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PREFACE. 

In presenting to the public this brief outline of the history of tbe Cof­
fin family, the author Is not unmindful of its mil.uy imperfections. 'l'he work 
first undertaken was soon perceived would require years to perfect. A full 

nud correct history and genealogy of the Collin family cannot be compiled 

without immense h\bor, and would be of little vulue unless accurnte in de­
tails. 

Desirous of offering to the great gathering of the descendants of Tris­

trnm Cott:rn, to nssemble in August, 1881, some information respecting the 

origin, rise, nnd development of this numerous family, the author, notwith­

stnncling his fear of' disappointing the reasonable expectations ot' friends, has 

submitted this humble production, in the hope that it will receive the con­

siderate judgment of its readers, nncl possibly aid the future historian who 
sllall attempt a more comprehensive family history. 

No statement ot' fact ls macle without citing Its authority; and if, from 

the facts cited, the author has drawn conclusions nt variance with hitherto 

accepted opinions, he is persuaded that the facts amply warrant such new 

departure. While some historical facts are believed to be here collectively 

prescntecl for the first time, the author by no means concludes that the tlehl 

of investigation Is exhausted, or that further research mny not still more 
essentially change results. 

l\Ir. William E. Collin, of Richmond, Juel., kinclly placed valuable manu­
scripts from his own pen, and a large collection of other documents nncl 

papers, in the author's hands, who here expresses a fervent gratitude there­

for. John Cofilu Jones Brown, Esq., of Boston, placed the author under 

obligations for valuable assistance in senrch!ug the noble librnries of Boston, 
purticulnrly in the domain of hernldry. Auel for other val11111Jle suggestions 
and literary nld, the author is indebted to George Howland :b'olgcr, ]~sq., of 

Cambridge, Mass., William C. :b'olger, Esq., l\Ir. Alfrect Swain, and l\liss 
Stell11 L. Chnse, of Nantucket. The entire proceed!! of the sale will be ap­
plied to the Memorial Funu. 





TI-IE· COFFIN F"fILY. 

TRlSTRA;\l GOFFYN, (af'l he always :;;ignccl his n:m1<',) the fomukr of 
the family Jil1c in Anwrie:t, :md from whom ttll persons hy the mime 
oi Coflin in this country arc dcscem1et1, wits bom at Brixtou, n s11rn1I 

1iarh,h antl villngc, uenr l'lymouth, in the sonthwe8tcrn part of JJevou:-:hirc 
Connt,y, E11ghind, iu the year 1605. lie nun'l'ictl Dionis St1wc11:-:, 

-daughter of Robert Stevens, csclltirc, of llrixton, and, in 16-12, cmigmtcll, 
to Amcrictt with his wife, 1h·e smnll chiltlren, his widowed mothcr, amt 
two 1mmmTicd sistcrfl. He liycd alt.crnah~ly in S:tli,<lmry, ll:tvcrhill aml 
1'Jcwlmry, in t.he Colony of 1\ln;,;;admsett;,, until 165!1, when he cmne to 
~Vautncket, then nuder the jurisdiction of New York, and made nrnmti·e­
mcnf:c; for the pnrclrnsc of the island by a company which he org:miz.etl 
~tt Salislmry. Ile rctnrnetl to the islantl with his family in lGG0, where 
Jrn lh·ed until Ms deat11, which happ<.'lled on the 2tl day of October, A.]). 
1081, at his new rei;,icknce on the bill, nt No1-thhmn, near Capaum l'ond, 
~t the age of 76 years. 

Collin is a wortl of Hebrew origin, signifying a smnll bnskct. 
Whether the Isrnclitish hosts were snllicicntly cnlightcucd to be in tltc 
••-njoyml.'nt of h:i,-,[rnts 1Jdi1rc Uw EgypU:m", or wltdher the clto.:cn pco­
I>lc of Gotl were ei,:peciully favored with it know ledge of the nrt of hm;;ket­
makiug while the ·rest of the world plotltled on with less couunodious 
means of transit, arc matters which cannot at this remote period of time 
be sntisfactorily nnswerctl. l3ut ·when, ncconling to sacred history, we 
1.·eatl that a mnltitnde, from a de..;crt place, were fed with fiye .loaYes 11ml 
two fi<'hcfl, am!. there W:tfl taken up of the fragment:< that remained twc]ni 
·uaskets fnll, we. may he n::;snretl thnt hai<kcts 1lonrh-:hctl nrncrng the ;J<'WX 

:11t!Prior to tlw ( 1l1ri,.:tia11 l'nt; ::;o, of conr:,;c, :,;mall bn,.,Jwt~, or c0Jli11:,;, arc 
<>f ,Jcwii;:h origin. 

From Arthur's" Derivation of -Family Name.:," we fintl that Cornn is 
in W ch,h Cut)i11, which i;ignifies :t l.Jolmthir:,,\ tt limit, or :t hill; (!ejj;n a 
1·itlgc of a l1ill. ThiA nuthority nlso 11nys the 1rnrnc lws it,; origin trom 
Co, high, exnltetl, nml.ji11, n head, cxtrcmHy, I.Jouutlary, lmt the fo111ily 
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surnnmc is probably not ill(lchtcll to citlicr of these laf:<t-namcd <lcrirn­
tion:-;. It is IJclic,·cd hy many thnt, some time before tho Norman Co11-
q1H.',;t of Englan<l hy \Villiam, which took place in lO(i(i, the family of 
Collin lh·c<l in Normamly, a duchy of France, which the Nort,l'IIWII had 
mmle peculiarly thdr own hy innu;ion and eo1u111e,;t. Ami it. ha;; been 
<:lai11w1l hy some or the entlm,;ia,;tic dp,;ee111lants of Trh,tram that. tlw 
Collin;,, in the 011I \\'orld, pn•Yailed hl'li,rl' the ti11w of till.• Pharaoh,;, 1111<1 

in the New Worhl, came in with the l\la,rtlowcr. Yet. both of tlw,,;c :<tatc-
1111•11!,; aru 1111ti11111dl'd. Tlw drili:1.al'io11 of the Ea:<t luul do11l,I(,,,,,.. pn•,.:,,;pd 
we:,,twanl as far a;; the Englbh Ohaimcl before tho Northern hoJ'<lc~. 
1111der th:it rnde and i111pct11011;; Se:uulinaYian chieftain, nametl Hollo, in­
Y:Hlcd that portion of France which sub,;cqncntly l>ccnmc Nonnantl.r. 
And it is pos:-.:ihlc that the mwc:stor1, of the Coffin fiunily pa:-.::-;cd frot11 
l'alc:;tine to Greeec ,:eycral eeuturics !Jct'ore the Christian cr:t, and, SOllll\ 
time Inter, from <:rcece to the southern pnrt of France. If, howcn•r, a 
trace from l'nle:::tinc i:; admitted, it is none the le,;,; conclusiYe that the 
Yalor :11111 military prowe1,1, of the Norsemen became tho contt-olling cle­
ment in the Norman Freni.,h chnrac:ter from the time of Hollo, A. 1>. !l11, 
11p to the time or the Norman Conquc,;t or Englan<l, when tho name or 
Cott'yn tir,;t appears in English hi,;tory. The lli>'tingnii,:hing trnit,; of the 
Coflin family :,,hwc it made a hi,.;tory arc not llehraic hut either Norse or 
:111ck11t, Briton. I indiuc to the helief that our Nornmn ancl•stor;; enmc 
clown in early times with the rnst military hor1le:,: which passt\tl through 
the C:errnan Oeean an<! the Brit,i,;h sea:-, eneonntcring- every im11J2·i11nhhi 
peril, both hy sea a11tl html, and hr:wing c,·cry hanl,;hip 11ml prin1tio11 or 
1lcet anti camp, to timt a region or country more eo11ge11inl nntl pro­
dnctiyc than their own natiYe Sc:tmlinaYia. They were the great n:n-i­
gntors of their age. AnLl their dc:;;ccmlants, in our own time, from Nan­
tucket ns well as from other parts of New Euglaml, h:tYc shown the 
s:unc energ~· and cndmed like hardships in pursuing; the whale-fishery it1 
the l'acitlc Ocean, and in sculling whole ilect;; of :uh·entnrcrs more than 
half way ro1111ll the globe to dig for gold in C':tlifomi:t nrnl Anstrnlia . 
. But, thb :<amc h:tl"<ly c:qwrit>nce may Itani het•n g:1inl'<l from the lifo in 
])cvon:;hire, England, which dc,·clopec.l some of the br11YC8t rnt\'igntors 
nn<l mo,;t daring i,:pirits that ever upheltl the Engli::;h flag, like Sir Walter 
Raleigh nml Sir Francis Dmke, who were horn and reared in the southern 
pint of ])evon:,;hirc, whence Ti'l:,;trmn Cofl'.rn c:une. 

"'hat, in the l\fiddle Ag;c~, ,v1is called an inrn:<ion, we now term nn 
cx1w<lition. Our histori:111,.; arc wont to dl·signatc these hanly_ Hcll~n·­
li:tnt mlve11tnrcr;;; which ovc1-r1m aud conquered the com1tric:s lying on 
(1itlll'r ><ide of tho Brit.h,lt Ch:11111el a:-; lmrbaria11:-i; lmt I am pcr,;u:uled. 
that in IJoth instnnces......,..thc Danes in England antl the Swedes aml Nor­
wcgi:ms in Fmncc-hronght nnd maintained a higher tn)c of ciYilizatiou 
in thc:::c rcspectiye couutrie:;; th:tn had hitherto existed there. 
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The l~a,:1krn ciYilbmtion wal'l met and aln.:orbcd hy the Norne nt llle 
\'cry time when perf'o11al imlh~illnal names were becoming cry,<tallizcll 
with ficcond designation,; which we call 81ll'Hame8. The simple imli­
ddnal sm·11a111es we find in n;,:c throughout all pre-Nornrnn history; l.,nt 
flll'y i;ecm to have been only for the life of him to whom they were nt.­
btched, and died with him. It, was not till the eleventh century that 
i-11rn:uncs can he F<aid to have become lll'rc<litary, or in any trnc sl'ni-:e 
,;fationar.r; yet-there were marked exceptions growing out of the peculiar 
<'O!Hlitions of fcndal tennres in Normandy. The name of Collin may 
he long to this exceptional cl:tRf', which, commcm:ing in :France anterior 
to the Norman Corn111eRt, in the pale mazes of uncc1fainty, has s111Tin•ll 
I he 11111tatio11;: of eight ce11tnrics in Englancl, to which it was first trn11"'­
pla11ft>cl, m11I, fro111 flw A11wricn11 !Jrnrwh, i11 little III0l'l• than t.,,·o a11cl 011e­
half ccntnrie,;, haf' IJl•-conw firmly l'll/l'r:tfted upon t.Jw We;;tc•rn Contint·nf:, 
:11Hl returned 111a11y i-:dui1H back unto the Olc.l World from which they 
,;pmng-. 

Speaking of rn1me8 dcriYCll from occnp:ttiorn;;, Bardsley, in llis 
g11glish Snrii:unc..:, :mys: "Jt i::; to some dealer in cmthcnwnrc we owe 
the name of 'Pot:,;,' some worker in mctalH onr 'llanuncr;-1,' some car­
penter onr 'Coflin;-1,' 011cc ;,ynonymohs with 'Coffer.'" And he eli-:ewhcro 
,;:tyi,;: •• It. ii-: h:ml to i:;ay whether 011r • CoflerH' arc rclici; of the olll 
< '<1/fhw or CoUb·, 1ml, :ti; the latter l,11,;i11c:,;;,: was all !mt cnt.ircly in tho 
hand,; of fi.•mnlcs, perhnp,:,: it will be s:tfrr to refer them to the other." 
.\gain he sn,ri-:: "Our 'Colfors,' relics of the ol< 1 'lt:tlph Jc Coiforcr' or 
',John le Coll"erer,' tho11gh something occupntiYe, were nevertheless 
ollicial nh;o, and arc to lJe fonnd a;.: snch in the thirtt'enth century. They 
remind n;.: of the day when there were no such things as check-hooks, 
uor hanki,, nor a paper-mm1cy ctu'J'c11<\'\". '.l'hen, on cYcry expedition, he 
it warlike or peacefnl, Folicl gold or ,;ilvcr had to be !Jome for the lmrn11's 
expcntlitnre nml thnt of hi,; rctinne; thcrl'fore 110110 wonld he more im­
porta'nt, than he who Rnpcrintell(k•d the tmn,;it from place to plnce of the 
clrei<t of ,;olill coinage, i-:ct umler his immelli:tte c:trn." The cotforcr wns 
the trcmmrer of the tuyal or baronial retinue, awl from the office was 
1lcriYml the n:tmc, And he further fl:tys: "Our 'Coffers' represent 
s:eeminp;ly the r•mme word in tt two-fold capacity. We !ind occasional 
l'l'Conl;.:-where the cofii.•rer was nnclon!Jtedly an oltleial sen·ant, n tren8-
111·1•r, one who carril•d the 11101wy of hi,; Ion\ irt hi:,; jo11rneyingi; IIJJ nllll 
clown. 1\Lorc o1l:en, howe,·er, he wni-: a trntlel'lm:m, n maker or dealer in 
1·ofl'c.•r;; or coflin;,, the two wonl;; hcing once ni;cd altogether imliscrlmi­
nately." "'e may neYer feel f:'atii;factoril,r as;;urcll that the name Collin 
wa:,1 both otlkial 11ml occnpntive; but that it wafl O!W or the other in its 
origin no llonbt mn.r longer exi;.t. If yon tnrn to t.hc 1mci.ent ver,;;ion of 
the New Te;,t:unent, in what is known as "'icklylfo's trnnf'latio11, nml 
rcatl the f'tory of the five loaves nnc.l two 1if.;hes, in .l\lark vi, -!:l, you will 
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'lltll1 that the won1 coft:Vns is uscll in place of 1Ja8kcts, tltc verse re:Hling· 
thns: "Arnl they token the rcly,·cs ot' broken mete, twelve coft'ynB full." 
Thus it will he seen tlrnt this word originated back, far baek, in the grny 
morning twilight of Asiatic life, in the notuadic period of m:m's ex­
iBtence, before the Bethlehem :,:hephcrdr,: guarded their flocks by night 011 

,lll(lea's plains. .l\lo,•ing wcBtwnnl with the march of empire it rctainrd 
it,-; :,;iguilicauce upon tile border;; of the Eng!i:-;h Channel, snrvh·ing tit(• 
dc;.tmctivcnesil of the Norwegian ath·cntnrcrs of the ninth century; 
and, IHieomiug· No1·m11uilw1l, it w,1,.. lii-:,;t IIHl'd mi :1 t<ig·11-11:11uc, and 1111·11 

adopted as :L :mnuune from the ollicial or hnsinc;;;; oceupatiou, fcndali:;111. 
muking it here1lit:1ry. 

"'illimn the Conqneror, was hom at Fallaise, u town of Normamly, 
Fronce, in the llcpartmcnt of Calnulos, 22 miles S. S. K of Ca@, on tlw 
rivet· Ante, in the year 10:2!. lt i,; now :i town of ahont rn,ooo inltnl,i­
tnnts, lrnving still in the ruins of its nncicnt ca:-;tlc one of the Jiuc:-;I 
tower:; in France. The town is built upon clilti:; commanllc<l hy nu old 
Norman castle nnll s11rromHlcd lJy u pict11re1;q1w country. Au cquc»trian 
l1ronze statue of William was erected here in 1851. Within two shorl 
leagues of :Fnllnise stands the old chntcan of Courtiton, once the home 
of tho Norman Cotlins, the family mune having now become extinct in 
that vicinagc. The pre1<cnt ow1wr, llfom;. Le Ckrt•, it< the grarnl:;on or 
the la:,;t .l\li;,;;; Coltin, the c:;tnte ha Ying de:-;ccrnlc<l in an uuhrokl'll mall· 
line, as is imppo:;ell, until her .acce:;:;ion. .She mmTil•d, in 17!J6, from 
which time the n:1111e of Le Clerc h:t:-J :;uccccdell to that of Cottin ns poK­

ses:<ors of this :uwient e:-;tnte. Admiral IIenr,r J<;. Coltin, of the Eugli:-lt 
NaYy, a nephew of Admiral Sir lsaae, iB the nnthorit,r for the Inst stak­
ment. ln n letter to Mr. "'illiam E. Coffin, of Hiehmontl, llld., writtt•11 
in Octoher, 1880, he thuil describes thi:; ohl Norman clwte:m which lll' 
hall soveml times vii-;itell: "It stands at the bottom of a hill in front or 
n lake. The tltfrc to it is through or1rn111entetl wood, a zig-zag road 
tle:sccnding to it. There ii,; only the llining-rnom, kitchen, llllll purt of 
the 0)11 ho11K1! n•11111i11i11g, :111<1 the Ill'\\. purt h:1,-; two drawing-rooms huill 
two hundred years ugo, hut looking nice." 

It was upon thh, old estate, pcrlrnp,;, that the first Norman Cofl)"n, of 
Engli;,h fame, was l1or11; aml, being one of the )·oun~·l'l' ::,on", haring 
no hope ot' an i11ltcrit.a11cl•, it' he l'OHl' lo <liKtinctiou in lift• it mw,t 1.,c hy 
llis own cmlc:ffurl!. Heare<! within two le:t,!\"lll'>< ot' Fallai:,c, he may han· 
often sported with the youthful William, anti Ileen a f:won•<l g-11e:,1t at th<· 
J>ucal l'alacc. )\'hen )Villi:uu':, father, Rohert, made hi:; pilgrimage to 
the Hol,r Hepnlehre, 1wYer to return, Cotl',ru\; father may have :-han•d 
in the vici:-;Kit11dcs ot' that expedition; a111l, if in the c11p:1city ot' keept,r 
of the Duke's strong box, the name of Cott)"u may huvc datl'd t'i-om tlw 
rctnru of th:1t mom·nt'ul retinue as au indhilhwlized i;unum1e. 
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From th<.' t.ime of tlw Norman Conqn<.'1<t the famil.,· of Collin has h<'l'll 
wdl known in Engl:mtl, nceording to Prince':;: Worthies of Devon, aml 
there i:-: some rem;on for supposing that members of this family came owr 
before the Conquest and settkd in Somerset anti Devon nml Dorr,,et, for 
it i>: an nn<li;:pntc1l fact that m:my Normun fomllieil took 11p tlwir rcRi­
denccK in England before the l:uuling of Willimn, :uul that r::ome of them 
received f:n-ors from Edward the Confcr,,sor. 1Yhen the Conqueror onlcrC'll 
the" Gren.t. SmTey of nil Lamls," completed r;omc twenty years after tho 
butt le of Ifar,,tiJ1gs, the Coffins were entered in I>omesda~· llook as bdng 
Jl081<e;:r;ecl of r:.:ernral hille1<. l:tml, :t8 ;itntt'd by Sir Willinm Pole in hiFI ?llSS. 
of" Devon and itf:I Knights, in the reignf:I of the earlier Kings of England.'' 
A "hide lnntl" wni-1 an nncertuin qnantit.y, i,upposetl to be as much amble 
!anti n:-: wonhl maintain n family, an1l wu,: n tc•rm 11::,cd by the Saxon:< in 
men>:tl!'ing land, IJcforc the Norman Frend1 l:mgnagc wns infrotlnct•tl its 

tlw n•g-nlar l:rnguagc of t.l1e eonrt:-1 of law. In 1081i, Whl'n Domt'stla.r 
was compiled, the conquered Snxons found that :-:nch of them a;; oppo:-:ctl 
the Conqueror in nny manner had their l:rntls confiscittctl. Anti the !antis 
thus conl!1;catcll were granted out by the Conqueror to his faithful fol­
lowers. Tims nil the land in the kingdom "not possessed by the Church 
wai< heltl by the King in demef'ne, or of him clirectl.r, or of the honors he 
hat! sehrntl nml retained, ur-; foml;;, hy comparnth-cly fow indiYidualr;." 
The land" granh•d were not given frnt•ly and ,'l·ithont price, but. were to 
IJc held of the King, sub.feet to the pcrformuncc of certain military duties 
:ti,: the (•ontlition of their enjoyment. 

The 11101<t ancknt scat of the 1rnme nml family of Coffin in England, 
ii:, now called Portlcdge, in the parish of Alwington, near Bitleford, 
('onnty of Devon. If it has been in the ·ramil,v from the settlement of 
the c;;tatcs by Uomestl:ty, there ettn be little doubt-that it was granted to 
Hir Richanl Cofl'.rn, Knight, for valuable set-vices rendered the Con­
queror, in thnt wonderfully romantic feudal agC', when the barons aml 
knightf-1 nm! e:::1p1ireF1 nnd f'erjeant" heeamc proprietori; of Y:tl"t estate!", 
incllllling ca,:tlcs, abbeys, village"', :u1tl even l'ntirc towni;, throughout 
.England. The great anti1J.11ity of the Coffins is further e8tablishcd, 
Ray~ l'rince, b.,~ a· bonmlnry deed mndc near the time of the Con­
qncr<t, nntl written in Saxon, bet.ween Richard Coflin, Lord of the 
:i\Cnnor of Alwington and Cockemcnton, and the Abbot of Ta,·istock, in 
rdntion to the AhhP_,. Jami,: of Tavir4od, in t.hc pnrish of Ahhoh•ham 
nenr :Hljoining Alwington. One of the coYetrnnt,: wns that "the Abbot; 
amt Cotn-ent. of TaYh•tock ia<ho11l1l gin\ to ti\(' f'nitl Richnnl Coffyn nnd hiR 
n<'xt heir, fnll fraternit,.r in hi:- Church of TaYi:,tock, to receive there the 
habit of religion whenever (<lod so inf!piring) they would; and thnt in 
the me:mt.ime they should have the p1frilcge of one monk there." 

:Fei1tlal tcnun's, or holding of the King, were introduced with other 
~orman <•t11<toms anti nplwltl anti interpreted by the Norman htwyers, 
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who naturally adhered to the precedents they were no,cd to in their owi. 
country. Of the rnlo of primogeniture :Maine's Ancient Law s,1y" 
"The itlcas and social form~ which coutrilmted to tlw formation of tl11 
system were uuqncstionalily li:1rliarian and arclmic; lint a::1 soon n, 
courts and lawyers were c,1lled in to interpret antl tletino it, the prhwi­
plcs of interpretation which they applied to it were tho:sc of the lak:-1 
Roman jnri,;prudcncc, and were, thercforn, cxcei-;o,ivcly relined and 
matured. In a patriarchically governed souicty the lilik•,;t :,on may ,.:1w­

c:eetl to the govcrnmcut or I.he ,1g11alic groupu aml to thu 11b:;ol11lu tli,,:­
posal of its property. llut he i,; not, therefore, ti trne proprietor. * •· 
* * * The contact of the 1·etinctl and l.mrbarous nation hall inovita!Jlj 
:for its effect, the conversion of the elde:st son into lcg,tl proprietor of tht· 
h1hcritnnce. The clcric:tl and secular htwycr,; ,;o tlclincll hi:,; po:-iitio11 
from the tirst i !Jut it wits only !Jy in,,;cnsible degrees that the younger 
!Jrothcr, from partieipating on equal term:, in all the danger,; and cnjo.r­
rncnts of his kin,,mrnn, sank into the priest, the soldier of fortune, or th1.• 
hanger-on of the 111a111;ion." 

The family mllltiplicd, and very cnrly. the younger sons of the fir::-! 
Coffins domiciled in .England, had csta!Jlished brnnclw,,; which appear to 
have flourished in divers parts of Devonshire. 'The cider son alway:­
saccocding to the e:;tates until, from various c:111scs, tlw tl.iutlal :-;pik111 of 
k11urcs grmlunll,Y gaye way, a11CI 11po11 the restoration of Clt11rk::111. wa,­
wholly alJolh;hcd. Notwith:-;tamliug the feudal :,;ystcm of tcnmcs in 
]~ngl;mtl had long since }Hts:,;ct! i11to tlis,metlllle, tho form has, in so111c 
instances, been prei;en'ed; and t.lie l'ortletlge manor, onc;c including the 
l'arish of Alwingtou, h, one of tl1c very few e::1tates in Euglallll which 
lmve boon held by the ,mme ti.unily for six or seYcn ccuturiei;, tho mo.,:t 
reliable historians or Devoui;hire all eo11eetling that it ha,; lJccn in the 
family for many centuries. I find the name of Coffin and Cott:,,,n largely 
hlentified with the Connty of Devon from its earliest relialJle history. 
J\lost writers upon the family uamc have con;;idered l'ortletlgc, in the 
northwestern p,u·t of the county, as the o,n·Jicst home of the Collin:,; ill 
]~ngl:md, and, uatumlly enough, have come to the conulusion that Tris­
trmn Cott'.}-n descended ti·om that house. I have 11ot, however, been 
forncd to any such conclusion. The present proprietor of Portlcdgt•, 
,John Richanl l'inc Cotlin, a magii;tmte for Devon, and Lord of the 
l\fanors of Alwiugton, Goldsworthy and :Monklcigh, tinds nothing in the 
reuonls of l'ortlctlge leading to ,,;uch a conclusion. lie docs not even 
1ind the family mtmc1:1 of 'l'ri<>tmm null Peter, :md h111·ely a Nichola:,. 
'J'he earliest rec;onl of Portledge proprietors, a,; I infer from the li,,;t gin•n 
l.Jy the present 11ro11rietor, it< that of Hichard Collin, A. D. 125-!, :t deed of 
th,1t date being a small charter of Henry JU., in Latin, " whereby nt the 
in:,tance of John de Conrt.onny, the sovereign gmnts to Hie. Coffin nnd 
his heirs ti'ee warren in all bis demesnes anll hmlls of Alwington, in the 
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C'onnty of J)eyon." Another rlct•d said to lJc the oldest among the family 
rcconls of l'ortlctlgc, in the l":une reign of Henry III., whereby Riclmnl 
Cophin grantff unto Thomas tlc lJndtlcrigge certain lnmls. 

Oliver's Ecclcsi:u,tical Antitp1itics of Devon (p. 24) mention,; Nicholal'! 
('.ollin, m< Yicar of tlw ('h11n·h at. ('h11dldgh, ill I.he :<011(ht•m<lt•m par(; of 
De\·on, r,:omc .JU miles fro111 l'ortledge, ns t•arly as .t;l:J7. Co11ccrni11g thi,i 
vicarage Rev. J\Ir. Oliver· says: "The Chnrch of Chmllcigh forms tho 
r,:11hject of a deed of ~John, Bishop of Exeter, between the ;rears 1186 ancl 
1 l!Jl. The l'ari,,:h Church wm• dedicated by Bishop llroncscombc, on the 
<ith of November, 1:Ui9." Among the inettmbent,;, Nicholas (without 11, 

imnuune) is the fin<t name met with. He is believed to be the vicar who 
heqneathetl, in rnoa, to the Fahric of Exeter Cathedral, vi ,Y. viii <l. ,John 
.Fitr. Hugh, occnrs vicar tlw :Wth of 8t•ptcmhcr, llll7. Nicholas Coftin, 
instit11te1l the 20th of ,Jnnc, rna7. Thomas tic Mnn;:to11, t.he 2:ld of 
~larch, 1:w-1. Jt h, lhir to )ll'C81llllC thal, this Nichol:t..: Collin w11s YiC':tJ' of 
the l'lrndlcigh Church from the date of hi:; institution, (UJH7) till the in­
stitution of his successor, in 1:J48. 

The e1trlicst mention of the name Coffin in any Ilcrnldie Yii;:itation 
of I>evom.•hire is found in that of 10:W, in connection with the family of 
le J\loyne or ]\fonk, the rnune changing from le Moyne to l\Ionk ahont 
H25. IJngh le J\loync, in the ail year of the reign of Edw1~nl J., :tcconl­
iug f.o l1i,,: pmligrcc, w:ts tlcscemletl from l'cter Jc 1\foync, who married 
1\lnndc, daughter of Coflin of Beacomhe. By allowing :JO years for :t 

. genemtion, J\Iamlc Collin must have bct•n horn about 11-!0, nntl her father 
ubont 1110. It was from thii:: family that the celcbmtctl George Monk, 
lJnkc of Albemarle, wa;; dcf:ccmlctl. Ile was conspicuous in the resto­
ration of Charles U ., the i::ohlien; aml populace poised upon his word, 
am! when he dccl:trl'll for a free l'arlimnent, their ent.hnsia:-:111 was 1111-

IJonmlctl. Of him J\lacauky r;ayi::: "As soon HS his tlcclarntion wm1 

known, the whole nation wm; wild with delight. 1\'hercYer he appenretl 
lho118H1Hl;; thro11g-c1l rouml him i<ho11ti11g and hlt'"'"ing hi;; 11:1111e. The 
bell,; of Eng)a)l(l mng ,ioyon,,:l,r; the gntter;; mn with :tic; m11l night after 
night the :::ky five 11Hlc:,; rountl London wa:,; retltlenetl by iJwnmcrable 
!Jontirei;;." · 

The Coffin family has nl;;o been nlliccl hy intcrmarringc8 with many 
other honornhle Jiunilief.<, nmong tlwm, may he fonntl Ch1Hllt>i1J;h, Cnrey, 
('011rltH'.Y, Bc:1111110111, l'ri,lt-anx, ('litl'onl, an<I t'\'t'll with Hoynlty, h:t\'ing 
11rnrrictl gr:u11ltl:mghtt>rs :rntl gn?at-grantltlaughkrs of William the Con­
queror, llcnry J. am! Eel ward I. 

Of Alphiugton Church, in the southcnr,:tern part of the connt.y, nenr 
:Exctt•r, (l'P• 72-74,) Hcv. :\Ir. Olin~r ;:ays: "In front of the gallery is 
the date of its erection, 16H2; antl in the p:mcls nrc several shields, some, 
'I think, incorrectly hlazonctl. "'e ob::;ervctl Sonthcot."is, Tothill's, ])nck's, 
Oxt•nham':::; Arm,; of the Sec of Exeter impalctl with Dr. Hall's, then 
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Bi:-:hop of Exc>tcr; nonrchicr's, Earl of Bath, thc>n the pntron; Co111"te­
nay'1o impaled with Seymour':,;; Bamp(yllle'i;; N orthleigh's; Cortin's, hold­
ers of property nt Marsh Barton; Pru;;t's, Holway',; of "'adcton, Arms of 
the Ta_rlor'i,; Company, Exeter. * * ·* * * "'ithin the parii;h wn~ 
the ancient Cell or Priory, of St. l\Iary, lll'pcll(lallt on l'lympton Priory, 
nml now commonly called l\lar,;h Barton.· * * * ·* * Soon after the 
di:;solution of Rl'ligiou:; Houser;, Henry YJ rr. g-rantcll thc.> i;dtc with ser­
crnl me:,;suagcs m Alphington, St. Thomns, mul Nl•wton St. Cyres parh,h,. 
011 :'-\ep(·,, !I, li>-lti, to ,Jam<':; (!ollln anti Tho111:1:; fiotlwin. Thi:4 ,Jn11H•:; Coll111, 
Oil 10 Jlec., l.iifi:l, ,;old to ,lvlm Uokcr, the hbtoriau, for £-J.7, all the oal,, 
nsh, elm, and othl•r trees sttrnliing in the g1·0,·e, on the i;outh part: 
of the l\Iim,,:ion Honse of l\farsh, between the running wnter on the 8. 
nml the open pt1st11re :u\joining the said l\fan:,ion on the N., aml the 
great pool on the W., and a ditch on the E., together with some ot.lw.r · 
oak,; toward» the S. K pa.rt of the .l\lansiou. Hanlly n, w:,;tige of thi:-; 

· Priory h:Hl been sntl'erml to remain." 
The pari:;h of Cotlin's "'ull, al:;o in the f!0nt\wn::;tern part of T)eyon, 

has a chapel which i» a dependant or St. J\lary's Chnrch. l>ome:::tlay 
proves that St. l\Iary'» Chnrch, in the reign of Etlwitnl the Confe:'!sor,. 
l>elongetl to the Cathedral of Exeter. In St. l\lary's Church is an c>pitapb 
of l\lnrgaret, the wife of John Ifolbrine, esc111ire, and daughter of ,Yilli1un 
.Fowldt, who dietl ut- Collin's Well, I 1th of l\lny, l:i:?!i. ln making noto or 
this; famil,r, J\lr. Olirnr querie:; "l>id they rc>si1k at tlw Darton near Collin's 
"'ell Church?" The chapel nt Coffin';,; "'ell he describes as" low, allll 
mea»nres with it» tower (whieh contains tonr bell» three of which arc 
:mcient) 72½ fret in length antl 26 in liremlth. A north aisle is nnitell to 
the Clrnncel and N11Ye liy four arche;,;; on the south ot' the Chnncel ifl n 
small Chantry 10 feet by 9. Inn window of the north ni..:lc I ob:,;erved a 
figure of the Blessed Yirgin with n label .Lfre J.fa1·ia, plena gmcia, as 
nlso it fragment of the sncrcd name I II s. The parochial rc>gisters hc>gi n 
with Chri,;tnia,;, 1:i60." In a note i\fr. Olh·er oh:;etTl':,i "This hamlet was 
originally callctl Wcllc>s. Se,·eral families, the Huretonf!, the FcrrcJ':-!, 
the Folio(,;, held prop1·rt.r lwre, whil'h at. l:1,;t (•nnw to t.lw Collin,;. In fol. 
4i of the Cartnlary of Tor Abbey (now in Trinity College, Dublin) is an 
ng-reemeut between Simon, Abbot of Tor, and Hobert Cotlyu, in relation 
to certain tenements in "'e!les CoftYn, and release couflrnrntory thereof." 

