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PREFACE. 

A LETTER in 1894 from l\Iiss S. Adelaide Benton of South 1\Ianchester, 
Conn., inquiring to what extent we could trace our Benton lineage, elicited 
the re,pouse that it went no farther than our grandfather, David Benton, 
whose family Bible was in our possession, and who died in our father's 
home when we were sixteen years of age. ,v e had heard him relate much 
of his personal history, but could not recall that he e,·er. spoke of his par
entage. 

It was not, however, until four years later that the ancestral idea, sug
ge,ted by the letter of inquiry, was quickened to activity. For early in 
1898, a recalled statement of his application for pension as a Revolutionary 
Roldier, that he was horn in the town of Salisbury, Conn., and that he 
was "called i'nto servi'ce" in the town of Sheffield, Berkshire Co., ~lass., 
resulted in obtaining from the records of Salisbury the date of his birth
in t·xact harmony with his Bible record-as a" son of David and Sarah 
Benton;" and from Pittsfield, 1\Iass., a copy of his father David Benton's 
will, in which IHJ was named as one of his children and legatees. 

These data, coupled to an intimation of l\Iiss Benton's that our grandsire 
was probably a rleseendant of an Andrew Benton, who was a first settler 
at l\Iilfonl, Conn., in 1639, and afterwards removed to Hartford, suggested 
the possibility of spanning the century that intervened his death in 1683, 
or that of Edward. Benton's, his fellow emigrant, in 1680, and the death of 
our great-gran<lsire in li97. For the public records of Hartford afforded 
the names of two generations, at least, of the descemlauts of Andrew Ben
ton, as did those of Guilford of the descendants of Edward Benton, who 
settlt•d at that place in, or about, the same year that Andrew Benton set
tled at l\Iilford. 

A correspondence begun in this year ( 1898) >l'ith l\Ir, Myron B. Ben
ton, which included a visit to his home, near Amenia, X. Y., gave, through 
admiration of his noble character, a predilection toward the Edward Ben
ton line to which he and his brother, Charles E. Benton, and their cousin, 
Joel Benton, belonged. 

But an exhaustive study of Guilford records having failed to realize the 
expeetauey of nearness of kin to these worthy gentlemen, attention was 
directed ebewhere fur the intervening links. And in response to requests 
of other towns for the names of all Bentons borne on their vital statistic 
records prior to 1760, the one to the town of Tolland, in the county of 
that name, revealed the birth in 1 i34 of a David Benton, a son of Isaac 
and Ruth ( Xorton) Benton, thereby conclusively sett~ing the question of 
lineage; for the Hartford records showed the birth in 1703 of this Isaac 
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Benton, as a son of Joseph and Sarah (Waters) Benton; and they also 
showed that this Joseph was a son of Andrew Benton the emigrant. 

The England home and the year and place of arrival in America of 
these two Benton emigrants, the only ones so far as we have discovered 
in all New England, remained matter for further inquiry. A supposition 
that they came with Sir Richard Saltonstall's colony to Watertown, Mass., 
in i63o;~lecCto. a. futile research In that direction ;' anct the inquiry would 
probably have remained unsolved, but for a brief interview with l\Iiss 
Benton in her home at South Manchester in the summer of 1902. From 
her it was learned that a Mr. Charles H. Benton of London, England, had 
obtained their family record from the registers of Epping parish (18 ms. 
N. E. of London in the Co. Essex). And a year later, through correspon
dence with the gentleman's father, Mr. Horace Benton of Cleveland, Ohio, 
his ample abstract from the Epping register was placed in our hands by 
the gentleman himself while returning from a visit to his native place. 
And from this abstract and other reliable data, the year 1638 was fix:ed as 
the time, and Wethersfield, Conn., as the place of their advent. 

As it was with respect to our paternal ancestry, so it was as to the ma
ternal, for we knew nothing of our Vermilya forbears beyond our grand
parents, Edward and Joanna (Wright) Vermilya, and of them we often 
heard our mother make mention; and we once inquired of her concerning 
the family nativity, but pursued the matter no further when told that it 
was Italian: n~t, however, because of any aversion to the alleged origin. 

The awakened interest in the paternal genealogy naturally included the 
maternal, which proved easy of acquirement; for the elaborate compilation 
contributed to Ryker's History of Harlem, by Mr. Thomas E. Yermilya, of 
New York city; and that of l\Ir. Daniel B. Vermilya, of Orange, X J., to 
Toler and Nutting's History of New Harlem, together with correspondence 
with these gentlemen, afforded ample account of the several generations of 
Vermilyas from the baptism of Isaac, in London, England, in 1600, to the 
death of Abraham, at Yonkers, N. Y., in 1784; and the latter's son 1Vil
liam, mentioned in his will, was readily identified as the father of. our grand
father Edward Vermilya, a record of whose family had long been in our 
possession. 

In conclusion: The vital statistics relating to our several American an
cestors and their descemlants, were not obtained from the Looks of other 
authors, except what is l1erived from the histories of Harlem aud ~ew Har
lem, but from public and family records. Those of Guilford, Hartford, 
Harwinton, Tolland, Xorwich and 1Yiudham, Conn., by transcripts from 
their town records; and those of ]lilford, Kent and SaliblJLu·y, Conn., by 
personal examination of their records. 

J. H. :a. 
Washington, Sept., 1906. 
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ABBREVIATIONS. 
b. for born. 
d. " died. 
m. " married. 
bapt. " baptized. 
dau. " daughter. 
Res. " residence. 
Rec., or Fam. Rec. for family record. 

DmECTIO:ss : To trace one's lineage, find the page on which the par
ent's name occurs, as shown by the index. The large figures opposite the 
name give the number of the family record; the Christian names in pa
rentheses are those of the lineal ancestors; and the small figure placed 
after each name indicates the degree of descent. By following these 
names backward, in reverse order of the degree, the family record of each 
ancestor of the lineage is found. For example, the index gives page 24 
for the name of Thomas Ray Benton ; and his family record ( 50) gives 
his descent as of the 9th degree; and gives the Christian name of John8 as 
that of his immediate ancestor. Turning toward the front of the book, 
the latter's family record (39) is reached on page 19, and shows that 
W alter7 was the name of his immediate ancestor ; and, the same process 
observed, leads to his family record (34) on page 17. And so continued 
as to the other ancestors, the line of descent is carried back to the family 
record ( l) of John Benton, the primal ancestor, on page 3. 





BENTONS IN ENGLAND. 

-T-HE following records hav-e _been arranged from a transcript of Benton 
family items in the parish register of Epping, co. Essex, England, which 
was made by l\IR. CHARLES H. BEXTON OF LONDOX, and loaned to me in 
1903. The register begins in 1539, and ends, so far as the Bentons are 
concerned, in 1700, by which time all had disappeared from the parish. It 
contains 172 entries of the name; 80 being baptisms, 66 burials, and 26 
marriages; and of the baptisms, 14 are Johns, 9 Andrews, and 4 Edwards; 
and it is with these three names in particular that I have had largely to 
deal in tabnlating the facts and forming conjectures. 

I. EowARD1 BENTON and Joane Holloway, married May 10, 1563. He 
died Sept. 16, 1605; and she died Nov. 4, 1599. 

Children: 
JoA"E, 2 bapt. Feb. 13, 1564. 

2. ANDREW, bapt. Dec. 2, 1565. 
EDWARD, bapt. Mar. 19, 1568; probably the Edward who d. Nov., 1603. 
ELIZABETH, bapt. Mar. 12, 15i0. 
Jom,, bapt. Oct. 24, 1575. 
RACHEL, buried Nov. 3, 1582. 
MATHEW, buried Apr. 3, 1588. 

NoTE,-There may have been other children. Only one other Edward Ben
ton aside from this Edward is found in the register, namely, Edward, "son of 
Will Benton," who was bapt. June 12, 1602, and of whom nothing further ap
pears, unless he was the Edward who died in Nov., 1603. 

2. ANDREW2 BENTON (Edward!), baptized Dec. 2, 1565; died in 1623 
or '5. There is no record of the marriage of any Andrew Benton 
prior to the one with Sibel Lake, Jan. 1, 1612. His was, pre
sumably, the "l\Iarie --- the widowe of Andrew Benton" who 
died Jan. 3, 1642, and there is no entry in conflict with this theory. 

Children: 
Jom,. 3 

A"DREW, bapt. Jan. 1, 1598. 
3. EDWARD, bapt. Feb. 24, 1600. 

RALPH, bapt. June 13, 1602. 
SusAX, bapt. 11ar. 10, 1605. 
MARY, bapt. Oct. 16, 1608; d. Mar. 6, 1610. 
MARIE, bapt. Dec. 3, 1612. 

3. EDw.rno 3 BENTOX (Andrew,2 Edward1
), baptized Feb. 24, 1600; died 

Oct. 28, 1680, at Guilford, Conn. He married (1) Jan. 15, 1627, 
Alice Purden; married (2) Anne ---, who died Aug. 22, 1671. 

Children: 
REBF.CCA,4 bapt. June 8, 1628. 

NoTE.-Here occurs a register hiatus of 8 years, during which their sons 
Daniel and Andrew were born. Both died at Guilford-the former June 10, 
1672; the latter Jan. 13, 17H. That Daniel was the elder is based on the fact 
that his marriage in 1658 was seven years earlier than his brother's in 1665; 
and that his name occurs first in the record of their "oath of fidelity," May 4, 
1654. 

EDWARD, bapt. Jan. 28, 1638. 
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With this last entry, the name of Edward Benton disappears from the 
register. This Edward Benton,':baptized Jan. 28, 1638, died at Wethers
field, Ct., Feb. 19, 1698, "age 60 years"; and the year of his birth (1638) 
was, presumably, the year his father and Andrew Benton came to America, 
as the latter, early in 1639, followed the Rev. Peter Prudden's party from 
Wethersfield to Milford, Ct.; and in that, or the following year, Edward 
Benton ·renmved·from Wethenmekl- ~ ,Guilford, Ct., wher-e a~daughter 
was born to him in Sept., 1640. 

The entire family of EDWARD8 BEXTON (Andrew,2 Edward1), repeated 
in part, was : ' 

i. REBECCA,4 bapt. in England, June 8, 1628. 
ii. DA~1EL, b. in England; d. June 10, 1672, at Guilford, Conn.; m. Nov. 23, 

1658, Rachel Goodrich, or Chtti'idye, who d. Oct., 1685. 
iii. ANDREW, b. in England; d. Jan. 13, lil4, at Guilford, Conn.; m. Feb. 

14, 1665, Elizabeth Rolph, who d. Oct. 29, J 713. 
iv. EDWARD, bapt. Jan. 27, 1638, in England; d. Feb. 19, 1698, at Wethers-

field, Conn.; m. Mary---, who d. Aug. 8, 1702. 
v. HANNAH, b. Sept. 28, 1640, at Guilford, Conn. 
vi. :MARY, b. Feb. 2, 16!2; m. Dec. 6, 1666, Samuel Thorp. 
vii. JOHN, b. June 10, 16!3; d. young. 
viii. TABITHA, b. 1645; m. Nov. 27, 1684, Simeou Simpson. 
ix. ELIZABETH, b. June 3, 1647; d. April 3, 1654. 
x. SARAH, b. Nov. 4, 1650; d. Dec. 25, 1692; m. Thomas Wright. 
xi. There was a "Sarah Benton" whom. Jan., 1671, Moses Blackly. 
xii. ZACHEC'S, b. Aug. 27, 1652; d. single. 

The lineage of Mr. Myron B. Benton, late of Amenia, N. Y., deceased, 
and of l\lr. Charles E. Benton, of New Bedford, Mass., is as follows; 

1. Edward and Joane (Holloway) Benton, married May 10, 1563. 
2. Andrew and Marie(--) Benton, married 159-. 
3. Edward and Alice (Pnrden) Benton, married Jan. 15, 1628. 
4. Daniel and Rachel (Goodrich) Benton, married Nov. 23, 1658. 
5. Ebenezer and Abigail (Grave) Benton, married June 14, 1694. 
6. Caleb and Sarah (Stone) Benton, married Sept. 25, 17 40. 
7. Caleb and Sarah (Bishop) Benton, married Jan. 29, 1767. 
8. William Alfred and Betsey (Reed) Benton, married Jun() 7, 1826. 
9. Myron Beecher Benton, born Aug. 26, 1834, at Amenia, N. Y. 

Charles Edward Benton, horn Sept. 11, 1841, at Amenia, N. Y. 

The lineage of 1\Ir. ,Joel Benton, of Poughkeepsie, N. Y., is the same to 
the seventh generation, then us follows: 

8. Joel and Delia (Sears) Beuton, married June 7, 1795. 
\I. Simeon B. and Deborah (Hallock) Benton, married Oct. 23, 1828. 

l(J. Joel Benton, born May 29, 1832, at Amenia, N. Y. 
J.H. B. 



ANDREW BENTON OF MILFORD AND HARTFORD, 
CONN., AND HIS DESCENDANTS. 

1. Jom,1 BENTON, of the parish of Epping, co. Essex, England, and 
Mary Southern wood, were married at Epping, May 25, 1618. 

Their children were : 
2. Andrew, bapt. Oct. 15, 1620. 

Thomas, bapt. Aug. 25, 1622. 
Marie, bapt. ,June 29, 1625. 
Elizabeth, bapt. Aug. 31, 1628. 
[Here occurs a register hiatus of 8 years. J 
John, bapt. l\Iar. 10, 1639. 

The register shows the burial of a John Benfon, Feb.12, 1662, and of" the 
widdow Benton," June 5, 1665, but there is uncertainty as to their identity. 

That the above record of Andrew, baptized Oct. 15, 16:20, relates to 
Andrew Benton the emigrant is deduced from the facts that his tomb
stone in Hartford (whither he removed from l\Iilford) shows he was" aged 
63 yrs." at his death, July ,31, 1683, thus agreeing with the probable time 
of birth, and that the name of John (his father) was given to three of his 
children, two of whom died in infancy, and the name of Mary (his mother) 
was given his second daughter. 

That he was nearly related to Edward Benton the emigrant may be in
ferred from their coming together to America ; and a coincidence of Chris
tian names and other data suggests that John the father of Andrew the 
emigrant was probably a son of Andrew and ~Iaria Benton, parents of 
Edward the emigrant; and if so, he was an older son whose birth failed 
of registration in the Epping parish records, or, possibly he was a son of 
the John Benton, baptized Apr. 14, 1588, whose father, Andrew Benton, 
born in 1.54-8, inherited by will, in 156!1, the manor of Shingle Hall, at 
Epping, of which his "father, John Benton, became the owner in 1552. 

"Yet," says :\Ir. C. I-I. Benton, "there is no certainty as to what became 
of this John Benton of 1588; he may have been the John who married the 
widow Searle in 1616, or, for anything I have found to the contrary, he 
may have been father of the Andrew of 16:20. Apparently, he is not men
tioned in his father's will, in 1639." 

In view, therefore, of the uncertainty as to an earlier ancestry, I choose 
to begin the ancestral line with John and :\Iary ( Southern wood.) 

2. AXDREW2 BENTON (John1
) was allotted parcel No. 64 at the appor

tionment in Xov., 1639, of the land at Milford, Conn., bought from the 
Indians in Feb. of that year. It contained three acres, and was situai:ed 
on the west side of Half Mile Brook, near the crossing of what is now 
Spring and Hill streets, and to this were added several other parcels of 
ground. He married first, probably in 16-19, Hannah, daughter of George 
Stocking of Hartford, a first settler there in 1636. They united with the 
church at I\Iilford, he on l\far. 5, 16-!8, and she on Oct. 13, 1650, and 
were dismissed to Hartford, Mar., Hi66, whither they had removed as early 
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as 1662. Here he was a fenceviewer in 1663 and '64, a juror in 1664 and 
'67, was a freeman in May, 1665, and a suppressor of "disorders during 
public worship" (during the Hartford Controversy) and collector of min
ister's rates in 1667. He separated to the Second Church in Feb., 1670, 
with his wife, daughter Hannah, and his fathers-in-law, Stocking and Cole. 
He married second, probably in 1673, Anne, daughter of John Cole, "a 
godly, man. oL some public trust.'' She was the "bewitched maid" on 
whose account, mainly, Nathaniel Greensmith and his wife were hanged 
for witchcraft, Jan. 25, 1663. Goffe, the regicide, then iu biding at Mil
ford, writes in his diary, Feb. 24, that after the hanging "the maid was 
well "; and Cotton Mather's l\1agnalia, in 1684, says of her that "she 
is restored to health, united with the church, and living in good re
pute." She died testate, Apr. 19, 1685, leaving an estate of £60.12.6, to 
be divided among her three surviving children, of whom Ebenezer was 
given a double portion because of "impotency." Hannah, his first wife, 
died probably in 1672. He was buried in Center Church Cemetery, and 
his gravestone, near the rear wall of the church, reads: "ANDREW BEN
TON AGED 63 YKA.RS HE DYED 1vLy 31 ANO 1683." His estate, ap
praised at £345.17.19, was administered by his son Joseph, and distributed, 
Dec. 18, 1683, to his widow, and children, Andrew Samuel, Joseph, l\Iary, 
and Dorothy, by his first wife, and Ebenezer, Lydia, and Hannah, by his 
second wife. 

The homestead, formerly owned by Nathaniel Greensmith, was at the 
junction of the roads leading to \Vethersfield and Farmington, and on the 
west side of the present Wethersfield Avenue. At the death of the widow, 
it became the property of his son Joseph Benton, who sold it in June, 1693. 
He owned several other parcels of land, one of which in the " Five Mile 
Lay Out," in East Hartford, was distributed to his eight surviving child
ren, Mar. 24, 1689. 

Children by first wife, all, except the last, born in Milford : 
i. JoHN,3 b. Apr. 9, bapt. Apr. 14, 1650. "He died May [24] follow

ing in y• bed in y• night." 
ii. HANNAH, bapt. Nov. 23, 1651; m. John Camp, Jr.; mentioned in 

her grandfather Stocking's will, July 15, 1673; had a dau. Han
nah, bapt. Nov. 24, 1672; d. prior to 1675, the year of her hus
band's second marriage. 

3. iii. ANDREW, bapt. Aug. 12, 1653; d. Feb. 5, 1704. 
iv. MARY, b. Apr. 14, bapt. Apr. 15, 1655; m. (1) Nathaniel, son of 

John Cole, who d. testate Apr. 20, 1708, naming Sathaniel, bis 
only child, executor; m. (2) Jonathan Bigelow, who cl. testate 
Jan. 9, 1711, bis wife and son Joseph being executors; m. (3) 
Mar. 19, 1713, Dea. John Shepard; buried Dec. 23, 1752, in First 
Church Cemetery, Hartford, "re 90 yrs.", which should be 97 yrs. 
10 mos. 8 ds. 

v. Jomi, b. Oct. 7, 1656; mentioned. in his grandfather Stocking's 
will, July 15, 1673; d. prior to May 30, 1680. 

4. vi. SAMUEL, b. Aug. 15, 1658; cl. Apr. 10, 1746. 
5. vii. JOSEPH, b. 1660; d. Aug. 12, 1753, "in 93 yr." 

viii. DOROTHY, b. probably in 16G2; the only record of her is in the dis
tribution of her fatber's estate, Dec. 18, 1683, and Mar. 24, 1689. 

Children by second wife, born in Hartford: 
ix. EBENEZER, bapt. Jan. 4, 1674; "an impotent," living Apr. 20, li08, 

at the death of his uncle, N. Cole. 
x. LYDIA, bapt. Feb. 13, 1676; united with the Second Church, Apr. 

25, 1697. 
xi. HANNAH, bapt. Jan. 26, 16i9. 
xii. Jom,, bapt. May 30, 1680; cl. young, prior to Sept. 4, 1683. 
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3. ANDREW8 BENTON (~,8 Andrew/ John1), who lived in Milford 
and Hartford, Conn., married l\Iartha, daughter of Sergt. Thomas 
Spencer, who ,mentions her in his will, proved Sept., 1687, He 
"owned y" covenant," Jan. 6, 1677, and both united with the Se
cond Church, Dec. 10, 1694, prior to which time they presumably 
belonged to the First Church. As the eldest son, he received a 
double portion. of his father's estate. His own estate of £94. 3. 4. 
was administered by his brother Samuel. 

Children, all born in Hartford : 
i. HANNAH,4 bapt. Jan. 6, 1677; m. (1) Feb. 20, 1700, Edward Scofell 

of Haddam, who d. May, 1703, and had Susannah and Hannah; 
m. (2), in 1706, Benjamin Smith. 

ii. MARTHA, bapt. Aug. 1, 1679. 
iii. ANDREW, bapt. July 31, 1681; the only Benton to whom the follow

ing death is applicable: "July y• last 1704, One Benton and Wm. 
Omstead Sold' Slain by y• Indians; and 2 of y• Enemy Slain."
(See REGISTER, vol. ix, p. 161.) 

iv. MERCY, bapt. Sept. 7, 1683. 
v. JOHN, bapt. Feb. 22, 1685. 
vi. DOROTHY, bapt. Apr. 22, 1688; m. May 3, 1716, John Gridley of 

Farmington; Conn. 
vii. MARY, bapt. Nov. 2, 1690. 
viii. Ent;XEZER, bapt. Oct. 18, 1696; chose his uncle Samuel Benton to be 

his guardian, Sept. 5, 1709, and Jonathen Bigelow, Sr. (his uncle 
by marriage), Nov. 6, 1710, and the latter having died, the court, 
Mar. 5, lill, "allowed" Joseph Benton, his uncle, to be his guar
dian; d. Dec. 1770; m. Elizabeth, bapt. June 11, 1698, buried 
Mar. 9, 1791, dau. of Johu White of Middletown, Conn., of whom 
the Second Church record says, "The mother of John Benton 
[widow of Ebenezer Benton] aged 96" [she was in her 93d year]; 
his son John, 5 bapt. Nov. 15, 1724, was" burled," the same record 
says, "Nov. 9, 1805, re. 81 years." 

ix. ELIZABETH, bapt; Feb. 12, 1698. 

4. SAlIUEL3 BENTON (.Andrew,2 John1) lived in Milford and Hartford, 
and for awhile in the town of Tolland, Conn., where he and his son 
Samuel were first proprietors, in 1716. He married, probably in 
1679, Sarah, daughter of William and Sarah Chatterton of New 
Haven, Conn., who was born there, July 19, 1661. He died testate 
in Hartford, Apr. 10, 17 46, making ample provision for his "be
loved wife Sarah," aud appointing Moses and Lydia, his two young
est children, to be executors. 

Children, all born in Hartford : 
6. i. SA.'\l:UEL,4 b. Aug. 8, 1680. 

ii. SARAH, b. Sept. 28, 1685. 
iii. lfa:SNAH, b. Mar. 14, bapt. Mar. 19, 1688; m. (1) May 11, 1711, 

Samuel Kellogg, Jr., who d. in 1712, and had Sarah, the only child, 
b. 1712; m. (2) Joseph Root. 

• iv. ABIGAIL, b. Dec. 9, 1691; m. (1) Joseph, of Wethersfield, son of 
John Camp of Hartford, who d. Dec., 1713, and bad Hannah, 
ouly child, bapt. Sept. 25, 1712; m. (2) July 28, 1715, Richard 
Montague of Wethersfield. She d. in Wethersfield, May 9, 1753, 
'' in 62d yr." 

7. v. CALEB, b. Mar. 1, 1694. 
8. vi. D.\NIEL, b. June 25, 1696. 
9. vii. JACOB, b. Sept. 21, bapt. Sept. 26, 1698. 

viii. MOSES, b. Apr. 26, bapt. May 3, 1702; m. Miriam --, who d. 
Sept. 30, 1776, "age 61 yrs."; d. testate, May 11, 1755, his "Be
loved Wiffe Merriam" beinir one of the executors. Children: 

· 1. Moses.• 2. Samuel. 3. 11lartha. 4. Miriam. 5. Lydia. 
ix. LYDIA, b. and bapt. Apr. 26, 1705. 
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5. JosEPH8 BENTON (Andrew, 2 John1
), is first mentioned in his grand

father George Stocking's will, dated July 15, 1673. He married 
first, [Martha?] a daughter of Dea. Paul Peck of Hartford, who 
left him a legacy of £5 in his will, dated June 25, 1695; and mar
ried second, Feb. 10, 1698, Sarah, daughter of Bevil Waters of 
Hartford, "a man of good estate," who died Mar., 1729, leaving 
his "eldest daughter, Sarah Benton wife of Joseph Benton, £500." 

He united with the church, Mar. 8, 1696, and she, Mar. 15, 1713. 
In 1714, probably, he removed from Hartford to the town of Tol
land, Conn., where he and his son Joseph, and his brother Samuel 
and his son Samuel, appear as '' inhabitants " and first proprietors, 
May 14, 1716. He was its first town clerk, from Dec., 1717, to Dec., 
1720, a selectman in 1721 and '22, a first deacon of the church, 
and largely "intrusted with public affairs." At a survey of the line 
between the towns of Tolland and Coventry, in 1722, his house 
and three acres of land fell within the latter, but by agreement he 
was "still accounted an inhabitant" of Tolland. He was at New
ington, Conn., Nov. 23, 1739, and in 1742 he removed, probably 
with his son Jehiel, to the town of Kent, in Litchfield Co., Conn. 
His gravestone, at the west side of Good Hill Cemetery, near the 
village of Kent, is inscribed : HEAR LIES THE BODY OF DEC : N 

IOSEPH BENTON WHO DIED AVGVST 12th 1753 in THE 93 Y"R 

OF HIS AGE. 
Child by first wife : 

i. JosEPH,4 m. Dec. 11, 1718, Sarah Pynchon; was a first proprietor of 
the town of Tolland, 1716; d. testate at Farmington, Conn., 1667, 
his will, dated June 25, 1666, giving "all my estate both real and 
personal to my beloved wife Sarah, to be at her disposal forever." 
Children: 1. Andrew/ bapt. Aug. 23, 1719. 2. ,lfartha, bapt. 
Nov. 30, 1720. 

Children by second wife, all born in Hartford: 
ii. RUTH, b, Feb. 9, bapt. Feb. 10, 1699; d. Oct. 6, 1712. 
111. SARAH, b. Jan. 28, bapt. May 26, 1701; d. Oct. 7, 1712. 

10. iv. ISAAC, b. Feb. 8, bapt. Feb. 14, 1703. 

6. 

7. 

v. AARON, b. Mar. 24, 1705. 
vi. JEMIMA, b. Mar. 21, 1708; m. Jan. 24, 1731, Benjamin Strong. 

11. vii. JEHIEL, b. Jan. 27, bapt. Jan. 28, 1710. 
viii. KEZIA, bapt. Sept. 19, 1714. 

SAMUEL4 BENTON (Samuel,8 Andrew,2 John1) lived in Hartford and 
Tolland, Conn., of which latter town he was a first proprietor, in 
1716. He married, Jan. 2, 1705, Mary, daughter of Medad Pom
roy of Northampton, Mass. 

i. 
12. ii. 
13. iii. 

iv. 
v. 

14. vi. 

Children, perhaps all born in Hartford : 
MEDAD,• bapt. Oct. 22, 1705. 
JONATHAN, bapt. Sept. 7, 1707. 
TIMOTHY, bapt. Mar. 9, 1710. 
EUNICE, bapt. June 22, 1712. 
MJ.RY, bapt. May 29, 1715. 
SAMUEL, bapt. Aug. 11. 1717. 

vii. SARAI, bapt. Aug. 16; 1719. 

CALEB4 BENTON (Samuel,8 Andrew,2 John1), who lived in Hartford, 
married Hannah, daughter of Thomas (son of David) Ensign of 
Hartford. She united with the Second Church, Feb. 20, 1725, and 
he, June 27, 1725. He died July 25, 1725, his wife surviving him. 



7 

Children, all born in Hartford : 
i. HAXNAH,3 bapt. July 31, 1720. 

15. ii. C,\LEB, b. Jan. 28, bapt. Feb. 4, 1722. 
iii. VIOLET, bapt. Dec. 8, 1723. 

16. iv. ABRAH.rn, bapt. Apr. 11, 1725. 
v. THO)IAS, m. July 3, 1761, Anne Stanley; d. 1815; lived at Windsor, 

Conn. 
vi. SARAH, b. Feb. 23, 1729-. 
vii. SusA~"XAH, b. Feb. 23, 1729. 

8. DANIEL' BENTON (Samuel,8 Andrew/ John1) lived in Hartford and 
Tolland, Conn. He united with the Second Church, Sept. 21, 
1718, and married, Jan. 3, 1722, l\Iary, daughter of John Skinner 
of Hartford. He died in Tolland. 

Children, all born in Tolland: · 
i. MARY," b. Oct. 17, 1722; d. Mar. 16, 1723. 

17. ii. DANIEL, b. Jan. 6, 1724. 
18. iii. WILLIAM, b. Nov. 12, 1725. 

iv. MARY, b. Apr. 9, 1727; d. Oct. 4, 1745. 
19. v. ELIJAH, b. June 30, 1728. 

vi. SARAH, b. May 8, 1730; d. young. 
vii. HANXAH, b. July 12, 1731; d. young. 
viii. Jonx, b. June 17, 1732; d. young. 
ix. SrLOA.,,'11, b. Dec. 11, 1733; d. young. 
x. LYDIA, b. May 2, 1735. 
xi. ABIGAIL, b. Nov. 25, 1736; m. July 19, 1757, Benjamin Davis. 

9. JACOB4 BENTON (Samuel,3 Andrew,2 John1) lived in Hartford, where 
he joined the Second Church, June 23, 1723. He removed to Har
winton, Conn., in 1736, and the first town meeting was held at his 
house, Dec. 20, 1737. He was the first town clerk, a deacon in the 
church, and several times a selectman. He married first, June 6, 
1724, Abigail, daughter of Joshua and Mary Carter, who died Sept. 
27, 1725; and married second, Apr. 4, 1728, Elizabeth, daughter 
of Barnabas and l\Iartha Hinsdale of Hartford, who was born Jan. 
9, 1703, He died Nov. 23, 1761. 

Child by first wife, born in Hartford : 
i. ABIGAIL,' b. Sept. 18, bapt. Sept. 19, 1725; d. Mar. 4, 1764; m. 

Timothy Dodd, who was bapt. Aug. 17, 1724, and d. Feb. 21, 1774. 

Children by second wife, all, except tlre last, born in Hartford: 
ii. JACOB, b. Jan. 2, bapt. Jan. 12, 1729; m. Hannah Slade of Harwinton, 

Conn., d. Jan. 13, 1807, at Alstead, N. H. 
iii. PHINEAS, b. Jan. 10, bapt. Jan. 17, 1731; d. Aug. 16, 1739. 
iv. AMOS, b. Nov. 10, bapt. Nov. 12, 1732. 
v. BARNABAS, bapt. Jan. 3, 1735. 
vi. ELIZABETH, bapt. June 17, 1738; d. Aug. 16, 1749. 

10. lsAAC4 BENTON (Joseph,3 Andrew,2 John1
), who lived in Hartford, 

Tolland, Kent, and Salisbury, Conn., married Mar. 16, 1730, Ruth 
Norton of Edgartown, Mass, He was in Tolland, as early as 1716, 
removed from there to Kent in 17 43, where he and his wife joined 
the church, l\far. 14, 17 44, and from there went to Salisbury in 
1746. He became a freeman April 8, 1751; was a sealer of 
weights and measures in 17 53 and '55 ; a tither in 17 54; and a 
lister and grand-juror in 1756. His gravestone in the Old Ceme
tery at Salisbury is inscribed: "Here Lies Interred The, Body of 
l\Ir Ifsaac Benton He Died September 17th A.D. 17 57 [ re 54 ]." 
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His son Isaac was executor of his will, and his estate of seventy
nine acres in the southwest corner of the town, near Ore Hill, and 
personal property of £43-19-8, was distributed, Aug. 16, 1760, to 
his widow, Ruth, and his eight surviving children. 

Children, except the last three, born in Tolland : 
i. SARAH/ b. June 14, 1731; m. John Towsley. 

20. ii. lsA-Ae, b. Nov. 13, 1732. 
21. iii. DAVID, b. Jan. 23, 1734. 
22. iv. STEPH}!:N, b. July 10, 1737. 

v. JOSEPH, b. Sept. 3, 1740; d. about 1761 or '62. 
23. vi. NATH.A.."I', b. Feb. 28, 1743. 
24. vii. LEVI, b. Mar. 20, 1746, in Kent, Conn. 

viii. RUTH, b. July 23, 1748, "in Oblong." 
ix. JEWEL, b. Aug. 9, 1752; d. June 3, 1753. 

11. CAPT. JEHIEL4 BENTON (Joseph,8 Andrew,2 John1) was a child when 
his father removed from Hartford to Tolland, Conn., in 1716. He 
married, Oct., 1731, Sarah Berry of Tolland, and removed to Kent, 
Conn., in 1742, where he and his wife joined the church, July 18, 
1742. They both died in Kent, she, Sept. 16, 1784, "re 78," and 
he, Oct. 30, 1789, "re 79." Their gravestones are in Good Hill 
Cemetery, near Kent. 

Children, all, except the last, born in Tolland : 
i. JOSEPH/ b. Dec. 15, 1732; d. July 8, 1736. 
ii. Mmu.M, b. July 8, 1734. 
iii. KJ£ZIAH, b. Mar. 25, 1736. 
iv. NATHA."l'IEL, b. Apr. 17, 1741. 
v. Amrn, b. July 23, 1747. 

12. JONATHAN5 BENTON (Samuel,4 Samuel,8 Andrew,2 John1 ) lived and 
died in Tolland, Conn., where he married, Apr. 26, 1730, Martha 
Skinner. 

Children: 
i. MEDAD, 6 b. Mar. 19, 1733. 
ii. GIDEOS, b. Apr. 19, 1735; d. May 26, 1741, "killed by falling into a 

water trough and being carried under a water wheel at iron works." 
iii. SARAH, b. Mar. 29, 1737. 
iv. EXPERIENCE, b. June 12, 1739. 
v. MARY, b. Sept. 4, 1741. 

13. TIMOTHY" BENTON (Samuel,4 Samuel,8 Andrew,'J John1
) lived and 

died in Tolland, Conn., where he married, June 29, 1738, Abigail 
Scott. 

Children: 
i. ABIGAIL, 8 b. Nov. 1, 1740. 
ii. ELASOR, b. Aug. 12, 1742. 
iii, MEHETABEL, b. Apr. 21, 1745. 
iv. ELIZABETH, b. Feb. 21, 1747. 
v. PRUDESCE, b. Mar. 12, 1749. 
vi. HULDA, b. July 15, 1751. 
vii. JERUSHA, b. Mar. 22, 1753. 
viii. TIMOTHY, b. Aug. 2, 1755; a Revolutionary soldier; m. Nov. 9, 1780, 

Sarah, dau. of Joseph ,vest; "an educated man, a schoolmaster 
and captain of artillery." 

ix. EUNICE, b. June 18, 1757, 

14. SAMUEL5 BENTON (Samuel,4 Samuel,8 Andrew,2 Jolm1
) lived in Tol

land, Conn. He married, Dec. 22, 17 43, Jane Bradley. 
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Children: 
i. ELISHA,6 b. Dec. 26, 1744. 
ii. JONATHAN, b. Sept. 9, 1746; pensioned in 1832 as a Revolutionary 

soldier; " saw the battle of Bunker Hill from Roxbury st., Boston." 
25. iii. OzIAs, b. Feb. 25, 1748. 

iv. THANKFUL, b. Apr., d. Nov., 1751, "being burned in house." 
V, THANKFUL, b. Aug. 22, 1752, 
vi. DOROTHY, b. Feb. 23, 1755. 
vii. SAMUEL, b. Ma:f9, 1757; a Revolutionary soldier.
viii. ZAD0C, b. Mar. 7, 1761; a Revolutionary soldier. 
ix. SARAH, b. Dec. 21, 1764. 
x. J.woB, b. Sept. 30, 1768. 

15. CALEB5 BENTON ( Oakb,~ Samuel,• Andrew,2 John1) lived in Hart
ford, Conn., and later in Sandisfield, Mass., where he died in 1783, 
leaving a will dated July 23, 1777, but disproved June 3, 1783, as 
it had only two witnesses. He married Lydia ---, who sur
vived him and married second, John Landon. (Berkshire Oo. Pro
bate Records, Pittsfield, Mass.) 

16. 

Children named in will: 
I 

i. CALEB, 6 a Revolutionary soldier from Canaan, Conn. ; "went south
ward with La Fayette in 1781"; d. Dec. 26, 1781. 

ii. LYDIA, "oldest daughter"; executrix of her father's will. 
iii. EZEKIEL, "oldest son" surviving. 
iv. HANNAH, m. --Manly. 
v. DANIEL, b. Aug. 5, 1773; m. 1793, Rhoda --; d. May 24, 1825. 
vi. l\LIBTHA, m. -- Dickinson. 
vii. M.IBY, m. -- Reed. 

A.BRAHAlI5 BENTON ( Oaleb,4 Samuel,• Andrew, 2 John1) lived in 
Hartford, Conn., and later in Sandisfield, Mass., where he married, 
l\Iay 14, 1759, Martha Cook, "the first marriage in the county." 

Children: 
i. - ABRAHAM,' b. June 10, 1760; d. young. 
ii. MARTHA, b. Apr. 15, 1763; d. young. 
iii. JOSEPH, b. Dec. 12, 1764; d. young. 
iv. ABRAHAM, b. Feb. 25, 1766. 
V, JOSEPH, b. Apr. 12, 1767. 
vi. ELI.TAB, b. June 13, 1769. 
vii. ISAAC, b. Jan. 6, 1773. 
viii. MELTIAH, b. June 5, 1775. 
ix. Sn:PHEN, b. Sept. 11, 1777. 
x. SA:\IUEL, b. June 13, 1779; d. young. 
xi. MARTHA, b. Oct. 18, 1782. 
xii. SAMUEL, b. Mar. 1, 1785. 

17. DANIEL5 BENTON (Daniel,4 Samuel,3 Andrew,2 John1) lived and died 
in Tolland, Conn., where he married, Nov. 3, 1747, Mary Wheeler. 

Children: 
i. ELISHA,6 b. Aug. 9, 1748; a Revolutionary soldier. 
ii. MARY, b. Aug. 31, 1750. 

26. iii. DA:SIEL, b. Apr. 29, 1752. 
iv. AzARIAH, b. Mar. 29, 1754; a Revolutionary soldier; "died in prison 

ship, Long Island Sound, Dec. 29, 1776." 
v. HANNAH, b. May 3, 1756; d. Oct. 18, 1757. 
vi. HANNAH, b. Feb. 18, 1758. 

27. vii. JACOB, b. Apr. 22, 1760: d. 1843; was & Revolutionary soldier. 
viii. NATHAN, b. May 3, 1764. 
ix. SILAS, b. June 6, 1766. 



18. WILLIAM& BENTON (Daniel,4 Samuel,'& .A.ndrew,2 John1
) lived in Tol

land, Conn., and married, Dec. 14, 17 50, Sarah Burroughs. He was 
a soldier in the French and Indian War, and " died at Oswego, N. 
Y., 1760." 

Children: 
i. SARAH,6 b. Mar. 17, 1751. 
ii. ••A:-so~;"-b~and d. i\fay 5, 1753. 
iii. JOHN, b. Mar. 2, 1754. 
iv. RUTH, b. Dec. 3, 1756. 
V, ABIGAIL, b. Oct. 22, 1759. 

19. ELIJAH6 BENTON (Daniel,4 Samuel,8 .A.ndrew,2 John1
) lived in Tol

land, Conn. He married, Apr. 25, 1751, :Mehetabel Chamberlain. 
Children: 

i. ABIJAH,6 b. Feb. 25, 1752. 
ii. LYDIA, b. June 6, 1753. 
iii. Lois, b. Apr. 4, 1755. 
iv. MEHETABEL, b. Aug. 14, 1756. 
v. ADONIRAM, b. Mar. 27, 1758; d. Oct. 29, 1760. 
vi. ELIJAH, b. Apr. 17, 1760; pensioned in 1818 as a Revolutionary sol

dier (5 ft. 9 in. high, blue eyes, light brown hair); m. at Stewarts
town, Coos Co., N. H., Oct. 20, 1793, Sally Bellingham; d. at 
Stewartstown, Aug. 14, 1841, his widow and seven children sur
viving. 

vii. ADONIRAM, b. 1763; pensioned in 1818 as a Revolutionary soldier; 
d. at Surrey, Cheshire Co., N. H., Aug. 29, 1842; m. (1) -- ; 
m. (2) at Surrey, N. H., June 5, 1816, Betsey Griffin, who was b. 
in 1770. Children by first wife, born prior to Jan. 1, 1794: 1. 
Sarah. 2. Hiram. 3. Fmnklin. 4. Ruth. 

