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PREFACE 

The Survey of state and local historical records, kno\m as the 
Historical Recor<ls Survey, r,rus established in J·a.nuary, 1936, under the 
national direction of Dr. Luther H. Evans. It 1 .. ·1as inaugurated as a part 
of the Federc.11 T~Jri ters' Projects and vvork r.ras started in lVIissis sippi in 
February, 1936. I;J.ter the Mississippi survey ';jl(i.S -made a separate unit 
to continue under the state direction of W ci :a. Haynie vrho hn.d acted as 
supervisor from -the beginning of the worko Mr. fl::..ynie hec.ded the Survey 
until July 15, 1937. C. C. Fisher, forn1erly eclitor-in-chief is now 
S-tEi."GG Director. 

. The gene:c:1.l o':Jject.ive of the Historical Records Survey b.:) .. c been to 
loc:·~te, preserve, and ma.ke accessi:Jle material for research into .L"~n1eric.:.l11 
history by g:.""i.thering inform::i.tion on the existence and generc..l cho.ructer 
of collections of hiutoric~·,.1 d~ta throughout the United States. 

To uccomplish this purpose specifically, the Survey h~s undertQken to 
check public records ka1Jt by state, county, and municipal governments and 
prepare descriptive, uniform inventories of these records. \fork to follow 
will be the compiL:.:tion of lists of historicr .. l rn.c..nuscripts s.nd maps in de­
positories c:nd privo.te collections. Another task Yfill be loc~·-.ting and in­
ventorying the records of o..11 churches in all counties c:~nd arrs.nging an 
historical sketch of ec .. ch church bu; lding togeth0r with important f°G.cts 
about, the de\teloi)ment of the religious c:.nd socii.11 life of each county 
o..s revealed by the records. Al1 inventorJ of c .. portion of th.J records, 
books, and pc.pex-s in the Ste\.te Department of Archives o.nd History has been 
put uncler way. 

The Survey plc_ns to publish an Inverrtorv of the Co~n:ty: ~rchi ves of 
i~ississiptl in 82 units, one for ec..ch county in the stu_te. ED.ch county 
inv~ntory v,rill be numbered sepc.rately from 1 to 82, the numbering dupend­
ing on the reL.:-tive j_)osition of e~:.ch county in an alphabeticc~l list of . 
all th& counties in the stc.te • Thus, the number for the inventorr of 
Amite County is 3 •. The in•rentories of the stat0 c..rchives, church records, 
and of municipal nncl other locr:.l records i.7ill be published separ;_;_:..tely. 

The various units or -tlv5 Inv,:1ntorY. of the_ QC?..,1-:lnty .archivas of -~.lississ­
ippi Vfill be mim-~ogro.phocl for i'ree distribution to sta.te and county of­
ficers,· to _;_:niiJlic librc.ries in Mississippi c~nd to a limited nun1ber of 
librarios and govermns.nt c:.gencii.::S outsid0 the state. 

In lviississi1)pi, stress has been placed on completing a state--v.ride 
examination of county records \Iith the vie-w to presGrving them and mak-. 
ing them mo::e acc0ssible to the public. By assembling 2:.nd preparing con­
cise, detfailed inventories of, or guides to the archiver.; of each county, 
the Survey (ifi 11 make available n.n instrun1ent vrhich v1ill~ display for com­
p3.rison the records system of the 82 counties of the state, the study of 
~:1hich may lec~d to the udoption of a simplified, stand~1rtlizsd method tho.t 
will eliminc~te unnecesso.ry anci. overl::1pping records~ give a comprehensive 
medium \'fhich ·will f~-;-~·.1ili2.rize the e;eneral publ; c ·Hith history ~1.s sho-..7n 0y 
records \.).nd r~rousa interest in it; and help of~ice holders to a better 
understandinr.: of the ex~~ct scope of their· office records s.nd sho;.1 them 

~ .... 
the record v1ork of their predecessors • 

. 
l 
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The survey of tha records of Amite County \Va.s sta~ted January 8, 1937 
and was finished March_ 25, 1937. Ivirs. Norina furdy, Historical Rocords 3ur­
v0y field workdr,. completed tha. work unaided by other pL~id assistants.. Ba­
tweon bay l, 1936 and November, 1936, prelirninary work had been done in the 
county by Mrs. Ruby Toler Ha.zelwood6 Hrs,. Hardy's husband, ~N. Ho Hardy, 
voluntarily helpGd itrs" Hardy examin0 tha records and by doing so:i expedited 
the survey in this county,, No r.~dvisory cornmitt0e was formed but o.11 county 
officdrs showad gr0c::~t interest in the work cind gave valuable :A.Ssist:.:..nc:3. 
~o G. Nelson, ch~ncGry clerk; Ho G~ Gordon, circuit clark; and Jo N. Steol, 
sup,3rintenaent of educ'.c:.tion, all coop.:srated with _the Survey. John Pe.rk-0r, 
·vlho is wri-ting a history of Amite County, generously furnished much inform::.:.­
t_ ion r~nd many fc.:.cts 'l Miss Alma Causey, An1it e County direct or of the WP.A 
state-wide Historical Research Project, was likewise helpful. 

The records of Amite County are in as good condition as could be ex-· 
pected_ under the circu1.L1stances~ The historic courthouse 9 built in 1840, is 
small and does not provjde enough st.orage space to care for the accumulated 
records.- of 128 years. However, through a WPA project an attempt has been 
made to enlarge the fa0ilities, and only the lack of money has prevented the 
completion (?f the much••need.ed improve.rnent e 

·rhe inventory of county records 0f Amite County was prepar~d in the 
state· office in Jacks.on, Mississippi, by an editorial staff of which Robert 
E,. Strong is editor-in--chief. 

e.@ . .:/~ 
C. C. Fisher 
.State Director 
Historical Records 3urvey 
for l~ississippi 
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Amite County was established February 24, 1809 with an original area 
of 1,729 square miles (rrurner' s Digest of the Statutes of the M. T •. , p •. 
95, part 23, sec. 1). The county.seat is Liberty, a small farming town 
with a population of 551. Amite was the fifth county to be organized in 
the Mississippi Territory and it is situated in the southwestern corner 
of the state in the old Natchez District. When the Territory was created 
April 7, 1798, its white population ,vas concentrated in this fertile 
region where some 6,00Q people lived.. The section was first settled in 
1716 by the French who lost it along with Canada to the English in 1763. 
In reality, a fourteenth colony of English when the seaboard colonies re­
belled in 1776, it was seized in 1779 by Galvez, Spain's brilliant young 
Governor from New Orleans. The Natchez District, ·ruled by the Dons,_was 
the center of a suave, punctilious civilization supported· by the growing 
commerce of the River and the local raising of indigo and tobacco. In 
1795 the Spaniards oy the Treaty of San Lorezo el Real recognized America.11 
Territorial rights as far· south as the 31st parallel, but they would not 
evacuate and by a policy of procrastination attempted to retain the land 
contrary to the treaty. The .Federal Government, l)rged on by Ohio Valley 
and Kentucky settlers, ousted the Spaniards in 1798 and took possession of 
the Natchez region. The cotton_gin had been invented in 1793, cheapening 
the expensive P!Ocess of separating the fiber from the seeds. The gin, 
slave labor, a mild climate, and fertile soil combined to make _the Natchez 
country one of the first great cotton-producing areas in the South. The 
River swarmed with thousands of fla'tbqats that drifted down from the upper 
Valley and disgorged cargoes of freight and settlers at the town of Nat­
chez on the bluffs. Tho Nat~hez Trace, the age-old I~dian Trail connect-

. ing Natchez ~nd Nashville, opened up by the United States in 1801, tee1ned 
with inrushing pioneers v1ho came to claim a share of the cheap, plentiful 
land and the crop of white gold that col~ld be raised on i~. :F'r_om this 
fecund country in 1799, within a year after the Mississippi Territory had 
been established, Ado.ms and Pickering Counties. v11ere organizedo Subsequent­
ly five additional. counties arose in the District: Wilkinson, Amite, Frank­
lin, Claibor11e, and Warren. In 1802 the name of Pickering County was chang­
ed to Jefferson to honor Thomas Jeffqrson. 

Y/ilkinson County, formed frora Adams County in 1802, was divided to 
create Amite County. The boundaries of the new county, as specified in 
the original organization act v1ere, ''Beginning at the thirty mile post, 
east of the l'11lississippi River on the line of demarkation ( the line running 
between the United States and Spanish West Florida) and running ·with the 
township line due ·north until it intersects the line of Adams County, 
thence \vith the said line ea~t to the line of V/ashington County (the ori­
ginal Washington County, set up June 4, 1800, is·now a part of Alabama) 
thence along said line to the aforesaid lirie of demarkation, thence west 
along the s~id line to the place of beginning; and all that country lying 
0ast of the dividi11g line shall compose one county by the na1ne of Junite." 
(Origirial Acts of the Territorial Legislature, Series D. Volo 6. Depto.- of 
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Archives and History, Jackson; Turner's Digest, 1816, p. 95, part 23, seq~ 
1). The Vlestern boundary line of Washington County in 1809 was Pearl 
River (Turner's Digest, p. 87, part 21, Proclamation of Governor Winthrop 
Sargent). Marion County was established December 9, 1811 and took the east­
ern part of Amite County from the 60 mile post on the line of demarcation 
:;ast to £>earl i·liver (.~bis!o , p. 105, part 51, sec. 111). In turn, from the 
w~stern portion of Marion County, fike County was created in 1815 and Wal­
thall County was er;tablished in 1914. Thus it can be said that these two 
counties vvere organiz·ed from land that originally belonged to Amite County. 
The remaining boundaries hav-e been unchanged and at present Amite County is 
bounded on the north by Franklin and Lincoln Counties, on the east by Pike 
County, on the sou-th by the Louisiana line, and on the west by Vvilkinson 
County. 

Early French explorers found ·peaceful Indians living along the small 
stream that flows through the ri:}gion th4t is now .Amite County so they ni~med 
them the ''a1I1ite 11 or friendly Indians and they called the strec:..m the "amite" 
river. The district b0camo knoiJvn as the Amite country and th~ .. t name was giv­
en to the new county in 1809. 

rrhe 1930 census showed the county to have a population of-19,712 of · 
which 9',271 were native white and 10,417 WtJre negro. It is an isol;;;:.tod, 
rural, and agricultural comrnunity that is industrialized only by a number 
of scattered cotton gins, saw mills, and grist mills. One railroad touches 
the county only on a portion of the western border where Gloster,. popula­
tion 1,139, the largest town in the county, was established in 1883. Approx­
imately 22 percent of the county's 714 square miles o.f area is under culti­
vation and its assessed property value is $4-,200,32J.. Its ·rural-farm popu­
lation is 1'7, 054. {§i_~rinif~+--EQ~l.Q!:t g_f. the_~e.c~!~y_of_§!~~~ to the ~a~isla­
~ure of Mi§.§~~-~ipJ)~.2-!.9.33..::}~) • 

The original settlers of the Amite country came principally from the 
Carolinas, Georgia, Kentucky, Tennessee, and the upper portions of Mississ­
ippi. Most of them arrived with the heavy surge of immigration that follow­
ed the signing of the Treaty of Chj_ckasaw Bluffs in 1801 whereby the Chicka­
saw Indians in return for being allowed to operate all taverns and forries 
on the Natchez Trace,. guaranteed tht:: unmolested pa.ssago of imrnigran-ts and 
United States soldiers along tho trailo Many othors came the "Lake Route•t; 
down the Atlantic Ocean_, around Florida, across the Gulf of }Jiexico and the 
Mississippi Sound, through Lakes Ponchartrain and Iviaurepas, and up the .A.mite 
River, or through Bt..you Manchac fr,om the Lakes and up the MississiJpi River 
to Natchez. Btill many mQre drifted down the :Mississippi River on _flatboats 
with their families, slave~, livestock, and all their household :possess;an~. 
The first census of the county made in 1810 and certified to by Gadesley · 
Gayden, tax assessor and qollector, placed the population at 3,692 of ~1ich 
2,594 ·were white, 1,069 werQ slaves and nine were free colored (Orisinal 
Acts of the Territori~l.Legisl?t,ture, Series D, vol. 6, Departraent of Archives 
and History, J~ckso:n, Miss.). The land they cleared was turned to cotton 
r2,.ising and the staple was hauled 70 miles over the old Liberty J.oad to 
Natchez to be sold. Cotton is still the leading product of Arnite .County. 
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The county organization act provided for the appointment of five com­
missioners (James Robertson, Thomas Vvaggoner, Joshua Collins, Robert Mont­
gomery, aud James Chandler) to choose a site for the county seat "by pur­
chase or otherwise, not less than 50 acres of land, and not more than half 
a mile from the center of the county, including a good spring; nearest to 
the center of the county whereon to erect public buildings." Reserving 
tviro acres for the building, the tract was to be laid out into half acre 
lots and sold at public auction, the money derived from the sale to be ap­
plied toward defraying the expenses of erecting the public buildings of the 
co~nty (!~.),. The town, called Liberty, developed into e. typical inland 
planters' business center influenced by wealth and culture based on the 
growing of cotton. 

The first officers of Amite County were appointed by the Governor, lviarch 
24, 1809, and included the following o five justices of the peace vvho constitu­
ted the county court, one of whom was chief justice of thd orphans' court; a 
clerk of county court, a surveyor, and a sheriff. A tax assessor £nd collect­
or and a clerk of superior court were appointed January 1, 1810 (,B~gisi~..L2.f. 
~..f!QOintll}ent of Mili~ia .§-nd_Office~- fr.QI!.! __ ;180,5 i2_i.§J:.2, Departrnent of Archives, 
Jackson, rviiss o). 

The first cour·l:ihouse, a log building, was erected in 18110 Until it was 
completed, court was held in the home of William Richardson 0:1. Connell's Mill 
Greek ( Q:r:igipal v~£~.!3- .9.f._ the -~rrit£r.ial. L~gig~ture, Series D, Vol-o 6). The 
costs of putting up a whipping post and stocks,~;; were included among the expen­
ses incurred in constructing the first courthouse. Slave labor built-a grace­
ful, square, brick courthouse in 1840, the building that is still in use. 

2. DEVELOPM~rtr OF COUNTBS IN MI33Iff.3IPPI 

Five established r;overnments have controlled the territory that is now 
1'Jiiss~ssippi and the.se goverrunen-ts have left their marks and their records as 
evidence of their domination. 

France held Mississippi from 1699 to 1763 by claims of discovery and set­
tlernento England took possession of it as conquered territory in 1'763 and re­
tained it until 177~1. At that time Spai:n seized it v1hile England was embroil­
ed with the rebelling Arnerican Colonies. Spain relinquished the land above 
the 31st parallel to the United States in 1795 and lost the land below the 
line in 1812 after the revolting settlers had set up the government of Inde­
pendent ".Nest Florida in 1810. Mississippi ·,r;as part of the United States fro1n 
1798 until 1861, at which time the s-tate seceded to join tho Southern Confed­
eracy. After the close of the War Betv1een the States in 1865 Mississippi re­
turned to the Union in 1870. 

Mississippi was also involved in the claims and counter claims of Georcia 
and North Carolina, based on early English grants, Georgia went so far as to 
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establish the county of Burbon in 1785 in the southv1estern part of Mississippi. 
and to sell lands,. the transaction being called the "Yazoo Fraud". Georgia's 
demands were not settle4 until 1802, four years after the Mississippi Terri­
tory- had been established. At that time the Fe40ral Government made many 
concessions to Georgia, giving that state lands and money in return for the 
relinquishment of its claims. South Carolina voluntarily gave up its demand3. 
in 1787. 

1rhe first two counties of the Torritory, Adams and Pickering, were estab­
lished in 1799 in the Natchez Dis-tric.t in the southv.res-tern corner of the state. 
In 1802 because of a shift in political opinions the name of Pickering was 
changed to Jefferson in favor of Thomas Jefferson. By 1809 five more counties 
had been organizeda Wilkinson, Claibrone, Franklin, Amite, and Warren. 

rrhere still remained the task of extinguishing Indian titles within the 
limits of the Territory. The Choctaw I~dians were eliminated by three trea­
ties: the treaty of Mount Dexter, November 16, 1805; the treaty of Doak's 
Stand, _October 20, 1820; and the treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek, September 
27, 1820. Two treaties, that of Chickasaw Old Fields, September 20, 1816,. 
and that of Pontotoc Creak, October 20, 1832, ridded the s-tate or· the Chick­
asaw Indians. 

On May 14, 1812, the United States formally annexed the coast section 
knwn as.the Mobile District and ended the Span:tsh regime in Mississippi. 

By 1836, 19 years after 1vlississippi became a state, its entire area had 
been c_onverted into. counties; those originating later being formed -by dis­
membering and dividing counties already existing. 

______ ,_ 
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3. GOVh!RNi.:ENrAL ORGANIZATION AND RECORDS SY3TEM 

Missis~ippi is made up of 82 counties. rrhe first two were created in 
April, 1799, and the last one was organized in 19180 The largest coun-t,y, 
Yazoo, contains 905 square u1iles, _and the smallest, Alcorn, contains 386 
square miles" The most populous, Hinds, has 85,212 inhabitants, and the 
least populous, Stone, 5,704. 'rhe population of the state is 2,009,821 of 
which 898,807 are na·Give white and 1,009,718 are negro. :Mississippi is the 
only state in which the number of negroes exceeds the number of whites (Fif­
teenth Census of the u. s., Vol. III, part 1). 

An Agricultural Commonwealth 

Goverrunent in Mississippi has developed to meet the economic and social 
requirements of a rural and agricultural community that has not been mate­
.rially affected by urban and industrial.influences •. E~rly settlers were 
at-tracted by the fertile soil and the equable climate. Their descendants 
have clung tenaciously to the land and to the one-crop economy of cotton 
raising. The state has the largest rural population of any of the states, 
83.1 percent being classed as rural and 67 .7 percent being designated as 
rural-farm. Only 13 cities have a population of n1ore than 10,000 and in 
1930, Jackson, the capital and largest city, had a population of 48,282, 
followed by IvEeridian vvith 31,594 and Vicks:::>urg v:ith 22,943 (.!_bid.). 

Cotton, politics and government have always been important features 
of social and economic life and the records reflect these influences. 

Social Fa·ctors in the Organizatio11 of Counties 

In the creation of counties in Mississippi, as in other states, admin-· 
istrative convenience was frequently considered; but perhaps more weight 
was given to local pride, to the ambitions of a growing center, to the de­
sire of individuals to exerl!ise greater influence in county administration 
and to have their friends and neighbors installed as county officials, to 
some _transi·tory jealousy or antagonism, or to some considerc::.tions having 
to do primarily ·wi·bh the courts. 
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Tradition played an important part in the establishment of counties. 
The first settlers brought with them ideas of government to which they had 
become accu3tomed. Institutions existent in older states were frequently 
and with slight modification transplanted to Ivlississippi. In the 1~.i11ds of 
most people of the time, cour1ty government bulked larger and seemed more 
important than the central government of the state. It was the only govern­
ment with which many persons ever came in contact~ Thus, there are today 
in the county and in the internal organization of the county, survivals of 
institutions which can be traced through the original American colonies back 
to medieval ingland. 

Furthermore, in the early history of Mississippi there was real need 
for the c:ounty. The people lived in separated communities, each with its 
own local needs. A high degree of centralization in govBrnment would at 
that time have been impractical. Roa.ds were poor. Rivers were widely used 
for transport~tion. Communication was difficult and expensive. Judicial 
convenience contributed to the establishment of the county as a fact and a 
tradition. 

Legal Status of the County 

The county in Mis3issippi, as in other commonwealths, is a territorial 
area established by the state gov-ernment for convenience of administration. 
The supre1ne court of Mississippi remarked that "A county is a governmental 
agency, created for local purposes;•~ but the c.ourt added that it is also 
•1f or r.aa:ny purposes, a corporation •• oor at least is c.lothed with corporate 
fur1ctio11s" in relation to certain subjects. {Rainey vs. Hinds County, 78 

.Miss. 313). Thus the county in this, as in other states, is not a municipal 
corporation, it is a quasi-mllnicipal corporation. It cannot be sued, except 
by virtue of a law passed in the legislature (Miss. Code, 1530; sec. 2~4). 
(Report of the Brookings Institution on the Organization and Administration 
of Sta·te and County Governrnent in Mississippi - 1932) • 

. Tha 1890 constitution (sec. 260) stipulates that a new county cannot 
be created unless a majority of the qualified electors of the county or 
counties concerned, voting at a special election, approve of such creation. 
The same section specifies that no county contain less than 400 square miles 
and that no existing county be reduced ·below that size. Thus it appears 
that the legislatur0 cannot abolish a county without the consent of a major­
ity of the electors i~ the area concerned. However, the legislature is not 
prevented frorn changing county boundaries without the consent of the people. 

Functions 

. The principal functions of the county in Mississippi can be classified 
as follows: (1) ad.rninistering the fiscal and business affairs of the county; 
(2) enforcing state laws and decraes; (3) administaring justice; (4) holding 
elections; (5) collecting taxes; (6) maintaining the p0ace; (7) acting as a 
recording agency; (8) administering education; (9) regulr ... tinis health und san­
itation~ (10) ·sup0rvising agricultural work. 



-9-

Governmental Organization and Records System 

Administration of Affairs 

The board of supervisors, given extraordinary powers and duties, admin• 
isters the business and fiscal affairs of the county. This semi-legislaiive 
body has exclusive and absolute disbursing power, may borrow money and issue 
bonds. On it are conferred general authority of organization, supervision 
and control; the power to levy taxes, purchase supplies, care for county 
buildings, and make all contracts for public works. It is given jurisdiction 
over all matters of county police and over•many in the field of county educa­
tion, public health and welfare, agriculture and forestry. As a matter of 
course, the board of supervisors occupies an all-important, p~ternalistic 
position in the political, economic, and social make-up of' the county.· 

The chancery clerk has been delegated a multitude of unallied duties, 
functions and responsibilities which make his office unique in American 
county government. As the business of' conducting the affairs of the coun-
ty has grown in volume and complexity, more and more administrative burdens 
have been ilnposed on the chancery c~ork. Consequently, he has become tho 
most important and influential county official. In general the duties which 
have been conferred upon the chancery clerk, in addition to his functions as 
clerk of the court, are those ofa clerk of the board of supervisors, recorder, 
auditor, clerk of the pension board of inquiry, ·treasurer, and accountant. 

Enforcement of Laws 

Laws are enforced through the district attorneys, the county attorneys, 
by the sheriffs, and by the constables. The coroner and ranger is also a. law 
enforcement officero 

Administration of Justice 

Justice is administered through justice of peace courts, county courts, 
circuit courts, and chancery cour·ts. The justice of peace courts have been 
prominent in county government frorn the tin1e the first counties· were estab­
lished in 1799. Their power and influence have been somowhat decreased in a 
small number of counties where county courts have been created, but they are 
still important in other counties. The county court, having jurisdiction in 
civil suits involving not more than $1,000,.is th0 court of origin of many im­
portant law-suits and prosecutions for serious criminal offensos and is tho 
court of' appeal from city and justic0 courts. Tho circuit court is the court 
of appeal from the inf0rior courts, has jurisdiction in litigation involving 
more than $1,000, and is a court of crllninal prosGcution. The clerk of the 
circuit court is also clerk of the county court. 

The chancery court is assig:pcd cognizance in all cases in equity. 

Eloctions 

The clerk of the circuit court is registrar of elections and keeper of 
election reco:cds. The board of suporvisors is required to call special eloe­
tions when p0titio;.1od to do so by the electorate. 
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Governmental Organization and Record System 

Tax Collection 

Tho sheriff is tho constituted colloctor of real property and personal 
propGrty taxos in Mississippi. 

Maintenance of Peace 

- The sheriff, as else·where, is charged with maintaining the peace in his 
county. Constables, regularly elective county peace officers, while primari­
ly attached to the Justice of the Peace courts, are directed by law to assist 
other proper officials in preserving the peace. The coroner and ranger can be 
classified as a conservator of the peace. 

Recording 

The clerk of the chancery court is the recorder of deeds., deeds of 
trust, mortgages, wills, court proceedings, and a wide variety of other 
documents• 

Education 

The superintendent of education dirocts the county educational program 
as part of the state educational system. 

'I'he Health D0uartm0:nt .. 
Tho county hoalth officer, appointed by the State Board of Health, but 

paid by tho county, regulates health and sanitation work in the county. 

Agricultural Program 

1.'he agricultural demonstration agent su1Jervises local agricultural ac­
tivities under the control of the Extension Depart1nent of I\dississippi State 
College. The county agent of home economics, working under the direction of 
the county agricultural demonstration agent, carries on home demontration 
work in the countyo As prescribed by law this office is filled by a woman. 

No·standard Records System 

Vfith respect to establishing a system of accounting and reporting there 
has been little advancement made in Mississii)pi since the first laws v1er0 
drafted in 1799 under the direction ·of Territorial Governor SarLent. Tn this 
instrument the recorder was directed to 11 provide ~)archrnent or sood, lar[e 
books of royal or other large paper, VF~ll bound and covered, -r.vherein he shall 
record in a fair o.nd legible hand all deeds and conveyances. 11 

For the wost part the Missi ssi_ppi Code of 1930 does not go much further 
than this as it merely specifies that officers shaJ.l keep " 1:1ell bound books 
properly indexed." 
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Housing, Care, and Accessibility of Records 

The only st&.ndardized forms prepared and distributed by a state officer 
are the land rolls issued by the secretary of state. It is true that tho 
MississipJi Code of 1930, sec. 104 states that the state aduitor· of public 
accounts shall provide tax assessment blanks and that he shall furnish s-cand­
u.rd forms for his accounts with the tax collectors. However this regulation 
is not complied with and standardized forms are not used by more than 50 per­
cent of the tax collecting officials of the State. 

The state organization of chancery clerks has made some effort to stand­
ardize their own forms but this movement has not 1Jrogressed much beyond the 
discussion stage. 

iJVhatever progress has been mad~ to preserve records and prevent e.nd eli­
minate separation, .duplication, and overlapping of records has been the re­
sult of the i:ndividual initia.tivQ and ability of the county officers them­
selves. 

4. HOUSING, CARE, A:MD ACGEJ3IBILITY OF 1tl'GCORDS 

The Amite County cqurthouse in Liberty~ built in 1840, is no-t large 
enough to house all county officers and their records although C~ifA and ~,iff>A 
work Projects, still unfurnished, will enla:rge and improve tho building's 
facili-tieso Tho improvements calling for tho addition of' 22 foot to each 
end of the courthouse will make th0 structure measure 90' x 60' x 30'. How­
e·ver, office space will not be iJrov:Lcled for the county agricultural demons­
tration agent or for the county agent of home economics both of whom 1-.i.ave 
rented offices in the 1viasonic Temple buildingo 11he county jail is also uti­
lized for office and storage space. 'rhe tax assessor n1aintains his office 
in this building and. retired records, in general 1)oor condition, are kept in 
it. The substantial .. old courthouse is .80 -oercent fireproof and has ty,ro fire-; . 
proof· vaults, one being used by the chancery clerk and the other being shared 
by both tha sheriff and the circuit clerko The county jail is of brick and 
wo.od construction and is greatly inferior t.o the courtho 1_.ise erected 67 years 
before. 

Lighting and ventilation are inadequcite ;n both the jail a:nd the court­
houseo 

Approximately 4-0 percent of tho chancery cl0rk's current records ar0 
stored in his virori( office and the rema:incler are kept in the -;raul t. Rotirod 
records arc do~ositod about eque.lly in t·wo rooms in tho jail but constitute 
011_ly about ui2-;i'1t 1)orcont of th6 total a.rnount of tho chancory clork' s records. 
Tho sheriff and txH:; circuit clork also place their retired r~c·ords h0r·0. 

Equipment for stor2_ge of records in the chancery clerk 1 s -:.vork office 
consists of 373 linear feet of steel roller shelves and 272 filing boxeso 
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Housing, Care, and Accessibility of Records 

The office is too c1~ov1ded to permit expansion of filing equipment without 
creating congestion and confusion. The vault is filled but is not unduly 
crowdedo It has .500 linear feet of steel roller shelves and 268 filing 
boxes, and while additional filing equipn1ent could not be easily added, a 
few more records could be stored in here without crowding. 

If necessary, unimportant records could be moved from the vault and 
office of the chancery clerk and stored in the two offices in the county 
jail~ as these offices contain 170 linear feet of wooden shelving that is 
not ·in useo The circuit clerk has about ten percent of his records in these 
offices, the sheriff slightly more. 

The circuit clerk keeps enly his current records in his work office, 
the remainder of his active records bei11g in the vault he shares 'f.tvith the 
sheriff o Retired records are placed in the jailo Equipment in the office 
consists of 20 linear feet of vi1ooden shelves built against the wall and 56 
file boxes. The room is not crowded. but it offers no space for an increase 
in equipment or for rnany additional records. 

The vault shared by the circuit clerk and the sheriff contains 187 lin­
ear feet of steel roller shelves, 140 feet of wooden shelves against the walls 
and 56 file boxeso Approximately 70 percent of the circuit clerk's records 
are kept here, and approxi ma tel y 80 percent of the sheriff's o The roorn is 
large enough but needs more shelves, which could be placed under the work table 
in the center of the room. An alternative would be to remove the -table and 
erect a t.ier of shelves in the space it· :now occupies. 

Only a small percentage of the records of the sheriff and tajt: collector 
is in his 1.ivork off·ice. 1rhe room has only 30 li11ear feet of shelves, steel 
roller type, for records~ and no more are neededo 1'he room is not crowded, 
needs no additional equipment~ for the records, and could co11tain more re­
cords if necessary. 

All records of th6 tax assessor are kept in his temporary quarters in 
the county jail on 16 linear feet of shelves and 24 filing boxeso rrhe office 
has ample space for the accommodation of this officer who has few permanent 
records. On completion of the extensions of the courthouse, the tax assessor 
will move into a room on its west end. 

The superintendent of education has only ono office at present, but 
another is almost con1plete, though unfurnishedo 1rhis office has 36 linear 
feet of built-in shol ves and a :numbor of file boxes, 8-!-nplo 0quiprn011t for 
his records. The----problem of this officer has been -to accommodate the L'B.ny 
visitors, not storage of records, and upon completion of his nevv office, h~ 
vrill need neither space nor filing equi_pmento 

The county agricultural demonstration agent and the county agent of 
home econo1ilics keep fev:r records; so the 36 -·linear feet of v1oodeh shelves in 
their office in the Masonic Templ~ building are adequateo Possibly additional 
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List of Abbreviatio11s and .Explanatory Notes 

space could be used by the county agricultural demonstration agent 'iifho has 
many callers, but his problem is like that of the county superintendent of 
education, one of accommodation of visitors and not one of record shortage. 

The justices of the peace and the coroner and ranger keep their current 
records in their homes or in the offices they rent and give them fairly good 
treatment. Retired records of the justices of the peace are kept by the cir• 
cuit clerk. 

5 • LIS 1r OF ABBREVIATIONS AND EXPLANATORY NOTES 

Explanatory Notes 

In this inventory the entries have been grouped under subject headings 
in the· order of importance of ·the records to their office and to related mat­
ters. However, in arranging the records of the courts, this procedure was 
not· followedo Here they are grouped so that the case records are followed 
through from their original filing to their consummation. 