Westcote'8 UeYonshire (p. 440) say:;;:·" There is Coffin's Well, be­
longing- to the Coffin family. Of this family we find Sir llngo Coltln, or 
Co1111Je-Colli11, or Coffin-Pyne, in the age of Rielrnrll I. (l 189-ll!J!l); Rir 
Ilug-h, of the same, in the time ot' Henry HJ. (l:llu-1272); null Sir l~lin:;, 
of thi,; pl:1<.:c (Coffin'» Welt); but presently atkr, in Edward',; reign, Sir 
lfobe.rt lie 8eoblmhnll; in later time:::, IJy the heir of Coll, it deilecmled 
to l'ridcaux." 
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A recc•nt writer in the Cornhill l\Tng:nzine, under the title of L)·nw 
lkgi:,:, tll'flcrihing- the red coai,;t of DcYuni-:hire, England, makes this 
mention of Combe-Pyne, formerly Combe-Collin: 

"From Beer nnd Seaton we mny retnrn to J1ymc hy tile high ronll 
on·r Axhrillgo a111\ cloi,,e to l'omhc-l'ync-the fir:;:t lrnlf of which ii,, our 
olil friend combe, n vnl\c~·. while the i-:econd half belong:; to the nncient 
Joni,-: of the m:tnor, the famoHf' lkYoni::hirc family of the Pynes. At a 
i-:tifl earlil'r date Combe wai,, the property of the Collin:;,, another grenf· 
J)p1•oni,,hire house, nrnl then bore the rnm1e of Combe-Collin. Litter on, 
the two families t;oaleH't'll, and so gave origin to the httli<:rons modern 
snnutme of Pyne-Coffin, borne by the branch of the old 8tock now settled 
at thQ Alwington Hou,:e near CloYc!lr. Combc-l'ync, n::; its name sug­
~(,;:t,-:, i,-: a plt•:1;::111t lit.tit, valc>, whl're a trihntary of the Axe Jmi,, cu(, 
Uu;ongh the l:t~·et· of ehnlk anti reaehe(I the gTl't·m-mml below." 

Comhc-Pyne is in the t•xtremc cai,,tern part of J>enm, bordering 
upon I>or:-;et, and h; allowed hy He,·, l\lr. Olh·cr to Juwe once lwlongcu to 
lhc l'.rnc family, and mnch more ancil'ntly to the family of Coffin. 
Henry de l\ll'dt•croft. de Wyke Risingtlon hcing numittcd to this Rectory 
ot' Coml>-Cot!Yn, April 20, UliJ-t. 

Combc-Hnlcigh wm; occa:-;ionally called Combe-Coffin, ltl'l r,tnted in a 
note, prolmbly for the snmc rc:u,011 that it nf:,:o once hdonged to the 
Cullln family. 

From the po:;it-office directorr of JkYoni,,hirc of recent if'i::11t• a po,:f, 
ollitl' i:-1 note,! at the pari:<h of Sprcyton, in the central part of the 
County c:illed "Coltinr:,." 

Ht'\". l\rr. l'rince, in his "'orthicr;i of Devonshire, make,: nlC'ntion of 
"Collin's Ingnrl~·," [now probnbly Jmnmlleigh,J iu the Wl'f;t pnrt of the 
l'rovincc; in whkh la::;t pince the .Mansion Ilon::;c was nl'ar the Clmreh, 
to which w:1,-: helong-ing n fair 1lPcr park now wholly (ll'moliflh1•f.1. 

Ill Ilntchlng-',: Jli;;tory of JJon,l't (rol. i, p. 4fjH) i,-: the following n,c­
<~01mt. of the pari,-:h of Wamhrook: "Thi,; little village, now a di:atind 
pari:<11, wm, nncit•ntly part of Chml;.tock, from whieh it lie:< aUout hvo. 
milt•fl north, ·on the v.ery borders of the county, mljoining Somerr;l't,,hirr. 
A family of the l'crcey:; were it8 lord:.:. It aftenrnnls cnmc to the 
:Filiol;., of WootllandR, who ht•ld it from the :Jd )·car of the reign of Hcmy 
V. to the l!lth year of Hl'lllT VIII. In the 2:ld of Henry YJIL, on thl' 
pnrtifion of Hir WiJlialll Filiol'fl 111·op('rt.1·, thi;. mnnor w:tfl af',-:ig,wd to Rir 
Edward Kynll'r; nt'ter thi1; it pa;.:;ed to :<en>ral prinite Jl<'r:.:oni,, or 01\·1wr:-1. 
·111 Iii l:i, i\lr. Il11lllphn•y Collin, n•ctt1,<a11t, hml hii,, old n•11t,-: lwn•, m11l hi,-: 
lnmls, Ynlned in 16.J.1, nt £HO per annum, fl<'lllle:-<tcrctl. J 11 l(l-!:}, l\lr. John 
Collin'f' term hPn•, Yalned nt. £.J.:j per anunm wa::; scqncRteretl." 

In tlw wnr hl'tween Charles 1. and the l'arliami.•nt, Dor:;ct:;:hire i;idec1 
with the JOmr, bnt. wal'l too weak to afford etfoetunl ni<.l. Our arcat 
nnce::;tor, Tri~tram Cotryn, also held ci:;t:tte:< in l>or:<etf'hire whkh ·,\·ere . . 
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. sequc1,tcrcd, during that same period of uncertain tenures in England. 
Of the pari:,:ll of Alwington antl the manor of Alwington, of Alwington 

Honse, aml Portlellgc, n great lleal has been written concerning, and 
mnch confusion arisl'll as to the real character of these places. It is 
proper to state that Portlcllgc i;; a scat in the parish of Alwington, near 
the horongh of Bhlefonl, in North Devon, bordering upon Barnstaple Bay. 
Alwingtcm parh;h, in 18iti, Juul a population of i!n,I; Hitlefonl, a popula­
tion of ti,!J(i!l. Hitkfor1l i,; the µ;rent J111:;i11cr;:; Cl·ntrc of that Joealit,y, 011ce 
a «eaport. of ,;01110 1·oma,11111•1w1•, a11cl thl\ po,;(. town, l'ortl1,llg-c, lying only 
four miles away in a westerly (lirection. Charles Kingsley, in hi:,; 
"We:;twanl llo ! " a romimee of the "Voyages aiul Ad,·cntnret:i of Sir 
Amyas Leigh, Knight of Bnrrongh, in the Connty of Devon, in the rcig·n 
of (lneen Elizabeth," with graphie power of 1lcseription, thns write:; of 
this ancient borongh: "All who have tmvellc<l through the tldicions 

. :;eenery of North Devon rn11:,t l'leeLl8 know the little white town of Bi<le-
fonl, whic,h slopes npwanl fro111 its hroad tide-river p:wo1l with yellow 
«and:,; and 111any-archell old bridge where salmon wait for autumn tloo!ls, 
t:ownnl the pleu1:1a11t nplaml on the we,;t. Above the town the hillll clo,;e 
in, cn:,;hioned with 1lcep o:tk wootls, through which jut,; here tnlll there :t 

crag of fern-fringed slate; lJelow they lower, nml open more nml more 
in 1>oftly-ro111Hk1l knolls, and fertile S<Jmu·es of red and green, till tlw_y 
:::i11k into the wide exp:u1:-<e of hm1y tlat;;, rich i:;alt, marshe:;, aml rolling 

. :,;1t11tl-hills, where Torrillgc joins her sister Ta,v, nnd both together llow 
quietly toward the broml ,;urges of the bar, un!l the everlasting th11n11l'1· 

. of the long .Atlantic swell. Pleasantly the ohl town rstantl,; there, beneath 
:it:,;. soft ltalhm sky, fanned 1lay uml night by the fresh ocean breeze, 
which forlJills alike the keen winter frosts, nntl the fierce thunder heats of 
mitllaml; and pleasantly it has stood there for now, perlrnps, 800 years, 
:;inee the tir:;t Grenville, eousin of the Conqueror, returning from the 
corn111e;;t of South 1Valcs, drew ronllll him trnfity Saxon serf,,;, itnd free 
Norse rovers with their goltlcn cnrlll, and dark Silurian Britons from the 

. Hw:m,-ca :-<horc, ,rntl all the mingle\! hlootl which ;;till give,; to tho ,;ca-
warLI folk of tho next eonnty thl'ir «tre11gth :iud iutdlect, allll, e,·e11 in 
these levelling tlays, their peenliar ueuuty of faec autl form." · 

In thii,i plca.,ing romiinec, ,\lr. King;;lcy has made prominent among 
its charaetcrs the name of Coflin, as one i1le11titictl with the gentle folk of 
North lJe\'On. J'ortle<lgc i;; ~pokl'll of a:; the place where Jiyc1l that mo;;t 
protc.,tantju,;tice of the peace, ;\Ir. Coltiu; and a,; ~he place where the 
Collin,,; hml lh·ctl ever since Noah':; 11ood. Jt nppc,u·s that no one, 
whether writing of faet or 1iction, tlisconrsc,; -long uhout Devonshire 
without mentioning the family of Coflin, so thoroughly interwoven is it 
with the ancient hi,;tory of Devon. 

Some of tltet!e families iu ,aneient times furnished g'entlcmcn with 
,.gilded :::pm·,;, u:, well as mime:; to localities. l'rincc mentions Sir Gcott'rcy 
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C'ollln, of Coml>e-Coflin, in the days of King Henry HI. ; nntl, before thnt, 
Sir Elia:,; Collin, of Ingar!~·, (a\:,;o ca\lctl Sir Elias Cottin of Argot,) in the 
tl:tys of King ,John of England. Of the family nt Alwington, from the 
time of Henry L unto the nge of Edward II., the period of more than 
200 years, the hdrs, i.t is claiml'li, were alw:tys callt•!l ltiehard; mul we· 
note Sir Jtidmnl Colli 11, of Alwington, Knight, in the reign of llc11ry H.; 
Sit· Rich:ml Cotlin, of Alwington, in the reign 'of fahnml I. ; anti Sir 
Hich:ml Coffin, in the !lays of Henry IV.; :mtl again, a century after­
ward, IUchanl Collin wa~ high sheriff of Devon, in the second year of 
I knry VllI. l'crlrnp;:o the mof<t eminently tlistiugni:.;hetl of the famil_r 
name in Engl:uul at. any periotl was Sir William Co!lin, Knight, in tho 
reign of King Henry YIU. Ile wns born at l'ortledge, and was a 
;ro1111ger I.Jrothcr of t.lic Richard Coffin, who was high sheriff of Deyon 
in the 8econd ye:tr of Henry vnr., ahoni mentioned. He married Latl_r 
l\l:111ors, of' l>:trh.n:hire, nml prohahly re:<hlcd with her in I>arhy1<hirc, 
Hf' he was cho:.;cn knight of that :<hire in the Parliament whith began in. 
the 21f<t year of the reign of Henry VlLL (l52!J). Thongh his cider 
hrother, Hich:ml, f'ttcceedt•d to the l'ortledge estnte, Sir William becnmc 
po8scr,;sed of the m:mor of E:t:<t Iligginton, in the parM1 of Berrynarbor, 
in North Devon, some fifteen miles in it northerly direction from J.>ort­
h·1l.zc, and pcrhnp:< other e:<tatcf< in Hc,·on, all of which, upon his tlc:tth, 
11,rin,!l" without, if<;.:ue, lw conn'_\'t>li to hi1< netihew, hifl <!llk:.;t. brothr.r's :<011, 
Hichanl Collin, of l'ortledge. 8ir Willi:un'K rcpntntion waia: not confined. 
In I>c,·011>,hin'. IJifl education and :t(-co111pliKl1111ents were> f<neh that t.lwy 
iutrodncml him with advantage to the Court of Henry YUL, where he 
came to be highly preferred, and accompm1it•d the King ns one of the 
eighteen cho:.;en to a;,:flist ut the tournament helll between him nntl tho· 
Vrt•nch Kiug before Onif:nei;r,, in .France, A. I>. 1519. This fact f<hOW$ 
that he wm: :t gt•ntlcman of courage• and expert at feats of arms. 

Of these jon;,:ts Camden says,-" They were at lir;;t public exercises 
of arn11< practifletl hy noblemen am\ gentlemen, bnt soon hec:une more 
tlum llll'l"e r<port::: nm\ din•ri-:ioni=:. Th(•~' were lirr<t introduced A, J>. !);J-t, 
nml were always m:rnaged by thek own particular lawr<. A long time· 
:md in all part;.; their pmcth,:c wns continued, to thnt degree of m:ulncr<;; 
nml with so great a slaughter of persons of the best qunlity, especially 
here in Ei1glaml where it was more prominently introduced by Stephen, 
l:hnt the Chnreh wn,i fon•.pd hy si,,·pn c:monfl f-o forhi!l tlwm with tho 
JH•1uilly, 'that who:::ocver should happen therein to be slain shoulli be 
<ll'nil~<I Chrh;tian hnrial,' aml under King Henry III. by the advice of 
l'nrlinmt•nt it waf' enacted that the offenders' estate shonltl be forfoited 
nntl their children dh•inhcrited, yet in contempt of thrit good l:tw this 
cdl :uul pernlciom; prnctise long preniiled." 

l'olwhl'le's Devoni;hirc state:-: that Sir William Coffin wns l\[aster of 
the Horse nt the Coronation of Aune Bolej·n, in the 2:jth year of Henry 



H '1'Im C'OJ.'FIN }'.A1HLY. 

YIU. (15H-!); and was aftcrwanl honored with knighthood in the 2!/th 
scar of the :::amc reign. Ile wm; al:;;o one of the gentlemen of the Prh'y 
Chamber to the same King, a place of great reputation and trnst, who,m 
otlico is to wait on the king within doors :ind without, so long as his 
majesty is on foot, and when the king cats in his Privy Chamber, they 
· wait at table and bring. in the meat; they wait also at the reception of am­
ba::::,adon;, and every night two of them lie in the King's Privy CJ1111111Jer. 

· '!'hey arc forty-eight in numher, nil knight,; or c,;qnirc:; of note, who:-:c 
1>owcr i,i g1'oat; 1'.ir a gc11tlcrnan of the l'rivy <.'hamber, lJy the King's 
comnmnll, only, without any written commis8ion, is 1mlticicnt to arrest. iL 

]'cer of England. These gentlemen were not at this time chosen to till 
this otlico because of their political training and abilities alone, but he­
canHe of .their fine phy:;ical tlc\·clopme11t antl noble c1mfage 11ml e:,pcrt-
11e:,s in arms. 

Another iu'Jitlcnt in U1c life of Sir Willhun is related both by l\fr. 
Prince mul l\f.r. l'olwhole, because it led to nu act of P1trl1111nc11t which 
limited tho power of prie,;t;; in demanding mortuaries, and gave occasion 
for the confirmation of the ol>seryation "that evil manners arc often the 
parent of good linv1,;." On his way to the l'arliament, in lii:i/9, from Dar­
byshire, "Passing by a Church-yard, he saw a multitude of people 
;,;tantliug idle; he inquired into the caui;c thereof: they replied that they 
foul brought a corp:,;e thither to he hurietl, hut the pric»t refusetl to tlo 
his ollke, unlc,;;s they tin;t tlclh·cred l1im the poor n11111's cow, the only 

. quicl;: gootls he left for a mortuary. Sir William i;ent for the priei;t, a111.l 
required him to tlo hl:,; ollkc to the tle:ul. He pcre111ptorily rcfu:,;e<l unle:,;s 
ho had hi,s mortuary tirst. "'hereupon he cutised the pl'ie,;t to ]Jc put 
into tho poor m1rn's gr:wc, and earth to l>c thrown in upon him, :tntl as 
ho still pcri;istcll in his rcfnHal, there was still morc earth thrown in, 
until the obi;tinute priest wa» either altogether, or well nigh suffocated. 

"Now tlms to handle a priest in those day~, was a very hol<l advent­
ure; !Jut Sir Willi.1111 Collin, with th~ 1\wor he had at Court., um! the in­
terest he h1itl in the IIon,;c, diverted the storm; and i;o lively rcprc.!sentt!~l 
·the mi:,chievous con:,cqucuccs of priests arbitmrily demanding of mortu­
aric,;, that the then Parliament, taking it into their serious com;idoration, 
wore plca.~ed to bound that matter oYcr after, JJy a particular stntutc; 
the preitml>lc whereof, which run;; thus, secm:s to intimate ns much: 
• Fora:;much as qno:;tion, ambiguity, and doubt, is chanced fLJl(l ri>ll'll, 
upon the onh!r, manner, and form of tlcmanding, receiving, aud claim­
iu" ot' mortuaries, othcrwi,,;c c1Llled corps-prc,;cnt,;, n,; well for the grc:1t-
11e:s and value of the same, which, a;.; lmth lately been taku11, is t.houg·ht 
u\'cr oxcti:;:;ive to the poor people, aml ollwn,; of this realm, as also for 
that, &c.: Be it therefore enacted, &c.: First-That no mortuary shall 
be tllkon of any moveable gootls, under tho value of ten marks. Sec­
ondly-That no parson, &c., shall take ?f any person that, dying, left in 
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movcitblc goods, clcttrly above hift debts pnid, above ten marks antl 
under thirty pounds, above three shillings uud four pence for n mortuary, 
in tho whole. And for it person d,ring, or dead, having at tho time of his 

,-death, of the value in moveal)ie goodi-:, of thirty ponmls or above, clearly 
nbove hi8 debts, and under the v:ilue of forty pounds, no more shall be 

· f·akcn for a mortmtry than six shillings and eight pence, in tho whofo. 
And for nny per~on having at the time of bb; death, of the value, in 
moveulJJe goods, of forty ponntl8 or nbovc, to any i,um what:mcver it lie, 
dearly above hii, tle1Jt8 paid, there sh:tll lJe no more taken, paid, or tle-
m:1,mled, for a mortuary, than ten shillings in the whole.' · 

")Yhnt herein is further observable, it was also enacted, that such 
mortuaries shall be paid, only in such It place where herel:oforc mortu­
aries have been n~cd to be paid; :tml that those mortu:trics he p:ti<l only 
in the plttee of tho clcceai;ccl pcr8on'8 mo:-:t 11>'11:tl habitntion; nml that no 
parson, &c., shttll htke more than as limited in this Act, under pcn:tlty of 
forfeiting every time so much in vnlne, as they shall take above the s11111 
limited by this Act, &c. So much for the occnsiou of this statute; which 
confirms the observation, that evil manners are often the parent of gootl 
laws." 

Sir ,vmiam was al;;o high steward of the manor nud liberties of 
. Stmulon, in the county of llcrcfonl, where he re;;idcd itt the time of his 
t.lcath. He bcquc:ithcd to hif; great ]\faster, King Henry VHI., with 
whom he Juul lived in intimate rcl:ttions and er-:pcci:il grace :uul favor, his 
bei;t horses and a cast of his best hawks. He wns buried at Standon, iu 
the parish church, under a flat i::tone, on which was some time found this 
inscription, ns mentioned in )Vcevcr's Funeral J\Ionmnents, (p. 5:34) : 

"Herc licth William Coffin, Knight, sometime of the Privy Cluuuber 
with hii; Sovereign Lord, King Henry VIII.; :md ]\foster of tho Horse 
unto Queen Anne, the mo8t htwful Wife unto tho aforesaid King Henry 
YHT. and High Steward of all the Liberty nml Manor of Stamlon, in tho 
eounty of Ilcrci'ord, which ,vmiam tlece:1scd the 8th day of DecemlJer, 
in the Year of our i..onl, 1:i138, tho aoth of the reign of King Hemy VllL" 

The most that htts hitherto been written in Amcric:t upon tho CotHn 
family of England, has been ba8cd upon the assumption that all of that 
name in England descended from ancestors of the l'ortlcdge family, and, 
consequently, thnt the American C'ollinR were :tlKo tlcscl'n<lantK from 
l'ortlcdge. There is not, however, the 8lightcst evidence that l'ortledge 
is the most ancient se:it of the Coftin,: in Englnnd. Tlmt it has tki::ccmlctl 
in a direct line from a very great :tntiqnity, is trne; that it has been tho 
a!Jode of gentlemen of culture :uul learning is notorious; for l\lr. l'riuco 
!:ells us that the Richard Collin who possessctl the estate at the time of 
his writing was a " right worthy and worshipful gentleman of great 
piety and virtue," that he was ei-:peeially learned in vcucmhle antiquity, 
:rntl had u. noble library which he knew well how to nutke use of. · Aml 
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in every article upon the Coftin:s that ha;; fallen 11111kr my eye pertaining­
to the antiquity of the family, uotwith;;tamling ::;ome of them cltiim to 
h:l\'e been copies from mwient m:mu;;eripts, there nrc unmistak;illle 
marks of luwing been made up from l\fr. l'rince',; hi:;;tory of the \\'orthieK 
of Deyon. 

The Rey, ,John Prince wrote his work ns other works of that kind 
were written, from material at hand, about A. l>. lli!JO. He refl'rs to Sir 
"'illiam l'olc't-i l\lSS., from which he tpwtes. lie hall 1louhtle:;,i t•xamincll 
the ~lt-;8. ol' 1.'ortle<ige, atul g-at.Jwrc1l i11t'or111atio11 from the proprietor, 
who was abo a gentleman of literary anti anti1.111arian ta:;tes. 

0

1le makes 
the l'ortledge family prominent, imll, at the time of hi,; writing, it wa8 
probalJly the mot<t important family of the name of Cottiu in De,·om;hire, 
u;; it now i,;. lle 8:t_r,; he thul;; :t Sit· Hich:trll Cotlin, of Alwiugton, 
Knight, as far hack as the days of King Henry n., antl that the m:mor of 
Alwingtou hath been in the name of Collin from the time of the Norman 
Co1i<111e,;t unto thi;,; day; hut he giws us no eyillence of that fact by cit­
ing any deed or tlo1m111cnt.. Allll_, in a rnccnt p11hlieation called "The 
1\1~~- of ,J. H. P. Collin, Es11., at l'ortlc1lge, ~. D.," to which the com­
piler's name i,; not nppemlell, although he was the guest of the proprie­
tor, no such pretention is made. The carliei,t date to nny tlectl is that of 
l:l5J. This writer dill not find the Saxon deed mentioned by Prince us 
having lieen mnllc near the Conquest, altl1011gh an interpretation of it is 
gfren. \\'e,stcote's Devonr:hire (p. ill-!) :mys "AHington, Alwiugton, 
.Alwintou, nml, in Dome;;llay Book, Ifanitine, for hy all these names it is 
written, was por-.,;t•s,;l't\ IJy Darill tie la Bear." "l'ortletlge therein wa;,; 
held by one of the nnme, by the heir of which race it cnme to the uncient 
nml tlignon8 family of Coffin, which in former times were of great estate,. 
for in the time of mchanl l. (118!1-ll!J!l) I linll Sir llngo Collin of Combe 
Collin; in llcmy 111. (l:Hti-1272) Sir l,l'offrey Cottin of the same place." 

Now, if Alwington was recorded in Domesday a;,; the property of 
navitl de l:t Bear, :1111\ l'ortletlge hl'ld by one of that naml', hy tho hl'ir or 
which it s11h,;eq11ently p:u;scd into the family of Collin, the claim that this 
ci,;tate has lJeen posscs:::l•d by thl' family of Collin from the Conquest 111111,t 
fail. The Sir Hugo Cotlin 11ml Sir Geoffrey Cottiu had nothing to do with 
l'ortlctlge. It i,; us probable thnt the Collins who first belt\ l1ortle1lgc 
descemlell from the Uottins of Combe Collin, as otherwise; and yet, the 
earliest family of Cotliu,; urny have come oYcr with the Conqueror, or 
l>cforc that time, ns previorn,ly i,;tatcll. 

llrixton, where Tri,;tram Cofl)'u held ei,;tntes, lies near the southern 
com;t or Dcvon;,hire, some forty miles uwuy from l'ortlctlgc, which lies 
on the northwestern con;;t; anti there is no e\"iclenee that tlw L'ortletlge 
Collins cvl'r heltl property in Brixton. Combe Collin lie:,; i;ixty m_ik;,; 
mnty on the southe:1:;tern coaKt near l>orset:;hirc. Collins \\'ell is u!Jout 
1ift.y miles distant, also on the southeustern coast. Ulmtlleigh, where 
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Nicholnf'I Coffin wns Yicnr of the Church in Ul/37, lies forty miles away. 
Thcl"c distances arc insignificant now, hut, with the means of tmnsit in 
the time of the first Willittm, nncl nll the lttter kings down to the intro­
duction of steam, they nre qnitc signiflem1t. 

Polwhcle (vr, p. l!J7) l":trs: "From the time of Vortigcrn to the 
Norman Conquest and from the Conquest to Ell ward the First, (1272-VJ07) 
1vc hnvc little to contemplate in the ciYil null milit:try tmns1tctlons of 
Uc,·ow•hirc, but rcYolution, massncrc, ttnd disorder." And, from the 
time of }Mwnrd I. to Charles I., it ennnot he 8ttitl that England enjoyed 
any long period of clomc1,tic tranquility, :ind Dcvon8hire wnr.; snbjeet to 
mnny turmoils and eom·nlsionf'. It was upon the southern cottst of 
Devonshire that the principal conflict8 were waged. It was from this 
pnrt of the country that such men ns Sir Fr:tnci;i Drake mul Sir Walter 
Raleigh were renred. Portletlge stood to the north away from the scenes 
ot reTolntion and plllagc, and the fact that its tenurcr; lutve not been tlis­
turbPd for six centuries or more, and it:-: rt•conlf: preserved through r;o 
long n period of tini.c, · is 8Ufticicnt for the inferential conclusion that its 
favored locnlity nlone saved it to the family, through nil tho vicissitmles 
of tho frequently recurring in:mnections and invasions thnt menaced 
nml deynstatcd the southern parts of Devon. 

The civil wurs between the houses of York and Lancaster, which for 
more thnn half a centurr, commencing in the reign of Henry YI., 
deluged England in blood, wrought great ch:mgcs in the estntes of 
Dcrnnshire. And again, dming the religiouR throes which clmrnctcr­
izetl the seYernl reigns from Henry VIII: to Chnrles I., t.he dissolution or 
religious house8, nml the spolintio11 of Abbey l!tutls; together with the 
rel"tomtion of the old order of things uncler the Catholics, ttll Wl'Ought 
di1,order in Doyonshirc; and, while some of the Coltlns-notnbly those 
from Portledge-rcalizcd great mlrnntagcs in the time of Henry VIII., 
it is probable that others suffered persecution and perhaps martyrdom. 

While muny luwe searched for the pedigree of onr ancestor, Tl"istr:un 
CoflYn, among tho records of DcYonshire, no one has yet been able to 
trace his pedigree beyond that of hi;; gr:tmlfathcr, Nicholns Coffyn. Ad­
miral Sir Iimnc Coffin; Hnrt., in memorializing the College of Arms, in 
1804, for the grant of 1111Cont of Arms, represented that he wns by tradi­
tion descended from the family of CotHn of the west of England, but. 
that lrn wa::1 unable to ascertain his descent. I. ltaYe faith, however, that 
the proper inycstigntion of the matter will sometime rovcnl to ns 1'ris­
tram';,; trne pedigree extending much further back; nnd that what ifl 
now unknown will proYe ns honorable as that which we now know 
with reasonable certainty. 

Tristrnm Coffyn, of Butler's, parish of Brixton, county of Devon, 
lfogl:md, made his will November rn, 1601, which wn8 J>royed nt Tot.-­
noss, in tho same county, iu 1602. He left legacies to Jonn, Anne, amt 

Al 
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;ro1m, children of Nicholm; Colfyn ; Rich:mi and Joan, children of Lionel 
Cofl'.)'u; Philip Cofl'.rn antl his son 'l'ristrum; aml appointed Nicholas, 
,;on of Nicholas Coffyn, his executor. Ile was probably the grent uncle 
of the first of the race in America. 

Nicholas Cofl'.)'n, of Brixton (one account says Butler's Parish), in 
Uevomihire, ill hil'l will, tlatctl September l:l, H.i13, niul proved NovmnlJcr 
;I, 161:l, mentions his wife1 ,Tonn, mul sons Peter, Nichohls, Tristmm, 
,John, and tlaughkr Anne. IIe was tho grimtlfother of the emigrant to 
New England. · 

Poter Coftyn, of Brixton, in his will, dated December 1, 1027, aud 
proved March 1:1, lG:l8, provides that his wifo, ,Tonn (Thember) slmll 
have possession or the html during her life, antl then the snitl property 
shall go to his son and heir, 'l'rh;tram, "who _is to be provided for ac-' 
conliug to his degree mul calliug." His son ,John is to luwo certaiu. 
property when he becomes 20 years of age. Uc mentions his daughters 
,loan, Debornh, Eunice and l\lary, ai1tl refers to his tenement in Butler's 
Parish called Silferhay. He was the father of tho cmigr11,nt. 

John CoflYn, of Brixton, nn uncle of the cmigranh who tlied without 
issue, in his will, tfatetl ;January 4, Hi28, autl proved April 3, 1628, ap­
points his nephew, Ti·istrnm Coft'yn, his executor, ancl. gives legacies to 
all of 'l'ristrnm's sisters, all under 12 ye11,rs of age. 

Nicholnr; Colfyn, the grnudfather of Tristram, was probably born 
about tho middle or tho sixteenth century, in the reign of Edward VI. 
(1550). Ile livetl to the end of the reign of the Tudors, and. saw tho 
reign of the Stnarts commenced in the person ot' Ja1l}es VI: of Scotluud 
antl I. of Englnntl. Ile died in tho n1ign of ;rnmce.I. {161U)., His ohlc11t 
son, l'eter, tlonbtlcss snccecclctl to hit:1 estates; iin(\. his youngest son~ 
,Tohn, acc1uiretl some estate, as he made our Tristram pis ~x:ccutor. The 
other 8ons, Nicholas and '1\i1:1trnm, have not been accountedfor, neither 
h11s his daughter Anne. 

Petet Cotfyn, the father of Tristra'm, must have been born during 
the reign of C!ucen Elizabeth, about tho year 1580. Uc died nbout tho 
close of the year 1G27 or early in the year 1628. At p1·esent we know or 
but little more of Tristrmn's father than we do of his grnnMnthcr, siwe 
that he married Joan Thcmber (or Tlnunber) and 41ad two sous and four 
daughters, of whom. Tristrnm was tho eldest, the other son, John, htiv­
ing dietl in Plymouth Fort, England, after recc,iving a marta~ wound. 

1 Tristmm Coffyn w1is 1:iorn at llrixton, near Plymouth, county of 
Devon, England, dnring the reign of ,Tame~ I., in tho year 1605, ns 
previoµ~!Y . statctl,--- Ile marrietl Uionis Stevens, daughter of Robert 
Stevens, Esq., or' Brixton, about the year 1630. The, p;i.rticulnr causes 
or circumstances which iutlucctl his emigration to An1cricn have been a. 
subject ot' profound study antl mature deliberation .. If we look at the 
contemporaneous history of' England we shall find that the time which 
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coYers Tristnun':,; mature life in England, about fifteen Yl':n-i;, marks :i 

mof<t evenU'nl period-the moment when intclleetual freedom was 
chti111cl1 nncond.itionally hy Engli,;hmen as an inalienahle right, nnd 
when ccclcsiasticnl forms were not spared by the revolutions of the time . 

