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While these pages were passing t!Jrough tbe press, tbe 

Colonel of the Forty-Fourth died at bis ho111e in Westport, 

New York. 
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to testify here to the 1·espect and affection felt for hi111 by the 

Regi111ent, and therefore dedicate Ibis Record 

cn::o tbe ~e111orp 

of 

OUR co~~f.}JANDER, COJ11RADE, AND FRIEND, 

COLONEL FRANCIS L. LEE. 





PREFACE. 

THE Forty-fourth l\1assachusetts l{egimental Associa

tion has been fortunate in one circun1stance. 'I' he regi

n1en t ,vas so largely 111ade up of clerks and students \vho 

are no\V business or professional n1en in Boston, ,vith 

con11non ties of residence and occupation as ,vell as of 

army service, that the yearly meetings of .the Association 

are n1ore largely attended and n1ore heartily enjoyed than 

are· the reunions of regin1ents ,vhose n1embers have be

come scattered aad estranged since the ,var. 

This cordial fello,vship led, -n1any years ago, to a ,vish 

for son1e pern1anent record of the service in ,vhich it 

had its origin. The first reunion of the Forty-fourth ,vas 

held l\1arch 14:, 1876. As early as the annual 1neeting 

held Feb. 5, 1879, the project of publishing a regin1ental 

history ,vas discussed, and referred, ,vith full po,vers, 

to an Historical Committee consisting of Charles C. 

Soule, Ed,vard C. Johnson, Col. Francis L. Lee, Frank 

G. vVebster, and J an1es B. Gardner. 

At the annual n1eeting held Jan. 20, 1 886, . \\Till ian1 

Garrison Reed, Charles J. lVIcintire, Paul S. Y ende11, 

John J. \\Tyeth, and Eben N. He,vins ,vere added to this 

Con1n1ittee. 

The original Con1111ittee selected J an1es B. Gardner to 

collect n1-aterial and edit the history. Diligent inquiry 
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\\"as 111ade an1ong n1en1bers of the regii11ent for old letters, 

diaries, or sketches. f~ro1n n1aterial of this· kind, fron1 

nc\vspaper files, fro111 the records of the \\?' ar Dcpart1nent, 

fro111 the four n1onographs already published concernino-
. b 

the regin1en t, 1 and f ron1 all other available sources Cor-. ' 
poral Gardner had con1pilecl the rouo-h notes for a reo-i-o b 

n1ental history, \vhen he received a railroad appointn1ent 

in the \Vest, and ren1oved fro111 Boston to Dennison, 

Ohio. His ne,v duties so thoroughly absorbed his ti1ne 

that he could not find leisure for ,vorking up his notes, 

and he therefore sent then1 just as they ,vere to the 

Historical Co1nn1ittee. The 1nen1bers of this Con1mittee 

,vere all exceptionally busy n1en, - far too busy to edit 

the history -then1selves. They ,vere con1 pelled to seek 

an editor outside of their o,vn nun1ber; and much ti1ne 

,vas lost in trying to find an1ong surviving 1nembers of 

the regiment son1e one ,vith the leisure, zeal, literary 

ability, and patience needed for deciphering and putting 

into proper shape Gardner's rough notes. Several con1-

rades ,vere almost persuaded to · undertake the task ; but 

laziness, diffidence, or actual inability to spare the neces

sary tin1e finally overcame all of then1. In despair, the 

Conunittee borro,ved an idea frotn "The l\1e1norial His

tory of Boston," divided the regimental record into 

chapters, each e1nbracing sonic phase or event of our 

service, and endeavored to get different con1rades to ,vrite 

the111. In this atten1pt they ,vere successful, although 

1 "Letters from the Forty-fourth Regiment l\I. V. ::\I., by Corporal" {Zcnas T. 

Haines of Company D); "The Day State Forty-fourth," by De Forest Safford; 

" Roll of the Association of Company F, etc.," by E. N. Hewins; and "Leaves from 

a Diary written while serving in Company E, etc.," by J. J. \Vycth. 
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progress \Yas still' slo,v, owing to the ·unconquerable 

dilatoriness of sonic of the contributors. 

Fortunately, Gardner returned to Boston at this junc

ture, and ca1ne to the rescue ,vith rene,vecl zeal and 

energy. Indeed, the other 111e1n bers of the Co1nn1ittee 

,vish to say that not,vithstanding the services rendered 

by the \\Titers of chapters and by other con1rades ( a1nong 

,vhon1 they ,vould especially n1ention and thank Reed, 

He,vins, and \Vyeth ), Gardner has done by far the 

greater part of getting this book together, and deserves a 

proportionate share of the credit. 

It ,vas detern1ined at an early stage in the enterprise 

that the history should be illustrated. To this end the 

Con11nittee have been fortunate in securing the services of 

Paul S. Yendell, of Con1pany G, ,vhose sketches have the 

1nerit of being ren1iniscences of incidents of actual service 

,vith the Forty-fourth. The n1a1:>s and plans have been 

carefully prepared and dra\vn (,vithout compensation) by 

Con1rade Gardner. 

As the result of these prolonged efforts, - son1e,vhat 

disproportionate, perhaps, to the size and in1portance of 

the book, - the Con1n1ittee present to the Regimental 

Association this Record of the ca1npaign _ of the Forty

fourth, believing that even the difficulties of preparation, 

and the consequent enlistn1ent of so 111any different con

tributors, have tended to vary the style and increase the 

interest of the narrative. 

Lest this book should come into the hands of any 

others than our O\Vn comrades, it tnay be ,vell to say 

here that the 1nc1nbers of the Forty-fourth, as only nine 

n1onths' soldiers, recognize that they should speak 
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111odestly of their ser\'iccs. · But "·bile yielding achnira

tion and precedence to the veterans \\'hose patriotisn1 

pron1pted and ,vhose opportunities allo,ved a longer 

enlistment, t_he short-tin1e n1en n1ay be pcn~1itt~~ to look 

back ,vith son1c satisfaction to the part, ho,vever sn1all, 

,vhich they played in the great \Var of the Rebellion. 