Insofar as possible, records have been listed under the office of their 
origin. 

·Nhere contents of certain entries are duplicated or similar records are 
f ou:nd in other entries, cross references are made under these subject head­
ings as follows: "see entry (number of entry)"• 

~Vhenever records have a numberad or lettered arrangement, it is desig• 
natod on th0 first line of the entry. 

Since measur0ments of racords are always given in inches, the symbol 
for inches is omitted. Tho dimensions for volumes and bundles are giv0n in 
sequGnce of he~6ht, width~ and thickness; for file. cases, and all other con­
tain0rs, in sequonco of height, width, and dapth. 

Unless ot,herwise specified in the introductions to the offices or in 
the individual entries_, it· is to be assumed that the records ate deposited 
in the county courthouse--. 

The condition of the records is assumed to be good unless otherwise 
stated. 

All population figures are taken from reports of the United States 
Census Bureau. 
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List of Abbreviations and Explanatory Notes 

alph. 
8.j_:>prOXo 
arro 
art o ~ arts. 
cho clerk 
chapto 
c.i:1ron o 

ciro 
Const a 

hdw. 
ibid • 
... ..-......-uc 

Misso 
Mo To 
no e !j nos O 

J a r o 

Po, })_;_Jo 

;?td. 
S0Co, secs. 
dupt o of Eclo 
Survey 
'CW-f)o 
volo, volso 

Abbreviations 

alphabetical, al_ph8.betically 
a;;proximately 
arranged 
article, articles 
chancery clerk 
chapter 
chronologically 
circuit 
Constitution 
handwritten 
Ibidem (the same as preceding) 
!viississippi 
Mississi~pi Territory 
nun1ber, numbers 
Justice of the Peace 
page, pages 
printed 
section, sections 
Superintendent of Education 
Historical Records burvey 
tovmshi-o ... 
volurae, volumes 
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I. BOARD OF SUF-'H!RVISQRS 

The county administrative body today in 1\/Iississippi is a five-member 
board of supervisors (Miss. Code, 1930; S·::Co 195). This board, hct.ving 
many mandatory and discretionary po~-;ers and duties, wc~s established by 
the constitution of 1869 (art. VI, sec. 20), to replace a board of police 
created by the constitution of 1832 (art. IV, seco 20) o From 1799 to 
1807 the court of general quarter sessions and thG court of common ~)leas, 
both_ county courts, shared county governing responsibilities {Sargent's Code 
17,99; various la\"✓ S in original holographic edition, Department of Archives 
and History, Jackson, Mis~.). A legislative act of February 10, 1807 es­
tablished a single county court and gave it t_he administrative duties that 
had been discharged by the quarter sessions and common pleas court (Turner's 
Digest, 1816, p. 131, part l, sec. XI). 

This court, consisting of five justices of the peuce and of tl~ quorum, 
appointed in each county by the governor to serve during good behavior, was 
authorized to levy taxes, disburse county funds, appoint superintendents of 
elections, supply clerks' offices with necessary equipment, and provide for 
the erection of courthouses and jails. It was empowered to luy out prison 
boundaries ancl it was given supervision of' roads, ferries and bridges. 
Tavern keepers and sellers of spirituous liquors were r~quired to obtain 
their licenses from the court (ibid.), (See County Court.). 

The constitution adopted in 18.17 1Jthen Mississippi Territory became a 
state, made no specific provision for the county court hut it did stipulate 
that the legislature could establish such inferior courts of law and equity 
as it deemed necessary {Constitution or 1817; arto V, sec. 1). The county 
courts continued to function as legal and administrative bodies through 
direct legislation. In 1821 a board of road coum1issioners composed of five 
members appointed by the county court and presided over by the chief justice 
of the county court, YJas established in each county and given the pOli'fers of 
the county court in building and maintaining roads, highways, bridges, and 
ferries (Lai.7s of lVliss., 1821.; p. 37). 

The constitution of" 1832 abolisheo.·county courts and delegated their 
administrative duties to a county board of police. Their legal jurisdic­
tion vras conferri:::d on the justice of peace courts, on the circuit court, 
and a court of probate (Constitution of 1832, arte IV, secs. 1-13, 16, 18, 
20). To this board composed of five members, one from each district or 
beat in the county, were given the additional duties of calling special 
elections and filling vucancies in county offices. The constitution fur­
ther specified that the individual. members of the board of police act as 
cons0rv[:i.tors of the peace, a duty 1,vhich had been incumbent upon the jus­
tices of the previous county courts. 

In 1869 the name of this five-member body yra.s changed to board of super­
visors and the term of office -i:rds fixed at t,10 years (Constitution of 1869; 
ch?,pt. 60, secs. 2129-2184). This board_ has been charged wi~h the po 1:1er and 
authority to ad.minister all business and fiscal affairs of the county. In 
general in their respoctive counties the boards have full jurisdiction over 
roads, fj3rries, and bridges (except on st2.te highv1ays), and all other mat­
ters of county police. They have ~urisdiction over the subject of ps.upers; 



o.: SupsrviGors, Proceedings (1-2) 
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ject -t.o sti:."te ta.x8s ior tL.e ti:-~10 ;;ein_~.,;) not exceedin~~; tl'1e li1;1i-bs tl~at may 
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sl1all ·:)e conferred upon -chem -,y la·~;r (Miss. Code) 1930; sec o 214). 

The ·:)oSt.rds -:nay est&'Jlis11. county hoart.ls of agricul tu:ce j hom8 econoraics, 
i..7.nd lf eal tll ~ ·.)orro·{1 mol'iey in :-..ny one ye·a .. r up to $100,000 in coul1.-ties -v1here 
th0 population 0xceed£:1 30,000 and up to $85,000 in cou11tias where the popu­
lation is less than 30,.000 ai.1cl levy a special _tax to pay the loan; insure 
public proparty and employ some one to safeguard it; call a S_L.)eci.:.tl elec­
tion to decide any issue affecting the entire county '::Then petitioned to do 
so ~)Y 25 percent oi' the county's (.i.ualif'ied electors; uu9ervise pu:;lic vrorks, 
and contract with a physician to provide medical c~ra for prisonerso In 
addition many other duties have been alloted to this board (Miss. Code, 1930, 
see Board of Supervisors, sec. 195-311). 

The ter111s of the memoers of the board of ·supervisors were increased to 
four years by the constitution of 1890_· (sec. 102), ·.Jut in otl-1er respects 
tl1is constitution did not change the orgs.nization of the boc..rdo Iviem1:.,ers 
receive co1npensation ·bo.sed on fe0s paid for d~ys spent in meeting: and in 
the discharge of _their c~u-'cies (Miss. Code, 1930~ s,sco 6504) o By provision 
of the constitutions of 1869 (art~ VI, seco 20) ~nd 1890 (sec. 170), the 
clerk of thG chancery court acts as clerk of t11.e ;:ioarc.L of supervisors. In 
t~~is capacity he keeps ~11 re cords i)elonging -to the board a.nd issues "'~1ur­
rants against the county for accounts a.llo\'ted by the board. 

The board of supervisors was es-tD.blishecl in .1i..r.:1ite County in 1869 c...s 
provided for by the constitution of th::tt ye·a.r, to tb_ke tiie pl;.;.ce of the 
board of police 1:;..nc hao functioned continuously since t~i.at tir110. Prior 
to 1869 the fiscal and r)usi nE::ss affa·i rs oi" t~·1e county vier,a administared 
by the. county court (1809-1832), by the county board of road corr.mission­
ers (1821~1832), ~nd by the boari of pol~ce (1832-1869). 

Proceadings 

1. POLICE RECOrw8, .1833-780 6 vols. (1, 1-5)0 
Record of rr1inutes and orders of the county -::>o~.-..rd of police, co11taining cora-

l I ~ .r' 1 • I •t • • I I f"I , I p e·ce recora. o..!. c_ai:ns, pe-ci ions, i;~.i.)poin""Gme.::rc or ro<..:.a o\rerseers, cou1Tcy 
...Lt ' - I • f I • • , • ' ,-. ,-, • • 1 d . . .l. ' • m- n,,. ..... .. ,rou--·---- ;- ~ o•.-.,-., --·-~c 1J-o···ru ...,..,,1,, -·•.:::,·-Jo•""···-v o··· ·t--•-1 ~1c-..1.··· a n 7 ··,- 01 .. ,,. ...... ,-1 ... re ct u o J. b ~ l_:,.!. l v u v _ .!. -.:; u , 1~ : ct. · a_ u ! "'.:. 1 :., .:.:> .L ... .l.J. c.) .. _. c.... , ... J.....L ..., v - u. .., .., , 

1:u1G. judici&l matters. Chroti. arr. No index. 1-1d1:i. 375 pp. l8 x 12 x 2 .• 
5 vols.} 1833-64, couuty jail; 1 vol., 1865-75, c}:. clerk's vault. 

2 •. Idil·JUT~S OF TEE ·3o;~RD Oii' SUP.J.:RVISOI{S~ lb77--• 16 volso (3, 5, 
6-19). 1886--91;., ~aissing. 1870-78, in Police RGcords, rsntry 1. 

Record o:f monthly 111eet-i .ugs of boa.rd of supervisors, including a.rnoun~cs 
paid county officars, roc::.ci a11d uridge v1orkj supplies foi."' courtiious~, re-

t .... J. "~· 1 . . '- ..1..· • -- ..... • 1 d po r s o 1 co u.n v y o 111.c er s, c <-=. 1.ins 2..6ains-ti L,.::1e c oun""Gy ~ a11e:. i in, __ nc 1.a. Cin 
-1- 1 tt ~ • I • f 1 , , 

0 

('1' • "r • ~ gov0rnmen:..,G.. ::::1a. ers :Jrougrrc be ore -cne ooctrd. v:1ron. &rr o i\io inc.ex. 
Hdi.7. Li-ld typed.a 600 pp. 18 X 12 X 3o Ch. clerk's offics. 
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Board of clupervisors, Claims (3-9) 

3. PROCE~DING.3 OF BOARD OF SUPERVIjQRS, 18779!8-• 270 file boxes. 
Original documents and papers of the board of supervisors, 1ncludintS peti­
tions for construction of schools, roads, and bridges, claims against the 
county for service rendered, invoices, and clerk's reports. Chrono filed. 
No indexo Hdw. and ty.ped. 4 x 4 x 19._ Ch. clerk"s vault. 

Claims 

4. SUPERVISORS DOCI(E1r, 1886-94. 2 vols. (3,,. 4) • 
Record of claims allowed by board of supervisors; showing no. of claim, and 
order of board of supervisors approving amount and purpose of allowance. 
Chron. arr. No indexo Hdw. 600 ppo 18 x 14 x 3. Ch. clerk's vault-. 

5 • CLliihl DOCKE'r, 1886--. 19 vol~ • {3, 5, 17 unr~uinere-d) • 
Record of accounts and claims again~t the county for na.terials, services, 
and damages, showing claim noo, claimant's name, description of claim, amount, 
and disposition by board of supervisors. Chron. arr. No index. HdiiVo and 
typed on ptd. form. 600 PP• 18 x 12 x 3. 6 vol~., 1886-1918, county jail; 
13 vols., 1919~-, ch. clerk's vault. 

Warrants 

. 6. BUDGE·r AND \VARRA~yrr REGISTER, 1872-192~. , .. 6 vols o (~,--- g, 4~6.,--1 µ-n-
nurnbered). 1879~1906, missing. Succeeded by following entry~­

Register of warrants· issued by clerk of the ~oard of supervisors in payment 
of county obligations, showing claim no., warrant no., date, payee, fund, 
purpos~~ debit, credit, tota~ •. Alph. indexed by name of fund. Hdw. and 
typed on ptd. for~. 648 PP• 18 x _14 x 3. 2 vols., 1872-1916, county jail; 
4 vols., 1917-28;. ch. clerk's vault., 

7 RE ~r·-.•r"':1T"I Qi!'.f' .. ,TADD r-. l,r-n.., /\ -·Tn nr·~,-.,uR '''71'11,rr;t~Trll"'I 1°2° 8 1 • u u .r1n J.. -iv. ~ ... 1\J lu Al'i • u.b .i. 0.t!.iJ.V.11!,.1;~,1.1.u , 1 1 ~~. vo s • .. 
Detailed record of' warrants drawn on all county fund~,, showing date,. name 
of payee, purpos~, warrant nq~., amount, office or bureau. Chron •. arr. No 
indeJS• Hdw •. on p-td. for.m. 300 PP• 38 x 18 x 3•. 4 vols .• , 1929-33, ch •. 
clerk'-s vault, 4 vols~, 1934~, ch. clerk's offic~. 

8. GE1'1ERAL FUND WARRANTS, 1858-,-. 103 vols. 99 vols .• stubs, 4 vols.• 
carbon copies_~- · 

Stubs and carbon copiea of general fund warrants issued in payment of all 
classes of county obligations, showing no. of warrant, date:i name of :payee, 
amount, purpose, claim or certificate no., clerk's signature.~ 1858-1932,. 
chron. arr.; 1933~, numerically arro by warrant no. No indexa 1858-1932, 
hdw. on ptd. forn1; 1933~-, typed on ptd. forn1. 400 PP• 18 x 12 x 2. 99 vols .• -, 
1858~1932, c-ounty jail; 4 vols., 1933-, ch. cle.rk's vault •. 

9. BRIDGE AND ROAD '{!ARRP~N=-rs, 1932-.-•. 3 vols,. 
Carbon copies of warrants issued in payment of maintenance and construction 
costs of roads and bridges, sho1Ning no., date; payee, claim no.~ purpose, 
amount, volo and page reference. Ghron •. arr. No indexo. Hdw. and typed on 
pt~. form •. l25 PP.• 16 X l4 X ~- en. clerk's office, •. 



Board of 3upervis ors, Bonds . (10-16} 

10. PENSION FUND 'NARRANrS, 1932--. 4 vols. 
Duplicate copies of warrants issued in payment of° pensions to Confederate 
soldiers, their vvidovvs or servants, showing warran~ no~,. amount,_ .,date, payee, 
fund, certificate no~, receipt,,· -signature of· clerk. · Chron. arr. , No index·. 
Hdw.· .and -typed on ptde form. 150 pp .. 14 x 14 x 3/4. Cho clerk's office. 

llo SCHOOL WARRANTS, 1928--~. 24 vols. .. 
~tubs of warrants issued to teachers and for other. school expenses 1 shovving · 
no. of warrant, name of school, date, payee, certificate no., amount, pur­
pose, payee's signature. Chron. arr. ·No index. ·Hdw. and typed on ptd. · 
form. 150 PP• 14 x 14 x 3/4. Ch. clerk's office. 

12. CANCELLillD ~NARRAl--.trrS, 1877--.. 29 file boxes. 
Cancelled school; bridge, road, pension, and general fund warrants returned 
to .clerk by the depositories, showi~g no. of warrant, date, amount·, payee, 
purpose, date ·cancelled. Numerically fil~d by- warrant no. No index. Hdw. 
and typed on ptd. forn10 14 ·x 5 x 18. Ch. clerk's vault• 

Bonds 

13. OFFICIAL BOND RECORD, 1872-. 2· vols. {1,·. 2)-. 
Record of official bonds of county officers, showing names of principal and 
Sl;lreties, amount of liability, term .of office, narne of officer, signatures. 
of principal and sureties, approval .. of president of board of supervisors. 
Alph. indexed by name of offic.er. Hdw. and typed.; 600 ppo 18 x 12 x 3. 
Ch. clBrk's office. 

14. BOND REGI3'IIT:R, 1917--. ·2 vols •. 
Registration of bonds issued by the county for roe.ds, schools, and public 
buildings, showing total issue, date, no. of bond, purchaser, maturity, 
estimated valuation, rate of interest, denomination of bond, vol. and page 
no. of reference to minutes, record of coUQOns paid, amount, date redeemed 
and cancelled, to whom transferred. .Alph. arr. by name of bond issue. No 
indexo Hdwa and typed qn ptd.· form. 150 PP• 16 x 12 x 1 and 200 PP• 16 x 
18 x l½., Ch. clerk's office. 

15. CANC~LLED BONDS AND Il\J1TSRI£S·r COUPONS, 1917.;_. 7 file boxes. 
Redeemed and cancelled bonds and int eres-t coupons of various county bond 
issues. Chron. filed by name of bond issue. No index. Ftd. 14 x 5 x 18. 
Ch. clerk's vault. 

Hoc:td Overseers' Co_mrnission 

16 Ro-1'-D o\r.,n·.:'.',-To~ 1 cor.r.lfr•·• .,I'""N,.., 1°01 1 vol.· • ~ V .:.!J.L\IJ i:J.£!.i.£1.>J .Mlv.1. ;:, i:J l...•.J: u , / o 

Record of appointment and notification to road overseers, showing date, 
name of overseer, address, description of territory, road specifications, 
clerk's signature. Chron arr. No indexo Hdw. on ptd. for111. 150 PP• 14 x 
10 x lo County jail. 



I-I •.. RECORD.ER (Duties Discharged by the Chancery Clerk) {17) 

The office of recorder was first established on February 28, 1799 by 
'rerrit orial Governor_ .W'inthrop Sargent and Judges Peter Bryan· Bruin and Daniel. 
Tilt on (Sargent's Code, 1799; original holograph; A Law Respecting sheriffs, · 
coroners, recorc;lers ,- and· treasurers).. ·-His duties ·were described _as follows: 
"the recorder•·• •.•• oat his own proper costs and charges shall provide pcl.rch-· .. 
ment or good -large books of .royal or· other large paper, well bound and -covered; 
wherein he shall record in a fair and legible hand, all deeds and conveyances 
which.shall be brought to him for that purpose, according to the true intent 
and meaning of this law0 • 

. The same law set the recorder's·-fees at:- "twenty cents per sheet of.one 
hundred words for recording mortgages, and the like fees for recording all 
o·ther deeds and instruments in writing.; and for copies of all records and 
deeds, per sheet, sixteen cents". 

By act of March 4, 1803, the clerk of the co"un-ty court {court of quarter 
sessions)' was made register of deeds and conveyances (Toulmin.'s ·Code, 1807, 
chapt e -.XXVIII, secs. 9-12, and 15) .-.. At the. same time,. since he \rms register 
of the orphans• court (ibid., chapt.-XXXIV, _sec ... 23)., he was designated and 
admonished to keep, preserve, ~nd record all records ·of the orphans' court 
{ wills-, let·ters testamentary and of adminisJr;ration, accounts, inventories, 
etc.) separate and distinct from the· records of the county courto In this 
manner the clerk of the cour~y court became the recorder in 1803, and he 
continued as such until 1832. 

At this time the constitution established county courts of _probate with 
.the electiv.e office of clerk of probate, (Constitution of 1832, art .-_IV, . 
secs·., .. 18, 19) •. Both the recording and judicial duties of the clerk of the 
county court· vvere given to the probate clerk (Laws of. Misse1, 1833; p. 505, 
sec. 2). 

In 1869 the prob~te courts were super$edecl by chancery courts .and the 
duties of the clerk of -the probate court were given to the clerk of the chan­
·cery court -{Constitution of 1869; art. VI, sec. l.6) •. No changes have been 
made _in this arrangernent .and at the present time all duties of the recorder 
are discharged by the chancery clerk. 

The office of recorder has been maintained in Amite County since 1809 
subject to all the changes and modifications in its name and functions• .< The 
chance!9y clerk is, and has been si1:1ce 1869, the recorder;. the duties, of this 
office being among the n:iany that have been delegated to this functionary •. 

17 • ORIGINAL LAND El-Jr RY, 1807-71. 3 vols • .( 1-3)" · 
Register of certificates granted ·in pursuance· of lav-v to purchasers of public 
lands, showing authorized changes of entry, date of certificate, no., _by 
who1n purchased, quantity, rate· per acre, -amount of purchase money. Chron. -..... 
arr •.. No .index •. -·· Hdvv •. on ptd •. form •. 50 pp. 18 x 12 x ~- . Ch. cl~rk's' vault •. 
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Recorder, Abstrqcts (18-25) -

Jl.bstracts 

18. ABSTRACTS, 1816-1901.- 2 vols. (1, 4). 
Abstracts of title to land transfers, showing quarter sec., twp., range, 
gra11tor, grantee, description of land, nature of instrument, date filed, date 
recorded, vol. and.-p3.6e of reference to conveyance record. Seco arre No in~ 
dex. Hdw.. 750 ·PP• 18 x 14 x 3. County jail. 

19. ABSTRACT OF TITLE OF SCHOOL LANDS, 1809--. 1 ·vol. 
Abstracts of title and leases to 16th section school lands, showing volo and 
page· of reference to deed record, da·~e of instrun1ent, grant or, grantee, nature 
of i~strwnent, consideration, description of land, code authorizatio11\ plat, 
abstra~t of title. Chron. arr. No indexQ Hd~Na 201 pp. 18 x 14 x 12 • Ch. 
clerk's office. 

Deeds 

200 CONV~YANCE FL~CORDS, 181O--o_ 76 vols. ( l.;_76). 
Record of land sales and transfers: in ·the county, containing date of record ... 
ing, verbatim copy of instru.n1ent of conveyance and acknowl0dgement. Hdv,r. and 
typed. 650 PP• ·18 x 12 x 3 • Ch •. clerk 1 s vau1t. 

21. G~i>EHAL INDEX TO RII;CORD OF C01~·vEYANCES, 1811--. 8 ·vols. { 1-8) • 
Direct and reverse index to record of convGy-"ances, showing grantor, grantee, 
nature of ins·trwnent, date and hour of filing, vol. and page of reference to 
convey-c:!.nce record. Alph. indexed by r.ia.1nes of [~rantor and grantee. Hdw. on 
ptd. form. 600 PP• 18 x.12 x 3.· Ch.,clerk's vault. 

22. SECTIONAL INDEX TO RSflCORD OF C ONv.SYANCJ!S, 1810--. 13 vols. ( 1-13) • 
Sectional index to convey-ances, showing quarter sec., t1.,vp., range, grant or, 
grantee, division of quarter sec., nature of ins·£rument, da-te of filing, date 
of recording, vol. and ~ge of referenca to conveyance record. Sectionally 
indexed. Hdw. and typed on ptd. form. 600 pp. 18 x 12 x 3. Ch. -clerk's 
Vd.ult. 

23. G~NJ!RAL Il-IDSX TO RECORD3 OF LAND AND CP~T'I'~-:L MORTGAGES AND DIC.SD3 OF 
TRUST', 1906-. 6 ··vols. ( 1-3, 3-5) • 

Direct and reverse index to mortga6es and doeds of trust on land and personal 
property, showing grant or, grantee, nature of instruruent, date filed, date re­
corded, date canc.elled, by 1:7horn, clerk's attestationo Alph. indaxed by i1ames 
of granter and 3ranteeo ·Hchv. on ptd. form. 600 pp. 16 x 15 x 3. Ch" clerk's 
office • 

. 24. LAND i~IORTGAG~ ~GORD, 1906--. 45 vols. (1-43, lA, 7A) • 
Record of mortJages and dq0ds of trust 011 real estate, shov1ing-state, county, 
date, nar.aes of mortgagor and mortgagee~ considaration, description of property, 
t er.ms and conditions of contract, a.cknowled.gemant. Hdw. and typed. 600 PP• 
18 x 12. x 3. Ch. clerk's offica. 

25. CHATTEL DEED RECORD, 1870--. 112 vols. (10-15, 1-96, 1A-6A, la~ 3a, 
4a~ 6a). 

Rec orJ. of .ill Ort gages and de eds of trust on personal property, s hawing county, 
state, mortgagor, mortgagee, nu.me of truste3 or beneficiary, consideration, 
terms, conditions, acknov~ledgemont_. Hdw.· and typ,ad., and hdv:T. and typad on ptd. 
form. 600 PP• 18 x 12 x 3. 55 vols., 1870-1920, county jail; 53 vols., 1·921.;..-, 
ch. clerk's office. 
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Recorder, Homesteads ( 26-32) 

Homesteads 

26. HOME3~AD RECORD, 1893-o l vol. 
Record of homestead declarations, showing nam0 of person making declaration, 
description of land, acknowledgement, and certification of record by chancery 
clerk. Alph. indexed by name of homesteader. Hdw. on ptd. form •.. 579 pp. 18 
x 12 x 2½. Ch. clerk-1s office. 

Leases 

27. RECORD OF OIL AND GAS LEASES, 1920--•. 4 vols. (1-3, 61) e 

Record of leases for oil, gas,.and mineral rights, containing verbatim copy 
of instrument or l0ase, acknowledgement, and date of filing.· Hdvv. and typed. 
566 PP• 18 x 12 x 3. • Ch. clerk's vault •. 

28. INDEX TO RECORD OF OIL, MINERAL AND GAS L~ASE~, 1920--. l vol. 
Direct and reverse ind0x to record of oil, mineral, and gas leas0s, showing 
names of granter and grantee, date of instrument, date and hour of filing, 
vol. and page of reference ·to record of leases o Alph" indexed by names of 
granter and grante~. Hdw, · on ptd .• form. 250 PP• 16 x. 12 x l½. County jail. 

Land Sales and Redemptions 

29. RECORD OF LAND SOLD TO STitrE AND INDIVIDUALS FOR TAXE3, 1812-.... 
11 vols. 

List of lands sold for delinquent taxes, showing to whom assessed, to whom 
sold, description of land, statement of fees, total tax and costs, damages, 
commissions. Alph. indexed by name of owner. Hdwo and typed on ptd. form. 
300 pp •. 30 x 18 x 2. Ch. clerk's vaul~. 

30.. QUARTERLY REPORT OF LANDS RJ~DE.EMED, 1931'""!-. 1 vol. 
Copy of clerk's report to board of supervisors covering redemption of lands 
previously sold for taxes, showing date of :1ale, date of report, name of owner, 
description, valuation, state tax, damages, total, and fees collected. Chron. 
arr.• No index. Hd-;;,r. on ptd. form. 300 ppo 10 x 14 x 2e Cho clerk's vault. 

31.. REIEA3E FROM DELINQUENI' TAX SALES, 1932--. 4 vols. · 
Carbon copies of receipts for i:ayment of taxes against previously forfeited 
lands and release from tax sale, showing years of taxes assessed, receipt 
from clerk for i:;ayment, · description of land, itemized stateme.nt of taxes and 
cost. Chron. arro No index. Hdw. -on ptd. form. 300 PP• 18 x 12 x 4o Ch. 
clerk's vault. 

Discharge Record 

32. RECORD OF SOLDIERS' HONORABLE DISCHARGE, 1918-. 1 vol. 
Enlistment, service, and ho~orable discharge records of men enlisted in u. s. 
military service during the Norld War, showing name, registration no., company, 
regiment, place of birth, age at enlistment, personal description and history, 
signs.ture of comrnanding officer, enlistme:nt and service record.: Alph. indexed 
by name of veteran. Typed on ptd. ··form. 730 PP• 18 x 12 x 3o Ch •. clerk's· 
office. 
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Clerk of the Chancery Court, Newspapers and Maps (33-38) 

Newspapers and Maps 

33. TfE sourH8RN HERALD, 1880--. 43 vols. 
Weekly publication of the official organ of the county contair1ing legal notices 
and advertisements as required by law to be kept as a permanent record. Chron. 
arr. No indexo Ptdo 39 vols., 1880-1931, county jail; 4 volso, 1932-.:.., ch. 
clerk• s vault. 

34 •. TOWN3HIP PLAT BOOK, 1900. 1 vol. 
Plat. book containing 21 land tenure maps of the political subdivisions of Amite 
County, showing sec., twp., range, and owner's name. Author and publisher un­
known. Ftd. o Scales vary o 21 pp. 16 x 16 x ½. Ch. clerk's vault. 

Miscellaneous 

35. INSURANCE C_ERTIFICAT.H~S, 1908--. 1 file boxo 
Copies of charters and financial statements of insurance companies authorized 
by th~ insurance corrunissionor to transact business in the county. Chron.. filed. 
No index. Hdwe on ptd. for1no 10·~ x 4~ x 12. Ch. clerk1 s vault. 

36. RECORD OF MARKS AND BRAND~3, 1873----. 1 vol. 
Record of individual owners' marks and brands on livestock, showing name, date, 
twp., description of brand, clerk's attestation. Chrono arro No indexo Hdw-. 
on ptd. f orrno 150 pp o 14 x 10 x 1. Ch. clerk's office o 

37. RECORD OF A33IGNM£NT3 AND CHARTERS, 1930..;.-o 1 vol. 
Re.cord of corporation assignments, contracts~ charters, and amendments to char­
ters~ showing name of corporation, address 1 names and addresGes of inco:rpora­
tors, names and addresses of directors, and trustees~ nature of corporation, 
brief history of purpose, amount of capital stock, classes thereof, par value 
per share, noo shares of each class necessary to be subscribed and paid for 
before corporation shall commence business, duration of c.harter'.1 signatures 
of prasident and secretary of corporation, date of recording, attestation of 
chancery clerko Alph. indexed by name of corporationo 1I1ypedo 500 PPo 18 x 
12 x 2. Cho clerk's office. 

38. INDEX TO FEDERAL LIEN TAX AND NOTIC.1:3 AND CERTIFICATE3 OF DTSCHARGE, 
1930--. 1 vol. 

Index to record of Federal Lien Tax, showing nam.e of taxpayer, 
address, collector, serial no .. 9 date of filing, amount of tax, 
icate of discharge, date. Alph. indexed by name of taxpayer. 
form.. 390 pp, 18 x 12 x 2. Ch. clerk's .office. 

post office 
penalty, certif­
Hd'::v o on ptdo 

III. CLERK OF THE CHANCERY COUR'r (Duties Discharged by -the Chancery· Clerk) 

The identity of the clerk of the chancery court as such, has been ob­
scured by the many duties and functions that have been heaped upon him 
through more than a century of county governn1ental development. The term 
''chancery clerk·1f is applied to this functionary as the holder of a plethora 
oi offices and it is synonymous with recorder, auditor, treasurer 9 clerk of 
the board of suparvisors, clerk of the µ3nsion board of inquiry, and clerk 
in effect, of the county superintendent of e'4ucation. 
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Clerk of the Chancary Court 

Tho clerks of the Territorial suprem0 court and of the superior court of 
the district of iflashi\igton iJITere the first clerks of the chancery court._, By the 
act of February 10, 1807 the legislaturG empowered th0se courts to act as courts 
of chancery and gav0 the cl0rks of theso courts the duties of ka0ping rolls,rec­
ords, ~nd proceedings of the chancery court separate from the proceedings in 
law in the other courts Croulmin's Digest, 1807; chapt •. II, secso 43-48) o 

The act of December 22, 1809 transferred this judicial po~~ver to the supe9'.'.' 
rior courts of lavv and equity ·which name had been given to circuit courts pre­
viously established in each county. 'rhe clerks of the circuit cour·!;s were re~ 
quired to ·transfer all their records to the clerks of the superior courts of law 
and equity (Turner's Digest, 1816; pp. 178 .. 179., artso 116-118, secs. I, II, V) •. 

