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CARPENTER F .A]IIL Y OF PENNSYLVANIA. 

The persecution of Friends in England commenced a.bout the 
year 1G48, and reached its height during the reign of Charles II., 
when the prisons were filled with victims, without regard to se:x, age 
or condition, and shiploads were banished from the Kingdom. The 
large acce!iBion of an industrious and thrifty population to the Island 
of B:i.rbadoes, through this cause, speedily developed its natural re
sources, and induced others voluntarily to repair thither. Among 
them, it is believed, was Samuel Carpenter. 

The time of his arrival can only be conjectured. He was born in 
1650, fifteen years prior to the general banishment of 1664-5. Ac
cording to Besse, in 1673, he suffered (in Barbadoes) considerably in 
distraints for refusing to bear arms. 

He had then reached his twenty-third year; and it is quite proba
ble that this difficulty with the authorities occurred soon after his 
arrival The opinion that he voluntarily repaired to Barbadoes is 
fortified by the circumstance of his possessing ample wealth; for had 
he been proscribed (as in the case of Charles Lloyd and others) his 
property, most likely, would have been placed under pr1Bmunire. * 

It is a matter of history that many Friends accumulated great 
wealth, with which came in.tluence a.nd social position. They became, 
not unfrequently, the associates and rivals of nobles and statesmen; 
they found themselves in great assemblies, sitting at the side of dig
nitaries of the Church, who bad seats in the House of Lords, and 
participated in national legiidation. 

Their property was in real estate, or such personal etl'ects as at
tracted the eye of the tax-gathererR, and easily subjected to distraint. 
The Friends by their principles were bound to resist the payment of 
tithes and the performance of military duty, and did so to the damage 
of their worldly estates, and too often personal liberty. Samuel Car
penter joined William Penn; in Philadelphia, 1682, where, in addition 
to many responsible official duties, he engaged largely in foreign 
commerce. He died at his original mansion,t in King (now Water) 

• Introducing or acknowledipng a higher power in the land, and creating im
perium in imperio, by paying that obedience to Papa.I authority which belonged 
to the King. It was charged that 1''riende acknowledged allegiance to spiritual 
convictions, rather than kingly authority. The penalty placed the offender out 
of the King'R protection, his. poHReesion11 were forfeited to the King, and his body 
remained in prison at the Kmg's pleARure, or during life. 

t This house wa11 11ubseq•1ently occupied by his son Sawuel. 
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Street, April 10, 1714, in the 64th year of his age. Samuel Carpen
ter is referred to in terms of regard by William Penn, in a letter 
adqressed, in 1684, to Thomas Lloyd, President of Council of State. 
He was one of the Trustees of Public Schools, established by 
Friends in Philadelphia, in 1689, and also a Member of the Provin
cial Assembly. In 1701 Penn appointed him :Member of the Coun
cil of State. He appears to have been constantly employed with pub
lic affairs, either as member of the General Assembly, Council of State, 
or Treasurer of the Province. The following notice of his death is 
taken from" PRoun's HISTORY OF PENNSYLVANIA.'' 

"In the year 1714, died Samuel Carpenter, the Treasurer of the 
Province, who was succeeded in office by Samuel Preston. Samuel 
Carpenter arrived early in the Province,· and was one of the most 
considerable traders and settlers of PennsY]vania, where he held for 
many years some of the greatest offices in the government, and 
throughout great variety of busineBB presened the love and esteem 
of a large and extensive acquaintance. His great abilities, activity 
and beneYolent disposition of mind in dh-ers capacities, but wore 
particularly among the ' Friends,' are said to ba,·e rendered him a 
very useful and valuable member, not only of that :religious society, 
but also of the community in general." 

There is no way of ascertaining the extent of his possessions, but 
the following items are incidentally alluded to in Watson's Annals. 

1. A large property now covered by the town of Bristol, Pa., with 
extensive saw and grist mills. 

2. The " Slate Ruof House " on Second Street·, Philadelphia. 
Governor Penn resided in this house in 1700, and it was afterwards 
owned by William Trent, the founder of Trenton. John, the eldest 
son of William Penn, was born here. In 1696 the Assembly of the 
Province met in this house. It was subsequently occupied by the 
officers of tLe 42d Highlanders, and also by those of the lioyal Irish. 
Baron de Kalb, who fell at the battle of Camden, S. C., during the 
Revolution, was an inmate. Governor Forbes, the associate of Gene
ral Braddock, died here. In 1868 the old mansion was demolished, 
and its site occupied by the Commercial Exchange. 

3. Certain lots on the north side of Market Street, Philadelphia, 
and reaching- half way to Arch Street, bounded at extremities by the 
Delaware River and Wood Street. 

4. He was joint proprietor, with William Penn, of a grist mill on 
the site of Chester-tl.Je third mill in the province. 

5. A lot extending from the river to Second Street, and from Nor-
rie Alley to Walnut. · 

6. A crane, bakery, and mansion house on the wharf. Also a 
store-house and grocery, and a tavern called the " Globe." 

7. Half of a mill at Darby, and a saw-mill, with a pond covering 300 
acres. 

8. Five thousand acres in Poquaseing Creek, fifteen miles from 
Philadelphia. 

9. The island in Delaware River, opposite Brietol-350 acres. 
10. An estate of 380 aci-es, called "8epviser Plantation," a part 

of Fairhill, at the north end of Philadelphia. 
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11. One thousand acres of land in Pilesgrove, Salem County, N. J., 
part of which he sold in 1700 to John Wood. 

12. Fifty acres in New Jerse~·, opposite Philadelphia. 
13. Six hundred acres in New Jersey, on the river, bounded in 

part by south branch of Timber Creek. 
14. Eleven hundred acres in Elsinborough. Salem County, N. J., 

situated near the Swede's Fort. The farm now owned by Clement 
Hall is part of this tract. The original purchase was made in 1696. 

15. Three-ei.""tteenths of five thousand acres of la.nd, and a mine. 
called Pickering's Mine. 

16. A coffee house (at or near Walnut and Front Streets, Phila
delphia,) and scales. 

He was actively engaged in foreign commerce, and owner in full 
or part of numerous veBBele trading to the West Indies, and various 
parts of the world. 

On the 12th October, 1684, Samuel Carpenter, Sen., married Han
nah Hardiman, a native of Haverford, West South Wales, Great 
Britain. She was born in 1646, and having joined the Society of 
Friends, emigrated to Pennsylvania, where she became a minister of 
that persuasion. She died May 24, 1728, aged 82 years. A memoir 
of her character and services, published in Bevan's Collection of 
Memoirs, speaks of her as a most exemplary woman. 

" Hannah Carpenter was born in Haverford-West, South Wales, 
where she was convinced of the principles of Friends, and where, it· 
is said, she became very serviceable to those who were in bonds for 
Christ's sake. After her settlement in Pennsylvania, she was united 
in marriage to Samuel Carpenter, of Philadelphia, a Friend of con
siderable influence in the Province. Her Gospel ministry was 
attended with much Divine sweetness, and was truly acceptable and 
edifying. 

She was a tender, nursing mother in the Church, and a bright 
example of Christian meekness. 'Her decease took place in 1728, 
at the advanced age of eighty-two years."-BownEN's liisTOBY or 
FJIIESDS IN AMERICA. 

The following extract from an article in Philadelphia. Commercial 
List, published a few years since, speaks more particula.rly of Samuel 
Carpenter as a merchant: 

SAMUEL CilPE?-."TER. 

The curious view of Philadelphia, by Peter Cooper, which hangs 
in the Philadelphia Library, and is supposed to have been painted 
about the year 1714, contains, as a conspicuous object, the store
house of Samuel Carpenter, situate upon the wharf, below Chestnut 
8treet. 

" Carpenter's Stairs," nearly opposite, was a passage from Front 
Street to what was then called King Street, but which, since the 
Itevolutiona~· war, has been called Water Street. Carpenter's "°no.rf 
waH a well-known landmark among the drab-coated men who came 
over with Penn, and Samuel Carpenter has literally the distinction 
of having been one of our first merchants. It is impossible at this 
time to give much information in relation to the state of our com-
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merce during the period between the settlement of the city, in 1682, 
and the death of Samuel Carpenter, in 1714; but all accounts agree 
that Carpenter was the most successful merchant of his time. Com
merce was then most confined to coasting trade, witli greater voy
ages occasionally to the English West India Islands. Barbadoes and 
Jamaica were the principal points of intercourse, and from these 
islands came many of the settlers, whose blood still courses through 
our Philadelphia families. 

Our exports were mostly agricultural products, in whisih grain, 
flour and tobacco held a large proportion. 

Skins and furs were important articles of trade also. Ships were 
then more plentiful than they are now; but these ships were small 
craft of from one hUD.dred to two hundred tons burthen. There was 
much danger from pirates, even in the short voyages which those 
vessels made, and the names of Kidd and Blackbeard are yet remem
bered 

Joshua, brother of Samuel Carpenter, built Grreme Hall, where, in 
1856, stood the Philadelphia Arcade. 

He was one of Penn's commissioners for the sale of property, and 
in 1708 represented the city of Philadelphia in the Provincial 
Assembly. He was also one of the first Aldermen appointed under 
the charter of 1701. His burial place was the centre of what is now 
known as Washington Square. Joshua was an Episcopalian. He is 
said to have removed to Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. Some of 
his descendants settled in Western Pennsylvania, and others in Kent 
County, Delaware. 

CHILDREN 01" SAMUEL AND HANNAH CARPENTER. 

L-Ha.nnah, born 1686, married William Tishbourne, 1701, and 
died 1742. Her husband was mayor of Philadelphia, 1719-1720. 

Il.-Samuel (2d), born in Philadelphia, February 9, 1688; married 
Hannah, daughter of Samuel Preston (and granddaughter of Thomas 
Lloyd), 1711. She was born 1693 and died 1772. . 

III.-Joshua; died in infancv. 
IV.-John; born 1690; married, Ann Hoskins, 17ll, and died 

1724. His wife died 1719. (The descent of this branch is given 
elsewhere.) 

V.-REBECCA, born 1692, rued 171~{. 
VJ.-A1m,uuM, died 1702. 

DESCENT 01" SAMUEL CA1lPENTER, ltJNIOJ\. 

8Ac11UEL CARPE~TER, JR., was a merchant of Philadelphia, and 
employed in the affairs of ProYincial Government. He married 
Ho.nnah Preston, 1711, and left five children-Samuel, Rachel, 
Preston, Hannah and Thomas. 

!.-SAMUEL (3d), died in Jamaica, 1747, leaving three children
Samuel, Hannah and Thomas. He was a merchant, residing in 
Kingston. Hie two sons were educated in Edinburgh, and died in 
Kingston. Thomas left nine children-four boys and five girls. 

II.-RAcHU., born 1716, died 1794; unmarried. 
m.--PRESTON, born 1721; died October 20th, 1785. He married, 
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1742, Hannah, daughter of Samuel Smith, of Salem County, N. J. 
She was born 1723. He married, secondly, Hannah Mason, but left 
no heirs. 

IV.-HA:i,."NAH, married Samuel Shoemaker, 1746, and died 1766. 
V.-THollWI, died 1770, unmarried. 

DF.sCENT OF PRESTON AND HANNAH CARPENTER. 

1, Hannah. 2, Samuel Preston. 3, Elizabeth. 4, Rachel, died 
young. 5, Mary. 6, Thomas. 7, William. 8, l\Iargaret. 9, John, 
died young. lU. !\Iartha, 

HANNAH CARPENTER, daughter of Preston a.nd Hannah Carpenter, 
born 1743, and died 1820, married Charles Ellet, 1768, of New 
Jersey. 

IlL-ELIZAllETB CARPENTER, daughter of Prest.on and Hannah Car
penter, married Ezra Firth, of Salem County, N. J. 

lliRY CARPENTER, daughter of Preston and Hannah Carpenter, mar
ried Samuel Tonkins. She was born 1750, a.nd died 1821. 

VI.-THo:ws CARPESTER, son of Preston and Hannah Carpenter, 
born 1752. Married Mary Tonkins, and left Edward, who was born 
1776, and married Sarah, daughter of James Stratton, M.D., of 
Swedesborough, sister of Ex-Governor Charles C. Stratton. Edward 
Carpenter died 1813, and left-

1. Thomas P. Carpenter (died 1876), Counselor at Law, and Ex
Justice New JerRey Supreme Court. Married Rebecca., daughter of 
Dr. Samuel Hopkins, of Philadelphia. Children: Susan, Mary, Anna 
S., Thomas P. and James H. Ca,rpenter. 

2. Mary T. Carpenter, married Richard W. Howell, Counselor of 
Supreme Court, New Jersey. 

3. James S. Carpenter, married Camilla Sanderson. Heirs: John 
T., Sarah S., Sophia C., Cornelia M., James E. and Preston, Camilla, 
Mary H., Richard H. . 

4. Samuel T. Carpenter, married Frances Champlain, of Connecti
cut. Heirs: Samuel C. B. and Frances Mary, and others (five) by 
second wife, Emily Thompson. 

5. Edward Carpenter, married Anna Maria Howe. Heirs: Lewis 
H., Colonel U. S. A., James E., Sarah C., Mary H., Casper W. and 
Thomas P. and Charles C. S., Henrietta H. 

VII.-WILLI.ut CARPENTER, son of Preston and Hannah Carpenter, 
born 1754, died 1837. Married, first, Elizabeth Wyatt (born 1764, 
died 1790). Their children were: 1. Mary Wyatt, born 1783, died 
1836. (She married James Hunt, of Penna., and left two sons, John 
and William, and daughters, Mary, Naomi and Hannah.) 2. Han
nah, born 1785, died young. 

William Carpenter married secondly, 1801, Mary Redman, born 
1779, and died 1846; Their heirs: 

1. William, married first, Hannah Scull, and secondly Phebe 
Warren. 

2. John Redman, unmarried. He was a young man of unusual 
talents, and at the time of his death (1833) Cashier of the Branch 
Bank of the United States, at Buffalo, N. Y. 

8. Rachel R., married Charles Sheppard. Heirs: William C. (who 
married Hannah E. Tornes), and John R. C. 
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4. Hannah, died young. 
5. Samuel Preston Carpenter, married Hannah, daughter of Ben

jamin and So.rah W. Acton. Heirs: John Redman Carpenter (mar
ried Mary C., daughter of Joseph B. Thompson.) (Heirs: Preston 
and Elizabeth.) Sarah Wyatt (married Richard H. Rt:eves). (Heirs: 
Augustus, Hannah, Mary and Alice.) Samuel Preston, Jr. (wan-ied 
Rebecca Bassett). (Heir: Benjamin K.) William Samuel P. Car
penter, married secondly, Sarah Sheppard. 

VIII.-llargaret Carpenter, daughter of Preston and Hannah 
Carpenter, married James M. Woodnutt, of Salem County, N. J. 

X.-MARTBA CABPENTER, daughter of Preston and Hannah Carpen
ter, married Joseph Reeves, of Salem County, N. J. Heirs: Samuel, 
Milicent, Joseph and Mary. (Samuel married Achsah Stratten, 
Milicent married Jos. Owens.) 
DESCENDANTS OF JOHN CARPENTER (SECOND BON OF BA.'MUEL CARl'ENTEll, SEN.) 

Jon CARPENTER married Anne, daughter of Richard and Esther 
Hoskins, 11 mo. 11, 1710. Richard Hoskins was " an eminent phy
sician and minister of the Gospel" He died in England on a visit, 
about 1700. His wife died in Philadelphia, in 1698. He left several 
daughters. 

Martha Carpenter, daughter of John and Anne, married in Phila
delphia, Reese Mtredith, March 23, 1738. Reese was the son of 
Reese, of Radnorshire, Wales. He produced a certificate dated 2d 
mo., 1730, from the monthly meeting in Leominster, Hereford Coun
ty, Great Britain, of his right of membership among Friends. Died 
in Philadelphia, November 17, 1778, aged about 70. His wife died 
8 mo. 26, 1769. He was a shipping merchant lar~ely in trade. 
Their children were: Samuel, married Margaret CAdwallader. .Anne, 
married Henry Hill, merchant. Elizabetli, married George Clymer • 

. George Clymer was born in Philadelphia, June 10, 1739. 
ADDENDA TO TB£ CABPENTER J'AllILY, 

According to J. Smith's collection of Memorials, " Samuel Carpen
ter came to Philadelphia from Barbadoes in 1683. The tradition 
among the oldest of his descendants is that he came from Engll\Dd. 
It is therefore probable that be was a native of that country, but had 
resided awhile in Barbo.does, for the purposes of trade. Of his parent
age and early history nothing is now known. His papers appear to 
have been entirely lost, and the few facts relating to his life which 
are here collected have been gleaned from the :HSS. of his con
temporaries. 

J onu R. Carpenter, in his MSS. collection, says: 
" The following particulars, few and imperfect, are all that I have 

been able to obtain, after much research and inquiry, of the life of my 
ancestor Samuel Carpenter." 

The "Globe Tavern," owned by Samuel Carpenter, was in after
times called '' Peg Mullins' Beef Steak House." It was on the west 
side of Water Street, corner of Wilcox's Alley. The late age<l Col 
Morris says it was the fashionable house of his youthful days. Gov. 
Hamilton and other Governors held their Clubs here, and here the 
Freemasons met, and most of the l'ublic parties and societies, 
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Samuel Carpenter (2d) wa.s born 9th Febrnary, 1688, and died 
Nov., 1748, aged 60 years. 

Preston Carpenter, second son of Samuel Carpenter 2d, married 
Hannah, daughter of Samuel and Hannah Smith, and granddaughter 
of John Smith, of Hedgefield, Salem County, New Jersey. 

In 1693 Samuel Carpenter was one of the members of the Provin
cial Assembly, but when elected, or how long he served, is uncertain. 

In 1697 he was one of the Governor's Council of State, and con
tinued to serve in that capacity until his death, 1714. At that time, 
and for several ~·ears previous, be wns Treasurer of the Pronncc. 
Gov. Penn and bis deputies for many yea.rs sustained a violent and 
able opposition from a numerous party in the Provincial Assembly, 
who demanded a more democratic form of Government than the 
Executive thought proper to allow. 

JOSBUA CARPENTER. 

"So far as I have been able to ascertain, Samuel Carpenter was 
accompanied by but one of his family-a brother named Joshua
when he came to Pennsylvania. Joshua was a member of the Church 
of England. His wife's name was Elizabeth. They resided iu 
Philadelphia, and left one or more children. 

Some of his descendants resided near Dover, Delaware, one of 
whom had in his possession several old family portraits which had 
belonged to Joshua Carpenter. He (Joshua) built that ancient house 
which until recently stood in the rear of Judge Tilghman's residence 
on Chestnut Street, and was known as Grreme Hall. It was intended 
as Joshua Carpenter's summer residence. The Arcade was sub•se
quently erected on the site of this mansion. 

It is claimed by the Carpenters of Elsenboro, Salem Co., N. J., 
that William Carpenter, grandson of Joshua, removed to Salem 
County about the year 1750, where he married Mary, daughter of 
Jeremiah Powell, who left four children-Mary, ,vmiam, Powell and 
Abigail. Mary married Job Ware; William, Elizabeth Ware; fow
ell, Eliza Slaughter (and secondly, her sister, Ann Slaughter); Abi
gail married Edward Hancock. Powell was wounded at the mas
sacre by the British, at Hancock's Bridge, Salom County, during the 
Revolution of 1776. William Carpenter, the head of this branch, 
was an Episcopalian, and buried in St. John's Episcopal Church
yard, Salem. 

ABRAHAM CAJlPENTER. 

The following- is a copy of a letter written by J. E. Carpenter, 710 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia, .May 2d, 1879, to Charles Perrin Smith, 
Esq.: 

TRENTON, N. J. 
MY DEAR S1R.-I have just found some valuable material to a1Sist 

in locating the family of our ancestor, Samuel Carpenter, in the old 
country. I had known before that Samuel and Joshua Carpenter 
had a brother Abraham, who was with them here in Phihi.delphia, 
but whether he was. permanently a resident of Philadelphia, or 
:whether he died here, I did not know. Recently, in making some 
mvestigations in the office of Register of Wills, of this city, I found 
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the Waz of Abraham Carpenter. Most fortunately, it gives more in·• 
formation respecting the members of the family in England than 
any authentic document in existence that I know of. The following 
are briefly some of. its provisions: 

It is called the Will of Abraham Carpenter, Merchant. He leaves 
all of his estate to hie brother Samuel, and hie brother Samuel's son 
Samuel, in trust to pay legacies, &c. 

A legacy is left to his sister Mary (widow)·in Lambeth, England. 
A legacy to Damaris, wife of David Hunt, of the borough of South

wark, his sister. 
A legacy to the children of bis brother, John Carpenter, late of 

Horsham, in SusseL 
A legacy to his cousin (perhaps a grand-niece, as the term is used 

in another })lace in his Will in this sense) Susanna, daughter of John 
and Ann Welch, of Southwark. (Ann Welch was perhaps the 
daughter of his sister Damaris Hunt.) 

A legacy to the ehildren of his sister Deborah Jupp, deceased. 
A legacy to the children of his sister Mary. 
A legacy to the children of his sister Damaris. 
A legacy to his kinsman, Thomas Mitchell 
A legacy to his cousin; Robert Story, to be paid when twenty-one 

years of age, or married. 
Robert ~tory was the son of Enoch Story, who married Sarah, the 

daughter of Joshua Carpenter. He was therefore the son of Abra
ham Carpenter's niece, or what is now termed a grand-nephew. 

A legacy to his cousin, Sarah Fishbourn, when 21 or married. 
(Sarah Fishbourn was probably the daughter of William Fishboum, 
who married Hannah, daughter of Samuel Carpenter, Sen'r, and the 
same relationship appears a grand-nieee, and evidently this is !he 
case, because all of these cousins are minors.) 

A legacy to Samuel, son of his brother Joshua. 
A legacy to Samuel and John, eons of his brother Samuel. 
A legacy to his brother Joshua. 
A legacy to Hannah Hardiman. (She was probably a daughter of 

Benjamin Hardiman, brother of H11.nnab Hardiman, who married 
oamuel Carpenter, Sen'r. 

A legacy to his sister-in-law Elizabeth, wife of his brother Joshua. 
A legacy to HaD.Dah, wife of his brother, Samuel Carpenter, Sen'r. 
His negro woman, Hagar, to live with his brother Samuel and his 

wife, and her son Ishmael shall live with her; gives Ishmael to his 
brother Samuel; appoints his brother Samuel and his brother Sam
uel's son, Samuel, Executors. Dated March 27, 1708. Registered 
Philadelphia Will Book, C, p. 87. Proved April 14, 1708. 

You will observe that the relationship is proved in every particular, 
the names of brothers, brothers' wives and childreu correspond exactly, 
and the names of Hardiman, Fish bourn and Story, make it impossible 
that he could belong to any other family thnn our own; but having 
started this rich mine of information, I was curious to follow the clue, 
and so searched for and found the Will of Joshua Carpenter. 

It is called the Will of ,Joi.hue. Carpenter, Brewer, and makes the 
following provisions: 
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A legacy to his grandson, Robert Story, the son of his daughter 
Sarah, to be paid him at twenty-oue years of age. 

A legacy to his grand-daughter, Patience Story, daughter of his 
daughter Sarah, to be paid her at eighteen, or at her marriage. 

A legacy of one shilling to his son-in-law, Enoch Story. 
A legacy to each of his sisters Mary and Damaris, near London, 

in Great Britain, to be remitted to them, if they then be living. 
A legacy to his cousin, Anne Busfil, and to her children, ,villiam, 

Mary, Mercy and Joshua Busfil, each to be paid when sons are 21, 
and daughters 18, or married. 

A legacy to his cousins Abraham and Thomas Mitchell, and residue 
to his wife, Elizabeth. 

Dated Aug. 27, 1720. Proved Aug. 2, 1722. Registered at Phila
delphia in Book of Wills, D, p. 325. 

You have probably seen the Will of Samuel Carpenter, the elder. 
It mentions his brother Joshua, but makes no mention of Abraham, 
who died before him. In fact, his entire estate being divided among 
his widow and children, he makes no mention whatever of his col
lateral relatives. and only mentions his brother Joshua's name as 
owning a lot adjoining his property, in describing the boundaries of 
the property devised. 

Yours very truly, (Signed) J. E. CARPENTER.. 
Descendants of Thomas Carpenter, of Carpenter's Landing, N. J., 

(son of Preston, whose only son Edward married Sarah Stratton.) 
DESCENT.-Samuel (1), Samuel (:t), Preston, Thomas, Edward. 
Edward Carpenter, son of Thomas Carpenter, of Carpenter Land

ing, N. J., and a lineal descendant of the fifth generation of Samuel 
Carpenter, ::Sen'r, of Philadelphia. Treasurer of the Province of 
Pennsylvania, Member of the Provincial Assembly, Commissioner of 
Gov. Penn during his absence in England, etc. Married Sarah, 
daughter of James Stratton, M.J;), of Swedesborough, Gloucester, 
County, New Jersey. 

Thomas Carpenter, the father of Edward above-named, although 
born and educated a Quaker, served as an officer in the New Jersey 
line during the Revolution of 1776, holding the rank of Paymaster 
and Commissary. He was present at the battles of Assanpink and 
Princeton, and the companion of Gen'l Mercer the night before the 
battle in which the latter was killed. (MSS. of J. E. C.) He waB at 
Red Bank immediately after the close of the battle, and aided in tak
ing care of the wounded Hessian General Count Dunop. 

Washington was greatly indebted to CommiBBary Carpenter for the 
subsistence of his army while -in winter quarters at Morristown, New 
Jersey. ProvisionR and forage were chiefly drawn from South Jer
sey on sledges during that eventful period by Commissary Carpenter, 
escorted by a body of dragoons. He collected the supplies mostly 
from the counties of Gloucester, Salem and Cumberland. (MSS. 
J.E. C.) 

Ed ward Carpenter married Sarah Stratton Sept. 5, 1799. He re
sided at Glassboro, New Jersey, where he succeeded to biR father's 
interest in the Glass Works, now (1879) owned bv T. H. Whitney & 
Bros., which be retained until his death, March 13, 1813. His 
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widow survived until February 12, 1852. Upon her devolved the 
task of educating her five children. She inherited the fine qualities 
of her father, Dr. James Stratton. She was a strict disciplinarian, an 
exemplary Christian, and possessed great strength of character. 

After her husband's demise, she removed with her family to Wood
bury, and subsequently to Carpenter's Landing, where she remained 
at the head of her father-in-law's house until he died, in 1847, when 
the mansion was sold. 

The · remainder of her life was divided among her children. She 
died at the residence of her son, Edward Carpenter, in Philadelphia, 
and was buried with her husband in the old graveyard, Trinity 
Church, Swedesborough. Their children were, 1. Thomas Preston 
Carpenter, bom April 19, 1804; married, Nov. 19, 1839, Rebecca 
Fopkins, daughter of Samuel Hopkins, M.D. 

He received a liberal education and was admitted to the Bar of 
New Jersey, where he attained deservedly high eminence. 

He was appointed Justice of the Supreme Court of New Jersey 
duriDg Geo. Stratton's official term. At the close of his official term, 
Judge Carpenter removed to Camden, where he continued in the 
practice of his profession until his demise, March 2d, 1876. Judge 
Carpenter was a prominent member of the Episcopal Church, and 
for many years represented the Diocese in which he lived as a Dt!le
gate to the General Convention. He was noted for many accomplish
ments, geniu.l manners and pleasing add.re&& His wife survives him 
(187!.I). Their children, 

1. Susan Mary Carpenter, born Aug. 4, 1840. 
2. Anna Stratton Carpenter, born June 10th, 1843; died Dec. 13, 

1869. 
3. Thomas Preston Carpenter, born Sept. 23, 1846; died Aug. 25, 

1848. 
4. James Hopkins Carpenter, born Nov. 18, 1849. 
2. Mary Tonkin Carpenter, second child of Edward and Sarah 

Carpenter, born Sept. 14, 1805; married, March 24, 1830, Richard W. 
Howell, of Camden, N. J., a lawyer of ability and eminence. He was 
the son of Col. -- Howellt of "Fancy Hill" Richard W. Howell 
died Aug. 12th, 1859, and was interred in the cemetery at Camden. 
Mrs. Howell still survives (1879). Her children are: 

1. John Pascall Howell, born 1831, died 1842. 
2. Edward Carpenter Howell, born 1833, died 1834. 
3. Samuel Bedell Howell, born 1834; married Maria Neill and has 

several children. 
4. Charles Stratton Howell, born 1837 (unmarried). 
5. Richard H. 0. Howell, born 1840, died 1850. 
6. Joshua Ladd Howell, born 1842; married Mary E. Savage, and 

has a child. 
7. Thomas James Howell, born Oct. 10, 1844; killed in battle of 

"Gaines Mills," Virginia, June 27, 1802. He was Lieutenant in 
Company I; went throuµ-h all the fight uninjured, and acted with 
great bravery. But after his regiment came out of the woods and 
was forming to cross tLe bridge, he was struck by a chance and 
nearly spent cannon ball, which went clear through him, killing him 
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instantly. The Lieutenant was in his eighteenth year, and a talented 
and worthy young man. (New Jersey and the Rebellion.) 