20. IsAAC0 BENTON (Isaac,4 Joseph,8 .A.ndrew,2 John1 ) lived in Salisbury, 
Sharon, and Canaan, Conn. He married, at Sharon, Conn., Oct. 
30, 17 55, Jemima, daughter of Ezra and Anne (St.John) St. John, 
who was born Aug. 4, and baptized Sept. 9, 1739, at Wilton, Conn. 
He died "suddenly," Jan., 1812, "i£ 79" (Salisbury Church Rec
ords). 

Children: 
i. ANNA, 6 b. Sept. 14, 1756. 

28. ii. ISAAC, b. Dec. 28, 1758; m. Annar Allen. 
iii. MARY, m. James Gates; d. Dec. 1, 1782, at Salisbury, Conn. 
iv. EZRA, m. Apr. 4, 1792, Phebe White of Sharon, Conn. 
v. JAMES, b. about 1768; d. at Salisbury, Conn., Jan. 22, 1849; m. (1) 

Mary Chapman, who was b. in 1769, and d. Feb. 20, 1800, "in the 
31st year of her age"; m. (2) Dec. 2, 1800, J erusha Bushnell, widow 
of R. W. Lee, who was b. Oct. 19, 1766, and d. May 15, 1850, aged 
83 yrs., at Salisbury, Conn. 

21. DAvrn6 BENTON (Isaac,4 Joseph,' .A.ndrew,2 John1) was twelve years 
old when his father removed from Tolland and Kent to Salisbury, 
Conn. He was admitted a freeman, Apr. 11, 1763. From 1746 
until 1777 his home was in the southwest corner of the town of 
Salisbury. In Feb. of the latter year he leased for fifty years a 
lot of ground, adjacent to the village, supposed to contain a sulphur 
mine, for one-fifth of the product, without cost to him; and dis
posed of his farm of 106 acres, leasing for 960 years the 55 acres 
"formerly laid out for parsonage lands," and "selling forever " the 
other 51 acres. In June, 1777, he bought land in and removed to 
Sheffield, Mass. His gravestone, in a family burying ground, a 
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half-mile from the state line, reads: "IN memory of Mr David 
Benton who died August 6th 1797 in the 63d year of his age." His 
will, dated July 14, probated Sept. 5, 1797, makes his sons Caleb 
and Stephen executors, and divides two-thirds of his estate equally 
among his seven surviving children, giving one-third to his wife 
Sarah. The surname of his wife, to whom .he was married p_robably 
in 17 58, has not been ascertained. The births of their children 
appear in Salisbury town records. 

Children: 
i. CALEB,6 b. Jan. 2, 1759; d. at Catskill, N, Y., July 28, 1825. 
ii. LYDIA, b. Mar. 26, 1761; m. Samuel Taylor; removed to Palatine 

District, Montgomery Co., N. Y., prior to her father's death, 
29. iii. DAVID, b. Dec. 2, 1763. 

iv. MARY, b. Nov. 9, 1765; unmarried at time of her father's death. 
v. SARAH, b. Mar. 22, 1768; d. Apr. 4, 1772. 
vi. STEPHEN, b. July 22, 1770; became owner of the homestead, which 

he sold June 13, 1803, and removed to Montgomery Co., N. Y.; 
a captain iu N. Y. State Militia. 

vii. SARAH, b. Apr. 30, 1773; unmarried at time of her father's death. 
viii. RUTH, b. Feb. 29, 1776; m. -- Plumb, prior to her father's 

death. 

22. STEPHEN° BENTON (Isaac,4 Joseph,8 .Andrew,2 John1
), a Revolution

ary soldier, married, May 4, 1759, Prudence Reynolds" of Oblong," 
who was born at Westerfield, Conn., in 17 40. He died Nov. 10, 
1820, in Richmond, Mass. 

Children: 
i. LYDIA, 6 b. June 19, 1760. (Salisbury records.) 
ii. JosEPH, b. July 23, 1762. (Salisbury records.) 
iii. PRUDENCE, b. June 9, 1764. (Salisbury records.) 
iv. STEPHEN, b.-Sept. 9, 1.766. 
v. SusA."'1, b. Dec. 31, 1768. 
vi. RUTH, b. Apr. 2-1, 1771. 
vii. ELIZABETH, b. Sept. 4, 1773. 
viii. ZILPA, b. Jan. 31, 1778. 
ix. DARIUS, b. Oct. 31, 1781, in Richmond, Mass.; d. Dec. 13, 1827; m. 

Oct. I, 1811, Fanny Fowler, who was b. Mar. 19, 1782, at Guilford, 
Conn., and d. Apr. 16, 1862. 

x. POLLY, b. June 1, 1784. 

23. NATHAN" BENTON (Isaac,4 Joseph,8 .Andrew,2 John1) was "accepted 
as a freeman" at Salisbury, Conn., Apr. 9, 1770. He married Es
ther---. 

Children, on Salisbury records : 
i. ESTHER,' b. Nov. 13, 1766. 
ii. · BETTY, b. Dec. 22, 1768. 
iii. Lucy, b. Feb. 9, 1771. 
iv. ANNA, b. Aug. 9, 1773. 
v. NATHAN, b. Apr. 13, 1776. 

24. LEv1• BENTON ( Isaac,4 Joseph,8 .Andrew,' John1) was "accepted 
as a freeman" at Salisbury, Conn., Sept. 19, 1775. He removed 
to Sheffield, Mass., in 1777, and to Canaan, Conn., in 1780; and 
was a first settler of Yates Co., N. Y., in 1789, its town of Benton 
being named in his honor. In 1816, he and his wife removed to 
Franklin Co., Ind., where they died at "an advanced age." He 
married, Oct. 30, 1769, Mary, daughter of Abner and Hannah 
(Dyer) Woodworth of Salisbury, Conn. 
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Children, the first three on Salisbury records : 
i. MARY,6 b. July 14, 1770; m. (1) in 1791 (the first marriage in Yates 

Co.), Ezekiel Crocker; m. (2) Ezra Reed. 
ii. OLIVE, b. Jan. 29, 1772; m. Feb. 2, 1792, Thomas Barden. 
Iii. LEVI, b. Feb. 26, 1774; m. Jan. 24, 1796, Nancy, dau. of James 

Parker. 
iv. LUTHER, b. 1776; d. May 23, 1803, "lost at sea." 

. v •. IlANNAH,.b •. 177.8.;.d. Sep.t.17,,1780 •. 
vi. CALVIN, b. 1781; d. July 24, 1856; m. Lois Barden. 
vii. JOSEPH, b. June 27, 1783; m. in 1807, Aney Reynolds; lived in 

Franklin Co., Ind.; d. June 9, 1872. 
viii. NANCY, b. 1785; m. (1) John Riggs; m. (2) Ezra Rice. 
ix. HANNAH, b. 1788; m. Robert Havens. 
x. RUBY, b. July 30, 1796; d. July 26, 1817; m. Dr. Erastus Webb. 

25. Ozu.s6 BENTON (Samuel,6 &muel,4 Samuel,8 Andrew,2 John1) lived 
in Tolland, Conn. He married, Nov. 19, 1772, Sarah Day of 
Ellington, Conn., who died Mar. 24, 1816. He died Mar. 21, 1816. 
"The father, mother and four sons died in a few days of each other 
of an epidemic called by the physicians congestive pneumonia." 

Children: 
i. SoLOMON,7 b. May 1, 1775. 
ii. ADONIJAH, b. May 25, 1777; d. Mar. 24, 1816; m. Nov., 1803, Ann 

Post of Tolland. 
iii. Ozus, b. Jan. I, 1781; d. Mar. 26, 1816. 
iv. IRA, b. Sept. 16, 1783. 
v. ALVIN, b. May 21, 1786; m. Mar. 24, 1813, Ruth Kingsbury. 
vi. ALFRED, b. Jan. 6, 1789. 
vii. BENJAMIN, b. June 14, 1791; d. Mar. 21, 1816. 
viii. LEVI, b. Feb. 6, 1794. 

26. DANIEL6 BENTON (IJaniel,6 Daniel,'. Samuel,8 Andrew,2 John1 ) lived 
in Tolland, Conn. He married, Feb. 18, 1779, Betty Richards. 

Children, on Tolland records : 
i. ELISill,7 b. May 20, 1780. 
ii. BETTY, b. Mar. 20, 1782. 
iii. EL'NICE, b. July 23, 1784. 
iv. AGNES, b. Feb. 12, 1787. 
v. PHEBE, b. Aug. 12, 1791. 

27. JACOB6 BENTON (JJaniel, 5 Daniel,4 Samuel,8 Andrew,2 John1) was 
pensioned in 1818 as a Revolutionary soldier, having had four 
years service, and was at Burgoyne's surrender, Oct., 1777. The 
witnes8es in his pension papers say : "A man of veracity, a fine, 
honorable, honest man." He lived all his life in Tolland, Conn. He 
married first, Mar. 14, 1782, Sarah Weston of Willington, Conn., 
who died Sept. 23, 1787; and married second, July 1, 1789, Sarah 
Ladd of Tolland, who survived him. He died July 9, 1843. 

Children by first wife : 
i. A:NN,7 b. Feb. 1, 1783. 
ii. WILLIAM, b. Aug. 29, 1785. 

Children by second wife : 
iii. AZARIAH, b. June 8, 1790. 
iv. RUTH, b. Dec. 8, 1791. 
v. DANIEL, b. May 3, 1794. 
vi. SUSALLA, b. Feb. 19, 1796. 
vii. CHESTER, b. Feb. 5, 1798. 
viii. JACOB, b. June 1, 1802. 
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28. IsAAC6 BENTON (Isaac,5 Isaac,4 Joseph,8 .Andrew,2 Jokn1) was born 
Dec. 28, 1758, in Salisbury, Conn., and died in Steuben, Oneida 
Co., N. Y. His occupation, as indicated, was probably that of his 
father, who is mentioned. as "a very ingenious mechanic and mill
right," in allusion to his constructing at Canaan, Conn., during the 
Revolutionary war, "a slitting mill " for the manufacture of nail 
rods. -( Litchfield Oo. OentennialOelebrati,m, 1851,) He married 
Annar Allen. The pension papers of her brother Gideon Allen, a 
Revolutionary soldier, show that his father removed in 17 50 from 
East Haven, Conn., to Woodbury, from which he afterward re
moved to Salisbury and thence to N. Y. She died. near Brighton, 
Canada, about 1846. 

Children: 
i. ANNA,7 m. Reuben Myers; d. in Oneida Co., N. Y. 
ii. AURELIA, d. young. 
iii. CLARISSA, m. Peter Crouter, who removed from New York, and d. 

near Brighton, Canada. 
iv. HEMAN, d. in Greem·ille, N. Y., aged 21 yrs. 
v. ISAAC, m. Olive Crouter; d. at Gooderich, Canada. 
vi. ALLEN, b. June 9, 1792, at Greenville, N. Y.; m. 22 July, 1819, Debo

rah, b. Feb. 1, 1798, at East Haddam, Conn., d. Aug. 23, 1867, at 
Cato, N. Y., dau. of Abraham Willey, a Revolutionary soldier; 
was a physician; d. at Cato, Cayuga Co., N. Y., Sept. 12, 1879. 

29. DAvrn6 BENTON (.Dai·id, 5 Isaac,4 Joseph,8 .Andrew,2 Jokn1) at the 
age of thirteen years, in 1777, removed with his father from Salis
bury, Conn., to Sheffield, Mass., and in Feb., 1788, bought land 
adjoining his father's. In 1789 he removed with his brother Caleb 
and his uncle Levi Benton to New York, and was a first settler of 
the present town of Seneca, Ontario Co., as was his uncle Levi, a 
first settler of the adjoning town of Benton .,in Yates Co. In May, 
1819, he removed to Brownstown, Jackson Co., Ind. In 1832 
he was pensioned as a Revolutionary soldier, having served from 
July to Nov., 1780, in Capt. 1Varner's company of Col. John 
Brown's regiment, from Berkshire Co., Mass. He was present at 
an engagement with Tories and Indians under Sir John Johnson, 
Oct. 19, near Fort Plank, Montgomery Co., N. Y., in which Col. 
Brown and about forty of the command were killed. Shortly there
after the regiment returned home and was disbanded. In July, 
1781, he enlisted at New London, Conn., as a marine on the Brig 
llavori'.te of 16 guns, and when at sea about twelve days it captured 
a brig with a cargo of wine, bound from Madeira to New York, and 
he and others were put on board the prize, but before reaching port, 
it was recaptured by the British Frigate Alpheus, and "all kept at 
sea 30 days as prisoners," during which the British and French 
fleets "had the battle [Sept. 5. J off the capes of Virginia." After 
this, they were taken to New York and confined in the prison ship 
Jersey till exchanged in Jan., 1782. His headstone in Fairview 
Cemetery, at Brownstown, is inscribed: "IN memory of DAVID 
BEXTON who died l\Iarch th• 7t1, 1845. aged 82 years." He married 
first, Mar. 17, 1784, Sarah, born June 9, 1765, at Salisbury, Conn., 
died Nov. 25, 1825, at Bath, N. Y., daughter of Benjamin and Sarah 
(Stewart) Bingham; and married second, Oct. 17, 1826, Thankful 
(Reynolds) McKane, who was born Jan. 6, 1796, and died in 1874, 
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at Hamilton, Ohio. His family Bible, printed in Cambridge, 
England, in 1769, shows the following children. 

30. i. 
31. ii. 
32. iii, 

Children by first wife, born in Ontario Co., N. Y.: 
HENRY,7 b. Dec. 20, 1784; d. May 23, 1872. 
GEORGE, b. Dec. 29, 1786; d. Feb. 15, 1859. 
SARAH, b. Nov. 27, 1790; d. Sept. 7, 1876. 

33. iv. 
,14,"··V. - · 

MARY, b. Nov. 5, 1795; d. Mar. 7, 1883. 
-WA:LTERib,May'i, U99r!f.°Apr."3, IS9o. 
WILLIAM DAVID, b. July 9, 1803; d. July 17, 1893. 35. vi. 

36. vii. NORMAN, b. Mar. 5, 1807; d. Jan. 13, 1875. 
(Died in infancy: viii. ANTHONY, b. Apr. 6, 1805. ix. AN!'<, b. 

Sept. 28, 1809. x. THOMAS, b. July-, 1813. xi. EDWARD, b. 
June 18, 1815.) 

Child by second wife : 
xii. ELIZABETH, born Jan. 18, 1828, in Brownstown, Ind.; died Oct. 28, 

1880; married, Feb. 13, 1848, John Q. A. McPherson, born 1824; 
died Aug. 13, 1863, at Courtland, Ind. Children: 1, Jannet, b. 
Feb. 21, 1849. 2, Nary V., b. July 2, 1850. 3. Joseph .Angus, 
b. July 24, 1852. 4. Laura, b. Feb. 17, 1856. 5. Hetty, and 6. Eva 
(twins), b. Feb. 19, 1861. 

30. HENRY7 BENTON (David,6 David,• Isaac,4 Joseph,8 Andrew/ Jolmi), 
born Dec. 20, 1784, in Berkshire Co., l\Iass. ; died May 23, 1872, 
at Waterville, Pepin Co., Wis., whither he removed from Browns
town, Ind., in 1857. His occupation was that of farmer and cabi
net maker; and in religion he was a staunch Presbyterian. He 
was thrice married; first, Feb. 5, 1807, to Betsey 1Vooley, the date 
of her death not given; second, Apr. 9, l812, to Hannah Dicken
son, who died in Brownstown, May 14, 1825; third, Apr. 10, 1830, 
to Sarah Hoyt Rose, who was born in Saratoga Co., N. Y., Feb. 
14, l&H', and died at Waterville, Wis., Dec. 27, 1870. Her mai
den name was Heacock. A daught#'lr, Malvina Rose, by lier former 
husband, marrit!d Harrison Durham, and died near Brownstown, 
Apr. 18, 1855. 

Only child by first wife : 
i. SALLY, 8 b. Dec. 17, 1807; m. William Woodward, at Bath, N. Y., 

and had three sons, some of whom, or their descendants, were 
!i,·ing, a few years ago, at Oshkosh, Wis. 

Children by second wife, born in New York, except last two, 
who were born in Indiana : 

ii. LEWIS D., b. l\Iar. 24, 1813; m. Emily Hatch; d. Oct. 14, 1881, at 
Hornellsville, Steuben Co., N. Y., where he was known as 
'' Colonel," and '' for thirty years was one of its most prominent 
citizens." A son, Daniel Lewis, b. Oct. 16, 1848, d. there, June 
15, 1894. "An honored, able, upright and learned member" of 
the legal profession. He left a widow, i\Irs. Louisa A. Benton, 
and a daughter, Mrs. Hattie B. Madison, who was living in 1901 
at Spokane, Wash. 

iii. Momus W., b. Dec. 22, 1814. Abont 1831 .he remo,·ed from Bath 
:N. Y., to Brownstown, Ind., and in 1888 to l(laho, where he d. 
Sept. 7, 189H, in the home of his son Joel H. Benton at Lewititon. 
He was a tailor by trade, but in Sept., 1839, he entered the minis
try of the ::\fethodist Episcopal Church, in which he continued 
until failing health compelled his retirement. His first church 
appointment was at Brownstown. He was m. Aug. 17, 1841, near 
Paoli, Incl., to Priscilla A., dau. of John C. Kearby. She cl. in 
1870. Children born nesr Paoli, except the last, who was born in 
l\Ionrovia, Incl.; Helen N.., b. Oct. 4, 1842; 111. Apr. 2G, 1870, Dr. 
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David B. Johnson. 2. ~lfary S., b. Feb. 20, 1844; m. Dec. 24, 
1862, Sylvester Johnson. 3. Georgia .A., b. Oct. 4, 1846; m. (1) 
June, 1865, Milton Carter, who d. in 1870; m. (2) Mar. 20, 1880, 
Edson D. Briggs. 4. Joel H., b. Mar. 22, 1849; m. Feb. 4, 1872, 
Lida A. Jones. 5. Sally .A., b. Oct. 24, 1852; m. Oct. 17, 1872, 
William F. Kettenbach, who d. in 1892. She d. in Mar., 1897. 
6. T. Annie, b. Ang. 21, 1854. 7. Lewis D., b. Sept. 5, 1857. 8. 
Lillie M., b. July 10, 1860. 

iv. GEORGE, b. Sept. 18, 1817; d. in Mooresville, Ind., Aug. 6, 1870. 
"One of tlie best men she ever knew," writes his niece, Mrs. 
Helen M. Johnson. 

v. MARY CATHERDTE, b. Nov. 27, 1821; d. Oct. 26, 1868; m. Richard 
Johnson, at Brownstown, Ind. Children, born in Mooresville, 
Ind.: I. Mary E., who m. John H. Dicken. 2. George Benton. 
Both living in Wabash, Indiana. 

vi. WILLI.Ur RUGGLES, b. Feb. 24, 1825; d. in May, 1850, in Moores
ville, Ind. He was a soldier from Iowa in the war with Mexico. 
"A noble young man," writes the same niece; and so say I, who 
knew him well. 

Children by third wife, born in Brownstown, Ind. : 
vii. WALTER H., b. Feb. 10, 1831; d. Nov. 15, 1832. 
viii. SoLO)ION ,v., b. Apr. 10, 1833; d. Sept. 15, 1901, near Durand, 

Pepin Co., Wis. He was pensioned as a soldier of the war of 
1861-5. Hem. June 30, 1869, Malvina S. Carrington. Children: 
1. Clayton J., b. Mar. 1870; d. young. 2. Lewis E., b. Mar. 2, 
!Sil. 3. Cctrley E., b. July 5, 1873. 4. Hetty M., b. July 15, 
1875. 5. Harry B., b. Dec. 4, 1877. 6. J. D. Benton, b. Sept. 30, 
18i9. 7. C-:-race, b. Jan. 8, 1883. 8. M. S. Benton, b. Mar. 25, 
1888. 

ix. HE:\"RY, b. Jan. 25, 1835; ct. Oct. 10, 1873, at Bangor, Van Buren 
Co., Mich. Married (1) Aug. 9, 1855, near Brownstown, Ind., 
Eliza, dau. of Frederick Barkman. Only child, Oscar i, m. a dau
of Henry Newhouse, by whom, a son Oscar ii, lives near Browns
town. Married (2) Feb. 15, 1860, Flora De Haven, in Van Buren 
Co., Mich. Her residence, Bangor, Mich. Children: 1 . .Ansley, 
b. Jan. 29, 1861; d. Mar. 5, 1885. 2. Charles S., b. Oct. l, 1862; 
Res., Chippewa Falls,• Wis. 3. Blanche, b. Oct. 31, 1868; m. 
July 7, 1892, William S. Heller. Children: Wllson B., b. Aug. l, 
1893. Benton McA.,-b. July 20, 1899. Res., Omaha, Neb. 4. Le 
Roy, b. Oct. 21, 1871. Res., Chippawa Falls, Wis. 

x. HETTY C., b. Sept. 5. 1837; m. May 31, 1854, at Brownstown, Ind., 
John H. l\foAlvin of Lowell, Mass., who d. Nov. 4, 1892, fo. Oma
ha, Neb. Res., Lewiston, Idaho. 

31. GEORGE; BENTON ( David,6 David,5 lsaac,4 Joseph,8 Andrew,2 John1), 

born Dec. 2!l, 1786, in Berkshire Co., Mass. Lived the greater 
part of his life in Lyons, ,v ayne Co., N. Y., where he died Feb. 
15, 1859. His occupation was farmer and hotel keeper. He 
married Susan Ann ----, who was born in 1789, and died in 
1852. Both of them, and their daughter Caroline S., are buried 
in the South Cemetery at Lyons. 

Children, born in Lyons: 
i. D_\YID,8 d. in 1848, at Homer, Mich.; m. Mary Ann Thornton. 

Children: 1. James IV., lived (1898) at Walworth, Wayne Co., 
N. Y. 2. Henry P., lived (1898) at Pultneyville, in the same 
county; served 2 years in the war of 1861-5. 3. George H., lived 
(1898) in Red Wing, lllinn.; served 4 years in t.he war of 1861-5; 
was a 1st Lieut. in the 98th N. Y. Vols, from Dec., 1864, to Aug., 
18G5. 4. David, d. in Rebel prison at Andersonville, Ga., or 
Florence, S. C. 5. Charles, d. in infancy. 

ii. GEORGE w., d. at Lyons, N. Y., about 185i, unmarried. 
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iii. Sus.L--;, m. a Mr. Hoffman, and d. in Brooklyn, N. Y., leaving 2 sons 
and 2 daughters. 1. Susan. 2. Helen. 

iv. MA.RY Jn"E, m. (1) Dr. -- Patterson; m. (2) Robert Ennis. She 
d. at Lyons, N. Y. 

v. CAROLI:S-E SusAN, never married. She d. Dec. 23, 1881, while on a 
visit at Hastings, Mich. The remains were brought to Lyons for 
burial. Charles F. Ennis, Esq., of Lyons, a grandson of the 
above, says in a letter, :Feb., 1898, "She is said to have been a 
charming woman. I am glad to have been related to the Ben tons 

- ~. e~e!l .!>Y IllatTia~e." 

32. 8ARAH7 BENTON (David,6 David,5 Isaac/ Joseph,8 Andrew,2 John1) 

was born, Nov. '27, 1790, in Seneca, Ontario Co., N. Y. ; died Sept. 
7, 1876, in Bath, N. Y. She was married Sept. 28, 1814, at the 
place of her birth, to Moses H., son of Moses and Elizabeth (Annett) 
Lyon, who was born in Essex Co., N. J., Nov. 18, 1789, and died in 
Bath, N. Y., Apr. 21, 1863. He was an enterprising, energetic busi
ness man, extensively engaged in farming and trading in connection 
with a large harness and saddlery establishment-in all of which he 
was greatly prospered. None in the community, where the greater 
part of his useful life was spent, was more highly esteemed for public 
spirit, probity of character and for public and private benificence 
than was he. A score of letters written by him to our father be
tween the years 1821 and 1832, and recently transmitted to his 
granddaughter, Miss Harriet N. Lyon, bear ample testimony to his 
noble and generous nature, which found equal pleasure in acquiring 
and bestowing. His life was a benefaction to others as well as to 
his own family. ,v e retain a distinct recollection of a visit that he 
and his wife, and their son Robert, made to Brownstown, in the 
summer of 1841, and how he impressed its citizens with his genial 
ways and business habits.--J. H.B. 

Children, born in Bath : 
i. W1LLI.n1 B.8 , b. Feb. 1, 1817; ct. June 1, 1835. 
ii. DAVID W., b. May 11, 1821; ct. Nov. 23, 1893, in Cohocton. N. Y.; 

m. Sept. 22, 1846, Ropey Fry, of Uniontown, Pa., b. l\Iay 26, 1820; 
ct. Jan. 27, 1897. Children. 1. Louise, 9 b. Mar. 13, 1849; m. 
:.\far, 13, 18i3, Winfield S. Shardlow, b. Mar. lu, 18Jl. Res., 
Montevideo, Minn. 2. Ella, b. Feb. 2, 1852; m. Nov. 9, 1871, 
Theodore R. Harris, b. July 27, 1842; d. Ang. 27, 1894. Res., 
Cohocton, N. Y. 3. Geo1·_qe B., b. Dec. 4, 1861; m. Nov. 5, 1890, 
Jennie Freeman, July 31, 1866. Res., Hammondsport, N. Y. 

iii. JA)1ES, b. May 7, 1828; m. (1) May 12, 1846, Harriet A., clau. of 
Hon. Reuben and Nancy (Whiting) Robie, b. Ang. 211, 1826; ct. 
Dec. 30, 1883; m. (2), Oct. 21, 1885, Elizabeth Underwood, b. 
Aug. 3, 1839; d. Dec. 25, 1900. Res., Bath, N. Y. Children by 
first wife: 1. Sarah E., 9 b. Feb. 19, 1847; m. Jnne 11, 1879, John 
Davenport, b. May 10, 1835; ct. May 5, 1895. Res., Bath, N. Y. 
2. Reuben Robie, b. Mar. 2, 1857; m. Apr. 22, 1885, Emma L. 
Kemp, b. Sept. 25, 1859. Res., Bath, N. Y. 3. Harriet N., b. 
June 13, 1861. Res., Bath, N. Y. 

iv. Ronmn l\I., b. Dec. 2, 1825; cl. June 12, 1903, at Bath, N. Y.; m. 
May 20, 1851, Rebecca Brother, b. Apr. 2, 1830. Children: 1. 
.Anna P.,9 .b. July 8, 1852; m. June 9, 1880, Ca~in B. Obert, b. 
Jan. 25, 1847; ct. Dec. 22, 1905. Res., Clinton, Iowa. 2. Helen 
G., b. Feb. 8, 1854; m. I\lay 17, 1876, William S. Allen, b. ;'.lar. 9. 
1880; ct. Feb. 22, 1902. Res., Bayonne, N. J. 3. ~1Ioses H., b. 
Dec. 25, 1855. Res., Deadwood, S. D. 4. Henry B., b. Oct. 24, 
1860; d. Sept. 2, 1865. 5 . . Margaret S., b. Apr. 4, 18li-!, m. June 
28, 1888, Thomas C. Wellman, b. Oct. 5, 18Gl. Res., Bayonne, 
N. J. 
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His personal history is, in part, embodied in an obituary of his 
first wife, which appeared in a paper of their town, January 2, 
1884. The beautiful tribute to her memory, as well as to his 
worth, is given hereafter. The obituary is followed by those of 
his brothers, David W. and Robert M. Lyon. 

33. l\!ARY7 BEXTON (David,6 David,5 lsaac,4 Joseph. 3 .Andrew,2 John1) 

was born Kov. 5, 1795, in the town of Seneca, Ontario Co., X. Y., 
and died J'lla-r. 7-, 1883, in Bath, N. Y. She removed with her 
parents from N. Y., to Brownstown, Ind., in May, 1819, and t:iught 
a school there in that year. The most of her life was in Bath. 
She read extensively and possessed a retentive memory, and was a 
devout Presbyterian. She was married to Doctor William B. Rug
gles, in Brownstown, Aug. 12, 1819, by the Rev. Jesse Rowland, 
"l\I. l\I. E. Church." 

Their only child was: 
i. WILLIA)[ BEXJAllHX,8 who wash. in Bath, May 14, 1827, and died in 

Albany, N. Y., Feb. 1, 1892. He learned the trade of printer; 
graduated from Hamilton College, in 1849, with the highe!!t class 
honors. Soon thereafter he became editor of the Atlanta (Ga.) 
intelligencer; was an alderman of the city in 185!-5; disposed of 
the paper in 1857 and returned to New York, and studied law at 
Clinton, under Prof. Dwight of his alma mater; was admitted to 
practice in 1858, returnee! to his native village and speedily at
tained distinction in the legal profession. A democrat in politics, 
he represented his county in the Assembly of 1876, and subse
quently held several appointments in state offices-was deputy 
attorney general, superintendent of public instructions and deputy 
superintendent anrl legal adviser of the superintendent of insu
rance; and was a delegate to the convention of 1876, that nominated 
l\Ir. Tilden, of whom he was au ardent admirer and supporter. 
He married Caroline Barker and several children blessed their 
union; but Death's invasion, which included a newly graduated 
son with abundant prospect of a bright future, wrought depres
sion upon his body and spirits and hastened his end. 

34. WALTER7 BEXTON* ( David/ David,5 lsaac,4 Joseph, 3 Andrew,2 John1) 

was born in Ontario Co., N. Y., l\Iay 7, 1799, and died in Browns
town, Incl., April 3, 1890. He married (1) Jan. 9, 1821, in On
t:uio County, Elizabeth Coe, who was born in Essex Co., N. Y., 
Aug. 11, 1800, aud died in Brownstown, Sept. 18, 1823; married 
(2) l\Iar. 31, 1824, in Brownstown, Hetty (Vermilya) Banks,* who 
was born in Dutchess (now Putnam) Co., N. Y., l\Iay 1, 1805, and 
died in Brownstown, Nov. 6, 1875; married (3) Feb. 24, 1876, at 
Greenwood, Ind., l\Iary Jane ( Freeze) Daly, who was born in 
Coshocton Co., Ohio, Apr. 16, 1830, and died in Brownstown, Sept. 
2, 1887. His Bible, published in New York in 1818 and" Bought 
in the year of our Lord 18:20," shows the following children. 

Children by first wife: 
37. i. ALBERT,8 b. Jan. 21, 1822; cl. May 5, 1899. 

ii. MARY ELIZA, b. July 2, 1823; d. Nov. 12,.1823. 

Children by second wife : 
38. iii. GEORm: VERmLYA, b. Sept. 10, 1827; d. Sept. 29, 1875. 
39. iv. Jom, HoGAX, b. Jnne 10, 1829. 
40. v. PHEBE .-\xx, b. Mar. 20, 1831. 
41. vi. WALTER Bunn, b. Aug. 23, 1833; d. June 10, 1846. 

• See Sketch. 
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42. vii. CATHARINE, b. Aug. 26, 1835. 
43. viii. WILBUR CLARKE, b. Apr. 11, 1839. 
44. ix. ASBL'RY W,\TSOX, b. Mar. 8, 1841. 
45. x. CHARLES WESLEY, b. June 4, 1843. 
46. xi. EVALnm, b. July 12, 1846. 

35. ,VILLI.DI DAVID7 BEKTOX (Dai•id,6 David,5 Isaac,4 Joseph,8 .Andrew/ 
Jqh,n1 )~JJ2!!:l July 3, 1803, in Ontario Co., X. Y.; removed with 
his parents to Brownstown, Ind., in l\Iay, 1819, where he died, 
July 17, 1893, at the age of ninety years. Two weeks before his 
death his kindred and friends celebrated with him and his aged wife 
the seventieth anuiversary of their marriage. He followed his 
trade of sadler until the increase of years required its discontinu
ance. A quiet and peaceable disposition marked his tenor of life, 
and although sensitive to slight or imputation of a Jack of courage, 
I never knew of his having an enemy, nor heard a dishonorable act 
alleged against him. He had the respect of all who knew him. 
He married, July 4, 1823, l\Ialinda, daughter of Peter and Rosanna 
Johnson, who was born in Shelbyville, Ky., Jan. 10, 1806, and 
died July 16, 1897, in the ninety-second year of her age. (A twin 
sister, l\Irs. Lucinda Tuell, lived to the age of. ninety years and six 
months. They were accounted remarkably handsome women, and 
in girlhood were known as the "pretty twins"). 

Children, born in Brownstown : 
i. MosEs JoHxsox," b. Jau. 14, 1825-lives in Brownstown; m. Sarah 

(Wort) Ewing, b. in Aug., 1819; cl. July 13, 1898. 
ii. ADALL.'<E VEmULYA, b. June lii, 1830; m. James Johnson. Res., 

Columbus. Ind., and have several children. 
iii. JOSEPHINE BENEDICT, b. Jan. 25, 1842-lives in Brownstown; m. 

Warren W. Murphy, who d. in l\ledora, Ind., Ang. 29, 1897. Their 
only child died while young. 

iv. PETER McGUIRE, b. Dec. 17, 1844; d. Nov. 6, 1864. 
v. WILLI.AM ERAS'.IIUS, b. Oct. 7, 1846; d. Jan.7.1901; m. (1) Alma 

Cole of Seymour, Ind.-their daughter, 1. Jlrs. :1lfozetta Hayden, 
lives at Seattle, Washington; m. (2) Mand Slinkard of Vincen
nes, Ind.-2 .Maucl, an only child, lives at that place. 

36. NomrA:s7 BENTON (David,6 David,6 Isaac\ Joseph8, Andrew,2 John1) 

was born in Ontario Co., N. Y., Mar. 5, 1807, and died in Bath, 
N. Y., Jan. 13, 1875. He removed with his father's family to In
diaua in 1819, but returned to Bath, N. Y., in 1825, where he 
learned the trade of saddler and harness maker. In Oct., 1829, he 
returned to Indiana, and for several years, except while merchan
dising in 1831 and 1832 at Leesville, Ind., he followed his trade at 
Brownstown. In 1736 he returned to Bath, where the remainder 
of his life was spent. He married first, June 27, 1830, at Browns
town, Hannah "\Yright, who was born in ,vashington, Pa., in 1811 
and died in Keosaqua, Iowa, June 16, 1880; married (2), June 15, 
1842, Mary Diana Daniels, at Bath, N. Y., where she died April 
2, 1866. 

Children by first wife : 
i. SARAH ANN,8 b. Nov. 24, 1831, probably in Leesville, Incl. Res., 

Keosaqua, Iowa, where she was m. Dec. 10, 1849, to Dr. Joseph 
C. Knapp, b. June 27, 1813; d. Apr. 27, 1882. Children: 1. 1Keo, 
m. -- Stoddard, who d. July 25, 1897. 2. Io, who m. -
Hill. 3. Hannah Benton, whom. --Harris. 

ii. RACHEL REBECCA, b. 1833; d. in infancy. 
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iii. HARRIET JAXE, b. Jnne 6, 1836, probably in Brownstown. Res., 
Little Rock, Ark. She was m. in Kcosaqua, Iowa, Mar. 25, 1854, 
to Henry Clay Caldwell, now a judge of a U. S. District Court, 
who was b. in Marshal Co., Va., Nov. 4, 1832. Children: 1. Van. 
2. JIIargaret, who m. --Martin. 3. Cornelia Imogene. Four 
died in infancy. 

Children by secoria. ,vife : 
iv. MARY JANE, b. June 23, 1843; m. Oct. 9, 1861, Orson Higgins, a 

locomotive engineer, who was living in 1899, at Alta Loma, Gal
veston Co., Texas. 

v. NOR.)LI.N T., b. Dec. 17, 1847; ct. Jan. 25, 1883. 

37. ALBERT8 BENTON ( Walter,1 David,6 David,6 Isaac,4 Joseph,8 Andrew,' 
John 1) was born, Jan. 21, 1822; died May 5, 1899; married, Oct. 
2, 1842, Keziah Kirkpatrick, who was born in Trenton, N. J., 
July 28, 1823; died in Brownstown, Jan. 13, 1885. 

38. 

Children: 
i. SARAH MEHETABEL, b. Aug. 23, 1843; ct. Sept. 1, 1843. 
ii. MATILDA, b. Ang. 16, 1844; d, in Brownstown, Ill., Feb. 12, 1888. 

Shem. (1) Holmes W. Chadwick, by whom she had two sons. 
She was divorced from him on the ground of desertion, and m. 
(2) Isaac Smith, whose death preceded hers. 

iii. MARY CATHERINE, b. Feb. 17, 1846; m. Edward Gallagher by whom 
she had a dau. Maud. He deserted her. The mother and dau. 
were living in Chicago, Ill., when last heard from. 

GEORGE VERMILYA8 BENTON* ( Walter,7 David,6 David,' Isaac,4 
Joseph,3 Andrew,2 John1) was born, Sept. 10, 1827, and died at 
Rockford, Ind., Sept. 29, 18i5. He married, Oct. 3, 1850, in 
Brownstown, Ind., Lucy Shipp, daughter of Captain Lemuel and 
Hannah (Shipp) Ford, who was born in Charlestown, Ind., Sept. 
13, 1826, and died in Brownstown, Jan. 30, 1888. 

Children, born in Brownstown, Ind. : 
47. i. WALTER LE:\It:"EL1

9 b. JU:ile 6, 1852 . 
ii. 

48. iii. 
49. iv. 

v. 

.AN INFANT son, b. and d. Aug. 18, 1854. 
:MINNIE, b. Sept. 9, 1855; d. Dec. 30, 1905. 
CHARLES TINSLEY, b. July 17, 1858. 
FORD LYON, b. Apr. 14, 1861; m. May 11, 1883, in St. Paul, Minn., 

Georgiana, dau. of George ,v. and Rachel Swallow, who was b. 
July 3, 1860, in Brownsville, Union Co.t Ind. No children. Resi
dence, Muncie, Ind. 

vi. DUNHA~f, b. Jan. 16, 1863; d. Aug. 21, -1869. 
vii. A.N INFA..-;T dau., b. and d. July 13, 1867. 

39. JOHN HoGAN8 BENTON* ( Walter,7 David,6 David,6 lsaac,4 Joseph,3 
.Andrew,2 John1) born June 10, 1829, and named after the Rev. 
John Hogan, a Methodist preacher at Brownstown, Ind., in 1828 
and 1829. He married first, Apr. 24, 1851, at Venon, Ind., Mary, 
daughter oi the Rev. Thomas and Ruth (Wingate) Ray, who was 
born in Princeton, Ind., Apr. 24, 1833, and died at her home, 462 
0 Street, N. "\V., Washington, D. C., Tuesday evening, Apr. 16, 
1889; married second, Oct. 1, 1890, at Washington, D. C., l\Iaria 
Louisa, daughter of William A. and Catharine (Ferguson) Webster, 
who was born l\Iar. 22, 1854, at 742 N. J. Avenue, in Washington. 

Children by first wife, born in Brownstown, Ind., except John 
Ewing, who was born at 459 P Street, N. W.,-Washington: 

• See Sketch. 
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THmrAS RAY BENTON, 9 b. Aug. 8, 1852. 
EDWARD VERMILYA BENTON, b. Feb. 2, 1855; d. Sept. 28, 18!1-!. 
MARY PHEBE BENTON, b. Apr. 23, 1857; d. June 18, 1897. 
l\IARI.-1. TAN:N'ER BESTON, b. July 1, 1861. 
Jom, EWING BENTO::'-!, b. Oct. 31, 1867. 

Only child by second wife: 
vi. R.-1.Ll'H-1YEBSTER BENTON, b. Sunday, Oct. 30, 1892, at 462 O Street, 

N.W. 