The service of the Forty-fourth lVIassachusetts included 

a representative variety of the experiences of the Ameri

can volunteer during a ,vinter can1paign, - can1p life, 

provost-duty, n1arches, skirn1ishes, a siege, battles serious 

enough to test the courage of the regin1ent, exposure, 

hardship, and losses by disease and in action. · So far 
, 

as it ,vent, this service ,Yas serious ,vork, and not a 

n1ere holiday parade. Older and n1ore seasoned veter

ans ,vill not begrudge us these 1nodest ren1iniscences. 
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CHAPTER I. 

NE\V ENGLAND GUARDS. 

N ,vriting the biography of an individ
ual it is customary to ref er to his an
cestry; and in ,vriting ,vhat might be 
called an autobiography of the F arty-
fourth Regiment it therefore seems 
appropriate to give a short account of 
the New England Guards, a military 
organization founded during the \Var 
of 1812-1815, and fro1n ,vhich that 
regiment ,vas lineally descended. The 
Ne,v England Guards ,vere regularly 
organized at a meeting held at Con
cert Hall, Boston, Sept. 19, 1812, un-. 
der authority of an order issued by 
the Brigadier-General commanding· 
the Third Brigade, First Division, 

M. V. l\f. Forty votes were cast, and Sa111uel S,vett ,vas elected 
captain; George Sullivan, lieutenant; and Lemuel Blake, ensign. 
The meeting then adjourned to the 24th, ,vhen James Dalton ,vas 
chosen first sergeant; Stephen G. Brown, second; \tVilliam \Vard, 
third; and Isaac Mansfield, fourth. The corporals ,vere chosen 
five days later. At this meeting the draft· of the constitution 
,vas read and discussed, and on the follo,ving evening, Septem
ber 25, at a meeting held at Faneuil Hall, it ,vas adopted. 

The preamble read as follows : -

" To facilitate the performance of the duty which we owe to our country 
of adding to our character as citizens some portio~ of the skiJI of the sol
dier ; to increase our usefulness as militiamen by adding to the zeal which 

1 
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is excited by patriotism, the ardor which is inspired by emulation ; and to 
give to each one of us, while exerting himself for his own and the State's 
defence, that confidence in each other's zealous and skilful co-operation 
which can result only frotn military discipline, we have voluntarily asso
ciated ourselves for the purpose of forn1ing a con1pany of light infantry ; 
and to govern us in the pursuit of these objects we have adopted the fol
lowing articles for our constitution." 

This ,vas quite lengthy, and contained the prov1s1ons usually 
found in docun1ents of that description. The uniform as ong1-
nally ordered ,vould look strange in these days: -

" A plain, dark blue coat, double-breasted, with gilt buttons ; ,vhite waist
coat ; white pantaloons ; blue cloth pantaloons ; half-boots with black tas
sels ; round hat with a black leather cockade, yellow eagle in the centre, 
and a gold loop extending down to the band ; a black silk stock. • . . " 

The duties of the officers are described with exceeding n1inute
ness. A clause in the article specifying those of the orderly 
sergeant reminds us how inadequate ,vere the postal facilities in 
those days: -

" He shall notify all the n1e1nbers of every n1eeting by signing a written 
or printed notification, which he shall seasonably deliver to the other ser
geants and corporals in equal parts ; and it is hereby declared to be their 
duty to deliver said notifications without delay to the rnembers to whom 
they are addressed." 

Previous to the declaration of peace in 18 I 5, one hundred and 
twenty-six members had joined the Guards. Among them were 
n1any ,vho in after years ,vcre enrolled an1ong the " solid men of 
Boston; " and their children and grandchildren ,vere found in 
most of the regiments sent to the front from Massachusetts, and 
in a fe\v ,vhich ,vent fro1n other States. Abbott La,vrence be
can1e l\1inister to England; Joseph B. I-Ienshaw ,vas for son1e 
time Collector of the Port of Boston; William Greenough, Jr., 
,vas a ,vell-known hardware n1erchant, and his son is no,v Presi
dent of the ·Trustees of the Public Library; Nathan Hale ,vas 
editor of one of the most influential newspapers in Ne,v England 
and father of Rev. Ed,vard Everett Hale; and the names of 
Samuel S,vett, George Sullivan, Letnuel Blake, Stephen G. 
Bro,vn, George Dana, l\tlassa \Villis, Robert P. \Villiams, Reuben 
Richards, Jr., Charles Tidd, l\ioses Grant, Jr., Richard Ward, 
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\Vatson Gore, Dcn1ing Jarves, Lorenzo Draper, Jonathan G. Bar
nard, Thomas Dennie, Jr., J oscph Callendar, Jr., Cheever New
hall, Joseph \Vest, Jr., Benjamin F. \Vhite, Thon1as R. Sewall, 
Joseph Ballistcr, J cffrcy Richardson, Barney Tisdale, Samuel 
Hunt, 1 Isaac Child, Joseph I--Iay, and others will be readily re
called by all the older generation of Bostonians. Mr. Hay is 
still living. 2 Dan Simpson and Si Smith were the drummer and 
fifer. Sin1pson attended the annual reunion of our regiment in 

I 884.3 

The company drilled regularly on 1'uesdays, Thursdays, Fri
days, and Saturdays, from September 23 to November 19, ,vhen 
it made its first public parade under command of Captain S,vett, 
and ,vas presented ,vith " an elegant standard " by General 
vVelles. If those to whom his speech ,vas addressed did not 
have the opportunity to practise its precepts, its spirit animated 
the members of the Guards, as their record fro1n I 861 to I 865 
conclusively proved. A fe,v extracts may ,vell be given: -

"In .a free republic a permanent and standing n1ilitary force has ever 
been considered dangerous if not hos~ile to the liberties of the people. 
The framers of our happy constitution of government have pref erred an 
appeal to the patriotism of the citizens ; on the discipline, therefore, of its 
citizen soldiers the prosperity of the State essentially depends. 

"\Ve witness with pleasure this day your enlistment among the de
fenders of their country; the trust is sacred ; the duties imposing. On 
your patriotism we may confidently rely. Valor and discipline will 
point to you the path to glory. Remember that the independence of 
your country was purchased with the toils and blood of your fathers, and 
in your hands the sacred deposit is placed for posterity .... As honor
able citizens and undaunted soldiers cultivate harmony with each other, 
preserve subordination, perfect yourselves in discipline, and the reward 
y0u will receive for this valuable service will be the sublime satisfaction 
which results from the discharge of duty with fidelity and the grateful 
acknowledgments of your fellow-citizens." 