On November 27, 1821, using the power granted it by the constitution of 
1817 (art. V,. secs o 4, 6), the legislature established a separate court of 
chancery for the state and divide~ the state into two districts, eastern and 
western. A cler·k _vrds provided for in each district, to be appointed by the 
·chanc.ellor (Poinde.x.ter-s Code, 1824; chapt. XIII, secs. 1, 2), and he was given 
the power to appoint deputies, administer oaths and take affidavits. 

The act of February 4, 1825 formed lvlonroe County into a separate chancery 
district and instructed the clerk of -the eastern district to turn over all re'!""· 
cords to the clerk of ·che Monroe district ( Laws of Miss., 1825; p. 133). This 
act W"d.S repealed on February 25, 1827 and four chancery districts were created 
in the state with a clerk in each appointed by the chancellor (Laws of Miss., 
1827; Po 139) • 

The revised constitution of 1832 (art. IV, secs o 16, 22, 27), made pro­
vision for a separate superior court of chancery with full jurisdiction in all 
matters of equity and specified that a clerk be appointed in each district 
(Hutchinson's Code, 1848; cha pt. 27,. class III, art •. 3). 

1'he office of clerk of the chancery court was r~1ade elective -oy the act 
of February 26, 1848 (La\vs of Miss.,. 1348; cha pt. 68, p. 180) o An amendment 
to the constitution of 1832 inserted by an act approved February 6, 1856, 
created u court of chancery in each judicial district to be held by the cir­
cuit judge, and the clerk of the circuit court was made clerk of the chancery 
court (Revised Code· of 1857 ;. cha pt. LXII, sec. III, art. 12) e 

The office of chancery clerk, much as it is at the present, v1as established 
by the constitution of 1869 (art o VI, sec. 16). rrhe probate c·ourt vlas abolished 
its jurisdiction ·was given to the chanc.:ery court and -t;he duties of the clerk of 
the probate court were consolidated with those of the clerk of the chancery 
court•· 

No.change has been made in the basic sustem put into effect in 1869 and 
the duties of the clerk of the e:hancery_·court are; to attend court and keep 
its minutes; to keep all records, files, papers, and proceedinss belonging 
to his office; record all last vvills and testaments which may be probated 1 

all letters testaIBentary, of ad;Jri.nistration, and guardianship; all matters of 



Clerk of the Chancery Court, Proceadin±s ~nd C~se Records {39-42) 

accounts c:L.llowed against estc.tes;; all inventories, appraisements, and re­
ports duly returned; uncl a..11 instruments ~.vhich are duly proved, arid i.:ihich by 
law are rec.iuired to be recorded in his office. He shall issue process, keep 
a general docket, :an: ii:3Sue clock et, a motion docket, a register of clairns, 
and an execution docket. He may conduct proceedings during v~cation and at 
rules during vacation, his acts, judgments, orders, or decrees being subject 
to the approval or dii;c:.i.pprova.l of the chancellor. He is re;~uired to keep a 
register of sureties on bonds; furnish the circuit clerk with abstract of 
certain decrees; and record all pleadings, proof's, exhibits, and proceedings 
of fint,1.lly terminated suits in c.1. final record book. He is the custodian of 
all records, books, and papers °L)elonging to probate court and boards of 
police formerly existing, except those required by law to be kept by the 
circuit clerk. He must also subscribe for newspapers il'l which appear pu;::i­
lic~tions ordered by the court (Code of Misso, 1920; secso 326-349)0 

The office of the clerk of the chancery court has ~jeen maintained con­
tinuous.ly in Amite County since 1869, subject to all retroactive and pro~ 
gressive changes and modifict1tions that have oeen made in the officeo 

Proceedings and Case Records 

3 9. RECORD OJI' OH.PI-IAHS' COURT, 18 26-35 o 1 vol. 
Minutes and proceedincs of orphec.ns' court 1;1.nd orders of just-ice· of probate 
in narrative form, including complete history of the -trial and disposition 
of each case. Chron. arr:. No index.. Hdw. 447 PP• 16 x 12 x 2. Sheriff's 
vault. 

40;, rJINUTE J00KS, PROBA11E COURT, 1835-70. 9 vols. (2-10). 1823-34, 
missing·. See entry 420 

Record of proceedings of pro·oc:tte court, inc lud.inl;; transcript of papers 
filed, wills pro't,ated, settlement of est~ttes, alJ.POintn1ent of executors, 
administrators, and guc:rdians, and complete cuse records. Hclw. 650 pp. 
18 x 12 x 3. Cha clerk's office. 

41. INDEX TO RECORD OF PR03.:-.'I'E i~iINUTJtS, 1S23-70. 1 volo 
Index to prob&te court minutes, shoving csse no., n&me of cause, vol. and 
page reference to minutes. Alph .. indexed by na.1ne of 0state. Hdw. 200 PD·• 
16 x 12 x 1~. Ch. clerk's office. •.J 

42c Iv:1Il\HJTES, CP!A1·~CERY COURT, 1856--o 9 vols. (1-9). See entry 40. 
Record of proceedings of chancery court 6tnd certair.1. probs.te 1:1&.tte:cs for the 
period 1856-69, including complete history of trial and d~sposition of each 
case.. Th3,,1e E1inutes are ra~d dc:.ily in opGn court and are signec~ ~Jy the pre­
siding ch2..ncellor at end of term. Alph. indexed ·Jy names of plaiati.ff a.i1d 
defendanto Hd~:7o and typed. 590 PP• 18 x 12 x 3o 2 volso, 1856-81, cho 
clerk's office~ 7 volso, 1882--, ch. clerk's vaul-t- .• 
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Clerk of the Chancery Court, Dockets and General Court Records (43-48) 

43. CASE RECORDS, -1809--, 375 file boxes. 
Papers pertaining to divorces, Conf"ederate pension·s, dissolutions and 
receiverships, lunacy hearings, wills and estates, injunctions, garnish­
ments, and complete records of cases triable in orphans',- probate, and 
chancery courts. Numerically filed by case 110-. · No index. · Hdw. and 
typed. 10½ x 4½ x 12. 189 file boxes, 1809-1907, ch. clerk's office; 
186 file boxes, 1908--, ch. clerk's vault. 

Dockets and General Court Records 

44. GENERAL CHANCERY DOCKET, 1856--•. 10 vols. (1-9, 1. unnumbered) •. 
Record of bills, motions, demurrers, complaints, and declarations filed 
in probate and chancery court cases, showing proceedings, style of case,. 
no., plaintiff 1·s and defendant •·s attorneys, date, orders, decrees, vol •. 
and page reference to minutes •. Chron. arr. No index •. Hdw. on ptd. 
form. 639 PP• 18 x 12 x 3. · Ch. clerk's vault. 

45. ISSUE DOCKET, 1856--o. 4 vols~· (1-4). 
Record of cases, final hearings, proceedings involving insolvent estates,. 
and final accounts of executors, administrators, and guardians, wherein 
order or decree of the court or· issuance of-process or notice is necessary 
to a final hearing, triable at approaching term of court in order in­
which they are numbered on general docket, sho·~1ing case no., date of hear­
ing, parties•· names, bill set for hearing, attorneys' names, decree~ Num-. 
erically arr. by case no. No index., Hdw.·-on ptd. form. 200 pp.,18 x-12 
x 2. 3 vols., 1856-96, 1921--, ch. clerk's office; 1 vol., 1897-1920,. 
county jail •. 

46.. PROBATE RECORDS (n·ocket), i823-1914. 31 vols. (2-32) ~ 
Record of petitions and motions submitted to probate and chancery courts 
for ruling in administration of estates and guardianship of minors, show­
ing case noo, copy of instruma.nt, date, and dispos;tion.,· Hd·w. ·and typed-.,,· 
300 PP• 18 x 12 x 2. Cho clerk~~ office. 

47. GENERAL INDEX TO PROBATE RECORDS, 1823-1914. · 1 vol. 
Index to records of probate a11d chancery courts, showing case no.,., parties 1 

names, vol. and page ref'erence to records.· Alph. indexed by name of estate., 
Hdw. 300 PP• 18 x 12 x 2 •.. Ch. clerk's office. 

48c MarION DOCKET, CHANCERY COURT, 1856--. 4 vols. (1-4). · 
Record of motions, demurrers, petitions, separQtions, matters of adminis­
tration or guardianship not directed to be placed on issue docket and mat­
ters brout1t befora clerk during vacation, showing case no., parties• 
nc.mes, date, motion, disposition, nan1es of attorneys. Chrono arro No in­
dex.. Hdw. on ptd. form.. 24-1 PP•· 18 x 12 x 2. · 3 vols., 1856-.92, 1920--, 
ch.- clerk• s vault; 1 vol., 1893-1919, county jail. 
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Cl0rk of the Chc:-1.ncery Court, .i"ipprdntices (49-54) 

49.. SUJPOEHA DOCl(EI1
, 1905--. 1 volo 

Record of Y:itnesses sumrnoned in cllc~ncery court cases, sho\·1ing case no., 
style, plaintiff's t1i tnesses, da. te subpoena issued, s:-:i.eriff' s return, days, 
mileage, G.mount of fees, clefend..: ... nt 's witnesses, dl.~te subpoena issued, sher­
if'f 's return, amount oi" feeso Alph. indexed by name of rtitness. Hdv.r. on 
ptd. form. 225 PP• 18 x 12 x 2. Ch. clerk's vault. 

500 LIS PEr·JDEl:S RECORD, 1893--. 1 volo 
Record of notices filed at beginnir1g of suit in any court to enforce lien 
upon, rigl1t to, or interest in :ceo.l estc:te when clnim is not b~tsecl upon an 
instrument previously recorded or judgment du]_y enrolled, showing names of 
plaintiff und defendant, description of lnnd involved or levied upon, kind 
of suit or writ, brief st~tement of nature of lien, rig~t, or interest 
sought to l)e enforced, dc.te of filing and recording lis pendens notice, 
result of suit or levy!I 2.11d ~cemc~rks. Alph. index0d by l1ames of plo.intiff 
and defend;;:;.nt. Hdw. 300 PPo 18 x 12 x 3. Ch. clerk's vault. 

_51. FINAL RECORD {Ch::~ncery Court -R(~cord), 1856--. 9 Yols. (1-6, 33, 
34, 1 u1mumb ered). 

Record of cv·1.s0s tried in chancery court involving rELwl estate or estates, 
containing trc~nscript of papers, proceedings, or axl1ibi ts, th:-~t have been 
requested by attorneys or pc..rtia s il''l suits, and ordered by -the chancellor 
to ba entered and pr0s0rved in the book of final r:3cords. Alph. indexed 
by nama of est:=-.te o Hdvr. ::1nd ty9ed. 581 PPo 18 x 12 x 3. Ch. clerk's 
office. 

Apprentices 

52. APPREWrICE RECORDS (Probate Court), 1865-67. l vol. 
Record of minutes in ~pprentices 1 ~1earings, containing ruli11gs of court, 
bond of pc::.rty to w.::om person is ,;.pprerrticed, terms of apprenticeship, 
description of . ...:.pprentice. Chron. arr. No index. Hdw o 242 pp. 16 x 
12 x 1. County jail. 

Fees 

53. CHANCE..R.Y COURT F'.SE DILLS, 1920--. 4 vols. 1925-31, missing. 
Carbon copi~s of fee bills in chancery court cnses, showing c~se no., 
style, itemized list of f0es ~nd costs, ch~ncery clsrk's csr~ificate of 
correctness, receipt. Chr-9n. ~:rr. No index. Hd.-:ilo on ptd. form. 250 
PP• 18 x 12 x 2. Cho clerk's va.ult. 

CertificLtes 

54. 1.1ITNESS CERTIFICATES, 1909--• l vol. 
Stubs of certific::..~tes issued to obte.in warrr:~nts in payment of 1Nitness 
fees in chancery court, showing do..te, style of c,o. se, 110., n8.mes of wit­
nesses, p,~:.rty, d~~ys, milec:..ge, c..mount, clerk's signc~tura. Chrono o.rr. 
No index. Hdw. on ptdo form. 200 PP• 18 x 12 x 1. Cho clerk's VQUlt. 
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Clark of the Chc~ncery Cour-t, ~Jills and 1:sta.tes (55-62) 

"{iills and Estates 

55. ~:JILL JOOK, 1809--. 4 vols. (1, 1-3) • 
Exact copies al \'iills and testaments fil.ed for probate and ad.ministration. 
Alph. indexed by nime of decedonto Hmvo and typed. 420 PP• 16 x 11 x 2. 
Ch. clerk's vault. 

56. REGISTER OF CLAilvlS, 1833-- o 2 vols. (1 1 l) • 
Register of accounts and claims filed against estates, shading n.i.rne of 
creditor, name of este;.t;e, date and nature of claim, date due, ,:i.mount, 
1·emarks. Ch1."on. arr. No index~ Hd~:r. on ptd. formo 319 pp. 18 x. 12 x 
3. 1 vol., 1833-67, county jail; l vol., 1868--, cho clerk's vault. 

57. APPLIC~/rION DOCJ:~rr, PHOBArr1J~ COURT, 1846-54. 1 volo 
Record of applications to probate court for administration of estates, 
sho;_-;ing co.se no., name of estate, applicant, nature of application, 
citations, dispositiono Chron. arro No index. H~1 • . 300 ppo 18 x 12 
x 1. County jail. 

58. ADlvIINIST?J:..~i.'OI{S' ;.J~D GU.hRDIANS' RECOH.DS, 1825,.27 • l vol. 
Co1!1plete records and accounts 0£' administration oi' estates and guard­
ianship of minors. Chrono arr. No indexo Hdw. 200 pp. 14 x 10 x 1. 
County jail. 

59. ACC0UI:J'r BOOK 0? ESTArrES, 1B35-54.- 1 vol. 
Itemized accounts of fees and costs in administre~tion and lic.i.uidE1.tion of 
estates. Alph. indexed .by name of estate. Hdw. 240 PP• 14 x 10 x 1. 
Supt.'s office • 

. 60. RECORD OJT 11.Dlvi.i.l'JISTfu~TORS' BONDS .c~ND LETTJ:RS, 1830--. 3 vols. 
(.1, ·1, 2). ~ 1869.-71 •. mis~sing. 

Record of bonds e.nd letters of adrn:i nistration r;ranted. a.dministr~ .. tors of 
estL.tes, sho~ding n::~me of dece~i.sed, pri:1cipal and sureties on bond, oath 
of ad.111inistrc..tor, letters of 2.drninistration gro..ntad by the court :1 signa­
tures of cho.ncellor and clerk. Alph. indexed by ne.r.ae of est:.:.te. Hdv,. 
on ptd. _form. 450 PPo 18 x 12 x 3 and 200 PP• 13 x 10 x 1½. Ch. clerk 1 s 
vault. 

61. GU..;.i-TDTANS' :101-J:)S AHD I,~rJ:TERS, 1847--•·· 2 vols. (1, 1 unnumbered) •. ' 
~ecord or gut~rd~~ns 1 ·bonds and letters of udministr~tion in the estates 
of minors or \78..rds, showing no.me of \ifird, nt~me of minor, na1ne of gut;:rdiun, 
guo.rdi::;.11' s boncl :.ind o~--.th, .chancery court's lette~c of guc .. rdicnship. .n.lph. 
indexed by ne.me of minor or ;;.Jard. Hdw. on ptd. form. 580 pp. 18 x 12 x 
3. 1 vol., 1847-71, county jc~il; 1 vol., 1872--, ch. clerk's ve.ult. 

62. ~CORD OI" EXECUl'ORS • BOi,JDS AHD LEri1TERS, 1872--. 1 vol .. -
Racord of bonds ;.~nd letters of administration gr:..;.nted to executors of 
0stc.tes, showing st~lt,.3 ~nd county, nc:.me of deceo..ned, n:--:.mG of 0xocutor, 
amount of bond, d2..t.0 ;i 02:.th of complic.!.nce, l:~ttor o.uthorizing ::md instruct­
ing executor in h~s proce0dings, sign~tures of chancellor .~nd clork. ~lph. 
indexud by nL:.mo of cl0codent. Hdw. on ptd. form. · 57 5 pp. 18 x. 12 x 2t. 
Ch. clerk'·s v:.ult. 
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Circuit Cl0rk, -,_'fills r1~1cl Est ... t0 s (63) 

63. .APPRR.IS3IviEl·JT itECORD, 1658-1924-. 2 vols. (n, l unlettered). 
1866-93, missing. 

Record of ~pprc.iser:ients of est;.:.tes by c:uly alJ.[JOinted s:.1Jprt.tisers, sr1ov;ing 
·un.rrunt of t:....ppre.i:-:::er, or::th, det~~;.ilecl inventory ~ind -...ppr~~~isen1ent, report 
of upprJ.iser. Alph, indexed lJy na.mo of estc:~te. He.hi. ~1.nd typed. 190 PPo 
18 x lt~ x 2. 1 vol., 1858-65, county jail; 1 vol., 1894--1924, ch. clerk's 
v;:.:.ult. 

IV• CIRCUIT CIERK 

The office of clerk of the circuit court h~s existed in Mississippi 
since :B1ebru;:::.ry 28, 1799 o .-lt th.: ... t tii.ae Governor '."J:Lnthrop Sr~rgent ~i.11d the 
T0rritorir.~l judges wrote -the act °1.Yhich estr.: .. blished ~'- court of comrnon ple2.s 
possassed of jurisdiction similar to that of the presant-J~y circuit court, 
(Ss.rgent' s Code, 1799~ Origin.~:l hologre~ph in Dep;~·-rtment of Archives r:.ncl 
History, Jackson, Mississippi; A lEnl esteblishing courts of jutlic~ture). 
Thus, it can be sc:-.icl th::::..t the· clerks of the -common pla:..:.s court of Ad.::..ms 
ctncl Pickering (no\f Jefferson) Counties in 1799 were th8 first circuit 
clerks. 

On J· .. :;;.nu,.· .. ry 26, 1802, ~n ~.;.ct -crns pc~ssed to "provicie for the 1,1or0 con­
veni(Jnt org .. nizo.tion of the courts". (Origin~~l iicts of the Territorial 
L0gisl;::.ture, Series D, volo 6, Dop(1rtment of l~rchiv0s ('.·1..nd History)-. By 
this legisl::.tion a su_LJ0rior court with D. clerk to keep i-cs records V!&S held 
in er~ch of the threo districts thrsn Gsti.blishad, th0 countie~1 of b.d:::.ms, 
Jef f,arson, e.nd ·:~ashing-ton. 

Tho law of Fabru::~ry 10, 180? s0t up circuit courts in '.v-ilkinson, .n.dams, 
J,3ffsrson, c:.nd Claiborne Counties, to be pr;.:;sided over by the T0rri~orir .. l 
judges. A clerk, "a r·)arson of skill and probity" uus o.ppointed in e.:.\ch to 
"do o.11 things thr;.t :·:,.ppert1:1.in to tha du-ties of G.. clork of ths court to v:hi ch 
ho is c:.ppointsd". The lc:.::.w further providad th2,..t cireuit court should b0 
, l .. . . ., d. t . L ... ••. 1 • t b dd. t . 1 T . ..1. • 1 . d ne .a in_ -c,ne is ric·1., 01 :c:.sning on y an ...1 1 · 1011.:::1. · err1Lor22. JU ge L.p-
pointed by tho Pr0 sident (T.oulinin 1 s Dig-sst, 1807 ~ ch2.pt. II, secs o 8, 19, 
23). In these courts th.J clsrks' bonds \tsre pl::icE;;d in th·2 arnoui1t of $7,000 
:.:~nd .::-1. $20 fine we.s exctcted in the event they did not m::~ka up :i.nd enter ~1 

full c.nd complste record of th0 fin: .. l dtrtermin:-~tion of any suit or prose­
cution ( ibid o , s e c s • 4 9 , 5 0) • 

T\10 y0.;..rs 1~·:.ter, the ::1ct o~' D0;cember 22, 1bo9 chL.nged th;.;; net.me of th0 
circuit courts of the county to "auperior cou1 .. ts of la.1.1 o.ncl oqu.ity", bosto1;;:­

in;~ on th~n1 :i.s the n...;.;~1a indic.:::.tes, jv.ri:::idiction in both l.::1 und _0quity. The 
1 ' L' L i • · · + . d -t t ,. 1- . . 1 c er.Ks 01. l, ... 16 circuit cour..,s '-.i-l8r-a 1·etiu1re, ~o r.:.;.ns1.sr :L ..l origin:~ pu.pGrs, 

records, ~nd other juciicial procoedings to the n0uly org~nized courts (Tur­
ner's Digest, 1816~ pp. 178, 179, s0cs. 116, 118)0 

Th::r constituti oa of 1817, dr:.-1.ft.:jd the ye.__:r th0 lv:i:ississippi Territory 
b-Jc:-.rn.0 o.. st8.te, cre::'...tscl ~-- super·ior court for 0:.. .. ch county c.-.;..nd provided th:..t 
th::: judgs shoulcl ~.ppoint s. cl,2;rk for e;..""tch court, (Constitution of 1817; ~~rt. 
V, secs. 5, 11). Acts in 1618 e..nJ. 1819 orge .. nized ti1e courts ~ccord-i ngly. 
0 J r)2 ln ') 'I ' h 1 · 1 1 1 ~ ~ 1 r- • • · t ' t' n une ~ , c~~ ~ e egis a~ura res~orea cnG n:~8 o~ circuit cour, ~G ne 
sc..mG tim0 dividing the st:.:to into four judici.;ll districts 'Jith a judge and 



Circuit Cl0x·k 

a clork £'or 0 ... ~ch J.:Lst:ci,.ct. Th0 clerks of thG sup..-;rior courts then 0xisting 
1Jsc::1.rnG the cl0rks of' ·th,J circuit courts (Poindaxt,Jr' ;) Code, 1824-~ ch~~pt. 
1 1 s =" C 1) -; T,~ r, •:, . .., ('_ 1· .- .. c• 1· v:1 r-1 ,:.:. ..... k O::J 

1·11· ·o ,... ~-, ·:~ 'Y• -~ 1'.'• 1· 1'1 ;:·, c1 1D ... , ;.) -~. ")O 1·"' .1- ,.,., ;.~ nJ.. b,r -1- h •.:) 
::, , Ci • • V -..1. ..,u .. d.v ·..J ,-::i • v v.L ...J.!. J.: • .:i ,, vJ. v .J..-.., 1. ,, r,...~ l .L.I. u.1.a1v u .J u v 

juclg6 (i1uido, ssco 10) ~ the cll..:rks VIdre mc:::.de lici.bls to fine ~~nd imprisonment 
for rn;:..king fr ... ls0 entry or r~~ising ;::~ lett,sr or ch:.nginc -:.;,.ny rdcords in their 
koo.Lnin;:'- belor.Lg·inP- to their officerB (ibid., saco lt:;) ~ clerks ·r:ero p.:iven 1··Jo·u1er 

....... ,,.) \...-J .... .. - ✓ ,, -

to c.p1)oint deputies (2--ticb .. , sec. 12), ~lnd they ~~-•ff;rG re-~iuired to l:0ep a. list 
of fr·e0holders provided by the uss£:iGsor c.nd the coll0ctor from ·1,;Jhich pfftit 
0.nd gr:~:·.nd jurors ··:Jere to be clrc,.-~In (ioid., sec. 122). 

The revised constitution of 1.832 mo.de the office of' clork of ths cir­
cuit court 0lective ·~.:r:1d sat its t0rm s.t t·~'fo yoc:~rs (D-rt. IV, sac. 19) *. In 
1856 ~.1 constitutiorL·.l L.rnendn1dnt d3legci.tod to -the ,judg0s of the circuit courts 
th0 duty of holding ch2.ncery court. Th0 clerks of the circuit courts were 
required to keep the records of tho chancery court in ~~dition to those of 
th0 c i1·cui t court (Amendment to RiJviscd Cox1crti-tution of 1832 ~ inserted by 
~-~ct of' }tei::n ... u\:.ry 6, 1856). i:Jhen the county courts ·.;·~•or0 .roest::i.blishetl in 
1865 (~\7S of Miss., 1865; ch,.:~pt. 11, .sec. 1, P• 66), the circuit clerks 
,~,ere cr0at.od custodi:J.ns of their records as ex-officio clerks of the county 
court {ibido, s0c. 5). 'Ehe county courts w0re abolished in 1B70 rel0u.sing 
thG circuit clarks of this duty (Lc"'...·ds of lviiss., 1870; ch2,.pt. XIII)•~ 

rrllc le.:l;isl;).ture of 1670 c!1c..rg0d tho circuit clt3rks ~,yith the- tasl: of 
issuing marriag0 licenses and keeping all records !.Jertaining to the issu­
~nce of the licenses (Miss. Code, 1871; chapt. 8, sec. 570). It ~ffi.s at 
-this time tha. t cireui t clerks were prohibi -ted from practicing la;:1 (ibid., 
sec. 567). 

BetYJeen 1832 and 1869 the offices of clerk of the circuit court and 
clerk. of the {)robate court could bo held by ths sc~rr1e pt3rson {lviiss. Coa.e, 
1857; chc~pt. VI, arto 199). ht prssent in counties where the :9opulat;on 
doos not exceed. 15,000 ii.1habitunts the offices of che.ncc::.ry clerk and circuit 
clerk c~n be held by th0 sa~u person (Miss, Code, 1930; sec. 2918). 

The t0rm of office ·.,;ias incra~~sed from. t'-:10 years to four years by the 
constitution of 1869 (a.rt. IV, sec. 19). In 1892 the circuit clerk zias 

election r,scords (L&\1s of 

The county court syste:11 ~7t3.S revived in 19 26 (li:1.'.rs of 
131) making the circuit clerk in counties where a county 
lished., again the clerk of the county cour·t (iP_id.., sec. 

hlisso, 1926; chapto 

The duties of the circuit clerk at present ti1:1e (1937) can ·1)e separtd~,ed 
into three principal divisions; clerical-judici~l and judicial; recording and 
1 . . ., tl " +.. t . . ..i. • ' .l.. • - 1 · · ic sns J..ng 5 anc. · 1e :.i.u!lc u ions pe~c ,11n1ng L, o regist,rc;. u ion c:.nd e ec1,; ions. 
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I • 1 • • - 1 . ' . 1 • • 1 1 . 1 f.' .c:• • • 1 ' 1 . • i 1 k ' , . . ... .... ~s a JUu.lCL::·~ ,.1.nc~ JUClCl.:.t -·c oricu o.i: .LJ.Cli:1 -r,_1e circu1 ~ c er~ s cnier 
dtrti0s cli"8 keopinr: cir·cuit tu:id county court records 1_.nc::. issuin.g ~Jrocess in 
both ci:ccui-t. ~nd county court mcl.tt0rs. lds.ny ot}~1er 1:1.:.U'ld:.;..tor·y obli~~D.tions are 
attached to this office (Miss. Code, 1930; secso 48~ 49, 478-489~ 722, 723)0 

l · ., 1 · · ,.. .... · · 1 1 • • 1 . ( . .. . d r ... Ll a recorc. in:,~ cinCi. 1C8l'H:il..i:1C.' 0111CL:'t_ ne J.S~3UOS D.1,).rY-J.:;,;·,.i.~0 J.C'3l1S88 J.Ol. o a 
l..., ~, C~-' ti 

sec so 2362-2363), and he is re(.1td.r;Jd to keep fill pe .. pers LtJ:ld. records connected 
;J·ith mc11~riage licenees a11d C8rtificates of r!1arriatse (.b,}1_~do, sec. 2368) •. He 
must mc.:tke regulcl.r reports to the s-t,tte registrcl.r of vi·tal stb.t.isti Gs ~:;iving 
data concerninr~ marria!i:(3S (~ .... )ich~ sec o 4933-:.1-941). Other Juti~;s :i..nclucle ~ 

1 -. • , , t " .. n 1 J ('. • ., 14') n • 1 • €Jnro .11.ng aus"tri:.:tc ·s or uecrGes 01 c;1ancery· courc g~, sec a ..J o ~ 11 ing 
vet0rinary licenses (_i9-.:h.9-_ ... , sec:3o 7323-7324-); filing ,.::t copy of C;. list of 
persons liu.ble for E1ilit&ry duty, prop,:Lred by the acs13ssor (~.bi_d.!., seco 5488); 
and reporting to tho secretary of s-t.:.~•.te t.t.11 s1..c:1~ received ..:;.s compensation 
~~nd all offic0 expe.nse:3 pu.id from such receipts (i,b_id!.~ socso 65·55-6956). 

As a ro:~;istc:H"ing ofi'ic0r the circuit clerk is moBt importd.nt c~s th·J re­
gistr" .. :c of ·:.i.u8.lified voters (ibifi...!., secs. 6~82-6207), and he is recluired to 
keep~ as an adjunct to this duty, a liot of poll-tt.:..:·: delin::~uents (ibido, sec. 
3244) ~nd a list of persons convicted of crimas (ibido, s06s. 4079j 6187)0 
Th0 clerk must a-ctend moeti.ngs of th0 county slect,ion co:·amissioners (ibido, 
sec. 6212) and administ0r tha a·~Juont voters' law (i_oid._, secs. 6288-6300). 
Following prim~ry elections the b~llot boxas dre daposit~d in hiG safekeop­
ing (ib~~, sec. 5884) and he filas tha certifiod vote in such aloctions 
(ibid.j sec. 5896). 