40. PHEBE ANN 8 BENTON ( Walter,7 David/ David,5 Isaac,• Joseph,' 
.Andrew,2 Joh,, 1 

), named for her mother's oldest and youngest sis
ters, was born 1\Iar. 20, 1830; married first, June 5, 1851, 
George ,Y., son of Stephen and Margaret Cummins, who w:is born 
in Butler Co., Ohio, Mar. 12, 1829, and died at Indianapolis, Ind., 
:Feb. 29, 1864; married second, Apr. 4, 1865, Dr. Hamlin Smith, 
son of Rev. Giles C. and Mary J. Smith, who was born in Paoli, 
Orange Co., Ind., Apr. 15, 1838. Res., Brownstown, Ind. 

Children by first husband : 

i. HETTY MARGARET9 Cnnn.ss, b. July 5, 1852; rn. Jan. 9, 1871. James 
Henry Scott, b. in Belmont Co., Ohio, July 4, 1848. Children: 
1. Emma Alberta,'" h. Mar. 2, 18i3; m. Apt·. 30, 189-1, Frederick H. 
Cheyne. Their son, Tom Lutller,11 b. Oct. 20, IV0l, the first great 
grandchild of our sister Phebe. 2. John, b. Dec. 19, 1875. 3. Jfa
bel, b. Mar. l l, 1877; rn. Jan. 21, 1900, Charles H. Ilolles. -!. Ralph 
Benton, b. Nov. 2-1, 187'8. 5. Charles Hen·ry, b. July 30, 1881. 6. 
Flossie ,lfargaret, h. Oct. 11, 188-1. 7. Eca Lorane, b. June 21, 
1888. 8. Hamlin S11,ith, b. Nov. 18, lS!J0. Hes., Indianapolis, Ind. 

ii. ElIILY CATHERINE CL'~DII;-(S, b. Apr. 2-1, 1854; m. Oct. 16, 18i8, 
Frank Emerson Browning-, son of Jesse E. and Caroline (Rich
ards) Browning; b. near Brownstown, Incl., Mar. 9, 1857. Child
ren: 1. Earl Wooclu:arcl, b. Apr. -1, 1880. !.!. Frnnk .Allen, b. Apr. 
13, 1882. 3. Ray Hamlin, b. Apr.15, 188-1. 4. Emma Ln11i, h. ::\1ay 
2-1, 1886; m. Oct. 22, 1905, Alva Cartwright. Res., Brownstown. 

iii. JOHN JE~'FERSO::-;f CU!IDIINS, b. Aug. 12, 185G. 
iv. WILLLUI TODD OTTO CU~DIIXS, b. Sept. 4, 1858; d. Sept. 20, 1863. 
\', GEOHGE WASIIIXGTON CC.IMIXS, b. Apr. 9, 1861; m. May i, 1883, 

in Seymour, Incl., Mary Elizabeth Lenora, daughter of Fredolin 
and :Mary :Magdalene Huber, b. Dec. 17, 1872, in Nashville, Incl. 
Only child: Lawrence George, b. Oct. 27, 1884, in Brownstown, 
Ind. ; m. July 4, 1906, Ethel F. McFarland. Res., Indianapolis, Ind. 

Children by second husband, born in Brownstown, Ind. : 
vi. l\L\RY S:\IITH, h. Feb. 7, 1866; cl. Mar. 16, 1866. 
vii. EYA BENTON SmTn, b. Mar. 27, 18Gi; m. Feb. 6, 1895, in Colnmhns, 

Ind., William, son of Philip and Catherine Schaub, born in ::'IIar
tinsville, Ind., June 24, 1868. Chilclren, born in Brownstown: 
I. Roger Smith, b. Jan. 22, lS!JG. 2. JVillimn Frederick, b. Aug. 
30, l!J00. Res., Indianapolis. 

viii. GILES LESLIE SlIITH, b. June 28, 1870; m. Sept. 28, 18!l3, in Browns
town, Ind., Cora Ellen, daughter of David Burr and Sarah Ellen 
Vance, who was born Dec. 12, 1869, in Livingston Co., Ill. Only 
child: Giles Vance, b. Mar. 13, 1899, in Indianapolis, the residence 
of parents. 

41. WALTER BL'RR8 BENTON ( Walter,' Darid,6 Dai,id,5 Isaac; ./useph,8 
Andrew,2 John1

), born Aug. 23, 1833, and was killed by the acci
dental discharge of a gun in the hands of another person, ,rune 10, 
1846. He was named for his father, and for David Bun, the 
husband of his mother's oldest sister, who was born in He,Mi11g, 
Fairfield Co., Conn., Sept. 5, 1792, and died in Delphi, Carroll Co., 
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Ind., Aug. 11, 1870- a life-long friend and benefactor of the Ver
milya family. 

42. CATHERINE8 BENTON ( Walter,7 David,6 David,5 Isaac,4 Joseph,8 An
drew,2 John1

) was born Aug. 26, 1835 ; m. Mar. 8, 1855, Rev. 
Charles Tinsley, in Brownstown, Ind. She was named for Cathe
rine (1\Iurphy) Vermilya, the wife of her mother's brother, John C. 
Vermilya, and her very dear friend-a devoutly religious woman. 

A recent Indianapolis (Ind.) paper has an account of l\Ir. Tins
ley, with additions of our own, to this effect: He was born in 
Clonmel, Ireland, Aug. 26, 1832, and is one of seven children who 
came with their parents, William and Lucy Tinsley, to America 
and settled in Cincinnati in 1851. He was educated at "a little 
college-an endowed school "-in his native place. His parents 
were W esleyans, and using his own words, he " was born into the 
church." His father being an architect, the son pursued that voca
tion for a brief time, until he entered the ministry of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church at the age of twenty-one years. He came to 
Indiana in 1853, and was appointed to the pastorate at 1\Iartins
ville in the fall of that year. His second pastorate was at Browns
town, upon which he entered in the fall of 1854, and he was mar
ried there in March of the following year. He is the senior effec
ti rn minister of the conference of which he is now a member, hav
ing been actively engaged as a traveling preacher, under church 
appointments, for the last fifty-three years, excepting one year while 
teaching school, as he expressed it, "in a one-horse college on Man
chester ridge back of Lawrenceburg." During this protracted 
service, he has had twenty-four different pastorates, varying in 
duration from one to five years. They have been in the South 
East and Indiana conferences, and among the principal ones are 
Madison, Connersville, Brookville, Aurora, Indianapolis, Shelby
ville, Columbus, Jeffersonville, College-Comers and Evansville. 
The paper adds, " Dr. Tinsley's hair and beard are not white, but 
gray, and he looks and acts a dozen years younger than his age oi 
seventy-three years." He is now at Mapleton charge in Indianapo
lis, and resides with his wife at 3735 Kenwood Avenue. 

Children: 
i. LUELLA BE::s-Tox,• b. Oct. 31, 1856, at Wright's Corners, Dearborn 

Co., Ind. 
ii. CHARLES WALTER, b. Feb. 5, 1859, in Madison, Ind.; d. there, Jan. 

8, 1860. 
iii. CHARLES WrLLIA)I, b., Apr. 3, 1861, in Connersville, Ind.; m. Oct. 10, 

1883, in Columbus, Ind., Nettie, daughter of Moses O. and Elea
nor (Ogilvie) Cooper, b. in Columbus, March 5, 1861. He is a 
Methodist minister, and for the last five years has been pastor of 
Centenary charge, in Terre Haute, Ind. Children: 1. Howarcl 
Duffy, b. Oct. 25, 188-l; cl. Jan. 19, 1887. 2. 3. Robert Bowman 
and Rriymoncl Curtiss (twins), b. Apr. 29, 1887. 4. George Cnoper, 
b. Aug. 21, 1889. 5. Eleanor Benton, b. Mar. 2, 1895. 6. Kathryn 
Iona, b. Jan. 2. 1899. 7. ~1Iai·y, b. June 18, 1906. 

iv. FRANK CRARY NRwKIRK, b. Sept. 22, 1863, at Milton, Wayne Co., 
Ind.; m. Sept. 22, 1885, in Glenville, Neb., Caroline Schleicher, b. 
Jan. 4, 1866, in Lawrenceburg, Incl. He is a physician and resides 
in Indianapolis. Children: 1. Charles William, b. Aug. 15, 1886; 
cl. in infancy. 2. Walte1· Benton, b. June 8, 1888. 3. Katharine 
Jlagdalin, b. Oct. 22, 1892. 
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v. EDWARD CHAFFEE, b. Apr. 17, 1867, in Brookville, Ind.; m. Nov. 
14, 1899, in Indianapolis, Eva, daughter of Wirt and Sarah (~Iil
ler) Jordan, b. '' 18i6-Indiana." A physician, and resides at 
Indianapolis. No children. 

vi. MARY WY:110.:-.D, b. :Mar. 5, 1870, in Aurora, Ind.; m. June 26, 1894, 
in Jeffersouville. Incl., Herbert Myers Glossbrenner, b. l\Iay 12, 
1869, in Jefferso11ville. Res., Indianapolis. Only chilcl: Frederick 
.U:yj)iwi.d, b. Sept. 26, 189.Z, in J.effersonville, Incl. 

43. \V'1LBt:R CLI.RKE8 BENTON ( Walter,7 David,6 David,6 Isaac,4 Joseph,8 
Andrew,2 John1

) was born Apr. 11, 1839, in Brownstown, Ind.; 
married, Sept. 27, 18G9, near Brownstown, Ind., Sarah Ann, daugh
ter of Joseph and Lydia (Ireland) l\Iiller, who was born near 
Brownstown, Ind., Dec. 19, 1850. He was named after \Vilbur 
Fisk, president of Wesleyan College, l\Iiddletown, Ct., and Dr. 
Adam Clarke, the learned Bible commentator, of London, England 
-both eminent Methodist divines. He was for several years a clerk 
in the Treasury Department, Washington; then engaged in merchan
dising at Brownstown ; and of later years in general agencies at 
Newport, Ky., his place of residence. 

Children, born in Brownst-0wn : 

i. DELIGHT,9 b. Sept. 19, 1870; m. Ang. 6, 1893, \Valter Kerr, b. Aug. 
22, 1865, at Aurora, Incl., their place of residence. Children: I. 
Elizabeth, 10 b. Aug. 19, 1896. 2. Frances Willard, b. Feb. HJ, 1898. 
3. Anna Louisa, b. Dec. 13, 190-!. 

ii. WILBUR CLARKE, b. July 3, 1872. A lawyer. Unmarried. Res., 
Chicago, Ill. 

iii. How ARD MILLER, b. Sept. 3, 1874. A lawyer. Married, July, 1906. 
Res., Newport, Ky. 

iv. HETTY, b. July 1, 18i6; m. May 18, 1898, in Newport, Ky., Dr. 
Albert Sidney Stemler, b. at Newport, Aug. 13, 18i4. Only child: 
~11argcti·et, 10 b. Sept. 10, 1900. Res., Goocl Hope, ~'ayette Co., Ohio. 

v. FRANK VER)IILYA, b. Mar. a, 1878; m. July 12, moo, in Cincin
nati, Ohio, Anna Olive Mooers, b. Sept. 8, 1881, in Cincinnati, 
Ohio. A lawyer. Res., Newport, Ky. Children: 1. Frank Ve:r
milya,10 b. July 2, 1901. 2. JtJhn Jlooei·s, b. June 13, 1905. 

44. ASBURY \VATSON 8 BENTON ( Walter,7 David/ Dm:id,5 Isaac,4 
Joseplt,8 A.ndrew,2 John1 ) was born Mar. 8, 1841 ; married Aug. 18, 
1865, in Brownstown, Ind., Harriet Eliza Chase, who was born in 
Madison, Ind., l\Iar. 9, 1847, and died in Brownstown, l\Iar. 19, 
1884. He was named for Francis Asbury, second bishop of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, and Richard Watson, a distinguished 
English l\iethodist preacher. He was a farmer for a number of 
years, and served as a private in Co. "A," 50 Ind. Vol. Inf., from 
Oct. 8, 1861 to Jan. 5, 1865. Residence, l\larion, Ind. 

Children, born in Brownstown: 
i. ANNA CHASE,9 b. Apr. 3, 1870; m. Apr. 20, 1892, at Shelbyville, Ind., 

John C. Eberhart, b. in Shelby Co., Ind., Oct. 2ll, 1SG3. Only 
child: John Clyde, 10 b. Apr. 12, 1900, at Van Wert, Ohio, the resi
dence of parents. 

ii. WRIGHT VEmIILY.1, b. Apr. 6, 1872. A farmer; unmarried, and 
home is in Victor, Colorado. 

iii. FllAXK CHASE, b. Juue 6, 1875. When a boy he was our fathe1~s 
reliable helper and guide in his blindness. He died of typhoid 
fever at Victor, Colorado, Apr. 23, 1900. TVe have knuwn 1w bet
ter boy: 

iv. HARRIET C., b. ~Iar. 8, 1880. A teacher in the public schools at 
Van Wert, Ohio. 



23 

45. CHARLES WESLEY8 BENTON ( Walter,7 David,& David,5 Isaac,4 Joseph,• 
Andrew,2 John1 ) was born June 4, 1843; married Jan. 13, 1868, in 
Easton, :Mo., Emma Hersie, daughter of "William Arthur and Anna 
Maria (Connell) Irwin, who was born in Oxford, Ohio, April 29, 
1846. He was named after Charles Wesley, the renowned Metho
dist hymnologist and preacher. He served as a sergeant in Co. L, 
7 Mo. Vol.Cav:.y, from Aug. 1, 1861 to ~ov'.. 23, 1864. He re
sided for several years at Laclede, l\Io., but for the last thirty 
years or more his family home has been in Brownstown. 

Children: 
i. Ev A,9 b. Nov. 8, 1869, iu Laclede, Mo.; m. Dec. 2, 1893, in Browns-

town, Ind., George C. Boileau, b. Dec. 27, 1869, in McConnells ville, 
Ohio. Res., Red Oak, Iowa. Children: I. H_al'l,1° b. Jan. 8, 1895. 
2. Bessie Benton, b. l\lay 5, 1897. Both b. in Iowa. 

ii. .ARTHUR TI~SLEY, b. July 19, 1877, at Brownstown; m. ::lfay 29, 
190-l, at Seymour, Ind., Esther, daughter of Abel aud Rebecca 
McCormick, who was bom near Brownstown, Oct H, 1872. 
Res., Bloomington, Ind. 

46. EvALINE8 BENTON ( Walter/ David,S David,6 Isaac,4Joseph,8 Andrew,~ 
John1) was born July 12, 1846, and was named for Evaline (Stites) 
Peck, a very dear, life-long friend of her mother. She was married 
Sept. 28, 1869, to ,v arren Woody Reynolds, son of George ,v. 
and Elizabeth (Skinner) Reynolds, who was born near Browns
town, Sept. 6, 1845. He was engaged in the mercantile business 
at Brownstown, for several years prior to his entering the ministry 
of the Methodist church as a traveling preacher, a number of years 
ago, and at present is pastor of a charge at Evansville, Ind. 

Children: 
i. CURTIS, 9 b. Sept. IO, 18i5, at Brownstown; m. Mar. 3, 1902, at Indian

apolis, Julia .Ann Cowger, b. at Rushville, Incl., Apr. 10, 1S76. 
Res., Indianapolis. Only child: Edna Gowger, 10 b. Nov. 12, 190-l. 

ii. KATHRYN ORA, b. Aug. 5, 1879, at Carnthersvllle, Incl.; m. Oct. 25, 
1902, at Seymour, Ind., Dr. Charles Cannady Hickman, b. Jan. 2, 
1869, at Chrisman, Illinois. Only•Child: Warten Reynolds,•0 b. 
Nov. 28, 1905. 

47. ,v ALTER LEm;ELg BENTON ( George V.,8 Walter,7 David,6 David,5 
Isaac,4 Joseph,8 Andrew,2 John1 ), born June 6, 1852; married, Feb. 
17, 1873, in Brownstown, Ind., Bertie, daughter of Judge Ralph 
and Josephine (Brant) Applewhite, who was born in Hanover, Ind., 
June 5, 1852, and died in Muncie, Ind., Oct. 13, 1898, A noble 
Christian woman. Res., Brownstown. 

Children: 
i. MIXNIE JosEPHINE,10 b. May 17, 1875; m. Sept. 15, 1897, Elmer 0. 

Shepard. Res., Brownstown. 
ii. Jx:,rns HEXRY, b . .Aug. 24, 1876; m. July 19, 1900, Alice Doran, at 

Jeffersonville, Ind. 
iii. GEORGE RALPH, b. Aug. 24, 1878, m. Mar. 30, 1902, Zedah Wariner, 

at Pendleton, Ind. Res., Indianapolis. 

48. 1\Irnxrn9 BENTON ( George v:,s Walter,7 David,6 David,6 Isaac,' 
Joseph, 8 Aridrew,2 John1), b. Sept. 9, 1855; d. Dec. 30, 1905, ol 
pneumonia, after a brief sickness. (There is none of my several 
loveable nieces and grand nieces to whom I was more warmly at· 
tached than I was to her ; and of all my mother's grandchildren 
there was none who loved her with intenser affection, Much oJ 
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her girlhood years was spent in her grandmother's home, although 
separated from her own but by the width of a street. A short timt 
before her death, in response to a reference of mine as to their mu
tual attachment for each other, she wrote to me-" 11£.1/ _qrandmothe1 
was one of tlte very best women tltat ei•er lfred in the world." I fondly 
treasure these loving words. and shall never cease to mourn the early 
death of the dear "-oman who uttered them.--:·J. H. B.L, She was 
mari'ied; Nov. 9, 1875, to John Jfiiton; son of John T. and Nancy 
Wallace, born in Martin Co., Ind., Feb. 24, 18-!-!. Res., West 
Brownstown, and is station agent of the B. 0. & S. W. R. R. at 
Ewing, Ind. 

Children: 
i. LEW Eowrx,10 b. June 22, 1877. A throat, eye and ear specialist. 

Res., Indianapolis. 
ii. HAnRY ELPSWORTH, b. Feb. 7, 18i9; rn. Apr. 18, rnoo, Georgia 

Downing-. Children: I. Lew Downing, 11 b. June 28, Hl02. Res., 
Ewing, Ind. 

49. CHARLES TrxSLEY9 BEXTOX ( George r:,s TValter,7 David,6 David,6 
Isaac,4 Joseph,3 Andrew,2 Jolm1), bom ,July l 7, 18.'iS; married, Dec. 
14, 1881, Carrie. daughter of William and Laura C. (Smith) Fry
singer, who w,1s born Aug. 23, I 860, iu Lewistown, Pa. He is a 
general merchant at Brownstown. 

Children: 
i. PEARL LEXORE.10 b. Sept. 14, 1882; m. Dec. 25, 1901, Arthur Grager, 

at Seymour, Ind. 
ii. CLYDE FRYSIXGER, b. Oct. 8, 1884. Res., Phrenix, Arizona. 

50. Trrmus9 RAY Bi-::xTOX (John, 8 TT'alter,7 Dm,id,6 David,• Isaac,4 Jo
sep/1,8 Andl"ew,2 Joltn1) was born in Brownstcnn1, Ind., Aug.8.1852; 
marriecl Oct. 11, 1876, in "'ashington, D. C., Fanny ,Yalker 
Scott, daughter of ,Tohn ,v. and Lucinda (Benson) Scott, who was 
bom in Bladensburg, l\Id., Jan. 10, l.'i,56. He was educated in the 
public scnools of his native town and ,Yashington, D. C., and gradu
ated iu law from the Xational Law School in ,vashington, with the 
class of 1888, receiving the McArthur medal for its first honors, 
-having preYiously been awarded the second prize of the junior 
class. From Oct., 1871, until his removal to St. Paul, .l\Iiun., in 
l\Iay, 188!), he was a clerk in the General Land Office, except an 
intervening couple of years that were spent in the law office of J. 
Vance Lewis. Since his removal to St. Pan! he has been employed 
in the land and law departments of the Great Northwestern Rail,. 
wa.11, 

Children, all born in ·washington, D. C.: 
i. Tmnns RA Y.'0 b. July 2. 1877; m. Aug:. 5, Hl05, Mazey Hopkins, at 

Sardinia, Erie Co., N. Y. Res., St. l'aul. He is a civil engineer. 
ii. l\L-rnY SCOTT, b. Dec. 29, 18ill. A teacher in the public schools at 

St. Paul. 
iii. WILLI.UI MAYSE, b. July 27, 1882. A hospital steward in the u. s. 

Navy. 

51. EDWARD VER1lILL\.9 BEXTOX (Juhn,8 Walter,7 David,6 David,5 

Isaac,4 Joseph,3 .A11drew.2 John1
) was born Feb. 2, 1855, aml died 

of consumption in Staffor(l Co., Va., Sept. :28, 180-!. Is buried in 
family lot in Glenwood Cemetery, at "'ashington, D. C. He 
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"as married at Washington, June 28, 1881, to Lillie Ida, daughter 
of Edward F. and Catharine (Clarke) Davis, who was born in 
Stafford Co., Va., ,July 31, 1858, and died in Washington, June 2, 
1902. She is buried in the family lot in Glenwood Cemetery. 
He was educated in the public schools of Brownstown, Ind., and of 
"\Ya,,hingte-n-,-and was twice awarded prize medals for proficiency in 
studies, at competitive examinations composed of representative 
scholars from the several grammar schools of the city. He was a 
clerk in the Census Office from 1881 until his transfer to the Pen
sion Office in Jan., 1884; and on his resignation in .April, 1887, he 
was employed in the pension agency of John W. Morris, and for 
several years preceding his death was his chief clerk. 

Children: 
i. Jomr HOGA~-,1° b. May 31, 1882, in Washington, D. C. A carpenter 

and resides in Stafford Co., Va. 
ii. ETHEL VEmlILYA, b. Aug. 5, 1885, in Stafford Co., Va. Is em

ployed in the Beaureau of Engraving and Printing. 
iii. MARGARET RAY, b. Jan. 6, 1888, in Washington, D. C. Graduated 

from Business High School, Washington, June, 1906. 

52. MARY PHEBE9 BEXTON (John, 8 Walter,7 David,6 David,5 Isaac/ 
Joseph,3 Andrew,2 Joh11 1

) was born .April 23, 1857; died of disease 
of kidneys in .Anacostia, D.C., June 18, 1897, and is buried in the 
family lot in Glenwood Cemetery, at Washington. 

She married, Oct. 30, 1878, Samuel Winfield, son of John W. 
and Virginia Frances (Torreyson) Payne, who was born in Georre
town, D. C., Oct. 27, 1852. Children were born near Falls Church, 
Fairfax Co., Va., except Samuel T. and Nora W., who were born 
at Washington. 

Children: 
i. WALTER BENToN10 PAYNE, b. Sept. 27, 1881; m. Aug. 11, 1903, 

Elizabeth J. Perry, of Rochester, N. Y., their place of residence. 
He is a draftsman by occupation. Only child : .Alice :Myrtle, b. 
Apr. 25, 1906. 

ii. RUTH RAY PAYNE, b. Dec. 2, 1883; ru. July 26, 1905, Clyde D. Moyer, 
in Washington, where they reside. Only child : Ray Medford, a 
daughter, b., Sunday, ]',fay 20, 1906. 

iii. SAMUEL TALBOTT PAYNE, b. Dec. 5, 1886. A draftsman, and now 
employed at Pittsburg, Penn. 

iv. EDWARD VEmIILYA PATil'E, b. Mar. 17, 1889. Res., Washington. 
v. NORA Wu.GATE PAYNE, b. Aug. 8, 1891. Res., Washington. 

53. 1\hmA TANNER9 BEXTON ( John,8 Walter,7 JJavid,6 David,5 Isaac/ 
Joseph,3 .Andrew,2 Joltn1 ), born July 1, 1861, and named for Mrs. 
Maria L. Tanner, whose husband, Major Gordon Tanner, of the 
22d Ind. Inf., the most intimate friend of my youth and early 
manhood, died Oct. 1, 1861, of wounds received several days pre
viously in a night reconnoisance at Glasgow, Mo. He was born 
near Brownstown, July HJ, 1829, while I was born June 10, of 
that year. She was married ,June 6, 1892, at Washington, to Col. 
Charles Holton Clifford, born July 6, 1842, in St. Louis, l\Io., son 
of Charles Clifford of Bridgeport, Conn., and .Amelia Holton of 
New York city. His father was lost at sea when the son was eigh
teen months of age; and his mother died in 1851 in N•iw York 
city and was buried at Bridgeport. Early in life the son went to 
sea, which he followed until the fall of 1860, when he returned to 
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New York. At the breaking out of the civil war, he enlisted in 
the Confederate army as a private in Co. "H," 2d 1\Io. State 
Guards; was wounded in battle in eight different parts of the body, 
and was a colonel of cavalry in Gen. Sterling Price's army, then 
in Texas, at the close of the war in 1865. He settled in that state; 
resided in the counties of Brazos, Robertson and Bexar; was en
gaged iii farming-and rrierchandising, in the meanwhile studying 
law, and was admitted to the practice in 1872. In 1881 he re
moved to San Antonio, his place of residence and practice of law 
until his removal to Washington in 1902. 

54. Jom, EwrnG9 BEXTOX (John,8 Walter,7 David,6 David,& Isaac,' 
Joseph, 8 .Andrew,2 John 1), born Oct. 31, 1867, at 446 P St., N. W., 
\Yashington; married, June 6, 1894, at Beltsville, 1\Id., Selma Irene, 
chughter of Col. Edwin and Sarah .Jane (Farnsworth) Frey, born 
Sept. 2, 1867, at Buckhannon, l:"pshur Co., \V. Va. The John in 
his name was after his father, the Ewing for Thomas L. Ewing, 
formerly of Brownstow1,, the dearest and best friend of his father's 
boyhood and manhood's years, though thirteen years his seignior. 
He was educated in the public schools of lVashington-finishing a 
four year course at the Central High School in 1886, and imme
diately thereafter entering the private bank of his friend l1illiam 
Mayse, as a clerk, in which he continued till his suspension o.f hnsi
ness in 1895. In Feb., 1897, he obtained a situation in the Tra
ders' National Bank, and is now its pa~·ing teller. He elllisted, 
Nov. 19, 1888, in Battery A, Light Artillery, D. C. Nat. Guards; 
was appointed quartermaster sergeant, Feb. 18, 1890; and was 
honorably dischargerl, Jan. 31, 1891, at his own request. He was 
twice awarded first prize for proficiency in drill in competitive ex
aminations, 

LINEAGE OF HORACE BENTON OF CLEVELAND, OHIO. 

A grandson of the Zadok, son of Samuel iii and Jane (Bradley) Benton 
(Fam. Rec. 14), who was born Mar. 7, 1761, at Tolland, Conn.; married, 
about 1786, Lydia Day, who was born, 1767; died, 1852; removed to 
Northern Ohio in the early settlement of that part of the State. A Revo
lutionarv soldier. 

And a son of Otis, a son of Zadok and Lydia (Day) Benton, who was 
born, 17~18; died, 1887. He was born, Feb. 27, 1827;andissolesunivor 
of his father's four sons. He has two sons and two daughters. His son 
Charles Horace Benton of London, England (see pp. 1 & 30), was born 
Aug. 16, 1867. 

The other children of Zadok and Lydia (Day) Benton were: 1. Orrin, 
b. 1787: tl. 1879. 2. Ariel, b. 1790; d. 1835. 3. Zadok, b. 17~11; d. 
1883. 4. (Otis). 5. Elihu, b. 1800; d. ·1884. 6. Kancy, b. 1802; d. 
1876. 7. Sally. 8. Lydia, and 9. Lyman, did not live to be married. 

J. II. B. 
AUGIIST, 1906. 
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BENTON GRAVESTONE INSCRIPTION'S. 

(Exact copies in all respects as transcribed by ourself. They represent 
the entirety of our lineal Benton ancestry in America.-J. H. B.) _ 

I 

ANDREW 

BENTON AGED 

63 YEARS 
HE DJED IVLJ 

31 ANO 1683 

3 
Here Lies Interred 
The Body of Mr 
Ifaac Benton He 
Died September 
17th AD 1757 

5 

2 

HEAR LIES 
THE BODY OF 
DEC·nlOSEPH 
BENTOnWHODI 
EDAVGVST·l2th 

1753 lnTHE93 
Y·ROFHISAGE 

4 
In Memory 

of Mr David 
Benton who died 
August 6th 1797 
in the 63d year of 
his age 

IN 
memory of 

DAVID BENTON 
who died March 

th
" 7th 1845. aged 

82 years. 
6 

REV. WALTER 
BENTON 

BORN 

MAY 7, 1799 
DIED 

APR 3, 1890 
AGED 

90 YRS. IO Mo. 
& 26 DAYS. 

BENTON. 

1. Center Church Cemetery, Hartford, Conn. 
2. Good Hill Cemetery, near Kent, Conn. 
3. Oki Burial-Ground, Salisbury, Conn. 

7 
FAREWELL. 

[Clasped hands.] 

HETTY 
\VIFE OF 

REV WALTER 
BENTON 

DIED 

Nov 6, 1875 
AGED 

70Y. 6M. 6D. 

4. Private burial-ground, Sheffield, Mass., on Great Barrington road, five 
miles from Salisbury, Conn. 

5, 6 and 7. Fairview Cemetery, Brownstown, Ind. 
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BENTONS FROM CONNECTICUT IN THE REVOLU
TIONARY WAR. 

(REPORT OF ADJUTANT GENERAL OF CONNECTICCT.) 

Fairfield County: SELAH, lieuteuant and captain. Hartford Oo1tnty : 
ADONIRAM, from Windsor, _a pensioner.; EDWARD, a sergeant; ELISHA, 
from East Windsor; JOHN, from Wethersfielcl; NATHANIEL W., from 
Berlin, a pensioner. Litchfield County: CALEB, from. Canaan. New 
Haven County: CHANDLER, NATHAN, NoAH SR., NOAH JR., a pensioner, 
SILAS a sergeant, TIMOTHY and ZEBL"LON. SILAS was from l\Iilford, 
the others from Guilford. Tolland County: Az,rnIAH, missing at battle 
of Long Island, Aug., 1776, DANIEL the 3d, ELIJAH a pensioner, ,JACOB 
a pensioner, JOEL, JONATHAN a pensioner, Josu.H, missing at the battle 
of Long Island, Aug., 1776, NATHANIEL SEnIOuR, SAMCEL iv., TrnoTHY 
JR., ZAooc. Not located: A1rns, ELrnu, JAMES. 

Pension Office Files show : 
ADONIRA}ll BENTON (son of Elijah-Fam. 19), applied Apr., 1818, 

from Surry, N. H., where he died Aug. 29, 1842. Served from ,Jan., 
1781, to ,Tune, 1883, in Col. Shelden's Light Dragoons. Was pensioned 
in 1818; as also his widow, Betsey (Griffin) Benton, in 1843. 

ELIJAH BENTON (son of Elijah-Fam. 19) applied ,Tune, 1818, from 
Stewartstown, Coos Co., N. H., where he died Aug. 14, 1841. Served 
under Col. Ward and Col. Sherman and finally in Col. Shelden', Light 
Dragoons. Served four years. Was pensioned in 1818, as also his widow 
Sally (Sellingham) Benton, in 1842. A daughter, ANNYANETTE J. BEN· 
TON, was a witness in the widow's claim. 

JACOB BENTON (son of Daniel ii-Fam. 27), applied in 1818 from 
Tolland, Conn., where he was horn in 1760, and where he died, ,June 9, 
1843. Served from time to time from 1777 till the close of the war. 
Was at the surrender of Burgoyne, Oct. 1777. His witnesses say, "A 
man of veracity. A fine, honorable and honest man." He was pensioned 
in 1818, as was also in 1843 his widow, Sarah (Ladd) Benton. 

JoxATHAN BENTON (son of Samuel-Fam. 14) applied in 1832 from 
Springfield, Mass., where he moved in 1802. Enlisted in Apr., 1775, and 
served from time to time until the close of the war. At New Lornlon, 
Conn., in 1777, and at New Haven and Danbury, Conn., and Tollerway, 
N. J., in 1780. "Was in Roxbury Street (Boston) and saw the battle of 
Bunker Hill or Breed's Hill ( June, 177 5), plainly," and "was on tluty in 
the front guard the day (Oct. 1780) l\lajor Andre was hung at Tappan, 
N, Y." Was pensioned in 1832. No widow survived his death. 

NATHANIEL W. BENTO~ (a descendant of Edward Benton of Wethers
field, Conn.), born at Berlin, Hartford Co., in 1760. Applied in May, 
1818, from Sodus, Wayne Co., N. Y., where he died Sept. 3, 1828. ,vas 
an armorer in Col. Meigs' regiment and served from July, 1780, to .July, 
1783. He was pensioned in 1818. His widow, Susannah CWallace) 
Benton applied in ,June, 1839, and was also pensioned. Among her wit
nesses was a Rev. Roger Benton of Arcadia, N. Y., born in 1770, who 
testified that he learned his trade (blacksmith?) from the soldier at "r eth
ersfield, Conn. ,John ,Vesley Benton, a son of Roger Benton, burn ,Jan. 
21, 1823, at Newark, N. Y., died there, Apr. 7, 1900. His obituary ap
peared in the Christian .Advocate of New York. 
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NoAH BENTON, JR. (a descendant of Edward Benton, of Guilford, 
Conn.), son of Noah and Ruth Benton, born Oct. 16, 1763, at Guilford, 
Conn. Applied from there in June, 1832, and died there Oct. 27, 1847. 
SerYed a while as a substitute for his father; and in 1779 and subsequently 
in his o,vn name. His widow Phebe (Davis) Benton, to whom he was mar
ried at Guilford, Oct. 31, 1790, applied in Sept. 1848. Both were pen
sioned. The dates of his birth and marriage are obtained from Guilford 
records. 

BENTONS FROl\I MASSACHUSETTS IN THE REVOLU
TIONARY WAR. 

(FRO)I PENSION OFFICE RECORDS.) 

BENTON6 BETHEL (James,6 James,4 James,8 A.ndrew,2 Edward'), a de
scendant of Edward Benton, of Guilford, Conn., where he alleges be was 
born, Dec. 14, 1750. (The Guilford records show a Bethel, son of 
.James and Margaret (Naughty) Benton, horn Nov. 21, 1751.) He ap
plied in Ang. 1832 from Seneca, Ontario, Co., N. Y., to which he moved 
in 1798 from Ashland, Mass., where he had lived since 1767. Enlisted in 
May, 1775, and was in Col. Woodbridge's regiment of Gen. Prescott's 
brigade at the battle of Bunker Hill (June, 1775); reenlisted in Feb., 
1776, in Col. Porter's regiment, that joined in the expedition against 
Quehee, by way of Lake Champlain, and formed a junction with Gen. 
Arnold's, by way of 1\Iaine, on April 3 ; returned to Massachusetts in May; 
and was discharged in Feb., 1777. Andrew J. Benton, a great grandson, 
is a clerk in the Treasury Department at 1Vashington. 

DAVID BENTON (Fam. Rec. 29). 
Fi:ux6 BENTON (John,5 John. 4 John,8 Andreiq,2 Edward1 ). A descend

ant of Ellwrrrd Benton, of Guilford, Conn., and son of John and Tamar 
(---) Benton, born Apr.£!, 1762, at Salisbury, Conn. (His father 
was one of the distributors of the estate of Isaac Benton, the grandfather 
of my grandfather, David Benton.-:_J. H. B.) He applied in ~ltl32 from 
Cornwall. Vt., where he died, Api:il f.:>, 18;51. He was "called into ser
vice" from "rest Stockbridge, Berkshire Co., Mass., and served in the 
state of Xew York, six mouths from July, 1780. Presumalily in Capt. 
"'arner's Co. of Col. John Brown's regiment, of which my grandfather, 
David Benton, was a member. His widow was pensioned and live\1 to the 
age of 90 years. 

,JoX.\.TIL-1.X BENTON, a brother of the foregoing, applied in L;;:32 from 
·west Stockbridge, ::Uass., from which place he was called into service in 
each year from 1777 to 1780, all of it in X ew York. And the service of 
17tH) was no doubt in the same company with his brother and my grand
father. He alleges that he wa.s born May 19, 1759, at Salisbury, Conn. 
(Its reeords, which I have examined, show, :May 19, 1760.-J. I-I. B.) 
As no widow applied, it is evident that nc,ue survived him. 

8TEPHEX6 BENTON (Isaac,• .fosep!t,3 And1"ew,2 Jo!m 1), a son of Isaac 
and Ruth ( Norton) Benton, born July IO, 1737-Fam. Ree. 22. Died 
prior to the act of 1832, and hence was not pensionerl. The data as to 
his service is obtained from a History of Berkshire Co., Mass., and is 
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furnished by Miss H. C. Snow, of Becket in that county. He served at 
Fort Ann and Ticonderoga, N. Y., from June 30, to July 26, 1777, in 
Col. John Brown's regiment of the l\Iass. Line; and again in the same 
regiment from Sept. 21 to Oct. 14 of the same year, against Gen. Burgoyne. 
In Nov., 1780, he was a sergeant in Col. Rossiter's regiment that marched 
to reenforce Gen. Stark at Stilwater, N. Y.-a false alarm. l\Iiss Grace 
Adella B_enton, a great-grandda~1gh_ter, reside_s at Richmond, 1\1.ass. 

OUR CORRESPOXDEXTS AND OTHERS. 
[By reference to the Family Record of the ancestor as indicated by its number

thus, Fam. Rec. -, the descendant may readily trace the ancestral line to its origin.] 

Prof. Allen Richardson Benton, of Irviugton, Ind., son of Dr. Allen 
and Deborah (Willey) Benton-Fam. Rec. 28-b. Oct. 1, 1822, at Ira, 
Cayuga Co., N. Y.; m. June 26, 1851, Silence, b. Jan. 2, 1838; d. Mar. 
11, 1900, at Irvington, Ind., dau. of Dr. Ransom Howard of Volney, N. Y. 

Charles Edward Benton, of New Bedford, Mass., b. Sept. 11, 1841, at 
Amenia, Dutchess Co., N. Y.; m. Oct. 6, 1870, Clara Rogers Foster, at 
Southampton, N. Y. A valued correspondent, and a descendant in the 
seventh degree of Edward the emigrant and Alice (Purden) Benton; 
and, indeed, of the Edward and Joane (Holloway) Benton, who were m. 
May 10, 1563, in Co. Essex, England, Fam. Rec. 2. ,Ye are favored 
with a complimentary copy of his Book, " Caleb Benton and Sarah Bishop, 
their Ancestors and their Descendants," with the arrangement, contents 
and literature of which we are greatly pleased. 

Charles H. Benton of London, Eng., son of Horace Benton, of Cleve
land, Ohio, descendants of Samuel and Jane (Bradley) Benton-Fam. 
Rec. 14. The descendants of Edward and Andrew Benton, the emigrants, 
are indebted to Mr. Charles H. Benton for the information obtained con
cerning their English ancestors. Our failure to obtain the family history 
of Mr. Horace Benton is matter of regret. 

Miss Grace Adella Benton, of Richmond, Berkshire Co., l\Iass., b. Sept. 
23, 1867, dau. of Stephen Reynolds Benton, aud granddaughter of Darius 
and Fanny (Fowler) Benton.-Fam. Rec. 22. 

James F. Benton of Penn Yan, Yates Co., N. Y., son of Luther Barden 
and l\Iary (Gardner) Benton, and grandson of Levi, Jr., aud Nancy (Par
ker) Benton, b. Apr. 27, 1829, in Yates Co., N. Y.; m. Elizabeth Love
joy.-Fam. Rec. 24. 

Joel Benton of Poughkeepsie, N. Y., son of Simeon B. and Deborah 
(Hallock) Benton, b. May 29, 1832, at Amenia, Dutchess Co., N. Y.; 
widely known as poet, lecturer and essayist. A descendant in the 8th 
generation of Edward the emigrant and Alice (Purden) Benton, and in 
the 10th of Edward and Jane (Holloway) Benton, m. l\Iay 10, 1563, in 
Co. Essex, England.-Fam. Rec. 2. 