The standard ,vas accepted on behalf of the Guards by Ensign 
Blake. In his response occurred the sentence ,vhich the Guards 
afterwards adopted as their motto: -

1 Father of Captah1 Charles Hunt, of Company G. 
2 Mr. Hay celebrated his ninety·sixth birthday anni\'ersary, Jan. 15, 1886. 
8 Dan Simpson died, after this chapter was written, at a good old age. 



4 FORTY-FOURTH MASSACHUSETTS INFANTRY. 

" Although our country is engaged in a war contrary to· the views 
of the people of New England, yet, if in the course of its events we 
should be called to the tented field by our venerable con1n1ander-in-chicf 
'to repel invasion,' 'to suppress insubordination,' or 'to execute the laws 
of the Union,' we pledge our life's blood to preserve this standard from 
dishonor. 'OuR NATION's HONOR 1s THR no~n OF ux10N.'" 

~\~[I/~~~ 
-- ~ -
-~ ----_ -

- - - -~. -----. 

On this occasion it is noted 
· as a fact ,vorth remembering 
that the Guards "partook of 
cake and ,vine ,vith General 
vVelles,'' and that they ,vent 
" from the Common to the 
home of Captain S,vett, ,v.here 
a superb collation ,vas pro
vided by his liberality." .All 
through the orderly book such 
notations as these are contin
ually found, sho,ving that the 
Guards had a keen apprecia
tion for the pleasures of the 

table; and on the principle of transmitted traits ,ve may account 
for the distaste ,vith ,vhich many of its later members received 
the hard-tack and salt horse furnished them half a cent:1ry 
aitenvards. 

At a meeting held at Concert Hall the following evening, the 
company voted to present a piece of plate to General \Velles 
" expressive of their respect and gratitude for his honorable 
patronage." They also voted the thanks of the N·e,v England 
Guards to " the young lady who honored them ,vith the elegant .. 
draft of the Roll of Members." 1 

At the suggestion of General \Velles, the officers of the Guards, 
with the approval of the majority of the members, applied to the 

1 On the margin of the orderly book is a memorandum dated October, 1842, to the 
effect that the young lady was Miss \Valter, aftenvarcls wife of 1Ir. S. F. l\lcCleary, 
the first City Clerk of Boston. Many of our comrades knew her personally, and the 
writer has heard her express the gratification she felt on this occasion. l\Iiss \Valter 
was an accomplished penwoman, and the original design which she made for the 
inscription on the plate presented to General \V clles, as we JI as several other designs 
which she furnished, arc preserved in one of the orderly books. 
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Governor and Council for a couple of cannon for the use of 
the corps. The 1natter ,vas considered at the council meeting 
in January, I 8 I 3, but the officers having learned unofficially 
that the Governor did not feel authorized to act in the matter, 
the petition ,vas, by consent of all parties interested, ,vithdrawn, 
and General Boyd of the United States Arn1y, con1mandant of 
the station, requested to loan the Guards the desired cannon. 
This request he kindly granted. ()n Jan. 19, 1813, "t~1e ,veather 
,vas rainy and the roads ,vet ,vith melting sno,v; but the Guards 
resolving unanimously to march, they proceeded to the Navy 
. Yard at Charlcsto,vn, ,vhence they brought the cannon into 
Boston and lodged them at the artillery gun-house at four o'clock 
P. l\I." These ,vere returned to the N'avy Yard Feb. 9, 1814,1 at 
the request of General Cushing. On the san1e day it ,vas voted 
that " the commissioned 
officers be appointed a 
committee to apply to the 
Legislature of the State 
for a pair of brass cannon 
for· the use of the· com

pany.JI There is no rec
ord of the tin1e ,vhen 
these ,vere received; but 

on June I 3, 18 r 4, the " Guards started for Charlesto,vn ,vith the 
six-pounders." These cannon ,vere in possession of the corps 
for several years. By some means they ,vere lost, but ,vere 
found a few years since, and for a while formed " the battery '' 
at the residence of Colonel vV. V. Hutchings, Roxbury. Re
cently they have been placed in the rooms of the Bostonian 
Society, in the Old State House. Each piece bears the inscrip
tion, " Cast & Mounted by Order of the Board of vVar for the 
N. E. G., 1814." 2 

February I 8, I 813, the Guards volunteered escort duty to 
the committee on the reception of Commodore Bainbridge of 
the " Constitution," ,vho had just ,von the victory over the 

1 There is doubt if this date is correct. 
2 The orderly books and all the records c,f the Guards which can be found have 

been placed with the Bostonian Society in trust. 
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" Guerrierc." Comn1ander Rogers, Captain Hull, and others 
participated. 

On Thursday morning, Sept. 2, 1813, the company paraded. 
The day was intensely hot. The orderly notes, " Number of 
1nembers s1nall, but these ,vere resolute." After taking theirr 
guns and baggagc-,vagons fro1n the gun-house on Beacon Street, 
they proceeded by \Vest Boston Bridge, \Vest Cambr:dge, and 
the ,vest side of l\1edford Pond to Gardner's Locks. On the ,vay 
",ve made the hills and vales resound ,vith our animated songs." 
Most of us undoubtedly recall many instances ,vhen, if our 
orderly sergeants had not been completely ,vorn out ,vith fatigue, 
they, too, might have made similar entries. Few of us ,vill ever 
forget the inspiration ,ve felt as ,ve joined in the chorus of "John 
Bro,vn" or "Kingdom Coming," or listened to the Ho,vard boys, 
or E,ver, or Po,vers, or Perkins, in one of their special songs. 

vVhen the Guards reached their destination, " the Lake of the 
Woods," they pitched their tents; the encampment ",vas on 
streets running from front to rear, as practised in Europe." On 
Friday they marched to l\tiedford, and after partaking of the 

~ . 
hospitality of the adjutant-general, Peter C. Brooks, established 
their camp on the hill in rear of Mr. Tidd's house. On Saturday 
they returned to Boston. ..fhe time had been ,vell occupied in 
drill, target practice, and similar duties, not forgetting the social, 
,vhich the Guards never neglected. The record in the orderly 
book is quite long, and concludes as follows: '' Thus having 
the honor to be the first military corps that has marched out of 
to,vn with complete camp equipage, made a regular encampment, 
and performed regular camp duty for three successive days since 
the establishment of our Common\'vealth." 