By tha corrupt pri.:'i.cticGs act of 1935 (Lo.,;1s of Idisso, 1935 ~ chapt o 19, 
33-52) ~ tho circuit cl13rk · .• ·a.s given several additional dutias. c.~ndidD.tes 
nominl"Ltion to county 0~nd county c.istrict offic0;3 are re-:j.uired to file \jith 

PP• .. 1or 
the 

clerk an a.ffidav·i t ·!Ji-J.t th0y lw.v0 ra.:::~d the corrupt 1)r--Lct.ic.-.:JG act ~u1cl thfat thoy 
will not viola ts any· of itrJ Oi:.>lig~:..tions ::~ncl prohibitions D.ntl they rl1ust file 
·:-, 1:::, 0 .-. I~l 1.· ·c' :·.-,,-,,~ 1.· r; r::. a.' s.i. :::, . ..l. r- :·-1r::. n-1- 0 -? t :--1-~; y> C : ,..., J· -. l0 c:n :::l •,• .,..., ,.:-. ;r. .... ;:.:. c• + 0 -...... ,::-. 1;- ::-.1 ,).:. '."1 C . ·. p U1011· C r.,. u 1... ,.,,J,..!, ,_. t_., I.J v. lJ v,~ '-',.. U .,. - v ..... :. ... ,!! l ..,,._ b ...,, AJJ 1.,..,.L i:> ~• 0 IJ :,Iv J..-.., .!. l, \...~ ,:i ·--

r ,:, C Q ·•••c: ,:>or f)U.Y' .\,,;-\.·•~.1.·"r •. _·,'• r1-111-::i ,-::·ji:•t-,,...: 1)11-1·O·(• o-? ·t1·-:::: .. ·:)::::.llotc.• 1.·c• ci1··--~.-,-!-•:·.::.d +o ,-l,:,11··,r~r \_j .L ,L J. - l ,. - ~ - t::, ;,,i. • - ,:> J. .L ,. L, •. - ,i - ,..,, . .... ,_,, p -·· l u V V .,, lJ v. V '/ V 

+o t 1J.1P: cl:::·1·1.- r;, CO;J··v of' tlv-': poll r-1:::11:.,:,t;~r•c~ ~L r:ic.-... 1.· ~-;-t, for the bEllots ~ind the u - ._, ,_, ... ~ <...v i J .&.. ....., .. -J -~ ...... (::"> V. ...... • ...,J __, .1: .. 

books of Juplic;;::_to poll tz.:i.x r•Jcej_iJts c::.re d0liv0r0d. to th0 circuit clerk -;·.rho 
re ceiva s, rs coipts ;:;~nd pr,Js0rves thc:.:rn as c'.. putJlic record. He issues dupli-
c•·.+. ~ poll J..1.i,·,~r r·-=-c-:::.1· •,yl--=- ~n'-1 ce1--tif .. i' i~S thr-.t th,-•v ,;:;,.re true S.!.1d correct and he - '- V :;;; C1.o JI. V V .i: l.J '--' - V •. -

l• ~ s U>; "' .. -, CH ·.1.~+ 1· f 1· c: ·; +. ;:: ~l Of ,,. x· .. 1·nr t l0 0 ·1 ..l.. 0 .... '.:l I .. 0 0 1·1 t:' ,,. .• ,. ··rn·)J_ ·0 r· 01•,: p· . -, i ·-1c~ l O 1 J.~ +. ·, xr..- c:• ..., _ - u -~ v...,... t:J v .;. 1..J J. tJ l-; v 1,,.1 .1. .,.:;, ',J..>'\.l.:,, l 1.., .L i.l --~ ~ _.:, b .i· .,;.... ..:i iJ' 
koeps ~·1.. rocord of such. issu~:.nctJS &nd roceivss $lOO por- ye-.J.r for discharging 
tlies:.:; clutieso Th0 C:Lct sti.c-:iul: .... tas th.i.t tho b,:~llot box0s be dalivered to the 
circuit, clork c.nd s0:.~led by him in thG presenc& of the poll 1~~nagat 1n:.'.king 
tho deliv:3ry. In c.-~ss s of co.ntcGtad el(:c-tions tho clerk must notify the 
chi0f justic0 of ths suprsrne court or Lny othor justice i!.1 the 0ve11t the 
cl1ief justice c:~.nnot bs r0~:-..ched. Th0 chief justic·3 ~:'-P.t)Oi.!.1ts ::.;. ch;::~ncery or 
circuit judg.:s from 0. district oth.~r than thc1t in '.!hich th0 cont 13f3t hc.s c.:.r1sr.3n 
to h0 .. :..r .:.nd d.:;ter1ui11e the c:.:.;.se. Tha circuit clerk issu0s subpo0nas to pri.n­
c ipilrJ c:1.nd :.·1i t.nesse s. ·::hen -Jithar or both of ths princip,.~ls demr;.nd c.n exJ.m-
l· n ... ·t1· 0·1 of> .l- 11~~ ·o··"'llo·t· c- +i1-:-.:. r·1·1 .. ,., 1u1·t cl--:,.rl" must :J-.-::, ·.-,.L· ... -::: .. ,,:,•--?·i..u 1· n --.:·.rso:..-. 0·1 .. 1oy :..,. 1 .!. u.1 G ,,~ u, ..i.1. o v l-• o \. •. 1 v J:-, co•...,.:..1, .1. .F'-' ... .1. 

cloputy to S20 th~-..t thG ballots ::-·.r0 not tai:1perGd i."litho In cl.·,.ses of prosecution 
for violcd;ion of thG &ct the sh0riff m.:.~kes o.rriJsts on ·:1:::.rr,:.nts issuad by th0 
tri.:.:,l court, a .. nd dol i v0rs c.11 p.::..p-.;:;rs to the circt=.it clerk ~;1ho files then and 
fJGrsona.lly delivers the1~ to tho forcn1t:.a of th(:. 110.x.t grc~nd jury. 
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Circuit Clerk, Proceedings and c~":Je Records (64-68) 

The circuit clork is paid mainly in fees but this income is augmented 
by 2,. salary fixed ·by the board of supervisors to compensate him for his iNork 
as registrar (Miss. Code, 1930; sec. 6195). 

The office of circuit clerk has been maintained in Amite County sine~ 
iVIay, 1809 when the first superior court was established in the county co­
incic~ent with its organization. The office has functioned continuously 
subject to all changes and modificationso 

Proceedings and Case Records 

64. RECORD OF SUPERIOR COURT, 1810-17. 1 vol. 
Pleas or v1ritten statements of facts and answers submitted to the court for 
ruling, showing no., style of case, name of presiding judge, .names of attar• 
neys for litigants, verbatim record of pleas and answers submitted, rulings. 
Chron. urr. No index. Hdvro 250 pp. 16 x 12 x l~t• County jail. 

65. PLEAS BEFOHE CIFtCUIT COURT, 1809-22. 1 vol. 
Record of' pleas filod before circuit and superior courts, minutes, empan.el.l-·~ 
ing of grand and pe-tit jurie:-1, indictrnents, proceedings, and judgments in 
narrative form. Chron. arr. No index. Hdvto 200 PP• 12 x 10 x l"§·• County 
jail. 

66. RECORD OF SUPERTOR COURT, 1920-24. 1 vol. 
Narrative record of state or criminal cases tried in superior court, con­
taining style of case, copy of pleas, proceedings, and judgmerit. 1~lph. in• 
de~ed by names of plaintiff and defendant. Hd"wo 286 pp~ 18 x 10 x li-• 
Sheriff's vault. 

67. lviINlJTE BOOKS, CIIlCUIT COURT, 1809--. 28 vols_. (1, 3, 10-16, 19, 
18 unnumbered). 

Record of organization of court, grand and petit juries, and complete his­
tory o~ court proceedings in narrative form, including trial and disposi­
tion of each ce..s0. Alpho indexed by name of subJect. 1809-1933, hdY'io; 
1934--, typed. 651 PP• 18 x 12 x 21r• 27 vols o, 1809-1933, sheriff's vault; 
1 volo, 1934--, cir. clerk's vault. 

68. CIRCUIT COURT STAT3 AND CIVIL CAS.t£S 1fILES (Case Records)~ 1810--. 
224 file boxes and 180 bundles~ 

Original indictments~ demurrers, answers, exhibits, motions, declarations 
or complaints, and pleas in crirrrinal and civil cases closed and pending in 
circuit court. Numerically filed by case no. No index. Hci"::.r. and typed." 
File boxes, 10 x 4 x 14; bundles, 10 x 2} x 60 180 bundles, 1810-99, 
county jail; 112 files boxes; 1900-09, 1931--, cir. clerk's offics; 112 
file boxes~ 1910-30, sheriff's office .• 
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Circuit Clsrk, Dockets 0.nd GGner[; .. l Court Records (69-75) 

Dockets and General Court Records 

69. SUPSRI01t COU.~I' DOCKZ'r, 1811.-24. 3 vols. 
List of co.ses triable in superior court, sho·:,ing no. and style of' ca.Bo, na­
ture, attornr-::ys, parties' names:, cause of action, t;.mount of judgment, sheriff's 
:coturnf.3, dispoBi-tion. Chron. urr·. No index. Hdwo 200 pp. 13 x 10 x lo 
Sh;3:.c·i ff' s vault. 

70. CIRCUI'I' COURi:r.1 DOCKET, 1865' -- o 11 1 (1 Li 1 
... h 4 vo _s. - ~, Li-, ;; , :;; , unnum-

bered). 
Recor(l- of civil and criminal cases tried in circuit court, shoning case no., 
parties• 11umes, of'fense:1 plaintiff's attorneys, clefendant's a-ttorn0yB, re­
turl'1s, date of trial, court orders. Chron. arr. No index. Hdw. on ptd. 
formo 241 .PP• 18 x 12 x 2. 10 vols., 1825-1919, sheriff's vault; 1 vol., 
1920--, cir. clerk's office. 

71. JUDGlvIEN'rS O:U' StJPERlOR COURrl', 1816-23. 2 vols. 
Record of civil cases tried in superior court, sho,,inc style of case, copy 
of .Pleas, proceedings, and judgment. Alpho indexed by names of plaintiff 
and defendu.nt. Hdw. 400 ppo 16 x 12 x l½. Sheriff's vault. 

72. GENERAL D001Ll1', CIVIL CASES, 1892--. 3 vols. (2,· 2, .1 unnumbe~ed) •· 
List. of civil cases triable in circuit court, sl10iJing attorney fo:c plain-­
tiff, attorney for defendD.nt, partios' names, pleadings or papers in cause, 
date of filing~ proce~B, clerk'G fees, sheriff's faes, orders, judgmont. 
11.lpho in'dexed by names of plaintiff and d.efe11d:1nt._ Hdv1. on ptd, forrn. 
201 PP• 18 x 14 x 2~ 2 vols., 1892-1928, sheriff's vault; 1 vol~, 1929--, 
cir. clerk's office. 

73 •· STA'l1E DOCK.ET, CIHCUI'll COUB.T, 184'7--. 12 vols. ( 1-5, 6, 6, 6-8, 
2 unnumbered). 

Record of state or cri1ninal cas0a tried in circuit _court, showing cass no o, 
parties' names, offens1:.~, plaintiff's and defenda.nt' s ~1.ttorneys, return of 
p:coc0ss, court o::cdars. Chron. t:t.rr. No indsx. HdYio on ptd. form. 243 pp. 
16 x 12 x 2o 11 vols., 1847-1929, sheriff's vaulti 1 vol., 1930--, cir. 
clerk's office. 

74. MOTION DOCIGT, 1838--. 4 vols. (l,· 2,. 2, 1 unnumber~ed). 
n.E.:cord of motions filed i11 civil and· criminal cases tri ect in circuit court 
sho~;1ing c::..sa no o, pa.rties' nu.mes !I attorney for motion, attorney against 
Ll.Otion, d2.t0, disposition. Chron. arr. No index. Hdtv. on p-tdo form. 320 
pp. 18 x 12 x 3. 3 vols., 1d38-1909, sheriff's vs.ult 9 1 vol., 1910--, ciro 
clerk'B office. 

7 5. APP:GLi.Rri.NCE DOCKET, 1891--0 1 vol. 
Record of civil c~sos triabl0 in circuit court in ord8r of filing, sho\1ing 
Ci:;;.SG llOo, pC::.:rti.JS' llc.1.me:3, action, am.aunt, 
.c- 0 nd··n+. a3·..,te co 1·n1·n1,J.nc ·:.u1 d0 ,r ,-.~~+ J~urJrr- 0 ' s J. v ci. 'J ' . C::.. .UU.. V 1

.J ' C-<. J ._, v U ' ..,_ O V • 

~-IrJ.w O on p-cdo form. 200 PPo 18 X 12 X 1;. 
attorneys for plaintiff and de­
r:.1i.nutsso Chron., arro No indexo 

Ciro cl0rk's office. 



Circuit Clerkj Dockots and General Court Records (76-81) 

76. SUBPOENA DOClGT, STA1.I1E AND CIVIL, 184·9--. 10 vols. (2, B:, C, 7 
unnunibered and unlettered) • 

Record of subpoenas issued in civil and crirninal Gases in circuit court, 
showing caf:Je no C,, parties' name f:3, plaintiff's cL11d dei"er.1d.0..nt' s uitnesses, 
county to -Nhich issued, date o.f service, date of forfeiture. Chron. arr. 
!Jo index. Hd.a. on ptd. formo 302 PP• 18 x 12 x 2. 9 vol so, 1649-1932, 
sheriff' G vault~ 1 volo, 1933--, cir. clerk's office .• 

7rf, EXECUTION DOCKET, STATE, 1895--. 1 vol. See entry 93·• 
Record of fines and convictions in circuit court criminal cu.ses anci their 
execution, shO\iTing case no., defendant:, plain-tiff, date of judgment, amount 
of fine, date of sentence, amount of' costs, n2 .. me of officer to ~,\Thom de­
livered., county, date of issue, return day-. Alph. indexed by name of de­
fench-:.nt. Hdvr. on ptdo form. 227 PP• 18 x 14 x 2. Cir. cl0rk' s officeo 

78 • EX.ECU,.rIOH DOCKE1', CIVIL, 1813--. 14- vols. (1, 2, 2, 4 ,- 10 un-
numbered). 1857-66, missing. 

Record of judgments and executions rendered in civil cases in circuit court, 
shor1ing case no o, pJ.c::~intif f, defendant, date of j ud.gment, amount, an1ount of 
costs, officer to ~thorn delivarad, to ·what county directed, officer's return, 
date. Aiph. indexed by namf➔ S of plaintiff and defendant. Hdt1. on ptd-. form·. 
240 PP• 18 x 12 x 2. 4. vols., 1813-56, county jail; 9 vols., 1867-1935, 
cir. clerk's vault~ 1 vol., 1936--, sheriff's· vault. 

79.- FII'IAL RECORD, 1849-1908. 7 vols. (16, 18-22, A). 1810-48, miss-
ing. 

Record of proceedings in suits involving title to real estQte or cases ordered 
entered in the book of' final record by th0 court, i11cluding motions, decree, 
final hearing, final jud~ment, proof of publication. 1853-1908, alph-. · index­
ed by names of plJ3.intiff and def0ndE1-nt o Hdr1 o 460 pp~ 18 x 12 x 3. Sh0riff1 s 
vault. 

INDEX TO FINAL IU£CORD, 1810-52. 2 vols. (2, 1 unnumbered). 
Diract ~nd reverse index -i:;o f'i.nn.l r0cords, sho\;-:ing case no., par-ties' names, 

1 ~ n ·~ t ·1 vo. ana page or rererence o recoru. 
and defendant. Hd,.v. 200 pp. 16 x. 10 
vault~ 1 vol., 1842-52, county jail. 

. 1 , • 1 1 • n 7 .- • t • nf A pn o ina.exeG. Dy nama s or p..L..3.J_n 11 

x lt. 1 vol., 1810-41, sheriff" s 

81, JUDG:tvIEt-rr ROLLS, 1838--. 8 vols. (l-7, 1 unnumbered). 
Record of judgments rendered in civil cases tried in circuit court, show­
ing cc::u3e no., dsfendi:.."nt's name, am.cunt, judgment, costs:, d,,_::.:te of rendition, 
county and court, d::ite of enrollment, vol. and p, .. ~ge of r0f0rence to rninutes, 
plaintiff's n&me, dr-::;..te and how s&.tisfied, remarks. .Alpl1. indexed by nam0 of 
defendo_nt. Hdw. on ptdo form. 239 PP• 18 x 12 x 2. 6 vols., 1638-1921, 
sheriff's vault; 2 -iols., 1922--, ciro clerk's office. 
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Circuit Clerk, Indictments (82-88) 

Indictments 

82. S3CP~1' RECORD OF Ii~DICTMENT3, 1883--. 5 vols. (1-5). 
Secret record of indictments returned by the ~rand jury, showing name of 
party indicted, date of alleged crime, specific crime, signature of dis­
trict attorney, n~:.t:~1es of y;itnesses before grand jury. Alph. indexed 1.Jy 
name of defendc=int. Hch·vo 011 ptd. form. 450 pp. 16 x 12 x 2. 4 vols., 
1883-1921, sheriff's vault3 1 volo, 1922--, cir. clerk's office. 

Fees 

83. CIRCUIT COU?.tJ.1 FEE .SOOK, 1820-81. 26 vols o (1-26). 1813-19, miss-
ing. 

Record of fees, costs, and judgments in criminal and civil cases in circuit 
cau1~t, showing case no., parties' names, verdict and itemized bill of costs. 
1854-81, chrono arro No index. Hdw. 320 pp. 14 x 12 x 2. Sheriff's vault. 

84. Gi:;NERAL INDEX TO 
Index to record of circuit 
vol. and page of reference 
tiff and defendant. Hdw. 

CIRCUIT COURT FEE BOOK, 1813-530 2 vols •. 
court fees, ·showing parties' names, case no., 
to fee book. Alpho indexed by narnes of plain-
200 PP• 14 x 10 xi. Sheriff's vault. 

8.5. CRilVIIHAL F'EE BILLS, 1921--. 2 vols. 1924-29, missing. 
Carbon copies of original fee bills in criminal cases in circuit court, 
showing style of cuse, itemiz8d list of costs and fees, fines, na.n.1es of 
witnesses, fees, total, clerk's receipt for payment. Alph. indexed by 
name of defendant. Hd'i:lo on ptd. form. 250 pp. 18 x 12 x 2. 1 vol., 
1921-23, sheriff's vault~ 1 vol., 1930--, cir •. clerk's office. 

86. CIVIL FEE BILLS, 1920--. 3 vols. 
Carbon copies of original fee bills in civil cases in circuit court, show­
ing case no., names of litigants, itemized list of fees, names of v1itnesses, 
amount due, clerk's certificates of correctness, clerk's receipt. 1920-29, 
chrono arr. No index. 1930--, alpho indexed by name of witness. Hdw. on 
ptdc, form. 400 ppo 18 x 12 x 2. 2 vols., 1920-29, St1_eriff's vault; 1 vol., 
1930--, cir. clerk's vault •. 

87. JUROR'S FEE DOOK, 1858--. 3 vols. (1-3). 
Record of fees payable to jurors for service rendered in circuit court, sho\~ 
ing juror's name, days served and per diem, amount, date certificate issued, 
to ;;.rhom, v1arra.nt no. Alph. indexed by nrune of juror. Hdw. on ptd. form. 
412 PP. 16 x 12 x lj·. 2 vol so, 1858-1928, sheriff's vault~ 1 vole, 1929--, 
Clro clerk's office. 

88. CIRCUIT CLERJ(' S Ci~SH STATEMENT, 1920-220 1 vol. 
List of funds received by circuit clerk's office, showing month, items, 
amounts, -total, clerk's affidavit to board of supervisors as to corre?t­
ness. Chron. arr. No index. Hduo on ptcl. form. 100 PP• 14 x 10 x -2-. 
Ciro clerk's office •. 



Circuit Clerk, Certificates ( 89-94) 

Certificates 

89. JU1i.OR'S CERTIFICATES, 1916--. 2 volso 1926-29, missi~1go 
Stubs oi' certificates issued by circuit clerk to jurors to obtain uarrants 
in p~tymant of jury service, sho·Nin~-s no o, d.&te, payee, ds.ys, li'1ilo~1.ge, ,~tnd 
amounto Chrono arr. No index. HdYT. on ptd. formo 150 pp. 20 x 12 )( 1. 
1 vo_lo, 1916-25, sheriff's vault; 1 volo, 1930--, cir o clerk 1 s office. 

90. STATE . .'ITNESS CERTIFIC.t-~1I1ES, J.886--. 2 vols. 1890-19 28, missing. 
Stu·bs of certifica.tes issued to obtain warrants in pci.yrnent of wi tn0sses 
in criminal c,:.:.ses tried in circuit court, shov1ing cer-tificate no., case no., 
de:te, ~1itnesses affidavit of appeart~nce, payee, da.ys, mileage, u.rnount, and 
clerk's signature. Chrono urro No index. Hdw. on ptdo form. 150 i:JP• 
16 x 14 x &. 1 vol., 1886-89, sheriff's vault; 1 volo, 1929--, cir. clerk's 
officeo 

Poll and Regis~rution Records 

9lo REGISTRhTION BOOKS? 1867--. 101 vols. 
Registr::,1.tion of pers ans de siring to vote in -the county, showing no., date 
of registri;.1..tion, nnme of elector, u .. i;e, color, occup£J.tion~ place of business, 
employer, residence, O(:i..th, elector's signature. A.lph. indexed by name of 
registrant. Hdw. on ptd. formo 100 pp. 18 .x 14 xi:··• 16 vols., lti67-75, 
county jail; 66 vola., 1876-1933, sheriff's vault; 19 vols., 1934--, cir. 
clerk's office. 

92. PRIMARY POLL BOOKS, 1867--. 232 vols. 
P~rgsd list of voters by districts and precincts obtained from the regis­
tration books, shovving district no., registratio.n noo, date, nzLe1e, sex, 
age, color, votinf; record. Alph. indexed by name of vot.er. Hd111. on ptd. 
form. 100 PP• 14 x 12 x 1. 14 volso, 1867-1912, county jail; 180 volf;., 
1913-33, sheriff's vc:.ult; 38 vols.,, 1934--, cir. clerk's office. 

93. REGIST~R OI' CONVICTS, 1891-1928. 1 vol. Discontinued. :E'or re-
giste!' of coavict s 1929--, see execution ctocket, entry 77. 

Record. of criminal convictions in circuit court, kept ·0y clerk to prevant 
those found guilty of' felonies from voting, sho'-Iring nime, offense, d:.1te 
indict ad, court, d~Lt0 r.aturned, date of trial, sentence, vol. ~lnd pc.Lge 
rdference to minutcf3, just-ice of pec.ce court fro1J which a_;_)pe;.:.· .. led, county 
... , • 1 , ·±·· t . . ·1 k 1, . ~ , , f . .., co WlllC.L1 cer-r, 1 1c....;. e 1s is suec .. , romc..r s. .H .. p.r.1. inct~;:xe c.:. o y n~:.rne o · con vie G. 

Heh.;. on ptdo form. 200 pp. 16 x. 12 x ·1-i-• Cir. clerk's office. 

94. RECORD OF CERTIF'ICA.TES TO VOTE, 1935--. 1 vol. 
C ., . f' ' . f.... .1. • cl ' . .. 1 11 1-L-~roon cop10s o · cer1,ji-icc.ues issue "to votors 1.:v-no ;_:.-.re egc:. y e~~emp·v 
fr·om p:.:.ying poll tax b0cb_use of age or infirmity, shov1ing no., name, pre­
cinct, signc .. turo of circuit clerk, recJ.son for ex;Jmptionj affidavit of 
voter •.. Ch:ron. o..rr. No index. Hcl-;,1. on ptdo .form. 400 pp. 18 x. 12 x. 3o 
rt• ~ k' ft .... vir. cier~ so ~ice. 



(95-100) 

950 POLL TAX_R~CEIPrS (Duplicates), 1935--. 2 vols. 
Duplicate copies of poll tax receipts, shoYdng receipt no., district, pre­
cinct, date,: taxpayer, amount, sheriff's signature. Chron. arr. No index. 
Hdwo on ptd. form. 300 PP• 18 x 10 x 2. Ch. clerk's office. 

Marriages 

96. MARRLA.Gi~ RECORDS, 1809--. 32 vols. ( 1-31, 1 unnumbered)• 
Record of marriage li~enses issued white and ~olored persons, and marriages 
perform.ed in the county, showing names of contracting parties, age, address, 
color, affidavit of circuit clerk, record of license issued, record of mar~ 
riagej certificate of person officiating. Hdw. on ptd. form. 500 pp. 20 x 
12 x 2. 30 volso, 1809-1935~ sheriff's vault; 2 vols., 1936--, cir. clerk's 
office. 

97. INDEX TO RECORD OF MARRIAGES, 1807-;_o 3 vols. (1-3). 
Direct and reverse index to marriage records, showing name of male~ name of 
female, day, n1011th, year, vol o and r,age of' marriage record. Alph~ indexed 
by names of gro01n and brideo Hdw. on vtd. form. 300 PP• 18 x 12 x 2. Cir. 
clerk's office. 

Licenses 

98. R.i1~CORD OF PHYSICIANS AND SURG.B::ONS, 1824-27 • 1 vol. 
Record of licer1ses granted physicia.n::1 and surgeons to practice in the coun­
ty, showing state,. district~- authorization to practice, qualifications and 
name of applicant, signature· of president of board of censors, d~te record­
ed~ Chrono arr. No index. Hdw. 200 pp. 16 x 10 x 1. Sheriff's vault~ 

09· ✓ • R]f;CoRD OF' PHYSICIAN3', pp.,;\H.MACISTS', AND DENrISTS' LICENSES, 
1882--. 3 vols~ 

Registration of licenses issued physicians, pharmacists, and dentists to 
praetice in Amite Cou11ty, shov,ing license no~, to whom is.sued, purpose, 
college attended, personal reference~1, date issued by state· board of health, 
and signature of clerko . Chron. arr. No index·o Hdvv~ on ptd. form. 212 PP• 
16 x 12 x 1. Ciro clerk's office. 

Naturalization Records 

100. NATUR .. A.LIZ . .A.:rror,( R:}C0RDS,. 1917-200 1 
Record of persons naturalized as citizens of U. 
of witness~ final oath ancl. certificate. Chron. 
form. 295 pp. 18 x 12 x l·~. Sheriff's vault. 

vol. 
,., 
.:j, 0' 
arr. 

sho~ing petitioD, oath 
No i1.1.dexo Hd-~1. on ptdo 



V. C OUN'I'Y C OUR£ 

On February 28, 1799, three county courts, each 11v'ith separate and dis­
tinct jurisdiction, were established in each of the two counties then exist­
ing in the Ivlississippi Territory, Adams and Pickering (now Jefferson). These 
courts were called the general quarter sessions of the peace, the court of 
common pleas, and the cour-t of probate. This_ three~court system was set up 
by Territorial Governor Winthrop Sargent and the Territorial Judges, sitting 
as a judicial legislature. Governor Sargent who had been secretary of the 
Northwest Territo1...:y, was appointed by President John Adams and given exten­
sive pov,ors including the appointment of all civil officers. V{ith the assist­
ance of the judges he framed, promulgated, interpreted and executed the 36 
laws written between li'ebruary 28, 1799 and October 30, 1800 into "Sargent's 
Code•t, if it may be called by that name, Mississippi's first set of. laws. 
The original hologrpah of this instrument is on exhibition in the 3tate 
Depa_rtment of Archives and History in Jackson, ]11ississippi and is the only 
copy available in the state. 

vlJhen the Mississippi Terri·tory _was organized April 8, 1798, the Ordinance 
of the Nort-hwestern 'rerritory (1787) was made its basic law with the exception 
of the clause prohibit,ing slavery. The Ordinance required the Territorial 
officials to frame laws adopted from those of the Original Thirteen States, 
but from the first the officials favor~d enacting original laws contending 
that no state had laws suited to the needs of the western frontier postso 
·rhere has been much controversy as to the sincerity of Governor Sargent, for 
the laws he and the judges wrote gave to themselves and to the officials .he 
appointed, a multiplicity of fees, mainly ferry tolls, tavern licenses, and 
court fees o 

The code provided for the appointment of justices of the peace and of 
the quorum in every county and the records show that the same men often held 
the offices of justice of the peace, of the general quarter sessions of the 
peace, of the court of conman pleas, and of the court of .probate. The general 
quarter sessions met ·on the first I:Ionday in May, August, No.vember, and February, 
the court of common pleas on the fallowing V{ednesday (all or any three of the 
justices of each court_ consti·tuting a quoruin), and the court of probate on the 
succeeding 3aturday. Appeal from these courts could be made to the supreme 
court of ·lihe Territory con1poseu of the Territoriai judges appointed by the 
President. ~ach and every justice of the inferior courts could hold hearings 
out of sessions and it was incun1be11t Ltpon all of thern to assist in quelling 
riots, routs, and unlavvful assesmblies. 

·rhe c.ounty courts were established to meet the exigencies of a period 
characterized ·by persistent litigation, offenses against property, non-pay.;. 
merrt of debts, and the con'llllitting of petty rnisden1eanors. The heterogeneous 
population of the Territory \Vas concentrated in and around Natchez, a typ.;. 
ical Mississippi River town which had grown up under the successive domina­
tions of France, Great Britain, and Spain. That Governor 3argent 5.nd the 
judges. acted from necessity in assuming comprehensive pov1ers for themselves 
and for the courts may have been unavoidable under the existing circumstances, 
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County Court 

but representatives of the people denounced his laws in Congr0ss as voracious 
and disgraceful and he and his appointees were universally unpopular in the 
Territory. 

The court of general quarter sessions of the peace as organized by 
3argent 's Code 5 1799, ·was given 5 in addition to its judicial functions, pow­
ers of county administration and of equity. 

As a court of eyer and terminer it vras assigned cognizance in petit 
crimes cJ..:nd misdemeanors in which the punishment was fine only 9 not to exceed 
$8 and costs and in all crimes and misde1neanors wherein the punishment did 
not extend to life, limb, imprisonment for more than one year or the for­
feiture of e;oo\'~:=i and chattels or land and tenements to the rrerritoria.1 ;.;ov­
ernmento Larce'nv cases in which the value of the artic.les stolen was ... :- more .. 
than $3 were triable before th.is court o If the amount was under $3s any 
justice of the peace had jurisdiction, but the trial could be held before 
the quarter sessions if ·l:;he offr.,nder asked for it and could furnish accept­
able bond. ·rhe court could direct writs or pr0cepts and issue forth subpoe­
nas and other warrants into other counties sun.11no11ing or bringing witnesses 
int c court to give evidence, and it could fine for refusal or failure to 
serve on a jury or an inquest. By the law written October 20, 1800, the 
justices of the general quarter sessions ·were directed to summon 32 free .. 
holderB to serve as jurors during Bessio.ns of the supreme court. At the 
same tii:1e the cour·t; was authorized to grant original attachments against 
the estates of fleeing debtors. 

T'he laYv of April 12, 1799 made it mandatory when a prisoner or. pris­
oners for debt escapa:lfrom an insecurely kept jail, that the court of 
comson pleas pay the. sur.a ·or sums for whic:h the prisoner or priso11ers stood 
committed antl assess the amount against _the county as taxes. In this con­
nection the general quarter sessions was given povver to appoint an agent 
or att;orney to appear in behalf of, and defend the county in the event the 
court of common pleas did not pay the loss or losses and the complainant 
sued to recovero 

As a county adrninistra:tive body the court of general quarter sessions 
was empowered to divide the county- into townships, and appoint annually in 
each township one or more constables and one or 1nore overseers of the poor·. 
It vra.s as:3i6ned the important function of estimating the arnount necessary 
to meet the average annual expenses of the county, and it was given com­
plete jurisdiction over -che building and maint.enance of all public roads 
(Laws of April 12~ 1799) o Duties in this capacity included appointing a 
proper ntunbor of highway supervisors or overseers in each tovn1ship; appoint~ 
ing three disinterested men to vievr and examine the route of a proposed road 9 
ordering a surveyor with two other men to measure the route; and construct­
ing and maintaining bridgeso It was required -to inquire into the state of 
prisoners in jails and see that the jails were c.lean and sem..1reo The county 
coroner certified his inquisitions to this court and the sheriff and the 
jailer made regular reports to it. 
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The Lavv of April 15, 1'799 authorized the 6eneral quarter sessions to 
appoint men to adjust boundary disputes betw.een individuals~ and men to view 
and dec,ide on the height and efficiency of fences o 011 Iday 25, 1799 an emer­
gency measure gave tho governor po"liver to eGtablish ferries and it specified 
~hr:-tt the court fix the ferry ratet~ from time to tin1eo The LaYi of Septf.n:!ber 
21~ 1799, r·scognizing the increasing importance of c.otton-growing in the 
Territory, delegated the court to recommend sufbable persons to be app.ointed 
by the governor as inspectors of cotton~ cotton gins~ and cotton pre~ses. 

The governor issued all license □ to taverns 5 ~lehouses, dramshops, and 
pu.blic houaes but it \Vas necessary for applicants to obtain a recorm11e11dation 
from the court of general quarter·sessions and pay the clerk of the court a 
fee of $25. 

