of Queen's University and like hils father was
elected to the Ontario House of Commons where he served
from 1892 to 1896, and again from 1900 to 1904. He and
his wife Annie (Marsh) Calvin were the parents of five
sons, Delano Dexter, Jonathan David, Hiram Augustus, Jr.,
Reglnald Marsh, and Collamer Chipman Calvin,and two
daughters, Marion and Hilda Beatrice. The four sons last
named sll served with the Canadian forces 1n the first
World War of 1914-1918, Jonathan and Reginald with the
rank of Major of Engineers, while Collamer was a Lleuten-
ant 1n the Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve with which
Hiram, Jr. also served. 1In 1916, with four of their
sons thus serving overseas, Hiram A. and his wife re-
moved to England to be near them, returning to Canada in
1919 after the war and establishing their home in Toron-
to, where the father died 1n 1932. His widow and daugh-
ter Hilda still reside 1n Toronto, as do also now three
of the sons, Delano, Hlram, and Collamer. Delano, the
eldest, a graduate of Queen's University, 1s a prominent
architect and civic leader, also joint author of the
book "A Corner of Empire" previously mentioned and other
works; Hiram 18 an executive with the Toronto Hydro
Electric System; and Collamer (B.A. Queen's Unlversity)
is a partner in a leading law flrm at Toronto and a
King's Counsel. Delano's son, Archibald, 1ls on the staff
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of the Canadian Bank of Commerce at Toronto. Of the
other brothers, Reglnald 1s an executive with the large
Canadlan Vickers Company of Montreal while Jonathan 1is
on the executive staff of "Canada Steamships" and re-
sides at Kingston. Both Reginald and Jonathan are also
graduates of Queen's University with degrees of B.A. and
B.Sc.

Kingston is also the home, since hils retirement,
of Sanford Chipman Calvin (b. 1866) youngest son of the
first Dileno Dexter Calvin. A rather remarkable circum-
stance 1s the fact that as Dileno Dexter Calvin was born
An 1798 and his son Sanford, born when his father was 68
years old, is sti1ll living (1943) hale and hearty at the
age of 77, the two generations cover a notable span of
one hundred and forty-five years. From his home at
Kingston on the bank of the St. Lawrence Immedlately op-
posite Garden Island, Sanford may look across two miles
of intervening water to his boyhood home and the scene
of his earller activities when he and hls brother Hlram
took over their father's business in 1884. The old
Garden Island home 18 in fact now a loved spot for all
of Dileno Dexter's descendants, to which they often re-
pair for rest, vacation, and family reunion when oppor-
tunity permits.

This interesting and cultured branch of the Cal-
vin family thus take their place with the Calvins of
America. Further genealogical data regarding them will
be found in Part II hereof.

Peleg Calvin, the second of the Vermonters to
resume the Calvin name, was one of the adventurous pilo-
neers who settled the middle west of the United States,
Born in Vermont in 1778, he was a son of Richard Colvin
of Manchester, grandson of Samuel Colvin of Coventry,
Rhode Island, and great grandson of John Calvin, the
. Dartmouth immigrant, (Peleg 4, Richard 3, Samuel 2,

John 1). Peleg and the above-mentioned Sanford J. Calvin
were therefore second cousins once removed.

Peleg's father, Richard Colvin, a native of
Coventry, Rhode Island, moved some time before 1777 to
Bennington Co., Vermont, where he served during the
Revolution with Vermont troops as private and Corporal
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for several periods aggregating nearly two years, there-
after establishing his home at Manchester. An interest-
Ing tradltion has been passed down regarding how Richard
Colvin came to be made a Corporsl. According to the
tale, he was on sentry duty on a dark and stormy night
when he detected a mu¥fled figure approaching in the
darkness. His challenge: "Who goes there?" went un-
answered, the visltor continuing to advance in sllence.
Richard stood with his bayonet fixed, prepared for ac-
tion, and as the figure passed between him and & nearby
tree, the sentry made a thrust wilth his bayonet and
pinned the intruder to the tree through his cloak but
wilthout injuring his person. This effectually stopped
his progress, but the consternatlon of the sentry can be
imagined when he found that the person he had thus pinned
to the tree was none other than his own Commander 1in
Chief, who, preoccupied with his thoughts, had not
heard the challenge. Richard at once began to have
fears of the direst punishment, but instead he was
heartily commended for his alertness and attention to
duty, and was rewarded by promotion to the rank of Cor-
poral, which rank he held during the remainder of his
service in the Revolutilon.

Peleg Colvin grew up 1n Vermont, and although
record of his marriage has not yet been found, there 1s
ample evidence to show that he married Nancy Dunr, daugh-
ter of Duncan Dunn of Manchester, who was himself an
Orderly Sergeant with the Vermont "Green Mountain Boys"
durlng the American Revolutlon, and was of Scotch-Irish
descent. In an application later for a Revolutlonary
War pension, Duncan Dunn stated that he first volun-
teered in April or May, 1775, in Berkshire Co., Massa-
chusetts, after the report of the Battle of Lexington,
and arriving at that place enlisted for eight months
under Captain Samuel Sloan in Col. Patterson's Regiment
and was discharged by the latter at Cambridge. ZEarly 1n
January, 1777, he enlisted "for three years as 2nd Ser-
geant under Captaln Gldeon Brownson of Bennington Co.,
Vermont, in what was called the Independent Regiment of
the 'Green Mountain Boys' under Col. Seth Warner." He
"served as 2nd Sergeant and Orderly Sergeant and was
regularly discharged 1in January, 1780, at Fort George,
New York." Both Peleg Colvin's father and his wife's
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father were, therefore, Revolutionary soldiers with the
patriot army, while Peleg himself was born during the
progress of the war. Duncan Dunn and family moved from
Manchestef, about 1795 or shortly thereafter, to Wills-
boro, Essex Co., New York, on the western shore of lLake
Champlain. Peleg Colvin either accompanied or followed
them soon after, and the 1800 Census shows Peleg with
wilfe and young son residing near the Dunns at Willsboro,
his marriage to Nancy Dunn having probably taken place
there about 1798. However, the long cold winters of
this region evidently made Peleg think of less rigorous
climes, and 1t was not long before he set out with his
family for the Susquehanna Valley of Pennsylvania, thus
starting a series of moves which were to land him even-
tually on the banks of the Mlssissippl River in Lincoln
Co., Missouri, north of St. Louls. It has been Ilmpossi-
ble to follow his exact movements in Pennsylvania but in
the Spring of 1808 he was in lancaster Co., Pennsylvania,
wvhere his son Dennis was born on May 19th of that year
as shown by family records.

It was probably not much later that Peleg start-
ed his trek westward. Where he was at the Census of
1810 has not yet been learned and he may have been then
on the move and was not enumerated, but a son John was
born in Allegheny Co., Pennsylvania, on March 13, 1813
(feamily records), and shortly thereafter Peleg and fami-
1y are sald to have gone down the Ohio Rlver with some
traders to Kentucky, where he eventually located 1in
Fayette Co. near Lexington. Here he acquired a farm or
plantation and resided for about twelve years, and here
he was joined by Duncan Dunn and wife who came out to
live with him and thelr daughter in their old age.

The Census of 1820 shows Peleg Calvin (not Col-
vin) as then resident in Fayette Co., Kentucky, with a
household of 16 persons, comprising his family, the
Dunns, and two slaves, and it is to be noted that in
this and all subsequent Census returns Peleg's name was
recorded as Calvin instead of Colvin, and that the spell-
Ing thus shown has always since been used by his descend-
ants. Exactly how and when the change occurred i1s not
clear, but whether it was by accident or design the
change resulted, as already polnted out, merely in
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restoring what seems to have been the original name of
the Immligrant ancestor of the family line.

In 1822, having recelved word of the disappear-
ance and presumed death of his father, Richard Colvin,
whlle on a trip alone in his old age to his boyhood home
in Rhode Island, and of the appolntment of an Adminis-
trator for hls estate, Peleg made & vislt back to Ver-
mont. As transportation was a problem, he set out on
foot and walked all the way from Fayette Co., Kentucky,
to Manchester, Vermont, and after completing his visit
and settling his share in the estate walked back to his
home and family in Kentucky. Not content with this
stroll, the rrobate records at Manchester show that
Peleg while there made a side trip from that point to
Rhode Island and return "to procure testimony of his
father's death," this trip having undoubtedly also been
made on foot. It 1s regrettable to record, however,
that his claim for reimbursement of expenses incurred
on this latter trip, "1U4 days at $1.00 per day," was
dlsallowed by the Administrator, presumably on the ground
that his father had already been declared legally dead
and that any further investigation by Peleg as a matter
of sentlment or curlosity would have to be at his own
expense and was not & proper charge agalnst the estate.
Peleg returned safely to Kentucky and is said to have
talked about incidents of his walking expedition to New
England for the rest of his l1life. After his return, his
wife Nancy having dled some time earlier, he was again
married on July 2, 1823, in Bourbon Co., Kentucky, to
Ellzabeth Shepherd, by whom he had a number of addition-
al children.

Although Peleg Calvin seems to have prospered 1n
Kentucky, he was evidently a restless and energetic¢ soul,
and about 1826 decided to move further westward. He 1s
said to have become very friendly in Kentucky with "the
Boone boys" (sons and grandsons of Daniel Boone, the
Kentucky pioneer), and as some of the Boones, including
Daniel himself, had moved to Missourl, Peleg apparently
determined to follow their example, despite arguments
ageinst the move by some of his nelghbors. Setting out
with his family 1n a large wagon and a four-horse team,
he arrived 1n due time in Pike Co., Missourl, where, on
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the west bank of the Mississippi River north of St.
Louls, he acquired several hundred acres of land. Here
he made hls home for a number of years but some time be-
fore 1840 he moved to the adjoining county to the south,
Lincoln Co., Missouri, where he resided until his death
in 1852 at the age of T4.

Peleg Calvin was the father of 19 children by
his two wives. Of thils large family, 16 grew to maturi-
ty, comprising 12 sons and 4 daughters named: David P.,
Elljah, Hiram, Dennls, Andrew, John, James, Jane, Sarah,
Thomas M., Mary A., Loulsa T., Benjamin F., Marshall A.,
George 0., and William H. Calvin, as shown by the pro-
bate records of Lincoln Co., Missouri. Nine of these
children, including seven boys and two girls, were said
to have been by Peleg's first wife Nancy, and seven of
them, five boys and two girls, by his second wife Eliza-
beth. The first nine above named are presumed to have
been the children of Nancy {(Dunn) Calvin. The youngest
of these, John, was born in 1813.

All of the older sons did not accompany the
family from Kentucky to Missourl. 'Andrew H. Calvin
(b. 1810) remained in Kentucky where he lived all his
life and where in 1837 he married Elizabeth L. Brecken-
ridge, daughter of Rev. Wm. Breckenrldge and nlece of
Hon. John C. Breckénridge, Vice Presldent of the United
States from 1857 to 1861. Andrew Calvin acquired a
valuable plantation near Lexington on the Parlis-Maysville
Pike, and was a slave-holder and leading citizen in
Fayette Co. Hls oldest son, John, was an officer in the
Confederate Army and was killed during the Civil War.

Another older son of Peleg and Nancy (Dunp)

Calvin, Rev. Dennis Calvin (1808-1879), also remained
for a time in Kentucky where he was married in 1829 to
Melinda Sheppard "of pure Scotch descent and very proud
of her clan tartan." Melinda Calvin used to tell her
grandchildren long afterwards how her family, the Shep-
pards, were nelghbors of Peleg Calvin and famlly back 1n
Kentucky, and how in those days the cloth for all cloth-
ing was spun and woven at home. With their large family
of boys this was a blg task at the Calvin home and the
Sheppard girls used to go over and help out in the weav-
ing at the Calvins. Whether this neighborly spirit of
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helpfulness may not have been somewhat stimulated by the
number of marriageable Calvin boys was not stated but at
any rate Melinda became engaged to Dennis Calvin, al-
though he was three years her junlor, and she often told
her faverite grand-daughter how she helped weave the
cloth to make Dennis! wedding sult.

In 1833 Dennis Calvin removed with his family to
I1linois, where he was g Minister of the Methodlst Epis-
copal Church for many years, making his home principally
at Centralia, where he died in 1879. His good wife,
Melinda, survlived him and dled-in 1897 at the age of g2.
Rev. Dennis strongly disapproved of slavery and ex-
changed many heated letters on the subject with his
brother Andrew back l1ln Kentucky shortly before the Clvil
War. One of his sons, Willlam Henry Calvin, fought in
the Union Army, and the two brothers thus had sons on
opposing sides 1n the conflict.

The story has been passed down as to how the
correspondence between Dennis and Andrew Calvin finally
terminated shortly before the war when Andrew wrote his
brother that "if he didn't quit assoclating with those
damned Abolitionists" he didn't want to hear from him
again., On recelpt of thls letter Rev. Dennis 1s saild to
have walked the floor in agitation for hours, as Andrew
was hls favorite brother, but he remained true to his
principles and never ansvwered the letter. 'The two
brothers never wrote or saw each other again during thelr
lifetime, nor was there any contact between any of their
descendants until 1898, 40 years later, when the present
wrlter, a grandson of the Rev. Dennis, vislted Lexington,
Kentucky, and was entertalined by the then Miss Loulse
Foley, granddaughter of Andrew, (now Mrs. J. N. Crolley),
with a dellghtful party at which the hatchet was formal-
1y buried in the presence of a reporter for the Lexing-
ton Herald, which newspaper on the following day con-
tained a column write-up of the party and of the long-
standing dlsagreement which 1t ended.

It was on the occasion of this same visit also
that the writer made a visit of sentiment to the neigh-
borhood of the old Andrew Calvin plantation on the Mays-
ville Pike a few mlles out of Lexington which Andrew had
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disposed of before his death. After enjo&ing the lovely
countryslde and blue-grass meadows, the question present-
ed 1tself as to where lunch was to be obtalned, this
having been before the advent of the motor car and the
roadside refreshment stand. On Inquiry, however, it was
learned that some darkies on Major Johnson's place near-
by served an excellent chicken dlnner for 25 cents, and
steps were directed there forthwith. The cabin proved

to be clean and neatly kept, and the quality of the fried
chicken, gravy, hot biscuits, and honey had not been ex-
aggerated. While the meal was belng served by a buxom
and smliling negress named Mandy, an o0ld negro "mammy"

who must have been nearly 90 years old sat in one corner
of the room smoking a corn-cob pipe. When,before finlsh-
ing the repast, the writer happened to mention the pur-
pose of hls visit to the neighborhood, the o0ld mammy
spoke up with:

"Honey, is y'all name Calvin?"

1

"Why, yes, mammy," was the reply, "why do you

ask?"

"Why, bless yo' haht, chile, dats ma name," she
responded.

On belng asked where she got'the name Calvin she
answered:

"Fum o0l! Massa Andrew Calvin of cotse; he wuz ma
ol' mastuh befo'! de wah an' ah mighty fine man too, an!
when dey done tole me Ah wuz free an!' had to make ma own
livin' Ah said 'Glt away, Ah aint gwine t' leave ma white
folks,' but they 'splained an' 'splained that Massa An-
drew couldn't keep me no mo' an' had sold his plantation,
80 Ah finally had to go."

When she was told that her old Master Andrew was
the visitor's great uncle, she became quite exclted and
cried:

"Cum heah, honey, le' me look at y'all," and
then, "Yes, Ah believes yo'; y'all sho' 'nuff looks like
Massa Andrew. Mandy, git Massa Calvin sumpin t' eat;
poh man stahvin' t' death." '
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And more chicken and "fixins" were pressed on
"Massa Calvin" despite the fact that he was already
filled to repletion.

By pure chance the writer had thus stumbled upon
old Sally, former slave and house servant of Andrew Cal-
vin. When Andrew's daughter, Mrs. Dixle Foley, was told
of the lncident next day at her home 1n Lexington, she
was much interested, stating that they had lost track of
0ld Sally and thought she was dead, promising to visit
her at once.

Rev. Dennis Calvin of Illinois was the father of
five sons, James, Leander, Thomas Fielding, William
Henry, and Louls Oscar Calvin. The eldest son, James,
(b. 1829 in Kentucky) grew up and married in Illinois,
later removing with his family to Jewell Co., Kansas,
where he was a prominent farmer. His sons John and
James emigrated to western Canada where they engaged in
ranching 1n Alberta near Calgary. A daughter, Jennie,
marrlied Joseph Jackson and now resides I1n Salina, Kansas.

The third son of Rev. Dennls Calvin was Thomas
Fielding Calvin (1832-1909), who was also born in Ken-
tucky but grew up and married in Illinois, where he op-
erated a flour mill at Edwardsville in Madlson Co. near
3t. Louls during the Civil War. On the discovery of
lead and zinc in southwest Missouri shortly after 1870,
he removed with his famlly to that section, locating at
the then newly-establlished town of Joplin. Here he took
an actlve part in the development of the growing com-
munity, subdividing and selling lots which comprise a
good part of the present city of that name. He died at
Joplin in 1909. One of his sons, Claude W. Calvin, the
present writer (b. 1877), spent 20 years in government
service and banking 1n the Philippine Islands and South
America, and after his retirement 1n 1929, established
his home in Pasadena, Californla, where he now resides.
Before going to the Philippines in 1901 he served in the
Spanlish-American War with the 2nd Missouri Volunteer In-~
fantry. During his stay in the Philipplnes he served
for several years as Recorder (Secretary) of the U.S.
Philippine Commission, then the legislative body of the
Islands, which was headed by William H. Taft, later
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President of the United States. In 1906 Claude W. Cal-
vin was appointed an Assistant Executlve Secretary to
the Governor General of the Philippines, which post he
resigned in 1908 to return to the Unlted States for rea-
sons of health. Going to Washington he was a member of
the organization committee of the then recently author-
ized Postal Savings System and in 1910 was appointed
Chief of the Administration Section of the Postal Sav-
ings Division. After studyling law and being admitted to
the bar, he resigned to go to South America in 1917,

" first as Asslstant and later as Port Agent of the Chlle
Copper Co. at Antofagasta, Chile. He left thls position
in 1919 to organize the Lima (Peru) Branch of the Na-
tional Clty Bank of New York, where he continued as
Manasger with success until his retirement. Hils wife is
the former Gertrude Beatrice Binner of Aberdeen, Scot-
land, whom he met in Pennsylvania while she was on a
visit to relatives there. '

Another son of Thomas F. Calvin is LeRoy Field-
ing Calvin (b. 1880), Auditor and Certified Public Ac-
countant, who resides with his famlily at Long Beach,
California. His wife, Martha A. (Ranne) Calvin, is of
French-English descent. Their son Edgar 1s now (1944)
on the englneering staff of the Lockheed Alrcraft Corpor-
ation, Burbank, Californis, while another son, Joseph,
is at present in military service with the U.S. Army Air
Forces in British India. A daughter, Sarah (Calvin)
Tyhurst, with her husband and family make their home &at
Garden Grove, California. Another and older son of
Thomas F. Calvin, John W. Calvin, now deceased, left
sons Clark Calvin and John Courtney Calvin who reside
with thelr familles in Joplin and Kansas City, Missourl,
respectively. The latter's son, Richard Calvin, also
lives with his family in Kansas City.

Willlam Henry Calvin, fourth son of Rev. Dennis
Calvin (1841-1927), who served in the Union Army during
the Civil War, married and migrated from I1linois to
~ Oregon and from there to Idaho, where he engaged in
ranching until his death at Greer 1n 1927. His daughter
Adda d1d not accompany her parents from Illinois to Ore-
gon, having marrled George Allen and settled at Lenexa,
Kansas, near Kansas Cilty, where she resided with her
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husband until her death in May, 1943, A number of other
descendants of Willlam H. Calvin, including his son
Oliver and famlly, are residents of Idaho, whlle others
are located in Washington State and California. A grand-
daughter, Mrs. Adda (Calvin) Stelner, makes her home at
Seattle, Washington, with her husband and famlly.

The youngest son of Rev. Dennis Calvin, Louils
Oscar Celvin (1849-1931), was a raillroad shops foreman
in Illinoils, Missouri and Oklahoma, moving in his old
age to San Diego, California, where he died in 1931. A
son, Walter, now lives with his family at Chula Vista,
Célifornia, near Dan Diego, and a daughter, Elizabeth,
marrled Jesse Blackburn and resides in San Diego.

Another of the older sons of Peleg Calvin,
Hiram (b. 1805), located in Madison Co., Illinols, but
the remainder of Peleg's family seem to have accompanled
him to Missourl when he moved there from Kentucky in
1826, and Missourl was the birthplace of his later chil-
dren. Peleg's oldest son, David P. Calvin (1801-1851),
dld not stop in Pike Co. with his father, however, but
settled in Callaway Co., Missouril, where he resided un-
til his death in 1851. Some of his descendants are still
to be found 1in north central Missouri, while others have
now long been residents of Texas, where they are promi-
nent in business and professional life at Houston and
Galveston. John Calvin (1813-1894), Peleg's last son by
his first wife, was a prominent and respected fermer in
Pike Co., Missourl, and the adjacent Pike Co., Illinols,
across the Mississippl River. Some of hls descendants,
including a grandson, Thomas J. Calvin, who dled in July,
1944, have resided near Pearl in Pike Co. Illinois, while
others are still to be found in Pike and Lincoln Coun-
ties, Missouril, and 1in nearby St. Louls. George W. Cal-
vin, grandson of Peleg's son James, 1s on the staff of
the extensive Stark Nurseries at Louislana in Pike Co.,
Missouri, and resides there with hils family.

The descendants of Peleg Calvin are thus now
scattered all through the west from Kentucky and Illinois
to California, and from Texas to Alberta, Canada. They
fought on both sides of the Civil War as we have seen,
some of them took part in the gold rush to California in
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1849, a good many of them are still farmers and ranchers,
others are now residents of the cities 1n all walks of
life--the ministry, business, and the legal and medical
professions, The contribution of Peleg Calvin to the
spread of the Calvin name in the country was a notable
one.

9. The New Jersey and Fastern Pennsylvania
Calvins of the Delaware River Valley.

The group of French Huguenot Calvin immigrants
already mentioned who.settled 1n the Delaware Rilver Val-
ley constltute a most interesting and important branch
of the American Calvins. Salid to have come from England
some time after 1700, they located on the banks of the
Delaware 1n western New Jersey and eastern Pennsylvania,
Early information regerding them is meager, and even
thelr names and number are uncertain. The first defi-
nite record found of one belleved to have been a member
of the group 1s in 1729, although they probably arrived
somewvhat earlier. Luther Calvin, who settled in Bethle-
hem Township of Hunterdon Co., New Jersey, at a date not
known but possibly around 1725-30, heads the principle
known llne of connected descendants, and especial in- -
terest lies in the fact that these. represent one branch
of the Calvin famlly which has preserved some definite
knowledge of the source on the other side of the Atlantic
from which they came.

According to an exceptionally firm and well-
established tradition among descendants of ILuther Calvin
now reslding in eastern Ohilo, they had their origin in a
group of French Huguenot refugees who found their way to
the New World via Germany and England. According to the
tradltion, this party of refugees fled from France about
the time of the great exodus following the Revocation of
the Edict of Nantes in 1685. They are thought to have
come from Plcardy, ancestral home of John Calvin, the Re-
former, whose family group as we have seen formerly
spelled the name Cauvin but had probably in large part
followed the lead of the Reformer in changing it to Cal-
vin. Although the refugee group may have included others
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than Calvins, there are indications that several differ-
ent familles of the Calvins of Plcardy may have formed
the bulk of the party. They are sald to have first gone
to Germany, the land of Martin LuthHer, locating quilte
possibly somewhere 1n the Rhine Valley, their most ac-
cesglible haven from the Plcardy Reglon of France. How-
ever, it 1s related that they did not find conditlons
there to be favorable, and after a time decided to move
elsewhere. Belng unable to agree as to the best next
destination, the party 1s saild to have divided, one
group golng to the south of England and the other to
Scotland where John Knox had long before established the
reformed religion. There 1s evidence that there were
Calvins in each group, since later descendants of Cal-
vins from Scotland are known to have referred to the Cal-
vins of New Jersey as relatlives. Those who went to Scot-
land probably located in the Glasgow region, as we have
already seen, and established themselves there for a
considerable time. However, the party which went to the
south of England agaln found conditions unsatisfactory,
with the country crowded with other refugees, and al-
though they seem to have remalned there several years,
they eventually decided to make another move and after
full discusslon reached the conclusion that the best
thing for them to do was to go to the New World and msake
8 home for themselves 1n the new land. This declsion
was carrled out in due course, and on arrival 1n America
in "the forepart of the century beginning with 1700"
they are sald to have settled in or near Hunterdon
County, Province of New Jersey, in the valley of the
Delaware River.

Thus goes the tradition as to the origin of the
early Calvins of New Jersey and the Delaware River Val-
ley. The length of the refugees! stay in Germany and
England is not now known, nor is the date of thelr ar-
rival in America or the name of the ship which brought
them, but this tradition is so well established and cir-
cumstantial as to detadlls that it may well be regarded
&8s reasonably convinecing. Descendants of Luther Calvin
who have preserved this tradition do not know whether
their first ancestor in America was one of the original
refugees from France or was the son of a member of the
orlginal party. They are, however, 1inclined to the
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latter vliew, and in this according to indications they
are quite probably correct. Although the date of Luther
Calvin's birth and the time of hils arrival 1n America
are unknown, one of hls sons, Joshua, who may have been
one of his earlier children, was born in Hunterdon
County, New Jersey, in 1742. As Luther was then pre-
sumably a falrly young man, 1t seems unlikely that the
date of his birth was much before about 1705 to 1710,
which 18 clearly too late for him to have been one of
the original refugee group, since the latter is supposed
to have left France about 1685-1690. He may have been
born during the stay of the party in England or Germany,
and his naming for Martin Luther may concelvably have
been partly inspired by the party's stay in Luther's
natlve land. One or both of hls parents may have died
before the trip to America, young Luther accompanying
the rest of the party as a boy or young man. On the
whole, however, 1t seems likely that the arrlval in New
Jersey was not much earller than about 1725. This date
would agree with the tradition of his descendants re-
garding the time of the move from England.

Let us now examlne the early records of New
Jersey and adjolning Pennsylvania to see what confirma-
tion can be found of this Calvin tradition. The earli-
est record to be found of the names Calvin or Colvin in
New Jersey is in Monmouth County, in the archives of the
New Jersey State Library at Trenton, as follows:

August 29, 1710, Monmouth County, New Jersey.
Stephen Calluiln, witness to will of Nathaniel
Cammack. at Shrewsbury.

January 27, 1714-15. Monmouth Co., New
Jersey. Inventory of the personal estate of
Ablah Edwards, taken by Jno. and Geo. Williams
and Stephen Coluen.

August 17, 1717. Shrewsbury, Monmouth Co.,
New Jersey. Jacob Lippincott and Mary White
married at Friend's Meeting House 1n Shrewsbury.
Witnesses: *  » and Ann Calvin (?).

1719-20. Monmouth Co., NWew Jersey. Philip
Edwards and Stephen Colven made inventory of the
estate of John Williams, Sr.
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1751. Monmouth Co., New Jersey. ©Ste.
"Colvine" 1s mentioned as one of the credltors
of George Williams of Shrewsbury, deceased.

Consideration of these entries leads to the con-
clusion that they have no connection with our refugee
group. In the first place, Monmouth County 1is 1in eastern
New Jersey on the Atlantlc coast south of Sandy Hook and
across the present state from Hunterdon County. Second,
Shrewsbury was largely a Quaker settlement and as no one
except a member of that sect could have been a wiltness
at a Quaker Church marriage, Ann Calvin was clearly of
that faith. Again, Edwards and Willlams were both names
of early Quaker families and Stephen Colven's assocla-
tion with them indicates he was probably also of the
same faith. And lastly there 1s no record or knowledge
of any of the Hunterdon County Calvins'having belonged
to that church. After careful investigation 1t seems
likely that Stephen and Ann Colven or Calvin were two cf
the children of John Calvin or Colvin of Dartmouth, Mass-
achusetts, whose first child, Anna Calvin, was born in
Dartmouth March 26, 1679, whereas his second son,
Stephen, was born September 24, 1683. Anna and Stephen
Calvin disappeared when John Calvin and famlly moved
from Dartmouth to Rhode Island in 1705 and were supposed
to have died young. It is now suggested that Instead cf
this being the case, they adopted the Quaker. religion,
left the rest of the famlly, and moved to the Quaker
settlement at Shrewsbury, New Jersey. Stephen would
have been 27 years o0ld in 1710, while in 1717 Anna would
have been an old maid of 38. Nothing further is known
of the possible descendants of these Shrewsbury Calvins,
but the names of Caleb and James Colvin appear in the
lists of New Jersey militla during the Revolution, James
apparently from Monmouth County and Caleb from Burling-
ton County. Both of them were possibly of thils family.

Returning to consideration of our refugee group
who are belleved to have located in the Delaware River
Valley about 1725, the fragmentary early records of the
reglon show the followlng:

Luther Calvin, Hunterdon Co., New Jersey.
From the Genealogy of the Opdyke Family, which
intermarried with the Calvins in New Jersey, 1t
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appears that Luther Calvin "came from England
and bought land in Frenchtown and a hotel on the
Everittstown Road,” both places beilng in Hunter-
don Co. Date of arrival not glven but probably
about 1725, The only record found of him in the
incomplete New Jersey archlves is mention of
Luther Colvin in connection with the estate of
Mary Park, nee Heath 1in 1757, in Hunterdon Co.,
Bethlehem Township. The Pennsylvanla Archives
for Bucks Co., Pennsylvanla, immedlately across

the Delaware River from Hunterdon Co., New Jersey,

show Luther Calvin was 1lst Lieutenant of the As-
soclated Companies in 1756 during the French and
Indian War. There is no further record of him
in Pennsylvania and 1t seems likely that this
was the Luther Calvin from Hunterdon Co., New
Jersey, who may have crossed the river with a
New Jersey contingent to join the forces and
afterwards returned to New Jersey.

Stephen Calvin, Hunterdon Co., New Jersey.
Papers of the New Jersey Historical Socilety
show his name in a list of persons who in 1735
agreed to sign leases with the West Jersey
Soclety for lands in Hunterdon Co., Stephen
Calvlin being listed for 200 acres. There are
various 1ndications of probable close relation-
ship between Stephen and Luther Calvin and
they were very llkely brothers. Hunterdon Co.
records show that Stephen Calvin assisted in
taking inventory of an estate there in 1784,
possibly the same man in his old age.

Philip Calvin, Chester Co., Pennsylvania
(near Philadelphia). Tax Records for the year
1729 show Phllip Colvin, a single freemen. His
name appears only this once in Chester Co., but
ten years later the records and history of
Hunterdon Co., New Jersey, show the marriage on
December 1, 1739, of Philip Colvin and Grace
Holman or Holcombe. Later records of Hunterdon
Co.for the years 1780 to 1789 show Philip Calvin
as the owner of land in Amwell Township, and the

New Jersey State Library has his last will, dated
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December 10, 1794, in which the name is clearly
spelled Calvin and bequests are made to his
daughter Grace and his grandsons John and

Philip, sons of his deceased son Philip. Nothing
further is known of hils descendants, although

the grandson Philip may have been the Lieut.
Phillip Calvin whose name appears in the 1list of
militia at Baltimore, Maryland, 1n 1775 at the
start of the American Revolution.

John Calvin or Colvin, Chester Co., Pennsyl-
vania (near Philadelphia), Tax Records. John
Colvin shown as a married man in 1734. He ap-
pears repeatedly thereafter as a resident of
Chester Co. with the name sometimes spelled
Colvin and at others as Calvin. However, in the
Pennsylvania Archives, record 1s found of a
warrant for 20 acres of land granted to him in
1749 by the Penn heirs in which the name was
spelled Calvin, which as involving title to land
is significant, and although his widow, as shown
by her willl, used Colvin, later descendants have
always spelled the name as Calvin.

Desplte the not unusual early confusion in the
spelling of two of the above names as between Calvin and
Colvin, the only one really doubtful was -John of Chester
Co., Pennsylvania, and as hls descendants have declded
the name is Calvin, we have here at least three and
possibly four Calvins, Luther, Stephen, Phlilip, and
John, all living in the valley of the Delaware River
during .the same perlod and at the time to be expected
if they are assumed to have been young members of &
group of refugee immigrants arriving sometime about 1725
who had looked about somewhat for home locations to their
liking. Here i1s found at least partial confirmation of
the tradition recited except that of these 6nly Luther,
Stephen, and Phillip settled in Hunterdon Co., New Jersey,
the latter after first taking a look at Chester Co.,
Pennsylvania. What relationship existed between these
four Calvins can only be surmised, Luther, Stephen, and
Philip may have been brothers or at least couslns, par-
ticularly the two first named, but no record has been
found to clarify the question, although there was a vague
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tradition among some of the descendants of Luther in Ohio
that there were seven brothers who came from England and
settled in the Delaware River Valley and "that was where
the Calvins came from." This may be merely another of
the seven brother traditions frequently encountered, but
another New Jersey Calvin descendant in Illinois states
that according to the tradition in his familly there were
three brothers who arrived in America together, which
seems rather more plauslible, and Luther, Stephen, and
Philip may have been the brothers. Incldentally, the
I1linois descendant, A. F. Calvin, of Newton, Illinois,
reports that by his family's tradition "the Calvins came
from France where they lived rlght near the German
border." They were sald to have been of some importance
in France but "got mixed up in some kind of political
trouble and had to get out of the country, fleeing first
to Germany and from there to England and America." This
conforms very well with the tradition passed down by
descendants of Luther Calvin in Ohio. John Calvin (or
Colvin) of Chester Co., Pennsylvania, may have belonged
to the Huguenot immigrant group but have been more dls-
tantly related than the three who settled in Hunterdon
.Co., New Jersey.

Nothing further than previously indicated 1s
known in regard to the descendants of Philip Calvin.
Those of Luther and Stephen Calvin of Hunterdon Co., New
Jersey, and John Calvin {or Colvin) of Chester Co., Penn-
sylvania, will be considered later herein and 1n Part II
hereof. Another early Calvin in New Jersey who llved
there at a suitable time to have been & member of the
Huguenot immigrant group was one Daniel Calvin who diled
in Gloucester Co., New Jersey, in 1763. At least New
Jersey Archives show that administrator's bond for his
estate was filed September 13, 1763. However, the will
of Jonathan Belton in Waterford Townshlp of Gloucester
County, dated in the year 1735, mentions "Danlel Calvin
(a mulgtto)" who may have been the same man. In this
will Belton provides that two daughters are "to have the
proceeds from the labor of my prentice shoemaker, Daniel
Calvin (a mulatto) until he be 31" and his said daugh-
ters are themselves apprenticed "to some religious and
discreet master and mistress to learn to read the Bible
and housewifery." The mulatto Daniel evidently got free
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from his apprenticeship before 1745 as he was probably
identical with one "Daniel Calving" whose name appears
as & debtor 1in the inventory of the personal estate of
Gilbert Alberson, Mariner, of Gloucester County, May O,
1745. There is no indication that this Danlel Calvin
had any connection with the Calvins of Hunterdon County,
and he may have been a freed slave from Virginia who had
assumed his former master's name.

10. Delaware Indians Who Adopted the Calvin Name.

Before leaving the New Jersey and Delaware Val-
ley Calvins, however, and taking up the emigration of
thelir descendants westward, it will be of interest to
make brief mention of the adoptlon of the Calvin name by
a number of Delaware Indlans in New Jersey. Apparently
the first of these was one known as Stephen Calvin, who
was probably educated by Scotch mlsslonaries and who in
1758 was interpreter for a small church and schoolmaster
in an Indian school. The exact location of this church
and school is not clear but it was probably at or near
Cranbury, New Jersey, about 10 miles east of Prlnceton,
as there was an Indlan settlement at Cranbury and Stephen
Calvin 1s referred to in Smith's History of New Jersey
as an Indian from Cranbury. He 1s also frequently men-
tioned by other New Jersey historians and was évidently
a "full blood" Delaware Indian who had taken the Calvin
name, following the practice of numerous converted mem-
bers of the Delaware tribe of adopting the names of
white men whom they respected or admired. In referring
to this practice, one historian cites as an example
Stephen, the schoolmaster, as "having taken the name of
Stephen Calvin." The Stephen Calvin thus honored may
have been either the early Hunterdon Co. resildent of
that name or the Stephen Calvin (Colvin) of Shrewsbury,
but more likely the former as nothing has been found to
connect the Indian Stephen with the Quaker settlement at
Shrewsbury to which the Stephen there evidently belonged.
On the contrary, the Pennsylvanlia Archives contaln a
‘copy of a letter from Rev. Wm. Tennent, noted early
Scotch Presbyterian minister of Freehold, New Jersey,
dated September 1, 1758, introducing Stephen Calvin(s),
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the schoolmaster, to the Provinclal Secretary of Pennsyl-
vania at Phlladelphia, for possible employment as 1n-
terpreter at a forthcoming conference with the Indians.
The application was evidently successful, as the proceed-
ings of the great conclave held with the Indlans in
October, 1758, at the forks of the Delaware River near
BEaston, Pennsylvanla, as reported by Smith, show the
name of Stephen Calvin as one of the interpreters of the
Delaware and Minlslink Indian languages. In this work
he seems to have been asslisted to some extent by Indlans
known as James and Peter Calvin, who may have been his
brothers.

One of the purposes of the conference with the
Indlans was to treat with them for the purchase of their
remaining lands in New Jersey. At a preliminary meeting
at Crosswicks, New Jersey, the preceding February,
Stephen Calvin and four other Indlans were given power
of attorney to represent all the Indlans in future ne-
gotiations regarding thelr lands. It also appears that
Stephen himself was concerned ln a tract described as
located "on Egg Harbour between Mt. Holly and Cross-
wicks." 1In addition to his service as interpreter,
therefore, Stephen seems to have been an authorized rep-
resentative of the Indlans at the Easton meeting. The
conference was a success and treaty was made with the
New Jersey Indians for the purchase of all their remaln-
ing lands. However, a small remnant of them (in which
Stephen Calvin was evidently included) obtained permis-
sion to continue residing in New Jersey, which they did
until 1802 when they joined an Indian settlement at
Onelda Lake, New York, remaining there until 1824 when
they removed to the Green Bay region of Wisconsin, to
which others from New Jersey had previously gone.
Whether the Indian Stephen Calvin died in New Jersey or
accompanied hils people to New York and later Wisconsin
does not appear.

However, according to Stockton in his Early Tales
of New Jersey, Stephen Calvin was the father of the even
more noted Bartholomew 3. Calvin. This historic indi-
vidual, like hils father Stephen, was a full blood Dela-
ware Indian. His native name was Shawuskukhkung, mean-
ing "Wilted Grass." He was born in 1756 and educated at
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Princeton College by the Scotch misslonaries, but on the
outbreak of the Revolution, Bartholomew left his studies
at Princeton to join the patriot army under General
Washlngton and served wilth credit throughout the war.
Later he followed his father's example and taught school
for some time in New Jersey, it belng saild that his
8chool included as many white scholars as Indians. The
relatlons of hls people, the Delawares, with the whites
had always been friendly and all questions had been
settled by peaceful treaty and wlthout bloodshed. After
all of the lands of the Delawares 1in New Jersey were
purchased by the whites as heretofore related and the
Indiahs had moved eventually to lands purchased by them
near Green Bay, Wisconsin, they presented a claim some
years later in 1832 to the State government of New
Jersey for the sum of $2,000 in payment for the proposed
relinquishing by them of certaln hunting and fishing
rights in New Jersey which they had never surrendered.
Bartholomew S. Calvin, who had accompanied or jolned his
people in Wisconsin, was then 76 years of age, and one
of thelr most respected leaders, was selected by the
Delawares to present the claim. This he did, supporting
i1t with a memorial in his own hand which contalned the
following appealing introduction, as quoted 1n Snell's
History of Hunterdon County, New Jersey:

"My Brethren: I am old and weak and poor,
and therefore a fit representative of my people;
you are young and strong and rich, and therefore
fit representatives of your people. But let me
beg you for & moment to lay aside the recollec-
tions of your strength and of our weskness that
your minds may be prepared to examine with can-
_dor the subject of, our claim."

Bartholomew then proceeded to explain the basis of the
claim and with simple eloquence asked for his people the
modest sum of $2,000 for relinquishment of the rights in
question. It is pleasing to record that after reference
to a committee in the New Jersey State Legislature and
proper investigation, the petition was granted for the
full amount of the claim, and that Bartholomew 8. Calvin,
under date of March 12, 1832, addressed a letter of
thanks and grateful appreciation to the Legislature.
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Such 1s the story of 3tephen Calvin, Indian schoolmaster,
and his son Bartholomew S. (Wilted Grass) Calvin.
Whether the latter had any descendants, some of them
perhaps still 1living today, who continue to bear the
Calvin name, has not been learned. There is a possibili-
ty that 'a descendant of Bartholomew may have been in-
volved in the naming of the town of Calvin, Oklahoma.
This rather attractlve little city on the south bank of
the Canadian River about 100 miles southeast of Oklahoma
City is sald to have had its origin 1n the establishment
there of a general store by an educated Indlan who bore
the name Calvin. The town which 1n time grew up around
"the store was named Calvin after the Indian merchant and
several years ago the then mayor of the town is reported
to have been either Calvin himself or his son. The
wrlter has endeavored to learn 1f the Indian storekeeper
was by any chance a descendant of Bartholomew S. Calvin,
but thus far without success. The suggestlon that such
might be the case 1s therefore mere conjecture.

11. Luther Calvin of Hunterdon Co., N, J.,
and His Descendants.

Returning to Bartholomew's white brethren of
Hunterdon County, New Jersey, 1t seems likely that
Luther Calvin, the Huguenot immigrant, arrived from Eng-
land about 1725. Definite information regarding him 1is
meager, so much so that even his name had become lost to
many of his descendants. The names of his parents are
not known, but as previously stated it seems likely that
he was born in either England or Germany about 1705 to
1710 and that he came to America with kinsmen about 1725
while gquite a young man. The published Genealogy of the
Opdyke Family, early New Jersey settlers who Ilntermar-
ried with the Calvins as heretofore noted, contains a
brief statement as to the origin of the latter family,
based on informatlon furnished by Mrs. Grace (Calvin)
Taylor, a great granddaughter of the immigrant Luther.
According to Mrs., Taylor, Luther Calvin "came from Eng-
land and bought land 1n Frenchtown and a hotel on the
Everittstown Road," both places beilng in Hunterdon
County. Mrs. Taylor evidently did not know the date of
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arrival but as Frenchtown was not founded until 1794,
over 60 years after the estimated time of Luther's com-
ing to New Jersey, Mrs. Taylor undoubtedly meant that
his land purchase was at the locatlion which afterwards
became Frenchtown. This ties in with the statement of
Snell in hls Hunterdon County Hlstory to the effect that
the Frenchtown locality was known 1n 1759 as "Calvin's
Ferry," and that a road lead from there to Everittstown.
The inference is plaln that thls name came from Luther
Calvin and that he had probably established a ferry
across the Delaware River at that poilnt. It is Interest-
ing to recall that the location is only 24 miles up the
river from the point where George Washington made his
famous crossing of the Delaware during the Revolution.

Luther Calvin was thus apparently a man of enter-
prise and initilative--landowner, hotel proprietor, ferry
operator, and, as previously suggested, probably the
Luther Calvin who was a 1st Llieutenant 1n the Associlated
Companies in Bucks County, Pennsylvania, across the
river, in 1756 during the French and Indian War. One of
Luther's presentday kinsmen, on hearing of hls ownership
of the hotel on the Everlttstown Road, at once jocularly
dubbed him "Luther, the Innkeeper," and has since always
so described him. It seems evident, however, that he
was a man of varied interests and a leader in the com-
munity. ©No record has been found to indicate the date
of Luther's death, but this was apparently prior to 1778,
as New Jersey tax records of property holders beglnning
at that time do not show hils name.

Nothing is known of Luther's wlfe but New Jersey
records mention Luther Colvin 1n connection wlth the ad-
ministration of the estate of Mary Park, nee Heath, in
Bethlehem Township of Hunterdon Co. in the year 1757 and
Luther may have been Mary Park's son-in-law, in which
case his wife's malden name was evidently Heath. At any
rate Luther Calvin appears to have been the father of
six children, comprising five sons named John, Luther,
Joshua, Stephen, and Robert, and a daughter, Elilzabeth.
The dates of the children's birth are not known except
in the case of Joshua who was born September 14, 1742,
There 18 some indication that John may have been the
eldest, born perhaps about 1735 or even earlier. All of
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the children are believed to have been born in Bethlehem
Township of Hunterdon County and to have grown up and
married in that neighborhood, but towards the close of
the Revolutlion or shortly thereafter four of the sons,
Robert, John, Stephen, and Joshua, emligrated from New
Jersey with their families, only Luther II and Elizabeth
remaining in the state. Robert was apparently the first
to leave, about 1780, but was followed soon after by
John and Stephen, whille Joshua and family were the last
to depart, making the move late in the year 1786 or dur-
ing the following year 1787. All five of the brothers
" evidently resided in New Jersey during most of the
perlod covered by the American Revolution, but no record
has been found of the rendering of mllitary service by
any of them during the contest with England. On the
contrary, New Jersey records of the "Loyallsts" of the
period show that "Luther Colvin, Jr." of Hunterdon Co.
"pefused oaths, fined and baled" in 1777, and that
"Stephen Colvin" of Hunterdon Co. also "refused oaths,
fined" the same year.

Before following the 'sons of Luther Calvin I who
emlgrated westward, it should be noted that Luther II
who remained in New Jersey seems to have prospered
there. The date of Luther's birth 1s not known, but it
was possibly some time around the year 1745, He married
Catherine Britton, adcording to his granddaughter Mrs.
Taylor, and had eight chlldren, comprising four sons
named Joshua B., Nathanlel, Luther, and Robert, and four
daughters, Thisbe, Elizabeth, Catherine, and Mary. New
Jersey records show that Luther owned 166 acres of land
in Bethlehem Township in 1780 and for a number of years
thereafter, and Snell's History of Hunterdon County,

New Jersey, relates how Luther Calvin (obvliously Luther
II) built a grist and saw mill in what 1s now Union
Township but was formerly part of Bethlehem Township, a
decade or two before the year 1800, and that the place
of course became known as Calvin's Mills. Luther's home
was also apparently located nearby. About 1812, con-
tinues Snell, the property was acqulred by others who
began the manufacture of rye whigkey there, and as the
name Calvin's Mills no longer applied, the place became
known as Pattenburg, which name, with a slight variation
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in spelling, is said to have been derlived from the
"patent" under which the whiskey was made. This was the
orlgln of the present town of Pattenburg, New Jersey.