• 1:mw,.; I., whoi-:e reip;n had hcen adornc1l hy Hh:tl,l'i'JH•nre nnd Jlacou, 
died in trHii, whcrt Tristr:un wni, :W years ohl. Charles l. hall been npon 
f,hl' Thnme but two year;; when Tri;;tram's father died. The l'ct.ition of 
Right, in Hi28, Honght to limit the powerH of the Crown, :md the King 
-soon after aboli,:lwd the Parliament, and estahJi;;hctl the Star Chamber. 
l'nrit:mism was making rnpitl stride;,, mid large unmhcrH of l'nrit:ms 
were leaving Englaml. So great wa,; the exotlns tlmt the King prohih­
itt,ll their departure, :tnd H,unpdcn, l'~'lll, and Cromwell were prcvente1l 
l'ro111 k~:wi11g. Ahont thi;; fi111c the D1tkl\ or J111eki11g-Jr:1111 wa,.; 11:s:-;a;;:-;i-
11at.c1l. .lu l(j;J8 the l:lcott:s, to m:iint:n.in their ecefoi,,ia;;timl rig-lit:-,, took 
up anrn; ag,tinst the King, l11wi11g framed the cclehmtctl Hokum Lcag-nc 
nml Covenant., and ,;,u;;tainct! the Parliament in its ovposition to Charles. 
The Enrl of Strnflonl :tml the Archbi,;hop of Cnntcrlmry, as chief n!l­
vi;;cr:-: of the King, were impeached nntl hchcadcd (tho former in rn,11, 
m!f.I°thc latter in J(j-t-t). The l'rc;;hyterians, who were now :t mnjorit.y in 
Uie Co111111011i;, proenred the cxcltti-:ion of the Hi:shops from f.lw llom:e ot" 
Loni;;, in lfHI. whicl~ wa:-, follow ell h,v :m :wt, in rn~:l, cnfirel,v uholii-:hing 
the J~pif'copacy, so Umt Chark;; ucg:m to realize th:tt without Bi;;hop~ 
!lwn> would be 110 King. Under thci;c circmn;;t:mce;; the Long l'arli:t-
111ent. conveucd. 

The irrcprcs8ible conflict between Charles I. :intl the Parli:uncnt 
came to :t crif;is in 1G4:2, and in August of that year the royal shmdanl 
was raised at Nottingham. The King was gencrnlly ,;npportctl by the 
nohilit,y, the l:tndetl gentry, the High ,Clmrch pa1t.y, :tllll the Catholics; 
a11d the P:trli:unent wn,; i.:m:t:tiuctl hy the merc:mtilc nml middle clnsi;cs 
and the lower order of the great townr:;. 

Trti;tmm Cotlyn wa;.: of the landed gentry. 1\lor;t prolmhl,r he wa8 :t 
Clrnrchnmn nftcr Urn order of Elizabeth's time. Confonnably to his 
father's will he wa,; to be provided for "according to hi:s degree. aml 
cnlling." Ile mnst, therefore, have had n cttlling-n. profcs,;ion. He may 
lmvc tnkcn holy orclern or prncticed at Bxctcr niN/ prin.~, (although there 
a.ppe:trn hut; little in hii-: life nt; Nantucket to w:trnmt, the lmlief that he 
ever pretended to anything more Oum plain J\Cif;tcr Tri.;tmm Coll'yn). 
Yl,t it doe..: nppe:tr that the very ycnr of the nppc:tl to nrmf!, lG-1-2, after 
the conHiet h:td been waged, Tri:strnm Cotlyn, nt the ngc of B7, left all of 
his comfortable cAtatc8 in Old England and emlmrkctl for Americtt, 
bringing with him his wife n.ml live small children, hi,; mother, then 
:igcd ii8 ycnrs, and two unmnrricd sisters, and none of them ever ro­
tnrncd. 
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The question will occur again antl again to the mituh, of the thought­
fol, Why did Tristram Cotl'.rn leave Eng-1:tml at thi,; pnrticuhtr time, and 
in whnt ship did he emlrnrk? Upon these snlJjcets he has left no record 
autl the oracle:,; are silent. It is diflicult to conceive how a man of his 
positive character could luwe lived in South Devon, during the stormy 
time,; of Charle;; 1., nml not have lttken ,;ome part in the fierce coullicb.; 
which e11:cmcll. He must htt\'e h:ul couvidionK, and he prolmhly tlitl nol: 
conccnl them. If he was of the l'arliameut party it woultl he hanl to 
t.lil"ine the motini that prompted hi:; c111ig-ratiou jm;t at the ti111c when 
that party was 1:mcccssful aml gaining strength nml power. And if of 
the King'i; party, why he shouhl ham alm1ulo11ml a failing c:m:c<c, with 
his tenacity of opinion. There nrc ,;evernl vcr:;ions of the cimtie of' his 
emigration. One is to the effect tlrnt Colonel Tristrmn Cofl'yn wns Go,·­
crnor of Plymouth, and in command of Plymouth Fort, after it fell into 
the posses:-;ion of the Parliament party; anti, upon the restoration of 
Charles II., cxpc<:ting nothing but persecution from that mom1rch, he 
resigned conunantl of the Citadel autl cmbarkctl for America. This 
statement cannot lie true in any particular, hccansc he arrived in 
America iu 164:l, and Charles II. ditl not return to l~ngl:tml till 1660. 
Another vcr;;ion is that, being Governor of Plymouth, :mtl in command 
of the Fort, upon tintling he coultl not longer hold the Cit:ulC'l ag:1im;t thC' 
l'al'lia11w11t fon:1•:-:, prqian•tl a ve:-:sl'I and t•111harked liir A111Prka with hi:,; 
family. Thi,; lai,t statement although more prolmblc, is c11nally un­
founlietl in foot; for there wonlll hnve remained ,.;omc history of the fact 
if he Juul cYcr hecn GoYcrnor of' l'lymouth, or comnumdcll the Fort. 

It must be borne in mind that Plymouth foll into the powtir of' the 
l'arlimnent at the Yer.); commencement of the civil war, anti, thongk long 
lrnsieged antl block:uletl by the King's force:,;, was never reduced to hi;; 
control. It must altio be remembered that Tristrnm's only brother, .Tolin 
Cotl)'n, was mortally wounded at l'lymouth Fort, antl died eight tl:tys 
thereafter. Upon which ,;itle ,Tolm Con:rn was cnlistetl we ha Ye 110 certain 
cvillencc, anti t.lw oxact date of his death is not known. T assume that, 
l>ei11g a yo11ugcr svn, he cnlerml the military Hervicc of his country Ullll 
ncccpted linty at Plymouth Fort, uudcr Charle;; I. In what capacity it 
iti not material, hut rno:;t probably in n, snbonlinatc one; for, if he hat! 
hcen GoYernor of l'lymouth, or in comm:uul of the Fort, thnt fact woultl 
h:l\'c i,mrvivcd the historic demolition of that eYcntfnl period. ,John 
Coffyn most likely foll in flcfcnsc of the royal Htamlartl, and, if so, he 
die,l nt the comrnc1wcmc11t of the civil war. 

Tristrnm Cotl'.fu, as heir of his father's estates nt Brixton, within 
nho11t Hvc mile;; of .l'lyrnoul.h, fo1111d hi111Hclf cHt:thli,;hed mno11g the 
famlctl gentry, whose interests anti ,;ympnthies were generally with the 
1·oyal party. l n,;;mmc, therefore, that Tristrnm was a royalist, without 
dissinmltltion. The family clmrnctcri::;tici,; could no more be disg11iscd iu 
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him in Engl:tnd thnn in Nantucket. Ile stood for what he was; nnd, 
when J.>ly111011th, in Hi-ti, fell under the control of the l'arlimncnt. party, 
to ;;tnml for the royal c:tnf!e at Brixton, almoflt within mnge of the 
cmmon nt l'lymonth Fort, reqnirctl cournge, particularly after his only 
brother h:ttl fallen in tlcfcnse of that mn:,;c. Yet he i,:tooll faithful to his 
co11victionr-; of right and loyal to the King. Ile war-; at thir-; time in the 
prime of early manhootl, jn;;t, the proper age to have become enamored 
of the knightly hearing·;; of the C:wnliers. Bnt, while he ntlhercll to the 
royttl cause with tltlclity and r.cal, anti was unquc:,;tionaltly a Cavalier, in 
contrmli,;tinction from the Jlonmlheads, I cannot conclmlc, estimating 
him hy his life in Nantncket, that he ever took any delight in hon;c 
:-:ohlil\l'>l or their <lccornt.ion:,;, although en!ry .inch :L knight in the trnlist 
awl 1110;,t, d1irnlric ;;e118e. 

( '011:-:hlcri11g the eYcntfH l period of hi;, life immetliately following- tho 
dt•atl1 of hi;; fatlll'r, whic-h probably oecmrntl early in J(i::!8, when he hml 

· lmt attainetl hi;; twe11ty-thirtl year, It is ca;,y to pcrc.dve how the per­
plexing complication;, of the King mul the l'arliamcnt, gave him .little 
pence of miml or c11joymc11t, of hifl estate. The whole ki11gdom, in l(i-l-2, 
cshihite<l a most, melancholy spectacle. Ench county, town, mHl hmnkt, 
wa;;: llivitlctl into factioml Necking the rnin of each other. The two grnat 
annicN plnmlcre<l whcrcn'r they eamc, ancl their example was faithfnlly 
copietl hy smnller botlieR of :trmctl men. Every pcr.,:on was compelled 
11., <·011t.rih11tc after a <·.ertain rate to the snpport. of that. e:msc which 
ohlainctl the >'npcriorit.y in his neighborhootl. " 1hilc the royalir.:fFI 
f;rimnphctl in the northern counties, on the southern coast the superiority 
.of the Parliament party was equally tlcciHive. 

It. will he a;.:kctl llow conlll Tristrmn Coffyn, a royitlist, lcn.ve Ilrix-
1011, at n.1 ituc when Plym<mth a.ml tho wl1'Jlc fl<mf.hcrn conRt wai:; c:011-

trolktl hy l':trlimncnt force:-:? Ami, if there ha(l 11ot Ileen :t p:tcilic focl­
in.~ among neighbors and an interrnption of ho;.:tilitiefl in DeYon nt this 
time, it conltl not lmve happened. Hnt Ling:ml, in hifl lliNtory of Eng­
ltmtl (Y. 10, p. 120), f-:tatei,: that there were four counties, "those of York, 
Chci-:ter, Do;-on, and C!ornwall, in which the leaders had nlre:llly lenrncd 
to abhor the evils of civil disscntion. Tlrny met on both sides :nul 
entered into cngagcment8 to suspend their political animosities, to aid 
each otht•r in putting down t.he lli;.:tnrhers of the public peace, and to 
oppo"e the introllncf.ion of any armetl force, without the joint com:ent of 
both the King n.JHl the Parliament.'' Thi:-: period of pacific intC'rconrse 
which >'llimcqttl'Htly l.Jccamo m,fluciated in othl'r connf..iel", tool~ place in 
Devon, in l<Hi; and, under its operation, cmigmtion to America ofti.•rctl 
n proper i-:olution of the problems that had perplexed the mature life of 
Trir,:tram Coffyn in l~nglnnd. ,vhat to him were lands and tenements, 
rent:-: and l'CH'llllC8,-11Hllcr the t.yrmmy of 0, King whieh in levying ship­
money made all estates insecure, or under the sway of n l'arlimncnt 
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which e.xaetml a contribution of one-twentieth part of the c:.:tatc for the 
support of un army, where hnnrnn life was always in,;ecurc, no matt.er 
which party succccllcd,-to the unconditional liberty of hody nntl soul 
which the wiltlernes:,j of America offered. 8a1hlcnctl JJy the early decease 
of :m only brother in a cause, which, if i,!UCCC8sful, offered nothing lmt 
oppression; siekened of the eoutimrnl reyo]ntion uutl anarchy whith 
:mrrounded hi8 earl.r home, he quietly quitted his otherwh;c ample and 
comforta!Jle estates in t.lw Oltl ·world, antl :,;ought a home midst tho hardy 
l'ilgrim settlers of the New. It wa:,; hi:,; utter want of faith in the insti­
tutions of England that sent him across the ocean with a wife antl tin, 
iHn:tll children, a widowed mother aml two unmmTied tlepcmlant sisters, 
to found a new home 1u11ong the hurren hills of New Englantl. "'!tile 
he could not bring hb landed estntes, he do11l>tless ditl not come penni­
less. 

Admiral Henry E. Cotlin, n. N., in hi:,; corresponllcncc with 1\fr. 
'\Yilliam E. Collin, of Hiehmontl, l'ntl., state:; that '.L'd:;tmm Coffyn':-; c:-;tatc 
at .Jlrixton, upon the Hc:,;toratiou, was given hy Charle:,; IL to his bastard 
i;on who was called Batard, and that the property has been he Ill in that 
family to thi:; day. He also mentions the property nt Btltler'::i, as ha Ying 
i-eccntly JJeen sold. 

Now, in whnt ship dill Tristram Colf:yn come to America? Of thn 
identity of the ship t.here is certainly 1m1eh doubt. lint it is gencral(y 
coucetletl thnt lie c:mrn in the :-;hip with Uohert Clement, who Rcttlccl in 
lfanirhill, aiul that Tri:,;tr:1111 tir:4 went to 8ali:,dmry. A dc:-;c1.•ml:ml·, of 
Hohert Clement, a,; l am informe,I hy letter ot' Hobert Oottin, of llobokeu, 
N . .J., to WHlinm K Collin, of lticl1111oml, Im!., :-;tatc:-; tlmt the ships which 
arrived in HiH, owned by Rohert Clement, in which he might. haYe come, 
were the "Hector,"" Gritlin," ",Toh Clement,'" uml "J',fargarct Clement." 
Antl :-;o, if Hobert Clement arriYed in one of the:;e :-;hips, the same mu:;t 
he trne or 'l'ri:;;t.ram Coll:rn. 

lt appear,; that he tlitl not all'cet a permanent i-;ettlemcnt at Sttlislmry, 
hut rcn10votl t.lw :;:nno ;renr to the 1ww scttlenwnt of l'entudrnt, :-;0011 
nfterwurtl enllctl Jla\·urhill. 'l'his settlement was commcuecd in HHO, 
Christopher Hussey being- among the :lirst settlers, Jmt no tlectl from the 
lutlians was obtained until 1642, when the uamc of Tristram Cotfyn ap­
}>ears as one of the witnesses thereto. It wa:,; tirst recorded in the county 
records of Norfolk, (lib. 2, p. 209); nml, in 1832, the original tlec~I was 
sni(l to be in the pos:,c;,sion of Charle:,; White, Est1. As it is the tin•t 
.appeamnce of the rntme of Tri::;trnm Cot(yn npoJt any tloc:mncnt iu 
A11wrirnt, f make a copy or it from tht' Ili,.:tot)' of Ifarerhill hy II. L. 
1\liric:k. 'J'he lll1trks nnttlc b.r the lmliun :mc:he1m; \\'ere n·prc:ocutatio11:; 
of the how and anow: • 

"Know all meu by these presents, that wee Pnssaquo null SaggaHcwwtll 
ye couseut of russ:1conaw:1y; have sold unto ye inhabitants of Pcntuckctt 
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all ye lnuds wee hnve in Pentuckett; tlrnt is eyght myles in length from 
ye little Rlvver in Pentuckett Westward: Six myles in length frome ye nfore­
snid Hlvver northward: And six myles in length from ye foresnid Rlvver 
Eastward, wtll ye Ile:mcl and ye rivver that ye llcand l'<tnud in 11s fur in length 
as ye Jnncl lyes by ns formerly expressed: that Is, fourteane myles In length: 
And wee yn said l'nss:u1110 aud Sngg:illew wth yu consent of l'nsauco111111w11y, 
have sold unto ye said lnhnbltants nil yo right that wee or nuy of us have In 
yo said ground nncl Ilennd nnd Uivver: And wee warrant It ngnlnst nil or 
:my other Incleuns whatsoever unto ye said Inhabitants ot' Pentuckett, and to 
their helres nud nssigues forever Dated ye fifteenth dny of november Ann 
J>om 1642. 

Witncs our hands nncl seuies to this bargayne of sale yo day nnd year 
nbove written (in ye presents of us.) we ye suld Pnssaquo & SnggnHew l1avc 
received In hand, for & in consideration of' ye same three pounds & ten 
.shillings : 

,l'ohn JVin-d 

Robci·t Ulcmenls 

1'1·istmm C!o.ffvn 

Ilugh Sherratt 

Willi.am White 

ye signc of W 
1'/w111rts Dm•i,Y 

yo marke of 

PA.SSAQUO X 

yo markc of 

SAGGAUF.W. X 

[SlUL.J 

[SEAL.] 

Trir.;tram Coffyn settled in HaYcrhill near Robert Clement, nnd tmdi­
t.ion im.rs he w:t1-< the lir:-!t pcr,-,on who plonghe1l 1:uul in that town, con­
t4ntct.ing hiH own plough. The following yem· he 8!JHlc<l at the Rock1-<, 
so ualled. He rcr<idcd in IltH"crhill e:cycral years, when he removed to 
Newhury (Hi48-U), nml thence to Snlir<lmr.r (W:34-f>), whercheorgnnizetl 
the company for the pnrchat<c nm! settlement of Nnutncket. 

From the Ui,4ory of Ne,rlmry, hr Joslnrn Coftin, _g~q., the following 
cxtrnctr.; ttr!J nrndc : 

1644-" Tristrmn Cotryn is nllowcd to keep nn ordinary, sell wine, and 
keep a ferry on N c\vbury side, and George Curi· on Snlisbnry side of Carr's 
IRlnnd." (p. •1:1,) 

"Dec. 2G, 1647-Tristrnm Collln (sen) Is nilowed to keep nn or<lhmry 
:mcl retityle wine, pnylng according to order, ,mcl also granted liberty to keep 
n terry nt Newbury side. 'l'his ferry cro11scll the :Merrimack IUvcr nt Can's 
lsinncl, George Carr keeping the Snlisbury side nnd Tristmm Coffin, 1:1en, the 
Newbury side." (p. 40.) · 

"16:'.i:J. September-Tristmm Coffyn's wife, Dionis, was presented for 
seiliug beer at his orcliunry, iu Newbury, for three pence a quart. Hnvlng 
})roved, upon the testimony of Samuel Mooers, that she put six bushels of 
mnlt Into the hogshe:1d she was <lischnrged." (p. 57.) 
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The law which ,;;he was supposed to have violated was pa:,;:scd in IG45, 
nnd i,; as follow,;: 

"Every person licensed to keep nu ordinary, shall always be pl'ovicle(l 
with good wholesome beer of foul' bushels of nrnlt to the hogshead, which 
he shull uot sell abo·ve two pence the tlle quart, on penalty of forty shillings 
the first offouce nucl fot· the second ofl'ence shall lose his lice use." 

If; mn,;t he re111cmhcretl that, thi:,; 1n·e,;t~11ti11cut was tl11ri11g the 
:same period that women were t>rc:,;enttill for wearing silk hood~ and 
:searfo mal other triHiug 1u,ttt:e1·,; ol' lire,.;,,:, whieh were in viol:1tio11 of the 
ahortivc attempt to regulate the t'm;hiow, of the people. I>ioui» llonht­
less iutcutled to make lL better beer Uum was atfonlcd at other ordinaries; 
antl as three penee per quart bore the same rehltiou to 1,ix lmshels of 
malt, as two pence per qnm't tlitl to four bu,;hcl,;, she could sec no retisoJL 
why her heer slwnlLI not <5cll for three pence per tlllitrt notwithstamling 
tho law. l'roof ot' this fac:t seenretl her tlisdmrgo, and there cau be 
little tloubt that her heer gaine1l n. gootl reputation t'rom this proceetling-, 
antl Cott:rn',; ortliuary becmne t1i1otiug11ishell as the place where the lJt•:;f. 
hoer wmi soltl. It will be thus notieetl that Uoodwifo Cot(rn hatl to bear 
her ~hare of the pnl.Jlic as well as the domestic l.Jnrdem; of her time. 
Antl this fact alone is sulticient to show that she was a faithful helpmect, 
iittetl for the maternity of au honorable nice. For we cannot contem­
plate tile (lignity :uul lll/Jl'tll gmllllenr attainetl by every one of the chil­
dren she l.Jore, which grew to the c:state of maturity, nor consider the 
high place:; ot' tlistinction most of them were called to till, nor the 
wreathes of honor which in their lifetimes, environed them, without be­
<.:oming sensibly impres:::ed with the truth thnt most gront persoml_r,\'l\8 
have rejoiced in good mothers. AUhongh her name was not, like that 
of her daughter's, l\Iary Starbuck, associated with the pnblic 1tffain, of 
Nantiwkct, she was untlonbtedly a woman of good judgment, and coun-
1:;el!ctl with her lrnslmntl in the discharge .of the tlutie8 that tlcvolvetl 
upon him in the varion8 po:;ition1:1 of trn;;t which he tilled. The time of 
her birth is not known, neither i1o the period ot' her death deliuitcly 
tixetl, lmt ,;he 1,m-viYl\ll her lmslnmll, ns the probate rneon\1, ,;how. 

The name Dionis is the diminutive ot' Diony;;itt, antl was often writ­
ten Diony,;, although I crmnot fiutl that she was ever known or cnlletl in 
America by any other nnrne tluul Dionis. It so appem·,, in the recorda of 
Newbury mu\ lfayerhill; nnd in ey01•y tleed of conveyance recorded in 
Nantucket, in which she joined her lrnshand, it is the snmc. Alt:10 in the 
prohnte proceedings ,ifter the denth of her husband ,;he i:,; there named 
a1:1 Dionis. It is qnitc rcmark:tbic'tlrnt, while the nmne of Tri:;tram has 
been pcrpetnatctl through nil the generations, aml in gencalogieal re-
1:;enrchcs becomes :t ;;onrce of confusion it occurs HO often, the name of 
Dionis is repented but once in all the generations down to the pre .. ent 
time. One grandchild only, the elde8t <laughter of Stephen Coltin, 
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youngest child of Trh4r:un and Dionis, was christened Dionhi, lmt when 
f:'hc came to be married to ,Jacob Norton, the name appean, m; Dinah. 
It nmy be also stated that ;1nmcs Coffin had :i thmghtcr Dinah who mar­
ried Nathaniel Stnrlmck, ,Jr. 

So it may be f'aitl that the wife of Trii:!tmm Co11Yn }J08sc1<;;ed a name 
that disappeared with her life, antl hm; remaiuctl o!J;;oletc for two centu­
ric;;. Yet it shall live again. Jn contemplating this fact I am remintletl 
of the be:mtifnl kgcml of Saint llumbcrt: After that g:ootl f:itint hncl 
been tlcad just :t hmulrell year<', aH the Htory goes, his f;arcophagns was 
opcnctl nml :t !'prig of laurt'l t.lmt hall lttin in bnrhtl with him tluriug the 
whole century was taken from hil; ashes in as perfect grci-m as if newly 
plncketl, and frel'lh us if wet with the morning's tlew. When the nmtcrnal 
progenitor of Clan ('oltin was laid away to mingle with the coltl clods of 
Uw vnlley, her laurel;; nm;v have llccn bnrietl with her. Unt a>! Ht1l'c ns 
ckrnal jnHticc will triumph in the <•111l-aH f'lll"C ns lhc white roHc will 
!Jloom anew w_ith cYcry rd.urning i,;caf<on, so surely will the hantl of im­
p:trtfal hiRtor,y pcneh:atc the tlark portals of the tomb antl lift her laurels 
to a glorious resurrection to bloom ngain green antl perennial before the 
worltl, ere another century shall haYc hecn munbcrctl with the two prc­
cctling oncH of indifference aml oblivion. ff her nnmc antl memory be 
not immortalizetl hy it lignrc of hronzc, her life :unl chnrnctcr Hltall gro,v 
iu tho right.oom: e:4imation of her 11111m·ro11fi <lcficcmla11t.H, till no mnrhlc 
or al:tbai;;tcr i,:lmll be fonntl pure autl white,enongh on which to ini;cril.>c 
her nnmc. 

After TriRt.ram retnrnctl to Sa!Mrnry from Newbury he signctl his 
name to some documents :ts commis;;ioner of S:tlisbttr_r. It wa;, while :t 
citizen of Salislmry that the plan for pnrcha;;ing the i;,.la11tl of Nantucket 
wus conceived, ttml e:trricd into practical opcrntion. 

]t has been geuernlly !Jelievctl that Tristrnm CoflYn and his misoci­
ntc;:; removed to Nantucket to escape religions per;;ecmtion; mul tlutt 
Thomas :i\l:tcy, who fin-:t. removed h.iH f:unil,r·hit.hl,r, tlell from the ollicen, 
of the law, ;;:wrilicing his property and his home, mtht•r than submit to 
the t._yrnnny which Jnmi;:;hctl a 111a11 for l>cing hof<pitahlc to strnng:crs iu :t 
rain storm, even though the strangers were Q,nakers. Onr giftctl poet 
Whittier has made this story almost immortal hy his fine rendering of 
the supposed flight in a truly hcantiful poem. But I must ;,.ay that while 
his vcr;:ion of I.he affair is poetirn1.1Jy :-:tthlime, it, i;: hh<t.orica\l_v unlTue. 
Obctl :i\facy't:; History of Nttntncket imlnlge;; in this same erroneou:-; i;htte­
nwut, drawing condnsions thurcfro111, which, of cour,;c, arc equally 
unfounded. 

Thoma;; :i\fayhew wn,;; a resident of \Vatertown, before rcinoYing to 
Jllnrtha';; Vineyard, and was a deputy of the General Court from that 

, place. Thoma,; Macy was a deputy to 'the General Court from Salh,bury 
in l!iM. 1\layhcw';=; tlcetl of the islnml of Nantucket from James 
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.l!'forrett, was obtained in 1641, but he did not remove to 1\farthn's Yiue­
yartl for sernrnl years artermtr1I. It is prolmble that au acquaintance 
wa::1 formed between l\fayhew and Macy, and Tristmm Cofl'yn (although 
I nowhere tind that Tristram Coft)"n WM! ever a member of the General 
Court from either of the towns in which he previously resided), anll that 
Mayhew, desirous of Bottling the island and improving it, oftcrcll it for 
.!!ale upon 1,mch terms, as will be Been by the consideration mentioned in 
the deed (£30 anti two bc:wcr lmt,i), a,i :;1•cm1•1l to ott\.•r opport.unitics for 
ugric111l111·e aml stock rni,;ing not po,;,iil,lu tu obtain among the small 
settlements upon the continent, fencing heing then as now a necessary 
expense in pursuing either occupation, and very scarce. And the Yery 
Jllan adopted on the h;l:md of Nantueket, of tlivitling nml apportioning 
the lttntl into commons of pasture and tillage was attempted at Newbury, 
in 1/H:!, a:; the hi:;torian of Newbury, ,Jm;hmt Collin, Htates, from c\'idence 
found in Tri,;tram CollYn',i manuscript. In his correspomleuce with 
Governor LoYelaee, Thomas l\focy makes nllnsiou to l\fr. l\fayhew as his 
honored cousin. 

The <Iced of l\layhcw to the first purchasers hc:\1'8 date ,July 2, 1659, 
which was then the fith mouth :tccol'ding to .the old ;;tyle, and the pur­
chase was actually made as early as Febmarr of the same year, while 
the letter or an,iwer of Thomas l\Iacy to the Court rcspect.ing the otrcnec 
with which he wa,i charged o!' har!)oring- Quaker,;, !)cars d:1te :!7th of 8th 
month, Hli>9, long after the purchase of the island Juul heen co11.H11m­
mated and the deed pa;;:,;cd. Ami the :;aid letter of .l\lr. l\lacy proves 
that he hml never i;ecn the meu before, except one; that he did not in-
11uire their rnunes; autl, perceiving they were <1uakers, llc:,;ircll them to 
pa,;s on, Jc1,t he might giYc offence by cnter~aining them; and nssul'ing­
thc Court that he had uot willingly otfcmlell. Then, again, while the 
penalty for cntcrtnining one of the people called Quakers, was a fine of 
£5 fo1· eYery hour during which the Q11akc1· was so entert-ained, the 
Uourt., con,;idering tho letter of .i\lr . .l\l:wy a:,; a plc,t of guilty, imposed a 
nominal line of only ao shillings, r-;howing that the Court dill not eon­
sider the law hut technically Yiolatcll. lt is also a matter of record that 
Thom:ts l\laey went !):wk to Snli,;Jmry nn<l resided there in 1664, ns the 
:following ext.rads of a letter to u gcntlem:m in Nantucket, written by 
,Joshua Collin, }:sq., the hil;tori:tn, in 18:ll, will abumlantl,r 8how: 

"Thonrns Mncy was a mcrchnnt, nn enlightened man, ttncl much too wise· 
to 11ppl'Cheml an_v dauger to his person or property from uuy person or per­
sons, either leg:illy or illegnlly. 'l'he utmost the hiw could do wns to flnc 
bim £-l, anti this sum could be mitigated ucconllng to ch·cumstnuces. This 
was 11ct11nlly the cusc with all those who were ilned for •entertaining Quak­
ers,' at the time Thomas l\Iacy wns fined. He stands the lowest on the list, 
as you will flnd by examining the Colony recon.ls. It is there stated, Thomas 
Macy is fined !Os. for, &c. 'l'he iilea that his property wo.s forfeited, is not 
correct. It will, perhaps, be new to some people, to know that Thomas 
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Macy went back from Nantucket aml livetl in Sullsbury again, and sold his 
land, ho.use, &c. The record snys, 'Thonms l\facy sold unto Anthony Colby, 
the house In which be, Thomas .Macy, <lwelleth at the prnsent, together with 
bnrne and so much lnnd as the garden coutcyneth on a straight line to the 
enstermost corucr of' Hoger E11stma11's bnrne, &c.-See Registry of Deer.ls 
1G6l, for In that year he livctl in Salisbury. Thomas l\lttcy never had 1000 
acres of ltmd In Salisbury. The Sallsbm·y records stnte thnt every man 
worth £00 or less, shnll hn\'e 4 acres of planting ground; 8 acres for £100, 
anti so on, 4 acres for every £00. With t.110 planting lund, ench settler bn<l 
nhout double the quuntity of Salt l\lnrsh, &c. * * * * l\focy was cer­
tainly n man of fortitude, courage, good sense, nud education. 

",James Cotlln was 0110 of the first settlers on t.he i!illttnd in '59 01· 'GO, but 
he wns iu Dover In 1668, nncl wns a member of that church in 1671, nucl after 
that went bnck to Nm1tucket." . 

These fact;; arc introdnccd for the purpose of (li>"almf'ing Ute mind:,: 
of people familiar with the general hhitory of Nautncket nml its earlr 
settler,,:, bccan,,:e it ha;: gone into hi,,:tory and been gcnC'mlly acceptc1l n::-: 
tmc that the early f'cttlen; came to N antuckct bcc:msc of religions pC'r­
sccntiou. And 11,; this impres;:ion is entirely crroneonf!, it is important 
that, the dl,scemlants of Tristmm Coll'.rn, ns well us the tlescemlnnt8 of 
each of the other early settler;; of Nantucket, should know that the first 
emigrations hither were pnrl'ly and 8imply in the interest of impro,·ed 
home,:, npon an agricultural :mtl ;,:tock-rni,:ing bnsis. Neither was the 
islaml timing its earlie><t yenr,.: of white occnpntion that clys.inm which 
haR been rcprc;:cntetl. The fat.hen; of Nantucket dill not all llWl'l1 
l;ogd:lwr in nnit.y :11ul pcact'. Then1 were local dif;:4e.n;:ion,,: which in­
creasl·d with the incrca;;e of munbcr;;, anti disturbed the quietude of 
mnnr tiomes. But, compared with the diilicultics which afllietetl m:my 
1mrts of New Englaml, the opprci,siye spirit of the laws, the iutolemuce 
of religion:< Yiew;;, the prohihition:-1 of dress, arnl the Imlian warf:H'l'I!, 
Nnnt,nckd. wn,-: i11dcl'd hlcf'sed with "plenty's golden smile," 1111d "n 
n•f'uge ol' the !'rec." 

Early in lUi>ll, according to llcnjmnin Franklin :FolgC'r, the mor,t re­
liable genealogist of Nnntuckct, Tristmm Co!l)"n proceeded upon n 
Yo.rnge of imptiry and Observation, tir;;t to l\forth:i',; Vineyard, where he 
took Peter Folger, t.hc grnmlf:tther of Dr. Benj:nniu Fmnklin, ni;, nu in­
terpreter of the Indian language, and thence to Nantucket, his object 
bein,g to a,:ccrt11i11 the temper nml 11i,.,pof:'ition of the Indians, nntl the 
ca.pahilil il·s or the i"'l:t nd, Urnt. lw might rl'port to the citiv.en,; of 8:tli:s­
hnry what i111lnccmt·nts for emigrntion thither wctc ottered. l hnvr lli,-:­
conJrcd 110 edtlence of the mune,-; of tlw othcrf! who accompanied him 
from 8nlislmry, but it is CC'rtnin tlrnt he hntl other;; to :if,sist iu 11utnngiug 
the boat, autl Ycry probably f'ome of hil'l sons, ns it is a tradition, if 
nothing l>l'tter, that ,fame;: Collin, then about 19 ycurs oltl, accompnniell 
Thoma;; .l\Iacy nml famil~', Etlw:ml St:irlmck, nntl Isaac Coleman, later 
in the r:mmc yenr, when they took up their residences upon the island. 
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'.l'ristmm':; intercour:se with tho Indians wa:s frank and kind, and they 
extended to him it warm welcome. lli:s relations with the Imlians ever 
thereafter in,,;pircd them with confidence in his de:tlfogs as chid' magis­
trate, and very little di!tienlty ever cxi:;tetl between the whites and the 
uatiycs, a fact which was largely owing to the inti1:,:io11 of hi;; lihcrnl, 
high-rniudell and chrh,tian charnctcr iuto the prnctical coucerns of lifo 
nmoug the I ntlia11,;;, for it i:; recorded that th('J't~ Wl~rc :;011w i hn•e thou­
,mml l11diam, upon the i:;lallll when the white settler:; rna<le their ahode 
nmoug them, although I think that 1111111l1er an exaggeration. 