Captain S,vett having resigned (October, I 8 I 3), to accept posi
tion as Topographical Engineer of the Northern Arn1y, on April 2, 

18 r 4, George Sullivan was· elected captain and Lemuel Blake 
lieutenant. 

Sunday, April 3, 18 I 4, the comman_ding officer learned from 
Commodore Bainbridge that the frigate " Constitution '' had been 
chased into l\Iarblehcad harbor by a seventy-four and t\vo frig
ates of the enemy. The news ,vas received at 5 .30 A. 1\1. The 
Guards assembled, formed, and started at 7 A. :M. On the ,vay to 
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Marblehead they made a short halt at the residence of Commo
dore Bainbridge in Charlesto,vn. Soon after resun1ing their 
1narch they ,vere recalled by orders from the Con1n1odore direct
ing them to return to Boston to take charge of some heavy 
ordnance ,vhich he intended to send to Marblehead. As the 
horses ,vere not ready, the corps was disn1issed till I I P. l\I., ,vhen 
every member who had turned out in the morning reported for 
duty. Several others, ,vhose notifications had not reached them 
early enough to enable them to join in the first march to 
Charlesto,vn, ,vere also present. News reached the armory about 
midnight that the enemy had retreated, and the Guards ,vere 
dismissed. One of the older members, 1 ,vhose recollection of 
this parade was very distinct, said that Abbott La,vrence, ,vho 
always manifested a very strong interest in the Guards, started in 
the morning shod in light dancing-pumps; that before reaching 
Charlesto,vn he ,vas practically barefooted; but, far fron1 being 
discouraged, he hired a boy to go home for his boots, and met 
him carrying them to,vards l\1arblehead as the column ,vas 
returning. 

June 13, 1814, the Guards ,vent into camp at Charlesto,vn to 
guard the Chelsea bridge, ,vhich Commodore Bainbridge feared 
n1ight be attacked. They remained there from Monday till 
Thursday, and in consideration of their services ,vere invited to 
the launch of the seventy-four gun-ship, then almost completed, 
and to a collation at the residence of the Co1nmodore after the 
launch. 

During the ,veek beginning Oct. 26, I 814, a detachn1ent of 
the Guards under command of Ensign Pickman did garrison duty 
at Fort Strong. Charles Tidd and J. Ho,ve, Jr., ,vere the ser
geants, and Abbott La,vrence and Richard \Vard the corporals. 
In the regulations issued for the government of the detachment 
it is provided that the " commissary ,vill furnish whatever spirit 
may be needed for the use of the mess." It may be that from 
this incident the ,vord " commissary " came to be synonymous 
,vith a rather ,vell-known article ,vhich ,vas sometimes confiscated 
by our boys, but to ,vhich the colonel decidedly objected unless 
liberally diluted with quinine or supplied under the guise of · 

I Mr. Joseph \Vest, who died Oct. 16, 1884, aged ninety-two years. 
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"orange pickle." It also indicates that social matters received 
some attention, to find a note saying, "It is expected that gentle
men ,vill entertain their guests at their individual expense." 

Feb. I 3, I 8 I 5, the morning on ,vhich ,vas received the ,velcome 
news of the declaration of peace, the Guards fired salutes from 
the Co1nn1on at noon and at sunset. 

1,he Guards seem to have continued the custom of going into 
yearly catnp (the "summer campaign," as they called it); and 
although no direct statement to that effect appears in the orderly 
book, there are many entries ,vhich lead the reader to inf er that 
this practice ,vas not comn1on to the other 111ilitary organizations 
of the State. During the campaign of I 822 the orderly, in de
tailing the preparations made to receive guests, deen1s this fact 
,vorthy of record: "After dinner the tents ,vere cleared of all 
rubbish. The members put on clean trousers." 

The encampment of I 823 ,vas honored by the· presence of 
John Quincy Adams, ,vho revie,ved the corps and highly com
plimented it. 

June 14, I 824, appears this extraordinary resolution, especially 
surprising considering the reluctance ,vith ,vhich their successors 
quitted the "soft side of a downy plank" ,vhen reveille sounded 
on a cold and disagreeable morning: " Voted, unanimously, that 
the company shall have a drill on l\tlonday of each ,veek at. five 
o'clock in the morning untill the campaign." The experiment 
,vas evidently_ a failure, as the vote ,vas rescinded on June 24. 

July 7, a destructive fire occurred on Beacon and Charle,s 
Streets. The Guards volunteered to protect the property, and 
forty minutes after the order had been issued by Captain Lyman 
two officers and forty mem hers had reported at the armory tor 
duty. 

August 24, the con1pany formed part of the escort on the occa
sion of Lafayette's visit to Boston, and ,vcre given the right of the 
line. The follo,ving day they ,vent into annual encampment, 
,vhere they ,vere visited by General Lafayette, Governor Eustis, 
and a colonel of the British army ,vho had " lost a limb at \Vater
]oo." The latter paid the Guards a very an1biguous compliment 
,vhcn he remarked that he " never sa,v such discipline in any 

camp as ours." 
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Feb. I I, _1825, they attended the funeral of Governor Eustis, 
and on April 8 guarded the property saved from the Doane 
Street fire, "a destructive conflagration ,vhich burned up,vards of 
fifty stores and houses, and in consequence of which up,vards of 
one hundred and fifty people ,vere thro,vn out of en1ployment." 

June I 7, they participated in the laying of the corner-stone of 
Bunker Hill lVIonument, and ten days later ,vere called upon by 
the Governor to be· ready to aid in suppressing a riot at the 
North End; but fortunately their services ,vere not required. 

Dec. 5, I 829, the buttons ,vere ordered to be sta1nped '' N. E. G." 
The non-con1missioned officers had evidently tired of acting as 
postmen, as at this meeting a vote ,vas passed authorizing the etn
ployment of a suitable person to deliver notices. 

Aug. I I, I 834, the convent at Charlestown ,vas burned, and the 
Guards ,vcre on duty more or less fron1 the 12th to the 16th. 
June 29, I 8 3 5, the orderly notes a vote that ,vc " go on the Com
mon to drill by the light of the pale moon ; " whether a variety of 
artificial light or a ne,v kind of tactics he does not condescend to 
explain. 