As equitable functions the quarter sessions cou .. ld bind out minor child­
ren of the poor 5. the males until they were 21 years of age, and -the fem.ales 
until they were 18~ and the· court c·ould hear and determine all complaints 
of these minors bound out o 

rrhe court of common pleas~ judicial and administrative rival of the 
quarter sessiona of the peace, was the superior court of law with general 
original civil jurisdiction~ the cognizance of high crimes being given to 
the supreme court o 

As a court of judicatu~e it vvas direct0d to "hold pleas of assize j 
sciro_facias, replevins 5 and hear and determine all manner of pleasj ac­
tions, suitr::, s and causes of a civil natv.re, real, personal, and mixed" 
(Laws of li'ebruary 28., -1799). Its jurisdiction in actions f.or debts ex­
tended to cases in which the amount involved was more than $200 Under the 
provis-ions of an act entitled 11A lavv for the. easy and speedy reco'\t-ery of 
small debts" written April 13 ~ 1_799 any justice of the cjourt of comm.on 
pleas ( or any justic~ of the pec:_ce) could ou.rn.n1arily render judgment in 
cases not exceeding $20s. and impri3on debtors if the judgment were not 
paido When the amourrc was $8 and less~ there vva.s no appealo rrhe court as 
a 1ivhole~ and the judges individually, had po-wer to imprison for debt. and 
grant vvri-ts of attachment o It could fine not in excess of $50 any person 
appoirrted to the office of constable who refused to accept the office or 
fulfill its duties (Law of October 5, 1799)" By the same act the court 
was authorized to try cases of violation of the lavv relative to the inspec­
tion of cotton, c,otton gins, and C;otton presses o On September 21~ 1799, 
single justices vi.1ere e .. ssigned the duty of hearing suits arising froff,. the 
int reduction of cattle infected Vliith contagious distemper Q 

In adi:ri.nistrative matters,. the court of common pleas ·was 6iven power 
to appoint biennially with the approbation of the governor 9 corrrr;iissioners 
to apportion taxes o _ Likewise it could appoint three or more commissioners 5 

also Vfith the approbation of the governor, to assess the taxes 5 L!Sint; the 
budget e.stimate t1E1.de by the quarter sessions as the basis of the assessment o 

The ,.:;ourJ~ of comrnon pleas was given the pov.rer to borrow money (La1.:v of 
April 12 5 1799), to erect a courthouse and a j~ilj pillories~ stocks and 
i~vhipping post·, to issue warrants to the county treasurer 5 and through its 
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prothonotary to certify the accounts of commissioners. Together with the 
quarter sessions it shared the duty of providing bridges when the cost vvas 
considered ~oo burdensome to the taxpayers. 

'I'he quarter sessions was charged with the responsibility of keeping 
the jail secure but the court of common pleas was directed to pay the sun1 
or sums for which a prisoner or prisoners for debt stood committed if the 
prisoner or prisoners escaped, and assess the amount against the county as 
taxesQ I-t could fine escaped prisoners not more than $100 or sentence them 
to 11ot more than 40 lashes. · 

By the law of February 28, 1799, the. judge of the c:ourt of probate was 
required to call to his assistance in certain matt~rs, two justices of the 
court of common pleas. 

A judge of probate was appointed in each county (Law of February 28, 
1799), 11vhose duty it was to take proof of last ~vills and testaments, grant 
letters testan1entary and of administration and "to do and perform ev,Jry_,. 
matter and thing, that doth, or by law may, appertain to the probate office., 
excepting the rendering of· definite sentence and final decrees" o This judge 
held four sessions each year and. such special sessions as he deemed expedient, 
but in all cases in which it v.-·as necessary -tha·,t he render .a d0finitive sen• 
tenc.e or a final decree and upon a contested point it was ntandatory that two 
justices of the cou~·t of comrnon pleas sit with him as the court of probate in 
making decisions in these matters (ibid.). 

The law stipulated that the judge record last wills and testaments and 
make entries of granting letters tes·taraentary and of adlninistra.tion, and 
that he receive 7 pu-t 011 file, and care:fully preaerve all bonds., inventoriesj 
accoun-ts, and other documerits o He vv-as given jurisdiction in the matter of 
minor·s, idiots, and of persons non compos n1entis, and he cou1d appoint guard­
ians for them and their childreno 

011 December 10, 1807, the Territorial general·assembly established a 
single county court in each county to supersede the inferior court sy.stem 
set up by Governor Sargent ( Touln-iins Digest;- 1807; cha pt·. X.XVIIl) • By the 
act ·the go-vernor was empowered to appoint and commission five persons in 
every county as ju.s-cice·or the peace and of'the quorum to hold county court. 
One of the justices \Vas macle ·chief justice of the orphans' court and. all of 
the justices, or any three of them, held county court and orphans' court at 
designated terniS. To this court were delegated many of the judicial, and 
all of the a&ninistrative and equitable functions vested in the three ear­
lier courtso 

As e~ court of law it \VElS give11 cognizance in suits in which the :prin­
cipal of the arnount involved did not exceed $200 ( Toulmin's Digest, 1807 ~ 
part v, chapto 1) o In criminal procedure three of the justices sitting 
with two justice a of the peace trieci slaves charged with treas on, felony, 
and other .-;rirnes a.:nd. misd0meanors {Turner's Digest, 1816; P• 223, art. 43, 
seco LVIT), and in such canes 9 by a una11jmous verdict the court could 
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inflict the sentenc.e of death. Out of sessions, s.ingle. justices of the 
county court exercised powers cott1parable -co those of the .,justices of the 
peace (see Jus~ie:c of the Peace). 

As a court of equity the c:ourrty court and/or orphans' court, was allot~ 
ted full authority to take the probate of wills and conveyances of real and 
o·cher estates and record themo It could issue letters testamentary and of 
administration and administer the affairs of orphans (ibid •. , P• 131, art .• 2., 
sece· XII; PP• 432-451, arts. lreit47). Until December 15, 1815 the county court 
heard the petitions of slaves claiming their freedom (¼bi~•, P• 390, art. 33t 
sec. I) o The orphans 1. court passed on the credentials of ordination of min­
isters and authorized them to solemnize marriage ceremonies (ibid., p. 328~ 
art. I, sec. I), and through its register or clerk issued marria2~e licenses 
(ibido, P• 329, art~ 4, sec. V). 

In its adminis-trative capacitie~ the county court had full power and 
authority to establish and maintain roads, bridges and ferries, fix· ferry 
rates (1,urner•s Digest, 1816; PP• 291~297; art~ I-II), and mark and lay out 
prison bounds and rules of prisons (ibid., P• 133, art~ 6, sec. XXIII)~ ~s 
counties were established their county cour-ts had been directed by the or.­
ganization acts to erect courthouses and jails and keep the.m in repair (ibid., 
PPo 85~124, Cou11ti,3s ,. To-wns and Court~Houses) ~ Sin1ilarly, the co.urt;s had 
been empowered to levy taxes, but on December 17, 1812i an act of the general 
assembly made the county court the tax~levying body with power to direct 
appropriation of the money which came into the county treasury (~_pi9:.~., pp. 
411-412, arto 34, sec. l; arto 36~ sec. IV; ait. 38, sec. VI)o The court· 
was authorized to clear and open navigable streams by the act.of March 1, 
1805 (~b2-d•, ppo 292-307, arts-. 1-38) and from March 4, 18o3 until December 
12, 1812, it Wd.S commissione.d to erect a public pound at the ~.espective . 
courthouses and appoint a keeper (ibid., pp. 391~3921 arts~- l.;.6) •· It li­
censed taverns and retailers of spirituous liquors, and fixed their rates 
and prices (;ibid., p. 397, arts. 1-2, sec. I-II); it licensed grist mills, 
saw mills, and c.otton gins and fixed their rates (ibid., PP• 344-347, arts~ 
1-12), and it licensed billiard tables, ·the fee being $100 (illi•·, P• 241, 
art •. 109, sec.- VI). By ·the act of December 24~ 1812 the county court vras 
directed to appoint inspectors to superintend elections for members of the 
house of representatives (ibid., Pe 257, art. 6, seco VII). It was assigned 
the duty of making. reasonable allovrance to clerks, sheriffs, and constables 
for their public services in either county court or superior (circuit) court,· 
not to exceed $50 yearly for she.riffs and clerks and $1.00 a day to con­
stables for necessary attendance in superior court (Turner's Digest, 1816; 
PPo 273-274, art., 12, sec •. II). 

The constitution adopted in 1817., the year lJiississippi became a state, 
made no definite provision for the perpetuation of the county court other 
than specifying that the legislature could direct and estabJ_ish such infe­
rior courts as it considered necessary (Constitution of 1817, arto V9 

sec. 1). · 
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By ·the act .of February 5, 1818 (Laws of Ivliss. !) 1818; pC> 58), a county 
court was eatablished consisting of a chief jus-tice and two associato jus­
tices elected by a joint vote of both houses of the general assembly and 
commissioned by the governor as justices of the peace and of the quorum to 
serve during good behavior and to hold court four times annually a 

This court had jurisdic:tion in probate natters and in the administra­
tion of orphans' business, co.ntrol of county police, cognizance in ·t;he 
trial of slaves and all powers of county administration _given by the laws 
of Mississippi 1'erritory at the ti1ne of the adoption of the constitution 
of 1817. "fhe c.our·t was authorized by the act to lease the lands given to 
Mississippi by the United States (sixteenth section lands) and provide for 
the erection of one or more schools. Leases were to be for no longer than 
three years and the lands were to be protected against i111proper waste of 
soil and timber. On February 20, 1819 {laws of Miss o » 1819 9 Po 72), two 
associate just ices were adg.ed tQ the court. ··Auth~rity wa!3 giv.en it· to' ~ 

recommend justices of the peace, coun·cy surveyors, rangers~ and co11stabl0s 
to the governor for appoirrbment, and it was delegated exclusive original and 
final jurisdiction in capital crimes committed by slaves • 

• 
1rhe county court was relieved of its probate povvers on Novernber 28, 

1821 when the general asse1nbly created a court of probate headed by a single 
justice. 'I'o this court ifirere given the powers of th~ orphans'· court and the 
regiBtry of deeds (Laws of Ivlisso, 1821; P• 37) o By the same act a boctrd of 
county commissioners \Vas created in each county, a c:onnnissioner from. each 
captain's district, and to, this body was delegated all the power of the 
cou11ty court with respect to roads, highways, ferries and bridges o Hov1everlil 
the court appointed these commissioners and the chief justice of the courJG 
served as president of the·board. 

The county court still retained, in addition to i·bs civil jurisdiction, 
its powers in taxation, licensing, elections, and in the erection or pur­
chase of public buildings. 

On June 28, 1822 by a law entitled ''An act to reduce into one, the sev­
eral acts and parts of acts concerning the establishment, jurisdiction and 
powers of the inferior courts of law'' a county court, composed of a judge 
of probate as presiding justice and two associate juBtices, was created 
(Laws of Missa~ 1822; P• 128). Original jurisdiction in suits ranging 
bet·ween $20 and $50 ·was given this court togethe:r v1ilih administrative func­
tions, including erecting-public buildings, making allowances for clerks' 
supplies and equipment, caring for the poor, and auditing and allowing all 
accounts\) For the first time: the justices were not justices of the peace, 
the law specifying that no justice of the county court could hold concur­
rently the office of county treasurer, surveyor, ranger or justice of the 
peace ( ibi£•) • 

The civil cognizance of the county court was terniinated by· th~ act of 
January ·23, 1824 when all causes and demands of more than $20 were trans­
ferred to the circuit court (Lavvs of r~iiss o, 1824; p 106) o Jurisdiction in 
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-the trial of slaves was retained by the county court as was the power to 
allow -the county treasurer as salary five percent of all monies paid in except 
those levied for the use of the poor. 

'rhe constitution of 1832 abolished the county court by ;_;iving it-s admin­
istrative duties to a county board of police and dividing its judicial func~ 
tions between a newly created court of probates, a superior court of chan­
cery, a circuit cour·~, and justices of the peace courts (Constitution of 
1832;.arto IV, secso l, 14-16, 18, 20, 23). 

After a lapse of 33 years the county court ·was restored November 24~ 
1865 (La\vs of Miss., 1865; Po 66) in the lnidst of the chaotic conditions 
that prevailed after the close of the vVar. The c:ourts were held once a 
month in each county, and special courts 1:1ith the same name and powers were 
established in the towns (called police districts in the act) of Jackson, 
Corinth, Grenade., Meridian, and Okolona. 

The probate judge vra.s made president of this court with two associates 
selected from -their own nu.r11ber by the justices of the peace for the county. 
Civil jurisdiction given it embraced civil suits a-I; law and equityj includ­
ing ejectments, in which the principal of the amount in cor1troversy did not 
exceed $250, providing the debts were incurred after the passage of the act. 
No limit was placed on actions in replevin and the court, was not given 
power to try cases of forcible errbry and unlawful detainer. Criminal cog-.. 
nizance, concurrer1t v1ith that of the circuit al:ld chancery courts, exter1ded 
to offense:3 less -than felonies and the court was aut.horized -to inflict the 
punishment of suspending convic·ted culprits by the thumbs not n1ore than two 
hours in 24 over a period of not more than -tei--1 days o Jtirisdiction in cases 
where the c.ha.rge was obtaind..ng goods, money or other property by false 
pretense was lirnited t;o $100. The court was empo·vvered to appoint a county 
prosecuting attorney V✓ho was given a f·ee of $5 for each prosecution. It 
could r~nder final decisions on cases appealed fro1n justices I or mayors' 
courts. Suits and prosecutions originating in the c,ounty court could be 
appealed, under certain conditions, to the circuit court. 

By the act of October 30, 1866 (Laws of Ivfiss a, 1866; pD 1), the pro .. 
bate judge was made the sole judge of the county courts including those in 
the t O"vvns. Case$ of ass&ult 9 as:.-1ault and battery in iiV'hich no deadly v1oapon 
was alleged to have been used, of petit larency under $10, and the trying of 
several other stall offenses were given to the justices of' -the peE.tce; the 
office of county attorney was made elective; and the terms of court v1ere set 
at various intervals ranging from once a month to once in six months o 

1rhe constitution of 1869 conferred the jurisdiction of the county courts 
on the circuit courts, on the chancery _courts, and on the justice of the 
peace courts (Constitution of 1869; art. VI, secs a 14, 16, 23) j and in 1870 
(Laws of I11liss o) 1870; cha pt o XIII), the legislature abolished the county 
courts. 

In 1926 the legislature enacted a lav1 (Laws of Liiss., 1926; chapt. 131), 
which rnade mandatory the esta.blishrnent of a county· court in any county hav­
ing: a permanent population of more than 35,000, Qr, not having such popula-
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tion, an assesued valuation of real and personal property exceeding $17,000, 
000; and in neither event, having a municipality of 5,000 or more inhabitants o 

Counties unable to meet these conditio11s may establish county courts by means 
of a sp0cial election (Miesa Code, 1930; scco 693). 

Jurisdiction given the county court in 1926 is concurrent with that; of 
-tho justice of the peace court in both cj_vil and criminal 1natters ai'1d iG con""" 
current with jurisdiction of tho chancery and circuit c.ourts in matterf3 of 
law and equity in which the principal of the amount involved ir1 -the litiga- .. 
tion does not exceed $1,000. The county court was also given exclusive ju­
riodi"ction in the following matters in 1ivhich jurisdiction had been exercised 
by tho justice of -the peace courts; eminent domain, the partition of personal 
property, and in actions of unlawful entry and detainer (Misso Codej 1930; 
SOCSa 693, 706)0 

The judGe of the cou11ty court is elected every four years by the qual­
ified voters of the q·ounty (~!?_i~_o, sec. 6<J7) o The circuit clerk is also clerk 
of the county cour·t; and as such keeps. all its records ( ib?-.1•, sec o 699). Ap­
peals from lower courts can be taken to the county courts (ibido, sec. 705), 
and appeals from -the county court may be made ·to higher courts {ibido, t3ec. 
704). --

County court vms maintained in Amite County from 1809, whon the county 
·was es·t-ablished, until 1832, wher1 the court was abolishe~ in favor of the 
courts of -police and probate. It was revived a.gain in 1865 and abolished 
again in 1870. lJo county·., court exists in Ari.lite 9ounty at t.his tirne· (1937). 
The county doe~:1 no·t meet the conditions that 1uak:e the establishment of the 
court mandatory, and the electorate has not seen fit to create the cov.r·t 
through a special election. 

1010 RECORD OF COUNrY COURT OF c.TU3TICE, 1807-23. 3 vols. 
Proceedings in criminal and civil cases tried in county court, showing style 
of case~ organization of court, names of jurors summoned~ criminal and civil 
matters· presented, decrees, and orders of court. Alph. indexed by name of 
defendant. Hdwe 200 PP• 14 x 10 x 1·} and 430 pp. 18 x 12 x 2. County jail. 

Juotice of the pee-.ce courts ~vere .3stablish0d by Territorial Governor 
·winthrop 32..rgent and the Territorial J·udges on February 28, 1199 i1'!. th0 
newly-organized counties of Adams and Pickering (novl Jefferson) o Th~. jus­
tices of thesG courts ·were given po1JV8l'"' to hear a.nd determine pet it cri111es 
a11d misdemeanors in which the punishment "Has fine only, and they were assigned 
cogz1izance in pecuniary matters in v:hich the principal of the amount involved 
did not .exceed $8 (Sargent's CodG, 1799 ~ A La-rv Establishing Court a of Ju­
dicature; original holograph, Departr.ient of Archives a.rid. Hiatory, Jackson, 
Mississippi). · 
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rl'hey were further e!npowered to issue process to run throughout the 
Territory for the apprehension of criminals, -to take all manner of recog­
nizances ·with or without surety for good behavior, to keep the peaces and 
for appearance -at a superior judiciary; ancl to issue writs of attachment 
( except for rents or where the title of real estate came in question), also 
to run throughout the Terr~tory, returnable to the county court (ibi~.)o 
By the provisions of an act entitled 0A La\v for the Easy and i:3peedy Recovery 
of Small Debts", written April 13, 1799, any justic.e of the peace (or justice 
of the court of con11non pleas) oould summarily render judr_;ment in cases in 
which the dem:ind was not more tha11 $20, and imprison debtors if the judbment 
were not paid. Vfnen the: amount was $8 and less~ there v1as no appeal (!.!Jid.). 

The justices of the peace were delegated to ait i11. the court of general 
quarter sessions of the peace (see County Court), one of the three county 
courts organized by Governor Sargent, and. they vvere given jurisdiction in 
the legal retsulation of slaves except in capital offensen, the punishment 
consisting of not, more than 39 lashes and/or fines imposed on the rnasters 
( ib~.) o Complaints in cases of forcible entry and detainer and unla·w·ful 
detainer were heard and determined by jus-tic,es of the · peace (!..bid .. o) , and 
by the act of li'ebruary 10, 1805 trial by jv.ry ·we,s made mandatory (Toulmin'a 
Digest, 1807; P• 263). Appeals from judgments of the justices of the peace 
could be taken to ·the court of common pleas (Sargent's Code, 1799) o 

These officials -,.vere appointed by the governor to serve during good 
behavior and in their capacities as justices of the p0ace and of the quorum 
(court of general quarter sessions) they became important and powerful in 
county judicial and adi11inistrative affairso They were not required to make 
bond· and at first there was 110 restriction on their holding other county 
offices. 

The law of February 10, 1807 which consolidated the three county courts 
established by Governor Sargent specified that the: c_ounty court should be 
composed of "five persons in ever.y coun-ty •••• who shall be justices of the 
peace and of the quorurn" {Touln1in 's Digest, 1807; P• 90) ~ thus continuing 
tho requirment tha·t; justices of the county court should be justices of the 
peace primttrily. .By the same act -the civil cognizance of the justice court 
w·a.s extended to include debts unde1-- $20 origination -by contract ( ~1?}-,9-_o, P• 
88, sec o 5); justices· were authorized to act as coroners ·when there ·~1as no 
coroner in the county (ibid.,, P• 223, sec. 6); the granting of original 
writs ·of attachment against- estates of fleeing debtor·s, returnable to county 
court w.ith the stipulation that the justice of the peace ·who tried the appealed 
ce..Ge could not sit in the county court hearing the case (ibido~ P• 89, seco 7) • .... . .... . 

On Dece1nber 27, 1814 a law enacted by the 6eneral assembly gave the ju­
stices of the peace jurisdiction in pecuniary demands up to $50 based on con­
traet (Turner's Digest, 1816; po 216, art. 5, sec. I)~ and authorized them 
to issue search v,1arrants (ibid.~ P• 225, art. 51, seco XII) 5 to take vol­
untary inforrnat :i.on (~bid., po 324f art. 22, sec o XXII); to fine for contempt 
not to exceed $6 and hlprison for contempt not more than six hours (!._bi_i., 
p. 324, art. 23, sec. XX.IV). They were empowered likewise to act as notaries 
public v,rhen the notary was absant or incapable of actil"1g (ibidos p. 325, art. 
26, seco XXVIII). By art. 6, seco II of the same act, justices of the peace 
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y,rere dir<;cted to 11 cau;30 f£~ir entricjs to be niado in bookG to bo by them pro­
viJ.od for that purpoae" of tho proceedings of cases heard before them. 

Tho firfJt conotitution of Mississippi provided for tho appoi11t1nont of 
& compatdnt nwnber of justic·es of th0 peace il'l each county, and allotted 
th,3m jurisdiction in all civil causes in which the amount did not excoed 
$50 (Constitution of 1817; art. V, soc. 8). 

A 1uov0rnent to reorganize the judicial syst0rn of the state culmi11at0d 
in o.c-tt-; in 1822 which established not less than on0 11or mor0 than two jus­
·ticos of tho pGace in each captain's (militia) district, -co be appointed 
for Lhroo yoc..rB by -th0 governor on thG r0comm011da-tion of ·iihe county court 
(Poinduxtor's Codd, 1323; chu.pt. 8, pp. 19-27). Justic_os wor:; prohibited 
from actinE, as at·torneya in the e:ounty for which -they waro appoint0d~ but 
in 1827 ·t.his cln.uoe Vlf.·:~o r,3p1J£} .. lad virit.h tho pro-vision th::.:t 110 attorney could 
e..ppo::~r in .:.:.n:,, ct:.s0 which he had d0cidod as just:i.J0 of tho poa.co (Lc:Lws of 
Miss.~ 1827; p. 116). In 1822 it ws.s Ul[;.dG unlawful for froGholdors or 
housc,hold0rB ·to be sued in any civil cas,3 in a~1y justice court out of the 
limits of tha captain's district in which they lived or in which the debt 
or tleum.nd originat.ed (Laws of Miss., 1822; P• 109). By the act of January 
30, 1830 justic.es of the peace for the first time were required to 1nake 
bond, the la\·; stipulating the.:t thoy giv:3 bond of not less than $500 or more 
than [~5000 to bo approved by ·the judr;e of probate (La\vs of l~i:iss e ~ 1830; 
P• 215) • 

The legal authority of the county couri.i was gradually di111inished (see 
County Court) and in 1830 judgments obtained and executions issued in jus­
tice of the peace courts '\!Vere given equa.l dignity with those of the circuit 
court except in na't;ters involving la:r:1d (Laws of Miss., 1830; p. 122), and 
appealfJ from justice courts were r.ru:1.de triable before other ju:3tices of the 
peace or a single justice of tho peace ~ith a jury of five, the justice try­
in.; tho case originally not to participate in tha appeal hdarings (ibid., 
P• 119) • 

In 1833, pursuant to the provisions of the revised constitution of 1832 
(art-o V, sec. 8), laws v1ere enacted. making the office of the justice of the 
peace elective, shortening its term to t·i:10 years, a11d giving it jurisdiction 
in civil causes up to $50 (Laws of Misa., 1833; P• 57). By t·he same lav1 not 
less than one not more tha~ two justices were to be elected fr01n each county 
district, the districts being the same as those laid off for the election of 
the me1~bers of the ne"'Nly-organized board of polic:e (see Board of Supervisors)~ 

By the act of February 26, 1836 justices of the pee .. ce ·were 1mdG ex-offi­
cio notaries pu.blic and v1ere required to keep ci. s0pa:cats and ·distinct reg­
ister of their acts in. a notarial capacity (La·vvs of l:Jiss., 1836 9 p. 99). 

The nwub0r of justices for each district v1as increased to two (Code of 
Miss., 1857 s chc;.pt. LVIII, arts. 1, 2) and this provision iNas not changed 
until 1926 virhen an act 'Jvas µ1.ssed directing that there be only one justice 
of the peuce for each district, except in districts subdivided by the board 
of St,:;.perv; sors, in which event there could be not more -'Ghan threa (Laws of 
Eiss o, 1926; cha pt. 209). 
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After the otrtbreak of the 1i/ar Betii\Teen ·the States an act was pg.ssed. on 
August 5, 1861 suspending actions for the collections of debts in Mississippi 
and all courts were virtually closed as a result. In 1862 the running of the 
statutes of limitation was also suspended until after the vvar. These acts 
removed the motive for suing and litigation was practically eliminated. The 
disorganization of the: period brought about the pas sage of an act on January 
9, 1863 making provision for the speedy recovery of personal property wrong­
fully taken or detained by a sumrnary replevin before two justices of the 
peace (Laws of !-Iiss o, 1863; Po 129). 

Justi~es of the peace were delegated to sit in the county court that 
was reestablished on November 24, 1865. Th0 court was composed of the pro­
bate judge as preside1'1t and two associates chosen from among their own num­
ber by .the justices of -the peace for the county (Laws of Miss., 1865, p. 66)0 
Appeals from the judgments of justices were to be taken to this court instead 
of to ·f;he circuit court, but rio justice of the peace could sit on the court 
and hear a case he had decided originally. 

In 1866 an amendment to this act conferred certain concurrent jurisdic­
tion on the justic.es of the peace. Cases of assault, assault and battery in 
which no deadly weapon was alleged to have been used, petit larceny- under 
$10, and the unlawful carrying of e.rrns were among ·the. small offenses made 
cognizable by the justices (Lavvs of Miss •. j. 1866 9 P•. 1) o Appeal could be 
taken to the next county court. 

The constitution of 1869 did not provide for a county court but it in­
creased the civil jurisdiction of the justices of the peace to $150 value 
o~ principal (Constitution of 1869; art. 6, seco 23). The Code of 1880 
reaffirmed -this provision and gave. the justice of peace courts criminal 
jurisdiction c.oncurre11t with -the circuit court wherein punishment did not 
exceed fine or imprisonment (Miss. Code, 188; chapt. 61, s0cG 2216). This 
code also allotted the justices jurisdiction in the partition of personal 
property not to exceed $150 in value (ibido, chapt. 71, secs. 2580-84)0 

The consitution of 1890 (sec. 171} extended the jurisdiction of the 
justices of the peace to causes in ·which the. principal amount in controversy 
did not e·xceed $200, increased the term of office to four years, and gave 
them criminal jurisdiction concurrent with the circuit court in crimes in 
vvhich punishrnent did 11ot exceed fine and irapriso~ment o In 1892 special 
courts of erninent domain_ ~vere established with the provision that a justice 
of peace selected by the circuit clerk preside over hearings before a ,jury 
(l\Jiiss. Code, 1892; chapt. 40, seco 1680)~ The code also stipulated that 
mayors of ·cities having a population of less than 4,000 inhabitants should 
be ex-officio justices of the peac:e and have the same powers as the justices 
( ibido, cha pt o 2, sec o 300) • 

No important changes have been made in the general powers and duties 
of the .jufrtice of the peace since 1892. They lost their jurisdiction in 
the partition of personal property, actions of unlawful entry and detainer, 
and in eminent domain hearings in the counties wherein county courts ·were 
established· after 1926 (Misso Code, 1930; seco 693) (see County Court) o 

Appeals from courts of justices of the peace are made to the c:ounty court 
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106. JU0TIC~ OF '111-IE PII!ACE DOC¥3'r, DI3TRICT 5, 1908--. 6 vols e 

Record of criminal and civil cases triable in justice of peace court, sho·w­
ing case no., style~ character of suit, cause of action or affidavit, item­
ized list of f e~~s, costs, and fines~ judgment or sent enc.e o Numerically arr o 

by case no o No index. Hdw. on ptd. f ormo 320 pp. 20 x 12 x 2. 3 vols.~ 
1908-22, county jail~ 1 vole, 1922-32, ch. clerk's vault~ 1 vol., 1533--, 
home_ of justice of peace, Co L. Cochran, Glading, about fourteen miles east 
of Liberty; l vol., 1936--, home of justice of peace, J. N. Bean~ near Gills­
burg, Mississippi. 

The ubove dockets overlap certain periods in several districts becuuse 
there are two justices of the peace in these districts, each having separate 
records. 

VII. COUNTY PR0,3~1:CUTIN:.} ATTORI.fJI:Y 

A county attorney, that is, an ·a:Jent or attorney to appear on behu.lf of 
and defend a county, \,vus provided for by a law written April 12, 1799 by 
Governor \linthrop Sargent ancl the ·rerritorial Judges. 11he law directed the 

co.1:irt . .:.· of common pleas to pay and asses:3 against the county as taxes the sum 
or sums for which a prisoner or prisoners for debt stood comm.itted in case 
such prisoner or prisoners escaped from an ·inaecurely kept jaile It also 
gave the crecl.itors the irnplicd right to sue the county in the event the court 
of comrnon pleas did not pay the sum or sums by authorizing the court of quarter 
sessions to appoint an a::?;ent or attorney to defend the county in such suits 
(Sargent's Code~ 1799; Original holograph, Department of .Archives and History, 
Jackson 9 Mississippi). 

In 1819, two years after the establishment of Ivlississippi as a state, a. 
law \Vas passed which gave the county court power to appoint counsel for the 
court in the pro:3ecution of slaves in capital offenses (Laws of IJisso, 1819; 
pp. 72-76), and 1:ay him not more than $20. 

After the county courts were abolished in 1832 (see County Court), the 
district attorney handled all prosecutions. In 1865 after the close of the 
·Nar Betv{een the States, the cou11ty courts were established again. rho entire 
judicial system of the state was disrupted. and practically non-existent and 
to facilitate its work the court was given po1.:ver to appoint a county prosecut~ 
ing attorY1ey who iTJas allowed a fee of $5 for each prosecution (La1:Ys of Miss., 
1865; Pe 66)0 This act ;Jas amended in 1866 and the board of police of each 
county waa directed to elect a county prosecuting attorney to hold office for 
tv10 years (Laws of Miss., 1866; p. 2). 