At .Martha';, Viueynrd hc.cnterctl into preliminary negotiation;; with 
Thomas M,tyhew for the pnrehase or the bhrn(I, ]Jefore visiting it, and 
nftcr hi:; vbit to the island, he maile iul<litional lllTllll!e111e11ts for its 
Jlllrcl1m;c, aud rctnmetl to tiali:;IHll'.Y, where his report upon tho cornli­
tiou or the isl:uHl, the cham0ter of the Jmlian:-:, and the a1lvautagr>< or n. 
elrn11gc of re:-;itlcnce thither, wa~ tlnl_y laitl before hi:; friend:; aml a,;soci­
ate:,. .A conwany was org:mize1l for the immediittc purcha:;c or the 
wlwle i,-:Jauil, :tllowi11g· Tho11ia:- i\layhew to rl'lai11 a 011c-tc11i h porl iou 
ilwrl'oJ', wi!h :,onw other rc:;erraiio111<. ticvcrnl meetiug:; of tho pm;­
clrn:scr:s itppear to h:we hcen held nt Sali,;Jmry, in the snmnuw of lliiiV, 
and gcueral rnk:; autl rcgnlatious, for the government of the i:slan!l were 
a,(loptcd, a;; the following extracts ii-om the record;, made 11t Sali;,;lJnry 
will :,:how: 

July !M, 1G59.-Tbcsc people nl'ter 111entionell llhl buy nil right nn<l enter­
est of' the .lslau<l or Nantucket that <lid lwlonl{ to Sr Ferdinando George 'nll(l 
the Lord Sterling, l\fr. Hichanl Vinet, Stewaixl, Geutlemm1 to Sh- l!'erlllunnclo 
George, nnd Mr. Jnmcs Ferrett, Stewanl to Lord Sterliug, which •was by 
them sol,l unto l\1r. Thomns Mayhew, of' l\farthers Yiney11rd; these aftcr 
mentioned did purchas of .l\Ir. Thomas l\layhew these Rights: namely, the 
pattent Hight belonging to the Gentleman aforesaid; am\ nlso the piece of 
Land which l\Ir. l\fayhow did pn1·chass of tho Indians at the west eml of the 
Islaud of Nantucket as by their grant or bill of sale, will largely 11ppcar with 
all the pri vilegcs aud appm·t.e1rnnces t!Jcreof; the a!'orenw11tio11cd l'11rcl1nsers 
are Tristmm Collin, Seuyr, Thomas l\facy, Hicluml Swain, Thomas ll:1rnard, 
Peter Colllu, Christophot· Hussey, St.ephen Greenleaf, .lohu Hwnin, Willimu 
l'ile; ,tlw said l\Ir. 'l'homns Mayhew himself also becom n Twentieth part 
pnrshnser so that they, vizt: l\lr. Thomas l\fnyhow, Tri:strmn Collin, Siur:, 
Tl10111as Macy, Hich1u·d Swain, Thom1ts Barnard, Petet· Cottln, Christopher 
Hussey, StopJwn Grceuloo.t', Johu Swnin, Willinm Pile had the whole ancl 
Sole Iuterest, Disposell, power, nud privilege of snid Island imcl 11ppnrte-
11auces thereof. 

At Salysbury, Feb1·1tal'y, 1659.-At n meeting of the purchnsers or the 
major part of them nppeared alowccl by the rest together with some others 
that was owned for Ass'iates as will heretifter nppenr-it wns ngrced nud Oe­
·termined and approvd ns follows, vizt: thut the ten owners will mlmltt of Ten 
more partners who shnll luwc oqnall power 111ul futercst with themselves, and 
Lhat u!Lltur of' the purchasers ul'ot·cmcutioned ~hall h:tvc liberty to take a 
part11e1· whome he pleases not being mostly excepted agnlnst by tl1e 1·est. 
At that meeting Hobert Pike was owner\ partner with Christopher Hussey, 
Robert Bu.rnartl was owuecl pnrtner with Thomas llarn:1rtl, Eclwecl Starbuck 
,vas oued to be Thomas Macy's partner, nod Tristram Cotttu,jur., partue1· with 
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Stephen Greenleaf, ,fames Coflin p:wtncr with Peter Coffin-at the same meet­
ing it w:ts mutmtlly nn<l un:inimonsly agreed upon, determined nnd concluded, 
that no num whatsoever shnll purchase nny 1:tnd of nny of the Indians upon 
the snid llnnd for his own privnte or pnrticult1r use; but wlmtsoe\·er purehns 
sh:ill be made, shull be for the gcncrnl account of the Twenty owners or pur­
drnscrs and whatsoever person shall purehns any Lund upon nuy other ac­
count, it shall be utterly voill anti null, except whnt is tlou by Lc,·e from the 
snid Owners or purclmsers: at the s11rn<J meeting it was ordered and· De­
termined thnt there, shall be ten other Inhabitants nclmitted into the Plnntn­
tion who shall htt1•e such necomollatiou as the Owners or purchasers shnll 
jud.~o meet-as Uttmely uecess:uy trndesmau and Semnau. 

At a meeting of these owners of the Isltmd of Nantucket at Snlislmt·y it 
was IJelmtted, :iml nfter deb:ttted, detenned aml concluded, that as there Imel 
hen :t former meeting in S:tlisbury nt the House of Benjamin Camboll, in 
lfebrunry, lGu!>, iu which meeting orders was made for Prohibitiug of any 
l'cri;on from the purchasln.g nny land from :rnyof the Indi:ms upon the Islam! 
of Nantucket except for the use of the Twenty owners or purchasers, the 
Order shall stand l1ll'iolnhle mmltcrnblc ns that which also as that which is 
likely necessary to the conthm1111ce ol' the well being of the place and the 
Conturnry, thut which tends to the confusion :rnd Huine of the whole and the 
S111•erti11g or the rules and orders allrencly agreed upon and the deprlvelug of 
the said owners of there ,Just rights nml Interest. Also it was ordered nt 
the same meeting thnt nil the Land thnt is flt for nre:tble laud convenient for 
Honse lot shnll he forthwith measured, that the quantity thereof may be 
known, which hciug done, shall he di\'lllccl by eqnel p1·c1,ortious, that Is to s:ty 
J?our Fifths parts L<J the owners or purchasers; and-the other J!'if'th unto the 
Ten other Inlrnl>it:mts. whereof ,John Bishop shall lt:ive two p:trts 01· sluu·es, 
that Is to sny of that Fifth pnrt belonging to the Teu .Iulrnhitnnt. Also at 
the s11111c 111eeU11g it wus ordered that 'l'ristmm Colll11, 'l'homas Macy, JM­
ward Starbuck, Thomas Barnard. J>cter :Folger of !\fathers Vlneynrd, sltall 
ha1•c power to mc:tsm·e nnd !tty ont snlcl Lund nccording to the above said 
awdcr, :tud wh:ttsocvcr shall be clone and concluded in the snicl Case by or 
auy three· of them, Peter lfolger hcing one, shall be accounted Legall nud valid. 

,llay t.lie 10th, 1661.-At a meeting :it Salisbury it was ordered and con­
cluded that the at'orementionccl purtlcs, vlzt: 'l'ristmm f!oOln, seny., Thomas 
Macy. _J<;dwunl Starbuck, Thomas B:1rnard, Peter J?olgcr, shnll nlso measure 
anti l:1y out nil the rest or the Land, both meadows, ,v oods nml uplm1d, tbnt is 
co11vc11:1.ut to be npproprlt1tcd withln·the bounds of tlte first l'lantntion; nlso 
it is <leterminell th:tt the nhovc mentioned persons, together with !\fr. May­
hew, Rlchunl Sw:1i11, ,John Bishop, or wlmte\·er others or the owners 01· pm•­
clrnscs thut arc present, shull have powc1· to Detenulug what lancl Is con­
venient to be improved :md L,lid out, nud what should be common or Ucmnln 
Co111111011, and :tlso, to L,iy out the bounds of the Towu nud record it, pro­
vltlctl ulwnys that the land being 111eas11rcd, they shttll first lny out a conve-
111111t quantity of Lam.I with suitable 11ceomoclut.ions of nil sorts which sh:1ll be 
Partlc11l:1rly rcsct·ved for the public m,e of the Town. Also it was ordered 
nt the imnrn mcet;ing that :m a11U1e11tick ltecortl 11h:1II he kept of all tlmt is don 
about the prosceding and uc~ions about the snit! lsl:tud, both the Island and 
011 I-he 111ni11, nntill further orders I.Jc t:tlwn. At the same mcct,lng It wns 
onlcrctl, t,h:tt rot· the p111·tic11lcr :1ppointi11g wllich Lot every 111:m shall have It 
slutil be don by casting Lots excepting only those persons that have already 
taken there Lots, nn111ly, Thoums l\Iney, Tristram Coflln, Seuy., Edward Star­
buck and Richard Swuiu. 

At the! same the same meeting Hobert Pike was appointed t•> keep the 
Uecords eo11ee1·11ing the falaud of Nt111tucket tit Salisbury, and 'l'homus Macy 
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to keep tho Records nt the Island, !1.S in tlrn above snid onlers expressell at 
present until further orders be taken by the owners or purchasers. 

Late in the ,mason of 165!1, the tin;t of the settlers arrived, consist­
ing of Thomas Macy antl his family, Etlwanl Starlmcl(, .lsa:tc Coleman, 
and ,fames Coffin. 'l'hey fonntl the natiycs hoHpitalJle anll kind, mul 
<li::!po:;;ed to mnke them welcome. .rt has hccn often stated, a1Hl, of 
conrsc, become a rnattcr of belief, that the town was tirst !milt at 111:ufa­
ket, and early events arc sometimes mentioncll ns having happenetl when 
the town was at :i\l:tll:ikct, &c. l wish therefore to 1-Jtatc that the tow1t 

. never was at :i\Iadakct, nor Wtts there ever any consi<lcmhlc nnmhcr 
or rcshlences there. Propably there nre more people living- there now 
tlrnn :tt any previous time in the island's history. l\Iacy's llistory of 
Nantnct~ct s:tys that Thon11ts l\facy "chose a spot for settlement on the 
:;onthcast :;ille of .i\I:ulaket harhor, where ho fonn!l :t rich soil aud an ex­
cellent t:pring ot' water." l lrnow not the authority for such :;tatemcnt, 
lint certain it is that Tristrnm Cotl'yn Jirst 111,ulo :t home 1wm· the Cap:wm 
l'on<l, whurc hu re:;it!ctl until his death, as I. sh:Lll :;how hy !lllOt.i11g from 
the lir;;t book of record,;; and J. also lind that Tlwmas :i\1:icy had hi::; 
hon,;e-lot laid out to the eastward of Tristram Coflyn's, near the ,vnna­
comet l'onll, in 1661. To the south and cast of Capanm Pond, grew up · 
the fin;t village, and many of the cellar indentations where the houses 
stood arc yet visilJlc, as well as other evhlences of J1111nan hahit:ttions. 

At n meeting held at Nantucket, ;rnly 15, lf3lil, of the owners or 
purchnscrs residing there, it was agreed that each man lmve lihcrty to 
choose his house-lot within the limits not prcvionsly occnpictl, :iml th:it 
each hou8e-lot :,;hall contain sixty rolls sq narc to a whole shnre. Tris­
tram Cofl'yn appears to have been allowed to make the first selection 
which is rccorllecl as follows, together with the other lots : 

[1,nO~[ J,'IRS'l' IIOOK OF NA;NTUCKE'l' ItECORDS,] 

Tristrnm Coffin, Sen., bud his honse lot layccl out at Cn1Jptunmet, by the 
aforesaid Lot layers, at Cap1mmet Harbour head, sixty rods sq11:u·, or thm·e­
nbouts, the cast side line part of' it boumlecl by the hlghwny; the :south sille 
bonnllcd l>y a rock southwanl of the pond; the north by the httrbo1u· bend; 
the west side bonuclecl by tile lot of 'l'ristrmn Cottln, ,Jr., more m· less, us it 
is lnycl out. 

Peter Coffin hncl his honsc lot lny1l ont by the aforesaid lot layers ou the 
l~nst side of Cnpp,umnct lrnrbour, the Nake [neck) of Laud lying between 
the said harbour and the pond commonly cnllecl the whale pond, bounded by 
a rock nt the son th west corner; nnd from thence on n stmight line to the 
east si,le ot' the nforesnid pond; the bound is the encl of the neck so fat• ns 
the upland goes, more or less. 

'l'ristram Collin, Jnnior, had his house lot layd out by the aforesaid Lot 
Inyern :tt Coppammct, sixty ro<ls squnr, or thereabouts, on the enst side by the 
lot of' his father, 'l'ristrum Collln; on the son th side by the common; on the 
west by the lot of' Williain file, mor~ or less, us it Is fayed out. 
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.fames Cotlln hnd his house lot layccl ont by the nforcsnid lot lnyers, sixty 
rotls squa1·, 01· therenbouts, bounded ou the south by the lot of Nathnniel 
St1irbuck; the West side bounded by the common; on the Enst by the laucl 
of Stephen Greeuleuf', more or less. 

The one linlf of the accomoclation to Tristrnm .Coffin, sen., being 
nssigued to :i\Inry Starlrnel, mitl Nnth:micl Starbuck, Tristrnm also being 
present at tlte pince commo11ly cnlled the l'nrli:unent Honse, Sixty rod 
square, bonuclecl with the land of '!'hos. Mayhew on the south; nncl with the 
land of' James Collin oil the north; nnll on the cast with the land of Stephen 
Grcenleuf'; Oil the west by the commou-Snmc land nllowed nt the eust end 
with reference to rubbnge land, more or less. 

Tristro.m Coffin, sen., hod an acre of meadow lay out by Echv'cl Starbuck, 
Thos. :Macy, himself being present, and Peter :Folger 11greei11g thereto, 011 
the nae);: commonly called Numut luunnk Neck, at the south end of the wood­
land. At the same time 'l'ristrnm Collin, ,iunior, had an ncrc lot laid out at 
l;Ju, same place. At the same ti11w .l'el;or ()011!11 hml IL lot; l:tyed oul;, 0110 ncl'<•, 
!rnuu\lctl wiLh the lot of Tristrnm l:011111, ,Jr., 011 the southwest, nud with 
the lot of 'l'ristmm Coll1u 011 the northwest. 

Tristrnm Collin, Sen., had n twenty acre lot; being a. Second Dh·ision 
m1swcrnble to the lot laid out in the five pound pnrehnses, thirty rod in 
breadth, I.ring a Long from the north side ot' the house lot of the said Tris­
trnm Collin lot, 'by Cnppanunet head to tho sen, more or less. 

Tristram Coffin, Jr., had twenty acre lot layed out by Tristrnm Coffin, 
Edward Starbuck & Peter Folger, auswer11.ble to the twenty acres 011 the five 
pound purches. 

Trh;trnm Cotlyu was thirty-seven ye:m; of age upon hii:; removal to 
..\nwric:t, mid tift,y-tive yc:m; of agent the time of hi;; removal to Nan­
h1ckcL, having t-:pcnt eighteen year:,; in America previous to hii:; coming 
to the island to reside. Jt docs not nppear that hh; mother, ,Toan Coflyn, 
•,ivei· rc.iided in Nanhtckct; and it docs nppcnr that she died in Boston, 
in :;\fay, 16Gl, ttt the age of77 _ye:trs; the ReY. l\Ir. Wilson, who pre:whed 
! he fnncrnl i;cnnon, spoke of her as a woman of extraordinary chnmcter. 
~liriek's Ilistory of Il:werhill, quoting from 8ewnll's Hi:try, which rc­
,;onlcd the fact of ;Joan Coifyn's de:ith, sttys he'' emlmlmcd hermemoi:y." 
Of his two i:;istcrs who came with him to Amcrictt, Eunice marriecl 
William Butler, and l\Iary married Alexander Adams, whose history 
e:umot here he farther t'ollowcd up. And of hh; two sisters, ,Tonn aml 
J)e!Jornh,.who were married in Englnml before his dcpnrturc for America., 
nothing lms ever been definitely ascertained. 

Three of his children, viz., Peter, 'l'ristrmit, ,Tr., 1iml J.;Jizahcth, were 
umrricd at the time of his removnl to Nautuekd. Elizabeth mnrricll 
Htcphcn Greenleaf, November 13, Hi51, while they were living nt New­
lmry, the first grandchild being Stephen Grecnlenf, ,Jr., horn August 
15, 165)!. This gramlchilcl well remembered his grcnt-gramlmot.her, 
;Joan Coffyn, and lived to see his own grcnt-gmndchiltlren. I do not 
find that Stephen Grcenlc:tf or Tristrmn Cotlin, ;Jr., ever i·cmove(l 
their fnmilim; to or IJee:unc residents of Nantucket, although they were 
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of the original purchasers. Pctc.r Cotti 11, howeYc.r, hccame :i resitfont of 
the i,;laml. Trh;tnuu, senior, did not rcmorc hi:; entirn family until 
166:2. 

:From the ell.rly historical nnd tratlitio1rnl accounts Trisfp.·am CoftY11 
was the leading spirit among the islanders at the commencement of the 
settlement, and the interests which he and hi,:1 sons and sous-in-law rep-
1·esentcd (fo1· he frer1ucutly r:,igncd his uame in matter;; of proprictor­
shi)) for himself aml Jiye other:,;), gttYe him power to control iu fl. great 
tlcgrco the cutcrprh;cs of the i,,:laml. J>nring· the lin;t years of his re:ii­
dence upon the islmul he was the richest proprietor, except his sou, 
Peter, who was reputed to l>c possessed of great estate. It is not to l>c 
found, howcYer, tlrnt he eYcr exercised his power untlnly tor his own 
:ulvunt:1ge. He sought to han1 his m;sociates purchase jointly with him 
the h,land of Tnckemuck. Failing to enlist them in his farther enter­
J>risc, he, with his three elde::,t :;ons, matle a purclrnse ot' it in their own 
1·ight. When the man to whom certain rights hall been granted upon 
condition that he mniutaiu a mill tor grinding the grnin produced hy the 
j;,;Jall(lcrs failed lo c.:011:-;truct the same, it wns Tl'istmm Cofl)'n that 
ussumctl the contract :iutl built and mnintaiucd the mill. In all the In­
dian troubles ( for the al>originecs were simply North American Iudiarns), 
our common ancestor held them in subjection in such manner as com­
mamled their rci,peet. lle employed large 111m11>ers of them in his f'arm­
iug operations, and built them impro,'ell wigwams upon his land. Our 
fate mostYulued hi;;torian, Benjamin Fmnklin Folger, i;peaking of his 
relation to the Jndiam; says: "The christian character which he exhib­
ited and which he practically illustrated in all the Ynried circumstances 
nml conditions of that infant colony, i::; mrnlogons to tlmt which subse­
quently tlistinguishetl the founder of Pcnn,;y!Yania, so that the spirit' of 
the one 8cemed to l>e l>ut the counterpart of the other." 

The Intlian8 were divided into bands nnd sometimes had quarrels 
:unong thcm:,;elve8 aml :;omethues were at Yll.rimwc with the white;;. 
"\\'llether the white mnu was always the aggressor, as has been nsscrted 
quite contidentl.r !Jy the philanthropic friends of the lndi:m in later 
timcH, cnnuot !Jc decided; lmt one thing· rnny l>c :;tatcll without foar of 
contrntliction, that the Imlian:i l>ccmne 

0

troublcsome only after they hatl 
lcamcd to drink nun, anl). rum was introduced among them by the 
whites. The early court records nrc mniuly clcvoted to trials, convic­
tions, nml sentences of Indians to be whipped for getting 1lrnnk and for 
1wtty larcenies ; and of 1ine:; imposed upon white men ancl women for 
selling nun to Indian:;. Strong drink was the J,ane of the Nantucket 
Jmlian», :1111I, so marked w1,rc its dcmornlkiug inllncnce,,:, that the llrst, 
Gcucntl Uourt for Nanhtckct tlllll l\fartlw.'s Vineyard, composed of Tris­
trnm Coft'.)'u, lirst chief mngistrnte of Nll.l1tncket, nml Thomas Mayhew, 
Jirnt chief magistrate of l\larthn's Vineyard, mul two associates from 
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encll h;J:uHI, enacted a law prohibiting the imle of intoxic:ttiug- drinks to 
Indian;.,. lt if! prob:tbl.r the fir;.,t prohibitor.r liquor Jaw on record. The. 
eYil of rum drinking- amo1lg the Indi:m;., became a seriour:: 111:ittci', and 
the prohihitor,r meas11rc1< had a restraining influence; :rct for the love of 
gain, white men then, nr,: now, riolate<l the law :tnd soltl rum to the In-
1.lia11><. The l:tw wni; occasio11all.r cnfornetl, howercr, anti ,John Gn.rducr, 
wl10;;e gTaYe><tone :Jlonc murk:8 the ><pot. where 01tr anec;;tor::; wen• tir;;I 
inl.errl•<I, complnincd to llornrnor Lovelace, ut New York, 1mtlcr tlatc of 
)larch lii, 1676, that a half barrel of nun hntl hee11 taken from him by 
Thomni; l\lncy, then chief magisfr:ttc. 1\lr. Gnnluer nlso rcprci,euted 
tlutt the Indian Sachems s:titl they would fight if the law::1 again:4 them 
were e11forcl'll. 

"'ii ho11t. c11fcri11g into Uw con~i,krnt.ion or all thu c:uri;es which led to 
tile pcr:-<onal aml partisan dillicult.ici; between the white 1,etUers at thii, 
tlnll', It. I:-< clenr thnt. rum-clnnklng· !llll<mg the T11<1Ja11s wa,: one grc:1t; 
c:111:,;e; and the letter of Thomm, 1\Jncy to Go,·eruor Lo,·clace, hearing 
(late of J\foy !), 167G, mnply showi; the fear he entertnincd of tho Indians 
if :-<t.rong drink wn:,; allowed to he sold U1cm. And lrn nr::ks the GoYCl'llOl" 
to make 1111 order prohibiting :my vessel that r<hnll come into the hnrhor 
from ;selling r,;trong drink to Imli:ms, believing. that an order from the 
, :oYernor at N cw York would h:wc more force than lnws enacted by the 
m:tgii:;t.rates. lfo 111-10:-: thii;: strong lm1gunge: "Sir, concerning the Peace 
we hitherto enjoy, I cannot ima~·ine it could ham hin if' r-;troug Lic1uor 
lrnd hin :unong the lmlianr,:, as formerly: for my ow.ne J•t I h:we hccn to 
ye ntmo:,;t :m oppm<ed of the Tmdc the:;e 38 yearm;, :ind I Yerily be­
lieni (respecting the Indians) tis tho only Ground of the miserable 
p'sent Hnine to hoth N atio111<; for tis that hath kept them from Ch·ility, 
they ham been tho tlrnnkcn 'l'rnclc kept all the while like wild Bearei, 
a1Hl "'oln.•i; in the 1\'il,krlll'l'Hl'." 

H al~o nppcars that the Court 011 one occai,ion took posse;:sion of all 
the li1111or upon the i>'lnml amt lli;:posed of it in smnll qmmtities n:-: the 
ow1wr:-: and English neighbors hall ncetl of. 

The appointment of Tristrnm Cort:ru as the first. chief magistrate of 
Nantncket, was about the same time thatThomasl\lnyllcwwas :tppointell 
the lirst chief magistrate of Martha!s Vineyanl._ The commission hears 
date 2!lth of ,Tnnc, lGJl. The two cltiet'.'<, together wHh two as:<i1<tn.nt::1 
from cneh i,;l:uul, were to corn,titnte u General Coutt, with appellate jnri:<­
dietion oYer both isl:Iml>'. It nppc:irn that Governor LoYefacc desired 
the illhnbit:111tf! to rccommcml two r,:uibtble pcrr-;ons for chief nmgistrate, 
for him to make a selection from. They named Tristrmn Coffyn and 
Thomas l\lacy, nntl he mnde choice of the former. 

The town voted to lmve It hanow for the use of the inhabitant.s; aml 
they fort.her votetl that 1\fr. Tristrmn Coflyn provide the harrow, and th:it 

A2 
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he aml lllr. Thoma,; ::\lacy I.Jc empowered to :,:cc that every man sowed 
seed" according to order." 

The lir:;t connni:;:,;ion of l\Ir. Trbtram Coffyn to be chief mngistratc, 
i,; copied 1:erbati1n from the thin11Jook of Deeds, page li2, in the Secre­
tary's Otlicc nt All.Jany, by l\lr. F. n. Hough, and is ai,1 followi,1: 

Uo1ninission 11rn11tell to Nr. '.l.'rh,tmin C'ollin, Senr., to be Chief ,lfayistrate i11 
and o·ve·r the Islancls qf Xantuckett aml 1'w:kaimckett. 

[Dcc1ls Iii, (i2, Secretary's Ollice. J 
Frm1cls Lo1·el1tce, Esq., &c.: ,v11ereas upon address made unto mee by 

Mr. Trlstrnm Cotllu nud l\Ir. Thomas l\Iacy on y• behalf'e of themselves nnd 
yo rest of ye inhnhitnnts of N:mtuckett Islnuct concerning yo llfonnor nnct 
Method of Government to be used amongst themselves, 1111d having by ye ml­
vice of my conncell pitcht upon n wny for them; 1'hnt is to sny, That they 
he governed by n person us Chiet'e Magistrate, and two Assistants, ye former 
to be uomi11ntc1I by mysclfo, ye other to be chosen and couflrmcd by ye lnhnb­
itnnts as in ye instructions sent unto them is more particularly sett forth. 
,\1111 linving concclvecl a goorl opi11io11 or yo Jltucss uml cupnclty or llh·. 
'J'riHtra111 c,111111 to he Y'" Jll'C!Wllt Cliicfo ll[ngistratc to lllllllllgC :1lfoyrcH with 
y0 Ayll 1111,I goo1l a1h·icc or ye Assistants In yo Islamls ol' Nantuckett 1111d 
Tuckauuckett, I have thought lit to nominate, constitute, and appoint, amt 
hy these presents doe hcreb,v nominate, constitute and appoint l\Ir. Trlstrnm 
Coflln to be Chic!' Magistrate of ye said Islands ol' Nnutuckett aucl 'l'ucka­
unckett. Iu ye management of which said employment hec ls to use his best 
skill and cnclcnvour to preserve his J\fatlcs Peace and to keep yo Inhahitnuts 
iu good Order. A111l all l'crsous are hereby required to give yo said llfr. 
Tristram Coffin such respect and obedience as belongs to a Person Invested 
IJy commission f1'0111 authority ot' his Hoyull Highness iu ye pince 11nd em­
ployment of' a Chiet'e 1\fogistrnte in ye Islands aforesaid. And hec is duly to 
observe the Orclcrs nncl Instructions which :1.re nll'encly given forth fo1· 
yo well gol'erniug of ye Pince; 01· snch others its t'rom time to time shall 
hercnfter bee givcu by 1nee: Aud for whatsoever ye said l\Ir. •~ dstmm Cotnn 
shnll lnwi'nlly Act or ))oe in l'rosecntiou of ye Premises, This my Commis­
sion which ls to bee of fl'orce until yo 13th day ot" October, which shall bee 
in ye ycnre of onr Lorri, Hi72, when a new l\fogistrnte is to enter into the 
employment shull he his sutlicicnt Warrant and Discharge. 

Given nuder my Hand nucl Scnlc nt Jl'ortc James, in New Yorke, this 20th 
cloy oJ' June, in ye 22d yenre of' his 1\fotlos Heigne, A1111oq Dnl. 1671. 

FltAN, LOVJsLACJ,:. 

Thero exi,;;tetl n feud in 1676-6, between Thomas Macy, chief nu1.gis­
trate, and 1Villiiun 1Vorth, his son-in-law, of one party, and John Gard­
ner imd Peter Folo·cr and others, of the other party. The commission of 
:i\Ir. ]\focy hud rm~ out, and, no successor being appointed, l\Ir. Macy 
contilnietl to act. Peter Coffin had retumed to the island from Boston, 
ttnd was chosen an associ:ite mngistrute. '.l'hc method of choosing wa<i 
by hnllot of corn aml beans. All in fayor of electing Peter Coffin were 
to vote corn, aml those opposed were to vote beans. There must have 
been considerable electioneering in those dnys about the Old Parlimucnt 
House, for one enthusiastic advocate of Peter Coffin's election exclaimed 
"Corn Peter Cotlin ! If he don't ;;erve we will get his fine." It was ob-
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Jcclell that Peter Collin already held a commisi-:ion in Bo:::t.on nnd was 
Dcpnty of the <Jcnernl Court of ::\l:ii-:;;aclm:;;etts arnl conhl not, legally 
:-:crn1; but., 1wtwith;;tamling all obje~:tions, he waf' choo<cn. His election 
,;ee111c1l to h:wc 1,ccn n trinmph of the yon11g- men lfft'r the older onef'!. 
For Peter Folger, in his kttcr of complnint to Uon•rnor Antlro:<s, at New 
York, :,,pe:tk:c; rnther contt•mpt.11011,,:l_v of "onr new yonng 111:t.gi::;trntes." 
I'd.Pr Folger w:1,; the e!Prk of the ( !ourt, HIHl refu:,,ed to perform the 
f'nnctiom< required of him lJy the chief magi;;trnte. Whcrenpon he wm, 
Jmt nntlcr arrei-t. Thomns Macy issnctl the following summons, signing 
ithim;;clf: " 

"Tis the order of the f'onrt that the Con;;tn.hlo be ;,c11t to Peter 
Ftonlger for the Court B,mke, and :ill the llc•conl.-: of lh,1t: .N:1t11n,, 111111 
lhi,.; j,.; t,, impow~,r I h11 ( 'on:st.:thle lw1.·l'i11 f.o hl'ing· them to ye Court forth­
with, and l'ctcr Ffonlger if.; hcrehy n'qnired to deliver them. 

; l'r me, Tno: .M.ACY, i.\fog.'' 

::\Ir. Folger came to the Conrt, bnt he nn:-;weretl not. Willi:tm Worth 
wn:a; chosen c.lerk of the Court, and the following indictment wns fonntl 
against Peter Folger for contempt: 

At n. Court of Ajnrment held in t,hc Towne of $herburne, Hth Febn­
rnry, lGiG Petter Foulger, Intlitted for Contempt of his l\fagls Athority, in 
not nppenring before tltc Court according to f11111011s fcrucd 011 him nnd hcing 
:\ prehcnrletl hy Specall Warr:rnt bciug brnol"t to the Court to Anfwer for his 
Contentious C:tmge, And heing <lemamletl why he did l'o net gn.ue 110 Anl'wt•r: 
'l'h'o the Court w:1it.c1l on hem a While :mil vrgccl him t,o fpct\k, The Sentcucc 
or Lhc Court is f;o H.cmitc the C:iufc to the Cotirt of Allzc ut New York ns the 
law clcrects :m(} to gine twenty l'ouud Boucl for his 11,ppcnrm1ec, and to abide 
t,be Order of the Col\l't and to ftancl committed ti'l Bond be given. 

A true Copy By the Court 
<i'J ·wn,LIAM '\VO!tTII, CJ. 

:\Ir . .Folger not, 1imling- llonclsmen wa::; placed in prison. llc dc.;:eribcs 
it as "A place where never any Englishm1f11 was pnt, aucl where the 
.Neighbor,; Hoge hatl htyd bnt the :Night, bctore, :iml in ti bitter coltl :Frost 
aml tkcp Snow. They lu~d only tl1rown out most of the nnrt, Hoge 
Dnng ancl Snow. The Rest the Const:tble told me I might Iy upon if I 
wonltl, that if' upon the Boards in that Ca;,e., am1 without Victn:tls 01· 

Fire. I n<kctl J perRw:uletl him l;o fetch IL little Ifa_r, nml he clid so, aml 
Home Fric11111lid prc1-:cntly hrinµ; in ;,omc Bccling- n.ml Victnnk" 

The peupln µ;onernlly took sitle:-: upon tho matters in controverHy, 
anti a. hitter feeling was engcndcretl. The admisflion of new partners 
into the nrrnugcmcnts ror settling :tnd utilizing the if:l:md introducccl :in 
element. of (fo;conl; and, the Province of New York claiming and hold­
iup; jmh,dietion of Ute Mand, there grew up :t feeling in favor of accept­
ing the jurisdiction of the ::\lns:-.;:tchnsetts ProYince. Under thi:-; high 
,;tnte of feeling, upon :t rcpreseut:ttion of the affairs nt New York, r:o,·­
ernor Amlror-:;,, who hnd r-:nccectlecl Governor Lovelace, called Tr.if'tr:un 
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Col(Yll again to the dtkf magi:,;tmcy. \\'hile '.l'ri,,:trnm wa,; the senior or 
't'lwma:s Macy by only three ycan;, yl't, lJy nrtuc of hi:; unmcrous tamtly, 
he :tppenr;; to Juwc hecu regarded ns the patritlrdt of the i:slaml; nllll 
when this great 1lisseut.ion nmong the settlers had as;;mned proportion;; 
:tlarming to the better nngel:s of their nature, they instincth·cly turned 
to Tri,;t-rnm Coffyn n:s the one man who coulll ntlmiui;;ter ju,,tice to the 
l,;lamlcrs with impartiallty. Y ct he dill not altogether "uccel•ll, as we 
"hall :-;nhi<et11wntly ,me. The :seco1Hl commi:-:::-;io11 n>< <·hicf mnp:i:,trnk i; 
copied from the Nani 11ekl·t ltc!"onl:;, n11d iH a:s l<>llom,: 

Seconcl Gominfasion of Tri$tl'am Co.//in to be Chief 1lfa[listr11te. 