8. Anna Howell, born Sept. 12, 1846; married Malcom Lloyd, Esq., 
and has children. 

9. Francis Lee Howell, born 1819, died 1872. 
10. Sarah Carpenter Howell, born 1850, died 1850. 
3. James Stratton Carpenter, third child of Edward and Sarah 

Carpenter, born October 14, 1807; married, Oct. 12, 1832, Camilla • 
Julia Sanderson, daughter of John Sanderson, Esq. 

He graduated at the University of Penna., where he took the de
gree of M.D. He visited Europe and continued his medical educa
tion in Paris. 

Returning home in 1839, he established himself at Pottsville, 
Penna., then but recently settled, where he continued in the practice 
of his profession until his decease, Jan. 31, 1872. 

His reputation as o. skillful physician and surgeon was not connned 
to his immediate neighborhood, but he was frequently called for con
sultation to distant sections of the country. His social qualities and 
great hospitality created for him many warm friendships. He was 
interred at Pottsville. His widow yet survives (1879). Their 
children: 

1. John Thomas Carpenter, born 1833; married, 1855, Eliza Hill, 
daughter of Charles M. Hill, Esq., of Pottsville. They have four 
children. 

He graduated L.B. with first honor, at University of Penna., 1852; 
took the degree of A.M. in the so.me University, 1855. He also 
graduated M.D., Medica.l Department, same Unh·ersity, in 1852. He 
served with great distinction in the Union Army, having been ap
pointed Surgeon by the Governor of Pennsylvania at the outbreak 
of the Rebellion, April 30, 1861. He was attached to the 34th Uegt. 
of Infantry, Penna. Reserves, June 6th, 18(il; liedica.l Director of 
Gen. McCook's Brigade, Army of West Virginia, Oct. 14, 1861; l\Ied
ical Director in charge of General Hospitals, Cumberland, Mary
land, March, 1862; lledical Director 0£ Mountain Department, 
Wheeling, Va., May 10, 1862; in cbo.r~e of Ge11eral Hospitals, Cin
cinnati, Ohio, Aug. 25, 1862: Medical Director, Department of Ohio, 
Dec., 1868; :Medical Director and Superintendent of Hospitals, Dis
trict of Columbia, March 19, 1864; President of Army ?tiedica.l Board, 
Cincinnati, May, 1863. 

He resides (18m) at Pottsville. 
2. Sarah Stratton Carpenter, born June 14, 1835; married Rev. 

Daniel Washburn, Jan. 27, 185-1. He is now Rector of Episcopal 
Church, Ashland, Pa., and has children. 

3. Sophia. Carre Carpenter, born Nov. 11, 1837. 
4. Caroline Marie. Carpenter, born Dec. 18, 1840. 
5. James Edwe.rd Carpenter, born Sept. 29, 1843, died Jan.;1845. 
6. Preston Carpenter, boru Hept. ~W, 1843; married Kate, dauiiL

ter of Edward Wheeler, of l'otti;ville. He had two children. He 
serve<l in the Union Arm;r during a portion of the war of the Re
bt:Uiou, attached to the 8ignul Corps. He married, secondly, a sis
ter of hil; first wife, the wi<low of William Parry, late of Pottsville. 



7. Camilla Carpenter, born June 10, 1851. 
8. Mary Howell Carpenter, born Nov. 17, 1856. 
9. Richard Howell Carpenter, born March 2, 1858. 
4th. Samuel Tonkin Carpenter, fourth child of Edward and Sarah 

Carpenter, born Nov. 28, 1810; married, May, 26, 1841, Francis 
Champlain, of Derby, Connecticut, who died Jan'y 4, 1845. Married, 
secondly, Emily Thompson, of Wilmington, Delaware. He was a 
clergyman of the Episcopal Church, and settled for some years in 
Connecticut. Afterward he became rector of the Episcopal Church 
at Smyrna, Delaware, where he remained many years. 

He also had other charges. Subsequently he became chaplain in 
the army. He died Dec. 26, 1864, and was interred in the new 
graveyai·d, Trinity Church, Swedesborough. 

His second wife survives him and resides at Joliet, Illinois. Chil
dren by bis first wife: 

1. Samuel Champlain Blakeslee Carpenter, born Nov. 10, 1842; 
died Sept. 28, 1871. He served with credit in the Union Army dur
ing the war of the Rebellion. 

2. Frances Mary Carpenter, born July 21, 1844. Children by sec-
ond wife: 

1. Herbert Dewey Carpenter, born June 2, 1853. 
2. Florence Carpenter, born June 2, 1853. 
3. Horace Thompson Carpenter, born Oct. 10, 1852. 
4. Richard Howell Carpenter, born Dec. 21, 1861. 
5. Lewis Tonkin Chatfield Carpenter, born Nov. 17, 1864. 
5. Edward Carpenter, fifth child of Edward and Sarah Carpenter, 

born May 17, 1813; married, Nov. 16, 1837, Anna M., daughter of 
Benjamin M. Howey, of "Pleasant Meadows," Gloucester County, 
N. J. After his marriage he resided a short time in Glassborough, 
N. J., and subsequently for a few years in Kent County, Maryland. 
He removed to Philadelphia, in 1843, where (with a short interval) 
he has since resided. He studied law, but turned his attention 
more particularly to the real estate branch of the profession. 

He enjoyed an excellent reputation as a scientific conveyancer, and 
his work bears a profP.ssional value second to none in Philadelphia. 

He is a prominent member of the Episcopal Church, and was one 
of the founders of the Church of the Mediator, in Philadelphia. He 
and his wife both survive. Their children are: 

1. Lewis Henry Carpenter, born Feb. 11, 1839 (unmarried). 
Captain 10th U. S. Cavalry, Brevet-Col. U. S. Army, now (1879) 
on duty in Texas. He served in the cavalry of the Army of the 
Potomac, during the war for the Union, entering the service as pri
vate in the Gth U. S. Cavalry. He received every Brevet from 1st 
Lieutenant to Colonel for gallant and meritorious conduct. 

Before the close of the war he commanded a regiment· with the 
rank of Colonel of Volunteers. He served on the personal staffs of 
Generals Pleasanton and Sheridan, and participated in all the great 
cavalry battles of Virginia. 

Since the close of the war he has been stationed · in the Indian 
country, and had the honor of being mentioned several times in the 
reports of the senior officers under whom be 11erved. 
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In one instance attention was called to his brilliant conduct in the 
battle of Beaver Creek, Kansas, by special order from Department 
Headquarters, issued by Lieutenant-General Sheridan. For this 
action he received his Brevet as Colonel 

2. James Edward Carpenter, born March 6th, 1841; married, Oct. 
17, 1867, Harriet Odin Dorr, daughter of Rev. Benjamin Dorr, D.D., 
rector of Christ Church, Philadelphia. 

He served as a volunteer in the war of the Rebellion, enlisting as a 
private in the Eighth Pennsylvania Cavalry. He became Captain 
and Brevet-1\Iajor. During the latter part of the war he served on 
the staff of Major-General Gregg (one of Sheridan's Division Com• 
manders), and participated in nearly all the battles fought by the 
.Axmy of the Potomac. He was wounded in the cavalry fight of 
Philamont, during the advance of the army into Virginia after An
tietam. In the charge of the Eighth Pennsylvania Cavalry at Chan
cellorsville, his horse was shot under him, and of the five officers who 
rode into the .fight, he was one of the two who survived. Having 
partially prepared for the bar prior to the commencement of the war, 
he resumed its studies at its close, and in October, 1865, was admit
ted at Philadelphia in the full practice of his profession. 

He is (1877) a vestryman of Christ Church, Philadelphia, a man
ager of Christ Church Hospital and of Christ Church Chapel, 
Treasurer of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, and a member 
of the Executive Committee of that body. He has two children 
living. 

1. Edward, born Aug. 27, 1872. 
2. Helen, born Nov. 11, 1874. 
Grace, born Oct. 25, 187ti; died May 27, 1877. 
3. Sarah Caroline Carpenter, born Jan. 18, 1843; married, Jan. 8, 

1855, Andrew Wheeler, a prominent iron merchant, and vestryman 
of St. Luke's Episcopal Church, Philadelphia. Their children are: 

Andrew, Samuel, Bowman, Arthur, Leslie, Walter, Stratton and 
Herbert. · 

4. Mary Howell Carpenter, born Jan. 22, 1845. 
5. Caspar Wistar Carpenter, born Sept. 17, 184 7; died 1848. 
6. Thomas Preston Carpenter, born April 30, 1819. Resides in 

Chicago (unmarried, 1879). 
7. Henrietta Howell Carpenter, born 18/i5; died young. 
8. Charles Creighton Carpenter, born Dec. 11, 18G0; now (1879) 

student in Pennsylvania University. 
[From the records compiled by the late C. P. Smith, through the 

courtesy of his daughter Miss ElizaLeth A. Smith, of Trenton, New 
Jerseyl-



CARPENTER FAMILY OF MASSACHUSETTS .. 

FIRST GENERATION. 

1. William Carpenter (1), the ancestor, it is supposed of all ihe 
Carpenter family in New England, was born in England, 1576, and 
left Harwell in 1638, and went on board the ship BeL-is, at Southamp
ton, and arrived the same year (aged 62), and stopped at Weymouth. 
With him came his son William (2), aged 33, and Abigail, wife of the 
latter, aged 32, and four children, "of ten years old, or less," who 
are not named in the clearance. of the vessel From 0ther sources 
we learn that the names of these children were, Willia.Ill (2), Samuel 
(2), Joseph (2) and John (2). He resided som, time at Weymouth. 
He died in the winter of 1659-60. His descendants are very nu- · · 
merous. 

SECOND GENERATION, 

William Carpenter (2), son of the preceding, born in England, 
1605, came with bis wife Abigail-born in England 1606, and four 
children, as already stated. He removed with Rev. Samuel Newman 
and a majority of bis church, from Weymouth to Rehoboth (the parf 
now known as Seekonk), and with them began the settlement of thaf 
place in 1645. He was town clerk of Rehoboth from 1645 to 1649. 
He was deputy to Plymouth General Court in 1656. After the death 
of his father, I suppose, he went back to Weymouth, where he had 
first resided. He must have died previous to May 26, 1667, since, in 
a division of meadow land then made in the North Purchase (now
Attleboro' on Cumberland), "Widow Carpenter" is mentioned .. 
She die<l February 22, 1688. His children were: 

William (3), b. 1631; m. 1, Priscilla Bonett, Oct. 5, 1651. She died 
Oct. 20, 1663. M. 2, Miriam Searle, Dec. 10, 1663. She died Ma: 
1, 1722, in Rehoboth, a. 76. 

Samuel (3), b. --; m. Sa.rah Readway, May 25, 1660. He die,; 
Feb. 20, 1682. She, for her 2d husban.d, married Gilbert Brooks, a! 
of Rehoboth. 

Joseph (3), b. --; m. lfargaret Sa.bin, Nov. 25, 1655. He die1· 
}fay 6, 1G75. She died 1700, aged 65, at Swanzey, :Ma.as. 

Their children were: Joseph, b. Aug. 15, 1656. Benjamin, Je.r. 
19, 1658. ALig-a.il, March 15, 1659. Esther, March 6, 1661. ?ti&J 
tha, 1662. John, Hannah, Jan. 21, 1672. Solomon, April 27, 16n 
d. next year. A.nu Margaret, May 4, 1675. . 

John (3), b. --; m. Hannah,--; was 1n the "}i'arrago.nsei' 
Expedition," 1675; resided at Jamaica, L. L; died May 23, 1695. 

His children by wife Hannah were: Amos, b. Nov. 19, 1677. El 
pbalet, April 17, 1679, and perhans by his wife Dorothy- m. Feb. f 
1680; had Priscilla, Jao. 20, 1681. 

Abiah (a), b. --; went to Warwick, R. I., to a tract of lan
bought by LiY father. 

Hannah (a), b. at Weymouth, April a, 1640. 
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Abraham (3), b. at Weymouth, :April 9, 1643. 
(In another record this is given as Abia; daughter same date.) 

(Geneal. Reg., Oct., 1854.) 
Ephraim (:J), b. at Rehoboth, April 25, 1G51; d. April 30, 1713, 

a. Gj. 

TWBD GENERATION. 

*William Carpenter (3 ), son of the preceding, b. in England, 1631. 
Married 1st, Oct. 5, 1651, Priscilla Bonett; 2d m., Miriam Searle, 
December 10, 1664. He was town clerk of Rehoboth from 1668 to 
1703, except 1G93. He was often employed in town business. He 
d. Jan. 26, 1703. His chil<lren were by first wife Priscilla: 

John (4), b. Oct. 19, 1652; m. Rebecca--; settled at Wood
stock, Conn. 

William (4), b. June 20, 1659; m. Elizabeth Robinson, April 8, 
1685; d. in Attleboro', 1\Iarch 10, 1719. 

Priscilla (4), b. July 24, 1661; m. Uichard Sweet. 
Benjamin (4), b. Oct. 20, 16G3; m. Hannah Strong. He moved 

away before 1689, and d. at Coventry, CoDD., April 18, 1738. She 
died llarch 20, 1762, a. 92. 

Son of Williaru by his s~nd wife: 
Josiah (4), b. Dec. 18, 1664; m. Elizabeth Read, Nov. 24, 1692. 

He d. ~'eb. 28, 1727; and shed. Oct. 18, 1730, a 72, in Attleboro' .. 
Nathaniel (4), b. May 12, lu67; m. Rachel Cooper, Sept. 19, lti93. 

She d. July 9, 1694, a. 23. He m. 2d, llary Preston, Nov. 17, 1695. 
She d. May :li.i, 1706, a. 31. Hem. 3d, Mary Cooper, July 8, 1707. 
She d. April 9, 1712, a. 30. He then m. Mary Bacon, 171,6. -

Daniel (4), b. Oct. 8, 16611; m. Bethiah Bliss, April 15, 1695. She 
d. February 27, 1703, a. · 31. He then married Elizabeth Butter
worth .March 30, l 7G4. 8he d. June 13, 1708, a. 26. He then m. · 
.Margaret Hunt, March rn, 1718. Shed. 1720. He then m. llary 
Hyde; he died :Sept. 14, 1721. 

Noah (4), of Attleboro, b. March 28, 1672; m. Sarah Johnson, Dec. 
3, 1700;had ~oah, born Nov. 25, 1701; Marian,Dec. 25, 1702;Sarah, 
Sept. 24, 1704; Stephen, July 23, 17U6; Asa, March 10, 1708; Mary, 
Jan. 24, 1710; llargaret, March 3U, 1712;Simon, Nov. rn, 1713; d. next 
m.; Iliaiah, 1''eb. 7, 1715; 8imon (again) Aug. 20, 1716; Martha, May 
25, 1719; Elu;ha, Aug. 28, 1721; Amy, Feb. 2, 1723. 

His wifa died Sept. 29, 172G. He m. secondly, May 22, 1727, Ruth 
Follet, and had Pm1cilla, May 1, 1728. '.l'his wife died June 10, 
1745. Ne.1.t hem. Tabitha lli11hop, 174-; he d. June 7, 1753, in 
Attleboro'. 

Mirriam (4), b. Oct. 26, 1674; m. Jonathan Bliss, June 23, 169L 
Obadiah (4), b. March 12, 1U78; m. Dehverance Preston, Nov. 6, 

1703, Shed, June 12, 1767, a. 85. He d. at Rehoboth, October ~5, 
1749. 

Ephraim (4), b. April 25, 1681; m. Hannah Read, A.ug. 14, 1704. 
She d. August, 1777, 11.. 3G. lie then m. March 24, 1718, widow llar• 
tba Carpenter. He d. at Rehoboth, April 20, 17!5. 

• He wa11 granted a coat-of.arw11, May oi, lGcsa. 
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Hannah (4), b. April 10, 1684; m. Jonathan Obase, Nov. 23, 1703. 
Abigail, b. April 15, 1687; m. Daniel Perrin, Nov. 12, 1706. Dan

iel Perrin was town clerk from 1668 to his death. His widow died 
May 1 or 7, 1722. 

FOURTH GDl'"ERATION. 

Samuel (3), brother of William Carpenter (3), b. in England, not. 
far frow 1633; m. Sarah Read way, May ~5, 1660. Lived in Rehoboth. 
He advanced money to carry on "Phillip's War." He d. Febrna~ 
~0, 1682. Afterwards, bis widow, Sarah, m. Brooks. The childre1 
of Samuel and Sarah were: Samuel (4), born Sept. 15, 1661; Sara) 
(4), b. Jan. 11, 1664; Abiab (4), b. Feb. 10, 1666, d.1732; James (4) 
b. April 12, 1668, d. 1738; Jacob (4), b. Sept. 5, 1670; Jonathan (4) 
b. Dec. 11, 1672, <l. 1717; Solomon (4), Dec. 23, 1677; David({. 
April 17, 1675; Zecbaritili (4), July 1, 1680; Abra.ham (4), b. Sept 
20, 1682. 

Joseph. Hon. Abbot Lawrence and Hon. Benjamin Carpenter 
we1·e de1«Jendants of Joseph. The following inscription is from the 
tombstone of Hon. Benjamin Carpenter's grave in the west part of 
Guilford, Vt.: " Sacred to the Memory of Hon. Benjamin Carpen
ter, Esq., a liagistrate in RL.ode Island in A. D. 1764, a public 
teacher of righteousne11s; an able advocate to his Inst of democracy 
and equal rights of man; removed to this town A. D. 1770; was e 
field officer in the Revolutionary War; a founder of the first Consti· 
tution and governruent of Vermont; a Councilor of Censors in A.D. 
1783; a ruember of the Council and Lieutenarit-Govemor of the State 
in A. D. 1779; a firm prof~ssor of Christianity in the Baptist Church 
for 50 years. Died March 29, 1804, aged 78 years, 10 months and 
12 days." 

Josiah ( 4.), son of William (3.> and Miriam; ru. No,·ember 24, 1692, 
Elizabeth Reed; b, 1667. He was a cordwainer; lived in Attleboro', 
und died there Feb. 28, 1727, a. 64. She died at Attleboro', Oct. 
18, 1739, a. 72. Their children were: 

Josiah (5), b. llarch 4, 16!lH-4; d. May 18, li16, a. 16. 
Edward (5), b. April 23, 1G!l5; d. ,lune, 16!J6. 
Seth (5), b. Dec. 5, lG:17; d. Jan. 24, 16U~9. 
Elizabeth (5), b. March 19, l(j!J9-1700; m. lsra.el Peck, 1727. 
Comfort (5), b. May 8, 170!J; m. Huldah Bowen, Nov. 12, 1730. 
Be1Jjami1J, of ~ortl1ampton, Masi!., son of Williaw, of Uehoboth, 

Mass.; born Oct. 20, lG(i!~; m. 1\Iarch -!, 1G91, Hanuah, daughter of 
Jedediuh a11d I<'retdow (Woodward) Strong, who w11o11 b. Feb. 3, 1G71, 
in Northampton, Mass. He was a farmer in Northampton, Mass., 
and after 1708 in Coventry, Conn. He cl. in Coventry, April 18, 
1738. Shed. l\Iarch 20, 1762. Tiieir children were: 

Freedom, b. July 13, 16!l2; (m. A. B. Carpenter, gives also Pru
dence an<lsa.wedate). A1uos, b. Nov. 6, 1693. Benjamin, b. Oct. 3, 
1695. Jedediah, b. Oct. 1, 1G97. HanuaL, b. Aug. 15, 1699. Elipha
let, b. Oct. lu, 1701, d. Aug-. 28, li02. Eliphalet, b. Nov. 29, 170:i. 
Noah, b. Dec. 24, lillii. Eiizal,t:tL, i,. Juue 15, 170i. Ebt:nezer, b. 
Nov. 9, 17UJ. Hehec~ciL, Ii. Xov. 2:;, 1711. 

No11.L (4). His c}1il<lrt11 were: 
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Noah, b. Nov. 25, 1701; m. Persis Follett, June 6, 1728. He d. 
June 7, 1753. Shed. 1753. 

Eliphalet Carpenter, son of Benjamin and Hannah (Strong) Car
penter, was born Nov. 29, 1703, in No?"thampton. Mass., and shortly 
after his birth his parents removed to Coventry, Conn. He mamed, 
Nov. 1, 1727, Elizabeth, daughter of John and Hannah (Gillett) An
drews, born in Hartford, Ct., Feb. 17, 1705-6. She died May 6, 
1773, .and he married, second, Oct. 26, 1775, Abigail Ladd. She 
died -- He, a farmer in Coventry, Conn., where he died Feb. 22, 
1792. He held a Captain's commission from the King. Children: 

* Hannah, b. March 22, 1728; d. June 5, 1740. 
Elizabeth, b. April 15, 1731; m. Ephraim Root, d. Dec. 30, 1751. 
* Asahal, b. Jan. 30, 1733; d. June 9, 1740. 
* Lois, b. May 21, 1735; d. June 4, 1740. 
*Abigail, b. Dec. 9, 1736; d. June 8, 1740. 
* Anna, b. April 9, 1739; d. June 7, 1740. 
Hannah, b. May 15, 1741; d. Oct. 8, 1742. 
Submit, b. Jan. 27, 1743; m. ~ov., 1764, Reuben Stiles; d. Dec. 

2(i, 1837. 
Lois, b. Dec. 13, 1745; m. Isaiah Porter; d. April 4, 1766. 
2. Eliphalet, b. Nov. 9, 1747; m. --
2. Eliphalet C., b. Nov. 9, 1747, in Coventry, Conn. Married, 

May 22, 1766, Esther, daughter of ,Jonathan and Hannah (Baker) 
Gurley. She was b. in l\Iansfield, Conn., June 16, 1749, and d. Oct. 
23, 1819. He, a fanner in Coventry, Conn., where he died Dec. 
21, 1820. Children : 

Lois, b. Nov. 8, 1768; d. Sept. 9, 1770. 
Artemas, b. Sept. 21, 1770; died March 3, 1837, at German Flats, 

N. Y. 
Anna, b. Sept. 15, 1772; m. Solomon Judd; d. Jan. 29, 1847. 
Esther, b. March 25, 177,i; m. Thomas Judd; d. Jan. IO, 1846. 
a. Ralph, b. Aug. 2, 1777; m. --
Hannah, b. March 19, 1780; d. April 3, 1803; unmarried. 
Cynthia, b. Dec. 3, 1783; m. 1, Ezra Warner; 2, Aduch Abbott; 

d. Aug. 24, 1889. 
Achrah, b. April 25, 1786; m. Samuel Topli.1r. 
Lucy, b. Nov. 20, 1789; m. Elijah Dixter; d. April 21, 1831. 
a. Rnlph C., b. Aug. 2, 1777, in Coventry, Ct.; married, Dec. 27, 

1801, Mary, daughter of Lfwi and Hannah (Draper) Spicer. She 
b. -- and died May 30, 1858. He, a farmer m Coventry, where 
he d. April 2, 1850. Children: 

William Riley, b. Jan. 1, 1802; d. Sept. 9, 1808. 
Hannah Spicer, b. ~'eb. 16, 1804; living unmarried in Coven

try, Ct. 
4. .Anson, b. Dec. 20, 1806; m. - ; d. --
Me.ria, b. March 12, 1809; m. May 25, 1847, Nathan Merrow, Oct. 

24, 18G7. 
Caroline, b. Sept. 11, 1813; m. Sept., 1837, Joshua Tilden; d. Oct. 

6, 1843. 

•Died of Black Throat Di11tewper withiu a fuw ilay• of each other. 
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5. William Riley, b. April 19, 1816; m. -
Lucy, b. July 19, 1818; d. April 21, 1831. 
Lydia, b. Oct. 15, 1820; m. Sept. 26, 1847, John H. Palmes; re

sides at Hadlyme, Ct. 
6. Ralph ~Ionroe, b. Dec. 7, 1822; m. 1st, Sarah G. Root, 2d, Mrs. 

Nancy Clark. 
::Mary Ann, b. April 30, 1826; d. Nov. 23, 1844. 
4. Anson C., b. Dec. 20, 1806, in Coventry, Conn; married Feb. 

15, 1832, Diantba., daughter of Warren A.. and Anna (Day) Skinner. 
She b. in Colchester, Ct., Sept. 19, 1811, and died Nov. 9, 1873. He, 
a farmer in East Hampton, a parish in Chatham, Conn., where he 
died Sept. 9, 1856 .. Was a member of Conn. Legislature, sessions of 
1850 and 1851. Children: 

Eldredge Spicer, b. Jan. 23, 1833; d. May 24, 1857; iJulJlc,l"ried; pre
paring for the ministry. 

7. Don Carlos, b. NoY. 19, 1834; m. --; d. --
Lucy Ellen, b. Feb. 15, 1837; m. Feb. 21, 1858,JaneR. Clark,Feb. 

4, 1880. 
8. Hubert Edgar, b. March 19, 1839; m.--
9. Legrand Stiles, b. Oct. 14, 1841; m. --
10. Gwinnett, b. Jan. 31, 1844; m. --
Caroline Tildin, b. Dec. 24, 1845; m. May 5, 1867, William P. 

Waite; 2d, Geo. F. Jones, of Newton, Kansas. 
Mary, b. Feb. 17, 1848; m. ::May 23, 1881, Geori:re R. Landers. 
Ralph Ambrose, b. April 14, 1851; d. March 5, 1864. 
Ruth Ann, b. Sept. 3, 1853; m. March 3, 1876, Mart.in L. Roberts, 

of New Haven, CoDn. 
5. William Riley C., b. April 19, 1816; m. Feb. 25, 1840, Laura 

(Crowley), widow of Cyrus Goft Shed. May 4, 1875. He was killed 
by falling from a building in New London, Conn., where he resided, 
Dec. 28, 1878. Occupation, joiner. Child: 

Lydia lf., b. Dec. 2, 1840; d. Nov. 16, 1859. 
6. Ralph Monroe C., b. Dec. 27, 18i2; m. 1st, Feb. 27, 1847, Sarah 

J. Root, she d., and he m. 2d, Jan. 30, 1882, Mrs. .Nancy (,'lark. 
A farmer in Coventry, Conn. Children: 

Cynthia J., b. Nov. 9, 1847; m. May 28, 1873, Henry Walker. 
Sherman It., b. Oct. 23, 1849; m. 
Candace, b. Jan. 20,1853; m. May 9, 1877, William Buell 
Prudence, b. Feb. 17, 1855; m. Edgar Gorton, April 7, 1873. 
Calvin, b. May 18, 1!>56; m. Aug. 31, 188i, Emma Chapman. 
Mary Spicer, b. Aug. 3, 1858. 
Sarah Belle, b. April 30, 1860; d. March 27, 1874. 
Mittie Anna, b. April 12, 1861; m. }larch 12, 1882, Herbert 

Walker. 
7. Don Carlos C., b. Nov. 19, 1834; m. Dec. 2, 1855, Alice Ann, 

daughter of Alvah and Susan (Gilbert) West. She b. April 25, 1836. 
He a mechanic, ILild a member of Co. C, 24th Regt. Conn. Vols., 
1861-1865. Residence, East Hampton, Conn., where he d. Dec. 5, 
1880. Children: 

Lillie Belinda, b. Aug. l, 1856. 
Ht.mry .U!ien, b. May 22, 1858; J. Dec. 30, 1870. 
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Clara Antoinette, b. Jan. 8, 1860; m. Frank L. Griffith. 
Susan Diantha, b. April 14, 1866. 
Ralph Eugene, b. Feb. 24, 1868. 
Alice May, b. Aug. 12, 1871. 
Sherman Francis, b. April 25, 18i4. 
8. Hubert Edgar C., b. l\Iarch 19, 1839; m. Oct. 1, 1865, Anna, 

daughter of John and Ann (Adamson) Hodge, b. in Edinburgh, 
Scotland. July 23, 1844. He a member of Co. H, 21st Regt. Conn. 
Vols., lHGl-1865, and was severelv wounded at the battle of Cold 
Harbor, Va., June 3, 18G4. IA a joiner, and was member of Conn. 
Legislature, sessions 1878, 1879. Resides in East Hampton, Conn. 
Children: 

Eldridge Roscoe, b. Dec. 2, 1866; d. Nov. 4, 1877. 
Anson Hodge, b. April 27, 1872; d. Oct. 29, 1877. 
John Skinner, b. Oct. rn, 1882. 
9. Legrand Stiles C., b. Oct. 14, 1841; m. Nov. 26, 1862, Ealenor 

Melissa, daughter of Silas and :Mary (Goff) Hills. b"he b. Feb. 16, 
1843. He a butcher iD East Hampton. Children: 

Vivia, b. l!av 22, 1871; d. )fay ~3. 1871. 
Cra~·ton Farnsworth, b. Aug. 30, 1872. 
l\Iilton Legrand, b. Jan. 22, 1874. 
Howard Silas, b. May 17, 1877. 
10. Gwinnett C., b. Jan. 31, 1844; m. Jan. 1, 1872, Lucy Elizabeth, 

daughter of Henry S. and Emeline C. (Lord) Selden. She b. May 
2, 1846. He a member of Co. H, 21st Regt. Conn. Vols., 1861-1865. 
A farmer and mechanic in East Hampton, Conn. Children: 

Amy Elva, b. Jan. 19, 1873. 
Kirby Selden, b. Oct. 1, 1874. 
Lucy Elizabeth, b. Dec. 27, 1881. 
11. Sherman R. Carpenter, b. Oct. 23, 1849; m. May 18, 1879, 

Anna M. Knight, of Whately, Mass. He is a farmer in Coventry. 
Their child was: · 

Eveline B., b. Nov. 25, 1882. 
Miriam (5), b. D1ic. 25, 1702; d. l\Iareh 1, 1726. 
Sarah (5), b. Sept. 24, 1704; m. ~onh Cha.Re, 1\fay 5, 1720. 
Stephen (5), b. July 23, 1706; m. DorotbyWhiticar, Nov. 28, 1724. 

