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This account of the Crawford family of Oakham from 1750
to 1860, sometimes called The Crawford Book, was written by
General William Crawford. It is printed by the Oakham His-
torical Society to insure its preservation. Additions, chiefly of
dates, made by persons who have used the manuscript, are put in
brackets.

William Crawford was Captain of the Washington Grenadiers
in the war of 1812, and became afterwards Brigadier General in
the Massachusetts Militia. He represented Oakham in the
Massachusetts Legislature, was State Senator, and, for many
years, Chairman of the County Commissioners of Worcester
County. He served the town also as town clerk, selectman, and
member of the school committee, and was a teacher of great
excellence in Oakham and neighboring towns.

He was graduated from Dartmouth College in 1807.






THE CRAWFORD FAMILY OF OAKHAM,
MASSACHUSETTS.

The Crawford Family, which is the subject of the
subsequent record, is, if tradition can be relied on, of
Scotch descent, but left its native country at a date
unknown and came to the County of Tyrone in Ireland,
where it remained till the commencement of the year
1713, when it emigrated to America, and arrived at
Boston in the Colony of Massachusetts during the
spring or summer of the same year, and there took up
its residence till its removal to Rutland. At what par-
ticular time it arrived at Rutland is not known, but it
must have been previous to the organization of Rutland
under its act of incorporation as a town, for it appears
by ancient records that the grant of what is now Rut-
land was confirmed to the children of Major Simon
Willard of Lancaster and others, by an order of the
General Court passed on the twenty-third day of Febru-
ary, 1713; that the first clearing or felling of trees
therein commenced in 1716; that the families of the
settlers commenced moving there on the twenty-third
day of September, 1719; and that it was incorporated
as the town of Rutland at the session of the General
Court begun on Wednesday the thirtieth day of May,
1722,
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The first meeting of the settlers under the act of
incorporation was held on the last Monday of July,
1722, for the choice of town officers. At this time the
family of Crawfords was there and must have been
included among the inhabitants incorporated, inasmuch
as one of the family was then chosen into office. From
this it is evident the family was among the first settlers
in the town and was established there before the year
1722.

Aaron Crawford arrived at Boston, Massachusetts,
from the parish of Cappy, County of Tyrone, Ireland,
in the year 1713, with his wife, whose maiden name was
Agnes Wilson, accompanied by three sons, whose names
were I, Samuel; 2, John; 3, Alexander; who were born
in the parish of Cappy in the County of Tyrone, Ireland.
Alexander was three years of age when he arrived in
Boston; of course he must have been born in 1710.

After their arrival in America they had born daugh-
ters Martha [an error as this daughter was born in Ire-
land in 1706] and Isabelle, son Moses, and daughter
Mary [born in Rutland April 15, 1721].

Aaron Crawford was one of the first settlers of Rut-
land and died there, also his wife Agnes, and were
buried in the graveyard in the center of the town.

[Aaron was born in Ireland 1677, died in Rutland
August 6, 1754. Agnes his wife was born in Ireland
1677, died in Rutland December 10, 1760.]
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SAMUEL CRAWEFORD, the first son of Aaron and Agnes
Crawford, married Margaret Montgomery and settled in the
southerly part of Rutland, where he and his wife both died,
without issue, and were buried in the graveyard in the center
of the town.

JOHN CRAWFORD, the second son of Aaron and Agnes
Crawford, after residing in Rutland a few years, went to Palmer,
where he died a bachelor.

MOSES CRAWFORD, the fourth son of Aaron and Agnes
Crawford, resided in Rutland and there died a bachelor, and was
buried in the graveyard in the center of the town.

Alexander Crawford, the third son of Aaron and Agnes
Crawford, married Elizabeth Crawford [February 5, 1735-6],
who [daughter of John, son of Samuel] was descended from
another and entirely different family of Crawfords consisting of
several brothers and sisters who emigrated from Matherafelt in
the County of Londonderry, Ireland, and settled in New Jersey,
Pennsylvania, and Virginia. Alexander and Elizabeth settled in
Rutland, where they resided till March 1750, when they
removed to Rutland West Wing, now Oakham, and were one
of the nine families who first settled the township. Their chil-
dren were five sons, all born in Rutland and were named
- William, who died young and was buried in the graveyard in
the center of Rutland;~John; a third son who died an infant;
Aaron, and William.