Col. Josiah Henry Benton, Jr., lawyer of Boston, l\Iass., son of Josiah 
H. and Martha (Danforth) Benton, and great-grandson of Jacob and 
Hannah (Slade) Benton, b. Aug. 4, 1843, at Addison, Vt.; m. (1) l\Iay 
19, 1866, at Bradford, Vt., Josephine Emery Aldrich, b. Aug. 10, 1842, 
at Newbury, Vt.; d. Apr. 8, 1872, at Bradford; m. (2) Sept. 2, 187 5, at 
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Concord, N. H., l\Iary Elizabeth Abbott, b. Feb. 22, 1843, at Nashua, 
N. H. The descendants of Andrew Benton, the emigrant, should grate
fully remember Col. Benton for the large and exhaustive history he has 
given of their primal American ancestor in his book, " Samuel Slade Ben
ton, his Ancestors and Descendants." ·we are a delighted recipient of a 
complimentary copy of his valuable contribution to Benton genealogy.
Fam. Rec. 9. 

l\Iyron Beecher Benton, late of Amenia, N. Y., son of William Alfred 
and Betsey ( Reed) Benton, b. Aug. 26, 1834; d. Nov. 24, 1902; m. May 
25, 1871, at .Fishkill, N. Y., .l\Iary Anna, dau. of Abel and Phebe (Hal
lock) Adams of Poughkeepsie, N. Y., b. l\Iay 30, 1840; d. Dec. 10, 1896. 
A descendant of Edward the emigrant and Alice (Purden) Benton.-Fam. 
Rec. 2. "A farmer all his days," writes his brother Charles Edward, "a 
lover of country life, possessing literary and artistic tastes, enjoying a wide 
acquaintance and friendship with the foremost literary men and women of 
his Llay and himself an accomplished writer of both prose and poetry, 
leaving enough good material for several volumes." We retain a delight
ful recollection of our extended correspondence with this accomplished 
gentleman and scholar; and especially of a day spent in his hospitable 
home, near Amenia, in August, 1898. 

l\Iiss Sarah Adelaide Benton, late of South Manchester, Hartford Co., 
Conn., dau. of Rev. Sanford and Abigail (Kenneson) Benton, and great 
granddaughter of Samuel and Jane (Bradley) Benton, b. Nov, 22, 1848, 
at Mystic Bridge, Conn.; d. Sept. 23, 1903.-Fam. Rec. 14. "A woman 
of rare culture and refinement," whom I had the pleasure of calling upon 
in her home at South Manchester, in Aug. 1902; and also of meeting her 
brother Sanford M. Benton, at the same time and place, in his office of 
town clerk. It was through a letter of inquiry from :Miss Benton in 1894, 
and subsequent letters, that I became interested in the family genealogy. 

Rev. Stephen Olin Benton, son of Rev. Josiah Towne Benton, grand
son of Rev. Erastus and Almira (Towne) Benton and great-grandson of 
Adonijah and Ann (Post) Benton of Tolland, Conn.-Fam. Rec. 25. Born 
Apr. 30, 1849, at .l'tliddletown, Conn.; m. June 22, 1869, l\Iiss Ellen M. 
Taft, at Stafford Springs, Conn. He is one of the secretaries of the Mis
sionary Society of the Methodist Epiacopal Church, with rooms at 150 
Fifth Avenue, New York. 

"\"\\lliam Kinkead Benton, lawyer, Cincinnati, Ohio, son of Mortimer 
Murray and Angelina (Clemons) Benton, and grandson of Joseph and 
Aney (Reynolds) Benton.-Fam. Rec. 24.-b. Oct. 6, 1851, at Coving
ton, Ky.; m, June 24, 1870, Miss Emma Hart of that city. His brother, 
Rev. Mortimer Murray Benton, an Episcopal minister at Louisville, Ky. ; 
b. Feb. 18, 1841, at Covington, Ky.; m. July 14, 1869, Miss Bettie Dupuy 
Terry of Louisville, Ky. 

l\Irs. Sarah E. Davenport of Bath, N. Y., dau. of James and Harriet 
(Robie) Lyon, and granddaughter of Moses H. and Sarah (Benton) Lyon. 
-Fam. Rec. 32.-b. Feb. 19, 1847, at Bath; m. June 11, 1879, John 
Davenport, b. May 10, 1835; d. l\Iay 5, 1895. Miss Harriet Nancy Lyon, 
with whom we have had much agreeable correspondence, b. June 13, 1861, 
resides also at Bath, as likewise does their only brother, Reuben Robie 
Lyon, a lawyer, b. Mar. 2, 1857; m. Apr. 22, 1885, Emma L. Kemp, b. 
Sept. 25, 1859. 
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Mrs. Amorette E. Fraser, 226 Quincy St., Brooklyn, N. Y., dau. of 
Jonas Harrington and Ruby Benton, and granddaughter of Levi, Jr., and 
Nancy (Parker) Benton.-Fam. Rec. 24.-b. 1836; m. 1856, Jefferson 
Fraser. Children: 1 . .Archer H., b. 1857 ; d. 1858. 2. Arthur C'., b. 
1859; m, Rose l\fcLane. 3 . .Anna M., b. 1861. 4. George H., b. 1863, 
5. Charles K, b. 1866. 6. Herbert J., b. 1872; m. Adelaide Hall. 

1\Irs. Sarah Jane Gray, of Pokagon, Cass Co., Mich., dau. of Thomas 
and·Margaret·tHavens)Briggs and·granddaughter of Robert Havens and 
Hannah Benton, a dau. of Levi and Mary ('Voodworth) Bentou.-Fam. 
Rec. 24.-b. Nov. 6, 1841, in Vigo Co., Ind.; m. Feb. 19, 1860, in same 
county, l\Ioses V. Gray, b. May 25, 1835, in Hamilton Co., Ohio. 

Mrs. Laura Maria Hart, of Wilton, Fairfield Co., Conn., b. Oct. 1. 1847, 
at Ira, N. Y.; m. Sept. 3, 1873, at Cato, N. Y., to Rev. William D. Hart, 
b. Apr, 16, 1843, at Ira; dau. of Rev. John l\Iilton Shepar!l, b. l\Iay 25, 
1825, at Troy, Penn.; m. Dec. 29, 1846; d. ,June 1, 1853, at Ira, and l\Ia
tilda (Willey) Benton, b. Aug. 24, 18:24, at Ira; d. Apr. 13, 1906, at '\Vil
ton, Conn. ; buried beside her husband at Cato, N. Y. ; and grandtlaughter 
of Dr. Allen and Deborah ( Willey) Benton-Fam. Rec. 28.-We have 
had a large and enjoyable correspondence with her for several years. 

Charles '\Villiam l\Ianwaring, late of Hartford, Conn., b. l\fay 9, 1829; 
cl. Aug. 19, 1905; buried at Norwich, Conn. Genealogist, and compiler 
of the Yaluable work, "Early Connecticut Probate Records," of which we 
own its three volumes. Our faithful correspondent ; the diligent cullector 
of the material of this book relating to the llentons an!l Stockings of Hart
ford; the noble-hearted, courteous gentleman, whom we twice had the 
pleasure of visiting in his home, at 25 Mather St., in that city. 

Mrs. Cornelia Catherine Simpson of Bear Lake, Manistee Co., 3Iich., 
b. Dec. 27, 1844, near Detroit, Mich.; m. in 1864, Thomas Simpson. A 
dau. of Abner 1-V. and Maria Benton; grand(laughter of Calvin aml. Lois 
(Barden) Benton, and great granddaughter of Levi and l\Iary (Wootlworth) 
Benton.-Fam. Rec. 24. 

Frederick l\lorgan Steele, 3957 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, b. Nov. 27, 1851, 
at Albauy, N. Y.; m. Nov. 6, 1883, Ella Amanda, dau. of William H. H. 
Pratt, a descendeut of Thomas Pratt of Watertown, N. Y. Son of .John 
F. and Frances l\Iary (Steele) Steele of Albany, N. Y.; a descendant of 
both brothers, John Steele 1st Colonial Secretrtry of Conn. anrl George 
Steele. A descendant of Ebenezer, son of Andrew ii. and Martha (Spen
cer) Brnton of Hartford, Conn., bapt. Oct. 18, 1696, and Elizabeth, dau. 
of Jolm \rhite of l\foldletown, Conn., bapt .. June 11, Hi9K; buried l\Iar. 9, 
1791 ; al~o of Abigail, dau. of ,Jacob and Abigail (Carter) Benton of 
Hartfonl, b. Sept. 18. bapt. Sept. 19, 1725; d. l\lar. 4, 1764; m. Timothy 
Dodd, bapt. Aug. 17, 17:U; d. Feb. 21, 1774.-Fam. Rec. 3, 9. 

REv. '\YALTER BEXTOX. 
(By his son, Jou:s H. BE:sTo:<1.) 

IN "A Brief Sketch <~f the Life m,d Lubors" of our father, pul,lished 
by him iu .June, 1878, for•· (listributiou amoug his childreu. relatives and 
friendi;," he relates that at the time (178~1) his father, Varid Benton, re-
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moved from Berkshire County, Mass., to New York, the country was so 
sparsely settled that it was said there were only three white women in 
eleven contiguous counties; and these, presumably, were his wife and 
the wives of his brother Caleb and their uncle Levi Benton. It was 
under the auspices of his brother Caleb, who, a few years previously, had 
become the agent of Phelps and Gorham for the sale of lands in the exten
sive. ~I"_:l~Lof_ ,y_liicA !!!_e_y ~~!e . .En.!~!ees, t;Ji::i.t David a~d ~eviBenton .with 
their families became pioneers in the unnroken wilderness of this promised 
land. Their lands were near each other on the west side of Seneca Lake, 
and in the settlement of boundary lines, David's fell within Ontario County 
and Levi's within Yates. David Benton's family consisted of his wife and 
their sons Henry and George, of the age of four and two years, respectively, 
and in the following year ( 1890) a daughter, afterwards Mrs. Sarah Lyon, 
was added to the parental care and solicitude. Levi Benton's was four 
sons and four daughters. 

The Indians were "numerous, jealous, troublesome, revengeful," a con
stant menace to the peace and safety of the pale face intruders upon their 
domain. On several occasions his father narrowly escaped their vengeance, 
and in one instance, as the writer has heard him relate, he was pursued a 
considerable distance by one of them, and more than once, by skilful dodg
ing, avoided the hurled tomahawk of the irate savage. 

After a residence of thirty years in the state, during which he followed 
farming and finally keeping public house in conjunction with it, he re
moved with his family to what was then known as the far west. In April, 
18l!l, they embarked in a family boat at Olean, New York, and were 
borne upon the Alegheny and Ohio Rivers to a point near Charlestown, 
Indiana, and settled at Brownstown, the county-seat of Jackson County, 
the future home of the parents and two of their sons, William David and 
the subject of the sketch. The author states that in the spring of 1820, he 
returned to New York on horseback, a distance of 650 miles, which was 
accomplished in twenty-one days, its purpose being the collection of bills 
for his father. The journey was repeated in the fall of that same year, 
and returning the following spring (1821), he brought with Lim his newly 
married first wife. Their wedded life was, however, of brief duration, for 
in a couple of years she fell a victim to the prevailing malaria of the lo
cality, largely occasioned by overflowed lands from a mill-dam near the 
town. .A son Albert, who survived her, lived to the age of seventy-seven 
years; and although our half-brother only, his interest in the family his
tory, our warm attachment for each other and his fondness for his kinrlred, 
abide with me as a pleasant memory. They first lived in a cabin adjoin
ing his father's, which was situated on the crest of the hill near the south 
entrance to what is now Fairview Cemetery. From this they removed in 
1821 to a purchased tract of 160 acres about four miles east of the town 
on what was then known as the Yankee road. Here they dwelt in a cabin 
of two rooms built of hewed poplar logs. In the spring of 1823 they 
moved back to the town, and he began merchandizing in one of the apart
ments of a double hewed log house that stood on the site of the future two
story frame building in which he lived until his death. It was in the 
primitive structure that the wife died in September of that year. In 1826 
he bought his father's farm of 130 acres, situated on the north and west 
sides of the town. The parchment patents for 68 acres of this land, and for 
the 160 acre tract east of the town, granted in 1825, bear the autograph sig
nature of the President, John Quincy Adams, but signed as J. Q. Adams. 
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Besides these we have the patents of eight other tracts, aggregating 400 
acres, that were issued during the presidencies of Jackson and Van Buren. 
The ownership in 1851 of about 1000 acres, mostly productive river-bottom 
land, made him, probably, the largest real estate owner in the county at 
that time. "But finding," as he states, " that the care and management of 
so much land required too much of his time and attention, and coming to 
regard it as a real incumbrance, he began to dispose of it by sales, and giv
ing the proceeds in part to his children, till he had reduced his possessions 
in this ·kind of property to 20 acres." And he adds that lie a does ·not 
remember ever having purchased or sold land and regretted the trans
action." In 1826 or 18ll7, the county's court-house, a double story, hewed
log building, located on the east side of the public square, was abandoned 
for a more pretentious and commodious one of brick that occupied the 
center of the square. He became the purchaser of the retired structure 
and " converted it into a church, with pulpit, seats and galleries " ; and 
although it was principally occupied by the Methodist, it was freely avail
able for occupancy by other denominations as occasion might require. The 
Baptists in particular having regularly held their monthly meetings in it 
for a number of years. It was also occupied for school purposes, free of 
charge, <luring the summer months, until the building of a school-house 
beyond "the branch," in 1839 or 1840. In 1841 it was sold and the pro
ceeds donated to the building of the frame meeting-house that was erected 
that year at the northeast corner of Poplar and Spring streets. 

The subject of religion early engaged his attention, doubtless due to the 
precepts and example of his devoutly pious mother; for, when a lad of ten 
or twelve years, as he relates, he went a distance of five miles, and in
vested the first dollar he ever owned in a Bible that he might call his own 
-" which," as he further states, "he began to read, striving to conform 
his life to its blessed precepts and measuring his conduct by its standards, 
finding it adapted to the reproof and correction of the errors of his yonth, 
a means of instruction and guidance in middle life, and an abiding treasure 
for t4e comfort and consolation of his declining .years." It was not, how
ever, until his nineteenth year of age that he professed faith in Christ as 
his Sal'iour, or, using his own words, that he was "convicted of sin and 
converted to God," and that he united with the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. This occurred in 1818, during a revival of religion at Bellona, 
Yates Co., N. Y., while he was clerking in a store at that place. In 1825 
he was appointed a class-leader, a relation to the church in which he con
tinued for many years; and in 1832 he was licensed as a local preacher, 
and shortly afterward preached his first sermon in the home of l\Irs. Fanny 
Langley, near Vallonia, having for his text, 1 Cor. 2: 9, and the last was 
in Brownstown, December 15, 1889, a few months only prior to his death. 
An interval of nearly sixty years, during which he was abundant in labors 
in the cause which he had most at heart, as his memoranda of nearly a 
thousand sermons preached at different places in the county and elsewhere 
bear ample witness. At a confereuce at Jeffersonville, in Sept., 1871, he 
reached the acme of his ministerial aspiration by his ordination as an elder 
in the church at the hands of Bishop Levi Scott. 

In 1848, he became a charter nwmber of a lodge of Good Templars at 
Brownstown, and becoming interested in the cause of temperance he 
tra ,·eled extensively, delivering addresses and organizing lodges of the order. 
He was a delegate to several grand lodges, and also to the national grand 
lodges that met at Chicago, at Hamilton, Canada ·west, and Indiana1JOlis, 
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Indiana. From the one at Hamilton, accompanied by his wife, they re
turnerl to their home by the way 0£ New York, visiting, after an aLsence 
of thirty-six years, his brother and two sisters at Bath, and also the place 
of his birth in Ontario County - "preaching at different times during the 
several weeks of his visit to the scenes and among the kindred and a,soci
ates Qfh_i§_e3crly life.". 

From 1823, when he began merchandizing for himself, until 1860, ex
cept the seven years of public office, he was engaged in that business iu 
connection with the management of his farm adjoining the town, ancl in 
renting and leasing his other lands. His several years 0£ experience at 
clerking in stores, beginning at the age of fourteen years, had well fitted 
him for entrance upon his life's principal pursuit. And it is with a feel
ing of no little pride that he relates that while yet a youth, he was en
trusted with the entire care and management of a dry-goods store owned 
by his father and brother George, at Bellona, N. Y., and that he" made 
for them about $1,000, clear money," in about a couple of years. 1¥ e 
ha\'e a memorandum book of his personal accounts, kept in 1815, when 
sixteen years of age, and for neatness, accuracy, orderly arrangement and 
excellency of penmanship, we have not known it surpassed at any time by 
any person of equal age. Promptness, order and method were character
istics of his life and observant iu all his affairs. The court of which he 
was for seven years the clerk, has never had a more careful, methodical or 
competent officer. And in this connection he says somewhat exultingly 
that he " does not remember ever having engaged in any temporal enter
prise in which be was not measurably successful." In 1822 he was ser
geant major of the 17th regiment of the state militia, and he probably held 
other and higher rank preliminary to his election to its lieutenant colonelcy 
in 1826, and with reference to his promotion, he says, he "equipped himself, 
became ac!1uainted with the tactics and took great pleasure in performing 
the duties of the office." His commission, given by the governor, J. Brown 
Ray, dated July 11, 1826, and indorsed with his resignation, Dec. 30, 1830, 
in the well-known writing of Andrew C. Griffith, aid de camp to "William 
l\Iarshall, major-general, 4th division, Indiana llilitia, is in my posses6ion, 
as also an official order adllressed to him as sergeant-major, and a note from 
several of his supporters informing him of his election as lieutenant colonel. 
And I may here add that my father has honored me with the possession of 
his official documents, for besides those already named, I hold his commis
sions as clerk of the court and recorder of the county, and the highly 
prized parchment of his eldership ordination. 

The regimental muster of those former days was the surpassing event of 
the year, The formation of the regiment on the public square under the 
spirit-stirring music of drum and fife, the plumed officers, the march on Wal
nut 8treet to the fields west of the town, the drilling, skirmishing an,l 
m:111c.euvring of the martial forces in mimic warfare, and the onlooking 
crowd of admiring non-combatants, still dwell in our memory as one of the 
chiefest delights of our boyhood years. And we are able from certain data 
before us to record as a historical fact that the last of these annual mili
tary displays in our town was on Saturday, October 13, 1838. 

The official order and election notification of which mention is made, 
were published in our town paper, a few years ago, and are reproduced 
here, as follows : 
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TWO ANCIENT DOCUMENTS. 

Editor of the Brownstown BANNER : 
We send you for publication copies of a couple of documents relating to 

the old militia system of our state, that may prove of interest to a few of 
your readers at least, who are able to recall the annual regimental musters 
at our town-then the great event, the field day of the year. We retain 
a distinct recollection of a number of_ the perni:m.Jl named Jil them.; but think 
it quest1oiiabfe whether a _score of -your readers can say as much. Both 
papers are of expert penmanship, but wholly void of punctuation. The 
copies follow the originals iu word and letter, and we request that they ap
pear so in their publication. 

No. 1. 

REGUIENT.A.L ORDERS 
Brownstown June 14th 1822 

Walter Benton 
Sir You are hereby notified agreeable to a Brigade Order The offi

cers of the seventeenth Regiment will meet at Columbus on the Third 
Thursday of Septr next armed and equiped as the law directs for the pur
pose of a Drill Muster-prepared for camp duty-and to continue on the 
ground two days 

By order of the Coln! Commanding 
Daniel Waldron Jr 

Adjt 17th Regt Ia l\Ia 
The order is addressed to Walter Benton Sergent l\fajor 17th Regt 

Inda Melitia 

No. 2. 

Brownstown June 25th 1826 
Coln! Walter Benton 

Sir 
Permit us Sir to congratulate you on the Fortunate Result of 

your Election and had we language to Express the reciprocity of our feel
ings we should do it at Length Your Presence Forthwith Requested at 
l\Ir McCabes 

We are Sir with High Consideration 
Yours Respectfully 

James Grant 
Benjamin Carter 
Joseph Brown 
Saml Tate 
Francis B. Miller 

John Elliott Coln 
Thos Hight P. M. 
Job Carter Lieut 
Jesse Burrell Lieut 
Saml Stanley 4th Corporal 
Brison Millee 3d Corporal 
Bartholomew Burrell privt 
Wm. Driskill 
Hiram Kress 
Wm l\L Hays 

As election to-office in those days meant "settin 'em up for the crowd," 
and the JUr. McCabe of the congratulatory note, was a vender of ardent 
"spirits," the presumption is that the thirsty ones were thoroughly satu-
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rated, after the custom of the times, at our father's proper costs and 
charges. He was not called to the ministry of the Gospel untill 1832. 

Washington, D. C. 
1\Iay 24, 1901." 

Very respectfully, 
JOHN H. BENTO~. 

Early in 1876 our father's eyes were affected by cataracts, and by 
December of the following year their sight was so impaired as led to an 
operation by a Doctor Thompson of Indianapolis, for removal of the one 
in the right eye, but failing of the desired object, it was repeated in Feb
ruary, 1878, and this also failing to restore vision, consequent perhaps upon 
a resulting severe inflammation, he accepted with Christian fortitude, with
out murmur or complaint, a condition of total blindness for the remainder 
of his days on earth. 

We last visited him in the summer of 1889, accompanied by his name
sake, our little grandson, ,v alter Benton Payne, and he then appeared, 
although in the ninety-first year of his age, about as well and active, and 
fully as cheerful, contented and happy as he describes himself in the fol
lowing paragraph of his Sketch, with which we conclude our tribute to his 
memory: 

"The author and subject of this Slcetch is now in his eightieth year - is 
in good health-has not been sick in fifteen years (typhoid fever, the 
only sickness we ever knew him to have-J. H. B.); has a good appetite; 
sleeps well; has a suitable home for himself and family, with all necessary 
conveniences, and with a sufficient income to supply all his essential wants, 
and with a kind family to comfort and cheer him and minister to his tem
poral necessities. Fo·r all of which blessings he is grateful to the Giver of 
every good and perfect gift. He really enjoys life, is contented and happy 
in his condition, and does not know in what circumstances he could be 
placed in this world that would render him more so. In addition to all 
this, he has a bright scriptural prospect of a blessed immortality in a land 
whose inhabitants live forever and enjoy all that their natures, purified 
from sin, are capable of enjoying." 

PRESS NOTICES OF His DEATH. 

From the extended notices of his death and life that were published in 
the papers oi his town, much of whioh appears in the preceding sketch, the 
following extracts are taken : 

The Jackson County News of April 9, 1890. 

"DEAD! 

THE REv. ,vALTER BENTON HAs GoNE To THE BETTER WoRLD. 

" It is with feelings of deepest sorrow that we chronicle the death of 
the venerable Rev. Walter Benton, who passed peacefully away at fifteen 
minutes past eight o'clock, Thursday morning, April 3, 1890. . . . . 
Two days before his death he called his children about his bedside and 
counseled them in kind and pathetic words to live with a view to the life 
eternal, telling them that for many years it had been his custom to pray 
daily for his children and grandchildren and for all who were near and 
dear to him. "Cncle Walter is no more, but though his body 



38 

lies in yonder graveyard his spirit is in heaven. His memory will live in 
Brownstown, though his familiar form is seen here no more. 
The funeral took place on Sunday afternoon. The remains were taken 
to the Methodist church, where very appropriate and deeply impressive 
services were conducted by the Rev. Charles Tinsley, assisted by the Rev. 
Warren W. Reynolds, his sons-in-law, the Rev. C. ,v. Tinsley a grandson 
of the deceased, and the Rev. 1V. N. Fletcher, the pastor of the church. 
The foneral,1,ag largely attended bythe people of the town and from other 
places. After the services were concluded, the casket was placed in the 
Yestibule that all present might take a last look upon the familiar features 
of uncle 1\' alter Benton. The remains were then conveyed to the new 
cemetery for interment.'' · 

The Brownstown Banner of April 10, 1890. 
"0BITl'ARY. 

"Rev. Walter Benton was born near Geneva, Ontario county, New York, 
lHay 7th, 1799, and died April 3d, 1890, aged 90 years, 10 months and 
26 days. 

( Here followed an extended account of his life, condensed from his 
sketch. Two of its items were omitted from our sketch, but are given now. 
The first one for reason that it bears the name of a preacher, whom we 
distinctly remember as being in charge of the church at Brownstown in 
1835-36). 

In 1825 there was a great revival of religion in Brownstown, under the 
labors of the Rev. Ebenezer Patrick, a local preacher from Salem-a class 
was formed, of which 1\Ir. Benton became a member and was appointed its 
leafler. In 1868 he became verv much interested in the con
dition of prisoners and visited jails and penitentiaries regularly in this and 
other states. In one year he wrote 300 letters to prisoners besides other 
labors. One man, a prisoner over a hundred years of age, was converted 
aud baptized by him. l\Ir. Benton's whole life has been a busy and 
devoted one-cheerful and self-reliant, he was a man of the kindliest feel
ing and the strictest integrity. He made it his study to do good and to 
deal justly. He was not a speculator, especially in mature years. His 
benevolence ever took a practical turn. This is seen in the large number 
of chilclren he raised, and besides seven of his own there were 28 others, 
most of whom he aided in housekeeping. He has had 40 grandchildren 
and 41 great-grandchildren. 

He was a man of staunch integrity, one of noble impulses, strictly con
scientious aud just to all. As a business man he was methodical, syste
matic and thoughtful, prompt to meet every engagement and exceedingly 
careful to fulfil his promises. Gratitude for any favors was a prominent 
feature of his character. His life was a blessing to the community and 
being dead his works do follow him. The close of his life was calm and 
peaceful. After five dayH of sickness he passed away to his eternal home.'' 

The funeral notice read as follows : 
BExrox.-At his home in Brownstown, April 3, 1890, at 8.15 A. )r., REV• 

\V ALTER BEXTOX, aged 90 years, 10 months and 26 days. 
* * • * • • 

The funeral services will be held at the M. E. Church on Sunday, April 6th, 
at 1 o'clock, P. M., conducted by Rev. Chas. Tinsley, assisted by Hev. -w. ,v. 
Reynohls, Rev. C. w. Tinsley aucl Rei·. W. N. Fletcher, after which the remains 
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will be conveyed to the New Cemetery and deposited in their final resting 
place. 

Yourself and family are respectfully imited to attend. 

Ralph Applewhite, 
R. M. J. Cox, 
John H. Burrell, 

Pall Bearers. 
O. F. Lawell, Sr., 
F. M. Miller. 
James B. Stilwell. 

MRs. HETTY (VERMILYA) BENTON. 
(By her son, Jom, H. BEYTOY.) 

Oen mother, a daughter of Edward and Joanna (Wright) Vermilya, 
was a descendant in the filth degree from Isaac Vermilya, son of John and 
:l\Iarie (Roublet) Vermilya, who was born in London in 1601, and came 
to America from LayJen, Holland, in 1662, and settled at New Harlem, 
in the Dutch colony of New Amsterdam, then under the governorship of 
Peter Stuyvesant. 

Isaac Vermilya and his only son, Johannes, who came with him to 
America, lived and died in New Harlem. The latter's son John and his 
son Abraham lived near Yonkers in W-estchester county, while ·William, 
a son of Abraham and Mehetabel Vermilya, who married Phebe Hustis, 
moved with his family to Delaware county, where he died near Halcotts
ville in 1803. Shortly after his death Edward Vermilya, his oldest son, 
moved with his family, consisting then of his wife and threa children, to 
Dutchess (now Putnam) county, where our mother was born, l\Iay 1, 
1803. She was given the Bible name of Mehetabel, but was known 
through life by its modified form of "Hetty". This name, as well as that 
of her eldest sister Phebe, given them in honor of paternal grandmothers, is 
still perpetuated in different branches of the family, and will doubtless so 
continue for generations to come. Edward Vermilya's home in Putnam 
county was on the east side of Lake JI.Iahopac, and in l\Iay, 1818, he moved 
from there with his family of nine children to Salem, Indiana, where the 
mother died in July and the father in October of that same year. The 
father dying, as we have often heard our mother say, of a broken heart 
occasioned by the loss of his wife, so soon after reaching their new home in 
a new country. The eldest daughter, Phebe, then in her twenty-fourth 
year, shortly after the death of the parents, became the wife of David 
Burr, an intelligent, prosperous person and one of the noblest of men. 
They exercised a parental care over the orphaned family, and through 
their social position and counsel, the sons arrived at respected manhood, 
and the daughters, in early marriageable age, were wedded to men of first 
respectability, who were known as good and provident husbands. 

My mother's first husband was Albert Banks, to whom she was married 
in Brownstown, July 24, 1821. They lived on a farm in Grassy Fork 
township, three or four miles from the town. We have no recollection of 
ever having heard her mention any matter in connection with their mar
ried life, other than that of riding on horseback, back and forth, between 
the town and their home in the country, and that he died of consumption. 
That he was engaged in farming at the time of their marriage may be in
ferred from the fact of his having bought a yoke of oxen at a cost of ninety 
dollars, January 4, 1820, for which payment in full was made, l\Iarch 16, 
1823, as appears from a receipt of the latter date, drawn by his own hand. 
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That he was an educated man and a good penman, is apparent from the 
handwriting and the grammatical construction of the receipt, which is of 
unusual length; and it may be inferred that he was also possessed of literary 
taste from his ownership of a copy of Milton's Paradise Lost and Regained. 
The receipt and the well preserved book, the latter published in Boston in 
1796, and bearing the words "Albert Banks' property," in the same hand
writing as that of the receipt, are in our possession. He was buried in the 
old graveyard at Brownstown, where his tombstone may be seeu with this 
inscription : 

In Memory of 
Albert Banks 

who died Octr. 
15, 1823-Aged 26. 

That our mother was wanting in respect to the memory of her deceased 
husband, is not to he supposed from her having received in a couple of 
months after his death, and probably accepted, an invitation to an evening 
party, as follows : 

CHRISTMAS PARTY. 

The company of Mrs. Banks is solicited to a party at the house of Mr. 
Sam'l Peck in Salem on 24th ins't at 4 o'clk P.M. 

Salem 12 Dec'r 1823. 
James C. Kelso } 
James S. Kelly Managers. 
A. Worth 

For, knowing her noble nature and womanly instincts, we cannot con
ceive it possible, if present, that she could have demeaned herself other
wise than with the strictest propriety that might be expected of one so 
recently bereft of a husband. Nor is she to be judged uncharitably, con
sidering her orphanage and widowhood, and her dependence upon others, 
that she should, in a little less than six months from his death, have en
tered anew into the marriage relation. For on the 31st of March, 1824, 
she was married to our father, who was himself a widower of only six 
months. 

A letter of hers addressed to him the day before their marriage, well 
written in a plain, round hand, is inserted here for the benefit of her de· 
scendants, and exactly as written, in letter, word and punctuation. 

"Tuesday l\Iorning March 30th 1824 
Dear Walter 

I have been talking with Mrs Burr and she thinks we had better put 
it off untill to morrow evening I think you had better ask l\Ir. Burr to 
spend the Evening with you this Evening and talk to him about it but 
make him promise to not say anything about it Don't tell your parents 
any thing about it till about Sundown to morrow Evening. If you have 
not told .Mr. P--y * any thing about it dont hint it to him. no one 
shall know it from me I am in such A hurry I cant think of any thing 
to write that is worth notice I want you to let me know wl1at 1\Ir Burr 
says about it. This from 

l\Ir. W. Benton." 

"' The P-y for Parsley, we suppose. 

Your affectionate 
HETTY 
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The letter needs no apology: every i dotted and every t crossed; only 
one word misspelled; no gush nor girlish sentimentalism ; but consults her 
sister concerning the event, and requests her affianced to ma:ke the engage
ment known to her sister's husband. These more than compensate for 
the absence of punctuation-four periods excepted-the occasional mis
use of capital letters, and the too frequent recurrence of the phrase-any
thing about it. Having moved to a new and sparsely inhabited country, at 
the age of thirteen, married at the age of sixteen and remarried at nine
teen, the occasional schools of the communities in which she grew to 
womanhood afforded but meagre help to education. She was possessed, 
however, with a bright intellect, was an apt scholar, had a natural gift for 
correct spelling and good penmanship, and in course of time acquired a 
proficiency in the art of letter writing that was the delight and admiration 
of her children and correspondents. 

On our father's succession to the recordership of the county in 1838, 
there was a large accumulation of unrecorded deeds, the fees for most of 
them having been paid, or at least claimed to have been, and the duty of 
recording them had been entailed upon him. And in addition to this, the 
office of clerk of the court was in a like condition of neglect and disorder, 
a state of affairs that required prompt and energetic action in order to put 
both offices under an up-to-date, systematic arrangement. 

Our mother, always on the helping hand where help was needed and 
within the range of her ability, came to the rescue, and very many pages of 
the deed book beginning with our father's induction into office, bear ample 
evidence, not only of her efficiency in relieving the congestion, but of her 
good penmanship, and of her continuance in that line of assistance. 

For a decade or more following their marriage she conducted a millinery 
business, for which she was well fitted by taste and tact. The business, 
which proved to be quite profitable, required for her assistance, from time 
to time, a succession of young women who aspired to an acquaintance with 
the vocation for like adventures of their own. Allusion to the subject 
brings with it a recollection of our mother as she sat with them, all busily 
employed, relating as was her habit some matter of interest drawn from 
reading or observation. "\Ve recall especially her reiterated recitals from 
a retentive memory the sad, true story of "the beautiful and accomplished" 
Charlotte Temple, an English school-girl of good family, who was be
trayed by a young British officer, who brought her to America in the colo
ny days and deserted her. How she found, after neglect and suffering, a 
home in a noble Christian family in New York, where she was cared for 
with parental tenderness, until death from consumption at the age of twenty 
obliterated the memory of her wrongs. Christian burial was given her in 
Trinity churchyard, where we have often gone out of regard for our moth
er's memory and visited the spot where a plain, granite tablet, bearing 
the inscription, CHARLOTTE TE::IIPLE-177 4, marks the grave of the un· 
fortunate young lady. And we have rarely, if ever, seen it when it lacked 
a floral wreath or offering, the tribute of some sympathetic heart like unto 
our mother's. 

And in this connection we may add that we have not known the time, 
while under the parental roof, that our household was without some young 
person to attend to its out-door affairs, and a young woman or two to serve 
at house-keeping under the direction and instruction of our mother. 

As the lives of several of these were more or less interwoven with our 
younger years, we delight to refresh our memory with their names and 
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good qualities. First and foremost among the boys and men comes the 
name of James Umbarger, a most faithful and trusted employee from boy
hood to well advanced manhood ; and of the young women, his sisters, 
Sophia and Minerva Umbarger, the former and younger the immediate 
successor, in 1838, of Ruth Dixon, who occupies first place in my recol
lection of our mother's helpers. With the marriage of l\Iinerva Cmbarger 
in December, 1843, came 1\Iary Wilson and Savilla Willey, and these 
were succeeded by my half brother Albert's daughter l\Iatilda, an"d by 
Phebe and-Hetty Vermilya, the orphan children of our mother's brother 
Solomon. Those who were not of our kindred, like them that were, were 
not accounted servants, but were regarded and treated as members of the 
family. All were married from our home, and all, with one exception, 
found good and faithful husbands. And all were assisted at house-keeping 
for themselves. Our town paper's obituary of our father states; and on 
his authority presumably, that aside from his children, twent.v-eight persons 
had been thus reared in the family; and many of them, besides these that 
are mentioned, have an abiding place in our remembrance. 

HER OBITUARY. 

[PUBLISHED IN The Brownstown Banner OF NOVEMBER 11, 1875, WILLI.HI 
FRYSINGER, EDITOR,] 

DEATH OF MRS. HETTY BENTON. 
" This community wept as the hosts of Heaven rejoiced on Saturday even

ing last, November 6th, 1875, at 5 o'clock, when the spirit of ~lrs. HETTY 
BENTON, wife of Rev. Walter Benton, took its flight from its earthly tene
ment to gather the fruits of a most triumphant victory achieved by her 
over tllP trials and temptations of this life. To us upon earth, Aunt Hetty 
Benton is dead; but while dead to us, yet she lives. 

* * * * * 
In the task now before us, we feel an innate sense of our incompetency 

to do justice to a memory as sacred as that which l\Irs. Hetty Benton has 
left behind. We fain would that another's pen would perform the duty 
which we essay to perform. We fain would that one whose existence 
upon earth has been contemporaneous with the departed throughout her 
lifetime, and who knew her as a child, as a little girl, as a young lady, as 
a wife, as a mother, and also as a grandmother and great-grandmother, 
were here to portray the manifold virtues, gifts and graces which must 
have ever been characteristic of her. Our knowledge extends only over 
the period of our acquaintance with her, dating back to 1861, when we 
came to Brownstown. She was then, as she doubtless was before, and as 
she ever afterward remained, the embodiment of all that was good and 
pure and holy, a living exemplification of true Christian character, afford· 
ing an example of righteousness for righteousness' sake, such as even the 
most devout and consistent church-members might have followed with 
profit to themselves. Her mission was to do good-to ameliorate alike 
the spiritual and physical condition of mankind-and in the various duties 
of that mission her greatest pleasures consisted. Her field of work was 
not measured by narrow sectarian lines, nor by any boundaries of social 
distinction. ,Vhere sickness, sorrow, distress, want or afll.iction of any 
kind existed, none was so ready to minister as l\frs. Hetty Benton. To 
the poor particularly, she had always been as a ministering angel. Not 
only did she care for them tenderly when in the midst of sickness or other 
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affiiciion, but at all times she exercised a watchful care over them and their 
wants. It was her custom frequently to send food or clothing to poor per
sons, studiously striving to leave the recipients in ignorance as to whence 
the gifts came. The poor will look m vain for another friend with kind 
consilkration and open-hearted generosity such as distinguished Aunt 
Hett)' Benton. 

* * * * * 
'Tis common, in conversation relating to departed persons, to speak of 

thefr faults i:ff·connection with- their virtues. Mrs. Benton will prove an 
exception to this rule. She had no faults-nay, not even a failing. If 
ever there lived a woman who discharged her every duty to her God, her 
church, her husband, her children, anrl her fellow-crea.tures with unerring 
fidelity, that woman was Mrs. Hetty Benton. At all times and under all 
circumstances she was the same devout and zealous Christian-the same 
faithful and dutiful wife-the same tender and affectionate mother-the 
same warm-hearted and generous friend-the same kind and affable neigh
bor-the same watchful and charitable ministering angel of the poor and 
needy. We look around us and call to mind many good and noble Chris
tian ladies; but there is not one who can fill the place made vacant by Aunt 
Hetty Benton's death. 

The immediate cause of Mrs. Benton's death was typhoid pneumonia, 
after a severe illness of two weeks, during which she at times suffered in• 
tense agony. For several days preceding her death she was speechless 
and unconscious. After she took sick, she had a premonition that the day 
of her llissolution was near at hand, and she availed herself of her rational 
moments to call her children and grandchildren to her bedside and plead 
with them to lead pure and holy lives, avoiding evil of every description. 
At the time of her death, Mrs. Benton was 70 years 6 months and 6 days 
of age. During the past 48 years she had been a member of the M. E. 
Church. She was a member of the first class organized in the church at 
Brownstown many years ago, and ever afterward took an active interest 
in all ciass, prayer and other meetings. In her death the church has lost 
one of its brightest jewels. 

The funeral of Mrs. Benton took place on Monday afternoon. Her re
mains were taken to the Methodist Church, where most appropriate and 
deeply impressive cen•monies were held. The services were opened by 
Rev. ,,·. S. Falkenburg, during which he delivered one of the most fervent, 
soul-touching prayers to which we ever listened, bringing tears to the eyes 
of many in the congregation. The discourse was preached by Rev. Charles 
Tinsley, & son-in-law of the deceased, from the 13th verse of the 14th 
chapt<:r of Revelation : 

And [ heard a voice from heaven ss.ying unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead 
which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, ss.ith the Spirit, that they may 
rest from their labors; and their works do follow them. 

The sermon was admirably adapted to the solemn occasion, and delivered 
-with great fervency. The eulogy pronounced upon the deceased was a 
most just and truthful tribute to her character. Every syllable of praise 
uttered liy the speaker found a responsive echo in the heart of every one 
of the large congregation present, and with none more heartily than those 
who knew her best. After the services, the coffin was opened, and an op
portunity given all to take a farewell look of her whom we all loved so 
well-of her of whom it may truthfully be said she was the noblest and 
the best of us all. The body was then conveyed to the family burial 
ground, where it now slumbers in peace." 
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MRS. HETTY BENTON. 
(BY HER PASTOR. In The Guide to Holiness, New York.) 

Mrs. Hett9 Benton, wife of Rev. Walter Benton, departed this life at 
Brownstown, Ind., Nov. 6, 1875, in the seventy.first year of her age. 