The office was established in 1910 and mad.e elective with a four-year 
t (L ··• -· 1°1 h . 112) A , ' . -c1" , 'l r.c•· erm aviTs 01 111.s s., 1 O; c a pt. • · n a1;.1enan1e m in J.; b 1~aa0 "tne o .1. 1.c e 
optional vvith the electorate of the county by providing that any county could 
establish or abolish it at any tima by a special election {Laws of l\liss., 1916, 
cha pt o 238) o 
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·rhe county prosecutin~s attorney, who must be a regular licensed and prac­
ticing l_awyer (rviiss., Code, 1930; sec., 4224), is required to act as prosecutor 
for the state in the justice of the peace courts and in the county court (if 
one is raaintainect in his county) and to assis·t the district attorney in the 
prosecution of state or crilninal cases appealed from the county court to t_he 
circuit court (ibide, sec. 4225) o It is also his duty to assir3t in all civil 
cases where the services of the district attorney are required in which the 
state, his county or any municipality of his county is interested. The county 
attorney represent.s the state before the grand jury of his county and~ subject 
-to .the ratification of the district attorney, passes on accounts against the 
county before they are allowed by thci circuit court ( ibido, sec o 4225). -

This officer rnay be attorney for the boa.rd of supervisors of his county 
(ibid., sec. 4228), but in 1nost counties in Iviississippi other lawyers are 
generally appointed to fill the position. 

other duties of the. county prosecuting attorney i.11clude representing 
the state plant board when requested to do so (ibid., sec. 6792), and serving 
as ex-of~icio member of the county board of inquiry- (~bid4' S0C O 5812). His 
compensation is fixed by the boctrd of supervisors (;hlJ_~., sec o 6502)" 

The office of the county prosecuting attorney was maintained in Amite 
County from 1910. when the office was made mandatory, until 1916 when the 
office was made opti~1w.lo I1he county has not considered it necessary to 
support either a county court or a county prosecuting attorney • 

. -
VIII. SR~RIF,F 

One of the first acts of 11 erritorial Governor ~Vinthrop dargent was to 
appoint and give extensive powers to a sheriff in each of the t~vo newly.;. 
organized counties in the Mississippi Territory, a necessary step, as these 
counties lay in the center of the braat southw·est migration moveE10nt and 
much of the population \vas disorderly, turbulent, and lavvless o The sheriff .. 
was directed. to "quell and suppress all affrays, routs, riots, and. insurrec...; 
tions, .. ooooo•PUrsue, apprehend, ,and COID.i'Jiit to gaol, all felons, and Traitors; 
••• oexect..rte all warrants, writs, and other process, v1hiC?h by law shall apper­
tain to the duties of his offica, and which shall be diracted to bi~·:1 by legal 
authority. o o oattend upon all courts 0£ record, at their respective tGrrns or 
ses3ions in his county 0

, (Sargent's Code, 1799; A Law Respectin.?; 3h0riff3, 
Coroners, Record.ers and ·rre8.sur0rs; Original holograph, Depa.rtment of Archives 
and.History, Jackson, Mississippi). 

A law written April 3, 179$ and entitled "A Lavv Directing the l.ianner in 
Which }.-lonGy Shall be Raised and Levied~ to Defray the Charges :ifhich May Arise 
-Jvithin the aeveral Counties", made the sheriff the collactor of taxes, and 
under· a distress warrant gave him. po~Ner of imprisonment and distraint (see 
Tax Collector). 
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By 1807 the sheriff had been given the additional duty of advertising 
elections and acting as their returning officer (Toulmin's Digest, 1807; 
chapt. XIX, sec. 1)- •. 1'he office continued to be appointive until 1817, the 
year Mississippi became a state. The constitution of that year provided 
that the office be established in every county as an elective office with 
a term of two years (Constitution of 1.817; art. 4, sec. 24), the duties 
remaini:ng practically the same as they had been under the Territorial 
goverrunent • 

The constitution of 1832 made no change in the office but in 1843 the 
sheriff was 6 iven the duty of collecting coui1ty taxes {Laws of Miss., 1843; 
chapt. 1, sec. 7), a function he has retained without interruption. The 
constitution of 1869 did not alter the status of the office. In 1871 a 
board of registrars was given the sheriff's duties of advertising elections 
and acting as their returning officer {Code of Iviiss., 1871; secs. 363, 378). 
The constitution of 1890 (secie 135) lengthened the term of office to four 
_years and prohibit Gd an incumbent immediately succeeding himself. 

W'ith tho development of county government since 1890 the sheriff has 
been· given a variety of functions, many of them even more unrelated perhaps 
than those now assigned to the chancery clerk. He is peace officer, law 
enforcement officer, execu-tiye officer of the courts, executive officer of 
the board of supervisors, tax collector, sometimes treasurer, jailer, county 
librarian, caretaker of county buildings, forester, and investigator of fires. 
He has, as well, agricultural and welfare functions. 

As .. peace officer _the sheriff is obligated to keep peace within his 
county (Miss. Code, 1930; sec. 3329). He has charge of the courthouse and 
the jail _and the pertinent premises and' of the' prisoners in the jail {:!:12,~., 
sec. 3331). He is required· to act as jailer and has charge of feeding pris­
oners (ibid., sec. 3334) •· It is mandatory ·that the sheriff keep a mesne 
process docket (ibid., sec. 3326), an execution docket (ibid., sec. 3327), 
and a jail docket (2-_b~., sec. 3328) •. On requisition from the governor he 
must order ou-t the milit,ia (i~•~ · secs •. 5491-5492). 

The law 1nakes the sheriff the executive officer of' the circuit and 
chancery courts of his county and of the county court if one is maintained,. 
prescribes that he attend all court sessions either in person or by deputy 
(ib~£•, s.ecs. 493, 6"99, 3315). He must axecute all process and ordars 
either p0rsonally or by deputy (ibid., sec. 3316), and he must execute 
coroner's proceas (ibido, sec. 640). 

The sheriff is roauirad to be the reforestation ".,7arder1 a11d'.,he 1nust 
;i. 

assist the state forester, th6 fire warden, and the agents of' the United 
Statos Gov0rnrn0nt in the prevention of forest fires (ibid., sec. 6172) •. 
He has the fur·thar duty of investigating fires occurring outside incor- · 
p ora -t e d cities and t owns ( ibid. , s e c • 5189) • He is o bl iga t 0 d t o assist in 
tho work of cattle tick eradication and in the onforcoment of tha r0;::;ula­
tioris of thG Sta to Livestock Board (!bid., sac. 5437). ~e must help in 
the enforcement of fish and game laws and ordinances and with the enforce­
ment of the Caustic Poison Act of 1930 {ibid., sec •. 47~5)o He is given 
authority to approve and register brands and labels (!_bJ:...c!,., sec. 4786) •-· 
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·As executive officer of the cou11ty board of election commissioners 
{;_,,~~o, secs. 6199, 6203), the sheriff is required to provide voting com­
partments and furniture for polling places in general elections {ibid., 
sec. 6223). The library containing administrative, judicial, and general 
material, is given to his char6e (ibido, sec. 3331). 

On writ by the chancery court the sheriff must convey feeble-minded 
persons to a state institution and he is required to ren1ove incurable but 
harmless insane from a state hospital (~p-~~., secs. 4586-4587). It is his 
du-ty to enforce in general the Child Labor Law and make monthly inspection 
of factories employing child labor (ibido, sec~ 4648). He must enforce --specific provisions of the law on reports of the county health officer 
(ibid,, sec. 4649)0 --

The sheriff is compensated almost entirely by fees and commissions 
(!.?_id., secs. 1789, 1804, 6507). However, in counties where the assessed 
valuation of' all property is not more than $5,000,000 and '1vhero the sheriff's 
fees total ~~4,000 or less, he 1nay be giveri an annual expense allowance of not 
more than $1,00u (jj)i9.:. ... , seco 6508)., 

rrhe off ico of sheriff has been maintained in Amite County sine a. February 
24, 1809, and has been filled continuously in accordance with constitutional 
and st~tutory provisions. 

107. ME3 NE PR0CE33 DOCKET, 1892·--• 3 vols. (A·-C) • 
Record of writs other than executions of judgmont to be served by the sheriff, 
showing case no., parties' names., court of issue, churacter of suit, date 
received, date 0xacu·t:Jd~ ho'IJV executed, fees, amount, date and how returnedo 
Num8rically arr. by case no. No index. Hdw. on ptd. formo 245 pp. 16 x 12 
x 2. 1 volo, 1892-1911, county jail; 2 vols., 1912--, sheriff's office. 

108. SHCRIFF'S :£X.£CUTION DOCIGI;T, 1834-1930. 3 vols. {2 1 3, ·-1 unnumbered}'. 
1841-92, missing. 

Record of sheriff's ex0cutions to satisfy court orders or judgments, showing 
case no., ,;vrit no., dat0 of judg1rt0nt, amount, style of case, execution, name 
of defendant, list of fa0s and judgm0nt, total, levies, proceedings and re­
turns, rac0;Lpts for roturns. Alph. inda.:;.:ed by name of defendant. Hdw. on 
ptd. form. 184 PP• 1a x·12 x ~- 1 vol., 1834-40, county jail, 2.vols., 
18 9 3-19 3 0 , she riff' s vault • 

109. 
missing. 

' 3 vols• ( 2,. 3, 1 unnumbered) • 

Racord of persons committed to jail, shovring namG of priso:nar, charge, date 
writ r.sceivad, dLte of arrest, data of commitment:,:: nature of writ, by whom 
issued, date discharged, description of prison0r, final dispositiono Chron. 
arr.· No ind0x. Hdw. on ptdc form. 166 pp. 16 x 14 x l½. 1 vol., 1872-94, 
county jail; 2 vols., 1900--, sheriff's vault. 
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IX. CONSTABLE 

The office of -constable was established by the law of April 12, 1799 
written by Governor Winthrop Sragent and the Territorial judges authorizing 
the court of general quarter sessions of the peace to appoint one or more con­
stables in each township {Sargent's Code, 1795; original holograph, Department 
of Archives and History, Jae kson, Ivliss iss ippi). These officers were attached 
primarily to the justice of the peace courts and their duties included execut­
ing and returning all process directed to them, paying over all monies col­
lected by them, levying executions, selling property seized by execution, tak­
ing care of livestock taken in execution, and acting as general peace officers 
(ibid.). By the act of December 11, 1811 constables were required to make 
bond in the amount of $500 (Turner's Digest, 1816; art. 11, sec. IX, p. 319)0 

In 1822 the county court was empowered to· appoint ''not less than one nor 
more than two, fit and proper persons in each captain's district as constables 
to serve for a term of two years'' (Laws of Miss., 1822f p. 260}. The revised 
constitution of 1832 (art. IV, sec. 23), stipulated that a competent number of 
constables should be chosen biennially in each district-of every county by the 
qualified voters of the district. ·The constitution of i869 made no change in 
this provision. The constitution of 1890 increased the constable's term of 
office to four years (sec. 171), but made no other changes. 

The duties of the constables have remained practically the same as those 
specified in 1799. 'I'he code of 1930 (sec. 632), describes the functions as 
follows: •~It shall be the duty of every constable to keep and preserve the 
peace within his county, faithfully to aid and assist in executing the crim­
inal laws of the state; and give information without delay, to some justice 
of the peace, or other proper offic:er, of all riots 5 routs, and unlawful as­
•semblies, and of every violation of the penal laws which may come to his 
knowledge in any manner whatsoever; to execute and return all process, civil, 
and criminal, lawfully directed to him, according to the command thereof; and 
to pay over.all moneys collected by him to the person lawfully authorized to 
receive the same". Each constable is required to enter into a bond of $1,000 
(fil~., sec. 631). He is liable for failure to pay money on execution and 
for- making false return {ibid., sec. 634). He is directed to attend ·!;he jus­
tice of the peace courts of his district and he is liable for contempt for · 
failure to dischar6e any of the duties required of him { ibid·o, secs. 636-63 7). 

The constable is and always has been compensated by fees (ibid., sec. 
1793). The office has been maintained continuously in Amite County since 
1809e At present (1937), five constables hold office, one from each beat. 

X. CORONER 

The office of coroner was established February 28, 1799 by a law written 
by Territorial Governor Winthrop Sargent and Judges Peter Bryan Bruin and 
Daniel Tilton (Sargent's Coda, 1799; original holograph, A. law respecting 
sheriffs, coroners, recorders, and treasurers; Dep:irtment of Archives and 
History, Jackson, Mississippi). The dutie.s of the cor?ner were defined by 
this law as follows: "And it shall be the duty of the coronar, by a jury of 
the county, to enquire concerning the Death of a person slain, who dies 
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suddenly, or in prison; and his inquisition so taken shall certify to the 
next supreme court holden within the county, or to the court of general quar­
ter sessions of the peace holden for the count yo And it shall be the duty of. 
the coroner, to execute process of every kind wherein the sheriff is a party 
or interested in the suit, or for other just cause is by la\V rendered incap­
able to execute the sameo And in case the sheriff shall for any cause b~- · 
committed to gaol, the coroner shall be himself or such person as he shall 
appoint, be keeper of the gaol, during the -tiime the sheriff shall remain a 
prisoner." 

The act of February 10, 1807, reaffirmed the original law, gave full and 
s.pecific directions as to his proc.edure, and required him to keep a record of 
all inquisitions, to be certified at the next· circuit or superior court {this 
court being established by the same act) (Turner's Digest, 1816; po 378, 380, 
arts. 2, 3). 'rhe same act provided that the nearest justic-e of the peace 
could discharge the duties of the coroner in the event of sudden death or 
deaths in prison, if the coroner could not attend (ibid., p. 380, art. 4, 
sec. VI). 

The constitution of 1817 made the office elective with a two-year term 
of office (art. IV, se,c. 24), and the constitution of 1869 lengthened it to 
four years (art. V, sec·o · 21). In 1871 the coroner vras me.de ex-officio ranger , . 
when the office of ranger vV--d.S abolished as a separate of fie e (Laws· of l\1iss., 
1871; chapt. CCCXCIII). In this capacity he has general jurisdiction ove·r 
es trays (see Ranger). 

At present the du~ies of the coroner are, ace ording to law: to investi­
gate violent, sudden and casual death, to hold i~quest with jury, to hold in­
quests on request of the. prosecuting attorney or the district attorney (Miss. 
Code, 1930; sec. 639), and to act as sheriff under certain conditions (ibid., 
secs. 651, 654). The law provides that the coroner, on the written request 
of a majority of the jurors, may summon a physician or surgeon to appear as 
witness at an inquest ( ~j)-~d .. , sec. 647) ~ 

The compensation of this office, based on fees, is, as a rule, SID9.ll. 
For this rec.son the office is vacant in many counties because no candidates 
announce for it. When there is no coroner in u county any justice of the 
peace may perform the coroner's duties {ibido, sec. 649). 

The office of coroner was established in Amite Cqunty in 1810 and has 
existed intermittently since that time. It exists at present (1937) as the 
combination office of coroner and ranger. 

XI. TAX ASSESSOR 

The Territorial tax system set up by Governor Winthrop Sragent and the 
Territorial judges was inaugurated by a law written April 3, 1799 authorizing 
the court of general quarter sessions in each county to nake an estir.Jate of 
the average annual expenses of the county and submit it to the governor or 
one or more of the judges for approval.. By the same act, commissioners 
appointed by the court of common pleas were directed to apportion the taxes 
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among the towns of -the county and assess the property in the towns {Sarge11t·•s 
Code, 1799 9 original holograph, Department of Archives and History, Jackson, 
i1.Iissis::;ippi, A law directing the manner in which money shall be raised and 
levied to defray charges v1hich may arise within the several counties). These 
commissioners were the first assessors in Mississippi county government. They 
were directed to. ascertain what persons and estates were taxable and to deter­
mine the yearly profit accruing fro1n -the estates and "have special regard to 
such profit, taxing all lands in just propertion to their value" except prop­
erty exempted. Assessments were returned to the prothonotary o:( the court of 
common pl0as vvho made up the assessment rolls (ibid.).-· 1l1he striking feature 
of this first tax systen1 in 1J1ississippi is that real estate was assessed on 
the basis of the profit or income it might produce rather than on its intrin­
sic worth or actual selling value, thus establishing wha.t amounted to a grad­
uated income tax. 

In 1815 the taxation system was changed Crurner's Digest, 1816; arts. 
46-64, ppo 414~424), and power was given the governor to appoint in each 
county an assessor whose duty it was •~o apply to every person resident 
within his county, "Nho hath therein any tar.able property, for a list thereof", 
the list to contain also "the amount of sales of merchandj ze sold within the . . 

year ending on the last day of December immediately preceding-•·(ibid., art. 
47, secs o III, IV). A revenue act in 1817, the year Liississippi was adn1itted 
to the Union, consolidated the offices of tax collec~or and tax assessor, and 
made it appoi11tive annually by the governor (Laws of Miss o,. 1817, P• 56). Th~ 
assessors were directed to take tho census of their respective counties by an 
act of 1820 (Laws of 1.Iiss., 1820; cha pt e l, p. 3} and were allowed a fee of 
two cents a person. In 1822 they were required to make an enumeration of 
births, deaths, and perso:ns over 70 years of age at the time of making the 
next assessinents, and for three succeeding years (Laws of Miss., 1822; chapt. 
XXI). For this work the assessors were pa.id a fee of five cents per person 
enumerated. The law was re-enacted ·in 1825 with the same provisions (Lavis of 
Miss., 1825; P• 14). 

The constitution of 1832 made e.11 county offices elective biennially and 
in 1833 the legislature passed a11 act in accordance with the provision, united 
the offices of asseGsor arid c:.oll6c-tor except in the c:ounties of Warren, Jef- · 
ferson, Vfilkinson~ l~dan1s, and Claiborne where the offices ·were made separat0 
and distinct (Laws of I\liss., 1833 ~ p. 447). The same act directed the assessor 
again to take the census for 1833. 

In 1843 the sheriff was made the collector (Laws ·of Miss.~ 1843; ppo 41-
48), and until 1846 the same person held the- three offices of assessor, collec­
tor, and sheriff. At that time the offices of assessor and .collector were 
made separate except in 12 counties; Clarke~ Covington, Coahoma, Greene~ 
Harrison,. Hancoc.k, Jacks on, Jones, Nashingt on, Neshoba, Issaquena, :Marion:, 
Scott, Perry, Simpson, Smithi, and \ifayne where the sheriffs remained ex-officio 
assessor and collector {Laws of lvliss., 1846; p. 69). · This act also stipulated 
that lands were to be assessed every two years. An act in 1856 directed the 
assessor to furnish to the president of the board of trus~ees a list of blind 
persons in their respective coun·l;ies (Laws of Miss., _1856; P• 79). 
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The constitution of 1869 (art. V, seco 21) provided for an assesaor in 
each county and set his term at two years. Among the duties delegated to the 
assessor in each county by th~ code of 1871 .were included: making out a list 
of persons qualified to serve as jurors and delivering it to the circuit clerk 
(sec. 736); returning a list of escheats to the auditor of public accounts 
arid to the district attorney (sec.- 1845); enumerating school childre_n trien­
nially (sec. 2007}; a-nd enrolling quadrennially the names of all able-bodied 
males subject to military duty (sec. 2180). ·This code also directed that 
·personal property be assessed annually {sec. 1673) and that lands be assessed 
quadrennially (sec. 1675). 

The ccinstit~tion of 1890 (seco 135) increased the term of office to four· 
years. Under the present taxation system, although the assessor is required 
to assess, that is, discover property and value it, in reality he only assesses 
unreported property. Under l'1iississippi law.the taxpayers list and value their 
property (Miss. Code, 1930; sec. 3132) ·on prescribed forms and deliver them 
to -the assessor. The assessor is required to preserve these lists and deliver 
them -to the board of supervisors (ibid., sec. 3131), which fixes the taxable ---value. When a residerrt taxpayer fails to turn in a list and in the case of 
prope.rty owned by non .. residents, or by someone unknov1n to the assessor, the 
assessor is required to assess such property ::~at the high,est value at which 
similar property is assessed and valued (ibid., sec. 3142). 

The duties in general of the assessor as prescribed by law are: assess­
ing all taxes on all taxable real -and personal property· in the county; assess-, 
ing poll taxes; enumerating ex-Confederate soldiers and widows of deceased 
Confederate soldiers in the county; and reporting to the sheriff, as escheator 
for his county, all property that may have escheated to -the state within the 
preceding 12-months_(ibid., sec. 1512) • 

.. 
Assessment rolls made up by the assessor are sent to the chancery clerk 

who makes two copies. One of these is delivered to the tax collector (the 
sheriff) and the other is given to the state tax commission. The original 
roll is filed in the office of the chancery clerk as a public record (ibid., 
S3C. 316l)e 

The tax QSsessor is paid a sal~ry which ·is determined by the legislature 
according to the assessed valuation of the taxable land in the county (ibid., 
sec. 6499). 

The office of assessor ht~s been maintained in .Amite, County since Jaunary. · 
1, 1810 subject to all constitutional and statutory changes and modifications, 

Assessments 

110. A~SESSNiENTS, PERSONAL, 1932-. .42 vols. 
Record of assessments on personal property in the county, showing name of 
taxpayer, list of chattels, rate, value, ·special assessments, poll tax, total, 
special tax for automobile or truck.. Alph. indexed by nan1e of political sub­
divisiono Hdw. on ptd. form. 40:0 PPo 12 x 10 x 4. Tax assessor's office. 
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Tax Collector, Tax Rolls (:Lll-114) -

111. ASSESSlvIB!Nrs, LA1'.1D, 1932--. 9 vols. 
Record of assess.ments on real estate in the county, showing name·, address, 
and affidavit of taxpaye~, legal description of land, value excluding build­
ings, value of buildi11gs ~ total valuati.on, date, a.nd signature of tax assessor. 
Alph. arr. by name of political subdivision. No index.- Hdw. on ptd. form. 
200 ppo 10 x 14 x 2. Tax assessor•s office. 

Tax Rolls 

112. PERSONA.L ROLL, 1855--. 45 vols o 

Tax rolls of personal~ poll, and commutation .road taxes levied~. sh.owing no. 
of tax receipt, na1;1e, race~ and post office address of taxpayer~ poll taxj 
roac.l tux, valuation of personal property, autos and trucks, watchesll diamonds, 
jewelry, gasoline, itemized lis:t of property, rate of taxationo Alpho arr. by 
nam.e of political subdivision. No index. Hdw. on ptd. forma 350 PP·•- 24 x 
18 x 2o 35 vols o j 1855.-1924, county jail; 10 vols o, 1925--, sheriff·• s vault. 

113. LAND ROLL, 1855--.- 82 vols. 
Record of taxes ~evied from assessments on lands in Amite County, showing no_ 
of' tax receipt, owner, sec., twp o, range~ eas·t or west, acres, cleared land 
and value, no o acres uncleared land and value, total value of land cult i vat -
aple, sta:te lands, acres and value of levee assessments, tax receipt no., year, 
acres, amount of increase and de.crease of assessments, extension of value 
with computation of tax. 1855-1912,. 1916--, alph. arr. by name of political 
subdivisione No. inc;1.ex. Hdvv·. on ptd-. for1n·. 350 PP• 24 x 18 x 2o 72 vols., 
1855-1924, justice of peace office; 10 vols., 1525--, sheriff's vaulto 

1140 IND.iX TO LAND ROLL, 1913•15. · 3 vols··• 
Index to record of land rolls, shov1ing no. of receipt, name of taxpayer~ volo 
and page of reference to land roll·. Alph. indexed by :name of taxpayer~ Hdwo 
on ptdo form. 200 PPo 18 x 13 x lo County jail. 

XII o TAX COLLECTOR 

In 1799 the sheriff was made the collector of taxas in the Mississippi 
Territory under a vvarrant of distress issued by the prothonotary of the court 
of common pleas (dargent 1 s Code_, 1799; original holograph, Department of 
Archives and History, Jackson 9 Mississippi, A law directing the manner in 
which money shall be raised and levied to defray charges which may arise 
vrithin the several - counties), .. -

The Territorial assembly provided for the appointment of a collector 
in 1807 who was also assessor and inquirer, thus transferring the functions 
oft-ax collector from the sheriff to this new officer (Toulmin 1 s Digest, ""'J..807; 
chapto V, sec. 1). 

The act of December 27, 1815 affirmed the law of 1807 by empowering the 
governor to appoint annually a tax collector in each county who was required 
to make bond in the penalty of $12,000 in .Adams Cou11ty and $6,00C in other 
counties (Turner's- Digest, 1816; p. 418, art. 50, seco IX). This act estab­
lished a new system of taxation which replaced the scheme .set up by Governor 
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Tax Collector 

Sargent in 1799 (see Tax Assessor). In 1817 the office of tax collector 
was united with the office of tax assessor (Laws of 1viiss., 1817; p. 56) and 
directed as tax collector, to make distress and sale of goods and chattels, 
land and tenements of all delinquents who did not pay their taxes for the 
year ending the first of July. Separate offic.es of collector and assessor 
were maintained in several counties through special legislation (Hutchinson's 
Code, 1848; P• 174). 

In accordance with the provisions of the a.onsitution of 1832 a law was 
enacted in 1833 makir1g the joint office of collector and asGessor elective 
biennially (Laws of Miss.s 1833; P• 477) but separate offices were estab-_ 
lished in 5 counties; ·warren, Jefferson, Wilkinson, Adams, and Claiborne. 
In 1843 the sheriff was made tax collector again and since, in some counties, 
the same person acted us both assessor and collector, the sheriff until 1846 
held the three Qffices. However, the collector was relieved of the duties 
of assessor in all counties except 12, Clarke,. Covington, Coahoma, Greel'le, 
Harris on, Hancock, Jackson, Jones, Washington, Neshoba, Is saque:n~, Marion, 
Perry, Scott, Simpson, Smith, and Wayne, where .the sheriff continued to act 
as both, ex-officio (Laws of Miss.; 1846; p. 69). 

A special act of the legislature (Laws of Miss a, 1848; P• 77) permitted 
the election of a tax collector in Amite Courffiy whose office was separate 
from that of the sheriff and made it lawful for the same person to hold the 
offices of both assessor and collector. 

-The constitution of 1869 (art. V, sec. 21) directed that an assessor 
be e.lected in each county for a terr.a of two years thus making the offices 
of assessor and collector separate except in counties where it was lawful 
·for the two offices to be cornbined. The sheriff continued -to' be the collec­
tor of taxes as establised by the law of 1846v 

The constitution of 1890 (sec. 135) increased th0 term of office to 
four yearoo Under present conditions the most important function of the 
office of sheriff is the collection of real and pers0nal property taxes. 
'rhis- cl0rical duty has developed in significance as the keeping of the 
peac:o has become less onerous. In general the. duties of the sheriff as 
tax collector consist of collection of all taxes, real and personal (Mis~. 
Code, 1930; Revenue), and issuing and registering.automobile licenses and 
privilege licenses (i~i.§_., secs. 5602-5627). There is an office of sheriff 
in every county in the state and in every county it performs the function of 
tax collectiono As tax collector the sheriff is reqµired to give bond in a 
penalty equal to 25 percent of' the taxes assessed in his county the preceding 
year but not to exceed $100,000, and if he fails to qualify as tax collector 
he must vacate the office of sheriff (ibid., sec. 3341). 

The tax collector is allowed to deduct as fees and c.ommissions for his 
services in making tax collections certain percentages of the amounts collected 
(ibid., secs. 1789-1790). 

The office of tax collector has been maintained in Amite County since 
1809, and has been filled continuously in accordance with constitutional and 
statutory provisions. 
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·rax Collect or, Cash Receipts (115-122} , 

Cash Receipts 

115. AD VALOHEiv1 CASH BOOK, 1841-~ .• 45 vols. 1842-82, missing. 
Record. of C;ollection of ad valorem tax, s};lowing dates noo of receip·t, name 
of taxpayer, poll tax, valuation, amount, distribution by districts. Chron. 
arr. No indexo Hdw .• on ptd. for1n. 250 PP• 16 x 14 x 2o 19 vols., 1841-1913, 
county jail 9 26 vols.,. 1914--, sheri~f 's vault. 

116. ROAD TAX CASH BOOK, 1914-33.. 19 vols. 
Record of· road tax collec~ions~ showing no. of tax receipt, date, name of tax­
payer, amount, total. Chron. arr. No index. Hd'1v. on ptd. form. 200 pp. 16 
x 10 x 3/4. Sheriff's vault. 

117. CASH BOOK, BIRD, GAME, AND FISH FUND, 1926-31. 5 volsci . 
Record of collections frorn sale of licenses for b.ird, game 5 and fish fund, 
showing license no.j name, adq.ress, expir~tion date, amount. Chrono arr. No 
index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 81 pp. 16 x 12 x 3/4. Sheriff's vault. 

118~ TAX·COLLECTOR"S MONTHLY SETTLEMENrs, 1932~ .... 2 vols. 
Carbon copies of tax collec-tor 1 s settlements with state a-nd county for revenues 
collected by his department, showing month, date, itemized list of collections, 
total tax collector 1 s commissions., amount due state, total paid, certification 
of tax collector. Chrono arr. No index. Hdw. on. ptdo formo · 100 pp. 16 x 16 

l.. x 2 o Sheriff's vault. 

Privilege Licenses 

119. PRIVILEGE TAX RECORD, 1870-~. 4 vols. 
Record of taxes paid for privilege licenses,, to practice a profession, or engage 
in business in the county,. showing date, license no .• , to whom issued~ post 
office address, business or. profession, total, damages, amount of lic-ense. 
Chron. arr o No inde~. Hdw.. on :p-t d. form. 200 pp,. 18 x 16 x 1. 1 vol o, 1870-
1912, county jail; 3 vols .. , 1913--, sheriff's vault. 

120. GAME AND FISH LIC~NSES, 1926--. 16 vols. 
Record of monthly reports to state of licenses _issued for fishing, hunting, 
and trapping, showing date of license, no.~ name, address, amount~ total 
collected, officer• s fee:, amount due- cor.amission. Chron. arr. !-To index o 

Hdw., on ptd. fornio ~5 PP• 24 x 8 x J. Sheriff's vaulto 

121. LOG ~VAGON PRIVILEGE TAXt 1923-28. l volo 
Carbon copies of privilege tax li~enses issued to operate log wagons, ·show­
ing a1nount 5 no., date~ name, descriptiono Chron. arr. No =index. Hdw. on 
ptdo formo 100 PP• 16 x 10 x lo Sheriff's vault. 

122. AUTOMOBILE ROAD AND PRIVILEGE TAX LICENSE RECEIFTSj 1936--o 
44 vols. 

Carbon copies of automobile and truck road and privilege tax license,. show­
ing motor no,o ~ county, receipt, tag no..,, name, address, amount, make of car, 
age of car, type,. model, capacity,. value, dateo Numerically arr. by tag no_. 
No index. Hdwo on ptdo -formo 50 PP• 8 x 4 x ½o Sheriff's officeo 



Tax Collectol', Tax Rocoip-ts (123-129) 

Tax Receipts 

123. 'EAX MCJEIPTG, 1870--. 341 vols·. 
Carbon copies of tax receipts issued upon payment of personal and real taxes, 
showing receipt no., name, list of personal property, totalj real property, 
rate of -tax, statement of real and personal tax levied, amount, division of 
sec o, receipt, receipt form: for partial payment, signature of ·cax c;ollector. 
Hdw. on ptd. form. 267 PPo 18 x 14 x 3 • 98 vols., 1870-1904, county jail~ 
242 vols .• j 1905--, sheriff's vault; l volo, 1936--, sheriff 1 s office. 