[1st boo!, Nantucket Records, page 101.) 

Edmnu<l Andros, Bsqr., seiguem· of Snusmnrez, Lieut. & Governour General 
muler his Roy,111 Higlmesse James, Duke of Yorke aud Albauy, &c., of all 
his Territories in America : 

Whereas au undue or illegall returne of the Chief Magistrate of Na11-
tnclrntt hath heeu malle two yearcs successively from thence, the one belug 
by law wholly incapable thereof: Therefore by :uh•ice or my Co1111sell, by 
vcrtue ot' his l\fa,iesties Letters Puttents, & authority from his Hoyull Iligh­
uesse, I doe hereby iu his :Majesty's rnime, nominate, <;onstltntc, and author­
ize Mr. Tristram CofUu, scnr., to be Chiefe l\fagistrate of the said Island of 
Nantucket and clepeuclencyes for the eusning yetwe, or further order, iu the 
place tlllll stead of l\fr. '.L'homas Macy, late Chicf"c .l\fogistrnte, 11ml hciug 
thereunto sworn hy him, or next iu place, to act as Chlefo llfogistrnte 11cconl­
i11g to Luw and law full custome aml practice, requiring nil pcrsous whom it 
may couceru, to conform themselves therellnto acconliugly. 

Given uudct· my haurl 11ml settle ot' the l'roviucc ln New Yo1·Jrn, this six­
teenth tiny or September 1077. 

B. ANI>ltOSS. 

In another liook, the text cyhlcntly written lly Peter Cotli.u, betbrn 
whom it wm; ack:nowlcdgcc.l, is the following oath of office taken IJy 
'I'ristmm·Coffyn, to which his autograph i:-; auuex:ctl. It i;; the only trace 
of hi;; own hand found upon any of the rt•coni:-;: 

[llook :!-i11 lkgi,-ler ol' l><•i,d:; Ollit:<•, N;111l11t'.kl'I .. ] 

\Vherca;; I, Trhtrnm Collin, senior, ha,·c Hcccil·ctl a Com'n hari11,g 
date the rn of September, rn77, Investingc me with power tu he clwlt\ 
magistrate one the l'l'tl of Nautnekct and tlcpcllllaucc,;, for thi:-:: ye one 
yearc ensningc, or tiJ tinther order, J, Tristrnm Collin, ahove :-aitl, tloc 
engage my :;elfo, ll)tder the penu!ty of perjury, to doc ,Ju:;ti:-;c in all 
c::u1:;e,i thnt come hetore llH', aec:ord111p; to l:n1" :nul cn<lcnYor to lily hl•"I 
11mlcn·st..uulini:i: and hcnrc11ntu L have ;uh:-;cril.Jecl ' 

'·· 'L'm:sT1u.1r CoFJ•'\'N, chefc mag-strat. 

l\lr. '.l'rist.ram Coffin, senior, acknowledged thi,; ul.Jo,e subscription 
to I.Jc his Ac:t null llcctl Before me " 

PETEii CoFJ!'IN, Assistant. 
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80011 after the marri:ig-e of :i\fary Collin, the yonuge:st daughter of 
'l'rit-;trnm, with NathnnidStarlmck, the old gcntlcrnnn concluded to make 
his son-in-law :1, l:mdcd proprietor: and, with a:s mnch care for the con­
tiugt•ncfo;; of the fntnrc a;; kiml parent,.: cxcrcit-:c in the pre;,cnt ag-t>, aml 
witl1 ('<11111] nicety .i11 lhl' ciwicP of l:rngunge :tt-: 111:ty bli fo1111tl i11 1;todcrH 
convcynnees, l'Xccute1l the following deed to hh, daughtt•t· nml her Irns­
l>aml. It will be ;,ccn that it was mack i;omc year>< before it wa,; admowl­
~llgcd, :rncl acknowledged ,;:omc year,;: before· it wn1; recorded: 

Tristram cmweys to tlaughter Jlary Stm·bur.k nncl her hnsliancl Nathaniel l-2 
of all estateR. 

[Nuntucket Hecorcls, 1st Book, l'nge !Ji.] 

1i:11ow nil Jlle11 by 1,hcse Prese11t,s, !,hat I, Trlst,rnrn Cofli11, ol N:wt.m·.Jwt., 
do fur llinn·s good considenit,io11s, as Also in rcgnnl of my l?n.therly 11m.•c­
l,io11s, do give 1111to my dr111ghter, M11ry Starbuck, the 011e hall' of' 111y accom­
otlntion of my purclrnsc, on Na11t11cket Island, u:unely, the hnll' of my tenth 
part which I bought with the ot-her nine llrst pnrchn.i,ers of Mr. Thonrns 
Mayhew, in l'nttcn right, and of the Shachems lnclians right, ns by there 
grant in the Deed will at lnrgc appcare: I do as al'oresnhl give and gmnt 1111!,o 
my cl:tughtcr, l\lnry Starbuck, all the one lmlf of my nccomoclatlon of Patten 
Hight, and nil my Hight of the half of' nil lnnds, i'\fcndows, marshes, com­
mons, Temhc'r, wood, nucl nil appnrteu:mces Thereunto belonging, as f'ully ns 
myself or mry of' the other Twenty part shnres I_mvc or ought to ltttvc, in 
manner a11d l'or111 following: the one hnlf to her·own nm! her J[nslmnd's Dii::­
prnml, imrnely, her llushanil, Nntha11iel Stnrunck, to f;hcm and their heirs 1111(1 
assign:,;, forever, the other hnlf to my ltl'oresaicl Dn\1ghtcr, Jlfary Starbuck, 
lllHI Nathnnicl 8t:trbnck, her II11slm111l, clnring t,hcir .l,ln,s, U.llll Whl'll they 1>y' 
l.la,11 it shall be for the nsc or my J>rwghtcr. l\Jnry Starlmek's child, or chil­
dren, to him, her, or them, nnd their heirs, fore1'cr; bnt, if my Daughter, 
lllary 8tarbnck, have 110 child or chihlrcu Living when she l>yeth, 'l'l1c11 it 
,;hall be in the power of her Husband, Nathaniel Starbuck, to Dispose of nil 
the aforesaid Lauds and Accomodntious, with nil nppurtennnces, ns he shall 
,Judge most meet. in witne1<s whereof', I, the Raid Tristrnm Colttn, Jmni 
hereunto set my hand and seal, this Hth .Jth 1110, 1Gfi4-. 

J_Sigucd sealc<I and delivered in the presence of~ 
'f'HO~LI~ JILICY, 
llIAJ:Y Sw,11:-;, 
8AHAII 1\L\CY . 

'l'HIHTJ:,nt CoFFYN, 

. This deed was acknowlP<lgetl hel'orc me. Thomas ,\[ny!rew, upon the 
lslaml of Nantucket, this luth tiny of ,fanuury, Ill7i, 1 sny bef'orc me 

T11m£A1< JIIAnmw, l\Ing. 

,July 211, Ji1.W.-Thcn 11.Pceiv',I the original of t,hiR ahon: written lkell, 
a11<1 hy t.he llesiro or same conscrncd, perlceted the Heconl abc11•c by making 
Lhe sign of the seal. Attest: Bu:z1m l!'OLHJm, Regr. 

While Trh;tr;un waR gcuernll,r rcpntc.tl to he quite wealthy in goodt< 
:iml l:tntls, owni11g, together with his ,-;0111,, at one time about a one­
fonith pnrt of the i;;lnn,l 9f Nantucket, and tlw wl1ole of Tnckcnmck, 
he lli<l 11ot die rich. llo fnlly realized that he could not tak<l hls riclrns 
with him to m10ther worl<l, :J.Jl(l thnt the amount of land lw wonhl re-
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ttnire at hi:; tlcath would he Yer.,· .~uinll. Ile nuulc no will, hut <liH­
po:-::ctl of m1wh or hi:,; land whiil• he lin•tl, by deed,;, tlw <!011sidl•n1tio11 
alway,; being hi,;" regard nml natural att'cction." Mo:;t or the rcmainllel' 
of his c:;tatc he tlcc<letl to his two youngest sons, ;fohn anti Sh'phen, 
am! they were to take after the decease of both himself nml hi:; wife. 
'l'o each of his g-r,indchilclrcn he g,tn'. ten :wre:; of land ll[lOll till' island 
of T11ekl•r111iek, or to :;11ch of them a:,, wonld plant it. 

'/'J'i.yf1·11m lo Ste11he11, hi., ,1;01111r1esf .sr,11, ,·0111·n,11i11f! ho(f' In's ,w,·0111ulf1•· 
d11tiu11.1, e.,·ce,pt ill!! hi., ueir ho11se 011 the hill. 

[Nantucket Ucconls, Oltl Book, Page G,l.J 

Know nil l\fcu by these pre:-:cut:;, that I, 'l'ri:;trnm Collin, of N:m­
tueket, Seuore, tlo giYc, grant, bargain nm! sell uuto my r,011, Stephen 
Cotlin, the one-half of my html at (!:tpp:nu, Alies Northam, within tlw 
township of .Sherborn, ::;it11ated npon N tmtneket J:,;lan<l, that ili to 1<ay, 
the one half of m:r house lot with half my aeeomodntions and privill'!:\'l'I-' 
aml app11rtcnn11ccs whah;oover thereunto beloni:ring, nil huiltling· excuj>t, 
thnt i:; t·o sny, my new ilwelli11,!,\' ho11,<u 11po11 tlw '·hiil, nm! my olil tlwull­
ing ho11,m nuder the hill, h,r the Erhc garden; now, for :iml in consitl­
l'l'ation of the afore:;aid prcmi:;:,;e::;, my son, Stephen Cottin, _tihull alwa,rK 
from time to time tlo the best he can in marn1giug of my otlwr half of 
my lands and aceomotlution, <.luring mine null ii1y wife';; life, nml that lw 
lie !tclpfnll to me aml his mother in our old age :tml ;,:ickness, what lw 
can: now r, Tri:;t.rnm < 'ottin, ahoyc :,,,1ill, do for thi:< anti for tlin•rs otl1t•I' 
<:011:-itlcration:- 11w 1110,·i11g tht•n•1111to, tlo n:; ahorc ;;aid, give, grnnt, 
hargain, and sell unto my ,;011, Stephen Cottin, hir, heir:; nml a:si;ign:,;, all 
my oue hitlf of my how,e _lot with 111! app11rtc11anees thl•l'l'llllto belonging-: 
To lutYe and to hold foreYer, to him, tho sni<l Stephen Cottin, his hcfo, 
arnl :1ssigrni, executors uml :tthnini:strators, upon the conditions aforesaid; 
am! my :so11, Stephen Cottiu, shall allway:s from time to time, haYc free 
liberty to go to anti t'roc to the new hamc tlrnt lw hnth lately built with 
hor,;c, foot, and eart, *' lw hath 0<:<":1:,;ion, ,11ul to h:n-e the t'rt•l' 11:,;l• or 
half an aerc of land adjoining the :mill Barn on the E,1::;t ,;itle, mul South 
mill North r,iile. in witne,;:; whorL•of, r have st't my lum<l arnl ,;cal, the 
tiftecuth of the elenn1th 111011t•, oue tho111<:111<l :;ix h1111tlre1I and :;t•n•nt._y-
"ix. Tm:;T1:.n1 C1.11,·Fn, . 

. \.c·.kno\\'lt>tlµ;1•d lH'forv 111t' tfll' dPt·tl within 1niltt,11 thi:s J;ith da1· or 
.r 1111c, ltiii. T11m1.\s i\lA \·111-:11·, l\lagi,;tratc.' 

Ar11·ee·meut bet1nee11 Stephen (!,!tfill rill<! his .f1dhe1·, ai; to ri[!hfs iu /)((ru 
to Tri:stmm a/Ul his 11•(/ii 1Jiouis. 

[Nantucket Heconls, 21.l Book, l'uge 1::!.J 
Artiekcl,; ot' agrl'emcnt between Tri,;trnm Coltin, Senior, uml Stephen 

Cortin, Son of the aforc,;ui<l Tri:,trnm <'o1tin, hoth of the Town or 8her­
horn, on the lt<laml of Nautnc·ket, a>-' followcth: imprimi,;, we do ,Jointly 
:tnd suYcrnlly agree that 11·lwrl•a:-: then, i» a Barn lmilt. at Coppamot hy 
n:;, thii,: pre:;l•Ht year, o!ll' 'l'hou,mnd Six hnndrctl r,en•nty ::;01·cn, that the 
afore,mitl Stephen Collin hath hin nt the most 'part of the drnrge, there­
fore T, Tristrnm Cortin, do eoYernmt aml agret' with my son, Stepheu 
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( 'o1tin, Umt he shall hnn the aforesaid barn untl Lentor;; for hhm;clt', and 
his heirs 11ml assigns, forever: To have and to hold and Quietly to Iujoy, 
in Com;idcmtion whereof, us nlso in Consideration of the Receiving of 
Two Thonf'and foot of boards, aml smnc Timber, and 8omc Labour of 
,-cver:tll persons in framing the work,;, I, Stephen Colfin, tlo Consent and 
ngrce that my :Father, Tristrmn Coftln, and m~· motht>r, Dionif' Coffin; 
;;hall have the m;c of the one half of the aforeimid burn, Comino- in rtntl 
going to the barn :mtl Lcntors without any kind of hindrance~ Let, or 
molestation, h_y, from, or umll'l· me, Stl'phen Cotli.n, 111.r heirs, l'xccutori<, 
.\dminii;trntors, or Assigns; :mtl if my Father nml l\lother aforcrmitl do 
happen to Dye in Rome short time, as n:unely, within seven years after 
the Dato ht!roof, then I, Stephen Coffin, do engage to pn~· t.110 some of Ten 
Pounds to my Father or Mother's order, within one ycnr after their De­
cease, if they or either of them order me so to do. Witness our h::mtls 
and seals to this agreement, the 18th of ,July, 1677. 
Signed, sc.:tl(•d, anti delin•rl'tl in 1n·ci<(•ncc ot"nfl,} 

· who arc witttl'.1'8 to these present within 'l'l' ··t•t AM(' , '"N 
writ.ten articklei< of no-recmt•nt: ,I:; 1 • · OH' , 

i\lAIITIIA Iluss~1·, "'T110J1As MAct, STIWlll>N COl•'FIN. 

NATHANIEi, BARNARD. 

this Deed wns Acknowledged this 24th Day of ,July before me 
Tuos. l\IACY, Mng. 

'l'i-isfrmn r,ra11f.y hl.Y 11ew dwelltn[I house to hi.~ son ,Tolin. 
[Nantucket Records, 2d Book, P:tge HJ.] 

To all christi:m people To whome these pt;csents shall come, Trii;trmn 
< :ollin, Senior, in the Town ot Shcrhorn, on the l~laml of N:mtuckel-, 
,<1•mleth g-n•cting, and lkclarcth that, in rcgnnl to my natnmll at'bctions 
1111to 111y Kon, ,John Collin, now of Hlmrbon, :1~ :il;:o for di\•pr;: other gooll 
:tnd La,vfnl con><idemtion, I, the ahove i;ahl Tri:<lr:un Collin, do fi:eel,v 
g;ive unto m.r son, ,John Collin, nntl to his heirs, forcnir, m_y new Dwell­
ing l1ou:::c, with :ill other honses .Atljoiniug unto it, and also the whole 
half :a;harc of land antl accomodation aml appurtenances thereunto Be­
longing, N:unly, my part of the Honse lot 1md all commonagc of Timber, 
wootl, pasturages, and all meadows, man;hes, nml creek gra8s thereunto 
helonging, the aforesnitl Tl"istram Collin, do freely and firmly hy these, 
give, grnnt, mul confirm tho n.boye said Dwrlling House, with nil privi­
Jpgp1-1 arnl nppnrten:mccs ns afore named, unto m~· sou, ,lohn Coffin, :md 
to hifl heirs: to lmve and to hold forever, ime1liatly after the Decease of 
Hie, the aforesaid -Tristram Coffin, Senior, and my now wife, Dionis 
Cottln, free nnd discharged against nil persons or person laying- nn:r claim 
unto the nhovc H:titl II01u;e or till)" appnrtcnanceF< thcrennto hl'longing, in, 
1,y, or under me; and in wih1e><s hereof, .I, Tri:.:tram Collin, Seniot·, haye 
;-<pt m_y haml :tnd :<cal, the thin! Day of J)ecemhm-, one Thon,iaml Six 
l111111ln•1l S11yp11!:y l•~ight.. 

\Vitnef',: hereunto: 
,JA~ll•;S C'Ol"~'IN, 
STF.l'IIF.N COFFIN. 

Tm,,n·11A~r Coi.-.,•rN, H1•11ior. 

Thi:< wa11 acknowledo·etl by l\lr. Tristr:un Collin to he his act and 
Deed the Hd 10 m, lli78. "' 

A true cop)·: 
WU,LIAM WOH'fll, Assistant. 
,vu.LIAM "rouTn, Recordc~·-



·IO ·nm COFFIN FAMILY. 

'l'ri:;tra·m yrwtts ten acre:; <it' lwul to each of /li:; !/l'Wt<lcllil<lren tv plaut. 

[Nantucket Hcconls, ill liook, l'age 17.J 

All ?llen shall know by these presents, that l, Tristram Cottin, of 
Sherborn, on the falantl of Nantucket, with or in llcgnrll of my Natt1ral 
afcction unto my (}raml Chiltlreu, I do freely give unto every one or 
them Ten Acres of land to plant or sow Engli:,;h grain on, or ,iny other 
lmprovcment for oat::; or what i:,; tit for food for nwn. I ,my I, the above 
r;aill Tristrnm Uofiiu, ~enior, tlo freely aml formly give unto all and every 
one of my i:rriuHl ehildren that :th, 110w 1ivi11g, or that "'hall·Jm J,orn ltcn•­
affl'I', ~,;wh 'i,r the1n te11 acre::< of La11cl upou Uw 11:11:unl of Tncker1L11tk: 
To h:tYc and to hold to plant lmlian Corn or to i,OW or plant any othn 
gmin on, allll if they or any of them slrnll sow their land with engli:-h 
hay :,;eell they slmll have liJJCrty to keep four shep upon every acre llurin.t:· 

' du.rei11,11 their Life time, of any one that shall so improve the ahove nmm'll 
Lnml, or any part of it. in "ritnes:-; hereof, I, Tristrnm Cottin, h:wc H·t 
my lmntl antl seal ,3tl 10th mm. 
8ignml, se_al~<l anl~ c.lclivcrecl in presence of u,;} 

the withm wnttcn Deed. Tms'J'l'.Dt COFFY!\. 
,Lurns CoJ,'FL'f, ,JOIIN COFFIN, ' ' 

STEl'IIEN COFFIN. 

This Ucetl wn:,; acknowledi;rctl by :\Ir. Tristrnm Cottin to be his a<:t 
ttll(l I>ectl before me Wn,u.ur iVonTi1, assestant :l m 10th rn78. 

t.hi,; i,; ,i t.rnc copy or the origcnall hy rno-,VrLLIA~I \Vo1:.T11, lh-gT .. 

By the,;o llcolls ahove quotell we sh,tll learn that Tri,stnun Cott'yn had 
it new dwelling house, which :;tool! on a hill, aml another dwelling hot1H' 
which stood under the hill. AJ,so, that he ln:-;t lived in hi,; nuw hou,;c 011 

the hill. \Vith this .infornrntion, and by tracing the title .ot' the new 
hon:,;e on the hill, which was COJ1Yeyed to John Cottin, and from ,Tohn to 
his i;on Peter, and from Peter to his son Rqbert, the snitl Robert's estate 
being defined within the recoJJection of the present gcnemtiou, I think 
we can know the exact spot whcrn 'l'ri,;trarn Cot{yn la,;t rcHitletl, mHl fro111 
which place his mortal put Oil immortality. Iii:,; wife, who smTiYc-d 
him, llonl>t.lcs,; hrqathcd lwr Ja,;t i11 l'hu :-a11w m1111,;ion, as Hhc wa,s to ha1·l· 
,t life right c,trYell out of the estate which s11h,;equc11tly became vcste<l 
in ,folm and Stephen Collin. The Conrt of Se:ssions, at that time exer­
cising probate juristliction, allowed to l\frs, Dioni:,; Coft'ya the nse of the 
entire estate of her !m>Jbaml during her lit'c, the three sono:, James, .John, 
and Stephen, as mlmini::;trator;;, HO recommending. 

The lfate of 'l'ristrmn'.~ death hns heen fixed hy some writers as lrnY­
jug occnrrctl on the itl day of October, Hi81, antl I haye given it as ,;nch 
in the opening paragraph of this book. Tt is so recorded in the record 
of deaths in the Town Clerk':;, ottice. But iu the Records of the Comt 
heltl the month following his death, where his three sons, then residing 
npon the i.Hlan<l, appeared and were granted letters of administration, it 
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if; plainly written :ltl. .Antl on the 8th tlny of the following .August, when 
nn inventory of the estate wns presented, the date of his death i.; again 
i-;tatctl as occurring on the third day of OctolJer, and this time it i8 
J-<pcllctl out. So thnt the prepomlernnce of record cvitlcnee is in favor of 
the :Ill of October, Hi8l. It is possilJlc that the tleat.h occmn•d at mid­
night, nhont the close of the ::M nml comm<.mcement of the ;Jd, and the 
t.imc tlifforcntly cRthnated by (lif:H.!re11t pcn-mn,;. The night of the :M 
would be coutinuon8 with umny at that. t.imc, nutil the d:i_ylight of the 
:Ill, m1tl timepieces. were not ns 1111morous as now, tho honr-g·Jat<s serving­
principally as a recorder of time. 

The following copies from the Conrt records will rennl the condition 
of hir:: c:;;tate at the time of his decease, and the procce<liup:s h:td thereon. 
If. was 1he 1:ti-:t, i,:crvice performed for l1ir11 hy his d1ilc.lre11, amt wa:;; 1lc.nw 
tleccutly antl in onler: 

Mr. ,J:uncr: Collin, ,John l'oltiu, Stt•Ycn Coftin doc 1.Jiutl otirselvcs, 
.foyutly and severnlly, in the :;ome of an hnmlretl poumls ,;tarlingc, to 
perform the trust in admini:;kriug on onr father':; c8tate, and to b:ter the 

. <.'onr,t harn1lcs:; acconling to Jaw. -
,IA'.1lE8 CCWFIN, 
,fOIIN COl<'.FIN, 
STEl'11F.N COI•'1"JN. 

,\t, :t ('ourL of Se:,siorn; held the :Wt-h of ..No,·emlwr, rn:,t, I h:i,·c 
granted administmtion unto ::\lr. ,J:unefl <.'o1Hn, ,John Coftiu and Steven 
Collin, 011 the estate of .i\lr. Tristrnm Coltin, ~lcccasctl the ;Jd day of 
Oetober, Hi81, the having giyen security iiccording to htw. 

The 8th tlay of ,\ttgn:;t, 1G82, nu .Inventory being presented to the 
Court of the ci;tnto of :;\Ir. Tristrnm Collin, senior, who departed this life 
Uw third llay of October, on thon:;and six hnmlred eighty one, the Conrt 
taking into consitlerntion the present state of the estate, tog·ethcr with 
Uw best Information of his mind heforn hi>:! decease : doe oriler the u:;c 
of the estate for :;\L• DioniH Collin, hi;; witldow, during her life, after al 
,Inst 1lcht>:! nrc paid. -

,\t. :t Court tl\,i.s !JtliJi'ehrnary, HiR2. 
:;\Ir. Jmnes Collin nml Steven Coffin appeared at this Conrt desiring 

<lh;char~ of farther standing a1lministrator to -the e;;t.atc of Tristrmn 
CoJfin, (lecensed. .It appenrctl to the Court they having made payment 
of all the estate . 

.-\s previously inllicatctl, Trii-f.rmn m-:r:nmetl the dntic,; of Chief :i\lnp:­
isf.ratc the la;.:t, time under peculiar circmw-<tauce,;. Ile snccecdetl hi,; 
long time friend and a:,,;ociate Thomas ::\lac_Y, again:;;t whom there had 
becu hitter animo,;itics engentlercd. The difficulties which perplexed 
;\Ir. :i\facy, nl;;o annoyctl Tristmm. And while it docs not appear that he 
waH intcrcHtctl in the contention,-; to the extent that Mr. i\lacy w:u,, yet 
m-: hi;.: ilitcrc1<ts were the i-;ame, it iH 11owi;.:c prolmlile that his opiniim;.: 
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were withheld. Ile adhered to the poli<:y maintaine1l hy the twenty 
origimil pnrcha:;er:s, a:,; opposed to the cl.tim;; of the s11bset1uent :settler::. 
who were admitted to certain priYileges and accorded cerhtin rights 
:specitically mcutiouctl, but not upon term;; of equulity. The new settlcr:s 
were allowed half shares upon certain condition:,;; bnt they-multiplied 
nntl soon outuuml.Jerctl the original hand, and pnrtis,m foeling:s were· 
fo:sterctl, and jcalom:it•:s appealctl to in :·mch manner, that the era of good· 
feeling wa:s pa:;><t•tl never more to he rt•cnlletl in hi,; tla~·, if e,·er after 
lm,io_yl'tl. llis last. :11lt11i11i;.:trnl·io11, a:-: will lw tli><<:01·crc<l hy llw oflil"ial 
docnmunt,-: pre,-:ented, was not without it,; alloy ot' 1mhnppine;;s, aml left 
him n leg,wy of sorrow, which hb :;on::;, with filial regnrcl, hastenctl to 
relieve him of. Jn hi,; humble petition for relief, he to1tchingly refcri! to 
the act of hi;; :son having saved him from l,mgui;;,hing in a prison; anti to 
,Tobu (l:mlner, hii; i;nccessor as ehict' rnagi:<tmt, who JH·e:sentl'll his peti­
tion, as hi,; loving ncig-h!Jor. 

The official net which cause<! him to sncr.ificc hi:s property to repair,. 
wa:< one ot' omi,s,,ion rather than eommii-;sion. A ;;,hip wa:s w1·edwt.l on 
N:111tnckct :-hoal,;, in Scptt•mber, .LG7:-l, loatletl with hides, anti the chief· 
mag-btratc nllowed her to he wrecked by parties. Portions of the cnrgo 
aml rigging were embezzled. A Court of Allmirnlty !told the chief mag-· 
i,;trate re;;ponsible, nml the pm-ties who lrntl lleriYell the benefit of ,n-eel,-· 
ing the Ycssel refni;cd to hear any :,Jrnre of the tine, aml the hnnlen fell 
upon Tristmm Cofl)"n alone. His own tc;;timony in the cn,;e stiems to, 
ha,·e been :ill the e,·itlcnce :1g-:1in><t him npon which the tlceision wa,; 
made up. :No one of hi,; th•scemlantll will'- read the ;;tory as ollicially re-· 
corded, without :1 t'eeling of pride that their great ancestor, under a mo;;;t 
tli;;tres;;,ing- ordeal, in which both his fortune anll his honor were nt stake, 
snYe!l hi:s honor. Ami the Governor at New York llii!Chargetl him from 
the award of the .Admiralty upon hi::; repre;;enhttion. 

Through the;;c document;;, prc,-:c1Te1l for more than two centuries, 
we get a glimp;,:c of the spirit of tho times which om· N:llltuckot 
ancL•:<tor;;, im1n·l~:-Jsc>1l with tlwir own pt•r:,;onalit~·- .\11(1, whik the llr:-;I. 
sett lei',; were not all agreed upon the sub,iect:s of public• policy whidr 
subsm111ently e_nterell into the political concerns of the hilmul, aml while· 
their tlis;;entions oftentimes as,;111nl'll a lk•grcc of acrimony and Yindic-· 
th·enes,; painful to reflect upon, t.lw,r 11·cn• very genemlly men of stunly 
ch:mwter 1111\l he1·oic lives. Looking IJ:wk through the dim vi:st:t ot' two 
hn111.lre1l Yl'ar,; ,n, ,-:hall hchold :t galaxy of u:1me:s illuminetl hy hig·h re­
:;olvc;;-namc;; that ,have not. tarni;;hcd with time nor faded t'rom the· 
world with the friction of the ccntnrie;;,-namc,; that were not horn to 
<lie. \Ve ,-hall :sec cngravcn high up on the worhl'i! escutcheon the n:imes­
of l\fac,r, Starbuck, J,'olger, Gnrdner, Swniu, I-Ins:;ey, Coleman, R:u·mu·tl-· 
nml then, ;-;till higher np, rc;;plemlcnt with innumerable tle;;cemling mys. 
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ot' light nnd loYc aml chrit4i:m i<.nnpathy, extending throughout. the· 
hroad uniYcri;c, wc Hh:tll :-:cc the nnmc of Tristmm Coftj·n. 

At the age of i6 he pasr,,ed from the Rccnes of cnrth, honorcll and re­
spected by a large race of 1lcr,,eemlants, and mm1crons friend:'< nnd neigh­
bors. At his death he left a por<tcrity of i children, 00 p:rnmlchildrcn, 
am! a nnmher of great-gnmdchildren. Ifo, po:a;tcrity i:-: more numcrouH 
now. In li22 there had been born 1V18 dcsccn1l:rnt,i, of whom Sit wcrt• 
then living. ln 17::!~, ,;ix ymtrs l:ttt'r, there had been added to the mtm­
lJcr horn 444, making the total nmuher born lii82; and of that nntnhl'I' 
ll 28 1-<till 8ttr\"irnd. Thii::: compntation, hr St1•plw11 Greenleaf, the lin•I· 
gniudchild, wn:'< mmle more than one hnmlre(l and Jifty yMrt< ago. Wlmt 
the number now is will never bl• tlefinitel.r n>'eertaincd. '!'heir name 
is legion. 

The :mceHtor Tri,;tnun found a :,;cpnll'hrc upon tll'<.· i:;Jaml ot' Nan-­
t.uck('.t wlwrc he diet!, hut. noue or hi>< nt1111t•ron;: 1lescend:rnt:,: e:m point 
onf; the place. If the ohl cemdcry e:ist of the .l\luxcy':,; po11tl waH used 
for lmrial as early as lf381, he wa8 doubtless intcrrctl therein. If not, 
then most likely ttpon his own estate. 

N antnckct being a tlcpcndenrr of the ProYince of N cw York, the 
earli1•st records concl'l'lling the ii-land :tn• fonml 1t111011p: the nrehh·ei< or· 
th:it State, nt, Alliany; 1''ro111 thci<c otticial records Mr. l<'r:mklin B. 
IIongh, in lHiifl, 111:ult• :1 compil:ttion of Ycry 111,my Yaluable anti exceed­
ingly intere,4ing tlocnmcntr- relating to Nantucket, which wonltl 1irobn­
l.1l,r lll!Yl'r lutn• ,-:ct\ll the lip;ht, 1ml: for hit< l:thor,-:. Th1•r :ti'<' printed in n 
,-:mall hook, :tllll thongh the nnmbcr of copies printed wai,: limitctl to oue 
lmmlred aml 1it't.y, I lutYe bct\ll cn:1blc!l to por-sess mr8clf of onc long· 
P11011g:h to nutke the following extracti,: therefrom: 

Deeds Ji·om Jame.~ FJon·ett to Thomas JJ[oyltet~ antl Son. 
[Deeds, I, 71; iii, 04, :md iii, rn, Sccrctury's Olllcc, 1\lhnuy.] 