She cl. Js.n. 2.:;, 1761. 
Asa ( 5), b. March l 0, J 708. 
Mn.ry (5), b. JaD. 24, 1709, nt Rehoboth; m. John Read, April 19, 

1733. 
Margaret (G), b. March 30. 1712. 
Simon (5), b. No'\'. l:J, 1713; cl Dec. 8, 1713. 
Isaiah (,3), b. Feb. 7, 1715; ru. Widow Aletha Titus, Sept., 1734; 

d. in Sutton, Mass. 
SimoD (5), b. Aug. 29, 171G; m. Sa.rah---. He d. March 16, 

1794, at Pomfret, ConD. · 
l\Iartha (5), b. 1\fay 25, 1719. 
Elisha (5), b. Aug. 28, 1721; m. Anne "Whiticar, March 15, 1744. 

Bed. Aug.~. 1789. She cl. Feb. 23, 1804, a.t Sutton, l\Ia.ss. 
Anny (5), (Amy?) b. Feb. 2. 17~3; cl. Feb. 2, 1723. 
Priscilla. (5), b. May I_, 1728. 
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Abigail Carpenter (4), m. Nov. 12, 1706. Daniel (3) Perrin [John 
(2), Jobn (1)), who was b. March 18, 1682. Their children were: 

Abigail, b. Sept. 14, 170i; m. John Newman. 
Susannah, b. Aug. 18, 1709. 
Daniel, b. Feb. 10, 1710-11. 
David. b. Oct. 15, 1714. 
:Mary, b. Jan. 11. 1716-7. 
Noah, b. l\larch 12, 1723-4. 
Lydia, b. Jan. 17, 1726-7. 
H'annah. b. Feb. 23, 1728-9. 
Daniel Perrin, Jr., (Daniel, John, John), m. Sarah Hunt, .April 8, 

1736. Their children were: 
David, b. March 25. 1737; d. young. 
David, b. Oct. 20, 1739. 
David Perrin, son of Daniel, Jr. (Daniel, Daniel, John, John); m. 

Abigail Cooper, April 29, 1762. Their children were: 
Daniel, b. Feb. 15, 1763. 
Susannah, b. Feb. 28, 1764; m. Thomas Carpenter, Dec. 24, 1788. 
David, b. Oct. 10, 1765. 
Thomas, b. March 1, 1768. 
:Xoah, b. Feb. 23. 1770. 
Abigail, b. Dec. 9, 1771. 
Samuel, b. April 13, 1773; m. Orinda Walker, Feb. 13, 1800. 
Ezra, b. Jan. 18, 1777. . 
Abigail. b. May 22, 1779. • 
8arah, b. Aug. 3, 1781; m. Elijah Kent, Dee. 1, 1803. 
Huldah, b. Aug. 6, 1783; m. Noah Cooper, June 7, 1808. 
John, b. Feb. 6, 1786. 
Daniel Perrin, son of the preceding, m. F.sther --. Their child-

ren were: 
David, b. June 29, 1798. 
Philena, b. Aug. 4, 1800. 
8eba., b. May 21, 1802. 
Daniel, b. May 25, 1804. 
Nelson. b. April 13, 1809. 
Mary, b. Sept. 14, 1811. 
Thomas Perrin (son of David), b. 1768; m. -. Their child-

ren were: 
Otis, b. Feb. 18, 1791. 
Asa, b. Nov. 12, 1792. 
Thomas, b. Aug. 8, 1795. 
Lewis, b. Aug. 7, 1797. 
Lvdia, b. J uJy 24, 1800. 
Polly, b. Nov. 4, 1802. 
Amaea, b. March 5, 1805. 
William, b. May 31, 1817. 
Danie] Carpenter (4), son of William (3). About the 27th July, 

1690. he fought in an engagement against Quebec. He i1 
RuppoHetl to haYe held some position higher than a private, but 
w}iether i11 tlie (Juebec engagement or later, is not known. As a 
t-owni11nan Le Wal! very popular, ae is iihown by the various offices he 



wa.s appointed to. His children by his first wife, Bethea, were, 
probably: . 

Daniel (5), b. ~ov. 8, Hl95; m. Susannah Lyon, of Woodstock, 
Vt., Dec. 2B, 1720. " She was born at Woodstock, Sept. 29, 1G90, 
and died at Rehoboth, July 7th, 1790, aged 90 years, 9 months and 
2 da~·s," as her gravestone, " In memory of Mrs. Husannah Carpen
ter, Widow of Daniel Carpenter, Esq.," reads. Daniel, d. Jan. 25, 
1753. During his life he held town or other public office almost 
constantlv. 

Jabez ·(5), b. --: m. for 2d wife, Bets~· :\Ionk. His children 
were: 1. ,Jabez (G), 2. Elizabeth (G), (or Sophie), m. James Read, 3. 
Heziah ((i), m. Jacob Shorey. Their children were: Abel (7), Cyn
thia (7), Sally (71, (m. Noah Perr_y), Jacob (7), and Heziah (7). 4. 
Lucy (G ), (m. James Cooper), children were: Samuel, Lucy (m. 
Atherton). and Betsey; 5. Bethial (G), (Ill. Aaron Lyon}; children 
were: Oba<liah, William, John, Betsey and Nahby; 6. Abigail (6), 
unm., Eleazer (5), b. --. Children: Elihu, Abisha and Mary; she 
w. Peter "Whitaker. 

Lieut. Samuel Carpenter (4), eldest son of Samuel (3), and Sarah, 
b. in Rehoboth, Sept. 15, lliGl; m. Jan. 8, 1683, Patience Ide, who 
d. Oct. 2H, 17.32, a. 68. He d. in Rehoboth. His children were: 
Samuel, b. Nov. 9, 1684, Timoth;y, Amos, Andrew, <l. young, Patience, 
Andrew, Uriah, Josiah, Nathan, Charle!:!, b. 1702; d.1744; Edmund, 
Freelove. 

FIFTH GElilE~TIO:S. 

Capt. Comfort Carpenter (5), son of Josiah (4), and Elizabeth, b. 
at Rehoboth, May 8, li09; m. Huldah Bowen, Nov. 12, 1730. He 
graduated at Harvard College, 1730, an<l is said to have been a law
yer and a merchant in Rehoboth. Tradition reparts he was killed 
b~· · the Indians at Charleston, N. H., Sept. Ia, l 7:-J9, a. 31. His 
children were: 

Chloe (6), b. Aug. 20, 1731;· d. Nov. 5, 1741, a. 11. 
Cynthia, b. Sept. 21, 17o3; m. Reynolds 2-Mayo. • 
Cyril, b. April 4, li3G; m. about li59, Freelove Smith. 
Orinda, b .. March rn, 17R8; w. Nathan Drel!Ser, 1759. 
Comfort, b. Jan. 2ii, 17:J!l-40. (Posthumous.) M. -- Smith. 
Hamuel Carpenter, eldest of Lieut. Hamuel ( 4 ), and Patience, b. 

in Heboboth, Xov. 9, rn84; m. Hannah Johnson, Feb. 4, 1714. Re
moved to Pomfret, Conn. HiR children were: Samuel, Sathaniel, b. 
Nov. 20, 1718; m. lfit Mary Leffingwell; she d. July 9, 1764; 2d, 
l\In.n- Durkee; Hannah. 

Isaiah, SOD of :Xou.h Carpenter, m. widow Alethea TituH. His child-
ren were (they rcmoYed to Sutton, Me.as., about 1740): 

Harah, b. November 14, l i36. 
Isaiah, b. September :.!7, 1731:1; d. November l, 1748. 
John. b. December 16, 1740; m. Hannah Heeord. 
Jonah, 1.,. October, 1744; ro. Tervish Whitmore, November 22, 

l 7fiH. He d. January 31, 1805. She cl. August 29, 1834, in Ashford, 
Uonn. 

J>aniel Carpenter (5), son of Daniel (4}; m. Susannah Lyon. Hu 
children were: 



24 

Elisha (6), b. June 18, 1728. 
Asabel (G), b. --; m. J\Iary Shorey. Their children: 
1, Susannah, m. l\fedbury; 2, l\Iary, m. Bliss; 3, Matilda, m. 

Tucker; 4, Sophia, unm.; 5, Asenath, unm.; 6, Christina Amelia, 
whom. Israel Droun; 7, Caroline Augusta, unm.; 8, Bethia, unm.; 
9, ·w ooster, m. Lo,ina Brown. .. 

Elizabeth ( G), m. Atwood. 
Susannah (G), m. Nathaniel Chaffee 
Hannah (G). unmarried. 
Daniel (G), b. August 4, 1739; m. 1, Anna Lyon, by whom he had 

three children: 2d, married Olive Ide, by whom he had eight chil
dren. He <l. April 18, 1823; buried in ProYidence Cemetery, and 
on his gravestone the family coat-of-arms is cut. His children were: 

1, Elizabeth; 2. Abigail, m. James French; 3, Daniel, m. Rachel 
Lyon; 4, Drayton, m. Hally Peck; 5, Darivus, m. Anna Carpenter 
(daughter of Caleb Carpenter); 6, Betsy,m. Simeon Daggett. (Betsy, 
when 85 years of age, from memory painted a picture of her dead 
father, which her brother Davis now possesses); 7, Draper, m. Caro
line Bassett; 8, Davis, b. 1\Iarch 25, 1794, m. Elpha French (she 
being descended from a family of Carpenters whose ancestor two 
generations before was Abiah Carpenter). Davis is the only surviv
ing child of Daniel :I. A.11 that is known of his family is the names 
of three of his chil<lren-~arah F., Amelia, m. to Solon Carpenter 
(son of Wooster Carpenter), lh-ing in Providence, R L, and Davis, 
Jr., living in St. Joseph, :Mo. 9, Calvin, m. Abigail Tisdale; 10, 
Olive, m. Phanuel Jacobs. • 

SIXTH GENEI!ATION. 

Elisha Carpenter (6), b. June 18, 1728; m. Esther Greenwood, 
daughter of Revd. John Greenwood. Elisha was appointed ensign 
in that company whereof Phillip Walker, Esq., was captain, in a reg
iment of foot commanded by Colonel Thomas Doty, raised for a gen
eral invasion of Canada, 1758. It is likely be went to Savoy, to 
occupy a tract of land known as "Bullock's Grant," given him for 
his, or hie father's, military services. He was one of the earliest set
tlers of Savoy, where he built the first saw-mill erected. He died 

· there March 25th, 1813. and his wife, who was born May 4, 1733, 
died April 24, 1814. Their graves are unmarked by any monument 
to show their resting-place. Their children were born in Rehoboth, 
and are: 

Esther (7) b. April 13, 1752; m. William Ingraham. Shed. Savoy, 
July 26, 1846. 

Cynthia (7), b. April 27, 1754; m. Nathaniel Braley. Shed. Albion, 
N. Y., May 18, 1841. 

Elisha (7), b. May 6, 1756; was a ship officer; lost at sea, 1785. 
Benjamin (7), b. June 17, 17J;8; <l. at Rehoboth, July 11, 1761. 
Comfort (7 ), b. Septem bcr 8, 17Gl; d. in southern port, yellow 

fever, August 8, 1785. 
Hannah (7). b. llarch 17, 1764; m. Howland Kimball; d. Gaines, 

N. Y., September 10, 1828. 
Sarah (7), b. Dec. 15, 176G; d. Rehoboth, Oct. 2G, 1767. 
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Benjamin (7), b. Sept. 11, 17li8; m. 1, Nancy Fisher; 2, 1\Iima 
Hollis. He d. Savoy, June 11, 18:16. 

8arah (7), b. Oct. 4, 17il; m. Pardon Arnold; d. Manchester, N. Y., 
July 2, 18:'i7. 

Nancy (7), b. Feby. 5, 1775; d. Rehoboth. Jany. 17. 1767. 
Elijah (7), b. l\Iay 2G, 1777; m. Sallie Davis; d Morristown, N. Y., 

Feb., 1842. 
Sylvanus (7), b. May 29, 1780; m. Rhoda Hathaway; d Groton. 

N. Y., .August 22, 1853. · 
Jonah Uarpenter. b. Oct., 1744; m. Tervish Whitmore, in Ashford, 

Conn. Their children were: 
, Ao;a. (7), b. October 10, 1770; m. Erepha Grow. Shed. Dec., 1842. 

Joseph T., b. January 2, 1774; m. Huldah Davidson, April 15, 
1800. He died April 11, 1805, in Ashford, Conn. 

Jonah, b. January, 2, 1774; m. Hannah Rice, Waterford, Vt. 
Chester, b. July 3, 1780; m. Chloe Holt, March 16, 1815. She d. 

October 24, 1819, in Willington, Conn. 
Isaiah, b. June 29, 1783; m. Caroline Bugbee, .April 21, 1808, in 

·w nterford. 
Dyer, b. April 22, 178G; m. )forlha. Gibbs, September 10, 1811. 
Alatheia, b. September 19, 1772; m. Abia.l Cheney, May 11, 1797. 

He d. September Hi, 1841, in Waterford, Vt. 
Dr. Cyril Carpenter (G), son of Comfort and Huldah, b. April 4, 

1736; m., about 1759, Freelove Smith; d December 9, 1816, a. 81. 
Freclo,·e d. 1813, a. 76. Their child.ten were: 

Comfort A. (7), b. 17G0; physician at Pawtucket, R. L; father of 
Genl ThomaR. Carpenter (8), of Providence, who was some years 
Democratic canclidate for Governor of Rhode Island; Cynt.hia A., 
C~·ril L., Benjamin B., Phebe T., Huldah H., b. Nov. 26, 1768, Chris
topher S., Polly S., Thomas 0. H., b. 1777; Betsey M. 

Orinda Carpenter (6), dau. of Comfort and Huldah, b. :March 13, 
li38; m., .April 19, 1759, Nathan Dresser. Their children were: 

Elfreda, b. October lG, 175!1; m. Nathaniel Carpenter. 
Huld11.h, b. Oetober 18, 17ul; m. (Abel ?) Jackson. She d. Octo

ber 4, 1820. 
Serena, b. Februnry 2G, 17G4; m. Thomas Holmes; 2-Smith, of 

.Ashford, February rn, 18:11. 
Esther, b. April 1, 17G6; d. young. 
Thomas, b. August 18, 1767; d. Sept.ember 11, 1788. 
Nathan, b. August 11, 17G9; m. Rebecca Leffingwell. He d. May 

13, 1834. 
Mary, b. February 7, 1772; m. Ephraim Hyde. 
Abel, b. Janunry ~6, 1775; m. Sally Brown. 
Comfort, b. l\iay 4, 1777; m. 1802 Celia Wade, born 1782. 
Sally B., b. February 21, 1779; m. -- Sheller, of--, N. Y. 
Jonathan, b. January 8, 1782; m. -; d October 30, 182G. 
Nathaniel Carpenter(~), second son of Samuel (5) a.nd Hannah, 

b. November 20. 1718. fns children were: • 
Amasa. (7J, Mary, Elijah, Nathaniel, Abishai, Eunice, Lucy, 

Hannah. 
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Nathaniel Carpenter (7), son o{ Nathaniel (6) and Mary, b. July 18, 
1756; m. June 20, 1775, Elfreda Dresser. He d. October 15, 1829. 
She d. :May 11, 1840. Their children were: 

Orinda (8), b. September, 1776; m. Thomas L. Haskell. 
Martha, b. --; d young. 
Abigail, b. August 15, 1781; m. Cap. C. Chandler. She d. April 

16, 1849. . 
Harvey, b. March 12, 1784; m. A. S. Olmstead. He d. aboutl852. 
John, b. --; m. --, 1 -- 2,Nancy Well 
Thomas Dresi;er, b.--; m., about 1840, Lydia--, 
Abba (a son), b. --; d. young. 
Isaiah, m. Caroline Bugbee, April 21, 1808, in Waterfo:rd. Their 

children were: 
Alonzo, b. April 22, 1809; d. November 18, 1809. 
Caroline D., b. March 23, 1811 ; m. William Holt, March 21, 1836, 

Willington, Ct. 
Sally B., b. February 13, 1813; d. February 13, 1813. 
Isaiah P., b. January 2~, 1814; d August 10, 1840. 
Sally M., b. May 19, 1816; m. FJijah, October 24, 1837, in Will

ington, Ct. 
Amos B .. b. May 25, 1818; m.Cosbi B. Parker, June 24th, 1847, in 

Lower Waterford, Vt. 
Alatheia, b. Janua.ry 11, 1821; d. July 18, 1821. 
Ocena :U., b. August 9, 1824; d February 19, 1825. 
Eliza, b. April 16, 1826; m. Jonathan Ross, November, 1852. 
Alonzo P., b. January 28, 1829. 
Abel Carpenter, of Rehoboth, Mass.; m. Oli-ve Bliss (who was born 

May 29, 1763), Nov. 9, 1786. 
Daniel Carpenter, of Attleboro', Mass.; m. Hamiah Bliss (who was 

b. June, 19, 1774), Feb. 1, 1795, and removed to Genesee, N. Y. 
Abel Carpenter, of Rehoboth, Mass.; m. Abby Williams Bliss (b. 

March 19, 1805), June 13, 1826. He d Oct. 19, 1852. Children 
were: 

George Nelson, b. }larch 25, 1827; d May, 1827. 
George Hodges, b. June 6, 1828; m. --
Sa.rah Allen, b. Nov. 1, 1833; m. -
Rachel, b. Nov. 28, 1835; d. March 10, 1852. 
George H. Carpenter (son of Abel); m. liay 20, 1860, Elizabeth 

P. HUDt. He d. without issue March 10, 18G7. 
Joseph R. Carpenter, o{ Rehoboth, Mass.; m. Sarah Allen Carpen

ter, daughter of Abel Carpenter, }lay W, 1864. Had one child. 
Frederic Howard, b. Hav 10, 1865. 
Abraham Carpenter, ol Rehoboth, MMs.; m. Elizabeth Bliss, Feb. 

28, 1759. Removed to Vermont. 
Lewis Carpenter; m. Mary Ann Bliss, Aug. 23, 1789, of Rehoboth, 

Mass. 
James Carpenter: m. Dorothy Bliss, June 26, 1690. 
Harrison Carpenter, o{ SaYoy, Mass.; m. Harriet A. Bliss (who was 

b. ?\for i2, 182(J), lfay 2;;. 1~51. TLeir child w&H: 
Clara M., L. Aug. 20, ltl54; 1.0. 1'ov. 2G, 1874, John M. Crofts. 
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Dr. Harvey Lesl'liam!! Carpenter (son of Dr. Nelson Carpenter and 
Eliza Le;;sianu;); m. Mary Louisa Bliss (b. Oct. 14, 1833), Oct. 30, 
1856. He was b. April 4, lb2fl; d. in Worcester, Mass., Feb. 2, 
1875. Their children were: 

Frank Nelson, b. ,Jan. 12, 18ii8; Herbert Bliss, b. Nov. 9, 1860; 
Walter Lessiams, b. Jan, 13, 1864; d. Sept. 14, 18tiG; Mary Gage, b. 
Nov. 10, 18G8; d. Oct. 3, 1877. 

Henry L. Carpenter, son . of Wheaton and Alice Carpenter, b. 
in Attleboro, Mass.; m. Chloe M. Bliss (b. J11ne 12, 1844), Nov. 20, 
1868. Shed. Aug. 5, 1870, and hem. a --Waldron. 

John L. Carpenter, son of Lewis and Mary C., of Fall River, Mass.; 
m. Sarah Durfee Bliss (b. Aug. 20, 1851), Feb. 2, 1873. Child was: 

Arthur Lewis, b. Jan. 23, 1874. 
Merlyn Carpenter; m. Fidelia K. Bliss, March 22, 1854. Had 4 

children. 
Samuel S. Carpenttr and Asena Bliss (b. Oct. 22, 1800); were m. 

July 25, 1830, (East .Attleboro). No issue. · 
James Carpenter, of Rehoboth, l\l&Rs.; m. Lucy Bliss (who was b. 

Jur1e 23, 176ff), l\farch 26, 1788. He d. Oct. 20, 1812. She d. Sept. 
21, 1817. Their children were: 

Joseph, b. Sept. 8, 178H; Sarah l\lartin, b. Aug. 22, 1791; Lucy, b. 
l\In.y 23, 1794;m. John~la!!on; Rebecca, b. July 7, 17!16; d. Sept.19, 
1810; Rosella, b. Aug: ::l6, 1799; d. Oct. 3, 1806; James, b. June 12, 
1802; Newton, b. July 27, 1805; d. 1877-8. 

Joseph Carpenter, son of the above James arid Lucy: m. Feb. 21, 
1813, Nancy Mason Bullock, who was b. Dec. 10, 1793, and who d. 
l\lav 4, 1880. Their children were: · 

ja,mes l\Iason, b. Nov. 11, 1813; m. -
George Moulton, b. Aug. 6, 1815; m. --
Nancy l\Iason, b. June 14.1818; m. Frances W. Garlin; Sarah Mar

tin, b. Feb. 21, 1820; unmarried. 
Jonathan Blis!l, b. April 25, 1822; m. --
Lucy Bliss, b. Aug. l, 1824; m. Everett L. Sweet, -- 6, 1851; 

Williaw Wallace, b. !fov. 8, 1826; Hamuel, b. Feb. 2G, 1829; m. -·
Jane Buffum, b. Feb. 26, 182H; d. Dec. 4, 1830. 
Newton Francis, b. April 27, 1830; m. --
Jane Buffum, L. l\Iay 23, 1834; d March 17, 1836. 
"1:-wph; b. Dec. 22, 183G; d. Nov. 14, 1836. 
Albert Norton, b. Aug. 14, 18:17; d. Aug. 2, 1838. 
Edward Everett, L. Oct. 2, 1840; m. Dec. 31, 1865, Emma B. Wil

bur, and had one son, ,Jonathan E., who died young. 
James ::\fason Carpenter, son of Joseph and Nancy Me.son, InR. 

Agt. and Farmer, PittRton, Me.; m. Aug. 18,1840, Martha. Jane Reed 
Bodge, anil ha.rl one child,--, b. June 4, 1843; d. Oct. 26, 1851. 

Georgo ~loulton Carpenter, son of ,JoRepb and Nancy Mason, Ins. 
Agt., Providence, It I.; m. ,Julv 10, 1843, Sarah Lewis WAlcott, who 
d. March <i, 18{i!I, le1wing two children, George Moulton, Jr., b. April 
22, 184 l, a h1.w_r£<r in Providence. R. I., a.ml Edmund Janes, b. Oct. 16, 
184!;, C<ditur at Cimtral Falls, R I.; u1. Nov. 12, 1873, Lvdia Ett.a 
8now, awl lin<l 4 childreu. • 

Jonathan Bliss, son of Joseph and Nancy Mason; b. April 25, 1822; 
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m. Feb. 26, 1846, Lydia Ann Walcott. He d. Dec
6
. 1, 1857, leaving 

one son, John Walcott, b. July 10, 1847; m. Dec. 1 , 1873, Sarah B. 
Fuller, and had Joseph and Annie and two other children. 

William Wallace Carpenter, son of Joseph and Nancy Mason; re
moved West; m. Jan. 1, 1854, Marinda Davis, and d. May 18, 1877, 
leaving issue; Sarah Martin, b. Oct. 9, 1854; Joseph William, Jane 
Buffum and Amv Jane. 

Samuel Carpenter, b. Feb. 26, 1829, BOD of Joseph and Nancy l\Ia
son, a farmer in Cumberland, R. L, m. April 12, 1852, Ruth Ann Mil
ler. Their children were: 

Samuel Eber, b. Sept. 25, 1853. 
Abby Laura, b. June 5, 1859. 
Nancy Bishop, b. Feb. 21, 1864. 
Newton Francis Carpenter, son of Joseph and Nancy l\Iason; a 

lawyer in Menomonee, 1\-·is.: m. Dec. 7, 1851, Helen M. Brown. Chil
dren were: 

William Francis, b. April 15, 1852; Nancy :Mil.Son, b. Jan. 2, 1858; 
Mary Elizabeth and Helen Maria. 

Tl.te father afterwards married Esther Row and had three sons, 
George M., Edward Francis and Freddy Edson. 

Richard Carpenter, of Amesbury, England. (Amesbury, in Wilt
shire Co.,England, is situatP.d 7½ mileenorth of Salisbury, and 78 miles 
south-westerly from London. The town is of great· antiquity, but 
has now but little trade. The Wesleyan Methodists have a meeting 
house here. Addison the poet was. bom here in 1672. Stonehenge 
is two miles west of the town). Richard was bom 1575, and was 
buried September 21, 1625. Vide Register of Burials of Ames
bury Parish, Salisbury, Wilts., England. John Selwin, minister. 

William Carpenter, eldest son of the above Richard (and who was 
probably cousin to William, of Rehohoth), came to America and settled 
at Providence, R. L, with Roger Williams, 1636. (Swore allegiance 
in Providence, in 1066.) He married Elizabeth Arnold, a sister of 
Governor Benedict Arnold, the first Governor of Rhode Island. He 
was one of the principal men of thesettlement,MemberoftheCouncil, 
Adviser, etc., and tradition says a preacher, as well as a founder of 
the first Baptist Society of Providence. He died Sept. 7, 1685. In 
hie will, dated Feb. 10, 167!J-80, he mentions "my eldest son Joseph 
and my daughter Lydia Smith, my daughter Priscilla Vincent (who, 
on M:ay 31, 1G70, married William Vincent), my two sons, Silas and 
Benjamin, my son Timothy, my eon Ephraim, and the oldest son 
Ephraim of my eon Ephraim, by his first wile," also my brother, 
Stephen Arnold, my grandson Anillion Carpenter, to Elizabeth, my 
beloved wife. · 

He also mentions Susanna, sister to his grandson Ephraim, who 
was not 21 years of age at the date of his will. 

In the codicil, March 15, 1683-4, he revokes a part of his will to 
hie eon Ephraim, and wills it to his grandson Ephraim and his sister 
Susanna. 

By a deed of gift to hie sister Fridgsweet Vincent, be mentions hie 
fn.thn Richard, who left property to him in Amesbury, in the County-
of Wilts., England, to wit: "a house in Frog Lane." Deed dated 
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December 4, 1671. In the will or Ephraim Carpenter, Jun'r, he 
n1entions his !a,ther Ephraim, of Long Island. Ephraim, Jr., died 
Feb'y 22, 1697-8. 

J oi;eph Carpenter, eldest son of the above William, was born prob
ably in England. He remained at Providence with his father till 
about 1664, when he remove.' ro Long Island, and on May 24, 1668, 
he purchased from the Ind,:.!1s the land known as Maecheto Cove, 
and the ea.le was confirmed unto him by Gov'r Edmond Andross, 
Sept. 29, 1677. The Oyster Hay records contain a great number of 
deeds to and from him, as well as mention of him as referee iu dis
putes, &c. He married Ann ·wickes. He die·d in the summer of 1683. 
Letters of administration were granted to his widow Ann and his 
son Joseph, July 9, 1684. Hie children were: Joseph, Nathaniel, 
William, Thomas, Benjamin and John. 

Silas (2), brother of the above, married Sarah Arnold, daughter of 
Stephen Arnold. Silas died iif Providence, Dec'r 25, 1695 (Sw. 
Alleg., 1671. His widow married, for her second husband, Edward 
Potter). The children of Silas were: Silas, William, Mary, Ephraim, 
Joseph, Israel and Jacob. 

Joseph (2), son of Joseph (1), married Anne--, and died about 
1G92, leaving sons Joseph (3),•born Oct. lG, 1685, and Thomas. 

William, son of Joseph (l), married Elizabeth--. Their chil
dren were: William, Benjamin, Silas (and probably a Joseph), and 
one daughter Sarah, who married John Cook. 

Nathaniel Carpenter, son of Joseph (1), married Tamar Coles. 
Their children I cannot fully trace, but am satisfied that Robert, 
"the Miller," Timothy, "of North Castle," Benjamin, "the Saddler," 
and John, "of Fredericksburgh," and Nathaniel, Jr., were his. He 
removed to North Castle, Westchester County, in 1719-20, and died · 
there Feb'y 25th, 1730. (Record says Nathaniel, Jr.). 