124. INDEX 'rO RECORD 01,, TAX RECJ:i~IP'rS, 1870--. 119 vols. 
Index to tax receipts, showing name, color, precinct, vol. and page reference 
to tax receipts, realty, poll~ personal, valuation, school district, state 
tax, county tax, poll tax, damages, grand total, no .• of tax receipt, pollo 
Alph. indexed by name of ·baxpayer. Hdw ... on ptd. for.we, 300 pp. 16 x 12 x 2. 
24 volso 1870-99, county jail; 90 vols., 1900•35, sheriff's vault, ,5 vols., 
1936--, sheriff's officeo 

125. ROAD TAX RJ.!CEIPTS, 1908 ... 3 2. 104 vols. 
Carbon copies of road· tax receipts, showing no .• , _.amount, date, · name, district, 
precinct, tax collector's .signature. 1908•12, chro-n. arr. _No index. Hdw. on 
ptdo form. 160 -PP• 18 x 9 x l~!,.. 62 vols., .1908-20, county jail; 42-vols,, 
1921-32, sheriff 1 s vault. 

126 .. INDEX ·ro Rtl!CORD OF ROAD TAX RH~CEIPTS, 1913~3.2 •. _4 vols •. 
Index to record of road tax receipts, showing name. of taxpayer,. no. of receipt, 
date. Alph. indexed by name of taxpayere Hdw. on ptd. f'orn1. 125 pp. 16 x 9 
x ½o Sheriff ·'s vault • 

127. _POLL 'l1AX ~CEIPTS, 1934--. 6 volso (1 .. 6). 
Carbon copies of poll tax receipts, showing date, no.j nu.me, voting precinct, 
tax collector's signature. Chrono arro No index. I-Idw·. on ptda form. 150 PP• 
16 x 10 x 2. Sheriff1 s office. 

Tax Sales Records 

128. SI-1ERIFF·'S 1I1AX SAL~ RZCORD (List of Lands Sold for Taxes), 1873--. 
5 volso (1~4, 1 unnw~bered). 1891-1908, missing. 

Record of lands sold to the state and individuals for delinquent taxes, show­
ing names of parties, description of land, purchaser, amount of costs, nature, 
date of sale, remarks o Chron. arr. No index.. Hdw. ori ptd. forme1 201 pp. 
16 x 12. x 1~. 1 vol.,, 1873-90, county jail; 4 volso, 1909-.-, sheriff's vault. 

129. TAX COLI.ECTOR 'S REC.J;IPT TO PURCHASER AT DELINQTENT TAX 3ALE, 193-2--. 
: 2 vols. 

Carbon copies of tax collector's receipts· to purchasers of land at delinquent 
tax sales,. shov1ing receipt no., datej name of purchaser, amount, description 
of property. Chron. arr. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 84 pp. 18 x 12 x 1. 
Sheriff's vault. 
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Treasurer and Auditor, Register of l[otor Vehicles (130) 

Regis:ter of Motor~-~Veh±cles 

130. RECORD AND REPORT OF MOTOR VEHICLES REGISTERED, 1914--. 30 vols. 
Tax collector's report of motor vehicles registered in the county, shov.ring 
class, tag no., owner's name, post office address, voting precine-t, inake, 
type, model, motor no., capacity, delivery date, cost of tag, cost of li­
cense, damages, total, value. Numerically arr. by tag no. No indexo Hdw. 
011 ptd. forn1. 25 pp. 26 x 8 x -}. Sheriff's vault. 

XIII. 11REASURER AND AUDrroR 
(Duties Discbarged by the Chancery Clerk as Clerk of the Board of Supervisors) 

The office of courr~y treasurer was established and made appointiv·e in 
1799 by the laws drawn up by Terri·torial Governor Winthrop Sargent and t.he 
Territorial jud:-~es (Sargent's Code, 1799; A law respecting sheriffs, coroners, 
recorders, and treasurers: origir.tal holograph, Department of Archives and 
History, Jackson, Mississippi). The treasurer 1J1as required to furnish bond 
of $3 ,000 and "keep fair and proper books of entries and accounts of all 
monies received and of rates and assessment3 made or to be made, and also of 
disbursenents and pa.yments"o At first the treasurer vva.s directed to submit 
his books and accounts to the Territorial legislature for audit and settle­
ment {~id.), but in 1806 the county court (quarter sessions of the peace) 
11vas given power to audit and allow all accounts and demands legally charge­
able agains·t the c:ot.urty {Toul1nin's Digest~, 1807; po 32). An act in 1807 
comr.aanded the county treasurer to report to the county court and render a 
_just and true account of the, funds in his possassiono The office renra.ined 
appointive by the governor, the treasurer to serve during good behavior 
(~b~.,£•, P• 28)o . 

The first c-onstitution of I:Jiississippi (181_7) mEtde no mention of a county 
treasurer but .the office we .. s perpetuated by an act which gave the county 
cour_t power to appoint in each county a treasurer to hold office for tvvo 
years (Laws of Miss.j 1817; p. 56). 

In 1822 the term of office was set at two years, the office was made 
appointive by tho governor 011. the recommendation of the county court, and 
the -tree.surer was directed to examine thG accounts of sheriffs and clarks to 
ascertain if any money. belonging to the county was in their hands (Poindex­
ter's Gode 5. 1823; chapt. 52). The same act continued the jurisdiction of 
the county court in auditing and allowing claims against the county and 
authorized the clerk of the court to issue Yvarrants on the county treasurer 
for claims allowed by the board. 

The, revised constitution of 1832 (art. V, sec. 19) established the 
office of county treasurer and made it elective biennially by the people of 
the county. It also established a board of police in each county to take 
over the administrative duties of the county court and made the clerk of the 
court of probate the clerk of tha board of police (ibido 5 art. V, sec. 20)o 
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Treasurer and Auditor 

By the act of March 2, 1833 the county treasurer was directed to make a re­
port to this board of the state of the t·reasury (Laws of Mis~., 1833 3 p. 47). 
The board of police, by the act, assumed all auditing functions of the former 
county court, and examined and allowed claims against the county.· 

No change was made in the functions, qualifications, and term of the 
treasurer by -the constitution of 1869 but the name of th0 board of police 
was changed to board of supervisors {art. VI, sec., 20). This board ·carried 
on the same duties in rela-tion to the treasurer as had the county court un­
til 1832 and the board of police until 18690 

11he constitt,tion of 1890 (sec. 135), stipulates that "the duties here­
tofore iinposed on the county treasurer shall be discharged by some person or 
persons selected as required by law". This action is an amendment ratified 
by a vote of the people in November, 1922 and inserted in the constitution 
by the le6islatv.re of 1924 (Laws of Miss., 1924; cha pt •. 142) o The constitu­
tio11 originally read "there shall be a sheriff, coroner, treasurer, assessor!! 
and surveyor for each county to be selected as el3ewhere provided herein, who 
shall hold their offices for four years. The sheriff and treasurer shall be 
ineligible to Gucceed themselves or each other in office". 

-
Associate Justice Ethridge of the Mississippi Supreme Court ·vvrites: 

"The arnendment was designed to eliminate the· county treasurer, bu-t the origi­
nal section made the sheriff and the treasurer in-3l;i.gible to succeed them­
selves or each other. The new section authorized the legislature to impose 
the duty of county treasurer upon some person or persons selected as required 
by law~ leaving the legislature to prescitfbe-vrhat person or persons should 
perform the duties of c:ounty treasurer.·· ,One of the duties of the county 
treasurer under the law as existed when the amendment was passed was to keep 
an independent set of books as -to all county receipts and disbursements 
against the sheriff and c.:;ounty auditoro He was also to receive and pay out 
the county fund:3 when there was no county depository selected. Under the 
provi,sion of law creati11g county depositories (Laws of Miss., 1924 9 chapt. 
194), and placing of practically all the funds of all the co,unties in banks~ 
the duties of the treasurer other than as a bookkeeper, are largely e.liminated. 
He vvas c,harged however, with the duties of coerci~gsettlements with officers 
receiving funds and various other duties., By the n8w section the sheriff is 
made ineligible to immediately succeed himself in office, but the constitu­
tion does not prohibit him from discharging the duties of treasurer. The 
legislature,perhaps, overlooked the importance of having· the sheriff and 
treasurer to keep mutual checks upon each o-ther to prevent the manipulation 
of county books so as to conceal shortages. ,Nothing in the present soction 
prevents the person v;ho acts or pe1--forn1S the duties that were ordinarily im­
posed upon the treasurer from continuing in office so long as he nay desirej 
provided he can aecure the appo"in-tment or selection in accordance with law" 
(Ethridge, George H., Mississippi Constitu"tio311 p. 235, Tucker Printing · 
House,·Jackson, Mississippi, 1928). 
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Treasurer and Auditor (131-134) 

Many of the functions of the treasurer were given to the clerk of the 
board of supervisors (the ~hancery c.:lerk) when that official vvas rrade audi­
tor in 1892 (Laws of Miss., 1892; secs. 326-332}, and as above cited, in 
1912, the receipting and disbursing powers of the treasurer were allotted 
to designated. county and drainage board depositories in each county (Laws 
of l~Iis s • , 1912 ~ cha pt • 19 4) • 

:rhus by 1924 the office of county treasurer "ijifas cornpletely abolished, 
All duties of the office are discharged at present by the chancery clerk as 
clerk of the board of supervisors and the same official carries on the work 
of auditor. 

The clerk of the-board of supervisors in his capacities of clerk and 
auditor-treasurer is faced vvith the increasingly difficult problem of keep­
ing separate the rec·ords of the offices o The logical distinction to make 
is to classify his records as clerk of the board as disbursing records and 
his records as auditor-treasurer as rec·eiving records. 

The office of treasurer and auditor has been maintaine:d in Ami·te County 
subject to all constitutional and statutory changes and modificatior1s, since 
18090 

131. TREAS~R'S DOC~T, 1884-1923. 8 vols. (1, 3-9). 
Record of cash receipts, and list of warrants for disbursements of county 

. funds, shoviling da·te, no o, payee, no. of vrarrant, dat G of allo;;vance, a1nount. 
Chrono arr. No index. Hdw. on ptd. formo 640 PPs 16 x 12 x 3. 6 vols.~ 
1884-1921, ch o clerk's vault; 2 vols o, 1922-23, c:ounty jail. 

132. AUDITOR '3 ACCOUNT V\TTIH TAX COLLlTICTOR, 1925--. 2 · vols o (1~ 2). 
Auditor's account vvith tax collector of funds credited with tax collections, 
showing taxabla property 9 valuation, rate of tax, collections, fund, deposi­
tory receipt noo, amount deposited, coimnissions for collection, total credits. 
Alph. arro by name of fundo No index. · Hd·w. on ptd. form. 480 pp. 18 x 16 x 
2o Cho· clerk's vault. 

133. D:1P03ITORY DOCKET, 1924-340 8 vols. (10-17). 
Audit or's record of' funds placed in county depositories, showing date of re­
ceipt, of whom received, from what account, total receipts 9 date paid~ to 
v.rhom~ on what account~ total amount of payment 0 Chron. arr. No index. Hdw. 
on ptd. form. 325 pp. 18 x 12 x 3. Ch. clerk's vault. 

1340 lliGCEIPr WARRANTS, 1888--.- 14 vols. 
Auditor's duplicate receipts for monies deposited in various funds, showing 
receipt noc: 5 amount, date, depositor, itemized account of funds, si6natureo 
Chrono arro No index. Hdw. on ptd. formo 250 PPo 16 x 10 x l½. 6 vols., 
l888-1926j county jail; 4 vols., 1927-31, hall of courthouse 9 4 volso, 1932--, 
ch. clerk 1 s vault. 
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County Superintendent of Educ~tion (135-136) 

135. COUNTY LEDGER, 1878-19280 6 volso (4, 5, 4 unnumbered)o 
Ledger accounts with each depart1nent of county government, show·ing receipto, 
disbursements, and balances. Alpho indexed by name of fun.d. Hdvv. or1 pt-do 
form. 250 PPo 16 x 12 x lt-o 2 vols" 5 1878-1910, ch. clerk's vault; 1 volo, 
1911-17, county jail; 3 vols., 1918-28, cho clerk's vaulto 

1360 CAS.H HECgIPT3 REGISTER, 1928--. 1 vol. 
Record of cash receipts from eac-11 department of county government, showing 
date, fror:i 1;vhom received, description, receip·I; no., warrant no., depository 
a·ccounts, revenue receipts, non-revenue receiptso Chron. arro No index. 
Hdw. on ptd. formo 120 PPo 32 x 18 x lo Ch. clerk's office. 

XIV. COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT OF EDUCATION 

rrhe first legislation cre~ting the office of county superintendent of 
education was the act of Iviarch 4, 1848 providing for and establishing comrno:n 
schools in the counties of Hinds, Holmes, Tunica, Jefferson, "Nilkinson, Law­
rence., and Amite (Laws of Miss.~ 1848; p. 56). The boards of police in each 
of these counties were directed to appoin·t a superintendent whose dut-y it was 
to visit the public schools in his county at least once every three months; 
examine the record or journal kept by the teacher in each school and all other 
matters -touching the situation, discipline, mode of teaching, and improvements; 
keep a journal of all such examinations and of his remarks; make an annual re­
port on his journal to the secretary of state; fill all vacancies~ call elec­
tions annually for the election of school trustees in each township; and ap­
point five trustees in the event the elections were not held. The township 
trustees lJifere required to account -to the superintendent for all ruoneys raised 
and exp011ded for school purposes and the superintendent examined and certified 
these accountso. He was give:n authority to e.xar.nine candidates for teaching 
and give them 12-month certi:ficatos. He wa.s also empovvered ·to annul a teach~ 
er's certificate if a trial prov0d the teacher to ba untrustworthy (ibidc). 

In 1846 &n effort had been m£.1..de to establish a uniform :3ystem of free 
schools supported by license fees and taxation (Laws of L'iiss., 1846; pp. 
98-104), but through faulty construction antl narrow interpretation of the 
statute the rnovement did not accomplish its purposeo The county superinten­
dent 1 s office wa.s established by one of several local acts i:assed in an 
effort to set up a uniform and vigorous educational policy. 

The cause of common school education w&s first givon aid when aft13r the 
Territory was established April 7, 1798, the Federal government in offering 
for sale the public lands acquired from .the Indians, reserved in each t 61Nn­
ship the section of land numbered 16 (or some other soction if thG sixteenth 
section had been logally disposed of)~ fnr the support of schools within the 
towns hi po .At first the lands were managed by the county court j but the act 
of January 9, 1824 authorized the election by the r•Jsident heads of families, 
of five trust00s in aach township who were empowered to rant, collect, and 
dis bur so the rents, erect school houses, and employ ·teachers ( Lavis of Miss o, 
1824; PPo 9-ll)o 
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In 1833, tho logislature authorized tho sale on a cradit of one to_ four 
years, of 99-year leases of tho sixteenth section lands, the purchase money 
to be sacurod by a lien on th0 lands. But th0 legisl:.rbur0, evi~ently carried 
avvo..y by the hysturia of speculation that prevailed i11 -tho os.rly 1830's, di­
r0ctod thu.t the procG0ds when collectod, be invostod in th0 stock of the 
PlLl.nt ers' Bank at Natchez. Vt/hen this bank failed in 183 7 r .. long vd th hundreds 
of othors in the Unit od States, the educational program of Mississippi was 
s ~ft bs. ck many ydc .. :rrs • 

Because of the failure of the system established in 1846 and due to the 
stagnation and de1noralization of the vVar Between the States and the Recon­
struction aftermath, :no definite educational progress was made until 1869. 
The c.onstitution written that year established a state board of education 
and a c:ounty superint0ndent of education in each county to be appointed 
biennially by the state board by and ·with the advice and consent of the sen­
ate (Constitution of 1869; art o VIII) e However, the legislature was given 
power to make the office electiveo The design of the c.onvention in making 
the appointrnent in this manner and leaving the legislature power to make the 
office elective was to preserve control of ·bhe educational -interest of the 
state and to prevent its falling under the domination of ignorant and corrupt 
voters. I-t vvas not known to what extent the constitution's articles on frE:t.n­
chise would be ef £'active as to giving the white race control of the polit~cal 
affairs of the several counties. The matter of public education was so im­
pontant and was so influenc:ed by. the person who acted as superintendent of 
education that it was thougnt, prudent to preserve this office to the control 
of the legislatureo The constitution in other sections had provided a schem~, 
later expunged (ibid_o, art. VII, sec o 5) by which the legislature would at 
all times have control by- the dominant intellig0nt race. The experiences of 
carpet bag rule and government had been anything but sa-tis·factory and the 
constitutional c.onvantion desired· ·!;he promotion of an effective system of 
education vvhich would requira the vra.tchful care of a superintendent in each. 
countyo The suffrage experiment proved successful in placing the intelligent 
race in full control of educ.at ion in all cou:1ties, but the pffice i.'1/a.S not 
made elective until more than 20 years had passed. 

In 1870, pursuant to the provisions of th0. constitution of 1869, the 
legislature outlined the duties of the county superintendent of education as 
follows; supervising the schools; examining applicants for teachers' licenses~ 
perforri.1ing duties required by t1?-e sta-~e board of education; and forwarding 
annually to -th~ auditqr of public accounts a list of educable children in -the 
county (Laws of Miss., 1870; chapto 1). 

The constitution of 1890 ( sec o 204) provided that the county superint en­
dent of education should be appointed for four years in each county by the 
state board of education but gave the legislature power to 1aake the. office 
elective. In 1892 the office v1as made· elective in all counties except Adams, 
Sharkey, 31..1.nflou1er, Tate, Bolivei.r, Coahoma, DeSoto, Grenada, Hinds 5 Issaquena, 
Panola, ·11a.rren, ;F:iashington 7 and Yazoo {:Misso Code 9 1892; seco 4259). In 185·6 
it was made elective in Bolivar, DeSoto, Issaqtiena, Panola 9 Sharkey, Yazoo and 
Tate Counties (L~ws of Miss o, 1896, cha pt. 108); in 1900 in Coahoma County 
(Laws of 1.;iiss o j 1900; cha pt. III}, in 1904 in Hinds County {Laws of Miss., 
1904; chapt. 127) and ir1 1906 in all counties (Mis::;o Code, 1906; sec·. 4809). 
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The Code of Miss.~ 1930; secs. 6570-6574, fixes the general duties and 
powers of the courrt y supe.rint endsnt of education as follows: to 01~1ploy such 
teachers· as may be recommended by the local trustees, (if reconunendations 
are not made by June 15,, the superintendent may appoint the teachers};' to 
allow assistant teachers as prescribed by law; to fix salaries of teachers 
and 1nake contracts with them except as otherwise pre::3cribed by la,N9 to en­
force the cou..rse of study adopted by the board of education and the uniform 
text books; to enforc·e the law and rules and regulations in reference to 
e.Y..aminations of teachers; to administer oaths in all cases of teachers and 
others relating to the schools, and to take testimony in appeal cases under 
the school lawo 

The superintendent is also required to issue pay certificates aftar a 
majority of the trustees have certified as to the accuracy of a monthly re­
port; to preserve all reports of school officers and teachers; to deliver to 
-tha chancery clerk before pay certificates are issued, a list of -teachers 
under contract, the list to show their monthly salaries; to keep a record of 
all official ac-tions of the courrty school boardj of his own official actions, 
and of teachers~ examined~ licensed and employed; to make a repor·t annually 
to the state superintendent of public education; to prepare an outline map 
s.howing the number of sections included in each school district and to paste 
the map in the school registei"· before it is delivered to the teacher of the 
dis.trict. 

He is obligated to report eac-h month to the boarcl of supervisors and 
the mayor and board of alder.men of the municipalities inc;luded i:a. each pub­
lic school district, the report to show the arnount of pay certificates issued 
that n1onth, the elate of visits to each school and -the time spent with each 
school; to visit the schools and require the teachers to perform all their 
duties; to distribute pr01nptly all report.s 7 laws, forms, circulars and in­
structions received from the state superintendent of public education; to 
keep on file and preserve tha biennial report of the state superintendent 
of public, education; to call meetings of the county school board; to call 
annually on the first of May a meeting of the trustees of the county for the 
0lection of the county school boardo 

The superintendent is directed to ob-serve such instructions a11d regula­
tions as the state board of oclucation may prescrib,3 and make special reports 
to -these officials wh~never requirecl 9 to be at the county seat on each Satur­
day of each f3cholastic month of the term to recGivs monthly reports, issue 
pay certificates and attend to other official duti0s; to make every two years 
an enumeration of all educable children in his county; to s0ttlo disputes in 
schools~ his decisions being subject to appeal to ths state board of aduca­
tion upon a written statement of the facts certified by the county superint0n­
dent or by the s0;cretary of the board of truste0s o 

Ha rnay suspond or remove t0achcrs fron1 office for incompotoncy, nc1glect 
of duty t ii.amoral conduct or other just caust.3; and ho illf1.y fill vacancies in 
tho positions of trustae or teacher; and lave the sc.:.mo po1;vor as justice of 
the peace of issuing subpo0nas for "!;fitnesses and compalling their att0ndanc0 
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for thG giving of ovid.Jnce; and he c.an revoko teachers' licenses for intem­
peranco or\ immoral conduc,t, brutal trGatm0nt of a pupil or f' or other just 
cause •. ,. 

Tho qualifications of the c.ounty superintendent of education are enu­
meratod as follows: he shall bo a qualified 0l0ctor and a rGsid0nt citizen 
of the state for four years and of the county for two years immediately. 
preceding his election; he must hold a c01~ificate c0rtifying, that he is 
a· graduate of a high school requiring at least 15 uni·ts fo~ graduation or 
the e.quival0nt thoraof; that he has had at least tvv-o yeD..rs succossful ex­
pericnc.-e as a teacher in the public schools o.f the stat a or that ho is a 
graduate of a standard college; and, if he does not possess a prof0ssional 
life lic.ense, that he has passed an examination held by the state board of 
examiners (Miss. Code, 1930; secs o 6563-64) •. 

The office of county superintendent of education was established in 
Amite County in 1870 and has eor1ti11ued vvithout interruption subject to all 
constitutional and statutory changes and n1odifica:tions o 

Administrative 

137. COUNTY dUPERIN'rENDENT'S RECORD, 1870--. 10 vols. 
Minutes of the c.ounty board of education, and record of monthly and annual 
meetings of ·the boards of trustees and separate school districts, including 
financial reports, lists of teachers examined~ and monthly and term reports 
of schools. Chron. arro No index •. Hdw. on ptd. form. 200 pp. 18 x 12 x 
1. Office of supt. of edo 

138. SUPERINTENDENT'S FELD BOOK OF OPEHATIONS, 1872-77 o 1 vol. 
Record of appointments with trustees and teachers, teachers examinations~ 
visits to schools~ and speaking dates~ kept in diary formo Chrone arro No 
index. Hdw·. 200 pp. 14 x 10 x 1 •. County jail. 

1390 SUPlRINTENDENr'.:3 RE~GISTER OF rrRUSTEES, 1878-86. 1 volo 
Lists of truseets elected or appointed for county schools, showing name, 
post office, date elected 5 term, name of school, grade of school~ address of 
school. Alpha arro by name of school. No inclexo Hdw. 150 ppo 14 x 12 x lo 
County jail o 

1400 MINlITE3 OF AGRICULTURAL HIGH SCHOOL, 1915-32. ~ l vol. 
Proceedings of board of trustees of agricultural high school including orders 
of board and allov~rances of claims o Chron. arr o · No ~ndex. Hd-vr I> and typed e 

300 PP• 16 x 12 x l½o Office of supt. of ed._ 

· 141. PE;CTrIONS FOR SCHOOLS, 1926--. 1 file box •. 
Original petitio11s for establishrnent of schools,. _the annexation to districts 
or change of district, improvements or additions to schools. Alpho filed by 
topic. No index. Hdw. 16 x 12 x 24. Office of supt •. of ed. 
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Certificates 

142. SUFERINTE:NDd~NT'S ~GliST~R OF PAY ClR'rIFICATES~ 1872--. 12 vols. 
Resister of pay certificates is;3ued by superintendent of education, showing 
date, name, purpose~ funJ charged, certificate no., amount, admin~strative, 
instructors, operation of plant, fixed charges, capital expenditures, sundry. 
Chron. arr. No index. Hdwo on ptd. form. 250 pp. 16 x 12 x 1 and 12 x 18 
x 2. Office of supt • of e d • 

143 • TEACH~~R,J' PAY CEHTIFICATE3, 1873--. 41 vols. 
Stubs and carbon copies of pay certificates issued school teachers to obtain 
vre.rrants for payrnent of salaries 9 showing no~, date, payee, amount, school, 
superintendent's signature. Chron. arr. No index. Hdwo and typed on ptd. 
form. 300 PPo 20 x 12 x 2·o Office of supt. of edo 

144. SUF1LlRINTENDE!\T 1 3 SPECIAL PAY CER'rIFICATi~S, 1873--o 16 vols. 
Stub: record of superintendexrt 's pay certificates issued for supplies, ser­
vices, and allowances other than teachers and transportation, showing certifi­
cate noo, date, payee, purpose, school, amount~ Chrono arr. No index. Hdw. 
on ptdo form. 125 pp. 14 x 14 x 3/4. 4 vols., 1873-1926, county jail; 
12 volso, 1927--, office of supt. of ed. 

01145. TRAN3POR'r.ATION PAY CJRTIFICATES, .1932--o 5 vols. 
Carbon copies of pay certificates issued to bus contractors for transporta­
tion of school children, showing noa, date, payee, amount, school, superinten­
dent •s sig11ature. Chron. arro No index. Typed on ptd. form. 300 pp. 20 x 
12 x 2. Office of supt. of ed. 

1460 TEACrL~R3 1 CANGELLi£D PAY CERTIFICATES, 1908--. 3 cabinet drawers. 
Cancelled certificates issued by suparintGnden·t of education authorizing 
issue of ws.rrants in payment of teachars' salaries and other school expenses, 
showing payee, date, certificate no., amount, purpose, signature of superin­
tendent. Numerically fil8d by certificata noG No index. Hdwo and typed on 
ptdo f orrn. 12 x 12 x 24. Cho cl8rk' s office o 

Teachers• Records 

147. 3CEOOL fLEGI3··rG:;R3, 1890--. 1336 vols o (Labelled ·by name of school) o 

Teachers' records of school work, sho~dng name of scho~l, post offic0, term, 
year's work by grade and subject, name of textbook, no. in class, noo pro­
rnot0d, no. retainGd, daily and weakly program of recitations, names of pupils 
and parents~ ganeral data concGrning pupils, scholarship record, su1mnary. 
Chron. arr o No indax., Hdw. on ptdo form. 70 pp o 14 x 12 x !. 1060 vols., 
1890-1928, county jail~ 276 vols., 1929--, office of supto of ad. 

148 .. T~ACHERJ' R2:FORT3, 1932--o 2 box0s and 2 file boxeso 
Taach(3rs' r6ports of school work accomplished each month, showing name of 
school, month, nc.1..cne of t Ga.char, grade, total enrollmGnt, total days pres0nt, 
total dhys absent, days actually taught, average att0ndanca, noc droppad from 
roll, ps.y CGrtificate record. Chron. filedo No indexo Hdw. on ptdo form. 
Boxas, 12 x 13 x 24; file boxes~ 14 x 12 x lBe Offica of supt o of ed. 
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149~ TEACHER,3' EXAMINA:rION P.APIT:H.3, 1911--. 620 envelopas and 506 
bundles. 

Exam~nation papers of teachers wishing to secur0 positions in Amite County 
schools, containing complete record of teachers' grades on the sixta0n re­
quired subjects, showing nama of t0ach0r, address, date~ grade for each sub• 
ject, averb.ge. Alpho arr. by na.rne of teacher. No index. Hdw. on ptd. formo 
Env8lopes, 16 x 4 x ~~~; bundles 16 x 4 x 1 o 620 envelopes, 1911-27 ~ county 
jail; 506 bundles, 1928--, office of supto of ed. 

150. 'TEAC!BRJ' CONTRACTS, 1900-. 12 vols o 

Stub ~0c.ord of superintendent ts contracts with teachors ~ showing 
t0acht::r, salary, .~ame of school,. date of contract, terms, no. of 
Chron. arr. No ind0x. Hdw. on ptd. form. 150 pp. 10 x 8 x 1. 
1900-14, county jail; 6 ·vo1s., 1915-,-,"office of supb. of edo 

' 
151 o T~ACIBR3' LICE~3E3, 1883 .... -,. 12 vols. 

name of 
lic0nse, 
6 volso, 

Stub record of teachers•· lic0ns0s·, showing noo, grade, nama of t,3acher, date 
of 0xarninat ion, uxpiratio.n do.te of license, examination grad..3s of teachers. 
Chronc arr. No inddx.. Hdw. 011 ptd. form. 300 pp. 12 x 10 x 2. 9 vols o, 
1883-1920, county jail; 3 vols •. , 1921--·, office of supt. of ed. 

School Transportation 

152. TRP .. N3PORTATION CONTRACTd, 1933--. 1 file box •. 
Original bids and contracts E~warded for convoying ·childr0n to· and· from l 

school, .showing tarms of con-tract, salary,. sp.3cifications of bid, bond of 
contractor, signatures of suparinte.ndent of education, trust0es of schools, 
and -contractor. Alpho filed by nan1e of contractor o N~ ind(_,x. Hdw. on ptd. 
f ormo 14 x 12 x 24. Office of .3Upt o of 0d11 

153. TRAN3POR·rATION CONTRACTORS'. R~PORTS, 1933--•· 1 fil,3 box. 
Contractors' monthly reports of transportation of school children, showing 
name of school, month, ter.i.n, route no., name of contractor, names of pupilsj 
sex·, age, days absent, days present, total no. enrolled, average attendance, 
noo days transported, amount of puy certificate, certification of trustees. 
Ghrono_ filed o No index. · Hdvv o on ptd. form. 14 x 12 x 24. Office of supt. 
of· ed. 

16th Section Records 

154. 16TH 32::CTION FUND DOCUM'.~Nrs, 1926-~. 1 file box •. 
Records of 16th s __ ection school fund loans, including receipt -warrants for 
interest and other revenues frOiD 16th section loans, copies of revenue re­
ports to chancery clerk~ abstracts of title, deeds of trust and notes cover­
ing loans, and copies of re~orts to board of supervisors pertaining to loans 
and collection of principal and interest on 16th section school funds. Chron. 
filed" No index. Hdvv. and typed •. 13 x 12 x 240 Office of supt. of ed •. 
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1550 R3CORD OF. 16TH S~CTION SCHOOL FUNDS, 1924--~ 1 vol. 
Ledger accounts of revenues derived from 16th section lands·, showing princi­
pal, permanent fund, amourit loaned, date, payment, borrower, receipt noft, by 
whom, interest, date, runount, distribution. Chrono arr. No index. Hdw. on 
ptd. form. 149 PP• 18 x 16 x 1~. Office of supt. of ed. 

Educable Children 

156 o ENUMERATION OF EDUCABLE CHILDRi£N, 1885-- o 18 vols. 
List of educable children in each separate school district, sho·wing town, 
district, name of parent or guardian, name or' child, age, sex, _race, school, 
address, final ·recapitulation. Chronoarr. No indexo Hdwo and typed on ptdo 
farm. 7 vols., 1885-1907, c:.ount y jail; 11 vols., 1908--, office of supt. of ed o 

XV. COUNTY HEALTH OFFICER 

A vigorous program of state-wide health work began in Mississippi in 
1876 when the legislature required the coastal counties (Jackson, Harrison, 
and Hancock); to appoint a board of health to enforce ·rigid quarantine regu­
lations and prevent the introduction of diseases thro1,.igh thei·r p·orts (Laws of 
Miss., 1876; c~apt. LXXII). One year later the law was re-enacted and a 
state board of heal th was established (Laws of Miss., 1877; chapt. XLI) • 

. In 1878 the legislature passed an act providing that the board of super­
visors in each·county select a county board of health wh~ch should be requ~red 
to keep in constant communication i.:Vith the state boarJ of health, to examine 
drinking water, to make rules and regulations necessary· to prevent the spread 
of disease and to report on its work to the board of supervisors (Lavvs of Miss o, 
1879; chapt. XXII). 

