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7·,1 :J;._. ite:;i...:{:n.cttu,l:-. oi" .1lJ;;tfhia .. .:: i)n/ton, 1vf,o c:0111,_• lo 

4.nu:rt, ,, ivifh (iavcrnr,r .u,hn Enclz<:orf_, /a11d

w;• ;,t s·1,!rm, ,v,-, .. , F:,,gfond, Sept fi, 1628; 

• . _.,-1 , , r:R ii:-1, ing been recognized as the promoter and 
·:._µikr of -Uw f~ntton geoea:»gy ctt inte1 vals for 22 years 

!,11 t.; t•JiO, ;it which time, hy reason of \\ife's cc-i'tinuP,l 
,;;i1e•:-< since 1905, and sine..: 1908 a hclple<:,:-< invalid, can 
n,·',her \i'a!k or s:a•1d alon,:, and the incurrence uf enor
mous expense-,. and nearly •cxhat,sted resource~, r.:'.sulting 
then frnrn. we coulrl not therefore, consistently continue 
t,, 2s:-3u r,h' the additi,:>nal responsibility anu expense of 
c],-J,,irg the re-cords, by locating the IUiSSing lieks in the 
chain ,Jf d,'.:-o ent of wh:ch there are several as yet unavail
ctl•1c withont which the work would be incomplete. 

1.Ve were therefore compelled to seled :t competent 
·,nd trustworthy pen;on to relieve us fr-)m furtuer respon
,-.il,: ii t:; by iii->coming our succe-;sor in dosing- of the 1·ecorcls 
;,nJ fin;:'. pul1lic,ltio.1 thereof as contemplat•cd and outlined 

\Ve·tiav•: ,t•:.con]i,0 gly t,.cen very t 0 rt,,naLe in c;elect
iwr U: C. A. Hutton. of Holland, E,;1~ Cut•nty. N. Y., as 
·,,,!· ~u1...,;c · ~. tn whMn \Vt> lJ;.,_ve assigned <>Ur iuten:sts in 
t ~·:c pr0{,,:.µ•''--'l i vt: 1:..1.1 i)lil:a tiou a nG tra n ~f< .. •i·re<l 0111_ .. unfinished 
,0:-,1i!a.tion ¼i.th our culls:, tion ,.f ;·amity :·c•.:,)d·;; µc:rtaining 
tb('rdo. ( Except our rernaiuing parnphlft sket,:hes of 
1:·~"':·: :0 1-:Jf1 ... ~; \\ bich ~-:: retaine0.; ··..J~n .:i2- a consi<.:t~~at!on of 
;:,1,.:h transkr s;ve: r.:,n: receive<.i 150 copi,:s, or a Book 
.-ntided ;\fotbc, ::;11d Uaughter, an aclv:ce to t';.: \fai<len, 
"!},:!fP .i.!-,1 \IoU:1::.-1~~ a ,1(·-at :ind ~i.1!J~t~u1ti;iJ1y bt;und bt)Ok, in 



J"C,l fle,;ib'.,~ leat!ier of whi.:h thl' Do;:tor i,; the Author. 
It has been extensin·,J s,1ld by 1vly ,a11·;assers to 

·,,1bs, ribers at One Dollar per Copy ;u,d is ;1 mastc-rly work 
anJ eviti.::nt1:', ;s highly prized wherever introduced jndg
ing from tile numerous tc'.,t;monia 1s :-;c-rt ill<' ·,vith the 
books which I prop<•se to mail to any address on receipt of 
ofl cb. per copy or tl1e same together with a u,py of either 
of our sketches of 18S··i ur ! D03 on receipt of One Dollar or 
all thr~t at '1:.1.50 or ingle copi•:s 0: either of the latter at 50 
cents. Thc:s<" pamphlet sketches crmtair; much intercst
i,,g in"ormation ot the fa,nily ancr \,as putiishe<l at consid
cralile cxrwnsP for the pnrp•:ise ~f aiding descendents in 
locatin1; their family 1in,· ot: ciescent. The 1-,sue 
r :' 1,-,~9 i~ ao outline sketch of the emigrant and descen
rlents of th• :od c1nd -~··<i .o,-e:EirJ.tion olit:;i;;2d i, ,,a, pubiic 
re,·.Jrd.;; g:._ in;:; the 1·:ar of tl1eir births, dt>aths, and 
,narria;,;-es. 

1 ,tili retain a deq, int,·n,,t in the publication of 
tbi:-- hook and sha11 ahi 1,, rn;:d,iuv. thi~ life work a final 
~·-uccess tr' the extent of my :d,il:ly and if the doctor pub
lishes the Lo,,], ;is outline<l bv lh, it wi!l include an exten-

' " 
;"" cc,1)(',·_HJTI of extra.:b from the Cv,:nty :-:enealogi..:al 

bi.;;forics :if E:1i;;bn<l and \\'~le:-:, 1·cla,in>, to Buttons. 
()L1r po~;-;i'.Jl .. 2 autcct1 (~.·rd~ clc1ting ln-.t·~·k to 1037 ".,vhen 

tl:c.> l'ir:-;t q{ the 11ame '0 cl:.t,,,l Jii Wiltshire, England and 
,::,.,t:i.biisheJ his borne at tbe :\:hnuc n; Biitvc. Hr'. wa.s an 
:-i.r:1101ired Knig:ht fro:1, ~orman,ly. Franc·.e, nam,·t! Robert 
{_ er I~{1l,c-'rtu~: : :cl3?Jtc1P.\ ~,no of 1~.<lam _*\n~_navil1(! ~s occurs 

0n r"'~-,H,l (Airt:t'Yillt' is the sLyle) as pi-:r \[Jaint,.· work-. on 
U,c Ur.igin ,.), S:,mi.:s, i 1_: f!el;,i.,1Il:', D · r:,,tu,Hlt' De Bilton, 
i;t,:ton, Butt,;~. as vari<Ji,~1y i~,:ndered, {1st f:'r .. --nch} suU
seTl"ntly old f:ng-lisb. 

Tue nam1: \\'i•; u.,'. :.·.:ordecl Button unt;i ::bout the 



Genealog-ist, Manor of Bilton Co. Gloucestshire England, 
page l':13. Adam DeAmneville had a son Robert, occurs 
on record as Robert De Bilton, (or Robertus de Bilton an 
an ancestor of the family of this name. 

The Effigy of the first Robert de Bilton was dis
covered in the church yard of St. l\lary's at Bilton in 1826 
on the south side close to the church, the site, no doubt, 
of what was a Mortuary Chapel of the founders. It is 
carved on the lid of the coffin, partly in relief and partly 
incised as shown by an engraying. The Armour shows 
he must have been the first of the name. His shield is 
charged with a Jesse gules the upper outline of which is not 
di,tinctly shown. 

A branch of the English family settled in Wales 
a bout the 13th century. History of Glamorganshire 
Wales, page 113. 

Buttons of \Vorlton, Dyffron arnl Cottrel. 
Sir Thomas LeGrant Button married Gresley ( or 

Grissyl) the Welsh heiress, of Dyffron probalily late in the 
13th century. His son, Howe! Button, married Guinllian 
daughter of Lamkin, Turbeville, of Tyshigston, his 
mother being Lucy, daughter and Co-heir of Sir John 
~orric; Knight of Penlline Castle. 