When the grim monster enters the field of the Church, and bears away 
one of the pillars, the whole fabrfotreI!lbl,\llli.JIU.ch.a one is always missed. 
The'Cleatlr angethovefed over-our town a few days since, and bore away 
one, who, in all probability, will be missed more than any other of our So
ciety. 

For forty-eight years she has been a member of the M.E. Church, filling 
her place in the prayer circle, the class room, and the public congregation; 
and not only this, but she had a place in the heart of every member of the 
community. Lovely ·and loving, she won by her gentleness and Christian 
kindness the respect of even the most depraved, until by her Christian in
fluence she swayed the entire community. The secret of her success was 
in the fact that she " walked with God. " 

For twenty-three years she has lived in the enjoyment of the blessing of 
perfect love, and her rich" experience was to the Christian what "a river 
of water in a dry place" is to a famishing traveller. During all these years 
she has been a constant reader of the Guide, and loved it next to her Bible. 

When Sister Benton died, the poor of this community lost a very dear, 
and a very attentive friend. She was not of those that give nothing ; her 
hand was always open-her charities were many, and of that character 
that put her to much personal inconvenience. . 

None ever came to her door for food or clothes, or even a drink of water, 
but that she gave it "in the name of a disciple." 

Space will not permit me to speak of her many virtues and Christian 
graces; but she is gone. The mother of the Church is gone, and the "babes 
in Christ" will feel keenly their loss. But we Jive in hope of a glorious 
reunion beyond .the sky. But who will take her place? May God raise 
up an Elisha to bear the mantle of this departed saint. 

A large family mourn their loss, but none so deeply as her aged com
panion. For fifty-two years they trod the pathway of life together; hand 
in hand they led each other through the smooth, and over the rough places 
of these low grounds. 

They will not be separated long. 
W. S. FALKENB"GRG, 

GEORGE VERMILYA BENTON. 
(BY HIS BROTHER, JOHN H. BE:XTO~.) 

His personality, and the estimation in which he was held by the com
munity in which his life was mainly spent, may be drawn from the notices 
of his death and life that appeared in the three different newspapers of 
the county, their editors being numbered among his more intimate personal 
friends. Omission is made of the appalling details of his tragic death, it 
being sufficient to state that while returning with his wife from a visit to 
an uncle and friends in Tama City, Iowa, he was killed by an express 
train at Rockford, Indiana, within a half hour's run of his own home, 
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about 9 o'clock on Wednesday night, September 29, 1875. He had for 
several weeks been under treatment for severe nervous prostration, and the 
malady, as may readily be supposed, was greatly increased by the fatigue 
and excitement of so distant a journey, and as a consequence his death 
was a result of superinduced mental aberration. 

The startling event was announced to his town's people by an "Extra" 
of the Brownstown Banner, at an early hour the following morning, Sept. 
30._ . Aftt1Lr_elating the circumstances of incurrence, it said : "A cloud of 
darkness hangs over our town ifiis morning, and the terrible death that 
Mr. Benton has met forms the theme of conversation at family firesides, in 
stores and offices, and in groups upon the streets. All feel that our town 
has lost one of its most enterprising and valuable citizens. His family 
have the heartfelt condolence of the community at large in the terrible 
affliction that has befallen them. Benton had but recently completed the 
forty-eighth year of his age. 

In our next issue we shall give full particulars of the death of Mr. Ben
ton, in connection with a sketch of his life." 

The Seymour Democrat, edited by H. l\L Beadle, said the same day, 
Sept. 30: "JI.Ir. Benton has been many years a prominent merchant of 
Brownstown, and has accumulated considerable wealth. He was close 
and exact in his dealings, and very painstaking and particular. He de
lighted in details and figures and dates. He was one of the most thorough 
and accomplished accountants we ever met, and was extremely cautious 
and careful as a business man. He was in the prime of life with every
thing around him that could make life desirable. It is with feelings of 
unspeakable horror that we contemplate the sudden and frightful death of 
our eady and staunch friend. Certainly his immediate friends and advi
sers were fearfully culpable in suffering him to travel the country unpro
tected, knowing his state of mind and the decision and resolution of the 
Benton spirit. \Ve learn that he left home against his will, and that he 
didn't want to return from Iowa when he did. He needed the constant 
supervision of a vigilant eye, swift to detect danger, and a strong arm 
prompt and powerful to protect him from it." 

The Seymour Weekly Times, edited by Dr. J. R. Monroe, in its issue of 
October 2, had the following : 

" TERRIBLE CALAMITY. 

DEATH OF GEORGE V. BENTON. 

" For some four or five weeks, l\Ir. George V. Benton, of Brownstown, 
has been suffering from nervous prostration, and at times his mind seemed 
affected by the disease. He has been under treatment during the time, 
but he apparently got no better, and it was deemed advisable that he 
should take a journey for recreation. He and his wife accordingly went 
to Tama City, Iowa. The trip increased his nervousness, and he seemed 
to be mOl'e restless and nervous than ever, and several times during the 
journey spoke of self destruction as the most ready means to end his 
troubles. He started home day before yesterday, the journey still adding 
to his nervousness. Especially did he become excited amid the confusion 
of a crowd and the rushing of trains. Coming down the" Jeff." road, he 
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t,hought each station this side of Columbus was Seymour, and wanterl to 
get out. At Rockford, where the night trains, each way, pass, he got up 
to get a drink of water, and went out and plunged before the train going 
north, and was instant] y killed.* 

It is useless to give a history of the life of Mr. Benton, whom everybody 
in the county knew. He was a successful merchant, a prompt business 
man, and was possessed with a great public spirit. His prostration was 
caused by his efforts in building the gravel road from Brownstown through 
the riverbotttmIS'; C we shall nexnveek "endeavor to give more fully the 
particulars of his life and character. In the mean time we hope that his 
wife and children, whom he dearly loved, will find consolation in their 
affliction from Him who only can administer it, and find sympathy from 
their many friends. Due notice will be given of the time of the funeral.'' 

The Seymour Demol'rat, edited by H. l\I. Beadle, in its issue of October 
7, had the followimg: 

"Last week it was our melaucholy duty to announce the death of 
George V. Benton, by being crushed by the cars at Rockford, on 1,-ednes
day evening of last week. This week we give what few facts we can 
gather about his life. 

l\Ir. Benton was born iu Brownstown, September 10, 18:27. His father 
is the Rev. Walter Benton, and his mother was Hetty Vermilya, a mem
ber of a family well known to the early settlers of the county. Both his 
parents, and all his brothers and sisters except ·w alter ( who was kilit"d by 
the accidental discharge of a gun) surviYe him. 

l\Ir. Benton received such education as could be obtained in Browns
town, where, in his childhood, were many excellent teachers, and he also 
spent two years [ only one J in Asbury l'nivcrsity at Greencastle. Iutl., 
where he was a classmate of Hon. D. 1V. V oorhecs and Hou, ,Jolla, G. 
Howard of Jeffersonville. After leaving college he went to l\lario11, Im1 .• 
where he spent some. time as clerk of his uncle ,James Sweetser. ,d1ere he 
laid the foundation of iildustry, probity, anrl a thorough business education 
that distinguished him in after years. 

Returning to Brownstown, he married l\Iias Lucy S. Ford, October 10, 
1850, by whom he l1ad five children, four of whom, with their mother, 
survive him. 

He commenced mercantile business for himself in 1851, and continued 
his career as a successful merchant m1til his death. 

He was a member of the l\Iethodist Episcopal Church, having united 
with it in 1870. 

For several weeks before his death he had been sufferiu!! from 11ervous 
prostration, which at times affected his mind " " ~ " 1Vhen he 
went out on the platform of the car, if he had any thought of endiug his 
life it must have occurred to his mind after getting the drink of water, 
for which he left his seat. In the confnsed state of his miud, hearing 

* Our investigation at Rockford a few <lays after the deplorable eyent, led us to 
concur in the opinion of some who were best acqua_inted with its attending circum
stances, that the thought of our brother in that fatal moment was not self ,iestnwtion, 
but standing in darlrness uu a step of the stationary train, be"·ildercd by the bell ring
ing an<l rn:sh of the approaehiug train, anxious to reach ho1ne, and impressed with the 
idea that he ,vas at Sc..:-ymour Hnd the tr,liu "-~as for Brownstown, and not knuwiug 
what he did, and irre,ponsible for the act, he sprang to his !Jody's destruction.
J. H.B. 
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the rush of the coming train, he may have thought of a collision aucl jumped 
from the train to save his life, or he may have thought he was at Seymour, 
and that the coming train was going to Brownstown and endeavored to 
jump upon it [ our theory-,J. H. B.J, or a thought of suicide may have en
terf:'•l bis mind at the moment, as he saw the train approaching. Had his 
mind been clear, he never would have thought of suicide, and he never 
,vo1111l have been led to any false conclusions about the situation. Al
though suffering sey~rely, hi~ malady was such that no apprehension of 
<langer occurred to either his physician or friends. 

Mr. Benton had a strong and decided character. He was an earnest, 
active, industrious man, that sought the advancement of others as well as 
hirn,elf. In his business matters be 'ivas strict, bnt outside of business 
affairs he was very charitable and liberal, and had great public spirit. 
His name is identified with nearly all the public enterprises of the county. 
He bas gone and there is none to take his plaee. The loss of the commu
nity is second only to the loss of bis family, whom he loved with ever
increasing fondne.is. Thousands of people followed him to the grave, 
thus testifying in what esteem he was held. The sympathy of thousands 
of others wa.s expressed in fervent terms, and proved he had not liYed in 
vain." 

T11e S,•.1/mour Times, Dr. J. R. )Ionroe, editor, contained in its issue of 
October l(i, the following sketch which was contributed by the Hon. Jason 
B. Bro1rn, who was intimately acquainted with the per~on of whom he 
wrote. 

"GEORGE V. BENTON, 

" It is no1v nearly three \Yeeks since I was aroused from a deep sleep by 
the Yoice of a frieud at the ,loor of my chamber, calling ont to me • George 
Be11lon is dead.' l\'ever ,vill I forget these solemn words, nor the deep 
feelin:::s of sorrow and sadne~s that instautl.v took possession of me. Had 
the intdligeuce of the death of a near and dear relative been suddenly 
broken to me, my heart would have been scarcel_v less pained. Anrl now, 
as it ahni,ys will be, my mind cannot rest upon his memory without being 
fille(l wich the deepest grief. It is not my purpose or desire to speak of 
the terriuh· clrea!lfol manner in which he met with death, nor of the sad 
afrlietion lie ,mstained a few weeks before his demise. These fads have 
been giwn to the public, aud 1 ,Yill not further disturb the feelings of 
relatives an(1 friends by a repetition of them. I desire to speak of a few 
of those aecumplishments and qualities of which be possessed so manv that 
made him both goorl and eminent. · 

"He ,ms au ~ducated man, not only erlucated in those things pertaining 
to a lrn-.i11f:'H life, but also in those accomnlishments rud branches of learn
ing 1rhich ma,le him highly useful to otltirs and ornamental to society. A 
stuclent at Greencastle in his early youth, he there ac(1nirecl habit, of study 
an,l iiiYestgatiou which he continued almost until his death. His education 
and learning \\'ere broad and comprehensfre, not confined to a siugle or a 
few branches. Perhaps he excellerl in mathematics, but he was almost 
e(1nally well iuformed in all the othPr branches of learning, a thorough 
knowledge of whieh is required to enable one to enter into those intellec
tual fields into which he so often weut. He possesserl an accurate know· 
ledge of the meaning of words anrl how to comhiae them. He was gifted 
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with great freedom of language, and always used it correctly. The lan
guage used by him in ordinary conversation was free from error, and his 
writings were faultless. His ideas were pure and partook largely of origi
nality. Subjects selected by him for investigation were of grave and im
portant character. His mind was both analytical and logical. But the 
grandest of all was the nice, delicate texture of the man, both body and 
mind. There was nothing coarse in him. Neither in his mental or physi
cal organization, nor in his conduct or habits .. Gifted by nature with more 
than ordianlt"rrcapacity, hltvhijt acquired much by study, labor and industry, 
he stood among friends and acquaintances qualified for a teacher and ac
knowledged by all-pre-eminent. 

" He had the highest appreciation of morality, and the strictest regard for 
upright conduct. His example was one at all times well fitted to be fol
lowed. He was free from those things not in themselves vicious, but the 
tendency of which is to direct one in the wrong rather than in the right 
course of life. He always had a great desire to assist others to abstain 
from the wrong, and to pursue the right; and it was a great pleasure to 
him to know that his efforts in that regard had met with success. 

"But I will not pursue further the intellectual and moral character of 
the man. He had other qualities of both mind and heart, equally neces
sary to be possessed to enable a man to stand in the relation to his fellow 
man in which he did. 

"l\Iy acquaintance with him began a little more than fifteen years ago; 
and scarcely had the acquaintance been formed until friendship commenced 
to develope. and continued to grow and develope until it 
ripened into feelings of the strongest affection and regard. I know that 
George Benton was a true, sincere and devoted friend. I know that he 
could brave opposition for a friend, and that he has done it. And my 
opinion that he possessed those enobling qualities of heart and mind which 
qualified him so well for the position of friend and companion, is not 
founded alone upon my own experience and personal relations with him. 
I have not forgotten his conduct toward, and his treatment of others. 
Jovial, kind and obliging. It was a source of gratification and pleasure 
to him to render aid and assistance to others. Of especial advantage 
was he to young men who were starting on a professional career, or 
about to engage in a business life, and I know there are some now 
living, who 'IViil testify to his goodness and kindness to them. Wl1ile 
he lived the poor were not without a friend. He was not foolishly lavish 
in the distribution of charities, but none appearing in want, save the 
impostor, were ever turned away without assistance. The town aud com
munity in which he lived have lost a friend whose place, if ever, will not 
soon be filled. And as time progresses, making her many and mighty 
changes, his friends, citizens of the town, and the public generally, will see 
and feel the great loss they have sustained in his death. 

"But he has gone. The grim messenger has done his dreadful work. 
Cut off in the midst of life without warning, his spirit returned to God who 
gave it. '\Ye mournfully fol1owed his remains to the grave, and committed 
them to the silent casements of the tomb. "\Ve wept tears of sorrow and 
our hearts gaYe sighs of deep affliction and regret. He is dead, but his 
memory lives. Let it not be forgotten. It belongs to us. Let not the 
despoiling influences of time eradicate it from our minds. Let us love and 
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venerate it. Let 1n cherish it both in our heart,; and mi:id,;; a,,,! if nee,1 
be, prot~c:t and defend it. 

Fri,•11d anrl compa-.iion. farev;-ell' forc;;,,;ll '." 
,Jr:sncs. 

Th~ Brownstown Banner, e<:ited by 1YiJfa,•1., Fr:,<:1ger, October i. ln<l 
the follo"·iug: 

"Or:R DEAD 1\nv:,s~u): -
DEATH OF GEORGE V. H,::,;rox l 

A SoRROWFI:L T.\LE ,)r DEATH! 

GEORGE VER~lILYA BExrox was born in Brownstown, Jackson count1, 
1 rnliana. September 10, 1827, and at the time of hi,: death wah 48 yea~-,, 
all([ lU <lays oi age. He was the eldest son oi Rev. 'Walter and ::\frs. Hetty 
Benton. ln his early boyhood rlays, he displayed an adaptability to clerical 
pursnits. and from 1838 to 18H he filled the po~ition of deputy in th,:> 
clerk and recorder's office of this county, under his father, who held that 
odlce. About 1845-6, he attended Ashlmn ·cuh,irsity at Greencastle, 
where he remained two years [ ouly one]. Xext he ,.,·eut to :.farfr,ll, whcrr 
he \\'as employed as clerk in the store ownerl by ,hmh, Sweetser. On the 
third of October, 1850, he was united in marri,,ge 1vith Lucy S. Foni o, 
JdiersouYille, who survives him, together with four chihlreu. Ile com
mence!l merchandising for himself in Browu,to11·11 iu 1851, au<l cuutiuue•l 
iu that business until his death. 

As a merchant, especially during the past Iii y,fa:·s, )la. BEXTO~ di.-
playml a tact, ,;kill, shrewdues:l, energy a!l(l capacity which co:mnanded 
for him a prominent position among the leading business meu u£ <.:'.Jutheru 
Iudiana. He was prompt, cautious, industriouE, ,;agacious, petscvering. 
progresain•, and excee<lingly exact aud systematic iu all lilatten 1·elatiug 
to huRines,. In the early part of the war, he commenced the erediua o: 
addition, to his store room on }Iain street. until at le1igth tl,e ;rn'-'.l culmi
uatiou wci, reached iu the spacious room which lias ernr since beeii kuowo 
by the appropriate name of the Jfammoth Cash Store. ,vhiie the war was 
in pro_"Te-8, i\IR. BEXTo:s- !lid an immense l,u;;i,teE~ and made money reacliiy. 
As a Look-keeper and accountant lie was correct al1n,_;,;, tu iufam:,iliry, whil,a 
ab a fo:::111cier he was eminently sncees,ful. Durin,t : lrn paot k!i year;; !; .. 
trau,a,·tc,l a heavy bu,irn~ss in ioaniug lllOuey a:1,l discou11ti11g 1iaper, ,u,I 
the great bulk of hi, :;urplus capital is reprc,ente,l by the hun,lred:; oi 
promissor~· notes held by him at the time of his death, 11early ,tll of which 
are amply secured by mortgages on real estat<c'. 

* * * * * * 
From the early part of ISnl, until his death, we ,;,ere well at:quainte<l 

with }[1:- BEXTO!',. \Ve knew him as au iutimate friend, a, :l dosv com
pa11ion, us a neiglthor, as a m:rn, a; a citize11. as a merchaut, as a I,Hmev• 
broker. He was a remarkable man in all the n,latiuus of lif,,, presentitlg 
a eomhiuation of some of the most generc•t:; impuhes am! exaitt:,l Y'rtues 
with the most peculiar eccentricities :wd a sl'i;·it "hid1 1,,hsn ari:,L,~eil 11a;; 
full of 1ire, fury and vindietiwue8,. He was a man who,<" Joye ana 
veueratioll for those wlto:n he d.een,etl hi, friends -,ms oulv equalc.!cl hv hi, 
contempt and hatred for rhose whom h,, n,:.t,1:·,bl a,; his·- eu,:mie~. if he 
had nnuy enemies iu couse,1u•:nee of that cl!aracwristie of his n~ture, he 
also had mauy friends. 
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As a citizen of Brownsto,n1, GEOROE V. BEXTOX was as the alpha and 
omega-the beginning and the end-of the prosperitr which characterized 
it dnring the past fifteen years. He not only took the lead in all the 
public enterprises, but he perse,ered in them nutil success crowned his 
efforts. Of numerous men of means in and al,ont Brownstown, he was the 
only one (to his honor be it said) who would lend his voice and influence 
ru1d coP.t!'.ib!H.!l_li!l!li:allyof his money in the construction of pul,lic iHlJ)roYe
ments and in the encouragement of publir:: enterprises having in Yiew the 
growth and prosperity of the to,n1. His death is a most cruel and disas. 
trous blow to the material interests of Brownstcnni. '\Ve look among the 
rernainiug wealthy men in and around our to,n1, but not one-na.1·, uot all 
of them compoull(led together-can supply that indomitable spirit of pro
gressi,·eness-that open-hande<l liberality-that untiring energy-that 
(buutles, perseverance-which were so emiueutly characteristic of our de
parte,l friend and townsrnau, GEORGE VEID!ILL-1. BEXTOX. 0, how ap
propriately might Brownstown be t!rape,l iu mourning uow that he has 
been ealled away from the busy scenes of this lite. 

Fnr se,·eral months previous to his death, l\IR. BEXTOX hat! been 
laboring under serious nervous pro,tration, ,uperinduced by o,·er-u;enio:i 
of both his mental aud physical facnlties. Yfheu the Young ::\frn's Chris
tian Association ,ms laboring in this field. !iE; manifested nn ah,urbiug 
iuterlst in the work. He was under ,lcep spiritual couvictioil. a11<l m1e
qui,·o,.dl.1 avowed a firm determination to slrnn ali eYil habits awl ;ea,l the 
life o! a Chrinia11 iu the future. ,\.fter the rel°iYal closed, hi:, miwl 1rnuld 
becorre absorhed ou the ;mbject of religic11, :m,l a great desire pr,.•rnil,d 
,dth him to bil reconcibl to those with wli..>m he had heeu at enmitv. 
Pray,•r was refreshi11g and consuling to him, un<l he freqaeutly l'C<jllt:Sted 

fro::n ·,arioas perso::s prayer in his behalf. ),.t iatervals his miwl would 
,c:c:m ,1nite ;-igorou-. wl,ile at other times h" ,rnuld manifest unmistakable 
,yn.ip,oms of an impaired intellect. [Here lullows a detailed acl'Ouat of 
:he· vl,it with his wife t0 and from Iowa until ~dthin a few hour., of their 
hum•·. 1Yl1t!n the exact circumst:rnces oi his e111liug are related.] 

~,\;:. BE~TOX act,:d ,trangdy all the wa: ,lc,,~·n from Inclianap,,lis, but 
&11 we Ht moderately well umil Jonesville """ 1'8achecl, when l,e informed 
Li,; ,rite that they 1Ye,·e ai: :,;;cymom-, an.J 11·a,1tecl to change car,, lrnt he 
11 as r,5rraiued by he:·. _'\., the train reache<t lfockford, at about \I o'clock 
ou W,"dues<lay uighi:, S"1,tewber 2:•th, all(1 t•:,,,;.: the side track, J:.i ag,liu 
imagi:ierl they were at Se,,·mom·, an,.l again h:5 "·ife persuade<! him to the 
coutrary. Relllarkin~ that he wishtJd to get a r1rink, he went to the water 
cuoL•;, and from thence to the platform ,:,f the cars, unpercche<l by his 
1Yife. Two straugers were on the platform nt tlie time, who reported that 
he Wh, stanrling in a le,wiug position luokin;.! i,, t:10 dircctiou 1ylt,·uee the 
train wa., rapidly approaching. A,; the traill came thnnderiug cl,,,ely by, 
.:'>I1:. BEXTOX straightcued himself up and siE:\•P'-'•1 to the lower ,t,·j• ,.,f the 
1,latform, and then made a leap. alignting eit:,t:r o:i the pilot ur :mmedi
at2ly iu front of the eugiue." [Here iollo11·, ,m account of !1ow bu wa~ 
u,isse,l on the arrival of the train at ~eymou1·; 11011 a party wa, 01ga11izeu 
autl 1•:·oceeded to Ruckfo1·,l, a eonple o:f mil"' distaut, discovere·l his re
mdns and returned ,v:th them to :-;aymum, where they were plac,:,l in the 
home of his life-loub fri'"ml, Th,,uia, L. E11'ing, m1til their re,uuval the 
foll01ring moruiug tu his late ]1,)lu,c it. Brow11,to1rn. J 
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THE FcxEnAL 0B,E<1crns. 
The h•t ,w1 riks 1hr from the lh·iug tri the ,lead were solemnize,] over 

~f'.L Jh:---Tux·~ re:11ai11, on Sahhath afterno,111. At on,, o'clock the;- wert' 
c, •1n-e.n·,l to the Cnnrt Hm1se. where a v!'r_Y nppropriate nn,l forcil~l,· ,er. 
rno11 "·:1, ,1elivererl ln· REV. CHARLES TrxsLEY, a brother-in-hrn· of the 
•b·ea,e,1. from the t,'.xt found in St. ,folrn, xi. 2J, 'I am the r•.:sm,_.ction 
,u,.J the life: he that helieveth in me, thullgl1 he were dea,1 yet ~bl! hc1 
li11·.' At the conclu,ion ,Jf the rlisconr,L', tlie remains were taken ill ,·'.1arg~ 
1J_Y the ilfasouic frakrnity, and by them consigned to their finr-1 restin:; 
phce in th'" Beuton l,nrial ground. IYith the irnpn·ssive ceremonies ,:,:' tha: 
or,ler. The prnc<:ssi,,11 from the Court Honse to the lmr,1·in.2: ,groun,1 wa, 
he~de:1 hy the Dro1n1;;town bra.~s han<1, nu,! wa, the largest :ind mo,t im
posing fnnernl cor'.er:·e e,er witnessed in Bro\Ynstown. During rh,, ,e;·dces 
ar tl1<· Court I-fou,,!. the large room was e11tirdy filled, an,l it was Ht'Ces

,;ary t•1 thro,r open th,, no,.>r'i of tlw gallery to accommodate the vast thro::g 
nf pe«plt•. A spe<'ial tr:1in was nm from S"°ymonr, which brought dow:1 
rLe }l:;,,unic 1n·edmm alHl many others fn,m that place. )fason, a1,<1 citi
:'.en, "·ere in :Hte!lfl:rnce from Ee>1rly all !'arts of the c,rn1,ty, nnrnl,ering 
in the aggregrrte prohahly as maay as 151l0 persons. 

CLOSI~G 11E1L\.HKS. 
l,t nur jonrnaii,tic experience wa haY(• been calJ,,,l npc>n freque:,' ;y '.o 

"'rir," uhitnaries of tho,e 1.-ho have from time to time been ,un11110ne:l from 
ht nee ,n,-a,\": but llL'Yer have ,ve p,3r£oriui•rl the ta~k with eu1otions -:·~1ch ~.-:.s 
;rn·dl,,·l ,Hu· he:tt·t ,rltii'" writing this ,ket"11 of the life an/l 1lt:ath of GEOlWE 

Y. BE:-To:s He mis a man whom -.,ye t'ver admired bcc:rnse of r1:at pro
gn·,,ive spirit which a11im:1ted hi;u at nll times, and \\'hicn recognized n<J 

such "·,ml as fail in au:· e,1terprise in which he enli,ted. Even \\'h·n the 
tit"' c>f intimate frie1H1sltip between u,, ha,l heen brnken asullller [I,:: politi
ca: <lifferrcnces, entirely.-,!. H. B.J aud nnr interconrse ,rn, coM. formal 
aHrl ceremonious, w,• could not help lmt h.mor him for wlwt he ha,; ,loue 
a11<l for 1Yha: he was doin!! all the time t::, promote the growth allll a,ld to 
tho :,:·rmf•ral prosperity of Brownsto\\"u. Tc, ns his g:·:n-e shall be :1 hal
lmn,.J ,pot-hallowed bec·:rnse it l;ear, the remain~ of one ,yho die,\ whi:~ 
dgorousiy pre~,ing fonrnr:l in the grail(! Oxw.-1.1rn AXD l~rw.-1.m• :\L\RCH 
OF Pno,;r:r::ss. and 1Ylw. but for his heroic. selr-sacriticin;;; iabors in behali 
uf the success ,_.£ the Brownstown an<l Hi,·er Yalley Gr':in:l Ro,td, migi1t 
t•.J-clay lJe r:,11jo,ri11g the blessings of life \\"ith us." 

GEORGE VER~IILYA IlEXTOX. 
i_By Joux H. Br:x-ros.) 

TnE life arnl character oi onr brother. Georg,· V. I3enton, ,;ver,-, W'I'/ 
fulh· set f•,rth at the time of hi, death hy the editors of the thl'ee ne'-'·,
p:iu~r, tli<:11 pulili,he,l in the county, as al;o in an article by the Bo,i. ,Ja
soll ll. Brown. The.,,.. geutlemen, ::iie~sr,. Fry~inger, Bearlle, Br01n1 an•I 
Dr. :\fouroe, ,-·ere long and well acquainted ,vith the subject of tL,ir re
mn•·ks au•l were ,Yell qualified for it; treatment. And now, after a lapse 
of rnure tlrnn thirty years, as I reread tlwir utterances, I am impre,,ed wit~l 
the ju,tne:;; ailtl complctene,s \\"ith \Yhid1 thc,ir hearts and peus have por
r:-a:·"'d the chara('ter oi their dPparted friend. I am especially pleased, 
however, with the portraiture drawn by his friend nnd. townsman, Mr. 
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Frysinger, who, by reason of daily contact, and through a more extended 
period. had superior advantages for insight into the personality of the one 
whoae social and business qualities he so accurately describes. 

As to myself, being less than two years his junior, brought up to man· 
hood together in the same parental home, and both in the same line of 
busine~s for several years in our native town, there was none who kuew 
him better than I; hence, I shall for the benefit of his descendaats and 
kindreil, ariiplffy' somewhat. the· h·istory of his busy life, and give m_y own 
.:;stimate of the salient features of his character. And this is, by no means, 
a ditlicult undertaking, for bis nature was not secretive. There was no 
concealment of his attitrnle toward persons and things. As he wa5 seen 
or heard, so he was ; aud hence while the ''eccentricities" of which the 
Banner makes mention in its obituary, made him enemies, they were offset 
by tbe excess of friendship he lavishly bestowed upon " the friends he had 
and tbeir adoption tried.." Outspoken in his exceeding dislike of those 
who lo.-ed him not, but to such as sought him he was" sweet as smnmer." 
Unhappily he was not observant, in practice at least, of the golden rule, 
howeYer much he may have approved it in theory ; for, retaliation in ex
travagant terms of speeeh for real or fancied offences, was his rule of 
action, but no overt act of revenge ever characterized his life. The soft 
,mswer that turneth away wrath, was never applied to him in vain. Fc;r 
le~ it be made known to him tliat one, against whom he had poured the 
,ials of his wrath, had commended some act of his, or spoken kindly oi 
him, and at once his hostility ceased, and the supposed enemy of yesterday 
t:ecame the friend of to-day. For some months preceding bis death, as we 
were gratified to learn, an earnest desire, born of repentance, led him to 
seek reconciliation with all against whom he had spoken unkindly, as his 
offences were in uncharitable speech and not in wrongful deeds. 

Am,mg our earliest recollections of his habit of thrift, was when we 
were <1uite young in years, and our uncle, David Burr (a name worthy of 
,·emembrance) gave each of us a silvfl· dollar. His was kept with '"miser 
,·are" until opportunity was otfored for its profitable investment, when it 
,,·ent forth on its course of accumulation, and never thereafter was lrn 
-:111pty handed. Ours, however, was unable to resist the temptation of a 
u,kf. oi P1aple mgar, an<l thus it went-for a while, quieting a di,;turbeJ 
conscience with the fact that hv the traus~ction we not only had tbe cov~ 
eted sugar, but with it as large and a much handsomer coin in the fonn of 
L. fiYe-frank piece. But Lhc: spell that fo1· a while had bound us to the pro
posed keepsake was broken, antl as went the dollar so weut the French 
(loin, a:1d we wtre again penniless. .l\ly brother's boyhood was marked by 
!trict application to the studies then taught in our subscription schools, antl 
whi;e n•adily acquiring acquaintance with them all, he was especially pro
'."ic.ient in arithmetic and penman,;hip. "\Ye never knew him to play truant 
,o much as an hour iu all iti8 schonlbov <l:iYs. A. habit tl.at ,;toorl in marked 
,,fJ!!tn;,t \Ylth our own, ;'or no ,chool-r~oi,1.had sufficieut attractious iu '' the 
g0ml •Jl<.l s;immer time" ,,, un,rr,omc· vtir predispositicll for the ph.:asuree 
af!'orlk1 hv raug-ing th 0 ne,i,r-h,·, ck,:·miug, wood-emboY,c:red ~trearn, as it 
then w:t$, ·that ,;ki1ied the rnutl{-e'.lsterci b~r(ler of our town. Tl1e terrorB 
of haying "to abi(le by rht' cnnser1nences," as our father was wont tv ex
pr·,,- ir. w•cre nut ,,;,d}kie1,t to deter 11, from a c!isregard of his law against 
,rnaucy. the punishment for i:s i11fr:1,:ti,:,u being delegated to our mother, 
who. (,1·ith tenderest fiiiai affection Le it spoken), was a firm belieYer iu 
Solomon's prescription for not spoiling the child.. 
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Hi, predilection for :,onthful diversions favored the exploits of the ,mod 
i'ather than of the stream. Inrleed, we do not recall that he ever :.:av, 
an, tim<' to reel or rod; but in pursuit of the former he wa~ a \-e;·ita
i)I~ ::;imrod. l\Ian,r were the holi<lays we followed him in orv sq nirreI · 
infested woods, each well burdeu,:,d in our homewai·d tramp at the clo;;e of 
day with the spoils of the hunt. Our first lessons in gunnery were nuder 
hb tuition, in theus.e of a boy's ilin_t,.lock shotguu, given t9l1im wh"t.: a bot:: 
t1Yelve :rears old by our father. (The same gna caused the deatl: o:'. our 
brother, 'IYalter Bun. several _rears late~.) 1t was at about the same agtc 
that we succel"ded to its own,;rship by reason of our brother's preference 
for the use of the ritle. iu which he soon came to be accounte<l ae1ong the 
best s!:ots in a cor:11111111:ty that then boasted nrn.uy c1·:1ck m:trk,rneE. Awl 
it may he said that his fonrlness for rifle praeice never departed fro1a him. 
An<! t,:, his other bnvhood arnu,ernents and accomplishment:; mav i)e addwl 
that of the common-place ,liver,ion of long-rnnge marble practic~. at i. hicL 
he was an unsurpassed expert. 

But the pa,time-1liver0 i1Jns of boyhood _years were remlii_r ,fa!•lacul 1,y 
r.he dutil'S and demauds of mauhoorl, anti so, by the time oi his rnarri:,ge at 
the age of twenty-three years, his industrious. economicai habit.a, l:i, ex
perience as a clerk in ofiice and in store. and his reliance npo:1 htn°,,·li. 
,.J10wc:,l him wdl equipped for the mercantile bu;iness upon wliich ii: t'ien 
entered in his own name. 

Taking a cursory view of the twenty-five succeeding years of hi, bus:
ness life, we fail to s.;e him as a persou whose !lominatin~ joy and r;,,pira
tion was the ac'luisition of pecuniary gain, but as one whose e1,joy111ent~ 
were ,1,,rived from ma1:y wurces to which moue:~ making seemed ,: ,,e<'on, 1-
,try cm1~ideration. He loved his children aud was devoted to t'.;ei:· wel'
lw'ing an,1 happiness. 

He ,, as w.nm in his attachment to the ki111lred of his choosi.!1;.:, ~.,:•'. ::, 
manifestation in various ways, besi(les receiving and returning th"ir , isits, 
cont:·i1nited to his happiness. 

![., ,lclightecl in the company of his special friends, an•"i his ccnnting
r,,om, in the long winter evenings, was their ,1-ccustometl plac~ c,i :-E,SO!''. 

:1!111 cutc·rtn.inmcnt. 
Ee ,ms »hseryant in attention to prominent persons of his acquui;it:mcl·, 

aml highly prizerl their reciprocal consider,\tiLHl oi himself. 
He was aa enthu~i:1;;;ic admirer or men oi gL'nin, aud reno,vu. a;d -;va, 

much given to commenting on their greatue;s. And especially <lo ';\ e re
call his intense inten'st in Ahbott's Life of Napoleon, pnhliohe•.l Eerially 
many years ago in Harper's 1Iagazine, an<l with what exces:; am1 gluw o: 
-pPech he recnunter1 th,, maryellon, achien'ments of his hero. 

He wa,; fond of reviewing, from time to time, the atwlies of i1is E:,rli1:::· 
,·ears; and ,i visit of the State geologist to our couutv. gave him '·"' ab-
~urb:n" int0re5t iu tlir.t brauch ~f studv. • · ,, 

Ee likd to visit, and call the attention of others, to the fa,•m,, A :hf 
cf,unty tl1at W<'re e,pecially well arranged an,1 ,·ouducte,l. 

He was :in a,lmirer of groves anrl forests. and of particular a,•c.,: ;1n,l 

,,ttra,·tell els,,wh,:re by the bloom of the eatal}':t, he intro,lucell th,.· tree, 
into the town, :rn•1 had several growing in \ii:; clcor-yard. 

T!.,;s,· p,:,·,onal characteristi('S were supplementary to his hnsim·s:, affair". 
whicl1 were com1ueted with such ease, with ,ucli apparent abseuct· m t-:-t'fort. 
of ,nHTY or ,mxietY. that at the zenith 01 his career the.- setmt:'tl mat
ters of <liversion; ar;d, iucleetl, lmsi11ess with him was recreation. An,l so 
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at the height of his prosperity, IYhile automatically managing his own affair,. 
he found leisure for audience 1Yith others who soug·hr his judgment and 
coun.-al in matters of their own. 

He 1yas, through life, a teewtaler with respect to intoxicants, hnt a11 
i11"eterate smoker, though tobncco was ne,er used in m1y other form. 

111 politics he \"l"as, as were all his kindn·<l, a whig. until the di,,olurioli 
c,f the party in 1856, when he ,oted for Fillmore and Donnhlson, the can
didat,: of the American party for president and Yice-pre;;ident. He wa;_ 
rnb,t·quently aligned 1Yith the llc·mocratic part~·, I.mt iu name only so far 
n, w,0 1rnre able to judge. 

PERSltX.iL HISTORY. 

fff,m 1838 to 1844, he was. at i11terrnls, a deputy iu his father\ office 
as ckrk of ti1e Circuit Court aud recorder of deells. 

Iu 1842, he and his hali-b1·dtl,er, Albert Dt·uton, attende<l the seminnn 
nt Salem, In(liana, at that time in high repme a., the leading edncati01u;J 
iustitntion in Southern Indiana. In Xo,ember of that year, he TI·as a prin
cipal organizer of the Harriso1tian Club. subsequently styled the Litcrar,1; 
Society, which had for its ohjt'Ct meutal, moral aml social culture. He mi,; 

its sel'retary and also the e(litor aml publisher of it, hand-written perio,li
c,11, the L;'terary Recorder. The society met ·,n,l'kly until discominued 
0arly in 18-!-!, and during its existence it ga\'e a public exhibition iu Feh
ruary. 18J3; and in ,January. J,-:;-!--1. it re11dered bdore a delighte\l awlien(·e 
K11011les' play of 1Yilliam 1'eil-my brother ha1·i11g the part of Yerner, 
the friend of Tell. and ourself that of Albert hi,; son. frum whose h,·a.J a1, 
i!j•ple 11as 8hot, as it were, 1Yitl1 au arrow from the father's unerring l101r. 

Iu :\'oyember, 18JJ, after a .,e1·ere illue;;s, l1t, "·e11t with his l'Ousill. 
Davi,l Lyon, to the latter's l1ome at Bath, Xei1· Yurk-the begiuui11~ 
c,f au ;;nduring friendship. He ,ms emplo:,ed at clerking iu a store ll"lii],, 

ti1ere. 1-I.:i re1ume1l iu .Jnly, Hi-1,:i. and frurn Sq,tember of that year 1111til 
,_1uly ,Jf the follo1'i'iug yec,u· l,E' wa, a student ill Asbury l"uivc;·,ir,1, a; 
Greeucastle, Iudiaua. 

In the \"l"inter or 18-17-8, he ,uperiuteuded his father's lrnsiue,A iu a pork 
enterprise, all<l 11·ent with a sl1ipruent of the protluct frum 1\Lu1i,0I1, Jw\i
;ct:a, to Xew Orleans; and fruiu the time oi his ruum uu:il the fali uf lb 1J 
l,e ,1·a:; generally en,ployed iu hb father',; store at Brownstown, au,l iu 
minor business transactions of his own. From the fall of 18-HI to thE' 
8prin~ of 1851. he was a clerk in the store of his t,ncle James S,rnl't,c"l'. at 
~fari,,n, Iudiaua; ana from the time of his marriat:·e, iu October. 1 t:i.5U. 
Lis 11·iie reside(l there 11ith him. ·while retnrniug ir'om a business trip tu 
J\fari,m on horseback i11 September. 18ii1, he i11cuned a partial stm,troke. 
tile c-ttects of which follo,-ved l1i 111 ior se,·eral year.; an,l possilJly ,rn:; a pre· 
dispo<n;! cause of the uern,u, l'rostratioll that ewled his life. Iu the 
btter n:trt of that year, he he:.:an the mercautile bu,;iu,ss ior himkli n1•d 
cu11ti11 :iecl it until !;is death. ~ ,J. I-L 1L 
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JOHX H. DEXTOX. 
(By Himself.) 