Luther Calvin II was a member of the township
committee of Bethlehem Township from 1798 to 1802, and,
like his father, was clearly a leading citizen in his
section. He died in Hunterdon County in 1834 as shown
by New Jersey records. His son Joshua B. Calvin married
" Nancy Opdyke and moved across the Delaware River to
Bucks County, Pennsylvania, where he became & prominent
farmer and one of the best known men in theé county.
Durling the War of 1812 he held the rank of Captain at
Marcus Hook below Philadelphia, and later served as a
member of the Pennsylvania State Leglslature, as did
also his son Luther III after him some years later.
Joshua B. had a large famlly of six sons and seven daugh-
ters. It was his daughter, Grace (Calvin) Taylor, who
furnished data regarding the Calvins for the Opdyke
Genealogy. Joshua's son Richard, born in Bucks County,
Pennsylvania, in 1806, moved west as a young man and
eventually settled in Hamilton Co., Ohlo, a few miles
from Cincinnati. He had three daughters, one of whom
married Thomas Taylor, son of a former Mayor of Clncilin-
nati.

Luther Calvin II's second son, Nathaniel B. Cal-
vin, is said to have removed from New Jersey to central
New York but later returned to engage in the milling
business 1n Sussex County, New Jersey, where he died in
1839. Some of his descendants are still to be found in
that sectlion, but his son R. T. Calvin (born 1823) re-
moved to southern Illinols near Calro, and the latter's
son, Hiram, married the daughter of a Mississippl River
pllot named Boren and located in Clay County, north-
eastern Arkansas, where he was a prominent merchant.

There 1s some reason to believe that Iuther Cal-
vin II's son, Robert, may have located for a time in
central New York like hils brother Nathanlel, but later
moved from there to South Bend, Indlana. In such case
he was quite posslbly the father of a Robert Gilllland
Calvin, born in New York in 1829, who in 1849 as a young
man of 20 joined the gold rush to Californla. Young
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Robert made the trip by way of the Isthmus of Panamsa,
and on arrival in California located at Michlgan Bar,
where he made 8 fortune. He and & partner opened a gen-
eral store and are sald to have "staked" every man who
was "broke" and wanted to work. As a result the firm
1tself went broke and Robert had to start prospecting
again. Later he and his wife ran a hotel in Drytown and
another in Jackson, California, both in the gold fields
region. He had married Ellzabeth Talloch, a natlve of
Oswego County, New York, who as a young girl came to
California with her famlly across the plains in a cov-
ered wagon. An Interesting incident of the trip was
that on the way young Ellzabeth was stolen by a young
Indian chieftan who had been following the wagon train
for days and had first offered to trade ponies and furs
for her. The offers having naturally been rejected, one
evening while Ellzgbeth was golng for water to a spring
near their camp, the Indian sprang from ambush, threw
her across his saddle and made away. The alarm was
sounded and the Indian was chased several mliles until
his pony was shot from under him, Ellzabeth recovered
unharmed, and the Indian taken prisoner. He was bound
and taken along with the wagon train until 1t was well
out of his tribe's territory and in what to6 them was
enemy country, when he was released and told to go.
Elizabeth arrived safely in California, where she later
married Robert G. Calvin. ©She died 1n Bacramento 1n
1872. There were seven chlldren, including sons named
Harvey D., Charles B., and George D., according to a
History of Amador County, California. The eldest,
Harvey D., born in 1855, resided 1n Oakland, California,
until his death a few years ago. Other descendants of
Robert G. Calvin are doubtless sti1ll to be found in cen-
tral California.

After this digression, we now return to consid-
eration of the other sons of the New Jersey immlgrant,
Luther Calvin I. Robert Calvin, first of the five sons
to leave New Jersey, moved to the Romney region of
Hampshire County, Virginia (now West Virginia), evident-
1y in 1780 or shortly before as he acquired 276 acres of
land there by deed dated March 25, 1780, and descendants
of Joshus Calvin are sure that thls was Robert of the
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five New Jersey brothers. The Virginla tax census of
1782 lists Robert Calvin as then a resldent of Hampshire
County, with a family of four, and the tax census of
1784 also shows him as & resident there, with a family
of five. There are other records of Robert Calvin in
Hampshire County as late as 1815, when he transferred
his land to one Stephen Calvin. The name of Robert's
wife was gilven in the deed as Nancy. The 1dentlty of
this Stephen Calvin to whom he transferred his land 1s
not certain. There is record of a Stephen Calvin in
Hampshire County as early as 1771 who was probably iden-
tical with the man of that name who appeared in the Vir-
ginia tax census of 1782 with a family of elght persons.
He could not very well hgve been a son of Robert and at
any rate there 1s reason to belleve he left that section
in 1795 or 1796. However, Hampshire County records in-
dicate that there was another Stephen Calvin 1n the re-
glon who figured in various land transfers between 1815
and 1823 and seems to have lived near Robert. Deeds
show his wife's maiden name was Rachael Carlin. It was
probably to him that Robert deeded hls land in 1815 and
1t seems quite likely that he was Robert's son. No rec-
ord of Robert has been found after thils transfer and he
may have died shortly thereafter., Hampshire County rec-
ords indicate that this Stephen himself died between
1827 and 1832, leaving minor children under fourteen
named Maris and Stephen for whom Simion Hall was appolint-
ed guardian. What later became of the children has not
been learned.

Hampshire County records also show numerous land
transfers between 1813 and 1822 involving one "Luther
Calvin, Jr." and hils wife Mary, whose malden name was
evidently Murphy, and 1t appears probable that this
Luther was another son .of Robert Calvin. He may have
been called Luther, Jr. merely to distinguish him from
an older Luther Calvin who as we shall see later resided
there from about 1787 to 1816 and was a son of Robert
Calvin's brother, Joshua, and therefore a cousln of
Luther, Jr. All the chilldren of this older Luther have
been traced, and ILuther, Jr. was not his son., The
younger Luther seems to have s0ld his land there 1n 1821
and 1822, after which no further record can be found of
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him, Some years earlier he had acquired 500 acres of
land in Knox County, Indiana, and although he seems to
have sold this in 1813, he may nevertheless have gone to
Indiana after 1822 as there 1s no record of any adminis-
tration of hls estate 1n Hampshire County.

In addition to Robert Calvin and family, the
Romney region was the home for a considerable perlod of
various other early Calvins, includlng, as we shall see
later, Robert'is brother Joshua and family and other kins-
men from New Jersey. Besldes this New Jersey contingent,
however, there were still other early settlers in Hamp-
shire County who bore the Calvin name and who were evi-
dently of Virginla orlgin., They will be considered
"later herein under the chapter dealing with the Virginia
Calvins.

Returning to the other New Jersey brothers, John
and Stephen Calvin were the next sons of Luther Calvin,
the immlgrant, to leave New Jersey., There are a few
scattered records of John Calvin in the New Jersey Arch-
ives. There were proceedings against him and one other
for debt at Trenton on February 8, 1766, and his name
appears later in 1775 in the list of tenants of lands of
31ir Robert Barker in Alexandria Township of Hunterdon
County. 1In 1780 a John Calvin 1s listed as a single man
in Kingwood Township of Hunterdon County, but this may
have been a son of the immigrant Stephen Calvin, or
posslibly the grandson of Phlilip Calvin named John who
was mentloned in Philip's will, No record of Luther's
son Stephen appears except that of his being fined as a
Loyalist in 1777. He was probably considerably younger
than his brother John, there being indications that the
latter may have been the oldest of the five brothers.

John and Stephen Calvin (Luther I's sons) seem
to have left Hunterdon County with thelr families short-
ly after the departure of Robert for Virginla, and ap-
parently not long after 1780, but instead of joining
Robert in Hampshire County, Virginia, they moved only to
the comparatively near Cumberland County, Pennsylvania,
in the Susquehanna Valley northwest of Harrisburg. Here
the name of Stephen Calvin is first found in the 1list of
able-bodled militia from 16 to 45 dated February 4, 1783.
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His brother John was probably then also resident in the
nelghborhood and presumably did not appear in the mili-
tila 1ist because aged over 45. At any rate both John
and Stephen Calvin are shown in the tax llsts of Cumber-
land County, Tyrone Township, for the year 1785, in
which same year John acquired land in Tyrone Township
from one James Sharon. This townshlip was 1n the northern
part of Cumberland County on the west bank of the Susque-
hanna River and forms a part of the present Perry County,
Pennsylvanla., Both John and Stephen Calvin appear in
the 1790 Census for Cumberland County, John with one son
over 16 and four under that age, and Stephen with three
sons under 16 and four dsughters. John 1is believed to
have had several daughters who were grown and married at
the 1790 Census and were not shown with his family.

There 1s no further record of the two brothers
In Cumberland County, Pennsylvania, and both of them i
evidently left with thelr families for western Pennsyl-
vania shortly after 1790. John Calvin seems to have lo-
cated in Salem Township of the then newly established
Mercer County, Pennsylvanla, north of Pittsburgh, where
he appears in the 1800 Census with his family. He 1is
believed to have been the John Calvin who died 1n Mercer
County in June, 1804, leaving a will which was the first
will probated 1n the county and which is to be found 1n
W1ll Book No. 1 and Page 1, thus meking Calvin an his-
toric name in Mercer County. This will unfortunately
did not mention his age but names probably all of his
children. To his son Willlam he gave 100 acres of land,
and to his son Stephen the rest of his land and an equal
share with the testator's wife Agnes in all his furni-
ture and movable effects "except my mulatto slave which
1s to remaln with my wife and serve her until she ar-
rives at the age in the laws of the State proclalming
her to be free, but 1f my wife should depart this life
sooner the sald mulatto girl 1s not to remain in slavery
any longer but to be at full liberty." To hls sons
Gabriel, John, and Luther and hls daughters Nancy, Polly,
Sally, and Catherlne, he gave the sum of five shillings
aplece.

The disposition of a slave by this will 1n Penn-
sylvanla may seem surprising, but it is to be borne in
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mind that many residents of western Pennsylvania at this
time were from Virginia, which had formerly claimed the
region, and from these Virginians, some of them slave-
holders, our good John from New Jersey probably got the
idea of acquiring & negro slave girl to help his wife in
her o0ld age. Nevertheless, from the wording of the will
one may surmise that his consclence was hurting him a
little 1n connection with the matter, so that provision
was made for her liberty as soon as possible:

Informatlion thus far gathered regarding the
later history of John Calvin's sons 1s rather meager,
Stephen may have been the Stephen Calvin who was a resi-
dent of Beaver County, Pennsylvania, in 1810. Gabriel
and John, Jr. both took part in the War of 1812, and
Gabriel evidently continued to live in Mercer County un-
ti11l his death some time before 1850. John, Jr. also re-
mained in Mercer County for many years, but removed in
his old age to near Washingtonville, Ohio, to 1live with
his son Aaron, and died there in 1865 at the age of 88.
Descendants sti1ll reside in that nelghborhood, but the
ploneert's sons Willliam and lLuther are belleved to have
located 1n southern Ohio where there is record of numer-
ous early Calvins 1n Ross, Highland, and Washington
Counties. In fact service was rendered 1n the War of
1812 from Ross and Highland Counties by John, James,
Luther, Thomas, and Stephen Calvin (the last named a
drummer boy), and several of these nemes tend to indicate
New Jersey origin.

» Although Stephen Calvin of the five New Jersey
brothers probably accompanied his brother John from
Cumberland County to western Pennsylvanla, he evidently
did not follow his example in settling in that section,
as no trace of him can be found there. However, two of
his sons are believed to have been James and Robert
Calvin who were ploneer settlers in Beaver Co., Pa.,
near Pittsburgh. See Part II, Chapter V(c). Where
Stephen himself located has not been established but 1t
- seems probable that he went down the Ohlo River with the
rest of the family. He may have joined his presumed
cousin, Captain Luther Calvin, in Mason Co., Kentucky,
and have been the Stephen Calvin who married Lucinda
Carr there in 1797 (a second marriage of course), and
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who afterwards located across the Ohlo River 1n Brown
Co., Ohio, where according to probate records he evident-
1y dled in 1821, leaving a son Stephen, whose birthplace
was later shown by the 1850 Census as New Jersey.

The last of the flve brothers of Hunterdon
County, New Jersey, to emigrate westward was Joshua
Calvin. Born on September 14, 1742, he was the only one
of the sons of the immigrant Luther Calvin whose birth
date is deflnitely known, and concernirz whose descend-
ants we have falrly comprehensive knowledge. It is
tlese descendants who have preserved the tradition al-
ready related of the origin of the family 1n France and
the particulars regarding thelr flight and eventual
settlement 1n New Jersey. Joshua Calvin grew up in
Bethlehem Township of Hunterdon County and was married
to Sarah Opdyke, daughter of Benjamin Opdyke of that
county. The Opdykes had settled in Western New Jersey
in 1697, only 12 years after the founding of nearby
Philadelphia by William Penn. They were of Holland
Dutch origin, the first of the line to come to America
having been one Louris Jansen Opdyck (or Op den dyck as
it had originally been spelled in Holland), who came
from his native land to New Netherlands (now New York)
some time before the year 1653 when it was still a Dutch
colony. It was his son Johannes Opdyke who moved wilth
his famlly to Western New Jersey in 1697 after the New
Netherlands Colony was acquired by the British and the
name changed to New York. Sarah Opdyke's father, Benja-
min Opdyke, was a grandson of Johannes,

Early New Jersey records show that Joshua Calvin
was the owner of 186 acres of land in Bethlehem Township
of Hunterdon County from 1778 to 1786. He was the
father of eight sons, Samuel, Benjamin, Luther, David,
Mahlon, Robert, Joshua, and John, a&ll born in Hunterdon
County between 1767 and 1784, and John, the youngest son,
was buried there. In 1786 Joshua decided to follow the
example of his brothers Robert, John, and Stephen and
emigrate to newer country. The region he selected was
that where hils brother Robert was then already living,
Hampshire County, Virginia, (now West Virginia). The
move was evidently made elther in the late fall of 1786
or during the followlng year 1787, as Joshua's name
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appears in the tax records of Hunterdon County for the
year 1786. One of Joshua's sons, Mahlon Calvin (b. 1777)
used to tell his grandchildren long afterwards of how as
& boy of ten on the trip from New Jersey to Virginis he
drove the cattle behind the wagons. The route followed
was doubtless down the Cumberland Valley of Pennsylvania
and across the Potomac River at Harper's Ferry or vicinl-
ty into the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia, then a short
distance westward into Hampshire County.

Joshua Calvin and family reached theilr destina-
tion at a time when Hampshire County was about to bene-
fit from a momentous change. The enormous land holdings
of Lord Falrfax, based upon a grant by King Charles II
of England and amountling to over six million acres, com-
prised all the territory between the Potomac and Rappa-
hannock Rivers to thelr sources and included all of what
is now Hampshire County. It had not been Lord Fairfax's
policy to glve settlers in this region full titles to
their lands, but after a small down payment to require
them to pay him an annual fee or rental. Now, with the
close of the Revolution, the Virglinla Leglslature nulli-
fied the o0l1d English grant, gave fee simple titles to
those occupants who had previously made contracts wlth
Lord Palrfax, and declared the remainder of the lands to
be public domain open to settlement. It may have been
news of this reaching New Jersey which had impelled
Joshua to move there with his family at this time. At
any rate 1n Maxwell and Swisher's Hlstory of Hampshire
County the name of Joshua Calvin appears in a list of
the first 200 settlers to flle on the newly-opened lands.
His entry was made in the year 1788 and covered "400
acres on the waters of the Little Capon," a small tribu-
tary of the Potomac River. Here in a lovely valley be-
tween the first ridges of the Alleghenys not far from
the town of Romney, Joshua was to make his home for 28
years; here hls sons grew to manhood; and here or 1n the
vicinlty all of them except Mahlon and Robert were mar-
ried. But the tillable land in thils mountainous region
was limited, and as the sons were marrled and wanted
homes of thelr own the need for more gecod farming land
was felt, David Calvin, after his marriage, i1s sald to
have gone to Loudoun County, Virginia, and to have 1lived
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there for a few years, but in 1804 David and his family,
together with two of his brothers, Mahlon and probably
Robert, made a trip westward over the Alleghenys to what
1s now Portage County, Ohlio. Findlng the country at-
tractive, with plenty of fertile land, David settled
near Palmyra with his family, while Mahlon and Robert,
both then unmarriled, after locating desirable land, re-
turned to Virginia. In 1808, Mshlon and Robert returned
to Ohlo, and were accompanied by their brother Benjamin
and family, all of them locating in Palmyra Township of
the present Portage County, Ohio.

A description of one of these trips from Vir-
ginla, evldently this second one, was given the writer
some years ago by .one of the old timers as 1t was told
to him by a member of the ploneer party who made the
journey as a boy of nine in one of the wagons. As the
tale went, it took them a long time to get ready in Vir-
ginia for the great move., Wagons were prepared, good
oxen teams obtalned, meats cured, fruits dried or '"put
up," and other supplies made ready. Finally, thelr mov-
able effects were loaded, and, driving their cattle with
them, they set out on the difficult journey over the Al-
leghenys and the country west of them. They traveled
for weeks, sometimes stopping for rests. They would
come to rivers which they crossed by cutting logs and
constructing rafts large enough to ferry over the loaded
wagons, after which they would let the rafts float off
and would proceed on their way, only to come soon to an-
other river when the same procedure had.to be repeated.
At last they came to an enormous river (evidently the
Ohio), which they had much difficulty in crossing, one
of the wagons and some of the oxen and cattle having
been lost, with several members of the party having a
narrow escape from drowning. But at last safe on the
other side, damages were repaired and the party contin-
ued onward for many more days, until one day the leader
stopped, examlned marks on some trees at one side of the
road, and exclalmed: "This is the place; unyoke the
oxen." They had arrived at the located lands in what 1s
now Portage County, Ohio. Such were the journeys of the
early Calvin ploneers.
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Favorable reports were evidently sent back to
Virginia regarding the Ohio country, but Joshua Calvin
and his wife Sarah were both now getting old and prob-
ably hesitated about leaving the Virginia farm which had
been thelr home for so long. The two older sons, Samuel
and ILuther, who were also still in Virglnia, may have
felt the same way about it. However, finally in 1816,
when o0ld Joshua was T4 years old, all of them decided to
make the move. After selling thelr lands in Virginia,
the trip to Ohio was made in safety that year, this last
party having consisted of Joshua and wife, their
daughter-in-law Sarah (Tate) Calvin and young son, John
Tate Calvin, (the latter two belng the widow and son of
Joshua Calvin, Jr., who had diled in Virginia), and the
two remaining sons in Virglnia, Samuel and Luther, with
thelr familles., On arrival in Ohio all of this last
party located in Green Township of Mahoning County, ad-
joining Portage County where the other sons had settled.
The date of arrival of this last group of the family was
April 27, 1816. Here Joshus and his sons Samuel and
Luther all purchased land around a locality which became
known later as Locust Grove, which i1s situated a mile
and a quarter east of the small town of Greenford and
about six miles northeast of the city of Salem, Ohio.

It 1s Interesting to note that Joshua Calvin
here bought 428 acres of land or just 28 acres more than
he had made entry on in Hampshire County, Virginia, 28
years before. Having come so far he was apparently de-
termined to get at least a little more land as a reward.
It was probably an accidental coincidence that he ob-
tained exactly one additional acre for each of the 28
years he llved in Virginia, Here he bullt a large log
house near the center of the tract, and settled down to
spend the rest of his days. Part of the land thus ac-
quired, 132 acres, 1s now owned by John Elmer Calvin, a
great great grandson of Joshua, snd has therefore been
in the family 127 years (1816-1943).

The story has come down that when Joshua and
party left Virginia early in 1816, the spring there was
well advanced, but that when they arrived at their desti-
nation in Ohio on Aprill 27th they found the weather
8till cold and snowy. Joshua's good wife Sarah 1s said



70 THE CALVIN FAMILIES

to have wanted to turn right around and go back to Vir-
ginia without unloading, but Joshua, & man of few words,
proceeded to unload the wagons and make camp without
more ado. In fact, the family had unfortunately chosen
an extremely bad year to make a start in the new country,
as the year 1816 was long noted in Ohic as the year with-
out a summer, ice forming every month 1n the year and
measuring 1/8 inch thick on July 5th. Happily, however,
the following summer of 1817 was an unusually nice one,
80 that the good Sarah became quite contented with the
new country and never agaln wanted to return to Virginia.

Thus Joshua Calvin and his clan finally settled
down in Mahoning and Portage Counties, Ohio, where many
of their descendants still reside today. Here the Cal-
vins prospered and multipllied. Particularly the Locust
Grove nelghborhood of Green Township in Mahonlng County
became & Calvin center. Samuel Calvin donated two acres
of land for the Locust Grove School in 1834%. David Cal-
vin, son of Luther, gave two acres for church and ceme-
tery purposes, and the Locust Grove Cemetery became the
Calvin burial ground. Joshua Calvin dled in 1832 at the
age of 00, and the good Sarah passed to her reward about
1835 when she was about 92, both of them having been
buried at Locust Grove. Their descendants continued to
increase untll at one time 1t was sald that through a
conslderable area 1n thils sectlon neariy every farmer
was elther s Calvin or was married to one of the Calvin
glrls, and that a candidate for Congress who could get
the Calvin vote was assured of election. Members of the
family fought in the War with Mexlico and the Civil War
as well as 1in later conflicts. Many of the Calvins were
"musically inclined" and the Locust Grove Cornet Band
was organized in 1880, with Calvins forming a good part
of the membershlip, the band playing at political meet-
ings, picnics, etc., and traveling in a gorgeously
painted bandwagon drawn by four horses. There have usu-
ally been one or more Calvin Orchestras.

With so many of Joshua Calvin's descendants liv-
ing in the same section of Ohio generation after genera-
tion, 1t was natural that o0ld traditions should have
been preserved, and to thls fortunate circumstance 1s
doubtless due the passing down of the tradition regarding
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the origin of the family and their flight from France,
via England. On September 22, 1886, the first of the
now famous and historic annual Calvin Family Reunlons
was held at Locust Grove, and these annual reunions have
now been continued for 58 years, having been usually
held in recent years at the Centennial Park in Salem,
Ohlo, during the month of August. The attendance is
sald to have reached 400 or 500 at some of the gather-
ings and there were always more good things to eat than
the assembled Calvins could possibly consume., At the
first reunion in 1886 descendants of all of the four
brothers who left New Jersey were sald to have been
present, and a genealogical committee was appolnted, but
1f any written history or genealogy was prepared by the
commlttee the present writer has been unable to discover
it. The 1942 and 1943 reunions were agaln held at the
orlglnal meeting place, Locust Grove, and the last an-
nouncement card may be of interest. It read as follows:

ANNUAL REUNION
The fifty-seventh annual reunion
of the CALVIN FAMILY and KIN
will be held at
LOCUST GROVE
1-1/4 mile east of Greenford,
on Route 165,
THURSDAY, AUGUST 12, 1943
Yourself and family and all friends of
the family are cordially invited to attend.
Music by Calvin Orchestra.
Mrs. Robt. Shepherd, Sec'y. _H. H. Calvin, President.
R. D. 5, Salem, 0. * R. D. 5, Salem, O.

0f recent years, due to emigratlon to the west,
smaller families, and the moving of members of the
younger generatlions to the cities, the number of Calvins
in the section has been considerably decreased, but the
annual reunion is still quite an event and bids falr to
contlnue so for a long time to come. However, the de-
scendants of Joshua Calvin have now spread throughout
the west, where 1in repeated cases bearers of the Calvin
name on 1nquiry'disclose the fact that thelr fathers or
grandfathers came from Mahoning or Portage Countiles,
Ohio. To cilte here only one illustration, Walter W.
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Calvin, a promlnent attorney at law of Kansas City,
Missourl, 1s the grandson of Joshua Calvin of .Williams
and Portage Counties, Ohlo, but who was born in Loudoun
Co., Virginia. On investigation, 1t 1is clearly estab-
lished that Joshua's father was David Calvin, one of the
sons of the patriarch Joshua Calvin who headed the Cal-
vins of Portage and Mahoning Counties, Ohio. David Cal-
vin was born in New Jersey in 1775 and -accompanled hils
parents as a boy to Virginia in 1787. He grew up and
married in Virginia, where his first son, Joshua, was
born in 1802, and the famlly moved to Portage County,
Ohio, in 1804 as previously related, David having been
the first of the sons of the elder Joshua to make the
move from Virginia to Ohlo. Wsalter W. Calvin, the
Kansas Clty attorney, is thus a great great grandson of
Joshua Calvin of the five New Jersey brothers, and a
great great great grandson of the immigrant Luther Cal-
vin of Hunterdon County, New Jersey.

The genealogy of the numerous descendants of
Joshua Calvin, so far as determlined, is to be found in
Part II hereof and to avoid duplication they will not be
considered 1n detail here. For much of the data regard-
ing them, including & good part of the above historical
account of Joshua and his famlly, the writer is indebted
to the late R. L. Calvin of Youngstown, Ohio, a great
great grandson, who complled a great deal of information
regarding the famlly, and to Alvin M. Day of Deerfleld,
Ohio, a great grandson of Joshua and grandson of Mahlon
Calvin, and who, now nearly 80 years old, recalls inter-
esting tales and remlnlscences which as a boy he heard
related by the early ploneers from Virginia.

12. Stephen Calvin of Hunterdon County,
New Jersey, and Hls Probable Son, Captaln
Luther Calvin, and Descendants.

Reference has already been made to the Stephen
Calvin who was an applicant for land 1n Hunterdon County,
New Jersey, in 1735 and to the probability that he was a
brother of Luther Calvin and one of the Huguenot immi-
grant party. Nothing further of a definite character 1s
known of him, although the Stephen Calvin who helped take
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inventory of an estateée in Hunterdon County in 1784 may
have been the same man 1n his old age. However, in par-
tial confirmstion of the belief that this early Stephen
Calvin of Hunterdon County was probably one of the Hugue-
not immigrant group who settled in the Delaware River
Valley, one of his supposed descendants (the late George
B. Calvin of McDonough County, Ill.) stated that his
"great great grandfather came from France some time in
1700 to New Jersey," and as tending to indicate that
Stephen was a brother or at least a close relative of
the immigrant Luther Calvin of Hunterdon County, 1t 1s
signhificant that Luther named one of his sons Stephen,
while 1n turn one of the early Stephen's supposed sons
was named Luther. PFurthermore the names Luther and
Stephen appear repeatedly among the descendants of both
lines. As heretofore set forth, it was probably this
supposed lmmigrant Stephen Calvin whose name was taken
by the Delaware Indian of that name. In fact 1t has
been suggested that the white Stephen may have been
"Rev." Stephen Calvin, part farmer and part missionary
to the Indians, and that the adoption of the Calvin name
by the Indians had its origin in hls missionary activi-
ties among them. This 1s quite plausible, but of course
can only be noted as conjecture.

No officilal record has been found of the ﬁhrriage
or children of the presumed immigrant Stephen Calvin,
but clrcumstances make 1t a reasonable conjecture that
he was the father of the noted frontiersman, Captain
Luther Calvin of Romney, Virginia, Washington County,
Pennsylvania, and Mason County, Kentucky.

Considerable information regarding Stephen's
supposed son, Captaln Luther Calvin, is to be found in
the Draper Manuscript Collection held by the Wisconsin
State Library at Madison, Wisconsin, This collection of
unpubllished manuscripts contalns much data regarding the
early ploneers who settled the middle west, and Captaln
Luther Calvin, who finally made his home in Mason Co.,
Kentucky, received a good deal of attention, there being
also included interviews with several of his descendants.
From data 1n this Draper Collection it appears certain
that thils Luther was a native of New Jersey, born in
1747, and careful consideration leads to the conclusion
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that Stephen Calvin, the presumed Huguenot immigrant,
was hils probable father, 1t being particularly signifi-
cant in this connection that Captain Luther named his
own first son Stephen, thus supposedly following the
practice of the time by which the first boy of the fami-
1y was generally given the name of his paternal grand-
father.

Captain Luther Calvin was first married, appar-
ently about 1768 in New Jersey, to Priscilla La Forge
(La Farge?), very likely one of the French Huguenot la
Farge family who are known to have settled in the Dela-
ware River Valley some time after 1700, (Fosdick, "French
Blood in America"). Evidently soon after hls marriage
Luther moved from New Jersey to near Romney 1n Hampshire
County, Virginia, (now West Virginia), on the south
branch of the Potomac River, and a granddaughter, Mrs.
Sarah {Conrey) Riley, 1s quoted in the Draper Manuscripts
as saylng that her mother, Luther's flrst child also
named Sarsh, was born in 1769 in "the Potomac country,"
another descendant identifying this as the Romney sec-
tion.

Luther apparently remained 1n the Romney nelgh-
borhood only a few years, however, although his first
son, 3tephen, born April 23, 1772, was probably also
born there. ZEvidently some time before or during the
early days of the Revolutlon, Luther removed with his
family to western Pennsylvanis (then claimed by Virginia),
and Virginia records show that one "Lowther Colvan" ren-
dered mllitary service "in the western region" under
Captain George Rogers Clark and was paild off at Ft. Pitt
(now Pittsburgh) on October 4, 1775, after a service of
200 days. Virginia havling surrendered her clalim to the
western Pennsylvania region in 1780, we next find record
of Luther Calvin in the Pennsylvania Archives, his name
correctly spelled, appearing in the 1list of "Rangers who
served on the Frontier between 1778 and 1783." The Penn-
sylvania tax lists for Washington County also show
"Luther Calvin" a resident of Fallowfield Township in
that county in 1781, and in October, 1781, he was listed
a8 a private 1n the Washington County militia. After
thls date no further record can be found of him in Penn-
sylvania, but significantly enough in 1785 we next find
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Luther Calvin and family down the Ohio River in Mason
County, Kentucky, where he was a leading settler, experi-
enced Indlan campalgner, and assoclate of Simon Kenton
and Danlel Boone. The clear inference that this was the
Luther Calvin from Washington County, Pennsylvania, Rom-
ney, Virginla, and New Jersey, 1s confirmed by his grand-
daughter, Mrs. Sarah (Conrey) Riley, and his grandson,
Perry Calvin, who state that their grandfather, before
coming to Mason County, Kentucky, lived on the Redstone
or Monongahela River of Pennsylvania, on the west bank
of which Fallowfield Township of that county 1s located.
It seems undoubted, therefore, that Captain Luther Cal-
vin was a Revolutlonary soldier.

In Mason County, Kentucky, where Luther Calvin
seemingly arrived in February, 1785, he was one of the
leading men of the new community, and as a friend and
assoclate of both Simon Kenton, the founder of the Mason
County settlements, and Daniel Boone, the Kentucky
"Pathfinder," he took a prominent part in various expe-
ditions against the Indians across the Ohio into what
was then still "Indlan country." On one such occasion
in 1787, as recounted in Edna Kenton's Life of Simon Ken-
ton, an exchange of prisoners was arranged with the
Shawnee Indians of the Ohio Country, the meeting place
with the Indlan chieftans for this purpose having been

“at Limestone (now Maysville, present county seat of
Mason County, Kentucky). After describlng the agreement
for the exchange, Miss Kenton continues:

"The Indlans also brought back horses which
they offered to surrender, but Kenton and
Boone (for some reason) declined to recelve
them. Trouble began, however, when Mrs.
McGuinness! mare was recognized, for Luther
Calvin swore 'he would have the mare 1f he had
to scalp every Indian there to effect it.'!
Kenton and Boone acted quickly; they bought
the mare from the Indlans at the price of a
keg of whiskey and in full view of both shores
swam it over the river and delivered 1t up to
the widow."

In April, 1792, a punitive expedition 1nto the
Indlan country north of the Ohio River was organlzed by
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the Kentucky settlers, under command of Simon Kenton,
which was known as the Little Miami Expedition. Having
located the Indlan camp which proved to be a large one,
it was nevertheless declded to attack. Miss Kenton's
story of the ensulng fight proceeds:

"From the beginning of the trip, Luther Cal-
vin had been mourning the loss of two horses,
and Whiteman and Washburn proposed to ease his
soreness by creeping up on the Indian pound
they had discovered and takling two out of 1t.
Kenton assented 1f they could recognige the
horses and get them off without noise. This
they did and Calvin's son James and one other
were statloned with all the horses while the
others divided into three parties, Kenton com-
manding one, McIntire another, and Calvin the
third. Again strict orders were glven that no
man was to flre before the signal, and 'Boone!
was gilven as the watchword. Then the three
detachments moved along the low ridge to make
their attack simultaneously from right, left,
and center,

Unfortunately, Kenton's center division had
not reached its place and completed the semi-
circle before the bark of a dog aroused an
Indlan, who sprang up and advanced a little to-
ward the fire. The temptatlion was too much;
Calvin heard the tick of his men's rifles 1n
rapld successlon as they cocked them, and, de-
sirous of saving their fire, himself fired and
shot the Indian dead, It was signal enough,
and firing began all along the broken line.

The Indians yelled and began to return the shots.
* ¥ *

Kenton told Judge James that the fight lasted
about three and a half hours, but that it was
only sporadic fighting for 1t began long before
daylight, thanks to Calvin's premature fire.
Although they inflicted severe damage on the
Indians, the Americans thought they heard rein-
forcements coming to their foes and retreated
back across the rlver with the loss of two men.
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Almost the only thing at which Washington
(one of the Mason County settlements) laughed
without malice during the next few days was
Luther Calvin's involuﬁtary lapse from warrior
to land locator when, creeping up in the night
on hls hands and knees to his appolnted place,
he grabbed up & hardful of 1light rich bottom
8011 and whispered to those near him: 'This is
mighty good land.'"

A more detalled descriptlion of this expedition,
in a somewhat humorous vein, 1s to be found in Collins'!
History of Kentucky, which adds that the Indians in this
fight were under the command of the celebrated Tecumseh,
then a young chileftan.

Acéording to data in the Draper Manuscripts, both
3tephen and James Calvlin, sons of Captaln Luther Calvin,
took part in thils expedition, Stephen with his father's
detachment and James with the boys assigned to take
charge of the recaptured horses. The Draper papers also
tell of another adventure with the Indians in which
young Stephen figured, as follows:

"When out assisting in surveying, Stephen
Calvin with others were sples. Whlle eating
dinner heard turkies calllng on a rildge. Were
susplcious lest 1t was Indians. Calvin and
one Murray went out together and were passing
over a bottom when several Indians concealed
shot. Murray fell dead. Others of the survey-
‘ing party had also started off and comlng upon
some turkies had fired at them at about the
same time that the Indians fired on Calvin and
Murray, and so the other whites supposed the
two latter were also shootlng turkies, hence
did not go to their relief. Calvin fled to the

~ creek near by and jumped down the bank, and in
place of golng down the creek in the genersal
directlon he was going, he turned about and ran
up under the bank & short distance and concealed
himself in some driftwood from which he could
see the Indians scalping Murray and could have
shot them but desisted. ©Some of the Indians
pursued and took down the creek. Calvin ran
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off, took a great circle, and at night came

to camp. The surveyors there--some of them . had
been fired at too and had found Murray's body--
and as Calvin approached they challenged him as
to who he was. He sald Calvin. They sald they
dldn't believe 1t as they knew from the number
of guns fired that Calvin must have been killed,
if not, at least taken, but after consilderable
parleying, he was suffered to come to camp."

Iuther Calvin was apparently justly entitled to
the title of Captain by which he was generally later
known, as the Draper papers lndicate that he held a com-
' mission appolnting him to that rank, the orlginal of
which was said in 1863 to have been in possesslon of a
young lawyer 1ln Maysville, Kentucky, named Stanton. By
whom the commission was issued does not appear.

In personal appearance, Captain Luther Calvin
was sald to have been a man of medium height, & feet, O
or 10 inches, erect, and weighing about 170-75 pounds.
His wife Priscilla having died, he was remarried on
December 1, 1802, to Ruth Corwine, a widow, by whom,
however, he had no further children. He was the owner
of a valuable plantation near the town of Washington in
Mason County, to which he added from time to time and 1s
said during his lifetime never to have sold any land ac-
quired there. He was a member of the Baptist Church and
was described by an early Mason County resident (A.
Beatty) as a "highly worthy citlzen and among my most
esteemed friends."” Although his name was sometimes mis-
takenly entered in Mason County records as Colvin, this
was assuredly an error and Luther always signed his name
clearly as Luther Calvin in a good hand. The Mason
County Archives contain an interesting Indenture of Ap-
prenticeship made by Luther Calvin on Octobér 12, 1818,
and duly recorded, from which it appears that one Jull-
ana Green had been apprenticed tn him for 12 years "to
learn the trade and mystery of housewife." It 1s to be
hoped that the period stated was adequate for the pur-
pose.

Captain Luther Calvin died on his plantation in
Mason Co., Kentucky, in October, 1831, at the age of 84.
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By his will dated October 6, 1831, and to be found in
Mason County records, he gave his plantation to hils son-
in-law, John Crosby and Nancy Crosby (Luther's daughter)
who he stated had tolled for his support in his o0ld age.
He also made bequests to his sons Stephen and James, to
his daughter Sarah Connery, to "Jane Calvin, the widow
of Joseph Calvin" (relationship not stated), and to sev-
eral grandchildren, namely Henry and Anne Calvin, Andrew
Jackson Crosby and Mary Ann Priscilla and 3ally Crosby.
The last two received most of hils household furniture
and books. To his son Stephen he gave "one bay mare
rising four years old, known to be a volunteer strain,
to him and his helrs forever." It is to be feared, how-
ever, that this horse is now no longer available to
Stephen's heilrs., Stephen evidently resided at the time
across the Ohio Rlver in Brown Co., Ohlio. To his son
James, Captalin Luther gave one dollar stating that this,
"with what I have heretofore given him I consider to be
his part of the estate."

Luther does not seem to have mentioned all his
children in his will. According to his grandson, Dr.
J. N. Russell of Maysville, Luther Calvin had 12 chil-
dren: Sarah, Stephen, James, Mary, Nancy, Joseph, Amos,
Vincent, Iumther, Priscilla, Mason, and Elizabeth. How-
ever, ILuther's oldest son, Stephen, left a memorandum
which contained seven names, as follows:

"Stephen Calvin, born April 23, 1772,
James Calvin, born December 20, 1773,
Joseph Calvin, born April 13, 1777,
Abraham Calvin, born April 5, 1779,
Vincent Calvin, born April 10, 1781,
Prigcilla Calvin, born May 10, 1783,
Luther Calvin, born July 26, 1785."

This memo was in possession of Stephen's son
Perry when the latter was interviewed by Dr. Draper in
1863, Stephen being then deceased. There was no heading
to the data and as a 1list of Captaln Luther's children
1t was obviously Incomplete, since for example, 1t omit-
ted Sarah (born 1769) who was Stephen's older sister and
Captaln ILuther's first child, and likewlse falled to in-
clude Stephen's sister Nancy Calvin who married John
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Crosby. Possibly Stephen's memo was made merely to set
down the birth dates of those of the family which were
known to him. Two of those who were lncluded i1n the
memo, Joseph and Vincent Calvin, may have been sons of a
brother of Captaln Luther. These tw¢ are definltely
known to have been brothers and one of Vincent's sons,
John A. Calvin of Cass Co., Indlana, is quoted in the
Draper manuscripts as stating that his grandfather (name
not given) and Captaln Luther were brothers and had both
lived in the Romney reglion on the south branch of the
Potomac River. However, all other evidence avallable is
in conflict with this statement and tends to confirm the
view that Dr. Russell was correct in listing Joseph and
Vincent as sons of Captain Luther. Dr. Russell's list of
12 children, however, was apparently lncorrect in one
respect, since it omitted the name of Abraham and includ-
ed that of Amos Calvin, who was a grandson, not a son,
of Captain Luther. Although the names of Captain
Luther's children therefore cannot be given with cer-
tainty, the writer is disposed to acoept Dr. Russell's
list, with substitutlion of Abraham for Amos., See also
Part II, Capt. Luther Calvin (61%4).

Stephen Calvin, Luther's oldest son, was married
in Mason County, Kentucky, on October 4, 1795, to
"Susannah Ralston" according to Mason County records.

In the Draper papers his wife's name is spelled "Rollin-
son" with lines afterwards drawn through the letter "n"
to make 1t "Rollison." Some time after his marrlage,
Stephen moved across the Ohlio River to Brown County,
Ohio, where he lived with hls family for a good many
years, and where his children grew to maturity. However,
in 1833, his sons Perry and David and a grandson,
Ralelgh Bell Calvin, having removed to Edgar County,
Illinois, Stephen and his wife also transferred their
home there. Stephen died in Edgar County, Illinois,
June 20, 1846, at the age of 74. His wife, Mrs. Susan-
nah Calvin, dled at the home of her son Perry in Edgar
County, November 25, 1861, at the age of 86. According
to the Draper papers, Stephen Calvin was tralned to the
use of & gun from early youth, and was fond of woods and
gun all hils 1i1fe. It was sald the older he got the bet-
ter he 1liked wild game and would go deer hunting nearly
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up to the time of his death. A History.of Brown County,
Ohio, states that "Stephen Calvin was voluable in Speech
gnd was put to work selling town lots in Ripley in
1819." The Draper papers indicate that Stephen was &
blg man, nearly six feet tall, welghing about 200 pounds,
with "head as white as wool in his old age."

Stephen and Susannah (Rollison) Calvin had eleven
children, including seven sons named David, Amos, John,
Vincent, Williem, Perry, and Timothy D. Of these Amos
(b. 1803), remained in Ohio where he died in Brown Co.
in 1875, while Timothy D., the youngest, located in the
present Brown Co., Indiana, where descendants are still
to be found. As already noted, David and Perry Calvin
settled in Edgar Co., Illlnois, as did also later thelr
father and mother and Stephen's grandson, Ralelgh Bell
2nd, the latter's father having died in Brown Co., Ohio,
shortly after hils marriage to Stephen's daughter Eliza-
beth. This first Raleigh Bell Calvin evidently belonged
to an entirely different Calvin family which may have
come from North Carolina. See also Part II, Ellzabeth
Calvin (632). Stephen's son John apparently also went
to Edgar Co., Illinols, in 1829, but later seems to have
moved elsewhere with his famlly, location not learned.
Finally, Sterhen's son William likewlse removed from Ohilo
to Edgar Co., Illinois, locatling in the eastern part of
the county near the Indlana line.

Thus was established 1n Edgar Co., Illinois, what
became a numerous Calvin family group, a considerable
number of whose descendants continue to reside there to-
day. David Calvin's son, 8. Wilson Calvin (b. 1834), be-
came a merchent in nearby Paris, Illinois, end David's
daughter Susan (b. 1843) married Robert K. Collins and
"died at Johnson City, Tennessee, in 1940 at the advanced
age of 97. Perry Calvin had a dsughter, Oka Calvin
(b. 1861), who for many years was a teacher in the Chi-
cago Public Schools and dled unmarried a few years ago.
She furnished the wrilter with much of his data regarding
the descendants of 3tephen Calvin. The fact that Raleilgh
Bell Calvin, 2nd, had fifteen children contributed ma-
terially to the growth of the Edgar County group. Most
of the Edgar County Calvins were farmers as was thelr an-
cestor Stephen, but as already n>ted some of them have
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engaged in business or professional 1ife in nearby Paris
and elsewhere. One of the junlor Raleigh Bell Calvin's
grandsons, Rev. Ross Calvin (born 1889), after graduat-
ing from Harvard Unlversity with degrees of A.M. and
Ph.D., entered the Episcopasl ministry and became Curate
of Trinity Church in New York Cilty, but for reasons of
health removed to New Mexico, where he now resides wilth
his family at Clovls and 1s Rector of the St. James
Cherzl in that city. After locating 1n New Mexico, Dr.
Calvin became much Interested 1n the region and 1s the
guthor of the interesting book Sky Determines, which is
an exceptlonally well written interpretation of New
Mexlco and 1ts romantic early hilstory. Hls wife, Mrs.
Grace {Van Deurs) Calvin, has shown much talent in color-
1ng with oill palnt numerous artistic photographs of New
Mexican desert and mountaln scenes. A col’ection of
these has been i1ssued under the name of "The Rector Pilc-
tures."

Ceptain Luther Calvin's second son, James (1773-
1839), was probably the James Calvin or Colvin shown by
the records of Mason County, Kentucky, to have married
Nancy Cartmill on September 1, 1793. He later served in
the War of 1812 and after 1living for many years in Brown
County, Ohlo, removed about 1825 to Johnson County,
Indiana, where he died in 1839. He had twelve children,
comprising seven sons named Luther, John, James, Samuel,
Thomas, Joseph, and Hiram, and five daughters, Nancy,
Mary, and three others. His eldest son, Luther, estab-
lished hils home in the northern part of Brown County,
Indiana, where descendants may still reside. A son of
Luther was one John Calvin who lived near him in Brown
County, and who was born in Brown County, Ohic, February
19, 1823, Luther's former home. According to a local
county history John Calvin served through the Mexlican War
and later also during the Civil War, in which latter he
was commissioned 1st Lieutenant in the 82nd Indiana
Volunteer Regiment, taking part in the battles of Mis-
slonary Rldge, Lookout Mountdin, Chickamauga, and Stone
Fiver. He died in Brown County, Indiana, in 1870. His
son, John W. Calvin (born 1852), was a farmer in adjacent
Johnson County, Indlana, and had sons, Omer Thomas (Db.
1882) and George H., and a daughter Ida Blanche (b. 1883).
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Another son of Luther Calvin was Jackson Calvin (b. 183%)
who also served with the Unlon Army during the Civil War,
later marrylng and migrating with his family to Linn
County, Kansas, where he died in 1887 and where many
descendants now reside., A grandson, Forrest 0. Calvin,
is head of the Calvin Company of Kansas Clty, Missouri,

a well-known advertising firm. The latter's brother,
Clarke L. Calvin, 1s at present (194%4) on the technical
staff of the Douglas Aircraft Co. at Santa Monica, Cali-
fornia. See also Part II. -

‘James Calvin's second son, John, moved to Knox-
ville, Marion County, Iowa, and two of James' daughters,
Mrs. Nancy (Calvin) Titus and Mrs. Mary (Calvin) Phil-
lips, resided in Edgar County, Illinois, near their
cousins David and Perry, sons of their uncle Stephen
Calvin. James' son Samuel (1800-1866), moved in 1836 to
McDonough County, Illinois. He had six children, all of
whom died without 1ssue except hls son George B. Calvin
(b. 1836) who had two sons, Samuel (b. 1859) who engaged
in business in Chicago, and William Everett (b. 1872);
and four daughters, Mary, Phoebe, Ida, and Edlth Calvin,
the flrst two of whom were teachers.