We find the Buttons of Dyffron, Wales, filling the 
office of sheriff of Glamorgan County, ·wales, 1556, 1564, 
1588, Hi41; 166(,, 1709 an<l 1727. 

Not long after this the male line of the family became 
extinct and the family of Pryce entered Dyffron by the 
name of Thomas Pryce with the heiress of the place, the 
latter willed the Estate to her cousin who married a Rev. 
Mr. Guinnette who at his wife's decease claimed the 
estate by the will of his wife, the title to which has for 
many years been contested and is still in abeyance and 
certain of the heirs by another name is still working on the 
descent and title to the estate of Dyffron. By the marriage 
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with the Rev. Mr. Guinnette there was a son named 
Button Guinnette who came to America in Colonial times 
and became a signer of the Declaration of Independence. 

I have a lady correspondent in Chautauqua Co.,. N. Y. 
· who :,,ent me a copy of her vast collection of notes obtained 
from the County Genealogical History of Glamorganshire, 
Wales and other authentic sources during her several 
years of research and she hints that she hopes to be able 
soon to report matters of great interest to Buttons in 
America. This lady has during many years been principal. 
teacher in the public high schools of Chatauqua Co., N. Y. 

The largest collection of Button data obtained from 
England and Wales in our search for a possible lineage 
was transcribed for us by a lady of sixteen years experi
ence in the public library of New York City, six years of 
the time in the employ of the New York Historical and 
Genealogical Society as a critic in correcting family records 
etc. 

We have thus given the interested reader some idea 
respecting the scope of our research in an effort to trace 
our ancient lineage which has disclosed the fact that the 
name is found in Europe among the hig-hest class of 
nobility both by birth and intermarriage, many of whom 
were Bishops, and Archdeacons etc., having large estates 
City and Country Seats, Arms, Crests and Mottoes. 

Dr. C. A. Button of Holland, N. Y. is in every way 
competent and trustworthy to carry out the trustassumed 
as our successor, and is rapidly bringing order out of 
chaos, who if reasonably encouraged by contributions of 
family records will soon be able to complete the records 
ready for publicaton. 

He is a lineal descendent of Peter, the youngest 
son of Matthias the emigrant, while we are descended from 
Matthias Jr., the eldest son; He has accurately compiled 



.t••L> "tt v dr,1•, n to th,'. latest birth-; C\t lht prc5lnt generation 
•.··r,_v of'-.\ lJich t1ege11erun-,ly cuneihuterl too:ir collection. 

\Ye ( .. i1 t!1:·1·cforc recommend h:m b, Lhc trust anJ 
p;::.•·,,;1:ic,· of an i11~ercsti::d pa, ies, a..:; 0[1(' whu will do JU"-· 

'.•,·.___ v, :,,,ih \.,-;s1kbC-,-. :,f the fa,11.1'.v ,:ttho11t parti?Et). 

MISSING LINKS 
W;ii1kd Parentag'? of J.::,.s,: ~:uHon Sr. l~tc of Can

,._ . i,u; ~·, C.)nt1, born 17·-/i fl;,:d 1783 
H,Y.c,\vcl1 Gutton, Sr. \;it.~ of Preste11, Conn, horn 

A bncr thttvn. 1;:i.t, d J,·welt Citv, Cnnn .. s,:rvcd in 
i.-, ,;,·,,-1; ;;:w l:1di.:1n '\Vci,· . 

. 1Gnd.th:.m But,un :::,r., late :.:·I i·, \\'indsor, Conn. 

~,J.irr~t'ti :<a,Jn1i dattg·~1i.1.~r or l~lit-.La aqd. t;.(ziv.h \'T'ay1ur} 
·,1 :rn".t'.ll. 

Jlattici BuL-111 :Jt•: of Groton, Conn.. :r-.farried 
b!m1bcth <1.:nig-hter ol Mat::hia~ and Elizabet~ (Butt,-,) 
r:i: th;, u! Groton, Ct. 

John Ui.ttorr Sr, t1.tc of 'S•:iiaghticoke. ~. Y,, born 
at Jc we tie Ci1:,. Conn. 1754, dicu 1~32 

\Ve wonld recJUe~i a~, a sp•'c1a; fa,,-,". from all to 
"'horn we mail this cvnimt1nic;ition !_hat :r ttcy lnn.: not 
h1th1-:rto :,;c:1t a copy of thei1' f;..,m1l_y_ i-•.>:.::n1, either tr ..:a, or 
~-u the •.ion.Ji. that 'h"J will <~o ;,,o at one•·, whetlier they 

, :J.,r· ')11 r iittJ,· bc,,_,h]d;;;. c•r not and that they wil: send us a 
.Juplict:i~ <·opy ~u, ~t prtca:.1tior.7.ry n1ea~Hre, as nc~t,.,~.:" ~,ve 
no~- t;1-2 d.,h.~,ur r!~\ •: an~: !~·;J~ .. t~. or a:.,r li·;;l:.:.~. 

Hopin~ yo1: "'·, ,1;•:. kit;dly Lr,or l:s, ,v,~ rem:iin, 
~;:1,~o·p]y "';. cur~ 

i)t1.··:::t! J1:t-.· ;~-~ 1•J· 1., t,ldr·e~--'-,. .\.-. Btr'l'''T'O:, 
--~~ Hasting:-: ·:,t., 

Grand Rapi<ts, ~• :. n. 
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•ro the descond11,ntli of l\fatthlas Button, who came to 
America with Governor John Endicott, landing at Salem, 
Mass , 8eptember 11, 1628, and died at Haverhlll, Mass., 
August 1,~ 1672, (t.},~n, Ji.Ag .• Vol. VI, ,,. 24R and Haver• 
hlll T. Rec.): 

'rho writer, o. llneal-descendo.nt of said Matthias But
ton (being a. grel\t grandson ot Mo.tthlas Button the 4th, 
son of Matthias and Mary (Brown) Button, his second 
wife, of Westerly, R. I., born there April 22, 1732, was of 
Canterbury and Oroton, Ct.", and died at Wells, Vt., In 
11111), has, o.t l11tervah1, durlnit the 1>0.st twenty years, 
been collecting himlly records-hlstorlca.l and blograph
ll,1ll sketche, nf the aforesaid emi!!'rant. his family and 
rloscen1fant!l-for t.110 1>11rposri of compiling 11nd eventna.lly 
p11hli11hlng 1i genealogy or tht! family In America. 

ln 1889 the wrltn 1.1nblh.1hed 11n outllnri sketch of thl11 
11,nc .. stor, hl11 family 11,nd uarly dflscendants, Including also 
11k,•t.cht!M of som,• or the lo.to1· IJranchnR of the family, for 
thl• 1>111•poso of clirrctlng corres11011du11ts In lo.eating their 
fa1111ly llnc•s 1tnd tro.dng thnh· df'scent In 1tld of said pro· 
j11ct in co-op1ira1 ion with 1111 In our offorts in compiling 1L 
11ew and un l:u•god t>dltlon 1.0 11a id 11l<otch. 11 nd also to 
••~1.0.hll,.h fund~ fo1· rt>imbnrsement :i11d lnclrt1111t1LI oxpenses 
I •11:11r1·,•cl in c:Lrryln~ out s11.ld projflct prop1Lmtory to t.hn 
1111hlic11,t,in11 of I ht• 11r1111osod ICll!llHLlogy, by collecting $1 
p11r c••PY for ll&itl !lkn1ch. But 11otwithst1u1dlng many who 
l>e;it apprechLtod our effort,s In this hflh11 If, wero liberal In 
nflforlug onn or moru cuJ>INl of the skewh, tllf'l'll Wfll'fl 

others. however, who ,morned l11k11w1Lrm 1Lnd Indifferent,, 
or perhaps not r,•allzlng tho lmoortanctt or pleasure of po11• 
11esslng such o. family history of thAlr a11tocede111~, io be 
handed down to their po!'lterlt.y. 