On: life has beeu nneventfnl of m•J,ing lnci<lent by field or floorl. The 
"arl:,- t<"·nor of its way h:1'1 lmt scant acquaintance with the cooL s•:·que,
tercd rnle.,, but rather n-ith the madrlening cro1,,l's ignoble strife fnr thf:' 
thing, that minister no retro-pectfre <1dight in maturer years. ,,. e divi,le 
it into rlm:ceepochs: 1,- prior to maniage;•2, from marriage until coming 
to "·a,hiugton; and 3. sine•~ coming to Y1ashington. 1. From the age 
,Jf six .,-cars, when led by om· hrother Albert to a school at the up:ier eu,l 
of }Iain sereet, in our nrirh-,, to1Vn, until our seventeenth rear, we do not 
recall a ,chool term in ,;vhich v,e were not a pupil. Our first teacher 1rns 
George II. )Iurphy, in after years our intimate, stea,lfast frie1 1,l. The 
long line of successive teachers abide, green in our memory. The:-e were 
no free schools in those days. A grammar school, taught by a ,Jurlge Pars
le:,- in the winter of 1841-2, holt1s prominent place iu our remen,brance. 
inasnmch a, an acquired pruficienc~- kd to our selection as an ass:,tant i11 
,:i ~Tamm:11' school taught by him in the country, near the present town of 
1'frdnm. From January, 11'-1-8. until Ft>brnary, 1850, we were r. student 
in A.,lmry (now Depauw) "Cniver$ity, at Greencastle, Ind. A slight 
financi:11 embarrassment, thonghtlessh- incurred, occasioned our return home 
for pn)l'urement. of relief, a,i;le fron; patcr:1al aid; but with an i:!tention 
of preparation, meanwhile. for examination in class ~tndies at the do.,e of 
ihe co lie;.{" year. But " the •livinity that shape, onr ends, rough-h,"w then:: 
how \H' ma.,·." decreed othendse. for the plan of study and ex:rn,ination 
was tl11rarte<l by reason of an ac,1uaintance, :1appily formed shor:ly after 
0m arri\-a! at home, which rerminatc<l in marriage early in the follo,dng 
year. The failure to complete the college course has. at times, been mat· 
ter of ,1,·i::pest regret; but tl1is has speedily been dispelled in vie,r of ,he 
happy eYellt that occasione,l it. From the age of thirteen until our mar
riage, the intervals of school attemlance were employed as an as~'stant or 
<lepnty in our father's oHi.ce of clerk and recorder, and later at ckrking in 
hi, me1·,·:rntile business, 1Yhich was renewed shortly after the expiration of 
his official term in February. 18.15. ,v e w,ire abo employed as cl,::rnty in 
the different county offices, from time to time, until our remoYal to ,v ash
inp:ton. The epoch beginning 1,ith our marriage, we briefly summarize a$ 
follow,. From the fall of 1831 till earlv in 185G, \Ye were merch:illdizing 
for ourself in Brownstown-to us, in s,;me re,pects, a most uncongenia} 
business. In the summer aH,1 fall of thtl latter year, we had employmen, 
m au engineer corps on the 0. & 111. Rail Road, with office at Bro111,,town, 
The wi11ter of 185G-7, we "-ere in charge of the contractors' store of Ritner. 
Van Bergen & Co., at Ft. Ritner, Intl. In the summer and fall d 18.57. 
in compai1y with our frien,1, John F. C. Tanner. 'l'e ,;vere in Kansas, as 
far Wt'St a, the military po,t at Ft. Riley. four miles beyond the th·:·n paper 
to1n1 of Ogden, then the uttt>rmost uutpo~t oi. settlers, and our 0:roppiug 
place for a couple of weeks. i~rom 1857 to 1859, was bookkl-eper for 
Shield, c\:: Ewing, iu Seymonr, Ind. At the extra session of the state 
legi,lature in lti58, we were an assistant secretary of the senate: aml 
again. um1er General James X. Tyner. in the session of 18Gl, whom we 
joinell a, a fellow lo<lger at the Clarendon Hotd, on our arrival at 1V ash
in!non, D. C., :March 15, ltilil. 

"fhe third epoch begins with our appointment to a clerkship in the Cen
sus OJ!ic,:. in the month of our arrirnl iu ,Yashington, from which we were 
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transferred to the Pension Bureau, in April, 1863; and on April 9, 1903, 
its fortieth anniversary, we were presented with a memorial loving-cup by 
the board of review, of which we had been a member from its organization, 
in 1881. 

As an employe of a ch·il department of the government during the 
war of the rebellion, our relation to it was confined to that of an in
tensely interested sympathizer in its object, its varying mutations of defeat 
and --victory·ancl·--Hs final results=the preservation of the union, the triumph 
of the right and the abolition of slavery. 

1Ye were at the B. and 0. station in the evening of April 19, 1861, 
when the 6th Mass. Inf. arrived. fresh from the assault of the Baltimore 
rnob, a]]fl marched with it to its quarters in the Senate wing of the enpitol; 
and that ~ame eyening, we enlisted in General "Jim" Lane's Frontier
Guard, alld with it bivouacked that night in the East room of the White 
House. The company was drawn up in line at midnight, and was reviewed 
by Presi<lent Lincoln, accompanied by Secretary Cameron and a few others, 
among whom we recognized Commissioner Dole of the Indian Office. 

Our family joined us at \Yashington in September of that year, and in 
September oi the following year (1862) we all returned to Brownstown, 
with a view to my enlistment, but the regiment (the 67th) for the district 
having been organized under a recent requisition and hurried to the field, 
I returne<l to ,v ashington-my place in the Census Office having been 
filled by substitution during my absence. The family returned in April, 
1865. 

,v e ,--vcre a ,oluntary nurse, stretcher-bearer and field-hospital assistant 
on the batrle field oi Second Bull Run-leaving the city on Saturday 
t·,ening ,vhile the battle was still in progress and the roar of the confliet 
distinctly heard-reaching the field under a flag of truce on l\Ionday morn-
ing-lua:ving it with the 1ast ambulance train on lt'riday afternoon aml ar-
1-iYing at home at midnight. In August, 1863, we were drafted for military 
,ervice, lmt the law allowing its commutation by a payment of S3UO, we 
,ivaile<I om·.,elf of its benefit, and beiug in au illsnrance syndicate, our suh
;,titutt', ,Juhn Carlin by uame :n1d of fine physique, cost us only $105. 

At the time of the Confederate Early's rno,ement against the eity, iu 
,July, 1AiH, we hecanie ,i member of the Pe11sion OHice Guards; w,,re uui
formed with trousers and hlonse. armed an<l equipped, marched to ::UaJisoll 
Place-enst side of LaFayette Square-and para<lell for iuspecti"u; Lui 
aside from drilling on several afternoons in the conrt of the Patent Offict." 
building, there was no other performance of duty. Aud with the disap
pearnnc-tJ of the enemy, the comvan_r was dis11anded. 

We I'.lay well regard an eve11t of this year amoug the most imp(;rtant of 
our lifo, that of uniting wid1 the Church, a step that was stranf!ely occa
sioned a,id singularly cal'!'ied out. In ,July, we were received as a proha
tioHer i;1 :\IcKendree Char.:.!·e of the l\Iethodist Episcopal Church, autl sh. 
1:10nt!1s hter into full membership. In l\Iarch, 18li7, our membership wa~ 
transfer1·1.•,l to Hamline charge. and ii'i December following we were made 
:1 stewanl and suhseq•1ently a trustee, clas,-lcader and exhorter, in all of 
which otlices, excepting that of trustee, we have been continued to the 
present timP. 

In conclu,ion, we ha,e be,,1, highly favore<l as an employe of 1he Pen-
sion Bureau, having hatl occasiuu, in the capacity of special ageut, to visit 
uearly all the states arnl larger cities of the country east of the Ifockies, 
from JJ::i.ine to Louisiana, am! from the lakes aml the St. Lawrence to 1.he 
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Gulf of 1\Iexlco-including a transit of the guli from New Orleans to 
Florida. a horseback rirle of a thousand miles in that State, and a couple 
of winters' residence iu Philadelphia and a couple in New Orleans. 

Here we rest: '' :mrl what is writ, is writ,-
Would it were worthier!" J. H. B. 

OUR MILITARY SEIWICE. 

lJNJTE]) STATES OF AlIERIC.\.. 

Headquarters Frontier Guard. 
TTashington City, April 27, 1861. 

''To Hon. S. C,DlERON, Secretary of War: 
Sir: In consequence of the arriYal of large numbers of troops in this 

,·ity. I am satisfied the emergency has ceased that called our company into 
service. 

If yon rnncur in this opinion, I shonlrl he pleased to receive authority 
from yon to disband ,airl company, and tci honcrably discharge the membero 
thereof from the service. Very truly, 

.J. H. L.uE. 
Capt. · Comdg. 

War Department, April 27, J8iJ1. 
·· Gen. ,Lnn:s H.. LANE: 

Sir: Iu reply to your letter of this day's date, stating that, in <·onsH1uence 
<Jf the arrin.l of large numbers ot troops in this city. the em,)rgen.~y has 
ceased which called the company commanded by you into service, and that 
you woul,1 be pleased, therefore. to have authority to disba111l your com· 
pany. antl ha,e au honorable discharge from service for it. 

Concurring fully with you, I readily grant _vou the authority asked for, 
aml, in doing so., I beg to externl to ,Yon, and through you to the men under 
yom command, the assuraneE' of my high appreciation of the. very prompt 
and putriotie manner in which your company was organized for the defeuee 
of the Capital, and the very efficient Rervfres reudererl by it during the 
time of its existence. Very respectfully, 

Snrox CA,IEROX. 

Cheerfully approved. 

" By authority vested in me as Captain of the FRONTIER G1:ARLJ, I, 
.James H. Laue, do certify that John H. Benton, a member of said Com
pany, Sl'r,e1l his Country in defence of the NATI()XAL CAPTT.u, at a time 
of great peril, when threatened bv hordes of traitors: said ,erYice com
mencing on the eighteenth day of· April, 1861, and ending on the date 
hereof. 

I al»o, bY virtue of said authoritv, do herebv HoxoR.\lll.Y DrscuAnGE 
the said John H. Benton from the s;rvice of the Cnited States. 

Given under mv hand ut the Ea,t Room of the. ExEcrnn: MANSION 
ctt ,vA~l!f:,((;TOX. CITY, this fourth day of May, 1861. 

J. H. L.\NE, Capt. 
Atte~t.: 

1\1. X DELAHAY, 1st Lieut." 
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[From The Evening Stal', Washington, D. C., April 10, 1903.J 

"CO.l\fPLETES FORTY YEARS. 

Joux H. BENToN's Lmw AND FAITHFUL SEnncE. 

Entered the Cnited States Pension Bureau, April 9, 1863- Gift .from 
Colleagues. 

"JOHN II. BEX TON yesterday completed forty years of continuous rnrYice 
in the "Gnited States Bureau of Pcusious, aw1 his colleagues on the Board 
of ReYien-, of which he is an honored mernl,er, presented him rl"ith a sin:r 
loYing cup as an attestation of their appreciation of him. The cup uears this 
iuscription : 

x----------------x 
I 

; 

Presented to 
John H. Benton 

Bv 
His friencls on the 
Board of Re\'ie,v, 

On the completion of forty years' 
continuous sen-ice iu the 

U. S. Pension Office. 
1863-April 9-lll03. 

x----------------x 

AccompanyiJ1g the gift was the follo-n·ing letter: 

LETTER FROlI Cor.LEAGCES. 

'1863-1903 . 
. l\IR. J OIIN II. BENTOX : 

We n-ill not c::ill you old. A man does not grow old whose year,; in
crease with honorable living, and upon this basis we greet you on the ter
mination of forty years of faithful and \·aluable service in the Bureau of 
Pensions. 

The length of such service is rare in official life, and proves a recog
nition and commendation of high standing and intelligent discharge of duty. 

Some of us commenced the early years "l>ith you and are here to-day to 
take your hand and, with later times, to extend cordial congratulations on 
the happy oc-cnsion, and, as a memorial oi the event, take ple::isure in pre
senting this lo.ing cup, with the best oi rri,hes and the high regard of 

Your Friends of the Board of Review.' 

A NATIVE OF J.,wu:sA. 

":!\fr. Benton is a native of Brownstown, Ind. He entered the Census 
Office in )larch, 18Gl, and was trallsferret1 to the Pension Office April 9, 
1863. He was chief of the Invalid Branch in 1875 and 1876, and since 
its organization in 1882 has been a member oi the Board of ReYie1L 

On the 19th of April; 1861, as a me>mher of Gen. Lane':, 'Frontier 
Guards,' he was quartered in the East Room of the ,Yhite House, where 
at midnight he -n·as reYiewed by Mr. Lincoln and Secretar,r Cameron. 

l\Ir. Benton's 'old-fashioned roum1-hanrl • penmanship it! as clear and 
beautiful to-d::iy ,i;; eYer, and, though he i, nearly sevent~·-four, one might 
expect £row his activity and Yigor many ye::irs more of valuable serdce." 
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(From a Bath, :N". Y., paper, January 2, 188-1.) 

'· OBITUARY. 

l\IRS. HARRIET ROBIE LYOX. 

"Tms highly esteemed antl excellent lady, a perfect type of the true 
A1w··riran woman. passed peaceably to her eternal rest on Sn11da:, evening, 
Dec,'mher 30, 1883, at the beautiful home of her husband in Bath, in the 
hosnm nf her family, amid kindred and friends. She was the ek:est child 
of th,., Hon. Reube1~ Robie and Saucy ,vhiting Robie, and was born in 
Bath. August 26, 1826, anrl was married to )Ir. James Lyon on the 12th 
day of )fay, 1846, at the very house where she first saw the light. Soon 
after her marriage she enterer] the home provided for her by her husband, 
beside the quiet waters of Lake Salubria, below this village, and there for 
many years cordially greeted her many friends and dispensed a· generous 
hospitality. A pleasant drive or walk from town, how many can bring to 
mi111l thi, pleasant habitation of the deceased. From year to year this 
sm:·.:-t home, so well ordered-thrifty and peaceful, grew a "thing of 
beaut,·.'' Father and mother. brothers anrl sisters, came anrl went and 
were ·happier for their coming·. The sorrowing and suff0ring went not 
away empty or without consohtion. .All within the household felt the in
fluence of a true, faithful christian woman. 

'She had for others' joys a smile, 
And dropped for others' woes a tear.' 

In this charming home were born Sarah, now 1\Irs. ,John Dr,venport, 
Reuhen U., the only son, awl Harriet, the youngest daughter. 

Some years ago l\Ir. Lyon sold his farm by the lakeside and purcha%d 
the ]>roperty on the south side of Pulteney Square (long known as the ,Vil
liam \Yoo,l's place, and subsequently renovated and rebuilt by the late 
Levi C. "~hiring), where he has ever since resided, 8urroumled by all the 
cumi .. rts aud appliances that an ample competence well warram0d. But 
the cl,ang" of location brought no change in the spirit of the home, only 
t:xtewletl hospitality and opened the doors wider for all their kii;Jred and 
frien,1,. It gave the mother. of blessed memory, better opportunity to 
sen·,, the church she loved, and the poor and needy she pitied and fe11. 
She li,1d few trials and few afflictions-less, perhaps, than falls tu the com
mou lot. Her life may almost be said to have been one long summer <lay, 
not 11itlwut its clouds but on the whole happy and peaceful. Few have 
left the world with so much to be thankful for, or so hie:hlv reQ11r,lecl and 
esteeme,l by all, and fewer, still, have retained to the la;-t the pure, fresh 
aml sincere attachments of childhood. She was a true christiat, woman, 
faithful in the discharge of every duty-so conscientious that sle,:p would 
fore:tke her eyelids, if iu one jot she had failed to keep the w!.ole law. 
\Ye are tohl what is our loss is her gain-that she has gone to receive that 
precious ,eutence, '' "' ell done good and faithful servant, enter thou into 
the rest prepared for thee from the foundation of the world.'' 

Tims. one by one are droppiug iuto the grave the tried friewfa of a life 
time. They are gone from sight. but the good they have done will live 
after them, and long after the mortal body has mouldered into dt1st, a hns
lrnslia wl. children, brother and sister will rise up and call them ble"sed." 

:S-,nE.-It would be unju,t to the memory of l\lr. Lyon's secoud wife, 
J\lRs. ELIZADETII UNDERIIILL LYox, who died December 25, 1900, to 
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omit saying that she was a worthy successor of the noble woman who was 
the light and life of his hospitable home. She, too, was a noble Christian 
woman, the radiance of whose sunlit life dispensed happiness to very many 
who came within the range of its benign influence. J. H. B. 

DAVID W. LYO~. 
0BITUARY.-From a Bath (N. Y.) Paper.-Nov., 1893. 

" DEA TII OF A FORlIER RESIDENT. 

" It is seldom that a man who lives three score years and ten is buried 
from the same house in which he was born, but such was the case with 
J\Ir. David W. Lyon of Cohocton, whose funeral services were held in 
this village from the home of his brother, Robert M. Lyon, last Saturday 
afternoon, at two o'clock. The stroke of paralysis which 1\Ir. Lyon sus
tained on election day was the cause of his death. He was burird in 
Grove cemeterv. He was the second son of the late Moses H. Lrnu, and 
was born May h, 1821. He was a resident of Bath during his youth 
and early manhood, and in 1846, he was married to Miss Hopey Frey at 
Cniontown, Pa. For a number of years past he has been a residmt of 
Cohocton, where he won the respect of all who knew him. 

Mr. Lyon was a man of remarkable snuny disposition, ever genial and 
sociable. He had the couraire of his convictions and rebuked wrong· and 
injustice whenever it came t~ his notice. ~ 

Mr. Lyon is survived b.v his widow ; three children, George B. Lyon of 
Hammondsport, Urs. ·w. H. Shardlow of Montevideo. l\Iinn., and l\fr,;. T. 
R. Harris of Cohocton, at whose home he died last Thursday [Xn,·. 2:'I, 
1893]; also his two brothers, James and Robert 1\L Lyon of this village." 

The following was also published : 
"At a meeting of the resident officers of the Steuben County A:.!:1·i.-ultu

ral Society, heldvin Bath on the 24th inst., the following actio'n w~s t:tken 
concerning the late David W. Lyon of Cohocton, deceased : 

'The officers of the Steubeu County Agricultural Society, convPu,,,l in
formally, on the 24th day of November, ltl9:3, having just learned of tl1e 
death of David W. Lyon of the town of Cohocton, and feeling that the 
full board of officers when assembled, will warmly record our action, here
by give expression to the loss which this Society has sustained by the ,1eath 
of l'tlr. Lyon. who in the early years of its organization was one of the 
Society':; most active workers and officers, and all through his afttr life 
one of its warmest friends and well-wishers.' " 

ROBERT M. LYOX. 
OBITU.\RY.-From a Bath (N. Y.) Paper.-June, 1003. 

"The death of Robert :!\I. Lyon, early last Friday, removed ,t1.wti1e1 
figure from that rapidly narrowiug circle of those ,vho knew Ba,:1 iu the 
early dtns, and who:;e lives were written into the hi,;tory of the deHlo1,m,,;it 
of our beautiful village. He had been a sufferer for a number of mu11th,, 
and his death v.as not unexpected, yet its coming brought the full measure 
oi sorrow on the home bereft. 
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The funeral was held at the Lyon homestead .Sunday afternoon, the 
ReY. 1Yalter R. Lord, the rector of St. Thomas Church, officiating. 

Robert ::U. Lyon, sou of Captain Moses H. Lyon and Sarah Benton, 
was born Dec. 2, 18:25, and spent his entire life in Bath, except six years, 
tlve of which he spent in :;\"ew ,Jersey and one in Iowa. He received his 
preliminary education in Canidagua Ac,ademy, afterwards Mudiell law iu 
the (;trice of the Hun. Edward Howell, and was a<lmitte<l to practice under 
the old Chancery practice in 1847. He was associated in the practice of 
his profession with the late v,-illiam B. Ruggles. But i\Ir. Lyon did not 
long contiuue the prnctice of law. His tastes led him into the study of 
engineering, and he began his real life work iu 1864 as a civil engineer 
and land surveyor. He wou a commanding place in this profes8ion at the 
start, au,l asiJe from being the engineer in all the prominent undertakings 
iu thb viciuity since then, he was engaged in many other engineering pro
jectti of large importance. He 1Vas chief engineer in locating and building 
the Hath aml Hammondsport and Kanona and Prattsburg railroads, was 
the chosen surveyor for the Pultney estate for many years, and for more 
thau twenty years was the village engineer in charge of all public improve
ment,. He prepared the plaus an<l superintended the construction of the 
Cohocton River bridge at Cameron Street in this village. It was not 
alone in the field of engineering that Mr. Lyon won all his laurels. He 
was a landscape gardeuer, and many of the handsome places about Bath 
and the surrounding country are due to aud expressive of his artistic ta.,tes. • 
Amon~ them are the grounds about the Davenport home, the Couuty Fair 
grounds, Grove Cemetery, awl mauy private residence grounds in all'l 
about the village aud iu ueighhoring villages. 

For nearly fifty years :i\Ir. Lyon was otf1cialiy connected with the Steuben 
County Agricultural Society. He was the 8ecretary in the years 1857, 
18,5t:, 1809, 18GO and 1865. Since that time, for more than forty years, 
he "·n~ the etlicieut hecrerary oi the executive committee in charge of 
t!1cir annual awards. He was elected an honorary life member iu 1887. 

Mr. Lyon was an omuiverous rea<le;·, and his ~tore of information wa., 
abuu(bnt, makiug him a delightful compauio,1. He wad ,a love1· of nature 
aud knew her well. A rarn\,le with him through the woo,ls or tield, wa-, 
snre tl' be 1, lessou in i\"atnre study. He k1ww the trees, the binh, aud 
the 1,la11b as well as the ganlener knows his bl'd,. J n the htt:t few year; 
he h,vl taken great delight ia cnltiYatiug the rose and other garde!.l flowers, 
,rntchiug the evolution of the full bloom from the tiniest hnd with the en
thn~ia,m horn of his love of the beautiful. 

Holwrt l\I. Lyon married Rebecca Brother on l\fay 20, 1851, aml two 
yearti ago they celebrated their golden wedding in the same house where 
th8Y be~au their married lite. 

Besides hi, wife and one brother, l\Ir. ,James Lyon o-f this village, he 
leaw, four children: )Irs. Casiu B. Obert. of Cliutou, Iowa; Mrs. \Villiam 
S. Allen, of Bayonn,', N .• J.; )loses H. Lyon, of Deadwood, 8outh Da
kota, and Mrs. Thorna, C'. 1Vellma11, of Bayonne, X. J. 

Tlw executive committee of the Steu\.ie1, County Agricultural Society 
concluded its • Tribute,' to his memory as follows: 

'l\Ir. L,ron was a most warm-he,trted, whole-souled gentleman, with whom 
to work shoulder to ,;houlder iu any matter of public beuetit or i1lterest, 
such t1s the executive committeeship of the Steuben Couuty Agricultural 
Society, was a great pleasure. His loss is felt by each fellow member. 
His memory is sweet to us all.' " 
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OTHER AXCESTORS. 

STOCKI.N"G. 
GEORGE STOCKIXG, boru in England; mc1rried first, Auua --- ; 

marrierl ,econd, iu Hartford, Conn.} Agnes ---. He came to J[assa
chusetb about 1 c3·3; had a house in Cambrid!.(e at the southwest eorner of 
the present Holyoke and "Winthrop Streets~ in 1G35, and was a•lmirte,l 
freeman in Jfay of that year. He removed with the first settlers to Hart
ford, iu 1 G313, where his name is borne on their monument in Central 
Church Cemetery. A lot of twenty acres w:\s assigned him at tl1e first 
distribution of land. He held the offices of selectman, survey,jr of liigh
ways and chi:nney-viewer, and was exempted from military duty in 1 G60, 
probably 011 acrount of age. In l\Iay, 1 G,O, he, with his wife. Agues, 
separate,.l to the Second Church of Hartford. An unprobated will, ,lated 
15 July, 11:ni, coiitains this legacy: "I doe also give to the Six Chil,lren 
of Andre,v Beuton, that is to Andrew Benton, Jr., John Benton. Samuel 
Bentou, ,Joseph Benton, :l\Iary Benton and Dorothy Benton, the su111 of 
£12, to l•e equally divided among them. I do also give unto Hmmah 
[Benton] Camp one !\,fare." His estate, which inventoried, 2:j )Iay. I G,~:3, 
£257: {J!J: Of), was divided among his four children: Deacou ~a111uel 
Stocking: Hannah, wife of .Andrew Benton; Sarah, wife of Samuel Olcott : 
Lydia, 1Yife of ,John Richards and his grandson John Stockiug. 

The ;.Yew England Register, Vol. L. -April, 1896, from which the iore
_::·oiug is largel_1· taken, contains the family gene:ilogy. 

"\VATERS. 
B1:XEL \V.t TERS, said to have been •· a man o"f good estate," die,l in Harts 

ford, Ct., 1.d1ere helong had been a resident, Feb. 14, 1729. Tlie record 
of his burial in Central Church Cemetery, says at the age of uinet.,·-,eveu 
years. IIis will, dated 1st Fel.J., 1721, has for its first item: "I gice to llt!J 
eldest rl,1ugliter, Sarah Benton, wffe cf Joseph Benton, £100 in mone!J," 
The o:her beueficiaries were his daughters, Mary, the wife of Thomas 
Seymour, aud Hannah, the wife of W'illterton l\Ierrells, to each of 1rhorn 
was giveu £100 in money; and his grandsons ,Joseph and Samuel ·waters, 
to whom were Lequeathed his real est:tte. Liberal provisiou was made for 
<; the SUfliJOrt of the ministry oi the South Chnrch in Hartford." The wife 
of his olt! age, not being mentioned in hi;; 1Yill, presumably di,l uot ,;u1Tive 
him. Hi, e~tate of £1483-16-00, was iuventoried, :&far. L:l, 1 ,:!~); and 
the moveaLle portion of it, after paying the legacies and his lld,ts (ahrnys 
pruviL:erl his executors be well paid"), m\s to iie given to the three daugh
ter~ oi his son Thomas \Yaters. His will appears in vol. ii., Harl!J Ct. 
P,·,,bate Records, of which we have :, copy. 

XORTO.X-BAYES. 
"RcTH X ORTO~ of Edgartown," ( Dukes Co., }lass.), who wa, married 

to I,aac, ,on of ,Joseph and Sarah (Waters) Benton, in Tolland, Cl., Jiar. 
lG, 17cJ0, was a descendant, prob:i.lJly in the third degree, of Xi<·hufa, and 
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Elizabeth Korton, who were at 11·eymouth, J\Iass., as early as 1637, at 
which time he was a tax collector :md constable. A daughter Ruth, who 
marrie,l a Cleveland in IG7G, aml four sons: Isaac, Jacob. Benjamin and 
Jo.sel'h, ,vere born there-Isaac. :i\fay 3, 16-U, andJacob, :\far. orApr. l, 
16-1:3. And while there is n,\ record of birth of the others. it appears 
else"·here that Joseph, who le1t n. will, was eighty-nine years old at the 
time of his death in 1741, and heuce boru in 1652. The fam:h· removed 
to Edg:1,rtown (:Martha's Vinerard) tu t:wly as 1659, where b0.th parents 
died iu l!.J00-the father rlrst :1t the a~e of niuetv vears. Their son Isaac 
Korton married Ruth, a daughter o( Thomas ·and Ann ( Ba:;:er) Baye,, 
who were at Edgartown as .::arl: as 1G.'i3. frum Dedham, lUa;,s .. \Yhere they 
were ma:Tied, Oct. 26, 163~1. ,1w1 the daughter Ruth was horn, April 5, 
16-12. The will of Thomas Bayes, dated Feb. 14, l G80, probably the 
year of his death, mentions hi., d:rnghter Ruth as "the wife of Isaac Xor
ton." .\,; ,Jacob Norton die,1 unmiu-rie,1, and neither of hi, brothers, 
Benjami1: awl ,Joseph, had a ,1,rnglner Ruth, the inference is strong that 
Isa~c Benton's wife, Ruth, was a :,!T:U1<1daughter of Isaac and R11th (Bayes) 
Xortc•n. Dili;:;ent research has failed to discover the missing liuk. 

WIFE OF DAVID BENTON, SR. 

P:~i'.,i,tent flxamination of ,11<: Salisbury aml Sharon (Ct.) r<:cor<l.s has 
failed t:) rBYed the family name oi SA llAH, \\·ife of David Be11ton, Sr. The . 
Salbbury records show the binb of their eight ehilrlren, one of Y1"l10;n 

•lie<.1 .. iu y" [jth yr of her age." The blaak space is left for its 'c'ntry, shonlil 
1ier name h,: discovered hen,a~t<:r. 

S'rE\Y.\.HT-BI:t,;GH.A~I. 
The mother of the S.-UUH BI'>Grr.u1, born in Salisbury, Ct., ,Tune \), 

17')-5, >'.-ho bee:tme the wife ui D:wirl Beutou, Jr., ~far. Z, 17,;.1. was Sarn!i. 
-Ja;16hter oi Alexander aud Am,c ~tew::rt, who were at ::S-1EiYich, Ct., as 
early ai' 1736. as its town rec0r1b sl.iow ,h,:i he bought bll(l t,1ere in th,1t, 

;-e:u:. Thev abo show that chilrlrt:i::. were born to them there. as fol101Vs : 
:Jolrn in l7J7, Elizabeth in 1,;;~1 :rnd ~\!exander in 174-2, 

IIis Christian aud surname i11tlic·ittc a Scottish nativity. The rlaught~r 
Sarah 11·a3 probably also bor•, in XonYich, and in 1735, as \YG:ild appear 
from a sc:.mple of her skill in worsted work, now in p•J,sessiou of 
:\fas 11:irrict N. Lyon of Bath. X Y. The piece, after di,;playing the 
alphabe, iu capitals, sets forth tin,se words and figures, aJso in capitah: 
YEAR · 1752 · 36::19 · ~')AR.\FI STE\V.-1.RT • HER S.-1.:,IPLElt • AGE 17 . 
Sh.i ma,Tied Benjamin Bingh;;.1J1 a.t \Vimlham, Conn., Oct. 1,5, 1754. 
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BING HAMS. 
THOMAS BINGHAM, born in Sheffield, England; m. July 6, 1 t331, Anna 

Stenton. His father, Thomas Bingham, as master-cutler became a mem
ber of the" Cutlers' Company" in that city, Dec. 21, 1_614. (The family 
genealogy, compiled by Gen. Theodore A. Bingham, .U.S.A., retired, and 
published in the Register, vol. xlix, gives the date of their rnanfage and 
the baptism of thefr children, as obtained in 18!14 from the regi,ter of St. 
Peter's ~nd Holy Trinir,y pai·ish at Sheffield.) 

Chi!d;:en: 1. Abel, bapt. Uay 13, 1632. 2. Stephen, bapt. De:). 2G, 1633. 
:{. Edward, bapt. l\lar. 28, 1636. -!. flobe1·t, bapt. Dec. 15, w:.:s. 5. Eliz
abeth, bapt. Oct. 18, 1640. 6. THo,us, bapt. June 5, 1642. ,. Anna, 
bapt. Nov. 5, 1644. 

1. Tumus2 BrnGHAl1 ( Thomas1 ), bapt. ,June 5, 1642, at Sheffidd, Eng. ; 
came to America at au early age with his parental family, which 
settled at Saybrook, Conn. He married, Dec. 12, 1666, at "Bride 
Brook," Mary, daughter of Lieut. Jonathan Rudd, born in 1648, 
died Aug. 4, 1726, "age 78 years." (See sketch.) 

. Cllil~~ren on.No-rwic4 t_ecords: 1, ;ruo:1us,3 b. Dee. 11, 1667. 2. Abel, 
b. June 25, 1669. 3. Jfary, b. July-, 1672. 4. Jonathan, b. Apr. 
15, 1674. 5. Ann, b. Aug.-, IG77. 13. Abigail, b. Nov. -1, 1679. 
7. Nathaniel, b. Oct. 3. 1681. 8. Deborah, b. Dec. 11,, lliti3. 9. 
Sa11iuel, b. 11-Iar. 28, 1685. 10. Joseph, b. Jan. 15, 1G8!1. 11. Ste
phen, b. Apr. 30, 1690, 

11-Irs. Edna B. Felter of Huntington, I,nd., and F. F. Bin;ham of 
Tallahassee, Fla,., are descemlauts of Samuel; and Gen. 'i'l.Jeo. F. 
Bingham, of N. Y. city, is a desceuclant of Joseph of this family.) 

ii. THOJIAS3 BrxGHAlI ( Tlt0mas,'" T!t0mas1
), born Dec. 11, lGG7, at 

Norwich, Conn.; d. there Apr. J, 1710; married, Feb. 17, 1G9::!, 
Hannah, daughter of Lieut. William Backns, ,Jr. 

Children on Norwich records: I. Thr,inas, b. Nov. 20, 16~2. :!. Jere
inia!,, b. July 4, lGlJ-1. 3. llan1u1h, b. Mar. 31, W!JG. -L Jfcir11, b. 
:FelJ. 21), 16!)8. 5. Doroth!J, b. Jan. 24, 1,00. G. JABEZ. h. Nov. 
20, 1:-01. 7 . .'{athaniel, b. June 30, 1704. 8 . .Joseph, b. June-!, 1709. 

iii. ,Lrnr:z 4 BrxGILU, (Tlwmas,8 1'/wnws, 2 T!tomas'), bo!'l! No,. :2 11, 1701, 
at .NoTwich, Co1!n.; dietl at Salisbury. Conn., Aug. 30, 1 h 5; mar
ried Fch. -~, 1721, Bithia 'Wood. Children, all on Norwic1l records, 
with the .statement that J\lartha, the last, was boru at \Vi::..21uuu, ~ml 
the preceJiug childreu at Lebanon : 

C!Jilc:ren: 1. Bithia, b. ~Iar. 2G, li22. 2. Jabez, b. Apr. 12, 1724. 
3. Sil,,~, b. Apr. 20, 1,26. 4-. Daniel, b. ,July 24, 1728. .3. BEs
.u:l'us, b. Oct. 1, 1.30. G. Ebenezer, b. Jan. 30, 1733. 7. Zaniah, 
b. )lay 10, 1735. 8. 8olo11rnn, b. Sept. 16, 1737. 9. Bnwjah, b. 
~O\', 2'J, 1:-:.:9. 10. Jeclaliah, h. :\Iar. 9, 1742. 11. ,lI,,ry, l.J. Apr. 
15, l~~-i. 12. )Iartha, b. Apr. 16, 17-17. (See sketch.) 

1.-. BEx.r.u11x6 DrxGH.-ur (Jabez/ Tlwmas. 3 I'homas,2 Thomas1 ), born 
Oct. 1. 1 ,;l(), at :--orwich, Conn. ; re::uovccl irom Windham rn Salis
bun :i1 17 ,: l ur 17 62, wl1cre he d:e,t hut t!ate of death ie llJ, k11own; 
ma;rie,1, i)-2r. 15, 17 ,j.J., :1;: Windha~, Sarah Stewart of :;o.rwich, 
born 1 ,;J,'), ,:it,,l at Salis bur.,·, Dt:"c. 5, 1773, ·' aged 3\l y~ars." 

Chi:tlrc-,1. th:- ilrst fonr on Win·l!iam recorcls. the othc,·.; 011 Salis
lmry·s: l. Rial, h. ,Jmrn 20, 1755. 2. Benjamin, b. ,fo1:e 5, 1757. 
3. U/ire, b, il!a!'. 8, 1759. 4 . .-li,nel', b. Jan. 23, 17lil. :; . .F'wrny, 
b. );°o\'. ~5, l;'G2. (i. SAU.HI, b, Juu0(), 1765; Ill, l\far.17, c··,;, David 
BeutoD ·of Sheffie!cl, :,fas.;. 7. A,;iy, h. Sept. 21, li'Gi'. 0 • Detty, 
b. J:u. 17. 1770. 9. Stc1cart, b. Jan. l, and d. Apr. 14. 17~2. 10. 
Anne, b. Oct. 2, li73. 
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THOMAS BINGHAM, THE EMIGRANT. 

BORN in Sheffield, England, June 5, 1642, came with his parents, we 
think, to Saybrook, Conn., probably about 1650. That his father died in 
this country may be inferred from the fact that the palish register, while 
it shows his marriage and the births of his seven children, does not show 
an entry of his death. His mother's second husband was William Backus, 
Sr., with whom she and her son removed, in 1659, to Norwich, where the 
step-father died about 1661 and the mother in May, 1670. The son was 
one of six minors, being then seventeen years of age, who were accounted 
"accepted inhabitants" of the town with all privileges of "first propr·ietors" ,· 
and in a diagram of First House Lots, apportioned in 1660, the name of 
"Bingham" appears on a strip of four acres running from the principal 
street to the river. He removed to Windham in 1692, and was a first 
proprietor of the town, his future home until his death, Jan. 16, 1730, 
"aged 88 years," his wife having previously died, .Aug, 4, 1726, "aged 
78 years." The Caulkins' History of Norwich says: "He appears to 
have sustained through bfe a position of influence and respectability." 
"Both in civil and religious capacity he takes rank among the fathers of 
the Town." .At the organization of the First. Church of Windham, Dec. 
1 0, 1700, he was ordained senior deacon, in which office he was continued 
until his death. .Aud at the '' seating of the meeting-house, .April 19, 1703, 
by reason of his age and office, he occupied the most honorable position- the 
seat at the ri'ght hand of his wife in the pew." 

His wife, .Mary Rudd, born in 1648, to whom he was married, Dec. 12, 
1666, was a daughter of Lieut. Jonathan Rudd of Saybrook, as appears 
from some h,gal document at Hartford, in which Nathaniel Rudd refers to 
Jonathan Rudd as his father, and Thomas Bingham refers to Nathaniel 
Rudd as his brother-'that is, his brother-in-law. 

The romantic marriage of her parents, in the winter of 1646-7, on the 
banks of a little stream that has been christened Bridal Brook in commem
oration of the event, has been woven into story and the story into song. 
The legendary incident, as related in Miss Caulkins' History of Norwich, 
is to the effect that the hero, Jonathan Rudd, as yet unincumbered with a 
lieutenancy, had won a fair young lady's consent to marriage-the name 
of Mary, however, by which the heroine is known to fame, resting solely 
on the assumption that it was from this maternal source that her eldest 
child, who became the wife of Thomas Bingham, derived her name of Mary . 
.A serious obstacle to its consummation, it appears, confronted the pait as 
there. was neither minister nor magistrate at Saybrook to solemnize the rite. 
Hartford, with its many miles of trackless, snow-clad forests, being deemed 
impracticable, negotiations were begun with John ·winthrop (not Jonathan 
as in the poem), a magistrate at Pequot Harbour (now New London). 
But holding authority under the colony of l\Iassachusetts, his services were 
not available at Saybrook, which was in the Connecticut colony. It was 
finally planned, however, that the ceremony should be performed at a 
midway stre,i,m that marked the limit of the Massachusetts jurisdiction: 
and in pursuance of the arrangement, the bridal and ministerial parties 
convened at the appointed time on the Massachusetts side of the ice-bound, 
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snow-enveloped stream, and the happy twain were with due ceremony 
united in the matrimonial bond, by W ynthrop, afterwards governor of 
Connecticut. 

THE SONG. 

BRIDE BROOK. 

BY G. P. LATHROP, 

(The'' Atlantic," for April, 1876.) 

1. Wide as thy sky Time spreads his hand, 
And blindly over ns there blows 

A swarm of years that till the land, 
Then fade, and are as fallen snows. 

2. Behold! the flakes fall thick and fast; 
Or are they years that come between, 

When, peering back into the past, 
I search the legendary scene ? 

3. Nay: marshaled down the open coast, 
Fearless of that low rampart's frown, 

The winter's white-winged, footless host 
Beleaugers ancient Saybrook town. 

4. Aud when the settlers wake, they stare 
On woods half buried, white and green, 

A smothered world, an empty air, 
Never bad such drifts been seen! 

5. But " Snow lies light upon my heart! 
And thou," said merry Jonathan Rudd, 

"Wilt wed me, winter shall depart, 
And love like spring for us shall bud." 

6. "Nay, how," said Mary, "may that be ? 
Nor minister nor magistrate 

Is here to join us solemnly; 
And snow-banks bar us every gate." 