Thcfc l'rctcnts tloc wituefl'e, That 1, ,Tames Fforrett, Gent., who was fcnt­
ovc1· into thefo parts of Amcrlcn, by the Honhlf' I,onl Sterling with :t Com-
111illlo11 tor the onlcring nnd difpollng of nil the Ifl:mds that lycth bctwccu 
Cape Codd m11I Hndfons Hirnr, aud luwe hitherto continued his Agent with-· 
out any Contnuliction, doe hereby gnnmt uuto 'l'homns . .Mnyhcw nt Wntcr­
towne, Merchant, :mcl to Thomns l\lnyhcw hi:, Soune, free Liberty and full 
Power to them, their Hcyres mul .\fllgnes, to l'lant and Inhabitt upon Nan­
tnckctt amt two fmnll lflnnds ntljaccnt, anti to enjoy the faid Iflunds to them, 
their lle)'!'Cs, uud Atllgncs fi.n·c1·cr. Prol"iclcd, Thnt 'l'homns l\fayhcw aml·­
'.l.'homns l\foyhcw hiR Ronne or either of them or their ,\lllgns doc render a11<1· 
pa.y yearly unto the Jlonhl" the Loni Sterling, his Hcyrcs nllll Afllgncs, fuch 
an Aeknowletlgcrncnt ns !'hall bee thought tltt by ,Tobu Winthro1> Jsf'qr the 
r•:htcr, or 11-11)· two l\lagiftratcs In the .l\lam1ch11fetts JJ:tJ', hcing chofcn fo,_ .. 
thnl; End :mtl l'nrpofc hr the Hon. the Loni 8tcrling or his J>cputy; nntl hy 
the faid 'J.'hornns .Mayhew and Thomns l\I:tyhcw his Sonne, or their Alligncs. 

Its ngreccl, That the Go1·cr11mt th:1t the f:titl Thomns l\C:tyhew und 
Thomns l\lnyhcw his Sonne and their .Atlinecs fhnll fett up, t'hnll bee fuch as. 
is now cftnblif'hcd in the l\lalfachutctts nforcfnicl. aml thnt the faid Thomas 
1'ln~·hew and Thomns l\foyhcw his Sonne :incl their Afllgnes fhnll have as-
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much J>rivilcdgc touching thch· l'!tmtlug, Iuhnbittiug, and Enjoyiug, ot' nil 
nnll every l'urt of the Premifes as by the Patent to the l'atcntces of the 
llfall'nchufctts at'orefaid, am\ their Att'ociatcs. In Witnctt'e hereof I tho faitl 
.,James Fforrctt have hereunto fett my llnuci :md Scale this 13th Day of Oc­
.tobcr, 1641. 

Witneft'es: 
Roumn Co1t.\X1,:, 
NICJIOL.\S 1>.\ \'ll:iON, 
H1c111l STII.UL\N. 

,lA)mS ]?J,'OJ:lmTT (Seale) 
l'm1.11• Wxrsox, Clcrkc. 

A Dettl Macie to Jfr. Jlayheto by llicluml Vi11es. 

[Deeds, iii, (lll, Secretary's Ollice.J 

I, Richart! Vines, of' Saco, Gent., Steward Genrll for Sil· 1''ferdinam\ 
•Gorges, Kut, Lord Proprietor o!' ye Province of l\Iayne L:md um\ ye It111111\s 
of Caparrock and Nanticun, doc by there Prct'ents gi\'C full l'owcr am\ Au­
thority unto Thomas l\lnyhcw, Gcut: his llcyrcs m1<\ .\'lt'oeiatos, to plnut 1mtl 
inhabitt, upon yo ltlauds ot' Caparrock als Martha's Yiu cyan I, wtli all High ts 
1111,l Privcledges thereunto hclouging, to enjoy the l'rcmifos unto l1i1111'ell'c his 
I luyrc1< aud ,\tfociat;cs J'ornver, yicltliug a11tl payiug uuto yo foitl 8•· Fcnliu:ual 
Oorgcs, his Heyres anti Allignus l'orcvtn· auuunlly, ns two Gent. i11tlilforcutly 
by each ol' them ehofeu, f'hall jnclgc to lJc meet by way of' nclmowleligmcut. 

Given under my Jiaml this 25th day uf Octohcr, 16-H. 
nwucl Vrngs, 

Witnefs: 
'1'110~1.lS PA<1E, 
Ho1m1n LONll. 

Deed of J.Yantuckct tv Ten l'urclwfers. 

[Deeds iii, iill, Secretary's Olllcc.J 

Rccorliecl for Mr. Comn all\l :\[r. l\Iacy af'ore1:1 ye l>ay nml Ycnrcaf'orcs<l. 
Bee it known unto all l\lcu by thcfc l'ref'cuts, tlmt I, Thomas Mayhew, 

,.of l\Inrtlrn's Vincyarll, l\Icrclrnnt. doe hereby uckuowledge, that I have soulll 
unto 'l'rif'tram Cottiu, Thomas .:llacy, Chriftophcr lluft'ey, Hichnrcl Swayne, 
Thomns Bernnrd, Peter Coffin, Stephen Greeulcafc, ,Johu Swnyue, 111111 
William Pike, that Hight r11Hl [ntercft r h,we In ye T,,uul 01' Nnntuckctt, by 
.l'atent; Y" well Hight I bonght or J·mncs l•'forrett, Gent. t11lll Steward to yu 
Loni Sterling, and of' Hiclrnnl Vines fometirnes or Sncho, Hout., Stcwanl­
Gcnrll unto Sir Geor.ros, Kni 0 ·ht, as bv Couvey,mces 1111,ler their llalllis amt 
Scales doc appcnrc, ll"or th,m1 "'Y" at'oref'aitl to· Injoy, and their Hcyres 11ml 
,\ttigncs forever, wtll 1111 the l'riviledges thereunto belonging, fo1• in contlclcr­
ntion of ye Snme of Thirty Pounds of Current l'ay, nuto whomfocver I ye 
l'nid Thomas r.foyhew, mine Hcyrcs or Afflgncs, l'lmll appoint. Ami nlfo two 
Benver Batts, one for myfclfc, and one for my wife. Auel fnrthcr, this is to 
declare that I the said Thomas l\Inyhew have received to myt'clf' th,tt Neck 
npou Nnntnckctt callml Masquctuck, or that Neck of' Land culled Nnt'l111ytc, 
the Neck (but one) northerly ot' ::llusquetuck, yu aforetitid Sayle iu :my­
wife uotwithftauding. And further, I y<• filid Thomas llfoyhcw am to !ware 
my l'arte of the Charge of ya !hid Purclmf'c abovenamc1l, and to holtl one­
twentieth Part of all L1u1cls purchnfc,l alre:uly, or fhall be hercaftc1· pur­
;C:hal'ed upou ye J'aid ltlaml, by ye atorci\l l'11rch111'1·s or llcyrcs and Afllgues 
forever. Briefly: 1t is thus; That I really fold all my l'atcut to ye af'oret\tld 
uinc l\Ien, and they are to pay mcc, or whomfocvcr I f'hall appoint them, 

_ye Sume of Thirty l'ouncls in good ::\farclmntablc Pay in ye i'ifoflilchni'ct,ts, 
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under wch Go,·crmnt they now Inhabit, and 2 llctt\'Cl' Ifatts, and I nm to 
bcarc n 20th !'art of ye Charge of ye Purchnfc, nud to lutve n 20th P:u·t of nil 
Lnntls nnd Pl'ivllcdges; and to have wch of yo Necks nbovefll that I will 
myfclfc, puylng for it; only ye Pnrcltttfcrs nrc to pay what ye Sachem Is to 
have for .Mnfljuctnck, although I have ye other Neck. 

,\.11(1 in Witncfs hereof, r hn,·c hereunto fctt my Hand and Scale this 
f'ccoml J>uy of ,July, llxtccn hundred anti llfty-uluc, HloiU. 

l'cr me, '1'110: l\IAv1mw. 
Witness 

,Tom, 8MYTII, 
EnWAltJ> SCAI,t,:. 

Deed of Tuckamccket /Jland. 

[Deeds iii, Iii, Secretary's Ollice.] 

Hccortlcd for l\Ir Colllu anti i\lr Macy nforcfaicl ye Day and Yearc Aforc­
wrltten. 

The tenth ])ay of October, one thoufand lb: hundred fifty and nine; 
Thcfo l'rcfcnts Witncfs, Th:it I, '.l'honms Mayhew, of llfa1·tin's Vineyard, 
l\Icrcht, doc Gh·c, Gmnt, Dttrgnlnc, and Sell, all my Hight nml Iutereft in 
Tuckanuck rnancl, als Tuckanuckett, which I have bud, or ought to have, by 
Vertnc or l'atent Hight, purchafed of yo Lord Stirling's Agent and of l\tr 
Hicluml Vines, Agent unto Sil' ~'fcnlinnmlo George, Kuigbt, unto Triftrnm 
Collln Sr, Peter Co1Ilu, Trlftrmn Collln ,Tuur, nncl James Coflln, to them and 
their Hcyres forever, tror nnd in confiderucou of' ye juft Sume of fix Pounds 

. in Ilnnd paid, aud by mee Thomas Jl,fayltew, received in full Satisfaction or 
ye nforcfaid l'ntcnt Hight, of ye nforcf'aid Illand.· 

Ami in Witncfi< hereof, [ hn,·e fett mr JC:rnd aml Scale. 
l'c1· me, '1'1w~tAH l\Ln:1rnw. 

Wltnefs hercnnto, 
Romm '\\'mmum, 
G1mmm ,Ym•:m,1-:n. 

Deed of IVimockmanwck. 

Thi,: witne,;scth that 1, "'anoehm:unack, chifc imchciu of Nantucket., 
hath r-:old unto .i\lr. Trii-;trnm Collin anti 'l'homm; l'lfaey, their heir:,; nml 
a:-,,;ig-11,;, tlmt whole uack of l:tutl cnlied by the lndhtns, l'ncnmmohcfluth, 
!Jeing· at t-he cast. cntl of Nantnckct, fo1: and in consitlcrntion of five 
twmul,; to be paid to me in J•:nglish ~·ootls or othnwii;c to my content h_r 
the :-::till Tri:strmn Cottin aforcsailr at conYcnicut time ns shall I.Jc de­
numtlctl. "'itncss UlY hand or mark thii; 22 of ;rune, 1Gll2. 

• "'ANACIOlAMAK. 

"'itncf!f! hereto : 
l'l,TEH 1''01,(;Jm & "'AWINNESIT whose English name is AMOS • 

. fodia·n Deed '!l .Nantucket. 

[I>ccll:-, iii, /i1, Secretary':,; ()flicc.] 
Hc<:onlell for .i\lr. Tril'tnun Collin nrnl i\lr. Thomar-; .!\lacy, ye 2!Jtl1 of 

;rune, 1671 aforcfnitl. 

These prfonts ,vutncti<, yt l, JVinwckmamack, Head Sachem of ye 
Ifl:md of .1.Ya11t11ckett, ham llar,guinetl nnd Sold, nml tloe by thefo Prcf­
cnt:-, Bar,Q"aine nml Hell unto'- Triftrnm Coffin, Thomns l\fncy, Ilich<1 
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Sw:Lyiw, Tl10m:1s lkrnanl, ,John .':lwa.v1w, :\Ir. Tho11ms :\l:lyhew, E<lwartl 
Star!Juck, l'eter Colli11, ,lanw,-: Colti11, Htepheu l:recnleal'e, 'l'riftn1111 
( 'oiliu ,J unr, Thoma,:; l 'olc1nn11, Holwrt Bcrn:Ll'<1, ( )hriftopher llntfoy, 
Rouert l'ike, ,John Smythe, allll John Bi,;hop, thcfo Itlamh; ot' ~Ym1t1wkett, 
namely, ally~ \Vert end of ye a.forefl I tlantl nnto ye Porn\ comonly calktl 
IVr111niffrt<jll((J/, arnl from ye Heat! of that }'ornl to ye Xorth title of ye 
11htnt1 Jliu1<11110,11,· Bonmlctl hy a l'ath from ~•u 1lentl of yu Porn! aforcfoitl 
to Jltu111111.o,11; a,; :tllh a Nt·ck :it,\'" E:tll E11d of."" llla11tl e:tllctl /'oq1w­
mor·k, wth tht• Propmt,\' thereof, :tll(I all S" Hoyaltyic:;, l'ri\·ile<lge,;, nutl 
lm1111111it,re,; thereto belonging-, or whatfoen•r Rig-ht 1 yu afon,t:t Wan­
aekmak h:we, or have h:111 in .r" 8:uuc: That ii,;, all )"'' Lamb :Lt'orc­
meneonctl :md likewifo y~ Wintl-r tl'cetl of ye whole l1i:tnd from ye Rml 
of an lmlyan ll:trvet't nutill l'lauting Time, or ye tirft of May, from 
Ycare to Ycarc for cn,r; a,; likcwifo Liberty to make lTfc of Wo0tl arnl 
Timllcr on nil I'art,; of Y" Hland; anti likmvitc.1 Jlalfe of tho :uo:ulom, 
ancl :llariflte,-: on all l'art,; of Y" llland, wtuout or h<•,;itlc Y" at'orct:1 Tract:,; 
ot' Lam! p11ruhafod; Antl likcwifo yo ufe ot' yv other Hafrc of yu Mendow,-: 
mul :11:u·ifhe,-: on all Parts of y 0 ltlmul, wtuout. or hc;:hlc yo :1t'oretu Trnds 
of Laud purehafetl; And likewife ye ufe of ye other Jlalt'c of.yo .,Icaclow:,: 
ant! ::'llarithc:-:, as long- a;, Y'' at'orefaitl Englit'h their lkyn•,-: :uul AllignP:; 
Jiyu 011 yu ltlaml; .\.11cl like\vifo I the aford\titl Wi111<1ck111<t111rwk tlou foll 
unto y0 gnglifh at'oremenemwtl ye propriety of Y" rct't of ye l1laml 1Jclo11g­
i11g unto mcc, for antl in eonti<lcracon _ot' tl'ourty l'oumls already reeein~d 
liy mce or other by my Consent or On11·. To H:we anti to Hohl, ye 
aforctll Tnu.:ts of Land wtJJ ye l"pricty, lloyalt.ic:;, Jnununityc;;;, l'rh·c­
lcges aIHl all Appertcrntnce,,; t]l('rcunto helo11gi11g to them Y" afon•t' Pur­
cbafrs their lleyn•,-: :11111 Altigue,; forever. 
In Witnef:; Whereof, I the :tforef\J W:u1ackmamack have herc1111to fott 

my llaml :mil Sua.]e yo Hay a11tl Ycarc alJove writ.leu. 
'l'hc .Signe of \YAXAOK-)1..\)1.\CIC 

./:ligncd, l:lealctl aml lJeliverecl in ye prfence of 
l'E1'ER .FouL<mH, 
E1,EAZEH Fou1.1m1t, 
l>OWJAS ::iTAl:J:IJGK, 

huli1111 Rci:ci1if ji11· .la 11d-Her•ei1it rit' IV<wa1·k111rlllftfk. 

[.Nantucket Hcc,ord:;, Ohl Hook, l'11g-c ;!7.] 

H.cceh·ctl of Tristram Collin, of Nantucket, the ,Ju,;t smn of tive 
ponn, which is part of the ;;even pouml thnt was nnpaitl of the Twenty 
ponntl Pnrcha;;e of Land, that w:1,-; purehn;;ed of ,vnn11ekmanack and 
Nccknuoo;.;c, tlrnt is to siiy, from lllonomoy to \Vaqnettnqnnge pond, 
.Nanalmm:ick neck, and all from \Vc:,eo we;;twanl to the 1Vcst cull of 
}fantncket, I say, B.ccdvc,ll by me, "'anackmamak, of Tristrnm ('ottiu, 
tive pounds ::itarling, the 18th 11 m, Hiil. 

1Vitnes;,; hereunto: 
RWIIAIW ()AJWXl.:11, 
E1,Ez1m Fouum. 

the X rnark of 
'\VAN'.\CIOLUL\lL 
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'l'll'O Lcftas or Ucl't(/icate.~ji·om. the Inhabitant.~ ril .l'{a11f11(0kef. 

[Deed,: iii, :38, Sccrct:try';; Office, Albany.] 

Reconlctl for ye nforcfoill l\Ir. Cottin :md l\lr. ::\facy, "2 Lin;; vn Certifi­
cate,:, from y~ Jnhahit:mt;.: of Nant11ckett., a,; followeth, yjzt. 

W1mnEAS ye llonblo Coll: Lo.-elacc, (ioycrnonr of New Yorke, g·:i,·e 
forth his Summons for yo 1nlmhitants of ye Hie of Nant11ckctt to niake 
their Appcal':IJICC hefol'll hi,: 1101101• at New Yorke, cithl'l' in their own 
Perfon or hy their Agent, to fhew their ('Jayme;; in refpect to their Stand­
ing or ('Jayme of lntcreft on ye at'orefaid Ilhmd. Now wee whofc Nnmelol 
are underwritten lmving intrnftcd our 1father Tritham Collin to 111:tkc 
Anfwcr for W!, ·w cc doc -Empower our lfathcr Triftrmn Cotlin to act nml 
doc for ns wth ye Hon<l <:onm11• Lovcl:tce, foe far as is ,Tnft and lteason­
ahle, wtll Ht•ganl to 0111' lntcrcft, 011 y0 Ilk of j,\T,r11/1u·kl'ft :11111 'l',,,.,..,,_ 
·1w,·kdl. 
Wil11cJ:-i onr 11:llldf! yo -2<1 U:ty of :f'' fourth ,,1011(,h, Hxtl'en h1111t.lreil and 

ft•YCJlt_r-Olle, l(j7'J. 
,Lum::< CoFn:o;, 
:NATJIANU:L 8TAJ:IlUCK. 
,J OIIX (;(IJ'Jo'IX, . 

S'.mr1m:s CoFFJX. 

This i:,: to l:iig-ni(y that ye lnhnbitants of J.Vimluckett haYe chofcu :.-\Ir. 
Thomas M:tcy their Ageut to Treat wtLt ye Jlonble Coll: LoYel:ice concern­
ing ye A1fayres of ye Jtlnml, to Act for them i.n their Bclmlfc and Sfrnll, 
:iiul .in all Conlidcmcons to doc what is nceP11hry to he doiic in reforcncc 
l.o ye l'rcmifoi<, a:,; if they thc111frh·c:,: were J'crfonally prcfo11t. 

WitncH,: their Ifomls, dated ,I 1111c :itu, lliil. 
Enw.um 8-rAmmcK, 
l'r-:nm li'1,ou1.mm, 
,1 ou:s HoJ,FE. 

The Inhabitants uforctll doc also in ye name of ye rest, dctirc :i\lr. 
Triftrmn Collin to affift their aforctU Agent what hcc can in ye matter or 
JJ11fy11cl'.-; concerning ye llland 1vrrnt.nckctt. 

J'l'opojccls to y• (Jocer1101· .fi•0111, ,11• .lnhabi'.tantN <It' .Na11f11r,keft about 
setili11r1 tlwt (forer111ne11t. 

[Deeds iii, :i9, Secretary's Office.] 

[mprimis, Wee humbly propofc Liberty for y• lnlmbitants to chufo 
anmrnlly a ::\lan or Men to be Chiei'c in ye Govormnt, aud chofcn or ap­
pointed by his Honor to Stand in place, couthmtly invct'tcd wth rower of 
Confirmneon by Oath or Engngcmt, or othcrwifc as his Honor flmll ap­
point, one to he Chid'c in y° Cort and to hnve l\lugiftratieall Power at 
all times wth regard to y0 l'e:tec nml other ncccilhry Contideracous. 

21Y, Wee take for granted yt y0 Lawes of England arc 8t:tmhml of 
novcrnmt, foe forrc n.: wee know them, anll arc t'mt:tblc to our Condicou; 
yet wee Iiumbly propofe that ye Iuhabitunts mny have Power to Confl:.i­
tntc fneh Ln.w or Ordr• as arc ncee1fary anll fuitable to or Condicon not 
repugnant to ye Lawes of li~nglaucl. 

31y, In point of curryino- on ye Govermnt from Time to Time, wee 
arc willing to joyne with or N'cighbor Ifluml yo Vineyard, to keep together 
one Cort every Yl'arc, one Ycnrc at 01• Jflancl, ye next wth them, and 
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Power at Home to J.;ntl all Cafe;; not exeecding :!O lh; Aud in nil cal'l•H 
Liberty of Appe:tle to ye Ucurn Co .. t in all Action;; ahoni 40 lb. And in 
all Actions amounting to ye rnllnc of 100 lb Lil.Jerty of Appcale to· hiH 
Uio·Jmetre his Col't nt ye Citty of New York; And in Capital! Cat'es, or 
fucl1 Matt.rs as conccrne Life, Limbo, or Baniflnnt. All t'uch ca:;p,;: to he 
trye1l at New Yorke. 

4. Ami feeling ye .Imlyau::; are n11111cro11s among us, \Vee propofo 
that o .. (loyernmt mar Extern! to them, nnd Power to Summon them to 
onr Cort• wth respect to 1\fattr• of Trefpat:-; Dcht., anti other l\[it'carriag·es, 
and to '1'1-y and ,Judg-e them ncconlingto Lawe;;, when puhlit'hetl nmoiigf't 
them. 

And Laftly, fo1i1e l\lilitary Power committctl to w;, rct1iectiiw 01u· 
Defence, either in reti)Cct of lmlyan:s or Strang-rs inn1deing, &e. 

0 

'l'he .ib(lwe1· to y• ..1.Yant11cket J>rop1~fit1.~. 

[I>cctls iii, tiO, Secretary's Otticc.J 

At a Counccll held at Forte ,fames h1 N cw York, y 0 ::l8tl1 tlay of ,f unc in 
yo 2ll<l Ycarc of hi~ l\fatios Ucignc, Annoq Dom. lfi71 

In Anl'wer to y0 l'ropol'all>< ()dln·red in hy i\lr. Co!lin nnd l\lr. J\l1u:y 
on yo hclrnll' of the111folve,; a11d ye ret't of yo l.nhahitants ll[)Oll y 0 llla)l(I 
.1.V1111t1wt.:ett; The Govcrno•· am! Counecll doc gini their Ucfohte:011:'l nr,; 
t'ollowcth, yizt. 

Imprimis, As to ye tirft Bmneh in their Propo::::alls, It ii-; thought titt 
yt yo Inhabitants doc annually rccomend two Pcrfons to the Goycbw•·, 
out of w 0h hce will Nominate one to lie ye Chicfo l\fagiftrate upon that 
llhmd, arnl yo lthuul ot' 'l.'111•ka1111ckett uc:tr :llljacent for yo Ycare enfoc­
ing: who fllnll by Commitlion hcc Invcftetl with Power ne:cordingly, 

That yo 'l'imc when tiJcll a l\lagith'atc fhall Enter into his Employmt 
after ye Expiracon of this tirft Ycnre, fhnll Commence upon y 0 rnt11 llfiy 
of October, hein~· hi,; Royall Iliglmcfa his Birthday, to continue for Y" 
Hpacc of one whole Ye:n·c, and tl1:1t they Hetnmc ye Names of yo two 
l'crt'ons they fhall rceornmcml three months hcforc that Time to y 0 GoY­
ernor. 

That ye lnhnh\tts luwc Power by a .i\Injor Vote :mnually to Elect am! 
Chnfo their inferior Otliccrs, Jioth Cfrill and l\Iilitarr; That is to fa,r, ,r 0 

Attiftant,;, Conftahlt!H, nml other l nforior Ollicers, for r° Cil'ill <:1n·p1•t1111t, 
and fnch infcriour Ollie•·• for ,v0 .i\lilitnry ns !'hall be th;mght ncellfull. 

~ty, The fcco11tl l'ropofall i:< allowc1I of; Th:1t the~• fhall h:we Lil>­
orty to maim peculiar Lawes :t11tl Ort!•·~ at their <,curll Co•·t for the "'di 
(,oYernmt ot' y• l'nhabitts y• wch t'hall bee in force amo1wt't them for one 
whole Ye::trc; Dnrcing wch Time if noc Inco1wcnic1fce doc nppcarc 
therein, They are to Trnnsmitt the faid Lnwes or Ordrs to ye G0Ycr110r 
for his Confirmacon. Howey,., They ::tl'C (as ncarc :t:'l mny bee) to eon­
formc themfclycs to ye Lawes of Engl:uul, and to be Ycry Cautions they 
lloc not Act in nny way repugnant to them. 

:JIY. To ye n,1, It is Grnntctl, That they Joyne wth their Neighbors of 
,Jli.n·tin's V{neyrtl'll in keeping n Ue111•11 Col't hctwccn them once a Ycarc, 
ye tU Cort to he- hcll1 one Ycarc in 01w llland, a111l yo next in y0 other, 
where y° Chicfc l\f:wi:stratc in each lllaml where the Cort t'lmll be held, 
h to p•·fale, and to 8itt in their rcfpcctive Co .. ts n:s l'rctillt, but witlmll 
That upon all oceations hce Confncl and Advizc wth ye Chiefc:Mngistrnte 
of ye other Ifland. 
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Thal: .F faitl t:cnrll Cort fhall contift of ye two Chic!'e J\lngift.mte:i of 
hoth lllnml,;;, nml ~-e fourc Afliftanb;, where ye l'refitlt flmll haire a Caftiug 
Vo.rec; for ye Time of their J\lcctin.i, That it bee left to themfclves to 
Agree upon ye mofl convenient Seaton of ye Ye:trc. 

· That in their l'rh-att, Corte at Home, wch nre to !Jc held !Jy ye Chiefc 
:\ln:!';itlratc nml two Aflift.ts where ye Chicfo l\fag-iftrnfo flmll have hut n 
ting:lc Voyec, 'l'he.,· fhall have l'owcr finally to determine and tleei.dc all 
< 'nt'ef, not l'xccelliug ye Vallue of 5 lh. wthont Appcnle, hnt in any Stmw 
alJovc that Yallttc, They ham Libert)· of Appcalc to their Genii Cort who 
111:iy determine ahfolutely any Cnfe under 50 lb. witho1it Appeale, tmt if 
it shall exceed that Smne, ye l'nrty aggrieved may httve Recomfo !Jy way 
of .Appeale to ye Uenrll Cort of Atlizei<, held in New Yorke. 

Awl as to Criminal Cafcs, That they lmve Power hoth nt their Prirnte 
Cort~ at Home, as well ns at ye Genrll Cort, to inflict Punifhmt on Offend•" 
foe farre :u-; Whipping, Stod~i,, nnd Pllloring, or other Publick Shame. 
11111; if y0 <'rinw hnppi.•n to hce of a higher nature, wlu•re Lili.', Limh<•, or 
11:mifhmcnt, are concerned, That fneh l\fattrs he Tranfmittetl to ye Ucnru 
( 'ort of Afttzes likcwifc . 

. i, In Anfwr to ye 4,th, Jt h• left to thc111folves f·o On.tr t.!10fo Ailh,rrcK 
:ihont. ye Jmlyuns, and to Act therein according to their heft llifcrctions, 
foe farr ar; Life i;; not. concerned; Wherein they nrc n !80 to luwe Reconrfo 
to ::'ilew Yorke, !mt that Uwy bee cnrefnll to nfo fuch motlerncon amougfl; 
them, That they hee not exafiiernted, bnt hy Dcgrers mny be brought to 
he conformnble to ye Lawes: To web Bnd, They nrc to Nominate and 
:tppoint Conftnble,: nmongft them who m:w have St:wcs wth y 0 Ki.ug;; 
Anncr; upon them, the better to keep thel.r l'eople in Awe :tml good Ordr, 
a;; ir; prnetized wth good succcts nmongft ye Imlyans at ye Enfl end of 
. Long Itlnutl. 

To yo Luft, Thnt, they retnrnc :t L_rft of)'" :Jnhnhit:mtf;, Hr; nlfo y 0 

~:tme;; of two l'crfon;; anwugtl them; out of. whom ~-0 Uovernor will ttp­
point one to !Jee their Chicfo l\Iilitary Otlicer, That they may be in yo 
better capacitr to Defend thcmfclvcs ngrriuft their Ifaemyes, whether 
1111.lynns or othl'rs. 

1Ytn1f /1(•/,•,,f Ajfir 111·e.,. 

[Ueetls iii, 85, Sccretary'i,: Office.] 

a\<.lditionall I nftrnetions anti Directions for the Government of the IJlurnl 
Nantuekett, frnt by 1\lr. Riclmnl and Capt. Jno. Gardner, ApriJl yo 
18th, 1673. 

Jmprimis, That in rc-~nnl ;re Towne upon ye Ifland of Nantuckett 
.is not known JJ,r any peeulrnr or particular Nnmc. It fhall from hence­
forth bee called and diftingnifhed in all Deeds, Records and Writings hy 
the Nmnc of the Town of 8h('rl1rn·1M npon the Hin.ml 1Yrmf1rr•kett. 

That. all Ancient null Ohfolet.c Deeds, <.:rnnt;;, Writiugi:!, or Convl'j'­
,mces of Lantis upon the faid lilaud, fhnll hee eftecmed of noe fforce or 
V:tliclity, )mt the Itcconlr; of en~ryonl's Chtymc 01.· Intcrcft fhnll heo.rn 
Jhte from the firft Divulging of the Patent g-rnntetl to t.11c Inhabitants by 
,\uthorit:y of his Hoynll lliglmcft"e, nntl foe forward, but not before the 
Date thereof. 

That the Time of Election of the Chicfc l\fagiftrnte, nml other Civill 
Officeri::, bee and continue according to the Directions and JnftructionR 
nlrcmlr gh·cn, !mt iu.rcgard of the Diftnnce of the Place, and ye uncer­

A:J 
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tainiy of Couvcy,iucc betwixt that ,iml this Place, ye Chicfo ::\Iagii;tl'utt,, 
and all the Civil! Ofticcr,; fhall continue in their Employmt• untill the 
Rcturnc of the c:ovcr1101·s Choice and Approbacon of n new ~lngii;tmte 
bee font unto them, which is to be with the first convenient Opportunity. 

That in cafo of 1\lortality, if it fh,ill pleafc God, the Chicfc l\Iugis­
trate fhall dye before ye Expimtion of his Employment, the Affiihu1b, 
for the Time lJcing flmll manage and carry 011 ye .Atfoyrc;; of tho Public 
untill the Time of the uew Election, and ye Governors ltetnrne and Ap­
problltion of a new lllagiftmte in hi:; Stc:ul. 

Thllt the Chict'c ~Iilitary Otticer fhall continue in his Employmt 1l11r­
inp; the novcrnor• l'Jcafuru, arnl that. he lmve Power to appoint l'uch l'l~r­
L'o11,; for i111'crior 011icer,; a,; he flmll judge mo1t 1itt uull capable. 

That in Cafe of the Death of the Chiefc :Military Ottieer during the 
Time of hi,; Employment, that then the InhalJitauts doc forthwith urnke 
Choice of two l'erfons, and returne their Names nnto tho Govcrnour, 
who will appoint one ol' them to !Joe the Officer in hi:,; 8teml. 

That iu regard tu y0 Gonemll Cort t0 bee helll in ye 111aml Nant-uekd l 
or .'Jiarti'.11.'i; Vtneyal'd ii; but once in y0 Yc:trc, where all C:msc,; or Ae­
tiou:,; arc trya!Jle without Aprnlle to y0 Sumo of nft.y Pounds. Liberty bee 
grantetl to try 1tll .Actloni! of Deht or Tret'pni!s at their ordinary Court:,; 
to the value of teu l'onml,; without Appeale, unlefs upon Occation of 
Error in ye Proceeding there bee C:mfe of Complaint from y 0 ordinary 
Court unto the Generali Court, or from the Genall Court to the Conrt of 
Altizes. 

That what ii! granted in tho Generali P,itent to the Inhabitants, ffrcc­
holtler::;, of the Itl.aml 1Ya11tnckett ii; to bee underftood, unto them alone 
who live upon the Place aml make l111provemt thereof, or f11eh ot.l1l'r:,; 
who having J>n:ten<,e,; or li1t.eren flmll couui to Juhaliitt there. 
<: ive11 under my Ifan!l at Fort ;J :imes, in N cw York tho D1ty 1t1Hl Y c-nrc 

afore written; and iu 'J" 2iith Yearc of his .Maties lleigne. 

Dec1j'io11 of ct Court of A,lmirnlty held at Nantucket. 

[New York Colonial MSS, xxi:x:, Sec. Office.] 
At a Comt oi' Admirnlty, held at the Iflancl of Nnntuckett ye twenty-eighth 

day or Augnft, by his l\faties .A.thority, in the tlllrty-fecond Yenre of 
the Reiagne of out· Sovercigne Lortl King Charles the Seconcl, nud in 
the Ycarc of our Lord on thonfancl 1lx l1unclrccl nud eighty. 

