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FORE.i\TQPJ) 

The ~~_eE_.~9.!...Y.. 9-f. ~]'le p_oE_.1?-.:CZ ~E2!!..!-~ .. s_ 2.£ ~2-~_sJ ... 61>JPJJ~. is one of a number 
of guides to historical materials prepared throughout the United States by 
vrcrkers on Historical Records Survey projects of the iJZork Projects Adminis
tration. 'rhe publication h0rewith presented, an inventory of the archives 
of Walthall County, is number·74 of the Mississippi series, 

The Historical Records Survey program was undertaken in the winter of 
1935-36 £or the purpose of providir:g useful einployment to needy unen1ployed 
historians, lawyers• teachers, and research and clerical workers, In carry
ing out this objoctiv0, -the project was organized to compile inventories of 
historical materials., particularly tho unpublished govormnent docun1ents. and 
records ·which arc basic in tho administration of local gcvcrnmont., and which 
provide inva.luablo data for students of political, economic, and social his• 
tory. The archival guide hcrevvith presented is intended -to moot the require• 
monts of day-to-day administration by tho officials of tho county, and also 
tho needs of lawyers, businossn1an and other citizens ·who require facts from 
tho public r0cords for th0 proper conduct rn~ thoir affairs, The volume is so 
designed that it ca~ bo used by the historian in his research in unprint0d 
sources in the same way ho usos tho library card catalog for printed sources. 

. . 

Tho inventories producod by Historical Records Survey projects a.tte:mpt 
to de moro than give merely a list of r0ccrds - they attempt further to 
sketch in tho historical background of tho county or other unit of govern
ment., and to describe precisely o.nd in detail tho organization and functions 
cf tho govormnant agencies whc:so roccrds they list. The county, tcvm, and 
othor local invontorios for the entire country 1·1ill1 ·whon co111plctod, consti
tute e.n encyclopedia cf local i::ovornmont as well as a bibliography cf local 
archives. 

The successful conclusicn of the work of Historical Roccrds Survey pro
j octs, even in a sir1glo cc.unty, vveiuld not bo possible 1vi -thout tho suppcrt 
of public officials, historical and l0gal specialists, and many other grcups 
in tho community. Thoir cooperation is gratefully a.ckncwledgod. 

The Survey program ·was organized by Luther H. 1!,vans, v•rho s_orvod as 
Director until Ivfurch: 1, 1942• -~.,:hon h0 ·vv-as succoodod by Sargent B. Child, "'tvho 
had been Nationa.l Field Supervisor since -'Ghe in:1ug_uro..tion of tho Su.rvcy. 
Tho Survey has oporo.tod· as a J:Jaticn-wido sorios of locally spcnsorod prcjects 
in tho Service Division, of which Mrs. Florence Kerr, Assistant Com.L-nissicncr, 
is in cha.rgo. 

F. H, DRYDEN 
Acting Co!n.L--nissioncr 



PREFACE 

The Mississippi Historical Records Survey pr9gram was organized to 
inventory State, county, and municipal archives, early .American imprints., 
church records, and manuscripts in collections.,, In Mississippi the Histori
cal Records Survey has operated as a unit of the Statewide Records Project 
in the Service Division., and has been sponsored by the !Kississippi Department 
of Archives and History and some seventy county· boards of supervisors •. The 
Survey is being discontinued in order that its personnel may be diverted to 
activities which have a direct and unqualified relation to the war effort. 
However., thi~ volume is being published in a preliminary edition., since all 
data, except the subject and entry index, had been compiled preparatory to 
pub~ication. 

The inventory of the records of Walth.all County is the ninth prepared 
for publication. It is arranged so that the records of the executive branch 
of county governnent come first, followed -:by those of the recording., judicial, 
law enforcem_ent, fiscal., election, education., health, and miscellaneous agen
cies, Included aiso is a short essay on each agency or·oounty government out~ 
lining th~ organization of the agency in Walthall County, its present status, 
the method qf-filling the office, and the term of office. · Since these essays 
are limitedJ it is suggested that the reader consult the Inventory of the 

. ----~---Count_z Archi.ves of. ~~~-~~~Rl?J:~ ,!_~o -~-7;) .;~~!:!:. f1~-~-~~, for more detailed es-
says than those fo.'1nd :Lu. ·i;:·.i.e ·v'laltha.11 (}ounty in,r0r1tory. The records· are ·de-
scriped by. records -ser i0s in errc:r J.es whose sty:!.·:?! bi?.s been formalized to give 
information concorn.ir.16 the -tiJc,lo c·f recc,·rcl;, (\ai.:.c.~G f·JT' which available, quan
tity, labeling .of vol· . .,i.rn.As er 1.'.'J.rrt:ain0rs., varia:..'!t, ti'cJ.oz.~ deo~ription of' record 
contents, manner of a;;rar.g0ment, indexing, nature of reool"ding, s:ize of volumes 
or containers., and location. 

This inventory will be useful to officials, to students· of research, 
and to schools. It will serve as a guide or catalog to officials -who, be
cause of periodic turnover in office personnel and because of the division 
of duties., cannot be expected to have a comprehensive know-ledge.of all the 
records, familiarity with which is necessary to the efficient functioning· 
of the office.. Writers of local history i.vill find that the inventory ·is a 
ready guide to all records reflecting po_litical, social, -and economic develop
ment of the county, and students of local government will value the inventory 
for locating the records and for tracing the trends of local· governnent. The 
inventory can be used by the schools to familiarize the students with the 
various aspects of local government, with the types of ·records kept in connec
tion with the administration of local_ government-, and with the instruments 
filed and recorded to protect pr'ivate proper·by rig~ts. · 

The survey of the records.of Walthall County, sta~ted by Historical 
Records Survey field workers., was c~pleted by Mrs. Mabel V. Bustin, District 
Supervisor" The final recheck of the entries was made. by Andrevr Brown, As .. 
sistant State Supervisor., in May 1942. ·· The historical sketch was written by 
Elsie Mae Chambers, now a reporter on the staff of the Jackson Daily Clarion
Ledger. 

The Survey has f.ollowed general rC?gulations and procedures applicable 
to ull VvPA project units in the 48 st·ates. liississippi WPA officials have 



V 

given the Survey their cordial support and assistance. The Survey also 
acknowledges the interest and cooperati_on of the Yvalthall County officials, 
of Dr. William D. McCain, Director of the Mississippi· Department of Archives 
and History, and of the Ripley (Mis~.) Southern Sentinel in printing the 
cover as a c·o-sponso:r 's contribution •. 

The State office of the Survey profited in all phases of its work by 
the constructive advice and criticism of the National office and its repre
sentatives. Thi.s -inventory in ~anuscr~pt form was given editorial review 
in the National office by Louise· Bo~nton, assistant editor, and was further 
reviewed by Mabel· S. Brodie, _editor in.charge of public records inventories, 

. . 

' 

The original plan of the Historical Records Survey was to publish the 
Invent9ry of the Countl Archives. o_£ TulississiEpi in 82 units, one for ea,ch 
county in the State, with the unit··s numbered to correspond _with the alpha
betical sequence of the counties~ Thus, the inventory of the records of 
Walthall County~ herewith presented, is-number 74. It is being issued in 
a preliminary· edition in m:imeographed form for free distribution to State 
and local public officials and.libraries in Mississippi and to a limited 
number of libraries and governnental agencies-outside the State. The inven
tory was prepared for publication in the State office of the Survey by an 
editorial staff headed by Andrew Brown, Assistant State Supervisor. 

A list of the publications issued by the Mississippi Historical Records 
Survey appears on page 120. r~~ore tha.rJ. 1,850 publications have been issued 
by the Survey throughout the Nation. 

9 Bridges Building 
Jackson, Mississippi 
June 1942 

ROBERT E. STRONG 
State Supervisor 
Mississippi Historical 

Records Survey 
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{First entry, P• 44) 

1. HISTORICAL SKETCH 

Walthall County, created in 1910, 1 ~µt not permanently organized until 
1914,2 is situated in the extreme south-c.~ntral portion of the S.tate.. The 
county contains 389 square miles 3 and has' a population of 17,534 persons.4 
It is irregularly shaped, and is bounded on the north by Lawrence County. 
on the east by 1~rion County, on the south by Washington Parish, Louisiana, 
and on the west by Pike County. 

In detail the present boundaries of the county- are: ''Beginning on the 
Mississippi-Louisiana state line at the southvrest corner of section thirty
six, tO'Wllship one, north, range nine, east; and run thence north along the 
v1ost boundaries of sections thirty-six, twenty-fivo, twenty-four, thirteen, 
twelve and ono, in townships ono, two, throe and four respectively of range 
nine, east, to the northwest corner of section one, in township four, north• 
range nine, cast; thence cnst along tho township lino between townships four 
and five, north, to the northeast corner of section five in township four, 
north, range eleven, cast; thence south along the ca.st boundary of said sec
tion five to the northeast corner of the southeast quarter of said section; 
thonoe oo.st along tho.half section l~e of section £our, north, range cloven, 
ea.st, to the northeast corner of tho southeast quarter of s~id section four; 
thenoo south a.long tho cast boundary of section four to tho southeast corner 
of so.id section; thence cast ulong the south boundary of section throo in 
tovmship four, north, ro.nge eleven, co.st to tho southco.st corner of the south• 
wost quarter of so.id section thrco; thcnoo south along tho ha.lf section line 
of section ton, township four, north, ra.ngc cloven, cnst, to tho center of 
said section toni thence oft.St along tho half section linGs of sections ten, 
cloven nnd twelve in to,mship four, north, rnngo eleven, cast, to the south
co.st oornor of the southwest quarter of tho northwest qua.rtor of said section 
twelve; thonoo north along tho co.st boundary of the southwest quarter of tho 
northv-rcst quarter of ao.id section twelve to the northco.st corner of tho said 
southwest quarter of tho northwest qua.rtcr of snid section twelve; thence 
onst along tho south boundnry of tho northoast quarter of the northwest qunr• 
tor of said section twclvo to tho southcnst corner of tho northeast quarter 
of the northwost quarter of said section tvvclvc;, thence north o.fong tho half 
scotion line of said section twelve to the northeast oorncr of tho northwest 
quarter of said section twelve; thence onst along the north boundary line of 
snid section twelve to the northc~st corner of the snme, this point being on 
the range lino between rnngcs cloven and twelve, oust; thence south along so.id 
rnngo lino seven miles to the northwest corner· of section eighteen in township 
thrco, north, runge twelve, c~st; thence cast ulong the north boundary lino of 
said section eighteen in·snid tovmship throe, north, range twelve oust ono
hnlf mile to tho northcnst corner of tho northwest qu~rtor of s~id section 

1. L. M. 1910, PP• 278-283. 
2. L. M. 1912, p. 415i Register of Commigsions, State, County, und Municipul, 

1912, in office of Secretary of State, New Cnpitol, Jackson, P• 341. 
3. United Stc.tcs Bureau of tho Census., Fifteenth Census of the United Str"tos, ___ ., ........ __ --- - -----

1930, Popl,_lo.tion, I, table 3, P• 584" 
4. Unitod-S.tt{tcsBurec.u of tho Census, f-oru::..a.tion of the Sta.to of l~iississippi, --------- - -- --- -Final Fi[urcs: 1940, Wnshington, 1940, P• 1. 



Historioo.l Sketch (First ·c ntry~, p ti 44) 

cfghtcon; thonoc south along the ho.lf section lino of sections eighteen, nine• 
teen, thirty and thir.ty-ono :in township throe, -north~ ra.nge twelve.,: cast, four 
milos to tho tov1nship lino botvvoen tovvnships tvfo o.nd three., north; thonoe ee.st 
a.long a.a.id tov1nship lino between toVv~ships tv10 and three, one- a.nd one-half miles 
to the northeast oornor of section five in tov1Tnship two., north1 rango twelve 
cast;. thence south along the cast bounde.ries of sections five, eight and sovon
tocn in township two, north, range twelve, co.st,_ three miles to-the southenst 
corner of so.id section scvontoen; thence east· o.long the no~th boundo.ry line of 
sections twenty-one,. twenty-two1 twenty-throo and twenty-four to tho northeast 
corner of sootion twenty-four in township two, north, range twelve., c~st; thence 
south along tho range lino botwoon rc"ngos twelve o.nd thirteen,' one o.nd ono-ha.lf 
miles to the southv1cst corner of tho northwest quarter of section thirty in town
ship tvvo, north., ra.ngo thirteen., ca.st; thonoo enst ulong the ho.lf s0ction lino 
of_. se_otion thirty to the center of so.id section; thence south o.long· tho ho.lf scc
ti'on .lino of sections thitty nnd thirty-ono in tov1nship two, north, ro.ngc thir
teen, ce .. st, one a.nd ono-hc .. lf miles to tho tov1nship line b·etween townships one 
and two; thence 00.st along snid township lino one-ho.lf .milc to the northeast 
corner ofisoction six., ·tovmship one 1 north, range thirtoen, co.st; thence south 
along tho oast boundary of so.id section six one mile· to tho northwest corner of 
soot ion eight in tovmship one., north, range thirteen., ca.st; · thence cast along 
the north boundary- of sections eight, ni110, ton, cloven;, and tv1olvc in township 
one., north,· ra.ng0 thirteen., en.st, .five mi-1cs to the. northoo.st corner of said 
scotion twolvo; thence ,south along .the ro.nge lino between r~ngos thirteo·n ~d. 
fourteen fi~e miles, to the southc~st corner 'Of sootion,thirty-six, township 
one, north, ro.ngo ·thirteen, co.st, this point· being on the Mississippi-Louisinno. 
sto.to linor thonoo west. along said state line to the point o·f. beginning. 11;5 

. . ( 
. . . . . 

Wo.ltho.ll County _lies in the Long Leo.f Pino·:rcgion of Mississippi; 6 ninet.y 
per cont of tho timber in thi_s section is •pine. 7 Large tra.cts of the finest,. 
i:;i:rn.ber in th0 Ste.to grow in this rogiono 8 Viest of' Pearl River, which flows 
thr.ough l\'Ia.rion County a.nd comes very close to Vlnlthall n.t one point, the soil . 
is of tho Ore.ngot.1rg type or tho rod Lo.f'nyetto.9 The land of Vio.lt~'1a.ll County··~ 
is gontJ.:r rolling o.nd drains fc:.irly vtellu Tho lo.rgcst stroo.m in.the county ._is 
M0Go9 Cree~: v.~::i:1.ch mcandc:rs through tho county from north to south" Bogue Chit-
to· Creek flov\~s through the southv;ost portion, -o.nd other smo.llcr f.itx·cc-.ms drain . 
tho rer.ia:5.ndcr- of the oountyo S01J.the8.Et cf: r:•rlcrtown, tho county .:.:00.-t, some of 
tho bcr.t · farming lc .. nd in the iT\fholc S-to:L0 lies rJ.on6 . tho G:--ccwt !'Tor-t.ho:rn Ra'ilroc.d}O 
Th · I ,. • , • t . 1, .... . . - 1 .. d . ~ .r:. • e soi_ 01· ·c.rn.s coun y, is u.n .. 1.8ua -s· !n"'.··ci.~.e r.nc- 1s pro uc·tivo o.l, vc..rious crops, 
trees., c.nd vogetc'bl•.:s., ·w·l,.i~!.e -ch.c :.:i~~ 1,]. cl::.;nL'.to r.nd · !ong- grov?ing sec.sons muke this 
Se. ot ~ .or· : '; 0 0 ,...:i tr.u n 1.-1· '-"I r:r· ("\ ··1a"' m•"\ •.t.P1r"l ~ .,. ... O"") "i" dr ·n:i.· ·n ;'' ., 're{\ J. l 

5. 

6. 

7. 
8. 
9. 

10. 
11. 

.._ l ... ~ 6 U - \..• ·-'· ---o \.-:..i. . .., •'J" ~--· ··' I:::'•·· -• --·6 (..... ~:. ~ . 
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Hist ortiot\l Sketch (First entry,,, p.44) 

Although new ~s c county, Wnlt~all is in a section of Mississippi which 
wus settled early. The territory from the Amite River to tho Tombigboo River 
wo.s occupied by tho Chocto.v'1' India.ns ·• 12 Today, c. lone Indio.n mound near Ko
komo, just over tho line in ]&~ion younty, remains ns tho only tungible monu
ment of the Choctaw in the vicinity: of V·,o.lthnll County. 

During the Indian occupancy, three Europoun nutions ol~imod tho section 
in which W~lthnll County was loc~tca m~ny yea.rs lo.tor. The Sp~nish, by right 
of discovery, o lo.imcd a.lmost the cnt ire South until 1699, 13 but 11 Spnnish occu
pa.t ion did not keep pa.cc vrith Spanish clo.ims. 1114 Mississippi wa.s pa.rt of a. 
much-disputed territory. Cha.rlcs I of Englund granted ~11 tho lunds between 
31° on the south end 36° on tho north to Sir Robert Henth in 1629.15 Rotuin
ing this property, which w~s called Cnrolinn, only u short time, he transferred 
his interest to Lord Mb.ltrnvcrs in 1637. 16 Tow~rd the end of the century, Dr. 
Do.nicl Coxe, proprietor of Vicst Jersey from 1687 to 1692 und court physicic .. n 
under Chnrlcs II c..nd Queen Anne, 17 o.cquircd Ca.roliw ... 18 

In the meantime the French ho.d pla.ntcd c settlement ~t Biloxi, clniming 
o.11 of prcscnt-de.y r\lississippi a.s vircll c .. s o. vc.st trr .. ot ,vest of tho i!ississippi 
Rivcr.19 Thus., v;hen Dr. Coxo•s men o.ttomptcd to to.kc possession of his lo.nds,. 
one story hns it th~t they wore purposefully mthsdircotcd from tho mouth of tho 
Mississippi by Bionvillej however, the Englishmen were not nnxious for uny 
trouble with tho Fronoh., o.nd they yielded to tho clnims of French possession. 
English occup~tion of this section at this time wo.s thus postponcd.20 The 
French ccllod their now country Louisiuno.. Previously, Englnnd h~d in 1665 
lowered her C~rolinc. boundr..ry to 29°, mcinly to force Spnin to mnko n oompro
miso lino a.t 31°, Vihich vvr~s ncr;otir. .. tcd in 1670. 21 In 1733., Georgia v10.s tnkcn 
out of c~rolinn nnd grn~tcd ~ sen-to-sco. ch~rtor; 22 however, tho South Cnro
linio.ns (tho colony of Co.roliD4~ hnd boon divided in 1729)23 continued to claim 
the region south to tho twenty-ninth pnrnllcl.24 

12. 
13. 

14. 
15. 

16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 

24. 

While tho territory w~s in tho possession of Georgia, tho lcg~slaturc of 

7 U. S. Stc.t., P• 98. 
Dunbar Rowlnnd (comp.)., The Offici~l ~nd Stutisticnl Register of tho 
Ste.to ~ M1ssissippi, -1908, p. 1. (horen.t€cr cited o.s Rovllc..nd-;-Rcgfstcr, 
1908). 
R. S. Cottcrill, T~e Old South. ~p. 60. 
Ibid., p. 63; Justin V-indsor~ Tho Strug5lc ~ Amcricr.. Between Englund 
c.nd Fra.ncc, 1697•1763, The :Mississippi Be.sin, p. 46. 

Vi inds or, op.cit. , p. 46. · · ---Verner Y~. Ore.no., The Southern Frontier, 1670-1732, pp. 48, 49. 
Ibid. 
Ibid • ., p. 48; Riche.rd F. Rocd, The Nc.tchez Country, Po lOo 
~indsor, op. cit. pp. 45, 46. 
Cottcrill-;-op. cit., p •. 63. 
Allen D.· Cr..ndlcr, Colonir .. l Records of the Ste.to qf Georgia., I, pp. 11-6 3. 
J. M. 1i~hitc, 11Tcrritoria.I Grov~th in Ivlississippi,,.in Publicq,tions of tho 
Mississippi Historica.l Society~ I-II (1898), p. 126. 
Cottcrill, op. cit • ., p. 87. -
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thnt Stnto conducted c series of lnnd so.los involving Mississippi, Louisinnc-, 
o.nd Tonnossoo lunds. Tho sr..lc 11 of this ·wild domr_in /wo.s7 £or the purpose of 
peopling it nnd enriching the Troc..sury of the Stntc1'of-Gcorgia.25 The first 
sc.lc, made in 1789, did not c.ffcct the e.rcn cmbrc .. ced in prcscnt-dc.y 'V~altha.11; 26 
however, the second trnnsaction, ·made in 1794-95, did include a lnrgc pnrt of 
the oounty. 27 By this snlc the Georgia-Mississippi Company, composed of Nichol
as Long, Thomns Glassock, Ambrose Gordon, Thomas Cummings, o.nd their associctcs, 
purchnsed the territory from tho Mississippi to tho Tombigbee Rivers between 310 
18' and 320 40 1 for $155,00Q.28 

The whole ncgotiction wus rcvcnlcd ~s n gigantic fraud in which all members 
of the logislnturc but one had been bribed to vote for the pnssngc of tho bill 
permitting tho sc.le of the land. 29 1k;.ny prominent people· outside of the Sta.to 
of Georgia wcro implicntod, also. Accordingly, u law was p~ssod ~t the next 
session of the Georgia. lcgislc.ture requiring thc..t "tho different -brn.nchcs of 
the lcgislnturo ••• nsscmbled together; at which meeting tho officers shall nt
tond with the several records, documents nnd deeds in the Socrotc..ry's Surveyor 
Goncrnl's nnd other· public offices; end which records nnd documents shnll thon 
und there be expunged from the face und indexes of tho books of record of tho 
Stato, and tho enrolled law or usurped net shall then be publicly burnt in or• 
der thct no trace of so unconstitutional, vile and fraudulent a transaction 
othor thnn tho infnmy att~chod to it by this lnw shnll remain in tho public of
fices thoroof •••• 11 30 Artor this order hc.d been cc1orricd out a.t Louisville., tho . 
Stato o~pinl, tho· l~nd rovortod to the State of Goorgin.31 

Spnin, in the mcnntimo, hnd doclnrcd wnr ngcinst Englund, ~nd Don Bcrnudo 
do Gnlvoz, tho Spc..nish Governor, a.ttnchod British ~est Florida nnd cupturod 
this province, whoso northern boundnry had been fixed by England o.t the po.r~llcl 
running t1.oross the Sta.to from tho point v1hcro tho Yo.zoo River flov;s into the 
Mississippi Rivcr.32 From 1783 to 1795~ Sp~in held this country while Georgia, 
ignoring the Spnnish cl~ims, cttcmpted to colonize it.33 The Sp~nish title was 
surrendered in 1795 by tho Trca.ty of 1!.~drid, 34 c.nd in 1798, tho llississippi Ter
ritory was created to include thnt pnrt of Mississippi nnd Alnbn~ between 31° 
o.nd 32° ia,.35 In 1802, Georgia surrendered both her real ~nd imaginnry olnims 
in Mississippi, ceding her clo .. im on this territory to tho United Sto.tcs, o.nd 
whon the Indian Cession was mc~de three years lntcr, South Mississippi wns opened 

25. 

26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
32. 
33. 
34. 

35. 

Albert Jc.mes Pickett, History of Alo.be.ma. end Incidcnta.lly of Georgia. t-nd ~--~-----~------------------]fi.ssissippi, II, p. 112. 
r Amcricnn Stntc Pcpcrs, Public L~nds, I, p. 120. 

Ibid. 
Pickett,· op. cit. p. 11-1:. 
Ibid., p.L65. 
Ameriocn State P~pors, Public Lunds, I, p. 144 •. 
Ibid. 
Rowland, Register, 1908., P• 2; -Cotterill, op. cit., p. 110. -Ibid. 
J. F. I-I. Clniborne;, Mississippi, us c. Province, Territory, c.nd Str..to, 
P• 159. ------
l U.S. Stnt., PP• 549, 550. 
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for white scttlcmcnt.36 Territorial govcrmnent continµcd until 1817 Vll'hcn Jliss
issippi bconmc u State. 

The lc.nd v,rithin the boundurics of the 1805 cession had, hovlover, a.lrcc.dy 
boon included v1ithin the jurisdiction of sovcrr..l ca.rly counties. \"ihcn AG0..ms 
County ,~as crco.tcd April 2, 1799 1 it included the s outhcrn hc.lf of the Missis
sippi Territory 11 0 ommcncing e.t tho mouth of Fo.irchild I s creek o.nd running di
rect ·to the most southern purt of Elliotsvillc - - thence c~stcrly a.long the di
viding ridge of Cole's end Snndy's creeks so r~r cs the present settlements ex
tend, c.nd thence by c.. due ca.st line to the tcrritorin.l bounda.ry ••• o "37 On 
June ,l., 1800, o. proclnmc..tion by Tcrritoric..l Governor Vfinthrop Sa.rgont cstc..b·· 
lishod Yio.shingt on County to include 11 0.ll r~nd singulc.r la.nds lying c.nd being 
wi-s}1in the follov1ing, vi~. a The tcrritoria.l boundc.ries upon tho north, ca.st 
o.nd. 8outh a.nd the Pco.rl river on tho liest sha.11 constitute tho sane, to be 
n~mod end hcrenftcr to be c~llcd Wo.shington •••• 038 Adams w~s divided in 1802 
to porn1it the croc.tion of l~ilkineon County with boundc..rics "beginning c .. t tho 
mouth of tho Homochitto River, thence running up said Homoohitto River to 
Riche.rd 's Forry., thence by n lino ru:nnin;; duo cc~st to tho v.restern boundc.ry of 
\"ia.shington Cou~ty •••• ~~9 _Tho territory between this lino ~nd. tho thirty-first 
pnr~llcl constituted t1lk1nson County.~O On February 24, 1809• thct pnrt of 
'\"iilkinson County 11 beginning c.t tho thirty mile post Ct' .. st of the Mississippi 
River on tho line of clcnw.rkc~tion a.nd running due north until it intersects tho 
line of J~dr .. ms County ••• '' to' tho ,;~·nshington boundary v,:ns ta.ken to form Amite 
County. 41 In tho lo.ttcr pc.rt of' this sc .. mc yeo.r, December 21., 1809~ Fro.nklin 
County v1ns crco.tcd from o. portion of .h.dc.ms, a.nd l"~a.ync from c. portion of t:a.sh
ington. 42 Tvto yea.rs lo.t.cr, December 9, 1811, Bc .. rion County Wt'..S created from 
port.~ons of 'ti~o.yno, Frc.nklin, c.nd Junito Countics. 4 3 :Marion·county W[\S divided 
Fobruo.ry 9, 1815, to nllow the orcution of Pike. 44 Nonrly c century lator, in 
1910, ~nlthall County was csto.blishod from pnrts of Pike llnd :Mc .. rion.45 Thus 
liinyno County ·v-;o.s tho first county ostc.blishcd from tho 5,987 .,000 norcs nftcr 
the Indic.n title hc.d boon clearod, o.nd Yic.ltho.11 wc .. s the thirteenth. 46 

Agitation for n new county bognn c number of yeurs before tho oo~nty wns 
nctunlly orcntod. On Jnnu~ry 27, 1908, c. bill was introduced in 'tho House to 
cror-.te Tylor County;47 hovtovcr, on Fobruc.ry 19., the bill v10.s withdrnvm. 48 On 

36. Code 1816, 
37. Code 1807, 
38. Ibid., pp. 

pp. 35-38; 
pp. 2., 3. 
3-tl :.te 

39. Code 1816., P• 
_,'40. Ibid. 
'.~·41.··. · !'Sic! • ., p. 95. 

89. 

42. Ibid., PP• 96, 97. 
43. Ibid., P• 105. 
44. Ibid., P• 119. 

7 U. S • St c..t • ., p • 9 8; C ode 1818, ch. 5, c.rt • 7 •. 

·15. L. 11. 1910, PP• 278-283. 
46. Dunbr .. r Rov:lr.nd, 1~ Hist8ry of Mississippi., the Hoc.rt of the South, II., pp. 

674., 753. These-Counties, in tfie order of their crcr.tian v;crc: Ti!l,yno., 
Greene, !.Iarion., La'VV!"cnco, Pike, Covington, Pcrry1 Jones, Lincoln, Larne.r:, 
Forrest, Jeffers on De.vis, a.nd ~-·c1.ltha.ll (Ibid.). 

~7. Journe.l of the House of Rcprcscnt2..tives of the Sta.to of Mississippi, 
!908, p.221. - - · -

48. Ibid., p. 520. 
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March 10 it was introduced again, calling the county Walthall instead of Tyler 
so ~s to honor a prominent Mississippi statesman, Gen. Edward Cary Walthall, 
but it did not pass.49 The Magnol.ia Gazette carried a map or the proposed coun
ty in 1909, and ii" it had been cre~ted ~s pictured in this map, it would have 
contained 404 square miles and the~ boundaries would have been substantially 
different from those of the present county. 50 The proposal for the creation 
of the new county reached the Legislature again in 1910, and the law authoriz
ing the establishment of the county was passed in March 19lo.51 The Constitu
tion of 1890 requires that the citizens of each of the counties to be disrnam
berod shall vote separately on tha\mattar;52 thoroforo, e.n election was hold 
April 15, 1910 in the parts of P.i~e ~nd Marion tho.t were to constitute the 
new Walthalllj53 Although the vote;resulted in a large mo.jority in Pike o.nd a 
slim majority in Marion for the organi.za.tion of the county, the evidence of 
illegality in holding the election.was abundantly indisputableo54 

The matter was carried to court, and proceedings were instituted '-ti;.rti.nst 
the election commissioners of Ma.rion County for alleged dereliction of rl1;:~y. 
A great deal of testimony- wo.s taken in order to show that illegal vot0~1 ,'T·"J';~e 

cc.at at the Slade district box., which the oommissionors had thrown out., ar.~d 
tho case was argued twice before the Supreme Court.55 The resulting deci3ion 
was given as follows: "The statute 

1
relative to this ce.so givos no authority 

to the commissioners to take testim~ny on the question· of the legality ·or il
legnli ty or the votes cast at tho· election. The sole power of tho commission
ers is confined to -tho canvass and return or the ballots. Wo see no rea.son to 
remand this cause, and for that reason tho former judgement reversing and re
manding is hereby vacated and in place or the former judgment a judgment is 
hereby directed to bo entered requiring appolleos, Thonas _s. Lowis, William L. 
Magee, and Warren Rigott, oonnnissioners, to meet and canvass tho returns mo.de 
to tham by the managers of the election im Marion County to determine whether 
or not the county Qf Walthall should be created. The commissioners are also 
required to make due return to the Secretary of State after nnking the canvass 
e.s required by law. The court declines to direct tho eommissionors herein as 
to hovr they shall make the canvass and return, nnd this feature of the motion 
is hereby overruled.11 66 In the final disposition of the case the commissioners 
again assembled and canvassed the ballots, showing that a :najority of all tho 
votes cast, were against the creation of Walthall County.57 

In 191Z., the proposal came before the Legislature aguin, and the county 
was rocroated with a number of boundary changes different from. those proposed 
in 1910.68 But under the Constitution only one election for a nevi county could 

4 9 • Ibid • , pp. 8 82 , 9 90 • 
50. Magn.olia. Go.zotta, Magnolie .. , Nov. 17, 1909, P• 2. 
51. L. M:. 1910, PP• 278, 279. 
52 • Const. 18 90, soc • 2 60. 
53. Mo.gnolic. Gazette, Magnolia., i~pril 20, 1910, P• 3. 
54 • Ibid • , .b.pr i 1 2 3 , 1910 , p • 2 • 
55. 97 Miss. Rep., PP• 599-622; 54 So. Rep., P• 257. 
56. Ibid. 
57. Ibid. 
58. L. M. 1912, P• 415. 



- 7 , .. 

Historical Sketch (First entry, P• 44) 

be hold in four yoars. 59 Thorofore, i-t was necessary to wait two yea.rs ~rter 
the Legislnturo created tho county to vote on the mo.ttcr. This second eloc~ 
tion, hold April 22, 1914t resulted inn lcgnl mc.jority of votes for the crea
tion of Wnlthn.11 County, 6u end tho .ea.mo ele~tion mo.de Tylertovm tho county 
sent.61 Tho boundaries defined in the 1912 act arc idonticnl with those of the 
present county. 

On April 25 6 19141 Gov. Eurl Brewer issued a proclarnn.tion setting up n 
county government in Vio.tho.11, a.Tl..d. he c..ppointcd tho first officers ns .f ollov1s: 
J.M. Alford, county nttorncy; Sundy A. Simmons, sheriff; C. N. Carruth, chnn
ccry clerk; B. B. Breland, circuit clerk; J. J. Leo, superintendent of educa
tion; J. L. Yarbrough, surveyor; L. Ollie Bridges, tronsuror; Churlos Patten, 
coroner c .. nd ranger; c..nd Cnrl Bo.11, tax a.ssossor.62 Supervisors woro: Viillio 
McDaniel, first district; D. 1~ McElveon1 second. district; Tom Janos, third 
district; A. D. ~.ilcGuffio, fourth district; v~. B. Duno:vvo.y, fifth district. 63 
Constables wore:· Ellis Alford, first district; J~p Grubbs, second district; 
Mo.rcus Herring, third district; A. B. Brumfield, fourth district; B. D. Boyd, 
fifth distriot.64 Eloction commissioners were: H.F. Bridges, R. A. Conerly, 
UJ.j,d )~ • A. Pigott. 65 

The first meeting of the b·oard of supervisors convened May· 4, 1914., in 
the office of lv!ayor G. H. Collins of Tylertovm.. 66 D. Ii. McElveen presided and 
was elected president of the board. All county-beat officers took the oath or 
office and presented their bonds vn1ich were approved and accepted by the board 
of supervisors. 67 V. M. Roby ,-ra.s chosen attorney for the board and his salary 
fixed at $200 per year. On :May s. the board divided the county into convenient 
districts or boats after vrhich they adjourned to investigate and inspect tem
porary quarters for tho county officers and courts.68 Tho proposal of L. L. 
Parker, who offered four rooms and a hallway in the Shedwick-Alford Building on 
En.ooh Street, VJ"as accepted at a rent of $20 por .. month.69 On lJJay 6, the board 
ordered a registration of voters in the county, adopted tho proposal to ront 
tho second floor and one room on tho first floor from Camp 156 Woodmen of the 
World :&lilding at tho rate of $75 per annum for a place to hold the courts of 
tho county, arranged for an accurate transcript of all the rocords of Marion 
and Piko Counties pertaining to titles of property now situated in Walthall 
County, and arranged to receive proposals fr~m all banks in tho county for the 

· privilege of' acting o.s the county depository. 70 On }jay 7., plans and specifica
tion for working all first and second class roads in tho county wore mo.do and 

59. Const. 1890, sec. 260. 
60. Register of CorrJ111issions~ State, County, and 1\liunicipal, 1912, in office 

of Secretary of State, New Capitol, Jackson, P• 341. 
61. Ibid., PP• 341, 342, 
62. Ibid. 
63. Ibid. 
64. Ibid. 
65. Ibid. 
66. Minutes Boo.rd of Supervisors, vol. 11 pp. 1-12; soc entry 1. 
67. Ibid. 
6 8. Ibid. 
69. Ibid. 
70. Ibid. 
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adopted. At the close of this day the·board adjourned to meet again in June, 
after being in session only four dayso71 

The school system in 1Nalthall County was already well established when 
the county ·was organiz·e-d, so the schools vvhioh had existed in Pike and Marion 
Counties continued, with a few adjustments, to function without interruption 
in Vfalthall County. The most recent figures indicate that there arc 11 white 
and 28 Negro schools in tho county~ employing 67 white and 71 Negro tcachcrso 72 
Fifty-throe school bussos transport tho children to school. 73 In 1942, Lexie 
and Tylertown schools wore on tho State affiliated list; four consolidated 
schools vrcrc on tho probationary list; and ono school did only tv;o years of 
high school work. 74 Tylcrtovm is tho only separate school district in tho 
county. 75 Tho total enrollment of the schools of Y~althall County in 1940-42 
was 4,838.76 Of this numborj 2,710 were enrolled in Negro schools. 77 

Tho two chief religious groups in tho county arc tho Methodist and Bap
tist churches. There is one v~hitc Methodist circuit and some 15 v~•hitc Baptist 
churches. 78 Tho white Baptist churches belong to tho .talthall County Associa
tion of tho State Missionary Baptist Convention. The Methodist churches arc 
part of tho Mississippi Conference of that body. 79 The approximately 20 Negro 
churches of tho c·ounty arc c .. lso largely of tho Baptist a.nd Methodist faiths. 80 

Shortly before tho creation of iio.lthc.11 County, tv~·o ro.ilroo.ds VJorc built 
into this section, the Fcrnwood, Columbia, und Gulf Railroad, and tho Now Or
leans, 1~1obilo, o.nd Chicago Rc.ilroe .. d. Probo.bly this v:as one rca.son the people 
of.this section desired to band themselves und their lands together inn new 
unit of government. Although tho ro.ilroads ·were built primarily to ha.ndlc the 
traffic in timber, lumber, and nav~l stores, they also provided mcnns of trans
port~tion to incoming settlers, und (later) to outgoing agricultural products 
v;hich the 11pincy wooda':'- farmer produced on the out-over lands. 81 The Fcrn,,vood, 
Columbia., ~nd Gulf Rnilroad· w~s incorporutcd under the nnmo Fcrnwood nnd Gulf 
in 1906, 82 and its pr~scnt name wns not ~doptcd until 19200 83 Organized with 
c~ smc..11 ct~pi-tal of $10,000, the first directors of this railroo.d werc1 I .• C. 

_____________ ____.......,.~.-.........--------~-
71. 
72. 

75. 
760 
77. 
78. 

79. 
80. 
81. 
82. 

83. 

Ibid. 
·compiled st~tistical informntion relative to schools of each county on 
file in tho office of the State Superintendent of Educ~tion, Old Capitol, 
Jo.cksono 
Ibido 
J. S. VQndivcr, Bicnniul Report nnd Rcoommcndntions of the st~to Superin
tendent of Education to tho Logis

0

lo.turo of Mississippi, 1940-42. 
Ibid. - ----- - -
Ibid. 
Ibid. 
Information from Connie z. Po~~rson, Church Inventory forcmo.n, bL'..scd on 
mo.tcria.l in files of i~ississippi Historico.l Records Survey. 
Ibido 
llicio 
Lov:e, Soils of l1ississippi, p. 168. ________ ........ _ 
Record of Incorpor~tions, in office of Sccrct~ry of Stutc, New C~pitol, 
Juckson, vol. 14, po 1540 
Ibid., vol. 22, p. 1010 
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Enochs, G. C. Lcgon, Philip H. Enoch, nnd S. H. L.'1ughlin. 84 The tcrminnl 
points were Fcrnwood in Pikc'County nnd Gulfport in Hurrison. In 1908, the New 
Or lco.ns, Mob lie, c..nd Chicc"go Rc.ilro::id ~tc.s inc orporatcd vtith a. co.pi ta.l stock of 
·$7,500,000.85 The first directors were: W. F. Owens, George W. Crory:, H. :M. 
Hood, W. H. McIntosh, o.nd J. C. Rich. 86 Tho next ycur the nnmc w~s changed to 
tho Mobile and Southwestern Rc..ilroo.d Company, o.nd tho co.pitc.l stock '\iv"c .. s incrcns
od to $15,000,000. 87 A br~nch from the m~in line of this rend was built in 
Vla.ltho.11 County to Tylcrtovm. The v:holc system vic.s lo.tor ta.ken over by the 
Ncvr Orleo.ns a.nd Great Northern. 88 

In ewddition to ro.ilroc..ds, Y~o.ltho.11 County hr,_s o.ppro:ximo.tcly 40 miles of 
rouds in the Sta.to liighwo.y System; only about 23 miles of this is pnvment, tho 
remc.inder being gravcl. 89 State highwnys 24 and 27 truvcrsc tho county from 
ca.st to vfcst c .. nd north to south1 respectively. The county ma.intctins nbout 28 
miles of good gravel roads. Ono of the oldest roads in Mississippi crosses 
tho territory novf kno-vlr"n ~s '1hultho.ll County. Lo.id out in 1807, tho Natchez to 
Fort Stoddcrt roud pnsscd through the southern part of prcsent-duyWalthull;90 
it Y:-o.s one of the first trc.vclwc.ys for VJ'hich the :Mississippi Territory made o.n 
o.ppropric.tion.91 An o.ot of the Gcnorc.l Assembly provided tho.t uHarry Toulmin, 
Jo.mos Ce.ller, nnd Lemuel Henry, be c.nd o.rc hereby appointed commissioners to 
view ~nd mark out the nonrcst and best road from tho city of Natchez to Fort 
Stoddart in the county of YJc.shington o.s to strike the new roo.d on the line of' 
doII1.1.rkc .. tion ca.st of Poo.rl river •••• 11 92 

At tho time of its csta.blishmcnt, i~nltho.11 County wo.s situated in u rc.th
cr thinly populated section of south Mississippi in which only c. few scattering 
farms were locntcd,93 and it is still one of the ten smallest counties in the 
Sto.to.94 Following the advent of tho ro.ilronds, however, this c.roc beonmo u 
prosperous country. The first cstim~te of the popul~tion wns m~dc in 1917~ 
three yea.rs after the county 1r-:o.s orga.nizcd, G.nd the number of inhc~bitnnts v2ns 
pla.cod o.t 20,000.95 This cstimc .. to v~c.s undoubtedly too high, c.s tho· census of 
1920 sho,vcd tha.t the population of the county Vv

4 0.s only 13,455.96 The incrcc.se 

84. Ibid., vol. 14, p. 154. 
85. Ibid., vol. 15, p. 530. 
86. Ibid. 
87. Ibid., val. 16, p. 513. _ 
88. E. N. Lowe, Economic Gcogrcphy of lq_ssissippi, 1928, p. 92. 
89. Iv1ississippi Highv:o.y Dcpei.rtmcnt., 0fficie.l Roe.d l~ie .. p of the Ste.to of Missis-

sippi, Correct to January 1, 1942. - -
9Q. Cho.rlcs S. Sydnor, A Gontlcmun of the Old Nutchcz Region, p. 21; D~rby, 

Map of the Iaississippi Tcrrit"orY, 1816, Sto.tc Dcpc..rtmcnt of Archives e.nd 
History, Jackson. -· -

9lo Code 1807, pp. 397-398. 
92. Ibid. 
93. Lovrc: -~oils of ]Eississippi, p. 162. 
94. Brooki116s Institution, Rc.,port of A Survey of the Administration and Orgnn

izo.t:.0~1 cf S~atc nnd County Government, p.655. (hcrcart'cr cited as Brook-
. ,..,. .. --n ~ ·-·:;.J_ ,··---- .... in6 .) 1 .. ,.; po~ ,.J .i 0 

95. Du.T~o:::??.c,\::Tl::.n<l (comp.), The Officiul and Statistical Register of the State 
of M:~:s ~~.ssippi, 1917, p. 718. -

96. U. -g:--_ani0·&:u-o·f tho Census., Fifteenth Census of the United Stc .. tcs, 1930, 
Populution, I, to.blc -4, p. · 5°91. -
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in tho dccc.dc fo1lol;i;ng v.:as slight, only 3.1 pc!'cont, 97 m~.king the number for 
1930 only 13., 671; in 1940, the populc.tion v.:-c .. s 17, 534., representing c.n incrca.sc 
for the decade of 26.4 per ccnt.98 Tylcrto~111 ~ith ~ populction of 795 in 1910 
c..nd 1,116 in 1920 cctuo.lly dccrcnscd in popule.tion iri this srunc deco.de, hc.ving 
in 1930, l, 102.99 The decline in the timber r.nd lumber business -v1c.s pnrtly 
responsible for the slov: populr.tion grov~h. The density of populc.tion per 
squa.rc mile in the oounty is 37. 7100 1,..;hich is lovfcr tho.:b. the Sta.to c:.vcro.go 
of 43o4o 101 

Vinlthc.11 is primarily c.n a.griculturQl county. In 1930, a.pproximc.tcly 
174.,095 n.crcs 11vcrc in fnrms;l02 tho r,.vcrngc size of cnch fa.rm -v~·ns 63.3 a.crcs.103 
The principa.l crops c.ro cotton C'.nd corn, of v;hioh there vtcrc produced in 1930 
13.,260 ba.lcs ~nd 410,614 bushels., rcspcotivclyol04 Sweet potatoes r~iscd to
to.lcd a,J:,S60 bushels, ,,-~hilc 10,313 bushels of Irish potatoes 11·:crc produccdol05 
Fruits c.nd nuts gro~-;n in tho county urc of considerable importc.ncc to this sec
tion. In 1930, 567 fig trees yielded 12,826 pounds of figs; 4,256 pcnch trees 
produced 3,414 bushels of fruit; n.nd 1,289 pcccn trees yielded 4,419 pounds of 
nuts •106 A 1936 ft.rm production report s.tc1.tcd thc.t tho cotton crop for Vio.lth
nll County th~t ycnr w~s vnlucd ut $1.,532,494; the corn crop~~ $512il21; und 
other crops (including vcgotc..blcs, fruits, nuts, etc.), c~t $606,986. 07 In 
1936, there vvcrc 3,396 fnrms in tho county, the gross income 

1
ucr fc.rm being 

936.99, which is slightly below the St~tc ~voragc of $937.08. OB 

Vio.lthnll County is one of ten counties hc.ving the l9v:cst property vrlolur:.
tion in the Stutco In 1929, the bonded indcbtcdn:ess per $1,000 v~lu~tion ~us 
$43. 37. 109 Tho total c.ssossment for 1938 in 'tJH: .. lthnll County c.mountod to $2, 
666.,397., of vihich $2,009.,921 YJ'O.S roc .. lty., $472.,075 vto.s pcrsonc.l., c.nd.:~~184,401 
utili~y.1~0 Homestoud exemptions ~mounted to $1~036~529 on 11466 rurnl homes., 
tote.ling :)891, 724, r~nd on 154 urbr.n homes, toto.ling $144, 8050 ll 

97. 
98. 