Benjamin, son of Joseph (1), married Mercy Coles (a sister of 
Tamar). Their children were: Joseph, of Lattingtown, b. Sept. 15, 
1705; Benjamin, of Orange County, b. Nev. 3, 1708; Samuel, John 
and Timothy-five brothers-who all settled in Orange and Ulster 
County, N. j., and two daughters (twins), Elizabeth and Hannah, b. 
Aug. 17, 1708 . 
. John, son of Joseph (1), married Martha Fe&kes, June 12, 1713; 

they resided at Red Springs, L. I. (as did also his brother Benjamin). 
The children of John were probably John, Jr., Jacob, Joseph, L.aa.c, 
Martha and Phebe. 

Benjamin, of Providence, son of William (1) (Sw. Alleg., May, 
Hi71). Perhaps he married Renew, du.ughter of ,villiam Weeks, of 
Dorchester, but he was a perman~nt resident at Rehoboth. Their 
children were: Jotham, b. June 1, 1682, bapt. July 1, 1G83; John, 
ha.pt. June 21, 1691, and Submit, Nov'r 6, 1693. All, I judge, u.t 
Dorchester, in right of their mother. 

Timothy, son of William (1), married-, and had iesue, viz: 
Timothy, Elka.lannah, Elizabeth, Hannah. 

Ephraim, son of William (1), married -, and had iesue, viz: 
Ephraim, Susannah, Josias, and Joseph and Phebe. 



THE CARPENTER FAl\IILY OF LONG ISLAND AND 
NEW YORK. 

About the year 1540, one Cotleb Zimmerman emigrated from 
Prussia to England, where he married and settled. The name 
changed into English is Caleb Carpenter. He bad a family of chil
dren, one of whom was named Ezra, who alHo married and bad issue; 
among others, Elihu, who married young, and reared a large family. 
When be was quite advanced in years, the Society of Friends or 
Quakers arose, with whom he joined, and in consequence he was 
greatly peniecuted and maltreated. He finally fled with his family, 
children, and grandchild~en, takilig refuge in Holland, where he 
remained a considerable time, until the persecution abated, when 
most of them returned to England. 

From the above circumstances, it was supposed that the Carpen
ter family originated in Holland, and it iR believed that some of them 
remained in Holland, an<l they, with other English e:tiles, estab
lished Quakerism there. 

Ezra Carpenter, of Wales, England, born in the year 1570, had 
two sons, as follows: 

1. Richard, b. May 4, 1593; d. June 11, 1669. 
2. William, b. August 2:-:1, 1601; d. a bachelor in London, 1700. 
Richard Carpenter, son of Ezra, m. Rachel --, who was b. 

Feb'ry 27, 1601. Their children were: 
1. Ephraim, b. Nov. 28, 1623. 
2. John, b. Sept. 29, 1627. 
John Carpenter, son of Richard and Rachel, m. Loia Hope. Both 

d. leaving no issue. 
. Ephraim Carpenter, son of Richard and Rachel, m. Elma --, of 
Wales, England, who was b. June 17, 1627. Their children were: 

1. Ephraim, b. Nov. :-:1, 1658. 
2. Phcebe, b. July 24, 1658; left no issue. 
8. Josias, b. Sept. 12, lG61 ; left no issue. 
4. Timothy, b. Dec. l!J, 1665. 
[This family of four emigrated to America in April, 1678. Phmbe 

and Josias returned, and died leaving no issue.J 
Timothy Carpenter, m. Mercy Coles, of Glen Cove, Long Island, N. 

Y., who was b. Feb. 2, 1668. Their children were: 
1. John C., b. June 13, 1690. 
2. Huldab, b. Dec. 18, 1692. 
3. Jeptha, b. Dec. 2V, 1693. 
4. Benjamin, b. March 25, 1696. 
5. Timothy (2), b. Jan. 4, 1698. 
Timothy Carpenter (2), m. Phrebe Carpenter (who descended from 

the Rhode Island Carpenters), who was b. March l(i, 1700. T~ 
children were: 

1. ~amuel, b. Jau. 1, 172U. 



Sl 

2. Ephraim, b. July 27, 1723. 
3. George, b. Aug. 7, 1726. 
4. Ph,ebe, b. Jan'y 21, 1729; died without issue. 
5. William, b. April 5, 1731. 
6. Archeleus, * b. April 23, 1734. 

7. SBeil~ . } (Twins) bb. JJully 1155, 11773377. 
8. DJll?lllJl ' , U y , . 
9. Timothy (3), b. Aug. 1, 1740. 

10. Elizabeth, b. Nov'r 10, 1743. 
William Carpenter, eon of Timothy (2), m. Sarah Seaman, of Glen 

Cove, Long Island, N. Y., who was b. Nov. 7, 1735. William d. June 
6, 1814. Sarah, hiR v.ife, d. Jan'y 1, 1791. Their children were: 

1. Seams.n, b. Feb'y 7, 1760. 
2. Zeno, b. May 8, 1762. 
3. Stephen, b. April 29, 1764. 
4. Elizabeth, b. SeJ>t'r 17, 1766; m. Southwick. 
5. Bethana, b. Deer 5, 1767; m. Warden; died without issue. 
6. Phcebe, b. March 23, 1769; m. Hoage. 
7. Mar~·. b. Sept'r 23, l 771~ m. J. CoDJlell. 
8. Caroline, b. March 8, 1773; d. without issue. 
9. James, b. July 14, 1775; d. young. 

10. Sarah, b. April 6, 1777; m. D. Carman. 
Seaman Oarpenter, eon of William, m. March 19, 1791, Sarah Sim

mons, of Saratoga County, N. Y., who was b. August 30, 1771. Sarah 
d. Sept. 19, 1806. Seaman d. Jan'y 22, 1842. Their children were: 

1. John, b. Dec'r 21, 1793. 
2. Sarah, b. Jan'y 20, 1797. 
3. Ruth, b. Oct. 14, 1799. 
4. Hiram, b. Dec'r 14, 1801. 
Uuth Carpenter, daughter of Seaman, m. Asa Barker, of Barkers

ville, on Nov. 27, 1817, who was b. Oct. 7, 17il4. Their children 
were: 

1. William O., b. Mp.rch 14, 1819. 
2. Susan M., b. Oct. 30, 1821. 
3. Lydia Ann, b. Jan. 25, 1822. 
4. ::Sarah, b. Jan. 30, 1825; died. 
5. David, b. Sept. 17, 1827. 
6. )lariat, b. April 25, 1831; died Aug. 19, 1878. 
Asa, d. April 21, 1868; Ruth, his wife, d. Aug. 22, 1867. 
Benjn.min t Carpenter, son of Timothy (1), m. October 30, 1718, 

Dianah Alvenson, who was b. March 19, 1698. Benjamin d. March 
26, 1778. Diana.h d. Nov. 2, 1768, and was buried at Friends' Meet~ 
ing House, in Cbapaqua, West.chester County, N. Y. Their children 
were: 

1. Eliza, b. Sept. 12, 1719. 
2. Elijah, b. Dec. 23, 1722. 
3. Ezra, b. May 6, 1726. 

* On account of his loyalty, he emigrated to Novi. Scotia during the Revolu
tionary W11.r, where the family have siDce resided. 

t Benjamin married a Hco11d wife, Lydi» -, who died.Nu,·. 25, 1778. 
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4. Luther, b. Aug. 16, 1730. 
5. Sarah, b. July 11, 1734. 
6. Caleb, b. Sept. 25, 1736. 
Caleb Carpenter, son of Benjamin, m. July 22, 1759, Amy--. 

Caleb d. Dec. 20, 1826. Amy d. Jan. 18, 1795. Their children 
were: 

1. Lebe, b. July 4, 1760. 
2. Benjamin, b. April 1, 1762. 
3. Mary, b. :May 26, 1767. 
4. Lydia, b. Aug. 4, 1769; d. 1796. 
5. John, b. Oct. 20, 1771. 
6. Zeno, b. Dec. 8, 1773; d. 1795. 
7. Ruth, b. Jan. 24, 1776. 
8. Caleb, b. Oct. 24, 1778; d. 1814. 
Elijah, son of Benjamin, married Ellen--, who was b. June, 18, 

1728. Their children were: 
1. Samuel, b. Oct. 5, 1751. 
2. Amy, b. Jan. 3, 1753. • 
3. George, b. July 17, 1754. 
4. Benjamin, b. June 30, 1756. 
5. Phcebe, b. Dec. 22, 1760. 
John Carpenter, son of Timothy lat; married C;rntbia--, who 

was born March 22, 1693, and died lfay 24, 1776. Johit died .March 
19th, 1771. Their children were: 

1. John, b. July 1, 1714. 
2. Lucretia, b. April 6, 1719. 
3. Abel. b. Dee. 4, 1726. 
4. Susan Ann, b. Sept. 17, 1730. 
John Carpenter, son of John; married--. Their children were 
1. Daniel, b. Nov. 20, 1730. 
2. Abraham, b. Dec. 27, 1738. 
3. Nancy, b. Nov. 2, 1740. 
4. Jesse, b. Dec. 18, 1743. 
5. Jacob, b. March 6, 1745. 
G. Zeppy, b. April 16, 1749. 
7. Isaac, b. Sept. 3, 1751. 
8. Gilbert, b. Sept. 4, 1754. 
9. Sarah, b. Oct. 23, 1755. 
Abraham Carpenter, son of John, the batter; married Lydia Tot-

ten. Their children were: 
1. John, b. Dec.12, 1761; d. 1762. 
2. Stephen, b. March 5, 1763; d. 1843. 
3. Peter, b. March 15, 1765; d. 1833. 
4. Anna, b. Dec. 12, 1709; d. 1770. 
5. Freelove, b. Oct. 12, 1767; d. 1835. 
6. James, b, Oct. 4, 1771; d. 1858. 
7. Eliza.beth, b. Jan. 22, 1773; d. 1848. 
8. Daniel, b. May 30, 1775; d. 1840. 
9. Abraham, b. Sept. 10, 1777; d. 1838. 

10. Isaac, b. Oct. 10, 1779; d. 1836. 
11 1 0 ,.,,l. l. t•n♦ 10 1""'•a .l ,uon 
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12. Thomas T., b. Jan. 3, 1782; d. 1836. 
Daniel Carpenter, son of Abraham: married Fanny Hawkshurst in 

1709. Their children were: 
1. Edward, b. Sept. 28, 1800. 
2. Asa B., b. Feb. 11, 1812. 
a. Daniel H., b. Nov. 2, 1806. 
4. Pboobe Jane, b. NoY. 27, 1813. 
Pbrebe Jane Carpenter, dang-bter of Daniel, married, March 24, 

H,40, J;~mes H. :\Iills. Their children were: 
1. William G., b. Sept. 1, 18!1. 
2. Frank H., b. June 7, 1844. 
3. Charles C., b. Nov. 8, 1851. 
Ephraim Carpenter, brother of Timothy (1), who was born in Walu, 

Eugland, ancl who came to America in 1678; bad a son, Ephraim 
Cu.rpenter, who married, Nov. 15, 1675, Phoobe Hope, who wiu born 
Ft:b, 14, 1655. Their <'hildr"'n were: 

1. Aruy, b. Oct. 8, 1676. 
2. Joi.ia.s, b. Feb. 10, 1681. 
3. ,Josepli, b. :\Ia.'" 29, 1684. 
4. Julia Ann, b. June 21, 1687. 
5. Ashman, b. Aug. 11, 1 mm. 
6. Hope, b. Dec. 12, 1690. 
Josias Carpenter, eon of Ephraim, m. ----. Their children 

were: 
1. Silas, b. Dec. 20, 170!). 
2. Reuben, b. April 18, li13. 
3. Hamuel, b. --, 1716. 
4. Elmara, b. Aug. 13, 171!). 
fi. Oliver, b. March 17, 1722. 
6. Lucy, b. June 22, 172{j. 
Samuel Carpenter, son of Josias, born on Long Island, married, 

1737, Elizabeth Leeds, of Egg Harbor. He died Aug. 2, 1804. Their 
children were: 

1. Elizabeth, b. April 2, 1733. 
2. Hannah, b. March D, 1740; died. 
8. Anne, b. Nov. 8, 1741; died. 
4. Anne, b. Aug. 2i, 1743. 
6. Joseph, h Aug. 14, 1745. 
6. John, b. Oct. H, 1747. 
7. Hannah, b. Feb. 14, 17W. 
8. l:iarah, b. July ~. l i:j~. 
9. Huth, b. ~larch 11, 175-3. 

10. l\lary, b. Feb. ::!, 175~. 

i 1 r:r:t~l,} b. Juno 20, l 7ul. 

Joseph Carpenter, son of Samuel, married ---. Their chil-
dren were: 

1. ,Joseph, b. Juno Ju, 17/iV; cliecl. 
2. Sarah, b. Oct. 15, J 7io; died, 
3. Jollu, b. July 17, 17,2; died. 
4. Susannah; b. April l:i, 177-1; died. 
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5. Samuel, b. l\farch2, li76; died. 
6. Jonathan, b. Jan. 6, 1 i 80; died. 
7. Ruth. b. April 24, 1783. 
8. Rachel, b. July 25, 1786. 
9. Elizabeth, b. April 10, 1790. 
Samuel Carpenter, eon of Joseph, married-----..· Their chil-

dren were: 
1. Reuben, b. Jan. 13, 1802; d. June 14, 1802. 
2. Joseph, b. Oct. 19, 1803. 
3. E11ther, b. Sept. 24, 1813. 
4. Charles, b. Sept. 29, 1815: died 
Oliver Carpenter, eon of Josias, married Martha---, who waa 

born June 8, 172!. Their children weie: 
1. Lydia, b. Sept. 3, 1744. 
2. Barlow, b. Sept. 11, 1747. 
3. Oliver, b. June 21, 1754. 
Ashman Carpenter, son of Ephraim, married Lucy Amelia --, 

who was born .March 19, 1691. Their children were: 
1. Silas, b. April 8, 1713. 
2. Benedict. b. Jan. 11, 1715. 
3. Archibald, b. May 16, 1717. 
4. Margaret, b. Sept. 16, 1720. · 
Archibald, son of Ashman, married Hannah --.-, who was bom 

Dec. 26. 17:.ll. Their children were: 
1. Ashman, b. Aug. 27, 1741. 
Ephraim and Josias acquired title to lands. 
According to Thompson's History of Loug l'llo.nd, Ephraim and 

Josias purchased land in the town of Oyster Bay, on Long Island, 
N. Y., on the 0th of January, 1685, S'.Jme six years after th~ir arrival 
in this countr.v. On the 26th of llay 1663, the Indians sold a part 
of Mantinecock to Capt. John Uuderhill, John Froi..t and William 
Frost; another part on the 20th of April, 1G(i9, to Richard L:iting; 
another part, on the 1st December, 1683, to Thomas Townsend, and 
upon the 9,.h of January, 16'i5, the chiefs, namely, S11canemen alias 
Runu.suck Chechayen, aiia.<J Quaropin Sa111ase (1;00 of T,Lckapausba), 
bP.ing empowered hy the rest of the Inuians, conveyeJ the residue of 
Mantinecock, together with ,:;ome other lands, for the price of Hixty 
pouucls of current mercL,mtaLle pn;r, to Jamee Cook, Joseph Dtck
enson, Robert Townsen<l, Stephen Birdsull, James l'owm;encl, D.m
iel Week11, Isa.fl,() Doug-hty, John Wood, Edmund Wright, Culeb 
Wright, John Wright, William Frost and John ~1::wman: aud there
upon the said grantees agreed to accept as joint purcl.111scrs with 
them the followin~ named pereonR, being then the acknowledged 
inhabitants an<l freeholJers of the town, comprising the mo.:;t com
plete list of names at the time which the records present. 

Among some forty-eight names appear the names ol Josias and 
Ephrai11.1 Carpenter. 

It appears that Ephraim and Josias Carpenter purchased lands in 
OyRter B:1y, which joills Herupstea<l on the north. 

Timothy Carpenter, when he 11.rrivetl in Am,•rica, was only thir
teen year,; old, and wa11 too young to purchase land or participate in 



Si 

municipal affairs. It appear8 be engaged in the cooperage busi
ness, in which bis grandson, William, and bis gree.t-grnndson, Sea
man, also engaged in. Timotb~· Carpenter, being a Quaker or Friend, 
was not allowed to have anv kind of monument erected to mark his 
plnce of burial. No family· 1,lots for burial were allowed; they were 
inten-ed in rows, without regard to relationship, side by side. For 
t.hiR reason it is impossible to find his burial place. The town records 
of Hempstead, Long Island, were destroyed by fire on the 31st of 
October, 1797. 

Timothy Carpenter, second ROD of the above Timothy 1st, removed 
from Hempstead, some fifty mfa·s distant, to North Castle, in the 
county of \Ves'cllester, N. Y., where he purchased a fa.rm, on which 
he resided until bis death, and was interred in the Quaker burial
grounds at Chapaqua. His will was dated July 21, 1763, admitted 
to probate Aui:rust :JO, 176U, and is recorded in the Surrogate's office 
in the city of New York. 

The above bas been furnished by Mr. W. C. Barker. It is 
believed that it is a branch of the :MasHacbusetts family, as JoF1eJ h, 
the eldest son (>f William, of Providence, settled on Long falancl lli 

1G64. 
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To the Members of the Carpenter Fund .Association. 
For years past it has· been asserted and believed thnt there was in 

England a sum of money, variously estimated from two hundred to 
two hundred and fifty millions of dolJo.rs, which belonged to, and 
could be recovered by the lawful heirs of an ancestor named 
William Carpenter. 

The origin of the family and the fund has been at all times differ
ently stated, but tlie version giren to me was that which bad been 
publiE,bed by former delegates, and other apparently reliable sources, 
which I quote ns follows : . 

The history of the Carpenter claim, now in the Bank of Engla.nd, 
in· brief, is as follows : 

William Carpenter died a bachelor, at London, in the year 1700, 
at the age of 97 years, leaving 11.ll estate by will to hi!1 Americau 
heirs, valued at £!0,000,030, or in U. S. Currency $200,000,000. 
Several efforts had been made to recover this immense fortunP, and 
in the year 1845 an Engfah branch of tLe Carpeuter family mude 
claim to this estate, tlie same being contested before the Lord Cban
cellor, at London, in the year 1816 ; occupying tLe court some five 
or six months. · 

This claim wa<J ma.de in the name of Henry Carpenter and Ash
man Hope, of :rtiancheister, Eoglo.nd. 

They did not claim to be heirs in the re~ular line of descent, but 
petitioned the Lord Chancellor to award the estate to them as a 
collateral branch, insomuch as the estate had been held in trust by 
the Crown for over one hundrE>d years, and as the heirs to whom it 
rightfully belonged had not claimed it. 

'l'heir cl11.im was not entertained. The following particulars were 
ascertained duri1Jg the above proceedings: 

On the l 9th day of Au!?UBt, l i07, there waig turned over to the 
custody of the Crown £2,796, 8, 11, which was invested in British 
Securitier>, at 3 pt!r cent., and iu addition to the above, it is Sllid 
there still remains ar;sl:!ts tiufficie11t, wLen added to the above, to 
make a total of £40,00U,000. 

At the termination of the above suit a delegation of American 
geutleruen wo.s empowered to contest the claim for some claiwunts 
wLo then re;;i<led in tLe vicinitv of Bost,m, Mass. 

TLey petitioned tLc Lord Cho.ncdlor to be grauted a henring, and 
to Le allowe<l tLe use of the tf.stiwony produced by the Manchester 
Carpenters, so far as it might be applic,41.>le to their case. 

'lbe petition being granted, the proceedings were then continued 
ill the interef:!t of the llustun Carpcnten!, who, however, were un• 
able to estauli1;h their line of descent. 

Their suit was denied, as it was found, in the language of the Lord 
Chancellor's decree, •· That tLe claimants were not the lawful and 
lineal descendants of William Carpeuter, who died in 1700." 

One of the aaicl delegates stuto<l that it was admitted that the 



rightful heirs to the estate of William Carpenter are the descendants 
of Ephriam, Josias, Timothy, and their sister, Phcebe Carpenter, who 
came to America in the vear 1G78. 

In a ldition to the above, in an estate left by William Carpenter, of 
ProYitlence, R. L, amounting to one hundred and mty thousand 
pounds. Will dated 1684. 

There are other Ca.i1)enter estates in the Court of Chancery un-
claimed. · 

No details as yet have been ascertained, but it is known that they 
number six or more. The small estates were left between 1684 and 
lHOl, and the several amounts at the time they were left were as fol
lows: 

£2,700; £1,600; £1,900; £2,300; £2,700; £3,100; £19,100. 
It was stated that the different amounts above named belonged to 

the various branches of the Carpenter family in America.. Other 
parties interested had other theories as to the funds, estates and an
cestors; but ns these were not made known to me, and as I had no 
other knowledge, I was compelled to adopt the above theories, as they 
came from apparently authentic sources It was also asserted that 
advertisement:. had repeated}~· appeared in the English newspapers 
calling upon the heirs of William Carpenter to make good their 
claim. 

It was further said that the money had been invested in annuities, 
and that the annual list had been published by the English authori
ties invariably calling for the said heirs, and was further stated that 
lists of unclaimed money in the Bank of England and Court· of Chan
cery had frequently been published, and that the name of William 
Carpenter always appeared in them. 

So convincing has been the belief in the existence of this fund, that 
severn.l associations composecl of the descend11,nts of Carpenters (your 
own omong them) had been formed and sent delegates to England 
to make the requisite investigation and to institute proceedings 
necessary to recover it. 

Among theso Mr. Frederick Aredale and Mr. William Carpenter, 
of :Philadelphia, Pa., the foremost. They made elaborate statements 
which were the resultc3 of their investigations, which they transmitted 
to and were received by the different members of the Carpenter fam
ily as entirely reliable. 
COP~ OF LETTERS FROll llR, PBILLIPPS, A CLAllll AGE~T OF LOND0'.11, J!:NG. 

No. !l3 HIGBGATE Ro.\D, N. W .• LoNDON, 17 Julv. 
I have had the pleasure of receiving your letter of the 22 ultimo, 

inclosing an article from a newspaper giving a detailed history of 
the Wm. Carpenter claim. I am in a position to confirm the truth 
of the statement therein set forth. The money is all right and can 
n > doubt be recovered, but in the first place you must send me.all 
the particulars of your client's pedig-ree. The government alleged 
that Wm. Carpenter, who died in 1700, was an illegitimate, but this 
is not the case ; and if :your client's pedigree is all right I think we 
can go in and win. But you Lad better send in the particulars at 
once, so tLat if there is any defect in the pedigree l may be able to 
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make it good. The next thing to take into consideration is the 
money which will be required to fight the battle with. However, 
supposing your clients are poor, if the pedigree is correct I shall 
have no difficulty in raising the necessary funds. It "-'ill be best, 
however, before deciding upon the course to be pursued, for me to 
certify as to the correctness of the claim. 

Yours faithfully, 
(Signed,) Jurm PBILUPPS, 

In answer to the above I sent a large pedigree, and also requested 
that a statement should be forwarded to us, but in response received 
the following letter : 

LoNDoN, Oct. 29th, '82. 
If you require any further information from me you must send 

me £100 or $000, because, if I would send you the information you 
ask for, which is of great value, you would, no doubt, sen·e me as I 
have been often served bv American.a. 

You will also pleMe observe that, if you expect me to write you 
on this case, you must send me £10 or $50 to cover time and post
age. I have already devoted much time to this business. 

(Signed,) JAm:s PBILI.IPPS. 
In answer to this I stated that I simply wished to establish the fact 

of the existence of such an estat.(>, known as the William Carptnter 
estate, un~ettled and awaiting a rightful claimant, and if he had 
proofs which would do this beyond a reasonable douut, I was pre• 
pared to pay him liberally for such facts. I stated that I did not 
want him to reveal any secrets to me or give me any of his facts till 
the proper time. 

But, is there a case, and can you establish the fact beyond a rea• 
sonable doubt? I asked. In response, I received the following: 

LOSDON, Jan. 4th, 1883. 
This is a very great estate nnd a great haul Clln be made, provided 

we have got the right parties, but all will dApend upon the pedigree, 
wLich, upon the receipt of $.'iOJ, I will make perfect., and have a 
proper legal opinion upon it b~fore I open fire for the recovery of 
the property. 

With respect to term'i for the recovery of this vast sum of money, 
I think I ougbt to have half. 

Yours truly, JAKES PBILLTPPS. 
These re-ports seemed to be eutirely accurate. In fact, there was 

no reason to doubt them. Tiley were corroborated inferentially by 
all the accounts received from other sources, and the details of the 
iDvestigations inspired contiden~e. Your association relied upon it, 
and no blame can be attached to yo? for such reliance. You would 
have apparently been false t) the obJect and purpose of your organ
ization, if you had not taken measures to protect what thus appeared 
to be tbe vital interests of your con1et1tucncy. 

Of course you had no means of judgiug o( the correctness of the 
statements as to the genealogy, but the showing as to the fUDd was 
such as to demaud action upon your part. 

Believing- thnt your intllrests should be represented by some one 
who was devoted to them exclusivdy, you houored me with an offt1r 
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of employment to ascertain definitely whether BUch an unclaimed 
fund exii-ted, and if it did, theu to ascei-ta.in further to whom it 
belon~e<l, and wh'at would be the most expeditious and certain way 
of recoveriug it. 

I acl'eptP.d the offn, and after h1n·ing e'!.ha.usted such resources as 
I had in Englantl, tc, IJo avail, I found it necessary to go to London, 
personally, so that I might give the case my personal and prompt 
uttention. 

The importance of this matter, and the great interest which it has 
for years excited, have impressed rue with my respon11ibility and led 
me to examine the records with as much care n.s possiLle. 

Although working under great <lisadvantag-ts, I h11.ve not been 
deterred by fear or favor from walking steadily onwurd in the path 
of equity anu justice. 

I am comiuced that an lionest opinion and a true statement of 
the facts of tLe case, in all such cases, should in no m,mner be 
e,·a-Ied, but should be fairly r,tateu by the expression of onEo'::1 careful, 
guurdt-<1 nnd unbiased judgment: nnJ if on~ has fairly and hone~tly 
acu,<l, I believe he perforws his duty anJ gives to bis clients hi11 be.ilt 
endeavors. 

I will t;tate such fn.cts and information which I have been able to 
J?&ther about tbe c,1se, with fr;1.uknes!!, candor, and sincerity, that 
th••se perso,,s who know IDB would recognize as the coutrolling prin
ciple of my life, by calling- thiu~s by their proper names. 

I will carefully abstain from straining any point or oTer-estimating 
fa.ct,, even to a hair, for the purpose of showing the fallacy where I 
do not E-in<"erelv believe it to be. 

I arrived in London after n.n une::tpectPd delay, and began my task 
on the lbth day of April, 1883. The work wa11 by no means speedily 
accomplished, a;i there were numerous obstl\cles and embn.rrassmenta 
in the wn.y. Amoug tbe most serious of these were the offici1tl regu-
1:,tions of the various public offices, which amount almost to a prohi
bition of all inquiry. I quote them, viz.: 

'fhe rules prescrihed by the lla'lter of the Rolls reRpecting the 
Chancery l\Iaster's Documents in his charge and supe1intendence, 
passtd pursun.ut to Stat. 40 und 41, Vie., Cbap. 55. 

I. ·• Any person wishing to in-;pect, or have copies of the Chan
cer~· Master's Document11, i.ball a,ldress a petiti'>n to the llaster of 
tl.i~ Holl,-, 1,tatin~ the nature and object of tue ReareL." 

II. " Except under special circumstances, no person will be allowed 
to inspect or have copies of the documents unless he satisfies the 
Master of the Rolls, by primafar:ie evidence, either that he claims, 
under one of the parties to the cause, who, if living, would be enti
tled to inspect the documents, or that he would be a person entitled 
to revive the cause. if it were eliective, or that he has & right to the 
documents themselves. 

II~ "_The ?.Jaster of th~ Rolls, should he see no objections to the 
application, will then, subJect to the consent of the Treasury being 
obtaine<l by the parties, give the necessary permission. 

IV. '' The fees are the same as that of the regulations of the Mu-
ter of the Rolls. . 

•• 24th May, 1875. (Signed,) G. JnM:L, M. R." 
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This is followed by an application to the Treasury for its consent. 
Under this rule I was peremptorily refused permission to make a 
personal inspection of the boo.ks at the office of the Accountant-Gen
eral in Chancery. 

In the second supplement to the London Gazette, March 1st, 1877, 
is a like rule as to the funds no,v in chancery. 

"No information is to be given by the Chancery Paymaster 
respecting the money or securities to the credit of any cause, mat
ter or account in this list, until he has been furnished with a state- . 
ment in writing by a solicitor requiring such information, of the 
name of the person in whose behalf he applies. and that in such 
solicitor's opmion the applicant is beneJicially interested in such 
moneys or securities." 

No information of any sort is volunteered in any of the public 
offices in England. 

It is only to be got upon the most pointed and direct interroga
tory, persi&-tently repeated, and the response is as pointed and brief 
as possible. . 

All the very ancient documents are in either Latin, Norman, French, 
or lJlack ktter, and often such a mixture as to be quite incomprehen
sible at first to one unused to reading them, and most of them are 
so obscure by age as to require much time and patience to decipher 
them. 

l\ly search, as will be seen, was largely among these !oJios. The 
subject would run together, and for days at a time I would be driven 
back and forth from one topic to another in the hope· of obtaining 
the particulars demanded before a proper answer would be given to 
my inquiry. 