Hiram Calvin, James' youngest son, was married
1n Ohio and seems to have lived for a time in Cinclnnati,
but in 1856 moved to Wayne County, Illinois. His son,
Dr. J. J. Calvin, born in Cincinnati in 1826, was mar-
ried in 1856 to Catherine Wlse, a niece of Governor Wise
of Virginia. Dr. Calvin, after living for some time in
Wayne County, Illinois, where his father had established
hls home, moved to Jasper County, Illinois, where he
practiced mediclne and engaged in farming. He had three
sons, William C., James, and Charles H., and a daughter,
Annie M. Calvin.

Supposedly Captain Luther Calvin's third son was
Joseph Calvin, who according to Stephen Calvin's memoran-
dum was born April 13, 1777. A History of Brown Co.,
Ohlo, states that Joseph Calvin came to that county from
Kentucky some time before 1805 and settled on White Oak
Creek in what was then a part of Clermont Co., Ohio. The
records of Clermont County show that Joseph Calvin was
married on January 1, 1805, to Janet Wardlaw, a native
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of Rockbridge County, Virginla, and daughter of Robert
Wardlaw who owned 1,500 acres of land on White Osk Creek
and was the flrst white settler in that sectlon, having
moved there with his family in 1800 from Harrison County,
Kentucky, where he had gone from Virginia six years
earlier. Joseph Calvin seems to have become a leading
citizen and after his section became a part of Brown Co.,
in 1817, he was elected County Trustee of the latter
county in 1823 and again 1n 1826. He died in Brown
County, Ohlo, on Sept. 26, 1831. It was undoubtedly his
widow "Jane" Calvin, as Janet was often called, who was
mentioned in the will of Capt. Luther Calvin the follow-
ing month--October, 1831, as recounted heretofore.
Joseph and Janet (Wardlaw) Calvin had ten children:
Sarah, Saphronia, James, Hugh, Mary, Albert and Nancy
(twins), Robert, Luther, and Jane.

This latter James Calvin, eldest son of Joseph,
was born in Brown County, Ohlo, in 1811, Leaving there
in 1856 or 1857, he located first near Ottumwa(?), Iowa,
but after about a year moved to Cherokee County, Kansas,
where he engaged in farming for many years, but eventual-
ly sold his property there and bought a farm near West
Plains, Missouri, where he died in 1881. His wife,
Mathilda (lakin) Calvin was a descendant of Josuph Lakin
of Frederick County, Maryland, who settled tHere in 1683
on land said to have been recelved by grant from the King
of England. This anclent document is reported to be
still in possession of Lakin descendants as 1s also the
land covered by the grant so that the property has been
owned by the Lakin family for 260 years. James and
Mathilda (Lakin) Calvin had nine children, four sons and
five daughters. Thelr sons David T. (1838-1879) and
Franklin Pierce Calvin (1853-1917) both settled in Law-
rence County, Missourl, where they died. The latter's
son Archibald G. Calvin 1s now engaged in business in
Los Angeles, Californla, while his sister, Mrs. Aris
(Calvin) McGowan, makes her home at Burbank, California.
Another daughter of Franklin P. Calvlin 1s Mrs, Lucllle
(calvin) Higgins who 1s a resident of McAllen, Texas,
and who has done much research into the Calvin family
history which she has kindly made available to the writ-
er. '



STEPHEN CALVIN OF N.J. AND DESCENDANTS 85

Abraham Calvin, presumed to have been the fourth
son of Captaln Luther Calvin, was married in Mason Co.,
Kentucky, on Dec. 11, 1797, to Susannah Sidwell, and
later removed to Brown Co., Ohio, where he died in 1819.
Nothing definite has been learned regarding his descend-
ants.

Vincent Calvin, supposedly the fifth son of Cap-
tain Luther Calvin, 1s listed in Stephen Calvin's memo-
randum as having been born on April 10, 1781. According
to a Brown County History, Vincent Calvin came from Ken-
ton's Station, Kentucky, on Christmes Day, 1807, and lo-
.cated on White Oak Creek near hls brother Joseph, Vin-
cent was twlice marrlied and had sons named lewis and John
A. and deaughters Anna and Elizabeth, all born in Ken-
tucky. Of the two sons, John A. Calvin settled in Cass
County, Indiana. His brother Lewils, born in 1801, mar-
ried Zens Graham, and was & prosperous farmer, owning a
500-acre farm in Washington Township of Brown County, O.
He served as County Trustee in 1827, but later removed
to adjoining Clermont County, Ohlo, where he died in
1878. His son Newton (1831-1898) married Asenath Pang-
burn, a second cousin, who was a granddaughter of Sarsh
(Calvin) Conrey and great granddaughter of Captain Luther
Calvin. Newton Calvin settled with his famlly near
Edinburg, Indiana, a short distance south of Indlanapo-
lis. -He was the father of Edgar Eugene Calvin (1858-
1938) who became a nationally prominent railroad execu-
tive. Starting as a railway telegraph operator in Indi-
ana in 1875, Edgar E. Calvin later transferred to the
Union Pacific Railway, with which company he became a
train dispatcher and thereafter steadlly advanced to one
Important executlive position after another. TFrom 1905
to 1913 he was Vice Presldent and General Manager of the
Southern Pacific Company; from 1913 to 1916 Vice Presi-
dent and General Manager of the Oregon Short Line; and
on July 1, 1916 he was elected Presidert of the Unlon
Paclflc Rallroad. Durling the Federal Government control
of the railways at the time of the first World War, he
was Federal Manager of the Union Pacific and several
other western lines. He retired in 1928 at the age of
70 and established his home in Los Angeles, where he
died in 1938. His sons Francis and Herbert H. Calvin
now reside In Los Angeles. Hils widow, Mrs. Alida Frances
Calvin, and daughters Nellie Grace and Mrs. James B.
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Austin, are residents of Los Angeles, whlle the home of
another daughter, Mrs. George N. lLawrence, 1s 1n Salt
Lake Cilty, Utah.-

Information gathered regarding Captain Luther
Calvin's other children and their descendants is rather
limited, although some of the descendants still live in
Mason Co., Kentucky, and vicinlty. Luther's son and
namesake, Luther, Jr., died unmarried in Mason County in
1809, leaving no descendants. Captaln Luther's first
child, his daughter Sarsh, married John Conrey in Masson
County on February 15, 1789, and their daughter, Mrs.
Sarah {(Conrey) Riley, was living in her old age in 1863
wlth her son, Rev. A. J. Rlley at Terre Haute, Indiana.
Conrey was a Revolutlonary soldler who came to Mason
County after the war from New York state., Captain
Luther's daughter Nancy married John Crosby, as already
noted. Descendants still mske their homes 1n Mason
County, Kentucky.

Early records of Mason County, Kentucky, also
show the names of various other Calvins or Colvins who
were not members of Captain Luther Calvin's family. One
of these, Stephen Calvin, who marrled Luclnda Carr in
February, 1797, with Luther Calvlin signing the marrilage
bond, may have been a cousin of the latter, asg previous-
ly suggested 1in Chapter 11. Margaret Colvin who married
Thomas Stout November 7, 1789, and Fielding Colvin who
married Elizabeth Whipps February 10, 1813, were evident-
ly children of William and Marah Colvin, early residents
of Mason County who are believed to have come to Mason
County from Virglinia via western Pennsylvanla. They will
be considered hereafter in connection with the Calvins of
Virginia and western Pennsylvania. There was also a
George Calvin who married Christlina Justlice on December
17, 1794, and James Calvin who married Catron (Cathe-
rine?) Giddings on April 12, 1803. The first named can-
not be 1ldentlfled but the latter 1s probably the James
Calvin shown by the 1850 Census as then a resident of
ad joining Adams County, Ohlio, aged 73, wife Catherine,
born in North Carolina.

It thus appears that New Jersey, Virginia and
North Carolina all contributed Calvins to the early Mason
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County, Kentucky, settlements. The entrance of North
Carolina into the picture also possibly explains the
origin of one "Rawleigh" (Ralelgh?):Calvin, who is shown
by Mason County records to have been assigned to road
"work in 1809 and was later witness to a marrlage there
in 1814, T'"Rawleigh" Calvin's name is, of course, sug-
gestlve of North Carolina, and he may have been a brother
of the above mentioned James from that state. The
Raleigh Bell Calvin who marrled Stephen Calvin's daughter
Elizabeth may have been a son of one of these two. When
and how they happened to come to Mason County has not
been learned. There vwere several famlllies of Calvins in
North Carolina who willl be considered later herein. The
name Ralelgh, thus 1ntroduced into early Mason County,
‘seems to have appealed to other famllles there, and the
name, variously spelled Ralelgh, Rolly, and Rolla, ap-
pears in another early Calvin family in that section.

13. The Chester County, Pennsylvania,
Calving or Colvins and Thelr Descendants.

As heretofore related, the early tax records of
Chester Co., Pennsylvania, near Philadelphia, for the
year 1734, show the name of one John Colvin, and refer-
ence has already been made to the probability that this
name was really Calvin and that John may have been one of
the Huguenot refugee group from France by way of England,
of which Luther, Stephen, and Phllip Calvin of Hunterdon
County, New Jersey, are believed to have been members.
The Chester County records for 1734 indicate that John
was then a married resldent of New London Township, and
he appears again in the lists for the following year 1735
but with the name spelled Calvin. In 1737 his name 1is
1isted as Colven; in 1739 as Calven, and in 1740 again
as Calvin, at which latter time he had evidently moved
to East Nottingham Townshlp of the same county. The
lists are missing for the next six years, but John Calvin
i1s shown agalin in East Nottingham in 1747 and 1749, while
in the latter year there 1s also record of the 1ssue to
John Caelvin of a warrant for 20 acres of land in Chester
County. Although the spelling of names in these early
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tax 1ists 1s not to be relied upon, 1t will be noted
that in these earlier records the spelling Calvin was
employed more frequently than that of Colvin, and was
rather significantly the form used 1n taking title under
the land warrant. It 1s true thdt the spelling Colvin
was frequently used later, and that the probate records
of 1766 show that John Colvin of East Nottingham died
intestate and that letters of administratlon were grant-
ed on June 17, 1766, to Elizabeth and Robert Colvin, pre-
sumebly his widow and son. It 1s also true that in
Elizabeth's later will, dated July 4, 1806, which the
present writer has examined at the Pennsylvanla Histori-
cal Soclety 1n Philadelphia, the name was clearly signed
by her as Elizabeth Colvin. However, the name of Robert,
the presumed son, appears 1in the Chester County tax
1lists with varied spellings. From 1756 to 1780 he i1s
listed as a land owner with the name shown successively
as Calvian, Colvin, Colven, Calven, Calvin, and then
agalin as Colvin, but during the Revolution Robert Calvin
was a Corporal in the Chester County militia in 1777.
The following year 1778 it was sgain Colvin, the militia
rolls contalnlng the names of Robt. Colvin, Sr., and
Robt. Colvin, Jr., in the same company. One is inclined
to suspect that the members of this family were them-
selves careless or indifferent as to the spelling of the
name, or that it was written Calvin or Colvin according
to the personal whim of the indlvidusl or the varylng
notlions of public officials as to the way it should be
spelled. However, the name seems with some relapses to
have gradually become settled as Calvin, and the probate
records show the death Intestate of Robert Calvin in
1782, and the granting of letters of administration to
Ester Calvin and John Henry Calvin, again very likely
his widow and son. The latter was probably the John
Calvin who served as a Fifer in the militla of adjoining
lLancaster County in 1780 during the Revolution, and
James Calvin, who served as a private in the same com-

pany, may have been either a brother of Robert or an-
other of his sons.

From other names appearing in the early Chester
County records between 1763 and 1780, it can be surmised
that the first John Calvin or Colvin of that county
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probably had sons named Robert, Samuel, James, and
William. Of these Robert died 1n Chester County in 1782
a8 above noted, while Wllliam seems to have moved to ad-
joining York County, Pennsylvanla, where he owned 273
acres of land between 1779 and 1783 and was a private in
the York County militia in 1779. What became of Samuel
does not appear, but James Calvin or Colvin, who was
described as a blacksmith and was first shown in the
Chester County records in 1763 as James Colvin (alsc the
spelling used when he was enrolled in the Chester County
militia in 1778), last appeared in the records there in
1779 and may be the James Calvin who served with the
Lancaster County militia in 1780 and again in 1781 with
the name written Colvin. There 18 no record of him in
Lancaster County after the latter year, but in 1782
James Calvin 1s listed as & resident of Rye Townshlp of
Cumberland County, Pennsylvanla, only to disappear from
the latter county before the Federal Census of 1790. The
Census of the latter year, however, lists a James Colvin
with a family of 9 in Washington County in western Penn-
sylvania, and other records of Washington County indicate
that this may have been the James of Chester County. The
Abstracts of Wills of Washington County include the will
of James Calvin (clearly the same man), dated March 6,
1796, and probated April 13, 1796, in which mention is
made of hls wife Christlana, and nine children, named
Robert, Mathew, Samuel, Christiana, Martha, Elizabeth,
James, Jane, and Deborah. In this willl the name was
clearly spelled Calvin, and the occupation of the tes-
tator was given as that of blacksmith, which it will be
recalled was. the occupation of the James Calvin of
Chester County. Furthermore, the names of the children
are 1n filve caeses those of the Chester County Calvins or
Colvins, Elizabeth having been the name of the wife of
the immigrant John, and the supposed mother of James.

" What became of the blacksmith's children, however, has
not been learned. See Part II, Chapter U4, James Calvin
(944).

Returning to Robert Calvin of Chester County,
Pennsylvania, who seems probably to have been the eldest
son of the immigrant John of that county, little is
known of Robert's famlly. In addltion to the supposed
son, John Henry Calvin, who was joint administrator of
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Robert Calvin's estate, 1t is assumed that Robert, Jr.,
was another son, and Hugh Colvin who served with the
Lancaster County Militia in 1776 may have been another.
According to the late Mathew Calvin of Hollidaysburg,
Pennsylvania, who sald he was a great grandson of Robert
Calvin of Chester County, the latter married a Hester
(Ester?) or Henriletta Ewing, and had yet another son,
named Mathew, who was born in 1773. This earlier Mathew
Calvin, despite the former confusion in the spelling of
hils femily name, apparently had no doubt 1t was really
Calvin, and with him ended any uncertainty as to the
spelling. Mathew moved, probably while a young man, to
Columbia County, Pennsylvania, where he is sald to have
been long a prominent citizen. He married Mary Hutchin-
son, daughter of Lieut. Samuel Hutchinson of the Revolu-
tlonary Continental Army and granddaughter of Captain
John Rutherford of Paxtang, near Harrisburg, who was &
company commander in the Continental Army of the Revolu-
tion.

Mathew Calvin and Mary (Hutchinson) Calvin had a
large family which the 1820 Census shows then comprised
s1x boys and seven girls, but of these the name of only
one boy, Samuel, has been learned with certainty. How-
ever, another of the sons may have been one John C. Cal-
vin, who later resided 1n Jefferson County, Pennsylvanila,
and whose son, Joseph A. Calvin (born 1806), settled in
Crawford County, Pennsylvania, where he engaged in farm-
ing near Hartstown. One of the latter's sons, Dr. Abner
C. Calvin (born 1854) was a graduate of Jefferson Medi-
cal College of Phlladelphia and was long a successful
practising physician in Crawford County, residing near
Meadville. Other descendants of Joseph A. Calvin are to
be found today 1in Crawford County, Pennsylvania, and in
nearby Youngstown, Ohlo.

The one son of Mathew Calvin of Chester and
Columbia Counties whose name has been definitely ascer-
talned by the wrilter was the Hon. Samuel Calvin, later a
leading citizen of Hollldaysburg, Pennsylvania. Born in
Columbia County 1n 1811 and educated at Milton Academy,
Samuel on leaving school took charge of Huntingdon ‘
Academy and was its principal nearly two years. He then
devoted himself to the study of law and after being
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admitted to the bar in 1836 located in Hollidaysburg,
where he practiced his profession for many years. 1In
1848 he was elected to the House of Representatives at
Washlngton on the Whig ticket, hls Congressional Dis-
trict consistling of Blair, Huntingdon, Mifflin, Juniata,
and Centre Counties. He was re-elected in 1850 and rep-
resented his district in the lower house of the National
Legislature with distinction during an illustrious peri-
od when Henry Clay, John C. Calhoun, Daniel Webster, and
Thomas E. Benton were noted figures in the Senate. On
completing his second term he returned to the practice
of law at Hollidaysburg with noted success. In 1873 he
was a Republlcan delegate at large to the Pennsylvania
State Constitutional Convention, and was for many years
President of the Hollidaysburg School Board. He had e
son named Mathew (heretofore mentioned), who was also a
lawyer 1n Hollldaysburg, and the latter's sons Samuel
and Mathew still 1live at that polnt.

14, Frank Calvin and the'Virginia Calvins and Colvins.

The earliest known record of an immigrant to
America who bore the Calvin name 1is to be found in Vir-
ginia, and dates back to the year 1654, During the
early days of the Virginia colony 1t was the practice to
encourage settlement .of the country by making land grams
to those who would bring colonists from England, 50
acres being usually given for each lndividual thus
brought over. The persons thus provided with transpor-
tatlon across the Atlantic were required to sign an in-
denture or contract agreeing in effect to reimburse the
landholder for thelr passage and expenses by working for
him for a period of years, usually 3 to 5 years, after
completing which they often took up lands for themselves,
wilth the opportunity of eventually becoming prosperous
plantation owners on thelr own account and later possi-
bly bringling over workers in thelr turn. Tobacco rals-
ing was the principal occupation and most of the workers
were so engaged. The Abstracts of early Virginia land
grants (Nugent's Cavaliers and Pidneers) show that on
June 10, 1654, John Walton and John Bognall received a
grant of 3,900 acres of land in Westmoreland County,
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Virginia, in return for transporting from England 78 per-
sons whose names are set forth in the grant., Included
1n the 1ist of .persons thus brought over appears the
name Fra. Calvin. Thils name 1s also to be found in
Greer's List of Early Virginia Immigrants, 1623-1666.
The abbreviation "Fra." was often then used for the name
Frank and was undoubtedly so Intended, but as this Cal-
vin immigrant was almost certainly a young French Hugue-
not refugee hls name very probably was really Francols
which had been converted into the English Frank. The
records of Rappahannock County, Virginia, adjacent to
Westmoreland County, show that one Peter C4lvin was wit-
ness to the will of Thomas Maddison, dated November 4,
1674. As there 1s no record of another early Calvin im-
migrant to that section, this may well be the Frank Cal-
vin who arrived 20 years earller. His name might in
fact have been Francois Plerre, translated into English
as Frank Peter, and that in Virginlas he was thus called
both Frank and Peter Calvin. However, as the immigrant
records list him as Frank, he will be so referred to
herein., Frank Calvin was evidently a young unmarried
mun at the time of his arrival in Virginia, as no wife
was listed, and one may surmise that his parents may
have fled from France to England during or following the
Huguenot Wars of 1621-1628, salthough as previously inti-
mated he may have descended from an even earller refugee.
As heretofore suggested, his ancestors may have come
from southern or western France--the home of the real
Calvins--but this can be no more than conjecture.

As the lands recelved by Walton and Bognall were
1n Westmoreland County, it is assumed that Frank Calvin
and the others of the party of 78 were settled upon the
property there. Thls was located on the south bank of
the Potomsc River near 1ts mouth, and only & short dis-
tance from Wakefield, where George Washington was to be
born 78 years later.

Although there 1s no record of Frank Calvin by
that name except that of his arrival in Virginia in 1654
under indenture with the Westmoreland County grantees
and apparently then unmarried, there are indications- that
he later found himself & wife and ralsed a famlly. Due
to destruction of many early Virginias records, nothing is



VIRGINIA CALVINS AND COLVINS 93

known regarding his marriage, the names of his children,
or the date of his death, but 1t may be surmised that he
had sons named John and Charles. The records of St.
Mary's County, Maryland, (immediately across the Potomac
River from Westmoreland County, Virginila) show that on
March 11, 1689, one John "Callvin" was witness to a will,
and 1in adjoining Charles County, Maryland, there is
record of the administration of the estate of John Cal-
vin in 1727, probably the same man. With no record of
any immigrant into Maryland at this early date bearing
the Calvin name, it would seem a reasonable conjecture,
consldering the proximity to Westmoreland County, Vir-
ginla, that we have here a son of the immigrant Frank
Calvin. Maryland records for Charles County also show
that one Nlcholas "Calven," possibly a son of the above
John, was witness to two wills there in 1713. Nothilng
further 1s known of him or his possible descendants.

Returning to the Virginia side of the Potomac,
the probate records of Westmoreland County, as collected
in Torrence's Virginia Wills and Administrations, show
that one Chas. Colvin died intestate in Westmoreland
County in 1725. This was 71 years after the arrival of
Frank Calvin, and as no record can be found of any other
immigrant into Virginia before the Revolution who bore
the name of elther Calvin or Colvin, 1t is agaln a rea-
sonable conjecture that the above Charles, with his name
entered as Colvin, was the son of our lmmigrant Frank.

Again nothing i1s known of the marrilage or chil-
dren of Charles Colvin or Calvin, but we learn from Tor-
rence that one John Colvin died in 1757 in King George
County, which edjoins Westmoreland County on the west,
and the inference 1s strong that thls John was a son of
Charles or of some other son of the Immigrant Frank
Calvin--possibly the John shown by the Maryland records.
Then, from the D. A. R. Lineage books, we find that one
Daniel Colvin, who later served during the American
Revolution from Culpepper County, Virginia, was born 1n
1737 in Essex County, Virginia, which 1s located immedl-
ately across the Rappahannock River from Westmoreland
County, and 1t seems probable that Danliel was a son
elther of the above John or of some other grandson of
the 1mmigrant Frank Calvin.
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Considerable fragmentary evidence is thus found
in Westmoreland and adjacent countles to indicate that
the immigrant Frank did indeed find himself a wife and
ralse a family. However, his supposed descendants did
not remain 1n Westmoreland and vicinity, with that re-
glon's malaria and rather thin soill, nor in the lower
Maryland counties, but began spreadlng west and south in
gsearch of more attractive locatlons. Some of them seem
to have adhered to the name Calvin, but others, notably
Daniel Colvin of Essex County and later of Culpepper
County, evidently settled upon the spelling of their
name as Colvin. Daniel Colvin ralsed a considerable
femily in Culpepper County, all of whom seem to have
generally continued the spelling Colvin slthough thelr
names were sometlmes entered in the public records and
military rolls as Calvins, which, if Daniel was a grand-
son of Frank Calvin of Westmoreland County as surmised,
was of course the correct name. During the Revolution
Daniel Colvin enlisted on November 14, 1779 for three
years or the duration of the war in General George
Rogers Clark's Expedition to the Illinols country. He
was then 42 years old. His son Mason Colvin, aged 19,
enlisted with him in the same company and for the same
period. Both Danlel and his son Mason served through
the campaign in Illinois and were discharged on their re-
turn in the latter part of 1781, theilr services being no
longer required. On some of the rolls thelr names were
entered as Calvin, although Colvin seems to have been
the usual spelling. From an application made in 1834 by
the helrs of Mason Colvin for land bounty based on his
Revolutionary service, 1t appears that Mason dled with-
out 1ssue but apparently had brothers named James; Nel-
son, William, and Gabriel. Of these William and James
may possibly have moved to western Pennsylvanla, as will
be seen later, but there are indications that some of
the Culpepper family group moved to Kentucky, and either
William or James or both may have gone there, as will be
noted hereafter in connectlon with the Kentucky Calvins.

In 1749 the Lord Proprietor of the Northern
Neck of Virginis granted 369 acres of land in Hampshire
County (now West Virginia) to one John Calvin, "of Fred-
erick County," which is in the Shenandosh Valley near
the juncture of the Shenandoah and Potomac Rivers. In
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this grant the name of the grantee was entered as "John
Colvill" but in later official records of Hampshire
County the name was clearly spelled Calvin, and it seems
likely that here agein we have a descendant (possibly a
grandson) of Frank, the Westmoreland County immigrant.
This John might have been a brother of Daniel Colvin of
Culpepper County or perhaps & son or grandson of the
John Calvin who died in Charles County, Maryland, in
1727 and who it 1s thought was probably & son of the im-
migrant Frank. Two sons of our John Calvin of Frederick
County, Virginla, named Vincent and Stephen Calvin, re-
slded in Hampshire County in 1771 when they were witness-
es there to a will., Vincent, who was apparently the
eldest son, 1s shown by Hampshire County records to have
inherited the above mentioned 369 acres of land "as son
and heir of John Calvin, deceased," being "the same land
which was granted to John Calvin i1n the name of John
Colv1ill of Frederick County by the Proprietor of the
Northern Neck in 1749." The conclusion that Stephen
Calvin was also a son of John 1s based on a statement by
George Washington Calvin of Boyd County, Kentucky, (a
great grandson of Stephen), to the effect that the lat-
ter had a brother Vincent in Hampshire County and there
being record of only one Vincent Calvin there at the
time., Furthermore, the county records tend to confirm
this conclusion as they show that Vincent and Stephen
were closely assoclated and that in 1775 Vincent trans-
ferred the land he had lnherlited to Stephen, hls pre-
sumed younger brother. After this transfer there is no
further record of Vincent in Hampshire Co., and he 1s
believed to have been the Vincent Calvin, as hereafter
related, who in 1778 was a resident of Washington County,
Pennsylvania, where he continued to live the rest of his
life.

Stephen Calvin remained in Hampshire County for
20 years after acquiring the land from Vincent, and his
name appears in the Virginis tax census of 1782 with a
family of elght percons and one negro. In 1795 Stephen
was one of the trustees of Hampshire County, but county
records show that in October of that same year he sold
the 369 acres he had acquired from Vincent two decades
earller, and hls descendant, George W. Calvin,lis gquoted
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as stating that Stevhen left Hampshire County 1n 1795 or
17¢6 and went west with his family, to locate in southern
Ohlo east of the present city of Portsmouth. He appar-
ently had six children in 1782 but George W. Calvin evi-
dently knew the names of only four, William, David, Abby,
and John. The last named, John, will be consildered
further hereiln in connection with the Kentucky Calvins.

The records of Hampshire County show that there
was a James Calvin resident in the Romney reglon in
February, 1773, who figured in a romantic episode which
is noted in the county records and 1s described at some
length 1n the published genealogy of the Kuykendall
Family. Apparently some time after 1760 there arrived
1n the Romney sectlon from New York one Jacob Kuykendall
and his young bride, Barbara (Decker) Kuykendall, both
descendants of Holland Dutch New Amsterdam families.
Shortly afterwards, young Kuykendall and two Virginians
left on a fur hunting trip across the mountains into the
then Ohio wilderness. They were quite successful but on
their return trip with a valuable lot of furs they were
surprised by Indians when only a day or two from thelr
homes 1n Hampshire County. The two Virginlans were
ki1lled and the Indians made off with the booty, taking
Kuykendall with them as prisoner. Years passed and Kuy-
kendall was thought to be also dead as white men prison-
ers of the Indlans usually escaped within a year or two
i{ still alive. Barbara was wooed and won by James Cal-
vin. More years passed. Then 1in 1773 to the consterna-
tion and amazement of those concerned, Kuykendall showed
up in Romney alive and well. He had for years been a
prisoner of the Indians far out in the Michigan country
under the famous chieftan Pontiac and during all of this
time had been anxiously looking forward to the day when
he could escapre and join his young wife agaln. His
feelings can be imagined when on hils eventual return he
found her the wife of another, with two or three young
children hanging to her skirts and calling James Calvin
their father. However, after much torment of soul he
declded to accept the situation fate had decreed and
signed a document fully releasing Barbara from her mar-
riage with him and accepting that with James Calvin.
This wes duly witnessed, recorded with the county court



VIRGINIA CALVINS AND COLVINS 97

and was evidently accepted as a legal divorce and legal-
ization of the marriasge to Calvlin, as shown by Hampshire
Co. records. Thls document, as quoted 1n the Kuykendsall
Genealogy, read as follows:

"To whom these presents may come or concern:
"Whereas my wife Barbara, formerly Barbara
Decker, hath some time left me, and hath inter-
married with James Calvin, I do hereby certify

that I do freely acquit the sald James &nd
Barbara from all trouble or damage by means of
their intermarriage, and consent that they may
dwell and cohablt together as man and wife
wlthout any 1nterruption from me.
"Given under my hand and seal this 19th day
of Feb'y., 1773.
Jacob Kuykendall."
Test. :
Sam Dew.
James Sullivan." ‘

Kuykendall i1s said to have returned heart-broken
to the Indians with whom he had 1llved so long and to
have married & daughter of Chief Pontisc. The origin of
this James Calvin has not been learned. There 1s no
further record of him in Hampshire County, and 1t seems
very likely that he left the Romney region with his
family soon after making good his claim to the falr
Barbara. He was quite possibly the James Calvin who was
in Westmoreland County, Pa., in May, 1776, and who later
located 1n Nelson County, Kentucky. See Chapter 16 con-
cerning the Kentucky Calvins.

Hampshire County, Virginia, (now West Virginia)
would seem to have held some sort of fascination for the
Calvins in 1ts early days, and beginning with the land
grant to John Calvin in 1749 for nearly a century there
were always one or more Calvin families resident there.
John's son Vincent left shortly after 1775, but mean-
while Capteln Luther Calvin had come from New Jersey
about 1768 as we have seen, and James Calvin who married
Barbara Kuykendall was there 1n 1773. Then Robert Cal-
vin and family arrived from New Jersey about 1780, fol-
lowed by his brother Joshua and his seven sons 1in 1786
or 1787. Joshua remained for 28 years but eventuaslly he
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and all of his sons moved on to settle in eastern Ohio,
and the sons of Robert probably also finally migrated
west. Therefore, despite the reglon's attraction tor
various early Calvin families, the Calvins do not seem
to have attached themselves permanently to the soll of
"0ld Hampshire," and the name so far as can be learned
1s no longer to be found there.

Ad jolning Hampshire County on the east is Fred-
erick County, Virginia, in the Shenandoah Valley, which
county was also the home of several early Calvin fami-
lies, although these seem to have been all of probable
Virginis origin. The Frederick County records show that
Joseph Calvin bought 360 acres of land there on March 6,
1744, from Joist Hite, an extensive early land owner,
and that this Joseph had a wife Martha in 1765. 1In the
year 1758 Joseph and Andrew Calvin were residents of
Frederick County, where on July 24, 1758, they voted for
George Washington when he was a candidate for election
to the Virginia colonial legislature known as the House
of Burgesses. Washington was then a young man of 26 and
this was hils first candidacy for public office. After
his successful electlon, Washington, with the methodical
care which characterized him, made a list in his own
handwriting of all those who had voted for him and for
his opponent, the secret ballot being then unknown. This
list, with the names arranged in alphabetical order, 1s
now preserved among the Washlington papers in the State
Department at Washington, D.C., and shows that Andrew
and Joseph Calvin both voted for him, the wirnning candi-
date. No further record can be found of Andrew Calvin
in Frederick County, but an Andrew Calvin, who may have
been the same man, was a Constable 1n Augusta County,
Virginia, in 1768, after which nothing further 1s known
of him. Joseph evidently remained in PFrederick County
but seems to have later adopted the spelling Colvin for
his name, as Joseph Colvin, with a family of 8, appears
in the 1782 Census for Frederick County, and from
Shenandoah Valley Ploneers it 1s notéd that Joseph Col-
vin lived on the Opequon River where a stone fort known
as Colvin's Fort was erected in the early days, 1t being
stated that Colvin became & prominent cltlzen in that
section. What relatlonship existed between Andrew,
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Joseph, and John Calvin of Frederick County has not been
learned. They may have been brothers and grandsons or
great grandsons of Frank Calvin of Westmoreland County
but this can be only surmise. Except as sglready indi-
cated with respect to John, nothing has been learned of
thelr descendants. )

Another of the earliest Calvin records in Vir-
glnia 1s to be found in Augusta County, from which 1t
appears that one James Calvin, evidently a Virginian,
was on April 27, 1740, & resident of New Castle, Province
of Pennsylvanla, (now New Castle, Delaware), where he,
with James, Wm., and David Trimble, executed their bond
on that date in favor of Valentin Henderson, whc later
brought sult against them in Augusta County. There 1s
indication that thls James Calvin may have been related
to the Trimbles by marriage. A possible son of James
was one Joseph Colven who i1n 1760-61 rendered military
service in King William County, Virginia, but later in
1768 resided in Augusta County, near Staunton. The Vir-
ginia Historical Magazine, Vol. 33, tells of a party of
emigrants who left Augusta County, Virginia, in October,
1784, for Kentucky, among whom was Joserh Colvin, re-
ferred to as a distant relative of the Trimble famlly,
and who may have been the Joseph from King william Coun-

ty.

i

In the year 1758 one William Calvin is shown by
" Virginia records to have recelved pay for military ser-
vice 1n Fairfax Co., a few miles across the Potomac Riv-
er from the present site of Washington, D.C. ©No further
record has been found of him in Falrfax County and he
may be the William Calvin or Colvin who in 1773 was re-
slding with his family in what is now Fayette County in
western Pennsylvania as hereafter set forth. He was un-
doubtedly of Virginla origin and Henry and William Cal-
vin who were married in nearby Fauquier County, Virginia,
in 1787 and 1788, as shown by the records of that county,
may have been sons or nephews.

Turning to another sectlon of Virginia, record
is found of a John and a William Calvin residing 1n
Lunenburg County, Virginia, in the year 1751, who may
have been brothers or more likely cousins of Daniel of
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Culpepper County, although Lunenburg County is in the
southern part of the state not far from the North Caro-
1ina border and separated by a considerable distance
from Westmoreland County. Church records show that John
Calvin resided in Cumberland parish of Lunenburg.County
in 1764, where he owned 400 acres of land. There is no
further record of him there, but there are indications
he may have left descendants i1n nearby Brunswick and
Greensville Countles, Virginla, and 1n Torrence's Wills
it is noted that one John Colvin dled intestate in Nor-
folk County, Virginia, in 1773, who may have been the
same man. T

William Colvin was in Lunenburg County 1n 1752,
where he and another occupled rented lands, but he is
believed to have moved later to Dinwiddie County, Vir-
ginia, near the city of Petérsburg, where William Colvin
and William Colvin, Jr., appear on the personal property
list for 1782, William Colvin, Sr., evidently died in
Petersburg, Virglnia, in 1784, his will, dated July 12,
1784, having been probated there on November 3 of that
year. In this will be mentioned his wife Elizabeth and
sons Willlam and Joseph, and gave the former of the boys
a sloop called "The Eminent." The younger William and
his brother Joseph continued to reside at Petersburg for
several years., William bought a town lot there in 1786
for 2,000 pounds of tobacco, later selling the lot for
£35. Joseph was married in 1790 to Elizabeth Wells of
Lunenburg County, after which nothing further is known
of him, but he may have moved to Alabama where several
unidentifled Calvin famlly groups settled at an early
.date, DNor has any further definite record been found of
William Colvin or Calvin, but he 1s believed to have
married and died in mliddle age. The 1820 Census of
Chesterfield County (adjoining Dinwiddie) shows the name
of Mary Ann Colvin and family, who are believed to have
been Willlam's wldow and children. The wldow later moved
with her family to Alabama, evidently before 1830, and
her descendants there have always spelled thelr name
Calvin, which, 1f they are descendants of Frank Calvin
of Westmoreland as seems likely, is, of course, the cor-
rect name.
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In considering the question whether these Cal-
vins or Colvins of southern Virginla, and indeed those
elsewhere in the state, were in fact descended from the
immigrant Frank Calvin, 1t should be remarked that the
almost hopeless confusion in the early Virginia records
which repeatedly show the same individuals entered first
as Calvins and then as Colvins, or vice versa, add to
the difficulty of followlng famlly lines, even when frag-
mentary records are found., It is to be remembered, nev-
ertheless, that there 18 no record found of any immigrant
into Virginia before the Revolution bearing the name of
either Calvin or Colvin except the Frank Calvin of West-
moreland previously mentioned. Notwithstanding tliis
fact, & considerable number of present-day Colvins whose
ancestors came from Virginia, including a rather numer-
ous famlly group of Colvins now resident in Loulsiana,
believe they are descended from the English Colvins as
distinguished from the French Huguenot Calvins. To
quote from the historian of the Loulsiana group, Mrs.
Rosa (Colvin) Barksdale of Shreveport, La.: "Seven Col-
vin brothers immigrated from England or Ireland to Ameri-
ca and settled in the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia
abouvt 1730, After a time they separated; one went north
into Pennsylvania; another west to Ohio; and two went
south to South Carolina. x x John Colvin, with his
wife Hennah Price, went to Craven County (now Chester
County), South Carolina,about 1751." The Louisiana Col-
vins are descended from this latter.

This story may be correct, but careful examins-
tion of the archlves in the Virginia State Library at
Richmond has falled to disclose any record of seven im-
migrant brothers named Colvin at the time indicated or
at any other time. The Virginia records of course are
not complete and do not contaln the names of all early
immigrants into the colony, but in default of some defi-
nite evidence to confirm the story, the possibility is
suggested that although there perhaps may have been
seven brothers 1n the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia at
an early date who spelled their names Colvin or Calvin,
they may not have been themselves immigrants but were
qulte conceivably grandsons of the Frank Calvin of West-
moreland County who arrived in Virginla in 1654, and
whose presumed descendants as we have seen spread
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westward to Culpepper County and the Shenandoah Valley
at an early date. At least, so far as the officlal
records dilsclose, all Calvins and Colvins in early Vir-
ginia were probably descendants of the Westmoreland Co.
immigrant. However, regardless of thelr orlgin, silnce
the spelling Colvin has been adopted and followed by
some of these family groups for 200 years and has thus
become firmly fixed and settled, they will now be regard-
ed as members of the Colvin famlily, and we need not fol-
low them further in considering the Calvin history or
geneaglogy.

15. Calvins 1n Western Pennsylvanla.

Aside from the previously mentioned emigration
of John Colvin to South Carolina in 1751 and some indi-
cation that there were Calvins in North Carolina at an
early date who were 1likely of Virginia origin, the first
record of possible or probable descendants of the immi-
grant Frank Calvin to be found outside the territory
comprised in the present state of Virginia and the south
‘of Maryland 1is in western Pennsylvania about 1763. This
region had been claimed by Virginia from the beginning
and the first settlers were Virginians who had pushed
into the country over the old Braddock Road, some of
them quite likely after having previously taken pért in
the 111-fated Braddock Expedition of 1756 to Fort .
Duquesne during the French and Indian War. It was not
until 1780 that the dispute of Virginia with Pennsylvanis
over the territory was settled and the famous Mason-
Dixon Line surveyed by the two engineers so named, Vir-
ginia then agreeing to the settlement only after insist-
ing that Pennsylvania should 1ssue land grants to the
Virginia settlers who had previously located there. Only
after strenuous opposition was thils stipulation finally
accepted by Pennsylvania, ©Not until after this boundary
agreement in 1780 did many residents of eastern Pennsyl-
vania move west of the Alleghenys, although as we have
seen Captain Luther Calvin from New Jersey did locate
there temporarily before thls time. It willl be recalled,
however, that Luther had gone there from the Romney re-
gion of Virginia where he had previously 1llved for
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several years. Hence, when the early Pennsylvanila tax
records are found to show a number of Calvin or Colvin
famllies residing in the western Pennsylvanla region be-
- fore the close of the Revolutlon, one of them as early
as 1763, the inference 1is strong that they probably came
from Virginia. Except in the case of Luther Calvin, no
record can be found of any Calvins or Colvins from New
Jersey or eastern Pennsylvania crossing the mountains
for settlement untill after the Revolution.

Apparently the first probable Calvin descendant
to locate 1n the western Pennsylvania region was one
William Colvin, who 1s sald to have acqulred land on the
egst bank of the Monongahela River near the present site
of Brownsville, Fayette County, in the year 1763. He
was almost certalnly from Virginia and may have been the
William Calvin shown by Virginia records to have been
paid for military service 1in Falrfax County, Virginia,
in 1758 during the French and Indian War, who may have
taken part 1n the Braddock Expedition and, 1llking the
country, had later returned to settle with his family.
Crumrine's History of Washington County, Pennsylvania,
(1882) states:

"The first persons to make their way into the
wilderness of Somerset Townshlp were the Newkirk
family and William Colvin and family. William
Colvin was one of the earliest actual settlers
in Fayette County and located land adjoining
Brownsville which he had obtalned under a mili-
tary permit in 1763 and which he afterwards sold
to William Brown."

Further particulars regarding him are glven in Ellis'
History of Fayette County, Pennsylvania, (1882) accord-
ing to which:

"Wwilliam Colvin, mentioned in early accounts
as having been in the territory now called Red-
stone as early as 1768, was doubtless a settler
two years before that, or in 1766. He toma-
hawked a claim to a large tract of land and put
up & log cabin near what 1s known as the Dunham
place, not far from the Bath Hotel property. An
old account book kept by William Colvin and now
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in the possession of Samuel Colvin of Redstone
discloses the fact that William Colvin traded
in a small way at his home near Brownsville as
early as 1766. Under that date he charged
(various persons) with such articles as fine
combs, rum, broadcloth, whisky, tobacco, egg
punch, egg-nog, vinegar, etc. * * * William
Colvin lived in a log cabin as mentioned and
as best can be gathered from the records he
left must have kept & trading place and tavern
as well as a distillery."

The Pennsylvania Archives show William Colvin as
& resident of that region in 1773 as well as ten years
later in 1783 when, with the name spelled Calvin, the
records show that he had a family of ten persons. In
1786 William Colven recelved a warrant for 364 acres of
land in Washington County, Pennsylvania, across the
Monongahela. However, his name has not been found as
elther Calvin or Colvin 1n the 1790 Census for any of
the western Pennsylvania countles and it seems likely
that he left that section shortly after 1786 and went
down the Ohio River with his family to Mason County,
Kentucky. Here there are numerous records of a William
Colvin who could very well have been the same man. Mason
County records as previously noted show that William and
Marah Colvin signed note of consent for the marriage of
their daughter Margaret there on November 7, 1789, and
later on February 10, 1813, Willlism Colvin signed the
bonds on the same day for the marrisges of James and
Flelding Colvin, who were probably his sons. These
names all appear 1n. the Mason County records sometimes
as Calvin and others as Colvin, but William Colvin's
" note of consent to the marriage of hls daughter Margaret
was signed by him as Colvin. '

If thls William Colvin of Mason County, Kentucky,
was ldentical with the early settler on the Monongshelsa,
1t 1s clear that not all of his famlily accompanied him
to Kentucky. Pennsylvania records show that a younger
William Colvin (possibly a son of the pioneer) resided
in Menallen Township of the present Fayette Co., Pennsyl-
vania, in 1783 and again in 1790; his family at the lat-
ter time consisting only of himself, wife and one
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daughter. The History of Fayette County above mentioned
refers to a grandson also named William Colvin who was a
surveyor of some note and who died in 1870. It was the
latter's son 8amuel Colvin who had the old account books
of his ancestor. Other descendants of the first William
are sald to be still 1living near Brownsville, Pennsyl-
vanla. However, since the name of this family has clear-
1y become fixed as Colvin, they will not be followed
further although they are quite possibly descendants of
the lmmigrant Frank Calvin of Virginia,

George Colvin also appears 1n the Pennsylvanila
records as & resident of Springhill Township of Fayette
County, Pennsylvania, 1n 1773, and was thus a neighbor
and probably a near relative of the pioneer William
Colvin. 1In 1783 George was in Menallen Township of
Fayette County and the same year recelved a warrant for
150 acres of land in Washington County, Pennsylvania.

He was still 1n Washlngton County in 1790 with his wife,
two sons under 16 and three daughters, but there 1s no
further record of him in that section. He may have fol-
lowed his probable relative William to Mason County,
Kentucky, as the county records there show the marriage
of George Colvin and Christina 'Justice on December 14,

. 1794. 1If the same man, this was, of course, a second
marriage. What became of his descendants and whether
they used the name Calvin or Colvin has not been learned.

Vincent Calvin or Colvin in 1778 was a prominent
resident of Washlngton County, Pennsylvania, where in
1781 he owned 1430 acres of land in Fallowfield Township
on the west bank of the Monongahela. He was a slave-
holder (1790 Census) and was almost certainly the Vin-
cent Calvin who inherited land in Hampshire Co., Vir-
ginla, from his father, John Calvin of Frederick County,
Virginia, and transferred the land to Stephen Calvin
there in 1775, thereafter apparently moving to Washing-
ton County prior to 1778. Vincent's name appears in the
1790 Census for Washington County, Pennsylvania, with'
the spelling Colvin, but in the Censuses for 1800 and
1810 the spelling was agein Calvin, both Vincent Calvin,
Sr., and Vincent, Jr., being listed with their families.
However, Washington County Histories of 1882 and 1893
show that his descendants later evidently adopted the
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form Colvin as thelr name, mention being made of a son
of Vincent named Stephen Colvin, born in Fallowfield
Township in 1778, and of the latter's son Abram Colvin
who was an extensive stock grower residing.near Mononga-
hela City in 1893. Thus this family, whose name was
shown by repeated official records and land transfers in
Virginia to be Calvin, became finally converted to Col-
vin and will therefore not be followed further. As evi-
dence of the standing and respect enjoyed by the first
Vincent in Washington County, Captain Luther Calvin of
Mason County, Kentucky, seems to have given the name
Vincent to a son born while he was resident in Washing-
ton County and was a nelghbor to the Virginlan, with
whom he was undoubtedly well acqualnted although no
proof of any relationship to him has been found.