99. 

100. 
101. 
102. 

103. 
1040 
105. 
106. 
107. 

1080 
109. 
ll0o 

lllo 

Ibid., tublo 3, p. 5840 
Ibid., teblc 4., po 5£1; U.S. Buronu of the Census., Populution of tho ___ _.. _____ ,. ___ _ 
Sta.to of !1.iississippi, Finc.l Figures: 1940, p. 1. 
u.· S. ·Buroc..u of tho Census, .Fifteenth Census of the _United Sta.tcs, 1930, ------ ---- - -- ---- ----Population, I., t~blo 4, p. 591. 
Ibid • ., t~blc 3., P• 584. 
Ibid • ., p. 581. 
Uo Go Bureau of the Census, Fifteenth Census of tho United Stntos, 1930, 
.Agriculture, II, pc .. rt 2., tc.blc 1, ppo T054-l055. 
~-· -I ·- ·1 ( 1 

U-. .l.o 

Ib:Jo:; ppo 1088-10890 
Ib:rcr. 
Ibid., p. 1110. 
Alississippi Dcp~rtmcnt of Agriculture., 
Bulletin., Jackson, 1937. 
Ibido 
Brookings Report, op. cit., po 655. 

V~luc of Fa.rm Production in 1936., - -

\~clkcr t~ood (compoT, lfississippi Blue Book., Bicnni['.l Report Sqcrcto.ry of 
Stuto to the Lcgisluturo of Vdssissippl, 1937-39, po 45. -
Ibido,Po ,~:~; sec o.lsoJ Mississippi ·stC:tc Tr.x Commission., Bullc~in -16, -----PP· 172-1730 
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2. GOVERNl:lEl'JTAL 0RGluJIZATI0N JJID RECORDS SYSTE1~ 

Lcga.l Status of the County 
--..... •. .....- -·~- _ ............ ----- =-

Tho county in Iiississippi, c .. s in othor commorrwca.lths., is c. territorial 
c..rca. csta.blishcd by the State government for convcnicnoc of administra.tion. l 
The Ste.to Supremo Court he.s ruled tho.t r .. "county is r .. govornmcnta.l ngcncy, 
creo.tcd for loonl purposes" by tho Stc .. tc.2 According; to the court., 11Thc coun
ties of this Stutc arc in ccrtcin respects municip~l oorpor~tions, charged 
vrith tho duty of mo.king provisions fer tho building of bridges r~nd the me.king 
of ro~ds, ~nd this duty is committed to the bonrd of supervisors of the re-
spective counties., r..nd their duties in this respect r.\rc clofined by stn.tuto. 11 

The county is mentioned mc.ny time·s in the Constitution of 1890 c .. nc. its exist
ence is clca.rly tc.kcn for grr .. ntcc.. yet oou11tics o.rc not crcc.tcc! by .. ~he Consti
tution nor given r: .. ny poincrs by it. This fnot hc.s led the Supreme c·ourt to sny 
tha.t the "po,n.:crs of ••• the county e.re stc.tutory •• o. But the county is note. 
munioipc.l corporc.tion in c.11 rcspcot.s; it is rcr.lly c .. qunsi-munioipa.1 oorporc..
tion, for in rcg~rc to its liubility to be sued it po.rtC'..kcs of tho immunity of 
the Ste.to itself. A county, it:ith us, hc.s ccrtr.in prcogc.tivcs r .. nd judioio.l 
po,.-rcrs, nnd with respect to the exercise of such pov1crs it mo.y not ordinc.rily 
be sued. But C'.. county is r.lso., for mc.ny purposes, c. corporntion.... Our lnvvs 
provide that l:'. county rrw..y hold. property, r.10.y sue r~nd be sued, c.tc.; c .. nd in 
these respects it is c.. corporc.tion., or r;.t lee.st is clothed ·with oorporr..to func
tions in rcln.tion to such subjccts. 11 3 

The county mr~y sue ~nd be suct,4. but the Supreme Court hus ruled thnt n 
county is imrnune from lio.bility to the snmc extent thnt the Stnto is, nnd un
less stc..tutc t1.uthorizcs n suit the county cannot ·be hold lia.blc. 5 The Logis·
lc.turc ha.s o.uthorizcd suits c.gc .. inst the o ou11ty by providing that ,vhcn o. person 
ho.ving c. just olc.i111 o.go.inst the county :--~nd hc..s presented it to tho boo.rd of su
pervisors o.nd the b_oc.rd hr_s refused to r..llo1iv It, tho clc~imr..nt mo.y ~ppoo.l from 
tho jud~mcnt of the bonrd to the circuit court, or m~y bring suit ngainst the 
county. . . - . 

,;iith respect to the crcn.tion of counties, the Constitution of 1890 pro
vides tho.t 11 No nevi county sho.11 be formed unless c .. mc.jority of the quo.lificd 
electors voting in ouch p~rt of· tho county or counties proposed to bo dismcm
borctl n.ntl cmbro.ccd in the ncv,r county., sho.11 sopD.rt>_tcly vote therefor.... The 

------- ---- ·-·-.......... ---. ............... _. ___ ....... _.... __ 
1. Brookings Institution, Institute for Govcr11.mcnt Rcsonroh, Report on u 

Survey of tho Orgnnization o.nd Administration of St~tc ~nd Coun~yGovcrn
mcnt in Mississippi,_ p. 622. · ( here a.ft er ci tcdus Brookings Report). 

2. Ruinoy-vs. Hinds County (1900), 78 Miss. Rep., p.308. 
3. Ibid., p. 3f0. -
4. Code 1906, sec. 309; Code 1917, sec. 3382; Code 1930, sec. 270. 
5. City of -Grenade. vs. Grcnc .. dn. County (1917), 115 16.ss. Rep., P• 831; 76 So. 

Rep., p. 682. In 1912.," the City of Grcnn.dc. t1c..dc street improvements on 
Green Street in front of the Grano.do. County courthouse l'.nd the boo.rd of 
supervisors claimed immunity v.-hen the 6ity dcmnndcd pnymcnt for the cost 
ns prorntcd. The City obtained u judgment ng~inst the county in tho cir
cuit court of Grona.do. County but ·v-·hcn nppcc.lcd., t-hc cooision v1c..s reversed 
by the Supremo Court (Ibid.). 

6. Code 1906, sec. 311; Coc~o 1917, sec. 3682; Code 1930, sec. 253. 
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elections shall not be held in any cou~ty oftener than once in four years. No 
ne~ o?unty shall contain less than to~ hundred square miles; nor shall any 
existing county be reduced below that ,ize. "7 The Constitution also permits 
the Legislature to provide for the consolidation of existing counties if a 
majority of the qualified electors of t,he counties to be consolidated vote in 
favor of the consolidation. 8 Apparently tho 1£gislature cannot abolish. a coun
ty without the consent of a majority of tho qualified electors in the area oon
ccrncd, but it may, however, change the boundaries of any oounty without the 
consent of the local oloctorato. 

General Administration 

From tho creation of 'Walthall County to tho present time~ general oxecu
tivo supervision and control have becn;vostod in the board of supervisors. 
This body has complete authority in all matters of county police and full ju
risdiction over roads, forrios, and bridges. 9 The board participates in law 
enforcement, and its membors aro conservators ··or tho peaco.10 Tho expenditures 
or ~11 cQUD.ty officers aro subject to bttlg.e-~ control, and the board is re
quirod to publish an annual budgot of oxpondituros and to prcpo.ro a statement 
showiy~ tho aggregate rovonue colicctod from various sources during the current 
year. . 

Tho clerk of t.he board of suporvisors o.s auditor must o.udit 
of all county officers regularly a.nd mak~ a written roport under 
grand jury o.t each regular session sott~g- forth his f'indings.12 
the Stato Auditor or Public Accounts has been ej%oworod to audit 
county officers' accounts at least onoo a yoar. 1 

tho o.coounts 
oath to tho 
Sinco 19.24. ~ 

and examine _ 

Wi-sh rospoot to taxation, tho board ·of supervisors fixes the county tax 
le-vy,14 serves as the board of equ~lization·~nd review,15 and since 1916 has 
cooperated with tho Sta.ta Tax Commission in equalizing tho assessments ns be
tween counties.16 Tho clerk or ~he boo.rd prepares the rolls and distributes 
copios to the proper officials. 

All clc.ims, nccounts, and demands ago.inst the county must be presented-to 
the board ·of supervisors for its approval or dis~pproval a.nd a.re audited by 

--------------------
I 7 e 

a. 

10. 
11. 

12. 
13. 1 

14. 
15. 

16. 

Const. 1890, ~ec. 260. 
Ibid., sec. 271. 
Const. 1890, sec. 170; Codo 1917, soc. 3680; Code 1930, soc. 214. 
Const. 1890, sec. 167; Code 1917, sec. 3677; Code 1930, sec. 210. 

.. 
'. 

Carl C. V~hite (comp.), Uniform System of Accounts for Counties, State of·· 
Mississippi, pp. 23-24; L. M. 1922, pp-;-309-310; L. M. 1928, P• 327; Code 
1930,secs. 3970-3971. 
L. M. 1914, p. 299; Code 1917, sec. 3730; Code 1930, soc. 304. 
L. N~ 1924, p. 557; L. M. 1930• P• 443; Code 1930, soc. 3753; L. M. 1938, 
PP• 356-357. 
Code 1917, secs. 3680,3697; Code 1930, socs. 214, 231. 
Code 1917, secs. 6939, 7769 cl; L. M. 1920, ch. 323; Code 1930, secs. 
3162, 3164. 
L. M. 1916, ch. 98; Code 1917, secs. 7765, 7766; L. M. 1920, ch. 223; 
Code 1930, secs. 3176-3178. 
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tho clork of tho boo.rd as auditor. 17 1he boa.rd has powor and o.uthority t~ is• 
sue county and county-district bonds and must issuo bonds whon the issuance is 
authorized by populc.r.voto.18 

The boa.rd of supervisors has importnnt dutios ir1 conducting elections for 
county officers. l9 Tho boo.rd, togetho·r vii th the county education officio.ls, is 
ohargod with administering tho county :educational program,20 cooperates with 
tho Sta.to Board of Health in administo.ring the county health program, 21 and has 
supervision or the public wolf,;re.22 

It is the duty or the board of supervisors to construct nnd maintain a 
courthouse and jail, publio buildings;, o.nd o.11 public works. 23 

The agents of the ngriculturnl oxbension nnd domonstrntion work aro ap• 
pointed by the board or suporvisors on tho recommendation of tho Extension Do
pnrtmont of Mississippi State College and subject to the approval of tho United 
States Dopnrtmont of Agriculture. Tho board p~ys a portion of the salaries of· 
the agents and furnishes quarters for thom.24 

The board of supervisors is also roquirod to furnish nll officers nnd or
fioos with rooord books und supplies and is responsible tor tho upkeep of the 
records in the county, although eaoh offioor is ohargod with kocping his re-· 
cords in ordor.25 

Registro.tion 2£ Titlo ~ Pro;eort;y: 

Evory convoyanoo of real or personal property, to bo vnlid and to serve is 
constructive notice to nll subsequent purchasers, must bo lodgod for recording 
with tho clerk of the chnnoory court as recorder nnd must be aoknowlodgod ns 
his voluntary act by the person who oxoouted it, or proved by one or more of 
the subscribing witnesses to the instrument. Tho noknowlodgmcnt or proof must 
be in writing on the instrumont and must be signed by tho offioor before whom 
it was made.26 The sheriff's certified lists of lands sold to individuals or 

17. Code 1917, sec. 3604, 3714, 3715; Code 1930, secs. 253-255. 
18. Code 1917, sec. 6662; L. M. 1920, ch. 207; L. M. 1922, oh. 257; Code 1930, 

secs. 5983, 5984. 
19. L. M. 1922, oh. 290; Code 1930, secs. 210, 211. 
20. L. M. 1924, oh. 283; L. M. 1928, oh. 64; L. M. 1928, Ex. Soss., ch. 38; 

Code 1930, scos. 6737, 6738, 3760-6769. 
21. Code 1917, secs. 4818-4884; Code 1930, scos. 4860-4941. 
22. L. M. 1912, PP• 305-306; Codo 1917, secs. 3680, 6189-6190, 6196; Codo 1930, 

socs. 214, 215, 5694-569~; L. M. 1940, oh. 298, soo. 7. ~. 
23. Code 1917, secs. 3686, 3681, 3734; Code 1930, secs. 217, 218, 237, 239. ·f': 

24. Code 1917, socs. 3783, 3801; L. M. 1924, P• 260; Code 1930, secs. 279-284; 
L. M. 1932, P• 517. 

25. Code 1917, secs. 3688, 36901 3691; Code 1930, secs. 222-224. 
26. Code 1906, sec. 2784; Code 1917, soc. 2288; L. M. 1924, PP• 333-334; Code 

1930, sec. 2146. Conveyances may bo acknowledged or proved before any judge 
0£ o. United &tates Court, any judge of tho Stnte Supremo Court., a.ny judge of 
a circuit court, a.ny cho.nccllor, o.ny clerk of o. oour.t 0£ rGOo:rd.,. .. ,;..ny:. _not~y
publie.J o.ny justice of the poo.oo, or r:..ny member of tho boa.rd of super·vis-0rs 
(Codo 1906) sec. 2798; Codo 1917_, s.ec~ 2299~ Codo 19~~- sec. 2136). 
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struok off the State for taxes nrust be recordo~ by tho clerk or the.cha.ii~ery 
court ns rocordor, 27 as must lis P.endons noticos bogun to enforce n lion, 
right., interest in, or oasomont in any roal estate v~·hcn the clv .. im is not based 
on any judgment or deoroe previously ont0rod or rocorded. 28 

To insure adequate descriptions of boundaries., tho board of supervisors 
must furnish the office of the clerk of tho chancery court as recorder with n 
copy of the field notes of tho :Jr.i6i:nul Unitod Stn.tos Survey, tro.nscriptions 
of the records of othor cou:1.tir.s v/b.:i.ch af±'cct -titles to land in V'lo.J.tr..e.11 Coun• 
ty, transcriptions of orig~na.~•. or~t.ci,Js r.;f lo.nd, and e .. 11 necesso.ry tovmship 
plats o..nd survcys.29 Sinoo 1~20, thE; toard has been required to furnish tho 
office of ~.the olerk of tho chu.nco:cy court as rooorder v1ith e sootiono.l index 
to a.11 land oonveyo.nocs o.nd other instruments touching or concerning title to 
lnnd in the county.30 The boa.rd roo.y provido a oomplote abstract of title to 
land in the county.31 

Administration of Justice ------- - ------
Civil und common lnw jurisdiction is vested in the circuit court nnd in 

tho justices of the pence courts. Tho circuit court hns civil jurisdiction in. 
all notions in which tho amount in controvorsy exoeeds 1200 o.nd in all other 
causes not exclusively oogniznble in some other court. 32 It also has juris
diction in cases trnnsferred to it by the chancery court, remanded to it b_y 
the Suprome Court, and nppealec to it from justice of the poaco courts.33 Jus
tice of the peace courts a.re given civil jurisdiction in a.11 a.otions in which 
tho amount in ocntrovorsy is $200 or loss,34 in nnttors of unlawful entry and 
detainer,35 ·and in the pc-rtition of personal property when tho appraised vnlue 
of the property involved doos not oxoeed $200.36 A justice of the peace is 
chosen by tho clerk of tho circuit court to conduct he~rings in ominont demo.in 
prooeedings.37 

The circuit court has power to hoar and determine all prosecutions in the 
namo of th~ State for trenson., felonies, crimes, and misdomcnnors, except such 
as may be oxolusivoly cognizable before some othor court; ~nd it hns all the 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 
31. 
32. 

33. 
34. 

35. 
36. 
37. 

Codo 1906. secs. 2933, 4333; L. M. 1912, p. 302.; Code 1917~ 
6967; L. M. 1922, p. 326; Codo 1930, s0c. 3256; sec entries 
Code 1906, sec. 3148; Code 1917, sec. 2499; Code 1930, sec. 
try 19. 

sec. 5268, 
20, 21, 22. 
2325; sec en-

Code 1906, sec. 315; Code 1917, sec. 3688; Codo 1930, sec. 222; sec en
tries 24., 25. 
L. M. 1920, pp. 368-369; Code 1930~ socs. 227-228; sec entries 26, 27. 
Code 1906~ sec. 320; Code 1917, sco. 3693; Code 1930, sec. 226. 
Const. 1890, sec. 156; Code 1906, sec. 702; Code 1917, sec. 481; Code 1930, 
sec. 4900 
Code 1906, sec. 703; Code 1917,sec. 482; Code 1930, sec. 491. 
Const. 1890, sec. 171; Code 1906, secs. 2723, 2749; Code 1917, scos. 2222, 
2248; Cc1c 1930, 8Ccs4 2071~ 2097-
Codo 1J06, soc~ 5041; Cede 1917, sec~ 
Code 190C~ sec. 35411; Code 1§17., scca - , 

Code 1906., sec. 1855; Code 1917, sec. 

3313; Code 1930, 
2856; Code 1930, 
1493; Code 1930, 

soc. 
sec. 
sec. 

3458. 
2943. 
1481. 
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p~ers of a court or oycr and tqrminer. and general jail delivery. 38 Justice 
0£ ~I"'-~•~e courts have jurisdiction concurront with tho circuit court 
over all cN.~~ occurring in their districts in which the punishment _pr&ecrib
od docs not exceed a ~~ and i~risonment in the county jail. 39 . In addition, 
justi~cs of tho peaco hQ.ve power to conduct preliminary hoaringe in cases of 
fcloni?s oommitt:d within th.Qir'._rcspeotive districts, to b!JMi tho accused over 
to await tho action of 'bhe gral'lq jury

1 
and to fix the amount of tho a.ppoarance 

bond.40 

Tho chancery oourt has both ~~anoery and probate jurisdiction, ~nd it is 
given power to try o.nd determine;: all matters of equity, divorce and alimony, 
matters tostrunontary and of admipistro.t~on, minors' business, and oases of 
i~iooy, lunnoy, nnd persons of u~sound mina..41 It has jurisdiction in all 
co.uses trnnsferred to it by the '9ircuit oourt and remanded to it by the Su-
preme Court. 42 t< .. 

The circuit court and tho ohnnc~ry court hove ooncurront .jurisdiction in 
casos of juvonilo dolinquenoy o.nd'l'•.dopcndent and noglocted children, 43 and in 
Walthull County this function is :exercised by the chancery court. 

~ . f . 

In counties tho..t do not ho.vo county court, o.ppoo.ls from the judgments and 
doorccs·rendcrcd in justice of th~ peaoe courts may be tnkon to the oircuit 
oourt. 44 Appeals from the judgments and decrees of the circuit and chancery 
courts may be mnde to tho Supro~ Court. 45 

The sheriff is the principal officer o~argod with the preservation of the 
peaco. 46 Howovor, constables ho.vo the snme duty.47 If thore is n vaQnncy in 
tho ofr'ice of sheriff for any roe.son and there is no deputy to act, the ooro•· 
ner performs nll the dutios of the sheriff except that of collecting to.xes.48 
In the event the office of sheriff is vaonnt for any reason, and there is• no 
deputy to net, and there is no ooroner, the circuit judge or the chancellor 
may appoint some qualified oleotor of the county to perform· the duty of coro
ner in this regard. 49 All members of the board of S:\fPervisors,~O the circuit 

38. Const. 1890, soc. 156; Code 1906. sec. 702; C~de 1917, see. 481; Code 
1930, sec. 490. 

39. Const. 18901 sec. 171; Code 1906. secs. 2723, 2749; Code 1917, secs. 2222, 
2248; Code 1930, secs. 2071, 2097. 

40. Codo 1906, sec. 1533; Code 1917, sec. 1295; Code 1930, sec. 1320. 
41. Const. 1890, sec. 159; Codo 1906. secs. 542-543; Code 1917, secs. 299-30C. 

Code 1930, seers. 353, 358. 
42. Code 1906, sec. 532; Code 1917~ sec. 289; Code 1930, sec. 351. 
43. L. M. 1916, p. 151; Code 1917, sec. 4970; Code 1930, sec. 7251; L. M. 

1940, p. 544. 
44. Code 1906, secs. 82--83,. 8'1; .Code 1917, secs. 62-63,69; Code 1930, secs. 

6 3-64, 68. 
45. Code 1906, soos. 32, 37; Code 1917, secs. 7, 12; Code 1930, secs. 12, 16. 
46. Code 1906, sco. 4682; Code 1917, sec. 3099; Code 1930, sec. 3329. 
47. Code 1906, sec. 831; Code 1917• s£c. 637; Code 1930, sec. 632. 
48. Code 1906, sec. 893; Code 1917~ sec. 4060; Code 1930• sec. 661; L... M~ 

1938, pp. 655-656. 
~9. L. M. 19381 P• 656. 
50. Code 1906, sec. 3041 Code l9l'l. sco. ... 3S7'1-;··CQ@ 1930. see. i10. 
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judge, the chancellor and all justices qf tho peace of the county are oonser• 
vators of tho poaco.51 

The coroner is required to hold inquest of all violent and sudden deaths 
in tho oounty,52 but if thore is no cor~ner or tho coroner is unable to act, 
any justice of the peace may hold nn inquest nnd perform all the duties of the 
coronor.53 ·;: 

. 
" 

Tho power and duty of returning indictments and prescntmonts is given to 
the gro.nd jury.54 

Arrests for crimes and offenses may be made by the sheriff, his deputies, 
or by ~ny constable or conservator of the pcuce within his county, or by tho 
marshal or policorrm.n of any city, town, or villugc within the county. Private 
persons mo.y also make arrests. All persons, whon commo.ndcd to do by an offi
cer sec.king to arrest on offondor, must aid o.nd c.ssist in ma.king tho a.rrost, 
and must obey the commands of the arresting officer. Arrests for criminal of• 
fonscs and to prcvont a breach of tho peace mny bo mndc at any time and at c..ny 
plnoo. An officer or private person may mnko arrests without wo.rrnnt for an 
indiot~ble offense oommittod, a breach of the peace threatened or attempted in. 
his presence, and for a felony committed. An arresting officer or private per• 
son may, after giving notice of his o~jcot and admittance is refused, break in
to any dwolling or house in which ho hns ro~son to believe the offender may be 
found. Escaped. o:f'fondors may -bo retaken by the person from whose custody thoy 
escaped, at any timo and in any county without warrnnt. All offenders appre
hended must bo takon before the. proper officer without unnecessary delay by the 
person making the arrest. All offioEirs and others who ma.ko o.rrosts legally as 
authorized and required by law aro not liable to a civil or criminal action al
though _it mo.y appear that tho person arrostod wo.s innocent of any offonso. Wo.r·• 
rants issued by justices 0£ tho peace extend to other counties, and justices of 
tho peace ma.y issuo ·warrants for the arrest o.nd return· of' o.ny osoapod offender 
to the county in which his offense is cognizable. Tho.sheriff and oonstebles 
mc..y pursuo offenders i.nto othor counties and, in returming prisoners, 'I!lD.Y place 
thom ip o.ny jnil for safekeeping.55 

The sheriff is the county jailer and hns custody of ~11 prisoners.56 He 
is required to rccoivo nnd kocp ElllY prisoner com.~ittod by ~ny justice of tho 
poaco, 57 and he must receive und keep prisoners committed under lcg~l process 
from officers of tho courts of tho United States, if tho subsistence of such _______________ , __ _ 
51. Code 1906, sec. 993, 1532; Code 1917, secs. 713, 1294; Code 1930, secs. 

740, 1320. 
52. Codo 1906, sec. 881; Code 1917, sec. 4048t Codo 1930, sec. 639. 
53. Code 1906, sec •. 891; Code 1917, sec. 4058;, Code 1930, sec. _649. 
54. Code 1906, secs. 2701-2702; L. M. 1908, P• 192; Codo 1917. secs. 2194-

2195t Code 1930, secs. 20~7-2048. 
55. Code 1906, secs. 1444-1~54; Code 1917, secs. 1201-1211; Code 1930, secs. 

1224-123~1. 
56. Cotlc 1906, sec. 4687; Code 1917, sec. 31041 Code 1930• sec. 3334. 
57. Code 1906, sec. 4692; Code 1917, sec. 3109; Code 1930, soc. 3339. 
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prisoners is secured by the offioors delivering the prisoners to him.§ 8 The 
sheriff must see that prisoners ha.ve medical attention and he must proteq .. t them 
from mob violenoo.59 

The district attorney llD.lst appe~r in circuit court, and in the name of the 
Stnte prosocutc all criminal prosecutions, and all personsor corporntions for 
any violation of the Jta.te Constitutton or Sto.to le .. v1s, o.nd ho must attend gr0.Jld 
jury dcliborations when required to ~o so by the jury to give necessary inforrna• 
tion o..s to the law.GO The county prosecuting attorney represents the State in 
the justice of the peace courte, cssists tho district ·attorney in all criminal 
oases, and represents the State before the grand jury.61 · 

Tho shoriff as tho oxocutivo oftiocr of tho court is required to execute 
o.11 sontonocs imposed by tho oourt.62 

Fino.nee 

It was not until 1922, according to tho records of tho olork of tho board 
of supervisors as a.uditor,63 that the first roal effort at budgetary control 
was me"dc in Vialtha.11 County. Tho law of 1922 mo.do it mandatory that the board 

• of supervisors at its Soptembor meeting prepare and adopt a budget of county ~-
expenses cstima.tod for tho next yoa.r ~nd prcparo n statement showing the aggro
go.to revenue by sources, collootod during the current year.64 In 1924, the 
Sto.to Auditor of Public Accounts was directed to' prescribe o. uniform system pf_-' . 
accounts for State o.nd county offices, and ho wo.s roquirod to inspect thoir ~c~ 
counts regularly. Further, the lo.w made it mo.ndc.tory tho.t o.11 counties adopt ~ 
tho prescribed system of accrounting.66 Acoordingly, in 1928, o. uniform syst~m· 
of accounting for counties, including a detailed outline for the county budg~t, 
wo.s prescribed by tho Sta.to Auditor of Public Accounts.66 Tho expondituros pf 
all county offices .~nd dopartmonts·aro subject to budgetary oontrol. 67 Sinc9 
1936, the superintendent of educ~tion hus been required to prepare nnd file· 
with the State Superintendent of Education a budget of the expenditures for. 
the support, mo.intenanoe, and oper~tion of tho public schools of the county· 
for enoh fiscal yco.r, nnd a st~toment of all available rovonues., Likowiso_ the 
trustees of tho consolido.tod school districts, special consolidated sohool dis
t~;cts, o.nd all other school districts ma.intaining a special tax levy must pre
pare und file with the county suporintGndcnt of cducntion n budgot of ostimnted 

58. Code 1906, sec. 4692; Code 1917, soc. 3110; L. M. 1928, pp. 311-312; CodeD 
1930, sec. 3340. 

59. Code 1906, socs. 4689-4690; Code 1917, secs. 3106-3107; Code 1930, secs. 
3336-3337. 

60. Code 1906, secs. 1661, 1663; Codo 1917, secs. 1398, 1400; Code 1930• sec. 
4363. 

61. L. M. 1916, pp. 347-348; Code 1917. secs. 896-697; Code 1930• secs. 4225• 
4226. 

62. Code 1906., sec. 4668; Code 1917, sec. 3085; Cod0 1930, sec. 3315. 
63. Sec entries 119, 120. 
64. L. M. 1922, PP• 309-310; L. 11. 1928, p, 327; Code 1930., aces. 3970-397].. 
65. L. lA. 1924, PP• 557-567. 
66. Co.rl C. ~nitc (comp.), Uniform Systom of Accounts for Counties, Stfatc of 

:Mississippi,· Jackson, 1928. . - -
67. Ibid., pp. 23-24. 



• 20 -

Governmental Organization and Records System (First entry, P• 44) 

expenditures and a statement of estimated revenues for each fiscal yeo.r. The 
sup.orintendent must o.ttaoh copies of those budgets to tho county school budget 
which ho submits to the Stnto Superintendent of Eduontion.68 

The revenue of ~ho county is derived mo.inly from ad vr.lorom to.JCC3S levied 
on all re~l and personal property und from license truces. All classes of prop
erty are liable to taxation unle~s specifically exempt. The following olasses 
nro exempt: Public property; priv~tcly ovmod property devoted to religious and 
charitable purposes; privately owned. property devoted to cduoo.tiono.l purp;oscs; 
household cquipmcnt1 wonring npp~rcl nnd certain porsoncl offootsi fnrming equip• 
mont; farm produots for a poriod of two years nfter they arc harvested; Federal, 
Stnto, County, Municipal, levee, drainage, and school bonds nnd obligntions; 
bank deposits. lo.nds nnd other property situntod between tho Mississippi River 
and the lovoe; and timber on land olnssifiod for reforostrntion for n poriod of 
ton yoars.69 · 

Tho board of supervisors may exempt, for five yco.rs, subject to popular 
roforondum, hotels and mc.ny specified new fo.ot.orics o.nd industries of public 
utility from county ad valorom taxcs. 70 In 1934, the Logislaturo cxomptod 
homcstc~ds nnd 40 narcs of lnnd from Stctc ad v~lorcm tnxcs to tho extent of 
$1,000!' o.nJ. the ln.v: of 193~,j inercao9._d the cxcrrpti011 from State ud vo.lorom to.x
os to $2, 50() c.nd 160 :.1crcs of lar..i:~." ·tl 'I'ho }Iomc Exomption Act of 1938 exempt
ed to the o~-tent of -~5~ COO ~.n.:1 160 a.cros of lrlr..d o ~.:i bona. fide ho1nos ovirncd 
o.nd a.ctua.lly .l:.vcd ir;. from ~ll Stn.to a.d vo.lorem to.xos nnd from a.11 oounty, road 
district., n.nd school di~ Lrict c.d 'tr:;4l~.t-em taxes o 

72 Ea.ch of. tho o.cts directed : 
thnt ~11 claims f0r cxomption be m~do to the board of supervisors through tho 
true o.ssess or, c.'-nd tho board is cmpovJ·orcd und required to adjudico.to o.11 ola.i~J3 

Tho board of supervisors fixos tho gonor~l tax levy nnnu~lly.74 In addi
tion, it imposes o. nuo.bor of scpa.ruto ·propc.rty truces, some mandatory, others 
optione~l. It mo.y levy a. special tc.x for erecting, enlarging, ropniring, or 
remodeling county buildings, nnd it hns power to impose~ special true for ma.in~ 
tuining tho county publio schools outside scpo.ruto school districts. Tho bear~ 
Im.1st levy taxes in tho i:10.rious schools and road districts of tho •~cunty for sup
plementing tho county gonornl funds, and for other purposes, if pctitionod to 
do so by a majority of tho qur .. lificd electors of o.ny district. The boa.rd must 
also lovy spcoinl troccs to p~y tho interest on county or county-district bonds _____________ , _____ _ 
68. L. M. 1936, pp. 496-497. 
69. Const. 1890, secs. 90, 112J 181, 182, 102; Code 1906, soc. 4251; Code . 

1917, sec. 6878; L. l;I. 1924• ch. 329; L. 1,. 1928, PP• 245•246; Code 1930., :_'._ 
secs. 3108, 6161; L. 11. 1938, pp. 157-158, .. 

70. Consto 1.890, sec. 192; L. M. 1920, P• 3561 L. M. 1922, P• 348; L. M .. ll.924, 
P• 597 I Le M. 1930, PP• 116.-119; Code 1930, secs. 3109-3113; L. M. 1932, > 
pp. 5:30-631;_ L. M. 1934, pp~ 382·--384; L. lr1. 1936, PP• 181-183; L. li:1~ 1936, 
Ex, Sos s :s, pp~ 32-35, in Lf.i I'.dia JJ)381 soG entry 1. 

71. L. 11.- J.f'34, p. 114:-2; Lf\ L1c 1935$ E:c~ Soss., P• 136. 
72. L~ M" 1£381 Ex, S'Jss., p .. lJ~ 
73. L. lvI. l9~i4j P> •:j:42; Lo 1:i,. 1835, Ex. Scss,., P• 140; L. M. 1938, Ex. Sess., 

') - ., ,. + 4 pp'1 ,..,:)#r.;.:.1 ; :sc0 O"fj,,,ry o 

74. Codo i?C6.; secs~ 307, 335; Code 1917, secs. 3680, 3708; L. M. 1920, p. 
336; Code 1930, sLcs. 214, 366, 3227. 
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and provide sinking funds for t_heir redemption. It must also levy o. special 
tax to meet loans ma.ae in antioipa.tipn of to..xes. 75 

Arter the true levy hns been nw..qc, the clerk of tho boo.rd of supervisors ,, 
certifies it to the sheriff ns tax ~ollector, to tho State Auditor of Public 
Accounts, to tho Stato Lo.nd Commiss~onor, nnd to tho Sta.to Tax Commission. 76 

Tho true nssossor is required to mnko an nnnuo.l nssossment of the polls 
and of all pcrs ona.l property in tho ~-county subject to to.xo.tion, a.nd c .. bicnnio.l 
assessment of ull real property in tho county subject to to.xntion. 77 Tho real 
and porsono.l rolls must bo oot1plotc4, and dcliverod to tho bonrd of supervisors 
on or bcforo tho first Monday in Juiy. 78 The board of supervisors is required 
to e,quo.lizo and roviovt the true nsscs~monts at its July mooting and within ten 
days of its August mooting, and on completing tho equnlizntion, must approve 
tho nssossmonts subject to tho right~ of persons in intorost to bo heard on 
objections. Tho August meeting of tho bonrd must be devoted to hc~ring nnd 
dctormining nll objections nnd oxooptions filed by persons dissatisfied with 
tho nssossmonts. It is tho duty of tho board to sond tho rolls to tho State 
Ta.x Commission for fino.l oorrootion o.nd equc.lizo.tion. The Commission equo.1-
izes the cssessmcnts ns botwoen oountios with regard to the different olnsses 
of property ~nd returns tho r~lls to tho bonrd subject to honring objections 
from thnt body.79 

After tho nsscssmont rolls have boon nccoptcd ~nd corrected by the board, 
the clerk of tho boa.rd must mo.ke two oopies,·delivor ono copy to the sheriff 
as tax collector, another to the Stato Tax Comrnission, nnd keep the original in 
his office ns n permanent rooord. 80 The renl and personal property of public 
service corpor~tions in the county is assessed by tho Stnte Tn:x: Commission. nnd 
utter tho assessments aro oqualizod and rcviowod, tho Commission forwards a 
copy of tho rolls to tho clerk of tho bonrd of supervisors who makes a copy and 

75. Code 1906, socs. 307, 324, 335, 4534, 4572i L. M. 1908• P• 92; L. M. 1910, 
PP• 110-111, 145; L. la. 1912, ppo 152, 315, 327; L. M. 1914, PP• 245, 261, 
267, 311-312; L. M. 1916, pp. 2~8, 257, 285-286; Codo 1917, secs. 3420, 
3680, 3697, 3708, 7152, 7163, 7352-7353; L. ll. 1920, pp. 224, 366, 386; 
L. 1'1. 1924, pp. 444, 450-451, 455, 467-468; L. l;I. 19281 P• 213; Code 1930, 
secs. 214, 231, 3227, 6392, 6435, 6647, 6649, 6654, 6663, 6675, 6725-67a7; 
L. M. l.932, pp. 466•467. 

76. Codo 1906, sec. 3361 Codo 1917, soc. 3709; L. M. li92o. pp. 366-367; Code 
1930, sec. 3228. 

77. Code 1906, secs. 4263, 4281; Codo 1917, socs. 6897• 6915; L. M. 192Q, p. 
452; L. 11. 1926, P• 417,; L. !vI. 1928, Ex. Sess., PP• 97-99; Code 1930, 
scos. 3128. 3144-3115. 

78. Codo 1906, soc. 4291; Code 1917 • soc. 6925; L. li. 1918, p. 137; L. 11. 
1920, p. 453; L. il. 1926, P• 323;- Code 1930, sec. 3161. 

79. Codo 1906, secs. 4294-4297, 4304-4308; L. Li. 1916, p. 98~ L. :M:. 1917, 
Ex. Scss., p. 431 Code 1917, secs. 6928-6931, 6939-6942, 7769; L. M~ 19181 

pp. 137-139, 206-207; L. M. 1920, PP• 453-455; Code 1930, secs. 3165, 3168-
3i7o, 3112~ 3175-3179, 3185-3187. 

80. Codo 1906, sec. 4307; Codo 1917, sco. 6941; L. M. 1920, sec. 456; Code 
l.930, soc. 3181; L. M. 1938, Ex. Sess., p. 32,; see ontrios 11, 12. 
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delivers it to the shorif'f o.s to.x collector, rotl"-.ining tho origimo.l as t'. per
mnont rocord of his cffioe.81 

The sheriff as true colloctor, nftcr receiving the to.x rolls from the 
olork of tho boo.rd of supervisors, collects both State ~nd county to.xes. 82 
He is required to mnko monthly reports of collections to the clerk of the 
bonrd of supervisors a.s auditor o.nd-/to tho Ste.to .t~uditor of Public l1ccounts , 
and c .. t tho so.Ile tico he must pl' .. y ovor Sto.te truces collected to the Sto.te 
Tronsuror nnd county taxes oollootod to the county dopository. 83 

,· 

It is the duty of tho sheriff ~s ta.x colloctor to sell both rcnl nnd 
porson~l property on which tnxos ar~ dolinqucnt. 84 Redemption of lnnd sold 
for tuxes must bo mudo through tho olerk of the oho.nccry oobrt ~s recorder 
who remits redemption monies to tho .proper offioi~ls.85 

Lioonso to.xos nrc imposed by the Stnto nnd county on pr~cticnlly evory 
oooup~tion nnd profession, nnd aro collootod by the shoriff ns tax oolloctor~6 
Tho county is nuthorizod and roquirod to collect through the shoriff ns to.x 
collector nnd for its own uso nn unnual licomso fee from all owners df motor 
vehicles in the oounty.87 The sheriff ~s tnx collector remits ocoupntionnl 
license feos collected to the St~to freas~ror, and the motor vehicle or road 
and bridge privilege taxes to the county depository. 88 

. The county has several sources of miscellnnoous revenue. The board of 
supervisors h~s control of sixteenth section lend~ and lie~ lands reserved 
for tho support of the township schools £'.nd of all funds obta.ined from those 
lnnds.89 Another source of rovonuc is the money derived rrora fines, peno.lties, 
and forfeitures reported to him by the clerks of the courts, nnd the sheriff 
is re3uired to collect and pay t~e o.mounts ch~rged to him int? the county trens
ury.9 Tho county highway fund is suppl.ottentod by a substantial share of the 
Sto.te to.x levied on go.solin€> sold in tho county. 91 Tho poll truces collected in 

81. L. u. 1918, PP• 143-14:6.; Code 1930, secs. 3200-3207; sec entry 13. 
82. Code 1906, sec. 4314; Code 19.17, sec. 6948; L. I,I. 1926, P• 215; Code 1930, 

socs. 3222, 3229; L. lA. 1931, Ex. Sess., P• 215; L. 1,. 1932, Ex. Sess., in 
L. Ia. 1934, PP• 653-654; L. M. 1934, P• 414. 

83. Code 1906, soc. 4357; Codo 1917, sec. 6884·; L. M. li.918, P• 142; Code 1930, 
seo. 3289; soe entry 105. 

84. Codo ·1906, seo. 4255; Code 1917, soc. 6886; L. M. ll.928, Ex. Sess., PP• 17-
18;, Code 1930, soc. 3120: L. 1,1. 1934, p. 454; see entries 20,21. 

85. Code 1906, socs. 4338, 4340; L. J.1. 1910, P• 216; Code 1917, secs. 6972, 
6974; Code 1930, soo. 3263; see entries 22, 23. 

86. Code 1906, sec, 3894; Code 1917, sec. 6621; L. M. ].935, Ex. Sess., P• 122; 
see entry 104. 

87. L. M. 1914, pp. 100-101; L. M. 1916, p. 83; Code 1917, seo·s. 5756-5757; .. 
L. M. 1920, pp. 143-144; L. M. 1924, pp. 113~114; L. M. 1926, pp. 190-192l. 
L. M. 1928., pp. 300-301; Code 1930, secs. 5604-5605., 5607; see entry 99. 

88. Code 1906, sec. 3904; Code 1917, sec. 6633; L. M. 1935, Ex. Seas., p. 128~ 
89. Code 1906, sec. 4701; Code 1917, sec. 7511; L. M. 1924, P• 482; Code 1930, 

sec. 6760; see entries 1, 2, 3. 
90. Code 1906. sec. 355; Code 1917, sec. 3278; Code 1930, sec. 302. 
91. L. 11. 1926, pp. 186~187; L. M. 1928, Ex. Sess • ., pp. 16-17; L. :M. 1932, p. 

237; L. M. 1938, P• 258. 
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,. . 

the county are returned to it by the S~ate·Auditor of Public Aoco~~ta·~or the 
benefit of tho common school fund,9~ and the county receivg!IA- portion of ~he 
State equalization fund for the use ·1 of the county schoo;i,,.- Federal aid is 
rQO,,Q~•od. ~o carry on a program of agricultural and ~ollMt demonstration work.94 

,,, 

All claims. accounts~ and domanq.s against t~ county must be presented to 
the board of supervisors. The board, toge~~ with tho clerk or the board as 
8:\lditor, audits the claims and the 9lerk, _Ol! the order of the board, issues 
warrants on the county depository i~ pay,,ient of all claims which aro approved 
by the ~oard,. 95 It is the duty of t.he county depository to make quo.rterly re- · 
ports of o.11 receipts and disbu~som~pts and to return VJith tho reports all can
celed warrants which tbo clerk of ~tto board as auditor must file nnd preserve 
as a public record. 96 

The clerk or the board as auditor must audit county officers' accounts 
rcgularly.9a In additionJ tho Stnto Auditor of Public Accounts is empowered 
to audit and oxamino tho aocounte of ell county officers at least onoo a year. 
He is particularly charged with auditing the nllovmnccs nnd expenditures mo.do 
by tho bonrd of supcrvisors.98 

Tho boo.rd or supervisors has power and n~thority to issuo bonds for gen
eral county purposos. for erocting and maintaining sohools, for refunding out
standing bond issues. for constructing and maintnining rends and bridges, for 
mooting outstanding w~rrants and other legal obligations, for cstnblishing·and 
maintaining a county convict farm, nnd for erecting and mo.intuining a oourt
house and a jail.99 

Elections 

A person to qualify as an clootor must boo. citizen of tho United States; 
at loast 21 years of o.ge; o. rosidont of' the StD.t·o for two ycors, and of the 
district in which he is offering to vote for ono ycnr; must be ablo to read 
any section of the Constitution of the United Statos, or if he oonnot read, 

92. Const. 1890, secs. 206, 243: Code 1906, sec. 4254; Code 1917, soc. 6885; 
L. M. 1924, PP• 470, 479; Cod~ 1930, socs. 3127, 6739. 

93. L. M. 1924, PP• 412, 479; Codo 1930• soc. 6740. 
94. 38 U. S. Sta.t., po.rt l, pp. 373-374; L. It1. 1914, p. 260; Codo 1917, socs. 

3800-3801; 45 U. s. Stat., ·pnrt 1, p. 711; Code 1930, secs. 281-28~. 
95. Code 1906, secs. 341-342; Codo 1917, secs. 3714-3715; Codo 1930, socs. 

254-255; soc entry 112--. 
96. L. M. 1912, p. 210; Code 1917, sec. 4244; Code 1930, sec. 4350; seo en-

try 118. . 
97. Code 1906, sec. 357; L. M. 1914, p. 299; Code 1917, sec. 3730; Code 1930, 

soc. 304. 
98. L. 1,I. 1924, P• 557; L. M. 1930, p. 443; Code 1930, ~cc. 3753; L. M. 1938, 

PP• 356-357. 
99. Codo 1906, secs. 331, 397; L. }~. 1910J pp., 140J 192; L. M. 1912, pp. 160, 

_161, 166; L. M. 1914, PP• 242-243, 266-267; Code 1917, secs. 3704, 3774, 
7159-7161, 7356-7357; L. M. 1918, PP• 257-258; L. M. 1920, PP• 284, 393-
395; L. M. 1924, PP• 459-460. 471-474; Code 1930, secs. 237• 247. 5977~ 
o0.8~,, t;&QQ.._ G4.2J...., S.-1..31~ AA.SS, .a7~'7'"38J s.es -em·riee l~ 2. 
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understand and give u reasonable interpretation of it; must nover havo boen 
conviotod of bribery, burgla.rly, theft, arson, obtaining money or goods under 
false pr0tenscs, perjury, forgery, ombozzloment, or bignmy; must hnve paid all 
truces lognlly required of him, o.nd be ablo to produce ·satisf~otory evidence 
(poll to.x rccoipts for two conscc~tive years) of such payment to the officers 
holding o.n olection; and must bo rogistcrod es prescribed by law.lOO 

Prospeotivo electors must register V;ith the ciork of tho circuit court o.s 
registtar who exo.mines them as to their qunlifica.tions und roquiros them to 
swoo.r or affirm allcginnco to tho United Stntos nnd to the State of Mississippi, 
that thoy possess the necessary quo.lificutions to veto, nnd th~t they arc not· 
disqunlificd because of conviction £or any crimo.101 

Tho county bonrd of olcotion commisssioncrs is required, before every oleo• 
tion, to revise or purgo tho rcgistro.tion books o.nd po,11 books kept by the 
clerk of the circuit court ns rogistrnr.102 

A oo.ndidato f'or public office must be c. qualified elector, c .. n0. in addi- : 
tion, must not deny the oxistcncc of a Supreme Being, although he is not re
quired to meet nny religious test ~s a qualific~tion for office; must not have 
beon oonviotod of bribery, perjury, or any other infamous crime, or of giving 
or .c.£f'oring., directly or indirectly, o.ny bribe to procure tho election or e.p
pointmont of a person to office; end must not have participated in u duel or 
served as a scoond to a duolist.103 

Tho Corrupt Practices Aot of 1935 requires that cnndid~tcs for Stnte. dis
triQt, county Rnd county-district offices mo.kc affidavit thc.t they have read 
tho Corrupt Pr~ctiocs Act and that they will not violate it. The act also re~ 
quiros candidates for county and county-district offices to file ~ith tho cl.er~ 
of the circuit court itemized stntomonts of their oamp~ign expenses, prohibits 
candidutcs fr,om promising npp.ointmonts to office or their influcnco in other 
wa.y·s, c.nd sots up rigid restrictions o.gai~t verbnl or printed o.ttacks on oppo
nents during tho campaign. 104 :;. 