For instance: In asking at the chancery office whether any funds 
existed which belonged to William Carpenter's heirs. it was required 
to be stated, before replying, what particular persons of that name 
claimed to be heirs, what relation they were, bow and in what way I 
was interested. 

This would drive me back to the genealogical researches, and thus 
I was continually retarded and embarrassed. 

These were not the only discouragements. It was not long before 
I foun<l that there existed a general distrust of such claims, and the 
Carpenter claim in particular WB.F.I well known had been frequently 
examine<l by responsible lawyers, who hnd all agreed that there was 
nothing in it. 

Messrs. J. &. W. Maud. prominent English solicitors, to whom I 
am under many obligations for professional courtesy extended to 
me, bad previously examined the claim thoroughly, and was entirely 
satisfied there was no fund, and that all my time given to the case 
would be uselessly wasted. ?tlessrs. Cowlard & Cowlard, who were 
previously instructed by me to probe the matter to the bottom, spar
ing neither time or expense. 

They made the search as directed, and reported that, positively, 
there is no such fund in existence to be paid, even if any heirs of 
William Carpenter could prove a right to receive it. 

Messrs. Poole, Hughes & Poole stated that, after a thorough exam-
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ination of the records, they were unable to find any record relating 
to i.he matter. 

l\1essrs. :Bumpas, Bishoff & Dobson, prominent English solicitors, 
informed me that they had made careful search at the Public Record 
office for any proceedin~s in the name of either Carpenter or Hope, 
for the years 1843 to 1848 inclusively, but could find no orders in any 
causes or matter in either of the names between those years in any 
way relating to the subject matter. 

Other equally eminent solicitors-one an American, who was set
tled in London-considered the pursuit hopeless. He stated that the 
practice of advertising for missing heirs to arpear and receive their 
immense sums of unclaimed money wa .. a regular business in Lon
don, with branches established in most of the American cities, and 
reg-retted that bis countrymen should be constantly defrauded by 
being made the dupes of such devices. He stated that he knew 
that the1·e was no such ftmd, ancl never had been no such ancestor, 
no such claim, and no use in looking it up. 

This, it was presumed, should be conclusive, and 1· might accept 
it at once, but I stateJ that 1 proposed to make a personal exami
nation. 

All these parties were of the highest integrity and professional 
standing, with no motive whatever to m:slead, but, on the contrary, 
everv desire to aid me. 

I(I had not pledged myself to make a personal examination, I 
would have accepted their statement and immediately returned, but 
I felt that I must go on. and would have been glad to have received 
from them any affirmative suggestions as to the early Carpenter 
genealogy. 'l'hey could give me none. They could not give me 
any actual starting point in the genealogy. They had had none for 
themselves, and hence could not give me a11y data by which I could 
review their work or begin my ov.11. All they knew was, that there 
was no such fund. After these inteniews I ceased to ask for any 
further suggestions from any one. I saw that I must depend on my 
own exertions. 

The whole field was untrodden. I found it a labyrinth which I 
was compelled to explore in darkness and ignorance, without a com
pass, and with obstructions and confusions on every side. 

I did explore it, nevertheless, and now that I have done so, I am 
reluctantly and regretfully forced to admit that all they told me was 
entirely correct, and that my search was unprofitable, although not 
useless. 

After months of conscientious and assidu')us labor under the most · 
trying circumstances, I have thoroughly satisfied myst.lf that there 
is no fund now in the Bank of England or the Court of Chancery in 
the name of Carpenter, or belonging by descent to any member of 
this or other similar associations. • 

The motive which prompted this deception upon a large body of 
expectant people, wholly at that time without the means of detecting 
it, cannot be too strong-ly charactcrizetl I also found many other of 
the statements made and published, to be equallv unwarranted, and 
nearly all of them to be won, or less mi1:1Jc.n<ling. · 
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this basis in them, iii a b()ok published by a )Ir. Preston. entiUed, 
"Jndex to Heirs at Law, Ne::tt of Kin, Owners of Unclaimed :\Ioney, 
Missing Friends and Le·~a.tees or their representatives, in chancery 
suits, who have been advertised for during the last 150 yea.rs," &c., 
&c. 

There is o. numerical reference to twelve advertisements for per
sons of the name of <.:arpniter. I have procured o. copy of this book, 
which is at my office for inspection. I procured the full facts as to 
each of these advertisements and give 1 hem herewith. 

Carpenter, Daniel, late of Herningsham, in the County <,f Wilt
shire, who died June 30, 1835; is supposed to have left surviving 
him a brother James and a. nnphew Thomas. Next of kin inquired 
for :n st Dec., 1854. This consisted of a small personal estate, which 
was divided amongst them in due course. 

Carpenter, Ann, spinster, late cf :Eastbourne. in the County of 
Sussex, and who died April 3U, 1857. Next of kin inquired for in 
1858. 

Carpenter, John and Geo1·ge, late of Shepherds Bush. Hammer
smith, in the county of Middlesex; creditors inquired for in 1837. 

Carpenter. Jo.mes, late of Leigh, in the parish of Westbury, in the 
county of "Wiltshire, and who died Dec., Hsl 7. Inquired by Court 
of Chancery lH:i.2. 

Carpenter, George, late a GE!neral in Her Majesty's East India 
service. Inquired for by Court of Chancery 1855. 

Carpenter, Henry, who died in London in 1837. Next of kin in
quired for. 

Carpenter, J. & Co., inquired for to take dividends arising from 
the estate of Le ::\I essuricr Havilan!], l 8;14. 

Carpenter, John, late of Newton Lane. London. Deceased in
quired for by the Court of Chancery in 17 72. 

Carr,enter. John, who diecl at the Falklo.nd Island. It is under
stood 'that he had relatives residing at Blackheath or Greenwich. 
Next of )!:in inquired for in 1847. The above amounted to £9.0.5 
sterling. which sum was d11ly po.id over to Sarah Webster of 4 Follin 
:::it., London, who established her claim to the same. 

Carpenter, Richard, of ~ewca.stle l'lace, Edgewater Rood, in the 
County of Mi<ld., coach builder. Creditors inquired for in 1854. 

Carp1·nter, John, a Lutlt-'r in 1830 for Major 'JJ..iomas Cope, of Lon
don. Ne::tt of kin iuquir.-d for 1847. 

Carpenter, c·liildreu of Dr. :Kathaniel, lnte of the connt:v of Kings 
and Qu, ens, Virginia, who <lied in the month of April, 1778, leaving 
Corydon Carpenter, William Fountleroy Carpenter, Nnlhrrnitil and 
Bushrod Ciirpentt-r, him surviYing or either of the next of kiu or lt-g
atees of the imid Corydon, William Fountleroy, Nathaniel and Bueh
roLl Carpenter. 

It wus eYident at a glance, that nei111er of the abo"l"e r£-lated to the 
objeet of my search; but by the time I hnd disf'o,·ered (Lis, I had al
so discovertd that it is a common custom in :England to advertise 
in !Lis manJJer for debtors and "itnessess ·wl10 Lave absconded or 
whoise ret>idences are u11known, and to tndeavor to gtt service of 
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lar purposes. Not one in tive huu<hed is a genuiue advtrtisement 
for the purpose professed. 

Not long 1,ince the1e wns an exp0sure of thiq Fwindling prnctice, 
which, for audacity nnrl txti-tt, e\'cn surpas~ecl the frauds of the uo
toriouR a.(.henturess, JJ,,.s FurnPau:r.. A compnny i.tyling themse!Yes 
"lhe Internatioual Law Agency," avowel1ly estalili~be,l for the pur
Jiorse of Jisco,·ering beil'e, nt-:tt of kin, and rec·overiug vast sumti at 
present in chancery, announting that they bad importnut ag-encies 
in New York. Their adYertisen1ent~, which ,vere exteni,ively circula
ted through every poi;siule medium, prominently ~et forth that nes.t 
of kin and heirs were wanted fur uuclaimed money amounting to 
£2:i, 750,U0O, and offel'ing- to snpply on rec ipt of a pcstage eto.wp, 
either a circ,ular ou unclaimed money, or an elaborately compiluJ 
book, contaiuing names of persons w11nted to succeed to undaimed 
money aDd property. 

~usiness was also invited by additional advertieemi>nte, requesting 
all" pu.rties" bearing the commonest names, sueh for insto.uce us 
Smith, Jonei::, Johnson, ,vnite, Brown, Davis, Wood, ,vlll'u, &c., to ap
ply at the office. 

'l'hese lists of nnmes were re,:?uln.rly varied in the announcements, 
and the tempting bllit seews to have be· n irresistiule. 
· Many huudreds were vie timized in this manner, 11.ltbough no pub

lic u:posure of the dee, pliou practiced La!'!, for olnious reason~, hith
erto l>een made. Implicit confidence seems to ha,e been shown by 
the army of dupes, with a few e1ceptions, and in theHe cues, the per
sons by threats and even personal violence succeeded in baYing re
turned to them the "fees" which they had p:1.id to the agency upon 
the most glowing representations as to t.ue untold weu.ltb which 
rightly bt!longed to them, and which wus easily obtainal,le by the 
agency. Inquiries have resulted in showing p1·etty cle11.rly the meth
ed11 of these ewiu<llers. 

Io every ini;tn.oce, applicants for information were informed that 
they were entitled to property. A clerk eng,,ged in the office stated 
contidentially that he hud uo kno"·leuge of 1tny monPy evt r being ob
tlliued on bobalf of dieuts through the im.trurnentality of th~ agenC'y. 

Although consultations we1·c anuounce<l to be without chu.r~e, a 
guinea at.a<l a half or more appears to huve been levied as 11relimiu~ry 
e:s.pE:nseR, after which the charges accumulated according to the cir
cumstances, and upou the most ing1mio11s pretexts. 

Auother fertile source of rE:venue to the agtmcy, was the payment 
for a lithogru.pb. form of agreement, which ea.ch applicant wu.s re
quired to sign. 

Tuis agrel!ruent, which is skillfully drawn, pledges the client to pay 
to the 11~ency a percentage-g1merally 20 per cent.-vn.rJing accord
in~ t.o the amount of tLe claim. 
' Claimants were told tiwe after time that the conductors of the 

agency believed their claims were incontestable, an:l that tile agen
cy knew where to put their fing-err, upon the money, and that they 
ha.cl been watchin~ it a consider11ble tune. 

Thei;e stn.teweuts were supp01·ted by the production of letters, pur-
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identity of the claimants. 

The entire proceedings were a sham, and not the slightest effort 
wa.8 made to carr.v out ti.le professed intentions for which the offices 
purported to ba\'e been opened. 

The wickedness of these hollow-hearted cheats and swindlers, who 
prey on credulous, ignorant and weak-minded people, are found in 
eYery part of tLe Uuited States. 

The g-rosi;est instance of humbug tba.t I have met with for a long 
tiUJe, is tLnt of an indi,;dua.l in this cit.v, who advertisPs that he is an 
att rney at law, and the only office of· record of unclaimed estates 
ancl monev to be f_mnd in tb1:1 Ullited Stat.es. 

This individual should be required to furnish information which 
would e~tublish hiR rigllt to the title of attorney at la,v, and how this 
igunrawous can take iu intelligent people i11 a m~·st.ery to me. 

There are several daim lawyers in New Yo,k City and elsewhere, 
wl10, under pretense of inve1,til,!n.ting claim11, swindle those "·ho con
fide iu tliem. The metlw<l of invt'stigation adopted by some of these 
so-called claim lawyers is outrageous. 

The lwpt:s of the i:.:noraut are fed, their pockets plundered, fees are 
chBrg-ed ancl 110 ser\'ice rendered. 

In some such ca.Res no Rervice could possibly be performed, as the 
estate11 are t:ntirely out of the sphere of action of Raid claim lawyers. 
Books are published by them containing lists of supposed heirs. 
TheRe books are only bait to hook; those who "bite " will be "bit
ten," taken in and swindled. 

A claim lawyer of the above clescription will always talk much 
about himself, tell you what great things he achieved, he recovered 
this and that. 

8uch men are very avaricious. and leave a bad itnpression, because 
of their meanness. The~· would take the last dqllar from a poor 
widow for wcrthless service, and, in my opinion, they are as neat 
thieves as the law a.llows. Age is no evidence of virtue or capability. 
One may be within a few years of his grave, and yei be selfish, mer
cenary, wicked 

); o • other rule co.n be given by which to juclge such creatures. than 
may 1Je found in their miserable faces and their bad heads-of course 
their advertisements, personal boastings. etc., will convince those 
having ordinary intelligence, of their worthlessness. 

BA::-K OF EXGLAHD. 

This bank, the most important in the world, was projected by Wil
liam l'att~xrm, nnd was incorporated July 27, 169!. 1t• was consti
tuted as a joint stock association, with 11, capital of £1,t00,000, which 
was Jent at interest to the Government of William and Mary, at the 
time in a state of embarrassment, at its verv outRet; therefore, the 
Bank of England was a servant of Government, and, in a lesser or 
greater degree. it ~as enjo~·ed this character through all the stages 
of its subsequent history. At fln,-t the charter of the Bank was for 
eleven years only; but, in consequence of the great service of the 
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institution to GovP.rnment, its. charter has been at various times 
renewed. Viewed in its banking department, the bank differs from 
other banks in having the management of the " Public Debt," and 
paying the dividends on it, in holding the deposits belonging to 
Government. and making advances to it when necessary, in aiding 
in the collection of the public revenue, and in being the bani: uf 
othPr bankR. 

The bank is also custodian of boxes deposited in its cellars for 
safe keeping. It is a pity that these boxes a.re not oYerhauled after 
a lapse of a certain number of years, and their contents advertised. 
It has occasionally ouzed out that runny of these ·consignments are not 
only of rare intrinsic and historic value, but of gr.eat romantic inter
est. l<'or instance, some years ago. the servants of the Bank of Eng
land discovered in its vaults a chest, which, on being moved, liter
ally fell to pieces. On examining the contents, a quantity of massive 
plate, of the period of King Charles II., was discovered, alon~ with a 
bunclle of old love-letters written during the period of the Restora
tion. 

The Directors of the bank caused a search to be made in their 
books. Tbe representative of the original depositor of the box was 
discovered, and the plate and love letters handed over. There is 
also a large collection of articles deposited in the vaults belonging 
to suitors in chancery. 

The following are a few of the most noticeable: 
.A. box containing small articles of jewelry: 
.A. box containing documents of titles, jewels, trinkets, watches and 

personal ornaments . 
.A. box marked "diamond necklace, coronet and ear-rings." 
.A. box containing plate and other articles. 
.A. bag of clipped money, etc. (,Jones v. Lloyd, 1726.) 
A box marked "Securities for Legacies." 
1'wo boxes containing plate belonging to a person of unsound mind. 
The list cowprises some eighty entries, doubtless of very great 

value in the aggregate. 
The bank does not re-ia.'!ue 11. note-when once paid it is canceled. 

£5 is the smallest note issued. 
The stock of paid notes for five yea.rs is about 77,745,000 in nu1u

ber, and they till l3,400 buxes, which, if placed side by side. would 
reach 21 milni; if the notes were placed in a pile, they would reach 
to a. height of 5! mileis; or, if joined end to end, would form a rib
bon 12,455 mil11x lung. Their superficial extent is rather less than 
that of Hyde Park, London. Their origfoal valuewll.S over £1,750,-
62G.G,J0, and their weight over Uo~ um.~. 

Among things not generally known is the fact that there annually 
lapses to the Englisi1 Government a very large sum from un«-laimed 
divide.ads, presumably by rea.cion of the representatives of the ori~i
nal stockhohlers not being known to t.Le Bank of England o.uthori
ti1•s. I gather this informatian from a return presented to Padia.
ment by the National Debt Commissioners during the session of 
1877. Some readers may like to have the extract in full: 
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1876. £ a. d. 
4th April Dividends due and not demanded ....... 9R4,225 4 7 

Advanced to Government ...••......... 87G,739 0 9 

4th July. Dividends due and not demiµided ....... 901,080 1 7 
Advanced to Government.. • • • • • . . . . . . . . 87G, 739 0 9 

4th Oct. 

1877. 
4th Jan. 

Dividends due and not demanded ....••. 8!J8 516 4 3 
Advanced to Government ...•.•........ 876,739 0 9 

Dividends due and not dern,mded .....•. 885,508 4 11 
Advanc!ed to Government .. , , . . . . 87G, 759 0 9 

The sums thus advanced to the GoYernment are applied, pursuant 
to the proYisions of a certain Act of Parliament, toward the reduc
tii ,n of the National Debt. The unclaimed dividends accrue, doubt
less, on a variety of stocks not all entitled to the same rate of interest. 
~lost people reading the return from which the above figures are 
extracted would probably think that four separate sums of £876,-
73~1 Us Od. each were advanced to the Government during the year 
lriiG-7. I confess I thought so myself on first looking at the return, 
but I have since been informed that the item "Dividends due aud 
not demanded" includes all unclaimed dividends up to that date, 
and that only one sum of £876, WU 0 9 has been advanced to the 
Government. 

Having exhausted the advertisements, the next thing to be exam
ined wai; the list of unclaimed dividends upon annuities, and upon 
which so much had been predicted. 

In order to understand this list, it is necessary to state the law 
which governs unclaimed dividends upon annuities. 

By nn Act of l-'arliamcnt, paSRed 56 George JU., Chap. 60, it w11.1 
provided that all capital sto .. k upon which dividends should remain 
unclaimed for the space of at least ten yea.rs at the.Bank of England 
.... should be bv the banl: tra.nsferred to the Commissioners for 
the Reduction of the :Sational Debt, and the dividends upon it there
after unclaimed shoulcl also be paid to them. 

The tirst Act was afterward amended, 9th July, 1845, 9 Viet. I 
have the amended bills here for inspection. 

l:iEc, I -l'rovides, that after anv such stock or dividends have been 
thus paid over, it may be repaid to claimants under certain con
ditions. 

S£c. Il.-Provides that three months' notice must be given by 
advertisement before transfer or payment of any stock or dividend 
to anv claimant when the amount exceeJs .£.W. 

Su:. ill-.\ny pers,n may apply to the Court of Chancery to 
rer.cind or vary any order before actual re-transfer or payment. 

8Ec. V.-The Lords of the Treasury may authorize inquiries into 
the circumstances of unclaimeJ stocks and divid..!nds whenever 
necess1rv. 

Sec. 5~ provides that, immediately after every such tra.nafer, the · 
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following particulars shall be entered in a list to be kept by the 
bank: (1) The name in which the stock stood immediately before 
tl1e transfer; (2) The residence ancl description of the parties; (3) 
The amount transferred; and (-i I TLe date of the transfer. Such 
list to be open for inspection at the usual hours of transfer; dupli
cates of each list to be kept at the office of the National Debt Com
missioners. 

Sec. 54 deals with subsequent dividends. It provides that where 
stock is transfeITed, all dividends accruing thereon after the trans
fer suall be pa.id to th~ National Debt Commissioners, and shall be 
from time to time invested by them in the purchase of other like 
stock, to be placed to their account of unclaimed dividends. All 
such dividends, and the stock arising from the public investment 
thereof, shall be held by those Commissioners for, and subject to, the 
claims of the parties entitled thereto. 

Sec. 55 relates to re-transferred, and paymPnt to persons showing 
titl--; it is in substance as follows: 

Re-tr.1nsfer mny be made to any person showinA' his right thereto. 
In case the authorities are dissatisfied with the claimant's title, he 
may by petition, in '! summary way, state and verify his claims to 
the Courts of Chancery, and the Courts may make such order 
thereon, touching the stock, dividends and costs of application, as 
to the Court seems just. 

Sec. 69. It may be desirable to give this section in eztenso, as it 
relates to cases where a second claimant appears : 

Where any stock or dividends, having been re-transferred or paid, 
as aforesaid. to a claimant by either bank, is or are afterward claim
ed by another person, the bank and their officers shall not be respon
sible for the satne to such other claimant, but he may have recourse 
against the person to whom the re-transfer or payment was made. 

~ec. GO provided that if in any case a new claimant establishes his 
title to any £,tock or dividends re-transferred or paid to a former 
c·lnimant, and is unable to obtain transfer or payment thereof from 
the fom1er cla.ima.nt, the Court of Chancery shall. on application by 
petition by the new claimant, verified 118 the Court requires, order 
the Nationcl Debt Commissioners to transfer to him anv 1:mch sum 
jn stock, and to pay to him such sum in money or dividends as the 
Court thinks just. 

Sec. G3 enables the treasury to empower the Bank of Enghnd or 
Ireland to investigate the circumstances of any etock or clividenrls 
remaining unclaimed, with a view to ascertain the owners thereof, 
and allow them such compensation for their trouLle and expenses ar. 
to the Treasury seems jnf:lt. 

Jn 1870 aJl enactments relating to the.National Df'bt were consoli
dated, but l'art Vlll. of the Consolidation .A.ct re-enacts the above 
provisions. 

Now as to any Carpenter nnnuities. 
The firr.t list was publii;hed in 1823. It states e:icpressly that it. 

includes" All funds and s~curities transferred . . . . on or be
fore the vear 18:W. 

Therefore it must have included any Carpenter fund, because it 
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is beyond dispute that if any such fund had been iu existence, it had 
certainly accumulated before 1820. 

This list will_ be found in the Record of Transfers, published by 
order of the Directors of the Bank of England, A. D., 1823. 

It is entitled: 
The Names and Descriptions of the Proprietors of Unclaimed 

Dividend-; in Bank Stocks and all Gowrnment Funds and Securi
ties transfen-ed at the Bank of England, which became due on or 
before the year ] 820, and remained unpaid the :nst December, 
1822, including all stocks upon which dividends have been unclaimed 
for ten years together, which have been transferred and paid to the 
Commissioners for the reduction of the :Kational Debt, pursuant t.o 
Act 5G, Geo. III., Chap. 60, with the date when the first dividends 
respectively became payable, and number of dividends due. 

'lhere is no diYidend or stock in the list which belongs to any 
Carpenter to whom you can trace, directly or indirectly. 

The only Carpenters in it are these: 
171!1. Carpenter, .A.an, St. Mary's, Whitechapel, spin. 
17-:13. Carpenter, !lo.ry, St. Dunstan West, deceased, 14 div., 4 per 

ceut. annui1 ies. 
1 i-!4. Carpenter, Adrian, Bowser, CoYent Gtftden, 3 div. 
1; 45. Carpenter, E~tt-r, SL Bennet's }'ink, widow, 2 div. 
1751. Carpenter, Henry, Stepney, 1 div.; old South Sea annuities. 
liGl. Carpenter, Tbomas, London Bridge, 2 .div. 
1765. Carpenter, George Redburn Herrs, E-q., 1 div. 
17H5. Carpt-nter, JoRepb, Launceston, shopkeeper, 1 div. 
1771. Carpenter, William (clerk), Launceston, 1 div. 
17 73. 0 trpenter, Joyce, Upper Toothing, widow, 1 div. 
1774. C.i.rpenter, Sarah, Stoke, Newington, spinster, 1 div. 
17oG. Carpenter, Thoma..._, Cateaton Str., warehouseman, 1 div. 
1788. Carpenter, Eliz., lfauchester Sq., spinster, 8 div. 
1805. Carpenter, Philip, Chaiu Sn-., Westminster, dealer, 1 div. 
lbOi. Carpenter, Rob1::rt, Bath, g-ent, 31 div. 
181G. Carpenter, John, :Maiden Laue, Covent Garclen, gent, 1 div. 
lo20. Carpentt:r, EJward, Os.ford, conchbuildt-r, 6 div. 
As you batl no inttrt:st in any of thP-se pe::iple, it was, of couri;e, 

useless to attempt to g-ain any furtl..ter details as to them, e~pecially 
uuder the stringent rult-s. The publication of this list settled deti
nitt.:ly, in my mind, that there nE:ver had been by ) our William Car
pentt r, or any one for him, deposited any sum of money which had 
been invested in "Bntii;ll security," or any bon<l1,1 whatever, which 
bonds Lad been transferred to the National Debt C 1mmisi;ioners: 

IC there wus any snch Carpenter fun<l 11.t all, clearly it was not in 
the trausferreu aunuities. There could be no dispute about that and 
there was no need of pursuing that branch of the investigation any 
further. 

" CUANCERY OFFICE." 

In the olden times the ::\fosters in Chancery h1d the custody of all 
mone~·s an<l effects dJposited in Court in suits referred to them, and 
the U!iher took charge of LWY property brought into Court in suite 
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which bad not been referred to one of the Masters. The Masters 
and the Ushers were re1:ponsible for all ruoneys and other property 
received by them, and were bound to distribute the property so in
truRted to them by order:.; of the Court. In the meantime they em
ployed the money in their hands for their own benefit. This prac
tice continued until the hurdting of the South Sea Bubble, when it 
was found that several of the :\la.sters were defaulters. 

. A remarkable trial (reported in i;tate Trials, Vol. IG,) was the re-
sult, and ended in the then Lord Chancellor (Lord Macclesfield) 
being fined .£:30,000. The default of the )!asters amounted to over 
£10u,ooo ; this default was made good by increased fees on the suit
ors, and stringent precautions were taken to prevent the recurrence 
of such a scandal. Ea.ch Master was directed by an order of the 
Lord Chancellor, dated 17th Del•ember, 17:.!4, to procure and send 
to the Bank of Engla.ud a chest with one lock. and hasps for two pad
locks ; the key of the lock tY he kept by the Master, the key of one 
of the padlocks by one of the six Clerk~ in Chancer,Y, and the key of 
the other bv the Governor or Cashier of the Bank. Each )laster was 
ordered to 

0

<leposit in his chest all moneys and securities in his hands 
belonging to the Suitors, aud the chests were then to be locked up 
and left in the custody of the Hauk, and to be so kept that the l\Ias
ters might have easy access thereto uuder orders of the Court. This 
plan did not work well, for it was found that by the rules of the 
Bank of England the vault where the chests were kept could not be 
opened unles;; two of the Directors were present with their keys. and 
it soon was found tliat great trouble, difficulty and expense would be 
occasioned to tLe Suitors by requiring the attf·ndance of no less than 
five officials whenever any of the chests had to be opened to deliver 
out effects and to receive the interest due. In 1725, therefore, a. 
General Order was made directing that all money and effects should 
be taken from the :Maste1·'s chest and given into the custody of the 
Bank. Duplicate accounts were to be kept at the Bank and at the 
Chancery Heport Office, aud any dealing with the Suitor's money 
was to be certified to the Report Oilice. 

Another Genera.I Order extemfocl the plan to moneys ancl effects in 
the custody of the Usher of tlw Court. 

In l 7l.u,· tue first Accountaut-Ucueral of the Court of Chancery was 
appbinteJ, aIHl all funds in the custody of the :Mastera or U11bers 
were trn.usfcrred to hiH charge. An act of Parliament, pas.cmil in 17:l5, 
gives power to appoint an Accountant General, and contains eln.bor
ate provisions with reference to the custody anJ safety of the Suitor's 
1"und1:1. 

At the Chancery Office I applie<f to the proper department of the 
Acrountunt Generals and wn.s iuformed that there was no ,villiam 
Carpenter fund held there in trm;t. or otherwise. 

'l'be only ones mentioned are Coryn<lon Carpenter, who diecl July, 
177U, and bv his will, which was proved in the Court of the Arch
bishop of Canterbury on the Hitb July, 17i<i, which g-nYo an annuity 
of £j1J to hi,1 brother ~ilthaniel Car1,cnter, a.nil <leYised two farms 
at Webworthy, and North Treglan, to his executors in trust for 
au.le. 
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The Testa.tor's brother (Dr.) Nathaniel resided in Virginia, where he 
died in 177 3, leaving four ctuldren him surviving, viz : -Coryndon, 
William Fountleroy, Nathaniel and Bushrod. After t.he death of the 
Testator·s brother Nathaniel the property passed under the will to 
the so.id four children, in equal shares. 

It appears that at the death of Dr. Nathaniel bis four sons were 
verv young and that the second and the third son attained their 
ma3ority in the years 1796 and 1797. 

In li92, the surviving executors of the Testator's will exercised· 
the power of sale as to W ebwortby, and thereby realized £1,150, 
which of course belonged to the four children in fourths. 

The eldest 1-on, Coryndon, was then of age, and consequentfv re
ceived bis fourth. The remaining three-fourths was handed to Trus
tees. and invested in consols. 

This sum it was declared by a deed dated 4 Aug. 1 i92, was heffi 
by them as an indemnity to thepm·chaser against any claim put 
forth against him by the three remaining children, who were then 
infants. Their shares to be paid to such infants, upon their releas
ing any claim in respect of property so sold. 

The eldest son joined in such dt!ed, so as to release liis claim. 
The shares of the second and third son were paid to them on 

attaining 21, and thereupon they released their claims against the 
purchaser, consequently Bushrod, the youugest son, was the ouly 
one remainin~. and he never applied for his share, and wu last heard 
ofin 1794. He wa.s born in V ll'ginia in 1783, and his share, by accu
mulations and new investment of the dividends, has increased from 
.£309.5.11, in 1792 to £3.000. 