Records are found in the western Pennsylvania
reglon of no less than flve early settlers who bore the
name James Calvin or Colvin, and as most of them did
considerable moving about 1t is now exceedingly diffi-
cult if not impossible to trace or identify them. Evi-
dently the first of these was a James Calvin who seems
to have been located in what 1s now Washington County,
Pennsylvanila, (then Westmoreland County), 1n the year 1776
and probably earlier, but who moved a few years later to
Nelson County, Kentucky, as heretofore related. On June
2%, 1787, then a resident 1in Kentucky, he executed a
deed to clear the title to land in Washington County,
Pennsylvania, which he had sold in 1776 but the deed for
which had been lost before recording. In this later in-
strument he refers to himself as "James Calvin of Ken-
tucky 1n State of Virginia, late of Westmoreland County,
Pennsylvania." This James was quite possibly the James
Calvin who married Barbara Kuykendall in Hampshire Coun-
ty, Virginia, in 1773 as previously noted in Chapter 1.4,
He wil1ll be considered further in connection with the
Calvins of Xentucky.

The second James Calvin in the western Pennsyl-
vanla region was apparently the man of that name who 1in
1783 was a resident of Springhill Township of what is
now Fayette County, Pennsylvania, where William and
George Colvin had lived ten years before. He may or may
not. have been related to these latter but he or his
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parents were almost assuredly from Virginia, and he may
have been the James Colvin who served with Virginis
troops during the Revolution in the Western Department
as a Private in Colonel John Glbson's Detachment, from
Janmuary 1 to March 16, 1780, as reported in Saffel's
Record of Virginians in the Revolutionary War. The Penn-
sylvania Archives show that James Colvin resided in
George Township of Fayette County in 1785, undoubtedly
the same James who was 1n Springhill Township two years
earller, and he is again shown as a resident of George
Township in 1786 but with the name spelled Calvin, not
Colvin. The next record presumably of him 1s in the
1790 Census for Fayette County where he appears again as
James Colvin, with a family of six, comprising himself,
wife, two sons under 16 years and two daughters. No
further record found of him in Fayette County and where
he finally settled has not been learned.

Meanwhlle, the 1790 Census shows that there were
then resident in Washington County, Pa., two other James
Calvins or Colvins, both of them appearing in the census
returns of that year with the latter spelling. One of
these then had & family of nine, the other of. six per-
sons. Nelther of them is to be found in the 1800 Census
for Washington County. The flrst of these was evlidently
James Calvin, the blacksmith who dled in Washington
County in 1796 and is belleved to have come from Chester
County, Pa,, after the close of the Revolution, as previ-
ously set forth herein in Chapter 13. As to the other
James of the 1790 Census, no evidence of his identity or
origin has been found. He evidently left Washington
County before 1800 and may have gone down the Ohilo River
to settle 1n Kentucky or southern Ohio.

In addition to the above there was yet another
early James Calvin in western Pennsylvania. The records
of Washington County show that in July, 1798, "James
Calvin of Brooke County, Virginia" acquired 98 acres of
land on Robinson Run in Washington Co., described as
part of tract of land known as Blackberry Plalns. It is
to be noted that Brooke County, Virginla, (now West Vir-
ginia), adjoins Washington County on the west and forms
part of the present West Virginla panhandle. The prob-
able origin of this James is discussed later. Despite
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this land purchase in 1798 the Census of 1800 shows no
James Calvin (or Colvin) then resident in the county.
However, the land was apparently retained as the county
records show that on Nov. 14, 1806, "James and Cathren
Calvin of Robinson Township" executed a deed for 22
acres in Robinson Township., It seems qulte possible that
the words "of Robinson Township" were merely pro forma
and that James and wife were not then actually residents
of the township. It appears llkely that this James was
ldentical with the James Calvin who located 1n Crawford
County, Pa., north of Pittsburgh, at an early date. A
History of Crawford County refers to him as one of the
county's piloneers who was sald to have been "born near
Washington County, Pa." and that he came "about 1800"

to Crawford County, where he engaged in farming and re-
sided until his death in 1846.

Family blble records show that this James Calvin
was born in 1767, place not stated but there is reason
to believe he may have been a native of Chester Co., Pa,
There were few white settlers "near" what is now Wash-
ington Co., Pa., as early as 1767. According to family
papers and Crawford Co. records James was twice married
and had seven sons and one daughter by his first marriage
and one daughter by the second. The sons were named
James, Thomas, David, John, Mathew, Robert, and Samuel.
Several of these names are those found among the Calvins
of Chester Co., Pennsylvania, and suggest a connection
between this famlly and that of the Washington County
blacksmith, James Calvin, who 1s believed to have come
from Chester County. The latter also had sons named
Robert, Samuel, Mathew, and James. The blacksmith's will,
dated March 6, 1796, was witnessed by "James Calvin,
Junior" who could not have been the blacksmith's own son
James as the latter was then apparently a minor child.
The wltness may have been the James from Brooke Co. who
must have resided for a time 1n Washington Co. if he was
the Crawford Co. pioneer, since his son Thomas "was born
in Washington Co., Pa., April 4, 1793." The witness
James was probably called "Junlor" merely to distinguish
him in the community from his possible kinsman, the older
James, and may possibly have been a nephew of the latter.
See Part II, Chapter 5(a).
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The eldest son of the Crawford County ploneer
was evidently his namesake, James, born Jan. 1, 1791,
who, according to family records, had a son John R. Calvin
and three daughters. Some of the descendants are still
residents of Crawford Co., Pennsylvania.

The second son of James Calvin, the ploneer, was
Thomas Calvin, who, according to family records, was
born April 4, 1793 "in Washington County, Pa." and diled
at Calvins Corners in Crawford County on August 8, 1873.
"Thomas, after serving in the War of 1812, married Arna
Dowling of Mercer Co. in 1818, and had twelve children, .
of whom eight were daughters. Of the four sons only two
reached maturity: Mathew A., born in 1830 (another
Chester Co. name), and Thomas Jefferson Calvin, born in
1836. Two sons of Mathew, Rev. Arthur J. Calvin (born
1871) and Pressley S. Calvin (born 1874) still make
thelr homes in Crawford Co., Pennsylvania, although Rev.
Arthur, still active as a United Presbyterian Minister,
was at last accounts occupying a pastorate at Savannsh,
Ohio. An older son of Mathew A. Calvin, Charles Beatty
Calvin (born 1860), was a farmer near Meadville and died
on his farm there 1n 1915. His sons, Albert W. (born
1891) and Glenn G. Calvin (born 1895), now reside with
thelr families in Los Angeles, California. Thomas Cal-
vin's second surviving son, Thomas Jefferson Calvin,
moved in 1870 to Chetopa, Kansas, where he lived the
rest of his life, becoming a prominent citizen 1n his
section and serving in the Kansas State Legislature. He
died at Altamont, Kansas, 1n 1908. Some of his descend-
ants still reside in southeastern Kansas and in neigh-
boring Oklahoma.

Data concerning the ploneer James Calvin's sons
David, John, Mathew, and Samuel 1s rather meager. Mathew
had a son William H, (born 1834) who died soon after his
marriage in 1861, leaving a son,William F. Calvin, vho
was born Jan. 13, 1862,after his father's death. The
widow was remarrlied to a Jacob Sweetwood who migrated
west with the famlly and finally settled 1n Smith County,
Kansas. Here young William F. grew to manhood and was
married, removing in his later years to near Burlington,
Colorado, where he still resides at the age of 82 (1944).
His son Leonard (born 1890) also resided near Burlington
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at last account, while a second son, Roy (born 1896),
located in 3t. Louis, Mo. William's youngest son, Asa E.
Calvin (born 1902),13 now a Major 1n the U.S. Army,
(194Y4).

Next youngest of the sons of the pioneer, James
Calvin, was Robert Calvin (born 1806) who, according to
a history of Crawford Co., Pennsylvania, married Eliza-
beth Kelly and had seven children comprising sons named
James, John M., Thomas C., and David M., and daughters
named Catherine, Jeannette, and Sarah. O0f these Thdmas"
C. Calvin (born 1835) had at least one son, Robert Cal-
vin, Jr. Another son of the clder Robert, John M. Cal-
vin (born 1832), was a prominent and well-to-do citizen
of Crawford Co., where he dled in 1909, His daughter
Clementine died a few years ago unmarried, leaving most
of her property to religious and charitable purposes.
Robert Calvin's son, David M. (born 1836) was a well-
known’physician in Crawford Co., Pennsylvania, where he
died in 1892. DNames of his children not learned. '

Although numerous descendants of the ploneer
James Calvin of Crawford County, Pennsylvania, have mi-
grated westward as above recounted, many of them contin-
ue to make their homes in Crawford County and the adjoin-
ing Mercer County. Here they are intermingled with
descendants of other early Calvin settlers in western
Pennsylvania. These include other presumed descendants
of the Calvins of Chester County, Pennsylvania, and
descendants of the New Jerseyman, John Calvin, who died
in Mercer County in 1804, while in nearby Beaver County,
Pennsylvania, will be found supposed descendants of
Stephen Calvin, another of the flve New Jersey brothers
considered previously herein. Even descendants of John
Calvin of Dartmouth, Massachusetts, will be encountered
in this western Pennsylvania region. A number of the
present-day Calvins live 1n or near Meadville and around
Calvins Corners and Jamestown, as well as further south
in Beaver County. Although many of them are not sure of
thelr exact relationship to each other they have held a
number of enjoyable and well-attended Calvin famlly re-
unions at Meadville.
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In addition to the Calvins who settled permanent-
1y in western Pennsylvanla, this region, as will have
been gathered, also represented a bottle-neck through
which passed early Calvins from all three of the early
lmmigrant sources of the famlly in America. Some of
these resided for a number of years in western Pennsyl-
vania, notably in Washington Co., before proceeding
further inland or down the Ohio River. However, as
these cases are given gttention elsewhere herein 1n fol-
lowing their migration westward, they require no further
consideration here.

16. Kentucky~-A Calvin Crossroads.

Kentucky, like western Pennsylvania, was a cross-
roads and unplanned meeting place for Calvin pioneers
from all three of the immigrant sources of the family.
Some of these came via the western Pennsylvania region
but others evidently found theilr way over the mountains
from Virginia and North Carolina. Here came from Ver-
mont via Pennsylvanla, to Fayette County, near Lexington,
Peleg Calvin, a descendant of the immigrant John Calvin
of Dartmouth, Massachusetts, and although Peleg later
moved on to Missourl, some of hils descendants are still
resldents of Lexlrgton. Here also came to Mason County
and vicinity via Hampshire County, Virginla, and Washing-
ton County, Pennsylvania, Captain Luther Calvin from the
Huguenot 1mmigrant group in New Jersey. And to Mason
County, Kentucky, Ilikewise came Willlam Calvin or Colvin
who was apparently from Virginia, whille other Calvins
evidently from North Carolina also located in Mason
County. All of these have been previously dealt with at
some length and require no further consideration.

But the early Calvin settlers 1n Kentucky were
by no means limited to those who located in Fayette and
Mason Counties. There were a number of other Calvins
who came to the bluegrass country at an early date either
via western Pennsylvania or over Danlel Boone's Wilder-
ness Trall from Virginla and North Carolina. Among the
first of these was a James Calvin who was resident in
‘Nelson Gounty, Kentucky, (formerly Cox's Station), on
June 23, 1787, on which date he executed a deed to clear
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the title to certain land 1n Washington County, Pennsyl-
vania, (formerly Westmoreland County), explaining that
he had sold the land in question in May, 1776, to one
Paul Froman and that the latter had lost the original
deed before recording 1t. In the later deed James Cal-
vin described himself as "of Kentucky in the State of
Virginla, late of Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania,"” so
it 1s evident that he had previously llved in western
Pennsylvanla. 01d Virginia court records for the western
Pennsylvania reglon (Annals, Carnegle Museum, Plttsburgh,
Vol. II) show that on February 28, 1780, "James Colvin
proved to the satisfaction of the court that he served
as an Ensign in a company of volunteers in the Virginia
service 1in 1764 and never received any benefit under the
King's proclamation of 1763." It seems llkely that this
was the James Calvin who made the land sale in 1776 and
it is obvious that he came from Virginia, A witness to
the deed executed by James in Kentucky, and apparently
an assoclate, was one Isasac Cox, undoubtedly Colonel
Isasc Cox, founder of Cox's Station in Kentucky (after-
wards Nelson County). According to the Draper Manu-
scripts Colonel Cox was born on the south branch of the
Potomac River (the Romney reglon) in 1756, moved to
western Pennsylvania in 17735, and from there went to
Kentucky in 1779. The fact that Cox came from the Rom-
ney region of Virginia in 1773 and other circumstances
suggest that his evident associate James Calvin may have
also come from that neighborhood and had possibly ac-
companied Cox to western Pennsylvania, from where he
later followed his old Romney friend to the latter's new
settlement in Kentucky.

Kerr's History of Kentucky states that James
Calvin {the Nelson County pioneer) came originally from
Virginia, and 1f Hampshire County there was hils early
home, as seems probable from sbove circumstances, he may
very well have been the James Calvin who figured 1in the
Barbara Kuykendall romance as heretofore related in
Chapter 14, Whether James was & native of Virginla from
whence he came and presumably a descendant of the immi-
grant Frank Calvin of 1654, or whether he had previously
gone to Virginia as a young man, possibly from New Jersey
can now only be surmised. It is not impossible that he
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was an older brother of Captain Luther Calvin of Mason
County, Kentucky, who was a native of New Jersey, but
this of course is mere conjecture.

The James Calvlin who as per the records of Mer-
cer County, Kentucky, was married on March 26, 1788, to
Susannah Puckett, was probably our James of the adjoin-
ing Nelson County who had a wife Busannah when he died
in 1803, and it was, of course, a second marriage. He
was also clearly the James Colvin listed in Jillson's
Kentucky Land Grants as having received a grant of 200
acres of land in Christian County, Kentucky, under sur-
vey made January 10, 1799, the land having been located
on Blue Lick Fork in the territory "South of Green Riv-
er." An adjoining tract of 55 acres "on Horse Creek,
Branch waters of Pond River" was evidently also acquilred
by James Colvin but was assigned to one Hugh Kirkenrod
and not surveyed until April 28, 1807. James Calvin
died in Christian County, Kentucky, in 1803, and his will
(in which his name was distinctly spelled Calvin--not
Colvin) mentions his wife Susannah and 12 children, in-
cluding sons named Luke, Moses, Aron, Luther, William,
and James.

The last named son of the ploneer was probably
the James Calvin who received a grant of 85 acres of
land on Pond River in Christian County under survey of
© August 19, 1817. He was born in 1790 according to the
1850 Census and had sons named Richard, James, Benjamin,
John, and Job. Of these Richard and James moved to
southern Illinois (Flat Rock and Fairfield respectively),
where descendants may still reside. Benjamin and Job
Calvin remained in Christian County, Job (1846-1915) hav-
ing been the father of two sons, Everett Calvin of Chris-
tian County, and James Marion Calvin (b. 1875) who es-
teblished his home at Hickman, Kentucky, where he was
long Superintendent of City Schools. The latter's two
sons, James (b. 1915) and Reginald (b. 1919) are gradu-
ates respectively of Yale gnd Duke Universities. Both
are now in military service (1944).

Another ploneer settler 1n Christian County, Ken-
tucky, was an earlier Job Colvin who received & grant of
200 acres on Little River under survey made February 12,
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1799, which he seems to have disposed of in 1813. He
was & witness to the will of James Calvin 1in 1803 and

the two were posslbly related. There was a Job Colvin
or Calvin who served during the Revolution in South
Carolina and at the 1790 Census reslded in Newberry Coun-
ty, South Carolina, but the latter eventually settled in
Posey County, Indiana, according to a published "Roster
of Revolutionary Soldiers and Sailors Burled in Indiana"
and may have been another man of the same name.

Christian County, Kentucky, of which Hopkinsville
18 the county seat, was also the home of another early
Calvin family which originated with a John Calvin who
came from Maysville in Mason County and died at Hopkins-
ville at an advanced age. He may have been the John
Colvin who recelved a grant of 100 acres of land on Can-
non's Fork of Little River under survey of June 17, 1803,
The parentage of this John has not been learned but judg-
ing from a tradition passed down by his descendants he
must have had his origin in the Huguenot immigrant Cal-
vins of New Jersey, from where he presumably went to
Mason County and later Christian County, Kéntucky. He
could have been the John Calvin who was a grandson of
Philip Calvin of Hunterdon County, New Jersey, and was
mentioned in the latter's will in 1794. 1In such case he
was probably a brother of the Philip Calvin who was a
Lieutenant in the militia of Baltimore County, Maryland,
in May, 1776, as per Maryland records. This, however,
1s, of course, conjecture.

This John Calvin's son George Calvin of Hopkins-
-ville was the father of Thomas Calvin of the same place
and the grandfather of A. F. Calvin who was born at Hop—f
kinsville in 1864 but later moved to Illinois, where he
was a prominent and wealthy resident of Newton in Jasper
County. A. F. Calvin 1s now deceased but in an inter-
vliew a few years ago before his death he stated that his
great grandfather, John Calvin, married a girl of 20
when he was a widower 85 years of age, and on his death
left his young widow his large plantation and other prop-
erty "for as long as she lived." The widow llved to be
97 years old, and A. F. Calvin said he had had the rare
experlience of settling the estate of his great grand-
father. It was this same A. F. Calvin who reported the
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family tradition previously quoted herein regarding the
flight of his ancestors from France to Germany and Eng-
land and the subsequent arrival of three brothers in
America. See Chapter 9.

There were thus apparently several different
Calvin families who settled in Christian County, Ken-
tucky, at an early date, and although early records fre-
quently list them under the name Colvin, this was evi-
dently an error as all descendants traced spell the fami-
1y name as Calvin.

Another group of early Calvins in Kentucky lo-
cated south of Lexington in Lincoln County, where the
county records show the following early marriages:

William Calvin to Mary Periman, March 12, 1799.

Joseph Colvin to Nancy Turner, July, 1804.

Elijah Colvin to Patsy Turner, December 19, 1812,

Armistead Calvin to Susanna Wilson, November 6,
1827.

Turner Calvin to Polly Scruggs, June 1, 1836.

The origin of the William Calvin l1listed above
has not been learned, but he was almost certainly from
Virginia. He may have been & son of Daniel Colvin, the
Revolutionary War Veteran of Culpepper County, Virginia,
who had a son William, but 1t seems perhaps more likely
that he came from Greensville County, Virginia, on the
North Carolina border, where there were various early
Calvin families. It is noted that William J. Calvin
(possibly a younger relative) was married back in Greens-
ville County, Virginia, to Eliza Turner on February 4,
1817, as per county records there.

The Joseph Colvin above listed may have been a
brother or close relative of William, despite the differ-
ent spelling of the famlly name in the records. A grand-
son of Joseph, Enos Colvin, who 1s still 1iving in Mercer
County, Kentucky, at the age of 84 (1c¢44), states that
Joseph came from Virginia, place not known, and that he
understands the’ family name, now spelled Colvin, was
once Calvin. According to him Joseph had sons named
George, William, Ormsby (Armistead?), John, Turner, Har-
rison, and Ellas. O0Of these George was the father of Enos
Colvin. The next son, William, moved to Missouri, and
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was evidently the William Calvin who married Ellzabeth
Van Meter of Elizabethtown, Kentucky, and located near
Warrensburg, Missouri.

The writer has been unable to follow further the
descendants of these early Ceglvins or Colvins of Lincoln
County, Kentucky. That they were of Virginia origin,
however, seems certain, and that they descended from the
immigrant Frank Calvin of Westmoreland County, Virglnia,
appears quite probable.

Another early Kentucky settler from Virginia was
a John Calvin who was born in the Romney region on the
south branch of the Potomac River in Hampshire County,
Virginia, in 1784. He was one of the sons of Stephen
Calvin of Hampshire County, who according to his great
grandson, the late George Washington Calvin of Boyd
County, Kentucky, left the Romney region with his famlly
in 1795 or 1786 and settled in southern Ohio east of
Portsmouth. He 1s said to have had sons named William,
David, and John, and a daughter, Abby. The only one c?
these who has been traced is John, but descendants of
the others may possibly sti1ll reside 1n southern Ohilo.
Some time before 1816 Stephen's son, John Calvin, crossed
the Ohio River and acquired a farm in what is now Green-
up County, Kentucky, on the south bank of the Ohlo. Here
he made his home for a time but soon traded his property
for a farm in Boyd County, Kentucky, near Cannonsburg,
"as he was a great hunter and preferred a home in the
h111ls where game was plentiful." He dled in Boyd County,
leaving four sons and three daughters. One of his sons
was Vincent Calvin (1820-1899) who was born in Boyd
County and was a farmer there all his life. Vincent had
four children, the youngest of whom was George Washing-
ton Calvin, who was born in Cannonsburg, June 2, 1866.
George W. Calvin married Jenkins Pritchard, also a na-
tive of Boyd County, and engaged in livestock trading in
his home section and for two years in Arkansas, Missis-
sippi and Tennessee. In 1C09 he was elected Sheriff of
Boyd County, a position which he held for many years. He
died in 1941, leaving no surviving children.
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17. Calvins in the Carolinas and Georgia.

There are records of Calvins in.the Carolinas
long before the Revolution and it is possible that there
was an early immligrant bearing the name who settled 1in
that section. No record can be found, however, of any
such Immigrant except for one Alexander Colvin who came
from Scotland in 1740 and settled in New Hanover County,
North Carolina, near Wilmington. He was married before
leaving Scotland and a daughter, Jane, born at sea Sept.
20, 1740, during the voyage to America, afterwards mar-
ried Colonel Alexander McAlllster, a prominent citizen
and landowner of New Hanover and Cumberland Counties,
who was a native of Loup, Scotland. It was probably
Alexander Colvin's son John who was married in 1758 to
Anne De Rosset, sald to have been an Acadlan from Nova
Scotla. Although the name of thils family and descendants
was sometimes spelled Calvin, 1t seems likely that they
were really descended from the British Colvins, Alexander
Colvin belng one of the few known early immigrants to
America of which thils can be said.

However, there were other early resldents in
both North and South Carolina, spelling thelr name Cal-
vin, who had no apparent connectlon with Alexander Col~
vin, and it seems plausible to bélleve that they had
.moved there from Virginla and were descendants of the
immigrant Frank Calvin of Westmoreland County, Virginias.
When the name was thus introduced into North Carclina has
not been learned but 1t was evidently at quite an early
date as the Calvin name seems to have been well estab-
lished there at the time of the American Revolution. The
North Caroclina Archives tell of a Colonel Calvin, not
identified, who was killed in his home in Bladen, North
Carolina, in 1781 during the Revolution for having ac-
cepted a commisslon as Colonel from the British, while
on .the other hand one Peter Calvin (whose name suggests
a connection with the Virginia immigrant who 1s believed
to have been also called Peter) is shown by the state
archives to have served during the Revolution with the
North Carolina line troops of the patriot army. If Peter
and the Colonel who was killed came from the same stock
there appears therefore to have been a decided difference
of opinion between them on the issues of the day.
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The North Carolina Census of 1780 also shows a
Francis Calvin and family, then residents of Robeson
County, as well 2= William and James Calvin with thelr
families in Cumberland County. Of these latter, William
Calvin died in Cumberland County in 1796. His will,
with the name spelled Colvin, mentions his sons William
and John and daughters Mary Watson, Nancy Blue, Catherine
McKay, and Mazzen Galbreath. To hls sons he bequeathed
752 acres of land 1n Cumberland County and divided his
slaves, nearly 20 in number, among his sons and daugh-
ters. The James Calvin of Cumberland Co. dled in 181%
and his will mentioned his wife Margaret, sons James,
Henry, and Robert, and daughter Mary. The descendants
of these Calvins of Cumberland County, North Carolins,
have not yet been traced; some of them may still reside
in that section, but others have probably mlgrated to
other parts of the south. It appears likely that Raleigh
and James Calvin, early settlers in Mason Co., Kentucky,
who are believed to have come from North Carolina, be-
longed to one of these three families.

In South Carolina the name Colvin, less Irequent-
ly spelled Calvin, appears as early as the decade follow-
ing 1750. It will be recalled that the Loulsiana Colvins
state that two brothers bearing that name moved to South
Carolina from the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia, and
that one of them, named John Colvin, settled in what 1is
now Chester County about 1751. The possibility that
these settlers from Virginia were really Calvin descend-
ants has already been discussed. Since the form Colvin,
however, has apparently been generally adhered to by
thelr descendants, they will not be followed herein. Al-
though there is indication that some of the descendants
. may have adopted (or perhaps resumed) the spelling Cal-
vin, and thus contributed to introducing the latter name
into nelghboring Georgia and Alabama, sufficlent data has
not been found to make this more than conjecture.

It 1s true that one James B. Calvin and famlly
are found to have been residents of Augusta, Ceorgias, on
the South Carolina border, in 1842, but this James may
have been the son of James Calvin of Cumberland County,
North Carolina, who had a son bearing that name. A son
of the Augusta resident, James B. Calvin, and his wife
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Elizabeth, was the Hon. Martin V. Calvin, born in Augus-
ta on September 23, 1842, TYoung Martin served in the
Confederate Army during the Civil War from 1861 to 1864
until he was wounded and taken prisoner 1n November,
1864, at the Battle of Franklin. After the war he was
successively a newspaper edlitor at Augusta, Princlpal of
the Augusta PFree School, Principal of Peabody Institute,
and Superintendent of Public Schools in Richmond County,
Georgla. From 1882 to 1886 he was a member of the Georg-
la State Legislature. WNothing has been learned of his
descendants, however, and the name no longer appears in
the Augusta directory.

18. Calvins in Alabama.

As has been previously 1ndicated, some of the
Virginia Calvins went from that state to Alabama where
there are several separate famlly groups bearing the
Calvin name who do not now know their relatlonship to
each other. One of these groups had its origin in the
widow, Mary Ann Calvin, who moved from Chesterfield
County, Virginia, some time between 1820 and 1830 and
located with her family in Limestone County in northern
Alabama. As stated heretofore, she is believed to have
been the wilidow of Wllliam Calvin of Petersburg, Virginia,
and vicinity, whose name appears several times in the
Virginia records with the spelling Colvin, thils form hav-
ing also been used when the widow and her family were
listed in the 1820 Census for Virginia. The family in-
cluded sons named Thomas, Frances, Samuel, and John, and
~a daughter, Mary Ann. The widow died in Limestone Coun-
ty, Alabama, in 1833 and her will, dated November 26,
1832, indicates that at the time of her death she was
‘evidently the owner of considerable property, including
seven slaves, Desplte the spelling Colvin sometimes used
for the family in Virginia, the wildow's will shows that
this was evidently an error, as her signature was written
clearly as Calvin, which form has always been adhered to
by her descendants as the correct family name.

Of the four sons in the family, John went to sea
while a young man and was never heard of again, but two
of the other sons, Thomas and Samuel, married Loulsa and
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Marla Pegram, who were sisters and were also of a Vir-
ginia family, and a number of thelr descendants still
make their homes in northern Alabama. One of Samuel's
sons was Joseph Wells Calvin (1839-1007), whose name un-
doubtedly came from his uncle Joseph Calvin who married
Elizabeth Wells back in Virginia. Joseph Wells Calvin
was twice married and had nine children. One of his
sons, Joseph H. Calvin, (1872-1922), was & wholesale
grocer at Decatur, Alabama, and a daughter by the second
marrlage, Mave Sullivan Calvin, married Edward M. Black-
burn, & prominent farmer whose home is near Athens, Ala-
bama .,

Frances B. Calvin, another son of William and
Mary Ann Calvin, married Martha Yarborough 1n Athens,
Alabama, in 1843, and moved to Mlssissippl, where de-
scendants stlll reside in Vickburg and elsewhere in that
state.

There were also other early Calvins who settled
in Alabama but whose origln has not been definitely de-
termined. They probably included William Calvin's
brother, Joseph, who married Elizabeth Wells, and possi-
bly others from that state, They may have also comprilsed
descendants of the North Carolina Calvins who settled in
this section, and whose ancestors are presumed to have
likewise come origlnally from Virginia. One of these un-
identifled familles located in Perry County, Alabama, as
noted hereafter, and Calvins now resident in Birmingham,
Alabama, are doubtless descended from them or others of
the untraced families mentloned.

19. Calvins from Alabama in Peru, South Americé.

An interestling and romantic sidelight of the Ala-
bama Calvins 1s to be found in the emigration of one of
thelr number, Daniel G. Calvin, to Peru, in South Ameri-
ca, in the year 1852. Personal papers left by this Dan-
lel Calvin indicate that he was the son of Frank and
Mary (Thompson) Calvin of Marion, Perry Co., Alabama,
and that he was born about 1824 or 1825. His papers
further show that he had a sister, 0livia, who marrled a
farmer named Hett and moved to Virginla, where the Hett
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family was living in Clarke County near Berryville in
1869. The origin of their father Frank Calvin has not
been learned but he may have been & son of the Francis
Calvin who resided in Cumberland County, North Carolina,
at the time of the 1790 Census. At any rate he was al-
most certainly of Virginia origin and it is interesting
to note that his ndme was that of the first Virginia im-
" migrant.

Daniel G. Calvin seems to have left his home 1in
Algbama for California at the time of the gold rush in
1849, possibly reaching his destination via the Isthmus
of Panama as he 1s known to have visited the Isthmus at
least once. He evidently achieved some success in the
gold fields, but in 1852 he left San Franclsco for the
Port of Callao in Peru as a cabln passenger on the ship
"Eliza H. Davis." The receipt for his passage money of
$70.00, dated October 1, 1852, is still held by his
descendants 1n Peru. What 1nspired him to move from
California to Peru 1s not known, but shortly after es-
tablishing himself in Callao he married a young Peruvian
lady, Senorita Tomasa Gomez (1838-1864), and resided
there the rest of his 1life. His sister 0livia wrote him
from Virginia in 1869 pleading with him to return, re-
marking that he had enough to live on and could not take
it with him, but Danlel seems to have liked Peru and re-
malned there until his death in 1891. He had two sons,
Santos and Carlos Calvin, and a daughter, Enriqueta.
Santos and Enriqueta never married, but Carlos (1857-
1926), whose wife was the former Senorita Eusebla Colon
of Peru, had a son named Enrique born in 1892 and s
daughter, Carolina, born in 1893, who are Peruviasn citi-
zens and still reside in Callao, although both of them
are unmarried. The writer while in Peru in 1921 met
Carlos Calvin (who has since died) and found him an in-
telligent and fine looking man who, however, spoke no
Engllish. His son, Enrique Calvin, has learned to speak
English, and writes (1942) that he 1s most anxious to
find and visit the relatives of his grandfather i1n the
United States.
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20. Calvins and Colvins in the American Revolution.

The Calvin family played a notable part in the
struggle for American independence. The first Calvin
immigrants to the American colonies had arrived at such
an early period and thelr descendants had so spread
through the colonles by the time of the break with Great
Britain in 1775, that Calvin descendants were to be
found (often listed with the spelling Colvin) in nine of
. the original colonies and ten including Vermont. Only
in New Hampshire, Connecticut, Delaware, and Georgla of
the original thirteen colonies do the rolls of the Revo-
Jution fail to show the rendering of military service in
the cause of 1ndependence by Calvins or Colvins, and
most of those enrolled with the latter spelling of the
name were probably and often certalnly Calvin descendants.
The number of Revolutlonary soldiers listed under these
names totalled no less than 58 after deducting duplica-
tions. They were as follows:

REVOLUTIONARY SOLDIERS

(Note. Those bearing the names Colvin,
Colven, Colvan, who are belleved
te be of Calvin descent, are in-
dicated by an asterisk (*) pre-
ceding the name.)

Massachusétts

(From Massachusetts Soldiers and Saillors
of the Revolutionary War.)

DANIEL CALVIN, Corporal, Capt. Thos. Rice's Co., Col.
John Waterman's Regiment, Dec. 4, 1776 to Jan. 6,
1777. *DANIEL COLVIWN, Corporal, 1lst Div., Capt.
Squire Millard's Co., Col. John Waterman's Regt.,
Jan. 9, 1777 to Feb. 8, 1777. (Probably from Rhode
Island and perhaps identical with the *Daniel Colvin
who later served in Vermont.)
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THOMAS CALVIN, Private, Capt. Joseph Moore's Co., Col.
Wm. Priscutt's Regt.,--company rdturn dated Oct. 6,
1775--; also on return of men enlisted into Conti-
nental Army from Capt. Holden's Company, Col. Jona-
than Reed's (6th Middlesex Co.) Regt., dated Little-
ton, May 29, 1777. Residence Groton; enlisted for
town of Groton for three years. *THOMAS COLVIN,
Groton, Capt. Jos. Moore's Co., Col. Wm. Prescott's
Regt., order for a bounty coat or 1its equivalent in
money,'dated Camp Cambridge, Nov. 17, 1775.

*THOMAS COLVEN, Groton, Capt. Jos. Moore's Co., Col.
- Asa Whitcomb's Regt., return for cartridge boxes,
dated Cambridge, June 18, 1775; also Private Capt.
Moore's Co., Col. Prescott's Regt., May 20, 1775 to
Aug. 1, 1775. Continental Army service from Jan. I,
1777 to March 15, 1777; also Capt. Samuel Darby's
Co., Col,., John Balley's Regt., return dated Valley
Forge, Jan. 25, 1778.

*JAMES COLVEN, Commissioned as Commander of the Schooner
"Freedom" (Privateer), "intended to join the fleet
under Commodore Manley," Boston, May 5, 1777.

*DAVID COLVIN, Private, Capt. Reed's Co., Col. Jacob's
Mass. Regt.; service two months; enlisted at
Bridgewater, Mass., date not stated. Was native of
Coventry, Rhode Island, and also served with R. I.
troops. (From application for Revolutionary War
pension, dated Parmington, Conn., Sept. 11, 1832,
"in National Archives, Washington, D.C.)

Rhode Island

(From Vital Records of R. I., Arnold, and other
sources as indicated.)

*BENEDICT COLVIN, Coventry, R. I.; Lieutenant R. I.
Militia, 1775; Captain Kent County Militia, 1777,
1778.

*JOHN COLVIN, Coventry, R. I.; Ensign, R. I. Militias,
1777; Lieutenant, 1778.
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*GEORGE COLVIN, Cranston, R. I.; Ensign Cranston Militia,
1779; Lieut., 1779; Ensign, 1780; Lieut., 1781,
Capt. Thos. Congdon's Co.

*¥PETER COLVIN, Orderly Sergeant Capt. Benedict Colvin's
Co., R. I. Line. (Revolutionary War FPension Rec-
ords, Washington, D.C.; D. A. R. Lineage Books.)

*BENONI COLVIN, Corporal, Sergeant, Providence Co. R. I.
Militia. (Revolution Pension Roll of 1835; R. I.
Vital Records.)

*DANIEL COLVIN, Prilvate, Col. Topham's Regt., R. I.
troops, 1776. (Cowell's Spirit of 176.)

*PHILIP COLVIN, Private under Capt. Edmund Johnson, Col.
Varnum, R, JI. troops, in 1775, also Private under
Capt. Thos. Parker in Col. Crary's Regt., R. I.
troops, 1776. (Cowell's Spirit of '76; D. A. R.
Lineage Books.)

*THOMAS COLVIN, JR., Private, 4th Co., Capt. Olney's, Col.
Hitchcock's Regt., R. I. troops, Oct., 1775.
(Cowell's Spirit of 176.)

*EDMUND COLVIN, Scituate, R. I., Private, Capt. Snow's
Co. R, I. Militia; also R. I. Continental Line.
(Revolutionary Pension Roll of 1835; Revolutionary
War Pension Records, Washington, D.C.)

*JOSEPH COLVIN, Private, Capt. Samuel Wall's Co., Col.
Kasson's R. I. Regt., 1778. (D. A. R. Lineage
Books.)

*DAVID COLVIN, Private, Capt. Albro's Co.,, Col. Potter's
Regt., R. I. troops, five months 1776; also served
with Mass. troops. (Revolutionary War Pension
Records, Washington, D.C.)

Vermont

(From Vermont Revolutionary Rolls, Goodrich, and
other sources as indicated.)

*AMOS COLVIN, Prlvate, Capt. Stephen Calkin's Co., Vt.
Militia, Nov. 6-13, 1778; Private Capt. Calkin's Co.,
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Cel. Ira Allen's Regt., Oct. 13-24, 1780, and May
26-30, 1781; Private Capt. Ebenezer Wilson's Co.,
Col. Ira Allen's Regt., Oct., 1781.

*LEVI COLVIN, Clarendon, Ensign Vermont Militia; Private
Capt. Aba Salisbury's Co., Oct. 17-23, 1777; Ensign
Commanding Capt. Thos. Sawyer's Co., Wov. 7-15,
1778; Ensign Capt. Ichabod Robinson's Co., Claren-

~ don, 21 days 1n 1780, and same for 13 days in 1781.

*ISAAC COLVIN, Ensign Vermont Militia; Private, Capt.
Gideon Brownson's Co, for defense of New Hampshire
grants, 26 days, June, 1776; Ensign Capt. Stephen
Calkin's Co., 6 days, March,1780; Ensign same Co.,
5 days, May, 1781.

*LUTHER COLVIN, Danby, Sergeant, Capt. Stephen Calkin's
Co., Nov. 6-13, 1778; same March.26-31, 1780; same
Oct. 13-24, 1780; same 6 days in May, 1781.

*RICHARD COLVIN, Private with E., Allen, payroll dated
Pollet (Pawlet), Oct. 17, 1777; Private Capt.
Ebenezer Allen's Co. of Col. Samuel Herrlck's Regt.
ol Rangers ralsed by the state of Vermont for the
defense of the United States, July 15, 1777, to
Jan. 15, 1778, 185 days; pay E4/16/8 to Dec. 6, 1777
(no record of pay for last 40 days), payroll dated
Bennlngton, Feb. 17, 1779; Private 7 months, May 1
to Nov, 30, 1778, in Capt. Wm. Hutchin's Co., Col.
Samuel Fletcher's Regt., of Provincial troops in
the service of the U.S.A., paid 2 per month, E1l4,
payroll dated Arlington, Vt.; Private in Capt. Jonas
Galusha's Co. of Col. Herrick's Regt., 14 days, Oct.
1780, miles traveled 55, wages, mileage and rations
£1/17/0; Corporal, Capt. John Stark's Co. to June
30, 1781, pay received £3/19/3 (probably about 56
days on basis of pay received); Corporal, Capt.

John Starke's Co., Col. Samuel Fletcher's Battalilon,
in the service of the state of Vermont, 134 days,
July 1 to Nov. 14, 1781, pay per day with officers
subsistence 1/5, miles traveled 50, tr. pr. mile
2d., Total 19/18/2, payroll dated Arlington, Vt.,
Jan. 9, 1782. Total military service gbout 1 year
8 months.



126 THE CALVIN FAMILIES

*REUBEN COLVIN, Bennington, Private in Battle of Benning-
ton, Aug. 16, 1776; Corporal, Capt. Samuel Robin-
son's Co., 6 days, Oct., 1780; Corporal, Capt. Jos.
Safford's Co., 3 days, Aug., 1781. -

*DANIEL COLVIN, Clarendon, Private, Capt. Thos. Sawyer's
Co., Col. Warren's Regt. under command of Ensign
Levl Colvin, Nov. 7-15, 1778; Private, Capt. I.
Robinson's Co. of Clarendon Militia, 4 days, 1780;
Private, Capt. Israel Hurlbut's Co. for Defense of
the Frontiers, 10 days, Oct., 1781.

*JOSHUA COLVIN, Private, Capt., John Smith's Co. of
Militia, Col. Warren's Regt., Feb. 3-28, 1779;
Private, Capt. 3tephen Calkin's Co., Col. Ira
Allen's Regt., 6 days, May, 1781.

*STEPHEN COLVIN, Private, Capt. Ebenezer Wilson's Co.,
Col. Ira Allen's Regt., 15 days, 1781, ®1/10/0.

*TITUS COLVIN, Private, Capt. Stephen Calkin's Co.,
Oct., 1780, 6 days, £0/19/8.

New York

(Prom New York in the Revolution, Roberts, and
Supplement, Knight)

JAMES COLVIN, Prlvate, 4th Regt., New York Continental
Line, Jan. 15-March 15, 1777; also in 4th Regt.,
Westchester Co., N.Y. Militia.

JOHN COLVIN, Private, 1llth Regt., Albany Co. Militis
during the Revolutlon.

*THOMAS CAVIN, Private, 3rd New York Regt. of the Line,
Col. Jas. Clinton.
New Jersey

(From official Roster, N.J. State Troops and
Militia in the Revolutlonary War.)

*CALEB COLVIN, Private, Capt. Asher F. Randolph's Co. of
State Troops.
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*JAMES COLVIN, Monmouth, Private?, Capt. Bruere's Co.,
Monmouth,

Pennsylvania

(From Pennsylvania State Archives)

JOHN CALVIN, Prilvate, 10th Regt., Pa. Continental Line
(Depreciation Pay Lists).

ROBERT CALVIN, Corporal, Capt. John Ramsey's Co.,
Chester Co, Militia, under Col. John Hannum;
entered service of the U.S. June 18, 1777.

ROBERT CALVIN, Private, Bucks Co. Militia, June'6, 1780,
Plumstead Township.

*ROBERT COLVEN, Prilvate, Capt. Wm. Price's Co. of
Chester Co. Milltia in the service of the U.S. from
June 13, 1777; probably same as *ROBERT COLVIN,
Private, Capt. Jacob Rudolph's Co. of Chester Co.
Militis of Foot, Oct. 12, 1777; probably same as
ROBART CALVIN, Private, Tth Co. of 6th Battalion of
Chester Co. Militla, 1780.

*ROBERT COLVIN, SR., Private, Lower Oxford Co., Chester
Co. Militia, (undated but probably in 1778).

*ROBERT COLVIN, JR., Private, Lower Oxford Co., Chester
Co. Militia, (undated but probebly in 1778).

*ROBERT COLVIN, Private, 6th Battalion, Philadelphia
City Militia, called into active service 1in July,
1777. Robert Calvin paid off Apr. 3, 1780.

*HUGH COLVIN, Private, lancaster Co. Militia, Aug. 19,
1776 (Capt. Wm. Parry's Co., Col. Peter Grubb's
Batt., destined for the Camp in the Jerseys).

*JAMES COLVIN, Private, Chester Co. Militia, East
Nottingham Township, 1778; probably same as JAMES
CALVIN, Private, 6th Co., 6th Batt., Lancaster Co.
Militis, 1780; probably same as *JAMES COLVIN,
Private in same company and battalion in May, 1781,
and in 1782.



128 THE CALVIN FAMILIES

JOHN CALVIN, Private, Chester Co. Militia, Fast Notting-
ham Township, 1778; probably same as JOHN CALVIN,
Fifer in 6th Co. (6th Battalion) Lancaster Co.
Militia, Aug. 8, 1780; probably.same as *JOHN
COLVIN, Fifer, same company and battalion, May 12
and May 28, 1781.

*JACOB COLVIN, Ranger on the Frontiers, 1778-1783;
Private, Washington Co. Militia (no date); also on
Depreciation Pay Lists. :

*WILL COLVIN, Private, York Co. Militia, Capt. Lord's
Co., Apr. 26, 1778; probably same as WILL CALVIN,
Private, York Co. Militia under Capt. Will Gray,
Return dated May 27, 1779.

LUTHER CALVIN, Ranger on the Frontlers, 1778-1783;
Private 1lst Class, in Capt. Thos. Parkinson's Co.
of Militla, Washington Co., Oct. 2, 1781.

VINCENT CALVIN, Private, 1st Class, 1n Capt. Thos.
Parkinson's Co., of Militia, Washington Co., Oct. 2,
1781; probably same as VENCINT CALVIN, in same
company, ordered on duty, March 19, 1782,

BARTHOLOMEW &. CALVIN, (a Delaware Indian), name ap-
pears in 1ist of Revolutionary soldiers compiled
chiefly from Depreclation Pay Account Books in
office of Audltor General of Pa. Detalls of
service not stated,

Maryland
(From Maryland State Archives)
PHILIP CALVIN, Zhd Lieut., Baltimore Co. Mllitia, Return
of May 6, 1776; whether called to duty not shown.
Virginla
(From Va. Soldiers of 1776, Burgesé; Revolutlonary

Soldlers of Va., Eckrode; and Va., Militis in the
Revolutionary War, Va. State Library)
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*LOWTHER COLVAN, on Roll of Capt. George Rogers Clarke,
dated Oct. 4, 1775, showing service of 200 days and
payment of %£13%/8/0; roll included in manuscript
1ist of militla paid off at Fort Pitt.

#DANIEL COLVIN, Culpepper Co. (sometlmes entered on rolls
as CALVIN), Private, enlisted Nov., 14, 177S¢ for 3
years or duration of war, in Capt. Benj. Robert's
Co. of Major Slaughter's Battallon, in Gen. George
Rogers Clarke's Expedition to the Illinoils country;
discharged late 1781, services no longer required.
(D. A. R, Lineage Books.)

#MASON COLVIN, Culpepper Co., Son of above Daniel Colvin;
enlisted as Private in same company and at same
time as his father; like him was discharged in late
1781, services no longer required. (D. A. R.
Lineage Books.) A Mason Colvin from Rappahannock
Co., possibly the same man, also served 1n the Va.
Militia during the Revolution, time not stated.
(Reports from Secretary of War, Vol. 2, Va. State
Library.)