Portions of this a.ct ·were repealed in 1880 and a supplementary act em­
powered the governor to appoint on the nomihation of the state board of 
health, a health officer. in e&.ch county (Laws of M1sso, 1880; chapt. XXXII). 
Interior c.ounties remote from l~nes of cormnunication were _exempted from 
this requirement by the state board of health upon petition of their boards 
of supervisors (ibid.)e 

The constitution of 1890 made no provision for county health departments 
but through section 272 which allowed all previous lavvs not ·in conflict with 
the constitution to remain in effect, the status of the health departments 
was unchanged. 

The code of 1930 (secso 4926-4932), consolidating laws enacted in 1916, 
1918, aed. 19_20, authorizes each county in the state to create, in its dis­
cretion, .. a department of health and appoint a director for it on recommenda­
tion of thG state board of health. Counties unable to maintain a health de­
partment because of size or lack of finances may join with other co.unties in 
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forming a sanitary district and through their boards of supervisors appoint 
a director on the recom.i:Jlendation of the state board of healtho The establish­
ment of a county or district health dc;partmcnt under the provisions of tha 
coda automatically abolishes all other local or municipal or county·public 
health agencies and departments. 

The director, or county health officer, is required to be a ~raduate 
physician,- well trained in health work, and he is given authority to enforce 
all health laws in the county or district under the supervision and direction 
of the state bourd of healtho He is directed to make reports to the state 
board of all matters concerning the sanitary·conditions of his county or 
district. He is also required to keep an accurate record of all activities 
of his department for the use of the public and for the .state board of health. 
His term of office is four years,and he is removable for cause by the state 
board. 

The office of county health officer was established in Amite County in 
1880 and has functioned continuously subject to all constitutional and statu­
tory changes and modifications·. 

Vital Statistics 

1570 REGI3TRAR'S RECORD OF BIRTHS, 1913--. 26 vols. 
Record·of births in the county,. showing certificate and file no., full name 
of child, sex 5 twin or otherwise, legitimate, names of parents, occupation, 
certificate of physician or midwife attendingc Chron. arr. No indexo Hdw. 
on ptd. forr.a. 100 pp. 6 x 9½ x ½. County health office, Liberty, Mississippi. 

158. Ril:GISTRAR'3 MCORD OF D~ATHS, 1913-~. 12 vols. 
Record of deaths in Amite County,· shffwing standard ce.rtificate of death, name, 
pl~cej personal and statistical particulars, medical certificate of death. 
Chrono a.rro No index. HdYv, on ptd. formo 100 pp. 7 x 9 x j-. County health 
office, Liberty, Mississippi. 

XVI. CL~RK OF TK~ PENSION BOb.RD OF INQUIRY 
(Duties.Discharged by the Chancery Clerk) 

The chancery clerk is ex-officio clerk of the pension hoard of inquiry, 
the duties bei:ng given to him when the board \vas _first establi3hed in 1898 
{Laws of lvliss a, 1898; cha pt ct 36). This_ board, appointed by the ·noard of 
supervisors, is composed at present of five persons selected and recowJnended 
to the board by the county carnp of Confederate veterans 9 .the county attorney 
(if ·there is one in the county); and a world W'd.r veteran.· In counties not 
having a county attorney, a lawyer is appointed to the board and in counties 
where thare i~ no camp of Confederate veterans, the supervisors appoint the -
board and fill its vacancies (Miss·. Code, 1930~ sec. 5812). ·rhe recommenda~ 
tions by the Confederate veterans may be members of their own camp or other 
discreet citizens who are qualifieJ electorso 
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This board receives, inquires into, and passes upon applications for 
pensions filed by Confederate soldiers and sailors, or widows of Confederate 
soldiers and sailors, or by disabled servants of Confederate soldiers and 
sailors (ibid.~ sec. 580·7). Pensions paid are divided into four classes and 
range from $40 a year quarterly to $1.00 a day, payable quarterly (ibii_.). 

'rhe board meets twice annually, on the fir st Monday in April and the 
first Monday in September. It is ~iven power to summon witnesses, administer 
oaths, and take proof (ibi~., sacs. 5812, 5822)a 

As clerk of the pension board of inquiry, the chancery cLerk receives 
and keeps one copy of an application for pens.ion and he forwards the dupli..;. . 
cat es of apr;roved pensions to the state auditor (.ibido, sec. 5812)., After 
pension funds are placed in the county depository by tha state auditor the 
chancery clerk as clerk of the pension board, issues warrants to the pen­
sioners (ibid., sec. 5818). The c.lerk is required to make an annual report 
to the state audit or showing receipts and disbursements of the rension fund 
(ibid.), and he must post and publish during the first vreek of December in 
each year a list of all names approved as pensioners by the pension board 
(ibid., sec. 5812). Appointed members of the board receive $3 per day for 
each d&.y actually spent in discharge of the business of tha board (ibid o), 

-- J 

but no compensation is allowed any officar for services in connection with 
th0 board (ibid.' SGCo 5824). -

As the number of Confedarate pansioners has decraa.sed rapidly in racent 
ye:.:trs the need for the pe11sion board of inquiry has been minimized and in 
many countias its duties are only perfunctory. According to a statement 
issued on J0ptembur 1, 1937 by the state auditor thorG were only 2,403 pen­
sion8rs in the stata on that date. Of this number only 313 s..re former sol­
diars, the ramaining b0ing th8 widows and se rvSi.nt s. The 313 vet crans receive 
$1000 por dc.y and 165 of tha widows recaivo that a.Inount. A total of 739 
cl~ss two widows r.:;eeive $15 m(?nthly; 1,059 clu.ss thr0;e widows, $10 monthly, 
and 12? sGrVtlnts, $4 monthlye No p0noions a.re pe.id to the 92 ir'..r.a&t0s of th0 
Corifodarutu cioldiurD 1 Eor!.1=.:;; ~~t B0c.uvior, tha form0r home of Jafferson Da.vis on 
tho lvlississippi gulf co:..;,st. Tha sun10 records show that tha numb0r of sol­
diers dr~win6 pension is d-JCrJe.sing at th0 r2..tG of 12 percent & y00.r. · 

The board meets regularly t~1ice a year in Amite County and the chancery 
clerk as clerk of the board distributes a small :nurnber of pensions quart0rly, 
makes reports, and occasionally posts and publishes annually a list of pen-. 
sioners. 

159. HIJTORY AND R0.3T~R OF CONF~DERH.TS :30LDERS AND :3AILORS, 1861-65 .-
1 vol. 

Narrative history of enlistment and service of Confederate soldiers and 
sailors, sho'NinJ; name of company, date organized, place 
members and officers, history of activities, movements, 
battles, c2tsue.lt ies, and final discharie. C.hrono arr. 
300 pp·. 16 x 12 x 1}.. Ch. clerk• s vault. 

or camp, names of 
participations in 
No indexo Hdw. 
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160. EN1.JiVERATION OF CONFEDERATE SOLDIB:;RS .AND WIDOvVS, 1907 C> 1 vol. · 
List of Confederate soldiers, their ~idows, and servants for pension rolls, 
sho·Ning name, state of enlistn1ent, co1npany, regiment, age, year of enlist­
fi1ent, soldier or vJ'idow, supe,rvisor's district, recapitu-lation. Alph. in­
dexed by name of pensioner. Hdw. on ptd. form. 150 pp. 16 x 12 x 1. County 
jail. 

161. PENSION RECORD, 1904--. 2 vols~ (2, 1 unnumbered). 
!\iinutes of pension board and list of pens:Lon~rs, showing name of pensioner, 
company and regiment, war record, da·te pension granted, post office address, 
amount granted, remarks. Alph. indexed by name of-pensioner. Hdwo and typed 
on ptd. form. 432 pp, 18 x 12 x 2. 1 volo, 1904-06, c;ounty jail; 1 vol., 
1907--, ch. clerk's office. 

XVII. SURVEYOR 

T~e office of county surveyor was establishe~ in 1799 by the laws drafted 
by Territorial (}overnor Vfinthrop Sargent and Territorial Judges Bruin and 
Tilton. He viras appointed by the governor to serve during good behavior and 
his duties included executing all orders of survey directed by any court, 
making-surveys for the county and replacing worn and defaced boundary markers. 
Compensati_on for his work was determined as follov,s: nror going to, and re.:. 
turning from a view, per day, thrity miles per day, one hundred and seventy­
five cents. For going to, attending the court on trial, and returning, per 
day,· one hundred and seventy-five cents" (Sargent •s Code, 1799; original ·holo­
graph, Department of Archives and History, Jackson, Mississippi)~ 

In. 1817 .the ~aunty courts were authorized to recommend surveyors for 
their respective counties to the governor who appointed and commissioned 
them (Laws of Miss., .1817; p. 65) o Surveyor's bond wa.s set at $2,000 but 
the duties remained -the SalilG {ibid.). · 

The constitution of 1832 (art• V, seco 19), made the .office elective 
biennially; ·the.constitution of 1869 {art, V, sec. 21), made no change in 
the status, but the· ccJnstitution of 1°890 (s'·e-9. 135), increased the term of 
office to four years. 

As early as 1811 the owners or proprietors of lands resurveyed or re­
marked by the surveyor vvere required to record the su~veyor 1 s reports and 
certificates (Turner's Digest, 1816; p. 16, art. 3, sec. V) but it was not 
until 1892 that the surveyor himself was required to rea;ord his surveys, 0 in 
a book provided by the board of supervisors and kept in the office of the 
chan~ery clark" {Miss. Coda, 1892; seco 4398)_. 

By the code of 1930 (secso 7139·7148) the surveyor is instructed to ex­
ecute all orders of survey directed to him by any court, and make all surveys 
of land within his county at the request of the owners or proprietors, and to 
do whatsoever in the surveying, resurveying, measuring, and dividing of land 
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that may be required of .him by any person. He may swear chain bearers and 
appoint deputies, and he must record his surveys. 

The surveyor has also been compensated by fe3s and the office under 
modern conditions does not pay enough to attract candidates. It is maintained 
at present in only 37 of the 82 counties of the state (Report of the Secretary 
of the State to the Legislature of Mississippi, 1933-35; p 67). The board of 
supervisors is authorized to employ at its discretion skilled and/or suitable 
persons to discharge certain necessary surveying duties (Misso Code, 1930; 
secs. 7155, 7157). 'rhis precaution enables the board to provido for the per­
formance of a survayor's duties when the surveyor's office is not filled in 
any county. 

A surveyor was appointed in and for Amite County in 1809 v1hen the c.ounty 
vvas established.: rrhe office has been .filled intermitt0n-tly and at present 
th0ro is no surveyor in the county. 

162. FIELD NOTES, _1928. ·1 vol. 
Surveyor's field notes covering-land tracts west of Pearl River, District of 
Mississippi, showing cou~se; distance, bearings, trees, crossings, remarks, 
diameter, range, twp., se_c. Sectionally arr. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 
320 pp. 18 x 12 x 2. Ch. clerk's vault. 

· XVIII. RANGgR 

The offic:e of ranger was officially established by the act of December 
24,, 1812 which gave the governor power to "appoint some suitable person in 
each and every county ••• to hold the office of 11ranger'1 , enter into bond of 
$500 payable to the chief justice •• o •. keep a book in which he shall register 
all certificates of strays delivered to him by.the taker up of strays •• o••• 
and file the same in regular ·order, •••• to cause a copy of tha certificates 
of every appraisernent ~ o be published in the nearest ne;ivspaper three times, 
•••• make out a fair and correct list of all strays and affix the same at the 
door of the court-house ••••• on the first day of each term, ••• oand vvithin 
three months after each appointment reside or keep an open office within 
one mile of the county court-house or the place where court is usually held" 
(Turneris Digest, 1816; P• 394, art. 12, seco I). 

Previous to th~s legislation, by the act of March 4, 1803, revised and 
amended February 10, 1807, the justices· of the c.ounty courts were required 
to Greet a pound at their respective courthouses and appoint some person to 
take care of the pound (ibid., p. 391, art. 1, sece II). The clerks of the 
courts kept the re9ords of all strays delivered to the pound (ibid., p. 395, 
art. 18, SGCo VII). 

By th0 law of 1812 the ranger was required to sell all strays after 12 
months if no owner appeared, and deliver the net procoeds of the sale to the 
county trcasuror af_ter deducting five parcant commission for his s0rvices 
(ibid., p. 395, art. 16, sac. V, art. 17, SGc. VI). 
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On February 11~ 1828 an am011dm0nt was passed making it rnuncfe .. t ory for 
tho rang0r to report to the c.ounty courts quarterly the amount of money 
raceivud from the sale of' strays, and make no allowance to takers up of 
stra.ys until approved by tha county court (Hutchinson~s Code,. 1848; chapto 
XII, art. 3, s0cs. 1-3). 

Th0 constitution of 1832 made tho office of ranger elective with a 
t0rm of two years {art o V ~ sac. 19). L;:,gislation enacted the next y(,ar in 
accordanc.0 with th0 provisions· of the constitution mada no change in thG 
duties of the rangar (Laws of Miss., 1833; Pa 477). In 1863 the sheriff 
was empowered to e.ct as ranger in cour1ties where the office was unfilled 
(Laws of Miss., 1863; chapt. XIV, p. 127) and in 1864 the ranger was no 
longer r,3quirod to advertise in the newspapers (Laws of Miss. 5 1864 9 cha pt. 
III, P• 5). 

As the countryside became more thickly settled and fencing conditions 
improvGd, the office of ranger becam0 less important and the fees derived 
from holding it became correspondingly less. It had been .necessary to_ make 
the sheriff ex-officio ranger (see above) in 1864 because the office was 
unsought in several counties o In 1871 the office of ranger was abolish0d 
as a separate office and the c.oroner was ma.de ex-officio ranger (Laws of 
Miss., 1871; cha pt e CCCXCIII). 

Little c;hange has been made in the scope of the duties of the ranger 
since 18710 The office is now of no great importance. The general stock 
law, (Lavvs of l11isso, 1926; chapt. 263), requiring owners to keep their live­
stock in safe enclosures has done much to restrain stock from running at 

· large. Justices of the peace virere given authority to discharge the duties 
of ranger in counties where the office did not; exist (Code of 1892, sec. 
1730)0 At present (1937) the ranger has general jurisdiction over estrays 
(Miss. Code~ 1930; secsci 5449-5465) and makes reports to the board of super-­
visors (ibid., secs. 5460-5461). 

The office of ranger was ests.blished in Amite County in 1812 and func­
tioned cor~inuously until 1871 when it was combined with the office of coro­
nera Since 1871 the office of ranger (and coroner) has existed intermittently. 
At present (1937) there is£coroner and ranger in the county. 

163. RANGER'S RECORD, 1882-19290 1 vol. 
Record of stray cattle taken up by the ranger, showing date, animal marks or 
description, claimant, charges~ dispositiono Chron. arr. No indexo Hdw. on 
ptdo formo 250 PP• 16 x 12 x 1~. County jail. 

XIX. COUNTY AGRICULTURAL DEli.iONSTMTION AGENT 

The agricultural demonstration agent, familiarly known as the county 
agent, is potentially and actually one of the most important county officers 
in Mississippi, a state where agriculture dominates the economic life of the 
people. He has been called on~ particularly in recent years, to cooperate in 
the advancement of the Federal Government·' s crop reduction and soil conserva­
tion programs., 
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Gounty .Agricultural Demonstration Agent, Reports (164-165) 

By the law of 1908 the boards of supervisors were authorized to estab­
lish in their respective counties or in conjunction with other counties, a·­
department of. agriculturet and appoint a commissioner of agriculture (Laws 
of lvliss., 1908; c:hapt. 103). The duties of this county commissioner were: 
to keep in close touch with the United States Department of Agriculture, the 
lvlississippi .Agricult~ral and Mechanical College (no1Jv called Mississippi State 
College), the state experiment stations, the state department of ·agriculture; 
to assist in organizing agricultural societies, to look after agricultural 
statistics; and to advanc:e in every way possible the farming interests of 
·the county (ibi,s!,o). 1'he act also provided that he be paid a salary fi_xed by 
the board of supervisor~. 

A second form of organization was established after 1914 when approved 
Acts of Congress granted Federal Aid which Mississippi accepted in 1916 {Laws 
of Miss., 1916; p. 184), (Miss. Code, 1930; sec. 7192). As part of the· ~xten• 
sion wo-rk of Mississippi State College, an agricultural demonstration agent 
is appointed by the board of supervisors in each county to be paid out of the 
general funds (Miss. Code, 1930; secs. 278-280) •. Gradually county departments 
of agriculture as provided for by the act of 1907 have given way to county 
agencies e_stablished by the Extension Department of Mississippi State College •. 
A full-time or part-time agricultural demonstration agent is maintained in 
every county at present (1937). His general functions of. disseminating use­
ful information among the farmers and developing the agricultural resources · 
of the. counties (ibid.,. sec. 278), have not been changed 0. 

The offic.e of county agricu··i. t,ural demonstration agent was first estab­
lished in Amite County in 1916 and was maintained part-time or full-time un­
til 1933. At that time it was put on a full-,.time basis and has continued 
without interruption. 

Reports 

164. COIJBINE!D AI\INUAL REPORT OF EXTENSION ·NORKER3, 1933-- ■. 4 v·ols. 
Annual reports of county agric.ulturaJ. agent and county agent of- home economics 
including general activities, crops, beautification of homes, forestry, agri­
cultural engineering, poultry and bees,- dairy and beef cattle, sheep, horses~ 
agricultural economics, food and nutrition, child development, home manage­
ment, health and sanitation •. Chron. arr. No index. Typed. 24 PPo 9 x 12 
x 1/8. County agent's office •. 

Cotton Control 

165e, BANKHEAD APPLICATIONS, 1934--35 .. 26 bundles. 
Applications for allotment and tax exemption certificates pursuant to the 
Cotton Act approved April 21, 1934, containing oath and signature of pro~· 
ducer, community an~ county committee certificates of applications~ basis 
for determining acreage,. yield, and production of cotton, cotton acreage, 
yield,_ and production for 1935,. total acres, cultivated acres, acres in 
cotton for 1935. Alph_. arr. by name of corrununity. No indexo Hdw •. on ptd •. -
form.. 15 x 9 x lo County agent's office. 
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County Agricultural Demont1tration Agent, Soil Conservation (166-171) 

166. AAA CITTTON CONTPJ'lCTS, 1934-35. 8 file boxes. 
Original Agricult.unal Adjustment Administration contracts with farmers for 
reduction of production of cotton, showing producer's name, addre.ss, noo of 
acres, sec., twp., range, basis for determining. reduction rental and parity 
payments, crop acreage in 1932-33, cotton acreage and production from 1928• 
32, surrunary report of county committee. Alph. · filed by name of producer. 
No index. Hdw o on pt d. farm. 14 x 12 x 240 County agent's office o 

167, APPLICATIONS FOR COT'rON PRIG.~ ADJUSTM~NrS, 1935. 4 file boxese 
Applications for cotton price adjustment payment and agreement to cooperate 
in the 1936 cotton adjustment program, containing name of producer, address, 
·no. bales sold, no o 0£ pounds, no. of cotton sale cert if icat e, name of pur-
chaser, address, date, no. of pounds sold, signature of purchaser. Alph. 
filed by name of producer. No· index. Hdw. -on ptd. form., 14 x 12 x 240 
County agent's office. 

1680 PLOiN UP RECORDS, 1933~ 17 bundles., 
Original offers to enter into cotton option benefits or benefit contracts, 
showing no. of contract, name of- address of producer,. terms of agreement, 
sketch of farm, size of farm, no. of acres cultivated, no. of acres in 
cotton, estimated no. of pounds from planted acreage, no. pounds offered 
to plow up, amount of each payment, signature of lien-holdero Alpho a·rr. 
by name of producero · No index. Hdwo on ptdo form. 15 x 9 x 1. County 
agent's office •. 

169n DIS'rRI3UTI0N PP .. RI'rY PAYTvIENTS, 1934-36~ 2 file boxeso 
Record of parity payments made to farmers by the government on cotton re­
duction in addition to price paid on acreageo Alph. filed by name of farmer. 
No index. Hdw. on ptda form. 14 x 12 x 24. County agent's office. 

Soil Conservation 

170. SOIL CONSERVA'rION PROGRAM, 1936. 2 file boxes • 
.I 

Record of soil conservation program, including work sheets, report of per-
fJ)~mance, application for grants, name of farmer, noo acres in farm, seco, 
t"··ip., range. Alph. filed by name of farmer. No index. Hdw. on ptdo formo 
14 x 12 x 24. County agent ts office. 

Niis eel lane ous 

171. lvIISCJ£LLA11EOUS, 1933--o 12 file boxes. 
Correspondence to and from county agent's office, programs of club work, 
bulletins from state ext ens ion department, and matters pertaining to work 
of the office o Alph. filed by topic. No index. Hdwo, typed, and ptq.. 
14 x 12 x 24. County agent's office •. 
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xx. COUNrY AG£N11 OF HOivE ECONOMICS (172-173) 

In 1914 tho 1Jor::.r 1s of supervisors were authorized to establish in their 
reDpoctive counties a department of home economics to be under the direction 
of the county agricultural demonstration agent (Laws of Miss., 1914; chapt. 
190)111 The act specified that this department should be directed by a woman,· 
well-varsed in scientific and homa economics, her salary to be paid by the 
board of supervisors out of the general county fundo She was required to 
keep in close touch with the United States .Department of Agriculture, the 
-Mississippi state colleges, the state departments of education and agriculture, 
and to work under the dir0ction of the county superintendent of Gclucation and 
make suc:h reports to him as he should requii:-e or as should be required by the 
state board of education (ibid.}, (Miss.~- Code, 1930;_ secso 281-282). 

A second form of or6anization arose after 1914 when approved Acts of Con­
gress granted Federal Aid which Mississippi accepted in 1916 (Laws of :Wiiss., 
1916; chapt o 127), (Miss. Code, _1930 9 sec. 7192). As part of the extension 
work of L.Lississippi Stuto College, a county agent of home economics, a woman, 
called colloquially a homa demonstration agent, is appointed by the board of 
supervisors in each c oun-t y, to be p9.id out of the general c aunty funds o The 
duties of her department are ~bo disseminate usoful information among fa.r:.nt 
vvomen and to organize and supervise cu.nnin6 and poultry clubs and othcc organ­
izations for the improvement of the home (Miss. Code, 1930; sec. 281). Her 
other duties and responsibilities remain the same as they were set up origin­
ally in 1914 (ibid,, sec. 282). 

At the present time (1937) the office of county agont of homa economics 
is_ not maintained in every county in the stateo It was first established in 
Amite County in 1918 and functioned intermittently until 1930 when it was 
discontinued. In 1933 the office was re-established on a full-time basis and 
has continuad since that ti.me without interruption. 

(For joint annual reports of the activities of° county agricultural demon­
stration agent and county agent of' ho111e econo1nics 9 see entry 164). 

1720 4-H CLUBS~ 1935--. 1 fil0 boxo 
Record of girls' 4-H clubs, their activities, and accomplisr.1.ments, shovving 
name of club, narnes of mambers, date organizGdc Alpho filed by narno of club. 
No index. Hdv:. and typed. 14 x 12 x 24. Hom.a damonstration agent's officeo 

173. HOME Dli:MONSTRATION CLUBS, 1935--a 1 file boxo 
Record of activities of vvom•3n 1s home demonstration clubs, including county 
council meetings, county projec.t meetings, community clull rneatings 5 camps, 
farm and home WdGk~ farm bureau, and other activities. .Alph. filed by name 
of club. No index. Hdw. and typedo 14 x 12 x 24. Hom6 dGmonstration 
aP·ent 's office o 0 . 
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County Agent of Home Economics (174-175) 

174. INFORMATION FILE, 1935--. 1 file bo.x. 
Current materials sent ·from specialists and district agents and information 
covering nutrition~ health, conservation, food preservation, horticulture, 
poultry, and house planning. Alph. filed by topic. No index. Hdw. and 
typed. 14 x 12 x 24. Home demonstration agent's office. 

17 5. LETTER FILE, 1935--.. l file box. 
~liscellaneous correspondence in connection with work of the department. Alph. 
filed by topic. No index. Hdw. and typed. 14 x 12 x 24. Home demonstration 
.agent's office. 
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original entry,·17 
redeemed, quarterly report of 

30 
sold for taxes, list of, 128 
sold to state and individuals, 

29 
tax roll, 113 

index to, 114 
Leases, oil and gas, 27 

index to record of, 28 · 
Ledger (county funds), 135 

Letters and bonds of 
administrators' , 60 
executors', 62 
guardians', 61 

Letter file (county agent of home 
economics), 175 

Licenses 
physicians' and surg3ons', 98 
privilage 

game and fish, 120 
log vvagon, 121 
raceipts, automobile, road. 

and privilege tax, 122 
tax record, 119 

teachers ' , 151 
Lis Pendens record, 50 
Livestock (see Animals) 
Maps, township plat book, 34 
Marks and brands, racord of, 36 
Marriag;:3 rocords, 96 

index to, 97 
Mesne process docket, 107 
Minutes 

agricu~tural high school, 140 
board of suparvi3ors, 2 
chancery court, 42 
circuit court, 67 
county court, 101 
orphans' court, 39 
pansion board of in~uiry, 161 
probat0 court, 40 

indGx to, 41 
Mortgages (land and chattel) and deeds 

of trust, general index to, 23 
(se~ also Deed~, Abstracts) 

Motion dock0t 
chancery court, 48 
circuit court, 74 

Motor vehicles, rGcord and raport of, 
130 

N0wspaper, thd Southorn Herald, 33 
Official bond r0gist0r, 13 
Oil and gas loases, 27 

indax to record of, 28 
Original land -3ntry, 17 
Orphans'·court, minutes and procaod­

ings, 39 (see also ChancGry court) 
PJnsion (so8 also Confadorate) 

board of inquiry, p. 71 
minutes, 161 
origin ·and functions, p. 71-72 

fund warrants, 10 
record, 43, 161 

Personal 
assessments, 110 
tax roll, 112 



Petitions school, to superintendent 
of education, 141 

Physicians' licenses, record of, 98, 
99 

Plat book, township, 34 
Pleas before circuit court, 65 
Plow-up records, 168 (see also 

Agriculture) 
Police, board of, 1 (see Board of 

supervisors) 
Poll tax rec~ipts, 127 

(du_plic:.:1.tes), 95 
Primary poll books, 92 
Privilege tax records, 119 
Probate court (see also Chancery 

court) 
and chancery court, racords, 46 

general index to, 47 
applica·cion docket, 57 
apprentica records, 52 
minute books, 40 

index to, 41 
Proceadings of board of supervisors, 

3 
Prosecuting attorney, county, p. 49 

duties, history, term, p. 49 
Quarterly report of lands redeemsd, 

30 
Ranger, 163, p. 74 

dutias, history, term, p. 74 
-Ranger's record, 163 
Real ·estatd (sea Land, Deeds) 
Receipt warrants, 133 
Recorder, 17-38, p. 19 

duties, history, term, p. 19 
Records, housing, cara and accessi­

. bility of, p. 11 
Records system, gover1~ental organ­

ization a:nd, p. 7 
Redamption, quarterly raport of lands 

red00m0d, 30 (s00 also Tax sales) 
Registrar's 

record of births, -157 
record of deaths, 158 

Registration books, 91 (seJ also 
Foll, Voters) 

Release from dolin~u3nt tax salaa, 
31 

Road 
and bridg·.J \-varrants, 9 
ovorsJ.Jrs' com:aissions, 16 
tax cash book, 116 
tax rocGipts, 125 

Schools 
petitions for, 141 
registers, 147 
i.:varrant s , 11 

Secret record of indictments, 82 
Sectional index to record of con­

·veyances, 22 
Sheriff, 107-109, p. 50 (see &lso 

r-rax collector) 
dockets, 107-109 
duties, history, term, p. 50-52 
tax sale record (list of land 

sold for taxes), 128 
16th section 

fund documents, 154 
r~cord of school funds, 155 

Soil conservation progro..m, 170 
Soldiers' discharg0 record, 32 
State 

docket, circuit court, 73 
lands (see Tax sales) 
witness certificates, 90 

Strays, record of, 163 
Subpoena docket 

chancery, 49 
circuit, 76 

Superintendent of dducation, 137-156, 
p. 64 
certificatas, 141-145 
dutias, history, term, Po 64-67 
field book of operations, 138 
r3gister of trustees, 139 

Superior court (sea also Circuit court) 
docket, 69 
jud@nent (civil casBs), 71 
records, 64, 66 

Supervisors' dockets, 4~5 
Surgeons' licens~s, record of, 98 
Surveyor, 162, Po 73 

Tax 
dutiGs, history, term, Po 73 

assessm.Jnt s 
land, 111 
parso116.l, 110 

assessor, 110-114, p. 54 
duti0s, history, tGrm, p~ 54 

ccll0ctor, 115-130, p. 57 
auditor's ~ccount with, 131 
c~sh r0c3ipts, 115-118 
duti0s, .history, tGrm, Po 57 
privilag~ licansJs, 119-122 
rac.Jipts to purc:-:as 3r at d-Jlin-

Li uJnt t:-:x sal0s, 128 



Tax 
coll0ctor, 115-130, p. 57 

record and raport of motor 
V3hiclas, 130 

rGceipts 
c.d valordm, 123 

index to rucord of, 124 
poll, 127 
road, 125 

index to, 126 
r0demptions 

y_uarterly reports of lands 
redeemed, 30 

rolls 
land, 113 

index to, 114 
personal, 112 

sales 
record of 

land sold to state and 
individuals, 29 

releases from, 31 
sheriff's rec9rd of lands 

sold, 128 
tax collector's receipt to 

purchasers at, 128 
Teachers 

-85-

cancelled pay certificates, 146 · 
contracts, 150 
examination papers, 149 
licenses, 151 
pay certificates, 143. 
reports, 148 · 

The Southern Herald (newspaper), 33 
Township plat book, 34 
Transportation 

contracts·, 152 
contractors' reports, 153 
pay certificates, 145 

Treasurer and auditor, 131-136, p. 61 
docket, 131 
duties, history, term, p. 61-63 

Trustees, superintendent's register 
of, 139 

Vital statistics 
births, 157 
deaths, 158 

Voters 
register of convicts, 93 

. registration books, 91 
\Varrants 

and budget register, 6 
and disbursement register, 7 

Vlarra.11 ts 
auditor's receipt, 134 
bridga and road, 9 
cancelled, 12 
general fund, 8 
pension fund, 10 
school, 11 

~;fill book, 55 ( see also Estates) 
'.Ji tness c·ertifica-tas, 54 
dorld War, soldiers' discharge 

record, 32 