Not realizing sufficient from this source t.o e1111l>le 11,. to 
push the work In hand, oft.en requlrlnlC ad,•o.nceit from $1 
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to S5 for copies of public reco1·ds, we could o_nly work 11s 

we received funds to work with; hence_ .tho ,unusm1! d(lhiy, 
In tho ·progrl'ss or our family enterp1·lso, having 1ilr1mdy 
1ulvanced all we could spare from our llruit1!(1 r,•smtrl,t's, 
which weru largely In .excess of recoiµt,s from Urn sale of 
said sketch. 

Ilnt, becoming Impatient and det,ermlncd to 11.ccomµllsh" 
the purpose which we had voluntarily und_Prt,1 ken 11.,1 pro 
moter, and being silghtly. favo1·ed fin:tnclally, wo co.,n• 
menced lo work public 1·ecord':l more stro11un11t1ly, 1u1tl thn, 
result has been that within· t-he p1u1t thre,esmn·N wn lmvo · 
accomplished more thn11 we had prevlo11sly a11co11111lishe1I 
since tho p11bll"atlo11 of said sketch In tllt:19. But, how
eve1·, for every dollar 1·ecelved- from tho sale or suld 
sketch we bnve advanced 50 por cent In excess. 

We h1tve now accumulated an extensive collection of 
family records ttnd most Interesting ·ll_ketches ·of family 
history and Individual -biogr11phy :~f -thn ~cV<'l"II! branct.es 
of the family from public- recitrds, loc11l.Jii,:1tory and other 
1tuthont.lc so111·cll>:1, whid1,, wh,•11 comph!lli, l>1 :-:utlidont, t.o 
fill spaCI\ of 1Lt, l1•1t!lt :UiO l>ill:_tt!S In :t boot< of ot·dilmry lihrury 
sizti. 'l'ho cll'cuh1,tlou o! s1tld sketch, our nxteud1Jd cor
respondence and Sl'.trchcs· .made . in loca ii ties where tho 
family name is represented, has h1\d the effect to 11xclte 
I.hf\ lntere11t of many prominent mcmbol's:of the family, 
who vie with each· _other iu. colhwt.lng anil contributing 
family roco1ds and Interesting dat11, In co-11pemtlo11 with 
us In thi,i behalf, among whom aro nxport 1\_lld µrofes
sioual genPa!oglsts, which mat0rh1,lly increases mu· pros
pects of SIICCO!IS. 

In onr fil·!lt ec)nce11tlon of tho 1,rujol!t ll!l outlined in. 1.he 
11dv11,nccd !lketch of ISS!l, our o>'tirnllto of tho prohahlo 
ext1>11l of t.11111, to be employed •Lnd ,1ost or 1111eh a-n under
t:tl<inJ.; w11s s11hsoq110111ly round to lmve bnen co11~ld1,rahly 
11ndorollt.l111atcd, it:-: upon furtl:or invm~t.ig:ition It wit:-: 
found that dosco1u.lunt-t1 grm1,tly outnumlrnrod our 11ruvlo11s 
nsilmo.te:-: thtirl•of. nnd lllrn many of tho 1•arllor !:IHl-tlor:-:, 
had frequently changed their place of residence beforA 
!lettllng down !or life; It was, theroforo, fonnd very dlffi-



cult In tracing them to those •fnte·rmedle.te ple.ees where 
lmporttLnt records might be fonnd.' 

The work ns now··outlhrnd 'wbo1r the missing links In 
tho sevel'al brttnches shnll have been snpp-lied ·will·me.ke a 
book of not less thai1 250 pages of ordlnll.l'Y sl-ze;as a.fore·' 
1.-1:iid, of sma.11 pica style or type. cloth ··bonnd 11nd otbcr
wis,• of good 111:iterlal, •and· will cost not less than ·-1(:400 for 
r,oo coplcs,.lncludlng the postage in deftvering at1d'1Jxclu
sivo of lncldenta.l c•irpcn,ms Incurred tn collecting tho fam• 
ily !'tH?lll'ds 111 closing the clrnln of descent, which Is ·still 
l11co11111lute In t1eVl'l'1LI or tho family brll.nche!!,'lls hi•rehi' 
af111,· :<hown. · ·,._.,. 

Now, therefore, It become,- expedient to devise some 
met-hod by which the aforesaid sum may be cont1'lb11ted 
,rnd 1tdva11cetl by the descendants In i:mall iusta.llments; 
from timo to time, as required In the progress of .the work 
to bn 1tccumplisht>d 111 this connect1on, and· l\(.'COl'diui{ly ·we· 
h11vo devh1ed thn following as holng· in uut oplnfon tlie 
1110,t foasiblu fo1• the 1>11i·1m,-e, which we l!llibmlt for-con• 
~ldc,r;Lt.11111, viz: 

To 1tfllx tl111 11rl<H1 or $!i 111,r eo11y of snld go11c11logy 
(which cor1·o"'IJ011dl:l with ·.the price of.other genealogies of 
IL lilrn !>ize), to be paid In equal installments of $Lll!'i'each; 
the firtit to be ndvirnced when-ordering a form of"subscrlp· 
t.ion prep11rc1I for the purpose, which Is to·oo used to cover 
Incidental expense"' us boretofore specified; the second 
:tntl third ins1all111ent to be hold 1tubject to future 
ndv:tnces, which may be shown to be necessary In the 
cot11'l:lo of progroi::,1 of the work in hand by a. dnly a.utben• 
tk1it.ntl report or the rocolpts and disbursements. showing 
11 dofil-.lc,ncy of fnnds noodod for s:tid purposo In tho rogu
htr 111·ogre"'"' of the work to be accomplished preparatory 
1.11 t h4l 1rnblic1ttlo11 or said hoolc; the fourth, and hist, 
I m11 a llnrnn t to he piihl whou notice shall be received by 
1 lw 1:mh~crilmr, In duo form, of t.110 1rnhllentlo11 or 11nld 
hook irntl tho s1t1110 boiul( rcudy f01· delivery thoroor; pro• 
vlded, however, that imld ropo1·ts so m1td11 by ns from time 
10 tlmo 1111d notice of publication shall be certified a.nd 
cudorsed by l\ll officer _of Otll' local bank or other prom!-