All officers elected or ~ppointcd to office in the State, except judgca 
and members ·or the Lcgisla.turo, mu~t to.kc tho follo·wing co.th before entering 
upon the duties of their offices: "I do solemnly s,vcur (or nffirm) that I will 
faithfully support the Constitution of tho United States und tho Constitution 
of tho Stnte of Mississippi ~nd obey tho lnws thereof; thnt I am not disquali
fied from holding office; nnd I will f~ithfully dischurgc the duties of the of
fice upon which I o.m c.bout to enter. So help me God. 0 105 

100. 

101. 

102. 

103. 
104. 
105. 

Const. 1890, socs. 241-245; Code 1906 1 secs. 4110•4120; Code 1917, secs. 
6753-6754, 6772; Code 1930, secs. 6185-6186, 6207; L. M. 1935, Ex. Sess., 
p. 36; sec entries 125, 127, 129. 

·'·• 

Code 1906. secs. 4119-4120; Code 1917, secs. 6753-£754; Code 1930, secs~~ 
6185-6186. 
Code 1906, socs. 3702, 4142; Codo 1917, secs. 6394, 6776; Code 1930. sec, 
5871. 
Const. 1890, secs. 18, 19, 44, 250, 265. 
L. M. 1935, Ex. Scss., PP• 33-52. 
Const. 1890, soc. 268. 
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The oounty board of election commissioners is chnrged 'iJith the prepo.ra
tion of bnllots for elootions.106 ; 

General oloctions for Stato~ di~trict, county, Md county-district offi-
• • ccrs arc held every fourth year on t~o first Tucsdny after the first Monday 

in Novembor.107 Primnry elections fg~ party nominntions of officers nre hold 
on the first Tuesday after the first~Mondcy in August preceding the general 
oloctions, o.nd n.ro governed and rogu+e.ted: by the election lo.vvs in force o.t the 
timo tho olootions nre held, wlt!ithq county oxeoutive committee discharging 
the duties of tho county bo~rd of election commissioners, except revising the 
rogistro.tion nnd poll books.108 As only one mo.jor po.rty functions in Missis
sippi, the Democr~tic, nomination ~t primary elections is tantcmount to elec
tion. ~hen no cnndid~te roocitos a mcjority of the votes cast, second prime.• 

I. 

ries or run-off elections nro hold three wo0ks nftor the first primary, betwe~n 
tho two candidates who receive the hithost number of votes.109 Special eleo-' 
tions for unexpired terms ure called by the county board of elootion commission• 
ors on order of tho board of suporvisors, if the unexpired to~m is for more · 
than six months.110 

, 

It is the duty of tho sheriff to provide equipment for polling places and 
he must furnish n sufficient number·of voting compo.rtmonts; shelves, and tables, 
so that there shall bo not loss than one of e~oh for each 100 oloctors in the 
district. 111 

The county board of oloction cornmissioners, appointed by tho State Board 
of Election Commissioners, is required to appoint the managers of elections.lla 
It is nlso the duty of this boo.rd to appoint bailiffs to preserve order nt the 
polls. 113 

The votes cast in primo.ry olootions nre counted and tallied nt e~oh poll
ing place by tho election ma.nagors who oertify the results and seal ~11 ballots 
and a certified copy of the result in the boxes. The boxes arc delivered to 
the county executive committee. This comn1itteo canvasses and reviews all box•~ 
es o.nd deposits the boxes with tho clerk of the circuit court as regi'strat•,1~4 

106 ~ Code 1906, secs. 4158., 4186-4167; Codo 1917, secs•' 6792,· 6800-6901; Codo 
1930,. secs. 6221~-6225, 6228. 

107. Const. 1890, soo. 102; Code 1906, sco.·4139; Codo 1917, sec. 6773; Codo 
1930, $eC • 6209. 

108. Code 1906, sec. 3699; Code 1917, soc.·6399; Code 1930, sec. 5~66. Tho 
county executive· cornmittoo is composed of 15 members, three from 0ach 
supervisor:~ boat or distriot, chosen by purty dologato conventions 
every four ~tears ( i~id .. ). 

109. Code 1903: ~cc~ 3150; L. N. 1914, pp. 193-194; Code 1917~ soc. 6391; 
Code l93C .-= sec - 5568 .. 

110. Code 19J6j B~o., .:ilS9; Code 1917, soc. 6823; Code 1930, sec. 6263. 
111. Codo l;J6, ~uc. 41E4; Code 1917, sec. 67881 Code 1930, sec. 6223. 
112. Code 19~)C, 3ecG. 4108, t.1:J.50, 4153; Code 19ib7, secs. 67•12, 6784,. 6787; 

Code -~szo, '.:ie-:.:3. 617?, 221--1:- 6222.-
113. Code ::ncs, .JC~a s:145.: Cod0 1917,: sec. 6779; Code 1930, sec. 6217. 
114. Code ~-S·Jo, sc~. 3705; Gode 1917, soc. C397; Code 1930, sec. 5895; L. M. 

1935, Ex. Scss., ppo 37-39. 
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The votes cast in genernl elections arc delivered in tho same ma.nner by the 
election mnn~gers to the county board of election commissioners which can
vassos and reviews the boxes nnd delivers thom to the clerk of tho circuit 
court o.s rcgistrar.115 ; 

~ith respect ot po.rty nomination~ of pr<. sidcntio.l electors, each politi
cal party116 in Wnltha.11 County is cntitlcc. to two delegates to its Sta.to 
convention hold every four years- to s9lcot tho electors. These dcloga~s ~re 
chosen by county clologo.ge oonvcntions.-hold every four ·yea.rs. Dclcgat,es to the 
county convention ~re elected at precinct olections called by tho county execu
tive oommittec 1 and arc npportioncd equ~lly anrang the supervisors' districts 
or ar.iong tho irecincts of the county in proportion to the number o:f' votes oust 
by tho party ~t the preceding presidential olection.117 

Education 

County o.gcncies which pa.rtioipo.tc in the o,dministrc..tion of tho school pro•· 
grmm o.rc tho superintendent of cducr"tion1 the county school bor4rd, r .. nd tho 
bonrd of supervisors. Four types of subdivisions of the county, cnllod dis
triots,ho.ve been cstr1.blishod in V,o.lthn;l.l a.s c .. uthorizcd by lnw: Common school 
districts, oonsolidntcd school districts, scpnrnto school cistricts, ~nd spo• 
oinl oonsolidnted school districts, with boards of trust0cs for oaoh. 118 

Sepo.r~te schools o.ro r.10.intuincd £or children of the white and colored 
ra.ccs. 119 

The schools in tho county ~re supported by county to.x0s, by poll trxes 
collected and rotnined in the county, by tho Stnte per capita fund, by tho 
Ste.to equalizing fund, by loco.l district ta.xos v,hich tho people imposo on 
themselves, ~nd by resources derived from sixteenth.section school la.nds • 

• 
Tho superintendent, vhoso duties nre ndministr~tivo rather thun supervi

sory, controls tho ·county school fund cooposod of Sta.to r11oney, county school 
ta.xos, end poll taxes; fixes tho salaries of to~chors; appoints teachers whon 
the loonl trustees do not solect and recomr.icnd them by Juno 15th, and enters· 
into tho only contracts made for to~ching services.120 

Tho mo.in functions of tho county school board uro to organize nnd fix the 
boundo.rios of the school districts; to designate tho locution of tho sohool
houso in uny district when it h~s not nlrcudy been locntod; to set the dnte 

115. Code 1906, sec. 41281 Code 1917, sec. 68l2j Codo 1930, soc. 6250. 
116. The Dcmocrntio party is tho only mo.jor party functioning in Mississippi. 
117. Code 1906, sec. 3699; Code, 1917, seo. 6390; Codo 1930, sec. 5866. Ench 

county is entitled to a number of votes in the State convention equal to 
double its representation in the Sto.tc House of RcprE:scnto.tives (ibid.), 
nnd l'althall County elects one representative (Code 1930, soc. 5329). 

118. Soo "School Trustees, 11 p. 101. 
119. Const. li890 1 sec. 207. 
120. Code 1906, secs. 4497-4509, 4809-4816; Code 1917, secs. 7566-7587; L. M. 

1924, pp. 416-423; Code 1930, secs. 6562-6580. 
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for the opening of the county schools or give fl.ssent tt, tho do.to proposed by 
the superintendent of cducation;121 nnd, together with the superintendent, 
lny out ull routes for tho truns~ortntion of school children and let nll oon
tructs for such transportation.122 

. Tho boo.rd of suporvisors. ns n tliroot £unction .. in· the conduot ·ot:~the coun
ty schools, may levy o.n annual troc of not more than one mill on all real pro• 
porty in the county outside of sopnrato school districts for n fund to bo 
usod for building schoolhousos.123 All other ~xos ure loviod ufter action 
of some other ngonoy. County tuxes outside of sep~rnto districts are imposed 
only after the levy hns been ~pprovod by a cajority of the qunlifiod electors 
voting in an eloction, 124 and district tuxes nrc levied on the petition of n 
majority of tho qualified electors in tho district. 125 The boa.rd mny issue 
county ctnd district bonds on tho npprovo.l of three-fifths of the quo.lified 
electors of the county voting in nn election, or on the approval of u mnjority 
of tho quulified electors residing in the district. 126 

District school trustees ho.vo c;cnorul local supervision of tho school or 
schools in their rospootive districts, 127 mny borrov-r n1onoy in antioipntion of 
taxes,128 nnd must prepare and file with the superintendent of education n 
budget of cstimatod expenses and a statement of estimated revenue for each 
fiscal ycar.129 Tho true-toes of all county district schools cloct the me~-
bcrs of the county school board.130 · 

----------------·-
121. 

122. 

123. 

124. 

125. 

12G. 

127. 

128. 
129. 
130. 

Code 1906, secs. 4510-45151 Code 1917, secs. 7330-7335; L. ]JI. 1924, pp. 
423-425; Code 1930, secs. 6581-6587. . 
L. 1:1. 1938, P• 545. Until 1938, this vvo.s o. function of tho school trus
tees (L. I .. 1. 1910, P• 114; L. 11. 1912, P• 3231 L. bl. 1914, PP• 265-2661 
L. 11. 1916, pp. 265-267,; L. L!. 1924, PP• 440-~41; Code 1930, sec. 6639. 
Code 1930, sec. 6725; L. !~ 1936• Scco~d Ex. Sess., in L. 11. 1938, pp. 
18-19. 
Code 1906, sec. 4572; L. 1.i. 1914, pp, 131-132; Code 1Sl7, -sec. 7388; 
L. Li. 1924, PP• 467-46 8; Codo 1930, sco. 6725; L. l'.1. 1936, Second Ex~ 
Sess., in L. M. 1938, p. 18. The Constitution authorizes the boo.rd ~o 
increusc the proscribed Stuto poll to..x of two dollars to not more th~n 
throe dollnrs for tho purposo of aiding tho cor.un.on schools (Const. 1890, 
soc. 234). 
L. 1'1. 1914, P• 259; L. T-II. 1916 1 PP• 28t.J:-285; Code 1917, socs. 7352-7353, 
7364;, L. 11. 1924, pp. LJ:43-444; Code 1930, secs. 6647, 6649, 6654, 6663, 
672G-G727; L. M. 1932, PP• 166-467. 
L. M. 1912, P• 166; L. M. 1914, PP• 266-267; Code 1917, secs. 7356-73581 

73G4; L. M. 1920, PP• 282-284; L. II. 1924, pp. 444-,~45, 471-476; Code 
1930, secs. 5982-5983, 6737-6738; L. M. 1932, pp, 499•500, 547, 548, 550; 
L. 1,1. 1934 1 P• 538; L. M. 1935, Ex. Sess., pp. 184-185; L. M. 1938, PP• 
537-538. 
Code 1906, socs. 4522-4525; Code 1917, secs. 7342-7356; L. £:1. 1924, pp •. 
433-434; Code 1930, secs. 6629-6631, 663S. The boards of trustE:E;S are 
not bodies corporate and cunnot sue und be suod. 
Code 1930, secs. G728-G72D; L. Ll. 1938, pp. 553-554. 
Code 1036, PP• 4:~G-·lC,7. 
Code 1930, sec. 6581. 
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Publio :Health 

Tho public henlth progro.rn. in the county is conducted by tho board of su
pervisors and u county hoalth officer whom tho board is required to uppoint on 
tho rccommondution of tho State Board of Hcalth.131 

Tho board L1ust fix and pay tp.c sc .. lo.ry of the health officer.132 It muy
133 establish local quarantine and en.force it by rcusonnble rul0s and regulations 

nnd provido for conpulsory sw~llpox vaocinntions.134 It mo.y instruct the 
health officer ·to rn.o.kc sa.nitv..ry inspections of schools, prisons, markets, c~nd 
other public places, und rcceivo reports of the officer's invostigations. 135 
Tho board is uuthorizod to approprinto mon0y to be used in the control and 
eradication of infectious disco.sos o.nd in the promotion of public hco.lth. 136 

Undor tho direct supervision of tho State Board of Health, tho county 
health officer ~ust enforce tho rules c.nd regulations of this board in regard 
to tho hco.lth interests of tho county; examine as for· o.s pro.ctico.blo into all 
cases of mnlarial, infectious, and opidcrnio diseases and thoir causes; inves
tigate the sanitary conditions of schools, prisons, markets, and other public 
places; reconunend to tho governing authorities of' tho county r.~d of' any city 
in the county, regulations considered necessary to promote the health of tho 
county; report his notions, a.11 information, and the rosults 0£ investi'gations 
to tho Sto.to Board of Health.137 ·.-'. 

Births and deaths in the county aro roportod to the Division of Vital 
Sto.tistios of tho State Board of Hoalth by the county registrar of births and-, 
doaths, 138 ma.rringo statistics aro reported by the clerk of tho·oirouit· cour.t;39 
and divorco statistios ~ro roportod by tho clerk of the chancery oourt.140 

Welfo.ro 

The bo~rd of supervisors hus jurisdiction ovor the roliof and support of 
tho poor in the county. 141 Tho boa.rd also.has jurisdiction ovor poor orphan 

131. 

132. 
133. 
134. 
135. 
136. 
137. 

138. 

130. 
110. 
141. 

Cotle 1906 1 soc. 2491; Code 1917, soc. 4840; Code 1930, sec. 4877; see 
nlso 11 Dopo.rtnont of Hee.1th, u P• 104. 
Ibid. 
Code 190G, sec. 2406; Code 1917, sec. 4845; Code 1930, soc. 4882. 
Code 1906 1 soc. 24~2; Codo 1917, soc. 4841; Code 1930, sec. 4878. 
Code 1906, soc. 2·194; Code 1917, sec. 48·1:3; Codo 1930, soc. 4880. 
L. ll. 1918: p. 253; Code 1930, soc. 4932. 
Code lOOGj s0c~ 2494; L. ~. 191G, P• lGG; Code 1917, soc. 4877; L. Ll~ 
1820, pp, 285-286; Coda 1830, socs. 4913~ ~927. 
L. M. 1Sl2J pp. 158-159; Code 1Sl7, soc. 4871; Code 1030, sec. 4907; 
!!ississipp·';_ State Board of Heo.lth, Division of Vita.l Statistics, Instruc
tions to ?..or;istrc:1rs of Births and Deaths. Jackson., 193fl., pp. 2, 6, 10. 
L. l::1. 1L·2··s:;-PF ;·-2bG-257; Code 1930, sec. 4937. 
L. ll. 1026, Po 257; L. M. 1928., PP• 184-1861 Code 1830, sec. 1~2G. 
Const. 1880, sec. 2C21 Code 10OG, secs. 307, 35G6, 3572-3573, 3578-3579; 
L. M. 1912., PP• 305-306; Codo 1817, secs. 3C80, Gl89-Gl.90, 6186; Code 
1930, secs. 214, 5Gg4-5C88. 
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children, 142 and it nrust ndvanco money for tho investigation and r0movnl of 
insane per1ons •143 The boo.rd must also provido for the oare end maintcno.no·e 
of paupers alleged to bo insane, pending investigation, o.nd provide permanent 
cnre for such pcr~ons after they huve boon legally adjudged insa.no if there 
is no place for them in one of the Stnto insane hospitals. 144 In addition, 
the board appoints the members of the county board of public welf~re,145 nnd 
it ha.s power a.11d authority to oooporate Ytith the Federal relief p:rogrurn.14G 

the pension board of inquiry. appoitrted by th~ bourd of supervisors, ud~ 
judico.tes o.11 claims for Sto..te•paid pension~ ma.de by Confederate veterans, 
their widows; and their servantsol47 

Publio Works 

Fu~l jurisdiction over roads, ferries, nnd bridges is exercised by tho 
board of supervisors in nocordenco with such regulations as tho Logislaturo , 
may prescribo. 148 Tho board must provide o.nd ~intain a courthouse and o. jo.il, 
o.nd if there is not o. courthouse in the county ,or if it is undergoing repairs 
or it is n-dt fit for. uso,· tho, boar.d~arru.st 1!1rovide n building in which therccurts 
and the meetings of the board may be held.149 

This body is given the exclusive power to mnke and authorize o.11 oontrac·ts 
in the no.me of the oountyol50 

Miscellaneous Functions 

Activities in agricultur~l demonstration nnd home econonios uro curried 
on in the county with tho aid of Federal funds by the county extension depart
ment in agriculture and home eoonomics.151 Tho county agents and ~ome demon
stration agents in charge of' this program o.re o.ppointod by the board of super
visors on tho rooommendntion of tho Extension Department of Mississippi State 
Collego ~nd with the approval of the United Stutes Department of Agriculturo~2 

142. Code 10OG, sec. 3582; L. u. 191G., PP• 33G-337,; Code 1917, sec. 6199; 
Code 1930, soc. 5710. 

143. eode 1906, s0cs. 3222, 3230; Code 1917, secs. 5564, 5572; Code 1930, 
socs. 4579, 4586. 

144. Code 1906, sec. 308; Code 1917, sec. 3G8l; Code 1930, sec. 328. 
145. L. M. 1936, P• 272. 
146. L. M. 1934, PP• -172-473; L. I~1. 1935, Ex. Sess • ., PP• 197, 211; L. 11. 

1938., pp. G83-G84; L. Tu~ 1938, Ex. Sess., PP• 117-118. 
147. Code 1906, soc. 3662; Code 1817, sec. G317; Code 1930., sec. 5812. 
148. Const. 1890, sec. 170; Cod0 lSOG, sec. 307; Code 1917, sec. 3680; Codo 

19 30 1 Se C • 214 • 
149. Code 1906, socs. 307, 325; Codo 1917, secs. 3680., 3GS8; Code 1936, 

secs. 21·1:, 220. 
150. Code lSOG, sec. 361; Code 1917, soc. 37341 Code 1830, soc. 329. 
151. L. M. 1908, p. n4; 38 U. S. Stat • ., Part I, pp. 373-374; L. H. 1914, p. 

2GO; Code 1£17, secs. 37821 3801; L. ll. 1924, P• 322; 45 U.S. Stat., 
Part I, p. 711; Code 1930, secs. 278, 281; L. J.,1. 1932, pp. 317-318. 

152. L. M. 1908, p. 84; L. M. 1914, P• 260; Code 1Sl7, socs. 3783., 3801; 
L. M. 1824, P• 260; Code 1930, secs. 27g, 282; L. l'I. 1932, P• 517. 



- .30 -

Governmental Organization and Records System (First entry, p. 44) 

Provisions are made for the reoording with the clerk of the chancery 
court as recorder of charters of inoorporation,153 marks and brands of live
stock,154 declarations of homesteads to obtain exemption from seizure or sale 
under execution or attacpment for debt,155 discharges and all military records 
and documents of veterans of the Spanish-American War and th0 World War, 156 and 
all aurvcys of land m~de by tho 00U3:1ty surveyors or other surveyors.157 

Records ?ystem 

Tho records of "V~althall County arc in general good condition and have 
been standardized to the extent that all of the lnnd oonveyanoo record and 
court dockets are kept in heavy, leather-bound volumes, 25 percent of which 
arc tho inscrtnble loose-leaf typo.: Some of the ledgers and journals have 
been in co.nvo.s-bound, insertablc, loose-leaf vol_umos o.nd conform to tho stand
ard ao~ounting system pre.scribed by tho Sta.to Auditor o~ Public Accounts. At 
the prosont timo unbound records are deposited in containers thut vo:ry in size 
and composition nnd include wooden nnd ccrdbo~rd file boxes, corrugntcd card
board store.go boxes, o.nd a small numbor of steel filing co.binots. All co.se 
papers of tho oho.ncery court arc kept in stet 1 file boxes, o.nd cas·o po.pors of 
tho circuit court arc kept in pigeon holes. 

The vault of tho clerk of tho chunoory court is ulso shared with tho sher
iff, and it is much too sm~ll for their needs. The vuult of the clork of tho , 
circuit court, :Vihilc_ a.dequo.tc for tho storage of current records, is not largo:: 
onough to cont~in ~11 non-current records and rocords deposited in the office 
fo~ preservation. 

Sinco 1918, practically all permanent records huvc been typowritton1 or 
ho.ndwritton on printed forms v1ith ma.nufaoturod brands of pcrma.nont, non-fading 
ink. A good quality of lodger pa.per hus been purch~sed for tho record books, 
but loss dur~ble papor hns been used in the documents kept pcrmuncntly on file, 
ospocially those documents inscribed on printed forms and furnished by others 
than county officials. 

County officers are authorized und ompowcrod to deposit, fer permo.ncnt 
preservation, with tho Mississippi Dcpnrtment of Archives nnd History, an~ of
ficial books, records, documents, original pa~ers, newspaper files, nnd print
ed books not in current use in thoir offices. 58 However, no such disposition 
ha.s thus :far been ma.do of VIaltha.ll County records. 

153. 

154. 

155. 

156. 
157. 

Const. 1890, sec. 189; Code 1906, soc. 900t Code 1917, soc. 4072; Code 
19 30, SC C • 4145 • 
L. M. 1916, p. 175; Code 1917, sec. 1568; Code 1930, soc. 5476; see on
try~34. 
Code 1906, soc. 2148; Code 1917, sco. 1823; Codo 1.930• soc. i767; see 
entry 35. 
L. M. 1922, pp. 259-260; sec entry 36. 
Codo 1906, sec. 4953; Code 1917, soc. 7746; Code 1930, sco. 7148; ace 

...... 
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(First entry, Page 44) 

All officers elected by popular vote serve four-year tenns. 

(1) Two regular sessions of six days each held annually. Chancellor is 
elected for a four-year term. 

(2) Two regular sessions of 12 days each held annually. Judge of circuit 
court is elected for a four-year term. 

(3) Five members, one elected from each supervisor's district. 

(4) Three or five members from each school district, elected by electors of 
the school district. Three or five year terms, one member elected 
annually. 

(S') Five members, one from each supervisor's district; one member elected 
annually by trustees of all schools in county. Five-year tenn. County 
superintendent of education is ex officio president. 

(6) Not more than 20 nor less than 15 designated at each crllninal session of 
circuit court from the first 20 names drawn f'rom a list of 62 names, which· 
62 are dra"?rn from a list of not more than 800 nor less than 200 ·persons 
eligible to serve as jurors selected annually by the board of supervisors. 

(7) Seven members; a qualified elector from each of tho 5 supervisor's dis
tricts, a world war veteran, and tho county attorney. Indefinite term. 

(8) In oharge of ono county agent and one home demonstration agent appointed 
by the board of supervisors on recommendation of the Extension Department 
of Mississippi State College and approved by the United States Department 
of Agriculturo. Indefinite te:nn. 

(9) Five member.s, one from each supervisor's district, appointed for one-year 
terms by the board of supervisors as proscribed by the State Department 
of Public Welfare. 

(10) Appointed by the State Board of Election Commissioners which designates 
t·he clerk of the circuit court unless it considers him an improper person. 

(11) Three members, appointed by the State Board of Election Commissioners. 
Two-yea.1· t 3~m " 

(12) Appointed at direction of State Board of Health. Two-year term. 

(13) Appoi:1ted by D5-vision of Vital Statistics of State Board of Health. 
Indefinite term. 
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3. HOUSING, CAREJ l~'ID ACCESSIBILITY OF THE RECORDS 

The Walthall County courthouse is situated on ~agnolia and Ball Avenues. 
It was oroct0d in 1917 us th0 first county-owned building occupied for the 
purpose of holding courts of record and housing county offices and has been 
in uso continuously since that time. 

On June 15, 1916, the board of supervisors adopted the plans and speci
fications for the construction and the equipping of a courthouse and jail, 
presented by X. A. Kramor, architcct,1 and ordered that the time for lotting 
the contract for erecting and furnishing the buildings be advertised in the 
Tylertovm Times, 2 a woekly po.per., for three consecutive wooks • ........ ~----·-

On July 22~ 1916, a contract was a,varded to the Littlo-Clcckor Construc
tion Compnny of Anniston, Alabama~ for tho construction of the courthouse and 
tho jail for ;36,500. 3 Tho board of supervisors acted as tho building commit
tee working in conjunction vrith i:r. Kramer, architect and consulting engineer. 
At its .August meeting, 1917, ·tho board received and accepted the now buildings, 
but ~~3.,000 1,vas rotained to cover deficiencios. 4 

The three-story red brick and stone trim structuro has outside measure
ments of 120' x 66 1 x 40 1 and contains 316,800 cubic feet of space. It is 
considerod 80 porcent fireproof, having concrete floors and plastered wn.11s 
and ceilings throughout. 

Tho building is heated by steam. It is well vontilntod vvith good natural 
and artificial lighting. Approxi1nat0ly 75 percent of -the records aro kopt in 
the firoproof vaults of tho clerks of th_e chancery and .circuit courts. 

Tho oourthouso is situated in a semi-circular lot of approximately two 
acres and is sot back ton foct".from Bo.11 Avonuo ~which bounds the f rant or co.st 
proporty lino. Tho offices of tho board of suporvisors, the clerk of the chan
cery court, the clerk of the circuit court, the sheriff and tax collector, t~o 
tax assessor, and tho superintendent of oducation arb on tho first floor. O~
fices on tho sooond floor include those of the county agricultural a.gent, the· 
homo demonstration a.gent, and tho Farm Security Administration. Hero Q.lso are 
tho court room. and the jury and 11:ri tnos s rooms. On the third floor or Et tt_ic .·· 
a.re stored 12½ percent of the records of tho county, of which tho clerk of the 
chancery court is custodian, All offices on the first floor can be entered 
from a wide hall which runs tho length of tho building. The bnscment contains 
tho boiler room and storerooms, but no records are kept there. 

Board of Supcrvi~orsi... The offices of tho board of supervisors are in the 
northwesl;s0ction 'of thObuilding on the first floor. The rooms are not crowd
ed and spe .. co und equipment a.re ndoquo.te for tho needs arthc too.rd· 'b.Jrl £or _rublii) 

1. :Minutes Board of Supervisors., vol. 1., ·p. 401; see entry 1. 
2 • Ibid. , p • 40 2 • 
3. Ibid.~ P• 417. 
4. Ibid., vol. 2, PP• 28, 29. 
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users. No permanent records of the board of supervisors are kept in this of
fioe., the records of the board being found in the offioe and vault of the 
clerk of the ·i1hanoery court who is the ex officio clerk of. the board. 

E_l!:~ .. °.I . . ~~~ g~:~:!?~!' .. LC.~ur~. !! !le.c.~r~: For the housing, care, and 
e.0cessi1J1..::..::·tJ> :y[' ·the r-a'Jo:cds of tlie clerk ~·r the chancery court as recorder, 
see Clt:-rk. o/ ·thi-i C0~'.'.'l.oe:.-y Court, below. } ___ ._... ................... ·~•J'........,.. __ --- . 

Cha:.1.,~iJ:·y lJr;urt:. For·the housing, ca.re., and accessibility of tho records ____ ..,.... _ _.... .......... ....._... ;, 

of the chancery court., soc Clerk of the Ch~noery Court, below. -- .. ,. - -- -..-..--- ---
\ 
' 

Cl_e,!~ ~ t!l~. ,CJl.!J,_n~,c .. rz P.~!J2.:: The clerk of tho chancery court, whoso or~. 
fico is situated in the southwest corner of the first floor, keeps the records 
of the board of supervisors, of the recordqr, of the ohancory court, pf tho 
treasuror, of tho auditor, of tho pension board:af inquiry, of the surveyor, 
ranger, and eight volumos of non•ourrent justice of the peace records. 

The clerk's vault is adjacent to and just oast of his office. The vault 
contains 292 linear feet of roll0r stool shelving along tho oast wall and und~r
noath tho work desk which is in tho center of the vault. They arc completely 
filled by 292 linear feet of bound volumes. On top of one file cabinet aro 
four linoar. foot of newspapers bound together. The vault contains all the 
rooords of tho clerk of tho chancery court, oxcopt non-current land and por
sonal:nl9olls which _arc filod in tho attic. Equipment for users consists of' one 
largo wooden contcr table 6 1 x 8' x 2½•, with spaoo und0rncath for ~olumc, and· 
one smo.11 corner wooden tablo~ Thero is a. stool filing oo.binot with 12 draw-. 
ors, 1111 x 16 11 x 2711 ;. ono steel cabinet with f'ivo shelves; one stool safo 3 1 x 
2,?a•x 1½•1 and 30 stool filing boxes, l½" x 9 3/G" x 12, that aro usod only 
for blank forms. There aro also 49 steel file cases moa.suring lo½" x 611 x 1511 , • 

Thero o.ro 14 pastcboa.rd :f'ilo oases, Q" x 4½1
' x 16, a.nd 23 pasteboard filo ca.sos, 

1011 x 4 3/4 11 x 19 11
• Approximately 60.poroont of all· tho records of tho county, 

including the records of tho sheriff, o.ro stored hore. Additional space and.··--: 
equipment are deemed nocosso.ry for proper storage. 

Circuit Courti For t~o housing, oaro, anti accessibility of the ~ocords -"'9'!11------ ...... of the circuit court, soo Clork of the Circuit Court. below. ___ ,,_ __ 
Clerk of the Circuit Court:. The office and vault of the clerk of the · · 

cirourtcourt, shared with tne tax assessor, are situated in the extreme south• 
cast end of tho first ·r1oor. The work office, containing one percent of the 
rocords, has an L-shnpod wooden work desk in the center of the room; 60 steel 
filo dro.wers in a cabinet 4½' x 12' x 2½' are used for blank forms 1 and ono . 
steel filing cabinet, which the tnx assessor uses for originnl assessment li~ts• 
No a.dditiono.l space and equipment o.ro considered necessary for this office. ·:It 
is well ventilated and woll lightod, and working conditions o.ro oomfortnblo. 

_,,. 

The clerk's vault ndjoins the work office to the west nnd contains 97 p~r
cont of the circuit clerk's ro_cords, which includes the records of fuc clerk o_f 
tho circuit court o.s rcgis·tro.r, of tho gro.nd jury, c.nd of tho elootion commis
sioners. Concrete walls and ooilings protect the records from rodents nn~ in
sects. 1'he vault ho.s 159 linoe..r foot of steel roller shelves conto.ining 135. 

·linoo.r feet of bound volumes, Ci.nd 85 filo boxosJ 1111 x 511 x 14". Accommodntions 
for public users uro iruidequato, as tho v~ult is vory snn.11. Tho romn.indcr of 
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the records, of scattered, miscellaneous nature, are stored in the small at
tic above the second floor. 

Courtroom: The o-ourtroom covers approximately three•fourt,hs of the sec
ond floor of the courthouse. There is one steel cabinet 4 1 x &~•x 3 1 with 
shelves which contain five linear feet of books comprising part of the county 
law library, Doors in the east end o:f' the courtroom open into the witnoss 
room, which is used by tho home demonstration agent when court is not in se·s
s ion, and into the hallway o.bove the stairs. In the west end of the court• 
room, doors open into ·the gro.nd jury room, which is used by the Farm Security 
Administration. and into the hallway~: No records other than the books of the 
county law library are kept permanently in the courtroom. About 30 linear 
feet of shelving in the judge's room~ which is in the northeast corner of the 
second floor, is tnkon up with tho other county law library books. 

Grand Jury: Tho grand jury hol4s its sessions in the jury room on the 
second 'floor of tho courthouse, whio~ is also the office of the Form Security 
Administration. For the housing, o&re,· and acoessibility of the records of -: 
the grand jury, sao Clork of tho CirQuit Court, nbove, --- - . ---·--

Justices of the Pence: District or Bent One, (Lloyd Dillon). The just~oe 
of the peace oTthis district hblas &ourt at his residence. fivo miles south+ 
west of Tylortown. or the records of tho district. both current and non-our+ 
rent, 50 peroont are kept in the vault or tho clerk of the ohanoery court, 25 
peDoent aro stored in the courthouse attic, and 25 percont aro kept in the home 
of tho justice or tho peace of this district, I>istriot or Beat Two, (B. W. 
Owens). The justice of the pence or this district holds court nt his residnnoe, 
two miles notth of Tylertown.· Of the records of the district, both current and· 
non-current, 60 percent o.re kept in tho vault of ·the clerk of the oho.ncery oourt, 
20 percent in the courthouse attic, and 20 percent at the home of tho justice 
of the peace of this district. District or Bent Three. (Luther Blackwell). 
The justice of the peo.oe of this distriot"lio!ds court nt his residence, nino 
miles southeast of Tylertown. Of the records of the district, both current and 
non-current, 20 percent are kept in the vuult of tho clerk of the chancery 
court, 40 peroen..t in the courthouse att~c, and 40 percent at tne homo of the 
justice of the peace of this district. Distri,ot .or Beo.t Four, -(Jossie w. Magee). 
Tho justice of the peace of this district holds cC>Urt ~t Eis home 13 miles 
northeast of Tylertown. Of the records of the district, both current and non• 
current, 50 percent are kept in the vault of the clerk of the chancery court, 
and 50 percont at the home of the justice of the pea.co of this district. Dis•-: 
triot or Beat Five, (Ben c. Alford). The justice of tho peace of this district 
lio!ds OOUrt at his residence, 12 milos north of Tylertown. Of the reoords of 
the district, both current and non•ourrent, 50 percent nre kept in the vault of 
the clerk of the chancery oourt, c.nd 50 percent are kept at the home of the 
justice of tho peace of this district. 

District Attornet: The district attorney of the fourteenth circuit court 
district, to vrhioh Wa tha.11 County is atto.ohod, :mninta.iils o. privo.te office in:·~ 
tho city of Brookhcven, county s0~t of Lincoln County. · 

County Proseouting Attorney: The county prosecuting o.ttornoy mo.into.ins .. '. 
a prhate office on the second floor of Tylertown Drug Store on Beulnh Avenue~ 

Sheriff~ The office of sheriff and tax collector is in the southwest 



• 36 -
; 

Housing, Care, an~ Accessibility of the Records (First entry, P• 44) . 

' corner on the first floor. The rooJp. contains 29 linear feet of steel roller 
shelving filled with 29 linenr feet; of bound volumes but contains only 10 per• 
cont of the office •s records. Ninotcy- peroent of the records are .fi]ed in the 
vault of the clerk of·tho chancery ~curt, in the circuit clerk's vault, and 
in the oourthouso att:loo The spnoet for active records is adequate, but the 
records are cr.6vrded beoause of poor~ filing equipment. The tax colleotion de• 
pnrtment needs ·more spaoe 1 howevcr1 ~for slack periods it is adequate, 

.............. ,w ..... 
No records of the ootonor were found in Wnlthall County • 

C011.stn.bl(;S:: Consto.bles have· no offices but a.re attached to the office 
......... r-................. .....,.........., • 

of th0 j·-.·•~:·i:;:,r;o of the pca.oo from who.so district or beat they are elected, 

Tc..x ~'..s•:i~H1s o,~ t The office of tax a.ssess or .is in the southeastern end of· 
~ ... , ... ., ..,.,.,....-.............. -..-... . 

the fi.cc~t f'-~u.:.:r r~.nd is sh~·red with the clerk of tho circuit court. For the 
housin~.: ~a:re~ fl. nd a,:;ce~;s~.b1.J.:tty of tho records of the tax a.ssossor, see Clerk 
0 -&t th... t= ·1 ,.. .... • 1· .L l .. , ·· t11·t "bove ... .. t) ,J" • :.. • ' ' .... • ..., .t u . ., ..:.v . • ., 

- ~.-.1 •-•r_._...,,..,.,.. .. .,., ...,.,.._,, ..... -... .• ~ 

8h.or:.tf o.s. ife.x. Gn:!.J .. ,:~c 4j0:t~: Fo1 .. the housing, care, o.nd o.ooessibility of ----·--............. _ ...... ,. ·-................... ...._........ . 

the reoo!·ds of the al:·.c:r~ f.'!:' ~.s to.x collootor, see Sherif£, above. 

Clerk of' the Cf,.t\.ncer~r Court C'1oS Troo.sure:i:: For the· housing, care and 
--- 1 ... - -- _,.. ...... ,, -·-~----- ........... ".-.. __.., ---••f917 • 

a.oces:sil,.Lli"ty of tho r.·~·tHi~·ds af the -~lerk of the oho.noery oourt c.s treo.surer. 
see _£1er;~ .~! ~~ ~~t~'.';~~~:·.r. -~~:!~ ubovo. 

Clerk o:rftho f,".)~d of Supervisors as Audi tor: For the houa'ing,- oare, and 
--..ir-:i-,,.• .. --- _ .... _., ----·-· ...... _, .. ----·-.r " ~ ~ Q

7

J.II' .l.tez '-ori.rd of .superv1· S ors ~- S a·ud·1· • o.ocessio~LJ.J:r;y oi ·cno :r·c!~!):~·:ls or.'' tr.Le vJ.OrJ.C i. U1 o ~ """ ~ 

tor Seo (1 ·1" ,:\_,r ,..,.-r:- i-·11,.-1 ,...~1,:-, r.-,~o·--·u· "our·'-· r.1bove I . I . f;i .L .'~ '-' - 'J ..,, • ,. ' • • ~ ,J,u •·• ·.:, •.J \JS, '-'o • ---- .......... ----- .. --..--~ ............................. 
Clerk of the airoui t Court o.s Rogistro.r: For tho housing, co.re, and 

accessiSility _of tS~-1~~rds-0°f tile oler~ o~ the .circuit _.court o..s .r~g_istro.:r, 
see Clerk or tho Circui-t Court, above. ------ --- . . . . '• 

County Bonrd of Election Commissioners: Th~ county board of election 
............. --..-.- .......... _....,_ ' --= -----------o ommis s iono1·s holds it~ meetings iri the off~ce ·of. th~ clerk of the oirouit 

court·. For the housing, oo.ro, and .. o.ooessibility of· the rooords of this body, 
soo Clerk of the Cirouit Court, above. ---------------- . 

. . 

Superintend!Jnt of' Eduoo.ti_on: The office of the county superintenden~ of ... 
eduoatf07.~- ~.s.■ -TI4:~~-~d·r~~•n .. ·Sfic.". south central. sootion of the first floor. 'The 
room contr.:.~.ns ~:9 per(~etrt of tl:c officer 1s records in 16 linear feet· of steel 
roller sh~ ::.VCf; ttnd SO i'i ls l:,o~«os, 10~1 x 5u x 141.1, and one percent is kept in 
tho oour·~ho:J.ue. a-tt~.o. Ecro o.re also kept the records of the school trustees 
and oountysohool boc..rd. Tho ventilo.tion· is ~doquo.te. and the lighting is fair~ 
The room hus good acco1nmodutions for usors, but the superintendent of eduoa• 
tion states thnt ndditiono.l office equipment is nooded. 

School T!."1.1ste;os: Tlfie school trustees meet· in t}?.eir homE;)s, in the school 
build·r·rg~--r- ··5·_-~- --~~Ft--·-:_:~J~·.1 •Jll,S di Ht:"' :i..cts, o. nd in the offioc. of. the superintendent of' 

d . • . ' 1 ~ - . d . 0 
.. • ·, • ..,i_ f th d f th 0 UCO.t'.i.Q'.'_.:..r i,-~[ -c .. ~•.: :-~ous:,.l"s~ -.._"',r:!._'.f'C;D an 0.000~~1.0·:._1.,.y O . 0 recor S O e 

school t:cus-t•.;es J :1t:'.'1 8J~h.;T' L.:t,.;:-10.~nt of- Eduoe.:;j_?:-C.1., above 
.......... •'I.&•.·- ............... -Jtllllll-. • ....... . -·- ......... 

Ce:t~.:rr:::i- 1~ ... _fr:00!. Bor;i:r--d, Th.a c aunty school boo.:~d meets in the office of the. 
supcri'n:S·iiaent' ... o.r' .. ouuc·ation o.nd in the homos of its members. For the housing·, 
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care, and accessibility of the reoords of the school board, see Superintendent 
of !lduoation,. above. -

Heal th Offioor: The off'ioe: of ·:the hoo.l th officer is mo.into.inod in the 
Tylortown Hos'pi to.I. This offioial is a. practicing p;:ysioian. The records are 
kept in his offico in the hospital., Bound records of the reports of the r0gis
tro.r of births and deaths are also :_kopt in this offioe. Acoommoda.tions for the 
health officer and for tho public ~te good. 

Registrar of Births o.nd Deo.ths: The registrc.r of births and deaths ha.s 
an offioo located in his home. Fo~ the housing, oaro, nnd accessibility of 
tho records of this official, soe Health Officer, above. 

:t:ension Boo.rd of Insuir~: Th.e pension boo.rd of inquiry holds its mootings 
in the off!oe of thec!erg of the oho.noery court who is its clerk. For the 
housing,· co.re, and accessibility of the rooords of this tcard, see Clerk of 
the Oho.noery Court, o.bove. -----

Cor,onor o.s Ro.~ger :. No records for the office of ooroner a.s ro.nger were 
f'ound in Wo.ltoolI county • 

. 
Survoyort The of'fioo of survoyor is not filled by o. regularly oleotod 

inoumbdnt nt this time. For the housing~ oare,, end nooossibility of the rec• 
ords of former surveyors, soo Clerk of the Chancery Court, ~bove. _.....,._ - ---- ---....-- .,... __ 

Coun$l Extension De~nrtment in Agrioulturo and Home Economics~ The ooun~ 
ty extension aep~rtment in a-grioulture 

1

and homo ooonomios has its offices on . 
the second· floor of the· courthouso. · 

The office of the.county agricultural agent is situated in the northwest 
cornor of the second floor. Tho records of this office o.re stored in steel 
file boxes, 11¼" x 12½" x 25. There. is very little room for more records or 
for public user&. 

Attio Storerooma The attic storeroom is situnted in the northern pnrt of 
tho top floor of the courthouse. The walls are pninted white; the room is 
lighted by one drop light; nnd there is ono door with no other ventilation. The 
rooords of vo.rious officers c .. ro stored hereJ Approximately 75 percont of the.: 
assessor's records; 50 porcent of the true collector's rooords: 33 1/3 percent··
of the board of supervisor's records. 25 percent of the county o.gent•s records;. 
and ono poroent of the records of superintendent or education. Records e..re 
piled on the floor with no ~helving: Approximntely 15 lineo.r feet of bound 
records nnd fije linear foot of unbound records in pnsteboard boxes. 
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4. ABBREVIATIONS, SYMBOIS 1 AND EXPLANATORY NorES 

• • • • • • 
• • • • • • 
• • • • • • 
• • • • • • 
• • • • • • 
• • • • • • 
• • • • • • 
• • • • • • 
• • • • • • 
• • • • • • 
• • • • • • 
• • • • • • . . ·• . . . 
• • • • • • 
• • • • • • 
• • • • • • 
• • • • • • 
• • • • • • 
• • • • • • 

• • • • • •• Agricultural Adjustment Administration 
...• 1 • . alphabetical, alphabetically 
••••• •~•. approximate, approximately 
• • • . • . . • . • arranged, arrangement 
••••••••••••• article, articles 

• • • • • 
• • • • • 
• • • • • 
• • • • • 
• • • • • • • • • • • ,. • • • • • • • • • • • average 
• • 
• • 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • confer (comps.re) 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • · chancery o lerk 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ohronologioally 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • c ir.oui t o lerk 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • con1piler 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • oouttroom 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • Constitution 
• • • • • • • • • • c • • • • • • • • • • • • editor 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • Extraordinary Session 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ha.ndwr it ten 
• • • ~ ••••••••••••••••••• heading 
• • 1 • • • • • • • • • • • ibidem (in the same place) 
• • 

• • • • • • • • 
• • • • • • , • • • • • •••••••• inclusive 
••••••••••••••• Laws of Mississippi 
••••••••••••••••••• l4ississippi • • 

• • 
• • 
• • 
• • 
• • 
• • 
• • 
• • 
• • 
• • 
• • 
• • 
• • 
• • 
• • 
• • 
• • 
• • 
• • 
• • 
• • 

• • • • • • 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • no date 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • number• numbers 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • numbr. ica i ly 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • office 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • opere oitato (in too work ci~ed) 
• • • • • • . • • . . . • . . • • . • • • • • • • page, pages 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • .. • • • • • • • • • • • • • printed 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • Reports 
• • • • • • • ••••••••••••••• section, sections 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • sheriff 
• • • • 
• • • • 
• • • • 
• • • • 
• • • • 
• • • • 
• • • • 
• • • • 
• • • • 
• • • • 
• • • • 

• • • ••••••••••••••• South~rn·Reporter 
• • • •••••••• United States Statutes at Large 
• • • ••••••••••••••••••• storeroom 
• • 
• • 

• ••••••••• suporintendcnt8r educatiog 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • volume• volum.os 

• • • ••••••••••••••••• United States 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • vault 
• • . . . . . ·• . . • • • Work Projects Administration 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • current, or to date 
• • • • • • • • • • 
• • • • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • • • • foot, feet 
•••••••••• inch. inches 

Volume, file box, and mo.p dimensions are given in inches. 