On Sunday, July I I, 1837, they ,vere ordered out, and _under 
command of Ensign Bigelow ( aftenvards Chief Justice of the 
Con1n1on,vealth) performed valiant service during the Broad 
Street riot. They ,vere the first infantry company that reported 
for. duty. 

The annual encampment of I 838 ,vas held at vVoburn in June. 
On one day it is estimated that they entertained over three 
thousand visitors; at one hotel more than seven hundred chaises 
and carriages wer~ taken care of. The Guards ,verc ~lways social 
favorites, and that their successors ,vere so regarded is proved by 
the throngs of visitors ,vhich crowded the camps of the Second, 
T,ventieth, Twenty-fourth, and Forty-fourth, ,vhich ,vere essen
tia1ly N. E. G. regin1ents. 

Aug. 3 I, I 839, they ,vent to Barnstable and spent five days 
there during the centennial celebration of that town. Being dis
appointed in the arrival of the steamer they had engaged (it 
,vas detained by a heavy storm), they chartered a schooner, and 
,vith nearly two hundred members reached Barnstable before 
the hour appointed for the beginning of the exercises. It ,vas 
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the first uniformed military company that had ever been seen 
there. 

· April 2 I, 184 I, they performed escort duty at the funeral of 

President I-Iarrison, and on June 17, 1843, joined in the proces
sion incident to the ceremonies at the dedication of Bunker Hill 
Monun1ent, the corner-stone of ,vhich they had assisted in laying 
eighteen years before. 

The records of the Guards up to I 845 have been preserved, 
and from them tnost of the facts in the account thus far given 
have been gathered. Subsequent to that year it is difficult to 
obtain full particulars, as all official papers and documents ,vere 

burned in the great fire of November, 1872. In consequence of 
this loss the most interesting portion of its history, from a few 
years previous to the breaking out of the ,var until the departure 
of the Forty-fourth, is largely a matter of tradition. 

The interest of the members in the success of the Guards grew 
rapidly during the year or two previous to the outbreak of the 
Rebellion. The visit of the Ellsworth Zouaves of Chicago had 

a stimulating effect by sho,ving how much "·as yet needed to 
bring the company up to the standard of excellence at ,vhich it 
aimed. As an indication that at that tin1e they had made con
siderable progress in drill and discipline, Ells,vorth is reported to 
have said that he anticipated having to compete ,vith son1e ,vell
drilled 1nilitia companies, but he did not expect to find one 
exhibiting so -much proficiency as the Guards. 

1,he annual festival in January, I 861, ,vas largely attended, and 
,vas a gathering of much interest. It ,vas on this occasion that 
Governor Andre,v remarked that he had always been regarded as 
a peace n1an, and that he ,vas so much a friend of peace that he 

was ready to fight for it. 
Jan. 23, 186 I, Captain Gordon presiding, Governor Andrew's 

celebrated Order No. 4 1 ,vas read. In accordance ,vith its 

General Order No. 4. 

l Cmm,IONW~ALTH OF MASSACIIUSETTS, 

HEADQUARTERS, BosTos, Jan. 16, 1861. 

Events ,vhich have recently occurred, and are now in progress, require that l\fassa
chusctts should be at all times ready to furnish her quota upon any requisition of the 
President of the United States, to aid in the maintenance of the laws and the peace 
of the Union. His Excellency, the Commander-in-Chief, therefore orders, -

That the commanding officer of each company of volunteer militia examine with 
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provisions every men1ber, excepting one who excused himself on 
the ground of serious illness in his family, pledged himself to go 
to the front immediately should the co1npany be called upon. A 
inilitary critic, in cornmenting upon the Guards about this tin1e, 
remarks: "The efficiency and in1provement of the company in 
drill is owing very 1nuch to the skill and ability of Captain George 
H. Gordon, a graduate of \Vest Point, ,vho has done efficient . 
service in the U nitcd States Army; and also to the efforts of the 
excellent orderly, Thornas G. Stevenson." 

Just previous to the outbreak of the \Var the "Tigers" and 
the " Guards" formed respectively Con1panies A and B of the 
Second Battalion of Infantry. March 11, 1861, Company B ,vas 
set off as Con1pany A of the Fourth Battalion; a ne,v co1npany, 
B, was formed, and Captain Gordon elected major. 

1'he first call for troops was made April I 5, 1861. As the 
quota of Massachusetts was filled by the regiments ,vhich were 
selected by Governor Andre,v, the battalions ,vere not required 
for duty, and on April I 3· l\iajor Gordon offered his services to 
the Governor to raise and comrnand a regiment of volunteers for . . 

the ,var. This ,vas probably the first offer of the kind received 
by the Con1mander-in-Chief. Major Gordon's letter of resignation 
states so clearly the reasons for his action, and gives so plainly 
his vie,vs of the proper functions of the organized militia, that it 
has been copied in full: -

In offering to the Governor of the Commonwealth my resignation of 
the office of Major of the Fourth Battalion of Infantry to assume c01n-

care the roll of his company, and cause the name of each member. together with his 
rank and place of rc~idcnce, to be properly recorded, and a copy of the same to be 
forwarded to the office of the Adjutant-General. Previous to which, commanders of 
companies shall make strict. inquiry whether there are men in their commands who 
from age, physical defect, business, or family causes, may be unable or indisposed 
to respond at once to the orders of the Commander-in-Chief, made in response '"t:> the 
call of the President of the United States, that they may be forthwith discharged; so 
that their places may be filled by men ready for any public exigency which may arise, 
whenever called upon. 

After the above orders shall have been fulfi1led, no discharge, either of officer or 
private, shalt be granted, unless for cause satisfactory to the Commander-in-Chief. 

If any companies have not the number of men allowed by Jaw, the commander of 
the same shall make proper exertions to have the vacancies filled, and the men 
properly dri11ed and uniformed, and their names and places of residence forwarded 
to headquarters .... 

\VILLIAM SCHOULER, Adj11ta11t-Ge11era/. 
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n1and of a regiment to be raised for service during the existence of our 
present· unhappy difficulties, I dee111 it due to the men1bers co111posing 
that battalion to state publicly my reasons therefor, as follows : -

, Vherever any son of l\Iassachusetts can render the n1ost efficient ser
vice to the State, there, in my judgtnent, should his efforts be given. Al
though in the first outbreak of war reliance 1nust necessarily be placed on 
our 1nilitia, in whose ranks are found n1en of the best classes in our con1-
munity, yet for prolonged and continuous service a composition of forces 
like that constituting the Anny of the General Government is indisputably 
the 1nost efficient and serviceable, - a composition in which the character 
and intelligence of our best citizens n1ust be used to organize and drill the 
bone and muscle of those upon who111 we n1ust rely for our armies. 