William Fountlerol Carpenter, the second son, died in 1796, a 
bachelor, and administration was obtained npon hie estate in 1797. 

Bushrod is supposed to have died a bachelor about 179-i. * 
[Mr.Wm. Fountleroy Carpenter probably supported the J o.y Treaty 

• The following Rppenrs in the Gentleman'■ Mag-.wne for Augu11t, 1796. 
"Died, aged 21, William Fountleroy Carpenter, Hon of a Devonshire Gentle

man, who removed to .t.ase:it County, Virginia, where Mr. Car11enter was born, 
and re11ided with his mother and three brothel'II. He had recently come from 
America to get an e~tate that heil been left him by Coryndon Carpenter, of L.-iuu
cester, Cornwall. He was unfortunately killed in a duel which he fought with 
Jobn Pride, a native of Virginia lll110, aged about 25. 

"No previoua Rnimosity subaisted between them till the meetin,:? took place, 
in con11equence of a conversation at the Virginia 0o11·ee Hou11e on Friday l&11t, 
in which his Rrdor upon political topics induced him to reprobate the prinei!iles 
of 11om11 of the CongrBl!e, who oppo11e the treaty lately concluded between thi11 
country 11nd America. His anta~onist we.s eque.lly we.rw nge.inRt those who 
stood up for the treaty. Very eorly on Sunday morning they met in Hyde Park, 
attended by three second11, who u11ed every means in their power to bring the 
a1!air to an amicable adjustment, bui in vain. 

" The distauce of only five paces being measured, they fired at e:r.actly the 
same instant, when Mr. Curpenter received his antagonist'11 ball in the aide, 
'l'l·hich penetrated nearly through his body, and. notwithstanding it was imme
diately extracted, he die,I the next day at Richar,laon's Hotel, Covent Uarden, 
and the coroner'H inqut!st rendered a verdict of willful murder. Mr. Carrenter 
behaved with the greate~t compo,ure; remained aeo11ible to the last, an,. diecl 
without a strug~le. Hie last wish was that neither hie nnta~onist nor the aea
onda abould be proaecuLed. Be was an Wlco.mmowy fine yOWli man." 



51 

of 1795, because it contained o. provision that Americ11.u claims to 
property in England should not be held imalid by reason of the wo.r 
of Iudepeudence. In other words, the rigLt:, of Americans ,vere to 
exist a.s if there ho.d"been no separation f1ow Englan1l.-Eo.J 

At the bt-ginning of the present century the hei1s of Lord George 
Carpenter, of Irehmd, along with mn.ny otbera, made claim to a fund 
in chancery, in a cau&e known as "Tile Shadwell Water Works," bnt 
they were unable to establish a cliiim. 

Lord George Carpenter died about the year 1731; his ~ran<lson 
was afterwards created Earl of Tyrconnell, and the family is now 
represented by the Marquis of Waterford and the Earl of Shrewsbury. 

It is nn interesting case, and illustrates the manner in which chan
cery cases are dealt with. I bdieve tile original suit is dated more 
thnn one bnndred and fifty yea.1 s back. Tue f..ind hns l,een re,:ov
ered iu 1872 for Lord Rhers and Sir li'rederick Henry B-Lthurst, who 
succeeded in making out their chiims. 

What I wanted was to examine the books p~rsonally, and as I 
found that nothing could be <lone toward getting- to examine the 
l,ooks myself, I set about ascertaining their contents by another 
mf:lthod. It was hut reasoua.ule to suppose that some time or other, 
upon &ome occasion or other, some officer or other had caused an 
examination and report to be made of the money in the cuancery 
funds. 

Pursuing that idea. I discovered that such examinations and re
ports bad been frequently made. 

I procured thew all, and have them here. 
The first was made upon the 5th of April, 1819, at which date the 

H•)use of Commons ha-1 ordered "A return of the total amouat of 
the eff.,cts of SUITORS in the High Court of Chancery, in the years 
from 1756 to 1818, inclusive. 

This return <lid not give names and amounts specificaJly, but if the 
Williaru Carpenter !uud had been swelling for more tban a ceutury 
by accretions of interest, as was claimed, it must have amounted 
to several millions 11t an t'arlv date. 

And vet the rt-turn show~, thnt in 1756, the total amount on 
hand inwCHANCERY was on1y £2,8G5,075, 16s., l.d, and down to 18:.>6 
tha total arnouut had only r1::aJt1e,l £21,\.122,751, 12,1, 8d. Wuen itis 
consi<lertd that thaHe amountR includutl 11.ll the money btlouging- to 
Chancery funds of every description, ull funJs of wards, snitors, 
!tit:H, tru•ts, ttc., etc., it will be ut once apparent that no Willi1tm 
C,irp.:nter mo1Jey w1\s umongi.t it., unless to a very inconsi<lerahle 
aruouut. Again : Tbe Houiti of Co1umons, Febrnary 10th, 1823, 
ordered another similiLr retmn to be m11,<l~ up to 1828. 

The total a.mouut then on hanc.l wall .£3!J,210,h2G Us, ld. 
Tutn c.ime aaotuer more Renrching or,for, made by the Ho11se of 

Commons February 0th, 18:lU, ordering a return which should 1:1how 
explicitly the whole 1Lmount lben on ho.ud. 

By 1hii; time (1~30) the C1rp1nter fund mu-st have amounted to at 
lea~t £J0,000,0UU Hterling, which is au amouut lf:!111:1 than any 1:stim11.te 
y1:t plu.ced upon it. 

llt,t that return shows that at tbnt date the grand total from all 
the above sourceR the11 on Laud, wns : 
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In cash, £1,496,337, 4:-", 2d. 
Securities, £37,7Hl,!J88, 15s, lld. 
Makiog a total of less than forty millions sterling. 
This destroyed even the probabilities of such a fund having been in 

existeuce; but still I haYe not got at the books to see in whose names 
the funds stood. 

If I could have inspected these it would at once have settled the 
question as to whether any p!irt of the money was derived from or 
btlonging to the hPirs of Wm. Carpenter. So I again applied to the 
.Accou11tant's Office for permission to make a personal inspection of the 
booki;, but was refused. I succeeJed, however, in gttting official 
copies of all the returns made to the House of Commons, and submit 
them to you. 

TLev are verv instructive. 
In i841 tLe House of Commons appointed a SELECT CoMHIT'.rEE to 

report upon the proposal to erect new buildings for the Courts of 
Law and Equity. 

The comwittee had before it the Lord High Chancellor, several of 
the JUDGES of the BIGBER CounTS of ENoui-1>, and wany of the mo;,t 
eminent lawyers in London, who delivered their opinions under oa.th. 

In 1842 the report of the CouMI'lTEE was printed. 
It appears from that report, that in 1841 the total amcunt of stock 

and cash tnen standing in the name of the Accountant-General was : 
btock, £39,192,210, 7s, ld. 
Cash, £1,759,G29, 2s, 9d. 
Among other wiwes1:1es before the Committee was the distinguished 

Lo:ao L.~NGDALE, who, in discussing whether the funds then on band 
could be used towards erecting the proposed buildings, gave a full 
history or all the funds. 

I make the following extract from his testimony. 
"It 11eems an amazing thing to sny that there are not less tbo.n 

£-11,000,000 or £!2,00U,000 of stock standing- in the name of the Ac
counto.nt-General, but of that sum there are about £30, 000,00(} i;taud
ing in tLe name of the st:ITORB of the CoURT's, liable at any time to be 
asked tor by the persons who have a right to their rei,pective por
tions, as soon as the questions affecting them are decided, and the 
time for payment arrived. 

I suppose nobody will be found to propose touching any portion of 
that large part of the whole fund standing in the name of the 
Accountant-General. 

Another part of tlmt fund consists of some accumulations made 
from what 1s called the SUITORS' FEE FUND, amounting, according to 
the last return wLicL I have seen, to between £G6, U00 and £67,000, 
but which bas no doubt be1:1n considerably incre11.1:1ed by subetquent 
investments. 

That part of the fund arises from the investments of fees received 
from the suitors; and it is declared by Parliament to be a guarantee 
for any deficiencies which may happen in the receipt of fees for the 
payment of certain compensation, salaries and expenses; nobody, 
therefore, will propose to touch that pa.rt of the general fund. 

There remains, however, about two millions and a half 3 per cent. 
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of two distinct parts: one part of it iR that which has arisen from 
the investments of suitors' co.sh in the Bank of England, and amounts 
to about £1,574,000. The other part of it consists of investmt!nts 
and accumulations made from the surplus interest arising from those 
investments of cash, au<l amounts to abont £937,000. 

The two tog<,ther amount to two millions and a half, and a little 
more. Now, the cash standin~ on the books as due to the SOITOBS of 
the Court of Cilancery, according to the last return which I had 
seen, amounted to £1,445,529. 

The amount or bala.uce of cash standing to the s01roBS' CREDIT in 
the Bank of Englimd at this same time, viz., in Oct., 1840, was 
£145,642 ..... 

The stock purchased with the £1,3b0,000 cash, amounts to about 
£1,574,000 3 per cents.; and this, for the sake of distinction, may 
be called he CASH FU.SD, as arising from the investment of suitors' 
cash. 

It is a security for the payment of so much of the cash as shall be 
required. 

Wht:ther the security is sufficient for payment of the whole which 
mny possibly be requireu, is a question to be considered with refer
E>nee to the prices at which 3 per centa. must be sold, to produce 
£1,3000,000 cash. 

It stands thus: the dividends of CASH FU.SD a.mount to about 
£17,0UO a year; the dividends of the SURPLUS I:STEREST FOND amount 
to about £:.!8,000 a. year; together, they may be said to produce 
£75,000 a year, anc.1 the charges, as appears by the llETUJlN now shown 
to me, amounted, in the year 184.0, to about £52,000. 

Of this sum, the salaries of tile Lord Chancellor and Mastera 
a.m0unt to £d5,UOO. 

Thei·e are vurious other expenses, some certain and some uncer
tain, which raii;e the charge upon the income of £75,000 a year, to 
the sum I have mentioned, about £52,000. The surplus, therefore, 
is the annual s:1m of £2a,OOO. 

This explieit statement further established the fact that there waa 
no snch funJ, in amount at least, as claimed. 

Aft!:'.r getting this, I found another source of information equally 
definite and explicit. 

I found it a!I Act of Parliament, which was passed in 1853, called 
"TLe Surrons' FcnTHER RELIEF ACT." Under this Act the Lord Chan
cellor was to cause an investigation to be made as to all the accounts 
whatr,;oevcr then stamling in the name of the Accountant-General, to 
the C1tEIJt·r of any cause or mat.V·r in CHANCERY. 

If th3 accrued dividends bad not been dealt with for fifteen vears 
or upwar<ls, he might order them to be carried into a new account 
to be opened, an<l called "THE ~rrrons' U~WLAI:IIEL> Drrm112w Accou.isT," 
aud the e.urplm, cru;l1 accumulating from this account might be car
ried to tLe credit of '' The Suitort;' Fee Fund Account." 

ID 185-! the first investigation WllS made under this Act. It then 
appeared that the total amount of suITons' &Tocx then in couBT waa 
£46,000,000. 



In 1855 a list of these accounts was published, but no names or 
amounts were given. 

In 1860 nnd 186G similar lists were publii-hed, but there were no 
names or amounts given in tht>m, so tLat I was unable to Ruy den
nitel.v whether or not they included the William Carpenttr fuml. I 
could OlJl,v say that, judging from the suw total, it was not L.rge 
enough to indicate auy sncb fund. 

Subsequently I found in the British l\luseum a work which did 
give the names and dates. It is "The Unclaimed Dividend Book 
of England." containing the names and <.lescriptions of upward of 
20,11,.0 persons entitled to various sums of money. being- the whole 
of the uncJaimed dividends and srocx in the "PuBLIC FUNDs," which 
have been. by the terms of the "Bank Charter," transferred to the 
CoM1i11ss10NERS for the Heduction of the NATIONAL D.E£T, as unclaimed 
for ten years and upward. . 

Of course I examined this with the utmost care, but, as usual, I 
found nothing in it to the credit of any Carpenter. 

1'e:tt in point of time was a list. which was the most satisfactory 
of all. This was an official list published in 1847. 

lt gives the names of tLe !!Ul.lORS and title of the causes wherein 
they are engaged. 

It covered every point of inquiry, as will be seen by reference to 
the heading of the list, which is as follows : 

" .A list of the titles of causes. matters and accounts in the books 
of the Oh'Jncer,11 Pa.I/ Office, to the credit of which funds were stand
ing on the lat ~eptember, 1876, which had not been dealt with during 
the fifteen years immediately preceding that date, prepared pur• 
suant to 'Rule !JI of the CuANCEIIY FcNDS consolidated Rules, 1874.'" 

It was in reference to this Jist that the rule wos established, re
stricting information. which I have mentioned heretofore. 

Although ostensibly confined to causes not dealt with for the 
preceding fifteen years, in reality it includes all causes and matters 
up to that date. 

It covers sixty-two columns and embraces over three thoui:and 
names; and if the Ca, penter fUDd was a reality and not a myth, 
it would certainly appear there. It could not be omitted. 

But you will see that there is no suit whatever relating to any 
administrator of an~· Carpenter estate, or Ca1-penter trust, although, 
by inspection, it will further be seen that the list deals with just 
this class of cases. 

As witness the numerous suits instituted in the Freehold estate, 
and inheritance of "certain pieces of a-round." and the others as 
numerous concerning the "Capital .Account of the person or per
sons entitled to shares of sto('k, standing in the name of, etc., etc., 
and in other matters of trusts, etc. 

" T.BE RECORD OFFICE." 

I am nr:nv going to m!tke excavations in thosf\ venerable and time• 
out-of-mind documont11 which are kept in the Public Hecurd Office, 
and where some of the valuable materialrt are so ancient that they 
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almost crumble into dust as one looks at them through a strong 
magni fy·ing-glass. 

The oldest existing English records are tallies in exchequer, which, 
down to 1 Sa-!, continued to be used both for receipts and for simple 
records of matters of accounts. 

They coni-ist of wooden rods, marked on one side with notcb~s, 
to indicate the sum for which the tally was I\Jl acknowledgment, 
while on the other two sides were mitt< n the amount, the name of 
the pa)·cr, and the date of the transaction, and the tally being di
vided longitudinally, the one-half was preserved in exchequer, and 
the other given to the person who had paid the money. This rude 
contrivance, which came down from Anglo-Saxon times, was an effect
ual safeguard against forgery. Parchment is the material on which 
the greater portion of the records are written, the skins being at-
tached at the top book ways. . 

There are two reading-rooms filled up for the use of the literary 
and antiquarian public. The interior building is of rather an 
heraldic order, as coats of arms adorn every visible part which is not 
filled with ancient and vellum-clad indexes. 

There are seldom more than a dozen readers here, anu th:se are 
strictly of the antediluvian species. Their garments redolent with 
the dust of ages. Now and then you see one of the gentler sex there, 
but not often, and those, as a rule, are of the spectacled and strong
minded stamp, well up in the dead languages. In visiting the 
"&cord Office" I had this object in view: I was not entirely satis
fied with the denial at the Chancery Office, and I wanted to get at 
other sources of information. It occurred to me that when the Ac
countant-General received money, or paid it out, a receipt must 
have been given for it, and these receipts should be on file, and 
would l"how every transaction. It proved that I was correct in this 
supposition, and the receipts were filed in the Record Office. I 
foun 1 the originn.l certificates of the Accountant-General's from 1695 
to 179\1, packed away in two hundred and ten bundles. in the Record 
Office, unnumbered, and without index. I spent nearly one day in 
having one of these bundles exhumed. It was for the year 1720; I 
selecteu that year, because, if an~· fund had accrued, it had accrued 
prior to that date, but, as usual, the search was fruitless. There was no 
receipt iu the bundle for any Wm. Carpenter moMy of any sort. I in
tended tn search the remaining bundles, but was told by the <:hief clerk 
that it might take months to get them out and exu.mine them, and 
that it waa unnecessary to proceed further in that office, because 
there was a complete index in the office of the Accountant-General, 
which could be consulted. 

Accordin_A"ly, I again went to that office, and asked to have the 
index examined; the clerk examined the Rame, and stated that there 
was positively no receipt for any William Carpenter money. Not 
bfdn~ there, the next query was, where else could it possibly be ? 
Thie eeewed nn insoluble conundrum. But, fiualh-, it occurred to 
me that possibly the estate mi~ht have incluclE:d "laIJdR as wt-11 as 
money, nnd that, for want of heirs, both had been taken hy the crown 
llp(JD eslheat. Determinld to follow up every cbnIJce, i made long 
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search through the records at the record office, and patiently ploughed 
through the labyrinth of these old and rugged paths in explonng 
these musty old pnrcbments. Most of the ancient documents are in 
L ltin, which is not classical, not uugrammatical, but abounding with 
words which nre unknown in the school, and is abbreviated, and 
often to such an extent that a sing-la letter represents a word, and 
requires much time and patience before one can make ht>ad or tail 
of tlwm. I was, however, fortunate enough to nud a complete record 
of escheats, wLich soon dii:!pelled all hopes in thn.t direction. I found 
the rec-ord, the title of which is: 

"Ioq uisitionem, Post Uortem Sive Escheatorum." 
It contains a list of all lauds, estates and funds which, for want or 

heirs, escheated to the crown. It begins I. Edward I., A. D. 1274, 
and is brought down to November 2!J, 1826. lt showR that there 
never was au escheat of any ,villiam Car.pent.er estate, so that prop 
was gone also. 

SOllERSET HO\Jii.l!:. 

Having left the Record Office, the first step it behooves me to ta.ke 
will be to shake off the dust of ages which covered my clothes dur
ing my researches among the venerable and crumbling records men
tioned in the last chapter, and as it was stated that \\ m. Carpenter 
left a will, I betook myself to the Somerset House. 

Before paying the fees and commencing the searcl1, I will take a 
glance ll.t the place itself and all its proceedings, as a brief descrip
tion will, I think, be interesting to the reader. 

It ia situated in the Strand, Doctors' Commons, and stands on the 
site of a palace built by Protector 8omerset, about 1549, and which 
esc1eated to the Grown on Bomerset's execution. 

The original l-iomerset House was torn down and rebuilt in 1776, 
and was built in the Palla<liain style for public offices; various offices 
connected with public departments are in the building, in tile east 
wing of which is the King's Colleg-e. 

On going in everything seems hurry and confusion. 
ltapiilly from top to bottom of pages run the fingers of the barria-

ters, who are dreRHed in long black gowns and white wigs, which gives 
the place and it~ surrounuingR a somewhat ancient aspect. 'J hey 
turn folio after folio of tLe bulky volumes which they are examining, 
loug practice huYing tuught them to discover at a glance the object 
of their search. Rapiuly glide the pens c' the uumerous copyists who 
are transcribing or making extracts fru1., wills. 

But a~ we begin to take in a little wor(l clearly the bufly throng, 
occupying the central sp·,cti wo see persons who::ie appearance and 
ma.nnors exhibit a strikiug difference to those around them. There 
is no mistaking them a~ solicitors, or solicitor1:1· clerks, acting for 
other persons; but as acting for themselves, looking for their own 
interest. 

Thero are few places where the careful observer of characters 
has so many opportunities of watching the ,·arious passions and 
feelingH of the lmman raca al! in the seurch room at l>octor1:1' Com
mons. 80 ahrmrbed becomes the aearche1· in the bu11ine1:1s that for a 
time he forgets all else. 
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You see a face exulting with hope and expectations gradually 
grow darker and darker as the contents of n ,,ill is revealed; ox your 
eye rests on a beg-gar in gait and attire, hardly able to read, spelling 
over every word, and muwuling to himself all the while. In fact, 
one might almost write a no.-el from what the imagination will con
jure up from the varied expressions and transformations the fe.cea 
undergo as they take in the sub~tn.nce of the will. 

Over some w-ill pass gleams of vicious delight to see that some one 
ha.d been cut off with a shilling-, though they themselves have benefited 
nothing; o,•er another face will steal an agony of expression on die
covering that they have been forgotten or neglected, when, peJ"hapa. 
they had centred all their hopes on some expected legacy to free 
them from debts, which, like millstones round their necks, were 
dragging them down to beggary. 

Then we see the inveterate fortune-hunter, who has searched the 
wills of his or her aTJ.Cestors scores of times, in the vain hope that 
there is some clause hitherto not observed, which will enable them 
to make a claim. Again, there is the imaginary claimant,•genP.raUy 
r!f th~ female .~e.r. SJ1e ha.'3 her pedip-ree by heart. has certificates by 
the score, hut there is alwnYs some date of marriage, birth or death 
that 1,1tands between her and fortune. On nn<l on she works, getting 
thinner from disappointed hopes, more aged than her years, and 
with :-,rray hairs prematurely round a face which might have worn 
once a happy, contented look, but which, by the constant wear and 
tear of anxiety, has now a discontented, queru'.ous e:xpression. 

l\lany of tbese characters mav be seen in Doctors' tJommon11; an
othE~r not uncommon case is tLe disappointed refative. A relative bas 
111.tely died well-off, and has always promised to do something for 
John. Thomas or Kate. They bear nothing of the expected legacy, 
u.U<l have a vague idea that by going to Doctors' Commons, and pay
ing their shilling-, they will st!e the will, and all they will have to do 
will be to apply to the executors and get their money. With what 
f'agn eyes the big book is searcheJ; remarks, perhaps, are heard 
about "the poor dear old man. Low quietly he went off at last." 
" Whnt a blessing be did not suffer more," etc. 

Gradually, as the end of the will is reac:hecJ, the changed expression 
of the face is marvelous. TlJe :r:egrcts are changed to "Stingy old 
btgg-ar;" "the shabby old fellow," etc. 

A many fa1,1t looking and !JigLly got up young man may always be 
found here, looking very rutwh ont of place, and seeming in a very 
nervous state of mind. They are p1mnile1Ss Government clerks look
in~ out for rich wives to ,mpp0rt aud keep thern in luxury; they go 
there to see wl.Jat the grandfather or the father (if he be <lead) bas 
left to some fair Julin or daz2ling- Ros:i.liml, who ha.'3 bewitched him, 
but to whom he cannot afforcl to pn.y !tis devotion!; unless they are 
lltit in gihleu frames. 

H,mll:{ explaiufld the nature of the procee,ling-s in this court, we 
will now beg-in the l:le:m:h for tho ·•will" of Wm. Crlrpenter; we must 
purch111:1e a !Shilling- l:ltamp, which l:ltawp, when procured, we take to 
the little box on our rig-lit aH we enter tht1 room, aud hand it over to 
the very urbane official there, whose lle<lent1&ry life and little occupa-
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ance he njoices in. This wdl-ferl worthy asks us, "What nnme?" 
We give tLe noble patronymic, which he writes on a paper, and with 
a stneotyped official grin bids us to take it to No. 6. "'tl accordingly 
h:1nd the 1,a1d paper to a deeply-tinted golden-haired clerk, who sa~·s, 
"What year?" Upon wLic:h we give him a number in round figures, 
likiug plenty of isea-room. This ruby-crowned gentleman points out 
wLPrt! tlie inde:x~s live, and we procPed to search in those conto.in
in~ the desired years, and carry them one at a time to tLe centre 
dt-sk; we stood among tbe anxious throng there, soon got absorbed 
and t-xc.:ited in our cl.iase; we searehe<l for over a period of fifty 
ytlars for any will or letters of admiuistratioD, but could find no 
record of tither. 

TBE STATUTE OF LIMITATION, 

At this time my attention was called to the Statute of Limitation, 
which was recent;y passed, and which put an entirely new phase on 
the whole matter. .Previous to this time only the ordinary Statute 
of Limitatfon applied to such cl:i.ims. . 

'I'he following are some extracts from An Act for Limitation of 
actions and suits relating- to Real Property, and for simplifying the 
Remedies for trying- the l{ights thereto. 

t>Ec. II. "!,o person shall make an entry or distress, or bring an 
action to recover any land or rent, but within twenty years next 
after the lime at which the right to make such entry or distress or 
to bring an action, shall have first accrued to some person through 
whom he claim&, or if such right shall not have accrued to any per
son through whom he claims, then, within twenty years next after 
the time at which the right. to makP. such entry or distress, or to 
bring such acti.on, shall have first accrued to the person making or 
bringing the RaIDe." 

l'iEc. XlI. " Provides that any person under the following named 
disabilities. viz., infancv, c·overture, idiocy, lunacy, un11oundness of 
mind or absence beyond sea; then such ·persons claiming through 
him ma_Y, notwithstanding the period of t"·enty years hereinbefore 
limited shall have expired, make an entry or distress. or bring an 
a.ction to recover such land or rent at an,v ti1De within ten years next 
after the time at which the person to whom such right shall first 
have accrued as aforesaid, shall have ceased to be under any such 
disa' ility. or shall have died (which shall have first happened)." 

8Ec. xvm " Pro,·ides that no entry, clistress or action shall b') 
made or brought by any person but within forty years next after 
the time at which such right shall have first accrued. Although the 
time at which such right sLall have first accrued, although the per• 
eon unucr disability at such a time may have remained under one 
or more of such disabilities during the whole of 1111ch forty ye~-trs, or 
although the term of ten years from the time at which be shall have 
ceased to be under any such disability, or have died, shall have not 
expired." 

These sections are the law in England to-day, and even if it proved 
to be true that William<.!arpenterdied and leit prcrerty.andifmore 
than fo1ty years has elapsed since any of his descendants first had a 
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their remedy is absolutely gone. 

Here follows a late enactment, which showed me that e,·en if I 
bad discovered the fund, a11d if it consisted of personaJit)·, as waR 
stated, it could not have been recovered, except under certain c•ir
cumstances, which I shall herenfter explain. 

Sec. 40, chap. ~7: "T(I ca•es of claims to estates of persons d;dng 
intestate previous to this time, only the ordinary limitation aprlicd 
to claims to per.Q1mal prnr1erlf1." 

I have been informed that this section was intr<'duced for the 
declared purpose of preventing the frauds which were constantly 
perpetrated under pretense of reclaiming vast estates, and was par
ticularly designed to terminate all iu1-ther efforts which were being 
made at that date to reclaim an estate which was o.nd is better 
known than the famous ,len:i.ings estate. 

After careful examillation, I expressed doubts as to its constitu
tionality being retroactive. 

I was reminded, however, that there was no wr:tten constitution 
in Englanll, that Pai·liament was omnipotent, and that no matter 
what might be its history or effect, the statute had been acquiesced 
in and repeateilly acted upon, and no court in England would now 
venture to disturb it. 

No suit or other proc.eedings shall be bro11gbt to recover the per-
1mnal estate, or any share of the personal estate, of any person dying 
intestBte, possessed by the legal personal represent . tives of tmch 
intestate, but within twenty yeal'B next after a present right to 
receive the so.me shall have accrued to some person capable oI giving 
a discharge for or release of the same, unless in the meantime some 
part of 1mch estate, or share, or f'0111e iuterest in re11fkct. tl.u,1·eof, Nhall 
have been accounted for 01· p:i.i<l, or sorue acknowledgment of the 
r1gl,t-1 thereto shall have been given in writing, sig-11ed h.v the person 
acconntable for the samE>, or his ag-ent, to the J>.E>r,o·n eutitltld thereto, 
or his a::\'ent, awl in such ca<1e no action or suit 11hull be brought 
hnt within tw~nty :''el\rs afte,· 1mch accouutin:?, pa~·ment or ackn,1wl
eug-1neut, or the last tbereor, if more t.h,m on~ wus m-~tle or given. 

The CP.rtnin circumstannl•s to which I referred as bi!ing the only 
oneR which could avoid the ubove st ,t 1tH, were: 

1. That c·ircumst 11we~ <'011l<l be discovtlrEHl of such character that 
a trnst coul<l be estnb'.ishP-d. 

2. That circumstances could be cliscovered upon whirh it could be 
averred that a frnn,1 bucl lie<·n perpl trnted upon the 1-l ,irua11ts, aud 
the knowledge of such frau<l conce11.led from thew to tho pre:sc1Jt 
timr. 

I thought it would be well ere leaving London to visit Mr Phil
lipps, the person who claimed to possesli so much valuable info1·ma
tion. 

I rua<le m:v way to No. na Highg-nte Road to Ree thiR pe1"!!on. but 
was iuformcd thnt he had removCJ<l to ril 8 Caledonia. :-itrcet. From 
slight intimations which I Imel o.ccident:illy overheard, I concluded to 
make some inquiries about him. 

l\Ieeting a lady frien<l I inquired into the matter and she seemed 
to know him very well. 
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"He ie a very eccentric and odd person," she said, shaking her 
head, and tapped her forehead a great many times with her forefin
ger, to e~press to me thnt I would find him such; "for Le ie a little 
-l\1-you know. "Wby," said she," his name is not Phillipps, that 
is an alias; his proper name is Harrison." 

On calling at 518 Caledonia Street, a hard featured female, with 
a red nose and rather unsteady eye, but smiling all over, opened the 
door after I bad tapped. 

She planted herself in the doorway, as if she was about to crack 
herself like a nut. This was l\Irs. P., who has a remarkable talent 
for silence. 