nent party as b11lng In accordance with tbn facts therein 
contained; and pl'ovlded further, t~at no second or sub11e• 
quent dema.ud shall be made on the subscriber until there 
shall ha.ve been received a.t leu.st 1110 subscrlptloM for sa.ld _ 
book, which fact 11hu.ll be noted In said 1·eport :,nd dulr 
verified as aforesaid. And In. the event the.t the aforesaid 
number or subscriptions shall' not ha.ve bePn so received, 
the publication of s11,ld b6ok must, of neeel!SltY, be 
deferred and rost ·contlnp;ent, upon thn rnettlJ>L of su.ld 
number of subscriptions; l\nd the money 110 roeelved by 
the first advanced Installment will be applied 11,11 relroh1U'se• 
ment to cover Incidental expensPs advanced and Incurred 
1\s aforesaid. The foregoing specified terms and eondl· 
tlons Me hereby submitted for approval or disapproval, by 
Interested parties. but Is Intended to be favorable, all pro
tection against possible bad faith on our p1,rt, u.nd Is the 
basis upon which th11 proposed enterprise can be carrh•d 
out; and when approved by making 1\ subscription for said 
book shall be cleomed as evidence of good faith by the sub· 
scriber and hlnrllng its botwe"n the 11artles th11r1ito u.nd 
their represent,atlves and assigns: thtt said subscription 
and agreement tn bo subst1tntl&lly In accordance with tho 
foregoing and as collllt1•rnl t-hereto. 

In the conception of this fltmlly geneu.logy as Its pro• 
moter, the writer was actuated ma.Inly by a desire to lea,rn 
something more definite respecting our 11nl'e11t11rs than 1111 

usually obtained from tr11dltlona.l sourct>s-ai1 han,ted 
down from parent to child 1rnd rocount,nd In pre11e11ce or 
t,he family circle-often misquoted ll!I facts. and al1,10 by " 
desire to show 0111· l'llSJ1ecls t11 the memory or 0111· dec1•;u1ed 
ancestry a,nd kindred by th111< ro~111·rectl11g (for µostl'l'lty_) 
their records and history for l\ll time of thos .. of whom 
tradition says were worthy and generally of an Industrious 
class-occupying, rather, thP. up1>er middlo walks of life, 
as thrifty farmers, artisans, professlo111tl lllP.11, 1,1t,1 t,,.,non 
and soldier'il (of both rank and Iii .. ), 11ovoral of whom wore 
more or less dlstlngnlsbed as sncb, 1111d were w11II repr ... 
sented In the t>arly Indian and Colonial wars, lncludlna
t.he great RevoluttonA.ry strnggle for liberty A.net national 
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ind1111m1•lonll0, !l1Wllra.l of whom ha.vlng h\ld down their 
livos in thoir co11ntry',i c1iuse, In 1tll the war,i In which our 
conn try has been engaged down to tlrn present time, as 
their history will shllw, In tho proposed genealogy. 

'rherefore, in gr.i,titude ror our common inheritance of 
A mcrlcan citizenship, whh:h, by their patriotism, va.lor 
1tpd lova,liy they helpe,t to estu.blh1b, !At us join In dedl
c1tt.fng this fn.mlly history its 1\ l:isting mo1111111011t to their 
nwrnory, and tho~fl of thnir kindred d,•a•I. 

And lAt us ho11e that :ill desconduts of this, our com-
111011 ancestor, may be moved by ,t likt1 sentiment, or just 
prldn of a,wnstry, on receipt of 1,hls llt,tle booklet, and 
lrnsl,un l,o •!ontributo tow;trd~ this worthy project by sub
scribing for thA 11rojoctod bo'lk, tlrns adding to the requl• 
~itri numtior which will in~nrfl its s110ody publication; and 
1il;m without rlnhy (if thny have not previously done so), 
proc •fl•I to ,·olh,ct family records hoth of their own family, 
its als11 th.it, of tlrnir fatl1111·•~, gmndr11,ther's and othor 
rlllnotn anc•is1.nr~. which thoy ma.y bti ahle to secure, 
giving 11,11110s, d11tns :ind ph,cos of births, mu.rrhigm,1 and 
dtmth,;, :inrl nutiu~ tho "ources from whence a.II ma.terlal 
inf,,rma.tion w,,s ohta.lncd, thus furnishing u. ready refer• 
encn to whnre tho same m:i.y be obtained as 1widence of 
descent 1\11(] tit.lo to lnl111rit,,1nco.: which m1,y have accrued 
to any i•1divld1rnl or family namAd In said book, at the 
same 1.in10 rnti .. v,, us from rospon;1ihility of 11osstble errors 
which may nct~nr In t.he co111pilu.tion of this gAnea,logy, by 
pLicini; the SJ.!UrJ wlrnre It ,-h,ill u.ppr.1tr to belong. 

'I'hn s1,11rct1s from whence ra.mily records should be 
sn11ght itre [•'amily Biblm1, 'rownshi1, Clerk's ollice, Pro• 
lmto Courts, whom 1·,wor,ts of wills and 1tdminlstratlons of 
into~tatn>1 ost,tt,ns giv,, tho n.\mes or rnironts and children, 
;incl ch•1rch r,icord" or l,:t11tb1ms and marriages; registe1·s 
or tlei,tl,1. givn n:uno,1 of h11:,1b,u1d n11d wifo; monuments 
"how tl:it.us of births, rlo.tl,h~ 1rnJ relationship of tlrn 
1luco:1s1•d; town and local history often discloses names 
:ind dares of birth•, 1111,rrittites, deaths, etc. 

'fhe foliowin'.J' oxamphi may sullico, and should be 
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ob8e1'V(Hl In 1-1r11µ11,rlng family reeord8 In order to 1111,ve 
much tlmo and waste 11a.per: 

Roswell Buttol), Jr. 

Ro11well Button, J1·.,(son of Rollwell 11.nd f,ydla (Spicer) 
Button or Prost.on, Conn ,) b. there Jnn. -, 1784, d. --
18, --; m. ,fan. 11, 1807. Lydia Avery (dau. of ,Toh11 und 
Mary (Allyn) Avery or Groton, Conn ,) who was b. March 
23, 1786, and died July 24, 1866 Their children werl': 

I. Appleton Avery, b. Oct 31, 1807, died Oct. Iii, 
18S9, near Springfield, Mo ; m 
--, 1857, Snsanuah --, ;ind 
had a dirn, who died 111 Infancy, 
nnd son Alfre.d, b in St Louis. 
l\fo,, (sup1,osr.d to havP gouo to 
the Phlliriplrrn lshLncls). 'J'lw 
father _was 11, buildor ·1u1d con
tract.or In :ilt. Louis. 

II. William Palmer, b. Aug. at, 1800. d. · l\far 15, 
1866, tn Quebec, r:a111ulii. a !:tlngln 
man; was n ,·a1·r11111t••r, con• 
tractor and b111ld .. r. 

III. L11c!m1 Lucian, b. Julv Ii. ISi 1, d 1t1. Nonvich, 
Conn., .Jan· 211, 1885; 1, 1irof .. ,.sor 
fl.nd physll'h\.11: m. -- :-:abin:t 
Donlbear. 

IV. Stephen Decatur, b at Prnston. <..:111111., ,June 8, 

1813. d. 11,t. C;undcm. ~ ,I., .Ian. 
7, 1897; a famous 1trchitel't: m 
lst, Marla. Piorts, m. ::!d Marin 
Goodwill of Munson, l\!1isi,. 