Citations to tho acts of the 1.Dgislature of Mississippi refer to tho year 
of the acts and'_;to the pa.go or po.gos of the published volume in which the ~cts 
appear. 

The inventory is divided into an historical sketch; u short essay on the 
govornmentnl organization and records sy.stom; ~n essay on the housing, co.re, 
and accessibility of the records which pictures the conditions under which 
reoords nro preserved; this section dovoted to abbrevi~tions, symbols. and 
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oxplanutory notes; follovvcd by tho invan~ory proper~ arrnngod by officos e.:nd·· 
bureaus. Logislntive and ndministro.tivo :offices nro listod first, followed 
by r~cording, judicinl, la,v 0nforoomcnt, fiscn.l, nnd misccllnneou~ o.goncios. 
Ea.ch offi:ic:.o or agency is troa.tod by o.n ossc~y which is limiiicd to the cr6ntion 
of tho offio~. its present sto.tus, the ma.nnor in whiarr it is filled, and tho 
torm of office.¼. ·· Xho record -.titles o.rc o.rro.ngod ·undor tho office of origin 
or of fina.l destination o.nd by subject, t·o indica.to insofar o.s possiblo, th0 
records system of tho ·-~rice. For instf.\.nco, tho records of the clork of the 
bonrd of suporv·isors o. s o.udi tor arc group~d in tho order of sou.recs nnd ro
coipts of county funds, claims ago.inst those funds, pnymonts of clnims, nnd 
tho lodgor record of all ·cl"q.nouotions, a.nd urc plc .. cod undor tho &_oncro.l sub
ject hon.dings of' "Co.sh Rocoipts," "Clni-cns," 11Disbursomonts, u and "Lodgers. 11 

Tho descriptions of the rocords, referred to in this inventory c.s ontriosJ 
ar0 numborod consocutivoly frrnn l to 158, and nro composed of two pnrts, tho 
title-lino p~rngraph nnd tho body-of-entry pa.rugrnph. Howovor, u third pnrn
gruph is often nddod for tho purpose of mnking cross rofcroncos. Although a 
oondonsod fonn of entry. is used, information is givon o.s to tho limiting dates 
of a.11 extant r-ocords, tho contents of the individual sorios, und Jcho loco.tion 
of tho rooords, 

Tho title-lino pr.ro.gra.ph is rondo up of tho entry number; tho ti tlo of tho 
record; tho first o.nd lo.st da:tos of tho period covorod by the record;· tho -quan
tity; tho lnbeiing; infonnntion ns to missing or discontinued rcccrds, when 
missing; vo.rint:ions in tho titlo; nnd cross roforenoes. 

Titles a.ro given in capital letters exactly ns found on the records in 
tho county a.rchiv0s. Titles a.ro a.ssignod to rocords hnvins 110 titles a.nd are 
given in cnpitnl lottors onclosod in brnckots (soc ontrios 9, 10, 39, 131). 
Titles a.re o.lso o. ssigned in ordor to ox.plain and cla.rify records ha:vin[; titles 
which nro misloo.ding, incorrect, or not dosoriptivo. Thoso assigned titles 
nro givon with initial cnpi~~ls only, arc enclosed in brackets, and aro insert
ed us pnrt of the exuct but ambiguous titlo {seo entries 4, 5, 6~ 15). 

Continuous records o.re sho,vn by a. hyphon plo.cod botwocn the boginnin~ and 
closinr; do. tos., n s 1837-1914, ~n entry 5. Lo.psos in tho· records uro indica.tcd 
by n comma plo.corl between tho groups of' inclusive dntos, ns 1914-32, · 1939--, ._ ... _, 
in entry 108• Current do.tos o.ro indieutod by t"\vo hyphons, ns 1914--, entry l, 
and 1936--, entry 4. 

Missing rooords uro indica.tod by showing tho do.tos of tho rocords ·which_::. 
c..ro prosont. 7fllc ro no comn1cnt is mndc en tho ubscnoc of prior, intervening, .
or subsequent records, no definite informution could be cbtninod ns to why tho 
records a.re n1issLnr;. The roa.son for the discontinunncc of o. record is 6 ivon 

1. For ·more dotc .. ilod cssa~rs thut shovi tho legal ste.tus of offices or c..gcnoios 
of county 60-v-crnmcnt and their structuro.l a.nd functional dovoloprr~ont front 
1890 to 1938, sec The Eistorica.l Records Survey, Invcn·tory of' the Coun~l. 
Archj_vo s of ·1~ississin:)i, No. 37, Lo..mnr County, J~ckson, •1939{hcroo.fter · 
cited as r:-i"m.a.r C_o_un·'.::;: Inv-Ollto'rv) • 
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if the rea&~n could be obtained (se~ entries 75~ 103). Vi.here no statement is 
rnade that the record was discontinued at the last date shown in the entry, it 
could not be det~rm.ined·definitely :that E:uoh \¥as the case. 

The body-of-entry parar_;raph s~ts out the purpose of keepin;.-, the record 
and ~~ives a description cf its contents. It further cives statelr:.ents as to 
hovt the record is arran::;ed., ~~t i~., num.:;rically, alphabetioally, or chroru>-' 
lor;ical];:/; and as to hovv it is ir..a.exed, if it is. The manner of recordiit£; is 
r:i~en as handwritten~ hand~1ritten ~ p~inted form or headin;:;; tr;:-,ed, "bJped on 
9~1:r_ited fo1:°' or hea.di1:-s; ~it!eo~;raph_cd; litho~raphed; or photostated. The con
d1 t1cn of the record is given if the co1'<J.ition is not "Ood and when no statement 
is ni .. ade as to tho condition, it is to bo a'il.~umed that the condition is good. 
The avora;e number of pat-0s and size of cor.ta1n~r of the records are cj.-ted next, 
followed b? a statement as to whore the record is located if it is---riot kept in 
the offico of' the agency undor Ylhich it is liated in tho inve3ntory·. 

To show the relation of the various rocords to 0ach other and to complote 
a series of rocords, throo typos 0£ cross refer~ncas are used; the subject 
headin~.~ cross roferenco, tho title-lino c.nd bod~;---of-entr~.r cross reference, and 
the third-par~~raph cross roferonco. 

Tho cross rcforcu1co pla.cod under subject hEJadin.;s shows that tho roccrds 
rof0rrod to deal v1ith tho same sub,~oct althouzh the~,. aro placed un.-dor a diffor
ont head inr) of the san10 office or in another office ( sec the subj,-ect ho&.din~ 
"Real Property, 11

· P• 47). 

Tho titlu-lino cross roforcncc is used to into~rate scattorod ~arts of a 
record sor ics ( so·.:: ontrio.s 9 ~ 10., 11., 42~ 61, 62.. 79). This style of cross. 
rofcronco is also usod to sc;~ro~ato lo;;icall~r different typos of records wh~ch 
ha1?pen to havo bocn rocorded in tho same book or kept in the same series of: ·:·~ 
file boxes ( so 1.J on tries 7 • 77 ~ 96). Tho ontr~:- containin::; tho ti tlo-1 ino .. 
rcferenco is often .. an artifioia.l entry, the title of 1.llfhich is enclosed in brac¾z-
ets ( so.: cntri0s S., 10, 107). Tho ti-tle-lino oros~ reference is a.lv{ays ··, 
comple:::.ontod b~;-- the reference "Also contains~" plo.ocd in tho body-of-entry 
po.rarraiJh of tho entrv referred to. - ..... , ~ . 

Th~.rd paracraph cross rofercncos uro utilized to shO"w tho r0l~ticn be"b11ecn 
olosel:· connected records as, for cxm~plo, tho record of tho proco0din:s of the 
sra.nd jury, the ori:,inal inq.ictmonts returned b~ ... tho grand jury, and tho record 
of returned indictmonts (~ee ontrios 91, 96. 106). 
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I. BOWID OF SUPERVISORS 

The board of $Uparvisors was established as the genoral local euthority 
of -vvalthall County by the creating acts of 1910 and 1912, under the provision 
of the Constitution of 1890,1 The first members were appointed by the Gov
ernor, April 16, 1910, but the offices were not filled until the county was 
declared orgnnizad in 1914~ The board has functioned continously in the coun
ty since that time. 

The board is composed of five members, one from each supervisor's beat 
or district into which the county is divid~d.3 The Legislature, given con
stitutional power to determine the manner in which the supervisors should be 
chosen, directed that the qualified electors of each boat elect, in and from 
their boat, one membor to the board for a four-year term at the goneral elec
tions for State, district, county, and county-district officerso4 The clerk 
of tho chancery court is tho ex officio cl~rk of the bo~rd of supervisorsJ5 
and the sheriff is its executive of'ficor ahd must attend all its meetings in 
person or by deputy.6 · 

For the general structural and functional dovolopment of the bonrd of 
supervisors nnd of tho office or clerk of the chancery court as clerk of the 
board or supervisors, soe Lnmar 9.9.u_nty Inventory~ PP• 41-70c 

Unless otherwise specified, tho records of the board of supervisors are 
kept in the office or vault or the clork of the chancory court, who ns clerk 
of the board is the ex officio auditor. The financial records or tho board 
ha.ve boon placed arbitrarily under "Clerk of the Boo.rd of Supervisors ns 
i\.uditorJ" P• 88. 

Proooodings 
(See also entry 50-i) 

lo MINUTES BOl;RD OF SUPERVISORS, 1914--. 7 vols. (1•7). ·Title varies: 
Minutes Supervisors Court, 1914-21, 1 vol. 

Record of the proceedings of regular and special- meetings of the board of su
p~rvisors, showing dute and term or meeting, names of membors present, names 
of members e .. bsont, regulations,. orders, rosolutions, motions, und action taken 
on· all matters pertaining to the organization of th-: :,01.~.ty_f roo.ds, bridges, 
improvements,. public buildlngs, schools, public hoC'.lt}:J o.g)!iculturo.l extension 
work, nllowing of fo0s, salaries, othor claims, accounts, and domrtnds against 

----------------·--
1. Const. 1890, sec, 168; Lo M~ 1910, P• 278; L. M. 1912, PP• 415-422~ 
2. L. M. 1914, p. 483; Code 1917, soc. 3900; Code 1930, soc. 3961; see 

also "Historical Sketch," P• 7 .. 
3. Const. 1890, soc. 170; Code 1906, soc. 291; Code 1917, soc. 3663; 

1. Mo 1920, P• 429; Codo 1930, sec. 195c 
4. Const. 1890, soc. 138; Code 1906, sec. 291; Code 1917, secs. 2794, 

3663, 6774; L. M. 1920, p. 429; Code 1930, socs. 195, 2881, 6210. 
5. Const. 1890, soc. 170j Code 1906, soc. 529; Codo 1917, soo. 286; 

Code 1930, sec. 348c For the method of selecting the clerk or the 
chancery court, the term of office, and the presont status of the 
office, sec 11 Chn.ncory Court," P• 56. 

6. Code 1906, see. 302; Coda 1917, soc. 3675; Code 1930, sec. 208. 
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,J..'!..c co,,YI.,__ ~ct.:t1· ~nod t'\Y'l"-'"ll'IOl ,...nd ~---cc~,...,1- t~v , ,...,,r; ~~ ; nc-u;,-,- c-r1 cc11 Y'lt'o;l" ,..,._..,d 
I-,.... "' .... "'.i , !'." .:. ..... . ~ 1,4,1....;.."'4C-.• "-'• .:) .ti .:.~ . -·4 ...... w --- ... , --~ ~ ... ..... .. 'J ~ ... 

ccun·~/-district bends, borr·civinL of i':,onc:, .. , sp~cio.l clocticns. do?inin£·J of 
supervisors' districts, of election districts, and of justice of tho peace 
districts, logal publications, gro.n.ting of relief, selecting nnd listing of 
pcFsons eligible to servo on grund ~nd po~it juries, appointing of officers, 
of roo.d ovorso .. rs until 1931, und of special committees, reports of officors, 
doposi torios, und of special cor=1.mi tto::s, pids submi ttod, 0.111/0.rdinr; of contro.ots 
for public "'Nork and for furnishing sup:?lips and equipment, fixing of contro.c
tors' porformnnco bonds, equalizing, reducing, or increasing ~ssossmonts, fix
ing of ponr.l tics of bonds of specified officers., cstc.blishing }--J.unting a.nd fish
ing rcgulutions nnd of regulctions for working convicts on county roads., lens
ing of sixtc .. ;nth section school lo.nds., lending of sixtoonth soction school funds. 
fi~ing of nn~unl budgets, und exempting new enterprises nnd homesteads from 
county c.d vrilorom ta.xcs. All allovro.nccs show clJrl:'s notntion of claim number 
in Doc]r.ot of Clo.ims, entry 112. Signed by president of the boa.rd. Arr. ohron. 
by da. to of mo.Jting. lJo index. 1 v-ol • ., 1914-21, hd,v. under ptd. hdg.; 6 vols., 
1£122--, typod under ptd. hdg. GOO PP• 18 x 14 x 3. ·· 

2. PROC.2;ZDIHGS OF T:IE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS, 15;14--. 87 file boxes. 
Administr~tivo und finnnciul pnpcrs of the bonrd of supervisors, of the clor~ 
of tho board, and of the clerk of tho board us auditor, including originnl 
bonds of county officers., reports of spccio.l oomr0.ittc·~s., of olocticn con1mis
sion:Jrs., of commissioners of sopr .. rr~tc ro~d districts, of members of the boo.rd, 
of roe.d overseers~ of convict co.mp suporintcndonts, of comr.:.on c&.rricrs, of' 
county officers, of justices of' tho I)CQ.cc, of do,pa.rtmonts a.nd depositories, 
clo.iir..s., c .. ccounts c~nd dome:.nds a.go.inst the county, n10.ps, plans, spcoifico.tions, 
o.nd bids for furnishing supplios r~nd equipment, poti tions for o.nd ego.inst bond 
issues, to lc.y out or cha.ngo ror!,.ds, to change school districts, for po.upor re
lief, to cha.ngo c.ssossm.onts, to ca.11 spocinl elections., for now sch0ol districts, 
npplico.tions for exemption of homesteads from county r.~nd from count-y- c.nd stuto. 
ltd vo.lorom. tnxcs, o.nd for loa.ns fror.1 sixtconth soc ti on school funds, lenses of.:· 
sixteenth soction school lt\nds for oil, g;;_s c.nd 1ni110rnl dovolopmont., a.nnuc..l 
budgets, jury lists, hunting o.nd fishing rcgulntions, rogulc .. tions for 1vori:ing 
convicts 011 county roa.ds, orders to ·tho coun°t'J boa.rd of cloction commissioners: 
to ca.11 spocinl oloctions and other 1no.ttcrs v\Tithi11 tho jurisdicticn of tho 
board. Also cont~ins: Justico cf tho Pence Reports, 1914-32, 1938-- 1 entry 108: 
Circuit Clork 's Reports., 1914-32, 193S-- 1 ontr~~ 109; r .. nd Ciroui t Court Allowo.nocs, 
1937--, ontrv 123. Arr-. chron. b:v· do.to instrument filed. i:Jo i::id0x. Hdw. o.nd 

~ ~ 

typed c.nd typed on ptd. fonn. l~~? x 5 x 15. 

Sixteenth Section Schoel Land Administrc.tion ----- ---- -·-- -- ----·---
~ 

,.) . ABSTRACTS OF TITLE FOR SD:TE .. W'l:F-I SZCTION LO.ANS, 1914-38. 1 filo box. 
Abstracts of ti tlc to lc .. nd plodgod us sccu.rity for fivc-:.:-cnr ·first mortgc .. Go 
lonns mndu frmn s ixto:lnth sccticn schcol funds, sho1ving ovidonco of over.{ deed, 
lonsc, d,:;.:.:d of trust., mortgo.zc, vrill, tc.x usscsmnont., tnx lien., judG·1r.ont lion, 
lis pondons 11.otico, court procoodinrs, nnd other instruments role.ting to tho ·:.. 
dovolutic-·n c-.f title., includinr dr .. to, names of grc.ntors, gre .. ntoo, bcnoficiurios~· 
trustcus., substituted trustees, purc}:c.s0rs c.t tnx sales, plt-i~:.tif~fs D.21d dofcnd
o.nts und other pnrtios iri. intorcst,-· kir..<l of .. oonveyuncc,. ·: du5;0 o.ok.-novrlcdged, vol
ume nnd page of record, legnl description of lnnd showing soctian, tovmship and 
rnne;o., stc..tor11onts of conditions nnd li1riito.ti~ns., final decrees and .jude;ments, 
dc..tos c.:nd oxo.ct tirr~o filed a.nd rcccrdcd, itomizutir'ns of filing a.nd recording·. 
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Board of Supervisors - Proceedings (4) 

fees and of.~state and county taxes, costs, and damages, certifications of 
clerk, and opinions of abstractors as to validity of title. No obvious arr. 
No. index. Typed on ptd. form. lOt,x 5 x 15. 

Tax Exemptions (See also entries 11 Z). 

4. HOMESTEA.D EXEMPTIONS ffi:'pplicationy', 1936--. 14 vols. (labeled by 
Supervisors• Districts, 1, 2~ 31 4, 5). 

Original approved applications for the exemption of homesteads from state and 
county ad valorem taxes, filed with the tax assessor and delivered by the as
sessor to the board of supervisors f:or its adjudication, showing name, address, 
and color of property owner claiming:: exemption, legal description of property, 
narre of taxing district ir;i which situated, property owner's evaluation, year 
for vhich taxes due, onth of claim.ant, stamp of approval, date exempted, and 
volume and page in Minutes Board of ~upervisors (entry l) of order of board 
approving oxemption. Arr. ntt.iner. by;·beat nos. and ohron. thereunder by date 
application approved. No index. HdW• and typed on ptd. form. 400 PP• 16 
X 10 X 2 • ''. 
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II. CLERK OF Tr~ CEAN'CERY COURT AS RECORDER 

' 
Tho clerk of tho ohnnccry court-~~- the principnl reoording officer of 

Wnlthnll County. Tho office of recorder docs not exist ~s such in Missis
sippi county government, but constitutionc.l and stctutory lc~T provide thut 
ccrtnin rocord~ must be r0cordod nnd prosorvcd by tho clcrk.l 

Tho c•fficc cf clerk of tho oho.ncory court was established in Yfnl the.I~. 

(5-7) 

County by tho cror:1.ting c.cts of 1910 o.nd 1912, under the provision of tho 0on
sti tut ion or 1890, c.nd ho.s functi:)nod in tho c cunty s i~co its orgo.nizc. tion in 
1914. 2 For tho gcnornl structure.! c.nd functionnl davelop1:1ont of this office, 
soo Lnmnr Coun:t?x: Inventory:,, PP• 76-80. 

Tho records of tho clerk of tho ch~nccry court us rocordcr urc locntod 
in <tho cha.nccry court vo.ul t, u11lcsf, otho:nvisc specified. 

Roo.l Property 
(Seo also entries 3, 4., lf, 37., 38, 44) 

Lr .. nd Dcods 

5. CONVEYANCE RECORD /Tro.nscribod fr01n Pike o.ncl Marion Countlos7, 1837-
1914. 16 vols. (2-:-11). -

Trc.nscriptic,n of rocordod copies of \\Ti tton instruments convoying ror..l o-str~to 
in tho portions of Pike nnd 1'Io.rio2~ Coun-tios from \Vhich \Vo.l thc.11 County ,Na.s 
orgo.nizcd, including ,·mrro.nty deeds, spooia.l 1vc.rranty deods, quit clnim doods, 
trustoo,1·s deeds, substi tutod trustco' s dcods, ta.x deeds, leases, oa.somonts., 
devises~ gifts, United States land pntonts, stnto lt1.nd pntonts, povrcrs r,f at
torney, sho1ving kind cf instrument, 11.0.1nos of gro.ntor o.nd gro.11too., and othor 
parties in interest, legal -description of propcr~j, consideration, dntos oxo
outcd a.nd c.ok1101vlcdg0d, sig110.turc nnd o.cknovtlodgm.ont ef gro.ntors., dntos a.nd 
exact tnao filed for recording und recorded, itc~1iz~tic~ of recording foes., 
ccrtificn tion of clerk. Arr. chron. by d~tc filed for rocordi:1g, . For c.lphn
bctico.1 diroot n.nd rcvorso indox1 soc entry 6; for sootiono.l index tc lo.nds, 
sec ontry 26; for index to lot l!umbors, soc on try 27. Hdv1. and -b.J?Cd 0::.1. ptd. 
form. 600 PP• 18 x 12 x 3. 

6. I:t.l'T>EX·~ TO CC1tVEYANCES /Transcribed from Pike n~1d 1!0.ri011 Countios7. 
·1837-1914. 2 vols. ( 2-;- 3). -

Alphnboticnl direct und reverse in1cx to Conveyance Record /Tra~scribod from 
Pi!{c c.11d l:c .. rion Counties7 ( ontry 5) 1 shci-:ring nn:mos of gro.ntor n.11d gro.ntoc, 
kin~ t'f instrument, voltL"llO o.nd po.go of record. Arr. c..lph. by first lottor of 
sumo.mo of grc.ntor c.nd grP..ntco on a.l tern.a.to po.gos. Hdvr. on ptd. form. 600 
PP• 18 x 12 x 3. 

7, DEED OF CONVEYANCE RECORD~ 1914--. 26 vols. (1, 2J 18-41). 
Ro corded copios r f v-rri tt0n instrumo~1ts conveying rec.1 propcrt~r nnd rights, 

-----------------------------------
I. For o. summn.rizo..ticn cf' those provisi·· :ns, SO·J Lnmc..r County I!1vontory, PP• 

76-'lCJo 
2. Const. 1890., sec. 168; L, K. 1910~ P• 278; L. ~. 1912, PP• 145-422; L. M. 

1914, P• 483. For tho mothDd of selecting tho clcr}:, tho torm cf office., 
n.nd tho present stc..tu.s of tho cfficc, sec "Chnnccry Court," P• 56. 
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Clerk of the Chancery Court as Recordel' -
Real Property 

(8-11) 

interests, and easements therein, including warranty deeds, special warranty 
deeds, quit claim deeds, tax deeds, trustee's deeds, commi&sioner•s deeds, 
leases, devises, gifts, United States land patents, state, land patents, pow
ers of attorney, showing kind of instrument, names of grantor and grantee, 
and other parties in interest, legal description of property, statement of 
conditions, dates executed and acknCJV1rledged, signature and acknowledgment of 
parties to instrument, certification of official taking acknowledgment, dates 
and exact ·time filed for recording and recorded, itemization of' recording 
fees, certification of clerk. Also contain: /Jil, Gas, and Mineral Lease 
Recorg, 1914--, entry 9; and ffeineral Deed and Royalty Transfer Recorg, , 
1939--, entry 10. Arr. chron •. by date filed for recordingo For separate in
dex, seo entry 8; for sectional index, see entry 26. 1 vol., 1914-15, hdw.; 
25 vols., 1915--, hdw. and typed on ptd. form. Av. 600 PP• -18 x 12 x 3. 

8. GENERAL INDEX TO CONVEYANCES, DIRECT AND REVERSE, 1914--. 2 vols. 
(1, 2). 

Alphabetical direct and reverse index to Deed of Conveyance Record (entry 7), 
showing names of granter and grantee, kind of instrument, dates and ·exact 
time filed for recording and recorded, and volume and page or record. Arr. 
alph. by first lotter or surname of grantor and grantee on alternate pp. Hdw. 
on ptd. form. 700 PP• 18 x 12 x 3. 

9 • .. /_oIL, GAS, AND MINERAL LEA.SE RECORE7', 1914-- in Deed of Conveyance 
Record, entry 7. 

Recorded copies of leases conveying oil, gas and mineral rights in land, shew
ing kind of instrument, names of granter and grantee or lessor and lessee, arid 
other parties in interest, ·legal description of land, description of right or 
interest conveyod, statement of conditions, consideration, duration of lease, 
acknowledgments or proofs of parties to instrument, dates executed o.nd acknowl
edged, date and exact time filed for recording, date recorded, itemizations of , 
recording fees, and certification of clerk. 

10 o f_MiNERAL DEED A.ND ROYALTY TRA.NSFER· RECORQ?, 1939-- _in Deed of Convey-
ance Record, entry 7. 

Recorded copies of minoral deeds and royalty transfers conveying mineral in
terests in land, showing names of gruntor ~nd grantee, and other parties in~ 
interest, legal description of land, description of interest conveyed, con
sideration, dates executed and acknowledged, signature and acknowledgment or_ .. 
po.rtios to instrument, dates and exo.ot time filed for recording a.nd recorded·; 
itemization of recording fees, and certificution of clerk. 

Tax Liens 

11. Ll;.ND ASSMENT ROLL, 1914--. 14 vols. {dated). 
Original copies of land nssessmont rolls for state and county taxes leviod o~
real estate, showing name of county, number of supervisors' district, assess~ 
ment nu.rr.1Jcr, n~ber .. and yon.rs of -tax roceipt, no.me of owner, legal doscripti~~ 
of lane. or division of s0ction.~ biock nu.rnbor, secti0n, township, rungo, grand 
total va 1 n~tion, school nnd roe.cl districts; value.ti an of leases, rosorvn.tioni', 
or other ~.n-:~crcsts owned ~epa:(atoJ.y from surface 0-,J':1.o~·ship; numbor of ac::r9s of 
cultiv£;.tL:)J.e lands ~nd valuation excluding buildin@.S and impr0'1."re:n1c::~.ts; valua
tion of ·oui:din6s and improv0:t:;--:1-t."1 on country lano.s, r-umber of ec~es 01' tim-··.
bered 1anc1s, vo.luation excluding; timber C1.l'l.d ;-rn:'~0·:··::-1-:~--:.ts, ~,~nhf.·r r:-~ thousc.nd 
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foet boo.rd mac.sure cf timber, va.luo.tion of timber; number of a.cre·s of unculti
vo.blo la.nds, valuution excluding buildinr..s c_nd imprcvcmon.ts 0.11d timb0r; tota.l 
number of a.eras cf cou:ntry lands tc.xo..blo; vn.lu.c..tion of rea.1 csto.to c.nd r,f 
buildings n.nd improvements in cities, tovms. nnd ville.gos, number of o.cros of 
school larrd not tnxnblc, number of ucros cf u. S. govcrrnnont lends, nmnb0r cf 
c.cres of stc.to lnnd; and colloctor' s crcdi t foi: uncollected a.ssossmonts. Since 
1934, ·tho rolls hc.vo included homcstcnd oxomption, shovving nu1nbor c-,f homostca.ds, 
number of a.cros of cul tivu to.blc n nd uncul ti Ya.to.bl a lo.nds., vc~luo 1:'f lnnd exempt
ed, vn.luo of buildings ::,nd improvon1011i;s oxcmptod., nnd toto.l number of r~cros of 
exam.pt lo.nd._ Arr. numcr. b~l suporYisors' district. Ft::r sopa.rc.to indox, soo 
entry 12. IIdv1. on ptd. form. 250 PP• 17 x 22 x 1½. 

12. INDEX TO LA.ND ROLLS, 1914--. 16 vols. 
Index to Lo.nd Asscssmont Rc:11 (entry 11), shovri11g no.me rf tc.xpr.tyer., o.ddross, 
color, nsscssmont number, tax rocoipt number, volumo c~nd pc..go of record, and 
stc.tus of pr..ymcnt of ta.xos. Arr. c1.lph, by first lotter cf surno.mo c,f tnxpo.y
cr. Hdvv. on ptd. fom. 200 PP• 18 x 12 x lo 10 vols., 1914-24. 1927-31, 
courthouso attic; 5 vols., 1925-26, 1932-37, ch. clork's vc..; 1 vol., 193811!'-, 
sh's off. 

13. ASSESSt~ErJT ROLL, PUBLIC SERVICE CORPORb.TION, 1927--. 12 vols. 
Cort:i.fiod c opios of rolls of a.sscssmonts of roal and porso11n.l property 01,rnod 
by public service corpor~tions opcrntinG in and through Walthall County com
puted by State R~ilroad Assossor., oquuliz~d and approved by the Stnto Tax Com
misnio11, r.nd sont to clerk cf tho boo.rd for inclusion in county tax rolls., 
shov-:-i116 :ti..c.mo of corp ore. tiC'n, dom'ic ilo, lcgnl description of tc .. xnblc property, 
vo.lua.tian., assossod vo.luo., tnxing districts, r..nd cortifico.tic,n of Sto.to To.x 
Comr!lission, de.. to filed, a.nd cortifico.tion~ of clerk. Arr. o.lph. by nc~m_c of 
school or roQ.d district. }Jo i:n.dox. Typed en ptd. fc:nn. 50 PP• 18 x 15 x { ... 

14. INDEX. TO FEDERAL LIEIJ TiiX. MOTICES 11.ND CETTIFICl;,,TES OF DISC1IARGE, 
1928--. 1 vol. (1). La.st entry Jnnuc..ry 8, 1931. . · 

Indox /;ogistcr7 to notices ~:f lions for intcrno.l revenue to.xcs pn.ynblc to the 
Unitod-Stn·tos "ind ccrtificc~t0s 1.;f notico.:of dischc.rgo., shov"ring nc .. mo• of to.xpn.y
cr., o.ddross of tr .. xpo.ycr, ·t!' .. X collectc,r' s soria.1 number cf notice., do.to r...nd 
oxa.ct tir.10 f ilod for re:cc-rding 0.11d rccc-rdcd, c.mount of tnx, pono.l ty c.ssosscd, 
do.to o.nd oxuct time ccrtificc.tc of discharge filed for recording a.nd rocordod. 
Arr. o.lph. by first lotter of suitne.t10 of tnxpc.yor. EdY.r. on ptd. for.:~. 400 PP• 
18 X 12 X 21. 

Mortga.6cs 0.11c. Deeds of Trust on Land - ..... -- --- - --- ........ ---------
15. TRUST DE..D RECORD, Lli.ND /Tro.nscribcd frC'm Pike County?, 1883-1914. 

5 \i,.O 1 S • ( 4-8) • - -
Tr~nscription cf recorded copies of ~Tittcn instruments convoying ronl ostato 
1883-1914 in the portion of Pike County from ,vhich -at.1 thc..11 County vta.s crgnn
izcd, including mortgegos and deeds of trust on lnnd, powers of ~ttornoy, re
loo.sos., r..nd cr .. ncola.ticns, sh8·w·ing kind of' instrument., nr .. r,10s of gra.ntor~ r;rn.n
toc, bonoficio.ry, trustee:, subEtitutod trustee,. nnd ether parties in interest, 
logo.l description c•f property., statcmon:hs cf condition, rntcs ("}f interest, con
sic.orr.ti'.':'n, do. tos executed o..nd acknovirlcdgcd, sig~ turcs c.nd n.cknovtlodgmonts cf 
parties to instrument, dates c.rid oxc1.ct tii::o filed for recording r~1~d roccrdcd, 
c0rtificnticn cf-clerk, r..nd vc1UL710 c.nd po.go of record in Pike Ccuni;\J• Arr. 
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chron. by date filed for recording, For separate index, see entry 16; for 
sectional index, see entry 26. Hd1!• e.nd hdw. and typed on ptd. form. 600 
PP• 18 x 12 x 3. 

16. GENERl\.L INDEX TO MORTGAGE$ AND DEEDS OF TRUST L_Transcribed from Pike 
Counti71 1883-1914. 1 voi. (2). 

Alphabetic~l direct and reverse inqex to Trust Deed Record, Lands L_Transoribed 
from Pike CountiJ (entry 15), show\ng names of grantor, grantee, trustee or 
substituted trustee, and beneficiafy, kind of instrument. dntes and exact time 
filed for recording and recorded, disposition of instrumsnt, date and by whom 
satisfied, canceled, released, or ~oreclosod, and volume and po.ge of record. 
Arr. alph. by first letter of surn~me of granter and grantee. Hdw. on ptde 
form. 600 PP• 18 x 12 x 3. 

17. LAND DEED OF TRUST RECORD, 1914--. 28 vols. (1•3, 9•33). Title 
varies: Federal Farm Loan Record, 1918--. 4 vols. 

Recorded copies of written instruments mortgaging land, including mortgages 
and doeds of trust, powers of attorney, assignments of· mortgages and deeds of 
trust, satisfactions, cancelations, releases, appointments of substituted trus
toos, and showing names of grantor, boneficiary and trustee, kind of instru
ment, terms and conditions, logal description of property, rate of intorast, 
amount of annual installments, date or maturity, dates executed and acknowl• 
edged, acknowlodgmont of grantor, cortification of official taking ncknowl
edgmont, dates and by whom satisfied, released, o~nceled, assigned or fore- ; 
closed, date and oxact time filed for recording, date recorded, itemiz&tion .. 
of recording fees, certification of clerk • .h.rr. ohron. by dnte filed for re~ 
cording. For separate index, see entry 18. Hdw. and typed on ptd. form and 
under ptd. hdg. 1.\.v. 600 pp. 18 x 12· x 3. · ··· . .. 

18. GENERi1L INDEX TO MORTGil.GES b.ND DEED OF TRUST ON LJ.\.MD, DIRECT AND RE
VERSE, 1914--. 3 vols. (-1, 3, 4). 

Alpho.betic~l direct und r0v0rse indox to Land Deed of Trust Record (entry 17), 
showing names of grc.ntor, grantee, trustee or substituted trustee, and bene
ficiury, kind of instrument, date and exact time filed for rocording and re
ceived, disposition or instrument, date and by whqm satisfied, canceled, re
leased .or foreclosed, and volume and po.ge of record. Arr. o.lph. by first . 
lotter of surname of granter and grantee on alternate pp. Hdw. on ptd. forni. 
600 PP• 18 X 12 X 3o 

Liens 

19. LIS PENDENS RECORD, 1914--. l vol. (i~-1). 
Record and abstract of notices filed ~t boginning of suits brought in the cir
cuit o.nd chancery courts seeking to enforce liens, rights, e..nd interest in 
real ostate if cluim is not based upon nny judgment or decree previously en-· 
tared or recorded, showing names of complainant or plaintiff nnd defendant, 
nature of claim sought to be enforced, date of filing of suit in circuit or := 

chnncery court, legal description of land sought to be leviod on, dates of 
filing t\nd recording of lis pondens notice, result of suit, c.nd remarks. Ji.rr. 
chron. by do.te notice filed. Indexod a.lph. in vol. by first letter of surna.~e 
of compla.ino.nt or ple..intiff and defondr-.nt. Hdw. on ptd. form. 600 PP• 18 x 
22 X 3, 
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20. SALE OF ~DS /Transcribed from Pike nnd Mnrion Counties7, 1875-1914. 
1 vol. -(J.) • - . - , 

Transcribod rooo:'d of lists of lnnd sold to individuals und struck off to the 
sta.tc for delJt-,.qucnt ta.xes o.t ta.x so.las in tho portio1:1,s of Piko and Marion 
Counties fro·ct ·which Vful tho.11 County \Vt\.S organized in 1914, shovling names of 
ownor pu...-vhusor., c-1.nd hoidors of existing. 1 ions, mortgages, or do eds cf trust, 
dnto ~~~u or struck off., logul description of land, amount paid purchnsor, a-

"'..-ttC of tuxes duo, ycr~r for vvhich to.xos duo., a.mcunt of existing i:ndobtednoss, 
-~ate of cxo.minaticn of rocords by clerk for existing liens, mortgages or doods 
of trust in Convoynnco Rcco::·d (entry 5)., da.tos notices issued to ovmcr and to 
liens holders, purcb~1r;;-:.,1:· ~ s :!.'O(~o:1.pt number, f ina.l de.. to of rcdomptic-n, do:to ren
dered, itomizod sto.tr)ra101r~ ,:)f to·~o.l sta.to a.nd oount-y tr..xos, costs, do.ma.gos, o.nd 
fees duo, purchascr·1 8 c-Jrti.f·ioat,; ?.1urr.:.bor 1 do.to issued, cortificnticn cf cl0rk. 
Arr. chron. by dc..tG of .s~lo a.r:d ~.1umor,1 thoround0r by section no. No index. 
Hd"w·. on ptd. form.. 20(; Pf·. l8 x 22 x 1. 

21. RECORD OF I.J4NDS SOLD TO INDIVIDUALS A.ND STATE FOR T.t\XES, 1885--. 5 
vols. (1-4; ono vol. unlabeled). 

Rocord of lists of lo.nd sold to individuals and struck off tc the sto.to for 
dolinquont tuxos at tnx selos in p-orticns of M~rion nnd Pike Counties from 
which Walthall County was crg~nizod in 1914, and in Wnlthnll Coun~J 1914--., 
showing names of cwnor., purchaser, and holders of oxistin£ lions, mortgagos. 
or doods of trust, dato sold or struck off, legal description of lc.nd, amount 
pnid by purohnsor, amount of tuxos duo, year for which tnxes du0 9 amount of 
existing indobtedncss 1 dnto of oxaminaticn cf rocords by clerk for existing 
liens, mortgages. or deeds of trust, volume and page of record of oxistin& 
liens., mortga.gos or deeds cf trust in Trust Dood Record, Land /Transcribed 
frc1n Piko County7 (entry 15)., o.nd Lo.nd Docd of Trust Record (entry 17), datos 
notioos issued to owner ~nd to lionholdcrs, purohnsor's receipt numbor, final 
date of redemption, date redeemed, itomizod sta.tomont cf sto.t0 o.nq county tnx
e·s• costs, damages, 0.11.a foes, puroho.sor' s oortificnto number, do.to issued, 
ocrtificn tiC'n of o lork, Ar1·. ohron. by da. to of so.lo. For sooticnal index to 
lnnd, eeo or.rb1-y 26. Hdw. c.nd typed en ptd. form. 18 x 22 x 1½. 

Redomptio~ ~ Land Sold for Tnxcs 

22. RELEASE FROM DELINQUENT Tl.i.X SALE, 1931--. 2 vols. -(1, 2). 
Duplicnto copies of redemption of land sold to individuals or struck off to 
tho stnto for dolinquent tuxes, showing dnto rodo0~0d, nnmo of person m~king 
rodo1nption, amount of taxo_s, costs, dumo.;asJ and foes nJcossnry for rcdompti_on, 
namo of person to whom property ussossod, dnto sold for tnxos, ycnrs for which 
taxes duo, logal description of land, ccrtific~tion of clerk~ Arr. chron. by 
date of rctlomption. Indoxod alph. by first lotter of surname of person redeem
ing lo.nd •. IIdv,. en ptd. forn.. 350 PP• 18 x 12 x 2. 

For monthly report or rcder1ption, sou entry 23. 

23. LllND REDEMPTION /clerk's monthly Roport to Stato AuditorJ, 1932--. -l vol.; 200 doouments in 1 folder. 
Carbon copies cf roports sent by tho clerk ~s recorder to tho Sta.to Auditor of 
Public Accounts and to thc·county tax collector of tho redemption and roloo.se 
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of lands sold to individuals or struck off to tho state for tnxes, showing 
name of ownorJ purchaser, and redeemer~ date sold, logul description of land, 
purchuso price, data redeemed, amolm.t po.id for redemption, redemption corti
fioo.te number, itemized statement of' total stato nnd cou.'Vlty taxes, costs~ do.m
uges, and fees duo, and cortifico.tion of clerk. Arr. chron. by do.t~ of report. 
No indox. 

1
Hdw. and typed on ptq. form. Vol., 200 pp, 1 18 x 12 X· lt; folder-· 

15 X 12 X 4• 

For release from Delinquent Tux Sale, soe entry 22. 

Lo. nd Ti tl as 

24. TRACT BOOK, 1811--. 1 vol. (Last entry Fob. 14, 1927). 
Recorded copies of abstract record of original ontrios, grants and patents of 
land in Piko and Marion Counties from which Walthnll County was organized and 
in Walthall County since 1914, sho,,ving legal description or land, amount paid 
per acre, name of purch~ser, oortificato number, nemo of patontoo, date pa-

-tented, plo.ce, volume o.nd pigo of recording. Arr. n 1.llTler. by township o.nd 
range and numer. thereunder by sootion nos. For sectional index to lands, see , 
entry 26. Hdw. on ptd. form. 150 PP• 18 x 12 x 12• 

25. FIELD NOTES, 1809-1913. l vol. (1), 
Tro.nscription of tho origin~l fiold notes or the United States Survey wost o~ 
Pearl Rivor, portuining to the townships now compri~ing Wnlthall County, shovi.
ing do.tes of surveys,. description of' tOW'nship o.nd int~rior section linos by ·. 
number or chnins and links. dosignntions and descript1on of banringa. witness 
trees, monuments,. creeks nnd rivers. physical description Qf land and ~iunding 
timber, signo.turos of survoyors, and cht,in bearers, and oerti_f ica.tion ~d o.p
proval of surveyor of publio lands, und certificntion of clerk. hrr, numer~ 
b\ township and range nos. No index. Hdw. on pttl. form. 320 PP• 18 x 10 x 
12• 

26. SECTIONJ\L INDEX TO Ll,.NDS·!N lVALTHL~t.L COUl'iTY, 1837--. 1 vol. . .. 
Index by lo.nd numbors to e-11 written instruments a.ffeeting or concerning ti tJe 
to la.nds outside incorporo.ted towns a.nd cities in tho portions of Pike !:l.nd · .. 
Mnrion Counties from.which W~lthall County was organized and in Wnlthnll Coun
ty 1914--, showing quarter section, section, township, range, and reference 
to volume ~nd pu~e in Conveyance Record, entry 5; @il, Gas, Mineral Loase Ro
cord7~: entry 9; Trust Deed Record, Land, entry 14; Reoord of Lands Sold to In
dividuals and Sto.to for Tuxes, entry 21; Tract Book, entry 240 l°l.rr. numor. ·by 
township and range nos. Hd"vo on ptd. ror1n. 656 PP• 28 x 17 x 4. 

27. SECTION1\.L INDE.X TO TQ1NNS IN VJiJ,THiJtL COUNTY, 1895--. 1 vol. 
Index by lot numbers to all written instruments affecting or concerning title 
to land in towns und cities recorded in Piko and Mnrion Counties from which''. 
Vfaltho.11 County was orga.niz0d und in Vfe.ltho.11 County 1914--, shov.ring name or~ __ i 

town, nddition, square c.nd lot number, r-ind reforonce by volume o.nd pa.go to ·· 
Conveyance Record, entry 5; Trust Deod Record, Land, entry 15. L.rr. numor. 
by lot nos. Hdw. on ptd. forn. 648 pp. ~8 x 12 x 3-
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28. PERSONl~L ASSESSl\iENT ROLL, 1914--. 32 vols. (do.tcd). 

( 28-32) 

0rigi;nn.l copies of nssossmont rolls pf personal propcr'bJ, polls and commut~tion 
road ta.x to 1931, shov1int: designa.tions of city er town. election precinct, super
visors' district, year for which tnxcs duo, number nnd yonr of to.x rocoipt, name, 
ra.co, nnd post office o.ddross of persons linblo for to.xo.ticn, o.mcunt of' poll · ·. 
taxes duo, amount of commutation roo.d taxes due, rocoipt, toto.1 valuation of' all 
porsono.l property, namos cf school o.nd roo.d ta.xinf; districts o.nd o.n1ount of as

sossr,10:rulJ; for ouch, onuttoru ticn of o.11 kinds nnd cla.s sos of p c;r sonal property 
a.nd o.ssossocl vo.luo.ticn., tcto.ls ma.do b~:·· ta.x o.ssossc.ir, by boa.rd of supervisors 
o..ftor equal iza tio.n, a.:n<l as chnnsod b:.r crdcr cf the Sta.to To.x Ccmra1is s ion, ro-
co.pi tulo.:bions nt end of oe..ch volur110, J,.rr. numor. by supcrviscrs' district~ .For 
sopa.ra.t0 inclo:,c, soo entry 29. Hdvv, on ptd. fc..:n:1. 20Q PP• 16 x 22 x 3. 

29. I:MD.EX TO PERSOlJAL 1J.SSESS!\1ENT ROLL, 191<1:~-. 26 vols• 
Index.· to Pbrsono.l As rH;)Ssnont Roll ( cntr!' 28), showing no.mo of tuxpnycr, addross, 
color, o.ssoss~cnt numb0r, tax rocoipt number, volume und page t'f record, nnd 
sto.tus of payment of· to.xos • Arr. a.lph, by first lottor of surna.mc of to.xpa.yor. 
Hdvr. 011 ptd. form. 200 PP• 18 x 12 x 1½, 

30. CHATrl'EL DE:i:D RECORD, 1911--•• 51 v·o1s. (l-12~ A-Z 1 ... ~1llM) • 
Recorded copies of w-ritten instrunonts convoyinG porscnnl p~opcrty, including 
deod·s., bills cf' sr.lo, lonses, mortga.gos, deeds cf trust, gifts, ler;o.cies and : 
so.tisfnctions, cnncolntions, rolcasos, foroclosur.cs, and powers cf attorney;· 
showinc nrtmo of gra.ntor., gro.ntco., bonofic io.ry, trustec:·nncl other po.rtios in 
interest, description of property., sta-tcmont of co11diti0.ns, ro.to :--f intorost,. 
consideration or o.m.ount of indobtcdnoss, duration cf lonn, o.ckno,vlddgmonts of:: 
parties to instruments, dntos and by whmn sntisfiod, cnncclod, rolcasod, or 
foreclosed, date e.nd exact tim.c filed for recc,rding c.ncl recorded, itomizaticn 
of recording foes, and certification of clerk. Also conto.ins1 Rogistor of 
Automobile Tro.nsfors, 1914-29, entry 32, l~rr. ahron. by do.to filed for ro
cordin6. For sop~rato index, soo entry 3le Hdw. nnd typed on ptd. form. 646 
PP• 18 x 12 x 3. 