*JEREMIAH COLVIN, Sergeant, Va. Continental Line, 3 years
service. (Va. Revolutionary Soldiers--From Va.
County Records.) Perhaps identical with Jeremish
Cavin (Bounty Warrant--Eckenrode) and Jeremiah
Colwin (WD 207, 1). Possibly a brother of Mason
Colvin of Culpepper Co. who stated under oath in
Oct. 1811 that he had a brother named Jeremiah
Colvin who enlisted under Capt. John Gillison 1n
the service of the U. 3, sometime he thinks in 1776,
and that he died in seid service. (Va. State
Library Records.)

*ELKIN COLVIN. Listed as soldler of the Revolution, but
Mason Colvin of Culpepper Co. stated under oath in
1811 that he had a brother named Elkin Colvin who
enlisted in the Indian War in 1758 or 1759 under,
he thinks, g Capt. Blag, and that said brother died
in sald service. The two perhaps were identical.

*GEORGE COLVIN, Rappahannock Co., Private, Va. Militia
during the Revolution, time not stated. (Reports
from Secretary of War, Vol. 2, Va. State Library.)
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*HENRY COLVIWN, Private, lst and 2nd Regt., Va, Continen-
tal Line, Capts. Wallace and Anderson, Cols. Camp-
bell and Haws; enlisted for 3 years in 1779; took
part in the Battle of Guilford Court House; reslded
in Pendleton, Ky., I1n 1832. (D. A. R. Lineage
Books.)

*JAMES COLVIN. Entered the Va. Contlnental Line on
January 20, 1777 for 3 years and continued in
actual service for thils time, according to certifi-
cate of Capt. Lewis Thomas, 7th Va. Regt., dated .
March 29, 1784, (Va. State Library Records.)
Possibly i1dentical wilth James Colvin who served as
Sergeant 1n Capt. Linchfield Sharpe's Co. of
Shenandoah County Militia, under Col. Elias Edmon-
son, Gen. Stephen's Brlgade, from Aug. 2 to Qct. 5,
1781. (Va. Militia in the Rev. War.)

*JAMES COLVIN, Private in Col. John Gibson's Detachment,
served in the Western Department from Jan. 1, 1780
to March 16, 1780. (Saffel's Records of the Revo-
lutionary War.) Possibly identical with James Col-
vin who served as Private in Jefferson County
Militis, Capt. Wm. McCluers Co., Col. Simms' Bat-
talion, under Col. George Rogers Clark, agalnst the
Shaneway Indians, from July 19, 1780 to Aug. 9,
1780, and also with James Colvin, Private 1ln Jeffer-
son County Militia under Capt. James Samuels on an
expedition against the Indians under General Clark,
from Oct. 21 to Nov. 25, 1782. (Va. State Library
Records.)

*JOHN COLVIN, Culpepper Co. Served as Private in the Va.
Contlnental Line, particulars not given. Revolu~
tionary War Pensioner, 1836.

*BENJAMIN COLVIN, Madison Co., b. in Culpepper Co.;
served as Private in Va. Militia under Col. John
Willis., (D. A. R. Lineage Books.)

North Carolina

(From North Carolina Archives)
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JOHN COLVIN. On patrol duty in Wew Hanover County in
1775,

PETER CALVIN. BService with North Carolina Line troops;
recelved final army pay for such service in 1784.
No other particulars.

South Carolina

(South Carolina Archivés; Roster of Revolutionary
Soldiers and Sailors Buried in Indlana.)

JOB CALVIN. BServed with South Carollna troops under
Capt. John Virgin, tlme and length of service not
given. Later was resident of Posey Co., Indiana.

*WILLIAM COLVIN. ©WNo particulars found regarding his
service,

21. Calvins and Colvins in the First U.S3.
Census of 1790.

The extent to which families bearing the name
Calvin or Colvin had spread through the American Colonies
&t an early date 1s also emphaslzed by the First U.S.
Census of 1790. The schedules of thils Census for New
Jersey, Delaware, Virginias, Georgia, Kentucky, Tennessee,
and parts of Maryland and North Carolina, were unfortun-
ately destroyed when the Capitol at Washington was
burned in the War of 1812-15, and record was thus lost
of numerous Calvin families of that period, notably in
New Jersey, Virginia and Kentucky, although 1in the case
of Virginia state tax lists of 1782 and 1784 are avail-
able for part of the state. The loss of New Jersey is
particularly unfortunate in view of the immigrant Hugue-
not Calvins who located there, but the 1790 schedules
from other states which were preserved show many Calvin
and Colvin famlllies as below get forth. Although the
previous confusion in spelling and tendency to list the
Calvin name as Colvin continued in the 1790 Census, in
several cases 1n Vermont the names of Revolutlonary
soldiers who were enrolled a few years earlier as Colvins
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appear in the Census with the spelling Calvin. In New
York also, others previously of record as Colvins were
listed under the Calvin name. Conversely, however, the
spelling Colvin was at tlimes persisted in with families
known to be Calvins. Such an instance was James Colvin
(1) of Washington County, Pennsylvania, whose will made
six years later in 1796 showed clearly his name was
Calvin. It is perhaps true that the listing Colvin
often correctly corresponded to the name then used by
the family, but in most such cases the heads of the
famllles were nevertheless probably Calvin descendants
who had changed the form of writing thelr name. Cer-
tainly all of the Colvins of Rhode Island and Vermont
were descendants of the immigrant John Calvin of Dart-
mouth, Massachusetts. In fact, with the exception of
two families in New York, one in South Carolina, and
possibly one 1n Pennsylvania, all of the Colvins shown
in the 1790 Census are belleved to have been of Calvin
descent. Those whose names are otherwise spelled but
are believed to be Calvin descendants are indicated by
an asterisk (*) preceding the name.

FIRST UNITED STATES CENSUS OF 1790

Massachusetts
Free White
Males of Free White
16 yrs. All
Males Free White
and upward, other Slaves
under Females
including 16 vrs persons
heads of Jrs.
families

Pembroke town.

TURNER CALVIN 1 4 3 - -
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Free White
Males of Free White
16 yrs. All
Males Free White
and upward, h other Slaves
under Females
including 16 vrs persons
heads of JrS.
famllles

Rhode Island

Kent County,
Coventry town.

*DANIEL COLVIN 1 -
*JAMES COLVIN' 2 2
*Mrs. MERIBA COLVIN - -
*ANNA COLVIN - -
*PETER COLVIN 2
¥COLONEL COLVIN 2
*THOMAS COLVIN 1
*JOSEPH COLVIN 1
*JOSHUA COLVIN 1
1
2
1
1

*EDMUND COLVIN
*JOSEPH COLVIN
*BENEDICT COLVIN
*WILLIAM COLVIN

)
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Providence County,
Cranston town.

*GEORGE COLVIN 2 2 5 - -

Scituate town.

]
1
i

*PHILIP COLVIN
*PLEG COLVIN 3 3 3 - -
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Free White
Males of

16 yrs.
and upward,

including
heads of

famllles

Free White
Males
under
16 yrs.

Rhode Island (Continued)

Free White
Females

All
other Slaves
persons

*NOAH COLVIN
*MATHEW COLVIN
*AARON COLVIN
*BENONI COLVIN
*JOHN COLVIN
*JOSIAH COLVIN
*DAVID COLVIN
*ANDREW COLVIN

Washington County,

Charlestown town.

*LEVI COLVIN

Rutland County,

Danby town.
ISAAC CALVIN

AMOS CALVIN
TITUS CALVIN
*LUTHER COLVIN
*STEPHEN COLVIN
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Vermont (Continued)

Free White

Males of
Free White
16 yrs. All
Males Free White
and upward, other Slaves
under Females
including 16 vrs rersons
heads of ,y

families

Rutland town.
SANFORD CALVIN 1 - 2 R -

Clarendon town.

*DANIEL COLVIN 1 3 2 - -

*LEVI COLVIN 2 2 - -

*JEREMIAH COLVIN 1 1 2 - -

Ira Town.

*REUPHUS COLVIN 1 1 i - -

Bennington County,

Bennington town.

*REUBIN COLVIN b 2 7 - -

Manchester town.

*RICHARD COLVIN 2 2 5 - -

Shaftsbury town.

*DAVID COLVIN 1 1 1 - -
Wew York

Albany County,
Cambridge town.

BENJ. CALVIN 6 2 6 - -
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New York (Continued)

Free White
Males of Free White
16 yrs. A1l
Males Free White
and upward, other Slaves
under Femsales :
including 16 vrs persons
heads of yrs.
familles
Watervllet town.
JOHN COLVIN 2 3 3 - -
*DANIEL McCALVIN 1 1 - -
Columbia County,
Hudson town.
JOHN CALVIN 1 1 1 - -
Ulster County,
Hurley town.
CONE CALVIN 1 1 2 - -
Washington County,
Kingsburg town.
OLIVER CALVIN 3 1 2 - -

Pennsylvania

Cumberlsnd County,

JOHN CALVIN 2 L 1 - -

STEPHEN CALVIN 1 > 5 - -
Huntingdon County,
*JOHN CAVIN 1 4 3 - -

Bucks County,
(*?) PATRICK COLVIN 3 1 5 - -
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Pennsylvania (Continued)

Free White
‘Males of Free White
16 yrs. A1l
Males Free White
and upward, other Slaves
under Females
including 16 vrs persons
heads of JES .
famllies )
Fayette County,
*JAMES COLVIN 1 2 6 - -
*REBECCA COLVIN - 1 - - -
*WILLIAM COLVIN 1 - 2 - -
Delaware County,
*ROBERT COLVIN 1 1 - . - -
York County, »
*WILLIAM COLVIN 1 2 2 - -
Washington County,
*GEORGE COLVIN 1 2 4 - -
*JAMES COLVIN (1) 2 3 ) - -
*JAMES COLVIN 1 2 3 - -
*¥VINCENT COLVIN 3 3 P - -
Maryland

Baltimore County,
Baltimore town.

DANIEL CALVIN 1 1 1 - -
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Virginia
Free White
Males of Free White
16 yrs. All
Males Free White
and upward, other Slaves
under Females .
Including 16 vrs persons
heads of yrs. :
families
Frederick County,
*JOSEPH COLVIN (1782) 8 in family.
Hampshire County,
STEPHEN CALVIN (1782) 8 in family.
ROBERT CALVIN (1782) 4 in family.
" " (1784) 5 in family.
North Carolina
Cumberland County,
JAMES CALVIN 2 5 2 - -
WILLIAM CALVIN . 3 - 2 - 12
Robeson County,
FRANCIS CALVIN 1 1 3 - .
South Carolina
Chester County,
JOHN CALVIN 1 3 5 - 6
*WILLIAM COLVIN 1 3 1 - -
JOHN COLVIN 2 5 6 - -
JOHN COLVIN, JR. 1 - - - -
Lancaster County,
*JNO. COLVIN 1 - 2 -

*¥JNO. COLVIN

)
n
=
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South Carolina (Continued)

Free White
Males of Free White
16 yrs. All
Males Free White
and upward, other Slaves
under Females
Including 16 vrs persons
heads of yrs.
familles
Edgefield County,
*MARY COLVIN 2 2 3 - -~
Newberry County,
*JOB COLVEN 1 2 y - -

22. Later Calvin Immigrants into America.

Although unquestionably the great majority of
the present-day Calvins in the United States are descend-
ed from immigrants who arrived durlng the early days of
the American colonles, there have been a number of later
immigrants bearing the Calvin name. Most of these
crossed the Atlantic since the American Revolution, and
8o far as has been learned all of these later arrivals

"with one or two exceptions seem to have come from Scot-
land or North Ireland. One exceptlion was Thomas Calvin
of Manchester, England, who removed to the United States
sometime after the American Civil War and located at
Chicago, Illinols, where he dled in 1892, leaving at
least one daughter, Emily R. Calvin. According to the

“latter, her father was the son of William Calvin of Man-
chester, England, who was "of Scotch descent" and who had

- & large merchant tailoring establishment at #99 City
Road, Manchester, in which city he died in 1884. This
William Calvin 1s sald to have had an uncle, Calvin,
(first name unknown), who moved to America, possibly
direct from Scotland, and located at Paterson, New Jersey,
where he was said to have owned a large sllk factory and
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to have been quite wealthy. The date of this uncle's ar-
rival in America is not known, nor has anything been
learned of hls descendants, if any. It wlll be noted
that even these Manchester Calvins were "of Scotch
descent," and it is to Scotland and North Ireland that
we must look for the source of the other later Calvin
immigrants to America.

One of the earliest of these later immigrants
was one Patrick Colvin, undoubtedly from Ireland, who
located about 1779 in Bucks County, Pennsylvania, where
he resided for many years. The Pennsylvanla tax records
show that he owned 270 acres of land, wlth three dwell-
ings and several servants. He operated a ferry across
the Delaware Rlver and in 1785 was also an innkeeper.
Hls name appears in the Pennsylvanla Archives always
with the spelling Colvin, but he may have been a Calvin
descendant and mention 1s accordingly made of him here.
Nothing 1s known of his descendants. Another much later
arrival from Ireland was one Michael Calvin who in 1850
was a resldent of Huntingdon County, Pennsylvania, and
was then a single man 25 years of age, with birthplace
given as Ireland in the 1850 Census.

There were probably other Calvins who came to
the United States from Ireland (probably North Ireland)
since the Revolution, but Canada seems to have received
the major part of these later Calvin immigrants from the
Emerald Isle. Calvins from North Ireland are to be
found today in Toronto, Ottawa, St. Laurent, Quebec,
(opposite Montreal), and in New Brunswick. One of the
first of these later immigrants to Canada was one John
Calvin, born in Belfast in 1834, who moved with his
family to St. Johns, New Brunswick, in 1858 and diled
there in 1916. One of hils sons, James, and the latter's
sons, Stanley and John Calvin, now reside near St. Johns,
while two other sons of James named Kenneth and Norval
have moved to the Unlted States and at last accounts
lived in Lynn, Massachusetts, and Green Bay, Wisconsin,
respectively. Robert Arthur Calvin, a banker and an-
other natlve of Belfast, moved with his family to Canada
only fifteen years ago and in 1942 resided at St. Laurent
opposite Montreal. There are also other North Ireland
Calvins in Toronto and Ottawa. In fact, so far as
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learned, all Calvins 1n eastern Canada are from North
Ireland with the exception of the prominent and related
Tfamilies 1n Toronto, Kingston and Montreal previously
considered herein who are descended from Sanford J.
Calvin of Vermont and whose genealogy will be found in
Part II hereof.

The decision to settle in Cenada, however, does
not seem to have extended to the €alvins of Scotland,
and so far as known all of the later Calvin Immigrants
from Scotland have come to the United States. Prominent
among these was ,the late Prof. Samuel Calvin (1840-1911)
of Iowa State University (already previously mentioned
herein), who at the age of eleven came with his parents,
Thomas and Elizabeth Calvin, from Wigtonshire, Scotland
(near Glasgow), in 1851. Thomas Calvin first located
with his famlly in New York State near Saratoga, but
after three years moved in 1854 to Iowa where he settled
in Buchanan County. The family was of moderate means
and young Samuel was largely self-educated. He became a
teacher in local district schools and in 1861 entered
Lenox College at Hopkinton, Iowa, where he was later an
instructor. In 1864, with others of the faculty and
student body, he enlisted for service with the Union
Army in the Civil War. After the war he resumed educa-
tional work and in 1874 was made Professor of WNatural
History at Iowa State University, where he became a na-
tionally known authority on geology. He was one of the
founders of the American Geologist 1n 1888 and was its
Editor-in-Chief until 1894. Professor Calvin was ap-
pointed State Geologist of Jowa in 1892, a position
which he held for many years. He was a member of the
Geologlcal Soclety of America and became its President
in 1908. He was the author of numerous works on geoloegy,
- particularly of the Iowa reglon. He married Louise
Jackson and had two children, Mrs. Alice (Calvin) Lomas
of Villisca, Jowa, and Willlam J. Calvin who was a Civil
Engineer at Chicago with the Chicago, Burlington and
Quincy Rallway and had a son named John.

As heretofore stated, probably the last Calvin
to leave Scotland (where the name is now no longer to be
found) was a brother of Professor Samuel Calvin named
John, who seems not to have accompanied his parents to
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America but remained as a boy with relatives in Glasgow.
However, on the death of these a few years later, young
John was left alone as & boy in hlis 'teens, and with no
other relatives in Scotland decided to follow his own
family to America. This he did, evidently about 1853 or
154, but he seems to have made his own way in the world,
and eventually became a& successful merchant in the whole-
sale 1ron and steel trade. It was the writer's good
fortune as a young man to meet him in Kansas City, Mils-
souri, in the year 1900. While walking through the
wholesale sectlon of XKansas City at that time, a rather
pretentious business establlshment was noted which bore
the sign "Calvin-Bonniwell Iron Company." Entering and
presenting his card, the writer asked for Mr. Calvin,
and was shown into the private office of a distinguished
looking gentleman with grey hair and beard, evidently
about 1n his sixties, who said he was Mr. Calvin, and in
a broad Scotch accent asked: "Wiel, me lad, what kin I
dae fer-r ye?" On the purpose of the visit belng ex-
plained as interest in the family name, a pleasant chat
followed which brought out the facts above recited and
the statement that to the best of his knowledge he, John
Calvin, was at the time of his departure from Glasgow
the last Calvin 1n Scotland. It might be added that the
iron merchant died in Kansas City in 1¢1¢, leaving four
sons, J. Malcolm, T. Robert, George B., and one other,
whom the writer has recently endeavored to locate with-
out success. )

23. Calvin Coat of Arms; Seal of John Calvin.

It 1s logical that the early Calvins of France
should have had an hereditary coat of arms when we con-
sider that the Calvins who resided in the Poitou region
in the 17th Century comprised landholders of the lesser
nobility and that further south near Marsellles we have
record of Audibert Calvin, Sieur de Valonas at Lunel in
1613. Although these noble Calvins in west central and
southern France do not seem to have survived the Hugue-
not Wars, record still exlsts of the coat of arms which
belonged to the latter, the same belng listed in
1'Armorlal General de J. B. Rletstap, Supplement Vol. I,
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by V. Rolland, published in Paris in 1904, The Calvin
arms are there descrlibed as follows: :

"CALVIN--Provence. D'hermine, a une bande
losangee d'or et de sinople. (Table
de Rosiers.)"

(Translation.~--~A shield of ermine
with a dlagonal band covered with
'losanges' of gold and green.--No
crest or motto given.)"

No evidence has been found to show that any of
the Calvins of America are descended from the noble
Calvins who acquired these arms. It is by no means im-
possible that the Frank Calvin who came to Virginia in
1654 or the John Calvin who arrived in Massachusetts
about 1670 may have had such ancestry, but proof 1s, of
course, lacking elther for or against the suggestion.
Nevertheless, the coat of arms as described did belong
to Calvins of France--the ancient ancestral home of all
Calvin famllles--and are therefore of interest to those
who now bear the Calvin name. An i1llustration of this
Calvin coat of arms (without coloring) will be found on
page 144,

~ Another coat of arms was acquired by the Calven,
Calben, Kalben, or Von Kalben family of Germany, which
is described and illustrated in Rietstap's 1l'Armorial
Gereral, the description being as follows:

"CALBEN (Prussia, Lubeck). Gules, trois
etolles d'argent. Cimier, une etoile
d'arg. entre deux prob. de gu."

(Translation.--A shield with a
red field and three silver stars.
Crest; One silver star between two
proboscises of red.--No motto given.)

However, although this family may have had its
origin in French Huguenot refugees who settled 1n Ger-
many, the Calvins who came to America are certainly not
descended from them nor connected with them, and there

is therefore no basis at all for regarding theilr armorial

bearings as those of the American Calvins.
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As previously pointed out herein, perhaps a ma-
jority of the Calvins in America are probably descended
(through the New Jersey immigrant group) from relatives
of John Calvin (Cauvin) the Reformer, whose ancestors
were peasant folk 1in Picardy, France, and although the
Reformer's father, Geraud Cauvin of Noyon, was a man of
prominence, he was an eccleslastlcal lawyer and had no
need of an insignia around which followers could rally
on & battlefield. As to the Reformer himself, although
one of the great men of history, his fame and distinc-
tion were achieved in the field of religion and he was
far removed from the clash of feudal arms and the pomp
of heraldry. The many Calvins of America therefore who
are doubtless descended from the great Reformer's rela-
tives may well point to the eminence and influence on
history of the latter in lieu of the 1nsignia of a
feudal warrior represented by the heraldic devices.

Although the Reformer thus had no coat of asrms,
he naturally found need, as a great leader of the Refor-
mation whose rulings on mooted polnts were accepted by -
those of the faith 1n all lands, for something to authen-
ticate hils pronouncements gnd signature as genuine. It
was presumably for this purpose that he devised a rather
elaborate seal contalning his initials (J. C.), flanking
a shield bearing a hand and heart, all enclosed by a
double circle with the latin words "Cor Meum Tibi Offero
Domine" (My heart I offer thee, Oh Lord) and the motto
"Prompte et Sincere" (Promptly and sincerely). The ori-
gln of this latter motto 1s not clear. It does not seem
to have any certaln connectlon with the Reformer's re-
ligious work and 1t may have been a famlly motto, adopt-
ed possibly by the Reformer's father back in Picardy or
perhaps by an-even earlier ancestor. An 1llustration of
this seal of John Calvin will be found on page 149,

The British Colvin family had a coat of arms,
crest and motto, confirmed to Robert Colvin, Esq., of
Lough, Eske, County Donegal, North Ireland, which it may
be of interest to note herein, and which are described
in Burke's General Armory, as follows:

"COLVIN., Ar. a cross moline gu. on a canton
az, & trefoil slipped or. Crest., A
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hind's head couped ar. charged with a
trefoil slipped vert. Motto. In hoc

signo vinces.

(Translation--Arms. A silver shield bearing
a 'mollne! cross in red; in right upper
corner of shield a small square of blue
bearing a sprig of three leaved grass 1n
color of gold. Crest. A deer's head
(silver) on which appears a sprig of
three leaved grass in green. Motto. 1In
this sign conquer.)

NOTE. Americana-~The American Historical
Magazine (N. Y. 1925, 1st Quarter) con-
tains an illustration in color of the
above arms.

According to Falrburn's Book of Crests of the
Families of Great Britain and Ireland (London, 1S05) a
different crest was granted to Forrester Farnell Colvin
of Wymarks, Henfield, Sussex, England, but the above
described bearings of Robert Colvin of Lough are usually
referred to as the arms of the Colvin family. Although
the Colvin arms do not concern members of the Calvin
family, those Calvins who now so spell thelir neme but
are in fact descended from ancestors who were really
Colvins, may of course regard the armorial bearings of
the latter family with more interest, and the preceding
description of the Colvin arms has been included herein
for that reason. There is also the possibility that
Robert Colvin of Lough in North Ireland was really of
French Huguenot descent as others in North Ireland are
known to have been whose name had become changed from
Calvin to Colvin. In such event, the Colvin arms would
have somewhat greater interest for the American Calvins.
However, it may be remarked in this connectlon that no
record has been found of any descendant of Robert Colvin
of Lough, nor of Forrester Colvin of Wymarks, having emi-
grated to America. Two egrly immigrants to Amerlica who
are belleved to have been definlitely Colvins were John
Colvin who settled in up-state New York in 1772, and
Alexander Colvin who came to North Carolina in 1740, and
both of these were natives of Scotland.
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24. Conclusion.

Thus has been briefly set forth a study of the
origin of the Calvin family and of the introduction and
spread of the Calvin name in America, where there are
now undoubtedly many more persons bearing this historlc
family name than are to be found anywhere else in the
world. The Calvlins of Amerlca may take just pride in
the part taken by thelr ancestors in the early settle-
ment of the American colonies and in the struggle for
independence, as well as in the energy and virtues of
those hardy Calvin piloneers who after the Revolution
shared 1n the great task of populating and establishing
civilization in the new lands west of the Alleghenys.
The early Calvins were marked 1n general by their indus-
try, loyalty, respect for law and order, and deep re-
ligious convictions. They included and still include
many ministers of the gospel, representing nearly all of
the principal Protestant denominations, but it would
seem that the influence of the Great Reformer is still
felt to some extent among them as no member of the fami-
ly has been encountered who was a member of the Roman
Catholic Church. This statement of course 1s not to be
taken in this age of religious toleration as intending
any present reflection on the latter church, but is
merely noted here as an Interesting item of fact.

Although the Calvins as & rule have been in com-
fortably prosperous circumstances and some of them have
achieved a very considerable degree of worldly wealth,
few have acquired what might be termed very large for-
tunes, and so far as known none has reached the multi-
millionaire class. As one old timer expressed it: "The
Calvins have never been big money makers." However, the
various Calvin families, as has been hereln related,
have produced a number of men who have achieved national
fame and reputation, and it i1s pleasing to record the
notable fact that no instance has yet been found of the
conviction of any member of the family for a crime in-

. volving moral turpitude.

In perscnal characteristics the Calvins as a
rule have been of medium helght, with the men generally
under six feet, and while faclal appearances naturally
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differ, high foreheads and long straight .noses are so
prevalent among them that it has been remarked that

"You can always tell & Calvin," to which the wife of one
member of the family jocularly added: "Yes, but you
can't tell him much." It is interesting to note that in
the published engravings of the features of John Calvin,
the Reformer, the most pronounced characterlstlcs are
his high forehead and long straight nose. The persist-
ence of these features in many of the present-day Cal-
vins might be regarded as tending in some degree to con-
firm the tradition of thelr descent from relatives of
the Reformer.

The Calvins 1n the United States are now to be
found in nearly all parts of the country but are probably
most numerous in the middle west from western Pennsyl-
venla to the Rockies, particularly in the states of Ohio,
Indiana, Illinols, Missouri, and Kansas, and the central
western cities of Indianapolis, Chicago, 3t. Louils,
Kansas City, and Minneapolis-St, Paul. They will also
be found in scattered units through the far western and
Pacific coast states, but will be encountered less fre-
quently in the south where the name 1s now largely limit-
ed to Alabama, Mississippi, and Texas. The extent to
which the Calvins have mligrated away from the Atlantic
seaboard is shown by the fact that the name 1s now sel-
dom met with in the Atlantic coast states and does not
appear at all in a number of the large eastern clties.

Although the Calvins can by no means be regarded
as "dying out," 1t 18 undoubtedly true that with the
smaller families of today, the proportion of Calvins to
the total population of the United States at this time
i1s much less than 1t was in the early days of the repub-
lic, when famllies of fifteen or more children were not
unusual. However, there 1s every reason to believe that
the Calvin name will long continue as a well-known Ameri-
can family name, whose members can review with satisfac-
tion the part taken by thelr ancestors in settling and
buillding up the country in 1ts early days.
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SEAT, OF JOHN CALVIN
The Reformer,

The following analysis of the above seal 1s by Louls P. de Boer,
former President of the Huguenot Soclety of California and authority
on heraldry:

"The seal is round and shows in the center a shield with a curved
contour in which a hand outstretched and moving from the sinlster
holds a heart so that the latter stands in the center of the shield.
(In tinctures the shield is supposed to be scloer, the hand flesh-
colored or natural, and the heart red). The shield is flanked with-
in the inner circle of seal with the letters "J" to ‘the dexter and
"C" to the sinister, being the Reformer's initials and at same time
alluding to the Savlour's name, Jesus Christ.

"The marginal inscription between two circles forming the seal
ie in Latin, and conasists of two parts which can be read either as
one sentence or as two separate sentences. These are: 'Cor Meum Tibl
Offero Domine Prompte et Sincere.' Translated: 'My heart I offer
thee, Oh Lord. Promptly and sIncerely.’' The inscription was very
likely meant to be read both ways.** The second part was not unlike-
1y his ancestral motto which in this wanner he worked in with the
rather more lengthy personal motto.** In fact he selected thls per-
sonal motto first and buillt up the speaking symbols (the extended
hand holding a heart) in accordance with it. That 1s my opinion.”
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Family Lines Included; Method of Arrangement.

As the American Calvins are not descended from a
single immlgrant ancestor but from several different
early immligrants, the descendants of each immigrant an-
cestor are considered in the followilng genealogy as a
separate Calvin family line or group. All those of each
family group of course bear a known relationship to each
other 1n some degree, while the blood relationship be-
tween the separate family lines or groups is unknown or
problematical, since this is also true with respect to
their different Ilmmigrant ancestors.

The first famlly line or group traced is that
headed by the immigrant John Calvin (later called Colvin)
of Dartmouth, Massachusetts, wlth separate sub-groups
headed by two of his descendants who resumed the Calvin
name, i.e., Sanford Jenks Calvin and Peleg Calvin. These
two sub-groups, although of common ancestry, are not
directly connected as Calvins, and they are therefore
also taken up separately. Following them will be found
the separate family lines or groups headed by the immi-
grants Luther Calvin and Stephen Calvin of Hunterdon
County, New Jersey, and John Calvin (Colvin) of Chester
County, Pennsylvania. The genealogy concludes with a
chapter comprising five "Detached Family Lines" headed
by early ploneer Calvins whose origin has not been defi-
nitely established. Sufficlent data has not been ob-
tained regarding the descendants of the immigrant Frank
Calvin of Virglnia to permlt of the compilation of a con-
nected genealogy for them. Two of the detached family
lines are probably descended from him, but all other in-
formation gathered concerning the Virginie Calvins and
thelr descendants will be found in Part I hereof.
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The method of arrangement followed in complling
the genealogy 1s substantially that recommended by the
New England Historic Genealogical Society. Generations
are listed 1st, 2nd, 3rd, etc. for each separate family
line or group, countling the immlIgrant ancestor of the
line as the 1st Generation, his children as the 2nd Gen-
eration, his grandchildren the 3rd, and so on. Each
Calvin name is numbered consecutively for identification
rurroses beginning with the number 1 which is assigned
to the immigrant John Calvin of Dartmouth, and this con-
secutive numbering 1s continued in sedquence without a
break through all generations and through all separate
family groups to the end of the genealogy, thus avoiding
dupllication of numbers and the confusion which might re-
sult from the numbering of each group separately.

All known children in each family are listed and
numbered (except for a few late insertions not numbered)
but thereafter only the male line having descendants is
followed further. Those sons who marry and appear again
in the next generation of the genealogy as heads of theilr
own Tamilles are underscored and indlcated by an aster-
isk (*). Thus the ¢ children of the immigrant John Cal-
vin (1) are numbered 2 to 10 inclusive and comprise the
second generation of this family line, with the name in
thls case, however, converted to Colvin. In this in-
stance only two of the sons of John (1) are followed
further, since descendants of the others have all ad-
hered to the name Colvin. The two sons so followed are
John, Jr. (3) who was great grandfather of Sanford Jenks
Calvin, and Samuel (6) who was the grandfather of Peleg
Calvin, and these two sons of the immigrant John (1) ap-
rear in the 2nd Generatlon as family heads but in separ-
ate sub-groups for the reason already explained. Thelr
names as family heads are preceded by the identification
numbers assigned them, i.e., 3 and 6, as is done in the
case of all heads of families. The children of each
family listed are numbered with the next unused numbers.

All famlly heads of the same generation-in each
family line or group (or sub-group) are shown with their
families before thelr sons who represent the next genera-
tion are taken up with thelr own families, but as the
name of each head of family 1s preceded by the identifi-
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catlon number given him when first listed, any son ap-
pearing again as a head of family can readily be located
by running the eye down the left-hand margin on succes-
sive pages until his identification number is found.
Conversely, the father of any head of family (after the
immigrant ancestor) can be located by looking back along
the left page margins untll his father's identification
number 1s noted. To facilitate such back references the
name and ldentification number of the father of each
head of famlly is glven. For example, if we refer to
"123. THOMAS FIELDING CALVIN" where he appears as a head
of family, 1t is noted that he was the son of Rev.
Dennis Calvin (102), and on running back to locate Rev.
Dennis with his family it is found that he was the son
of Peleg Calvin (94), and so on. As an added convenience
the full line of descent from the immigrant ancestor is
also given in parenthesis followlng the name of each
head of family, this belng set forth in the case of
Thomas Fielding Calvin above cited as "(Rev. Dennis 5,
Peleg 4, Richard 3, Samuel 2, John 1)}," the number fol-
lowing each name having reference to the generation from
the immigrant ancestor. And finally, when desired any
known name can be found directly by consulting the index
at the close of the book.

As only the male lines perpretuating the Calvin
famlily name are followed in the genealogy, the names of
daughters and of sons who have no children are dropped
after listing them in proper order with other children
of the famlly and giving the dates of their birth and
death if known. In the case of a daughter who marriles,
the name of her husband 1s stated when known, and also
if data 1s available the date of marriage, the husband's
parentage, and the names of their children are given.
But the daughter who marries is considered as thereafter
one of her husband's famlly, and her descendants are ac-
cordingly not followed further in the Calvin Genealogy.

Few abbreviations have been used in the genealo-
gy, and some of these only occasionally. The principal
ones to be encountered are: b, for born; d., died;
mar., married; s., son; dau., daughter; f., father;
and m. for mother, The names of states are sometimes
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glven their usual abbreviations, but in general effort
has been made to avold such use of abbreviations as

might be confusing to the reader.



I.

JOHN CALVIN (16549-1729) OF DARTMOUTH, MASSACHUSETTS,
(LATER CALLED COLVIN) AND HIS DESCENDANTS.

1st Generation

1. JOHN CALVIN (COLVIN) (165492-172¢), Dartmouth, Massa-
chusetts, and Rhode Island.

Bellieved to have been born in Great Britain,
possibly about 1654; died in Rhode Island in 1720;
was twice married (1) to Dorothy Allen, daughter of
Mathew Allen of Dartmouth, Massachusetts, (originally
from Devonshire, England) and Sarah (Kirby) Allen,
record of marriage not found but probably was about
1677 or 1678; and (2) to Mary Keach, in Rhode Island
on May 30, 1726.

The tradition recounting how this first Calvin
in New England arrived at the Plymouth Bay Colony,
probably about 1670, as a cabin boy on & vessel from
Bristol, England, and also other particulars regard-
ing the young immigrant and hls family, have already
been fully set forth in Part I hereof, Chapter 8, and
need not be repeated here. As there pointed out, al-
though the names of the parents of the Plymouth immi-
grant have been lost and he and his family later be-
came known by the name Colvin, the evidence as set
forth is reasonably convincing that the immigrant!s
name was really Calvin, and he must therefore have
been of French Huguenot descent. The date of his
birth is herein given as possibly about 1654, since
according to tradition he was a boy in his 'teens
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(perhaps around 16) when he arrived at Plymouth about
the year 1670. This would make his age approximately
75 years at the time of his death in Rhode Island in

1729.

The immigrant John Calvin had five song and four
daughters, all born at Dartmouth as shown by Dart-
mouth vital records, and all by hils first wife,
Dorothy. The published Dartmouth records give the
name of the family as "Colvin (Calven, Calvin)}", the
form Colvin being used for the father but the spell-
ing Calvin or Calven employed in recording the births
of two of the chlldren and three grandchildren. How-
ever, as previously noted, the name was clearly
spelled Calvin in a deed dated February 15, 1683,
whereby Mathew Allen conveyed land to Dorothy CALVIN
and John CALVIN, her husband, and it would seem a
reasonable assumption that Mathew knew the correct
name of his son-in-law.

The children of John Calvin were:

2. Anna, b. March 26, 1679.

3. *John, Jr., b. April 1S, 1681; d. July 1,
1764, '

4, Stephen, b. September 24, 1683.

5. Abigall, b. July 28, 1686.

6. *3amuel, b. December 10, 1688; d. October,
1759.

7. Ame (Amey), b. October, 1690.

8. Deborah, b. May 28, 1603.

9, James, b. November 24, 1695; 4. 1755.

0. Josiash, b. June 6, 1700.

The conversion of the name of the lmmigrant John
Calvin to Colvin was evidently begun at Dartmouth and
continued with some interruptions after the removal
of the Calvins to Rhode Island about 1705. The name
of the immigrant's eldest son, John, Jr., appears
more than once in early Rhode Island records with the
spelling Calvin, but by the time of the father's
death in 1729 the form Colvin had probably become
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fixed as the name of the family. All of the immi-
grant's five sons thus became known as Colvins, and
as large families were the rule with them, the name
Colvin became a well known one in early Rhode Island
and likewise in nearby Vermont, to which a consider-
able number of the descendants removed shortly before
and durlng the Revolution.

The spelling Colvin thus adopted by the family
continued in that form without change through the
third generation but in the fourth generation, as
previously related in Part I, Peleg Colvin of Man-
chester, Vermont, (& grandson of the immigrant's son
Samuel), by accldent or design resumed the spelling
Calvin, which form of the family name has since been
uged by all of his descendants. In like manner in
the fifth generation, Sanford J. Colvin of Rutland,
Vermont, (a great grandson of the immigrant's eldest
son, John, Jr.), also adopted the spelling Calvin,
and this form has likewlse been continued by his
descendants.

With the exception of the two Calvin family lines
thus established by descendants of the immigrant
John, all the rest of the latter's descendants so far
as learned have adhered to the changed form Colvin as
their family name. They will accordingly not be fol-
lowed 1n this genealogy except so far as necessary to
show the llnes of descent to Peleg and Sanford who
resumed the Calvin name. Of these two, although San-
ford was 1In the fifth generation and Peleg in the
fourth, Sanford, as a descendant of the immigrant's
eldest son, John, Jr., will appear first herein.

The lines of descent from the immigrant John to
Sanford J. Calvin and Peleg Calvin will be clearly
evident from the chart on the following page, the
data therein for the first three generatlons being as
shown 1n Austin's Genealoglcal Dictionary of Rhode
Island. The names which are underlined and indicated
by an asterisk (*) will be considered further in the
genealogy.
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LINES OF DESCENT FROM THE IMMIGRANT JOHN CALVIN
TO SANFORD J. CALVIN AND PELEG CALVIN

ist 2nd 3rd ith oth
Generation Generation Generation Generation Generation
(A1l Colvins) (All Colvins) (All Colvins (Calvins as
except Peleg) indicated)
(Anm
(b.1679)
Flonathan .
Lydia Jeremiah
Charity Jonathan
Stephen *SANFORD JENKS
*JOHN, JR.-- {John (CALVIN)
(1681-1764) |Hopkins? ¥LEVI =emw- < (b.1770)
*JEREMIAH -- { (1745-1834)| Alpheus
(1715-1808) |Jabez | Safety
Stephen kMathew
(b.1683)
Abigail ( CALVINS)
*JCHN CALVIN | (b.1686) *David P.
(later Thomas (1801-1851)
colvin) Daniel E11jah(b.18037)
(16541-1729) Abigail *Hiram(b.18057)
Joseph Jane
Elizabeth  [Samel *Dennis
Sarah Russell (1808-1879)
#SAMUEL ---- iMary *PELEG ----J #*Andrew H.(1810-1889)
(1688-1759) |Susannah (CALVIN) Sarah} twina?
*RICHARD ---{ (1778-1852)| James
(17457-18157) | Susan *John
Content Clarisea (1813-1894)
Phebe \Sarah *William H.(b.18287)
Rufus Mary A.(b.18287)
| Samiel George O.
Amey Marshall A.(b.1833)
(1690-1743) Benjamin F.(b.1836)
Deborah Wesley(b.1839)
{b.1693) . Louisa T.(b.1840%)
Benjamin \_Thomas M.(b.1843)
Caleb
__|Moses
James ------ {Josiah
(1695-1755) |Stephen
John
David
Henry
Anne
Josiah ~

(b.1700)
.



I(a)

SANFORD JENKS CALVIN (b. 1770) OF RUTLAND, VERMONT,
AND NEW YORK, HIS ANCESTRY AND DESCENDANTS.

1st Generatigg

JOHN CALVIN (later COLVIN), (1654?-1729), Dartmouth,
Massachusetts,and Rhode Island.
(See three preceding pages and Part I, Chapter 8.)

2nd Generation
JOHN CALVIN or COLVIN, JR. (1681-1764), yeoman, Dart-
mouth, Massachusetts,and Rhode Island, (John 1).

Son of John Calvin (1) and Dorothy (Allen)
Calvin.

Born at Dartmouth, Massachusetts, April 19,
1681; died in Rhode Island July 1, 1764. Married

three times (1) to Lydia , {2) on Nov. 21,
1734, to Mary Dyer, born Oct. 5, 1686, who was widow
of Charles Dyer, and (3).to Margaret , b. s
d. in 1763,

John, Jr, moved from Dartmouth, Massachusetts, to
Rhode Island with or at about the same time as his
father, following the purchase of land there in 1705
by the latter. John, Jr., who was then already mar-
ried and the head of a family, seems to have located
at Scituate, Rhode Island, where he became a pros-
perous and substantial citlzen. He deeded several
parcels of land to his children between 1729 and 1763,
despite which an inventory of his holdings in 1763
showed assets to the value or 1,689, 10 shillings,
and 6 pence. He had eight children, as follows:
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17.

11. Jonathan, b. at Dartmouth, Mass., January

7, 1704.

12, Lydis, b. at Dartmouth, Mar. 20, 1705,
married ____ Thornton.

13. Charity, b. at Dartmouth, Jan. 1, 1707,
married Burlingame.

14. Stephen, b. in Rhode Island.

15. John, b. in Rhode Island , married
Amy

16. Hopkins (Samuel?), b. in Rhode Island.

17. *Jeremiah, b. in Rhode Island in 1715 or
1716, 4. Feb. 15, 1808, at Clarendon,
Vermont,

18. Mathew, b. in Rhede Island in 1718, d. Mar.
19, 1755; married Meribah Smith on Sept.
18, 1737.

>rd Generation

JEREMIAH COLVIN (1715 or 16-1808)(John, Jr. 2,
John 1), yeoman, Rhode Island and Vermont.

Son of John Calvin, Jr. (3).

Said to have been born at Cranston, R.I. in 1715
or 1716, died at Clarendon, Vermont, Feb. 15, 1808,
at the age of 92 years. Buried in the Chipenhook
Cemetery at Clarendon. Married Ruth Tucker at Scitu-
ate, R.I. on June 23, 173¢. He lived most of his 1life
in Rhode Island but sometime before 1790 moved to
Clarendon, Vermont, presumably to be near his son
Levi, who had located there soon after 1770. With
Jeremiah the family name, which had been recorded as
both Calvin and Colvin in the case of his father and
grandfather, became clearly flxed for the time being
at least with the form Colvin. Jeremiah's known
children were:

l1¢. *Levi, b. in R.I., in 1745, d. at Clarendon,
Vt., on Dec. 21, 1834,

20, Jabez, b. in R.I., mar. Martha Danlels on
Nov. 1, 1761.
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4th Generation

19. LEVI COLVIN.(1745-1834) (Jeremiah 3, John 2, John 1),
R.I. and Vermont.

Son of Jeremish Colvin (17) and Ruth (Tucker)
Colvin.

Born at Kingston, R.I.,1n 1745; d. at Clarendon,
Vermont, on Dec. 21, 1834; mar. at Scituate, R.I.,on
Sept. 10, 1763, to Lydia Jenckes, who was the daughter
of Joseph and Sarah (King) Jenckes of Providence and
granddaughter of Governor Joseph Jenckes, a Colonial
Governor of Rhode Island. At the time of their mar-
riage Levli was only 18 and Lydia 21, three years
older, but the young romance proved a notable success,
as thelr wedded life together continued for 71 years
and was ended only with the death of Levi at the age-
of 89 years. Four of their children were born in
Rhode Island, but between 1773 and 1777 when Levl was
about 30 years old, he moved with hls family to
Clarendon, Vermont, where he lived the rest of his
1ife and where he was buried in the Chipenhook Ceme-
tery. At Clarendon and vicinity Levl evidently be-
came a substantial land owner, and early Clarendon
records show a great many land transfers by him to
other settlers and indicate that he was qulte active
in the purchase and sale of lands in the neighborhood.
During the Revolutlonary War he rendered military
gervice with the Vermont troops for three short peri-
ods in 1778, 1780, and 1781, holding the commissioned
rank of Ensign. Years after in 1832 when Levl was 87
years of age, the United States Government, In recog-
nition of this service, granted him a pension of $120
per annum, record of which is to be found 1n the Na-
tional Archives at Washington. On his death in 1834
this pension was continued to his widow, Lydia, during
her lifetime, which, however, was for only a few years
longer, as she was 92 years old at the time of her
husband's death.

The children of Levi and Lydia Colvlin were:
?21. Jeremiah, b. in R.I., Oct. 12, 1765;
d. Nov., 1826, in Vermont.
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22, Jonathan, b, in R.I., Aug. 12, 1767.
23. *8anford Jenks, b. in R.I., Mar. 2, 1770.
24, Alpheus, b. in R.I., Mar. 29, 1773;
d. Mar. 12, 1843, 1in Vermont.
25. Safety, dau., b. in Vt., Aug. 19, 1777.

5th Generation

23. SANFORD JENKS CALVIN (1770- ) Levi i, Jeremiah 3,
John 2, John 1), Clarendon, Vermont, and Madison
County, New York.

Son of Levi Colvin (1¢) and Lydia (Jenckes)
Colvin.

Born 1n Rhode Islgnd Mar. 2, 1770; died probably
in Madison County, New York, date unknown. He was
twice married (1) to Abigeil Chipman in Sept., 17899,
by whom he had five chilldren. Abigail Chipman was
b. Sept. 16, 1767, and was thus like Sanford's mother
three years older than her husband. The Chipmans were
a distinguished family 1n early Vermont history.
Nathaniel Chipman (1753-1843), fourth generation from
John Chipman of Barnstable, England, who came to
Massachusetts in 1630, was a graduate of Yale Uni-
versity, served as a Lieutenant during the Revolution-
ary War, was admitted to the bar 1n Vermont in June,
1779, in Dec., 1786 was slected Judge of the Supreme
Court of Vermont, and in Dec., 178¢ as Chief Justice
of that court. He was appolinted by President Washing-
ton as Judge of the U.S. Court for Vermont, a 1life of-
fice, but resignhed to resume the practice of law 1n
Important cases, later agaln serving as Chief Justice
of the Vermont Supreme Court. In 1798 he was elected
United States Senator for Vermont, strving until 1804,
and ended his career as Professor of Law at Middle-
bury College. The career of his brother Daniel Chip-
man was but little less dlstinguished. (2) Sanford's
second wife was Peckham(?) (name uncertain),
whom he appears to have married in Madison County,
N.Y., about 1803, but of whom 1little is known, al-
though she bore him six children.
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Sanford came to Vermont with his parents from
Rhode Island while a young chlld. He was evidently
well educated, is sald to have studied law, and to
have been admitted to the Vermont bar in 1790. He
seems to have practiced hils profession in Rutland
until about 1802 when he moved to Smithfield, Madison
County, New York, where he resumed his practice and
was later appointed Judge of a local court. He is
sald to have insisted on writing his name as it
sounded. to him, and always spelled it Sanford Jenks
Calvin. However, as he was an educated man, one may
suspect, as previously remarked, that the change in
spelling from Colvin to Calvin was based on the con-
viction that the name was originally Calvin and
should properly be so spelled. The form Calvin was
adhered to by his children and has always since been
used by his descendants.