V. Mary Ann, b. May 8, 1815, m. --.• Jo::ieph 
Hoxsie, an a.rchitet, in Phlhtdel
Jihla., P1i. 

VI. Nancy Ade, b. Jan. HI, 18g. 111. -- Joser,lt 
Hoxsie, her dond sh,wr Mnl'y 
Ann's husband, who dlml. Shn 
i,iurvlves her husband and 1~ 
~tfli Jiving in Chicago, a widow. 
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Stephen Decatur Button, deed., lu.te of C!!-mden, N. J., 
wai. one of the oldest u.nd most celebrated architects in 
t,he United States, whose works are to be found In many 
p11,rts of Nflw ,Jersey, Po11nsylvanla and othar state11. 

Tlw following aro among the· most noteworthy struct· 
nres, viz: State House. Montgomery, Ale..; railroad office, 
l<'onrth street, Philadelphia, (first fire-proof building In 
Phlln.) Spring Harden Institute, Phllu.; Chestnut Street 
1'heater, Philo..: I<'irst Bapt.tst Church, Phila. (Broad and 
Arch Stil.); Including many other ch11rches, market houses 
n.nd private r11sldonco11 In the city of Philadelphia.. He 
11lannr.1j t,ho St,ite lns11.11e Asylum In Delaware. In New 
,Jer11ey lw planned tho Cit.y Ha.II. Two ferry houses, seven 
church1>11 1rnd thirteirn scho()I honsos ••t C:tmden An 
,ilmshouse for Hlo11cestor ,rnd Cape May counties. The 
Howland Homm 1tt Lonit Branch and m:rny residences, 
hotels :ind pnblh• hnihlings throughout the state. He left 
1L v,Lluahle 1trchir.1•ct.nral library to the Philadelphia. Cha.p
tol't-1. Ho WU.!' nhm :t ,rrr;ll, mhrnrnlogist, and left a collec • 
tiou of 2,onn valuable specimen!!. which was presont.od to 
the high school of Cnmden IJy his daughter. He left two 
d11ldr11n-R daughtr•r Marla, an artist, and son WIiiiam 0 . 

. Bnt.ton. b•11ldina ins1,ect.or of Plitla.delphla. 
Thi' 1Lhove is from an obituary clipped from a Camden 

nr.wspaJ>f'r be1iring date Immediate or subpeqnent to the 
do:tth of Mr. Hutt.on, as cop!Pd for thn Interested reader 
,t,. :l specimen of many slmlhtr skPtches r!lserved for the 
ll""llO!<f'd aenl\:tlO!!Y-

'l'h<> following are tho sovnnl branches of the family 
In which thP. chain of descent is still incomplete-lacking 
missing links. warnted to complete their records, viz: 

Pet.er Button of St,onlngton, c,., and Westerly, R. I., 
(son of :ltatthhts 1111d T111iglo Hutton of Haverhill, Mass ) 
born t.hf'ro .Jnly 17, 111110, d. at Stonington. Ct •• 17211; md. 
:lhuy (1hi11. of 01'orge Lnm11hore of Westerly, R. I.) lt\87, 
and had Petor, Mary, MJ\ttbla.s and Ellpha.11, born Ston
ington, Ct , 1tnd Jeba.dia.h, Sa.muPl, Cyrns, Joseph and 
d11,11. Ellz1Lheth-the lattei· five born 1tt Westerly, R. I. 

The will of Peter Hutton, made at W1l11terly, R. I., 
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,Tnnnary 4, 1725, names wlfo Mary as his execnt,rlx, son 
l\latthl11s, ,lebadlah, S;Lmnel, Cyrus, Joseph· 1tnd l'et1ir, 
dan Eliphli,ll P11.rks, d11,11, Mary Lewis-hh1 dau. Ellziibeth 
11ot 11amed In the will and probably had died 1111 married 

As tlrn will ot Pet11r Button was made and f'Xecntrd 111 
Westerly, R. I., In 1725, and l\ll record!! show he died In 
Stonington to li'21i, It l!1 evldunt that he lir!lt Jived 111 
:--Honington, whflrP. four of his childrAn wero bol'tl; thenc11 
1110,·ed to Westerly about 1095, where hu pllrcluisml l(ill 
acres of land, which he divided among his six s1111>1, 1L11<l 
probably returned to !Stonington to :<pcrnd his !'enut.ininll' 
days (perhaps with son or dtlllllhter living ther11), n~ hn 
was quit<' woll advanc1•d In years. 

Now we luwe much of the family 1·ecords nf his chil· 
dren and descendn.ntll more 01· less lncornplete-w11,nted, 
nevertheless, rc•cords of the numerous IIPscendants of 
Peter and Mary Hntron down to the 11rNwnt gcnP.rittion, 
where the same lms not hitherto bnfln sent in. 

Elias, Harrodl!ll, Daniel. Deborah, Anna irnd 1.'lmnkfnl 
Button, thn childr«?n of D:rniPI Hutto11, ~r. 11,11,I Anna 
(B,.Jl) Hutton (hi~ wifl') of Plainfield :t11d \\'illlnrnntlc, Ct-. 

Wanted, family rncorcl~ of tlwir dn,ici,11d1tnf,,;. 
PPter llutton (son of Matthilts u.nd Mary (Neff) Butt.011 

of Plainfield, Ct.) bap. Stonlngto", Ct., Sept,nmber 2-L 
1704, (old Church Hecord!I); md. lfitnnah Clevnh1,11d (rh11. 
of Dellvern.nce Clevrland) October, 172!t, nnd lu1,•I ~011 

Mntthias, b. Pl11,infield, Ct., Jnly :?!t. 17110: \Villlitn1. b. 
Fnbrmc.ry ll, 17:J2: Dellvcn111c1>, b. Oct,ohnr i', 17:J4. 

Wanted, the family records or 1111,id chihlr1i11 11.11,I ot.lt1•r 
l'hlldrrn of th11 r1i1111ly or 1'111,nr 11,11<1 lla111mh But.t,1111. and 
their descl'n<lnnts. 

J\fatthhts (,ion of Poter and llann:ih (Cleveland) Bnt.t.1111 
of Plainfield, Ct.,) b. t-h1>re ,luh· 29, 1730; mcl. 11-'t March 
5, 1752, Mary Safford of Preston, Ct ... irnd had Willliim. h 
,lnn111L1 y 25. 171\2; Oollvt>rnnco (rhtn.), h Novmnhnr {, I i.14: 
llhttthla,;, Jr., b. August 29, 17/ill. Md. 2d ,Inly 5, 17110, 
Mary Kimball, and had Pete1·. b. February 25, 1762: Ha11· 
nah, b. April 7, 171i3; Gideon, b. April 23, 1765; Molly, b. 
October 22, 1767. 



Wint~d,' fatiiily 1;ccords· of the 'abov1V-named chlhlreu· 
:lnd their descendants, nnd address of thos,:, wlio· ·:ore 
lhifug:· ~ , .:: ... r, ••.. -·· ... •. - •. 