31. GEI~IkRAL Il'l'DEX TO CH.l1.T'.l1EL DEi!;DS OF TRUST, 1914--. ~ vols. (1-~). 
Direct a.nd rovorso indox to Cho..ttol Deed Records (ontry 30), sho,111ing no.mos of 
sra.ntor c.nd r;rnntoo, kind of instru1:1ont., clr.to filed for rcccrdin6, und volume·:: 
o.nd pc.so of roc~rd. 1'1.rr. o.lph. by first lotter cf surnc-nc cf 1;rtt1!tor o.nd grnn
too. Hdw. nn·ptd form. 700 PP• 18 x 12 x 3 • 

.i~utomobilc Tra.nsfors ---------------- ------
32. RZGIST&~ OF AUTOMOBILE TR.b.NSFERS, 1930--. 1 vol. (1) • 191~~-29 in 

Chc..ttol Dood Records, entry 31. 
Ro corded copios o·f 1\rri tt0n instruments c0nvoyin;; 01morship of o.ut0m.:::bilos, 
show·in; no.mo of grantor a.nd gruntoo, t1.r'..nufo.cturor, model., o.nd t"!'l.otor nunbcr of 
o.utm:~obilo, address of c;ro.ntor, on.th of grantor, sibno.tures of t,,vo witnesses, 
do.to e:uth vritnosscd, iter:lizatic.n of rocordin6 foes, and ccrtifica.ti:-:n of clork. 
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Arr. chron. by date instrument filed for recording. 
letter of surname of purchaser. Hdw. on ptd. form. 

Miscellaneous Permanent Records 

Officers Bonds --------
33. OFFICIAL BOND RECORD, 1914--. 1 vol. (1), 

( 33-30) 

Indexed alph. by first 
324 PP• 16 x 12 x 1 3/4. 

Recorded copies of off'icial bon.ds and oaths of office executed by all county 
officers al uc·t·;e~. or ap f ointecl J shewing nam€ of office., name of officer, name 
of sura~_.i_ec or bonding cumpany, amout1t ,"\!:d conditions of bond, term of offic~, 
dates 8xecuted~ d~liv0red, filed fo~ ra~o~d~n~, ~~d recorded, certification of 
clerk, naner 0l princj_pa.ls and sureties:, app1•o"T;.J..l ,illd signatures of president 
of board of' Si:por·~·isors and chancery clerk, t1·anscript of oath, name and ac
knowlodbm0n.t of officer. 1\rr. chron. by date filed for recording. No index. 
1914-36, hdwo on ptd. form, 1937--, typed, 400 PP• 18 x 12 x 2. 

---- ---- ------
34. BRA.MD RECORD, 1916--. 1 vol. (Last entry 1924). 

Records or ea.::-'marks and brands of livestock f'ilod o.nd rocordad, showing name 
of owner, kind of livestock, description of oa.rma.rk or brand~ transcript 0£ 
oath and si.gn:lture of applicant, nr.:tmes of official administering oath, dates 
of application and oath, date and exact time filod for recording and recorded, 
itomization of rocording foos, cortificato of clerk. Ar~. chron, by dute fil
ed for r0cord.ingo No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 121 PP• · 16 x 11 x 1}. 

Homestead Dec:i.9.rc.:t.i ons ----- .................... ...._._.. ................... 

350 HC'M?8'rB:AD RECOH.D BOOK, 1921--. l vol. (Last entry June 10, 1931).·. 
Recorded eopius or docl~.r~:ttions tho.t property designri.tod an<i dc1scribed is . 
occupied ::) s ho:~1cstee.d ·i1y dec ln~·2.r.d:: and as s1..1(1f.L is u.z:crnpt i"'~:-o!n soiz uro or sai'~ 
under oxo•Juti •J:t.: o~" r1.ttc ..;ri.m0nt for dob':j, sho1.vij:1g no.mes c:t' ~tr.t0., county., a.nd · 
doc la.rant, ·1ozal cLe:cr iption of 1~1.nd and pro:mises, signature nnd c..cknowledg.;. ., 
ment of declarant., dc~tes c.nd exc .. ct time filed for recording o.nd roccrded. 
A.rr. chron. by d0.t0 filed for recording. No indox. I-Idw. 0.11d typed on ptd. 
form. 640 PP• 18 x 12 x 3. 

Military Dischargas (Seo o..lso entry 153) 

360 DISCH.h.RGED SOLDIERS iiliD SAILORS RECORD., 1~18--. 1 vol. (A). 
Recordod copies of official honorable discharges from tho United Stutes Army., 
Navy, und Mo.rine Corps of V0torans serving in tho Spmiish-!'\Jl'lerico.n 1ln.r o.nd iri 
tho '\IVorld Wr .. r, with discharges f'rom regular i\.rmy enlistments, shewing no.mo of 
veteran, r~nk, company, regiment, or vessel, birthplace, duto of birth, age 
at time of enlistment, raco, physical description of vetora.n, occupo.tion., mari
tal status, date of enlistment, date and place of discharge, rouscn for dis
charge., service record, namo of coIIll!Ulnding officer, dates a.nd oxr..ct time fil.c.d 
for recording und rocordod, certificati~n of clerk. li.rr. chron. by d~.to filed 
for rcoording. Indexed alph. by first lotter of surno..me cf veteran. Typed on 
ptd. hdg. 512 PP• 18 x 12 x 3. 
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Clerk of tho Chancery Court o.s Recorder -
Misccllnneous Porm~nont Records 

Mnp s and Plo. ts 

37. PLATS, 1905-29. 1 vol. (1). 

( 37-38) 

Plnts of sections, to,vnships nnd cities, toYms, und villnges of tho portions 
of :Marion nnd Piko Counties from ·which Yfa.l thall County ·wo.s orr;o.nizod o.nd of 
Y{nl tho.11 County 191~--, sho,vinG section o.nd township numbers a.nd bou11do.rios 1 

ra.ngo numbers nnd boundnrios, nnmos of cities, towns, ~nd ~illugos, boundaries 
of subdivisions ~nd dosignations of streets und alloys. 
Arr. num0r. by tovmship no. No index. Prin~ed. 17 PP• 18 x 2f x ½• Scnlo 
vc..rics. G. c. Boll ot. aJ:., draftsmen. Black and White. 

38. MAP OF WALTHALL COUNl"Y, 1938. 1 map. 
Land ownership map of Walthall County, showing name of land ovmer, to,,mship, 
ran~e, section, beat lines, school districts, creeks, rivers, towns, and 
railroads, Drawn by Zinge~J Map Co., Houston, Texas. 2 in. equals 1 mile. 
Black and White. 36 x 30. 
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(Next entry 39~ p. 57) 

III. CHANCERY COURT 

The Constitution of 1890 directed the Legislature to divide the State in
to conven,ient chancery court districts and stipulated that chancery court shall 
be held in the county at least twice a year.1 On·its establishment 1n 1914, 
Walthall County was attached to the fourth chancery court district, together 
with Arnita. Adams, Franklin, Jefferson, Wilkinson, Pike, and Claiborne, where 
it has since remained.2 The first session was held Monday, May 25, 1914, and 
the court has f~nctioned in the county since that t:ime.3 The Legislature pre
scribed the time of holding court, and at present, sessions are held for six 
days beginning the fourth Monday in May and the third Monday in November.4 

The presiding officer of the chancery court is the chancellor of the four
th chancery distriot.5 County officers attached to the court are the olerk,6 -. 
and the sheriff who is its executive of':f'ioer. 7 In addition, the chancellor ma.y'· 
appoint masters in chancery, 8 special carunissioners, 9 receivers, 10 a court i 

stenographer,11 and a county probation officer.12 

The chancellor is elected f'or a four-year tenn by the qualified electors 
in the district.13 

The office of clerk of the o~anoery oourt was established in Walthall Coµn
ty by the creating acts of 1910 and 1912, under the provisions of the Constit~
tion of 1890.14 ~The first clerk was appointed by tho Governor April 16, 1910,1~ 
but the office was not filled until the county was declared organized in 1914. 

l. Const. 1890, secs. 152, 164. 
2. Code 1906, sec. 249; L. M. 1910, PP• 88, 278; L. M. 1912, PP• 415-422; L. 

M. 1914~ p. 483; Code 1917, sec. 238, 249; Code 1930, sec. 318. 
3. Minut~s Chancery Court, 1914--, vol. 1, p. 1; see entry 49. 
4 • L. M , 19 32 , p ., 4 2 6 • 
5. Const. 1890, sec. 164; Code 1906, sec. 505; Code 1917~ seo. ?Bi; Code 1930, 

sec. 319. 
6. Const. 1890, seo. 168; Code 1906, sec. 4140; Code 1917, sec. 6774; L. M. 

1914, p. 483; Code 1930, sec. 6210. 
7. Code 1906, sec. 647; Code 1917, secs. 409, 3085; Code 1930, secs. 455, 

3315. See also "Sheriff," p. 78. 
8. Code 1906, sec. 635; Code 1917, sec. 395; Code 1930, sec. 445. 
9. Code 1906, sec. 636; ,Code 1917, sec. 396; Code 1930, sec. 451. 

10. Code 1906, soc. 627; Code 1917, soc. 387; Code 1930 1 sec. 435. 
11. Code 1906, sec. 4785; Code 1917, sec. 3138; Code 1930, soc. 709. 
12, L. M, 1916, pp. 149-156; Code 1917, sec. 4982j Code 1930, sec. 7263. 
13. Const, 1890, sec. 153; Code 1917, sec. 261; Code 1930, sec. 319. Given 

authority by the Constitution to detennine the manner and time of eleotio~ 
of chancellors, the Legislature has prescribed that they be elected for a 
term of four years concurrently with the election of representatives in 
Congress, that is, in 1918 and every four years ~hereafter (Const. 1890, 
sec. 153; L. M. 1914, pp. 194-195; Code 1917) ~~o. 6837; Code 1930, sec. 
6281). 

14. Const. 1890, sec. 168, L. M, 1910, p. 278; L. M. 1912, PP• 415-422; L. M. 
1914, p. 483. 

15. Register of Canmissions, State, County, and Munioipal, 1906, in office of 
Secretary of State, New Capitol, Jackson, p. 337. 
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Chancery Court - Original Case Papers (39) 

The Governor appointed n clerk to servo from April 2516 until tho gone~al elec
tions were held in Novombor 1915 and tho offioinl elected had boen sworn into 
office Jo.nuary i, 1916. The office has functioned continuously since lhy 4, 
1914, when tho clork made bond. 17 The clerk is olootod for a four-year term 
by tho qualified voters of the county it tho general olootions for Stato, coun• 
ty, district, and county-district offiqors.18 

The office of court stenographer, filled by appointment by tho chancellor, 
hns functioned continuously in tho district since May 25, 1914. ~nd in the 
cha.ncory court of Vialtho.11 County since 1914. The stenogro.pher servos o. four
yeo:r term unlos removed by the ohnncollor.19 

For the genoro.l structural a.nd functiono.l development of tho oho.noory 
court, soc Lo.mo.r County Invent.or~, pp. 92-107. 

Tho records of the chancery court, unless otherwiae spocifiod, ~ro kept 
in tho o~fioe and vault of the olerk of tho court. 

Original Case Papers 

Chnnoory nnd Probnto 

39. /c.ASE RECORDS7, 1914--. 40 file boxes. (labeled by incl. onso nos., 
I-11as). -

Original pleadings filed with all onuses filod and tried und in which final 
dooroc or order has b~en rendorod and judgment ordered nnd the caso closed, 
originnl plecdings filed with all causes filed and triod and in which finnl 
decree or order h~s not been rendered o.nd causes cro still pending hearing, 
including bills cf colli>laint. petitions, bills of particulars, pleas, answers, 
nffidnvits, motions, donrurrers. exceptions. lis pondens notioos, writs, rul
ings~ orders, decrees, olnims against ~states, invontorios ond appraisemonts 
of estates, administrators, executors, and guardians accountings, showing time 
of filing, docket number in Gonornl Chanoory Docket (entry 40). naJUOs of liti
gants, doccdents, estates. oiaimc~nts. appr~isers, administrators~ executors, 
guurdians, other pa.rtios in intcrost, and solicitors, cnuses of action, proof 
of service or publication of process issued, interlocutory and fin~l orders 
and docrcos of the court. dates rcndorod, a.mount of judgment orderod• date 
ordered, statement of costs ~nd foes nnd volume and page of record in Minutes 
Cho.ncory Court, entry 49. Arr. numor. by case numbor. No index. Hdw. o.nd 
typod on ptd. form. 1~ x 5 x 15. 

For proof of publication, sec entry 50. 

16. Ibid., vol., 1912, P• 341. 
17. Offioinl Bond Record, vol.~l, P• l; sc0 entry 33. 
18. Const. ~890, sea. l68i Code ]906, secs. 3456, 4140; Code 1917, secs. 

2794, 6774;, L. M. 1914, P• 483; Code 1930, secs. 2881, 6210. . 
19. Minutes Chancery Court, vol. 1, p. 2; set entry 49; Codo 1906, s~c. 999; 

L. 11!. 1916, p. 228;. Code 1917, secs. 3140, 3149; Codo 1930, secs. 711., 714. 
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Chancery Court - Dockots, Calep~~rM, 
and Registors 

Dockets, Calendars, and Registers 

pho.noorl and Probate (See also e:p.try 19) 

40. GENERAL CHANCERY DOCKEil'~ 1914--. 3 vols. (l-3). 

(40-43) 

Ret,.ord and abstract of all papers and pleadings filed and of all important 
acts -done in the conduct of each caso in the chancery court, showing docket 
number, names of litigants, decedents, estates, other partios in interest, 
and attorneys, c~usc of action, title of each pleading filed, date filed~ 
dates nnd proof of service or publication of process issued, dates and tenns 
of hearings, interlocutory and final rulings, orders, and decrees of the 
court., dates rendored, omount of judgmont ordored, date ordered, sto.toment·s 
of costs and fees, and volume and page of record in Minutes Chancery Court 
(entry 49) or in Final Record, entry 44. Arr. numor. by case no. Indoxod 
alph. by first letter of surnames of complainant and defondant. Hdw. on ptd. 
fo:nn. 585 pp. 18 x 12 x 3. 

For original papers, see entry 39. 

41. ISSUE DOCKEn', 1914-38. 1 vol. (1). 1939-- in Trial Dockot. entry 
43. 

Calendar of all causes triable in each instant or approaching term of court 
or set for final hearing as ordered by the court or by consent of all par
ties., ontorod in tho order in which c~usos are numbered in General Chancery 
Docket (entry 40), and showing docket number, nrunos of litigants, cause of 
action, term set for hoaring, remarks, names of solicitors, and disposition 
of each cuse. Arr. chron. by date of court term. Indexed alph. by first let
ter of surname of complainant. Hdw. on ptd. form. 294 pp. 18 x 12 x 2. 

42. MorION DOCKEI', 1914-38. l vol. (1). 1939-- in Trial Docket1 entry 
43. 

Rocord and abstract of all motions o.nd special pleas filed in causos filed and 
tried in the ohancory court, including motions, demurrers, ex pnrte petitions, 
exceptions to evidence or reports, all matters of administration and guardinn
ship not directed to bo placed on Issue Docket (entry 41), and matters brought 
before the clork in vacation, showing docket nmnber, nmnes of litigants, doce
donts, cstntos, other parties in interest, nnd solicitors, title of each plead
ing filed, date filed, and disposition of ea.oh motion or speoio.l plea.ding. Arr. 
chron. by date of court tenn. No index. Hdw~ on ptd. form. 240 pp. 18 x 12 
X 2. 

43. TRIAL DOCKET, 1938--. 1 vol. (1). 
Calendnr of all causes triuble at each inst~nt or approaching tonn of court or 
set for final hearing as ordered by the court or by consent of all pnrties, and 
abstract record of ull motions and special pleus filed und tried in the chan
cery court, including motions., demurrers, ex pc .. rte petitions, exceptions to ev1-
dence or roports, all matters of ndministration nnd guardianship, and matters 
brought before the clerk in vacation, showing docket number, nomes of litigants, 
decedents, estates, other parties in interest, and solicitors, title of eaoh 
plea.ding filed, date filed, and disposition of each motion or special pleading. 
Also contains: Issue Docket., 1939-- (entry 41) and Motion Docket, 1939--, en~ 
try 42. Arr. ohron. by date of Court term. No index. Typed on ptd. form. 
400 PP• 12 x 15 x 2. 
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Chancery Court - Proceedings (44-48) 

44. FINAL RECORD, 1927--. 1 vol. (I). 
Rocordod copies of plondings, proofs, exhibits, and proceedings or such parts 
of tho pleadings, proofs, exhibit~, and proceedings, directed to be entered by 
tho cha.ncollor. of suits involvi~g roal estate filed and tried in tho cho.ncory 
court of Walthall County, shovving docket numbor, names of litigants. decodonts,
ostate, other parties in interest, solicitors, nnd witnosscs. causo of action, 
title of eo.oh pleading filed, do:qo filed, do.t·os e.nd proofs of' service of pubii
cation of all process, dates and t0rms of honrings, exhibits and testimony nc
ooptod as evidence, legal description of property involved and of lions, rights, 
interests, and oo.sements sought to bo enforced, interlocutory a.nd fina.1 rules, 
orders, and decrees of tho court, dates rendered, amount of judgment ordered, 
fino.1 disposition of each cause, stntoments of costs and foes, nnd volume nnd 
pngo of record in Minutes Chancery Court, entry 49. A:rr. ohron. by duto or 
court term. No index. Typed under ptd. hdg~ 6QO pp. 18 x· ll•x 3. 

For fino.l rocords, circuit court, seo entries 65,66. 

Probate {Soe also cntrios 39-44) 

45. RECORD OFWILI.S. 1914--. 1 vol. (1). 
Recorded copies of wills nnd last tosto.ments filed for probnto, showing dnte 
instrum.onts oxocutod, kind of instrumont, nomcs of dcoedonts. heirs, devises, 
logatees~ beneficiaries, executors, trustees, and witn~sses, plncc of exoou-
ti on, terms and conditions of instrumont, signatures of tcsto.tors o.nd witness- ~ 
es, date ~nd ox~ot time filod for recording, date recorded, and certific~tion 
of clerk. Arr. chron. by dato will filed fot. recording. Indexed alph. by 
first lotter of surnamo of tostntor. Hdw. under ptd. h4g. 400 PP• 18 x 12 x 
2. 

46. RECORD OF /J)l.iINISTRATORS, EXECUTORS AND GUARDIAlfS BONDS, 1914-~. 
l vol. (1). 

Recorded oopios of bonds executed by ~dministrntors. oxocutors, o.nd guardians 
of estates of deoedonts, minors. and persons non compos mentis. showing date 
bond oxcoutcd. names of principals, nrunos of sureties, amount of bond, st~te
ment of conditions, acknowledgment of sureties, approval of bond, and dato of 
approval. l~r. ohron. by date filod for recording. No index. Hdw. and typod 
on ptd. form. 430 pp. 18 x 12 x j-}. 

47. REGISTER OF CIAIMS AGAINST ESTATES, 1914--. l vol. (1). 
Register of claims filed ngainst estntes. showing name of decedent, minor, or 
person non oompos mantis, dnte filed, nature and nmount of olnim, no.mo of elaim
nnt, credits, debits, o.nd bala.noos. J;;rr. chron. by date claim filed. No index. 
Hdw. on ptd. form. 300 PP• 16 x 11 x l¼. 

For original claims filed, sec ontry 39. 

Proocedings 

48. CHANCERY MINUTES, Lfranscrib0d from Marion and Pike Countiog, 1885-
1914. 1 vol. (2). 

Transcription of the record of the prococdings of the cho.ncory court ut term 
time. in vncation, nnd at rules in the portions of 1hrion and Piko Counties 
now comprising Walthall County, showing date of term or sossion of court, dny 
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Chancery Court - Legal Publications (49-50) 

or tenn, name of county, name of presiding chancellor, docket number of causes 
heard; names or complainants and defendants, petitioners, and other parties in 
interest; approval of court of costs; appearance, appeal, and execution bonds, 
and of bonds or administrators, executors, and guardians or estates of dece
dents, minors, and persons non compos mentis; interlocutory and final rulings, 
decrees and orders of the court; dates of rendition, final disposition of each 
cause; allowances of clerks, witnesses, and sheriff •s fees, adjourning addres·s, 
and signature of presiding chancellor. Arr. chron. by date of court term. No 
index. Typed under ptd. hdg. 600 pp. 18 x 12 x 3. 

49. MINUTES CHANCERY COURT, 1914--. 4 vols. (l-4). 
Record of the proceedings of chancery court at tenn time and in vacation, show
ing date of court, naine of county. date of term, name of presiding chancellor, 
docket number in Gonoral Chancery Docket (entry 40), names of complainants, de
fendants, petitioners, and other parties in interest; approval by court of cost, 
appearance, appeal, and execution bonds, and of bonds of administrators, execu
tors, and guardians of estates of decedents, minors, and persons non compos man
tis; interlocutory and final rulings, deoroos, and orders of the court; dates 
of rondition, f'inal dispositioil of ea.ch cause, allowances of clerk's, witnesses• 
and sheriff's fees, a.djourning ardors, and signature of presiding chanoellor.2 
Arr. ohron. by date of court tenn. No index. 1 vol., 1914-21, hdw.; 3 vols.] 
1922--, typed. 650 pp. 18 x 12 x 3. 

Legal Publications 

50. TYL~~0vrn· TillES, 1914--. 25 vols. (dated). 
Copies of"v-"i6:f~,- new·spaper. published at Tylertown, county seat· of w·nlthall 
County, co:,1.t;a;.:---j4n.g tho legal publications of various offices, courts, and 
boards, inc lud i:·1g: 

i. The board of supervisors show tho proceedings of the bourd; annual 
buag~ts, notices of special meetings, of the intention of the boa~~ 
to issue county and county district bonds, to call in bonds, to · 
issuo negotiable notos 1 to borrow money in u.nticipati9n of taxes, 
to estnblish separate rond districts, to survoy and appraise land, 
to 0xe,mpt new factories and specified new industries from county ad 
valorom taxes., to undertake the eradication of tuberculosis among _._ 
cattle; notices that tnx rolls havo been equalized by the board an& 
are ready for public inspection and examination; that special meet~ 
ings have been called for the purpose of hearing objections of tnx7 
payers to the equalization of the tax rolls made by the Stnte Tax . 
Commission; advertisements for compotitive bids from banks t·o o.ct . 
us county depositories; advertisements for competitive bids to fur~ 
nish trucks, tractors, or other rond machinery; to furnish supplies 
in road v1ork involving more than $250; to do county printing; and : 
to furnish supplies and 0quipn.ent for county offices, departments, · 
and bureaus; adYertisements for competitivo bids on all public work 
costing more than ~100; und orders of the board fixing the width of 
tires and the ma.ximun loads of vohicles passing over public roads ._ 
and bridges in the county. For original orders of the bonrd of su
pervisors nuthorizing its legal publications, sec entry 1. 

ii. The chancery court shov; cito.tions to non-resident or unknown heirs 1 · 

to non-resident or unkn~«n defendants, to non-resident or unknown 
appellees, to non-resident or unknown witnesses nruning place and : 
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Chancery Court - Legal Publications (next entry 51, P• 62) 

time when and where a commiss~on will take testimony, and to per
sons to appear before the Supreme Court at the hearing of appeals; 
?otices of taxpayers' objeoti¢ns to the vnlidation of county and 
county-district bonds; of pro¢eedings to confirm titles to land 
sold for taxes; of the filing;or petitions to create drainage dis
tricts; of toreclosures of moftgages and deeds of trust on land; 
to persons having an interest in an escheat; and administrators', 
executors', and guardians' notices to creditors to file cluims a
gainst estates; of times fixed for the examination nnd adjudica
tion of claims, and of administrators', executors', and guardians' 
s~les. For duplicates of publications of chancery court, see entry 
39; for records of publications ordered, sec entries 40, 49. 

iii. The circuit court show summonses to non-resident or unknown defend-
ants and nppolloes., und to non-resident or unknown witnesses, nam-
ing tbno and~plnce whero and whon ~ commission will take testimony, 
to parties distra.ining., nnd notices of attachment proceedings. For. 
duplico.tos of publiattions of circuit court, sec o ntr-<J 54; for ro
cord of publications ordorod in Circuit Court, seo ontr;~es 56., 60., 77. 

iv. Rogistrnr of elections show noticos or tho dates of the rogistration 
of votors in each voting precinct in the county. 

v. Tho coroner a.s ranger show doscriptions of ~strnys takon up when the 
nppra.iscd value of o.n cstra.y oxcoods $20: 

vi. Tho county board of oloction commissioners show notioos of special 
elootions ordered by the board of supervisors for voting on propos
ed county and county-district bond issues, of special elections or
dered to fill va.co.nc ios occurring in county or o.ounty district of
fices, and of spocinl olootions ordorod by ~he county school board 
to voto on creating, altering, or abolishing school districts. 

vii. Tho county school boa.rd show orders oronting, al tcrin~~, or abolishing_ 
school districts ~nd notices that orders will booomo fine..l unless 
petitions signod by 20 percent of tho :to.zpayers .. of tho district af
foctod filo n potition ngainst tho orders. 'For originnl orders of 
tho county school boo.rd a.uthorizing its publioo.tions ~· see entry 147. 

viii •. Cho.rtors of incorporation. 
ix. Notices of trustees' snlcs of lnnd under foreolsouro of doeds of trust 

show d~to of execution of dcods of trust. no.mes of granter, trustee~ 
nnd bcnoficiary, volume and page of record in Land Deed of Trust Ro~ 
cord (entry 17), sta.toments that granter hns dofnultod in the per
fo:nnnncc of the conditions of the docd of trust, time und plnco set 
for snlc, logal description of property to be sold, dnto of notice, 
nnme of trustee, nnd dctes of other insertions of notices in the 
po.per. 

x. Tho pension bourd of inquiry show lists of persons granted Confodorate 
pensions. 

Z:i. Tho sheriff ns tax collector include advertisements of lnnd to bo sold 
for delinquent tnxcs listed in numcricnl order ns contained in Land 
Asscssnont Roll (entry 11), and show firunos of delinquent property 
ovmcrs, legal description of property. amount of taxos due. dato of 
sale, nnd cortific~tion of sheriff as tax collector, ndvertiscmonts 
of tho sale of pcrsonnl property for taxes, and-lists of poll tnx 
delinquents. For record of land sold for taxes, soc entries 11, 

21-23 . 
Arr. chron. by ycnr of public~tion and numor. thereunder by vol. no. and issue 
no. No index. Ptd. Av. 630 PP• 27 x 18 x 12. 



Chancery Court - Witnesses; 
Fees and Costs 

51. PROOF OF PUBLICATION., 1919--. 1 file box. 
Certificates of proof of publication of legal notices in newspnpers,. showing 
case nuinber, names of litigants, cnuse of action, no.mo of nowspnpor 1 signa
ture of publisher, o .. nd da.to publishod. Arr. chron. by date of publication. 
No index. Ptd. 5 x lo½ x 15. 

Yfitnosses 

52. 1V:fTNESS CERTIFICATES 9 1914--. 2 vols. 
Stub record of certificates issuod to witnesses appearing in causos tried in 
the chancory court, showing cnso number in General Ch~nccry Docket (entry 40), 
cortificato number, no.me of ·witness# for which po .. rty o.ppenrod, number days of· 
attondnnco, milouge allowed, term of court, total ~nount of foes nllowed, sig
naturo and affirmation of witnoss rocoiving certificate, ~nd date of issuance • 
. Arr. n~cr. by ccrtificnto no. No index. Hdw. on ptd. fom. 250 PP• 17 x 
17 X 12• 

Feos and Costs 
.. 

53. BILL OF COST, CHANCERY COURT, 1914--. 6 vols. Title varios: Chan-
cery Feo Bills. 1914-27. 2 vols.; Cho.ncory Court Cost Bills~ 1927- . 
39, 3 vols. 

Carbon copies of itomized stutoments of fees nnd costs incurred in onuses fil
ed. nnd filed nnd tried in chancery court, showing stntamont n'Uiubor. docket 
number. no.mos of potitionors 3.nd litiga.nts, itemizations of costs and foes due 
clerk, sheriff, mnstors in cnancory, comm.issicners, other officers~ stenogra
pher, printer, and witnesses, oortificntion and signature of clerk. Arr. 
numcr. by foe bill no. and chron. thoroundor by date of issuance. No index~. 
Hdw. on ptd. fonn. 400 PP• 17 x 11 x 2. 
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(Next entry 54, P• 64) 

IV.: CIRCUIT COURT 

The Constitution of 1890 prescribes that the Legislature shall divide 
the Stat~ into convenien~ circ~it ~ourt district! an~ tha~ circuit ~ourt s~ll 
be held 1.n each c-o·~~!lty a-r; 1 sas\: tvn.c a e::~ch year- e Since 1 ts esta bl 1.shment in 
1914., VvalthA.11 Co\;i.:r._ty ht:t~ bc:er~ attc::i.ch:.➔ o. to ·:jhe fourteenth circuit court dis
trict together ·wj_th Copiah, Lincoln, end Pike Counties.2 The first session of 
court vre.s held 1~~-€:'!.lrt 10, 1914, and th~ coll:·t has functioned in the county 
since that ti1no') i' ~:.!:.'3 LegisJ.atu.re pro'.Jo·~·ib?JS the tirnes of holding court,~ and 
sessions are held for t-vto ·weeks beginning the first }Eonda.y in February o.nd the 
seconc. r!~onday of .itL\~u0•::;. 5 

The presidir.g cfficer of the circuit court is the judge of the fourteenth 
circuit court dis 1~rir:t, 6 County officers attached to tho court a.re the clerk, 7 
tho sheriff who is its executive offioer, 8 and the county prosecuting attorney 
vrho assists the dis-1:;,rict attorncy.9 A court reporter or stenographer mo.y bo 
appointed by the judgo. 10 Indictmonts and presentments arc returned to tho . 
court by tho grand jury, 11 and casos in issue are tried before tho potit jury.12 
Tho district ~ttornoy roprosonts the Stato in all criminal prosecutions in tho 
court and both the Sta.to and county in civil causes in which they arc intc14st
cd.13 He is assisted in those matters by tho county prosecuting attorney. 

The circuit judge is oleotod for a four-yoar term by tho qualified voters 
of tho distriot.15 

Tho office of court reporter or stenographer, fillod by appointment by 
tho jdugo, hns functioned in tho district and in tho circuit court of Walthall 
County since 1914, tho stonographor sorving a four-yoar tonn unless removed 
from offico.16 

1. Const. 1890, socs. 152,'158. 
2. L. ~. 1914, P• 483; Code 1917, soc. 430; Code 1930• soc. 473. 
3. Minutos Circuit Court, 1914--, vol. 1, p. 14; sec entry 76. _ 
4. L. M. 1914, P• 483. 
5. Coda~ 1930,. soe. :.1'13. 
6. Codo 1906., soc. ·689; Codo 1917., sac. 467; Code 1930, soc. 476. 
7. Code 1906, sec. 690; Codo 1917, soo. 469; ~odo 1930, soc. 498. 
a. Codo 1906, soc. 4668; Code 1917., soc. 3085; Code 1930, sec. 3315; sec 

"Sherif r, 11 p. 78. 
9. L. l~I. 1916, ch. 238; Coda 1930 ~ socs. 4220, 4225. 
10. Code 1906., sec. 4785; Codo 1917, soc. 3138; Code 1930, sec. 709. 
11. Soc "Grand Jury," P• 75. 
12. Const. 1890, secs. 14, 31. 
13. Code 1906, soc. 1661; Code 1917., sec. 1398; Code 1930, soc. 4363; s00 

"District Attorney," P• 76. 
14. L. fue 1916, PP• 345-348; Code 1917, soc. 697; Code 1930, sec. 4226; s00 

"County Prosecuting l~ttornoy," P• 77. 
15. Const. 1890, sec. 153; Code 1906, soc. 689; Code 1917, sec. 467; Coda 

1930 1 sec. 476. Elections are-hold every four ycnrs concurrently with 
the elections of Rcprcsentativos in Congress, that is, in 1918 and every 
four years thereafter (ibid.). 

16. Code 1906, scos. 4785, 4787; Code 1917. secs. 3138, 3140; Code 1930, secs. 
709, 711. 
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Circuit Court - Original Caso Pnpers (5~55) 

Tho gunrnnf~o of the Constitution of the United States of trial by an 
~mipartinl jury, is providod for in Missi~sippi insof'o.r ns Wa.l tho.11 County 
is o.ffcctod, by tho Constitu·cion of 1890.1 Tho first jury panol \VO.S dro.vr.n 
for the August 1914 tonn,19 and jurios hnva boon impanolod continuously 
since that timo. 

For tho gonoral sturo·tu-ro.l o.nd functional dovolopmont of tho circuit 
court, soo Lamar Countl Invontory1 PP• 116-131. 

' Unloss otherwise spooifiod. the .rooords or tho circuit court nro kept in 
tho offico and vault of its clerk • 

. Original Case Pa.pars 

Civil nnd Criminnl 

54. CIRCUIT COURT CIVIL i~TD CRThiIN.l~L. 1914-- 1 45 filo boxos, 245 jo.ok
ots. 

Original papers or tho circuit court, including: . 
i. Civil and criminal cnsos filed and triod nnd filod and ponding, in

cluding docla.rations, answers, indictments, ploas, bills of com-· 
pluint, infonnation, p~rtioulnrs, ~otions, demurrers, affidnvits, 
intarrogntories, dopositions, proooss sorvod or proof of publica
tion, sho,'linc; caso num.bor in Genornl Dookot-Stnte Ca.so·fJ(entry 56); 
Gonora.l Dockot-Civil Cnsos {ontry 59). no.mes of plaintiffs and de
fcndnnts, names or o.ttornoys for plaintiffs nnd defendants, title 
of o~ch pleading filod. dntQ filed, dnto ~nd proof of sorvioe or 
proof' of publlce .. tion, dntos o.nd tonns of heo.ring, int,orlocutory 
a.nd fina.l rulings, orders, a.nd deoreos of tho court a.nd datos or ;;._: .. · 
renditicn, instructions to jury, verdict of jury nnd do.to rendered, 
nmount of foes. 

ii. Original lists·of no.mos of parsons drnwn for servioo on grand o.nd· 
petit juries, showing date of druwing, no.me of prosiding judgo, 
dosignation of circuit court aistriot. no.mos Qnd nddrossos or par
sons dra.vm, a.nd cortifico.tions of the sheriff, or tho olork of tho 
circuit court, nnd of tho clork of tho ch~ncory court. 

Arr. numor. by cnso no. No indox. Hdw. ~nd tlrped on ptd. form. Filo boxes, 
11 x 5 x 14; jackets, 5 x 8 x 1. 

Recoip_ts. for Documents Wi thdra.wn 

55. ATTORNEY'S RECEIPTS FOR Plu'ERS, 1914--. l vol. (1). 
Record of plc~dings and other papers to.ken from filos~ shmving docket number, 
nancs of plaintiffs c~nd dofcndnnts, ·number o.nd list of pnpors wi thdro.1.'V'n1 110.m.0 • 

of a.ttornoy vri thdro.wine; po.pars, dates ,,ri thdro.vm o.nd returned. Arr. ·chron. by 
da.tc of 11vithdro.vml. Mo -index. Edi,v. on ptd. fom. 176 PP• 18 x 12 x 2. 

17. Const. of tho United Sta.tos, l1ITI.cndr:ionts 1 o.rt. VI. 
18. Const. 1890, socs. 14; 31. 
19. Minutos Circuit Court, vol. 1, P• 14; s00 ontry 76. 



Circuit Court - Bockets, Calendars 
and Rogisters 
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Dockets, Calendars, and ~egisters 

Criminal (Soc nlso ontry 63) 

56. GENERkL DOCKET-STATE CASES 1 1914--. 2 vols. (1, 2). 

(56-59) 

Rocord o.nd abstract of o.11 plea.dings a.nd othor pc.pars filod, c.nd -of all impor
tant nets done in the conduct of oo.ch crimin~l case from its commonccmont to 
its termination in the circuit court, showing cnso numbor, nnmcs of defendants 
and o.ttornoys, offense charged, do.to of filing of oc.ch .indictment, plocI., peti
tion, domurr0r, writ, ond motion, record from inferior courts on appeal or cer
tiorari, petition, plo~, demurrer, motion nnd ploo.dings in oach c~uso upponlcd, 
do.tcs of issuo.nco and return of process or of publication a.nd ,.pr-·oot: of publica
tion, dntcs and terms of hcarines, interlocutory ~nd final docroos, rulings,· 
nnd ardors of the court with d~tos of rendition, notations of verdicts ~nd a
mount of fino or tcnn of imprisonment imposed, volumo nnd p~gc of record in 
Minutes Circuit Court {entry 76)~ lists of costs o.nd feos, c:.nd notice of ap
peal to Supremo Court. Arr. numor. by cnso no. Qnd chron. thoroundor by date 
papers filed. Indexed nlph. by first lotter of surname of dofondnnt. Hdw. on 
ptd. fonn. 400 PP• 18 x 12 x 2. 

57. COURT STATE DOCKET, 1914--. 2 vols. (1,2). 
Cnlcndar of oasos begun by indictment, prosontmont, inform~tion, or other pr~
cocdings of n criminal nature, and tri~blo nt onch nppronching torm of court 
propc-rod by tho clerk for tho convonionce of the judge, c..nd shov-1ing cnso num
ber in Gonornl Dockot-Stnto Casas (entry 56), nnmos of pl~intiff nnd defendant, 
offcnso chnrgod, nc..m.os of nttornoys for tho St~to ~nd for dofondnnt, kind ~nd 
dates of info:nnation filed, remarks, tenn of court ~nd yoar of to:nn, judgo's 
minutes, and volur11a c.nd pago of record in :Minutes Circuit Court. entry 76. 
Arr •. ohron, by dato of tonn of court. Ho index. Hdv1. on ptd. fonn. 450 PP! 
18 X 12 X 2. . 

58. 1U~BEL\S CORPUS RECORD, 1930--, 1 vol. 
Record of tho proceedings in hcnrings on writs of habeas oorpus, showing cuso 
number, no.me of pluintiff or petitioner, no.mo of defondant or person holding, 
potitionor in custody, dato petition mndo to judge, name of judgo to whom 
petition m~de, dntc writ issued, d~to of sorvice or ,ivrit on dofondc.nt~ dnto 
or dcfondcnt•s return. namo of witnesses subpcnnod, dnto·of summons, order of 
court dismissing writ,oommitting or rcm.nining petitioner, or ~dmitting him to 
buil, ~mount of bnil sot, sign~turo of judgo conducting honring. Arr. chron. 
by d~te writ fdlod. No index. Hdw. on ptd. fonn.. 200 PP• 16 x 11 x 1½. 

Civil (sec clso entry 19) 

59. GENERJ~L DOCKET-CIVIL C1\SES, 1914--. 1 vol. (1). · 
Record and n.bstro.ct of nll plea.dings a.nd other pnpers filed, ci.nd o.11 importc.nt 
nets dono in the conduct of onch uivil cnso from its commonccmont to its tonni
no.tion, showing cuso number, names of litigunts nnd attorneys, ccuso of nction, 
and nmount involved. dnto of filing each declaration, nnswor, vtrit, motion, de
murrer, end record from inforior courts on appeals or certiorari, petitions, 
plans, demurrers, and plo~dings in onoh cnso appealed, dates of issuance nnd 
return of process nnd dntos of service or publicution, dntes end tcnns of honr
ings, rulings, nnd orders of the court with dates or rendition, not~tions of 
verdict, amount of judgment avrordod, dates of issuance of execution und return, 



Circuit Court - Dockets, Calendars 1 and 
Registers 

(60-64) 

itemization of costs and fees, and volume and page of record in I~inutes Cir
cuit Court, entry 76. Arr. numer. by case no. Indexed alph. by names of 
plaintiff and defendant. Hdw. on ptd. fonn. 428 pp. 18 x 12 x 2. 

60. COURT ISSUE DOCKET, 1914--. 1 vol. (1). 
Calendar of civil cases triable at each approaching term of court, prepared 
by the clerk for the convenience of the judge, showing docket number in Gen
eral Docket-Civil Cases, entry 59, names of plaintiff, defendant, and attor
neys, cause of action, date and tenn of court, judge's minutes, and volume 
and page of record in Minutes Circuit Court (entry 76), court term, and orders 
of the court. Also contains: Court Appearance Docket, 1915--, entry 61; Bar 
Appearance Docket, 1915--, entry.62. Arr. ohron. by date or court term. No 
index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 240 pp. 18 x 12 x 2. 

61. COURT APPEARANCE DOCKET, 1914. l vol. (1). 1915-- in Court Issue 
Docket, entry 60. 

Calendar of civil cases not triable at the first term of court after their 
commencement in the circuit court, prepared by the clerk before each term for 
the convenience of the judge~ show'ing docket numbor in General Docket-State 
Cases (entry 56), and in General Docket-Civil Cases (entry 59), names of plain
tiffs and defendants,. cause of action, names of attorneys for plaintiffs and 
for defendants, dates of issuance and return of process, and disposition of 
each case. Arr. chron. by date of court term. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 
240 PP• 18 x 12 x 2. 

62. BAR APPEARANCE DOCKET, 1914. 1 vol. 1914-- in Court Issuo Docket, 
entry 60. 

Calendar of civil oases not triable at the first torm of court after their com
mencement in the circuit court, prepared by tho clerk before the. court torm for 
the convenience of attorneys, showing docket number in General Docket-Civil 
Cases (entry 59)., names of plaintiffs and defendants, ca.use of action, namqs of 
attorneys for plaintiffs and_ dofondants, date of issuance and return of process, 
und disposition of each case. Arr. ohron. by term of court. No index. Hdw. 
on ptd. fonn. 240 pp. 18 x 12 ·x 2. 

63. MOl'ION DOCKEr, 1914--. l vol. (1). 
Record and abstracts of all motions and special pleas filed in oases filed and 
tried, including motions~ demurrers, exceptions to evidence or reports and show
ing docket number of case in General Docket-State Cases (entry 56), and in Gen
eral Dockot-Civil Cases (ontry 59), names of litigants in civil oases nnd of 
State and defendant in cr:iminal casos 1 names of district attorney, county pros
ecuting attorney and of' attorneys in criminal cases, _names of attorneys for 
plaintiffs und defendants in civil cases, orders last tonn of court, ardors 
present tenn of court, and disposition of motion. Arr. chron. by term of court. 
No index. Hdw. on ptd. fonn. 480 pp. 18 x 12 x 2. 

Bonds 

64. REGISTER OF BONDS AND SURETIES, 1936--. l vol. . 
Record of sureties on nppeal, appearance, bnil, and cost bonds executod, show~ 
ing no.mes of principals, names of obligors and obligecs, dute bond executed, 
amount of bond, kind of bond, volume and page of record in Minutes Circuit 
Court (entry 76), case number and style of case, date of dischurgo fran bond, 
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Circuit Court - Final Ree·ords; Vvitnesses (65-68) 

and remnrks. Arr. a.lph. by fir·st letter of' surname of principal. No index. 
Hdw. on ptd. form. 400 PP• 18 x 12 x 2. 

Fin~l Records 
(See also entry 44) 

65. JUDGMENT ROLL, 1900-14. 1 vol~ 
Transcription ·of record of unsa~isfied final jud;ments rendered in civil cases 
at each term or the circuit court of Marion and Pike Counties from which Wal-, 

tha.11 County wo.s organized in 1914, as well as unsatisfied final judgments 
rendered in other courts or competent jurisdiction for which abstracts were 
filed with the clerks of the circuit courts for enrollment, showing name of 
defendant, amount of judgment o~:- decreC3 rendered, date of rendition, county 

r 

and court of rElndition, dnte of (enrollment, no.me of plaintiff, notations as 
towhon nnd how satisfiod, if satisfied after formation of Walthall County, 
o.nd rom.arks. Volume also shows ·ao.te a.nd certification of transcriptions by 
the clerks of thC3 circuit courts of Marion and Pike Counties. Arr. chron. 
by dato enrolled. Indexed alph. by first letter of surname of defendant. 
Hdw. on ptd. form. 400 PP• 18 x 12 x 2½. 

66. JUDGMENT ROLL, 1914•-• l vol. (1). 
Record of final judgments rendered at each torm of circuit court, ·and record 
of final decrees and judgments rendered ~n other eourts for which abstrac~s 
have boon filed with the clerk for onrollment, showing name of defendant, 
amount of judgment or docroe, dato of rendition, county and court in which 
rendored, date or onrollment, namo of plaintiff, whon and how sntisfied, and 
remarks. Arr. chron. by date judgmont enrolled~ Indexed nlph. by name of. 
defendant. Hdw. on ptd. form. 400 PP• 18 x 12 x 2½. 

For record of original final judgments rendered, seo entries 49. 76, 80-
86. 

Witnesses 

67. SUBPOENA DOCKET, 1914--. 2 vols. (1, 2). 
Record of subpenas issued for witnosses appearing in criminal and civil cases 
tried in the circuit court, showing docket number in Gener~l Docket-Stuto 
-cnses (entry 56), in General Docket-Civil Cases (entry 59), namos of plaintiff 
nnd dofondunt, no.me of witness subpcnaed, for which party subpen~ed, torm of 
court, number of d~ys' ~ttend~nce, milonge, toto.l amount of feo allowed, dnte 
of issuance of subpenn, no.me of officer to whom directed, dntes returnable o.nd 
returned. Arr. chron. by dnte of issuance. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 
320 PP• 18 x 12 x 3. 