Alexander Crawford died October 11, 1793, aged 83 years.

Elizabeth Crawford, wife of Alexander Crawford, died April
27, 1774, aged 62 years.

Martha Crawford [born 1706 in Ireland], the first daughter of
Aaron and Agnes Crawford, married James Bell from Ireland,
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settled in the west part of Rutland West Wing, now Oakham,
where they lived and died and were buried in the graveyard in
the center of Oakham. Their children were seven sons and four
daughters, named Molly, William, Martha, James, John, Aaron,
Abraham, Agnes, Samuel, Simson, Sarah. James and Martha
Bell were one of the first nine families who settled in Oakham
and came there in November, 1749. James Bell died March
25, 1793, and Martha Bell, his wife, died December 20, 1795
[September 20, gravestone].

MorLy BEeLL, first daughter of James and Martha Bell, mar-
ried [June 19, 1755] in Oakham [James] Mulholland, removed
to a place called Murrysfield [now called Chester], where they
settled. .

WirLLiaMm BELL, first son of James and Martha Bell, married
[September 13, 1759] Christian McFarland of Oakham and set-
tled in a place called Murrysfield. After his wife Christian’s
death he married for a second wife widow Hannah Stone.

MARTHA BELL, second daughter of James and Martha Bell,
never married, died July 8, 1782, and was buried in the grave-
yard in the center of the town.

JaMes BEeLL, second son of James and Martha Bell, married
Anne Osburn of Oakham, died July 17, 1811, and was buried in
the graveyard in the center of the town. Their children were
four daughters, named Melinda, Patty, Polly, Anna. Patty and
Polly married two brothers of the name of McFarland, resided
a short time in Oakham, and then settled in the northerly part
of New Hampshire. Melinda and Anna resided with their
mother in Oakham. Anne Bell, the wife of James Bell, died
March 1, 1850. )

JorN BELL, third son of James and Martha Bell, married
[Intention of marriage published June 27, 1776] Miss [Hannah]
White of Western [now Warren], and settled in a place called
Murrysfield.

AaroN BEeLL, fourth son of James and Martha Bell, married
[Intention of marriage published July 3, 1773] widow [Mary]
Cheney of Western and settled in a place called Murrysfield.
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ABraEAM BELL, fifth son of James and Martha Bell, married
a Miss Joslyn of New Braintree and settled in a place called
Murrysfield.

AcNEs BeLL, third daughter of James and Martha Bell, mar-
ried Robert Forbes, resided in Oakham, where he died and was
buried in the graveyard in the center of the town. Their children
were Arthur, Aaron, Christian. After the death of her husband,
Agnes Forbes with her three children removed to New York
State.

SAMUEL BELL, sixth son of James and Martha Bell, married
[June 22, 1780] Miss [Elizabeth] Campbell of Murrysfield and
settled in that place.

SiMsoN BEeLL, seventh son of James and Martha Bell, married
[Intention of marriage published November 3, 1791] Chloe
Miller of Western and settled in the North Parish of Brookfield,
where he died without issue.

SaraH BeLL, fourth daughter of James and Martha Bell, mar-
ried a Mr. Campbell and settled in Murrysfield.

Isabelle Crawiford, second daughter of Aaron and Agnes
Crawford, never married, died young and was buried in the
graveyard in the center of Rutland.

Mary Crawford, third daughter of Aaron and Agnes Craw-
ford, married William McCobb and settled in Rutland, where
they both died and were buried in the graveyard in the center
of the town. Their children were seven daughters and three
sons, whose names were Elizabeth, Isabelle, Aaron, Margot,
Nancy, Fanny, John, Molly, Martha, Samuel.

ErizaBetH McCogs, first daughter of William and Mary
McCobb, married a Mr. Mann and settled in New Hampshire.

IsaBeLLE McCoBB, second daughter of William and Mary
McCobb, married John McMellen of Providence, Rhode Island,
and settied there.
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AAroN McCogs, first son of William and Mary McCobb, never
married, died in the service of the United States in the American
Revolution.