Children of Sanford Jenks Calvin:
lst Marriage:

26. Zilpah Chipman, b. Mar. 3, 17S0;
mar. Darius Potter (1787-1836) on Nov. 2,
1810. _

27. *Alpheus Reed, b. Apr. 10, 1793; 4. Mar. 9,
1839; mar. Minerva Webb (1801-1835) on
Feb. 2, 1820. )

28. Electa Eldridge, b. June 30, 1795; d. Dec., .
1873; mar. Orlando Cushman (1794- )
on Mar. 17, 1816.

29. *Dilenc Dexter, b. May 15, 17¢8; 4. May 18,
1884; mar. three times.

30. Lucina R., b. July 20, 1800; 4. Jan. 10,
1879; mar. David A. Aldrich (1797- )
on July 18, 1830.

2nd Marriage:

31. Susan, b, in 1804; mar. Rebal Waterman.

%2. Philander, d. young.

%3. Lydia Jenks, b. Sept., 1808; mar. Stephen
Peckham Harrington. .

34, *Stephen Peckham, b. in 1813; mar. Relief
White.

35. *¥DeWitt Clinton, b. in 181%; mar. two
sisters.
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27.

29.

%6. *Darius Peckham, b. in 1816 or 1817; mar.
Candace M. Downer, a Mayflower descendant.

6th Generation

ALPHEUS REED CALVIN (1793-1839) (Sanford 5, Levi 4,
Jeremiah 3, John 2, Johr 1), Rutland, Vermont, and
Jefferson County, New York.

» Son of Sanford Jenks Calvin (23), and Abigail
(Chipman) Calvin.

Born in Vermont, probably in Rutland, on April
10, 17¢3; ddied March 9, 1839; mar. on Feb. 2, 1820 to
Minerva Webb, also & native of Vermont, who was b.
July 2, 1801, and 4. Feb. 17, 1835, when only 33
years old. The couple moved from Vermont to Jeffer-
son County, New York, prior tc 1824. On the early
death of his wife, Alpheus Reed may have remarried,
but no information on this point has been receilved,
nor &s to his children except one son, namely:

>7. *Delano Chipman, b. in Jefferson Co., N.Y.,
Nov. 3, 182k, )

DILENO DEXTER CALVIN (1798-1884) (Sanford 5, Levi 4,
Jeremiah 3, John 2, John 1), Rutland, Vt., Jeffer-
son Co., N.Y., Garden Island, Ontario.

Son of Sanford Jenks Calvin (23), and Abigail
(Chipman) Calvin.

Born in Vermont, probably Rutland, May 15, 1798;
died at Garden Island, Ontario, May 18, 1884. was
married three times with children by each wife. The
marriages were (1) On Nov. 24, 1831, to Harriett Webb,
who was b. Oct. 26, 1812, 4. July 4, 1843; (2) On Oct.
22, 1844, to Marion Maria Breck, who was b. May 23,
1821, d. Jan. 19, 1861; and (3) In 1863 to Catherine
Wilkinson, who died in Oct., 1912. The subject's
names "Dileno Dexter" apparently originated with a
neighbor and friend of the Calvins in Vermont. Early
records of Clarendon, Vt., show that by deed dated
Apr. 1, 1798, "Dileno Dexter" conveyed a parcel of
land in Clarendon to Theophilus Harinton for $300.
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The name Dllino or Dileno was no doubt a modification
of Delano, which was the Anglicized form of the French
proper name De la Noye. The founder of the Delano
family in America, Philippe de la Noye, was a French
Huguenot who joined the English Pdritans in Holland
and came to America with them in 1621. Some of his
descendants went to Vermont and Dlleno Dexter was
probably named for one of them.

How Dlileno Dexter Calvin grew to manhood in Ver-
mont but removed probably about 1830 to the vicinity
of Clayton, Jefferson County, New York, and how he
later established his home in Canada on an 1sland in
the St. Lawrence River known as "Garden Island," be-
came a prominent Caradian citizen and acquired a for-
tune 1n the timbering and shipping business, has sl-
ready been recited in Part I, Chapter 8, and need not
be here repeated.

Dileno Dexter Calvin had a total of fourteen
chlldren, as follows:

1st Marriage, to Harrlett Webb:

38. Cornelia Rosette, b. Nov. 16, 1832; 4. Jan.
28, 1867.

39. Catherine Webb, b. Feb. 2, 1835; d. Sept.
17, 1835.

40. Dileno Dexter, b. May 5, 1836; accldental-
1y killed on Oct. 9, 1858,

41. Alpheus Webb, b. Aug. 28, 1838; d. Mar. 9,

1839,

k2, Caroline Jenkins, b. Jan. 12, 1841; 4. Nov.
16, 1853.

43, Harriett Webb, b. May 9, 1843; d. May 28,
1843,

2nd Marriage, to Marion Breck:

44, Alpheus Frederick, b. Sept. 29, 18u5;
d, July 31, 1847.

45. Laura Electa, b. Nov. 28, 1848; 4. Feb. 26,
1025,

46. *Hiram Augustus, b. Apr. 6, 1851; d. Jan.
13, 1932.

47. Minerva Edna, b. Mar. 31, 1853, d. Sept.,
1911.
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48. Frederick Folger, b. Oct. 6, 1855; d. Nov.
23, 1857.

49, Ira Allen, b. Aug. 24, 1857; 4. Oct. 27,
1857.

3rd Marrlage, to Catherlne Wilkinson:

50. William Harcourt, b. Apr. 1§, 1864; acc.
drowned June 24, 1868.
51. *Sanford Chipman, b. June 16, 1866,

34, STEPHEN PECKHAM CALVIN (1813- (Sanford 5,

)

Levi 4, Jeremiah 3, John 2, John 1), Madison County,
New York.

Son of Sanford Jenks Calvin (23).

Born probably in Smithfield, Madison Co., N.Y.,
in 1813; date of death not known; married Relief
White. Two chilildren:

52. Sarah E., b. 1851.
5%, Lydia, b. 1860.

35 DeWITT CLINTON CALVIN (1814 ), Madison County,
New York. (Sanford 5, Levi 4, Jeremiah 3, John 2,
John 1.)

Son of Sanford Jenks Calvin (23).

Born probably in Smithfield, Madison Co., N.Y.,
in 1814; date of death unknown. Married twice to two
sisters, names not learned. Two chlldren known:

54. Lydia, mar. Coe; resided in Chicago,

I11.
55. Elizabeth, mar. 3 resided 1in New
Haven, Conn.
36. DARIUS PECKHAM CALVIN (1816- ), Madison County,
New York. (Sanford 5, Levi 4, Jeremlah 3, John 2,

John 1.)
Son of Sanford Jenks Calvin (23).

Born probably in Smithfleld, Msdison Co., WN.Y.,
in 1816 or 1817; married Candace M. Downer, saild to
have been a Mayflower descendant through the Downer
line. One child known:

56. Lorralne, said to have mar. Densusa Kennedy,
an Attorney at Law, of Waterloo, Iowa.
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37.

ke,

7th Generation

DELANO CHIPMAN CALVIN (182k- }, Watertown, Jef-
ferson County, New York, and New York City.
(Alpheus R. 6, Sanford 5, Levl L, Jeremiah 3,
John 2, John 1.)

Son of Alpheus Reed Calvin (27) and Minerva
(Webb) calvin.

Born in Jefferson County, New York, November 3,
1824; date of death not learned..

Delano Chipman Calvin studied law with John
Clarke at Watertown, New York, which he supplemented
by a year in law school. He was admitted to the bar
in September, 1849, and at once entered into active
practice at Watertown. In 1852 he was elected Dis-
trict Attorney of Jefferson County, serving a full
term of three years. He then resumed his private
practice at Watertown until January, 1867, when he
removed to New York City where he likewise practiced
his profession. In 1875 he was an unsuccessful candi-
date for the important offlce of Surrogate of New
York County, but on the death of Surrogate Van Sharck
in April, 1876, he was appolinted to fill the vacancy,
and the followlng autumn was elected to continue in
the office. During his term of office he was called
to pass on numerous lmportant matters and came to be
regarded as an able and distinguished officlal. He
recelved the degree of IL.D. from Hobart College at
Geneva, New York, in 1881. He died without issue.

HIRAM AUGUSTUS CALVIN (1851-193%2), Garden Island and
Toronto, Ontario. (Dileno 6, Sanford 5, Levi 4,
Jeremiah 3, John 2, John 1.)

Son of Dileno Dexter. Calvin (2¢) and Marion
(Breck) Calvin.

Born at Garden Island, Ontario, Canada, on April
6, 1851; died at Toronto, Ontario, on Jan. 13, 1932;
was married on April 22, 1879 to Annie Wenham Marsh,
who was born March 23, 1854,

As recited in Part I, Chapter 8, Hiram Augustus
Calvin was educated at Woodstock College and Queen's
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University, and upcon his father's death in 1884 suc-
ceeded him as head of the Calvin business enterprises
on Garden Island. Canadian Men and Women of the Time
(Morgan, 1912) says of him:

"Reeve of Garden Island, called 'a model
community'! in that for three quarters of a
century or more there has been an absolute
rule of temperance, good order and united
endeavour therein. Hiram A. Calvin was
prominently identified with the Y.M.C.A.;
an honorary member Frontenac Historical So-
ciety; a Governor Kingston General Hospital;
a trustee Queen's Universlty; Governor Kings-
ton School of Mining; a director Kingston
Shipbuilding Company; sat for Frontenac
(House of Commons) 1892-1896, when he de-
clined renomination, and again 1900-1904,
when he again retired; an Independent Con-
servative; a Baptist."

See also Part I, Chapter 8, for additional bilo-
graphical data.

Children of Hiram Augustus Calvin and Annie
(Marsh) Calvin:

57. Marion, b. Jan. 21, 1880; mar. Walter
Halcro Boyd.

58. *Delano Dexter, b. Sept. 7, 1881; mar.
Eleanor Elizabeth Malloch,

59. *Jonathan David, b. Nov. 20, 1883; mar,
Ann Bogue Reynolds. ‘

60. *Hiram Augustus, b. June 30, 1886; mar.
Dorothea Heighington. :

61. *Reglnald Marsh, b. Nov. 16, 1889; mar.
Edith Garland.

62. *Collamer Chlpman, b. April 11, 1894; mar.
Isobel Mooers.

63. Hilda Beatrice, b. Feb. 17, 1898.

51. SANFORD CHIPMAN CALVIN (1866- ), Garden Island
and Kingston, Ontario. (Dileno 6, Sanford 5, Levi ¥,
Jeremiah 3, John 2, John 1.)
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Son of Dileno Dexter Calvin (29) and Catharine
(Wilkinson) Calvin.

Born at Garden Island on June 16, 1866, the
youngest of the lldchildren of Dileno Dexter Calvin,
he jolned with his brother Hiram 1n taking over and
continulng the Calvin enterprises on Garden Island on
thelr father's death in 1884. WNow retired, he makes
his home at Kingston fronting Garden Island, and is a
keen yatchman. He is married but has no children.
See also Part I, Chapter 8.

8th Generation

58. DELANO DEXTER CALVIN (1881- ), Garden Island and
Toronto, Ontario. (Hiram 7, Dileno 6, Sanford 5,
Levi 4, Jeremiah 3, John 2, John 1.)

Son of Hiram Augustus Calvin (46) and Annie
(Marsh) Calvin. :

Born at Garden Island, Ontario, Canada, on Sept.
7, 1881; married Eleanor Elizabeth Malloch (Nov. 15,
1906) who was born Oct. 24, 1881.

, Fducated at Woodstock College and Queen's Uni-
versity, having received degree of B.A. in 1002. A
leading Architect at Toronto where he resides with
his family, he is also the author (jointly with T. R.
Glover of Cambridge, England) of "A Corner of Empilre"
{(1637) and "Queen's University at Kingston" (1941),
as well as _ numerous articles, short sketches, poems,
etc. See also Part I, Chapter 8.

Children of Delano Dexter Calvin and Eleénor
(Malloch) Calvin:

64. *Archibald Augustus, b. Dec. 2, 1G07: mar.
Ruth Gunther.

65. David Marsh, b. Feb. 9, 1909; 4. Sept. 7,
1909.

66. Edmund Senkler, b. Aug. 6, 1910; d4. Mar.
15, 1919,

67. Barbara Marian, b. June 29, 191k,
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59.

60.

JONATHAN DAVID CALVIN (1883- ), Garden Island and
Kingston, Ontario, Canada. (Hiram 7, Dilenc 6,
Sanford 5, Levi U4, Jeremiah 3, John 2, John 1.)

Son of Hiram Augustus Calvin (46) and Annie
(Marsh) Calvin.

Born at Garden Island, Ontario, on Nov. 20,
188%; married Ann Bogue Reynolds (March 1, 1916) who
was born May 26, 1889.

Educated at Klngston Colleglate Instltute and
Queen's University; B.A., 1904, B.Sc. 1907. Served
with the Canadlian Expeditlonary Forces during the
first World War, (1914-1919), as an officer of the
Canadian Engineers; retired with the rank of Major;
mentioned in despaches, 1919. ©Now on executive staff
of "Canada Steamships." Resides at Klngston, Ontario.
See also Part I, Chapter 8.

Children of Jonathan D. Calvin and Ann (Reynolds)
Calvin:

68. John David, b. April 7, 1918.
69. Margaret Crawford Reynolds (adopted),
b. Sept. 3, 1927.

HIRAM AUGUSTUS CALVIN (1886- ), Garden Island and
Toronto, Ontario, Canada. (Hiram 7, Dileno 6,
Sanford 5, Levi 4, Jeremiash 3, John 2, John 1.)

Son of Hiram Augustus Calvin (46) and Annie
(Marsh) Calvin.

Born at Garden Island, Ontario, Canada, on June
30, 1886; was married on Dec. 14, 1926 to Dorothea
Heighington, who was born Sept. 3, 1801.

Educated Kingston Collegiate Institute; jolned
staff of Bank of Montreal, Nov., 1904; Fellow,

~ Canadlen Bankers Assoclation (Queen's University cer-

tificate) 1916; served in Royal Naval Volupteer Re-
serve 1916-1919; Chartered Accountant 1924; now on
staff of Toronto Hydro Electric System; resides at
Toronto, Ontario. See also Part I, Chapter 8.

Children:
70. Rosemary (adopted). b. April 21, 1932.
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61. REGINALD MARSH CALVIN (1889- ), Garden Island and
Montreal. (Hiram 7, Dileno 6, Sanford 5, Levl %4,
Jeremiah 3, John 2, John 1.)

Son of Hiram Augustus Calvin (46) and Annie
(Marsh) Calvin.

Born at Garden Island, Ontario, Canada, on Nov.
16, 1889; was married on Dec. 3, 1919, to Edith Gar-
land, who was born Sept. 8, 189%. -

Educated Kingston Colleglate Institute and
Queen's University; B.A. 1911, B.Sc. 1914; Served
with Canadlan Engineers from 1914-1919 during the
first World War, retiring with the rank of Major; was
seriously wounded, Feb., 1916; now an executive on
staff of Canadian Vickers Co., Montreal, Quebec;
residence, Westmount, Montreal. See also Part I,
Chapter 8.

Children:

71. Joanna Garland, b. Sept. 4, 1920; d. April
17, 1929,

72. Hiram Arthur, b. July 29, 1926.

73. Edith Mary, b. June 9, 1930; 4. June 24, 1938,

62. COLLAMER CHIPMAN CALVIN (189%4- ), Garden Island
and Toronto, Ontario, Canada. (Hiram 7, Dileno 6,
Sanford 5, Levl 4, Jeremiah 3, John 2, John 1.)

Son of Hiram Augustus Calvin (46) and Annie
(Marsh) Calvin.

Born at Kingston, Ontario, Canada, on April 11,
1894; was married on April 17, 1926, to Isobel Mooers,

born June 8, 1903.

Educated at public school and Colleglate Insti-
tute, Kingston, (senior matriculation scholarship);
Queen's University, B.A. 1914, Osgoode Hall.

Served with Canadian Forces in first World War,
1916-1918; Queen's University Battery; Lieutenant,
Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve; took part 1n attack on
Zeebrugge, St. George Day, 1918; mentioned in
despaches,
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Read law with Alex Fasken, K. C.; called to the
Bar of Ontarilo, 1919; created King's Counsel, Decem-
ber, 1936; now partner "Fasken, Robertson, Aitchison,
Pickup and Calvin," a leading law firm at Toronto.

" Delta Chi (Osgoode Hall Chapter); Conservative;
Baptist.

Clubs: University (Toronto), Kingston Yacht.
Residence, Toronto.

See also Part I, Chapter 8, hereof, and Who's
Who in Canada, 1939.

Children:

74. Grace Marsh, b. April 16, 1929.

75. William Collsmer, b. Nov. 24, 1930.
76. Robert Alexander, b. Nov. 11, 1934,
77. Katherine Elizabeth, b. June 27, 1937.

9th Generation

64. ARCHIBALD AUGUSTUS CALVIN (1907- ), Toronto,
Ontario. (Delano 8, Hiram 7, Dileno 6, Sanford 5,
Levi 4, Jeremiah 3, John 2, John 1.)

Son of Delano Dexter Calvin (58) and Eleanor
(Malloch) Calvin.

Born at Hamilton, Ontarlo, Canada, on Dec. 2,
1907; married on Sept. 9, 1939 to Ruth Gunther, born
QOct. U4, 1011.

Educated, University of Toronto Schools, Queen's
University, B.A. (Hon. in History and English) 1931;
post graduate study 1n History and Economics at St.
John's College, Cambridge, England, 1931-32. Joined
staff of Canadian Bank of Commerce, 1932, Resides at
Toronto, Ontario,

Children:

78. Edmund Senkler, b. at Toronto June 16,
1940.
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PELEG CALVIN (1778-1852) OF MANCHESTER, VERMONT,
AND NEW YORK, PENNSYLVANIA, KENTUCKY, AND MISSOURI.
HIS ANCESTRY AND DESCENDANTS.

ist Generation

1. JOHN CALVIN (later COLVIN), (16549-1729), Dartmouth,
Massachusetts,and Rhode Island.
(See page 157 and Part I, Chapter 8, or consult in-
dex.)

2nd Generatlon

6. SAMUEL COLVIN (1688-1759), Coventry, Kent County,
Rhode Island. (John 1.)

Son of the immigrant John Calvin (1) and Dorothy
(Allen) Calvin.

Born at Dartmouth, Mass., Dec. 10, 1688; diled at
Coventry, R.I., Oct. 22, 1759. Accompanied his
parents to Rhode Island as a boy about 1705. He was
no doubt married 1n Rhode Island, but although he
raised s large family no record has been found of his
marriage nor of the malden name of his wife. The
will of Samuel Colvin still exists and is said to be
in possession of the ILane familj of Pennsylvania who
are descendants. It 1s also summarized in Austin's
Genealogical Dictionary of Rhode Island. The follow-
ing extracts may be of 1nterest:

"In the name of God, Amen: I, Samuel
Colvin, of Coventry, in the County of
Kent, in the Colony of Rhode Island and
Providence Plantations, in New England,
Yoeman, belng weak of Body but in my

-Right mind and Perfect memory and sound

175



176

THE CALVIN FAMILIES

understanding as to a Disposing mind, praise
be Glven to Almighty God for the same; and
knowing that 1t 1s Appoynted once for man to
dye, and not knowlng how soon 1t may please
God to take me from thils present world, Do
meke this my Last will and testament.

"First: And principally, I glve and Be-
quest my soul to God that Gave it, and my
Body to the Earth to be Decently buried at
the discretion of my Executors hereafter
named; and as to what earthly Estate it hath
pleased God to bless me withall, I Dispose
of 1n the manner and form followlng:

"I give and Bequest unto my loving wife
Phebe Colvin the privelege of the best room
in my house during the time she remains my
widow.

"Item; I give and bequest unto my loving
son Thomas Colvin the sum of five shillings
current money 1n the old tenure, to be paild
by my executors herelnafter named."

(Bequests of like amount of five shill-
ings were then made to other sons and
daughters, namely: Daniel Colvin, Abl-
gall Franklin, Joseph Colvin, Elilzabeth
Daly, Sarah Burlingame, Mary Wight,
Susannah Colvin, Temperance Colvin, and
Phebe Colvin, but Rufus Colvin was given
the sum of Fifty Pounds and Richard Col-
vin Fifty-Four Pounds.)

"I give and Bequest unto my loving son,
Samuel Colvin, all the residue of my es-
tate, both real and personal, %o be and to
remain unto him my son, Samuel Colvin, his
heirs and assigns forever, whom I have ap-
poynted my Executor, except the privelege
of burylng place for all of mine to bury
there if they see fit."

(The will was dated Oct. 5, 1754, and
was witnessed by Rev. James Colvin



PELEG CALVIN OF VT. AND DESCENDANTS 177

(brother) and Benj. and Jno. Fisk, re-
lated by marriage. After the signa-
tures appears the following:)

"The subscriber make, represent and at-
test that I made a mystake 1n name of one
of the Legatees named in the above Will,
and that Temperance ought to have been
written Contente. (Signed) John Fisk."
Dated Jan. 14, 1760. The will was ap-
proved in the Town Council held in Coven-
try "on ye 1lUth Jany., 1760."

Samuel Colvin, Jr., the residuary legatee and
executor of his father's willl, was an offlcer with
Colonial Rhode Island troops during the French and
Indlan War, and hils commission issued by the King of
England in 1756 1s still treasured by descendants in
Pennsylvania, who also have his o0ld powder horn,
‘bearing the initilals "S. C."

Samuel Colvin, the father, had thirteen children,
presumably all born in R.I., as follows:

79. Thomas, b. 1711; d. Jan. 24, 1805; mar.
Frances Briggs.

80. Danilel, b. 1716; d. Jan. 3, 1799; mar.
Zlipporah Briggs.

81. Abigall, b. 5 mar, Franklin,

82. Joseph, b. 1720%; 4. 1793; mar. Austers
Aylesworth, Phebe .

83. Elizabeth, b. ;s mar. Samuel Daly

(Dailey).

84, Sarah, b. s mar, Philip Burlingame
Nov. 25, 1744,

85. Mary, b. ; mar, Wright (Wight).

86. Samuel, b. Apr. 18, 1732; 4. Jan. 24,

' 1821; mar. Naoma Burlingame.

87. Susannah, b. .

88. *Richard, b. 1745%2; 4. 1815?; mar.
Rosannah Russell?.

89. Temperance {or Contente), b,

90. Phebe, b. .

91. Rufus, b. .
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3rd Generation

88. RICHARD COLVIN (17459-1815?), Coventry, Rhode
Island, and Manchester, Vermont. (Samuel 2,
John 1.) Revolutionary soldier.

Son of Samuel Colvin (6). That Richard Colvin
of Manchester was Samuel's son and a grandson of the
immigrant John Calvin was the conclusion of the late
E. J. Colvin of Warwick, R.I., who spent years on the
study of the early New England Colvins, and the evl-
dence although circumstantlial is convincing. Richard
of Manchester came from Rhode Island, Samuel's son
Richard was the only Richard Colvin of record there
during the period involved, and he dlsappeared from
Rhode Island about the time a number of the Colvins
were moving to Vermont. There seems no doubt that
the two were 1dentical.

No record has been found of Richard Colvin's
birth or marriage in the incomplete Rhode Island
Archives, but he was undoubtedly born at Coventry,
probably about 1745 or a few years earlier, and was
thus & minor child when his father's wil]l was made in
1754. He was evidently married in Rhode Island and
some of hils children must have been born there. The
maiden name of his wife 1s uncertain, but there are
Indications 1t may have been Rosannah Russell. He
moved with his family to Bennington County, Vermont,
apparently about the outbreak of the Revolution, the
first record of him in Vermont belng as a soldier
with the Vermont troops in July, 1777. A summary of
‘his military service durlng the Revolution will be
found in Part I, Chapter 20, and the anecdote passed
down by family tradition regarding his appointment as
Corporal in reward for alertness on sentry duty is
related in Chapter 8 of Part I.

In Vermont Richard established his home at Man-
chester, where the 1790 Census shows him with a fami-
ly of elght, including one boy then over 16 and two
under that age. Town records,show that on Feb. 1,
1796, he bought land in Manchester from one Jacob
Cory. Richard seems to have made several trips to
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his o0ld home in Rhode Island, possibly to visit a
married daughter and his brothers, and the 1800 Cen-
sus found him there, although his presumed wife Ros-
annah 1s shown by the Census of that year at Man-
chester, with family of one male and one female both
between 16 and 26 years of age. He evidently returned
to Manchester from thls vlsit as there 1s court rec-
ord of him there in 1814. However, sometime later
when he must have been about 70 years old he seems to
have again left alone on a vislt to Rhode Island, but
on this trip apparently never reached hils destina-
tlon and was evidently never heard of again. Even-
tually, 1n 1821 application was made for administra-
tion of his estate, which was finally settled July 2,
1823, as per probate records at Manchester. His son
Peleg came from Kentucky in 1822 and visited Rhode
Island "to procure testimony of his father's death,"
but as’ related in Part I, Chapter 8, his claim for
expenses was not allowed by the administrator and the
trip was probably fruitless. Richard's wife was not
mentioned in the settlement of hils estate and she was
probably then also dead. The probate records indi-
cate that there were 3 sons and 3 daughters then 1iv-
ing, all naturally listed with the name Colvin, but
as heretofore set forth, one of the sons, Peleg,
later adopted the spelling Calvin for the famlly
name, which his descendants have since contilnued.

The children of Richard Colvin shown by the
probate records were:

92. Samuel, b. probably about 1772.
93. Russell, b. .

94, *peleg, b. 1778; 4. 1852,

95. Susan, b. .

g6. Clarissa, b. .

97. Sarah, b. .

“lth Generation

94, PELEG CALVIN (1778-1852), Farmer and Ploneer, Man-
chester, Vermont; Willsboro, New York; Lancaster
County, Pennsylvania; Fayette County, Kentucky; and
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Pike and Lincoln Counties, Missouri. (Richard 3,
Samuel 2, John 1.)

Son of Richard Colvin (88).

Born in Vermont (undoubtedly Bennington County)
in 1778; record of his birth not found but the 1850
Census of Lincoln County, Missourl, gave his age as
then 72, birthplace Vermont; died in Lincoln County,
Missouri, in 1852; married (1) Nancy Dunn (b. Dec. 27,
1780), daughter of Duncan and Jane (Soper) Dunn of
Manchester, Vermont, and (2) Elizabeth Shepherd in
Bourbon County, Kentucky, on July 2, 1823 (Bourbon
County records). No record has yet been found of
Peleg's marriage to Nancy Dunn, but evldence that
Nancy was his first wife is (1) A blography of Peleg's
son Andrew in Perrin's History of Fayette County,
Kentucky, states that Andrew's maternal grandfather
was "Dennis Duncan Dunn"; (2) Duncan Dunn and family,
with one daughter Nancy (ancther daughter having died
as a child) were neighbors of the Richard Colvin
family at Manchester where Peleg grew up; (3) Peleg
accompanlied or followed the Dunns to Willsboro, Essex
County, New York, when the Dunns moved there from Man-
chester about 1795, and in 1800 Peleg, then married
and 22 years old, was living with his young wife and
small son near the Dunns at Willsboro; (4) Peleg
named his first daughter Jane, the name of Nancy
Dunn's mother, while Peleg's elder son David named
his first daughter Nancy; and (5) Duncan Dunn .and
wife in their old age moved to Fayette County, Ken-
tucky, where Peleg was then living, and Duncan, in
application for a Revolutionary War pension,dated
Fayette County, Kentucky, Sept. 11, 1820, stated he
was then dependent for support on "a son-in-law."
That this son-in-law was Peleg Calvin 1s indlcated by
the 1820 Census for Fayette County which shows that
Peleg's famlly then included a man and woman who were
both over 45 years of age, Peleg himself having been
then only 42,

The migration of Peleg and family from Vermont
via Essex County, New York, to Pennsylvanla, Kentucky,
and Missouri, and other biographical data regarding
him, has been set forth in Part I, Chapter 8, and
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need not be repeated here. As there stated he
changed the spelling of hls family name from Colvin
to Calvin, thus resuming the name of hls immigrant
great grandfather, John Calvin, which restored form
has since been adhered to by Peleg's descendants.

The date of the death of Peleg's first wife,
Nancy (Dunn) Calvin, has been lost, but 1t was
probably & short time before 1820 as she cannot be
identified in the 1820 Census of the family in Fay-
ette County, Kentucky, which shows the family of
Peleg Calvin (name so spelled) then consisted of:

"Free White Males -
Under 10 years - - - - - - 3
Over 10 and under 16 yrs - 3
Over 16 and under 26 yrs - 2
Over 26 and under 45 yrs.,-
including heads of famlly 1
Over 45 yrs., including

heads of family - - - - - 1
"Free White Females -
Under 10 years - - - - - - 2

Over 16 and under 26 yrs.,-
including head of family- 1
Over 45 yrs., including

head of family- -~ - - - - 1
"Slaves - Female -
Under 14 years - - - - - - 1
Over 14 and under 26 yrs. 1
"Total number of persons- - -~ - - - 16
"Number of persons engaged 1n
agriculture - - - = - = - - - - - 11."

A tale not previously told in Part I regarding
Peleg Calvin's walking trip from Kentucky to Vermont
at the time his father's estate was being adminis-
tered has been passed down by his descendants. As
the story goes Peleg traded his share of the estate
in Vermont "sight unseen" for a tract of land in
Illinols across the Mississippi River from St. Louls,
Missouri, which belonged to a Vermonter who had been
out in that region. If true, this trade may have had
something to do with Peleg's declslion to leave Ken-
tucky, despite the efforts of his friends and
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neighbors there to dissuade him. According to the
tale, howéver, when Peleg reached the land in I11i-
nols, he found 1t to be swamp land about three quar-
ters under water, full of croaking frogs and bull
rushes, and apparently valueless. Deciding that he
had got emphatically the worst of hls trade but that
there was nothing he could do about 1t, Peleg 1s said
to have crossed the Mississippl with hils family and
located in Pike County, Missouri, north of St. Louis,
where he acqulred several hundred acres of land. The
land in I1linois thus abandoned 1s apparently a part
of that now occupied by the extensive factories and
rallroad yards at East St., Louis, Illinois, and worth
several million dollars.

According to well-established family tradition
and a statement 1n the obituary of one of his sons,
Peleg Calvin was the father of 19 children, three of
whom evidently died without issue before the death of
the father in 1852, as the probate records of Lincoln
County, Missourl, in listing the helrs to his estate,
give the names of 16 children. ©Nine of these, seven
boys and two girls,were sald to have been by his first
wife, while seven, five boys and two girls, were chil-
dren of his second wife, Elizabeth. The 1850 Census
for Lincoln County, Missouri, apparently glves the
name of a seventeenth child, as 1t shows Wesley
(Westley) Calvin, then a boy of 11, born 1839, as a
member of Peleg's famlly. Since Wesley's name was
not listed with Peleg's chlldren two years later by
the administrator of his estate, the boy may have
died in the interim. Nothing 1s known of the remain-
ing two of the 19 chilldren, but one of them was
probably the first child, a son born about 1799, name
unknown but possibly Richard, of whom no later record
can be found.

The 16 children of Peleg Calvin shown by the
probate records wlth the seventeenth listed 1n the
1850 Census were as follows:

98. *David P., b. 1801; 4. 1851.
99. Elijah, b. 180%%
100. *Hiram, b. 18059
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101. Jane, b. , mar., Estes.
102. *Dennis, b. May 19, 1808; d. Nov. 18,
1879.
103. *Andrew H., b. Jan. 1, 1810; 4. 1889,
104, Sarah, b. )
— 2
105. James, b. ) twins’

106. *John, b. March 5, 1813; a. Sept., 1894,
107. *William H., b. 18289%)

108. Mary A., b. 18287 ) CWins?

109. George 0., b. .

110. Marshall A., b. 1833.

111. Benjamin F., b. 1836.

112. Wesley (Westley), b. 1839.

113. Louisa T., b. 1840°?

114. Thomas M., b. 1843,

5th Generation

98. DAVID P. CALVIN (1801-1851), Fayette County, Xen-
tucky, and Callaway County, Missouri. (Peleg 14,
Richard 3, Samuel 2, John 1.)

Son of Peleg Calvin (94) and Nancy (Dunn) Celvin.

Born in New York in 1801 (from 1850 Census);
dled in Callaway County, Missouri, in November, 1851
(Callaway County probate records); married Mahala
Jones in Fayette County, Kentucky, Oct. 8, 1824
(Fayette County records). David P. Calvin was evi-
dently the second child of Peleg Calvin, the first
having apparently died young. Following hils marriage
in Kentucky in 1824, David P. may have accompanied
his father Peleg to Missouri about 1826 or 1827, but
instead of locating near him in Plke County, proceed-
ed on to Callaway County in central Missouri where he
established his home and where he died in 1851, a few
months before his father, then residing in Lincoln
County, Missourl.

Numerous descendants of David P. Calvin are still
reslidents of Callaway and Boone Counties and elsewhere
in central Missouri, but David's youngest son and '
namesake removed with his own family i1n 1889 to Texas
where he engaged in farming. The latter's son, E. A.
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Calvin, i1s now a prominent resident of Houston, where
he 1s a leader 1in civic and political affairs.

The children of David P. and Mahala (Jones)
Calvin (all born in Missourl except Thomas, the
eldest) were:

115. Thomas M., b. in Kentucky,.1826.
116. Hiram, b. 1829,

117. Nancy J., b. 1833,

118. wWilliam H., b. 1834.

119. John M., b. 1838.

120. Louisa?, b. 1840.

121, James A., b. 1843,

122. Emily, b. 1845,

123, David, b. 1846,

124, Catherine, b. 1848.

100. HIRAM CALVIN (b. 1805%?), Fayette County, Kentucky,
and Madison County, Illinois. (Peleg 4, Richard 3,
Samuel 2, John 1.)

Son of Peleg Calvin (94) and Nancy (Dunn) Calvin.

Born in 1805; evidently grew up and married in
Kentucky to Jane , leaving shortly after his
marriage for Indlana asbout 1836, and going from there
to Illinois and Missouri, thence returning to Madison
County, Illinoils, where he was located in 1850. How-
ever, the listing of him as Peleg Calvin's son Hiram
is conjecture, based on the fact shown by the 1850
Census that he was of sultable age, that he went from
Kentucky where Peleg had lived to Missouri where
Peleg moved, and that he then returned to Madison
County, Illinols, where Peleg's son Dennls was liv-
ing. Unless this surmise 1s correct, no record has
been found of Peleg's son Hiram.

Children of Hiram and Jane Calvin in 1850 were:

125. William, b. 1833 in Indisna.
126. Amanda, b. 1835 in Illinois.
127. Frances, b. 1838 in Missouri.
128, Lavina, b. 1840 in Missouri.
129. Mary Jane, b. 1843 in Missouri,
130. John, b. 1848 in Missouri.
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102. REV. DENNIS CALVIN (1808-1879), Minister; Fayette
County, Kentucky; and Monroe and Madison Countiles,
I1linois. (Peleg 4, Richard 3, Samuel 2, John 1.)

Son of Peleg Calvin (94) and Nancy (Dunn) Calvin.

Born near lLancaster, Lancaster County, Pennsyl-
vania, May 19, 1808 (Famlly records). Removed with
his parents while a chlld via Western Pennsylvania to
Woodford County, Kentucky, and thence to Fayette
County, Kentucky, near Lexington. Died at Centralia,
Illinois, Nov. 18, 1879. Married Jan. 9, 1827, in
Kentucky to Melinda Sheppard (b. 1805, d. 1897), of
pure Scotch descent (Family records). Dennis Calvin
and wife did not accompany his father Peleg Calvin
and family to Pilke County, Mlssouri, but remained in
Kentucky until 1833, at which time they moved to
I1linois, first settling in Monroe County, one mile
from Columbis. In 1850 Dennie and family moved to
Madison County, Illinois, settling near Alhambra, and
on Feb. 15, 1872, he moved to Centralia, Illinois,
where he resided until his death 1n 1879.

Dennis Calvin while stl1ll a youth was a devout
Christlan, and joined the Methodist Episcopal Church
in 1818 when he was only 10 years old. He was 1i-
censed as an exhorter in 1834, and ordained as a
Minister of the Church in 1852, continuing to preach
until his death in 1879. For a number of years he
served as & circult rider through Southern and South
Central Illinois. 8ee also Part I, Chapter 8.

Rev. Dénnis Calvin had eight children, three of
whom died while young and are not listed herein. The
five who grew to maturity were:

131. *James, b. in Ky., Oct. 2, 1829; 4. Apr.
3, 1903.

132. Leander, b. in Ky., in 1831; deaf mute,
never married.

133. *Thomas Filelding, b. in Ky., July 28,
1832; 4. in Mo., Sept. 1, 1909,

134, *William Henry, b. in I11l., May 12, 1841;
d. 1in Idaho, Oct. 19, 1927.

135. *Louis Oscar, b. in Ill., May 9, 1848; a.
in Calif., March 17, 1931.
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10%. ANDREW H. CALVIN (1810-1889), Farmer, wagon manu-
facturer; Fayette County, Kentucky. (Peleg 4,
Richard 3, Samuel 2, John 1.)

Son of Peleg Calvin (94) and Nancy (Dunn) Calvin.

Born Jan. 1, 1810, probably in Pennsylvania; re-
moved to Kentucky with hls parents while sti1ll a small
child and resided in Fayette County, Kentucky, all
his 1ife. He died there in 1889. He married (1)
Elizabeth L. Breckenridge; and (2) his first wife
having died in 1848, he was again married in 1852 to
America A, Webster, a widow, nee Huckell,

Although only a boy 1n his teens when his father
Peleg Calvin and famlly moved to Missouri, Andrew did
not accompany them but remained in Kentucky with a
childless couple named Sidener, nelghbors to the Cal-
vins. The Sideners had made such a fuss over Andy
that he was a frequent visitor at the Sidener home,
and when his father prepared to move westward to
Missourl Andy did not want to leave. It was finally
arranged that he should remain with the Sldeners who
promised to give him a good home, and see that he re-
celved a good education, with the understanding that
he would join his father later when he became grown
1f he then so desired. As things turned out, he re-
mained in Kentucky and never saw his parents again.
In August, 1837, he married Elizabeth L., Breckenridge,
daughter of Rev. Wm. Breckenridge, who was & brother
of Hon. John C. Breckenridge, Vice President of the
Unlted States from 1857-1861. This marriage into the
prominent Breckenridge famlly was of course a desir-
able one for young Andrew, but the wife was of frail
health, and after bearing two sons, died of "consump-
tion" in 1848. 1In 1852 Andrew was remarried to
America A. Webster, a widow with three children named
Margaret, Edward and Isabella Webster who were thus
added to the family. Andrew Calvin seems to have
prospered and become a useful and influential citizen.
He became owner of a valuable plantation on the
"Paris-Maysville Plke" outside of Lexington. He was
for some years Captain and Enrolling Officer of
Militia, served as Grand Patriarch of the I1.0.0.F. and
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Deputy Grand Master of Kentucky of the A.F. and A.M.
Some time before 1860 he engaged in the manufacture
of wagons, the Census of that year showing his occu-
pation as "Wagonmaker," with real estate to the value
of $12,900 and personal property of $16,400, in addi-
tion to which his wife had property valued at $3,600.
He was the owner of several negro slaves and must
have treated them well as they did not want to leave
when the slaves were emancipsted, one of them, a
house servant and cook named Sally, objecting most

" strenuously to golng and wanted to know what they
meant trying to drive her away from her white folks,
See also Part I, Chapter 8.

Andrew H. Calvin had seven children, two sons by
his first wife, and five chlldren by the second wife,
of whom two died while young and are not listed here-
in. Those reaching maturlity were:

1lst Marrisge:

136 John, b. about 1838; was killed in the
Civil War while serving as an officer
in the Confederate Army.

137. Robert Preston, b. about 1843; mar. and
had three sons, one of whom, John, be-
came a minister and moved to Los Ange-
les, California.

2nd Marriage:

138. Laura, b. 1853; 4. at Lexington, Ky.,
1933; never mar,
139. James, b. Sept. 3, 1856; d. at Lexington
s+ mar, but had no children.
140. Dixie, b. 1859; mar. James Foley, lLexing-
ton, Ky.

106. JOHN CALVIN (1813-1894), Farmer, Pike County, I1li-
nois, and Pike County, Missouri. (Peleg 4,
Richard 3, Samuel 2, John 1.)

Son of Peleg Calvin (94%) and Nancy (Dunn) Calvirn.

Born March 5, 1813 in Alleghany County, Pennsyl-
vanla; died Sept. 9, 1894 at Clarksville, Pike County,
Missouri. Married Jan. 6, 1835 to Rosanna Sherwood
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{(b. April 23, 1817; 4. Oct. 27, 1844). After the
death of his first wife, on Dec. 23, 1847, he was re-
married to Mary P. Hedges. (Newcom) who was born July
18, 1816, and dled Dec. 14, 1895. John Calvin came
to Pilke County, Missouri, about 1827 while a boy in -
his teens with his father Peleg Calvin and famlily,
and lived there until 1864 when he moved to Pike
County, Illinois, settlling in Pearl township. He
continued to live at the latter point as a farmer un-
til 1887 when he rented his Pearl farm and moved to
Clarksville, Missouri, where he retired and in his
0ld age enjoyed his favorite sports of hunting and
fishing; highly respected by all.

He had nine children, as follows:
lst Marriage:

141. Sarah Jane Narcissa, b. Dec. 2, 1836;
d. Jan. 16, 1882.
142. Mary Ann, b. May 5, 1838; d. Aug. 5, 1928.
143. Nancy Ellen, b. Aug. 21, 1840.
144, *John William, b, Oct., 20, 1841; d. Dec.
5, 1825.
145, Elizabeth Rosanna, b, Oct. 14, 1844;
d. Jan. 5, 1905.

2nd Marriage:

146. Amanda Virginia, b. April 21, 184c,

147, Rachael Fernetta, b. Mar. 26, 1851;
d. May 12, 1853,

148, James Edwin, b. July 16, 1854; d. Aug. 23
1878.

14e. *Francis N., b. May 28, 1856; d. June 9,
1925.

107. WILLIAM H. CALVIN (1828-1892?), Lincoln County,
Missouri, and Arkansas. (Peleg 4, Richard 3,
Samuel 2, John 1.)

Son of Peleg Calvin (S4) and Elizabeth (Shepherd)
Calvin. -

Born in 1828 in Missouri (1840 Census); died
about 1892 in Arkansas; married Mary Elizabeth Kitson,
born in Kentucky, died in Arkansas. Moved to Arkansas
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from Lincoln County, Mlssouri, about 1890, presumably
to live with one of his sons who had moved there.
William died there about two years later.

His children were:

150. *James A., b. 1n Paynesville, Pike Co.,
Mo., 1847; d. at Vandalia, Mo., about
1911.

151. John Edward, b. 5 d. in Arkansas; mar.

Jackson 1n Arkansas.

152. William, ‘b, ; went to Arkansas and re-
turned; d. at Anada, Pike Co., Mo.;
mar. three times (1) Jamieson,
(2) Belle Jamieson, a sister of the
first wife, and (3) Emma Holt of Pike
Co., Mo. ©Names of children unknown.

153, Charles, b. ; d. in Troy, Mo. No
further data.

154, Lu Anna, b. ; mar. R. N. Cook; moved
to Hannibal, Mo,

155. George, b. ; mar. Leonora Calvin, a
cousin; moved to Hannibal, Mo. No
\further data.

6th Generation

131. JAMES CALVIN (1829-1903), Farmgr, Jewell County,
Kansas. (Rev. Dennis 5, Peleg 4, Richard 3,

Samuel 2, John 1.)

Son of Rev. Dennis Calvin (102) and Melinda
(Sheppard) Calvin.

Born in Fayette County, Kentucky, Oct. 2, 1829;
dlied in Jewell County, Kansas, April 3, 1903. Moved
to Illinois with his parents in 1833 when a boy four
years of age. QGrew up in Illinois and became a
farmer. Married there to Mildred Jane Rosberry. Some
time after the Civil War he moved to Jewell County,
Kansas, near the town of Courtland, where he lived the

rest of his life.
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Four children, as follows:

156, John, b. Dec. 20, 1870; moved to Alberta,
Canada, near Calgary; Rancher; never
married.

157. James, b. Dec., 1872; mar. Anna Wing;
moved to Alberta, Canada, near Calgary;
Rancher,

158. Jennie, b. Jan. 9, 1874; mar. Joseph
Jackson; resides at Sallina, Kansas.

159. Ellen, b. Jan. 14, 1876; mar. Richard
Owens.

133. THOMAS FIELDING CALVIN (1832-1909), Miller, Realtor;
' Madison County, I1linois, and Joplin, Missouri.
(Rev. Dennis 5, Peleg 4, Richard 3, Samuel 2,
John 1.)

Son of Rev. Dennis Calvin (102) and Melinda
(Sheppard) Calvin.