·,les;ie lfotton, borri .. _· -; 1749; died ·ca1iterbnl'y, :·ct., 
March 18, ·1-7tl3, bnrleil In Westmlnski-r CemNer·y tlerc; 
md. 1st--, Sybil Rainsford arid had two snns; Richard", 
IJ. Preston, Ct·,, May ·10;- 17711, · R·~lnsford·,. b.- Prest-on, Ct., 
N"~v1,111bor 22, i777;'Sybll, f1lii' 1st wlfe,--d:-·Marcli-31; 1780,
•Lnd Jcsse··-Uuttcin m.·lld ··Decenrber :7, 1780, Abi~all Ra11• 
som, :tnd had one son,·Robort, b:Marcb" 28t"l782. ,Jesse 
Butt,0·11 d. M:i.1·ch 18, 11s·3, In: his'- 3lth year of his-age·· He 
was biirled bcsldo hi" 1st w1fe Ill WP.stmlnster Cemetery flt. 
Cantc'!ri>Ury, Ct.· 

Warited, ·parentage of Joss·c liutt-0n, date and place of 
birth and 1,it m:u·riago. and family records ·of bis dP.scEitid· 
u.nt!I. which have not ltfthorto been sent in.· · 

. Ro~well Hutton,· Sr;, of Prl'~ton, Ct., b _·there --, 
1746, ,.:tddler a1id harness-maker, d. June 16, 1820; rod. 1st 
)ltu•i• ::;picm·, who died --; md. 2d Lydia Splce1·, hc1· 
h o.lf-slstPr. . i 

\Vllntod. thl/ P~l'(\lltJtge or Roswell Button, Si·., date 
H,lld place or his birth (trnd'itl<ill sn.ys ho ·was son of John 
and Hannah Hutton and grandson of Daniel nod Anna. 
( Bellj Button of Plainfiolo.J 0.11d \V1Jlimn.11tic, Ct.) Send 
rocords of t-bo descendttnt!' which have not bltherto been 
sent in; and settle question of his paren~a~-~-

11ufus Bi1ti'l11 of Hopkhtton, R. I.,. who ~d. Elizabeth 
----, :tnd h,\d 11, son, Abel, bol'n th1we ,111110 5, 1763 

\\'11 nt,itl, 1mn•nt1lg1, of Hurm• Hutton, ditto 1t_nd r,ta_cc of 
his l.llrth. nnd m1trritt~e, 1tnd · nu.mes, dates 11-n.d. places of 
tl11i blrt_hs of h_is _children. and family .. records Qf. theh' 
desc,md1tnt!l and address or any of their dosc.ondants . 

. . Jun:nh1rn Bnti.011 o[ Wfodsor, Ct., who m<J. -Naon~I (da~·
of F.li,lm Memsoll _J\JHl Ko;,:la .'.1'11.ylo1·), 11ho:b. April 3, 1758, 
u.t I~ _Win_dsor, wbero .they s_ettled and had six children, 
viz: Levi, ,Joseph, Naomi, Rhoda, Huldah and Jesse .. ,. 

·.Wanted; ·the ·pal'Ontltge of Jonathan Button; date' and 
pb\ce. of: his hlrth and marriag.e, ,names .. and d1ites·of birth 



of their descendants. .We have dates of birth of all ot hl,i 
children. i 

Daniel Button, who wd. Elizabeth (dau. of Matthias 
and Elizabeth (Ilutt) Button of Canterbury and Groton, 
Ct.), his cousin. \Ve have records of the family, morn or 
less Incomplete. 

Wanted, paren1a.ge of Daniel Button, date and place 
of his birth, marriage and death, and family records of 
his descendants, which have not heretofore be,•n tin• 
nlshed, down to the lo.test ,ieneru.tlon. 

Benjamin Button (son of Matthias and Phehll ( lh1tt) 
Hutton of Canterbury), born there 1750; md. a-bout 1782 or 
'3 Esther Chapman; lived at ono time ut Boman's Creflk. 
Schoharu. county, N. Y; was justice of tho peace some -to 
yee,r11. They had dau. Lydia, b. July 3, 1784, who mil. 
November J3, 1804, .John Stair, or Star. . 

Wanted, names, dates and place11 of births,· mn.rrlagc-s 
and deaths of tl1e rest of their chlldrc-n and 1·ecurds of 
their de11cendant.11-addresse11 of living member11 ther('or . 

• John nntton of ~chnghtll·Ok<>, N. Y., born In Connf'l't· 
!cut --, 17M; md. l!lt March 91, 1783, Mary Ransom, 
}lrobably sister of AblgaJ, 2d wifo or .Te~se Button or 
Canto_rb,iry, Ct, 1rnd probably married there. (and mny 
h&\'O been hrot.her ·oi· cousin or J,•~se) John Hutton waic 
In th<' Revoln1lonary war with 1,1!1 brother .Simeon. both 
who, 1ifter the war, came west and 11ettled 1\t Pltt!ltown, 
X. Y. .Tohn moved tlwnce to ~chaghticoke and b<>c111n1, :i 
farmer. From 1st marriage had 12 chlldr,•11 Ills liit 
wife died In 1810. Ho md. 2d Mary Burch, nPP. Low, In 
1821 and had 3 chiltlren; m;. widow dit•d In IS'i2. Wf' 
have tho year ot births anil deaths or all or the 15 chi!· 
dren, and names ot those to whom marrlf'd .. Names or 
grandchildren-SIi in all. 

Wanted, day of month of births of ·ehlldren, where 
born, date of marrhtgl, of each and deaths. Samo of all 
of the grandchildren and their desef'ndnnts to tho lntf'!II, 
generation. 

Simeon Button (bro. of John) settled at Pittstown, N. 
Y. Farmer .. and subsequently bec11me a dl11tln,rulshed 
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lawyer, Judge or Probate and polltlclan. Held many 
offices of tl'ust. His descendants, It Is said, still oecupy 
the old homestead at Pittstown, of whom wo :have· a 
record of a few or the children more or Joss incomplet·e. 

Wanted, 1Lil family records of tlie descendants of 
Simeon Bntton, including his parentu.ge and date and 
place of his birth and mar1fage. Tradition says that 
;rohn 1rnd Slmeon Button wore the sons of Rufus Hutton, 
who, with a bt·othPr, was In the old l•'rcnch war. His 
brother was killed, but ho returned, married and settled 
1Lt or mmr :L place ca.lied Jowett City ill Connectlc~ut, 
wirnr,• he mised IL hLr,co family of 15 children, Including 
,John and Simeon. We ha\'e. 1LS yet, been unable to 
locate Rufus Button and family, except the Rufus and 
Elizabeth Hutton of Hopkinton, R. L, who had a 110n 
Abel, born them· June 5. 1703, nine years after the birth 
or ,lohn, which, as the family of John's parents, cont'lsted 
of 1:; chlldrcn; thi,i Rufus Hutton may have been the 
father or John nud Simeon by a former marriage. There 
were scvernl famlllel! of Hnt,tons who moved from Con• 
nectlcut ttnd !lettled In lfopkinton, R. I., as the town 
record!! show; and it. i,i vory 11robable that Rufus and 
Elizi~beth Bnt1011 nrny have moved there from Jewett City. 
Ct, aud that tlwir_;ou .. Abel, born there June Ii, lin:i, was 
0110 or I heir )·oungrst, If no.t the .young~st of the family by 
IL 2d nrnrriago. Any better:i:olutlon of thh1 problrni, how
t'Ver, ,viii be tlrn11kf111Jy recolvod. 