68. ST~TE WITNESS CERTIFICATES, 1914--. 3 vols. 
Stub record of pay certific~tes issued to witnesses ~ppenring in criminnl 
cases filed nnd tried in circuit court, showing case numb0r in General Docket
State Cases (entry 56), name of witness, certific~te number, for which pnrty 
o.ppeared, number of days of attondci.nce, mileage allowed, toto.l amount of fee 
allowed, date of issunnco, signuture of witness roceiving certificato, and 
signnture of clerk. Arr. numer. by cortificnte numb0r und chron. thereunder 
by date issued. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 250 PP• 14 x 13 x 1}. 
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Circuit Court~ Jurors; Fees ~nd Costs (69-74) 
.. 

69, CIVIL VfITNES& CERTIFICATES, 1914--. 2_rvols. (labeled by contained 
certificate nos •• 1-1000). 

Stub record of pay certificates issued to witnesses appearing in civil cases 
filed and tried. sho,ving certificate number, case number in General Docket
Civil Cases (entry·59), name of witness~ for 'Which party appeared, number of 
days of attendance, mileage allovved., total amount of fee allmved, signature 
of witness receiving certificate., date of issuance, and signature of clerk. 
Arr. numer. by certificate no. No index. Hdw. on ptd. fonn~ 200 PP• 18 x 
12 X le 

Jurors 

70. JURORS CERTIFICATES, 1914--. 6 vols. 
Stub record of certificates issued for jury service, showing·certificate num
ber, name of juror to whom issued, number of da~ls of service., total amount of 
fee· allowed. n1ileage allovred, volume and page in 1'.'linutes Circuit Court (entry 
76). date iscued, receipt of juror~ and signature of clerk. Arr. numer. by 
certificate no. No index. Hdvr. on ptd. form. 200 pp, 18 x 12 x 1. 

71. JURY FES BOOK, 1914--. 1 vol. (1). 
Record of the allowances of juror's fees, showing certificate number, name of 
payee, whether serving on grand or petit jury, number of days of attendance, 
milea~c ~llowod~ total fees allmved, date certificate issued, and remarks. 
Arr. chron. by dato fao allo'!od. No indox. Hdw. on ptd. form. 960 PP• 16 
X 12 X 2. 

Foes and Costs 

72. CRilh:INAL COST BILLS, 1914-- • 3 vols. 
Carbon copies of foe and cost bills issued by tho clerk in criminal cases fil
ed and filed and triod, showing docket number in General Dookot-Stato Cases, 
(entry 56), foe bill nurn.ber, name· o·f defendant, verdict and orders· of tho co~rt, 
date of rendition, fees duo clerk. sheriff, jurors, other officers, and costs 
in justice of tho peace court, names of witnossos for State ancl·for defendant 
amd amount of foes due oe.ch, total amount of foes and costs duo,· o.nd certifica
tion of clerk. Arr. numor. by case no. Ho index. Hdw. on ptd. f onn. 250 PP• 
16 X 11 X 2. 

73. CIVIL FEE BILLS, 1914-••• 3 vols. 
Carbon copies of fee and cost bills issued by tho clerk in civil cases filed 
and•filed and tried, showing caso number in General Docket-Civil Cases (ontry 
59),·names of plaintiff and defendant, judgment rendered with date of rendi
tion, itemization of fees duo·clerkJ sheriff, jurors, other officers. and costs 
in justice of tho pco..co court, no.mos of witnesses for both plaintiff ai-id de► 
fend.ant and amount of foes due each, and total amount of foes nnd costs due. 
Arr. nu.~er. by no. of fee bill. No index. Hdw. on ptd. fonn. 250 PP• 18 
X 13 X 3. 

74. ALLOW.AlfCE CERTIFICATES, 1915-18. 1 vole 
Stub rocord of cortificatos issued to obtain ,varrunts in payment of services 
rondorod and supplies and materials furnished circuit court, showing ccrtifi~ 
cnte number. do.to issued, no.mo of payee, amount and purpose of cortificato. < 
Arr. numer, by c0rtificato no. Ho index. HdvT. on ptd. form. 200 PP• 18 x l~ 
X le 
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Circuit Court - Proceedings ( 75-76) 

75. CIRCUIT CLERK'S CASH Bo'OK, 1920-22. 1 vol. (1). Discontinued in 
1922 when clerk returned to fee basis. 

Clerk's record of cash received, showing total cash account with debits and 
credits, dates of debits and credits, name of person debited, and designa
tion of cash items including cost and fees due in civil and criminal cases 
filed, and filed and tried, with names of plaintiff and defendunt and dock
et number in General Docket-State Cases { entry 56); General Docket-Civil 
Cases (entry 59), :marriage licenses e1ond certifi_ce.tes, filing fees, recording 
fees, jury tax, stenographer's feos, stato witnesses' fees. and fines. Arr. 
chron. by date of ontry. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 280 pp. 18 x 13 x 
2t. 

Proooedings 

76. MINUTES CIRCUI_T COURT, 1914--. 3 vols. ( 1-3). 
Record of tho proceedings of tho circuit court in term ti~e and during vaca
tion, showing name of county, month, term, and year of court, names of pre
siding judge, and interlocutory and fin~l rulings, records, and orders of 
the court in matters brought before tho court including criminal, civil and 
juvonile causes, summoning of jurors, accoptanco and swearing of jurors, 
allowing of jurors•, witnesses', sheriff's, and clerk's fees, filing of re•_ 
ports or grand jury, rendering of verdicts by jury, imposing of fines and 
sentences or imprisonment~ execution of judgmonts. Each day's minutes are 
signed by the presiding judgo. iu-r. chron. by date of torm or_ court. No 
index. Hdw. undor ptd. hdg. 634 PP• 18 x 12 x 3. 
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V. CI.ERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT 

The clerk of the circuit court, in addition to his clerical and clerical• 
judicial functions in conneotion with the circuit court, has been assigned a 
number of licensing and recording powers and duties.l 

The office of the clerk of thf3 ciroui t court was established in Walthall 
County by the creating acts of 1910 nnd 1912, under the provisions of the Con
stitution or 1890, and has funotioned in tho county since its orgnnization in 
1914. 2 

The first clerk was appointed by the Governor 1~pril 16-~ 1910, 3 but tho 
offico was not filled until the county wa.s doclared organized in 1914. The 
Governor ago.in appointed a olork April 25, 1914, v1ho was sworn into offico 
May 4, 19141 when he made bond,4 to servo until the goneral elections wero 
held in Novem.bor 1915 and tho clerk elected v.as sworn into offioo January 1, 
1916. 5 The clerk is_ elootod for a four•yco.r torm by tho qualified voters of 
tho county at the general elections for State, county,district. and oounty
distriot offioors.6 

For the general structural and functional dovolopment of this offioe, 
seo I.Amar County Inventory, pp. 144-145. 

· Tho records kept by tho clerk of thE) o irouit oourt in his licensing and 
recording ca.pe.oitios aro proscrvod in his offioe, unless otherwise spooifiod. 

Marrio.gos 

77. l~illR.IAGE RECORDL'fihitg, 1914--. 6 vols. (2-3, 5, 7, 9, 11). 
Misoollancous records relating to marriages of white persons containing: 

i. Applioo.tions to 1930., for mo.rrio.go licenses, origino.l, showing names 
of applicants, signature of mo.le npplioant, signature of olerk ns 
officer t~king ~ffidnvit, and date nffidavit mo.do, applications 
sinco.1930 showing names, ages, race nnd nddrosses of applicants, 
no.mos and addresses of po.rents, guo.rdio.ns, or next of kin of o.ppli
onnts, affidavits of both applicnnts ns to their agos, signature of 
both a.pplioaaj:s,. a.ffido.vit of mnlo o.pplica.nt thC' .. t no lcgo.1 co.use 
existed to obstruct tho mo.rriugcJ signo.turo of olerk or officer 
to.king o.ffidnvits, and date affidnvit ma.do. 

1. For a sull1'~o.rization of these powers and dutios 1 sec Lamo.r County Inventory, 
pp. 144-165. 

2. Const. 1890, sec. 168; L. M. 1910, p. 278; L. M:. 1912, PP• 415-422; L. M:. 
1914, p. 483; Code 1917, soc. 469; Code 1930, sec. 478. Seo also "IIistori
cnl Sketch," P• 7. 

3. Register of Commissions, Stnto, County, und Municipnl. 1906, in office of 
Secrotc.ry of State, Now Cnpitol, Jackson, p. 337. 

4; Record of Official Bonds, vol. 1, p. 8; seo entry 33. 
5. Register of Commissions, op. cit., 1916, P• 341. 
6. Codo 1906, socs. 3456, 4140; Codo 1917, soc. 2794; Code 1930, socs. 2881, 

6210. 
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Clerk of the Circuit Court - Professional Licenses ( 78-80) 

ii. Consents to marri~ge of persons under the statutory age, given by 
parents, guardians, or next of kin, original, showing name of per
son under statutory age for marriage, statement of consent to mar
riage, signaturos of subscribing witnesses or of officor taking 
proof. 

iii. Notices mailed to po.rents, guo.rdiuns or noxt of kin of applicn.nt, 
made by parsons under statutory age, for mo.rrio.ge, record of, 
showing names und addresses of parents, guardinns, or next of kin 
notified, numos, ngos, race ~nd addresses given by applicants for 
licenso, statement that license will be issued within five days 
from dnte if no legal objection is mado, dato notice mnilod, and 
date license will be issued and clerk's signeturo in cttcst. 

iv. Abstract of marriago license issued, record of, shovving names of 
contracting parties, signature of clerk as licensor, date license 
issued, and clerk's certificc.tion of marriage returned. 

v. Cortificates of marriage returnod, record of, showing names of con
tra.cting parties, de.tes ceremony performed, nctme a.nd title of per.~ 
son performing the coremony, d~te certificate received for filling, 
date recorded, und signature of clerk in attesto 

Also contains: Notices of Applicntions for Marriago License, 1931--, entry 
19. Arr. chron. by date license issued. Indoxod alph. by first letter of 
surnames of contracting partios. Hdw. on ptd. form. 588 pp. 18 x 13 x 3. 

78. Ml'-RRIA.GE RECORD /§olorerfl, 1914--. 6 vols. (1, 3, 4# 6., 8, 10). 
Record of marriages Qf colored persons. For description of contents, arrango
ment, indexing, manner of.recording, number of pnges, a.nd dimensions, soo en
try 77. .1.\lso contains: Notices of l~pplico.ti ons for Ma.rrio.ge Liconse, 1931~--, 
entry 79. 

79. NOTICES 9F .l~PPLICJ~~IOWS FOR ~.i.l"RRIAGE LICENSE, 1930-. l vol. 1931---
in llarria:ge Record, on try 78. 

Record of notio·es m:o.lled by clerk to parents., guardians, or noxt of kin of 
applicants for marri:a.ge license under sto.tutory e.ge for marriage, showing 
names and nddressos of parents, guardi~ns, or next of kin notified, names of 
applicant, dnto notice mailed, nnd date liconso will bo issued if no logal 
objections are made. hrr. nmner. ,by application no. and chron. thereundor
b? ~a:~o application made. No indox. Hdw. on ptd. form. 100 pp. 16 x 10 x-:,. 
l:;;· • .. ..., 

Professional Licenses 
(See also, entry 103) 

" 
BO. RECORD OF PHYSICI.£..-NS, PEVU·.,U~CIST, DENTIST, OPTICI.L~S, iiliD EMBALMERS, 

1914--. 1 vol • ( 1) • 
Recorded copies of temporary and permanent liconses to practice, issued by · 
the State Board of Hoalth to physicians; by the State Board of Phnrnucy to 
phurmacists; by the State Board of Dontal ox~miners to dentists; by the State 
Board of Optometry to opticians 1920•-; ,und by tho State Board of Embalmers to 
embalmers 1918•-, residing and practicing in the county, and showing license 
number, nnme, ngo, birthplace~ and cddross of persons licensed, name of school 
attended, date of graduation, names of persons given as references, uuthori?,r.1.
tion from State Board to prei.ctice, oxpiro.tion do.t.3s of temporary licenses,· 
names of members of Stc.te Boards, dates filod nnd recorded, and cartificnt~on 
of clerk. ~rr. chron. by d~te license filod and numer. thereund0r by contain-, 
ed license no, No index. Hdw. on pttl. form. 475 pp. 14 x 10 x 2J~ 
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(Next entry 81, p. 73) 

VI. JUSTICES OF THE PEJ~CE 

0£fices o.nd courts of justices of the peace were osta.blishod in Wal tho.11 
County by the creating uots of 1910 c.nd 1912, under tho provisions of the Con
stitution of 1890, and hnve functioned in the county since its organization 
in 1914.1 Tho offices wore filled by appointment by the Governor on April 25, 
1914, to servo until tho gonorul elections woro hold in November of tho follow
ing yoex. 2 Tho justioos woro sworn into office und rondo bond on May 4, 1914.3 

-
The Constitution of 1890 provides thnt n competent number of justioos of 

the pee.co be chosen in ec .. ch county by distriots. 4 Until 1932, sto.tuto lnv1 re
quired tha.t tv'lo justices be so.looted from cc.oh of five districts, the bounda
ries of tho districts being tho srunc ~s tho boundaries of the supe~visors' 
bot-ts or districts. 5 Sinoo 1932, only one justice cf tho poa.oc is to be cloc
tod in and from euoh district, but with tho provision thnt tho boa.rd of super
visors may provide for tho olootion of nn ndditionnl justice in any distriot. 6 
At tho present timo one justice of the ponce is cloctcd from ocoh of tho fivo 
districts. 7 

Tho Constitution of 1890 provides tho.t justicos of tho pcaoo sho.11 be 
chosen by districts for n term of four yoc~s, but gives the Logislnture power 
to determine the method of soloction.B Tho lDgislnture has pr0soribcd that 
justices of tho pc~ce shnll bo elcotod by dist~iots at,tho goner~l elections 
for State, county, district, nnd oounty-distriot officers.9 

Justices of tho pea.ce must hold -not loss than one term of court each 
month and not more than two.10 Other county officers nttachod to tho court • 
aro the constable, who is tho exocutivo officers of tho oourt~ll o.nd the she~
iff as exooutive officer in the evont there is no constablo. 1~ A six-member 
jury must bo impanoled if any party to u o~uso dom~nds n trinl by jury.13 

For the gonoral struoturnl a.nd £unotionc.l devolopment of the off•ioo of 

1. Const. 1890, sec. 171; L, Ii. 1910, p. 278; L. 11, 1912• PP• 415-422; L. M. 
1914, p. 483; L. ?.1. 1926,· cho.p. 209; Code 1917, soo. 2220; Code 1930, sec. 
2069. 

2. Register of Commissions, State, County, and Municipal, 1912, in office of 
Seorotary of State, Nevi Capitol, Jackson, p. 337. 

3. Ibid., p. 341; see 11Historioal Sket-ch.," p. 7; Record of Officinl Bonds, --
1914--, vol. 1, pp. 12-16; see 0ntry 33. 

4. Const. 1890, sec. 1'71. 
5. Code 1906, soc. 2721; Code 1917, sec. 2220; L. M. 1926• P• 319; Code 1930., 

s·ec. 2069. 
6. L. M. 1932, P• 473. 
7. Register of Commissions, State, -County, and Municipal, 1940, in office of 

Secretary of State, New Capitol, Jackson, p. 337. 
8. Const. 1890, soc. 171. 
9. Code 1906~ secs. 2721, 3456, 4140,; Code i917, socs. 2220, 2794; L. 1,1. 

1926, P• 319; Code 1930, socs. 2069, 2981, 6210; L. M. 1932, P• 473. 
10. Code 1906, sec. 2729; Code 1917, sec. 2227; Code 1930, soc. 2076. 
11. Code 1906, sec. 835; Code 1917, soc 641; Code 1930, soc. 636. 
12. Code 1906, sec. 2731; Code 1917, sec. 2230; Code 1930, soc. 2079. 
13. Code 1906, sec. 2754; Code 1917, sec. 2253; Code 1930, soc. 2102. 
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Justice of the Peace 

justice of the peace, see Lamar 9ounty Inventory, PP• 152-156. 

For original reports made by justices of the peace of fines and penal
ties imposed and collected, see entry 107. 

81. JUSTICE OF THE PEA.CE DOCKET-DISTRICT 1, (Lloyd Dillon), 1914--. 4 vols. 
Record and abstract of all pleadings and other papers filed and of all impor
tant acts done in the conduct of criminal and civil cases, including cases 
pertaining to the partition of personal proper_ty, from commencement to termi
nation, und show'ing docket number; names of litigants and of attorneys; cause 
of action and amount involved in civil c~sos; names of State and of def0ndants; 
names of prosecutor for Stut0, of attorneys for defend~nt, nnd offense charged 
in criminal cases; title of euch pleading and pnpor filed; dut0 filed; dnto 
and proof of service on process issuod; dates und terms of hearings; orders 
and rulings of the court; jury verdicts; a.mount of judgment rendered, or cm?unt 
of fine or term of imprisonment imposed; duto of issuance of writs of execution 
and notations of constubles' return on executions; itemization of fees and 
costs, and dates und notices of appouls takon to circuit court. Arr. chron. 
by date of court term. Indexed in vols. alph. by first lotter of surname of 
plaintiff and defendant. Hdw. under ptd. hdg. 480 PP• 18 x 12 x 3. 1 vol., 
1914-22, courthouse attic; 2 vols., 1914-35, ch. cler_k's vo..;, 1 volo, 1936--, 
homG of Lloyd Dillon, 5 miles southwest or Tylertown. 

82. JUSTICE OF THE PEA.CE DOCKET-DISTRICT 2, (!ike County, 1907-09. 1. 
vol. 

Rocord und abstract of all plaadings nnd other papers filed and of all impoF• 
tant nets done in tho conduct of criminal and civil cnsos in district two of 
Piko County, now comprising part of Walthall County. For description of co~
tents, indexing, urrungemont, manner of recording, number of pages and dime~~ 
sions, see entry 81. Courthouse nttic. 

83. JUSTICE OF THE PEA.CE DOCKET-DISTRICT 2, (E.W. Owons),·1914--. 5 
vols, 

Record and ubstract of nll pleadings end other pnpers filod and of nll impof.
tants o.cts done in the conduct of criminn.l o.nd civil cases in district two.:-': 
For doscription of contents, arrangement, indexing, mannor of recording, num
ber of pages and dimensions, see entry 81 .. 3 vols., 1914-35, cho clerk's vi\.;; 
1 vol., 1926-35, courthouse uttic; 1 vol., 1936--, home of E. w. Owens, 2 
miles north of Tylertown. 

840 JUSTICE OF THE PEA.CE DOCKET-DISTRICT 3, f!iko CountiJ, 1909-13. 1 
vcl. 

Record and abstract of nll plctidings nnd other papers filed and cf all impor
tant ~eta done· in tho conduct of criminal and civil cases in district three of 
Pike County, now comprising c.. po.rt of i:Vs.lthc1.ll County. For description of ~:on
tents, arrnngemont, indexing, mnnnor of recording, number cf pages nnd dimen~ 
sions, soc entry 81. Ccurthouso attic. .. 

85. JUSTICE OF THE PEA.CE DOCKET-DISTRICT 3, (Luther Blnckwell), 1914--.•. 
5 vcls. 

Record and abstract of all pleadings and other papers filod and of all impor
tunt.~:n.cts done in tho conduct of criminal and civil cases in district three. 
For description of contents, arrungemont, indexing, munner of recording, n~ber 
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Justic0 of tho Peace (8&-87) 

of pagos and dimonsions, see entry 81. 1 vol., 1914-28, ch. clork 1 s va.; 2 
vols., 1928-35, courthouse attic; 2 vols. 1 1936--, at home of Luther Black
well, RFD1 Tylertown. 

86. JUSTICE OF THE PEACE DOCKET-,DISTRICT 4, {Jessie ~rt. Magoc), 1914--. 
2 vols. 

R0cord and abstract of all pleadings nnd othor papers filed and of all impor~ 
tant acts done in tho conduct of ori-criinal o.nd civil cases ·in district four. · 
For description of contents, arrangement, indexing, manner of recording, num
ber of pages and dimensions, soc entry 81. 1 vol., 1914-26, ch. clerk's va.; 
1 vol., 1927•-, homo of Jessie Vf. ]Kageo, Kokomo. 

87 • JUSTICE OF THE PEACE DOCKET-DISTRICT 5, (Bon C •. Alford), 1930--. 2 
vols. 

Record and abstrnct of all pleudinzs and other papers filed and of all impor
tant acts done in the conduct of orL"'11.inal and civil cases in district five. · 
For description of contents, arrangements, indexing, man~er of recording, num
ber of pages and dimensions, soo entry 81. 1 vol., 1930-35, ch. clerk's va.; 
1 vol., 1936--, homo of Ben c. Alford, Holmosvillo, Piko County. 
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( 88-89) 

VII o GRAND JURY 

The guarnntee of the Ccnstitution of ~ho United States that no_porson 
shall bo held to -answer for a co.pitul or othorwise infn.mous crime, except on 
a presentment or indictment cf a grnnd jury~l is provided for in Mississippi 
insofur us Walthall County is concerned by.tho Constitution of 1890•2 

Tho grand jury wns first convened in N~lthall County August 10, 1914, and 
has functicncd continuously sinco that timo n.t oc.ch term of ceurt devoted to 
criminal mo.tters•3 It is ccmpos3d of not less than 15 nor mere than 20 jurors, 
tho number boing designated by tho court,4 .one of whom is uppointod foremnh 
by tho court.5 Until 1938, grand jurors wore selected from tho first 50 ju
rors drawn from the grc.nd jury punel; sinc9 1938, from tho first 6206 Members 
of the grand jury sorvo for the duraticn of the court, unless dismissed sooner 
by tho judgo.7 

For tho general structurc~l ei.nd functiono.l development or tho grnnd jury, 
see Lnma.r County Inventory, pp~ 149-151. _____ ...,..... ____ ,_ 

Tho rocords of the grand jury, unless otherwise specified, are preserve~ 
by the clerk of the circuit court in his office. 

88. SECRET RECORD OF INDICTMENTS, 1914--. 1 vol, (1). 
Record of indictments a.nd preson·tmonts roturncd by the grr .. nd jury, showing 
venue, name of district attorney, indictment number, dnto returned, n~me of 
indictee, offense cho.rgod:. kind of indictment, no.mes of witnesses testifying_~\ 
dates indictment filod for recording and recordod, signature of clork, name. 
of foreman of grand jury, a.lid signature of district o.ttorneyo 1~rr. chron. by 
date of indictment. No index, Hdw. on ptd. form. 640 pp. 18· x 12 x 3Q· 

For original indict1nonts returned, soe ontry 54. 

89. GRAND JURY DOCKET, 1914--. 2 vols. ( 1, 2). 
Abstrnct records of the proceedings of the grand jury, showing vonuo, dRte 
und court term of pr~coodings, names of State and defendant, name of distric~ 
attornoy, offense cho.rgod~ r~:1.m.e c>f ·witnesses sworn.,, disposition, o.nd renc.rks. 
Arr o· chron. by dc.t0 of hco..ring,. No index. Hdw. en ptd. for::1. 432 pp. 16 x 
11 X 2 • 

For original indictments returned, see entry 54a 

1. Constituticn of the Un.itod States, iU1ondmonts, £;.rt o V" 
2. Const. 1890, secs., 27, 264. 
3. Minutes Circuit CGurt, vol. I, p. 14; sec entry 760 
4. Code 1906, scco 2700; Code 1917, sec. 2193; Code 1930, sec. 2046. 
5. Coda 1906, sec. 2701; Code 1917, soc. 2194; Code 1930, sec. 2047. 
6. Code· 1906, secs. 2694, 2700; Cod0 1917, sec. 2193; Coda 1930, secs. 

2039, 2046; L. 1.r. 1938, PP• 657-658. 
7. Codo 1906, SCCo 2701; Code 1917, soc. 2194; Code 1930, soc. 2047. 
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(Next entry 90 p. 78) 

VIII. DISTRICT ATTORNEY 

'Vial thall Coun-L-y, on its establishment in 1914, 1 '\Vas assigned to tho four-· 
te:;nth circuit court district,,2 nnd tho district att~rnoy of tho district a.s
sun1cd his duties in tho county and in tho circuit court of the county. The 
office has functioned continuously since thnt time in the county o.nd in tho 
circuit court district to which Yval thn.11 County hr~s bc::·=n ntta.chod. 3 

The office is constitutiona.l, 4 n.nd tho dist~ict n.ttornoy is cloctod for 
u four-year torm5 by tho qunlifiod olcctors of the district nt the gonoral 
oloctions for Stato, district, county, and county-district officors. 6 

For tho goncro.l structurn.l l:~nd functional development of tho office of 
dis"l~rict c.ttorncy1 so,:; La.mar County Inventory, PP• 158-161. ---- ' .. -- -----

Tho district nttornoy is not required to koop uny ponnanont records. 
I-Iov-rover, u calcndn.r of criminal ce.sos o:t issue is prepared for his use, soc 
on-cry 57. For other rocords rcluting to tho office of district o.t-tornoy, seo 
entries 54, 88, 89. 

1. L. M. 1914, P• 483. _ 
2. Seo "Circuit Court," P• 63. 
3. Ibid.; Code 1906, soc. 2694; Codo 1917, sec. 2186; Code 1930, sec. 2039. 

4. Const. 1890, soc. 174. 
5. Code 190G, soc. 3456; Code 1917, soc. 2794; Godo 1930. soc. 2881. 
6. Code 1906, sec. 4140· , Codo lSl 7, SCCo 6774; Code 1930, SGC • 6210. 
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(Noxt entry 90,p. 78) 

IX. COUNTY PROSECUTING A.TTORJ.~EY 
! 

-
The office of county prosecuting attorney was ostablishod in Walthall 

County by tho creating ~ots of 1910, 1~12, and 1914.1 The first offieer was 
appointed by the governor A.pril 16, 19l0, and again on April 25, 1914, but 
the Q~fice was not regularly filled until an attorney was elected at the gen
eral elections in November 1915, and sworn into office in January 1916.2 This 
officer is elected by the qualified voters of the county every four years at 
the general elections for State, distr!ct, county, and county-district offi
cerso3 The office of county prosecuti~g attorney has functioned continuously 
in the county since its ostablishment.i 

For a general discussion of the office, see The Historical Records Sur
vey, Inventory of ~ho Counti Archives 2£_ Mississippi, Mo. 18, Forrost County, 
Jackson, 1938, pp. 62-63. 

The county attornGy is required to keep no permanent records. For re
cords relating to this office, see antrios 

---------------- ---------
1. L. Mo 1910, P• 278; L. M. 1912·, PP• 415-422; L. M. 1914, po 483. 
2. Register of Connnissions, Sto.te, County, o.nd Municipal, 190.6, in offico 

of Secretary of State, New Capitol, Juckson, P• 337; ibid., p. 341. 
See £tlso "Historicc~l Sketch.," p. 7. 

3. L. M. 1910, p~ 96; Le M. 1916, po 346; Code 1917, secsp 691. 6774; 
Code 1930, secs. 2881, 4220, 6210 

4. Ibid . 
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X. SHERIFF 

The office of sheriff was establis~ed in Walthall County by the creating 
acts of 1910 and 1912, under the provisions of the Constitution of 1890, and 
has functioned in the county since its organization in 1914. The Governor 
appointed a sheriff April 16, 1910, but.the office was not filled until the 
county was declared organized in 1914 w.nen tho sheriff msde bond and was sworn 
into office May 4, 1914. 2 The sheriff ~as not r~gularly olacted until Novem
ber 1915 and wus sworn into office January 1916 • 

. , 

The Constitution of 1890 provides ~hat tho sheriff be elected fa-a four
year term, prohibits him from immad~ately succ~oding himsolf in office, but 
gives the Legislature authority to determine the manner of eloctionG 4 The 
Legislaturo has prescribed that tho sheriff bo Gloctad by the qualified elec
tors of the county at tha general olaotions for th~ State, district, county, 
and county-district officors.5 

.• 

For the general structural and functional development of the office of 
sheriff, see lfl~ pountr !n:y,~tory, PP• 162-164. 

Unless otherwiso specified, the records of the sheriff are kept in hia ... 
office or vault. For a record of the receipts and diabureamonts of tho offid-e 
of sheriff, soe entry 102. 

The sheriff also serves as ox officio tax collactor.6 

Process Doc keta 

90. MESNE PROCESS DOCKET, 1914--. 8 vols. (1-8). 
Abstract record of all writs, except exocutions r~coivad by tho shoriff for 
service, including writs of certiorari, writs of capias pro finem, aupersodeas, 
de lunatico inquirondo, habeas corpus, mandamus, injunction, inquiry, vonire:· 
facias juratores, subpena ad testificadum, subpena duces tecum, attachment, 
sequestration, garnishment, replevin, restitution, and Showing names of plain
tiff and defendant, docket number, court of issue; date writ received, kind of 
writ, names. of attornoys fer plaintiff and £or defe,ndant, amount of judgment, 
date of rendition, rato of intarost, amount of interaat due, total of costs 
and fees due, dates writ received, executod- and returned, amount of monoy m&da. 
Arr. chron. by dato received. Indoxod alph, by namo of plaintiff. Hdw. on: 
ptd. form. Av. 213 PP• 18 x 12 x 2. 

For copies of original process received and served, see entries 

le Const. 1890, sec. 135; Code 1906, seco 4660; L. Me 1910, pa 278; L. M. 1912 
pp$ 415-422; Lo Mo 1914, p~ 483; Code 1917, seco 3077; Code 1930, sac. 3306. 

2o Official Bond Record, vole I, P• 7; Register of Commissionss StatG, County, 
am Municipal. 1906, in office of Secretary of State, New Capitol, Jackson, 
Pe 337. See nHistorical Sketch,H Po 7. 

3e 1lli.•, 1912, P• 341. 
4o Const~ 1890, secc 135• 
5. Code 1906, socs. 3456, 4139, 466o; Code 1917, socso 2794; Code 1930, aecrii. 

2881, 3306, 6210~ 
60 See "Sheriff as Tax Collect·Jr," P• 84, 



Sheriff - Warrants (91-93) 

91.. EXECUTION DOCKET, 1914--. ·· 1 vol. (1) II 

Sheriff's record of writs of execution received for service in cases filed 
and filed and tried in chancery, circuit and justice of the peace courts, 
showing names of litigants, docket number of each case, names of attorneys 
for litigants, amount of judgments rendered, date and court of rendition, 
rate of interest, amount of interest due, amount of costs and fees, total 
amount due, date writs received, executed and returned, and amount of money 
made. Arr. chron. by date writ received. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 
320 PP• 18 x 12 x 3. 

For copies of original writs of execution received and served, sec en
tries 44, 54. 

92. JAIL DOCKET 1 1914--. 2 vols. ( 1, 2) • 
Record of connnitment of prisoners to jail, showing namo of prisoner, kind of 
writ oonnnitting prisoner and date received, court of conviction, title of off __ i
cer ·rssuing writ or making arrost, date prisoner received, dates of arrest and 
commitment, offense for which committed, order and authority for commitment, 
amount of bail granted, amount of time servod, reason for releaso or discharge, 
receipt of officer of penitentiary for prisoners sentenced and committed to 
penitentiary, ugc nnd sex or prisoner, physical description and identifying 
marks., if anyJ do.to of delivery of convict to road contractor or to other au
thorized agont in charge of county road work, date or termination of sentence, 
time added for escaping or attempts to oscape, date of final rolouso, warrant 
for rolense1 wages creditod to prisoner for work on county roads. Arr. chron. 
by date of commitment. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 215 PP• 18 x 15 x 2. 

vVarrants 

93. DETENTION '\VA.Rru-.NTS, 1914--. 4 vols. 
Duplicate copies or detontion warrants issued by the sheriff to persons given 
custody of prisoners., showing- name of prisoner, name of sheriff., date commitil~• 
date given over to custody, offense charged, court of conviction, sentence im
posed, list of fines, fees and costs, tot?;tl timo in jail, da.t0 received. Ar:r. 

... 1 
chrono by dti.to com .. mitted. No indox" Hdw. on ptd. form. 165 PP• 16 x 6 x :11. 



- ao· -

(Next entry 94, P• 82) 

XI. CORONER 

The office of coroner was establis~ed in Walthall County by the creating 
acts of 1910 and 1912, under the provis~ons of tho Constitution of 1890, and 
has functioned in the county since its organization in 1914.1 The Governor 
appointed a coroner April 25; 1914, who~as sworn into office May 4, 1914, 
when he made bonc;l, 2 to: serva·,until tht:J ~gon&rol .;eil.ections wore held ip llovem• 
ber 1915 and the elected officers sworn into office January l, 1916.3 

.. 

The Constitution of 1890 provides that the coroner be elected for a term 
of four yiars and givos the Legislature authority to determine the method of 
election. The Legislatura has prescrib~d that the coroner be elected by the 
qualified electors of the county at tho general elections for State, district, 
county, and county-district officara.5 

For the general structural and functional development of the office or 
coroner, soe &amar ~~nty Invontorx, PP• 177~178. No rocords of the coroner 

! I w 

were locatod in Walthall Oounty. 

1$ Const. 1899, sec. 135; Code 1906, sec. 880; L. M. 1910, P• 278; L. M. 1912, 
PP• 415-422; L. M. 1914, P• 483; Code 1917, sec. 4047; Code 1930, sec. 638. 

2. L. M. 1914, p. 483; Rcgistor -of Commissions, State·, County and Municipf.l, . 
1906, •in.:oi'f'iaa of Seoretacy~o:r.state .• Naw C~pit.ol.. Jtjckson, P• 337; Official 
Bond Rocord, vol. I, p. 10; See entry 33. See also "Historical Sketch," p • 7• 

3. Register of Commissions, 2a• ~U•, 19129 P• 341. 
4. Const. 1890, sec. 135. 
5. Code 1906, secs. 3456, 4140; Code 1917, secs. 2794, 6774; Code 1930, secs. 

2881, 6210. . 
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(Next entry 94, po 82) 

XII. CONSTaBLES 

Tho office of constable was established in each of the five supervisors' 
and justice of the peace districts of Walthall County by the creating acts of 
1910 and 1912 as prescribed by the Constitution of 1890. These offices have 
functioned continuously since its organization in 1914.1 

The Constitution of 1890 provides that constables shall be chosen by dis
tricts for a four-year term, but gives the Legislature power to determine the 
method of selection.2 The Legislature has prescribed that.constables shall be 
elected by districts at the general elections for State, district, county, '.and 
county-district officers .. 3 

The Constitution of 1890 provides that a competent number or constables 
be chosen in each county by districts.4 Statute law requires that one con~ 
stable to be chos0n in each district for tho election of justices of the poaco 
and empowers the board of supervisors to provido for the eloction of addition
al constables in any district, not to exceed the number of justices of tho 
poaco provided for in the districtu5 

For the general structural and functional dcvclopmont of the office of 
constable, seo Lamar County Inventory, PP• 179-181. 

Constables are not required to keep any permanent rocords, and no records 
for constablos woro found in Walthall County. 

1. Consto 1830, sec. ~.71,; Code 1906!. sec, 829; 1. )1. 1914.9 P• 483; See 
nu• t · 1 .. ;, 1 

• ii ,., ., :i •·91r-: 635 Cd 1 930 630 u.lSJ0~1r,j2.~ i.:-:CO\-;,..J.:1 .. pt' 1; \._,OQG .1 I, sec. ; 0 OJ.. , sec. ~ 

3. Coci~ 1006, secs. 829, 3456, 4140; Code 1917, sacs. 635, 2794, 6774; 
Co10 1930, secs. 630, 2881, 2610. 

4. Constw 1890, sec. 171. 
5. Code 1806, sec. 829; Coda 1917, sec. 635; Code 1930, sec. 630. 
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XIIIo TAX ASSESSOR 

The office of tax assessor was established in Walthall County by the 
ere-a.ting acts of 1910 and 1912., under tI+e provisions of the Constitution of 
1890, and has functioned in the county since its organization in 1914. 1 The 
Governor appointed a tax assessor April ·16, 1910, but the office was not fill
ed until the county was declared organized in 1914 when the assessor made bond 
and was sworn into office May 4, 1914.2 The tax assessor was not regularly 
elected until November 1915 and was sworn into office January 1916.3 

'rhe Constitution of 1890 provides that the assessor be elected f.or a four
year term and gives the Legislature aut~ority to determine the manner of elec
tion.4 The Legislature has prescribed that the tax assessor be elected by the 
qualified electors of the county at the general elections for Sta·te, district, 
county, and county-district officers.5 

For the general structural and functional development of the office or 
tax assessor., see I.amar 9Junty Inventory, pp. 182-188. 

94. LAND ASSESSMENTS, 1937--. 36 vols. 
Original lists of taxable real property, returned to the ·tax assessor by per
sons liable for ·taxation, showing name and post office address., beat number, 
school district, and road district of residence, lot and block numbers or di
vision of section, survey., addition, or subdivisions, section, township and 
range, owner's total valuation, value of leases, permits, reservations, and 
other interests owned separately fran surface ownership, valuation of land, 
buildings, and improvements in cities, towns, and villages, class and detail
ed description of buildings and improvements, tax assessor's valuation and as
ses~ZtJ.Qlnt·, detailed plat· of homestead., date of return and amount of exemption: 
claimed., affidavit of taxpayer, and attestation of tax assessor, tax assessor·1 s 
computation and remarks. Arro numor. by no. of political subdivision. No in~ 
dex. Hdw, on ptd. form. 300 pp. 14 x l0·x 2o Cir. clerk's off. 

95. PERSONAL ASSESSMENTS, 1937--. 27 vols. 
Original lists of taxable personal property returned to the tax assessor by 
persons liable for taxation, showing name and post office address, locution of 
property, beat number, nam6 of municipality, school district, and road district 
of residence, occupation or business of taxpayer, poll tax charge, race, sex, 
and age of taxpayer, road tax churgo, und reason not liable~ affidavit of tax
payer, attestation of tax assessor, date of return, classes and detailed de-_. 
ocription of property reported, including motor vehicles, valuation by taxpayer, 

lo Const. 1890, SOCo 135; Code 1906, sec. 115; L. M. 1910, P• 278; L. M. 1912, 
pp. 415-422; L. M. 1914, P• 483; Code 1917, sec. 3459; Code 1930, sec. 100. 

2. Official Bond Record, volo 1, p. 10, entry 33; Register of Commissions, 
State, County, and Municipal, 1906, in office of Secretary of State, New·~, 
Capitol, Jackson, p. 337. See "Historical Sketch, n p. 7. .. 

3. Register of Commissions, op. cito, 1912, p. 3410 See "Historical Sketch~" --- --P• 7. 
4. Const. 1890., sec. 135. 
5. Code 1906, socs, 3456, 4140; Code 1917, secs. 3794, 6774; Code 1930, secs. 

2881, 6210. 
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Tax Assessor 

valuation by tax assessor, and rem.arks. 
division. No index~ Hdw. on ptd. form. 
offo 

(Next entry 96, P• 84) 

Arr. numer. by no. of political sub-
500 pp. 12 x 10 x 3. Cir. clerk's 
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(96-98) 

XIV. SEERIFF AS TAX COLLECTOR 

The office of sheriff o.s te.x collector ·was ostn.blishod in Vfo.ltha.11 Coun
ty in 1914 with tho csta.blishmcnt of tho office of sheriff ,1 since tho sheriff, 
by la.w, is the ox officio tax collootor.2 

For the general structural Qnd functional development of.tho office of 
sheriff c.s ta.x collector, soc ~~:!. £_aunty ~nvontor_y:_, PP• 189-198. 

To.x Receipts 

96. TAX RECEIPTS, 1914--. 220 vols. 
Duplicri.to copies of receipts issuod to to.xpnyers in settlement of ronl and por
so1~tl· proporty ~~xcs assessed and due, including Stato and county nd w.lorom 
tnxos, school district~ rond district~ nnd dog taxes, and taxes for creating 
sinking funds to service county bonds, shov1ing rocoipt numbor., your for which 
taxos duo 1 do.to rocoipt issuod~ if to.xos po.id, ·na.1nc of taxpayer, totc~l umount 
of tnxos duo in en.ch clo.ss of c.ssoss-m.ent~ legal description of real proporty, 
nnd signnturo of tux collector. Also cont~ins: Poll To.x Receipts, 1914-34, 
entry 98. Arr. nurnor. by receipt no~ No index. Edv,r. on ptd. form. Av.· 350 
PP• 18 x 11 x 2. 59 vols., 1914-26, cir, clerk's vn.; 63 vols., 1915-30, ::·· 
courthouse o. ttic; 82 vols., 1926, 1929-37 ~ ch. clerk's vs..; 16 vols., 1938-·-, 
sheriff's off. 

For duplico.to copies of poll to.x receipts 1935--, sec entries 127, 128. 

97. ROAD TAX RECEIPT BOOK, 1914-34. 93 vols. 
Duplicnte copios of receipts issu0d to persons electing to pay commutation 
road tuxes in li0u of working on rends, showing receipt number~ dnto receipt 
issued, name of taxpnycr~ amount of taxes pnid, residence of taxpayer by nnmo 
of taxing district, o.nd signature of tfl.x collector. Arr. numor. by receipt 
no. nnd chron. thereunder by dcto issued. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 166 
PP• 12 x 10 x l. 62 vols., 1914-29, cir. clerk's vu.; 16 vols • ., 1929, 19~5°:1-
32, ch. clerk's va.; 14 vols.~ 1930~ 1933-34, courthouse attic. 

98. POLL TAX RECEIPTS, 1935--. 24 vols. 1914-34 in Tax Receipts, en-
try 96. 

Duplicate copies of rocoipts issued for tho payment of poll taxcsJ shoirring --~
your for which taxes due., receipt number., page and line of record of assess·;.. 
mont in Personal Rolls (entry 28), pln.co und do.to of payment, no.mo., nddrcss, 
o.nd voting precinct c,f taxpayer, o.1nount of tax pnid., and signai;'l,_lre of sheriff 
as ta.x colloc·cor. Arr. numer. by receipt no. nnd··chron. thereunder by da.te 
issued~ Uo indox. Rdw. on ptd. form. Av. 125 pp. lf>d2 x 9 3/4 x 1½. 23. 
vols • ., 1935-39., cir. clerk's vr..._; l vol., 1940--., sheriff's off. 

For receipts for payment of poll to.x 1914-34, sec o ntry 95; for duplicel te 
copies of poll tt'..X receipts 1935--, sec entry 126. 

--------·---------
1. L. M. 1914, P• 483. For tho pr0sont status of the office of sheriff., tho 

mothod of selection, nnd the terrn of office, sec "Sheriff, u P• 780 
2. Codo·l906, soc. 4696; Code 1917, soc. 3110; L. M. 1926, PP• 304-305; Code 

1930, sec. 3341. 
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Sheriff as Tax Collector - Register of Motor Vehicles; 
Cash Books and Ledgers 

99. ROAD A.ND BRIDGE PRIVILEGE TAX LICENSES, 1914--. 25 vols. 

( 99-103) 

Duplicate copies of receipt-licenses issue4 in payment of road and bridge , 
privilege taxes, showing type of vehicle, ~otor number, amount of taxes paid, 
year for which taxes due, name of state an4 county, receipt and tag number, 
name and address of licensee, make, nge, kind, model, and year of vehicle, 
voting precinct of licensee, estimated val9e of vehicle, date receipt issued, 
signature of tax collector, and counter-signature of state auditor of public 
accounts. Arr. numer. by recoipt-license ~o. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 
60 PP• 12 x 9 x ½• 18 vols., 1914-26, cii. clerk's vu.; 6 vols., 1927-38, 
courthouse attic; 1 vol., 1939--, sheriff'~ off. 

\ r 
lOOo RECORD OF PRIVILEGE TAX LIC~SES UIRD, GAME.AND FISH FUND, 1926-32. 

27 vols. Discontinued bocauso law of 1932 gave Stut0 Gurne and Fish 
Commission authority to regulQto issuance of hunting and fishing li
censes und the Commission has appointod u wnrdon to issue the li
censcsc 

Carbon copies of licenses issued and privileging individuals to hunt, fish, 
trap o.nd seino, show-ing license number, date issued, no.me and add~ess or li
censoo, amount of license puid, expir~tion date of licens0, and signature of 
tux collector. Arr. num0r. by license number. No index. Hdwo on ptd. form. 
100 pp .. 16 X 12 X 1~. 

Register of Motor Vehicles 

101. MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTER, 1914--. 14 vols. 
Record of automobile and motor vehicle licenses issued, showing d&te, numbor, 
namo of owner, rosidence, type of vohiclo, motor number, model, horsepower, 
carrying capacity, date doliverod, amount of tug, amount of taxes paid, dam
agos, total, duto paid, and signature or tax collector. Arr. numor. by tng 
numboro No indexo Hdw. on ptd. form. 150 PP• 18 x 12 x 1. 