Born near Lexington, Kentucky, July 28, 1832;
dled at Joplin, Missouri, Sept. 1, 1209. Married
three times (1) On Aug.. 31, 1854, to Mary J. Randle
who was b. July 14, 1837 and 4. April 16, 1865;

(2) On March 11, 1866, to Sarah R. Rosson who was b,
in Madison County, Illinois, Nov. 12, 1846 and 4. at
Joplin, Missouri, Nov. 13, 1886; and (3) to Mrs.
Elizabeth Bailey, nee Welch, who was b. Aug. 22, 1855,
and 4. June 17, 1908,

Thomas F. Calvin's second wife, Sarah R. Rosson,
was the daughter of Ephraim and Nancy (Isham?) Rosson,
who were natives respectively of Tennessee and Georgla.
The Rosson famlly in America originated with two
brothers, James and Robert Rosson, who came to Eastern
Virginia from Scotland in 1636, and later located in
Culpepper County, Virginia. An unusual circumstance
is that one of the Rosson families in Culpepper County
furnished eight sons who fought in the Revolutionary
War. One of these, Jesse Rosson, in application, for
a Revolutionary War pension, dated Meade County, Ken-
tucky, Jan. 7, 1845, stated "he was the youngest son
of his parents and had seven older brothers and that
every one of them like himself was in the Revolution-
ary War. His oldest brother, Joseph, took part in the
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Battles of Brandywine and Germantown." Thomas F.
Calvin's third wife, Elizabeth Welch, was the daughter
of Rev. John Welch, a native of Wales who came to
America with his family.

Although born in Kentucky, Thomas F. Calvin was
only one year old when his parents moved to Illinois,
first to Monroe County and later to Madison County
near Alhambra, where he grew to manhood. He did not
engage in farming but after his first marrlage set-
tled at Edwardsville, Madison County, Illinois, where
later during the Civil War period he operated a flour
mill. However, the opening up of new country appealed
to him, and in the early 70's he settled up his af-
fairs, and in a covered wagon he and his family
jolned the westward bound throng. Arriving at Ft.
Scott, Kansas, he heard of the discovery of rich de-
posits of lead ore in Southwest Missouril at a place
called Joplin. Driving there to investigate, he be-
came convinced that the section would grow and pros-

" per and decided to locate there. As one of the early
settlers he engaged 1n the handling of real estate
and took an actlive part in developing the section,
having platted and sold subdivisions comprising near-
ly half of the present city of Joplin. After hls re-
tirement from business, he served for some years as
Justice of the Peace, and was thereafter'generally
known a8 3Squilre Calvin. Repeatedly urged to accept
nomination for higher state or national office he in-
varlably decllined, preferring the peace of his Joplin
home where he resided until his death in 1909. He
was buried in the old Failrview Cemetery at Joplin.

He was a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church and
a devout Christian all his life, remaining always
true to the teachings of his father, the Rsv. Dennls,

Thomag F. Calvin had nine children, four by his
first wife and five by the second, as follows:

1st Marriage:

160. *James Elonzo, b. Madison Co., I11.,
April 23, 1856; 4. Alhambra, Calif.,
Dec. 26, 1916.‘ Mar. Lulu Shields,
Springfield, Mo. No children.
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161. *John Wesley, b. Madison Co., I1l., July
2, 1858; 4. Joplin, Mo., April 9, 1909.
Mar. Mollie Clark.

162. Alice Melinda, b. Madison Co., I1l., Feb.
20, 1862; 4. Joplin, Mo., Jan. 6, 1880,
aged 17 years; unmarried.

163. Charles, b. Feb. 6, 1865; 4. Feb. 23,
1865.

2nd Marriage:

164, william Franklin, b. Madison Co., Ill.,
April 6, 1868; 4. St. Louls, Mo., 1926.

165, Mary Belle, b. Feb. 8, 1870; &. Sept. 22,
1870.

166. *Claude Wesley, b. Joplin, Mo., March U,
1877; mar. Gertrude Beatrlce Binner of’
Aberdeen, Scotland.

167. *LeRoy Filelding, b. Joplin, Mo., March 24
1880; mar. Martha Ann Ranne.

168. Harry Howard, b. Joplin, Mo., Dec. 7,
1884; mar. Catherine Rhoades who diled
in 1934, One daughter, Frances Vir-
ginia.

1%4. WILLIAM HENRY CALVIN (1841-1927), Madison County,

Illinois, Kansas, Oregon, and Idaho. (Rev. Dennis
5, Peleg 4, Richard 3, Samuel 2, John 1.)

Son of Rev. Dennis Calvin (102) and Melinda
(Sheppard) Calvin.

Born in Illinois, May 12, 1841, and grew to man-
hood 1n that state; served 1n Union Army during the
Civil War; died at Greer, Idaho, Oct., 19, 1927; mar-
ried Ellen Veller Robison, of Scotch-Irish-French
descent, in Illinois, Nov. 25, 1860. Possessed of the
true ploneer spirit, after the Civil War Willlam H.
Calvin moved wilth his family to Kansas and from there
about 1886 to the Far West, settling in Oregon where
he engaged in farming and ranchlng for a number of
years, but later agaln moved to Idaho, locatlng near
Greer on the Clearwater River, where he lived until
his death in 1927 at the age of 86.
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Three children, as follows:

169. Adda, b. in Illinois, Aug. %1, 1862; 4.
Lenexa, Kansas, May, 1943, Did not
accompany her parents to the west but
lived with her grandparents, Rev. Dennis
and Melinda Calvin, in Illinois until
she was nearly 17 years old. Mar,.
George Allen in 1883; resided at Lenexa,
Kansas, until her death.

170. *William Grant, b. Alhambra, I1l., April
27, 1864; 4. Lewiston, Idaho, Feb. 13,

- 1931, .

171. *0liver Pressley, b. near Centralias, Il1l.,
Dec. 20, 1875; resides near Greer,
Idaho. '

135. LOUIS OSCAR CALVIN (1848-1931), Centralia, Illinois;
Monett, Missouri; San Diego, California. (Rev.
Dennis 5, Peleg 4, Richard 3, Samuel 2, John 1.)

Son of Rev. Dennis Calvin (102) and Melinda
(Sheppard) Calvin.

Born in Illinols, May 9, 1848; died at San Diego,
California, March 17, 1931, Married Lucinda Jane
walker, who was born Dec.,, 1848, died Feb., 16, 1902.
Grew up in Illinols. Entered service of the Illinoils
Central Railroad, becoming Foreman of roundhouse at
Centralia, Illinoils. Later held a similar position
with the St. Louls and San Francisco Railway at
Monett, Missouri. On his retirement moved to San
Diego, California, where he died in 1931.

He had five children, as follows:

172. Edward Newton, b. Oct., 4, 1876; d. April,
1917, unmarried.

173. George A., b. Mar. 24, 1879; d. May, 1918;
mar. Eddle James, Medill, Oklehoma, who
survived him. No children.

174. Charles Thomas, b. Mar. 13, 188%4%; 4. Jan.,
1921, Unmarried.

175. *Walter P., b. Mar. 13, 1887; mar. Agnes
Greiner, who was b, Mar. 13, 1902. Re-
sldes, Chula Vista, Calif.
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176. Elizabeth (0llie), b. Feb. 17, 1891; mar.
Jesse Blackburn. Resides, San Diego,
Calif.

1&4..JOHN WILLIAM CALVIN (1841-1925), Farmer, Pike
County, Illinois. (John 5, Peleg 4, Richard 3,
Samuel 2, John 1.)

Son of John Calvin (106) and Rosanna (Sherwood)
Calvin.

Born Oct. 20, 1841; died Dec. 5, 1925; married
on July 31, 1867 to Matilda Wheeler, who was born
June 13, 1840, died Jan. 6, 1930.

John W. Calvin was a prosperous and widely known
farmer in Plke County, Illinols, and one of the lead-
ing men in his section. A jovial man fond of com-
panionship, dinner at the Calvlin farm was an Iimportant
dally event. His own famlly consistlng of eleven
persons, it was a standing rule that there should be
plates for twenty at the dinner table, and it was
rare that every seat was not occupied. BSo famed was
his hospltality that friends and neighbors for milles
around who were passing by or could find a pretext
for doing so would drop in for a good dinner and a
pleasant evening, and were always welcome. A bilogra-
phical sketch of John W. appears in & Pike County
History.

His children were:

177. Effie R., b. Sept. 15, 1868; mar. Edwin
Smith.

178. Edna, b. March 28, 1870; mar. Jesse Jack-
son, Alton, Illinoils.

179. Elbina, b. June 17, 1872; d. Sept. 29,
1873.

180. Elmer, b. Sept. 12, 1874; 4. Nov, 7, 1879

181, *Thomas J., b. Dec. 12, 1876; 4. July 23,
194%4; mar. Emma McPherson.

182. Lucinda, b. Feb. 25, 1877; mar. Charles
Davis.

183. John W., b. Jan. 24, 1882; mar. Winnile
McPherson. Resides Trenton, Michigan.

184, 0live, b, Nov. 17, 1884; 4. April 10, 1913
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185.  Carna, b. March 14, 1888; mar. M. Booth,
Wood River, Illinois.

149, REV. FRANCIS NAPOLEON CALVIN (1856-1925), Pike
County, Mo., Orlando, Florida. (John 5, Peleg U,
Richard 3, Samuel 2, John 1.)

‘Son of John Calvin (106) and Mary (Hedges)
Calvin. :

Born in Pike County, Missouri, May 28, 1856;
died at Orlando, Florida, June 9, 1925; married
(1) Julia Boree, and on her death, (2) Mrs. Ida M.
Oppenlander, a widow. Francis N. Calvin was educated
at several schools, including the Unlversity of Chi-
cago., He was ordained as a Minister of the Christian
Church and served as Pastor of his church at Wor-
cester, Mass., Quincy, I1l., Kansas .City and St.
Louls, Mo., Milwaukee, Wis., Waco, Texas, (twice),
Colorado Springs, Colo., Sants Ana, Calif., Corsicana,
Texas, Warren, Ohlio, and Bartow, Florida.

His children were:

186. Artie Belle, b. May 21, 1877; mar.
Clay, Hooperstown, I11l.

187. Enola C., b, Oct. 17, 1882; mar.
Handley, Springfleld, Mo,

18¢. Francis, Jr., b. Jan. 17, 1892; resided
some years past at St. Paul, Minn.

150. JAMES A. CALVIN (1847-1911%), Pike County, Misscuri.
(William 5, Peleg-4, Richard 3, Samuel 2, John 1.)

Son of William H. Calvin (107) and Mary (Kitson)
Calvin.

: Born in Paynesville, Pike County, Missouri, in
1847; died at Vandalia, Missouri,about 1911; married
Malvina Wood.

Children:

189. William A., b. 1870 in Pike Co. near
Anada.

190. Mary Elizabeth, b, 1872.

191, Elizabeth, b. .

192. *Charles, b. 18769; d. in Illilnois.
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193. George W., b. ;s resides at Loulsiana,
Mo., where he is on the staff of the
Stark Nurseries.

194, Dora Lee, b. .

195. Julia Virtue, b. ___  ; mar. James Henry,
Godfrey, Ill.

T7th Generation

160. JAMES ELONZO CALVIN (1856-1916), Madison County,
J11linois; Springfield, Missouri; Los Angeles and
Alhambra, California. (Thomas F. 6, Rev. Dennls 5,
Peleg 4, Richard 3, Samuel 2, John 1.)

Son of Thomas Filelding CalvinA(133) and Mary
(Randle) Calvin. :

Born in Madison County, Illinois,‘April 23,
1856; died at Alhambra, California, Dec. 26, 1916;
married Lulu Shields, Springfileld, Missouri.

James E. Calvin grew up in I1llinois and South-
west Missouri, but after his marriage removed to
Arizona where he engaged in the. hotel business at
Yuma. He later sold out there and about 1890 located
at Los Angeles, California, where he took part in the
early development of the Southern Cslifornia oll
fields. Having acqulred a competence he retlired and
established his home in the nearby town of Alhambra,
where he died in 1916. He left no children.

161. JOHN WESLEY CALVIN (1858-1909), Madison County,
I1llinois, and Joplin, Missouri. (Thomas F. 6,
Rev. Dennls 5, Peleg 4, Richard 3, Samuel 2,
John 1.)

Son of Thomas Fielding Calvin (133) and Mary
(Randle) Calvin,

Born in Madison County, Illinois, July 2, 1858;
died at. Joplin, Missouri, April 9, 1909; married
Mollie Clark, daughter of Monroe Clark, a Virglinlan
who was a well-known early settler in southwest Mis-
souri, Coming from Illinois with his parents as a
boy in his 'teens, John W. grew up at Joplin where he



PELEG CALVIN OF VT. AND DESCENDANTS 1e7

was successfully engaged 1n the business of general
insurance and underwriting.

Children:

.196. *Clark Fielding, b. Oct. 18, 1882,
197. *John Courtney, b. Feb. 6, 1885,

166. CLAUDE WESLEY CALVIN (b. 1877), Joplin, Missouri;
Manila, Philippine Islands; Washington, D.C.;
Antofagasta, Chile; Lima, Peru; and Pasadena,
California. (Thomas F. 6, Rev. Dennis 5, Peleg 4,
Richard 3, Samuel 2, John 1.)

Son of Thomas Fielding Calvin (133) and Sarah
(Rosson) .Calvin.

Born at Joplin, Missouri, March 4, 1877; married
Gertrude Beatrlice Binner of Aberdeen, Scotland,
daughter of Thomas W. and Anne {May) Binner of Aber-
deen, who were both natives of Leeds, England.

Author and compiler of this histcry and genealo-
gy. Graduate, Georgetown University, College of Law,
Washington, D.C., (LL.B. 1912); admitted to the Bar
of the District of Columbila, June, 1G12. S3rent twenty
years in the Philippine Islands and South America,
first as an official of the Philippine Government and
later in South America as a business executive and
banker. Foreign languages, Spanish and French. See
biographical sketch in Chapter 8 of Part I hereof.

No children, only son having died in infancy. Now
retired; residence Pasadena, California, (1944).

167. LEROY FIELDING CALVIN (b. 1880), Jcplin, Missouri;
Long Beach, California. (Thomas F. 6, Rev. Dennis
5, Peleg 4, Richard 3, Samuel 2, John 1.)

Son of Thomas Fielding Calvin (133) and Sarah
(Rosson) Calvin.,

Born at Joplin, Missouri, March 24, 1880:
married Martha Ann Ranne of French and English descent.
An expert Certified Public Accountant, he left his
early employment at Joplin to accept a position as
Auditor with an oll company in Oklahoma and later in
Texas and Californla. Resignhed to become a partner
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with the Hugo Jones Organization, Tax Attorneys,
Auditors and Accountants, at Long Beach, Californilas,
which 1s now the firm of Degele and Calvin at Long
Beach.

Children:

198. Edgar Fielding, b. QOct. 8, 1212,

1¢¢. Sarah Cordella, b. Aug. 6, 1914; mar.

W. E. Tyhurst, Garden Grove, Calif,;
one son; Robert.

200. Joseph Wesley, b, Jan. 22, 1923; mar.
Marjorle Gay Portland. Joseph is now
overseas with the U.3. Army Alr Forces
in British India. (1944).

170. WILLIAM GRANT CALVIN (1864-1931), Alhambra, I1lli-
nois; Pleasant Home, Oregon; Lewiston, Idaho.
(William H. 6, Rev. Dennis 5, Peleg 4, Richard 3,
Samuel 2, John 1.).

Son of William Henry Calvin (134) and Ellen
(Robison) Calvin.

Born at Alhambra, Madison County, Illinols,
April 27, 186L; died at Lewiston, Idaho, Feb. 13,
1831; married Rosa Mary Kelly who was born at Port-
land, Oregon, Feb., 17, 1867, dled at Pleasant Home,
Oregon, Sept, 12, 1895,

William G. Calvin accompanied his parents to
Oregon about 1886, and was married in Sept., 1888,
establishing his home at Pleasant Home, Multnomah
County, Oregon, where he lived for thirty years, but
in 1618 moved to Idaho where his brother Oliver had
gone twenty years earlier. Resided in Idaho until
his death at Lewiston in 1931. '

Children were:

201. George, b. at Pleasant Home, Ore., Nov.
26, 188c; d. at Portland, Ore., Sept. 5,
1912. (WNever married.)

202. Adda Marie, b. at Pleasant Home, Ore.,
June 22, 18¢1; went to Idaho as teacher
in 1212; married David Edward Steiner
April 15, 1916; moved in October, 1940,
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to Seattle, Wash., where they now re-
side. Two chlldren, Homer Calvin,
(b. Oct. 31, 1917) and Rosella M.

(b. June 13, 1923).

203. *Roy, b. Pleasant Home, Ore., Nov. 20,
1892; mar. Jessie Metcalfe; resides
Kamiah, Idaho.

204, Ruth, b. at Pleasant Home, Ore., Feb. 17,
1895; an infant of only 6 months when
her mother died Ruth was adopted by a
cousin (Niblin family); mar. Ray
Reitsma, a native of Holland, in Oct.,
1917; resides near Portland, Ore.

171. OLIVER PRESSLEY CALVIN (b. 1875), Centralia, I1li-
nois; Oregon; Greer, Idaho. (William H. 6, Rev.
Dennis 5, Peleg 4, Richard 3, Samuel 2, John 1.)

Son of William Henry Calvin (134) and Ellen
(Robison) Calvin.

Born near Centralia, Illinols, Dec. 20, 1875;
married Clara Johnson, July 1, 1903, at Lewilston,
Idaho. '

' Oliver P, Calvin accompanied his parents as a
chi1ld from Illinois to Kansas and later about 1886
to Oregon. Went to Idaho in 1898 where he was mar-
ried at Lewiston in 1003. Engaged in ranching near
Greer, Idaho, and has resided on his ranch for the
past 40 years.

Children:

205. Helen Ruth, b. at Nez Perce, Idaho, Sept.
13, 1904; mar. Arden Dewey Schwartz at
Clarkston, Wash., Sept. 20, 1924; two
children; family now resides at Van

. Nuys, California.

206. Grace Viola, b. at Greer, Idaho, Jan. 29,
1007; mar. Eugene Peter Schwartz at
Lewiston, Idaho, a brother of Arden D.
Schwartz; four children; famlly resides
at Zillah, Wash.

207. *Oliver, Jr., b. at Greer, Idaho, June 19,
1912; mar. Nancy Harris. Resides at
Lewiston, Idaho.
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175. WALTER P. CALVIN (b. 1887), Chula Vista, California.
(Louis 0. 6, Rev. Dennis 5, Peleg 4, Richard 3,
Samuel 2, John 1.)

Son of Louils Oscar Calvin (135) and Lucinda
(Walker) Calvin.

Born March 13, 1887; married Agnes Grelner, who
was born March 13, 1902. Thelir home at Chula Vista,
California, near San Dlego, 1s only a few miles from
the Mexican border.

Children:

208. Glenn Charles, b. March 13, 1921.
209. Eugene Edward, b. July 23, 1925.

181. THOMAS J. CALVIN (;876—1944), Pearl, Pike County,
Illinois. (John W. 6, John 5, Peleg 4, Richard 3,
Samuel 2, John 1.)

Son of John William Calvin (14%) and Matilda
(Wheeler) Calvin.

Born Dec. 23, 1876; died July 23, 1944; married
Emma. McPherson on Dec. 2, 1900. Thomas J. Calvin was
& well-known farmer in Pike County, Illinois, whose
farm was located about three mlles from the town of
Pearl.

Children:

210. Etha M., b. June 27, 1902; mar. Asa
Heavner of Pearl, I1ll., on July 9, 1924,
211. Earl K., b. May 15, 1905; mar. Helen
Fisher; resides at Wood Rlver, Ill.
212. Edith M., b. Apr. 2, 1907; mar. Claude
Grafford, Wood River, I1ll.
213, Frank, b. Jan. 6, 1911.
- John, b. Feb. 2, 1914 )
- Jesse, b. Feb. 2, 191%)

192. CHARLES CALVIN (1876%- ?) (James A. 6, William H.
5, Peleg 4, Richard 3, Samuel 2, John 1.)

Son of James A. Calvin (150) and Malvina (Wood)
Calvin.

twins,.
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Born about 1876, probably in Pike County, Mis-
souri; died in Illinois, date not learned; married
Annie Morgan.

Children:

214, Lafayette, b. ; mar, Mildred Carr.

215, James C., b. ;5 unmarrled.

216. Charles Tony Robert, b. .

217. Ruth, b. 5 mar. Donnelly,
Phila., Pa,

218. Florence, b. 5 mar, McCune,
East Aurora, Ill.

219. Cleonle, b. ; mar. Jennings,
McCune Station, Mo.

220. Myrtle, b. ; mar. Sylvester,
Kahoka, Mo.

8th Generation

196. CLARK FIELDING CALVIN (b. 1882}, Joplin, Missouri.
(John W. 7, Thomas F. 6, Rev. Dennis 5, Peleg 4,
Richard 3, Samuel 2, John 1.)

Son of John Wesley Calvin (161) and Mollie
(Clark) Calvin.

Born at Joplin, Missouri, Oct. 18, 1882; married
Laura Wiseman, who was born April 12, 1883. Resides
at Joplin, Mo., where Clark F. Calvin has long been
an executive with the Joplln Supply Company, dealers
in lead and zinc mining machinery, equipment and sup-
plies.

Children of Clark F. and Laura (Wiseman) Calvin:

221, Marybelle, b. Apr. 6, 1910; d. Dec. 16,
1938.

222, Geraldine, b. Aug. 14, 1916; mar. William
Bobb.

197. JOHN COURTNEY CALVIN (b. 1885), Kansas City, Mis-
gouri. (John W. 7, Thomas F. 6, Rev. Dennis 5,
Peleg 4, Richard 3, Samuel 2, John 1.)
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Son of John Wesley Calvin (161) and Mollie
(Clark) Calvin.

Born at Joplin, Missouri, Feb. 6, 1885; married
Maude Loomls, Occupation, Insurance, Kansas City,

Mo.
One chilld:
223. *Richard Courtney, b. Oct. 7, 1913,

203. ROY CALVIN (b. 1892), Kamish, Idaho. (William G. 7,
William H. 6, Rev. Dennis 5, Peleg 4, Richard 3,
Samuel 2, John 1.)

Son of Willlam Grant Calvin (170) and Rosa
(Kelly) Calvin.

Born at Pleasant Home, Oregon, Nov. 29, 1892;
married Jessie Metcalfe July 3, 1221. Rendered mili-
tary service with U.S. Army during the first World
War in 1918, thereafter returning to Idaho, where he
now resides with his family at Kamiah.

Children:

224, Rosemarie, b. March 5, 1923.
225. James Dennis, b. Oct. 27, 1927.

207. OLIVER PRESSLEY CALVIN, JR. (b. 1912), Lewiston,
Idaho. (Oliver -P. 7, William H. 6, Rev. Dennis 5,

Peleg 4, Richard 3, Samuel 2, John 1.)
Son of Oliver Pressley Calvin (171) and Clara
(Johnson) Calvin.

Born at Greer, Idaho, June 19, 1912; married
Nancy Harris, July 3, 1937.

One chilad:
226, Peggy Joan, b. April 30, 1939,

Oth Generation

223%. RICHARD COURTNEY CALVIN (b. 1913), Kansas City, Mis-
souri. (John Courtney 8, John W. 7, Thomas F. 6,
Rev. Dennis 5, Peleg 4, Richard 3, Samuel 2,

John 1.)
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Son of John Courtney Calvin (197) and Maude
(Loomis) Calvin,

Born at Joplin, Missouri, Oct. 7, 1913; married
Marguerite Moore (b. 1916).

Children:

227. Carolyn Sue, b. Dec, 21, 1937.
228. Marilyn Ann, b. Aug. 17, 19l0.
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LUTHER CALVIN OF HUNTERDON COUNTY, NEW JERSEY,
AND HIS DESCENDANTS

(NOTE. The sources for data given hereln
regarding the immigrant Luther Calvin and
his descendants are as a rule indicated
by the text except in the case of Lnther's
son Joshua Calvin (232) and the latter's
descendants. The genealogical data for
these was furnished to the Compller by the
late R. Linnseus Calvin (430) of Youngs-~
town, Ohio, who devoted years to its col-
lection from family records and through
interviews and correspondence wilth members
of the family in Ohio and elsewhere.)

1st Generatlon

229, LUTHER CALVIN, the Immigrant, (1705%- ), Hunter-
don County, New Jersey.

Date and place of birth not known, but since ac-
cording to tradition ILuther Calvin's parents (names
unknown) were French Huguenot refugees who fled from
the Picardy region of France some time before 1700 to
England via Germany, Luther was probably born in one
of the latter named countries--perhaps more likely
England. The tradition regarding the flight of his
parents from France as part of a group of Huguenot
refugees has been fully related in Part I, Chapter 9,
and will not be repeated here. The story of Luther's
coming to America with others of the refugee group
and of his settling in Hunterdon County, New Jersey,
probably sbout 1725, has likewise been previously
told in Chapter 11 of Part I, and need not be recount-
ed. Fragmentary records indicate that Luther was a
leader 1n early Hunterdon County and a man of enter-
prise and ability. No record has been found of hils

205
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marriage nor the date of his death, but as stated 1ln
Part I there 1s reason to belleve that his wife's name
may have been Heath, and that Luther probably died be-
fore the year 1778.

Present-day descendants of the immigrant Luther
who live in eastern Ohlo declare that he had five
sons, named Luther, John, Stephen, Joshua, and Robert,
and all of these have been traced and identified in
later records. A great granddaughter of the immigrant,
Mrs. Grace (Calvin) Taylor of New Jersey, in giving
the names of Luther's children for the Genealogy of
the Opdyke Famlly which had intermarried with the
Calvins, stated: "hils children were Luther, 2nd, who
settled at Pattenburg, N.J.; Joshua, who went to
Shenandoah, Va.; 0lbo; and Lizzle, who marrled an
I1iff and left a son James at Asbury, N.J." The name
"01lbo" was evidently a mistake in copylng what was in-
tended for "John," but Mrs. Taylor apparently did not
know of Stephen and Robert. The incompleteness of
her 1list was quite possibly due to the departure from
New Jersey after the Revolution of all of the brothers
except Luther 2nd, her grandfather, thus causing
knowledge to have been lost of some of the others.,

The children of Luther Calvin, the lmmigrant, are
therefore listed as six in number, undoubtedly all
born in New Jersey, as follows:

230. *John, b. 17359%; 4. June, 1804, in Mercer
Co., Pa.

231. *3tephen, b. ;3 moved to Cumberland
Co., Pa,.

232, *Joshua, b. Sept. 14, 1742; 4. Oct. 4,
1832, in eastern Ohic.

233, *Robert, b. ;3 moved to Hampshire Co.,
Va., about 1780.

234, *Luther, II, b. s d. 1834 in New
Jersey.

235. Elizabeth (Lizzle), D. ; mar.

I11iff, leaving a son James who lived at
Asbury, N.J.
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2nd Generation

230, JOHN CALVIN (17359-1804), Hunterdon County, New
Jersey, and Mercer County, Pennsylvania. (Luther 1.)

Son of the Immigrant, Luther Calvin (229).

Date and place of birth not known but he was
probably a native of Hunterdon County, New Jersey,
born possibly about 1735 or even earlier, 1If he was
the John Calvin against whom there were proceedings
for debt at Trenton on Feb. 8, 1766, and if 1t be as-
sumed that he was then at least 30 years old, the
year of his blrth was not later than 1736. It seems
likely that he may have been Luther's eldest son.

John and his brother Stephen moved from New
Jergsey to Cumberland County, Pennsylvanla, evidently
soon after 1780, locating in Tyrone Township which 1s
now & part of Blair County, Pa. If both of them were
there 1n Feb., 1783, when Stephen was registered in
the county militia, John was then apparently teco old
for military service (over 45), as his name does not
appear 1n the militla lists. The 1790 Census for
Cumberland County shows that John's famlly then com-
prised one boy over 16 years, four under 16, and one
glrl, besides himself and wife. As stated in Part I,
Chapter 11, John Calvin and family finally located
about 1800 in Mercer County, Pennsylvania, north of
Pittsburgh, and John himself died there in June, 1804,
his wi1ll having been the first will admitted to pro-
bate in Mercer County. Nothing 1s known of his wife
except that her name was Agnes according to his will,
from which extracts are glven in Part 1I.

John Calvin's children, as named in his will,
were:

236. Nancy, b.

237. Polly, b. .

238, Luther, b. .

239, Stephen, b. . (wWas between 26 and 15
years old in 1810.)

240, William, b. . (Between 26 and 45 in

1810.)
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241. Gabriel, b. . (Served in the War of
1812; over 45 in 1820.)

242, *John, Jr., b. June, 1777; d. Oct. 3,
1865,

243, Catherine, b. .

ohl, sally, b. )

231. STEPHEN CALVIN ( - ), Hunterdon County, New
Jersey, and Cumberland County, Pennsylvania.
(Luther 1.) :

Son of the Immigrant, Luther Calvin (229).

Born no doubt in Hunterdon County, New Jersey;
date not known but as he was under 45 years of age in
Feb., 1783, according to the militia records of Cum-
berland County, Pennsylvania, where Stephen had moved
some time after 1780, he was evidently born after
1738. He was presumably married in Hunterdon County,
New Jersey, before moving to Cumberland County, Penn-
sylvanla, as the 1790 Census for the latter county
shows that his famlly then comprised three boys under
16 and four girls.

Stephen Calvin disappeared from Cumberland County
after 1790 and probably went west with his brother
John, but evidently did not locate in Mercer County,
Pennsylvania, with the latter, as no record can be
found of Stephen there. Where he went has not been
definitely learned, but there 1s reason to believe
that he may have gone down the Ohlo Rilver-to Mason
County, Kentucky, and that he was the Stephen Calvin
who later settled across the river in Brown County,
Ohio, where he died in 1821, leaving a son of the
same name. See Part I, Chapter 11. The 1790 Census
(Cumberland Co., Pa.) shows that Stephen then had a
femily of 3 sons and Y4 dsughters. Names of his chil-
dren unknown but 1t 1s surmised that James and Robert
Calvin who were early settlers in Beaver County, Pa.,
were his sdns, See Part II, V(c). However, as this
1s conjecture for which no proof has yet been found,
the children of Stephen Calvin are not llsted herein.

232. JOSHUA CALVIN (1742-1832), Hunterdon County, New
Jersey; Hampshire County, Virginia (now West Vir-
ginia); and Mahoning Co., Ohio. (Luther 1.)
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Son of the Immigrant, Iuther Calvin (229).

Born in Hunterdon County, New Jersey, Sept. 14,
1742; died in Mahoning County, Ohio, Oct. 4, 1832;
married Sarah Opdyke about 1766, undoubtedly in Hun-
terdon County, where 8ll theilr children were born and
where the Opdykes resided.

A full account has been given In Part I, Chapter
11, of the removal of Joshua Calvin and family from
New Jersey to Hampshire County, Virginia (now West
Virginia), about 1786, where they remained many years,
and of the later migration of Joshua and wife and all
of their surviving sons to Portage and Mahoning
Counties in eastern Ohio. The particulars there set
forth accordingly need not be repeated here.

Joshua and Sarah Calvin had eight sons as fol-

lows:

245, *Samuel, b. Dec., 22, 1767; d. June 5,
1854,

246, *Benjamin, b. Jan. 30, 1770.

247. *Luther, b. May 5, 1772; d. Nov. 1, 1841.

248, *David, b. June 18, 1775.

249. *Mahlon, b. Aug. 1, 1777; 4. Jan. 13,
1852, :

250. *Robert, b. Feb. 9, 1780; 4. May 31, 1870.

251. *Joshua, b. May 19, 1782; d. Feb. 19,
1804,

252, John, b. Oct. 24, 1784; 4. Dec. 19, 1785.

233. ROBERT CALVIN ( - ), Hunterdon County, New

Jersey; and Hampshire County, Virginla (now West
Virginia). (Luther 1.)

'Son of the Immigrant, Luther Calvin (229),

Robert was undoubtedly a native of Hunterdon
County, New Jersey, but the date of his birth has not
been learned. He was apparently the first of the im-
migrant Luther Calvin's sons to leave New Jersey, go-
ing to Hampshire County, Virginia (now West Virginia),
probably about 1779 or 1780 as he acquired land there
by deed dated March 25, 1780. The Virginia tax census
of 1782 for Hampshire County, shows Robert Calvin's
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name with & family of four, presumably himself, wife,
and two children. The 1784 tax census indicates he
then had a third child. This small family induces
the bellef that Robert had then not been long married
and that he was probably one of the younger of the
five New Jersey brothers,

So far as can be learned Robert Calvin lived in
Hampshire County the rest of his life. There are
various land transfers of record there from and to
him between 1780 and 1815, from which it appears his
wife's name was Nancy. The last deed 1n which he
figured was in 1815 when he transferred 345 acres of
land to Stephen Calvin, part of which land was
described as "adjoinlng lands of Luther Calvin, Jr."
Robert may have died shortly after this transfer. It
seems llkely that both Stephen and Luther "Jr.,” were
sons of Robert, as the names indicate New Jersey ori-
gin and they cannot be otherwlse identified. Luther
"Jr.," appears 1n several land transfers down to 1822,
after which there 1s no further record of him and he
may have gone west. Stephen seems to have remalned
in Hampshire County and to have dled there sometime
between 1827 and 1832, leaving two minor children. In
this connectlon see also Part I, Chapter 11. Robert
Calvin had at least one and perhaps several chlldren
in addition to his presumed sons Stephen and Luther,
but thelr name or names are not known, and Robert's
children, based on the above conjecture, are listed

as:
253. Luther, b. . (Possibly the oldest as
he bore his grandfather's name,)
254, Stephen, b. ;3 d. between 1827 and 1832

when the Court appolnted "Simion Hall as
Guardian for Maris and Stephen Calvin,
orphans of Stephen Calvin, deceased,
who are under 14 years of age."

234. LUTHER CALVIN IT ( -1834), Hunterdon County, New
Jersey. (Luther 1.)

Son of the Immigrant, Luther Calvin (229).

The date of Luther II's birth, presumably in
Hunterdon Co., has not been learned, but he evidently



LUTHER CALVIN OF N.J. AND DESCENDANTS 211

diled in 1834 as New Jersey records show that inven-
tory was made of his estate May 30, 183%. If 1t be
assymed he was between 80 and 85 years old at his
death, he must have been bbrn between 1749 and 1754,
Although here listed as the youngest of the immigrant
Luther's sons, this 18 merely conjecture as the birth
date of only one of them, Joshua, 1s deflinltely known.
According to his granddaughter, Mrs. Grace (Calvin)
Taylor, Luther married Catherine Britton, date of
marriage not given, and thelr home was at Pattenburg,
New Jersey. )

Luther II was the only one of the five.,sons of
the immigrant Luther who did not leave New Jersey.
All the known facts regarding him have already been
told in Part I, Chapter 11, to which attention is
called. The children of Luther Calvin II, as given
by his granddaughter Mrs., Taylor, were elght in num-
ber, as follows:

255. Thisbe, b. ;3 mar. Carter.

256.- *Joshua B., b. 1779; d. 1856; mar. Nancy
Opdyke.

257. Elizabeth, b. ; mar. Spencer Carter.

258. Katie, b. ; mar. Hummer.

259. ¥Nathaniel B., b. ; d. 1839.

260. Luther III, b. .
261. Mary, b. .
262. *Robert, b. .

3rd Generation

242, JOHN CALVIN, JR. (1777-1865), Hunterdon County,
New Jersey?; Cumberland County, Pennsylvania; and
Mercer County, Pennsylvania. (John 2, Luther 1.)

Son of John Calvin (230).

Born in June, 1777, probably in Hunterdon County,
New Jersey; died near Washingtonville, Ohio, Oct. 3,
1865. Date of marriage and nsme of wife not known.
Evidently accompanled his parents as a boy from New
Jersey and Cumberland County, Pennsylvanla, to Mercer
County in western Pa. Served in the War of 1812.
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The number and names of hils children not learned ex-
cept that he had a son Aaron who settled near Wash-
ingtonville, Ohio, and that John went to live with
him in his old age and died there at the age of. 88.

Known child:
263, *Aaron, b. 1816; d. March 21, 1885.

245, SAMUEL CALVIN (1767-1854), Hunterdon County, New
Jersey; Hampshire County, Virginia; and Mahoning
County, Ohio. (Joshua 2, Luther 1.)

Son of Joshua Calvin (232) and Sarah (Opdyke)
Calvin.

Born 1n Bethlehem Township, Hunterdon County,'
New Jersey, Dec. 22, 1767; died in Mahoning County,
Ohio, June 5, 1854; married Margaret Allen in Vir-
glinia, who was born Feb. 10, 1775, and died May 17,
1842, Both Samuel and his wife are buried in the
Disciples Cemetery west of Greenford, Ohio.

Samuel, as Joshua's eldest son, grew ur 1in New
Jersey and was a young man of about 19 when he moved
with his parents to Hampshire County, Virginia, in
1786. He was probably married about 1797, as his
first child was born in Sept. 1798. In 1801 Samuel
and his brother Luther acquired 280 acres of land on
the South Branch of the Potomac River in Hampshilre
County, by patent from the Commonweslth of Virginia.
Here Samuel lived with his family until 1816 when he
sold out and moved to Mahoning County, Ohlo, Green
Townshlp, where he bought 210 acres of land, residing
there the rest of his 1life. In 1834 he donated two
acres of his land for school purposes and the Locust
Grove School was later established there.

He had eight children, as follows:

26l4. Joshua, b. Sept. 12, 1798; 4. Feb. 5,
1881; never mar. ’

265. *Robert, b. Aug. 22, 1800; d. May 21,
1880.

266, Isabel, b, Sept. 12, 1802; d. March 28,
1861; mar. Michael Roller.
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267. Catherine, b. in 1805; 4. in 1888; never

married.
268. Elizabeth, b. ; mar. Alexander McBride
269. Margaret, b. ; mar. Hugh Blair.
270. Mary, b. 1811; d. 1887; mar. Edward
Vaughn.
271. Sarah, b. ;3 mar, McQuiston.
246, BENJAMIN CALVIN (1770- ), Hunterdon County, New

Jersey; Hampshire County, Virginla; and Portage

County, Ohlo. (Joshua 2, Luther 1.)

Son of Joshua Calvin (232) and Sarah (Opdyke)
Calvin.

Born in Hunterdon County, New Jersey, Bethlehem
Townshlp, Jan. 30, 1770; accompanied his parents to
Hasmpshire County, Va., as a boy in 1786. Grew up and
marrlied Rebecca Parker 1n Virginla and lived there
until 1808 when he removed to Palmyra Township,
Portage County, Ohio. Date of death not learned.

Four children, as follows:

272, John, b. .

273. *Albert 0., b. 1801; d. Feb. 9, 1845.
274. Sarah, b. .

275. Elizabeth, b.

247, LUTHER CALVIN (1772-1841), Hunterdon County, New
Jersey; Hampshire County, Virginla; and Mahoning
County, Ohio. (Joshua 2, Luther 1.)

Son of Joshua Calvin (232) and Sarah (Opdyke)
Calvin.

Born in Bethlehem Township, Hunterdon County,
New Jersey, May 5, 1772; died 1n Mahoning County,
Ohio, Nov. 1, 1841; married Lydia Cool in Hampshire
County, Virginia, She was born June 25, 1768 and
died May 11, 1857. Luther went with his parents to
Virginia from New Jersey in 1786 and after his mar-
riage joined with his brother Samuel in 1801 in ac-
quiring 280 acres of Virglnia state land on the South
Branch of the Potomac River in Hampshire County.
Here Luther made his home until 1816 when like his
brother Samuel he sold out and moved to Mahonilng
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County; Ohio, locating in Green Township where he
bought a half section (320 acres) of land. On this
he later built a substantial brick home where he
spent the rest of his days.

The chilldren of Luther and Lydia (Cool) Calvin
were:

276, *Philip, b. Dec. 7, 1798; d. Nov. 6,
1879; mar. Ann Nancy Roller.

277. Mary, b. 1801; 4. 1824; mar. William
Paxton, East Palestline, Ohio.

278. *John, b. 1803; mar. Elizabeth Ketch.

279. *David, b. Sept. 18, 1805; d. March 1,
1877; mar. Lydia Roller.

280. Sarah, b. Oct. 17, 1807; d. Dec. 19,
1876; never mar.

281. *Joshua, b. Sept. 23, 1809; d. July 21,
1888; mar. Ann Ketch.

282. Luther, b. Nov. g, 1811; d. Feb. 26,
1896; never mar.

248, DAVID CALVIN (1775- ), Hunterdon County, New
Jersey; Hampshire and Loudoun Countles, Virginisa;
and Portage County, Ohio. (Joshua 2, Luther 1.)

Son of Joshua Calvin .(232) and Sarah (Opdyke)
Calvin.

Born in Hunterdon County, New Jersey, June 18,
1775; died probably in Williams County, Ohlo, date
not learned; married in Virginia to Catherine
McDaniel about 1800 or 1801. David accompanied his
parents as a child from New Jersey to Hampshilre Coun-
ty, Virginla, where he grew up and married. After
his marriasge he is belleved to have lived a few years
in Loudoun County, Virginia, but in 1804 he moved
with his famlly to what 1s now Portage Co., Ohio,
having been the first of Joshua Calvin's sons to
settle in Ohio. Some of his brothers followed him
in 1808 and 1n 1816 the rest of the clan made the
move. See also Part I, Chapter 11. David later
moved to Williams County, Ohio, and presumably dled
there.
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David and Catherine (McDaniel) Calvin had twelve
chlldren, as follows: '

283, *Joshua, b. Mar. 15, 1802; d. Aug. 17,
1878; twice mar.

284, *Horatis, b. ; Portage and Williams
Cos., Ohio,

285. Stephen, b.’ ; 1llved 1n Steuben Co.,
Indiana.

286. *Vincent, b. ; settled 1n Williams
Co., Ohio.

287. Luther, b. ___ ; resided in Palmyra, Ohio;

: served in War of 1812.
288, David, b. .

289, *Seth, b. June 17, 182%4; 4. May 9, 1883;
mar, Mary J. Church.

200. Hannah, b.

291. Sarah, b. .

292, Amy, b. .

293, Urania, b. .

294, Rhoda, b. May 13, 1821; d. Aug. 8, 1896;
mar. Lorin Bigelow; resided at Palmyra,
Ohio,

249, MAHLON CALVIN (1777-1852), Hunterdon County, New
Jersey; Hampshire County, Virginia (West Virginia);
and Portage County, Ohio. (Joshua 2, Luther 1.)

Son of Joshua Calvin (232) and Sarah (Opdyke)
Calvin.

Born in Hunterdon County, New Jersey, Bethlehem
Township, Aug. 1, 1777; dled in Portage County, Ohio,
Jan. 13, 1852; married Isabella Haggard of Palmyrs,
Ohio, who was. born Dec. 30, 1795 and died Sept. 17,
1867. Mahlon accompanied his parents from New Jersey
to Hampshire County, Virginia (West Va.), as a boy of
nine or ten "driving the cattle behind the wagons."
He moved from Virginla to Palmyra Township, Portage
County, ,Ohio, in 1808, then still unmarried, but
later acquired himself a wife at Palmyra and became
the owner of 400 acres of land in Palmyra Township.
According to hls grandson, Alvin M. Day of Deerfield,
Ohio, Mahlon Calvin was also for some time the owner
of a general store in the neilghborhood, and Mr. Day,
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himself now nearly 80, recalls that as a boy he often
heard of the stories and anecdotes told by Mahlon and

other early
customed to
rear of the

Mahlon
as follows:

?95.

2¢6,

297.

298.
299.

300.

301,

302.

settlers who 1n the wintertime were ac-
gather about the blg wood stove in the
store. See also Part I, Chapter 11.

and Isabella Calvin had eight children,

*Samuel 0., b. Feb. 8, 1820; 4. May 6,
1884, :

James H., b. Sept. 25, 1821; d. April 16,
1850; never mar.

Lydia, b. Nov. 4, 1823; 4, Oct. 15, 1891;
mar. Jacob C. Earnest (Ernst?); resided
at Palmyra, Ohio.

Sarah J., b. Jan. 27, 1826; 4. Aug. 17,
1851; mar. James Byers, Palmyra, Ohio.
Mary, b. Sept. 10, 1827; d. Feb. 3, 1900;

mar. Hirtland Card; moved to Iowa.

Catherine M., b. July 10, 1829; 4. Jan. 5,
1865; mar. Wilson Buggles, Palmyra,
Ohlo.

*William H., b. Mar. 15, 1832; d. July 29,
1915; mar. Marish Grate.

Amanda I., b. July 28, 1835; 4. Aug. 8,
1911; mar. Rev. Hinman F. Day (b. Nov.
15, 1829, 4. Mar. 28, 1903); resided
near Palmyra, Ohld; three children:
Bleecher F., Lillian L., and Alvin M.
Day, b. respectively in 1854, 1855, and
186k,

250. ROBERT CALVIN (1780-1870), Hunterdon County, New
Jersey; Hampshire County, Virginia (West Virginia);
and Portage County, Ohilo. (Joshua 2, Luther 1.)

Son of Joshua Calvin (232) and Sarah (Opdyke)

Calvin.

Born in Bethlehem Township, Hunterdon County,

New Jersey,

Feb. 9, 1780; died May 31, 1870; married’

Margaret Fisher of Palmyra, Ohio, who was born June 6,
1800 and died Jan. 21, 1872. Robert was only six
years old when his parents moved from New Jersey to
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Hampshire County, Virginia. He was one of the second
group of the famlly which moved from Virginia to Ohilo
in 1808, locating in Portage County.

He and his wife Margaret had eleven children,
namely: .

303, Joshua, b. .

304. Mahlon, b. ; mar. and lived at
Palmyra, Ohio; had one daughter who
died young. The tale has been passed
down that Mshlon was working 1in the
woods one day when he heard the news of
the Mexlcan War. He at once threw his
ax with great force sticking it into a
tree, then rode away to’the war and was
never heard of again. The ax 1s sald
to have remalned in the tree several
years.

305, *John, b. June 5, 1821; d. Oct. 21, 1909;
lived near Palmyra.

206. Philip, b, s llved in Fau Claire,
Michigan.

307. Robert, b. in 1838; d. 1917; never mar.

308. *Nun, b. 1831; d. 1882; lived in Palmyra
Townshlp, Portage County, Ohio.

309, Sarah, b. s mar. Lorin Dix.