I'rcfcut, Captn Ccfor Knapton, 
• Captn Richard Hall, 

l\(r John Weft, 
Capt John Ganluer, :i\Iagiftrate. 

l\Ir. Triftrmn Coftlu, late llfagit'trnte, being culled to give an Accoumpt of 
what wus fauecl out of the Rack of a Freuch Ship, caft away on this Itlund by 
fome of' Capt. Derunrtl Lamoyn's l\lcn, about the latter Part of the Yeare 
fcventy-eight, declared he had formerly giuen au Accomupt, which being pro­
clucecl and rend, it appeared that thare ware faucet out of the faid Unck two 
thonfaud and flxteeu Hycles, wliich he confefleth arc clifpofed of by his Order, 
Alownncc aucl Aprobnttou, and by Information giuen, we vallcu nt fouer Shil­
lings per Hyde, which amounts toe fouer hundred and three Pounds fouer 
Shillings; and nlfo one Cubie and n Pece, likewife fold by the faitl 'rriftrnm 
Collin nt forty fouer 1>ouncls; and oue Sayle at flx Pounds ten Shillings; nud 
two Pecis of !Infers nt elenen Pounds, nnd nu Ancker nt thirteen l'onnds; 
which in all amounts toe fouer hundred feventy-feuen Pounds fourteen Shil­
lings, for which no Claime bath bin made according to Law. 
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This Court tharefore, tnkiug into Conthleration the Allowance of Snl­
vngc of faid Goods, nnd vnclerftauding the Difeculty nud 11:tnlfhip the Snucrs 
umlurcd, doe nlow on fifth l'tirt tlmrcof for Stth•ngc, :tccording to Lttw, 
which ttmouuts toe ninety-five I>ounds ten Shilllngs And fo1• what wns dit'­
IJuried by the faid Tristmm Coffin ou .\.ccoumpt of fomc Duch l'rifl'oncrs left 
ouc the Iflnnd, nnd whnt wns pnid by him to Willimn WOJ·th, for his ,vound, 
forty Pound one Shilling. 111 all, on ltnntlrctl thirty-five 1'0111nls cluaucn 
Shillings; which being <letluctc<l out of the fail! Sum of rower htmdrcd t'cv­
cnty fcaucn l'ouncls fourteen Shillings. Tiley doc ttdjt1clge :md determine 
that the faid Coflln doe mnkc Pnvmcnt nucl Snttisfaction toe the Gouernor or 
his Order, on Acconmpt of his ii.oyall Highncfs to whom by Lnw it doth np­
pcrtnin the Rcmnimler of of the fai<l Sum, being three hundred f'o1•ty-threc 
l'onnds ten Shilliugs. And as for whnt Guns 01· Rlgcing 01· otho1· Things 
thnt arc vmlifpofctl of, toe be apprifcd nnd Snlvngc to be nlowetl as nboue, 
nncl to be fent to New York for his Hoyal! Hlgltncfe vtc, the Snlvage toe be 
lickwite paid by the foid Collin, to be dcclttckted out of the three hundred 
fonrty-thrcc l'oumls ten Shillings. They Cotn·t lickewite declare tharc 
Opinion tlutt the 11th! Collin's Actings .Proceedings in dif'poflng of tho faitl 
Goods, arc contrary to Law. 

By Onlcr or the Conrt, &c. 
'\VrLJ,IA)l '\Vonn1, Clerk. 

Tristrnm Co,tlin to Sir Ellmon<l Anclros. 

[New York Coloninl l\ISS, xxix, Sec. Office.] 
To t,he Right Jiourahell Ser l~dmmul Amlros, Knight, Signeur of Snl'mnr­

yoe, Lieut. Generali vntlcr l!is Hoynll llyucs ,Jnmcs Duke ol' York nnd 
Albany, nnd Gouernor Gcncrall of nll his. Hoyall Hynes Tenltorys in 
Arnc!'icn. Thcfc l'rcfcnt. [gxterual Scale ftampc1l with :t l'ino Tree 
Shilling. J 

Nnntuekett, 30th of .Auguft, lGSO. 
Right Jioncrabeli Sir: 

i\Iy Jnunbcll Service prefcnted vnto your Excclleucye humblic f'hcwing 
my hnrtie Sorow yt I f110uld in nny way glue your Bxelency jut't occntlon of 
Ofl'cnce, ns I now plnlnly fee, in nctingc co!1.trary to the Lnw, nf! I nm cou­
uinccd I llitl, throw Ignorance in regard of not belnge nequniuted with tho 
nmretimc Lnwcs, and yet I hmnblic intrcnt your Exelcncy to confider yt in 
on J!cfpect my wceaekucfs I hope mny bee n littell bom with: for I did tender 
diucrfo l'erfous the 011 lmlfc to fouc the other ltnlfe, and I conic! not get nny 
to doe it;, nnd for tlrn Iliclcs I cciultl uot get any to goo lrnt for to tnckc all for 
their LnlJor, becnufo it was juclgocl by many yt the wearc not worth the fau­
iug; fo J was uefefeto.ted to doc ns I di(! or elfe the hnd bin quite loft. Tho.rc­
l'ore I lrnmblyo in treat your Bxcclcncy not to think yt I did it for :my bye Re­
l'pects or fclfc Ends; .for I cloc afi'urc your Exccleuey yt thcarc wns not :my 
011 Perfon yt dill indent with me for nny on Shillingc Profllt, only I did tell 
l'ourc of them yt if I fhould bee by o.uy cnl'cl to necot, the fhoulcl bee accountn• 
bell to me. But now the will not owne it a.ml I can not prone it, fo I byLnw 
am cm1ft to bcnre nll, only my hop is yt your Excclency will bee plcnfcd out 
of your Leniency antl Fnnor to me to except of int l\fo11cy, :incl Uill is font 
!'or the anfwcrlnge of the ,Judgment of the Court; for luul not my S01111, 
.James Coflyn borrowed Money nnd iugngcd for the rcft of my Bill, I could 
not have done it, bnt I mnft ltnvc gone to .l'rifou, Now I ImmbJye intrcn.t 
your l~xcclcncy to hcnre my louiuge Nighbor, Co.pt John Gardner, in my be­
half!!, and wth your Exelency flmll bee plenfed to order Concerning the Cafe, 
I fhall tlmnkfnlye except, knowing your Exeelcncy to be a compnfl1011atc, 
mercyefnl 1\Inn. Aud I hop I flmll ior Time to com ...... to ba more 
wifcr nncl doc kept your Bxcclency's lntmbell Sarunnt whylft I line to my 
l'owcr. TmsTnAM ConrYN. 
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A lJisc.lwrye to Jlr. Tristram G'o1/in from the (fudgment of the Conrt of Aclmi­
mlty Oornpoimdccl. 

[Wurrnnts, Orclcrs, l'alles, &c., xxli 1-~, 0, Secretary's Ofllcc.] 
fly the Oovcnio1': 

'l'hesc arc to Certitle that I doc nppro\·e and allow of the Compofltion 
and Agrcemt made between Capt. Cmfar Knaptou, Capt. Hichard Hall, Capt . 
.fohn Utu·tluer, and i\[r . .Tohu ,vet't, who were authorir.cd to make Euquiry 
abt the Wreck ot' a l!'reueh !'hip ,::at't away 011 the Illaml ol' N:mtuckett in 
one thout'antl fix humh'ctl t'evcuty and eight, and 1\[r. 'l'rit'trum Collln, then 
Chic!'c llfogit'tl'tttc of the faitl 111:uul, concerniug the fame, for ihc fume ol' 
one hundred and llfty l'ouud, halt'c of which is payd; am! 011 puymt of' the 
other lmlt'e, fccured by his Sonn's Obligucou, I doe accept the fame in full 
Satisfaction nud hereby acquitt and difchu.rge the faid Truftrnm Colllu from 
the Jtulgmt giucu agaiuft him in the Court of Admiralty, on Account of faicl 
Wreck. 

Given nuder my Haud in New Yorke, the flxth Day of November, Hi80. 
E. A. 

DJ!lSUJrJNDAN:L'S U/1' 1'RIS1'1lA1lf .AND DIONIS. 

UoN. PETEH CoFFIN, cltle;:t child·of Trb:tmm nml Dionis, wa;; horn 
at Brixton, County of Deyon, England, in 1631. He m:uTicd Allignil, 
daughter of Edward aml Katherine ::itarlrnck, of DoYer, N. II., after­
wanl,; of Nantucket. Ile wa;, one of the original purchaser:,; of Nan­
tucket, antl tradition :,mys th<.' wealthiest ot' them, owning large mill 
property. He wa,; a merchant at Don•.r heforc the purcha::;e, aud r,;11h:,e­
•1uently Iivetl nt Nantucket, Jmt only for ii :,;hort time to be cou,:;itlered :1;; 

domiciled there. He was mmlc freeman in 1666, at Don,r; a Licntcmmt 
in 1675, 01: se1Ticc in King Philip';; Indian wnr; :t Ucpre:,entatiYe in the 
Legh;latiye hnmch in 167:!-il nml ngiliu in 167!1. In rnno he removed to 
Exeter, N. II. From lG!H to 1714 he wa;; at different times ar,;,;o(·ittte 
jniiticc antl chief ju,;tice of the Supreme Court of New IIampfhirc, and 
a 111ernher of the (lovcrnor',; Council. Ile died at Exeter, l\Iard1 ~I, 
l7lii, !mt mo:,;t of hi:,; life was pa:-;;ctl at · 'OYer. 

Ju atlmini,;tcl'iug thl' font:tiou:; of hi,; :;eveml ollicial 1)0::;itiom; lhcrn 
:n·o,;c many question,; of gnn·c importnncc, :mu one which, a;; a judge, 
ha,; been handed down ns a ;;peclmcn of religious per,;ecntion. The 
ltcvercml ;Jo:,;hna l\footley had gnthcrctl a clmreh at Portsmouth, N. II., 
and tlistiugnished himself :1:,; 1111 imlt•pcmlent preacher. One of hi" 
parbhioner:,; luul l>ec11 interested in i<ciziug aml carrying ont of the 
harl,01· a Scotch kct<:11 [a hL•ayy :;hip] aml upon trinl hall ,;worn fal;;cly, 
!mt the Lientcnnnt. Go,·crnor, Crnntieltl, at the head or the i,ro,·incc, hml 
ntljn:,;tcd the matkr with tlw ott'cntlcr and di,,chargetl him: But pm;tol' 
?IIootley took it up and cnllctl clmreh meetings upon the subject, which 
initatetl Uo\'. Cmnticld, antl l\foodey w,rn indicted under the nniformit.y 
act in lGS!, anti impri:,:oned thirteen weeks, anti then dismi:;r,:ctl with the 
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('harge to preach no more nmkr penalty. He w:u; n1.lvisctl to lcaYe 
l'orti,;mouth autl preached in the oltl elmrch at Hoston for a time ut'tcr­
wartl. Antl in Hi!JH, he returned to l'ortf'month und comn1<.'11eetl prcach­
i ng ngaiu, when he wa,; again arre:-:ktl. Peter Coflin wa,;: one of the 
j11tlg-e:-: which 1,onvict.ed him, nnd in hi,; owi1 l:111g:nag:e .i\looth\Y t.Jrn;; 
(HHII'"' out'. hiH vinl;; of wrath ai< copied front hi,; reeonl><. awl p11hli><hed 
in i\l:u;s. llh,t. Society's Coll., vol. x, p . .J..J., lflO(J: 

"The ,imlge of the court was [captain of the fort] ,valter Barefoot, the 
justices l\[r. l<'ryer, Peter Comn, Thomas J~clgerlj-, Henry Green, aml Henry 
Hobey. Ovemight, four of the six clissente1l from his imprisonment: but, 
before next morning, l'eter Cofliu, being hectored by Cranfield, drew oft' 
Hobey and Green. Only l\Ir. :Fryer 1111<1 .Edgerly refused to consent, bnt by 
t,be major part he was committed. Not long nfter, Green repented and made 
his nck11owle<lgmc11t to the pnstol', ,,ho frankly forgave him. Hobey was 
<)xco111111tmicntml out ol' Jlnmptou cl111rcl1 l'or a common dru11lrnl'tl, aml died 
excommunicitte, aml was by bis friends thrown into :i. hole, uenr his house, 
!'or fear ol' 1111 ar!'est of his carcase. Barefoot foll into a languishing 1lis­
te111per, whereof he <lied. Collin was t:iken by the lmlians aud his house aml 
mills burnt, himscll' not sluin but tlismissecl. The Lol'<l ~ivc him repentance, 
U10ngh no sign of it have appeared. Psalm ix. Ill." · 

Hi;; election ns one of' the magh.:tr:ites of .Nantucket mttler :t period 
of great excitement, h:t:-: hccn before :illmlcd to. The early records of 
Nantucket arc frequently tlevotetl to trnnsactions of l'etcr Collin, in the 
pnrchaHc antl Ralc of land, antl of gift,; :trnl ·grnut:-: to his chiltlrcn, a.111.l 
wouhl he interesting to n•1n·o\l11ce in n l:trgcr work. The lumher for his 
,,on ,Jethro'~honse, now Uw oltlcst house standing on Nantucket, wns 
I he product of one of his mill". His ehilclrcn: 

Abigail, b. Oct. 20, 1G5i; m. Dec. rn, ltliB, Daniel Davidson, of Ipswich, 
afterwards of Newbury. . 

l'cter, ,Jr., b. Aug. 20, lGG0; m. Aug. rn, 1G82, Elizabeth, tl. of Nnthaniel 
and .lllnry Starbuck; d. in Nantncket in HlU!J. 

,Jethro, b. Sept. rn, IGGB; m. 1\Iary, <I. of Hon. ,John aml Priscilla Uartl­
ucr; cl. in 1 i2G. 

'.l'1·istrnm, b. ;r:in. 18, lGGa; m. Deborah Colcord. 
Hobert, b. in 16tli; m. ,Jomnm, <lnnghter of Hou. ,John Gilman, of l~xeter, 

N. JI., widow of Henry ll. n·; tl. )lay l!l, 17]0. No isfmc. 
falward, b. Fob. 20, H;G!J; in. Anna, <l. of Hon. ,John and l'riscill:t 

Gardner. · 
,Jnclith, b. ]?eb. 4, 1672. 
Parnell, died in infancy. 
1mzabeth, born ,Tan. 27, 1G80; m. Jnuc ;;, l6Ull, Col. ,John Gilman, of 

Exetc1·, N. H.; ll .• Jnly 4, 1720. 
1,;Jiphn.let, tlietl single. 

TmsTt:A)I C<wFIN, ,JH., ::<ccond chiltl, wn;; horn in .E11glmul, i11 lfi:l:!. 
11.e married in :Ncwlmry, .i\las;;., March 2, Hi:i:l, ,Jntlith Somcrby, willow 
or Henry, antl tlanghtcr of Etlniuml antl Sarnh Greenlcnf. She w:ts 1,orn 
in Hi:Ui, am! tlictl in Newlmry,·.J)cc. 1:i, 170'3. Ile wns nmtle freeman 
April :w, 1GH8, anti tlictl in :Newlmry, Feb. -!, 170.J., ngccl 7'2, k:wing li:7 
,fp;;c1\ndant:-:. Jlc wa;; :t nwrdmnt tailor, nml filled m:my prn,ition:-: ol 
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trust a11<I honor in Ncwburr. 'l'he early rcuonh; of Newbury lwar eyi 
denee ot' hi,; identity with the intc•rc•:,;h, ot' that town. rn the :;en•n· 
cccle,;ia;;ti<:al conte::;t concerning H<n-. Thonrns Parker, of Nc•wburJ, 
Tri:;tram Coffin, ,Jr., !Jore a conspicuous part in the interc;;t of l\lr. 
Parker, or who1:1e tir:;t c1mrch of N ewµury he wm, deacon for twenty 
ycur,;. He built, about l(il.i4, aceonliug to the historian of Newbury, th(• 
olll Cotlin mansion, which Ila:; remained in the family to the present day, 
Ollc of the ninth gencrntion born urnlcr its ample roof, 1\lis:- A111ia L. 
Collin, 110w occupying it. .:\Ir. Thom:1,; Collin Amor.,·, ho11·e,·er, say:,; tlwl 
it wns built in UH!I, by Henry Somerl>y, whose widow, it will he re­
membered, Trbtrnm Collin, ,fr., married. lt is one of the fow old honfle:, 
left, antl i:; !milt nro1uul n ya:4 chimney stacl, with svncious tire-pine(':<, 
with window:; large and :•m1all opcniug in ple:1:<a11t suqn·i,;l\t<, :;omc 011 

closets arnl :;ome 011 stairca:,c:,;, and with walb: that, when f::trippt,d or 
their puveriug not mnny year:< ago for the purpo:<e of repapering, wen· 
fomHl to tli::;play ,.:neh eleg-:rnt landscape fre;;eoes with nrtii-;tic tlesigu,; of 
1ignre;; aull foliage a,; were wont to dceoratu tine residence;; in the day,, 
of the Stuart:::. rt is :t urnttcr of tl'lluition tl111t Trii,tr:un Cofl)'n, ;;unlor, 
livetl in thi:-; old mau:-;ion a :;,hort time bciorn his ilnal rcmontl to Nau­
hwket. 

Two mo11111nc11b; in the grnn· yard of the tir:<t pari;,h of N,•11·lrnr~ 
h(•:11· t.ll!'se HC\'l~1·al in:-<,ription:<: 

'' 'J'o the memory or 'l'ri~tr:un Cotlln, Esq., who h:l\'ing sc1•ycd thu 11ml. 
l'!,ureh ol' N'ewlrnry i11 U1e olllec or a tle:1con :10 yc:u·s died l>'cli. -!, l 70H--! aged 
7~ years. 

"On earth he purchased :l good degree 
Great holducss in the faith ancl liberty 
Ami now po~scsses i11111101·tnlitr." 

"To the 111c1110ry of :itrs . .Tutlith, late virtuous witc of Deac. '.l'ristmrn 
Colli 11, Esq., \\'ho, having lirnll to Sl!C 177 of her chil,lt·eu and children's chil 
<lrcn to the H<l g-enct·ation, <liell Dec. 13, 170G, 11g-cd 80. 

"!lrnro, soh<·1·, faithl'lll. t'mitJ'ul vi1w was i;hc, 
.\ rare example of true piety. 
"'illow\l awhile she waytccl wisht-for rest, 
,nth her dear husband in her S,wiours brc:t~t." 

Tristmm ;Junior':< children: 

,Tudith, b. in Newbury, Mas::;., Vee. 4, 11),i:J; m. John Sanborn, of Ifamp-
tou, N. ll., No1·. HI, WH. 

J)chornh, b. in Newbury, No1·. 10, IGi,;;; m.,Joscplt Knight, Oct. 111, liili'. 
)!:try, l,. in Newbury, Nov. l:?, 15ii7; 111. Joseph Little, Oct. al, l!i77 . 
• r,une;;, lJ. i11 Newbury, ,\pril :1:1, 11;,;n; m. Florence Hooke, NoL lG, rns1;. 
,Johu, b. In Newbury, Sept. 8, lllll0; ll: there l\In.y 13, IG77. 
Lydia, IJ. in Ncwhury, .\pril :1:l, !Gli:l; 111. I.st, iHoscs Little; :ld, M:ircli 

J8, l(i[I,;, ,fol111 l'iko. 
Enoch, h. in Newbury, ,Tau. !!l, lGli;J; d. there No1'. 1:1, l(ji,1, 

Stephen, b. in Ncwl.Jn1-y, Aug. 18, lG(i-!; 111. Sarah Atkinson, Oct. 8, lGSii; 
rl. :\.ng. a1, 1121,. 
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Peter, b. in Newbury, July 2i, l6tl7; m. Apphia Dole; d. in Gloucester, 
(?) ,fan. 19, 1746. 

Nathaniel, Hon., b. in Newbury, March 22, 1GG9; m. Sarah Dole, March 
2!J, 1G93; d. l!'ch. 20, 1748-0. 

Er.tzAm•:Tn Um·ni,, thirll child, wa,i horn in J~ng!aml, ab011t HlUi-li. 
~he married, in Newbury, Noy. rn, 1651, Capt. Stephen nreculeaf, son 
of Etlmnnd. She tlktl at. Newbury, NoY. 19, HliS. lfo tlictlDec. l, l(\!lO. 
From this family have descended the GrecnlcafaofNcwI<:nghnd, among 
whom lmve hecn many ripe sehohtrs, eminent ns ,iurif<t>', teachers and 
tlivincs. Their children were: 

Stephen Greenleaf, b. Ang. 15, Wo2; m. Oct. 23, 1676, Imimbcth Gerrish, 
tlau. of William. 

Sarah Greenleaf, b. Oct. 20, IGiio; 111 •• June 7, 1G7i, mclmrcl Dole, of New­
bury, son of Hichanl. 

Daniel Orccnlcaf, b. Jfch. 17, lfi58. 
Efo:abcth Greculctlf, b. April !J, WGO: m. 1Gi7, Thomas Noyes, son of 

,James . 
. John Greenleaf, b. ,June 21, Hifi2; 111. Oct. 12, 168v, IWzabeth Uills. 
Samuel Greenleaf, b. Oct. 30, 16H5; m. March 1, 1689, Sarah Kent, dau. 

of ,John. 
Trlstmm Greenleaf, b. Feb. 11, 16fl8; 111. Nov. 12, lfl80, l\fargnret Piper. 
Elim nm! Greenleaf, b. l\Iny 10, 1670: 111. ,Tuly 2; IGO!, Abigail Somcrby, 

<lau. of Able!. 
.Tullith Greenleaf, b. Oct. 13, mm; ti. Sept. ao, 1600. 
:.\[ary Grecnlcnf', b. Dec. IJ, 1Gi6; m. ,Toshmt Moody, son of Cnleb. 

lloN. JA~ms COFFIN, the fomth child, was bom in Jfogfand, Ang. 
1:!, 1.6-10. He married, Dec. 3, 1663, l\Iary, daughter of John mul Abigail 
8cvcrancc, of Salislmry, l\Iass.; and died at Nm1tuckct, ;ruir 28, 1720, 
ap;cd 80 year:;:. I re came to Na11t11ck~•t with the lirnt settlcrfl, hut. F<11.h:sc­
'flll'J1f.ly removed to Donir, N. II., whl'rl' he re1-1il1C'1! in Jlj(j8, he.lug· n 
111c111hcr of the church there in l(iiJ, nntl the same rear, l\fay :Jl, he wns 
I h<'l'e 111:tllc fn•t'man. Soon nfter f-11i:-: d:ttC', howcYer, he retnrned to Nan­
I nckct and rc:-;idcd then• until hi;; death. He tilled fle,·crnl importaul; 
pnl)lic olliccr; at Nantnc,lrnt, ,mnong them ,Tndge of the. Probate Cou.rt.. 
The Jir:;;t recordfl of the Probate Office :u·e under hi!'! adminir,tmtion. He 
wa;; the father of fonrteen children, all of whom, except two, grew to 
maturity and married. From him h:n-c descernlc1.I, perhaps, the most 
rcmarlmblc rcprcf!cnb1tiYcs of the Collin family, :ti:' tlonhtle;,;, the moR(; 
ntmieron,: nml gencralh· f!enttcred. Thi,: hranch furnishc<l the fmuilic:, 
1 IJ:tt, remaint•ll lo?al to 'orent llrifain in the Am<•riean Iten,lntiou, nud 
( lcncrnl ,John Collin, as well us his brother, Admiral Sir T::<nac Collin, 
renr.lcrcd Ynliant se1Tice againRt the Colonies, for which they received 
in time their rewards, two sons of Gen. ,John now holding Admiral's 
('()lllll1issions in the Roynl Navy, one aged 88 and the> other 84 year!'!, 
hoth h:tlC' and !warty whrti. la:<t, Iwnnl from. The 1110:-:t <lb•tiug11i:=:hctl 
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woman whkh Amcric1t has produced, Lucreti:i )Iott, was- also ucscc1u.letl 
from th.ii; line, her father, Thomas Uolliu, being the 17th child of Bcnja-
1,lin, and not the yonngc:;t, either. The children of James ,tro: 

i\Jnry, b. in :N'nntucket, April 18, IGG5; miwried first, Richard l>iukham, 
or l'ortsmouth, N. H., who•camc from the Isle of Wight, and dicll in 
Nantucket iu 1718; second, .fames, son of Hichnrd aud Sarah Gardner; 
d. iu Nantucket, ]?eb. 1, 1741. 

James, ,Jr., b. probably in Dover, N. H.; m., tlrst, Love, dau. ofllicltnnl 
ancl Sarah Gar,1,wr; ;;ccoml, Huth, dau. or ,Joh11 allll l'rio:cill11 U1mlncr; 
ll. in Nnntuckut, Oct. :l, 17-11. •.• 

Natb1111icl, b. in Dover, lll71; m. Ang. 17, IUD2, ])111m1ris, llau. or "·m. 
Gayer; d. Ang. 29, li2l. 

,John, b. in Nantucket; m. Hope G,1rdnei·, dun. ot'Hiclrn.rd; <l. there ,July 
1, 1747. 

Dinah, b. in Nantucket; rn. Nov. 20, 1600, Nntlrnuiel St1u-buck, Jr.; <I. 
there Aug. 1, 1750. 

Ueborah, b. in Nantucket; m. Oct. IO, Hl05, George Bunker, son ol' 
Wm.; cl. there Oct. 8, 17G7. 

Rbcnczer, b. in Nantucket, March 30, 1678; m. Der.. 12, 1700, :meanor, 
dan. of Nathaniel Barnard; clied there Oct. 17, I 730. 

Joscpl1, b. in Nuutucket, J<'cb. 4, 1G80; 111. Bethia, dau. or ,John l\Iacy; d. 
there July 14, 1719. 

Elizabeth, b. in Nantucket; m., first, Jonathan, son of Wm. and Mary 
Bunker; second, 'l'homns Clark; d. there, :March :lO, 17HO. 

Benjamin, b. in Nnutucket, Aug. 2"8, 1683; lost overboard between Knn­
tucket and l\fartha's Vineyard. 

itnth, b. in N nntucket; m .• Joseph, son of Hichnrtl null l\fary Gardner; d. 
there, May 28, 1748. 

,\.bigail, b. in Nantucket; m. Nathaniel, sou of Richard nud Sarah G11rd-
11er; d. there l\Iarch 15, 1709, nml was the first person buried in Gard­
ner's burial ground. 

Experience, b. in Nantucket and died young. 
,Jonathan, b. in Nantucket, August 28, Hl92; m. Hephzibah, clan. of Bb­

cnezer Harker; d. there Feb. _5, 1773. 

J01m Co1,'l-'IN, fifth child, Wils born in Bngland, and died in Hnn:r­
hill, Mass., Oct. ao, Hi42, in infancy. 

DEBORAH COl•'.FIN, ;:;ixth child, was born in Haverhill, Nov. Hi, U34:!, 
aml llicll there, Dec. 8, 1642, in i11fancy. 

MARY COFl'IN, seventh child, was born in Ifaverhill, Feb. 20, Hi45. 
She was married at the age of 17, to Nathaniel, son of falwanl and 
Katherine (Reynoltls) Starbuck; and died at Nantucket, Nov. UJ, 1717. 
Uc diell 11.t Na1itncket, the 2d tla,y of the 2d month, 1710. Iler eltlc,;t 
child, J\ltny Starlmck, born l\larch au, lli63, wa::; the first white thikl 
bom npon the ishrnd. 1'rom thh; family itll of the Shu-buck,; of 
,\J.ncriea nre 1lcscended. She was a most cxtmonUnnry womnn, pnr­
tit:ipating in the praeticnl tluties and rc:;ponsibHities of puhlic gath­
m-ings and town meetings, on which occasions her words were alwnys 
listened to with marked respect. The genius of whatever attnclws to 
ihc· Eqnal Rights· for ·woman movement of the present tla.y; in ('Y~ry 



THE COFFIN :FAl\JILY. 57 

true and proper scm:c, 1<he nuticipatetl by two ccnturic:-:, antl reduced to 
practice, without neglecting her domestic relations. She was consulted 
upon all matters of public importance, because h<:r jmlgmcut was supe­
rior, antl 1<he wa;,; uniYersally acknowledged to he a great woman. lt 
was not that her lnu;briml, Nathaniel Starbuck, was a man of inferior 
mould, that she gained such prominence, ior he was a man of good 
:11Jility; hnt hcca,nse of her pre-eminent 1111:ililic:ttions that she ncqnirc!l 
so good n, reputation, whereby her lmsb;m<l's q1rnlifications were npp:tr­
cntly lessened. In the l:mgnagc of ,John Riclmnlson, an early preacher, 
"The ishtmlers esteemed her as :1 ,Jmlge among them, for little of mo­
ment, was done withont her." In the town meetings which she wa;; nc­
cm;tometl to :itteml, she took au active part in the delmtes, ui,:1rnlly com­
mencing her address with ":.'II,)' hn,;haml thinks" ;;o and so; or "1\ly 
hn:-baml and I, having consiclcrc!l the Fml>jcet, think" i-o mul Ho. From 
every ,-arnree of information, :rn :tlt-:o from traditio11, there is :thuml:wt 
evidence that i;hc wns posr:;esscd of soimd jnllgmeut, clear n11tlcrstnnd­
i·11g, :tml an elegant way of cxprc;;sing hcr:sclf perfectly easy mid. natu­
ral to her. ln 1701, at the ngc of :i(i, she been.me intcrcr:;tcd in the re­
ligions faith of the Quakers or Friends, and took the spiritual concern!' 
of the whole island under her Hpccial f'1tpcrintcmlcncc. She held mcet­
iJigs at her own honsc which arc often n.llmlcd to by vi.:;:iting Friends who 
IJn,ve written concerning the h;Jantl'i; cn.rly religion;; history, wrote the 
qnartcrly l'pif,,tlct-:, and prcad1e<l in :i rnol'lt eloqncnt nml impn•J'lsin• 
111a.1111e1·; mul, withal, w:is as di;;Hngui;;hell in her domestic economy m: 
r-:hc was celebrated us n, preacher. Of this depnrtmcnt,John1Uclmrdi=mn. 
who prcachml at her house, wrote, "The order of the house was such iu 
all the piu-ts thereof, as I had not seen the like heforc; the l:trgc and 
bright~rnhhcd room wa,; set ,vith snifablc 8t'ats or chairs for a meeting·, 
so that I did not sec anything wanting according to plttcc, hnt something 
to Htantl on, for I wns not free to set my foet upon the fine cane chair. 
lef:t l f:honltl hrenk it." Enough rnight he writ,tcn concerning her to 
make an entertaining- volume hy it;;e]f, whieh may ;;omc time he nt-. 
tempte1I. Her chillfrcn: 

Mary Starbuck, b. i\larch 30, IGG3; m. ,fames Gardner, son of. Richard; 
d. Hl!JG. 

guimbct;h Rtarhnck, b, Rcpt. !I, rnn,;; m., tlrst, l'ct,cr Collin, ,Tr., son of 
J'cter 111111 Abigail (Starbuck) Collin; sccollll, Nntlmuicl llnrnnnl, J1•., 
sou of Nathaniel. 

Nnthnniel Starbuck, Jr., b. Ang. 9, lGGS; m. Nov. 20, 16U0, Dinah, 
clnnghtcr of James and l\Inry (Severm1ce) Coflin; d. at Nautuclrnt Jan. 
2!1, 1763. 

,Jethro Stal'buck, h. Dec. H, !Gil ; m. Dec. 6, IG!J4, Dorcas, clau. of 
William and Dorcas (Starbuck) Gayer; cl. Aug. 12, 17i0. 

Uarnnbus Starbuck, b. 1Gi3; d. 9th mo., 21, 1732, unmarried. 
1,;nuice Starbuck, b. April 11, 1Gi4; m. George, son of John Gardner; d. 

12th of 2cl mo., 17GG. 
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l'l'iscilla f;tat·l>uck, h. 1676; m. Johu, sou of ,John Coleman; d. l\forcl\· 
14, liG:!. 

Hephzibah Starbuck, b. April 2, lGS0; m. Thomas Ifoth:tway of D!\l't• 
month; ci. ith ot' '.Zll mo., 1740. 

Anu, diet! single. 
l'aul, riled ~Ingle. 

LU:liT. Jom, ('tH'FIX, l'ighth child (a former ,Johu hayiug died),. 
w,1:,: born at Ilan•rhill, <kt.. ;Hl, lfiH. Ht• marrit•d l>chonth, daughter or 
.Jo,sl'ph and Sandt Austin; and dil'd at Edgartown, J\las:,:,, Sept.:;, 1711. 
From him the i\larth11'::; Vineyard Coliin:-; arc dc;;cemled. He removed to 
Edgartown after hi,; father',; death, about 1G8:!-:l. lie wa;; elected to ;;omt•· 
rniuor offices in Nantucket, and wa;; at Edgartown commissioned :L Lieu-• 
icuant of :lliliti:t. He had clc,·en d1iklreu, among them Enoeh, whowaf-'.. 
chief judge for J>uke;-; County, aml who had ten thilllreu, all of whom 
lived to the age of rh;ing 7U year,;, 1111d ,;ix of the ten to abo,·e 80, and: 
two of them to !10, the mo:,:t n•111ark,1hlc iu:-;tanet• or family Joni:rcvity yd 
di1<corcrc1I. lli,; ehiltlrL·n in order Wl're: 

Lydia, h. iu Nantucket, ,Tune 1, lllli!l; m., 1i1·st, John Logan; secoud,. 
;fohu Dntpcr; third, Thomas 'l'h:txter of lliughnm. 

l'ctcr, b. in Nantucket, s\ug. i,, lli71; m.,. first, Christian Comly; socond, 
!Tnpc, dau. of' ,To.;,eph:.11ul Bcthiah (r,lacy) Gardner; d. there Oct. 27,. 
lH!l. 