Cash Books nnd L0dgors 

102. TAX COLLECTORS CASH, 1914--. 20 vols. Title vurios: Tax Collectors 
Co.sh Book, 1919-21, 1 vol. .. 

Do.ily record of to..xes collected by tho sheriff as ta.x collector, show"ing nr~me 
of porson puying taxes, year for which taxes due, amount paid, date of payment, 
receipt number in Tax Rocoipts (entry 96), Poll Tnx Receipts (entry 98), and 
Road nnd Bridge Privilogo Tax Receipts (ontry 99), de.to issued, fund dobitod,, 
sub-totals und totals, gross amount of taxes collected, net amount of taxes 
po.id into Stnte and county treusurios and date of each entry. Arr. chron. by 
do.to of daily entries. No indox. Hdw. on ptd. form. 130 pp. 19 x 16 x 1~. 
14 vols., 1914-34, attic; 2 vols,, 1926-27, ch. clerk's vn.o; 4 vols., 1935~~, 
sheriff's off. :.·· 

103. TJ\.X COLLECTORS ROlJ) TAX Ci"SH, 1914-34. 6 vols. Discontinued because 
of repeal of rond commutation tux lnw. 

Daily record of taxes collected by sheriff ns tax collector from persons elect
ing to pay commutation road taxos in lieu of working on county roads, showi,ng 
no.me o.nd address of porson paying tax, receipt numbor, date issued, amount ·-po.id! 
rosidonco of taxpayer by number of supervisors' district or bo~t und by name of 
roud taxing district. Arr. chron. by dute of dnily ontrieso No index. Hdw. 
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Sheriff as Tax Collector - Reports (104-105) 

on ptd. form. 238 PP• 18 x 12 x 1. 4 vols., 1914-19, ch. clerk's va.; 1 
vol.~ _1920-25, cir. clerk's v-a.; 1 vol.~ 1925-33., courthouse attic, 1 vol.:, 
1934• sheriff's off. 

104. RECORD OF STATE PRIVILEGES, 1914--. 2 vols. (1, 2). 
Rocord of licenses issued privileging individuals to pro..ctice n profession or 
engage in business and privilocing corporations, joint stock compo.nies, volun
tary associations, and other business concerns to 0ngago in business, showing 
liccnso number, no.rno o.nd a.ddres2 of lice_nsco, date license issued, typo rif 
profession or business licensed, expiration do.to of license., ondorsomont of 
Sto.to Auditor of Public Accounts that nccounts o.ro correct and thnt amounts 
hc.vo been po.id into Stnto treasury. Ar·r. numor. by license no. nnd chron. 
thoroundor by do.to license isr;ucd. No index" Edv1. on ptd. form. 150 PP• 
18 x 11 x 1. 1 vol., 1914-30, courthouse attic; 1 vol., 1931--, sheriff's 
ott • 

Ronorts 

105 ft S-=:..-ERT?FS !11IC'NTII:::.,Y L.EPOR.TS., 19 24--, 2 vols. 
Duplica ~~:J 'Ju~ ios ,:1f mc:L~_-:J,.l;,,:- r~ports· 1ne..do b:t the sheriff as tux col loc tor to 
tho clerk of tho boo.rd 0f ~-~pervisors as auditor, of funds ccllccted r..nd de~ 
posited in tho county depository., sho1-ring dr:.tc of report, toto.l tuxes collcct
od, total amounts dcduct~d, numbers of receipt-warrants issued by county de
pository., D.nd certifier .. tion of sheriff as ta.x collector. Arr. chroJ1. by date 
report ma.de. No index. Hdvv. on ptd. form. 105,pp. 17 x 9-~· x 1. Sheriff's· 
off. 

For original reports, soo entry 2. 
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(Next entry 106, p. 88) 

XV. CLERK OF THE CID.\NCERY COURT AS TREA.SURER 

The office of treasurer was established in Vfaltha.11 County by the creat
ing acts of 1910 and 1912, under ·the provisions of the Constitution of 1890, 
and connnenced to function hpril 2$, 1914, when the county was declared organ
ized.1 The office functioned until it was abolished by a constitutional a
mendnent approved by popular vote:in 1922 and made a part of the Constitution 
in 1924.2 The treasurer was eleo~ed for a four-year term by the qualified 
electors of the county at the general elections for State, county, district, 
and county-district officors,3 an4 was prohibited by the Constitution from 
immediately succeod-ing himself' o~.::the sheriff in off'ica.4 The amendment~ in 
abolishing tho offfco, specified :thnt the dutios formerly imposed upon tho 
treasurer should bo discharged by~: som0 porson or persons selected us rcquir0d 
by law.5 In 1932, t~o Logislnturo enacted o. law roquiring tho clerk of the 
chc~ncory court in his ca.po.city of clork of tho board of supervisors o.s audi
tor in counties having county depositories to perform the formor duties of 
the treo.surcr oxcopt tho duty of ~ocoiving o.nd. disbursing money.6 As Yvaltho,11 
County has had regulnrly designntod depositorios since its ostablishmont in .. 
1914, the clerk of the chancery court of tho county hus assumod tho formor 
duties of tho treasurer. For- the _structur~l und functional dovolopmont of 
tho office or troasuror, see tumar County Inventory, pp. 202-206 • ... ___ ............. ----- ------

The lnw of 1932 which guve this officinl tho former dutios of the trea~~ 
uror, nlso requiros him to bo custodinn of nll books, records, und papors of. 
the treE'1.S uror. 7 

________ ,.____..__.,_ _,.,...._.._._... ______ ______ 

1. Const. 1890, socs. 135, 138; t. u .. 1910, P• 278; t. M. 1912 1 PP• 415-
422; L. M. 1914, P• 483; Register of Cornmissions 1 Stnto,,-county, and 
municip~l, 1906, in office of Secretary of Stcto, Now Cnpitol, Juckson~ 
P• 337; ibid., 1912, P• 341. 

2. Const. 1890, sec. 135; L. M~ 1922, P• 144; L. M. 1924, P• 189. Because 
of the establishment by the law of 1912 of county dopositories in all 
countios (L. J{. 1912 1 PP• 286-287; Code 1917., sec. 4156), the office of;· 
treasuror from 1914 to 1924 in Wnlthall County vms not an import~nt 
phruse of county government. The treusurer's princip~l duties of ro
coiving and disbursing money wore dolegated to the depository with the 
result thnt the office was more or less nominal. 

3o Const. 1890, sec. 135; Code 1906, secs. 3456, 4140; Code 1917, secs. 
2794, 6774. 

4 • C on st • 18 90 , sec • 13 5 • 
5 • Ibid o ; L • M • 192 2 , p • 144 ; L • liI. 192 4 , p ,. 18 9 • 
6. L. M~ 1932, p. 514. For the estublishmont of the office of clerk of tho 

chancery court, sec "Chancery Court.," P• 56. For the establishment of 
tho office of clerk of tho bonr9- of supervisors as r:1.udi tor, soo "Clerk -
of tho Board of Supervisors o.s l~udi tor," po 88 o 

7. L. :M" 1932, P• 514,, 
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(106-108) 

XVI. CI.ERK OF THE BO~"qD OF SUPEll.VISORS AS l~UDITOR 

The office of clerk of_the board of supervisors as auditor was estabish-
3d in Walthall County in 1914 with the establishment of the office of clerk of 
the chancery court., 1 as this official is the ex officio clerk of the board of 
supervisors, and tho clerk of tho board of supervisors is the ex officio audi
tor. This office has functioned o~ntinuously since its cstablishm0nt.2 

For tho general structural and functional development of the office of 
clork of tho board of supervisors as auditor, see IArnar County I~vo?tory, pp. 
207-212. ~ 

Tho records of auditor are kept in tho chancery clerk's vault, unless 
othorwiso specified. 

Cash Roooipts 
{See also entries 20-23, 96-100, 102-104) 

Reports 

106. TRF.A.SUREHS DOCKET, 1914-15. 1 vol. (1). . . 
Recorded copies of monthly reports of rocoipts and disbursements of county a.nd 
county-district funds, made by the troasuror to tho board of supervisors, s4bw~
ing date of report, period covorod, dates, sourcos, and amounts of receipts,~;~ 
names of funds debited, total rcooipts, dates, amounts, and '1fe.rrant number of 
disbursomonts, na.mos of payees, na.mos of funds debited, total receipts, dates, 
amounts, and lJllrrnnt numbers of balances, oath of treasurer. and approved by 
boa.rd or supervisors. Arr. ohron. by dato of report. Indexod alph. by namci~ 
of fund. Hdw. on ptd. form. 590 PP• 18 x 12 x 3. 

For original reports, sec entry 2. 

107. ~POSIT ORY STATEMENT§Z, 1937--. 12 file boxes. 1914-- 36 in /Jan-
ccllod CountyWarrant!7, ontry 118. 

Original monthly reports or receipts and disbursements of county and county~,· 
district funds, made by county dopositorics to tho board of supervisors. show
ing name of depository, dato of report, period covered, dates. sources, and 
amounts of receipts rocoivod for deposit, names of funds debited; total re
ceipts; nnd dates~ amounts, and·warrant numbers of disbursements, namos of 
payoos. no.mes of funds credited• totnl disbursement, balnncos, and oath of 
reporting official of depository, ~nd approval of board of supervisors. 

· 108. JUSTICE OF THE PEACE REPORTS, 1933-38. 1900 docum0nts in l file b~. 
1914-32, 1939-- in Proceedings of tho Board cf Supervisors, ontry 2_·. 

Original reports mo.do quarterly until 1932 and monthly since 1932 by justice·s 
of tho pea.co of fines and penalties· imposed and collocted., sho,,ving date of 

L. M. 1914, P• 483. 
Code 1906, soc. 347; Code 1917, sec. 3720; Code 1930~ sec. 295. For tho 
cst{\blishmont· of the office of the clerk of the chancory court, its pres-
ent statusJ tho mothod of soloction, and tor1n of office~ soc "Chancery 
Court, u p. 56. -· 



Clerk of the Board of Supervisors as 
Auditor - Claims 

(109-112) 

report, period covered, dates, fines, and penalties imposed, names of persons 
from whom payment received, amount of fines and penalties imposed, e.mounts 
collected, amounts deposited in county depository, and certification of jus
tices of the peace. Arr. chronu by date of report. No indexo Hdw. on ptd. 
form. 11 x 5 x 14~ 

109. CIRCUIT CL-~RK'S REPORTS, 1933-38 •. 200 reports in 1 file box. 1914-
32, 1939-- in Proceedings of tho Board of Supervisors, entry 2. 

Original copies of monthly reports made by--.' the clerk of the circuit court to 
the clerk of the board of supervisors as aµditor of fees collected, showing 
date of report, period covered, itemization of fees collected, total amount 
of fees collected, amount of sal~ry deducted, certification of clerk. krr. 
chron. by date of report. No index. Hdw. · on ptd.. formo 11 x 5 x 14. 

Ba.nk Deposits 

110. RECEIVE -vvlJtRfillTS, 1914--. 11 vols. 
Stubs and duplicate copies of warrants issued by the clerk of the board of 
supervisors as auditor authorizing the sheriff us tax collector and other 
officers to deposit funds to tho credit of tho county, showing receivo war
rant number, date issued, sources and amoUiits of. depositsJ funds to which 
allocated, totals, and signaturos of the c~erk und of the officer making the 
deposit. l~rr. num.er. by warrant no. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 225 PP• 
15 X 8·7J X 1. ~ 
County Bonds (See entry 1) 

111. BOND REGISTER, 1916--. 2 vols. 
Register of coupon bonds issued by the board of supervisors for the construc
tion and maintenance of county and county-district schools, ro&ds, and bridges, 
public buildings, and other public works and improvements, showing volume and 
page of order of issuance in Minutes Board of Supervisors ( entry 1), name of 
bond issuo, date and purpose, total amount of issue, serial numoer of eac~ 
bond,~date issued, names or purchasers, denominations of bondsJ rate of iµter
est, amount of coupons, dates principal and intorost payments duo, dates pf 
coupons, maturity datos, datas or coupon payments, dutos bonds redeomod in 
full, and cancolod. Arr. chrono by date or bond issuo and numor. thoreunder 
by bond no. No index. Hdv1. on ptd. form. 1.~v. 100 ppo 14 x 8-h x 3/40 

Claims 
(Sec also 0ntri0s 1, 2, 118, 120) 

112. DOCKET OF CIJ~IMS, 1914--. 5 vols. (1-5). 
Record of claims, demands, and accounts filed against the county, for judicial 
and school expenses, for services rendered, supplies, materials, and equipment 
furnished county offices and d0part1n0nts, for dr..mages and other obligations, 
showing claim number assigned by tho clerk, ne..me of claimant, a.mount claimed··, 
do.to f'ilod, de.to and purpose of claim, disposition., and voiume and page of re
cord of' claims allowed in Minutes of the Board of Supervisors, entry 1. 1-,.rr.. 
chron. by date of meeting und numer, thereunder by claim no. No index. Hdw. 
on ptd. form. 500 PP• 18 x 12 x 21. 



Clerk of the Board of Supervisors as 
l~udi tor - Disbursements 

Disbursements 
' 

Warrants 

113. GENERAL FUND VUJIBt~TS, 1914--. 8 vols. 

(113-118) 

Stubs and duplicate copies of warrants issued in payment of approved claims 
for judicial expenses, for services rendered, supplies, materials, and equip
ment furnished county offices and departments, for damages and other obliga
tions, showing claim number in Docket ·or Claims ( entry 112), warrant number 
in Cash Receipts and Disbursements (entry 119), date issued, amount of war
rant, name of payee, purpose for which~issued, name of fund credited, volume 
and page of reference Minutes of Board~of Supervisors (entry 1), und signature 
of clerko .Also contains: Pauper Fund·Wa.rrants., 1914-27, entry 116. li..rr. 
nurner. by warrant no. and ohron. thereunder by date issued. No index. Hdw. 
on ptd. form. 250 pp. 15 x 15 x 1~. 

114. R0JJJ FUND WJJli.~TS, 1914--. 8 vols. 
Stubs and carbon copies of warrants issued for construction and maintenance of 
county roads and bri~ges. For description of contents, arran~ement, indexing 
und nature of recording, seo entry 113. 200 pp. 15 x 15 x 12 • 

115. PENSIONWA.RRL\.NTS, 1914-40. 5 vols. Discontinued April 1, 1940. 
Warrnnts now issued by State Department of Public Welfareo 

Stubs of warr~nts issued to Confederate soldiers, sailors and/or widows or 
servants of Confederate soldiers and sailors, showing date of quarter, war
rant number, amount, to whom issued, day, month and year issued, and signa
ture of pensioner. ~rr. numer. by warrant no. and chron. thereunder by date 
of issuance. No index. Hdw. on ·ptd. form. 400 PP• 17 x 14 x 1. 

116. P.u.UPER FUND 1"1.£:.RRANTS, 1928--. 4 vols. 1914-27 in General Fund 1Var-
rants, entry· 113. 

Stubs of wurrants issued in distribution of pauper's fund to the_poor and in
digent of the county, showing warrant number, volume and po.ge of Minutes Board 
of Supervisors (entry 1), date issued, to whon1 pnid, no.mo of fund, purpose,: 
amount, date received, signature of payee. A.rr. numer, by warrant no. nnd 
chron. thereunder by date issued. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 300 PP• 15 
X 14 X l;;. ~ 

117. SCHOOL Wl\.RRu.NTS, 1914•-• 47 vols. Title varies: Spocial School 
Warrants, 1914--, 2 volso; Teachers Warrants, 1914-36, 3 vols.; 
School Fund Warrants, 1936-39, 6 vols. 

Stubs of warrants issued in ~a~ent of teachers salaries, transportation con
tracts, repairs on schools, janitor and other services rendered in county 
schools, showing warr~nt nu.~ber, amount, date, nnme of puyee, volume and page 
in Register of Pay Certificates (en~ry 144), on what account drawn, purpose, 
month of school term, name of school, by whom received. hrr. number. by wr~r
rant no. and chron. thereunder b~ date warrant issued. No indox. Hdw. on 
ptd. form. 200 pp. 18 x 12 x 15. 38 vols., 1914-35, courthouse attic; 9 
vols., 1936--, oh. clerk's v~. 

118. @·J~CELLED COUNTY Vll~R.i.~-1.NTq, 1914-,-. 47 file boxes. 
Original warrants issued in puyment of claims, po.id o.nd cc~nceled and roturnetl 
by county dopository to clerk of the board of supervisors as auditor, showing 
cl~im number in Docket of Claims (entry 112), vro.rrnnt number in Cash Receipt§ 

·,. 



- 91 -

Clerk of the Board of Supervisors as 
Auditor - Ledgers 

(119-120) 

and Disbursements (entry 119), date issued, amount of warrant, name of payee, 
purpose for which issued, name of fund credited, signature of clerk of the 
board of supervisors as auditor, endorsement of payee, cancelation by deposi
tory, and date of payment and cancelation. Also contains: L})epository State
mentij. 1914-36, entry 107. Arr. numer. by warrant no. No index. Hdw. on 
ptd. form. 35 file boxes, 10 x 5 x 18, courthouse attic; 12 file boxes, 10 x 
4} x 18, ch. clerk's va • .... 

Ledgers 

119. CASH RECEIPTS Al~D DISBURSEJ1iLENTS, 1914--. 9 vols. (1, 1-5; three 
vols. not labeled). Title varies: Register of Allowances, 1914-
20, 1 volo; Register of County Warrants, 1914-23, 1 volo; Register 
of School 1ivarrants, 1914-23, 1 vol.; Audi tor's l\.ccount Book~ 1914-
30, 1 vol o 

General ledger of accounts with all county officers, of cash receipts, and of 
disbursements made by warrant in payment of approved claims. 

i. Cash receipts are classified under the following headings: Revenue:. 
including general real and personal taxes, privilege taxes, inter~ 
est, rents, licenses and permits, costs, fees, fines and forflei~: 
tures, department earnings, sales and leases of property, refunds~ 
and State aid including gasoline tax, Confederate pensions, and . 
school eq uali za tion funds, and show source e.nd purpose of receipts, 
amount received, and na.mo of fund debited. .· 

iio Disbursoments arc classified under the following headings: Governmen
tal costs including administrative, judicial, protoction of persons 
and property, conservation of health, highway maintenance~ charities 
and corrections, oducation, sundry, and interest on temporary loans 
and bonds, non•govermnental costs including principal and temporary 
loans, bonds, permanent improvements, transfers and refunds, and 
trust and investment transactions, and show claim number in Docket 
of Claims (entry 112), warrant number, dates issued ~nd paid, name 
of payee, purpose, name of fund credited, totals and balanceso 

Cash receipts arr. chrono by date receivod and entered; disbursements arro 
chron. by date warrant issued and numer. thereunder by warrant no. No inde:,(. 
Hdw. on ptdo form. Av. 500 ppo 16 X 30 X 220 

120. LEDGER, GENERA.L AJ.~ BUDGET, 1914--. 2 volso (l; one vol. not le.bel"ed). 
General control ledger of current, capital, and trust accounts, and rocorded 
copies of annual county budgets prepared, published, and adopted by the boartl 
of supervisors o __ 

i. General control lcdgor shows the following accounts, each supported·_ 
by subsidicry accounts giving details of all transactions under each 
account: Depository, county budget, tax collector, county tt:~x levy> 
appropriated revenues, gasoline tax receipts, bond inter0st, rent~, 
licenses o.nd pern1its, fines e.nd forofeits, State appropriations_~ ---~e
partmental earnings, se.les of property, miscellaneous receipts, t_~m
porury loans, vouchers payable, unpaid taxes, current surplus, ca.'pi
tal approprie.tions, authorized construction, bonds payable, bond ,. 
premiums, fixed county properties, fixed capital surplus, und tru~t. 

Li. Budget ledger shows estimates of proposed expenditures and of pros~:.·. 
spective revenue for each fiscal year, tho proposed expenditures 
being classified under the following headings with each heading 
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subdivided and itemized: ~dministrative, judicial, protection of 
persons and property, conserv~tion of health, highv;ay maintenance, 
charities and corrections, edµcation, sundry, interest, principal, 
construction and permanent improvements, and total county appro
priations, and the estimates of prospective revenues being classi
fied under the following headings: Gasoline tax, privilege tax, 
interest. rents, licenses and'permits, fines and forefeits, State 
appropriations, departmental earnings, sales of property, sundry, 
total tax levy for general county purposes, and tax levy by dis
tricts. 

General ledger arr. chron. by date of entries; budget ledger arro chron. by 
date budget adoptedo No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 600 PP• 11 x 15 x 3. 

121. AUDITOR'S ACCOUNT, SIXTEENTH SECTION LOAN FUND, 1914--. 1 vol. (1) c 

Ledger accounts of five year first mortgage loans granted from sixteenth sec
tion school fund by the board or supervisors, showing name of grantee, legal 
description of property pledged as security for loan, dates loan authorized 
and note executed, maturity date, amount of loan, notations of payment of in
terest and principal with dates and amounts paid, and date of payment in fullo 
Arr. chron. by date of loan. Indexed alph. by first letter of surname of per-
son receiving loan. Hdw. on ptd. form. 428 PP• 18 x 2 x 2. 

122. A.UDITOR'SACCOUNTWITHTA.XCOLLECTOR, 1914--. 1 vol. (1). . ... 
Ledger record of taxes charged to and payments made by the sheriff as tax col
lector, showing year of assessment, ·assessed valuation of real and personal 
property taxes, funds to which allocated, total amount of taxes charged for 
collection, tax rate, amounts received and funds to which allocated, total 
amounts received, balances due, allowances to sheriff as tax collector for 
commissions and credits, not amounts deposited in county depository, dates 
depoaitod:, and receive warrant no. Arr. ohron. by date of collection. No 
index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 500 PP• 17 x 15 x 3. 

123. CIRCUIT COURT ALLOViA.NCES, 1914•36. 1 file box. 1937-- in Proce~dings 
of the Board of Supervisors, entry 2. .,,... ' · 

Original reports of the clerk of the circuit court of allowances made by ~he· 
circuit court at each term of court, showing data of report, term of cour~, 
docket number of cases tried in General Docket, State Cases (entry 56), and 
in General Docket-Civil Cases (entry 59), names of litigHnts in civil casesl 
and of defendant in criminal cases, dates of trials or hearings, amounts al• 
lowed, certificate numbers, no.mes of witnesses and jurors, amounts allowed 
for attendance and mileage, total amounts of allowances for each term, vol
ume and page of record of allowances in Minutes Circuit Court (entry 76), 
signo.ture and oath of clerk of tho circuit court, signature and title of 
official administering oath, and dates filod. Arr. chron. by date of o..llcrn
anc0. No index. Typed. 10½ x 5 x 150 
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XVII. REGISTRAR OF ELECTIONS 

The Constitution of 1890 directs the Legislature to provide for the regis
tration of person eligible to vote, 1 and the legislation 0nacted hns ma.de it 
tho duty of the State Board of Election Commissioners to appoint a registrar 
in each county who sha.11 be the clerk of the circuit court unless it is s·hown 
that he is a person improper for the offic002 Tho circuit clerks of Walthall 
County have beon appointed regularly to this office sinco its estublishmont 
in 19140 

For the gonoral structural and functionul dovolopment of the office of 
clerk of the circuit court us rogistr~r, soo Lamar County Inventory, PP• 219-
221. 

The rocords of the office, unless oth0~nise specified, uro kept in the 
office of tho clork of the circuit courto For legal publicntions of the rogis
trar, soe entry 50. 

Registration of Voters 

Registrution Books 

124. REGISTRA.TION BOOKS., 1914--. 34 vols. (le.be led by voting precincts). -
Rocord of registration of voters in tho county, showing dato of registro.tion:, 
number, signature, ago, color, occupation. place of busin0ss, and rosidonco· of 
ragistro.nt, registre .. r' s notation as to registrant's ability to r00.d the Consti
tution or understnnd and interprot any section of it read to him, if he cannot 
read, and remarks, including reasons for removal of names becauso of death, 
disqualification or disfranchisemont. ~rr. nu.mer. by registration number, ~nd 
chron. thereunder by date of registration. Indexed alph. by first letter of' 
surname of rogistro.nt o Hdw. on ptd. f orin. l:i..V• 50 pp o 16 x 14 x 1. 
Disfrnnchisem0nt 

125. RECORD OF CONVICTS, 1914--. 1 vol. (l)a Last entry 1918. 
Record of persons convicted of cortc.in statutory named crimes disqualifying·· 
them to vote, showing no.mo of porson convicted, court of conviction, crimo for 
which convicted, and do.to of conviction. Arr. chron. by dute convicted. No 

1 
index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 320 ppo 16 x 12 x l:J• ch. clerk's YO.o 

Eligibility of Voters 

Poll Books 

1260 POLL BOOKS, 1914--. 71 vols. (labeled by n~mos of election district). 
List of qualified voters compiled from Rogistration Books (entry 124), and 

1. C o nst • 18 90, sec • 24 2 • 
2. Code 1906, sec. 4109; Code 1917, sec. 6743; Code 1930, sec. 61790 For the 

cst~blishment of the office of clerk of the circuit court, its presont sta
tus, the method of so lcct ion, and the term of off ico, soc "Circuit Court, 11 

pp. 630 
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revised before each election by the registrar and the county board of election 
commissioners, showing registration number~ dnte of registration, name, age, 
color, and address of voter, election managers' notations by dntes of voters' 
voting record, a.nd rem.arks, including reasons for removal of no.mes bees.use of 
death, disqualification, or disfranchisement. arr. alph. by first letter of 
surname of voter. No index. Hdw. on ptd. rorm. 100 pp. 14 x 10 x }. 

Poll Tux Receipts 

127. POLL TluC RECEIPTS, 1935--. 23 vols. 
Duplicate copies of receipts issued by the sheriff as tax collector for pay
ment of poll ·taxes, o.nd delivered to the zjegistrar, showing yeo.r for which 
tuxes due, receipt number, page and line qf record of assessment in Personul 
Assessment Roll (entry 28), plo.ce €'.nd date of payment, if pr...id, ne.n1e, address, 
and voting precinct of tnxpnyer, amount o~ tux po.id, and signature of sheriff 
as tnx collector. For sepo.ro.te index, see entry 128 o Hdw. on ptd. form. 1.,.y. 
200 PP• 15 x 9~ x 1 c • 

For duplicato copies of poll tax roceipts 1935--, see entry 97. 

128. INDEX TO POLL Ti:.X RECEIPTS, 1935--. 5 vols. 
Index to Poll Tax Receipts (entry 127), showing date of payment of poll tax, ;. 
name and voting precinct or person to whom receipt issuod·» .a~d receipt number. 
l\.rr o nlph. by first l0tter of surname of voter. lidw o on ptd. form. 25 PP• · 
16 x 10 x l-
Exemption Certificates 

129. 1J'FID1~VITS lu'ID CERTIFICi .. TES TO VOTE, 1936--. 4 vols. ( 1-4 and le:bel-
od by cont~ined c0rtificates nos., 1-1750). 

Carbon copies of affidavits mado by persons claiming exemption from the pay
ment of poll to.xos because of age or disubili ty e.nd certificates of' exemptiot?, 
issued by registra.r, showing no.me of county in which affidavit to.ken, no.me ·.;·: 
and voting precinct of person clr"iming exemption., affidc.vit of claimo.nt, sig:~
no.ture of clo.imo.nt, signe~turo o.nd seal of registrar as official taking nffi-.
davit, date affidavit tuken, registrur•s statement of issue.nee, citation to 
o.uthority to issue certificate, and registrar's signature in c..ttest. l:.rr. 
numero by certificate no. Indexed alph. by first letter of surname of person 
exempted. Hdw. on ptd. form~ 1\..v. 600 PP• 16 x 11~ x 3,. 

Corrupt Practioo Prevention 

130 o DISTRIBUTORS RECEIPTS FOR BL~LOTS, 1935--. l vol. (labeled by con-
tained receipt nos., l-5000)e 

Original receipts for ballots delivered by distributor of ballots to ouch poll
ing place and returned to registrar after doliv-:;ry of ballots, showing de.to d0-
liv0rod, name of election rnD.nagor receiving ballots, namo of distributor deliv
ering ballots, number of ballots deliverod and received, name of polling pln:ce, 
numbor of supervisor's district, dosign~tion of election for which bullets will 
be used, sign~ture of olection munager as roceiver of ballots, signature of-~is
tributor. 11-rr. chron. by dr..te supplies received. No indoxo Hd-w. on ptd. f-c;:,rm~ 
165 ppo 16 X 11 X l~o 
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131. L_c.A.NDIDP~TES' A.FFIDl~VITS iJID CONTRIBUTION ST.h.TEMENTY, 1936--. 200 
documents in 1 file box. 

Original primary election papers, including: 
i. l'~ffidavits of candidates, showing ne.mes of State, county, name of 

candidate., office for which offering, oath and signature of candi
date~ date and signature of official administering oatho 

ii. Statements of contributions received by candidates, showing name of 
county, name and address of candidate, office for which offering, 
date, itemization of contributions, oath of candidate., signature 
of official administering oath. 

1ro obvious arr. No index. Hdvr. and typed on ptd. form. 10 3/4 x 5 x 13·1• 



(Next entry 132, P• 97) 

XVIII o COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTION COMMISSIONERS 

Tho county board of election connnissioners, created by statute law in 
1892, was established in Walthall County September 1, 1914, and has function
ed continuously since that time.I 

This board consists of throe members who are appointed by tho State Board 
of Election Commissioners tw-o months before every general election of repre
sont~tives in Congress, to serve a two-year term.2 

For the gonoral structural and functional development or this office, soe 
Lam~r County Inv0ntory, pp. 225-228. 

Tho county board of election connnission0rs is not required to keep any 
permanent records. For its publications, see ontry 50. 

1. Code 1906, seco 4108; Code 1917, sec. 6742; Codo 1930, secc 6177; Minutes 
Bonrd cf Supervisors, vole 1, pe l; see entry l; Rogister of Commissions, 
Stato, Count;?, and Municipal, 1912, in office of Secretary of Stnte, Nev; 
Co..pitol, Jackson, P• 45. Tho creating acts of 1910, 1912, and 1914 pro- .. 
vided that the Governor appoint six election commissionors, throe ouch 
from Marion und Pike Counties, to cull ~nd hold special elections ut which 
tho qualified electors residing in thos0 portions could vote on the quos
tion of their resp0ctivo torritorios being included in tho new county. 
(Lo M. 1910, po 279)0 

2. Code 1906, sec. 4108; Code 1917, sec. 6742; Code 1930, seco 6177. 
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XIX o SUPERINTENDENT OF EDUC.A.TI ON 

The office of superintendent or education was established in Walthall 
County by the creating acts of 1910 and 1912, under the provisions of the 
Constitution of 1890, and has functioned in the county since its organiza
tion in 1914.1 The Governor appointed a superintendent of education April 
16, 1910, but the office was not filled until the county was declared organ
ized in 1914 when the suEerintendent of education mo.de bond and was sworn 
into office May 4, 1914. The superintendent of education wo.s not regularly 
elected until November 1915 o.nd wo.s sworn into offic~~ Jc.nuary 191603 

The superintendent is elected by the qualified 3lectors of tho county 
at the general elections for State, district, county, and county-district 
off.ic0rs4 for n term of four yoarso5 

For the general functional and structural deve:iopment of the office of. 
superintendent of education, se0 Lamar County Inventory, PP• 229-236. . ...,_.. __ ----- --- -

The records of this official, unless otherwise sp0cifiod, are kept in 
his office. 

General li.dministrn.tion 

Public School Record 

132. COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT'S RECOHD, 1914--. 4 vols. .. 
Superintendent's record of the administration of school affairs, showing na~es 
~nd location of school, lists of teachers examined ~nd employed, proceedings 
of county school boa.rd, recorded copies of monthly and torm reports of teach
ers and summaries of term reports, recorded copies of monthly reports of trans
portation contractors, recorded copies of annual financial reports of district 
school treasurers, recorded copies or gener~l school budgots and of school 
district budgets, recorded copies of superintendent's reports to state superin
tendent of public education, recorded copies of reports of toachors institutos, 
plats of each school district, a11d other matters of genoral procedure. 1~rr. 
chron. by dato of school term. N-o index. Hdw. and typcdo 200 ppo 18 x 12 
x 1}. 1 vol., 1914-20, courthouse attic; 3 vols., 1921--, supt•s off. 

Elemontnry School Scores ---
133. SCORE CARD, ELEMENTARY TE:~CHERS JJiD SCHOOLS, 1933--o 5 vols. 

Original pupers and reports of th0 county superintendent of education to the 

--- ----~-- _ .... .__. .... ______________ _ 
lo Const. 1890, SGCo 204; Lo Mo 1910., P• 278; Lo 1-1. 1912, PP• 415-422; 

L. 1.ff.. 1914, p. 4830 
2. Official B.:ond Record, volo 1, p" 28, see ontry 33; Register of Commis

sions, State., County, and MunicipEll, 1906., in office of Secretary of 
Stute, New Capitol, Jackson, p. 337; see "Historicr .. l Sketch, n p. 7. 

3. Register of Conrrnissions, op. cit • ., 1912, p. 341. 
4. Code 1906, secs. 4140, 48iO; Code 1917, socs. 6774, 7576; L. Mo 1924, 

p • 416 ; Code 19 30 , secs • 621 O , 6 5 62 • 
5. Const. 1890, sec. 204; Codo 1906, secs. 3456, 4809; Code 1917, secs 

2 794, 7566; L. M. 1924, p. 416; Code 1930, secs. 2881., 6562 o 
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State Superintendent of Public Educo.tion including scores and physicE~l proper
ties _of elementnry schools, showing achievements and scores with respect to 
premises, schoolhouses, equipment, toach~rs, administration and extras compar
ed with respect to score. A.rro ~hron. by date of report and score. No indexo 
Hdw. on ptd. form. 300 PP• 10 x 6~ x }~ 

Correspondence -----------
134. GENERA.L CORRESPONDENCE.FILE, 1935~-. 4 file boxeso 

Original letters, telegrams, pamphlets, ~ulletins, instructions and other data 
received by superintendent of education from the State Depn.rtment of Educr..tion, 
individuals, and educe.tional institution?,l agoncie3 r..nd copies of superintend
ant's replies, showing date of communication, contents, sign~tures and address
es of addressees. Arr. chron. by date received .. · No indexo Hdw. e .. nd typed. 
11 X 13 X 26. 

Miscellaneous 

135. BRA.KE TEST CERTIFICATES~ 1938--o l file box. 
·• r 

Original certificates issued to bus dri vars cor"l'jifying to mechanicv .. l SElfety ,~; .. 
of brakes on school busses, showing namo of driver, bus number, no.mo of sch~ol, 
date examined, condition of brakes, signature of inspector, mechanic, and cq~
tractor. Arr. ohron. by date examincdo No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 14 x··· 
lOt~· x 4 • ..... 

Toa.chers 

Certifico.tion 

13 6. TE:A.C BBRS E.'c.eiJvII:=It~ TJ O!J PltPERS, 192 6·· , ... o 7 r ~-1 e b-.:>xes o ( da "':= od) • 
Orio-ina.l examina.tio:;1 ua.tr;ers submitted lnr i .. ·.,1;:,l:l.oc-:n-iz fo.t Gi.Jt~,•;i_'.0:~ s' 1ic;·:r(seR td·~ C ~ . ~ ~ ~ 

county board of 0xr.rr ... ir.:0rs ;~ showing nr.1no tl~1c1 ~~.0.d:::'0~!3 of'· a:l')~·~-l.~;o.:r1t, o.fa .. i-;e ,.::)x.n.mi-
nation taken, list cf questions answ0red, gru.d'3 fo:;.-- oach subject, f.;,y·~r-age 
grade, and signatures of members of oxamining boardo Arr. ohrono by date of: 
examination. No indexo Hdw. on ptd. formo 9 x 5 x 160 

137. TEh.CHERS' LICENSES, 1914--. 2 volso 
Stub record of licenses to teach granted applicants passing examinations gi~en 
by county boo.rd of examiners, showing license nu:rnb~3r, name -of licensee, date{· 
examination taken, expiration date of liconse, o.nd notations of upplicant' s<-.' 
grudos in ee..ch subject cov0red by oxamination, e .. nd sig;na.tures of examiners and 
superintendent of education. J~rr, chron. by dute of liccnseo No indexo Hdwo 
on ptd. form. 300 PP•· 12 x 15 x 2. 

Employment 

138. TEA.CHERS CONTR&.CTS~ 1936--. 1 vol. 
Stub rocord of contracts made v1i·th teachers and principals, showing license : . 
number of Teachers' Licenses (entry 137), name of tencher lic0nsed, date con: 
tract made, school to which t0r1.chor assigned, amount of salary to be paid · 
teacher, nnd other terms of contract, signatures -of teacher or principal and 
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superintendent of eduoation. 
Hdw. on ptdo form. 300 ppo 

Reports 

Arr. chron. by date of contract. 
12 X 15 X 2" 

139. TEA.CHERS REPORTS, 1930--. 21 ftle boxes. 

(139-142) 

No index. 

Original copies of monthly reports made:to the county superintendent by both 
white and colored teachers, showing date of report, period coveredJ name of 
schoolJ name of teacher, number of pupi:\.s enrolled, average daily attende.nc~, 
number of days present, absent, and taught, names and ages of pupils enrolled, 
salary due teacher, signature of teacher; and signatures of majority of school 
trustees examining and approving report! .h.rro alpho by name of school and · 
chron. thereunder by date of report. No index. Hdw. on ptd, form. 10} x ~ 
X 14. 

For records or monthly reports, see entry 132. 

1400 SCHOOL REGISTERS, 1914--. 147 vols. 
Daily register kept by teachers, showing term of schoolJ date, name and loc~• 
tion of school, school district, race, name of school teacher, grades taught, 
number of pupils, average attendance, names and ages of pupils, names of par
ents or guardians, ages of pupils at date of admittance to public schools, 
date of birth, sex, number of years in grade previous to present year, wheth
er or not vaccinated, physical defects, if any, names of text books used, re
ports in progress of each pupil, signatures of teacherJ principal and superin
tendent i> J~rr. ohron. by date scholastic term. Wo index. Hdw. on ptd. formo 
90 pp. 12 x 16 x 140 1914~38, courthouse attic; 1939--, supt•s off, 

Educable Children 

141 o ENUMERt~TION OF EDUCl-.BLE CHILDREN, 1914--. 8 vols. 
Record of lists of educable children reported annually by principal teacher 
in each school district to the superintendent, showing date of roport, name 
of school district, names, ages, race, sex, grades.of children, section, 
township, and range of location of school~ and recapitulation sheots, show-
ing total number of educable children, total number of pupils enrolled, date 
of school term, signatures of school trustees examining and approving report, 
name and address of parents or guardians of each childo A.rr. alph. by firsy 
letter of surname of parent. No index. Hdw. and typed on ptd. form. 200 :pp. 
16 x 10 x 1½. 3 vols., 1914-26, courthouse attic; 5 vols., 1927--, supt's ~ff. 

Financ ia 1 i\.dmini strati on 

Pay Certificates 

1420 PAY- CERTIFICATES, 1914--o 18 vols. 
Stub record of pay certificates issued by superintendent of education to teach
ers, transportation contractors, and other employees and claimants to obtain 
warrants from the clerk of the board of supervisors as auditor in payment for 
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services rendered, and supplies, materials, and equipment furnished the coun
ty schools, showing certificate n~vnber, date issued_, name of payee, purpose., 
amount of certificate, name of school fund to be credited, and signature or 
payee acknowledging receipt of certificates, and signature of superintendent 
of education, Arr. numer. by certificate noo and chron. thereunder by date 
issued. No index. Hdw. on ptd. forrao Av. 500 PP• 15 x 12 x 3o 

143. CA.NCELLED PAY CERTIFICATES, 1914--. 14 file boxes. 
Original pay certificates issued by superintendent, paid, cunceled, and re
turned to the superintendent for filing, showing certificate number, date is
sued, purpose for which issued, amount, ri.ame of fund credited, signature of 
superintendent of education, signature of payee, dater.aid and canceledo Arr. 
numor. by certificate no. No indexo Hdw. on ptd. form. 10 x 19 x 4~. 12 
file boxes, 1914-37, courthouse attic; 2 file boxes, 1938--, ch. clerk's off. 

144. REGISTER OF PAY CERTIFICATES, 1928--. 1 vol. 
Register of pay certificates issued by the superintendent of education to 
teachers, transportation contractors, janitors and other claimants to obtain 
warrants from the clerk of the board of supervisors as auditor, in payment ... 
for services rendered, showing certificate number, name of payee, date issue.d, 
purpose, grade of school taught by teacher. monthly salary, amount of certif_l
cate, and name of school fund credited. Arr. numer. by certificate no. No 
index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 200 PP• 12 x 15 x 2. 

145. LEDGER ACCOUNTS, 1914-~. 7 vols. 
Ledger record or cash receipts allocated to school funds by the clerk or the 
board of supervisors as auditor, and of disbursements or school funds made by 
pay certificates by tho superintendent of education. __ 

i. Sources or each recoipt are classified as revenue and non-revenue,:-' 
revenue roceipts being listed as per capita and equalization run4s 
f'rom State appropriations, ta.xes from common school ad valorem, · · 
special school district ad va.lorem, dog, and poll taxes, and int.er
est from invested sixteenth seotion school land .funds, and non-~· 
revenue receipts being listed as transfers and loanso Both classi
fications shO\'ll name and source of funds, debits, credits, and 
bal.anocf3. . 

ii. Disbursements are classified under tho following main and subsidiary 
accounts: Administrative, including salary of superintendent of edu
cation, superintendont' s office expense, school board and board ·_6f 
examiners, and incidentals, Institutes, e.nd Normn.ls, instruction.·:_ 
including principal teachers, white teachers, colored teachers, and 
special teachers, auxiliary·agcncies includinG tuition and transpor
tation, operation of school plant including janitor's wagos, jani
tor's supplies, light, wuter, telephone, fuol, rent, and insura~ce, 
mo.intenance including repairs to plant and equipment, capital ex~ 
penditures including grounds, improvements of grounds, new build:. 
ings and equipment, and purchase of vehiclos, interest on loans, 
and non-governmental costs including louns and refunds of taxes and 
tuition. Under subsidiary e.ccounts, disbursements show p~y cert:if~· · 
icate numbor, name of payee. ~mount of certificates, purpose, da~e 
issued,. _e.nd nClmc of ·fund __ cro~1 tod s - . 

Cash recoipts arr. chron. by da·ca ... _ ~redits and debitsJdisbursement arr. 
chron. by date pay certificate issued. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 514· ppo 
8 X 12 X 11 Q 
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XX. SCHOOL TRUSTEES 

Boards of trustees of each school district established outside of towns 
in Walthall County since 1914 have functioned continuously in the cotmty since 
their organization. At present there are three types of' these school dis
tricts: Common school districts, consolidated school districts, and special 
consolidated districts.l 

The boards of trustees of common school districts and consolidated school 
districts are composed of three members, 2 while the boards of trustees of spe
cial consolidated school districts are composed of five memberso3 All are 
selected in their districts by school patrons who are qualified electors.4 

Trustees of common and consolidated school districts are elected for a 
three-year term with one member elected annually.5 Trustees of special con
solidated school districts are elected for a five-year term with one member 

""' being elected annually. 0 

For the general structural and functional development of boards of school 
trustees, see Lamar County Inventory, PP• 247-2530 

--------~ w 

-
The records of the boards of' trustees are kept in the off ice of the super-

intendent or education. 

146. TRANSPORTATION CONTRACTORS REPORTS, 1930--. 17 file boxeso 
Original monthly reports made by transportation contractors to boards or tr~s
tees, showing date of' report, period covered, number of pupils enrolled in <;' 
each school, number of pupils conveyed, number or days conveyed~ amount of sa
lary due contractor, namos or pupils conveyed, signature of contractor, signa
ture of principal teacher and of trustees approving report. Arr. chron. by 
date of report, No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 12 x 5 x 14. 

147. XRUSTEES ORDERS, 1935--. 2 file boxes. 
Original orders issued by boards of school trustees to superintendent of edu
cation for payment of expenses out of the district school fund., including sala
ries of teachers, bus drivers, janitors and supplies and furnishing for sch~ol 
buildings, and miscellaneous expenses, sh01.~in6 name of county, school district, _____________ , __ _ 
1. The establishment of consolidated schools was authorized in 1910 (L. Mo 

1910, pp. 114-115; L. M. 1912., pp. 323-324; Lo :M. 1914, pp. 265-2 66; L •. 
M. 1916, P• 284; Code 1917., secso 3999-4006; L. M. 1924, PP• 440-447; 
Codo 1930, secs. 6638-6652). The establishment of special consolidated. 
school districts was authorized in 1928 {Lo M. 1928., PP• 158-161; Code 
1930, secs. 6653-6656). 

2. Code 1906., sec. 4518; Code 1917, sec. 7338; L. M. 1924, po 431; L. M. 
1928, p. 164; Code 1930., sec. 6623. 

3. Lo M. 1928, P• 160; Codo 1930, sec. 6655. 
4. Code 1906., sec. 4519; L. M. 1914., P• 257; Code 1917, secs. 7338-7339; Lo 

M. 1924, P• 432; L. M. 1928, P• 160; Code 1930, soc. 6624-6625. 
5. Code 1906, sec. 4519; Code 1917, secs. 7338-7339; L. Mo 1924, p. 432; 

Code 1930, sec. 6623. 
6. Lo Mo 1928, P• 160; Code 1930~ sec. 6655. 
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date, amount, purpose for which expense incurred, names of payee and superin
tendent of education, and signatures of trustees. Arr. chron. by date of or-

~ 

der. No index. Hdw. and typed. lOi x 5 x 14. 
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XXIo COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD 

The county school board was established in Walthall County with the organ
ization of the county in 1914 and has functioned continuously in the county 
since that time.1 

This board consists of five members, one from each supervisor's beat or 
district, and the superintendent of education,2 who is its president and secre
tary.3 

Until 1930·, the members of the board were appointed by the superintendent 
of education, subject to ratification by the board of supervisors, to serve a 
four-year term.4 Since 1930, they have be,an elected by the trus·tees of the 
county public schools other than the trustees or municipally operated dis
tricts, for a term of five years, one member being chosen annuallyo5 

For the general structural and ftmctional developn1ent of the county 
school board, see La.1ne..r County Inventory, PP• 242-245. --- --- ------

The records of the county school board are kept by the superintendent 
of education in his office. 