Marcor McCosg, third daughter of William and Mary
McCobb, married Patrick Briant, and settled in Vermont.

Nancy McCogs, fourth daughter of William and Mary
McCobb, married Mark Heard, resided some years in Rutland
and removed to Montague, and there settled.

Fanny McCoss, fifth daughter of William and Mary McCobb,
married James Michaelherring, and settled in Vermont.

Jorn McCoss, second son of William and Mary McCobb,
settled in a place called Murrysfield.

MorLy McCoBg, sixth daughter of William and Mary McCobb,
married Phineas Wheeler, and settled in Vermont.

MartHA MCCoOBB, seventh daughter of William and Mary
McCobb, married a Mr. Gibbs of Princeton, and settled in the
northerly part of the County of Worcester.

SAMUEL McCoss, third son of Willilam and Mary McCobb,
married a Miss Newton of Princeton, and settled in that town.



JOHN CRAWFORD

Captain John Crawford, second son of Alexander and Eliza-
beth Crawford, was born in Rutland January 7, 1739, and married
Rachel Henderson of Rutland in January [February 9], 1759,
and settled in the westerly part of Rutland West Wing, now
Oakham. Their children were four sons and three daughters,
whose names were Elizabeth, John, Alexander, Sarah, Samuel,
Calvin, Rachel. Rachel Crawford, wife of John Crawford, died

April 24, 1773, and was buried in the graveyard in the center of
Oakham [age 34].

ErLizaBerHE CrawrorDp, first daughter of John and Rachel Crawford,
was born March 14, 1760, and married [Intention of marriage published

December 9, 1779] Robert Wilson, resided many years in the westerly part
" of Oakham, and then removed with her husband and children to the
westerly part of Vermont. Their children were five sons and eight
daughters, and were named John, Sarah, Polly, Martha, who died
young, Elizabeth, Calvin, Luther, Thersey, Lucy, Gardner and Mailton,
twins, Sarepta, Augusta.

JoEN Crawrorp, first son of John and Rachel Crawford, was born
May 2, 1762, never married, was a school teacher in New York State,
where he was drowned, aged about thirty-five years.

ALEXANDER CRAWFORD [the gunsmith], second son of John and Rachel
Crawford, born February 12, 1765, married [June 26, 1783] Bethiah
Willis, and resided in the westerly part of Oakham. Their children were
four sons and four daughters, and were named: son Salmon [born July
23, 1789] died [May 15, 1795] young, daughter Lucinda [born March
12, 1791], Susan [born March 2, 1793], Franklin, Hosea Willis [born
August 25, 1802], Vashti [born August 8, 1798], Galen [born November
17, 1804], Mary Packard [born November 5, 1807]. Bethiah Crawford,
wife of Alexander Crawford, died [July 17, 1811, and was buried in
churchyard in Oakham]. Alexander Crawford then married Mary
Henderson [September 6, 1813] and resided in Oakham. Their children



were two sons and one daughter, and were named: son Anson [born
January 17, 1817], daughter Emeline [born September 30, 1814], son
William A. [born October 7, 1820]. Alexander Crawford died May,
1846, and was buried in Oakham [died June 1, 1845, gravestone].

SaraH CrawWFORD, second daughter of John and Rachel Crawford, mar-
ried [June 3, 1790] Eli Ayres of north parish of Brookfield, where they
resided for many years and removed to Ware. Their children were eight
daughters and two sons, and were named Martha, Betsey and Nancy,
twins, Sally who died young, Rachel, Adin, Matilda who died young,
Louisa, Mary, Galen, Caroline, born 1805. Eli Ayres and his wife Sarah
Ayres both died at Ware.