,loseph Uutton of: Da.~by, Vt., who canio- from Rhodl' 
hl:rnd in t'7Bii, 111. Anou. ·on.vis 11nd settled :on ·:what has 
,o!nce .heirn known as the Hutton farm,. riow. ·owned by 
llow1i!I Oillinghu.m He k(,pt a. storo I here tor several 
rears, which wus about tho first store in town, a.nd also 
rn1111ufact11rrd 11otash. lie was one of the oarlv mt>mbcrs 
or the Qnakcr Socil'tr:, ·and was· very h1flnentla.l. lfo 
11cc11mulatcd n large Jiroperty and was .considered one o( 
the wralthlest men of his d1L)', and _exerted great lntlnonce 
nmong the people of his times. Being. a man of great 
force and energy,_ he contributed much· \n bulldlng up 
society, pe1·haps more than men In general. · He was.held 



i11 hiJ£h t!lililt!lll hy his friends and nel11"hbor1< Ho died 111 

IS~ll. n.gnd Hit, 

Their chlldri>n w,,r.,: 

Chnrle~, Samuel, ,Joseph, Ezeklol, Senecll, Tliotutt>', 
Anson, Ann11, and Rhoda. It'ls said that only t,vo m; 
1.hn•o nro now lh'lng. Thomas md. Lydi:i. (rla\i. o°r Jfnrris 
Ot,ls) and settlefl whore Albei·t Bucklin now li\•1•s: lit-

. j • . 

,lit.ii le;1vi11g t,hreo chll-lre11-A1111 l~llza, Snr:111 :uul l~llzu· 
hut-h. A1111 lWu 1111I. David ,I. llavilaud :1-1,d Sarnh 1111I. 

Boujamiu Pllck of Queem,hnry, N. Y. 
Anson (sou of .Joseph and Anna ( Da\'isJ But ton or 

l>unby. Vt.) md. Catherine (dau. of fso,ac ,·all) a-nd ~ettletl 
011 the old ho11w1<tead He had n brick yurd mmr tlw 
residence of Hem·y Kelley, where he 111:1,11ufa1~t11recl brick. 
He built the lir1<t and only brick tlwlllli11g h11111•fl In thP 
tnwn. He was killed In falllng from n 1cm I of hay l11 

184~- They mlsed a family of 7 chlldre11-,l,1,:e11h, baac. 
A111m, H.hodt\, Emily, Eunice :rnd Ch:irlt)' Jo~eph md. 
~lellss,1,, dan. or Silas Hulett; [,oau.e md .. Ellen, clan or 
Sihis Hul,iH. ,lm•e()h n,nd Isaac live in C,tliforula. llhoila 
md. Hnnnib:tl Hopkins of Wn.llingford 1111rl dh'd 111 lt153. 
n-fled 24, hiiwlng one daughter, Rhoda. II. · 

Waut.od, tho familr records or the desct•111.lunts or 
Joseph Button, Sr., his pare1111t1te 1i11d dato und pl,.,ce of 
hlrth and marrlagu. 

Cit pt. Matthias Button, the 4th, or Canterbur)· 11 llll 
Oroton, Ct. (son of Matthias and l\larr (Browi1) Uuttou of 
\Ve;:terly, R. I) b. there April 22, 173:l. d. nt Well:>, Yt., 
-, 1811, age l 70 years; was ensign nnd captain In tr1t-i11 
band; wa,i captain in war of Revolution; a farrner. ~Id 
l~t Phoebe Hutr, 1753; md. 2d, 171i~, Elizabeth. Bntr, h1-1· 
sister. Children of 1st mari·higc wn,•: :\lolly, ,Joseph .. 
Nathan, Unnjamin, Mntthlas, Jr., 1<:nnlce 1L111l Chnrlott••: 
children of 2.t marriage were: Alla, I~llz:tboth (who mcl. 
On.nlel Hutt.on), ,Jonas, Shnbol, Nutlmu, Jm•I and Amos. 

Their descendants lh•e In Ohlt>, New York, Michigan. 
Ditkotn and .Massachusetts, of whom we have .partial 
ri;conls morP or IPss ineumpli•te. 
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Wanted, record, of all branches of the famllJ brougbt 
down to date. 
_ Joseph Button or Windham, Ct., and Wells, Vt., (son 
of Matthias a.nd Phoebe Button of Groton, Ct,) b. Canter• 
bury, Ct., about 1756 or '7; ml. 1st Sarah Glass of Wind· 
ham, Ct ; m•i. 2d :\trs. l'tla.ry Pa.rksJ a widow, of Willis, V~. 
Ile cl. In 1826 •. He lo!ft a large family of children, among 
whom wertJ Rufus, Jo!jeph an<t Elijah. Ttuilr descendants 
ue hi C!1au~:i.11qu,, county, N. Y., u.nd In North D11.kotu.. 

Wanted, all records brought down to date. 
Lysander D.1tto:1 of w .. tortorJ, N. Y., the Inventor 

(:rnd for m,ny y11,rs tho mrnufacturer) or the Ju.iLly cele• 
brated B,1tton Fire E.tjlne at Waterford. 

\VantoJ, the p .rentage of Lys:i.ndur Button, date u.nd 
pl:i,ce of his birth, m.1rrl.1.go anJ fa ully records u.ud ,kotch 
of his life. 

All lnform'ltlon re~pectlng this gl'ntleman and ante• 
cedonts wlll be most gratefully rPcelveJ, and will find a 
conspicuous place In the Button genealogy, with Ulunra• 
tlons. 

Col. Samuel Button of Groton, Ct., md. Sarah (dau. of 
Ebenezer and ~a.rah (HHI) Lamb of Groton) and had, 
Mary, Anna, Susan, Sally, Eunice, Lois, Joshua, Joseph, 
Nathan and Perey. · 

w .. nteJ, th~ puenta.ge of Col. Samuel. Button, date 
and place of his birth, m:i.rrlage and death; same ·of the 
children and the family records of their descendants. 

Tllere are other branches of the family In which rec• 
ord~ are m lre or loss Incomplete, but the foregoing Is an· 
we have llp3ce for In this little booklet, which, it Is hoped, 
will m:1.terially aid In closing the records. Of course we 
invite contributions of reeord:J a.nd sketches of history 
from every family who hove not hitherto coutrlbnted tho 
same tor the work now in proceH, and without delay. 