Thus we may with a sn1all body of well-instructed gentle1nen impa_rt 
information, raise into an organization, and render efficient very many 
large bodies of n1en, all of whom will in time become soldiers rather than 
undisciplined 1nobs of raw 1nilitia. ,vhere, as in the present sudden emer
gency, any, even the least, capacity exists to hnpart inforn1ation and effi
ciency to a co1npany of privates, we cannot afford to waste precious 
material that may instruct others by calling-it to render individual services 
as privates rather than officers. 

l\fy ai111 as chief of the New England Guards has been to impart to 
my comn1and the necessary instruction to enable the1n to command, rather 
than to build up a company to serve as private:; during the fatigues of a 
long campaign. 

l\1assachusetts needs to-day military skill, science, and power to in
struct. No n1an has a right to refuse his skill to <lrill the body of the 
militia of our State, even though he sacrifice that· ambition, so near to a 
soldier's heart, to be the first to bleed for his country. 

Believing firn1ly that n1y duty lies in the direction I. have chosen, I 
have acted accordingly; and knowing how hard it is for those of 1ny con1-
n1and with who1n I have been so intin1ately associated, and for who111 indi
vidually I entertain a respect that can never abate, and whose bravery and 
patriotism each and every member will show in the right direction, to 
be kept back fro1n the foren1ost in this call of their country, I remain, ever 
devoted to the Constitution of the United States and the Co1nmonwealth 
of l\iassachusetts, 

GEORGE H. GORDON. 1 

This letter shows conclusively what had been his ambition. 
How well he succeeded, let the fact that his command of but two 
companies furnished to the army during the ,var up,vards of two 

1 General Gordoil i-e!erl'ed to this letter in his remarks at the tenth annual reunion, 
Jan. 20, 1886. 
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hundred commissioned officers and a large number of non-com
n1issioned officers and privates fully attest. Captain Putna111 said 
at a meeting of the Guard Association held some ti1ne after the 
cJose of the ,var, that out of one hundred and sixty-one members 
,vho ,verc on duty at Fort Independence in the spring of 1861, 
before the close of the year one hundred and sixteen had been 
co1nn1issioncd and several had enlisted in the ranks. At the 
same meeting Colonel Hutchins said that of the whole number 
,vho ,vere at the fort all but fifteen had gone into the army 
,vithin a very short time after their return to the city. 

That the ,vives and mothers of the 1nembers were as patriotic 
as their husbands and sons it is needless to say, as ,vo111en are 
always foren1ost in any ,vork calling for self-sacrifice. On the 
same day that Major Gordon tendered his services, l\1rs. J. 
Thomas Stevenson, the mother of our forn1er orderly, captain, 
major, and brigadier-general, the beloved and lan1ented Thomas 
G. Stevenson, acting as the representative of three hundred Bos
ton ladies ,vho were ,villing to go to the_ front as nurses if they 
should be needed; called on the Governor and offered their 

. 
services. 

April 2 5, I 861, in accordance ,vith the follo,ving orders, the 
Guards ,vent on duty at Fort Independence: -

HEADQUARTERS, BOSTON, .April 24, 1861. 
Special Order No. 75. 

Captain Thomas G. Stevenson, cotnmanding Fourth Battalion, First 
Brigade, First Division, is hereby ordered, with . the battalion under his 
command, to report at--o'dock A.M., April 25,at the State House!' 
thence to proceed, after being supplied with the necessary arms and equ1p
n1ent5, to Fort Independence, on Castle Island, in Boston Harbor, to 
garrison and protect said fort until further orders. 

1"hese troops are chargerl with this duty in pursuance of their own pa
triotic wishes, and are to be supplied with rations by the State, but to 
perform the service withont con1pensation. 

Hy comn1and, 
,v ILLIAl\f ScHOULER, 

Adj1da11t-Ge11eral. 

HEADQUARTERS, FOURTH BATTALION INFANTRY, l\!. V. 1\1. 
BOSTON, April z5, 1861. 

You are hereby ordered to appear at the annory of the Fourth Battalion 
of Infantry, Boylston Hall, to-day at 12 o'clock, for active service at Fort 
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Independence, in dark pantaloons and cap. There will be provided Ly 
the State, overcoat, knapsack, blanket, two pairs of stockings, two 
woollen shirts. You wil1 provide yourself with towels, brushes, etc., and 
one extra pair cf boots or shoes. 

Per order, 
THO:\IAS G. STEVENSON, 

Captain Com111a11di11g. 

Before leaving for Fort Independence the Guard ,vas presented 
,vi.th a beautiful silk flag- by the young ladies of l\'Ir. Caleb 
Emery's school. Each 1nember ,vas also given a good service
able fatigue-jacket by l\ir. Parker \Vhitney, of the Cadets. 

The battalion ,vent to Fort Independence under command of 
Captain Thomas G. Stevenson. Co1npany A, Lieutenant Osborn, 
had fifty-seven guns, and Co1npany B, Lieutenant Otis, sixty
three guns. May 4, 1861, Captain Stevenson was elected Major. 
On 1\1:ay I I the roster ,vas as follows: - · 

Major • . . . . . . . . . Thomas G. Stevenson. 
Adjutant . . . . . . . . . John F. Anderson. 
Surgeon . . . . . . . Dr. Hall Curtis. 
Quartermaster . . . . . ,villiam V. Hutchings. 
Company A, Captain . . . . . Francis A. Osborn. 

First Lieut. . . . John F. Prince, Jr. 
Second Lieut. . . . E. M. Dennie. 
Third Lieut. . Charles H. Hooper. 
Fourth Lieut. . . . Stephen Cabot. 

Company B, Captain . . . . . R. H. Stevenson. 
First Lieut. . . . . \Villiain C. Otis. 
Second Lieut. . Francis \V. Palfrey. 
Third Lieut. . John Q. Adams. 
Fourth Lieut. . . . J. R. Gregerson. 