SaMUtEL CrawrorDp, third son of John and Rachel Crawford, was born
August 9, 1768, and married Huldah Burdin, resided some years in Wards-
borough, Vermont, then returned and settled in Oakham. Their children
were five sons and five daughters, and were named Milissa, born
[November 13, 1793], married [March 31, 1818] William Preshoe, Milinda,
born [March 3, 1795], married [July 26, 1818] Mariot Woodis, Malina,
born [January 19, f797], married [February 5, 1822] Asahel Thompson,
John, born [February 14, 1799], married [January 2, 1823] Clarissa Haven
who died June 19, 1824, and he married November 22, 1826, for a second
wife [Sally] More, Luther, born [April 2, 1801], married [Temperance
H.] Rice, who died [December 21, 1833] and then he married [July
27, 1834] Sophronia Woodis, Samuel, born [February 8, 1803], married
[Intention of marriage published January o, 1831] Laurinda Wilson,
Eliza, born [May 1, 1807], married [April 11, 1833] a Mr. Luther
Macomber, Azuba, born [September 1, 1800], Lyman, born [December
3, 1813], Artemas, born [March 14, 1805], married Miss Whittemore
[and Eliakim born March 26, 1811, died July 27, 1814]. Samuel Crawford
died and was buried in Oakham [Southwest yard. Died June 8, 1841,
aged 73 years. Consumption].

CaLvin CrawrorD, fourth son of John and Rachel Crawford, was born
[October 18, 1770] and married [Intention of marriage published Novems-
ber 11, 1792] Catharine Bruce of Berlin, and resided for some years in
Oakham, had several children, then removed to New York State, where
he died.

RacuEeL Crawrorp, third daughter of John and Rachel Crawford, was
born April 2, 1773, married a Mr. Stimson of Vermont, and settled in
that State. '

Captain John Crawford, after the death of his wife Rachel,
married in the summer of 1773, Phebe Green of Brookfield.



Their children were: son Josiah, who died young, daughter
Dorothy, who married Zenas Darling and settled in Vermont,
had several children and he died.

Phebe Crawford, the wife of Captain John Crawford, died
and he married for a third wife widow Mary Perkins [born
1745] whose maiden name was Ford [died April 2, 1829].
Their children were five daughters and one son, and were
named :

Mary and MARTHA, twins, born in 1778. Martha died at the age of
six years. Mary married Enoch Cheney, resided in Vermont, had twelve
children, then moved to New York State where they both died.

Lucy, born [December 5, 1780] and [died January 18, 1810].

HaxNaH, born [August 16, 1782] married [June 13, 1814] Dr. David
Woolley, resided in Hinsdale, New Hampshire, had daughter named Reliei
and died March 31, 1867. Dr. David Woolley died [in March, 1844] and
Hannah his wife returned to Oakham.

EriariM, born [August 16, 1784] and died March 3, 1804.

Nancy, born [March 10, 1786], married [Intention of marriage pub-

lished January 21, 1810] Shubael Babcock, resided in Hinsdale, New
Hampshire. They had two children, and she died.

John Crawford died October 16, 1824, aged 82 years [grave-
stone 86. As he was born January 7, 1739, he was nearly 86].

Rachel Crawford, the first wife of John Crawford, was born
July 1, 1739, and died April 24, 1773.

Mary Crawford, the third wife of John Crawford, died April
2, 1829, aged 84 years.



AARON CRAWFORD

Aaron Crawford, fourth son of Alexander and Elizabeth
Crawiord, married Jaol [generally written Jeales] Gill, settled in
Oakham, removed to Murrysfield, returned to Oakham, then
removed to New York State, thence to St. Albans, Canada.
Their children were six sons and three daughters, named William
[born October 22, 1769], Luther [born April 27, 1773], Elizabeth
[born January 18, 1771], Chloe [born April 2, 1775], Alexander
[born February 28, 1777], Aaron [born March 3, 1779], Rachel
[born August 6, 1785], Robert [born March 26, 1783], Spencer
[born November 14, 1778]. .

WirLiaM CrAwFORD, first son of Aaron and Jaol Crawford, never mar-
ried; was drowned in New York State.

LuteEr CrawForD, second son of Aaron and Jaol Crawiford, never
married, died in New York State.

ErL1zaBeTE CrawrorD, first ‘daughter of Aaron and Jaol Crawford,
died young [November 27, 1772].

CHLOE Crawrorp, second daughter of Aaron and Jaol Crawford,
married a Mr. Martindale and resided in Stanbridge, Canada. '

ALEXANDER CrAWFORD, third son of Aaron and Jaol Crawford, married,
became a wanderer, and his fate is unknown.