'rhe book will lnelndo an Interesting preamble, with a 
frontispiece of an anc.letit cou.,.; Of arms and motto of a 
Rev. Thomas Button wbu •w\ts mstillbd bishop of Exeter, 
Eugl.Lnd, J11.11ua.ry 1'5, 1203, which· U.1u iu-llor hu.s had 
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roprodnced from Its heraldic de·scrlption (by a :ronng I \dy 
de~cendant of our ancestor, IVliO Is an expert heraldic 
artist a1\d a profcsslon:1.I gonP.••loglst), as eoplo;J from an 
English gene:1.loglca.l work In Boston, ~fass. 'rho e11t (,is 
represented 111 this bo:>klet as frontl ◄ pie.:o) tho wrltor h;1,d 
engra.ved from u. bo:i.utHul w.i.ter color. plcll1re execntoJ 
by our kinsl:i.dy as a spucllnon of her W,>l'k, which l,i a. 
m'.lsterpl_ece of the beautfCul ~rt, which wo thluk ·c~nnot 
be excelled. , 

'rhe preamble wlll also Include sP.vera.l p:\gos of most 
1oterestlng 11ketcbos of history and blo:(raphy or tho 
a.ncient English and French branches of our suµpvscd 
antecedent~_ d·itl11g b:1,ck to 1037, showing onr no.mo 'to 
have been derived from the Freneh name, do llethuno, 
who settled in various p:i.rts of Engl:1,nd ahout th:\t time. 
The.re o.re several descrl1>tlons of tho arms o.s :idopted by 
tlrn respective branches of the family 11:uned In tho gen· 
o:i.logic:i.l work aforcs:i.ld, slightly dll?orlng merely sum, 
clont to dlstln,;ulsh tho oue from tho othnr. They wero 
barons and 1>os~.,,1sed la.rgo La.ndod e.it:i.tes uudor tho 
ancient feudal system or la.nd tonurn-renderlng th11re• 
fore ml1it1\ry service to their i111mlldl:1.to fomla.l lord by 
furnishing a cert1•ln number of their reto.inor:1 (their ten
ants) In tlmo or ,va.r_ It ls s Lid tlat the Bothuneij worn 
descended from a 10•1~ line or b:i.rons or tho city and tor· 
rll;ory of llesonnen In Pa.lestlne. It will also be int••r· 
spersed with notes of " mlscolLrneous ch:\r.\ctur a,,. 

obt:\lned fro1n · hi,:torlca.l a.nd gene I I •irh,:\I \VOl .. lc:1 r11sp11ct
lng dlf?oront, tnllmbor,i of tho family In E:1.;l:u11.l previous 
to 1007 o.nd subsequent to i2!l3. thll formo1· dl\to h:wlng 
recently been discovered· to h:ive beon tho d:1.to of t•,e 
birth of· our o.ncostor-tho om!gmnt, :'ll.1.tthi.&s Button, 
the 1st-as being tho son or a Tbom:is Button of lla.1·rold, 
England. ba.p. there O.:t. 11. Hl'.17, n.n:l wlnso father, 
(Thoma.s llutt.011) w:1.-i burind thorn June :?6, 1617, as 
shnwn by copy of s \hl rol:01·ds fro·u thu 11:u•l,ih rog'stor or 
Harrold. Now lo.cl,lng further Hldenc<' of ld<'ntlftcutlo11, 
to est1ibllsh tho n:1.tivlty a 111I pu.,11t.1tgo of onr s:\'d ancos· 
tor for wl.Jl.!h we arc lllU.klng search. 
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Tho gl'!l=i.tost dlm~•1lty which ·promoters of under• 
t,iklngs of this ch:micter havo to conteod with, Is that of 

Jntorftiro•1co by pnt.ios uctuated by specul11.tlve motives, 
who spring np ont of r,ictlons ·or tho dPlicnndants, ready to 
t:iko atlv.u1t:1go of their l'Ph.lllonshlp, which often 
oncfangors, if not 011tlroly de,itroys~ all 1,rospects of suc
cell~; an I herein llos tho secre, of so many failures to 
recover rem:>to Inheritances,· which otberwlse might have 
beon obtained and enjoyed by the heirs. The writer bas 
h:ul ma,ny yea1·s' exporlonco In m11.ttors of this character. 
From 181i2 .to 1867 as attorney at-law, and war cJalm 
1\gont cnntlnnonllly so engaged, and from 1867 to 1887 at 
Intervals so engaged In th1r prosecution of pensions (and 
various or.her claims) accruing to 1toldlers and their repre
sentatives dnrlng tho wa.r or the rebe11lon of 1861, In 
many cu.sos of which It beca.me necessary to produce 
ovltlence of births, m:i.rrh.1,ges and deaths-often having 
r,isort to fore_ign records, Including Engll:1b, Irish and 
Germ:\n, In c:,sos or' a.lien· clahuants-from which experl
"nce wo h:1,vil gained some knowledge of the method ol 
searching records. 

Iu 187il tho writer puhllsbo<l a ROnealoglcal sketch of 
tho \Vobber family. of 42 paires, .similar to &bat of the 
Uutton family published In 1889, and for a like purpose, 
slt1co which. our tlm11 has not only been occupl .. d In col
JoctlnJ J'ecord~ and m.1.tnrla.l for the completion of these 
ge1111:\loglos, but ~o h:\Ve also been slmll1\rly engaged In 
cst:\bll,;hlng claims to lnhorltu.nces, during which the 
writer h:\t! p11rl!hasod quite a colloctlon of genealogical 
w11rl<ll, b:1th or this country and Europe, by which we are 
able to tra.c11 peJlgrees or almost' any family name, and 
toJP.ther with a.r1·an101nen,s made with several profe11-
sion \I ge·1oalogists for ex!!b:1.nge of notes, we possess 
f.Lcilitios tor conducting works ot this character, and 
d 11:i.!t' a "'onur,LI cl:11111 u.goncy business; and. wlll promptly 
l{IVe ·att;ntl,iu t•1 c,1!1,1 for our services In this capacity, In 
ostt\blishlng pedigrees, complllng fitmlly records and 
ch:Lrt~, m Lko sea.rcb for wllh1, reproduce o.nclunt arms and 
cscutebo.iu,i ou must fav.il'ablu terms. 
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Special ~•quests by the Writer. 
Do not gl.ve away family records or sketches of l&mlly 

history and biography to collectors or genealogists, 
e1cept to descendants of our common ancestor in the 
l_nterest of this, our Button irenealogy. · 

Nor lend this booklet to be copied, eicept to aid 
descendant,, who do not possess a copy, In completlnir 
their family records. 

Llkfl the outline ske-tch of 1889, this booklet ls pub• 
llshed at considerable expense to aid descend1mts In tr~c~• 
Ing family lines and completing their family records to be 
contributed for the purpo~e of completing said genealogf, 
and will therefore be malled to correspondents and others, 
who are pre1111med lo be del\cendants, and wlll subscribe 
for a copy of s:ild genealogy, and otherwlH encoura.ge t.he 
publication thereof, free of cost. 

Should this booklet, however, be received by any per· 
tons who are not so Interested, It Is requested that they 
will Immediately return the ■ame to the undersigned or 
remit fl for th~ same. 

All persons to whom the booklet Is malled who do not 
subscribe for a copy of 11ald genealogy (except those who 
h-ave largely contributed data and material therefore) will 
be expected to remit $1 per copy or return t!le samH. 

All remittances should be by postal money order or 
registered letter. · 

All letters ot Inquiry should enclose return postage at. 
Jeast. 

· On receipt or this booklet it 111 req11ested that lmmedl· 
ate acknowledgment thereof be made to the undersigned: 

We have a few criples or the sketch of l:i89 Jett over, 
which we will mall to any address on receipt or $1, or the 
two for 81.50. 

We will cheerfullJ render all possible aid to snbs,irlb
ers and co,1trlb11tors In establlslilng their ramllJ lines, 
and In complt,t.lng their family records, without charre, 
except return pastage. 

Should any communication addressed to us fall to 
bring Immediate reply, the writer thereof should call our 
attention thereto, wlLhout delaJ. Address 

OM 

A. BUTTON, 
Saranac, Mich. 