310. Margaret, b. ; mar. Gano;
reslided in Michigan.

311. Priscilla, b, ; mar. Benjamin Haggard;
resided ih Deerfileld, Ohio.

312, Ellen, b. 3 mar, John Dix; lived in

Palmyra, Ohio.
313. Zachariah, b. April 10, 1825; died in
infancy.

251. JOSHUA CALVIN (1782-1804), Hunterdon County, New
Jersey; Hampshire County, Virginia (West Virginia).
(Joshua 2, Luther 1.)

Son of Joshua Calvin (232) and Sarah (Opdyke)
Calvin. ‘

Born, Bethlehem Township, Hunterdon County, New
Jersey, May 19, 1782; died in Hampshire County, Vir-
ginia, Feb. 19, 1804; married Sarah Tate, who was
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born June 16, 1779 and died Jan. 29, 1847. Joshua's
death occurred at the early age of 22. His widow and
young son moved to Mahoning County, Ohio, with the
elder Joshua and party in 1816, where Sarah on her
death was buried in the Locust Grove Cemetery in
Green Townshlp.

One child:

314, *John Tate, b. Dec. 7, 1803; d. June 20,
1866.

'256. JOSHUA B. CALVIN (1779-1856), Hunterdon County, New
Jersey; Bucks County, Pennsylvania. }(Luther 2,
Luther 1.)

Son of Imther Calvin II (234) and Catherine
(Britton) Calvin.

Born in Hunterdon County, New Jersey, in 1779;
dled in Bucks County, Pennsylvania,in 1856 but was
buried in the cemetery at Milford, New Jersey; was
married on Feb. 11, 1802, to Nancy Opdyke, as shown
by Hunterdon County records and those of the Baptis-
town Church. Joshua and hls wife seem to have lived
for a time at Frenchtown, New Jersey, and thelr son
Jonathan B. Calvin according to the Opdyke Genealogy
was the first child born in Frenchtown (1803). The
famlily later moved across the Delaware River to Bucks
County, Pennsylvania, where Joshua engaged in farming.
During the War of 1812 he held the rank of Captain at
Marcus Hook below Phlladelphia. At the close of the
war he bought a large farm on the Delaware River in
Bucks County, where he raised a large family and
lived the rest of his life. He was a leading man in
his section and served two terms in the Pennsylvania
State Legislature from about 1822. His son Luther
was also elected & member of the Pennsylvanls Legis-
lature somewhat later.

Joshua B. and Nancy (Opdyke) Calvin had thirteen
children,as follows:

315. Jonathan B., b. 1803%; located in Seneca
Co., N.Y.
316. Catherine, b. 1805.
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%17. *Richard, b. Feb. 1, 1806; mar. Martha
Hann.

%18, Grace, b. 1810; mar. David Taylor. Mrs.
Taylor furnished the data regarding the
Calvins for the Opdyke Genealogy.

319. Clarissa, b. 1811; mar. Samuel Stewart.

320. Frances, b. 1813; mar. Ingham Waterhouse.

321. Rebecca, b. 1815; mar. Willilam Lawson.

322, Luther, b. 1817.

323, Susanna, b. 1819.

324, Joshua, b. 1822; mar. Sarah Kitchin.

325, *Samuel, b. 1825; mar. Hannah Opdyke.

326, Ann Eliza, b. 1827; mar. John Mettler.

327. William, b. 1829,

259. NATHANIEL B. CALVIN ( -1839), Hunterdon County,
New Jersey; Seneca County, New York (?); and Sus-
sex County, New Jersey. (Luther 2, Luther 1.)

Son of Luther Calvin II (234) and Catherine
(Britton) Calvin.

Born no doubt in Hunterdon County, New Jersey,
but date not learned; dled in Sussex County, New
Jersey, in 1839 (New Jersey records); no record found
of hils marriage. Nathaniel is sald to have moved to
Seneca County, New York, where he lived for several
years, but later returned to New Jersey in Sussex
County, where he engaged in the milling business. A
biography of his son R. T. Calvin (Robert T.9%) states
that Nathanlel served in the War of 1812 and was a
prominent man in Sussex County.

The name of only one child learned, nsmely:

328. *R. T. (Robert T.?), b. Apr. 23, 1823, in
Sussex Co., N.J.

262. ROBERT CALVIN ( - ), Hunterdon County, New
Jersey; Seneca County, New York(9); South Bend,
Indiana(?). (Luther 2, Luther 1.)

Son of Luther Calvin II (234) and Catherine
(Britton) Calvin. ‘

Robert was the youngest child of Luther Calvin IT
a8 glven 1n the Opdyke Genealogy but nothling has been
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learned of the dates of birth, death, and marriage
nor the name of his wife. He seems to have dlsap-
peared from Hunterdon County and may have gone to
Seneca County, New York, where his older brother
Nathaniel lived for some years. If so he may have
been the father of one Robert Gilliland Calvin who
was born in New York in 1829 and whose parents later
moved to South Bend, Indiana. No proof has been
found of this conjecture but the circumstances seem
to make it a reasonable one. Therefore, as a surmise,
Robert may have been the father of:

329, *Robert Gilliland, b. Mar. 28, 1829;
d. Jan. 22, 1906.

4th Generation

263, AARON CALVIN (1816-1885), Mercer County, Pennsyl-

vania; Mahoning County, Ohio. (John, Jr. 3,
John 2, Luther 1.)

Son of John Calvin, Jr. {242), and grandson of
John Calvin of the five New Jersey brothers.

Aaron was born in 1816, undoubtedly in Mercer
County, Pennsylvania, where his father was evidently
then living; died hear Washingtonville, Ohio, March
21, 1885; married Amanda Roller (1818-1887), daughter
of Caleb and Elizabeth (Hardy) Roller who came to
Ohio from Pennsylvania in 1814, Aaron Calvin moved
from western Pennsylvania, as a young man and jolned
his kinsmen in Green Township of Mahoning County,
Ohio, first making hls home with his second cousin
Robert Calvin (265). After his marriage Aaron ac-
quired a 100-acre farm west of Washingtonville, where
he lived the rest of his 1life and where he was jolned
by his father, John, Jr.,in hls 0ld age. Aaron
gerved as a trustee of Green Township from 1853 to
1855.

He had two daughters:

330. Soloma, b. Aug. 17, 1845; d. May 25, 1920;
mar. Wilson; resided in Washiling-
tonville, Ohio.
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331. Adelia, b. 3 mar, Webster.

265, ROBERT CALVIN (1800-1880), Hampshire County, Vir-
ginia (West Virginia); and Mahoning County, Ohio.
(Samuel 3, Joshua 2, Luther 1.)

Son of Samuel Calvin {245) and Margaret (Allen)
Calvin. '

Born in Hampshire County, Virginia (West Vir-
ginia), Aug. 22, 1800; died in Mahoning County, Ohio,
May 21, 1880; married Jane McBride, daughter of
Samuel and Charlotte (Cool) McBride, Jane having been
born Jan. 22, 1817 and dled Jan. 2, 1880. Robert
Calvin came from Virginla with his parents in 1816 as
a boy of 16 and after his marriage acquired a 160-
acre farm near them in Green Township of Mahoning
County, Ohio, where he lived the rest of hils 1life and
which 1s still in the family. Hls home was a brick
dwelling now torn down. He also for a time owned 800
acres of land in Crawford County, Illinois.

He had nine children, as follows:

332, Elizabeth, b. Jan. 22, 1835; d. Dec. 24,
1917; mar. George Lewls and removed to
I1linois.

333, Margaret, b. Mar. 2, 1838; 4. Jan. 24,
1823; mar. Joseph Stafford who was b.
in 1832 and 4. in 1918. Joseph was a
school teacher at Locust Grove, later
engaging in the milling business at
Canfleld, Ohlo, with his brother-in-law
Allen Galvin.

334, *Samuel V., b. Nov. 26, 1840; d. Nov. 9,
1905; twice mar,

%35, *Allen, b. Aug. 19, 1842; 4. Nov. 9, 1905;
twlice mar.

336. *Dr. Aaron W., b. May 18, 1846; d. Dec.
18, 1881; mar. Hannah J. Fowler.

337. Charlotte, b. Feb. 5, 1848; 4. Mar. 31,
1918; mar. William A. Cochel; removed
to Missourl.

3%8. *Robert, b. Dec. 16, 1850; d. Feb. 20,

' 1904; mar. Dora A. Walter.
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339, Jane, b. Dec. 16, 1850; mar. Joseph
] Roller. (338) and (339) were twins.
340, Hiram, b, June 16, 184%4; 4. July 16, 1844,

273. ALBERT 0. CALVIN (1801-1845), Hampshire County,
Virginia (West Virginia); and Portage County, Ohio.
(Benjamin 3, Joshua 2, Luther 1.)

Son of Benjamin Calvin (246) and Rebecca (Parker)
Calvin.

Born in Hampshire County, Virginla {West Va.),
in 1801; died in Portage County, Ohio, Feb. 9, 1845;
married Rachael , born in 1802, dled June 12,
1850. Albert Calvin came to Portage County, Ohilo,
with hls parents in 1808 when he was a young boy of 7.

One son known:

341. Ransom, b. ; mar. and had one son;
1ived in Michigan.

276. PHILIP CALVIN (1798-1879), Hampshire County, Vir-
ginia (West Virginia); and Mahoning County, Ohio.
(Luther 3, Joshua 2, Luther 1.)

Son of Luther Calvin (247) and Lydia (Cool)
Calvin. .

Born Dec. 7, 1798 in Hampshire County, Virginia
(West Va.); died Nov. 6, 1879; married Ann Nancy
Roller, born April 23, 1798, died Nov. 30, 1883, who
was the daughter of Baltzer and Alse (Rose) Roller.
Baltzer Roller was one of the pioneers of eastern
Ohio where he came from Pennsylvania in 1803.
Philip Calvin acquired 320 acres of land in Mahoning
County, Ohlo, where he came with his parents when 18
years old. 240 acres of his lend was in Green Town-
ship and 80 acres in Beaver Township. Philip served
as trustee of Green Township in 1846 and 1847. On
his death he gave each of his four children 80 acres
of his land. He and his wife are both buried at the
Locust Grove Cemetery.

Their four children were:

342, Hannah, b. Jan. 2, 1823; d. Jan. 6, 1864;
mar. Henry Hendricks, who was b, Nov,
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22, 1819, 4. Oct. 5, 1894; both buried
at Locust Grove Cemetery, Green Town-
ship, Mahoning County, Ohio.

343, *John R., b. Mar. 4, 1826; 4., July 1,
1890; mar. Lovina Roller.

344, Dagvid P. Calvin, b. in 1828; d. in 1893;
mar. Mary Roller (b. 1829, 4. 1899) who
was a daughter of John B. Roller and
granddaughter of Baltzer Roller. David
was a farmer and later a storekeeper at
Washingtonville, Ohlo. Names of his
children not learned.

345. *Luther B., b. April 28, 1831; d. June 28,
1915; mar, tbree times.

278. JOHN CALVIN (1803- }, Hampshire County, Virginia
(West Va.); Mahoning and Hancock Counties, Chio.
(Luther 3, Joshua 2, Luther 1.)

Son of Luther Calvin (247) and Lydia (Cool)
Calvin.

Born in Hampshire County, Virginla (West Va.),
in 1803; date of death not learned; came to Mahoning
County, Ohio, from Virginia with his parents in 1816;
married Elizabeth Ketch, who was born Sept. 24, 1803,
died April 21, 1887. John Calvin had an 80-acre farm
just across the line in Beaver Township, Mahoning
County, but sold this in 1865 and moved with his
family to Hancock County, Ohlo, near Forest.

He had four children:

346, *wiliiam, b. ;5 mar. Ann Harmon.
347, *Stephen, b, _; mar. Mary Miller.
348, Lydisa, b. s mar. Than Miller.

349, Catherine, b. Oct. 8, 1832; 4. Jan. 28,
1873; mar. Luther B. Calvin (345), a
cousin.

279. DAVID CALVIN (1804-1877), Hampshire County, Virginia
(West Va.); and Mahoning County, Ohlo. (Luther 3,
Joshua 2, Luther 1,)

Son of Luther Calvin (247) and Lydia (Cool)
Calvin.
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Born in Hampshire County, Virginia (West Va.),
Sept. 18, 1805; died in Mahoning County, Ohio, March
1, 1877; was twice married (1) to Lydia Roller,
daughter of the pioneer Baltzer Roller who came to
Ohio in 1803; Lydia was born Dec. 25, 1806, died Nov,
1, 1850; and (2) in 1852 to Sarah Morris. Coming to
Ohio with his parents from Virginla in 1816 as a boy
of 11, David was first married about 1826 and in 1834
acquired a 100-acre farm in the heart of the Calvin
neighborhood of Green Township, Mahoning County. It
was David Calvin who deeded two acres of his farm in
1847 for church and cemetery purposes, on which are
now located the Locust Grove Baptist Church and the
Locust Grove Cemetery where so many of the eastern
Ohilo Calvins are buried. The site is about a mile
and a quarter east of the town of Greenford, Ohio,
and about 6 miles northeast of Salem, Chio. Many of
the long-established annual Calvin family reunlons
have also been held at Locust Grove. Both David and
his wife Lydia are buried in the Locust Grove Ceme-
tery established through David's donatlon. On his
death he divided the remaining 98 acres of his farm
equally between his sons John and Luther,

David and Lydia Calvin had eight children, and
there was one child by David's second wife, Sarah:

1st Marrisge:

350. Mary, b. July 18, 1827; 4. Sept. 20, 189%;
mar. Pearson D. Cook, who was b. Oct. 3
182%; d. Nov. 4, 1902, and was the son
of Jacob and Elizabeth (Cool) Cook.
Both Mary and her husband are buried at
Locust Grove Cemetery.

351. *John W., b. Feb. 10, 1830; 4. Dec. 16,
1893; mar. Elizabeth Forney.

352. *Jacob, b. 1832; d. 1862; mar. Lydla
Messerly.

353. sarah A., b, __ - ; mar. Joseph Stoffer;
moved to Milch.

354. *Philip R., b. June 8, 1838; 4. 1905; mar.
Mary Mitchley.

355. *Luther S., b. 1843; d. 1906; mar. Jennle
Snodgrass.
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%56, Elsie J., b. 1845; 4. 1916; mar. Wesley
Moore.
357. Hannah, b.

2nd Marriage:

358, L. Maria, b. Sept. 21, 1853; 4. Sept. 8,
1872,

281. JOSHUA CALVIN (1809-1888), Hampshire County, Vir-
ginla (West Virginia); Mahoning County, Ohlo.
(Luther 3, Joshua 2, Luther 1.)

Son of Luther Calvin (247) and Lydia (Cool)
Calvin.

Born in Hampshire County, Virginia (West Va.),
Sept. 25, 1809; died July 21, 1888; married Ann Ketch,
born Jan. 27, 1821, died June 15, 1855. Joshua came
from Virginia to Mahoning Co., Ohio, with hils parents
as a boy of 7. After growlng up and marrylng he es-
tablished his home on an 80-acre farm which had been
part of the home place of his father, located in the
Locust Grove nelghborhood of Green Township. Both
Joshua and hils wife are buried at Locust Grove as
were all of thelr chlildren except one.

They had eight children:

>59. *John P., b. Feb, 29, 184%0; 4. Feb. 17,
1889; mar. Mary Dye.

360, George, b. 1842; 4. in Union Army during
the Civll War; buried at Nashville,
Tenn.

361. Mary J., b. April 3, 1844; d. June 16,
18013; mar. Samuel G. Mellinger.

362. *Frank B., b. 1846; d. 1911; mar. Ann
Zimmerman.

363. Lovina, b. 1848; 4. Jan. 2, 1921; mar.
Joseph Moore (1847-1922), of Washington-
ville, Ohio, who served in the Civil
War.

364. Margaret, b, 1851; d. 1903; never mar.

365. Emms, b. 1855; 4. 1924%; mar. Davigd S.
Calvin (387).

366. Joseph, b. 1859; d. 1905; never mar.
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283. JOSHUA CALVIN (1802—1878), Loudoun County, Vir-
ginia(?); Portage and Williams Counties, Ohio.
(David 3, Joshua 2, Luther 1.)

Son of David Calvin (248) and Catherine
(McDaniel) Calvin.

Born 1n Virginia, probably Loudoun County, March
15, 1802; died August 17, 1878, presumably in Williams
County, Ohlo; was twice married (1) to Elizabeth Ann

, who was born Aug. 9, 1801 and dled about

1835; and (2) to Hannah Cassidy, apparently in 1836.
Joshua was only two years old in 1804 when his father
Davlid moved from Virginia to Portage County, Ohlo--
the first of the Calvlin clan to make the move frcm
Virginla. Joshua evidently grew up in Portage County
and was first married there about 1824, but some time
after June, 1835, he moved to Williams County, Ohio,
in the extreme northwestern corner of the state. He
was the father' of twelve chiléren, seven by his first
wife and five by the second.

They were:
lst Marrlage:

367. Anrm H., b, Mar. 20, 1825; mar. Eli Gilbert.

368. Catherine, b. May 1, 1827; mar.
Silcock. )

369. Stephen, b. May 8, 1829; located in
Steuben Co., Ind.

370. Beniazh M., b. July 23, 1831; resided in
Williams Co., Ohio.

371. Lewis M., b. Aug. 25, 1832; resided in
Greeley, Colo.

372. *Andrew J., b. April 10, 1834; wWilliams
Co., Ohio.

373. *Walter G., b. June 1, 1835; mar. Mary
Shipley Leek.

2nd Marriage:

374. Joshua, b. Feb. 12, 1837.

375. Adam McG., b. Mar. 31, 1838.
376. Elizabeth, b. April 4, 1852,
377. Estella, b. Sept. 28, 1853.
378. Mertella, b. Mar. 22, 1856,
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284, HORATIS CALVIN ( - ), Portage and Williams
Counties, Ohio. (David 3, Joshua 2, Luther 1.)

Son of David Calvin (248) and Catherine
(McDaniel) Calvin.

Dates of birth and death not learned; is saild to
have grown up and married in Portage County, Ohilo,
but later moved to Williams County, Ohlo, where his
older brother Joshua also transferred his home. The
neme of Horatls! wife not learned, nor the date of

his marriage.

Two known children were:

379, *David, b. 5 lived in Williams Co.,
Ohio.
380. Smith, b. ; mar. Bush, and later

on her death he mar. her sister; no
other data.

286. VINCENT CALVIN ( - ), Portage and Williams
Counties, Ohio. (David 3, Joshua 2, Luther 1.)

Son of David Calvin (248) and Catherine
(McDaniel) Calvin.

Dates of birth and death not learned; married
and settled 1n Williams County, Ohio, where his

brothers Joshua and Horatls had located. Name of
wife and date of marriage not learned, but he 1s said

to have had three sons:
381. Seth, b. ; mar. but had no children. .
382. Luther, b. ; mar.; one daughter,
name not learned.
%83. Sylvester, b. .

289. SETH CALVIN (1824-1883), Portage County, Williams
County, and Leetonia, Ohio. (David 3, Joshua 2,
Luther 1.)

-Son of David Calvin (248) and Catherine
(McDaniel) Calvin.

Born in Portage County, Ohio, June 17, 182k; died
Leetonla, Ohio, May 9, 1883; married Mary J. Church,
who was born Oct. 4, 1821, and died Dec. 29, 1898.
Seth and his family 1ived in Palmyra, Portage County,
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Ohio, but later returned to Palmyra in 1864. After
several years there, they moved their home to Leetonila,

Ohio, where

they lived untll their deaths, although

both of them were burlied at Palmyra.

They had eight chlldren, as follows:

384.

James Wallace, b, June 17, 184%; 4. Oct.
2, 1875; never mar.

385. Amy A., b. Aug. 8, 1846; d. Aug. 8, 1912;

386.

387.

388.
389.
390.

591.

295. SAMUEL 0.

mar. Lewls Evans; lived at Leetonia,
Ohlo, but later moved to Beaver Falls,
Pa,

Sarsh J., b. Jan. 14, 1848; 4. 1922; mar.
William Ritter.

David S., b. May 29, 1850; d. Oct. 22,
1926; mar. twice (1) in willlams Co.,
Ohlo, wife's name not learned, one
daughter; (2) Emma Calvin (1855-1924),
no children second marriage.

Cornelis E., b. Aug. 13, 1852; 4. May 22,
1865.

*Franklin D., b. Mar., 12, 1855; 4. May 15,
1931; mar. Margaret Hall.

Andrew J., b. May 7, 1857; 4. Feb. 18,
1862.

George M., b. Nov. 22, 1859; d. Qct. 28,
1860,

CALVIN (1820-1884), Portage County, Ohio.

(Mahlon 3, Joshua 2, Luther 1.)

Son of Mahlon Calvin (249) and Isabella
(Haggard) Calvin. .

Born in Portage County, Ohio, Feb. 8, 1820; died
May 6, 1884; married Emily Swim (b. 1829, d. Jan. 1,
1870); both buried in Palmyra Township, Portage

County.

There were two children:

392.

393.

Clesta, Db. 3 mar., Meade; lived at
Indianapolis, Ind.
Frank, b, June 11, 1851; 4. Dec. 22, 1891;

mar. Geneors Folk; two children; Blanche
(b. Nov. 2C, 1873) and James (no data).
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301. WILLIAM H. CALVIN (1832-1915), Portage County, and
Alliance, Ohio. (Mahlon 3, Joshua 2, Luther 1.)

Son of Mahlon Calvin (249) and Isabella
(Haggard) Calvin.

Born in Portage County, Ohio, March 15, 1832;
died July 29, 1915; married Mariah Grate; made theilr
home near Alliance, Ohio.

Four children:

394, Frances, b.

395. Alva, b.

396. Bertha, b. .
397, Jennile, b, .

305. JOHN CALVIN (1821-1909), Portage County, Ohilo.
(Robert 3, Joshua 2, Luther 1.)

. Son of Robert Calvin (250) and Margaret
(Fisher) Calvin.

Born in Portage County, Ohio, June 5, 1821; died
in same county Oct. 21, 1909; marrlied Margaret Fisher,
who was born April 10, 1822 and dled Dec. 4, 1892.
John and his family made thelr home near Palmyra,
Ohio, in Portage County, where he owned 500 acres of
land. He and his wife are both buried in a cemetery
two mliles northwest of Palmyra.

There were ten children:

398, Joshua, b. Dec. 7, 1848; 4. Apr. 1, 1926;
mar. Ella Dix; no children.

399, Urania, b. ; mar. Thomas Thomas; lived
in Palmyra, Ohilo.

400, George, b. 1851; d. 1930; mar. Rebecca
Glilbert; no chilldren.

Lol. Maryette, b. June 17, 1853; 4. Nov. 2,

' 1899; never mar.

4o2. Rhoda, b. : mar. Sylvester Rogers;
reslde Aurora Townshlip, Portage Co.
403. Robert, b. ; mar. Anna (Seibert)

Calvin, widow of William C. Calvin (408);
no children.

4ok, Esther, b. 1858; mar. (1) James Jones
(2) Davis.
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405. Sarah, b. ___ ; mar. Miles Gano, Palmyra,
Ohio.

406, Hattie, b. __ ; mar. Reuben Earnest
(Ernst?).

LO7. Ellen, b. 3 mar, J. R. Richards; re-

side Riverside, California.

%08. NUN CALVIN (1831-1882), Portage County, Ohio.
(Robert 3, Joshua 2, Luther 1.)

Son of Robert Calvin (250) and Margaret (Fisher)
Calvin.

Born in 1831 in Portage County, Ohio; died in
same covnty in 1882; married Mary ; who was
born in 1838 and died in 1927. Nun and his family
lived in Palmyra Township and he and his wife are
both buried northwest of Palmyra.

They had four children:
408. *William C., b, 1862; d. 1922; twice

married.

409. Hattie, b. ; mar, Michael Richards,

410. Arthur, b, __; mar. and lived in
Ravenna, Ohlio; two sons, one named
Raymond.

411, Andrew, b. ; mar.; lived in Ravenna,
Ohio.,

314, JOHN TATE CALVIN (1803-1866), Mahoning County, Ohio.
{Joshua 3, Joshua 2, Luther 1.)

Son of Joshua Calvin (251) and Sarah (Tate)
Calvin.

Born in Hampshire County, Virginia (West Va,),
Dec. 7, 1803; died in Mahoning County, Ohio, June 20,
1866; married Mary Ketch, born July 22, 1814, dled
Avril 10, 18¢l. John Tate Calvin's father, Joshua,
Jr., died in Virginis, in Feb., 1804, at the age of
2l, only two months after young John was born. The
young widow, Sarah (Tate) Calvin, and her son ac-
companied the latter's grandparents, Joshua and Sarah
(0pdyke) Calvin, to Mahoning Co., Ohio, in 1816. Here
John grew up, married, and spent the rest of his life,
He became the owner of most of his grandfather
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Joshua's land in Green Townshlp upon which he built
his home in 1858 and barn in 1861, both buildings be-
ing still 1n use. They replaced the log buildilngs
erected by the grandfather in 1816, the original log
house having been moved by John's son Martin to his
own farm, where it 1s still standing in good condi-
tion. John T. and Mary Calvin were both buried at
Locust Grove.

They had six children, as follows:

412, *Martin L., b. July 25, 1838; 4. 1910;
mar. Ann Nancy Fry.

41%. Rachael A., b. Dec. 18, 1839; 4., Dec. 12,
1930; mar. Philip B. Cool.

414, Rosanna, b. June 18, 184%4; 4. April 30,
1832; never mar. '

415. *Henry Rietzel, b. July 22, 1846; 4. Jan.
11, 1926; mar. Sarah E. Musselman.

416, *paron, b. May 9, 1849; 4. 1913; mar.
Angeline Forney.

417. Mary Jane, b. May 29, 1851; d. July 22,
1936; mar. Irvin Bradley.

317. RICHARD CALVIN (1806- ), Bucks County, Pennsyl-
vania; Harrison, Hamilton County, Ohio. (Joshua
B. 3, Luther 2, Luther 1.)

Son of Joshua B. Calvin (256) and Nancy (Opdyke)
Calvin. )

Born at Erwinna, Bucks County, Pennsylvania, Feb.
1, 1806; date of death not learned; marriled Martha
Hann, of English parentage, at Reading; Pennsylvania,
in 1831. Richard moved as a young man from Bucks
County to Reading, Pa., where he was married. He
later migrated to the middle west and after several
moves eventually settled 1n Hamilton County, Ohio,
near Clncilnnati.

He had three daughters:

418. Anna, b. in 1832 at Reading, Pa.; mar.
Charles Hilts.

419. Bettie, b. in 1840 at Indiana, Pa.; mar.
George C. Huston.
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420. Mattie, b. in 1844 at Harrison, Hamllton
Co., Ohio; mar. Thomas Taylor, son of
Mark P. Taylor, Ex-Mayor of Cilncinnati.

325. SAMUEL CALVIN (1825- _ ), Hunterdcn County, New
Jersey; and Indlana. (Joshua B. 3, Luther 2,
Luther 1.)

Son of Joshua B. Calvin (256) and Nancy (Opdyke)
Calvin.

Born in 1825, presumably in Bucks County, Penn-
sylvania; marrled Hannah Opdyke in Hunterdon County,
New Jersey, on March 12, 1836 (N.J. Records). Accord-
Ing to the Opdyke Genealogy, Samuel Calvin engaged in
the manufacture of flaxseed oil at Everittstown, New
Jersey, but about 1850 moved with his family to Indi-
ana, where he bought a farm. Two of his sons are saild
to have served in the Union Army during the Civil War
and to have both been killled in action. Nothing
further learned of hils family.

%28. R. T. (ROBERT T.%) CALVIN (1823- }, Sussex
County, New Jersey; Olmstead P. 0., Illinois,
(Nathaniel 3, Luther 2, Luther 1.)

Son of Nathaniel B. Calvin (259).

Born in Sussex County, New Jersey, April 23,
1823%; married Angie Rifner, Harrison, Ohio, and
finally settled in southern Illinoils near Cairo, where
he engaged in farming. Hls nearest post office was
Olmstead, Illinois.

He had one son:

421. *Hiram, b, 1854; mar. Gussie Boren; re-
sided Clay Co., Arkansas.

329. ROBERT GILLILAND CALVIN (1829-1906), New York;
South Bend, Indilana; California. (Robert 37,
Luther 2, Luther 1.)

Surmised to have been son of Robert Calvin (262).

Born in New York (possibly Seneca County) March
28, 1829; died in California, Jan. 22, 1906; married
Elizsgbeth Talloch, who was born in Minneta, Oswego
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County, New York, of Scotch parents on Aug. 12, 1837.
Elizabeth's father was killed in an accident after
coming to America from Scotland, and her mother re-
married _ Fulton, who took the famlly to Cali-
fornla 1n a covered wagon during the gold rush. See
Part I, Chapter 11 for anecdote regarding Elizabeth's
capture by an Indian while en route and her recovery
unharmed, her later marrlage to Robert G. Calvin, and
the activities of her husband and herself in the gold
fields. Elizabeth died at Bacramento, California,
Sept. 30, 1872. B8ee biographical sketch of Robert G.
Calvin and his wife 1n History of Amador County,
California.

There werée seven children of whom four were 1liv-
ing in 1928:

422, Harvey D., b. in 1855; resided in 0Oakland,
Calif., in 1928.
423 . Charles B., b. .

424, George D., b. .

425, Clara, b. ;3 mar. Jack Dufrene.

5th Generation

334. SAMUEL V. CALVIN (1840-1905), Mahoning County, Ohio.
(Robert 4, Samuel 3, Joshua 2, Luther 1.)

Son of Robert Calvin (265) and Jane (McBride)
Calvin.

Born in Mahoning County, Ohio, Nov. 26, 1840;
dled in same county Nov. 9, 1905; was twlce married
(1) to Mary Charlton, who was born Jan. 7, 1841, and
dled July 15, 1868; and (2) to Elizabeth Bartley.

There was one chlld by each marriage:
1lst Marrisge:
426, Sarah Jane, b.
2nd Marriage:

427, *Creighton V., b. ; mar. Lucy
Hendricks.
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335. ALLEN CALVIN (1842-1905), Canfleld, Mahoning County,
Ohio. (Robert 4%, Samuel 3, Joshua 2, Luther 1.)

"Son of Robert Calvin (265} and Jane (McBride)
Calvin.

Born in Mahoning County, Ohio, Aug. 19, 1842;
dled Nov. 9, 1G05; was twice married (1) to Julia
Reese of Crawford County, Illinois, who died in Nov.,
1874; and (2) to Mary Frethey Fowler. Allen Calvin
went to Crawford County, Illinois, in 1863 as a young
man of 21, there married his first wife, and made
Crawford County his home until 1880, when, his wife
having died in 1874, he returned to Ohlo and located
at Canfleld in his native Mahoning County. Here he
engaged in the milling business with success with his
brother-in-law, Joseph Stafford, who had married
Allen's older sister Margaret. After his return to
Ohio, Allen married his second wife.

~ He had three chlldren, all by his first wife,
Julia (Reese) Calvin:

428. Cora, b. ; d. at the age of 5 years.

420, Evae L., b. 3 mar. J. Calvin Ewing, a
prominent lawyer of Youngstown, Ohilo;
two children.

430, Joseph V., b. in 1874; mar. Mary Arnold of
Canfield, Ohio; moved to Ensley, Ala-~
bama., where he resided at last account.
A son, Lee Calvin, died in 1915 at the
age of 14 years.

336. DR. AARON W. CALVIN (1846-1881), Canfield, Ohio.
(Robert 4, Samuel 3, Joshus 2, Luther 1.)

Son of Robert Calvin (265) and Jane (McBride)
Calvin.

Born in Mahoning County, Ohioc, May 18, 1846; died
Dec. 18, 1881, buried at Canfileld, Ohlo; married
Hannah J. Fowler, daughter of Dr. Fowler of Canfield.
Aaron was a well-known and successful physician, but
died quite young during an epidemic of diptheria.

There were three daughters:

431, Mamile, b. ;s mar. James Helney; moved
to Calif.
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432, Emma, b. in 1870; d. Nov. 14, 1889,
433, Florence, b. ; never mar.

338, ROBERT CALVIN (1850-1904), Mahoning County and
Jefferson, Ashtabula County, Ohio. (Robert 4,
Samuel 3, Joshua 2, Luther 1.)

Son of Robert Calvin (265) and Jane (McBride)
Calvin.

Born in Mahoning County, Ohio, Dec. 16, 1850;
died Feb. 20, 1904; married Dora A. Walter, who was
born April 19, 1856, died Sept. 5, 1933, and was a
granddaughter of Baltzer Roller, the early Ohio
ploneer., Both Robert and his wife Dora are buried at
Jefferson, Ohio.

There were three children:

434, Pearl, b. ___ ; mar, Paul E. Senkelser;
resides Washington, D.C.

435, Mary Clare, b. ; mar. W. Shaw; reside
Lakewood, Ohilo.

436. Robert Walter, b. ; mar. Effle A.

Wolfkammer; reside 1n Cleveland Helghts,
Ohio; one daughter, Elizabeth Jane
Calvin.,

343, JOHN R. CALVIN (1826-1890), Mahoning County, Ohio.
(Philip &, Luther 3, Joshua 2, Luther 1.)

Son of Phllip Calvin (276) and Ann Nancy (Roiler)
Calvin._

Born in Mahoning County, Ohio, March 4, 1826;
died July 1, 1890; married Lovina Roller, born Dec.
13, 1823, died May 13, 1905, who was the daughter of
Henry and Mary Caroline (McCarter) Roller. Both John
and his wife Lovina are buried at Locust Grove Ceme-
tery, whith 1s not far from where John R. Calvin's
90-acre farm was located in Green Township. John R.
was one of the early school teachers at the Locust
Grove School, and he and Samuel W. Roller owned the
Locust Grove Saw Mill for a number of years, deallng
extensively in timber and lumber.

John R. and Lovina Calvin were the parents of
Tifteen children: '
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437. *Dr. James H., b. in 1849; d., March 29,
1201; mar. Mellssa M. Roller.

438, Samantha A., b. June 29, 1851; 4. March
17, 1924; mar. John Martin Dressell
(b. Dec. 23, 1843, 4. Oct. 1, 1921);
13 children.

430, Emma, b. Sept. 30, 1852; 4. April 12,
1881; mar. Noah Culp (1852-1905); three
children. Emma 1s buried at Locust
Grove.

440. *Allan P., b. March 22, 1854; 4. Jan. 10,
1926; mar. Lydia A. Musselman.

441, Laura, b. ; died in infancy.

4h2, Joseph, b. ; dled 1n infancy.

443, Harriet 0., b. June 7, 1857; never mar.;
taught school for many years.

Lik, *Benton J., b. Nov. 20, 1858; mar. Martha
J. Buckman.

4ys5, Sarah J., b. Sept. 12, 1860; d. Oct. 30,
1881; was a school teacher. ’

446. *Edward G., b. June 23, 1862; 4. April 1,
1926; mar. Billie Templin.

447, Ella L., b. April 23, 1864; mar. Wallace
W. Wonsetler, Youngstown, Ohio.

4L48. *John F., b. Oct. 22, 1865; d. Aug. 1942;
mar.. Ella Detwller.

449, Mary A., b. Nov. 12, 1867; 4. Oct. 8,
1925; mar. J. Fred Harman.

450. Irene R., b. Oct., 1869; mar. Freeman
Willard Calvin (480).

451, Ira R., b. 1872; d. Oct., 1934; mar.

(1) Bertha Wonsetler (1877-1908),

(2) Lena Smith; no children by either
marriage. Ira was a school teacher,
later operating a store at Greenford,
Ohilo.

345, LUTHER B. CALVIN (1831-1915), Youngstown, Ohio.
(Philip 4, Luther 3, Joshua 2, Luther 1.)

Son of Philip Calvin (276) and Ann Nancy (Roller)
Calvin. i

Born in Mahoning County, Ohio, April 28, 1831;
died June 28, 1915; was married three times: (1) to
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hils cousin Catherine Calvin (349), daughter of John
Calvin (278), Catherine having been born Oct. 8, 1832
and dled Jan. 28, 1873; (2) to Leah Wisler Yoder, a
widow, who was born Jan. 13, 1844 and died Feb. 3,
1901, and who had a son, Syrenus W. Yoder, by her
first marriage; and (3) to Elizabeth Pettit. Luther
B. Calvin was a prominent farmer in Mahoning County,
but later made his home in Youngstown, Ohio. He was
the father of six children, four by his filrst wife,
two by the second, there having been no children by
the third marriage.

His children were:
1lst Marrlage:

452, Martha, b. in 1856; mar. Anthony Wisler
(1855-1910); three children.

453, Sarah E., b. ; mar. Aaron Witmer; two
daughters; reside in Warren, Ohio.

454, John L., b. in 1862; d. in 1881; buriled
at Locust Grove Cemetery.

455. *Grant 0., b. Oct. 23, 1873; 4. Nov.,
1920; mar. Effie Cook.

2nd Marriage:

456. Grace, b. 1in 1876; 4. same year.
457. *Anthony B., b. in 1877; mar. Fern
Umstead.

346. WILLIAM CALVIN ( - ), Hancock County, Ohio.
(John 4, Luther 3, Joshua 2, Luther 1.)

Son of John Calvin (278) and Elizabeth (Ketch)
Calvin.

Dates of birth and death not learned but was
probably a native of Mahoning County, Ohio; married
Ann Harmon, daughter of Isaish Harmon. William Calvin
was a farmer in Hancock County, Ohio, near the town
of Forest.

Five children:

458. George, b. ; mar. and had two sons,
names not learned.
459, Jessie, b.



238 THE CALVIN FAMILIES

460, Addie, b.
461. Allle, b.
162, Etta, b. ; never mar.

347, STEPHEN CALVIN ( - }, near Forest, Ohio.
(John 4, Luther 3, Joshua 2, Luther 1.)

Son of John Calvin (278) and Elizabeth. (Ketch)
Calvin.

Dates of bilirth and death not learned; married
Mary Miller, and reslded near Forest, Ohlo, probably
in Hancock Co., near his brother William (346).

No other data obtained regarding him except that
he had four children:

463. Laura, b.

464, Martha, b. .
465, william, b.
466. Lulu, b. .

%51. JOHN W. CALVIN (1830-1893), Mahoning County, Ohio.
(David 4, Luther 3, Joshua 2, Luther 1.)

Son of David Calvin (279) and Lydia (Roller)
Calvin.

Born Feb. 10, 1830, in Green Township, Mahoning
County, Ohlo; died Dec. 16, 1893; married Elizabeth
Forney (born Dec. 3, 1831, dled Sept. 4, 1888), who
was the daughter of Andrew Forney. Both John W. and
his wife Elizabeth were burled at Locust Grove Ceme-
tery.

There were elght children:

4L67. *Pearson D., b. Sept. 3, 1854; d. Aug. 10,
192k4; mar. Sarah Sauerwine.

L68. Hannah M., b. May 3, 1858; 4. Sept. 19,
1870.

46¢. Minerva J., b, Sert. 3, 1860; da. 1922;
mar. Millsrd G. Huffman, who was b. in
1857 and d. Feb. 11, 1¢34, He was a
prominent farmer and frult grower south
of Greenford,Ohio. 7 children.

h70. Jacob B., b. May 2, 1863; d. Oct. 28,
1936; never mar.
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471. Resilva Annette, b. Sept. 2, 1865; mar.
John D. Feicht (b. 1864, 4. Aug. 12,
1929); 1lived south of Locust Grove.
7 children.

472, Marquis L., b. Nov. 15, 1867; d. Aug. 3,
1868. :

473, Clara M., b. Aug. 19, 1870; 4. July 8,
1928; mar. Jacob W. Calvin (518).

474, Amy R., b. Oct. 14, 1872; d. 1911; buried
at Locust Grove; mar. Ross Court,
Darlington, Pa.

352, JACOB CALVIN (1832-1862), Mahoning County, Ohio.
(David 4, Luther 3, Joshua 2, Luther 1.)

Son of David Calvin (279) and Lydia (Roller)
Calvin.

Born in Green Township, Mahoning County, Ohio,
in 1832; died in 1862; married Lydia Messerly,
daughter of Solomon and Marish (Hendricks) Messerly.
Jacob was s slnging teacher. He died 1n service dur-
ing the Civil War as a member of the 125th Ohlo In-
fantry.

There were three children:

475. 0live, b. Jan. 17, 1855; 4. Nov. 8, 1871.
476. Mariah, b. Sept. 22, 1857; d. March 22,

1873.
477, Celesta, b. 1860; mar. (1) Watkins,
(2) Keiling. WNo children.

354, PHILIP R. CALVIN (1838-1905), Mahoning County, Ohio.
(David 4, Luther 3, Joshua 2, Luther 1.)

Son of David Calvin (272) and Lydia (Roller)
Calvin.

Born June 8, 1838; died in 1905; married Mary
Mitchley who was born Dec., 1940, dled 1n 1905.
Philip moved to Hancock Co., Ohio, in 1865, but re-
turned in 1879 to Green Township of Mahoning County,
where he engaged in farming north of Washingtonville,
his farm being now owned by his son, Henry H. Calvin.

Philip and Mary Calvin had nine children:
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478. Anna E., b. 1862; mar. Alva Wilson; re-
" sides near Forest, Ohio. 3 daughters.
479. Alice C., b. 1864; 4. 1880.
480, *Freeman Willard, b. Oct. 12, 1867;
d. Aug. 25, 1925; mar. Irene R. Calvin
(450).
481. *Harvey E., b. Jan. 7, 1870; mar. Mary A.
Bradley.
482. *Henry H., b. 1872; mar. Amanda Cole.
483, Bertha J., b. 1875; mar. Danlel Lehman;
3 children.
484, Melville, b. 1877:; 4. 1878.
485. *0liver D., b. 1879; mar. Lucy Davis.
486. carrie B., b, 1881; mar. Harvey Good;
no chilldren.

355. LUPHER S. CALVIN (1843-1906), Mahoning County, Ohilo;
Pasadena, Californis. (David 4, Luther 3, Joshua 2,
Luther 1.)

Son of David Calvin (279) and Lydia (Roller)
Calvin.

Born 1n Mahoning County, Ohlo, in 1843; diled in
1906; married Jennie Snodgrass of Tipton, Missouri.
Luther S. Calvin served with the Union Army during the
Civil War and was seriously wounded in action, but
recovered. Returning home he became a school teacher
and moved to Pasadena, California, about 189l.

There were four chilldren:

487. Charles I., b. 1875; d. 1905; never mar.

488, Cora M., b, 1877; mar. Graves,
resided Long Beach, Calif.; 2 children.

489, Lyman, b.

4co. Lacey, b.

359. JOHN P, CALVIN (1840-1889), Mahoning County, Ohio.
(Joshus 4, Luther 3, Joshua 2, Luther 1.)

Son of Joshua Calvin (281) and Ann (Ketch)
Calvin.

Born Feb. 29, 1840; died Feb. 17, 1889; married
Mary Dye, born Feb. 23, 1843, died Dec. 18, 1917, who
was & daughter of Henry Dye. John P. Calvin served 1n
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the Union Army during the Civil War.
Three children:

491. Allen G., b. 1864; 4. July 8, 1922; never
mar.

492, Alice, b. 1866; mar, William 3ishop,
Mahoning County, Ohlo; filve children.

493, Iva B., b. Oct. 9, 1877; mar. R. Linnaeus
Calvin (530).

362. FRANK B. CALVIN (1846-1911), Mahoning County, Ohio.
(Joshua 4, Luther 3, Joshua 2, Luther 1.)

Son of Joshua Calvin (281) and Ann (Ketch)
Calvin.

Born in 1846; died 1911; married Ann Zlmmerman,
born 1847, died 1885, who was the daughter of Peter
Zimmerman. Frank B. Calvin served with the Unlon
Army during the Civil war.

There were two children:

494, Rose L., b. 1870; 4. Oct., 1934; mar.
H. D. Fox, son Emanuel Fox; resided
Butler Co., Pa.; two children.

4g5. George L., b. 1873; mar. Charlotte Tetlow
(1877-1910); 1ived in Columbiana, Ohio;
one daughter, Esther, who mar. Ray Culp
and had three children.

\

372. ANDREW J. CALVIN (183L4- ), Williams County, Ohio.
(Joshua 4, David 3, Joshus 2, Luther 1.)

Son of Joshua Calvin (283) and Elizabeth Ann
Calvin. :

Born April 10, 1834; date of death not learned,
nor the name of his wife. His home was 1n Williams
County, Ohio.

There were six children:

Lg6. Jerome W., b. ; mar. Maud Sell; home
in Williams Co., Ohio; no children.

kg7. Emil E., b. ; mar. Albina Scott;
resided Williams Co., Ohlo; two chilldren:
Denver 0. and Gale W. Calvin (no data).
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498, Harry W., b. ; mar. Urilla Kiefer; re-
sided in Williams Co., Ohio; & son
Eldred Calvin 18 mar. and has four
children (no other data).

499, Charles 0., b. ; mar., Jennle Baker;
resided in Willlams Co., Ohio; four
children (no other data),

500. Rose E., b. ; mar, Wm. H, Scott,
Williams Co., Ohio; (no other data),

501. Ella.Dell, b. s mar. Joseph Arnold,
Williams Co., Ohio; no children.

37%. WALTER G. CALVIN (1835- ), Portage and Williams
Counties, Ohlo. (Joshua 4, David 3, Joshua 2,
Luther 1.)

Son of Joshua Calvin (283) and Elizabeth Ann
Calvin.

Born in Portage County, Ohio, June 1, 1835;
married Mary Shipley Leek, who was born in Columbiana
County, Ohio, date not learned.

There were eight chilldren:

502, Cora Ann, b. .
503, Jessle 0Olivia, b. .

504. Eva Lee, b. .

505. Elizabeth, b. .

506. Estella Shipley, b. .

507. Walter W., b. ; attorney at law, re-

siding at Kansas City, Mo.
508. Marion G., b. .
509. Bertha May, b. .

379. DAVID CALVIN ( - }, Williams County, Ohio.
(Horatis 4, David 3, Joshua 2, Luther 1.)

Son of Horatis Calvin (284).

Dates of birth and death not learned, nor the
name of his wife.

He lived 1n Williams County, Ohlo, and h