/;he was very tart and spare in her replies, these sufficing, however, 
to inform me that l\Ir. l'. could be seen at his office. 1:ihe would not 
say whether l\lr. P. was in the house or not; the only satisfaction 
to be obtained was, I could see him at his office in the morning. 

Bright and early n~xt morning I called at No. 10 New Court, Lin
coln's Inn. ~Ir. P.'s office is squeezed up in a corner. Three 
feet of knott~· floored dark passage brings you to the entrance of l\Ir. 
P. 's office, in an angle profoundly dai·k on the brightest midsummer 
morning. 

?llr. l'. 's oflice, to give a correct illustration, is on so small a scale, 
that bis clerk can open the door without getting off his stool, and 
has equal facilities for poking the fire. 

The place from appearance was last painted beyond the memory 
of man. The dull crooked windows in their heavv frames have but 
one piece of character in them, which is a determination to be al
wa"s dirtv. 

:. Walk.in the back office, sir," said the clerk, upon entering. Mr. 
P. sits facing round on a stool at the desk, turning towards the 
door. He is tall and withered, with his head sunk sideways between 
his shoulders, and the breath issuing is visible smoke from his JllOUtp, 
as if be were on fire within. His face is stern and wa.~ much flushed. 
If he were really not in the ho.bit of taking rather more than was 
exadly good for him, he might have brought an action against his 
countenance for libel, and have recovered heavy damages. 

" Is this Mr. P. ?" I askc,d on entering this back room. "Yes, sir." 
He coughs behind his hand modestly, anticipating profit. A long 
conversation then ensued; he answering me slowly and evidently 
with reluctance. He is accustomed to cough with a variety of ex
pres1,ions, and so to sa,e words. He kept his eyes upon a note book
I held in my hand. 

Hb confessed during my interview, that he knew nothing ahout 
the estatr.. I reminded him of the letter he had sent me, in which 
lie stated that Wm. Carpenter died in 1700, and the government al
leged that he was an illegitimate. 

He said he knew nothing of any such letter, and seemed s~rised 
and embarrassed when I produced the same. He then said his in
tentions were to get up the genealogy only. 

I told him that be laid himself liable to the Jaw, for obtaining 
money under false pretense. I asked him what evidence he had to 
show that \\ m. Carpenter died in 1700, and that thel'E, were some 
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proceedings which had taken place in Court regarding his property, 
when he knew that there were no such records. 

He said that some person whom he met at the Record office, but 
whose name he bad forgotten told him so. 

"Why,'' said be, drawing himself to his full length, "you people 
from America said so." 

He openly brags that be would do nothing {or an American ,villi~ 
out having the money in hand. 

He confidently expects to receive an amount from Mr. Barker 
to open "fire" as he calls it. He became quite confidential, and 
said that in bis opinion the American people were all fools on the 
subject of genealogy. 

As I got up to start, he laid his hand upon my shoulder and saitl 
with a sickly smile, "AlwaJs here, sir. Personally or by letter you 
will always find me here, sir, with my shoulder to the wheel." 

Thus we part, and as I emerge from the heavy shade of Lincoln's 
Inn, into the sunshine of Chancery Lane, for there happened to be 
sunshine there that day, it seemed to me tbatwhen a man's conscience 
begins to get harJ, it becomes so faster than anything in natu1·e. It 
is like the boiling of an e~g; it is very clear at first, but as soon as it 
gets cloudy,one minute more and you may cut it with a knife. 

PRICKING GOLDE~ BUBBLES, 

I will now endeavor to show the reader how successful this busi
ness is carried on in England. 

While there I 'met three American gentleman who had recently ar
rived to lay claim to an estate valued at three hundred millions of 
dollars. 

Upon my a.rrival here, almost the first newspaper I saw my eyes 
crossed an announcement concerning a. William Bradford E~a1e-au
other phantom estate:_about equ11.l in amount and E.iI.uilar in cfrcum
stances to yours and other estates. 

It is evident at once that the £Ulll!! claimed for recovery in these 
eases wonld alone b11ukrupt any nation on earth. 

The number of those who have great expectations is immense. 
Always waiting for his or her ship to come in. It is expected from 
all quarter::i. It is a rich un<.:le or aunt or some relative who is sure to 
leave his money to us when be dies. 

The most of these hopes are but pleasant dreams that do no hann 
and may lighten the bui·dens of the present by mo.kin~ us hopeful of 
the future, but the great expectations that are founded upon suppos
ed heirships to great unclaimed estates in Englu.nd are not only de
lushe but dangerous. 

There are thousands of people who honestly believe themselves to 
be directly or indirectly entitled to vast sums in forei~n countries 
that are Maid to l,e awaiting only proof of ownership. These estates 
are almost invariably mythical. 

They are kept alive mainly by dishonest claim la'"·crs who prey 
upon the credulity of would-be-heir::i, and so rr11ther from them sums 
which they allege are to be expenued in the" prosecution of claims 
which are really unfounded. 
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These vast estntes abroad are i;hips that never leave their mooring. 
Ratill'r than wait for tllem to come in we hud better go to work and 
build a ship for oursehes. · 

T11e fruit of our own inJustry is a ship whose swelling sails always 
briug it neurer. 

The following- is a li!'lt ot phantom estates which have been a source 
of revenue for daim fo,vyers for mnn.v years, with a taLle showing 
their s11pposl'd value an<l the number of heirs among ,,..how tbey will 
be <li Yitleu when recuverf.d : 

Huns. ESTATE. 
Anneke J,ms, ....•........•.. l,U00 ••••••.......... $'H7,0U0,000 
B,J.er, . . . .. . .. . .. . .. ...... 87. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . 2511,000,000 
Sir HuJb ::'IIosLer, ........... - ................. 20n,uoo,OOO 
Cbu<lw1ck, .•••••.•........•.. 5. . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . 37.t.OU,000 
Edwnr<ls, .................... 160.................. 911,0011,000 
J ost'pL 'Wi!son Ingrahar11, ...•.. - . . . . . . • . . . • . . • • . . . 500,000 000 
H~·<le, N. G., ......•.......... 200.................. 12,000,0,,0 
H_ycle, Aun, •.••• ; ..•..••••.. l!iO ...•.•.••••••.•••. 3UU,U00,000 
HJ d,·, .Broukl,yn, •.....•••• , •.. 1.. • • • • • • • • • . • . . . . . . 5,000,000 
Je1Jni1Jgs, .....•...........••. 1,835 ................. 400,00:1,UOO 
He<lges, ......•....•........ -. . .. . . . • • . . . . . ... 250,000,0( 0 
Keru, ....................... 100 .•...•......•••••. 200,000 000 
LE>ak, •••••...•.....•.••••••. - .•.....••.......•. 10:\oOO,OOO 
l\Iad.:ey, . . . . . . • • • • . . . . . . • ... 1. . . . . . • . . . . . . . • . . • • . 10,000,000 
l\le1 ritt, ... , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 80. . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . • • 15,000 000 
S 1epherJ, ...••....•......... Iii. ............ .'. . . . 175.000 l'OO 
TroLter, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 200. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . 2 0,000.UUU 
'l'o" n!ey-CLase, .............. --.............. _. ... l,8110,0.:0,000 
Lawreuce-Townley, ........... 1,000 •......•••.•••••• 500,000,000 
Vun Horn, ..•••...•.•...•.••. 20.... . . . . . . . • . • • . . 4,000,0UO · 
,vebber, •..•••.......•...•.. GO................... 50,0U0,000 
,Vt-ii;s, . . . . . . . . . . ............ 4.............. . . . • . . 20,0.iU,000 

Grand total: 22 estatt:s, 4, ~18 heirs. ViJue of estates, $6,490,-
500,0UO. . 

lu one of these easel! (the Hyde caFie), I am informed, eevero.l tLou
Eauli dollars were si.;ent ill a vain euuuvor to try and find the loca
tion of thH estate. 

Wben I became convinceu that there was no money to be reclaimed, 
IH I <.liJ at an eurly d.~te, I felt tuat it would be at least eati,ifac
tory if I enauled tbem to trace wilh accuracy the i,ecligrve of theil' 
:111cesto1 s. . 

1''ur this purpose I collected extensively, but without arriving at 
UDY deli1iite result. 

\YLat I Lave collecte<l, however, I present to the Association. 
'l'lie records of Caip,-nters wliicu are preservecl relate almost 

w htJJly to ti,e titled families au<l those known as "the gt ntry." It 
wui; a imfo ai;sumptioll frou.1 tLe first tLat your William Curpc:ntcr 
waR 11<,t iudmlecl in tliew. 

TLe tnru "µentleman " formerly anJ now, in England, does not 
lave oi.ly tlie t;iguiticatioo giw,n to it iu Americ • ; it h11s 1L me111,ing 
wLicl.l e11Ler11 iut.o IUld forws part of the social, lauded and political 
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org1u1izc_ition of the country. Bnt a,; I was searching for a possible 
identity or connection bi-tween the O11.rpenters who ,vere entitlP.d to 
dividends on aunuitil'B and those who were ndvertiscd for in the list 
her11tofore given, and the Carpenters throu~ll ,vhom you hoped to 
claim, it became necessllry to enlarge my sParch a.r, f,u· 1ts pos-iule. It 
occurred to we th·.~t th<>re might be in existence a book cuntainiug 

· the nameR of 11.ll who left their country, witll the date and such other 
particulars as would na.tnrally npp"ear in connection with it, and 
which could give me much desirf'd informntion. 

Thertfore I went, first., to the Record Office. I collectecl all there 
was in that office of the name of Carpeuter, which, however, was o! 
little senice. 

The next plnce which suggested ifae:.,l! to me at which to look WM 
"LloJd!:!' Shipping- Register," at tbe Ro~·al E:-:cbo.nge. Accordingly 
I went., but found there was nothing- definite to be obtainecl th~re. 
In 18u8 all their records had been burned in the fire which de
stroyed the Exchange. 

I next went to the "Emig-ration Office," a Government inRtit.ution 
in DJck House on Little Tuwer Hill, but obtained nothing there, as 
their recordii were too mo<leru to b..i sen·icf'Rb!e. 

A sunil.1.r result fullowecl at the Boanl of Trade. 

"THE :BRITISH IIUSEU~." 

An important national institution. It originated in a bequer-t of 
Sir H1rns Sloane, who, duriug a long lifetime, g"thered an extell!live, 
and, at ~bat time, uneq1111led cullection of object➔ of natural history, 
behitlt::e a considerable library of books and manuscripui. TLe;t>, in 
terms of hie will, were offered in lili3 to the Guvernu.aeut, on cou<li
tion that £:i.0,000 should be paid to his fo.milv, the first cost of the 
whole having amounted to more than £50,000. 'l'he offer was ac
cepted, and the collection, along- with tile Harwlan and Cuttonian 
libraries, wne arrauge I in :?ifonta~ue House, which ha.11 been pur
chased for £10,000. Tile HAW institution, thenceforth c·alletl British 
Museum, waii opened in 1759. Ou each sidti of the Museum there ia 
a semi-detached house, containin~ the resiueuce of the chit::f officers 
of the ei,ta.hlishmeut. The gra.u1l eutra.nee-hall is a noble and lofty 
apartment, built in the wai-;sin: Doric st~·le. It contains a statue of 
Sir .foxf"J)h flanks auJ an icle,11 r• .' ,res1mt,1t.ion of Shahi~p,,a1·e. 

Tho interior of the buililing 1:i admirably adn.pted to the purpose 
for which it is devoted; some of the galleries, from their size 
and dimensions, have a. very imposing appearance, as the king's 
libra y, etc. 

The rP,a lin~-room is circular. It is constructed principally of 
iron, with brick arches between the ma.in ribs; the Jome is lOli feet 
in height, antl its diameter UO feet, being second only to the l'an
tJw,.n ,f llcmtP., and that but by two feet. 

Tiicre a.re over three miles of lineal of book-cases eight feet high, 
and range about twenty-five miles of shelves. ABBuming these 
shelves to be filled with books of average size, the leaves plac3d edge 
to edge would e-xtencl about 2.,,uuo miles, or more tllan tllree times 
the diameter of the 1-lobe. 
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The reading-room contains over 700,000 volumes, which are not 
arranged with reference to subject matter, but a.re classified by 
authorR and titles. When the title of a book and its author is 
known. the book can be obtained at once, but when neither are 
known, but it is desired to search promis~·uously in the vague hope 
of procuring information, it becomes almost a matter of impoasi
bility to proceed, inasmuch as the rule requires that tbe name of the 
author, title, place, date and size of the book wanted shall be sta!ed, 
and if a manuscript, its presswork also. Only one volume at a time 
shall be asked for on a ticket. · 

Determined to find something which would throw light upon the 
question as to where an<l when your ancestors left England, if there 
was anything which would do it, I made long search, and at last 
was fortunate enough to find ull there was in e::ristence, gathered to
gether in a. volume '"hich, it is true, only come down to A. D. 1700. 
But as the statements of the editor were as applicable to later as to 
prior <late, I we.'! compelled by them to forego any further expecta
tion of finding what I wi!!hed. 

The book was entitled: 
"'Ilie original lists of persons of quality, emigrants, religious 

exiles, political rel,els, serving men sold for a term of years, appren
tices, chilih'en stolen, maidens pressed, and others; who went from 
Great Britain to the Awerican l'lantation A. D. 1600-1700, with 
their ages, localities, where they formerly Jived in the n.aother coun
try, the names of the ship11 in which they embarked, and other inter
esting particulars. from 1\188. preserved in the ' State Paper Depart
ment of Her 1\Jajesty's Public Record Office.'" 

The title of the book included every point of my inquiry, but the 
book itself did not fulrill the promise of the title. In the preface 
the editor save: 

"It can11ot be doubted but that other lists were mo.de, but they 
are either lost or are among- the mass of papers still uncatalogued at 
the Record Office. 1Ye learn incidentally that si,ips left England 
almost daily for America, but no record of them or their passengers 
remain. I know that many ships sailed from Bristol, among otherH 
the ' Angt'l Gall1'i,,,/' aud the 'Jame.s,' conveying the Rev. Richard 
Mather and the Rev. Daniel :\laud.'' 

I therefore concluded to visit Bristol, expecting to find record!i 
concerning thA sailing of vessds from that port, with a list of their 
passengers. Upon my an·ival at Bristol I found that such lists had 
been carefully roacle and kept on file in the Custom House; hut. 
unfortunately !or me, these records were or hacl been destroyed b~
a mob of rioters in 1831-they having destroyed the Custom House, 
with other buildings, by tire. 

The next place which sug-irested itself, was the 1\Ierchants' Com
mercial Association, where there was a record for two hundred years 
of the sailing of vessels, but none of any ·•Carpenter." Then the 
librarian of the Public Library, who is an antiquarian, but he could 
give no information. Among, the thousand who emigrated. it can
not be doubted but that a very large number left to avoid the piw
ment of subsidies, and that they would not take tile oatb of alle-
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giance and supremac~·- These, therefore, must have left secretly, 
and of such no record would remain. 

As I have said, these were conclusive arguments equally as potent 
after 1700 as before it, and as no other Yolume has beeu published 
since on the same subject. it satisfied me that there was not any 
accessible records to tell the date of your Ephraim, Josias and Tim
othy's departure, unless it could be found in the register of the 
parish where they were born. But where were they born? Not 
knowing that, I might have searched all the parish records in Eng
land fruitlessly. The preface, however, of Mr. Hotton's book did 
corroborate the fact as to "\Yilliam Carpenter, age 62; William Car
penter, Jr., age 33: and Abigail Carpenter, age 32, o! Harwell, who 
left Hampton, May, 1538, on board the "Bei:i,;." 

Among the many persons whom I called upon, was Mr. A. B. Car
penter, of Temple Court, London. He had previously heard of the 
published reports, but thought that the £4:0,000,000 was but an 
Arabian Knight's Entertainment, and the whole story was too 
absurd to think about. His 1-{randfather wa.q the Mayor of Suther
land, and his father, Chai:les Carpenter, the youngest sou of a large 
family, was a clergyman, and rei,ided n.t A.lresford Rants. 

l\le11srs. ,villiarn Carpenter & Son, Attorneys o! Pountne~· Lane, 
London, stated that the~· knew nothiug of any such fund, and said 
that they did not believe that there was anything of the f;Ort to be 
got, and that they would much prefer to work for whatever money 
they got, rather than await for any from such an unlikely source. 

I learned that a gentleman residing in Manchester could give val
uable information, and consequently a journey to Manchester was 
made to see him. Mr. Richard Carpenter, of 27 Brazenuose Street. 
The family formerly resided in Dublin and Galway; his father, John, 
who died in MancheRter, 1878, had two brothers; ThomaR, the eldest, 
dfod in Galway, in 1882, and William died in Panzants, Cornwall, in 
18GG. The fn.mily were interested in, and had devote1l much time 
in tracing their pP-digree, in order to recover a share of tha property 
which was left to Dr. Nathaniel Carpenter, who diecl in 1778, in Vir-
ginia, amounting to about £3,000. , 

They have never taken the matter into nourt, and when I explained 
about it being reported that the Manchefilter Carpenter" endeavor to 
recover the estate of "William Carpenter, be stated that bis family was 
the only one of that name in 1\la11che1;ter at that date (1840), and that 
they certainly never made an effort to obtain it, and he had never 
beard of the claim before; furthermore, there was no Henry Carpenter 
residing in l\Ianchester at that date. "Prince's ,vorthies" mentions 
that John Carpenter was a Cornish gentleman, and clie<l in 1620, 
leaving a son, Nathaniel, who graduated at Orlord College. The 
said Nathn.niel was born in 1588 and died in 1643. He became a 
dean in Ireland, and was celebrated as a "philosopher, mathema
tician and poet; " his biographer states that he proved himself 
"Nathaniel-horn of God, and a Carpenter, a wise builder of God's 
Temple. It is probable that the Carpenter family of. Ireland are 
descended from him, 1.md they are related to the Carpenteri, of Corn
wall. I have greatly alJbreviatetl the details of the foregoing history. 
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In working the Carpenter pedigree out, several other branches of 
the Carpenters were incidentally traced to their roots, nnd I give a 
synopsis, not as bearing in your line at all, but as n matter of inter
est, which those who have the time and curiosity may elaborate if 
they will. 

CAitPE~"TERS OF MO'C'NT TATI! 

John Carpenter, Esq., of Mount Tavy, Co. Doven, born Feb'y 28, 
1839; S., his father, l\Iay 16, 1842. Lineage: 

John Carpenter, Esq., who m. Mary, sbter uf William Spry, of 
Tavi1,tock, had (with four daughters, viz: Hannah, m. to John Bolt, 
Esq.; }In.ry, m. to· Re"\"". C. Porter; Deborah and Catherine) six sons: 

J obn, father of Mrs. Hele, of Kingston House. 
Nathaniel, who had a son, Coryton, and two daughters, one m. to 

Admiral Badger, the other to }Ir. Rowe, of Lanceston. 
Samuel, of Lanceston, wbo m. Eliz. Hodge, and had with two 

daughterR four sons. 1. ,John, -whose son John, an officer in the 
army, m. in l 79i, Teresa, daughter of George Fieski Heneoge, Esq., 
of Hamilton Co., Lincoln, and had issue. 2. Charles, of Maditon
ham. 3. James, Admirnl R. N., m. and had i11sue. 4. Samuel, Bar
rister n.t Law, d. in 1815, leaving- issne: Joseph, father of the Rev. 
Wm. C:i.rpi:,nt~r; Benj., of whom presently; Phillip. The 5th son, 
Benj. Carpenter, m. Patience Edgecomb, and was father of John 
Carpenter, Esq., who m. Christian Phillipps, and had issue: John 
Phillipps, his heir, Benj. Edgecomb, Charles Coryton, George, Eliz. 
:Pomeroy, Patience, and Christian. The eldest son, John Phillipps 
Carpenter, Esq., of lfo-c.nt Tavy, Co. DoTen, m. Eli?~ Stubling, 
and d. in 1812, leaving (with a daughter, Patience-Christian, m. 
Aug-. 24, 1807, to Sir Wm. L. Salisbury Trela"\""ey, Bart. of Trelavey) 
two sons: ,John, his heir, and Jonathan-Phillipps in hold order, who 
m. April lG, 182i, Harriett, oldest daughter of the Rev. William 
Garner, and d. Aug. 26, 1841. The eldest son, ,Jobn-Phillipps Car
penter, Esq., of Mount Tnvy, J, P., b. Dec. 30, 1796; m. ,July 19, 
1826, Lury, fourth dau:::-hter of the Rev. Wm. and Lady Harriet 
Garner, of Rooksbury Park, Hampshire, and d. :Ofay lG, 1842. leav
ing (with three daughters, Eliz.-Hnrriet, m. 1852, to the Rev. H. 
M. Hims. rector of Hinderwell; Lucy, m. 1802, to Henry Clazk, E;;q., 
of Efford ~Ianor, Co. Doven, and Anne) nn only son, nor. John Car
penter, of ~fount Tavy. 

The Bible gives in the book of Geneai!! the genealogies of the 
pntrinrchs from Adam to Noah, ancl from Noah to the twelve patri
archs. In the 26th chapter of N um berR we .find the number of all 
the males of the children of Israel from twenty years old to be 
603,550, for l\lo1:1es and Aaron assembled all the congregation to
gether on the first of the second month, and they declared their 
pedigrees of their families by the house of their fathers, and in the 
7th chapter of Nehemiah we rend that Nehemiah obtained permis
sion from A-rtaxerxe11, after the captivity of the Jews in Babylon, to 
go up to ,Jerusalem and rebuild the city of the sepulchres of his fath
erR: after which he relateR. Mv God put into mv bead to uathcr 
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of them which came up at the first," and this re~ster was of so 
great authority that s:,me of the priests at Jerusalem sought their 
regil:itcr arU11ng those that were reckoned by genealogy, but it wal:i 
not found, tLerefore were they as polluted, and put from the priest
hood. 

Parochial registers seem to have begun about the middle of the 
sixteenth century, shortly after the dissolution of the monai;teries, 
and the dii;persion of the monks, who h11.d been until that time the 
recogniied recorderl:i of those events. The bards, or ancient Druids, 
were much ,ziven to composing geneo.logies and rehearsing them in 
public assemblies, in which they were very skillful. There have been 
various opinions as to the precise period when parish regh!ters were 
first k~pt in England, but I ftnd in 1538, the 30th Henry VIII., a 
mandate was issued by the Vicar General, for the keeping of regis
ters of baptisllla, marriages and burials, in every parii;h, before which 
date there won, no parochial regi1:1ters; the register for some few 
parishes have entries for two or three years prior to 1588, but there 
is reason to believe such entries were uot ma.de until the institution 
of regi-;ters in that year. 

Iu 1597 it wa11 ordered thtit certificates, transcripts of the ref,risters, 
should l>e then and thenceforth forwarded annually to the regii:1trar 
of the diocese. In Cromwell's time the registers fell into general 
disuse, as the establiMhed clergy were frequentl:v ejected from their 
livings, and marriage11 were celebrated before a. Justice of the Peace, 
and nc.,t in the church. 

This mi1;chief was rectified a.t the Restoration, but the evil of hav
ini? no parochial records for a period of twenty years is incalculable. 

The next important regulation was the Marriage Act of 1754, 
which directed tLe ceremony to be performed in a church or chapel, 
and the entry in the register to be subscribed by parties in a proper 
form. Prior to this Act, a religious ceremony was not necessary to 
the validity of a marriage, aud parties coming together and marry
ing per verba de presentc, were married beyond their powe1· to sep
arate. Although parish registerl:i have been instituted for nearly 
300 yeari;, I sl1oul1l be much disappointed if I expected to receive 
from them the nssi1:1tunce which one ou~ht to obtain, from the negli
gent way iu wbich they have been kept., TLe repetition and g-ross 
errors in ent<:riug thew, precludes the possibility of 1;uhstantiating
a pcdig-ree traced through a period of two centuries; for, thoui,rh 
furnishin,'.-(' important links of evidence. oft.en wheu revealed only 
i;ervtl to show how much still 1·ewainf; to bo discoverec.l. 

hidcpen<lently of tho casualties, especially in the bw-uin~ o~ 
churches during tLe Commonwealth, much hindrance ir,; camsecl even 
to this day, iu making u.n<l tranHmitti11g the tram,cript!.!, aH well as 
no proper preservation of the orip-inalis, which have ho<iu lost, cnn
cekd, stokn. left in y,ublic courts of justice for exai:uination, and 
never recbi1ue:tl, burnt and even willfully destroycu. 

There is ur10thcr circmmrtu.ncc. the inattention which has too fre
quently licen ~iiv<,u to the subject h~· th<J party 111uki11~ tLe entry, a.1:1 
11Juy lJe iu1:1fa.uced in th1:1isc fow c~tru.ctl.! frow parochial register1:1. 

1:Japti:s1111:: An infUI1t chri1oten1:1J 1570. 



The Queen's footman's child, 1554. "Joane Filia Populi." 
Jfarriar1e11: This day were warried by :\Ir. Holloway, I think, a 

couple whose nawes I could never learn, for he allowed them to ear
n awav the license.• "Inezel, man and maid, was married on Ladv-
daY, 170G." · 

Burialis: "A may de from the mill." 
" Blltck John." 
''Apprentice of ?tlr. Kiliord" 
"Goodwife Lee." 
"A tinker of Ben-ve in Suffolk." 
·• 171 (i, the ould gh·l· from the workhouse." 
"HiGO, a child of Adam Earth." 
"160G. a sucking man-cLild." 
The "Gentleman's )!agazine" for 1/'Jll, remarks. that in many 

country places, the clergyman has entered the names at his leisure, 
whenever Le had nothing better to do, and perhaps never entered 
them at al.I. ~Iisnomers ha,·e occurred in eYery page, and the regis
ters haYe often been lent about the parish to any of the friends of 
the incumbent, or the church wardens, who, from curiosity or worse 
motives, have been induced to borrow them. 

In an EBsex parish, the clerk not having ink and paper to make 
an extract for an applicant obr,ierved, "Oh, you may as well have the 
leaf as it is;" anu coolly takillg out a pocket-knife gaYe the applicant 
the entire two pages of the register. 

Biglu.nd, i,tl his "Ohsen·ations on Parish Registers," mentions in 
one parish the clerk was a tailor, and had cut out more than sixt.een 
leaveH of tl1e old register, in order to supply himseU with measures; 
and in another parish, the register being in the custody of a parish 
clerk, his daughters, who were lace makers, were allowed to cut up for 
a supply of parchment to use in their manufacture. 

Dr. Thelwall, of New Castle, wrote in 1819, that" The records 
there were so shamefully kept, a.~ he had seen in the posselJllion of a 
friend 11, great number of extracts from the regi&-ter of a certain par
ish in the neighborhood, and on questioning how he became pos
se&He<l of tLem, was informed they were given to him by his cheese
roonger, and that copies where forwarded b.r the clergyman of the 
parish to the proper office, in a bordering <lioce11e, and had been al
lowed, through tLe negligence of their keeper, to obtain the distin
g-uished honor of wrapping up cheer,;e and bacon;" and in an account 
of the present state of the Eccler..ria.stical Court of Record, by W. 
Downing Bruce, 1851, we find that the parish register of Kirkby 
1ifalgenrd, Yorkshire, for 1 G53, waR reported by the curate as lost or 
stolen, awl that it was dir;coYered by him ( l\I.r. Bruce ) tattered and 
torn, behind some old drawers in the curote's back kitchen. In ad
dition to the parish churches, tbe1·c were before the passing of the 
Marriage Act many chapel1; in and nea.r London, wliich exercised the 
privilege where marriages were licenl'!eu to be cefohrated, and ga,e 
rir,;e to 1-,rrea.t abuse; of these, the "Fleet" and "1\Iay Fair" were 
the most notoriour;. 1\1 ay Fair Chapel was the re1mrt, of tbe higher 
claas of society for clandestiHe marriages, aud iu tlwr;c ro~i1-1tera 
( from 1728 to 1754) now kept at the consistorial Clourt of London, 
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( e:tcept three volumes, which are in the church at St. George's, Han
over Sq. ) appear amongst other great marriages, that of the Duke 
of Kingstoue, and the celebrated ::.Uiss Chudleig-h, and of Henry Fox, 
first. Lord Holland, who, in 1744, ran away with the Duke of Rich
mond's daughter. 

Such of the Fleet Registers as could be discovered by Governmeut, 
were deposited at the Bishop of London Registry in Doctors' Com
mons. The evidence respecting the marriages in " Fleet" was given 
by a witness on the trial of Doed Passingham v. Lloyd, was fa.ken 
down by l\Ir. Gurnly, and as it is curious, and in all probability 
quite unknown, I will give a transcript of it verbatim. 

Wm. Stiles Jones: I lived in Fleet Lane, I know the houses called 
·• Uarrio.ge Houses" and register books were kept at them. The 
houses extended be-;ond the rules of the •· Fleet." Dr. Dean and Dr. 
Wyatt were clerg:,nien who celebrated Fleet marriages. 

The marriag-es were set down in a book kept at each of the mar
riage houses by the persons who acted as clerks. 