1·he complete list of the commanders of the Guards is as 

follows: -

Samuel Swett . . . . . . . . elected Sept. 22, 1812. 
George Sullivan. " April 2, 1814. . . . 
George ,v. Lyman. " May 6, 1817. . . . . . . 
Franklin Dexter " Aug. 22, 1820. • . . . . . . 
Charles G. Loring . " l\1ay 23, 1823. . • . . . . 
William H. Gardiner " lvfay 3, 1825. • • . . • . 
\Villiam F. Otis . " May 6, 1828. • . . . . . . , 
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Edward G. Loring. . . . . . . 
Richard S. Fay . . . . • . . . 
Thon1as Dwight . . . . . . . 
Alanson Tucker . . . . . . . . 
H. H. ,v. Sigourney . . . . . . 
George Tyler Bigelow . . . . . 
Charles Gordon . . . . . . . . 
J. Putnan1 Brad1ee. . . . . . . 
Joseph L. Henshaw . . . . . . 
George T. Lyn1an . . . 
Harrison Ritchie . . . . . 
George H. Gordon . . 
Thomas G. Stevenson. 
Francis L. Lee . 

. . . 

. . . 

elected June 8, 1829. 
" l\1arch 31, 1831. 
" April 23, 1835. 
" 1"1ay 3, 1836. 
" April 4, 1838. 
" Jan. 15, 1839. 
" Jan. 9, 1841. 
" lvlarch 20, 1845. 
" l\rf~rch 16, 1852. 
" Jan. 28, 1857. 
" Dec. 30, 1859. 
" 1860. 

" 
" 

l\fay 4, 1861. 
1862. 

15 

The following extracts from reports of visitors to the fort, 
selected from ne,vspapers published at that time, ,vill indicate the 
opinion ,vhich ,vas generally entertained of the organization : -

'' Everything looks like business, and \Vest Point Cadets are not put 
through a 1nore rigid drill by more competent officers." 

" ... The first impression which strikes the observer is that of disci
pline. The ·commander, Captain Stevenson, has risen rapidly from the 
ranks, evincing peculiar capacity for military discipline and command ; and 
we may add that he is well supported by an enthusiastic and excellent 
body of officers and 111en." 

"The Fourth Battalion of Infantry, at present stationed at F01t Inde
pendence, is composed for the most part of sons of wealthy merchants in 
this city, and on this account they are inclined to be sensitive, fearing that 
the peculiar service to which they have been appointed wi11 be construed 
as an indication of their desire to play the gentleman soldier and an un
willingness to be called into the field, which is far from the case. . . . 
These young n1en at Fort Independence are by strict discipline perfecting 
and inuring themselves in preparation for the real hardships of war and 
active service into which they may soon be called. Let them rest assured 
that their zeal and patriotism will not be questioned, though they tempora
rily occupy Fort Independence instead of Fort l\f onroe or Pickens." 

'' The Fourth Battalion of Infantry, Major Stevenson (without dispar
aging other corps ,vhich show as creditable proficiency in their drill), 
stands at the head of the military organizations of this State for precision 
of moven1ent, skilful performance of complicated manreuvres, and general 
discipline. There have been and there are companies which the Fourth 



16 FORTY-FOURTH l\lASSACHUSETTS INFANTRY. 

would find hard to beat in rapid and correct execution of the manual; 
but there are none as yet that can compare with the Fourth in the other 
qualities which constitute an inco1nparable military association." 

The term of service at the fort was utilized to the best possi
ble advantage. All of our boys can bear ,vitness to the rare skill 
of General Stevenson as a commander, and have felt the personal 
magnetism ,vhich affected all ,vith ,vhon1 he came in contact. 
He ,vas fairly idolized by his 1:1en, and it is doubtful if any one 
less peculiarly fitted for the position could have maintained as 
strict discipline. 

lv1ay 26, in accordance ,vith special order No. 249, dated l\1ay 
21, they ,vere relieved by the Fourth Battalion of Rifles, under 
command of l\'Iajor Leonard. On this occasion was performed 
for the first time the "Fourth Battalion Quickstep," arranged by 
P. S. G·ilmorc, ,vhich immediately became such a favorite, and 
to the inspiriting strains of which \\'e have all 1narched so 1nany 
times. On reaching the Con1mon they were received by the 
veteran, Colonel S,vett, their first commander, and there gave a 
dress-parade and battalion-drill, " to the delight of the spectators, 
among ,vhom ,vas found many a military critic ,vh? found no 
cause for disparagement." 

Colonel Gordon's regiment, the Second, dre,v largely on the 
battalion for its officerg, as did also the Sixteenth, T,ventieth, and 
T,venty-fourth Massachusetts. There ,vas scarcely a regiment 
raised in the eastern part of this State in ,vhich the Guards ,vere 
. not represented, either among the field, line, or staff; and many 
,vere commissioned in the service of other States. Of six Bos
ton officers whose portraits appear in the third volun1e of the 
" l\,f emorial History of Boston," - General Stevenson, General 
Bartlett, Colonel Revere, Colonel Sha,v, · Lieutenant-Colonel 
D,vight, and l\tlajor Abbott, - four received their early military 
t~aining as privates · in the N e,v England Guards, as did the 
author of the chapter (Francis vV. Palfrey), ,vho rose to the 
rank of brigadier-general, and, subsequent to the war, ,vas for 

1nany years in command of the Cadets. 
· In August, 186 I, the battalion volunteered its services ; but on 

the 21st or 22d of the n1onth they received an ans,ver from the 
vVar Department ref using to accept them as a battalion. On the 
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29th of that month they voted to raise a regiment, and on the 3 rst 
the official authority for so doing ,vas granted lVIajor Stevenson. 
l\f ost of the line, and all of the field and staff, ,vere selected from 
the Guards, and several members, ,vho ,vere afterwards con1mis-

. sioned, enlisted in the ranks. This regiment, the Twenty-fourth, 
formed a part of the Burnside expedition, and did not leave the 
State till the early part of December.. Just previous to its de
parture, Past-Commanders Swett, Lyman, Loring, Gardiner, Fay, 
Tucker, Bigelo,v, Charles Gordon, Brad]ee, Hensha,v, and Ritchie 
presented to Colonel Stevenson a horse and suitable equipments. 