7. "Winthrop at Pequot Harbor lies," 
He laughed. And with the morrow's sun 

He faced the deputy's dark eyes : 
" How soon, sir, may the rite be done ? " 

8. "At Saybrook? There the power's not mine." 
Said he, "But at the brook we'll meet, 

That ripples down the boundary line; 
There you may wed, and Heaven shall see't." 

9. Forth went, next day, the bridal train 
Through vistas dreamy with gray light. 

The waiting woods, the open plain, 
Arrayed in consecrated white, 

10. Received and ushered them along. 
The very beasts before them tied, 

Charmed by the spell of inward song 
These lovers' hearts around them spread. 
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11. Four men with netted foot-gear shod 
Bore the maid's carrying-chair aloft; 

She swayed above, as roses nod 
On the lithe stem their bloom-weight soft. 

12. At last beside the brook they stood, 
With Winthrop and his followers; 

The maid in fiake-embroid.ered hood, 
The magistrate well cloaked in furs, 

13. That, parting, showed a glimpse beneath 
Of ample, throat-enriching ruff 

As white as some wind-gathered wreath 
Of snow quilled into plait and puff. 

14. A few grave words, a question asked, 
Eyelids that with the answer fell 

Like falling petals,-form that tasked 
Brief time-yet all was wrought and well! 

15. Then, " Brooklet," Winthrop smiled and said, 
"Frost's fingers on thy lip makes dumb 

The voice wherewith thou shouldst have sped 
These lovers on their way; but, come, 

16. " Henceforth forever be thou known 
By name of her here made a bride; 

So shall thy slender music's moan 
Sweeter into the ocean glide." 

17. Then laughed they all, and sudden beams 
Of sunshine quivered through the sky. 

Below the ice the unheard stream's 
Clear heart thrilled on in ecstacy. 

18. And lo, a visionary blush 
Stole warmly o'er the voiceless wild, 

And in her wrapt and wintry hush 
The lonely face of Nature smiled. 

19. Ah, Time, what wilt thou ? Vanished quite 
Is all that tender vision now; 

And like snow-flakes in the night, 
Mute lie the lovers as their vow. 

20. .and O thou little careless brook, 
Hast thou thy tender trust forgot? 

Her modest memory forsook, 
Whose name, known once, thou utterest not ? 

21. Spring wakes the rills blithe minstrelsy; 
In willow bough or alder bush 

Birds sing, with golden filigree 
Of pebbles 'neath the flood's clear gush; 

22. But none can tell us of that name 
More than the" Mary." Men still say 

"Bricle Brook" in honor of her fame; 
But all the rest has passed away. 
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A SKETCH OF CALEB BINGHAM. 

DANIEL BINGHAM, with his older brothers Jabez and Silas, came from 
Windham, Conn., to Salisbury in 1750, and were followed by the removal 
of their father, Jabez Bingham, and the rest of his family and descendants, 
a few years thereafter. Daniel Bingham married Hannah Conant at 
Windham,. and of their eig_lit children., U!!lEzb t4!l.fourth was born, Apr.18, 
1757, at Salisbury. The Journal ef Education, vol. v., Cong. Library, at 
Washington, contains a sketch of his life, from which we note the follow
ing: 

He was a graduate of Dartmouth College in 1782; removed to Boston 
in 1784; was an" instruc.tor of much eminence," and a successful business 
man. He was compiler and publisher of the Young Ladies' Accidence, the 
American Preceptor and the Columbian Orator - educational works of 
great popularity and wide circulation in their day. On the death of his 
father in 1805, he became the owner, by purchase from the other heirs, 
of the farm of 100 acres near the mountain and between the twin lakes, 
Washinee and Washining, in the northwest corner of the town, which his 
grandfather, ,Jabez Bingham, had given his father. He made yearly visits 
to the place until about the time of his death, which occurred from dropsy 
of the brain, April 6, 1817. He was buried in the family vault of his 
wife on Copps' Hill, in Boston, leaving his widow and two daughters sur
viving him. Sophia, the elder, became the wife of Gen. Nathan Townson, 
paymaster-general U.S.A. They lived in " 7 ashington, where both <lied 
about 1858, leaving an only daughter, who married a Lieut. Caldwell, U.S.A. 
The other daughter was still living in 1858. 

'While an undergraduate at Dartmouth, ,he united with the church nuder 
the charge of the venerable Eden Burroughs, and his affection for that ex
cellent man, no doubt led him, as the article states, to take the interest he 
did in endeavoring to check the wayward career of his son, the somewhat 
notorious Stephen Burroughs. 

This reference to Stephen Burroughs brought to my attention his 11Ie
moirs written by himself in li94, and published at Hanover, N. II., in 
1798, an ancient, well preserved, unread volume that was in my father's 
library from my earliest recollection, and is now in mine. In my youthful 
days, as well as in later years, I had sought to delve into its contents, but 
had always failed to get beyond a page or two; but now that the name of 
a Bingham, and he a first cousin and doubtless personal acquaiutance of 
my grandmother Benton, was associated with the name of its author, it 
was at once invested and read with the liveliest interest, and especially so 
as it contains a couple of letters written by :Mr. Bingham to its author
one dated, Boston, December 22d, 1788, and the other, Boston, November 
20th, 1789. 

How it came to the possession of my father is altogether conjectural, 
but presumably by purchase, or presentation from so~e Bingham to my 
grandmother, or some member of her family, whiie living in J\ew York, 
and through her or them descended to him; or possibly he may have been 
the original owner by purchase. It is just to the memory of my father to 
state that his tastes were not in the direction of this class of readiag, as its 
author, though unusually gifted, was rather a disreputable fellow, iu(l his 
book was largely a recital of the hard ways into which his transgressions 
had led him. 
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VERMILYAS-WRIG HTS. 

The nativity of the VERmLYAS is matter of conjecture with some that 
bear the name, and possibly from a pardonable bias that covets relation
ship with some one of the name who has attained an eminence· in the affairs 
of men. An Italian origin is claimed by these for the reason that the 
earliest_ account of the Vermilyas of America, is furnished by a record in 
a Walloom churcli iii London~ ortlie-bapTism in 1601, crfthe 'Isaac Ver
milya, who, with his family, came at an early day to our country. And on 
this foundation of name, time and place of baptism, is reared the assump
tion that the parents of this Isaac Vermilya, Jean and Marie (Roublet) 
Vermeille, were kindred of that distinguished Italian reformer, Pietro Ver
migli (Peter Martyr), who was in England, on the invitation of Archbishop 
Cranmer, from 1540 until the accession of'Queen Mary in 1558, and that 
they had come there under his auspices. 

The French names of the parents, suggest at once the idea of French 
extraction; and the name of the church that of a possible W alloom nativi
ty. For the ,v a.llooms, a people of southern Holland, are, it is said, de
scendants of the old Gallic Belgre, and speak a basal French language, 
and it was from Holland that Isaac Vermilya emigrated witli his family to 
New Harlem in the Dutch colony of the New Netherlands, now New 
York, where a colony of one hundred Wallooms had been landed three· or 
four decades previously. 

But setting aside all these considerations, we are grounded in the belief 
that the ancestry of Isaac Vermilya were French Huguenots, who, being 
alarmed by the horrors of the St. Bartholomew massacre ii. 1572, found, 
in common with many of their countrymen, an asylum from religious per
secution in Protestant England. The incident of baptism in a W alloom 
church may properly be referred to a coincidence of religious faith and 
affinity of language. , 

That the Vermilyas of New Harlem, where they settled as early as 1661 
or 1662, were French speaking, notwithstanding their years of residence 
in Holland, and the assumed Dutch form of Christian a.nd surname, is not 
so much as questioned by Riker in his History of Harlem. Indeed, it ap
pears to have been retained well on to a century, for the history states of 
three of the descendants, John, Gerardus and David, who were Revolu
tionary soldiers, that " They in common with their kindred, had now yielded 
their French characteristics, at least as to their speech, for it is known that 
John, called ' Honnes,' was wont to ask blessing in Dutch." 

It may be noticed that the French were numerically in the lead at Har
lem in 1661, which is the year prior to the advent of the Vermilyas, as a 
statement of the comparative strength of the several nationalities of its 
pioneers at the close of that year, shows that there were ten Frenchmen, 
as against seven Hollanders, fonr each of W allooms and Danes, three 
Germans and two Swedes. 

That the V ermilyas were of French origin, the additional fact is ad
vanced that Marie, the eldest daughter of Isaac Vermilya, became the 
wife of Jean, son of Dr. Jean de la Montane, a Huguenot refugee at Ley
den, the place of her birth, though the marriage was probably after their 
arrival at Harlem. And to this circumstance may be added the fact that 
Isaac Vermilya used his name in its French form of Vermeille, although 
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his son John's appears under the Dutch form of Johannes Vermilje, but 
pronounced as if spelled Vermilya. 

In Isaac Vermilya all that bear the name in America have a common 
ancestor; and with his son "Johannes" occurs the first divergence of an
cestral lines in the persons of his sons Isaac and John, the only sons tha.t 
became heads of families. And the branch to which their descendants be
long may generally be determined by the terminal letter of the name ! 
those of Isaac's line ending with e or ea, and John's with a. The wills of 
Joliii aiicf .Aoraliam, rue estate of William; and the family record of Ed ward 
Vermilya, all of whom were of our ancestral line, have the name terminated 
as here given; and it is so written by all their descendants, as far as my 
knowledge and researches have gone. And with Isaac's descendants, 
wherever I have met with it, it is spelled Vermilye. 

Ryker's History of Harlem, from which I have obtained a type-written 
account of much that relates to the Vermilyas, furnishes largely the his
torical and vital statistical portion of what is herein set forth. The mat
ter was compiled and contributed by Thomas E. Vermilye of New York 
city, with whom I have had a very agreeable correspondence. 

1. IsAAC2 VERUILYA (John1 ), son of Jean and l\Iaria Roublet Vermeille, 
was baptized in 1601, in the Walloom church, in London, England, aud 
married in 1627, Jacomina Jacobs, at Leyden, Holland. He settled at 
New Harlem, Manhattan Island, New York, in 1662. His house occupied 
a spot nearly central of the block between 1st and 2d Avenues, and 12:l 
and 123 Streets. In 1663, he commanded a military company, and in 
June, 1666, he was appointed magistrate by the English governor, Nicolls.. 
In Jan., 1665, he and "Jacomina Jacobs his wife," and his son-in-law, 
Montagne, Jr., and " Marie Vermilye his wife," were present at an enter
tainment given by the officiary of the Harlem church to the Dutch ex
governor, Peter Stuyvesant, the colony having passed from the Dutch to 
the English in 1664. In 1675, as "Isaac Vermille," he was paid 12 flo
rins, for the funeral of Jean le Comte, a circumstance that suggests the 
probability of his serving in the "office of clerk," for the French residents 
of Harlem, inasmuch as on" Sep. 4, 1676, Vermilye," either father or son, 
is mentioned as " clerk." On Aug. 29, 167 6, he witnessed the will of Aert 
Piertsen Buys of Fordham. His death occurred in this last mentioned 
year. 

Children, born in Leyden, Holland : 

i. MARIE, b. in 1629; m. 1st, John de la Montagne, Jr., who d. in 
1672; m. 2d, Isaac Kip, whom she survived a number of years, 
as he d. about 1678. Her name appears in a list of land owners, 
Dec. 3, 1685; and she d. about 1690, "shortly after the marriage 
in 1689," of her son Abraham Montagne. 

2. ii. JOHANNES, b. in 1632. 
iii. ABRAHAM, Lived in Harlem, but" had no issue.I' 
iv. RACHEL, b. in 1637; m. (1), John Terbosch; m. (2), Derick Wes

sels. 

NoTE.-The marriage of Marie Vermilya to the gifted son of Dr. l\Ion
tague, and of" Johannes" Vermilya to a daughter of Resolved 
Waldron, two of the most prominent and influential pioneers of 
Harlem, warrant the reference to their father, in "Toler and Nut
ting's New Harlem," as'' the venerable and much respected Isaac 
Vermilya." 
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2. "JoHANXES" 8 VERlIILYA (Isaac,2 John1 ) was born in Leyden, Hol
land, in 1632; m. Aug. 27, 1670, Aeltie, daughter of Resolved 
·waldron. Riker's History of Harlem says of him in substance: 
Coming here in ripe manhood and uniting in his character the 
sterling traits of the French and Dutch, he was made court mes
senger in 1665 and constable in 1667, being for this year also far
mer of the excise, previous to which he had set up a brewery. He 
was a magistrate at the time of his marriage in 1670, and took a 
leading~j_5art in -civil -and chlll'cir affairs; · And wall orni of the com
mittee of safety in the political crisis of 1689-the abdication of 
James II. of England, and the accession to the throne of "William 
and l\Iary. The committee appointed Capt. Jacob Leisler to the 
captaincy of the fort, at the Battery; and commissioned him as 
"commander in chief" of the province. Ha\·ing a seat in Leisler's 
council, he was sent on an embassy to Xew Haven; but the com
ing of Col. Slaughter in March, 1691, ended its existence, and 
Leisler and its members were "committed to the guards," on a 
charge of high treason, and two months later Leisler and one of his 
co-adjutors were executed. Vermilya and the remainder of the 
council werP., however, after seventeen months of suspense, libe
rated on the arrival of Governor Fletcher, and in Feb. 1693, were 
pardoned by the King (William of Orange). He died in March, 
1696. She was living as late as June, 1712, when her name, as 
Aeltie Vermilye, appears in each of four different sub-divisions of 
lands. 

Children, born in Harlem: 
i. REBECCA, b. 1671; m. Peter Bussing. 
ii. SAIUH, b. 1673; m. Tennis Dolsen. 
iii. RACHEL, b. 1675; m. Charles Vincent. 
iv. AnnAHA:I[, b. 16,9. Supposed to have been killed in the Esopus 

(Kingston) War. Was living in 1 i30. Diec! without issue. 
v. ISAAC, b. 1682; m. Josyntie Ohlimus. 
vi. M,rnrn, b.- 1684; m. Peter Kierse. 
vii. JACOB, b. 1686; !'lied young. 

3. viii. Jonx, b. 1G88. Our ancestor.-J. H.B. 
ix. HA~:,.;AH, b. 1690; m. John Odell, ancestor of Benjamin B. Odell, 

who was governor of New York from 1903 to 1905. 
"The three sons became farmers in Yonkers." 

3. Jom,4 VERlULYA (Johannes,8 Isaac, 2 John1
) was born in 1688, in 

Harlem, N. Y.; married first, Oct. 29, 1713, Sarah Odell; mar
ried second, l\Iaritie ---. He became rich in landed property 
by the purchase of farms about Kings bridge, in Yonkers, in ·west
chester county. He lived until '' far advanced in years," as is 
stated in his will, which was executed June 3, 1776, and proved 
Nov. 2, 1786. It names his sons Abraham aud Frederick, and his 
wife, l\Iaritie, his executors; but it appears from an inyentory of 
his estate which was taken June 7, 1787, and filed 1\Iarch 3, 1788, 
that his son John was its administrator, his son Abraham, one of his 
executors, having died before his father, who died in Oct., 1786, 
aged 98 years. We have a copy of his will.-J. H.B. 

Children, probably born in Yonkers, and named in order of the 
will: 

4. i. ABRAHA:1r. Our ancestor.-J. H. B. 
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ii. JOSHUA, d. in Westchester Co., in 1782. 
iii. FREDERICK, m. in 1763, Catherine Nodine. 
iv. JOHN; the name appears as "Johannes" in the will. 
v. GERARDU'S, m. in 1762, Jane Valentine. 
vi. DAvm. 
vii. BENJAMIN. 
viii. AELTIE, m. John Kortright of Harlem. 
ix. .AXTIE. x. MARITIE, xi. SARAH. xii. REBECCA. 

···J·ohrr;·Gerardns, Ba·vhi filld-Benjamin remov.ed from Yonkers 
to Dutchess county, before the Revolutionary war, in which they 
and Joshua also were soldiers. 

4. ABRAHAM5 VER~IILYA (John,' Johannes,' Isaac,2 John1) was born, 
probably, about 1716; married Mehetabel---, the name be
ing accepted on the authority of Mr. Thomas E. Vermilya, as it is 
given in Riker's History of Harlem, and supported by concurrence 
of the name in the families of her sons "William, Abraham and 
Edward. She is not mentioned by name, but simply as his" be
loved wife," in his will which was executed, Feb. 15, 1782, and 
proved, July 20, 1784, the year of his death. His sons John and 
Edward were his executors. He was bequeathed, besides other 
devises by his father's will, the homestead of one hundred acres at 
Yonkers. 

Children, born in Yonkers : 

i. JOHN, evidently the pensioned Revolutionary soldier, who died at 
Otego, Oswego Co., N. Y., Oct. 22, 1821. The widow applied in 
1853, alleging their marriage (not the first) in 1816, at Sidney, 
Delaware Co., N. Y. 

ii. SARAH, "wife of Solomon Hustis." 
5. iii. WrLLIA.'1-1, who m. Phebe Hustis, probably a sister of Sarah's hus

band. He was willed one half of the homestead. Our ances
tors.-J. H. B. 

iv. ABRAHAM, m. Mary--. Lived at Harlem. Children: 1. John. 
2. James. 3. William. 4. Mehetabel. 5. Phebe. 

Y, EDWARD, b. 1759; m. Sarah Hyatt. Both and a son Abraham d. of 
cholera, at Harlem, the same day, July 20, 1832. 

N0TE.-The names are given in the order mentioned in the will, and 
presumably in that of their birth. 

Their father, who was born about 1716, presumably married 
late in life, as his wife is said to have been born in 1728, a state
ment that harmonizes with the births of their children, as John, 
the eldest child, alleges in his pension claim in 1818, that he was 
then 63 years of age, which, if correct, gives 1755 as the year of 
his birth. 

5. WILLlA::116 VERMILYA (.Abraham,5 John/ Johannes,8 Isaac,2 John1). 

If younger than the accepted brother John, who says he was born 
in 1755, and younger than his sister Sarah, he was born about 
1759, and hence was only about eighteen years of age at the time 
of his marriage to Phebe Hustis, as Edward their eldest child was 
born in Sept., 1777. He died in Delaware Co., N. Y., in the early 
part of 1803, as letters of administration were granted his widow 
and their son Edward, April 12th of that year. She died in the 
same county in May, 1839, as stated in a letter, in June, 1842, 
from her son Samuel to our uncle John C. Vermilya. The time 
of their removal to Delaware county is not known, but it was 
probably prior to the date of his father's will, in 1782, which might 
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account for his not being one of his executors instead of his younger 
brother Abraham. 

Children were : 
i. EDWARD, b. Sept. 7, 1777. Our ancestor.-J. H.B. 
ii. SOLOMON, b. Nov. 6, 1784; d. June 18, 1872. Lived and died in 

Delaware Co., N. Y., where many of his descendants reside at 
the present day. His children were: 1. Solomon. 2. L@i. 3. 
Phebe. 4. Emeline. 5. William D. 6. Eli.ff. 7. Noah D. 8. 
Hannah. -- 9. Mary. Alf deceased. The names were furnished 
me, in person, by a grandson, Mr. Wm. D. Vermilya, at Halcot
ville, in that county, in Ang., 1903. 

iii. ABRAHAM, probably the second son; m. Charity Molineaux; d. 
about 1822, in Delaware county. Children: 1. Mercy. 2. Solo
mon. 3. Phebe. 4. Susan. 5, John. 6. Cynthia. 7. Avery, 
b. Sept. 10, 1820, in the town of Roxbury, Del. Co. 8. Abraham. 
The names furnished by letter from A11ery Vermilya, dated Dexter, 
Minn., Mar. 21, 1904, who says his father died when he was about 
18 months old, when he was taken and raised by his grandmother 
Vermilya until he was 16 years of age. That be thinks her name 
was Phebe, but is sure that her family name was Husted. 

iv. SA.'IIUEL, b. June 8, 1793; m. Oct. 8, 1817, Catherine Robinson. 
Resided all his life in Delaware county. He d. Apr. 9, 1852, and 
shed. Apr. 18, 1872. Children: 1. Edward, b. Sept. 7, 1818; d. 
Apr. 17, 1893. 2. Orville, b. Sept. 11, 1822; d. June 3, 1897. 3. 
William, b. Feb. 16, 1829; d. June 15, 1887. 4. Melissa (now 
Mrs. Nelson Beardslee) b. Jan. 17, 1835. 5. Edgar, b. June 26, 
1840. 6. Oliva (now Mrs. Hewitt), b. Nov. 19, 1842, who furnished
me this data in the home of her sister, Mrs. Beardslee, near Kel
ley's Corners, Delaware Co., Mon., Aug. 25, 1903, where I spent 
a pleasant day with the sisters, Melissa and Oliva-their brother 
Edgar of Griffin's Corner being present part of the time. 

The other children, of whom no satisfactory data has been ob
tained, were: v. MEHETABEL, who died young. vi. JONATHAN, 
who is said to have moved to Canada. vii. JESSE, who moved to 
Chenangocounty. viii. WILLIAM. 

6. EDWARD7 VERMILYA ( William,6 Abraham,6 John,4 Johannes,8 Isaac,~ 
John1

) was born Sept. 7, 1777, in Westchester or Delaware Co., 
N. Y. A report of the A_djutant-General of New York shows 
that he was an ensign in the State militia, in the town of Roxbury 
in 1800. He moved from Delaware county to Dutchess (now Put
nam) county in 1803, and settled on the east side of Lake Mahopac, 
and moved from there to Salem, 'Washington Co., Indiana, in 1818. 
He married in 1794, Joanna, daughter of Robert Wright of the 
town of Carmel, in Putnam county, who mentions her in his will, 
made l\Iay 12, 1818 (the month and year of his death), as "the 
wife of Edward Vermilya." His other children were Ebenezer, 
Isaac, Solomon, 'William, Robert, Daniel, Sarah wife of John 
Beyea, Polly wife of Jeremiah l\faybie, Rachel wife of Samuel 
Haight, and Ruth who married an Olmstead. The devises of his 
will show him possessed of a large landed property. The wife of 
Edward Vermilya died at Salem, July 17, 1818, and he died Oct. 
16, 1818. 

Children, from a family record in the handwriting of their dau. 
Phebe; the first seven born in Delaware county, and the others in 
Dutchess county: 

i. PHEBE, b. Jan. 30, 1795; m. David Burr, at Salem. Shed. Feb. 20, 
1837, at Indianapolis, Ind., and he d. Aug. 11, 1870, at Delphi, 
Ind. 
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ii. RACHEL, b: Aug. 10; d. Aug. 18. 1797; named for her mother's 
sister. 

iii. RUTH, b. Aug. 13; d. Ang. 14, 1798; named for her mother's sister. 
iv. EBENEZER, b. Aug. U; cl. Aug. 15, 1799; named for his mother's 

brother. 
v. BARSHEBE, b. Aug. 19; d. Aug. 20, 1800. 
vi. ROBERT WRtGHT, b. Dec. 19, 1801; d. Nov. 5, 18!2, at Salem, Ind., 

where, with mv father aud mother, I attended his funeral on Sun
day aftemoon of the foUowJng_91ty.=.J,_H. B. _ He marriecl, }fay 
4, 182!l; l\"faivitia'!t Phelps, b. Mar. 20, 1807; cl. Nov. 4, 1884, at 
Unionville, Iowa. Chilctren, born in Salem: Eunice C., b. Apr. 
15, 1828; d. young. 2. Ed1card Alexander, b. Nov. 26, 1829; m. 
( 1) Jan. 4, 1853, Marian A. C. Oviatt; m. (2) Mar. 25, 1869, Eliza 
Enoch. Res., Attica, Kas. 3. Joanna, b. Nov. 3, 1831; m. Nov. 
20, 1848, Robert S. Bray. Res., Manchester, Oklahoma. 4. Ada
line, b. Oct. 6, 1833: m. Oct. 19, 1848, Jacob McDonald. Her 
res., Unionville, Iowa. 5. William Francis, b. Oct. 31, 1836; d. 
May 18, 1879, at Unionville, Iowa; m. Oct. 9, 1864, Mary E. Dean. 
He was a captain in the 36th Iowa Infantry. Only child, Yictor, 
d. at the age of 22 years. 6. Virginia Victoria, b. Jan. 24, 1838; 
d. young. 7. Robert David Burr, b. June 23, 1840; m. Dec. 23, 
1864, Barbara Clementine Ramsey. Res., Unionville, Iowa. 

vii. JOHN COLE, b, Sept. 11, 1803; m. (1) Dec. 1823, Catherine .Murphy, 
b. Sept. 11, 1804; ct. July 25, 1846; only child, Adaline, b. Ang. 
30, 1827; d. 1832; m (2) Dec .. 18!6.-near Brownstown, Jackson Co., 
Ind., Mary Ann, dau. of Thomas Carter. who was b. June 8, 1829; d. 
May 15, 18i0. Children: 1. Ann Mrn·ia, b. Aug. 21, 1847; cl. Nov. 
18, 1849. 2. ~llary Catherine, b. July 12, 18!8, cl. Nov.-, 1849. 3, 
Delight Sweetser, b. Sept. 28, 1850; d. Dec. 27, 1886; m. Ang. 27, 
1868, Joseph G. Strong, b. in 1841, and d. Apr. 10, 1902. Only 
child, Jay V., b. Aug. 14, 1878. 4. Sena Burr, b. May ll, 1855; m. 
Sept. 4, 18i6, Arthur Lee Brooks, who was b. Nov. 2J, 1855. 
Children: 1. Charles Brooks, b. Ang. 10, 1877. 2. Ralph Lee 
Brooks (res. Hubbard, Iowa), b. Mar. 13, 1882; m. July 23, 1904, 
Mayme Landis Harlan, b. Ang. 8, 1880; only child: Arthur Lee 
Brooks, b. June 17, 1906. 3. Harry Leon Brooks, b. July 24, 1885. 
4. Fred Arthur Brooks, b. Nov. 7, 1890. Residence, Tama, Iowa. 
M. (3) Jan. l, 1871, Mary Ann Carpenter, a native of Devonshire, 
Englanct, who survived his death, which occurred Jan. 12, 1897, 
at the age of 93 years 4 months and 2 days. He was a farmer, 
and prior to his removal to Tama county, Iowa, in 1851, he 
had carried on farming near Brownstown, Ind., for a number of 
years. He was a good man and true in all the relations of life, 
and had the respect and confidence of the communities in which 
he lived. See Obituaries. 

viii. MEHETABEL, but known as "Hetty," b. May 1, 1805; m. (1) July 
24, 1821, Albert Banks, who cl. Oct. 15, 1823, "aged 26"; m. (2) 
Mar. 31, 1824. Rev. Walter Benton. She d. Nov. 6, 1875; and he 
cl. Apr. 3, 1890. (See bis family history-p. 17.) 

ix. WILLIA)!, b. May 31, 1807; cl. Oct. 26, 1835, at Hopkinsville, Chris
tian Co., Ky. His widow, Sarah Vermilya, and their daugh
ter, Lucinda, then about two years of aire, visited our family at 
Brownstown, in the summer of 1836. Her second husband was 
a German physician at Hopkinsville. 

x. JESSE, b. May 18, 1809; m. July 4, 1832, Maria McTaggert, at 
Brownstown, Incl. The most of his married life was at Abolt, 
Allen Co., Incl., where he was engaged as a farmer and trader. He 
died there, after a brief illness, Aug. I, 1846, and sheclied, Jan. 23, 
1848. Children: 1. David Bm·r, b. J.833; cl. at the age of3 months. 
2. Jlfarieita, b. Aug. 19, 1834; m. Dec. 30, 1857, Ezekiel M. Talbot 
(now deceased). Children: 1. Jessie V. and 2. Charles AfcCul
loch. Res., Marion, Ind. 3. Adaline, b. Dec. 30, 1837; m. John 
Nelson Turner (now deceased). No children. Res., Marion, Ind. 
4 . .Ann Eliza, b. l\fay 16, 18!0, m. Marvin Robinson. Has liYed 
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in Pcrn and Terre Haute, Ind. Children: 1. Susan and 2. Chai·les 
McCulloch. 5. Jessie J.1Iai·ia, b. July 15, 1843; m. Stephen Bond, 
a banker at Fort Wayne, Ind. Ten children. This the fullest 
data obtainable. 

xi. ADALDTE. b. June 2, 1811 ; d. in child-birth, shortly before mid
night, Saturday, Dec. 21, 1842, at her home near Brownstown, 
Ind. (I rode with my mother, the following morning, to her late 
home, several miles in the country, where my mother remained 
until after her funeral and burial. She was a handsome, loveable 
Clii'istfan woman . .:.:.J. R. B:). She ,vas marriecl to Alexanaer 
Worth, Aug. 9, 1826,probably, at Salem, Ind. Mr. Worth, b. July 
21, 1803, at Hudson, Columbia Co., N. Y.; cl. Feb. 22, 1878, at 
Mooresville, Ind., son of Barzillai (a sea captain) and Mary 
Worth. While a babe, his father having died, his mother removed 
to Albany and from there to New York city, where, at an early 
age, employment was found for him in the bank of his uncle Gid
eon Worth. At the age of twenty,· he was at Salem, Ind., as we 
have a note of invitation (page 40), dated Dec. 12, 1823, addressed 
to our mother, and bearing his signature as one of the managers 
for a Christmas eve party. His mother, who was of French 
birth, died at }foo1·esville, and her grave in the "Old Cemetery" 
is near that of her son. 

His second wife was Harriet C. Glasscock, b. Mar. 27, 1823, in 
Ky.; cl. Jan. -, 1906, at l\fooresviile. Of their ten children, Deb
orah E. (now Mrs. Gregory), Alice, Fanny and Edward, are the 
only survivors. He lived at Salem, Mooresville, near Browns
town, Plainfield and Indianapolis, Ind. Children hy the first wife, 
born at Salem or Moores,'ille, except the last, who was born near 
Brownstown: I. Jlary, b. Aug. 7, 1827; cl. Aug. 26, 1828. 2. 
JJfm·y, b. Dec. 8, 1828; m. a Mr. Hockett, whose daughter, Mrs. 
Eleanor F. Chase of Springfield, l\Iass., furnished the data herein, 
relating to her grandfather ,vorth. 3. Mm·ia (res., near Holton, 
Kans.), b. Oct. 6, 1830; m. Rohert Little (now deceased). 4. Phe
be Ann, b. June 15, 1832; cl. Nov. 17, 1905, at Long Beach, Cal.; 
m. Mar. 1, 1849, Rufus Oursler, who d. July 13, 1885. Children: 
i. Charles A., b. Dec. 21, 1849; d. May 19, 1902. ii. Florence 
A., h. Feb. 9, 1852. iii. Alphonzo Rufus, b. Sept. 21, 1853. 5. 
Elizabeth, b. Nov. 9, 1833; m. Elias Johnson (now deceased); 
resides with her daughter, Mrs. Hattie Black, at Worthington, 
Ind. 6. Lawrence, b. Apr. 10, 1835 (now deceased); no data. 7. 
Adaline, h. June 3, 1838 (deceased); no data. 8. Julia Rucker 
(res., Brownstown, Ind.), b. Sept. 30, 1839; m. Nov. 11, 1860, 
Dr. Joseph Addison Stilwell, b. Apr. 11, 1831; cl. May 30, 1894. 
(He was assistant surgeon and surgeon of the 22 Incl. Vols. from 
1861 to 1865; and from boyhood until his death was an intimate 
personal friend of mine.-J. H.B.) Children: i. Walter Davis, 
b. Jan. 18, 1862; d. young. ii. Maria, b. Jan l, 1867; m. Oct. 2, 
1895, Charles H. Cox. Only child, Richard M. J., b. June. 1897. 
iii. Kate, b. Mar. 8., 1868; m. Oct. 2-1, 1892, Charles C. Boyatt. 
Children: (1) Marie, b. Feb. 26, 1894. (2) Thomas Stilwell, b. 
Oct. 29, 1896. (3) Rebecca, b. Aug. 7, 1898. ( 4) Charles Robert, 
b. Jan. 21, 1900. iv. Alexander Worth, b. May 31, 1870; cl. young. 
v. Anna, b. Jan. 2, 1874; m. Dec. 2, 1894, Edwin L. Vermilya. 
Children: (1) Wright, b. Jan. 16, 1897. (2) Herschel, b. Oct. 
29, 1899. 9. Sarah, b. Dec. 10, 1841; never married. Residence, 
Mooresville, Ind. 10. Catherine, b. 5 p. m. Dec. 31, 1842, 5 hours 
before the death of her mother. She was taken and raised bv her 
uncle, John C. Vermilya, and died at his home, then, Toledo, iowa, 
when 12 or 13 years of age. 

xii. SOLOlIOX, b. Mar. 2, 1813; m. Nov. 18, 1835, Mary Jane Wiley, who 
was b. May 21, 1820, and cl. July 7, 1852. He lived for a number 
of years at Aboit, Incl., from which place he removed in May, 1841, 
to Brownstown, where he had li vecl eight or nine years previously. 
He died Jan. 21, 1849, near Brownstown, and was buried in Fair-
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view Cemetery. (His widow married a Dr. Cavender of Court
land, Ind.) Children: 1. Wllliam Burr, b. Aug. 21, 1837; m. (I) 
June 1, 1866, Louisa Ellen Knox, who was b. Jan. 13, 1843; d. 
Feb. 7, 1887. Children: i. Cora May, b. Nov. 19, 1867; m. Feb. 
14, 1887, Ora M. Brindle. ii. Solomon Walter, b. Mar. 18, 1869; 
d. Aug. 12, 1869. M. (2) May 14, 1891, Lorinda Ellen Driscol, b. 
A.pr. 29, 1866. Children: Ethel, b. June 18, 1892; Wri_g-ht, b. 
Dec. 12, 1893. Res., Reesville, Clinton Co., Ohio. 2. Phebe Burr, 
-b.--Jan .• 19.,-1839" .. m ... (l)_JJJne 2J, 1855, A,ndrew J. Yf!l-ff'enherg-er, 
b. May 18, 1829, d. May 14, 1867. M. (2) Jan. 16, 1870, John Allen, 
who d. Jan. 12, 1887. Children by first husband, born in Browns
town: i. Evaline, b. May 11, 1856. ii. Charles, b. Feb. 10, 1858; 
d. May 30, 1859. iii. Theodore, b. Dec. 14, 1860. iv. Wright Ver
milya, b. Mar. 19, 1863. v. Viola, b. Aug. 30, 1865. Yi. Luella, b. 
Nov. 5, 1867; d. June 5, 1902. Children by second husband: vii. 
John. viii. Joseph. ix. Stella, now Mrs. Goen. 3. Hetty Ann, 
b. Dec. 26, 1840; m. June 18, 1857, Anthony Cyrus Willey, b. in 
Clark Co., Ind., Dec. 11, 1833; d. in Aberdeen, Wash., Apr. 25, 
1894. Children: i. Mary Elizabeth, b. Apr. 12, 1858, in Browns
town, Ind.; d. Apr. 25, 1862. ii. John William, b. Jan. 12, 1861, 
in Douglas Co., Kans.; d. Nov. 3, 1877. iii. George Edward, b. 
Aug. 20, 1863, in Coffee Co., Kans.; d. Apr. 11, 1864. iv. Thomas 
Fletcher, b. Oct. 24, 1865, in Douglas Co., Kans.: d. Nov. 24, 
1878. v. Emma Dora, b. Jan. 8, 1868, in Douglas Co., Kans.; d. 
May 29, 18i0. vi. Benjamin Franklin, b. Dec. 24, 1869, in Doug
las Co., Kans. vii. Lemuel Brazilla, b. Feb. 10, 1872, in Jefferson 
Co., Kans.; d. suddenly, Sept. 18, 1905, in Aber(leen, Wash. viii. 
Charles Wright, b. June 1, 18i4, in Bates Co., Mo. She resides 
in Aberdeen, Washington. 4. JV1'ight Ve1'milya, b. Aug. 11, 1843; 
rn. Sept. 2, 1869, Josephine E., dau. of Joseph and Lydia (Ireland) 
Miller, b. May 24, 1849, near Brownstown. He is a merchant. 
Res., Brownstown, Ind. Children: i. Edwin L., b. July 14, 1870; 
m. Dec. 2, 1894, Auna Stilwell. ii. Joseph Clyde, b. Apr. 26, 
1872; m. Apr. 15, 1896, Angeline Henderlider. iii. Solomon Earl, 
b. Nov. 18, 1874. iv. William Ray, b. Jan. 22, 1877. v. Wright, 
b. Jan. 23, 1880; d. Sept. 27, 1883. vi. Lilla Marie, b. Nov. 29, 
1884. 5. Agnes Adaline Vermilya, b. June 6, 1845; m. An,!!. 8, 
1865, Dr. William H. Ireland, b. Feb. 5, 1827; d. Feb. 18, 1883. 
He was a lieutenant in the 22 Ind. Inf. and served from 1861 till 
the muster out of the regiment in 1865. She resides in Browns
town. Children: i. Clarence Howard, b. June 12, 1866; m. Mand 
Emerson. ii. Crafton Earnest, b. Mar., 1868; d. Sept., 1875. 
iii. iv. Allen and Wright, twins, b. Aug. 15, l8i0; both d. in in
fancy. v. Herbert, b. Nov., 1872; ct. Aug., 1874. vi. Stella, b. 
Sept. 9, 1874; m. May 19, 1895, Walter Durham Shutts. vii. 
Charles Virgil, b. Jan. 28, 1881. 

xiii. JOANNA VERlULYA (took the name of Ann BurrV.) was b. Nov. 10, 
1816; m. July 23, 1837, at Mooresville, Morgan Co., Ind., James 
Sweetser, b. Feb. 21, 1815, in Dummerston, Windham Co., Vt. 
They lived in Marion, Grant Co., where he was engaged in mer
chandising and banking. Shed. Oct. 13, 1877, and he d. June 2, 
1878. Children, b. in Marion: 1. Deli{lht Sioeetser, b. Oct. 19, 
1838; d. Aug. 15, 1868; m. Jan. 1, 1868, George Winchel. 2. 
David Burr Sweetse1', b. Aug. 4, 1840; d. Nov. 24, 1899; m. Oct. 
5, 1870, Mary Wood. 3. Geo1·ge Gordon Byron Sweetser, b. Aug. 
22, 1842; m. June 22, 1871, Mary Cleveland. 4. James Vermilya 
Sweetser, b. Feb. 28, 1845; d. Aug. 16, 1894, at Watkins Glen, 
N. Y.; m. Dec. 20, 1871, Emma Harter of Wabash, Ind. Res., 
Marion, Ind.: Children: i. Delight, b. Jan. 21, 1873; d. July 13, 
1903, at Cleveland, Ohio; m. Jan. 3, 1900, Francis F. Prentiss 
of Cleveland. ii. Phil, b. Dec. 28, 1874; cl. Jan. 24, 1878. iii. 
Jessie Vermilya, b. May 26, 1879; d. Dec. 28, 1885. 5. Mary 
Esther Sweetser, b. Nov. 25, 1848; d. Oct. 10, 1852. 6. Kate 
Sweetse1', b. Nov. H, 1851; d. Sept. 15, 1852. 
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OBITUARY. 

JOHN COLE VERMILYA. 
The Tama ( Ioioa) Free Press. 

Although the friends and neighbors of Judge Vermilya had appreciated 
that in the last year he was failing rapidly, still none of us were prepared 
to hear of his death, which occurred early in the morning of the 12th. 
Undoubtedly he m1ght have lived several months longer, but rising from 
his bed during the night, he fell and received a severe injury in the face, 
which produced bleeding, and from exhaustion and old age he quietly 
passed away. [,Jan. 12, 1897.J 

John C. Vermilya was born in Delaware county, New York, September 
11, 1803. He spent his boyhood days in his native state, but in early 
manhood, the year 1818, he joined the train of enterprising young men 
coming west and settled in Indiana. In 1849, still wishing to push for
ward he made a visit to Iowa, and located land just east of the present 
site of Tama, and returned to bis home in Indiana. Having seen Iowa in 
her native beauty, he longed to return, and in March, 1852, he settled 
upon the claim he had located, and was a resident of Tama county there
after until his death. In August, 1853, the then settlers of the original 
county of Tama elected him county Judge, and in 1855 he was re-elected, 
holding the position until January 1st, 1.%8. Among the old archives of 
the infancy of the county will be found the records of this good man. 
Duri11g this time the judge helped organize the Toledo Lodge, No. 118, 
A. F. and A. l\I., and was one of its charter members. He fitted up a 
room," upstairs,"_in his home, and many a meeting was held by the then 
newly organized lodge, and many of the old members tell how they were 
initiated there. The Judge was ever the" Tyler," and at every meeting 
he made it a point to refresh his brothers with doughnuts and coffee. By 
this fraternity his memory will he ever held in grateful remembrauce. In 
1822, l\Ir. Vermilya was married to Miss Catherine l\lurphy, in ,Jackson 
county, Indiana, who only lived a short time. He afterwanls married ~Iiss 
.l\Iary A. Carter, who bore him four childre11, two of whom died when 
quite young. Two daughters, Mrs. Delight Strong, dierl several years ago, 
and .l\Irs. Sena V. Brooks (wife of A. L. Brooks) i, the only surviving 
child. His former wife having died, in 1871, he married Miss l\lary A. 
Carpenter, who survives him. For over forty years .Tudge Vermilya has 
lived in Tama township, quietly upon his farm attending to his own busi
ness, scattering kind words to his old arnl new found neighbors, and always 
having a hearth and a hoard when hospitality re<1uired. 