Mr. Lilly had a marriage house and l\Irs. Owens used to ply for 
him, but not very decently, for she got any one to be married who 
would. "When Lilly died, Owens kept n marriage house on berown ac
count. On his cross-examination be so.id, " If the clerk was out the 
servant of the marriage house entered it into the book. Two of the 
houses were the sign of the Sawyers, and the sign of the Snluta.tion 
and Cat, in Newgate market, another was the Bull and Garter. Lillys 
was more of a private house, a11d had no sign." Benj. Panton, a 
witness, said "I bought the whole of the registers of "Fleet" mar
riages, they were between 500 and 600 in number, and are more 
than one ton in weight." 

The manner in which these marriages were celebratecl, the conduct 
of the persons who assumed the power of registering them, and the 
numerous false entries in them of marria~es which never did take 
place, have thrown such an odium on them, a.R to take from them 
evon the authority of a private memorandum, although the marriages 
celebrated in the "Fleet" were undoubtedlY valid. 

Protestant diRsenters of all denominations have heen accustomed 
to register the birth of their childreµ at Dr. Williams' library, Red 
Cross Ht., and in some years there have been as many as 1000 entries 
in each year, but the number has diminished since Sir Thomas 
Plomcr refm1ed to receive the book aR evidence. 

Since the Act of Parliament in 1832, 1.,.ll registerB are transmitted to 
Somerset Hom;e. In London there are three di~tinct offices where 
Rearches can be ma.le. First, the Bii;hop of London's office, aB re
gards bis consistory Court. Secondly, the Vicar General's, which 
has authority over the whole 8ee of Uanterbury, and thirdly, the 
Faculty oflice, which has jurisdiction over York as well as Canter
bury. The License Records commence in 1630, at the Faculty 
office, but at the other offices tht•y do not commence until after the 
fire of London in IG66, all earlier records having been burnt. 

In closing my report, I desire to make the followin~ observations. 
While m:, wission bas not ber.n r,rot1uctive of pecuniary profit, yet 

I think the result bas beeu Leocticial. It may now be definitely 
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taken as a fixed fact, that the so-called "Carpenter Estate" does not 
exist, el:cept in the .fiction of tradition, and the hopes of the expectant 
recipients. It was worth, however, much more than the personal out
fay iucun·ed bv the indh-idual member,; of this Association, to have 
settled once for all in an authoritative wanner, such a perplexing and 
delusive an1foipation. 

As your agent, ha'l"ing fulfilled my oblig-a.tions to the best of my 
ability, this report is respectfully submiitt:d by 

Yours Respectfully, 

JAYES USHER, 
New York City. 



A CIRCULAR 

Relating to the Genealogy of the Carpenter Families in America, and a 

Request for aid in Obtaining Information Concerning the Same. 

PREPARED BY WILL C. CLARK, CINCINNATI, OHIO. 

THE object of this circular is to give :1 brief history of the CARPENTER fam
ilies in America. and particularly that of the Mas.i;;achusetts family. The 
writer is compiling a genealogy of the <leseendants of Elisha Carpenter, who 
was horn in Rehoboth, Mass., June 18, 1728, and in order that all posterity 
may take an interest in the undertaking it has been thought best to publish 
this brief record, so that all may understand why they should be interested . 

. It is hoped there are none who will not appreciate the cause, and do what they 
can in the way of assistance, hy furnishing records and information. It should 
be a pride to leave to posterity the record of such an ancestry as ours. •• The 
time is approaching, if it has not already come, when to be descended from the 
Puritan settlers of New England will be regarded as a truer nobility t},lan has 
ever been derived from all the charters of Norman or of Gothic kings.''-John 
Adams Vinton. John Quincy Adams once said he would rather have one drop 
of Puritan blood in his veins than all the blood that ever flowed in the veins 
of kings and princes; and Burke truly said, 14 Those only deserve to be remem
bered by posterity who treasure up the history of their ancestors." 

Besides belonging to an old and respected family, there is a reason why we 
should have a family record, which you will understand from the following: 
It is well known that many large fortunes are held by the Chancery Court of 
England, and it is also well known that seldom or never do the applicnnts suc
ceed in getting possession of an estate' after it has gone into this court. In 
the possession of said court there is now an estate of nearly three hundred 
millions of dollars belonging, as has been proven, to one of the Carpenter fam
ilies in America. Several attempts to Sf,!Cure this vast fortune have been made 
by the different Carpenter families, buf there has always been a lack of suffi
cient fund11 to ohtain any knowledge wor~hy of importance; and to-day it is not 
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known which family has thP hest righ;; to put in a claim for the estate. A few 
of our Massachusetts relatives held a convention at ,v orcester, Mass., in 1847, 
but what they accomplished, further than obtaining some genealogical notes 
which were published in pamphlet form, is not known. At the present time 
a copy of the work has not been foun<l, but Mr. ,:)avid Carpenter, of Seekonk, 
Mass., who years ago had seen and co11ied some notes from one of the pamph
lets, Jrns kindly described the work ana furnished some very valuable extracts. 
At Glen CoYe, L. I., a conwntion of various members of the different Carpen
ter families iu this country wn., held in 1878. The object of the meeting was 
to find out, if possible, to what family the estate belonged. The result of this 
conYention ww; published in pamphlet form, but a copy has not yet found its 
way to the writer of this. 

CARPENTER FAMILY OF RHODE ISLAND. 

Some time before 1638", and not likely before 1636, a William Carpenter 
lived in or near Weymouth, Mass. About 1638, in company with Benedict 
Arnold an<l others (Carpenter and Arnold were in some way related), he be
came conspicuous in the then new settlement of Providence, R. I. His de
scendants are not very numerous. Mr. Amos Carpenter, of West \Vaterford, 
Vt., who has made a life-long study of the Carpenter family-:-particularly the 
Mu.ssachusetts family, from which he was descended-ic; of the opinion that 
this \Villiam Carpenter was a son of one Richard Carpenter who died in Eng
land, and that Hichard was a brother of William Carpenter, the ancestor o~ 
the Massachusetts Carpenters. This supposition is strengthened by the fact 
that \Villiam Carpenter, son of the ancestor of the Massachusetts Carpenters, 
men tiom1 a cousin in his will. 

CARl'ENTER F A.HILY OF PENNSYL VA.NIA. 

This family is descended from Samuel Carpenter, who came from England 
in compa11y with William Penn and· otheri;. He was a man of public favor 
and the wt:altl1iest in the province. 1H a genealogy of the Lloyd and Carpen
ter families the author asserts his hel ief that the ancestors of the early Car
penter families in America were relate,1 through their parents in England. 

CARPE1'T.ER FAlfl.LY OF NEW YORK. 

In the central part of New York St1~te there is another distinct family, but 
their time is so modern and their num hers comparatively so few that it would 
hardly Le necessary to recognize them were it not from the £act that a large 
branch of the Ma8sachusetts family wesides in that part of the State. This 
family came from England about a C•f!ntury a~o, and ha,;e been residents of 
this part of the State alJOUt the i,uumr length of time a.<:1 the Mll.'lsachusetts 
branch. 
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CARPENTER FAlULY OF LONG ISLAND. 

It is claimed there is a separate and distinct family on Long Island. Possi
bly this is only a branch of the Massachusetts family, as some of the children 
of the third and fourth generations, are known to have gone there to reside. 

CARl'EXTER FAMILY OF MASSACHl'SETTS. 

The following is copied from page 480 of the •· Vinton Memorial,"' ancl is 
only a part of the record of the :Massachusetts Carpenter family which is to he 
fcund in that mod('} genealogical work. It is hy no means complete as re
gards the showing of public favor antl position our worthy ancestors enjoyed. 
It was originally compiled by Amos B. Carpenter and John Adams Vinton: 

FIRST GEXERATIOX. 

William Carpenter,' the ancestor, it is supposed, of all the Carpenter family in 
Xew E11i,rla11d, 1.,. in Enirlaud lii7ll, came in the ship•· Bevis" from Southampton lll38, 

_ a. ll2, to this country. With him came his son William; :L, 33, and Auig-,dl, wife of the 
latter, a. :32, and four chil<lren, "of ten years old or less," who are not named in the 
clearanc(' of thP- vessel. From other sources we learn that the names of these chil
dren wPrP William,• i'3amuel; Joseph; and .John.• William Carpenter' was admitted 
freeman )Iay 1::i. 1040, He resided some time at Weymouth. 'fhe time of his death 
is not known. His descendants are very numerous. 

SECOXD GEXEHiTION. 

William Carpenter; son of the preceding, b. in England 1605; c:ame with his wifr, 
Ahigail, b. in Eu~lan<I 1606, and four childreri as alrea<lv stat,:<!. He removed with 
HeY. i':iamucl Newman and a majority of his clmrc-h from Weymouth t-0 ltt•l10IJOtl: 
(the part now known as Seekonk) and with them hegan the iwttlement of that place 
in 1043. He was town clerk of Rehoboth from 1114:: to Hl40. He was dl!Jmty to Ply
mouth General Court in 1656. He must have die,! preYious to )fay 24i, 161i7, since m 
a division of meadow laud then made in the "North l'urcha.sf'" (liow Attleboro' on 
Cumlwrlancl) "Widow Carpenter" is mentioned. His children were-

• 3. t William, 1 lJ. 1631; m. 1, Priscilla. Bonett, Hllil; 2, llariarn :Searle, 1663. 
• 4. Samuel,• Ii.--; m. Sarah Hedaway, JflOO. 
• 5. Joseph,' h. --; m. )largaret Sahin, No,·. 25, 16:;;;, ITH died in Swanzey, 

).fay ll, rn7,,. Hon. Ahbott Lawrence, of Boston, was one of his dP-seendant11. 
6. John,' h. --; m. Hannah--; was in the "Narragansett ex1Jt!dition," 

107~,; reshlctl at Jamaica, L. I.; d. ::\lay 23, l6!1Ci. 
7. Abiah,' L. --; went t-0 Warwick, R. I., to a tract of land bought hy his 

father. 
8. Hannah,' h. at Wl',·month, .\pril S, 1040. 
_9. Abraham,• I,, at ,vf'y111011th, April !I, 1fi4:J. In another rP-corll this is given as 

ALw. llau .. 11arn1! date. /Ge11eal. Heg., OcL, 18;i4.) 
10. Ephraim,' u. at Hcliohoth April ii:;, l(J;",J; d. April au, 17lll, a. 62. 

'fIIIHD GEXEHATIOX. 

William Carpenter,' HOii of tl1e y,receding; h. in Enirland, l/l:JJ; m. 1, Oct. !i, 1051, 
Pris1·illa Bonett. who d. in chiltlliirth Oct. 20. rnn::: :.!, l>tir!. JO, lflli!l, :!'\Iariam SurleH 
(1:it•arlt•] who cl. :\lay 1, 1722, a. 7li. Ile waH Lown clnk of Hcho1Jotl1 from ]Ht;;, to 170:·l, 
exc·1•pt rn!l:J. Ile was often employed in town lmsiness. He 11. Jan. llli, 170:J. I11s 
children Wf'Tf', l,v lirst wiff-

11. J oho,' I,, Oct. w, 1052; m. Relwcr.:. --: settJP-11 at Woo,lstock, Conn. 
12. William,' !J. ,June 20, rn~,!I; m. Eliz~!Jeth Hohinson .. \pril 8, 1m;;,; <\. iu Attle

boro' M:m·h 10. 171!1. 
13. Priscilla,' i.J. July 2-!, Hiul; 111. Hicl;1:1rd :,w1wt. 
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• 14, Benjamin,• b. Oct. 20, 1603; m. Hannah Strong. He moved away before 
1689, and d. at Coventry, Conn., April 18, '738. She d. llarcb 20, 1762, a. 92. 

Hv second wife-
• i5. Josiah,' b. Dec. 18, 1604; m. Elinbeth Read, 1002. . 
• 16. Nathaniel,• b. May 12. 1667; m. I, Sept. rn, 1093, Racl1el Cooper, who d. ,July 

9, 1094, a. 23: 2, Nov. 17, 160:i, :Mary Preston, who d. May 25, 1706, a. 81; 3, ,July 8, 
1707, ~farv Cooper, who d, .-\pril fl, 1712,a. 30; 4, 1710, }fary nacon. 

17 .t baniel,' IJ. Oct. 8, 1609; m. l; April 15, 16!1:}, Bethia Bliss, who d. Feh. 27, 
1702, a. 31; 2 rn, -- 30, 1704. Elizabeth Butterworth. who cl •• June 1.'l, 1708, a. 26; 8, 
March 1!1. 171$. :Marirarc·t Hunt, who d. 17:!0; 4. ~Iary Hyde. Ile d. Sept. 14, li:!1. 

* 18. Noah,' IJ. Marell 28, 1072: m. I, l>ec. a, 1700, Sarah Johnson, who d. Sept. 29, 
1726; 2, )lay 22, li27, Rutli Follet, who cl .June 10, 1745; :l, Taliitl!ii llishop. He d. 
at Attleboro' .June 7, 1753. 

19. Mariam,' lJ. (ktoher 20, Hl74; m. ,Jonathan Bliss, June 23, 1091. 
20. Obadiah,' h . .Marc:1112. 1678; m. Xov.6,Deliverance Preston, who tL June 17, 

1707, a. 85. He ti. at Heholioth. Oct. 25, 1749. 
21. Ephriam,• b. April 25, 1683; m. 1, August 14, 1704, Hannah Re~d, who d. 

Augnst, 1717,.a. ao; 2, ~!arch 24, 1718, widow Martha Carpenter; he d. at Rehoboth, 
April 20, li45. 

22. Hannah,• b .• \pril 10. 1084; m. ,Jonathan Chase Xov. 23, 1703. 
• 23. Abigail,' ti .. April J;j, 1GS7; m. lJaniel Perrin. 

3. William• was granted a coat-of-arms May -1, 1003. 
4. Samuel.• A part record of the descendants of 8amuel can lie found in the 

"Vinton Memorial," page 480. Hev. ,John Adams Vinton, author of the "Vinton 
Memorial," m. Orinda Uaskill,' a descendant of Samuel." 

5. Joseph.' Hon. Ahbot Lawrence and Hon. Benjamin Carpenter were descend
ants of Joseph.' The following inscriptiou is from the tombstone of Hon. Benjamin 
Carpenter's grave in the west p:1rt of Guilford, Vt.: "Sacred to the memory of Hon. 
P.enjamin Carpenter, Es<1, A magistrate in Rhode Island in .A.. D. 1764, a public 
teacher of righteousness, an al,le advocate to his last of democracy and equal riglits 
of man; removt-d to this town A. lJ. 1770; was a field-officer in the Hernlutionary 
war; a founder of the first constitution aml government of Vermont; a Coundtor of 
Censors hi A. D. 1783; a member of the Council and Lieutenant-Governor of thJ State 
in A. D. 1770; a firm professor of Christianity in the Baptist Church for 00 years. 
Left this world an<l 140 persons of lineal posterity :March 29, 1804, aged 78 years, 10 
months and 12 days, with a strong mind and full faith of a more glorious state J1ere
after. Stature about six feet, weight 200. Death had no terrors." 

14, Benjamin.• ~!artin L. Roherts has com1,iled and published a pamphlet record 
of the descendants of Benjamin.• .Mr. Roberts married Uuth Ann Carpenter/ a de
scendant of Benjamin,• allll now lives in New Haven, Conn., No.·21 ,vard street. 

15, Josiah.• A part record of the descendants of .Josiah• can be found in the 
"Vinton :Memorial,'' p. 4$0. Gen. Thomas F. Carpenter, of I•rovidence, R. I., who was 
Democratic candidate for Governor of Rhodo Island, is one of Josiah's posterity. 

16. Nathaniel.• Philo Cariienter, of <.:Iiicago, Ill., has in his po~session a manu
script reconl of that liranch of the family to which he belongs. It was corn11ile1l hy 
Mr. Etlwartl Hul,liartl, a gentleman well knmn1 in historical circles both in tlie east 
and west. I am unable to state positive}~ whetlaer I 1hilo Carpenter isdescenrted from 
Nathaniel,• lrnt, whether correct or not, he is a descendant of the Massachusetts 
family. 

18. Noah.' A record of Noah's desc1~ndants can lie read in the New England 
lteg-istcr, vu!. J::J, pp. 5:.! to 54 inclusive. 1 · was furnished by one of his descendants, 
namely, .\iuvs JJ. Car1,euter, of Waterford, Vt. 
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23. Abigail.• A part record of Abigail and Daniel Perrin's descenc.lants can ue 
read in the Genealogical Register, vol. 32, pJl. 179-81 inclusive. 

The following record is compiled by Will C. Clark, und is gathered from 
various sources: 

FOlTTITII OEXERA.TJON. 

1"7,Daniel Carpenter,' HOil of the preretling, was lJ. Oct. 8, 160fl; m. l, April 15, 1ou;;, 
Bethia miss, who d. Feb. 2i, li02, a. 31; 2 m. •-- 30, 170-l, Elizal,eth Butterworth, 
who d .. June 13, liOS, a. 20: 3 m. )larch 111, 1718, ::\Iargaret Hunt, who d. 1720; 4 m. 
Mary Hyde. Ifo d. Sept. 14, li:21. .Ahout the 27th of .July, 1600, he fought in an en
gagement a~ainst Queb~c. He isim1iposed to have held some position higher than a 
private, but whether in the Quebec engagement or later is not known. As a towns
man he was very )lopular, as is shown by the various offices he was appointed to. His 
children were probably by his first wife. 

24.t Daniel,' b. Nov. 8, lll05; m. Susannah Lyon, of \Voo<lstock, Vt., Dec. 29, 1720. 
"She wall born at Woodst-0ck Sept. 29, 16!10, an<l died at H.ehohoth ,July y• 7th, 17!l0, 
aged 00 years, 9 months and 2 days," as her gravestone," In memory of Mrs. Susannah 
Carpenter, widow of Daniel Carpenter, Esq•.," reads. Daniel died ,Jan. 25, 1753. Du
ring his life he held town or other public office almost constantly. 

25. Jabez,'b.----; m.for2 w. Betsey .Monk; his children were: 1 ,Jabez•; 
2 Elizabeth" (or LepheJ, m. Jam f's Hea(l; :1 IIeziah," m. J acoli Shorey; their chilclren 
were, . .\ lie],' Cynthia,' Sally' (m. 5 oah Perry), ,Jac'.oli,1 aucl Il<•ziah'; 4 Lucy• (m .• James 
Cooper), ch. were Samuel, Lucy (m .• \. therfon), and Betsey; r, llethial" (m . .Aaron Lyon), 
ch. were, Oliadiah, William John, Uctsy, an,! Naliliy; 6 .Abigail", unru. 

26. Eleazer,' b. ----; ch., Elihu, .Ahisha, and Mary; she m. Peter Whitaker. 

FIFTH GENEJUTIOX. 

Daniel Carpenter,' son of the preceding, m. Susanna Lyon, as already stated. His 
children were-

27. t Elisha,• b. June 18, 172s. For his recortl and pedigree see notes further on. 
28. Asabel, • b. ----; m. ~Iary Shorey; their children were: l Susannah, m. 

Medhury; 2 )fary, m. Bliss; ::: Matilda, m. Tucker; 4 /Sophia, unm.; r, A11enath, unm.; 
6 Christina Amelia, who married lsrat-1 Droun; 7 Caroline Augusta, unmarried; 
8 llethia, unm.; 9 Wooster, m. Lovina Brown. The family coat-of-armK which was 
granted to William Carpenter in 100!3 is still extant and in the posKesKion of a b1,mch 
of the family descended from Wooster Carp1mter who are re11identsof Uhotle Jslu11d. 
'fwo of Wooster Carpenter's cl1ildreu are all J have any knowll~<lge of. They are 
Jane, b. ----, d. ProYidenec, ,Jan. 21, Jfi7H; Solon, m. Amelia Carpenter (clau. 
Davis Carpenter, of Seekonk, ::\lass.); tlwy reside in Providence, R. I. One of their 
children is Davis Carpenter, 3tl. 10 )files, m. Polly Goff, ahout 1804. He d. ~heliJy
ville, Ind., Aug.--. 1837. She <l. at ~H. Sterling, Ill., a. 72. The record of his de
scendants is furnisMed by his son, .AsalJd Carp<mter, anr' i11 as corrt'ct aK cim J,e 
foarned. Clarrisa, b. 8avoy, 1805, m. Sylvanus Ritt!; she d. Hawley, :Mo. Matilda, b. 
1807, d., unm. Asabel, b. Savoy, 1810, m. Anna F. Bates, his presPnt wife; they had 
17 children, 13 of them now living; they were m. at Wi11dsor, Dt'c. 17, 1sa:i: shortly 
afterward seUled in Beaver, Boone Co., Ky. He waR a drum major in tl1e Union 
army in the 93d Im.I, He is now a farmH, and resides at l'atriot, Ind. Six of his 
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children live in Oskaloosa, fa. The 17 chiltlren are: Matilda Ann, Hora<"!:!, Clark JI., 
Charles M., :Mahital,le W., Francis· )I., Thomas E., Walter E., ·wooster D., William 
n., George G., :Uary A., Sarah E., :Martha E., Riclianl .\., Charles W., Clara. The old
est was IJ., 1835, youngest, 1800. 

29. Elizabeth,' m. Atwood. 
30. Susannah,' m. :Xnthaniel Chaffca 
31. Hannah,• unrn. 
32. Daniel,' IJ. Aug. 4, li:lo: m. l, .Anna Lyo11, J.,y whom he had three d1il1lren; 

2, Olin• Ide, f:< d1ildren. He d. ~\pril ls, 18:!:J; !Juried in J>ro,·idencc Cenwtery, and on 
his gra,·estone tile farnily coat-of-arms is cut. His children were: l. Elizaheth; 2 . 
.AIJig-ail, m. ,James Fr<'neh; :J. Daniel, m. Haclit•l Lyon; 4. Draytou, m. Sally Peck; 5. 
Darivus, m. Anna Carpenter (dau. of Caleh Carpenter); o. Betst>y, Ill. ~imeon Daggt>tt 
(Betsey, "·he:1 8-:0 years of age, from memory painted a Jiicture of hrr tlead father, 
which her Lro. Davis now possesses/; i. Draper, 10. Caroline Hassett; 8. DaYis, IJ . 
.March 2.;, 1704, m. Elpha French (slw IJeiug- desr.entled from a family of Carpenters 
wl1osc ancestor two generations IJefore was .\hial1 Carpenter). Davis is tlw only sur
viYiug child of Daniel 3. All that is known c,f his family is the mmws of t lm•fi of 
his children: Sarah F., living at home with her fatlirr; Amelia, m. to :-;uJou CaJ'Jienter 
(son of ,-rooster Carpenter), li\·ing in l'rovide11cP, H. l.; and flayis, ,Tr., liYing in St. 
Joseph, !-Io. 9. Calvin, m. AlJigail Tisdal!'; 10. Olive, m. l>Jianuel ,Jacol1s. 

SIXTH GEXERATION. 

21. Elisha Carpenter,• from whose time tu tlie present the writer is compiling 
a record of all descemlants, was 1,orn .lune 18, li2/:i; married Estl1er Grt·en,rnod, 
daug-ht1•r of ReY .. fohu <.reenwood (fur a reconl of the Greenwuocl family 11el:l the 
New Englawl Historical aud Gl•nPa!ogic'.al Hqrister, Vol. 13, Jiage i:m, XoY. 7, 1751). 
The record of the 1Jirt11 of their children was written Ly a Heholloth scliool-mastHr 
(Jikt-ly HeY .. Tolin <,reenwoo<lJ, before tlie family left Ueliol,oth for Sarny. This orig
lnul documtmt is in tl1e possession of Elizabeth l'erry, wlw rPsicl~s at /::iavoy. Elisha 
,-.w1 both a farmer an1l a g-uusmitll, according to a c<,py of his corn111issio11, kindly 
furnishe1l J,y ~finnie llurlbut, of Groton, X. Y., from tl,e orig'ilial docm11tmt now in 
the possession of lier uncle, Uyro11 Car1ie11t1•r, also of ( lroton. Elisha was a111mi11t.t•11 

}:nsign in tlmt company when•of Pliillip Walker, Es11., was Captain in a regiment of 
foot cornma111h•d by Colonc.-1 Tlwmas Doty, raisl'<l for a geiwral invasion of Canada, 
1758. It is likely he went to. SaYoy to occ·upy a traf't of land known as "llulloc-k's 
Grant," ginm l1im for Ids or liis fatlier's military fiervice:;. Ile was one of tl11• earliest 
iwttlns of 8avoy, wlwn• Jw liuilt the first saw-will en•deil. Ifr died there )farcl1 :tr,, 
lt:l:l, awl !Jis wifr, wl10 was J,om :iJay -l, 17!·):l, 1lit•<l ,\pril :!-t, JsH. Tlidr g-raYes are 
umuark<!d J,y 1111:,- 11J011ummt to sl1ow tlH'ir J'l•sti11;:: pl:W(!. Tlwir cl1il1h·en Wl'.fe J,o 
ill Hel10J,oth, allfl n1·e: 

33. Esther.' Ji. April i!), Ji,,J, m. Willi,uu lJJgrnl1alll; :,.Ii<! d. :-;avoy, .July 2G, JS-tll. 
34, Cynthia,' IJ ... AJ1ril !!7, 17:-.-J, m . .Natliani<:l Hrnky; :;Jw !I •• \JJ1ion, X. Y.,)fay 18, 

lfi-U. 
35. Elisha,' Ji. :.\fay !i, 17;,ii; was ii l!hiJ, officn; lo~t at i;ca, 178:i. 
36. Benjamin,' I, .. June 17, 17;,,,; d. at Hclwliotl1 .. July 11. 1701. 
37. Comfort,' h. /".-ept. -", 17fi1; ,l. in so11t lin11 port, ~-<'!low fev••r, .A 11~. 8, J7i-:.. 
38, Hannah,' IJ . .!11artl1 17, l7U4, 111. l111w)a11d Ki111l,al; d. 1;ai11t•s, X. Y .. .';1•pt. lO, 

1BZ-~. 
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39. Sarah,' b. Dec. 15, 1760; <l. Rehoboth, Oct. 26, 1767. 
40. Benjamin,' b. Sept.11, 1768, m. 1 . .Nimcy 'Fisher; 2. Mima Hollis; he d. Savoy, 

June 11, 18.16. 
41. Sarah,' b. Oct. 4, 1771. m. Pardon Arnold; d. }fanchester, N. Y .. July 2, 1867. 
42. Nancy,' u. Feb. 5, 1775; d. Uehohoth, .Jan. 17, li07. 
43. Elijah,' b. }fay 20, 1777, m. Sallie Davis; d. :Morristown, N. Y .. Feb., 1842. 
44. Sylvenus,' b. ~fay 20, 1780, m. Rhoda Hathaway; d. Groton, N. Y., Aug. 22, 

1853. 

8eYen of Elisha's' children lived to marry and raise large families, and to-day his 
posterity are to be found in almost every state of the 'Gnion. Of these an unusual 
number are people of honor and position. The desc-endants are so nmnerom, that in 
order to compile a work of this kind the collector ha11 clh-iiled the task between seven 
different persons, each pen;on chosen being a descendant of a respectiye one of the 
seven children of Elisha. These different 1>ersons who have kimlly taken upon them
selves the all but easy task of collecting the records from the various families coming 
under their attention, should receive all the favors in the way of prompt and valua
ble information which the family, 11erson or persons written to can impart. The 
names and post-office address of each corresJ)ondent, coupled with the name of the 
family from whose time to the present, tl1e said correspondents have charge of, are 
as follows: 

Esther,' (Carpenter) and William Ingraham. Mrs. Sandford Stt>t11on, North Adami;, 
Mass. 

Cynthia,' (Carprnten and :Xathaniel Braley, :Misi; C. L. llraley, Albion, X. Y. 
Hannah,' (Carpentl'ri aml Howland Kimlmll, :Mr. C. Kiml,all, Baraboo, Wis. 
Benje.min' Carpenter, Miss L. Perry, Savoy, Mass. 
Sarah,' (Carpenter) and Pardon Arnold, Mrs. M. Dewey, Manchester, N. Y. 
Elijah' Carpenter, )iiss E. Carpenter, Morri11town, N. Y. 
Sylvenus' Carpenter, :\Ir. Will C. Clark, 102, Dudley St., Cincinnati, O. 

The records of the descendants of Esther' (Carpenter) and William Ingraham, 
Cynthia' (Carpenter) and Nathaniel Braley, Benjamin' Carpenter,Samh' (Carpenter) 
and Pardon Arnold, and Elijah' Carpenter, in the hands of the different correspond
~nts, are well under headway, and will likely he complete in a few weeks. To those 
who arn asked for assistance in the way of infom1ation it is hoptd it will be given in 
detail as prom1,tly as possilJle. The records of Hannah' (Carpenter) and Howland 
Kimball's desi:en<lants, are not so nearly completed as those· of other branches of the 
family, owing to the fac:t that only until recently has been found ont> who would un
dertake the task of suc:h an acceptance. The records of the descendants of 8ylvenus' 
Carpenter are ail com1,lete to the present time. 

WILL C. CLARK, 
102 Dudley St., Cincinnati. 