,fohn, ,Tr., h. in Nantucket, Feb. 10, ](l7:J., 
Love, b. iu Nantucket, April :!3, lfi76; died siuglc. 
Jo:t1och, b. in Nantucket, W78; m. Beulah Eddy, abottt 1700; ti. in Edga1·­

town in 17/il. 
Samuel, b. in N:mtucket; m. Miriam Garduer, dau. of Uichard, .Tr., 1705 ;, 

d. l!'eb. 2:!, 17G-!. 
Hannah, b. in Nantucket; JU. Benjamiu Gal'(luer, son of Richard, ,fr.; d .. 

,fun. 28, 17GS. 
Tristr:un, b. iu Nantucket; 111. J\fat-y Uuul,er, da11. of Willium, 17H; ··i!. 

,Tau. :!P, 1763. 
Deborah, b. in Nantucket; in .• Tune 18, l 7i)8, 'l'homns Macy, :sou of ,John;. 

!I. Sept. 23, l iGO. 
Elizabeth, b. in Nantueket; tliccl single. 
Benjamin, b. 8 mo., 23, liiS:J. 

ST1•:l'1'.1? < '(WF!X, the youH_,rei-;t ehild, was J~or'.1 at NewlJtj'y, MnHH.,. 
:uny 10, lb,):!, anti wa:; allont l:i years oil! when !us t11ther remo,Wl to Nan­
tll(:kct. Ile married l\lary, d:111. of George anLI Jane (Godfrey) Bunker 
:lbont 1/iGS-D, and lliell at Nantucket, No,·. 1-!, 1734. For him, ton, coui;id• 
ura!Jlc extent, Tristrmn reYor;:ed the oklEug-li,;h I.tw of ll·,w ing to the elllCKI 
;;on hi;; lamb mHI e,;tate:,: :tJ\11 g·ayo thl•m to hi:; .ro1mw•~t Bon. Stephen 
:1ppl•:1r:,: to han, rc111aincli upon lti:; fatllor':,: e,-;t:1tc, n1Hl :-!lteccetkd to the 
mnnng·emcnt of tlw form nm! g'l'neral lmsines;; em·es, nml by agreement 
w:1:; tc; !Jc holpfnl to hi.~ fat!H't' ~mll motlwr in their old ago. lfo hnu tc11. 
i:hiltlrcn, ybi: 
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J)anicl, b. nt Nautuckct; tl. 4 mo., 17:U-lost at; 1-<cn. 
])ionis. b. nt Nantucket Sept. 21, Hl71; 111. ,facoh Norton. 
Peter, b. nt N,111tucket Nov. 1-l, mm; m. in Boston. 
Stephen, ,fr., b. nt Nnntuckct .Feb. 20, 1675: 111. rnoa, Experience Look,. 

tlau. of Thoma~ . 
• Jntlith, b. nt N :rntucket; m., lln,t, l'et,ir Folger. son of 1':ler.er; iwcond, 

Nathaniel lln1·11nrd, 1<011 of Nathi111iel; third, Stephen Wilcox; ti. ])nc. 
2, liHO. 

:'\111<111111:1, b. nt Nantucket; 111. Peleg Hunker, son of Willimn; d. ,June 
11, 1740. 

:\lchitnblc, h. nt Nantucket; m. Armstrong Smith . 
• \1111:1, b. at Nnntucket; 111. Solomon Gnrdner, i<ou of Wchnnl. 2d; d. 

April 2:!, li-l0. 
Ilcphzibah, b. nt Nantucket; 111. Snmnel Gardner. 
Paul, h. at Nantucket April 1'i, HHJ,1; m. Mnr5· Allen, d,H1. ot' ]Mwnrd; 

ti. April, 1729. 

JJ/O(Ut,ll'J/fg,r..,· .IX!) .LYHC1JOTR8 OF 1JE&('HKiJ,L.YT8. 

Th<• bio~Taphieal anti am•c:llotic:tl tb1t11re of thif' pnblieatiot1 ii-: 11cc­
c~,;,1rily ahrit.lgetl on account of in;;nJlicient time to properlj- m-range 
am! print hefon• the lir;.:t reunion ofTri;;fram'::; descendant:;: nt N:mtll.('kl't, 
Attgn:.:t l(J, 17, :md 18, 1881. Af< uurnJ· of hi;,; tler,;cemlmttf:< h:we achicn:ll 
fame aml g:ained a jn;:t cl'le!,rity, it become>! :t matter o.f cx:treml' dl'li-
1:aey to :,:ell-et from u111ot1!2' :::o m:my the fc\\· thnt i<p:tce will permit to he 
11oli1:l'tl in thi,: work. Tho;;e given, ho,n·n•1-, arc httt a fitir n•pn•:.:c11h1-
tirm of the many th:tf. might he, anti whieh it i,-; hopt·d :<olllt' tilllt' will ht•, 
:Hhlt•tl to the hiographie;; of 'l'ri:,tnun t'ofl)"u'i, dci<ccmlantl'. 

<:,.;:-. ,Jom, C<.lFFIX, of St. ;John':-: New Brnnr;wick, wa;, till cider 
hrother of Sir l:.:aae. Ht• 1lii<tinu·11h.:hed himself :ti' a aenl'ml in the .l~nu· .. 
li,;h army 11.!!:tin:.:t tlw !'Olonie:.:; ':'mil :.:nh,.:ertm·ntly to1ik up hi,.: rt•f'idt·11c:1· 
:1tt-l . . John'~. ~. ll. I II I ht• w:11· of 181 :!, ht: a.u·aln tot'>k np arn1;; in dt'l't·111·l· 
,,r hi:.: <·01111fry, had11;r ulwa_p, remained loyal to !ln•at Hritai11. At f'IH· 
elo,;c of f'lw ltcrolution he mnrri1·tl .\nuil•, danghti.:i:.~oJ "'illiam i\laf: .. 
lh1•wi-<, of :-it. ,John'i; l:.:laml, South ( 'arolina. Wa~hi11gtolt l!Ting in Jtif, 
life rJt' "'a;.:hiugton, :-;tater; that till' mlnmct' on Eutaw h,,· ( :1•11. Urecne, 
:"ttpportetl by l 'ol. '\rilliam "'a,.:fting:ton, wa;, n.n·rted !Jy i\lajor ,fohu 
< '•.>!tin, with liiO infouttT nnll iiO c:tn1lrY. Ik wa:.: horn at .llo:-;ton, i\lu:c;f<., 
in liiifi, aull tlil'tl at hi;,'rei,i1lcm·t• in K"ing-':,: Co., New Brnn:.:wkk, 011 the 
l:W1 or :Huy, ll-tl8, ap:ed 8i :rt•:trf'. Hi,; whok ean·t·1· wa:.: that of a y[g-­
orri11;.:, eo11,.:dc11tio11:-! in:m of great alJilit~· . 

• \ll)tlHAL Sm. I:;AAt' (\1FF1:--, Hamnet, w:i;; of the lifth at·m•rntion fro111 
Tri:-<tr:m1 nnd dcsl•.cntled n:; follow;,: Trh;tr:unt, ,Jnmi.;:.:2, Xath:111iel'1, 
W illi,11111, N:tlhanicP, who llutrril'd J,;Jiz:thl'th, dnu1.rhtl'l' of (h,1iry B:11·11<·1-<, 
or Bo:.:ton. lk wa:-: the f<rnrfh :a:011, nnll wa,,; horn :tt Ho:4ou, i\las:-;., ;\la,r 
Iii, 17:i!I. Ei1tering- tht• En,idi:<h XaY,r in li7:I, he W:tf' eonttnii.:a:iom·d :t 
Lientl'n:mt, li78; Cnpt:ti11, -1781; Ih-nr .Atlmiml of titl' White 81111:ulron, 
11'10.J.; Baronet, awl :tlf'o grnntl'tl n · ( 'ont. of .Arms the r;ame year; Yice­
,\,.l111iral, 11:10~; :t]l(l in 1XL7 AtlmirnL .. _ [k died nt ( '!witl'nham, EngJnJl(l, 
in 1x:m, ng<'ll 80 year:", without i~:,:nt•. 
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lle was nwanlell mi c,;tate hy the Government ot' E11gla11cl, known a>:' 
the .i\fagtlelcn ],;landl:l, :it the month of the St. Lawrence mvcr, ahout 
tho time he w:i,; crcate1l :t Baronet. He was a pcr;;oual friend ol' the 
.Duke of Clarence, who, when he bce:1me ,vmiam lY., conti1111ed to 
><how htm favor. ,vhen it hccamc 1wcc,;;;ar.r, i11 18il:!, to swamp till' 
llorn,e of Lonls, hy creating new Peers in order to pa;;;; the Jtefon11 Hill, 

,the name of Sir Is:iac wa;; npon the King',; list. Uc lle,;ircll to make him 
gar} of .1\fagdelen, !mt the :i\lini;;ter;; objectetl, on the g-ronn<I of his ,-t.rong 
attachment -to his native eountry, :LJJtl e,;peei:illy cited the fact, of hi>:' 
titting out a ve::;::;cl with Ynnkee lat!;; from hi::; Lanca,;tel'iau Scltool at 
N:mtucket, to mako 111a;-;ter 111:1ri1wrs or tlw111, which could not be viewed 
by England with favor. So it may in trnth he ,;ai1l that the Collin School 
at }foutncket t:ost the .Admiral an Earll10111, a111.l came 11car e:acrificini:r 
.his Baronctey. ~ 

lu 17!JO, when in couunantl of the .\.llig:ttor frigate, nt the Nore, muler 
,mi ling onler:;, tho wind blowing- strong, a mau fell overhoanl. Collin 
plnnged in after him antl savctl hi,; lifo; ]mt in ,loing so ;;ustailw<I au 
injury from which he novel' fully rceon~J"ed. It was regarded ,1;; :t mo~t 
heroic feat, aml Im:,; once since JJecn attempted lJy :mother <lC8CCJ,lllnnt 

.of Tristrmn, horn at Nnntnokot, Lieut. :-lcth ;)J. .Addcy, ot' the U. /{ 
.N:wy, who rce;eivod therefor n comme.ml:ttory lotter from the Hecretf11',\· 
or the }J:wy. 

Isaac Collin was commissioner of the Hoyal ~ avy in 17fJii, and was 
.sunt lo Cor;,ica; thence to J,i:;hon; thence to )Iahon, iu the Island ol' 
:\linorca. Then he wn,; placetl iu charge of the ]{ing's yard at Sheame:,;s. 
He spent :;;ome time ahont the co:ist of Australia; anrl "Sir lsaac';; Point" 

.and "Cotlin':,1 Bay." a;; laid <lowu on tlw E11gli,;h CoaHt Charts of A11s­
t.rali:t-, are llllllllltl in ho11or of hirn. 

He married in 1811, Elizabeth, tlm1ghtcl" of William llrec11ly, E:-:11., 
or Titley Court, lforefonlshire; :111tl, n><:;11111i11g the l,nly',; rnu110, llcea.11w 
Sir l.~aae ColliH Greenly. But the 1111io11 wa:; not :t happy one, a111l tht•y 
,sepnrnted. :-!he remained Lady <,recnly and he tlruppctl tho Ureenly. 
She w,1;:; an exemplary huly, ine;liuctl to litcmry pur:mits of a religion:; 
,tcnllency which dill not accortl with his rollicking nntnrc. 

He at one time took to politics anti wa,; clcctotl !llemher of Par~n­
ment for llchc:,;ter. [uclining to Lihcrnlism, he coHsortcll with the Whig:,; 

. nnll hee;amc noted for his rough humor nm! i:ialt e:nyiug,;. 
Of hi;-; ready wit. many :,tori<'::1 itrc told-one will e:ullicc. 011cc, 011 

.hii-; way to Tit.Icy Court, :;topping to h:tit :it (.!hep,;tow, he wa,; infonnL•li 
hy the innkeeper that an Auwriean, a prii:ionel', co11li1101l in the car;tle 
hard hy, clailnetl to he his relative, aml prayed for an intervfcw. Sir 
hmnc, curiously, nccctled, went to the pri:,;on, aml w:ts introdncetl to "a 
gentleman of colour." Both surpriHctl aml amu;;ctl, he wa,; informed ll.,· 
SamlJo that he was an Amcrimtn, a n:unc:;ake, am! 11111;-;t therefore ht• a 
rnlatiou, as 110 one wonhl he likely to take hi,; name for the 1'1111 of the 
tb ing. "Stop, my man, stop," intc1:jcck,I the Atlmiral, " Jet me a:;k you 
,1 c1ucstion. Pray, how oltl !lltty,ron IJeP " " \Veil," rcplie<l the ol'lwr, " I 
,;honhl g·uc.~s 1Lho11t thirty-tive." "Oh! then," n,joi11ed hi:-J i11turlo<:11to1·, 
t11ruing·away, "there i,; clearly a mistake here, you can't Ile one ot' my 

-Coffins-none ot' my people ever turn IJl:tck Jrnforc they arc forty." Ile 
nc\·crthelc:-;,; :-:ecurcd :-lambo's rcloa:-;c. 

One cl:iy .:in .Amerfonn ship ,;ailed into l'ort>:'mo11th or l'lymonth, Eng­
land, before th<-; wnr ~f 1812, when Sir I;;nac 1,1\lll ch:tr~·e of tile :Narnl 
tlect. .Au Bnghsh ottieer was ;;ont on boartl. J he, master havrng gone-
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,m ,;horc, tltc mate being in eharge tlid not n·eeirn the ollicer with the 
cth1ndtc required Oil S\l(·h Ol'C:t8ious. The officer g:we the firr;t saluta­
tion as lw re:tehed the deck, ur 1;ayiuir ",vhat kind of :t d-d Ym1kee 
lnhlwr h:ui charge here, who tlon't°know his dnty to properly rocciw hir, 
11mjei;t.y's ollicl'rP" The mate r-mitl not a word, but seizing his vi1;itor hy 
the collar mill ><lack of hir; tron:;;C'r:< threw him oYerhoanl, for hi:,; own 
t•rcw to pick up. Soon after an nrmcd boat came along-,;ide to take the 
111:ite on hoanl t:hc tlag- 1<hip, whC'rc he wai< atT:tig-nC'd before Sir l1;anc, 
who i-oon became aw:irc that tlw cnlprit waR a kilism:m, whoi-e father lw 
had hcen familiar wit.It in hoyhootl. Ile tried to ,u·et the mate to acknrn\'1-

. e•lge that he waf< ignornnt of the laws aml cnr.;foms, that he might tli1m1ir<f' 
Olli cnr;e, with mlmonition, hut the Yankee wa,; obdurate: "He'd he 
d-1\," he rmid, "if any man i;:houltl insult him with impunity on his•own 
deck anll umlcr the llng of his country." The oftcmler "·ni; remanded to 
he regnlnrly tried the next tiny. lu the meantime the Admiral 1;e11t a 
1111!>1>1i•11gcr to prin1f-ely inform the m:itc that a r-:ttit.ablc apolo,u-y would re, 
lien, him from :tny further trouhle in the matter; lmt on the trial the 
:<:rnw 1lcHant rnnmwr was ai;::,mncll. The Admiral drcw out some ex­
\H't•Ksion, howe,·e1-, which he accepted a,; ,;atisfactor_r, aml dhnnii;r;etl the 

. offender with F<nitable admouition,;. 
Later in. the day from the ::<hore, the Admiral 1;ent a mcssarrc to the 

yonn!); man stating thnt, nf' his father Wtti" nn old friend mul ref..'ltivc, he· 
wonltl be happy to meet the son and enjoy :t bottle of wine with him nt 
the inn. lint the .ronng muu replied that the Admiral mig-ht go to 11-1 
with hif< wine. He'd r.;ee him d-d Jir1;t. before he'tl drink 1rith :my d-d 
Enp;li><hcr, eHpecinlly one who would :tpproYe of an irn;n\t .to an ollkcr 
umlcr his own 1lag upon hi,; own tleck. 

The Admir:tl nsctl to relnte the above inciucnt with mueh gusto, aR 
lw :ul111in•1l the ,.:pirit. of in1tepernknce t•xhibitl·d hy the Yankc•c· maf-c. 

l't•rlmp1-1 tlw mmit. lw11cfici:1l :111tl trnl.r phil:mthropic act of the Admi­
ral wm; the fonnding of the Collin Hchool at Nantucket, :t eomplete hii-:­
tory of which, written b,Y George llowlaml J<'olg-er, Esq., a foruwr pupil 
of the i,chool, it is hoped will i.<oon be presented-to the public. 

CAPT. S1•:T11 C1wFIN, horn at Nm1tncket, ,Tune 21i, li53, war; :t 111a11 of 
ni1tl:nmtetl couragt•, :u; the t'ollowmp: incident rclutml to me by hi,; grl•:tf.­
.:!ntlllldrtughtcr, l\li,;i, Emm:t V. Hallett, will abundantly exhibit. ()upt.. 
Coflin comnmmled a whalei,hip Ycry young. In 1800, in the ship 11fi11errn, 
otr .Bmzil JJ:tnks, in the capture of :i. large sperin whale, Capt. Coltin'i; 
leg was crushed, nml no one on bonrtl hnd knowlcuo·c of surgerv RHUi­
cicnt. to perform muputntiou except himr.;elf, nml he had only 1vitnesscd 
,me such a case under similar circumstances. So he called for an inr,,tru­
meut nl"ccl in ctttting in whale's blubber, and then called hi,; mate, mal, 
bracing himself np on his couch, nddre:,r,:cd his mute in this wise : " l\ly 
leg ha:'< got to come off, or I f'hall die. l know how it should be done, 
a,1-tl will i-:hnw nm how to tlo it. If roll flinch OllP whit I'll :-<l'tH.1 thif: in­
><t.rumt•nt thro1igh you. I am re:.llly. · Uegin!" And the mate did bC'gi11, 
the Pnptain instructing· him how to take np each artery, and hil" leg: w:,.I" 
:<1tn·1l. When t.lw la:-t. hnntlage ,ms properly allju1;ted hoth mett faintC'tl. 

,Tos11eA CoFFIN, EsQ., the hi1;toritm of Ncwbury, wns born nt New­
lmr,r, in the olll Collin mansion. previottsly described, on thc 12th of 
Oetober, 17!)2, antl died in the olll home of his ancestors on the :?4th of 
,June, 18fi4, aged 7:J. He wafl a r;chool tcnchC'r for numy years, number­
ing muong his pnpilF< ,John UrC'C'nleaf "'hitticr :iml Cornelius C. Felton, 
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hot h of whorn lt,1vc :spoken of their oh! tcaclwr in high tcnn,; cit" prni:-c; 
Uw 1wet owning a dclJt of gmtitnlle in a 110!,Je !H>elll. .\ls. Cotli11 wa,; 
11111<'.i.1 cuga_!!cd in :u1tit111aria11 punmit,; aud co11trilmtc1I much labor i11 
that JiehL -He pnllli,;hcd :;evcral work,,:, ,1ml wa,,: hy hi,; ncighllor,; :some­
time,; c:ille1l the "·walking Eueyclopcllia," there IJcing :'lc:u·cdy an,r ,,:nlJ­
jcd within the.range of l1t11nnn knowledge tll:lt he had uot examined, 
am! his wonderfnlly rdentini memory m:1tle him a :-;torcho11,;ti ot" 11Ht•t"ttl 
i11formatio11. 

Li:111:ETL\ ::\loTT died ::t her re:-;idl,twu 1war PhilalldJ)hi:t, on the PVCH· 
ing· of ~ov. l I, ll'iHO, at the ,td\':!IH'.ell :tg"ll of Hi ,\"l!:trH, 10 mouth" a11d :-; 
day:-. :-ilw wa:- horn in )J,111t1wkl't the third of ,J,11urnry, A. I>. l7!111, in 
.:L hon;;e which ,;tood on the ,;pot now occnpicll hy the re;;i,lence of Capt. 
Obed :-itarlmek, 011 F,tir :street. Iler father ,mh;;ec1u1..mtly built the hou,;c 
now occnpiell ]Jy ,ltulge T. C. Defriez, 11cxt ,;onth of her hirth-place1 iu 
whieh her l'arly chilli hood wa,; 1m:,;:-:ctl. ~he wa:-: a tlircct uescellll:rnt of 
I.he 1ir,-t Trbtram Cotlin on the p:ttPnwl >'hit.•, ,n11I of tlw lir,4- l'dt·r 
Folger 011 llte m:iternal side, her fatlwr he,11"i11g the 11:n11e or 'l'ho111:11> 
!'olliuawl lwr mother tl1at: of .\1111:t (Folger) Collin. 

In 18!J+, Lncrdia then heing only 11 year;; old, her parents remon•1I 
to Bo;;ton. Herc for ahout two year.~ ,,Jw attc111k1I the Bp,;ton :;chool,; 
with great advantage lo lwr..:elr." .. \.t. tlw age of t:l ,;Jw wa;; ,-cut. to a 
Fricm!:,:' Bo:tnliug School, in ll11tclw1>:-< ( •.,unty, New York, where ,;l11•. rc­
llminell three yem·,;, during the la:;t ye:11· employed a,, illl a,;:;illtaut 
teacher, which ,;J10w:; how great her proticieucy hat.I hecu. Her }.lill"l'Hts, 
mea11time, h:ttl rernoved to l'hilatlelphia, where :;he ,mh>'ei111ently joilll'll 
!hem in 180!/. Two year,; Jilter, iu lHll, at the :1ge of 11:!, .,:he wa,; united 
in wnrriage with ,J.1.11w:, :\Iott, or l'hil.Hlclphi:1, who atlcrw:tnl;; lJetmmc a 
bnsim•,;,; p,1rt11cr of her father. Thu:; early settk1l in lifo tlte woma1tl.r 
d111-k:-; ol' wife :tlld 111other dcrolved npou her, a11d were di:-chargcd with 
1me1TiHg tillelity, tive ont of ;;ix chihln·11 horn to her luwing arrived at 
matnrity ,uH] lived to the credit of their mother's excellent example. 

She was au approved minister of the Society or Friend::J, :md in 18il7, 
tool;: ,;itles with Elia,; Hicks, :111<1 was thereafter known a;; a !Iick:;itc . 

.lkr actiYe mi111.l, tlirectcll arnl t1ernlopell by the peculiar teachings 
<Jf her religions :;ect, took a willer range than had previonsly been cu;;­
t.ornnry with women, and ;;he g-:we of her !Jl':;t ottering,; to the worl1l. I 11 

all the gn•at morn! reform:< ,;he took au :wtin1 part, 1ua11ifo1>tiug a gn·al. 
inlcrnst iu the advauec111e11t of t-hc working cla,;:-:e,;, freqncutly att.ell(lillg 
lb cir incct.iHg-s, :,ml athling- ht•r te;;ti111011y to t.lw rig·Meo11Htw,;;.; or their 
ea11:-t'. :-ilw ,va:; u1111ue:;tiu11ahly the rno:;t gifted wow:w of her time, and 
11setl her gift;; with cou:;mHmatc wi;;tlom. A::; :i :,;piritnal, rnoml aml iu­
t ellcctn:il force of the nineteenth eontury she httll no ,;uperior the world 
oYcl". Her power of ,.;peech was nlrno;;t tlivine; her "word;; were gold 
coincll ill the mint of a royal rnind ;" whatever her hand tonclle<l, it 
blc;;;;etl; whatever her warm ,.;ympathy became attached to, grew Ju 
,;taturc :tll() comclinc:;,;. She Wtt,; the ])right rnornil1g :,tar of iutcllectual 
rreedom in America, and ;;he helpetl !Jrcnk the ehains whieh IJ011ml a 
race in physical :;In very. Bnt for the fact that her 1lcath was to lml'e 
hm•lJ expected, the a111101111ccment wonhl h:we ;;prca.tl a g·loo111 t,hroughont 
l.lw houml,; of <:ivilizatiou. The illol of to-day may crowd the hero of 
xe:;tenlay from the ~peech of mankiml; bnt· the life of Lucrcthi ?.lott 
ha;; left au inilnence upon the world which time cannot tle:;troy or ctlhcc; 
and, ,,;o long n,; t.here i~ left a chord in the heart of hmrnmity which bents 
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rc8po1wively to the 'trnih nrnl purity of her life, i,:o long will thl'rn Jw pil­
grim>' jomneying to her tomh to llrop thereon in mingfoll profu:-io11 whitl, 
tlowen; and tear~. 

Pmw . .JAMES lIE:SHY COl'fl.K, LL. D., wa,; horn :it ,vmhi111;,;h11rg·, lll'Hl' 
Northampton, J\lai<,.:., Sept. Ii, 1Hflli, :md wa,: sixty-;:ix .Y<':tl'f: mid Hn· 
111onthi; old at the time of hi1< lkal.h. Being ld't 11 poor orphan, he went 
lo live with his uncle, the Rev. i\lo..;cs Hallock, nmlcr whose care lw ,hu,; 
.cclucatcd. Ile graduated at Amhcr;;t ( 'ollege in 1828. After len.vh1~· 
,college he en<raged in teaching in J\la;;,.:aehu~ct.t,:, entering 11po11 :1. 1m~~ 
fcsr;ion in which he continued until the dn.y ofl1is death. lll' er;tahlii,,hetl 
-one of the fir;;t manna] labor >'chools in the couutry, at Grccnfieltl, i\lai',.:., 
which wn,-; known a;; the J<'cllcnbcrg Academy. LeaYing Greenfield in 
18:17, he went to Ogdcn~bnrg, N. Y., to take charge of a 1<cltool there. 
llcre he rcmnined hll 18H!J. His scientific life date:< from thi;; time. Here 
he became iutcrc;:;ted in i\letcorology. 1n 18,l!I he ll'ft Og1lc11,-,Jmrg to h<-·­
-co111c 1t tutor in Willi;11111< ( 'olk,ge, where he n•11111im·d Jh·c ycnr:-:. I h·rc 
he pnbli1<hed n work on the mode of calculating: ;;ohtr :md l111111r <-•elip:-:c,-. 
wh.ich war-; (•xtcn;;in,1,r n><cd. l>m"iilg tlw 1-'amc pcric)(] he deYi:-:(•d t.11(· 

ercctihu and 1<11pcriutemlcd the building of Ole Urcylock Ob:,:mTatory on 
8mltlle Mountain. lll this observatory he placed the tinit comhint•d, :;elf­

. rcgii<tcring instrument to determine the tlircetion, nlocit.r and moistun• 
oCwiml;;, cYcr coni,trnctetl. An im11rovcd in:,tnunent for the i<amc p11r-
11ose lie recently presented to the Ol1i::ervatory nt CordoYa, Buenos A,rrcfl . 
.Lcttving Williams College in 18-!H, he spent. three Yl'Hn; in teachi11g· HI" 
.Norwalk, Conn. ln 1844 :m acqnninfanecship beg:111, which coutinill'd 
up to the time of the rebellion, between the l'rofoHHor and ( 'apt. )I. F. 
;\J:inry, U. S. N. Capt. l\famy is well known for his investig·:1Uo11,.; into 
the f'nbjcct of oceanic currents and winds. .In 18.J.G Prof. Collin accl'pfrcJ 
l-he position of l'rof(isi::or of J\lathcmatief' i11 1,alityl'ttc College, awl for 
iwcut.y-;;twcu yc:tr:,; hi;; lifo has hccn i,,pent in Ea:,;ton. A;; l'iofc,::;:or of 
;\1:tthematics at Lafayette, Dr. Collin won much celebrity, but his name 
will, perhaps, be more widely known throughout the country ns a con­
tributor to the reports of the Smithsonian Institution, :md for his invci,­
f.igations on the subject of winds and atmospheric changes. In this 1ieltl 
he W!lf-1 n. pioneer. Twenty-two years ag·o tl1e Smithsonian Institution 
published a large quarto volume of Prof. Collin's, on the Windf:' of t.hc· 
Northern Hemisphere. For some yc:trs he was engaged on anotlwr 
work, wliich at, the time of hii; tlcath was nearly ready for puhlication. 
This volume was a trmitise 011 the" ,vimls of the UlolJc." Ii;suetl hy 
Rmithf'onian Institution, 1876-pages 781 ; :!ll plates, the larg-ci-:1; mtmei·­
ical tables ever issnctl from the American pres:<. Among hi;; more 
important rnttthcmntical works arc a "Treatise on Solar aud L1.111a1· 
Eclipses," a work 011 the "l\Icteoric Fire-ball of ;July, 1860," "Astro­
nomical Tables," " Conic Sections," and " Analytical Geometry." 

The merits and learning of J>r. Collin were uot 1111rccog-11i.r.c1l. Ill· 
wn:,; 01m of t.hc fir;:t elected mcm!Jcr;, or the National Ac:tt!cmv of 8cic1we. 
anti wns :t prominent member of the Americ:m .A:,;soci:itiou•·ror tl!c A<l~ 
vanccnwnt of Science, at whose Jnl'ctings he frequently rend paper:;: 011 

meteorological subjects. At the time of hi;; death, on the i-ixth of FelJ­
rnary, 187il, he was an elder in the Brainerd Church. Ile united with 
the church at nu early age, and livcll :t sincere and llevont chriRtinn. 

CAPT. REUnE::-. COFFIN", o!Athcw,, N. Y., was in comnmnd of stemucr 
Seth. /.,ow, dming the war of the Rebellion, chartered tot.ow from New 
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York to ,fames m,,er the J.lfo11itoi·, with onlen; to vrocced with all pos;-;i­
hlc dispatch. \Vhen running down the coaHt with the J.lfrmitoi· in tow, a 
heaYy fog set in with n hcnsy sea. The United States officers on board 
in co1111mtnd of the _]fonito1· wnntCLl Captain Coftin, of the Lou•, to ca;-;f 
a»chor, as the lend showed they were shoaling their water and might get 
ashore. C:tptnin Coffin toltl the orticers he would nm oft' shore anll that 
would give more water, that his orders were to proceed with all possible 
llh;patch, am\ he was not going to stop unle:;s compelled to, and kept on 
his conr:;e, am\ reached his de,;tination during the night previous to the 
J'n111011s li 0 ·ht between the J.llon-ito1· nnd 1lfc1·ri·11uwk. .Nc,·er lrnd :111y 
:ttTiYal pri\'(Jd more fortunate. The J.l[u11itor saycd the lml:mcc or tho 
United ::ltates fleet not already cle:-;troyed. Thios act of Captain Collin iu 
keeping on his conrse against the prote;,t:-; of the United States ollicen, 
t1avcd many valuable live;;, anti the goyernmcnt millions of money. 

'l'HE OOPL1'!N ·OU.A1' Of1' _,1J(j_Jf;,'. 

Heraldry h:t:s a language all its own, the sig·niticance of which no1H' 
lmt careful stntlents who hayc made it a specialty will pretend to abi;o­
luto accurncy in its exposition. llrietly stated, it i:-; the science of con­
ventional distinctions impresi;ed on shicltls or banners, and i,; bol:h 
national aml personal. The latter treats of hearings belonging to imli­
Yilluals either in their own or heredit:1ry right. The Coftins luwe alway/> 
claimed Coat Armour in hereditary rig·ht. Thnt lmmch <.lescemletl from 
Nathaniel Cotliu, father of Allmir:i.l Sli· 1snac, inherit the right through 
tlw J\(lmiral';; grant, Ull(l arc 1111q11estionahly c·ntitletl to wear hi;; Coat of' 
Arni::<, !Jut thb llill'l!rs c,;scntially in ii,; l'lllbla:r.onmcut t'ro111 the mon· 
ancient onci;. 

Authoritict:1 upon English heraldry give, as IJclonging l:o the Collin:; 
of l)cyonshirc, n description which, in its combination, is unlike tlll:)' 
other family benrings, aml eonsii;ts of Bezants and Cros::;-Crosslcts. 
\Vhile they differ as to ortlcr of arrangement and combination, the mnn­
bcr of Bcz:mts is never less than three nor more than four, anll the 
Cross-Crosslctti vary from fi\'e upward to a ,;cmec which is an indefinite 
co1wcnicnt nnmber. 

The Be:.mnt:; arc a roundlc· representing the ancient gold coiu of 
Byznutium, current in England from the tenth century to the time of 
Edward Ill., nntl was probably introduced into coat armour by the cru­
saders. The white rnundlc exhibited upon Admiral Sir Isaac's Arms, i;; 
of silver, and is usually callcll a plate, although there were sih·er be:r.anb 
used ns coin. The Cross-Cros,;lets arc Crosses crossed on ench arm. 

The Cre:-;tr,: nml l\lottoci:; arc of quite modern origin. 