During these decades of time, in this wodd of bickering and fault find~ 
ing. there bas been no aspersion to his name or noble character. He re
tained his physical and mental vigor almost to the last. ,vithin two years 
he has ridden his faithful horse to town, an<l all were glad anr1 proud to 
help him alight or assist him to remount. He wa~ a11 honest, careful and 
considerate man, faithful to his country. kindly anrl courteous to his neigh
bors and friends and loyal to his family in the extreme. He helped light 
the torches oi the old pioneers and was ever ready an<1 willing to keep them 
burning. He was of great assistance to the early settlers in this county. 
At the last '' Old Settlers" meeting he was a central figure on the plat
form and old and young, rich and poor were glad to greet him, and touch 
his trembling band. 
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The funeral was held, Wednesday, at the beautiful home of his daugh
ter. 1\Iany old and tried friends followed him to his last resting place, 
and say in their hearts : "This man has built for himself a monument 
more beautiful than sculptured marble, and more enduring than chiseled 
stone." He led a quiet life, but we are all better that he lived and all 
mourn his death. He was our friend. 

OBITUARY. 

JOHN COLE VERMILYA. 
The Brownstown (Ind.) Banner. 

John C. Vermilya was born in Delaware county, New York, September 
11, 1803, and died at his home near Tama, Iowa, January 12, 1897, thus 
arriving at the ripe age of 93 years and 4 months. 

The parents were natives of New York. Shortly after his birth the 
family moved to Dutchess county, New York, an<l in 1818 to Indiana. 
About six months after their settlement the father and mother died leaving 
their son to provide for himself. During the early part of this century 
the common schools did not afford the advantage for learning that they 
now possess, but what could be gathered from them served as the educa
tion of the subject of our sketch. 

l:"ntil about the age of thirty years he followed the hatter's trade. At 
that time he turned his attention to agriculture. In 1849, l\lr. Vermilya 
made a trip to Tama county, Iowa, and located land in that county, but 
returned to Indiana where lie remainnd until 1852, at which time he again 
came to this county, where he has since resided. In 1853 at the election 
which permanently organized the county, he was elected judge and served 
until 1858. His home was then in Toledo and was used as a court house 
until one was built. His home was proverbial for its hospitality, travelers 
through the country being welcomed and kept of whom he took no charge. 

During his official career he did much in building up and organizing the 
county and for his time and labor receiYed but small recompense. Judge 
Vermilya ,ms a man who held the highest esteem of those who knew him. 
His life has covered nearly a century and during this time he has seen his 
country advance from its limited condition to its present magnificent pro
portions. His life in Tama closely allied with its development, and though 
scores of his early friends have passed on before him yet the circle is 
large that will mourn his departure. Those of the early settlers who sur
vive him will always cherish in memory the aid afforded them from his 
hand in those early pioneer days. He was a member of the l\lethodist 
Episcopal church for the greater part of his life, and he derived great com
fort during his latter years from the perusal of the scriptures. 

Mr. Vermilya was married three times. His first marriage was in 1823 
with l\Iiss Catherine Murphy of Indiana. His second wife was Miss Mary 
Ann Carter, who bore him four children, one of whom, JUrs. A. L. Brooks, 
of Tama, survives him. In 1871 he married Miss .l\Iary Ann Carpenter 
a native of Devonshire, England, who has been his faithful companion 
and attendant during his last years. 

The immediate cause of his death was a fall he sustained l\Ionday eve
ning. His funeral was held at the home of his daughter, l\Irs. A. L. 
Brooks, in Tama, and despite the drifted highways a large number of 
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friend,; gathered at the service. Rev. Amos Weaver conducted the exer
cises, R'ev. J. I. Smith offering the closing prayer. Mrs. J. L. Bracken and 
l\Irs. F. 0. Redman sang three beautiful selections of music. Lovely 
flowers covered the bier. 

The pall bearers were: J. L. Bracken, E. G. Penrose, W. H. Alhbrecht, 
T. W. l\Iurray, James Burge, W. T. Hollen. 

RAY-WINGATE. 
REv. THo:ltAS RAY was born Oct. 18, 1794, in a block-house at Mead

ville, Crawford Co., Pa., and was struck and instantly killed by an express 
railroad train, near his residence at Inwood, Marshall Co., Ind., in the 
evening of ,Jan. 31, 1871. His father, Thomas Ray, a native of Dundee, 
Scotland, came to America, probably prior to the Revolutionary war, as a 
lieuteuant in the British army, but the occasion of his return to civil life 
is not known ; not, however, by desertion, as would appear from an article 
in The Meadville Republican, commemorative of the son's visit to his native 
place, shortly before his death, after an absence of forty years. The article 
mentions the date and place of the sou's birth as given by him, and of his 
father's early settlement on French Creek near the town, and relates the 
circumstance of his being captured by Indians and taken to the British garri
soned post at Detroit, where he was recognized and released by an officer of 
his boyhood and early army acquaintance, who had him returned by way 
of Forts Erie and Pitt to his family at the place of capture. The son, in 
early manhood, removed to l\Iaclison Co., Ohio, and from there to Indiana. 
He professed religion in early life, and was a local preacher in the Metho
dist Episcopal Church for some years prior to his entering its itinerancy, 
in the Indiana Conference, at Madison, in 1833. He was ordained deacon 
by Bishop Soule at the same session of the conference, and elder by Bishop 
Roberts, at Indianapolis in 1836. His appointments were principally in 
the southern part of the state, and were continued until age and failing 
strength compelled a superannuated relation, which was held until his 
death. His obituary by the South-Eastern Indiana Conference, at its ses• 
sion of 1871, says of him, "He was a good man, and full of faith and the 
Holy Ghost, and much people were added to the ch~rch through his min
istry." 

He was married April 25, 1822, at London, Madison Co., Ohio, to Ruth 
·wingate, who was born Dec. 4, 1800, at Alexandria, Va., and died Mar. 
6, 1864, at Shelbyville, Ind. (He was married a second time to a woman 
whose name is not worthy of perpetuation through these pages). The an
cestors of his first wife were probably among the early settlers of Fairfax 
Co., Ya., if not of the state, as the name of Henry "Wingate appears in a 
list of freeholders of that county who voted at a general election at the 
court-house at :Fairfax, July 16, 1765, and was one of the 201 freemen who 
voted for George \V ashington, a successful candidate for the house of bur
gesses. She united with the church, at London, Ohio, in 1831. Her 
obituary by the Rev. Thomas H. Lynch, who preached her funeral sermon 
from Psa. cxix : 54, says of her: " She was an example of Christian meek
ness, patience and faith. Pious in life, she was happy in death." 
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Children were : 
i. SARAH, b. Apr. 30, 1823; d. Nov. 23, 1842. Shem. Sept. 27, 1841, 

Jay Wilson, near Cynthiana, Posey Co., Ind. An only child, 
Sarah E., b. Nov. 23, 1842, m. a Mr. Johnson, who lived at Prince
ton, Ind. 

ii, WILLIAM, b. May 4, 1825; d. Ang. 21, 1846. 
iii. MARGARET, b. June 17, 1828; ct. Aug. 7, 1899; m. Jan. 1, 1851, at 

Vernon, Ind., Bartholomew H. Burrell, who d. Nov. 9, 1865, in 
Brownstown, Ind. Children: I. 1lfartha, b. Jan. 4, 1852. 2. 
Chai·les, b. Jan, 16, 185¼.~ ~3, John Ray, b. Sept. 15, 1856, d. July 
28, 1887. 4. William, d. young. 5, Oliver, b. Aug. 5, 1863. 

iv. ELIZABETH, b. Dec. 11, 1830; m. Mar. 15, 1859, Isaac Robinson, in 
Shelby Co., Ind., where he died. An only child, Eva, m. a Mr. 
McKay, by whom she has two children, Frank and Lajfe. Res. of 
mother and daughter (1899), Carthage, Rush Co., Ind. 

V, MARY, b. Apr. 24, 1833, at Princeton, Ind.; d. Apr. 16, 1889, at 
Washington, D. C.; m. Apr. 24, 1851, John H. Benton, at Vernon, 
Ind. 

vi. MARTHA, b. Feb. 19, 1838; d. June 19, 1894, at Indianapolis; m. 
June 1, 1859, near Fountaintown, Shelby Co., Incl., Samuel Foun
tain, who d. Aug, 17, 1897, at Indianapolis. Children: I. Olive. 
2., Jennie, b. Jan., 1866; d. July 8, 1888, aged 22 y. and 6 m. 3. 
Ella. 4. Samuel Oscar, b. 1875. 

WEBSTER-FERGUSON. 
W1LLIAJI ALEXANDER WEBSTER, son of Capt. George and Hetty 

(l\Ioreland) 1Vebster, was born Sept. 29, 1821, in Prince George's Co., 
l\Id., and died Apr. 3, 1885, in Washington, D. C. His father, born in 
1795, died Nov. 20, 1872, and always lived in Prince George's Co., l\Id. 
He married first, Hetty l\Ioreland, who died about 1838 ; and married 
second, Jan. 5, 1841, l\Iary Jane l\Iudd. who was born in 18ll, aud died 
in :Mar., I 895. ( The data is obtained from the latter's pension papers
Crtif. No. :27,984---,-because of her husband's service as a soldier of the 
·war of 181:2). The son was a carpenter by trade; and a soldier in the 
War with 1\lexico, in Capt. Jones' Co. D, 1 U. S. Mt'd Rifles. He enlisted 
at ·washington, D. C., Jan. :28, 1847, and was discharged at Jefferson 
Barracks, }Io., July 31, 1848. The regiment was in Gen. Percifer F. 
Smith's Division of Gen. Scott's army in its operations against the city of 
Mexico. He married Sept. 30, 1850, Catherine, daughter of John and 
Mary Ferguson, who was born ,June 8, 18:28, in Perry Co., Pa., and died 
Dec. 5, l!JU5, in ·w ashington, D. C. She was pensioned as the widow of 
a Mexican ·war soldier. Her father, ,vho for a number of years prior to 
1850 was a clerk in the Trea,ury Department at ·w ashington, died in 1860, 
at his former home in Perry county. Her mother, also a native of Perry 
county, a (laughter of Abraham aud Eva Sheibly, wa~ born J\Iay 24, 1807, 
and died at the home of her d:u1ghter Emily (.1\lrs. Charles I-I. Smiley), at 
New Bloomfield, Pa., l\Iar. ;!:), 1900, aged U2 years 9 mouths and ;!9 days. 
Their chiidreu, besides }lrs. "'ebster aud :Hrs. Smi!PY and three who died 
in chilcll1ood, were Roliert E!li,,tt. who died in Harri;lrnrg-, in ISG4, while 
prothouotary of the snprerne court ; ,,·miam, a clerk in the Treasury De
partme11t at the time or his death, A pr. I 7. I 8\J:2, and Eliza !II. ( nirs. John 
"\V. Sims) wl:o die,l Xov. 17, l!J05: and these who are now living (l\lay, 
1906): }lary, wife of Gen. IL C. Wood, U.S. A., retired, John F., Jesse 



81 

l\I. and ,Tames H. Ferguson. Children of l\Ir. and Mrs. Webster, born at 
742 N. ,J. ave., "rashington, are: 

i. MARY ELIZABETH, b. Sept. 13, 1851. 
ii. MARIA LOGISA, b. Mar. 22, 1854; m. Oct. 1, 1890, John H. Benton. 

Only Child, Ralph Web.~tp,1•, b. Oct. 30, 1892. 
iii. KATE EsTELLE, b. Mar. 22, 1856; m. Dec. 17, 18i9, ,vnuam G. H. 

Clarkson, who was born Nov. 9, 1856. Children: 1. William R., 
b. Apr. i, 1881. 2. Gert,·ucle V., b. July 25, 1883. 3. Grace E., 

· · b; Sept. 3, t8Bfr, ·kRmrsell JV., b,· Nov. 28, 1894. 
iv. EMILY FERGUSON, b. Dec. 9, 1857; m. Jnne 30, 1880, John A. Prince, 

b. Feb. 11, 1851, in Salem, Mass., d. Apr. 23, 1891, in Hyattsville, 
l\fd. Children: 1. Edna Webste1·, b. May 9, 1881; cl. May 25, 
1883. 2. Earl Seaton, b. Au~. 18, 1883. 3. Roy Webste1·, b. Sept. 
14, 1885. 4. Fern Herbert, b. Nov. 25, 1888. 

v. GEORGIE, b. June 19, 1861. 
vi. JESSIE MAY, b. July 14, 1867. 

GENEALOGY OF EMMA, THOMAS H., CAROLI.NE, CAPT. 
ELISHA S. AND WILLARD J. BENTON. 

Their great-grandfather was Jonathan Benton, a soldier of the Revolu
tionary war, an<l a sou of Samuel iii and Jane (Bradley) Benton of Tolland, 
Conn. ( See Fam. Rec. 14, p. 8.) He was born in 1746, and lived to an 
advanced age. "On his 90th birthday he walked with aid of his staff from 
Tolland, Conn., to Springfield, Mass.," ( about 25 miles) "to visit his son 
Elisha, and returned as he came, without allowing himself to be taken 
back in a team." His children were: 1Eliakim, 2Samuel, 3Thomas, 4Jacob, 
5Elisha, 6,Jerusha, and 7Jane. 

Their grandfather was the son Elisha as mentioned above. His children 
were: 1Joel C. and 2Justin B. Benton. 

Their father is Justin B. Benton, still living at the age of 81 years, and 
his children, all living, are: 1Emma, 2Thomas H., 8Caroline, 4Elisha S., 
and 5Willarrl J. Emma has no children. 

The children of Thomas H. Benton are: 1Caroline, 2Thomas H. and 
3Wrayburn. Res., Springfield, Mass. 

Caroline Benton married Charles L. Tuthill of Waltham, Mass. Their 
children are: 1Edith and 2Dorothv. 

Capt. Elisha S. Benton's child;en are: 1Justin, 2Stella Marie, 8Elisha 
and 4Edith. And Willard J. has an only child: Avis. 

Capt. Benton's military history appears in the Official Army Register 
for 1906, as follows: Lineal No. 19. Born in Mass., 22 Jan., 1859. 
Appointed from Mass. Cadet M.A., 1 July, '80; 2 lt., 3 art., 15 June, '84; 
1 It., 31 July, '91; trs. to 1 Art., 24 July, '97; trs. to 7 Art., 8 l\far.,'98; 
capt. 3 Art., 6 June, '00. Graduate Artillery School, 1898. Captain, 65 
Co. Coast Art., stationed at the Presidio, San Francisco, Cal. 

J. H.B. 
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Ix RELATIOX TO THE EsTATE OF ISAAC BEXTON i. 
(Bom, 1703; died, 1757.) 

(Exact Copy.) 

Probate Records, Book 2, Page 34, at Sharon, Conn. 
At a Court of Probate holden at Sharon, for the District of Sharon, this 

28th day of Xov., 1758, present .John ,villiams, .JU<lge, holding- the same. 
Then Isaac· Benton of Sa!isbntT, ·iu sd. District, one of the Executors of 
the last will and testament of Is~ac Benton dec'd, exhibiterl au amount of 
debts 1lue from s1l. Estate anu paid by him amounting to the sum of lawful 
mouer £32-17-10. 

At ·ye same Court, this Court grant and empower the said Isaac Benton 
to he guardian to Levi, aged 12 years the 20th of l\Iarch last, s011. of ye 

scl. Isaac Beuton deceased, who acknowledged himself ·bound in a recogni
zance of two hundred dollars for the faithful discharge of sd. trust to sd. 
minor, till he shall arrive at the age iu which the law allows him to choose 
for himself, according to law. 

Vol. 2, Page 113. 
At a Court of Probate, holden at Sharon, for the District of Sharon, this 

16th day of August, 1760, present ,John ,vmiams Esq., .Judge, holding the 
same. Then the distributors of the Estate of Isaac Benton, late of Salis
bury dec'd, made their return iu the following manner: 

,,·e have distributed to Isaac Benton 12 acres. lying by ,Joseph Wil-
liam's Land westerly, and by Lt .• Jonathan 1\Ioore's Land westerly. 

Xext to Isaac's we have laid to David Benton ten acres and one-half. 
Xext to him is a lot for Steven Benton 2¾ acres w11 ye barn. 
Next to him is a lot to ye w0 (widow) of 28!i acres, w11 y• dwelling 

house and barn. 
Next is a lot to ,Joseph Benton of eleven acres and one-half. 
Xext is a lot to Nathan Benton of twelve acres. 
}\ext is a lot to Sarah, daughter to JHr. Isaac Benton deceased, five 

acres and a half. 
::'\ext is to Levy Benton. coi1taining 12 acres. 
Next is a lot to Ruth Benton, containing 5 acres. 
To the widow of sd. tlec'd, in sundry articles of movable 

e.state, 
Divided to Sarah Tousley, in sundry articles of D 0

., 

Set out to Ruth Benton, daughter of l\Ir. Isaac Benton, in 
mo Ya bl es, 

David Benton has had out of movable estate, 
Stephen has had, 
To Joseph Beuton, 

£15- 8-10 
7-15- 5 

7- 7- 8 
3- 7- 0 
7-19- 3 
2- 1- 6 

NOAH STRmw, .Jom, BExTox, A~ros Fn,LER, Distributors. 

Non:.-The John Benton, one of the distributors, was a descendant in the 
4th degree of Edward Benton, the emigrant. He was born at Guilford, Conn., 
Sept. 15, 1732. His ancestral line, obtained from Guilford records, runs as 
follows: John• (John,4 b. 1709; John,3 b. 1671; _\nclrew,' b. prob. 1li3G; Ed
ward,' b. 1600). His residence at Salisbury, where a birth record of eleven 
children appears, is the only instance I have m~t with where descendants of 
Edward and Andrew Benton, the emigrants, dwelt together in the same com
munity. Felix Benton, one of his sons, b. in liG2, removed to the town of 
Cornwall, Vt., where some of his descendants are living at the present time. 

J. H.B. 
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THE WILL OF DAVID BENTOX, SEXIOR. 

(Exact copy.) PROVED SEPT. 5, li97. 

Born 1734-1797. 

I:-. THE xX'.\tE OF Gem, A1rnx, I David Benton, of ,Sheffield, \n the 
County of Berkshire, Commonwealth of 1\Iassachusetts, Gentleman, call
ing to.mind my own mortality, also considering my many bodily indisposi
tions, not knowing how soon I may be called to put off this my earthly 
tabernacle, and being at present of sound mind and memory, do make and 
ordain thb my last will and testament, this fourteenth clay of ,July, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and ninety-seven. 

First: - I give my soul to God who gave it me, and my bod~· to the 
dnst to he decently buried by my executors hereinafter named, humbly 
hoping through the merits of my Redeemer to obtain glorious resurrection 
to Immortal Life. 

After my just debts and funeral charges are paid by my executors I 
giYe and dispose of my estate in the following manner. 

I giYe to Sarah my beloved wife the use and improvement of one third 
of all my real estate during her natur:'1 life. 

Also I give to my said wife Sarah one third part of all my personal 
estate, to be her property forever. 

And whereas I have already advanced to my three sons viz: - Caleh 
Benton, David Benton, .Junior, and Stephen Benton, and to my daughter 
Lydia Taylor, and they the said Caleb, David, Stephen & Lydia have re
ceived of me out of my estate to the amount of considerable in value, that 
is to mv said son Caleb I have ad rnnced and he has received of me out of 
my estate to the amount of three hundred and thirty three dollars am1 
thirtv-three cents and to mv saiLl son Davirl Benton I have m1vanced and 
he has recefred out of mv estate to the amount of four hundred fortv two 
dollars & fifty eight cent;. an<l to my said son Stephen Benton I have arl
vanced and he has received of me out of my estate to the amonnt of eicrht 
hundred and three dollars and forty four ce'i1ts, and to my daughter Lydb 
Taylor I have advanced and she has received of me out of my estate, to 
the amount of two hundred and eighty-nine dollars and twenty cents. 
Now it is my will and I give to my said three sons viz :-said Caleb-David 
& Stephen, three hundred and thirty three dollars and thirty three cents 
each out of what I have advanced to them and each of them have received 
of me out of my estate as aforesaid, before any further division of my 
estate is made than of that third part of my real estate, the use arnl im
provement of which I have hereinbefore given to my said wife Sarah for 
awl dming her natural life, and that third part of my personal estate 'lrhich 
I have hereinbefore given to my said wife Sarah, to be hers forever. 

Item :-I give to my said son Stephen Benton the priviledge, use, benefit 
and improvement of the one half of the stream or brook of water which is 
between my dwelling house and Mount W' ashington and runs easterly on 
my land near the line between my land and said Stephen's land and the 
priviledge of turning the half of said stream or brook in the most conven
ient place, for his use and benefit from said stream or brook across my 
land to his said Stephen's land forever. 
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And the whole of the remainder of my real and personal estate, which I 
have not herein-before given or disposed of, or the use and improvement 
of which I have not herein-before given or disposed of, I give and bequeath 
to my said three sons and four daughters, that is said Caleb Benton,-David 
Benton ,Junior, Stephen Benton, Lydia Taylor, Mary Benton, Sarah Ben
ton and Ruth Plumb, to be equally divided and shared betweeu them, my 
said three sons and four daughtersf excepting and it is my will, intent and 
meaning- that as I-have advanced to my said son David one hundred and 
nine dollars & twenty five cents ( over and aborn the three hundred and 
thirty three dollars and thirty three cents so given to him as aforesaid) 
shall be considered and accounted towards and a part of his said David's 
equal share in the division of that part of my estate so to be divided 
and shared between my said three sons and four daughters as aforesaid, 
excepting also and it is my will, intent & meaning that as I have advanced 
to my said son Stephen & he has received of me out of my estate, four 
hundred and seventy dollars and thirteen cents ( over and above the three 
hundred and thirty three dollars and thirty three cents so given to him 
said Stephen as aforesaid) shall be considered and accounted as four hun
dred and seventy dollars and thirteen cents toward and a part of his said 
Stephen's equal share in the division of that part of my estate so to be 
divided and shared between my said three sous and four dau~hters as afore
said, excepting also and it is my will, intent and meaning that tlie whole which 
I have advanced to my said daughter Lydia Taylor and which she has 
received of me out of mv estate which is to the amount of two hundred 
and eighty nine dollars ~nd twenty-cents shall be considered as said sum 
of two hundred and eighty nine dollars and twenty cents received by her 
towards a part of her said Lydia's equal share in the diYi,iou of that part 
of my estate so to be divided and shared between my saicl three sons and 
four daughters as aforesaid. 

Further it is my will and I hereby order & direct that the 1Yhole of the 
one third of the real estate, the use and improYement of which I have 
herein before given to my said "ife Sarah for and during her natural life, 
shall immediately after her decease reYert and descend to my three sons 
and four daughters herein before uamed, to be equally diYided and shared 
between them, the said Caleb Benton, David Benton, Stephen Benton, 
Lydia Taylor, Mary Benton, Sarah Benton & Ruth Plumb. 

And I hereby constitute and appoint my two said sons Caleb Benton 
and Stephen Benton, to be the executors of this my last will and testa
ment, hereby revoking all other wills and testaments by me malle. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal, the day and 
vear first herein before written. 
• Signed, sealed, published and declared by the said David Benton as his 
last will and testament in presence and hearing of us who subscribe as 
witnesses to the same in the said testator's presence and in presence of 
each other. 

DAVID BExTox. (Seal.) 

,vituesses: Henry Barnard, David Smith, Henry Barton. 
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John J., io 
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Eberhart, John Clyde, 22 
:F'raser, Amoretta E.., :i2 
Glossbrenner, Frederick W.,22 
lrray, S1-1.rah Ja11e 1 32 
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Hart, Laura 111., 32 
Heller, "~ilson B., 15 

Benton JicAlvin, 15 
Hickman, Warren R., 23 
Hoffman, Helen, 16 

Susan, 16 
Johnson, George B., 15 

.Mary E., 15 
Kerr, Anna Louise, 22 

Elizabeth, n 
]!'ranees "·mard, 22 

KirkpatricK, Keziah, 19 
Knapp, Hannah B., 18 

Jo, 18 
Keo, 18 

Lyon, Anna P., 16 
David W., 16, M, 60 
Ella, 16 
George B., 16, 60 
Harriet X ., 10, Bl, 59, 63 
Helen G., 16 
Henry B., 16 
James, 16, li, 69, 60, 61 
Louise, 16 
l\Iargaret S., 16 
l\Ioses H., 16 
Reuben R., 16, 31, 59 
Robert lI., 16, 60, 61 
Sarah E., 16, :ll, 69 
William 8., 16 

McPherson, Eva, H 
Hetty, 14 
~Jannet, 14: 
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Mury V., H 
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8amuel Talbot, 25 
\\T alter Bt.•ntou, -..!5, ~7 

Reynolds, Ed11a Cowger, ~3 
George Curtbs, 2:1 
Kathryn Urn, ~a 

Ruggles, \\'. lle11jamin, 17 
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Ralph Benton, 20 

~imp~ou, Curut:'lia C., 32 
.:,mith, Eva Benton, 20 

Giles Leslie, ~O 
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l\Iary, !!O 
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38 
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Howard Duffy, 21 
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Mary, ~l 
Mary Wymond, 22 
l{aymund Curtiss, 21 
Robert Bowman, 21 
Walter Henton, 21 

Wallace, Harry E., 2,1 
Lew Edward, Dr., 2,1 
Lew Downing, 24 

MARRIED TO BEXTONS OF 
JOSEPH BENTON'S LINE. 

Applewhite, Josephine, 23 
Uarden, Lois, 12 
llardtn, Thomas, 1~ 
.Unrkman, 1-:hza, 15 
Herry, Sarah, t'5 
HINGHAM, ~ARAH, 10 
.Boiit-au, George c_., :!:3 
Caldwell, Henry C., 1\1 
~urrington, ~~al~·in.~

1
~., 15 

Chase, Harru:t .E., -
Clifford, Charles II., :.:5 
Coe, Elizabeth, 17 
Cole, .Aune, -:I: 
Crocker, tzekiel, 12 
Cumruinl!I, George "p·, 20 
Daniels, Diaua, rn 
Davis, Lillie Ida, :25 
De Haven, Flora, 1.j 
Dickenson, H n.unall, H
Ebet·hnrt, Jolin C., ~:! 
Eunis, l{obert, 16 
Ford, Lucy S., rn, 46, 49 
Fowler, }fanny, 11 
Freeze, llary J ., 17 
Frey, ::;elrna I., :l6 
Frp:iuger, Carrie, :l::I: 
Haven::i, Robert, l:l 
Heacock, Sally H., B 
Heller, \\'illium S., 15 
Hopkins, :Hazer,:!-! 
Hotfmau,--1 lu 
Jrwi11, Emmn H., ::!:3 
Johnson, Jmnes, 1~ 
tfohusun, )lulindn, 18 
J ohu~on, Hiclutrd, 15 
.Kearby, Pri::-cilla, H 
!\err, \Yalter, :ti 
J\irkpatrick, Kezia, HJ 
Kuapp, Ur. Josep11 c., 18 
Lyon, .:'tlu:-(•:- IL, JG, ou, fH 

, :\lcAlrin, .John II.,. LJ 
i :\IcPlierson, ~luhn tJ. A., H: 

.)filler, ~arah .... \un, "2:! 
i llurphy, Warren W., lo . 
, ~·oHTOX, HLTH, 7 
i J-'arker, Xuncy, l:! 
i Patterson, Dr., Hi 
i, l'aYUl", ~ainud "T·· '.!.5 
j PeCk, .:\Iartlia,? 6 

Pynchon, tiarah, f1 
HAY, )L\.kY, HI 
Heynold:- 1 Auey, 12 
Heynolcts, Pructrnce, 11 
l{~y11old~, Tliankful, H 
Reynolds, liev. Warren W., 23, 

a~ 
Ruggle;, Dr. 1Yilliam 1:1., 17 
~t. Jolrn, Jemima, 10 
~ARAH--, JI 
Scott, .Fnnuv ,v .. 24 
.::;mitll, Dr. fiamliu, ~O 
:S(1l,'THKHWOOV, :\IAP.Y1 3 
Stenih.•r, Ur. Albert •'•i -2:! 
1',TOCKDiG, HASXAH, -:l 
Susan, Aun --, v~ 
~wallow, lit>orgiana, l'J 
Thornton, .:Uary A., 15 
Tiusll·Y, Hev. Charle~, '..!1, 3,~, 43, 

51 
VERl-IlLYA, HKTTY, 17, 27, 39, 

-JU, -l6 
Wallace, John M., 24 
W ... ATEHS, i:;AR..\H, fi 
WEBSTER, ~1ARIA L., 19 
Woodard, William, H 
Woodworth, !\lary, 1~ 
Wrigut, Hannah, 18 



FAll!LIES OF ANDREW AND 
S.UIUEL llENTON, SONS OF 
ANDREW HENTON THE EMI• 
GRANT, .\ND THEIR DESCEN• 
!)ANTS. 

Benton, Abraham, 7, 9 
Adonijah, 1:! 
Andrew i.i.i, f, 51 62 
Calt>b i, J, G 
Caleb ii, 7, 9 
DaniE>H, 5, 7 
Daniel ii, 7, 9 
Daniel iii, 12 
Elijah, 7, 10 
Jucob i, 5, 7 
Jacob ii. 12 
Jonathan, t), 8 
Ozias, 12 
Samuel i, !, 5, 62 
Samuel ii, 5, li 
Samuel iii, 6, 8 
Timothy, U, 8 
"William,;, 10 

WIVES. 

Bradley, Jane, 8 
Burroughl-l, Sa.rah, 10 
Carter, Abigail, 7 
Chamuerlaiu, )lehitabel, 10 
Chatterton, ~arah, 5 
Cook, llartha, Y 
Day, Sarah, 12 
Enf;ign, Hannah, 6 
Hinsdale, Elizabeth, 7 
Ladd, Sarah, 12 
Lydia,--,9 
Ponwroy, :\[ary, 6 
Post, Ann, 12 
Richurct,, Betty, 12 
Scott, A bignil, ~ 
Skinner, :\Iary, 7 
Skinner, :\[art ha, 8 
Spencer, ~Iartha., 5 
lVeston, :--urah, 12 
Wheeler, :\Iary, V 

DESCE:NDANTS, 

Benton, Andrew iv, 5 
Ariel (b. 17\11), 26 
Caroline, 81 
Charles H ., iv, 1, 3, 261 30 
Elilm (b. 1~00), ~6 
Elt:shn., 81 
Elisha S., Capt., 81 
Emma, ~1 
Erui-tu5, Rt-v., 31 
HoracP, iv, ".!6, ao 
Jonathan, \), :!81 81 
Josiah II., Col., 30 
Josiah T., Rev., 31 
Justin 13., Sl 
Lvdia, :.!6 
L}'man, 25 
Nancy (b. 1802), 26 
Orrin (b. 17R7), 26 
Otis (b.179b) 1 :!6 
Sallv, :!6 
Saniuel iv (b. 1757), 9 
Sanford, :n 
Sarah Adelaide, iii, iv, 31 
Stt1phen O. 1 Rev., 31 
Thomas H., 81 
Zadock (b. 1761), 26 
Zadock (b. 1790), 26 
Willard J., 81 

Steele, Frederick ~I., 32 

OTHER F J.MILIES A.ND DE· 
SCIS'IDA.:NTS, 

Baker, Ann, (,n 
Baye~, Ruth, 63 

Thomas, 63 
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Bingham, Benjamin, 63, 64 
Jabez, 6¼ 
Sarah, 63, 6-1 
Thomas i, 6¼ 
Thomas ii,6-1 
Thomas iii,M 

Norton, Elizabeth, 63 
Isaac, 63 
Nicholas, 62 
Ruth, iv, 62, 63 

Ray, Elizabeth, 80 
~fargaret, so 
Martha, 80 
M:iry, 80 
Sarah, 80 
Thomas, Rev., 79 
William, 80 

Stewart, Alexander, 63 
Anne, 63 
Sarah, 63, 64 

Stocking, A_nna, 62 
Agnes, 62 
George, 62 
Haunah, 62 

Vermilya, Abraham i, iv, 72 
Abraham ii, 73 
Adaline i, 75 
Adaline ii, 74 
Adaline iii, 7¾ 
Agues Adaline, 76 
Aun Eliza, i-1 
Ann Maria, 7¼ 
Avery, 73 
Cora May, 76 
Daniel .B., iv 
Delight S., 7± 
Edgar, 73 
Edward i, iv, 73 
Edward Ii, 7¼ 
Edward Alexander, 7! 
Edwin L., 75, 76 
Ethel, 76 
Eunice, 74 
Herschel, 76 
Hetty Ann, 76 
Isaac, iv, 70 
Jean, 70 
Jesse, 74: 
Jesse ll aria, 75 
Joanna i, 76 
Joanna ii, 7¼ 
Johannes, 71 
John, 71 
John Cole, 7!, 75, 77, 78 
Joseph Clyde, 76 
Lucinda, 7i 
Lillie llaria, 76 
Marietta, 7-1 
lllary c., 74 
l\lehetabel, 74 
Melissa, 73 
Olh-a, 73 
Orville, 73 
Phebe, 73 
l'hebe Burr, 76 
Robert D. B., 74 
Robert Wright, 74 
Samuel, 73 
Sena Burr, '74:. 
Solomon i, 73 
Solomon ii, '75 
Solomon Earl, 76 
Solomon Walter, 76 
Thomas E., iv 
William i, iv, 72 
,viUiam ii, i-1 
William Burr, 76 
William D., 73 
William Francis, 74 
William Ray, 76 
Wright i, 76 
Wright ii, 76 
Wright iii, 76 

W A.TERS, BEVIL, 62 
Sarah, 62 

WEBSTER, WILLIAM A., 80 
l\Iary Elizabeth, 81 
Maria Louisa, 81 
Kate Estelle, 81 
Emily Ferguson, 81 
Georgie, ~1 
Jessie l\Iay, 81 

MARRIED: 

Catherine Ferguton, 80 
Wm. G. H. Clarkson, 81 
John A. Prince, 81 
John H. Benton, 81 

GRANDCHILDREN: 

Clarkson, Wm. Robert, 81 
Gertrude Viola, 81 
Grace Estelle, 81 
Russell Webster, 81 

Prince, Edna W., 81 
Earl Seaton, 81 
Roy Webster, 81 
Fern Herbert, 81 

Benton, Ralph W,, 81 

VERMILYA. DESOE!iDA.NTB, 
Allen, ,John, 76 

Joseph, 76 
Stella, 76 

Brooks, Arthur Lee, 7i 
Charles, 7± 
Fred.Arthur, 74 
Harry Leon, 7i 
Ralph Lee, 74 

Hockett, 75 
Eleanor F ., 75 

Ireland, Allen, 76 
Clarence H., 76 
Crafton E., 76 
Herbert, 76 
Stella, 76 
Wright, 76 

Oursler, Alpbonzo R., 75 
Charles A., 75 
Florence, 75 

Pfaffenberger, Charles, 76 
Evaline, 76 
Luella, 76 
Theodore, 76 
Wright V,, 76 

Stilwell, Alexander W., 75 
Anna, 75 
Kate, 75 
lJaria, 75 
Walter Davis, 75 

Strong, Jay V., 76 
Sweetser, David B., 75 

Delight i, 75 
Delight ii, 75 
George G. B., 75 
James V., 75 
Jessie V., 75 
Kate, 75 
llary, i5 
Phil, 75 , 

Talbot, Charles lll., 75 
Jessie V., 75 

Willey, Benjamin F., 76 
Charles 1V., 76 
Emma D., 76 
George E., 76 
John W., 76 
Lemuel B., 76 
llfary E., 76 
Tbomas F., 76 

Worth, Elizabeth, 76 
Julia R., 75 
Lawrence, 75 
Maria, 75 
l\Iary, 75 
Phebe, 75 
Sarah, 75 



MARRIED TO VEIUlILYAS. 

Allen, John, 76 
Benton, Walter, 74 
Bond, Stephen, i5 
Bray, Robert S., 74 
Brooks, Arthur Lee, 7i 
Burr, David, 73 
Carpenter, Mary Ann, 74 
Carter, Mary Ann, 74 
Cleveland, Mary, 76 
Dean, 3Iary E., 7i 
Driseot,-Lurinda !!;., i.tl 
Enoch, Eliza, 74 
Harter, Emma, 76 
Henderlider, Ani,:eline, ;e 
Hockett, --, 75 
Hustis, Phebe, 72 
Ireland, Dr. Wm. H., ;e 
Jacobs, Jacomina, 70 
J obnson, Elias t 75 
Knox, Louisa E., 76 
Little, Robert, 75 
McDonald, Jacob, 74 
l\IcTaggert, l\Iarla, 74 
l'tlarietie, --, il 
Mehetabel, --, 72 
Miller, Josephine E., 76 
Molineaux, Charity, 73 
Murphy, Catherine, 74 
Odell, Sarah, 71 
Oursler, Rufus, 75 
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Oviatt, Marion A. C., 74 
Pfaffenberger, A. J., 76 
Phelps, Malvina S., 74 
Ramsey, Barbara C., 74 
Robinson, Catherine, 73 
Robinson, Marvin, 7-l 
Roublet, Marie, 69, 70 

. Sarah, --, 74 
Stilwell, Anna, i5 
Stillwell, Dr. Joseph A., 75 
Strong, Joseph G., 74 
~~P~tser, J.a_me:~, i~ 
Talbot, Ezekiel M., 7! 
Turner, John Nelson, 74 
Waldron, Aeltie, 71 
Wiley, Mary Jane, 75 
Willey, Anthony C .. 76 
"-.,.inchel, George, 76 
Wood, Mary, 76 
Worth, Alexander, 75 
Wright, Joanna, 73 

INCIDENTALLY MENTIONED. 

Applewhite, Hon. Ralph, 23, SQ 
Banks, Albert, 39, 40 
Beadle, Henry M., 45, 46, 51 
Beardslee, Melissa, 73 
Bingham, F. F., 64 

Theodore A., Gen., M 
Brown, Hon. Jason B., 47, 51 
Burr, David, 20,311, 40, 52 

Chase, Eleanor F., 75 
Dixon, Ruth, 4:2 
Durham, H arri~on, 14: 
Ennis, Charles. F., 16 
Ewing, Thomas L., 26, 50 
Falkeuburg, Hev. W. S., 43, 44 
Felter, Edns B., 64 
FryR-inger, \\~illiam, 24-, 42, 51 
Griffith, Andrew C., 35 
Hewitt, Oliva, 7:l 
Hogan, Rev. John, 19 
l\f~~~ari_ng, C. "\Y., 3·! 
Marshall, Gen. William,.% 
l\fayse, ,,~illiam, 2!, 26 
)Ion roe, Dr. J. H., -15, 4:7, 51 
)Iurphy, George H., 55 
Par~ley, Edwin H., 40, 55 
Peck, Evaline, 23 
Rose, ~Jalvina, H 
~weetser. J mne~, 4-6, 49, 54 
Tanner, Major Gordon, 53 

,John F. ('., 55 
:Mnria Louisa, 53 

Temple, Charlotte, 41 
Tyner, .Tames N., 55 
Umbarger, James, 42 

}IInerva, -12 
Sophia, ,12 

Wilson, .Mnrv, 42 
Willey, Savi!Ia, 42 