AAroN Crawrorp, fourth son of Aaron and Jaol Crawford, married
in Canada and settled there.

RacueL Crawrorp, third daughter of Aaron and Jaol Crawford, never
married, died in Canada.

RoBerT CraWFORD, fifth son of Aaron and Jaol Crawford, married and
settled in Canada.

SPENCER 'CRAWFORD, sixth son of Aaron and Jaol Crawford, never
married, was in the service of Great Britain in the war of 1812, was
badly cut up with wounds, made infirm for life, and died in Canada
in 18s7.



WILLIAM CRAWFORD

Captain William Crawford [the clockmaker], the fifth son
of Alexander and Elizabeth Crawiford, was born in Rutland
October 23, 1745, removed to Rutland West Wing, now Oakham,
with his parents in March, 1750, married in 1773 Mary Hender-
son, the second daughter of Lieut. James Henderson of Rutland,
who was born July 30, 1748 [died November 26, 1838, aged 9o
years. Captain William Crawford died June 30, 1833]. Their
children were five sons and six daughters and were named
Elizabeth [born February 10, 1774], James [born August 11,
1775], Lucy [born February 7, 1778], William [born February
25, 1780], Sarah [born January 30, 1782], William [born October
5, 1783], Rufus [born November 13, 1785], Mary [born October
6, 1787], Isabelle [born February 24, 1790], Harriet [born
March 10, 1795], Alexander [born April 16, 1792].

EvrizaBeTH CrawrFORD, first daughter of William and Mary Crawford,
was born in Oakham February 10, 1774, married Jonathan King of
Sutton September [October 17], 1815, resided in Sutton till the autumn
of 1829, when after the death of her husband she returned to Oakham.
They had but one child, which died in infancy. Jonathan King died
April 1, 1827. Elizabeth King, wife of Jonathan King, died at Oakham
February 3, 1838, and was buried in the graveyard in the center of
the town. .

James Crawrorp, first son of William and Mary Crawford, was born
in Oakham August 11, 1775, married Molly Butler, third daughter of
John Butler of Oakham in March, 1800. Their children were four sons
and were named Laureston F., Algernon Sidney, William Theon, Elias
Butler.

Laureston F. Crawford, first son of James and Molly Crawford,
was born October 8, 1801, married Caroline R. Cummings of Hard-
wick in 1829, and settled in Oakham. Their children: Joseph, born
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1830, and died September 29, 1831, Mary [born June 4, 1832], Emily
[born January 29, 1834, married William Sanford Crawford].

Laureston Falkner Crawford died June 13, 1839 [aged 38 years].
Caroline R. Crawford, wife of Laureston Falkner Crawford, died
August 28, 1838 [aged 29 years].

Algernon Sidney Crawford, second son of James and Molly Craw-
ford, was born [April 27, 1805], married Eliza Fay. They had one
child whose name was James Crawford.

Eliza Crawford, wife of Algernon Sidney Crawford died. After
the death of his wife Eliza Crawford, Algernon Sidney Crawford
married Lucy Stone of Rutland. Their children were two daughters
whose names were Jane and Ann.

In 1846 Algernon Sidney Crawford had his name changed by the
Legislature to Algernon Sidney .Butler, in 1847 entered the service
of the United States and died at Puebla, Mexico, May 15, 1847.

William Theon Crawford, third son of James and Molly Crawford,
was born [April 2, 1807], married Elmira Clark of Barre [Intention
of marriage published October 20, 1832] and settled in that town.
They had several children.

Elias Butler Crawford, fourth son of James and Molly Crawiord,

was born [November 10, 180g], married a Miss Taft. They had
several children. '

James Crawford died in the service of the United States at Albany,
February 6, 1814. Molly Crawford, wife of James Crawford, died January
31, 1825 [aged 45 years].

Lucy Crawrorp, second daughter of William and Mary Crawford, was
born February 7, 1778, married Stephen Marsh of Sutton April 29, 1817.
They had no children.

Stephen Marsh died September 23, 1845. Lucy Marsh died August 9,
1860, at 15 minutes past 6 o’clock in the morning, of Paralysis.