148. TRANSPORTATION CONTRACTS, 1930--. 4 file boxes; 102 bundles. 
Original instruments of the board of trustees of consolidated schools from 
1936 to 1938 and of the county school board 1938•-, pertaining to the trans~ 
portation of school children, including: 

i. Contractors• bonds, showing date, name of contractor, amount of bond, 
signature of contractor, and names and signaturos of sureties. . 

iio Rules and regulations, showing instructions to school bus drivers a.:s 
to types of vehicles approved, care of vehicles approved, and pre• 
cautionary measures to be taken to avoid accidents. 

iiio Transportation contracts, showing name of contractor, expiration date 
_of contra.ct, terms of contract, a.mount of salary to b.e paid contrac
tor, and signatures of contractor, superintendent of education, and 
trustees of consolidated school. 

Arr. alph, by first letter of surname of contractor. No indexo Rdw. on ptd. , 
form. Bundles., 10 x 12 :x 2 t file boxe.s, 12 x 5 x 14. 

------------· •·----------_.,.-
1. Code 1906, soc o 4510; 11inutes Boe.rd of Supervisors, vol. 2, P• 330; see 

entry l; Code 1917, sec. 7330; L. Mo 1924, P• 432; Code 1930, sec. 6581~ 
2. Ibid., 
3. Code 1906, sec. 4497 (n); Code 1917, sec. 7574 (n); L. it. 1924, p. 418; 

Code 1930, sec. 6570 (11). 
4. Code 1906, sec. ~510; Code 1917~ sec. 7330; Lo M. 1924, P• 4230 
5. L. M. 1930, p. 611; Code 1930, sec. 6581. 
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XXII. DEPll.Rl!\iENT OF HF,ALTH 

Tho office of county hoo.lth officer was ostn.blishcd in11Vhltho.ll'County 
July 6, 1914, 1 by tho State Board of Hoo.1th to serve a two-yonr tern, as pro
scribed by law. The office has functioned continuously since thut tinc.2 

For the general structural and.fuµctionnl development of the office of 
county hoQlth officer und of tho county health dopnrtmont, soc Lnmnr County 
Inventory, PP• 258.259. 

Tho records cf this officer uro kept in his office, unlos2 othc:rwiso 
specified. 

149, 1IONTHLY IMIIERIClu, MORBIDITY REPORT~ 1938--. 1 folder. 
Carbon copies of monthly numerical morbidity reports m~do by tho health offi
cer to tho buroau of co-r.u~unicnblc discuses of the Stnto Boo.rd of Hoalth, show
ing nano of county, dnto of report~ period covered, number of discuses roport
od by physicians in county, nan.o of disoa.so, nu111bor of 1.vhitcs affected, number 
of blncks affoctod, totnl number affected, number of active physicians in tho 
county., nµmber of physicians failing to report, no.mo o.nd o.ddrcsr; of nny ille
go.1 pro.otitioner, no.me o.nd o.ddros::: of any physioio.n v,ho ho.s moved out of coun
ty, 11am.o and a.ddross or any physiciE' .. n who ha.s moved into county, no.me, nddross, 
a.ge, and color of o.n~r physicinn dying in tho county. oa.uso of death o.nd wheth
er nctivo or inactive, names and addrossos of physicians fniling to report, 
and signnturc of director of department of health. Arr. chron. by dnto of re
port. N'o indox. Hd,~r. on ptd. form. 8 x 10 x 2. 

For tabulation of' cotnnunicnblc diseasos reported, sec entry 15~. 

150 • MONTHLY REPORT OF COUNTY HEAL TH OFFICER, 1938-- • 1 folder. 
Duplico.to copies of combined monthly activity, finunciul, nnd reportnblo dis
ease reports, T!la.do by tho hoo.l th officc:c to the State Boo.rd of Hoo.l th, includ-. 
1.11g: 

i, Roports, activity, sho-vii11g nnmo of Stnto o.nd county, populo:tion of-~ 
hoa.1 th jurisdiction of Yvnl tho.11 County heal th officor., do.to of rci_.,;._ 
port c.nd period covered~ e.nd ta.bulaticns of mcnthly c..nd running -_-: 
toto.ls of medical, nursing, clinico.l and lecture so:rvicos in tho _·. 
follo1·1in6 o.ctivi ties: Conmunicablc disease control, vcnoro.l dis-·-· 
euso control, tuberculosis control, ~ntcrnity service, infant and 
pre-school hygiene, school hygiene, crippled· children sorYice, ge}1-
oro.l so.ni ta tion, · pro toe tion of fo cd und n1ilk:, o.nd lo. boratory. ·-~ 

ii. Reports, financinl, shov,ing name of Strtto nnd county, date of rcpor'.t 
and period covered, budget number, item nunbor und description of 
itc1a, no.mos of CGntributinc agencies c..nd o.mounts roccivcd, toto.l ,_ .. 
receipts nnd disbursements for each month und to duto. 

iii. Roporto.blc diser.sos, tabulation of, shovving na.nros of dis00.sos reported, 

1. L. :M. 191~., P• 483; llinutcs Bon.rd of Supervisors, vol; 1., P• 23. 
2. Code 1906, soc. 2491; Code 1917, soc. 4840; Codo 1930, soc. ~877. Tho up

pointoc is roquirod to be n competent physician and tho appointr~ont since 
1930 hn~ boon mnndntory in n.11 counties (ibid.). 
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Department of Health (Next entry 151~ P• 106) 

total number reported for month and to date, signature and address 
of health officer, and date of report. 

Arr. chron. by date of report. No index. Hdw. on mimeographed form. 8 x 10 
X 2e 
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XXIII. REGIS~eRAR OF BIRTHS AND DEATHS 

The office of registrar of births and deaths was established in Walthall 
County in 1914 as prescribed by law, 1 and has functioned continuously since 
that t in:.e • 

At present the county is one registration district in itself and has a 
registrar and deputy registrar. 2 The registrar is ~ppointed for an indefinite 
term by the Division of Vital Statistics of the State Board of Eealth.3 

For the general structural and functional development of this office, see 
LaID:8:.!: £~un:tY Invento!l:, PP• 264-266. 

This official is not required to keep any permanent records. His records 
are kept in the office of the county health officer. 

151. RECORD OF DEATHS, 1914-39. 13 vols. 
Abstract reoord of reports made by registrar of births and deaths to the Di
vision of Vital Statistics, showing name of county, registration district num
ber, place and date of deathJ full name of deceased, personal and statistic~l 
particulars. occupation, name and address of father and mother, name of inf~r
mant. place and date of burial, cremation. or removal 1 cause of death, name of 
physician filing certificate of death. name of attending physician~ name of 
undertakerJ date filed with registrar of births and deaths, and signature of 
registrar. Arr. chron. by date of registration. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 
100 PP• 9 x 7 x ½-

For record of deaths January 1940--, see entry 153. 

152. REGISTRAR'S RECORD OF JIRTES, 1914-39. 50 vols. 
Abstract record of reports made by registrar of births and deaths to the Di
vision of Vital Statistics, showing name of county, registration district :nun
ber, placo of birth, full namo of child, sex, if plural birt~, twin or triplet, 
number in ordor of birth, premature, logitimate, month and day of birth, fath
er's full name, addross, age, race, birthplace, and occupation, mother's full 
maiden name, addresG., age., race, birthplace, and occupation, ·whether or not 
child s·bill-born., name of physician or midwife attending birth1 timo report··· 
fil0d with registrar of births and deaths, and signature of registrar. Arr~ 
chror• by date of registration. i,Jo irrl ox. Edw. on ptd. form. 100 pp• 9 :x 
6 X 2• 

For record of births January 1940--, sec entry 153. 

153. RECORD OF BIRTHS AND DEATHS, 1940--. 1 vol. 
Combined record of births and deo.ths kept on alternnto pages. For description 
of contents, see entries 151, 152. Arr. chron. by date of registration. Ho 

1. Code 1906, sec. 1645; Code 1917, sec. 4868; Code 1930, secs. 4904, 4906. 
2. 1Eississippi State Boo.rd of Heal th, Division of Vital Statistics, Names.~ 

and Addresses of Rogistrar~ 1 Effective February 2:., 1940, Bulletin, Janu~ 
n.ry 1940. · ... 

·3·. Code 1906, sec. 1645; Code 1917, sec. 4868; Code 1930., secs. 4904~ 4906-~. 
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Registrar of Births and Deaths (Next ontry 154~ P• 108) 

index. Hdw. on tpd. form. 300 PP• 16 x 12 x 2. 

For prior records of births and doaths. see entrios 151, 152. 
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XXIV 11 'PENSION BOA.RD OF INQUIRY 

The pension board or inquiry was established in Wal~hall County when the 
county was organized in 1914, and has functiot1:ed continuously since that timeo1 

Law in effect at the time provtded that the camp of Confederate veterans 
in the county select and recommend to the board of supervisors for appoi~tm0nt 
to the pension b_oard, five of their~number, one from each supervisor';s beut or 
district if possible.2 The first bqard appointed and approved by the bo~r1 of 
supervisors was named on July 6, 19i4.3 Pensioners are excluded frcm. se::-ving 
as members of the board .4 The boar4 of supervisors has been requij_•erl sirJ.ce · 
1924 to appoint a World War veteran :·to the board, and since 1924 roonra:r~t;_i: ... da.•• 
tions for membership have been extended to include 1~ot 'JnJ.y Conf"~d·:.11·~~'3 vster
ans, but other citizens who are qualified electors ~t> f·L::i.oe 1Sf.d., t::b.t."3 ,:i:ou~.;.ty 
prosecuting attorney has been a 1nember of· the bonx·(l ,. 6 ;r:1G 0.·.~~rk ~1i -the ct.!.an
cery court is the clerk of this body, 7 and the sheriff ~ . .3 i~:s exd0 1.,1J:i1·,rc-1 0ffi
cer .8 

No definite term of office for the members of tho F&.c,.s~_l,n b0;1:i:·d of in
quiry has been prescribed. 

For the general structural. and functional devel o~J~~0r.t •)t the pens ion 
board of inquiry., sea Lamar County Inventory., pp9 26·lu•2o8o -- ~ 

The records of the· board are kept in the office and valut of the clerk ... 
of the chancery court., unless otherwise specified. 

154. PENSION gpplicationg:~· 1905. 1 file boxo . _ 
Original applications for pensions filed with the pension board of inqui~y by 
Conr·e~erate soldiers and sailors and by 11vidows and servants of Confederate ... 
soldiers and sailors, including;: 

i. Applications of C.onfederate soldiers and sailors, showing date of .. 
application, name, residence., age, class., date of birth, and birth
pls.ce of applicant, statement of citizenship in Mississippi,. ·coun
ty and residence at the time of enlistment, date and place of :en~ 
listment, time and place wounded and description of wounds, if 
wounded, company and regiment or vessel to which attached, names 
of officers of company and regiment or vessel, length of service, 
statement of applicant that ho 111ro.s honorable discharged and tho.t·:· 
he did not desort from service. present occupation, if uny~ stat~~ 
ment of applicant thD.t he does not own property to tho value of 

1. Code 1906, seco 3657; L. M. 1914~ P• 483; Code 1917, S0Co .6312; Code 
1930, sec. 5812. 

2. Ibid. The board of supervisors makes the appointments vvhon there is no· 
veterans' camp in the county (ibido)o 

3. Minutes Board of Supervisors, volo 1, P• 22. 
4. Code 1906, sec •. 3657; Code 1917, soc. 6312; L. 11110 1918, P• 132 o 

5. t. M. 1924, PP• 585-586; L. Mo 1930. o. 39; Code 1930, sec~ 5812. 
6. L. ]!I. 19e8: Po' 73; I.~ l~i·• 1930, P• 39; .Godo 1930, ·sec.· 5812., 
7. Code 1906, S0Co 3657; Code 1917, SOCo 6312; Lo M. 1924, po 585; 

Coda 1930, soc. 5812. 
s·. 1. M. l912, P• 173; Code 1917, sec. 6323; Code 1930, SOCo 58220 



- 109 -

Pension Board of Inquiry (155) 

$400, oath and signature of upplicant, signature and title of offi
cial administering oath, or n~mes of one or more witnesses to uppli
cation, and signature of five members of the pension board of in
quiry on approved applications. 

ii. Appl ice.ti ons of widows of C onf ederato soldiers or sail ors, showing 
date of application., name, residence, age, date of birth, and birth
place of applicant, st~tement of citizenship in Mississippi, date 
nnd place or marriage, county of residence of deceased husband, 
when he enlisted, date and placo of enlistment, company und regi
ment or vessel to which husband was attcched, names of officers of 
company and regiment or vessel, date nnd place of death of husband, 
statement of applicant that she does not own property to the v~lue 
of $400, oath and signature of applicant., signature and title ·or 
official administering oath or signatures of one or more witnesses 
to the application, ~nd signatures of five members of the pension 
board of inquiry on approved e .. pplico.tions. 

iii • .lpplications of serve .. nts of Confederate soldiers or sailors, showing 
' . 

date ofapplication, name, residence, age, race, date of birth., ~nd 
birthplace of applicant., statement of citizenship in Mississippi-,. 
length of service in Confederate army or navy., name of soldier o~ 
sailor for whom appliC!:.\nt was serve-nt, company o.nd regiment or v~s
sel to which master was attached, statement of applicc.nt that he· 
does not own property to tho vnlue of $400, oath and signature of 
applicunt, signature and title of officinl administering oath or.~ 
one or more witnesses to the application, and signature of five . 
members of the pension board of inquiry on approved ~.pplico.tions. 

A.rr. chron. by date application filed. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 5 x 1oi 
X 15. 

1550 PENSION. ROLL, 1916--. 1 vol. (l)o 
Record of annual reports listing pensioners, made by the clerk of the chancery 
court as clerk of the. pension board of inquiry to the State Auditor of Publ~c 
Accounts., showing date of reportJ period covered., name, address, o.nd class ·or 
pensioner, amount of pension, date pension approved, date re-yment due, and 
signature of clerk, and remarkso Arr. chron. by dato report made, and alph~ 
thereund~r by name of pensioner. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 100 pp. 1~ 
x 11 x l·:J·• 
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XX.V. CORONER AS RANGER 

The office of ranger wus crc~tod in Walthall County in 1914 with tho os
tablishmont of the office of coroncr,l as tho coroner is by lnw tho ex officio 
ra.ngor. Tho office has functioned continuously· since thut timo.2 

Yvhon. there is no coroner in the county tho ox officio duties of the coro
ner ns rnngcr rn.ny bo discharged by justices of tho ponce.3 

For tho gonoro.l structuro.l o.nd fu:nctionr..l dovolopment of tho office of 
coroner us rnngor. soc Lamar County Inyontory, P• 271. 

For ·:reports of' the coroner o.s ro.ngor to tho boo.rd of supervisors, soc en
tries 1, 2; for publicntions of tho coroner ns ranger, sec entry 50. 

1. Code 1906, sec. 880; L. 11. 19141 p. 483; Code 1917, sec. 4047; Code 1930., 
soc. 638. For tho establishment of tho office of coroner, the present 
status of tho office, tho method of selection~ and the tonn of office, see 
11Coronor," p. 80. 

2. Ibid. 
3. Code 1906, soc. 891; Code 1917, soc. 4058; Coda 1930, soc. 649. 
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XXVI. SURVEYOR 

The office of surveyor vms cstnblished in W~lthull County by tho croat
ing nets of tho Legislature of 1910 nnd 1912, under the provisions of the Con
stitution of 1a1o, ~tnd commoncod to function in 1914 whon tho county wo.s de
clnrod created, Tho first surveyor "WO.S o.ppointed by th0 governor April 16, 
1910, nnd April 25, 1914, 2 and served until a surveyor was oloctod at the gen
eral election in November 1915 ~nd sworn into office in January 1916. 3 Tho 
offico functioned from 1914 through 1928 but from 1929 to dnto there has boon 
no incun1bont. 4 

Tho Constitution of 1890 providos tho.t the surveyor shnll bo oloctcd for 
n four-yea~ to:nn but gives tho Logisla.turo povfcr to determine tho method of 
selection. The Logisluturc hns provided thnt tho surveyor be olocted by the 
qualified electors of the county nt the gencrcl aloctions for State, district, 
county. and county-district officors.6 

For the gen0rnl structur~l and functicno.1 dovelopmont of the office of 
surveyor, seo Lamar Co~nty Inventory, PP• 272-274. 

The records of the surveyor o.re kopt as permanent records in tho office 
of tho clerk of tho chancery court as recorder., soc entry 25. 

1. Const. 1890, soc. 135; L. M. 1910, P• 278; L. M. 1912, PP• 415-422; L. M. 
1914, p. 483. 

2. Record of Official Bonds, vol. 1., P• 30., sea entry 33. 
3. Register of Connn.issions, Stnte, County, and Municipal, 1906., in office of 

Secretary of Stnto., New Capitol., Jackson., P• 337; ibid • ., 1912, P• 341. 
4. Tho Register of Conrm.issions docs not shovv thn.t com.inissions vroro issued to 

surveyors in Y{nl thnll County during tho period of 1929-42. 
5. Const. 1890, sec. 135. 
G. Codo 1906, secs. 3456, 4140; Codo 1917, secs. 2794, 6774., 7737; Code 1930, 

socs. 2881, 6210, 7139. 
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XXVII o COUNTY F.XTENSIO:N DEPART]\'iENT IN AGRICULTURE A.ND H0~1IE ECONOMICS 

Under the law which authorized the organization of a county department 
or agriculture to promote agricultural extension work,l the offi~e of Coilll.ty 
farm agent was established in Walthall County by the board of supervisors in 
March 1916.2 However, the county home demonstration a.gent was not appointed 
until January 5, 1925.3 

The offices functioned as interdependent but separate units until 1932 
when statute law authorized counties to carry on agricultural demonstration 
and home economics programs through a. single department to be known as the 
county extension department in agricultural and home economicso4 

Until 1932, the officials directing the activities of the department or 
agriculture and the department of home economics (the latter required by law 
to be a woman) were appointed by the board of supervisors, bl.\t since 1932, 
they have been appointed by the board of supervisors upon the recommendatio~ 
or tho Extension Department or Mississippi State College and with the approv
al of the United States Department of Agricultureo5 

No specific term of office is prescribedo 

For the general structural and functional development of the county ex~ 
tension department in agriculture and home economics, see Lamar County Inve~-
~ory, PP• 275-276. 

The records of the county agent, unless otherwise specified, are kept in 
his office. The records of tho home demonstration agent are kept in her ofrice, 
unless otherwise specified. 

County Agent 

156. lCOTTOU CONTROL AND SOIL CONSERVATIOij, 1933--. 36 file boxes. (1-
2106). 

Miscellaneous instruments including: 
i. Applications, Bankhead, duplicate copies of, filed by cotton produ~

ers with the United States Department of Agricultur0 for cotton 
aer-eage allotments and tax exemption certificates pursuant to the 
Cotton Acreage Reduction Act of 1934, showing address of producer, 
ownership of farm, total acreage, location of farm, mileage fro1n. 
and name of nearest town, legal description of fc.rm, showing sec~_ 
tion, township and range, basis for dot0rmining yield and production 

~----------··•- -~-- --~ .... -------~ ... -- _..,._ .. ~ .... '• .. •·· .. 

1 • L • M. 1908 , p. 94 • 
2. Minutes Boa.rd of Supervisors, vol. 1, P• 341; see entry 1., 
3. Ibid., vol, 3, P• 322. 
4 • L • M. 19 32 , pp. 51 7 -518 o 

5. Ibido, p., 317. (The legal titles of these officials until 1932 were com
missioners in agriculturo and county agent of home economics, but sine~: 
1932, have been county agent and home demonstration agent, the Legislature 
evidently taking cognizance of the fact that in local terminology they had 
always been knmvn as such). 
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County Extension Department in Agriculture 
and Home Economics - County A.gent 

(Next entry 157, p. 116) 

on cultivated acreage for 1934, total acreage, production and yield 
during 1934 of cotton land not planted in cotton since 1927, date 
of application, signature and oath of producer, signature and title 
of officer administering oath, signatures and certification of com
munity and county oonunitteemen and summary of application. 

iio Applications for cotton price adjustments, duplicate copies of, fil
ed by cotton producers with the United States Department of Agricul
ture for i:e,yments pursuant tp agreements to cooperate in the cotton 
acreage reduction progre .. 'or., s~owing serial number or contract and 
work sheet, total cotton acreage, yield and production, total nwn
ber of bales sold, total numqer of pounds sold, number of cotton 
sales certificates, signatures of purchasers, dates of sales, name 
and address of producer, signature and affidavit of producer, sig
nature and titlo of officer administering affidavit, signatures and 
certification of the connnunity and county committeemen a.nd date of 
application. . 

iii. Applications, producers without Bankhead, duplicate copies or, agre·e
ments made by cotton producers failing to enter cotton acreage re
duction contr~cts, to participate in the cotton control program of 
the United States Department of Agriculture, showing serial numbci~ 
of o.greement, no.me and address of producer, whether landlord or ~-: 
tenant, total acreage, location of fa,rm,legal de.scription or fe.r~~ 
showing sectionJ tov1nship and range, mileage from and. name of near
est town, type of agreement, nu.~ber of bales or cotton produced in 
1933, crop acreage for 1932-33 and kinds or crops and acreage ali"ot
ed to each, cotton ncreage, yield and production, signatures of '.: 
producer o.nd witnesses, date of agreement and signatures and cert:i·· 
fication or community and county committeomen. 

iv. Application for payment, duplice.to copies of, showing; name of appli
cant, state and county, code number, application serial number, 
namo of county tre~nsmittal number~ basic date and computations ot-· 
payment, acreage nlloted to cotton, number carried out, crop lan~, 
not eligible for payment, o...~ount of payment, signature of applic*..nt, 
signature and upproval of county agricultural conservo.tion associa
tion, ~nd signature of county committeemen. 

v. Allotments, epproved cotton acreage, original list of, and rogistei 
of tax exemption certificates issued to cotton producers operati_n.g 
under contracts with tho United Sto.tes Department of Agriculture·~. 
showing name of community, date of list, poriod covered, serial-:\ 
number of application, nt-.me and address of producer, serial num--. 
bers of certific~tos·issued, total number of cortifioatesJ number 
of pounds or tux-exempt cotton, parts of certif"'icates canceled, · ·: 
date received, sign~turo of producer nnd signatures and certifi~a
tion o!"' the chairman and executive secroto.ry of tho stato o.llot~ 
m0nt board. 

vi. Contracts, Original 1934 and 1935 Cotton ~creago reductions, showing 
serial number of contract, name and address of producerJ st~tus of 
ownership, lcc~.tion of fnr1n, mileage and no.me of nearest town, legal 
description of farm, shmving section, tovmship and range, total ~pre
uge, statement of terms nnd conditions nnd obligc~tions, br .. sis f o;r de·· 
termining cotton acreage reduction n.nd rente.l and parity payment),J 
cotton o.croage a.nd production, signn.ture of producer, signatures~·- and 
certification of community and county committeemen, dute approved me 
acceptcdJ signn.ture of the Secrotary of ..1.\.gricul ture by o. rcprosentn-· 
tive of the United States Department of Agriculture, signature ~µd 
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Coun~r Extension Dopo.rtment in Agriculture 
and Home Economics - County Agent 

(Next entry 157, P• 116) 

certification of adm.inistrativo officer and comptroller:, dates of 
fir~t payments and nmounts of chocks • 

. --vi.-a.. Oo11tro.cts., cotton option be11efits 1 original copies of offers filed 
by cotton producers with the United Stntos Department of Agricul
ture to enter into cotton bonofit contracts for tho reduction of 
cotton production and the receipt of pnym.0nts therefor~ showing 
name and address of produc¢;r1 location of farm, totnl cotton acre
age, number of pounds of fertilizer por a.ere, toto.l yield c.nd pro
duction in 1932, no.inc of gin opera.tor, description of n:mounts und 
holders of liens, estimated yield, cash payment elected, dato of 
offer, signature of produc~r, signatures and consent of ~lienhold
ors, do.to of inspection by. communi 'bJ committoomn.n, signature of 
community committooman, date of nccoptnnco by county connnittcoJ 
signature of the Secretary of Agriculture, by roprosontativcs of 
the Uni tod Sta tos Department of 11.gricul ture. · · 

viii. Contracts, ne11v. spocia.1 co.sos·, originc~l list of., cotton producers 
under spocial con·tracts ,vith tho United Stutes Dopcrt1nent of Agri
culture c.nd lists of cotton producers entering into novv contro.cts 
with tho United Sta.tos Dopartmont of Agrioulturo pursun.nt to tho . 
Cotton Acreage Reduction Act of 1934, showing soriul number of con
tract, namo and address of producer, base ~oreago, total cotton 
acreage~ total rented acreage, cotton yield and production and name 
of pladgoo. 

ix. Contract, signers, origino.1 list of, cotton producers under contract 
with the United States Depnrtment of Agriculture pursuant to tho 
Cotton Acreage Reduction Act of 1934, showing name and address or
produoer, sorinl numbor of contract, base ncrongo, totnl cotton 
ncrco.ge and totc.l rontod l\C roago. 

x. Documents, ·gupplomentary to Bo.r.tkhoo.d Applico.tions, duplicate copies. 
of, supplementary information sheets filed by cotton producers with 
applicc..tions for cotton n.croo.go reduction c.nd· to.x oxc1nption oerti
ficates, showing name ~nd·nddross of producer, base·ucreugo, per
ccntngo of rontod ~crcagc, cotton ucrongo nllotmcnt, ndjustod yield 
per noro, stipulation of basic figures for 1935, signature of pro
ducers, signatures and certification of community nnd coun~ com
mitteomen c.nd signnturc n.nd npprovul oi'\ the county ngont. 

xi. Original copies of bulletins of instruction issued to cotton produc
ers for tho distribution of·parity puyments nmong producers, shu~o
croppors _ o.nd tenn!'lt farmers, showing sto. toment of rt.110 s, c.nd rogu-
1a tions governing distr:l.b'Lltion, o.pplicatic•11 of rule, cxnmple demon
strating method of distrubution, provisions for failure to produdo 
crop bocuuso of uno.voidabl0 natural cau so, toto.1 parity payment, ... 
no.mes of producer, :sho.rom-op_pors.c.nd tenants, cotton acrco.gc a.llot
monts, amount distributed in cash nnd credit, signa~ures of share~ 
croppers nnd tcnnnts 1 sig~uturo and outh of producer und sign~turo 
a.nd title of officer n.dministoring oc.th. 

xii. Receipts for cotton price adjustment pQymqnt, original copies of, 
given by cotton producers for po.rity p4yrtlc11t checks issued 1.,l1'1der -~gre~
monts to cooperate in the cotton o.orco.gc reduction progrr.1.m of tho 
Unitod Stntos Depc.rtmont of Agriculture c.nd reports of the dis
tribution of tho pc.ymont nmong tho producer; sho.rc-oropp_ers c.nd ten-
ants, showing check number! umount of chock, form number under ·: 

v1hich check vms issued~ duto of receipt and report, signature ~ .. nd" 
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County Extension Department in Agriculture 
and Rome Economics - County Agent 

(Next entry 157, p. 116) 

address of producer, signature and address of witness. itemized 
statement of distribution of p~ymcnt showing name of person re
ceiving she.re; amount of cotton sold, rate of payment per pound, 
amount paid in ca.sh a.nd crodit, signature o.nd receipt of sho.re-
oropper or tenant• rule governing distribution of payment, d~to 
reportod, signo.turo and certification of producer ~nd signature 
of witness and signature und approval of county agricultural dcm-
onstrntion agent. ~ 

xiii. Receipts for chocks dolivcrcd, origir.JJ..l copies of, givon by·cotton 
produoors, sllnr·ooroppors . and tenant farmers for parity po.ymont 
chocks dolivored under agreements t~ participate in tho cotton 
acreage reduction program o'f the United States Depa.rtmont of i\gri
oulturo showing sorial num~or of oontraot, r...mount of chock, check 
number, signature of recipient and witnesses. 

xiv. Record of measurements, original copies of measurements taken of 
farms operating under cotton acreage reduction contracts with.the 
United States Department of Agriculture, showing serial number of 
contract, name and address of producer, location of farm, base 
acreage, total cultivated acreage and total rented acreage. 

xv. Record of individual producers, original copies of record of, cotton 
acreage allotments and tax exemption certificates issued filed by 
cotton producers operating under cotton acreage reduction contraots 1 

showing date filed• name and address of producer, total number of. -
pounds, number of pounds alloted, total number of pounds unsigned, 
dates and number of pounds on oaoh certificate issued, and sig:nt\-... 
ture of producer. : 

xvi. Soil Conservation Program. duplicate copies of, reports of perform~ 
anoo made to the United States Department of Agriculture by farmers 
operating undor thG soil conservation program of the dopartmont~ 
showing date of report. period covered, namo a.nd···_addross of produc• 
or, location and description of farm, legal description of farm:, · 
showing section, township and range. number of acres alloted to 
cotton, number of diverted aoros, measurements of acros alloted: to 
cotton, numbor of soil conserving acres estimated, soil building 
practices, soil conserving practicos~ hours used in measuring, names 
of helpers, sig~ture of producer and signature and certification 
0£ local supervisors. 

xvii. Soil Conservation, Farm Adjustmonts, original copies of adjustment . 
•. uaade to farms operating undor the soil conservation progro.m of tho 
United States Dcpurtment of Agriculture, showing 1935 contract sc~ 
rial number, name of operator under 1935 contract. address~ base · 
acreage, base product. adjusted acre~ge quota and adjusted product 
quota and date of adjustment. 

xviii. Soil Conservation Progro.m. Instructions, pamphlets and bulletins is
sued by the United Stntcs Deportment of Agriculture containing rules. 
regulations und instruction for tho administration and operation ~r 
the soil conscrvo.tion pro~nm, showing date published., ti tlo and ·:. 
subjects. 

xix. Soil Conservation Program. Work Sheets, original copies of work shoots 
prepared by f~rmors mid producers operating under the soil conser• 
vation program of the United States Dopartmont of Agriculture, sh<:>w• 
ing dato of work sheet. name and address of' producer and of o,vncr; 
beat number, dotnilcd description of utilization of land• location 
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County Extension Department in ~griculture 
and Home Economics - County Agent 

( 157-158) 

of' farm nnd logal description showing s-ecti on, township on d rc..nge, 
base acreage and yield, number of other farms owned or operated in 
tho county and signature of owner-operator or produccro 

xx. Tenants, Location of, shown on Form B, lists of tenant farmex-s (\n 
fo.rms operated under contract with the United Sto.tos Dopnrtmen ~ of 
Agriculture for cotton acreage reduction, showing name and address 
of tenant. ~erial number of contract, ~oco.tion of farm ~nd total 
rented acreage. 

Arr. alph. by name of producer and chron. therounder by date of execution of 
instrument. No index. 12 x 24 x 26. 

157. SYRUP CON'.TAA.CTS, 1934-35. 1 file box. 
Carbon copies or sugar cane contracts, showing name or producer, nddrass, num
ber of ucres, township, totnl acros for sugar cane for syrup in 1934•35, sig
nnturo and cortification of person me~suring land, witness, duto, signntur~ of' 
producer. b..rr. numor. by contro.ct;mo. No index. Typed on ptd. form. 14 x 
12 X 20 • 

158, lCORRESPONDENC!7', 1935-·~ 4 file boxes. 
totters, telegrams, noticos and momornndn received by and sent out from tho 
office of the county agent, shovring name of writer and addressee, date or ·com
munication, kind of communication, and contents of connnunic~tion. arr. c4ron. 
by date of comm~ioation. No index. Typed on ptd. f'crm. 14 x 12 x 20. 
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LIST OF COUNTY OFFICIALS 

Members of the Board of Supervisors 

Willie H. McDaniels, Apr •. 1914-Jan. 1916. 
D. M. McElveen, Apr. 1914-Jan. 1916. 
Tom B. Jones, Apr. 1914-Jan. 1916. 
A. D. McGuffie, Apr. 1914-Jan. 1916. 
w. B. Dunaway, Apr. 1914-Jan. 1916. 

T. J. Dillon, Jan. 1916-Jan. 1920. 
D. M. McElveen, Jan. 1916-Jan, 1920. 
T. B. Jones, Jan. 1916-Jan. 1920, 
W. K. Ginn, Jan. 1916-Jan. 1920. 
S. J. Lavtrence, Jan. 1916-Jan. 1920. 

T. J. Yvood, Jan. 1920-Jan. 1924, 
G. W. Ball, Jan. 1920-Jan. 1924. 
L. F. ~5.agee, Jan. 192O-Jan. 1924. 
W. K. Ginn, Jan. 192O-Jan. 1924. 
Sims Morgan, Jan. 1920-Jan. 1924. 

Walter Brook, Jan. 1924-Jan. 1928. 
D. ~1I. :UcElveen, Jan. 1924-Jan. 1928, 
T. B. Jones, Jan. 1924-Jan. 1928, 
T. w. McKenzie, Jan. 1924-Jan. 1928~ 
1,. B. Dunaway, Jan. 1924-Jan. 1928 .• 

J.M. Johnson, Jan. 1928-Jan. 1932, 
D. "11. :McElveen, Jan. 1928-Ja.n. 1932. 
A. B, Reagan, Jan. 1928-Jan. 1932. 
T. 11. McKenzie, Jan. 1928-Jan. 1932. 
Fred H. 11agee, Jan. 1928-Jan. 1932. 

Vv. v. Brock, Jan. 1932-Jan. 1936. 
s. L. ]~oore., Jan. 1932-Jan. 1936. 
L. F. 1:iagee, Jan. 1932-Jan. 1936. 
·tJll. K, Ginn, Jan. 1932 ... Jan. 1936. 
J. }•i i.i.. Foil, Jan. 1932-Jan. 1936. 

T.J' A. Wood, Jan. 1936-Jan. 1940. J..l e 

B. A. Toney, Jan. 1936-Jan. 1940. 
J. E. Kennedy, Jan. 1936-Ma.r.. 1937. 
A. B. Reagan, Mar. 1937-Jan. 1940. 
Vi. K. Ginn·:;· Jan. 1936-Jan. 1940. 
J. M. Foil, Jan. 1936-Jun. 1940. 

H. W. Smith, 1st. Dist., Jan. 1940--. 
L. s. Moore, 2nd. Dist., Jan. 1940-- • 
A. B. Reagan, 3rd. Dist., Jan. 1940--. 
Fulton. E. Thompson, 4th. Dist., Jan. 1940--. 
H.J. Cothern, 5th. Dist., Jnn. 1940--. 
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List of County Officials 

Clerks of the Chancery Court 

C. N. Carruth. Apr. 1914-Jan. 1916 •. 
J. c. Luter. Jan. 1916-Ja.n. 1932. -. 
Seth E. Ginn, Jan. 1932--. 

Clerks of the Circuit Court 

B. B. Breeland, Apr. 1914-Jnn. 19lq. 
c. "N. Hinson, Jan. 1916-J~n. 1928. 
M. L. Holmes, Jan. 1928-Jnn. 1936. 
F. s. Surtin, Jan. 1936--. 

Justices of the Pence 

J. H. Sto.lling, Apr. 1914-Jan. 1916. 
Frank-- Davis, Apr, 1914-Ja.n. 1916. 
E. E. OW-ens, Apr. 1914-Jnn. 1916. 
w. T. Pearson, Apr. 1914-Jnn. 1916. 
H. M. Gulledge, Apr. 1914-Jan. 1916. 

L• J. Dill0n, Jan. 1916~Jnn. 1920. 
v. M. Holmes, Jan. 1916-Jnn. 1920. 
Frnnk: Dnvis, Jnn. 1916-Jan. 1920. 
H. M. Stewart, Jan. 1916-Jan. 1920. 
c. F. Blackwell, Jan. 1916-Jcn. 1920. 
L, F. Mngee, Jnn. 1916-Jnn. 1920. 
w. T. Penrson, Jnn. 1916-J~n. 1920. 
T. W. McKenzie, Jnn. 1916-Jan. 1920. 
N, M. Howell, Jnn. 1916-Jan. 1920. 
T. R. Beard, Jan. 1916-Jan. 1920. 

Albert Br.otdt., Jo.n. 1920-Jo.n. 1924. 
Eugene Dillon, Jan. 1920-Jun. 1924. 
E, B. Smith, Jan. 1920-Jan. 1924. 
K. c. Brumfield., Jan. 1920-Jc,.n. 1924. 
M, F. Stayner, Jun, 1920-Jnn. 1924. 
Yl. s. Magee, J~n. 1920-Jnn. 1924. 
T. w. McKenzie, Jnn. 1920-Jan. 1924. 
J.M. Holmes., Jun. 1920-Jnn. 1924. 
Lo D, Dunnaway, Jan. 1920-Jan. 1924. 
Fred H. Mo.gee, Jan. 1920-Ja.n. 1924. 

A. R. Brock, Jo.n. 1924-Jn.n. 1928. 
V!. M. Ginn., Jan. 1924-Jan. 1928. 
E, !-JI. Stewart, Jan. 1924-Jnn. 1928. 
K. C. Brumfield, Jnn. 1924-Jan. 1928. 
w. L. M~gec, Jan. 1924-Jnn. 1928. 
Ao B. Reagan, Jnn. 1924-Jnn. 1828. 
S, F. Sartin, Jun. 1924-Jan. 1928. 
S • N. Brc.c cy, Jun.. 19 2 4- Jan. 1 D 28. 
L, D. Dunrunvny, Jan. 1924-Je.no 1928. 
Frod Ma.ge0, Jan. 1924-Ja.n, 1928. 
J. T.· Holmes, Nov. 29, 1924-Jc..n. 1928. 
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List of County Officials 

E. B. Smith~ Jan. 1928-Sept. 1929. 
1. D. Dunno.way, Jan. 1928-Sept. 1929. 
11'{. M. Ginn., Jan. 1928-Jo.n. 1932. 
B. E. Dillon., Jan. 1928-Jan. 1932. 
Curtis Mitchell, Jan. 1928-Jan. 1932. 
J. D. Crain, Jan. 1928-Jan. 1932. 
-c. E. Holmes, Jnn. 1928-Jan. 1932. 
J. T. Holmes, Jan. 1928-Jan. 1932. 
z. c. Rushing, JAn. 1928-Jan. 1932. 
H. H. Pop~, Jo.n. 1928-Jnn. 1932. 
J. W. Thornhill, Sopt. 1929-Jun. 1932. 
K. c. Brumfield, Sept. 1929-Jnn. 1932. 

111f. s. Bla.okvvoll, Jan. 1932-Jan. 1936. 
B. E. Dillon. Jan. 1932-Jan. ~1936. 
K. c. Brumfield, Jan. 1932-Jan. 1936. 
H. M. Stewo.rt, Jan, 1932-Jun. 1936. 
A. J, Pittman, Jan. 1932-Jan. 1936. 
J. D. Crain, Jan. 1932-Jan. 1936. 
z. c. Rushing, Jan. 1932-Jan. 1936. 
J. T. Holmes., Jan. 1932-Jan. 1936. 

w. M. Ginn, Jun. 1936-Mny 1939. 
K. C. Brumfield, Jan. 1936-Jan. 1940. 
J. D. Crnin, Jnn. 1936.Jan. 1940. 
Jesse w. Mngoo, Jan. 1936-Jan. 1940. 
Lucius M. Magoo, Jan. 1936-1940. 
Lloyd Dillon, May 1936-J~n. 1940. 

Lloyd Dillon, Jun. 1940--. 
Ed Ov-rens, Jan. 1940--. 
Luther Blackvirell, Jnn. 1940--. 
Josse Vil. }lo.gee, Je.n. 1940--. 
Ben C. Alford, Jan. 1940--. 

Consta.blos 

Ellis Alford, Apr. 1914-Jnn. 1916. 
J. N. Grubbs, Apr. 1914-Jan. 1916. 
M. D. Herring, Apr. 1914-Jan. 1916. 
A. B. Brumfield, Apr. 1914-Jo.n, 1916. 
B. s. Boyd, Apr. 1914-Jnn. 1916. 

E.G. Ginn, Jan. 1916-J~n. 1920, 
J. N. Grubbs, Jnn. 1916-Jan. 1920. 
A. B. Rcugnn, Jan. 1916-Jun, 1920. 
s. N. Brucoy, Jan. 1916-Jnn. 1920. 
B. s. Boyd, Jnn. 1916-Jnn. 1920. 
Willis F, Cr~Vlford, March 2, 1918-Jnn, 1920. 

E.G. Ginn, Jun. 1920-Jnn. 1924. 
Sim Alford, Jnn. 1920-J~n. 1924. 
J. M~ Forbs, Jan. 1920-Jnn. 1924. 
Clint Stoyncr, Jnn. 1920-Jan. 1924. 
Alex Brunfield, Jan. 1920-Jan. 1924, 
Hugh Fail, Jnn. 1920-J~n. 1924, 



List of County Officials 

E, G. Ginn. Jnn. 1924-Jan. 1928. 
Sim Alford. Jo.n. 1924-Jan. 1928. 
Elmer Holmes, Jnn. 1924-Jan. 1928. 
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Ed Stoyner, Jan. 1924-Jnn. 1928. 
A.G. Brumfield, Jan. 1924-Jan. 1928. 
v. M. Cothern. Jnn. 1924-Jan. 1928. 
P, A. Dunnll'fl\7, Jan, 30, 1926-Jan. 1928. 

E, G. Ginn, Jan. 1928-Jnn. 1932-
B, W. Johnston, Jan. 1928-Jan. 1932. 
A. Stogner, Jo.n. 1928-Jo.n. 193.2. 
W. J.- Tynes~ Jan. 1928-Jan. 1932. 
J, V. Holmes, Jan. 1928-Jc.:-i, 1932. 
Ernie Dunaway, Jan. 1928-Jan. 1932. 
E, J. Magee, Sept. 1929-Jan, 1932, 

E.G. Ginn, Jan, 1932-Jan. 1936. 
Burtncy Johnston, Jan, 1932-Jan. 1936, 
vVossio Vince, Jo.n. 1932-Ja.n. 1936. 
Garvin Tynes, Jnn. 1932-Jan •. 1936. 
Ed Craft. Jnn~ 1932-Jan. 1936, 
Charles Rayborn, Jan. 1932-Jan. 1936. 
Loslio Brook, No~. 6, 19~5-Jan. 1936. 

La J, Rushing, Jan. 1936-Jan. 1940. 
J, Ed stognor, Jan. 1936~J~n. 1940. 
H, L. Holmes, Jnn. 1936-Jnn. 1940, 
Clyde E. Thornhill, Jnn. 1936-Jan. 1940. 
Loslio Brook, Jan. 1936-Jan. 1940,· 

E, G. Ginn, J~n. 1940--. 
L, J. Rushing, Jan. 1940--. 
J. Ed Stogner, Jnn. 1940--. 
Sam Boyd, J~n. l940--. 
Forry Roberts, Jan. 1940-•• 

County Prosecuting Attorneys 

J, M. Alford, Jan. 1916-Jnn. 1920. 
No incumbent 19·20-1928. 
B. F. Mauk, Jan. 1924-Jan. 1928, 
No incumbent 1928-1936. 
J, M. Alford, Jan. 1936-40. 
I. o. Mngce, Jan. 1940--. 

Sheriffs 

s. 1~. Simrnons, Jan. 1916-Jun. 1920~. 
B. B. Breeland., Jan. 1920-Jan. 1924. 
s. A. Simmons, Jan. 1924-Jnn. 1928. 
N. E. Conerly, Jun. 1928-Jnn. 1932. 
w. H. Brunfield, Jnn. 1932-0ct. 1932. 
Henry (Red) Brunfield (llppointod), Oct. 24., 1934-Nov. 20, 1934. 
J. N. ·Grubbs (Spec. Elco), Nov, 20~ 1934-Jnn. 1936. 
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List of County Officials 

N. E. Conerly, Jan. 1936-Jan. 1940. 
M. E. Bullock, Jan. 1940-•. 

Tax Assessors 

Carl Bell, Apr. 1914-Ja.n. 1916. 
B. B. Breeland, Jan. 1916-Jan. 1920. 
w. w. Simmons,- Jan. 192O-Jan. 1924. 
o. L. Blackwell, Jan. 1924-Jan. 1928. 
o. L. Blackwell, Jan. 1928•1.hy 1931. 
ltrs. o. L. Blackwall (Spec. Elac.), May 1931-Jan. 1936, 
,R. E. Dillon, Jan. 1936-~an. 1940 
R. E. Dillon, Jan. 1940--. 

. Treasurers 

L. o. Bridges, Apr. 1914-Jan. 1916. 
J. J. Brumfield, Jan. 1916-Jan 1920. 
J. L. Dillon, Jan. 192O-Jo.n •. 24, 1920. 
M. L. Holmes (Spec. Elec.), ·Jo.n. 24, 1920--Jan. 1924. 

Superintendents of Education 

J. J. Lee, Apr. 1914-Jan. 1916. 
C. J··• Brumfield, Jo.n. 1916-Jan. 1920. 
J. J. Lee, Jan. 1920-Ja.n. 1924-•. 
C. J. Brumf'iald, Jan. 1924-Jan. 1932. 
D. E. L§tt, Jan 1932-Ja.n. 19}6. 
J. J. Gulledge, Jan. 1936-Jan. 1940. 
J. J. Gulledge, Jan 1940•-• 

Coroners 

Charles Patton, Apr. 1914-Jan. 1916. 
E. B. Smith, Jan.·1916-Jan. 1924. 
w. J. Reeves, Jan. 1920-Jan 1924. 
J. s. Rushing, Jan. 1924-Jan 1928. 
Claud Pigott, Ja.1. 1928-Jan. 1932. 
N• E. Conerly, Jan. 1932-Jan:. 1936. 
Lamie Stinson, Jan. 1936-Jan. 1940. 
Clarenc~ Anthony, ·Jan. 1940--. 

Surveyors 

J. ~. Yarbrough, Apr. 1914-Jan. 1916. 
Jerome Conerly, Jan. 1916-Jan. 1920. 
Simp Wilkenson, Jan. 1920-Jan. 1924. 
G. C. Ball (Spec. Elec.), Jan. 1926~Jan 1928. 
No incumbent since Jan. 1928. 