WirLiaM Crawrorp, second son of William and Mary Crawford, was
born February 25, 1780, and died March 30, 1781, aged 13 months and
5 days.

SARAH CrAwFORD, third daughter of William and Mary Crawiford, was
born January 30, 1782, and died February 1, 1798.

WiLriaM CrawrorD [General], third son of William and Mary Craw-
ford, was born October 5, 1783, settled in Oakham, married Sophia -
Cunningham of Leicester, the fifth daughter of Nathaniel and Sarah
Cunningham of Spencer, September 30, 1846. [General William Crawford
died July 25, 1864. Sophia Crawford, wife of General William Crawford,
died February 28, 1809, aged 95 years 3 months 21 days.]
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William Channing Crawford, son of William and Sophia Crawiord,

was born January 10, 1849. [Died November 7, 1898, aged 49 years
10 months 27 days].

Rurus CrawrorD, fourth son of William and Mary Crawford, was born
November 13, 1785, settled in Oakham, married Clarissa Cunningham,
third daughter of Nathaniel and Sarah Cunningham of Spencer, in
January, 1820, Their children were three daughters: thefirst died in
earliest infancy, Laura Del Rossela, Amanda Melvina. [Rufus Crawford
died May 19, 1874. Clarissa Crawford, wife of Rufus Crawford, died
August 31, 1853.]

Laura Del Rosella Crawford, second daughter of Rufus and
Clarissa Crawford, was born March [5, 1826], married and had one
child whose name was Edward Wheeler. Edward Wheeler was born
May 18, 1846. Laura Del Rosella Crawford died June 3, 1846.

Amanda Melvina Crawford, third daughter of Rufus and Clarissa
Crawford, was born November 30, 1835. [Died April 29, 1910].

Mary Crawrorp, fourth daughter of William and Mary Crawford, was
born October 6, 1787, married Samuel Tenny [June 27], 1812. Their
children were four sons and five daughters, and were named Pascal
Paoli [born October 12, 1812], Lucy Maria [born May 3, 1814], Marshall
Rue [born November 30, 1816], Mary [born July 5, 1819], Rufus Crawford
[born March 7, 1821], Laura [born November 31, 1822], Ellen Elizabeth
[born July 27, 1825], Samuel, Harriet.

IsaBeLLE Crawrorp, fifth daughter of William and Mary Crawford, was
born February 24, 1790, never married, resided in Oakham, died November
16, 1845, and was buried in the graveyard in the center of the town.

ALEXANDER CraWFORD, fifth son of William and Mary Crawiord, was
born April 16, 1792, married [June 1, 1810] Melicsa Whipple, second
daughter of Moses and Lucy Whipple, settled in Oakham. Their children
were four daughters and two sons, and were named Maria Louisa [born
April 22, 1820], Samantha Melinda [born April 20, 1823], Almira Amelia
[born March 14, 1825], Lucina Almeda [born July 17, 1828], William
Sanford [born June 22, 1831], Henry Alexander [born February 11, 1836].
[Alexander Crawford died Aprii 30, 1873. Melissa Crawford, wife of
Alexander Crawiford, died April 26, 1887.]
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Mrs. S. M. Sargeant ...ooviiiiiriiiiiinnenennnnnns. Worcester, Mass.
Curtis E. Spooner ...oeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeniannnnnn. Philadelphia, Pa.
Mrs. O. D. Tottingham ......cciiriiiiiiiiiinnrennns. Oakham, Mass.
Charles H. Trowbridge .......ccoirrriiiiiiiiiininnnnnn. Oakham, Mass.

* Deceased.



Mrs. Charles H. Trowbsidge ................a.... Oakham, Mass.
Mrs. Kate B. Wilkinson ....ovvininiiniii i, Springfield, Mass.
*Alfred P. Wright ........ ... i New Haven, Conn.
Alice L. Wright ... ... i New Haven, Conn.
Ellsworth Wright ... .. ... .. . ... . ... New Haven, Conn.
Henry B. Wright ....... ... .. . ..., New Haven, Conn.
Henry P. Wrright .. ... .. i New Haven, Conn.
Mrs. Henry P. Wright ... ... .. .o i, New Haven, Conn.

* Deceased.