In the latter part of r 860, ,vhen the prospect of civil war 
became imminent, there was a general desire on the part of citi
zens, young- and old, to learn at least the rudin1ents of military 
drill. Clubs for this purpose were organized all over the State. 
One of the largest and most successful of these \\'as co111manded 
by a Frenchman named Salignac, and at one time numbered 
nearly, if not quite, one thousand 1nembers. A fencing-club, in 
,vhich several ,vho ,vere afterwards commissioned in our regiment 

· had for a long time been interested, ,vas the nucleus. Soon after 
the actual outbreak of hostilities the Government recalled the 
arms and equipments which had heen loaned to the drill-club, 
and it consequently c;lisbanded. Several ,vho ,vere un,villing to 
relinquish their military lessons then organized the "l\tf assachu
setts Rifle Club," and engaged as instructor a Mr. Pease, ,vho was 
a drill-sergeant in the Hythe Sch6ol, England. lVIr. Pease, re
moving to the vVest, ,vas succeeded by a Prussian officer of artil
lery, named Steff en. Under his tuition the instruction given ,vas 
extended to em brace field fortification, grand tactics, and various 
other subjects, the kno,vledge of ,vhich ,vould prove valuable to 
an officer in active service. They secured the privilege of using 
the Fourth Battalion armory for drill and for the storage of their 
arms and equipments. The regiments ,vhich had already left for 
the seat of ,var had dra,vn so heavily on the Guards for their 
officers, and so many of its me111bers had gone to the front, that 
the corps ,vas C<?IIJPletely demoralized, scarcely a corporal's 
guard remaining at home. In the ,vinter of 1861-1862 the 
Massachusetts Rifle Club united with the Guards. Major Francis 
L. Lee, ,vho had been in command of the former organization, 

2 
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,vas elected to the command of the battalion, and renewed inter
est ,vas manifested in1mediately. 

In l\1ay, I 862, at the time of Banks's retreat, the 1nilitia of 
1\1:assachusetts ,verc called out ,vith the expectation that they 
would go to the front. ( G·eneral Order No. 14, May 26, I 862.) 
The order for them to assemble on Boston Comn1on ,vas issued 
on the 26th, and on the 27th some four thousand had reported. 
The Boston and Saletn Cadets ,verc mustered in immediately, 
and ,vere sent to Fort vVarren to relieve the companies stationed 
there in guarding the Rebel prisoners, as the latter ,verc to be 
sent to the seat of ,var. Before the rest of the militia could be 
mustered it ,vas found that under the la,v they might be held for 
a period of eight months, and ,vith the exception of the New 
England Guards, every company that had reported ref used to be 
s,vorn in for longer than three m-onths. Some of the companies 
,vere unanimous in their refusal and others nearly so. Under 
these circun1stances, the Governor telegraphed to the vVar De
partment for authority to send them for three n1onths. After 
some delay he received for answer that, owing to certain con
centrations, the men ,vould not be needed, and they ,verc ac
cordingly disn1issed. The Fourth Battalion ,vas mustered out OR 

the 28th (General Order No. 16, lVIay 27, 1862), making their 
term of service just three days, having been mustered in on 

the 26th.-
The Boston " Herald" of the 27th says: "The strange appear

ance of one of our o,vn corps (' Corporal ' Zenas T. Haines, of 
Company D) in Zouave dress, ,vith a change of clothes strapped 
upon his back, at an unusually early hour in the editorial roon1, 
indicated the promptness ,vith ,vhich the corps responded to the 
Governor's call." 

The roster of the battalion at that time \vas: l\iajor, Francis L. 
Lee; Adjutant, Charles C. Soule; Quartermaster, Charles H. 
Dalton. Company A: Captain, E. C. Cabot; First Lieutenant, 
E. M. Dennie; Second Lieutenant, J. H. Lombard. Company 
B: Captain, J. R. Gregerson ; First Lieutenant, J. R. I(endall; 
Second Lieutenant, F. vV. Reynolds. 

\Vhen it ,vas expected that the battalion ,vas 
front, a very large nu1nber of young men joined. 

going to the 

On the 27th, 
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Special Order No. 104 authorized the formation of a third com
pany, and directed the election of officers. No record can be 
found, ho,vever, that officers ,vere chosen. T'he students of 
Harvard College offered a company to be attached to the bat
talion, and the President and Faculty approved, provided it 
should be found that their services ,vere needed. 

One of the newspapers, in referring to the matter editorially, 
says: " But their action yesterday, in such marked contrast ,vith 
that of other corps in this city, ,vill be remembered to their 
credit, and give this gallant battalion an addition to their pre
vious honorable prestige." 

On the 28th Governor Andre,v presented the Guards ,vith a 
flag, and in his ·speech said: " Your conduct is ,vhat 1night be 
expected, and an earnest of ,vhat 111ay be relied upon for the 
Fourth Battalion; and I pledge you that during the brief space 
that I 1nay occupy my present position ,vith regard to the militia, 
there shall be no position of honor ,vithin my gift higher than 
that assigned to the Fourth Battalion." 

Aug. 4, I 862, the call ca1ne for 300,000 nine 1nonths' men. 
August 5, the battalion voted unc1:.nimously to s~rve for that 
length of time, but having had some experience of the difficulty 
of getting a battalion accepted, on the 7th they voted to raise a 
regiment, and before the 1neeting adjourned between two and 
three hundred members had signed the rolls. The battalion ,vas 
s,vallowed up in the regiment. 

About the time_ the Forty-fourth ,vent into camp, the older 
members voted to organize a " Home Guard," or "Veteran 
Association." This society. existed for some time. The de
parture of the Forty-fourth had taken a,vay nearly all the active 
members. i\fter its return a large number of those ,vho had 
formerly belonged to the Guards ,vent into service again as com
missioned officers; the others felt they ,vere too fe,v in numbers 
to keep up the active co.mpany; n1any thought that it ,vas no 
time to try to build up a military company for home duty ,vhen 
every available man ,vas needed in the field. For these and 
other reasons no attempt ,vas made to form an active company 
until 1872 or 1873, ,vhen at a n1eeting of the "Veteran Associa
tion " the subject ,vas referred to, and for t,vo or three years a 



20 FORTY-FOURTH MASSACHUSETTS INFANTRY. 

strong effort ,vas made to revive the charter, but ,vithout a 
favorable result. 

The Ne,v England Guards ,vas organized in September, 1812. 
It closed its existence, September, I 862, ,vhcn the Forty-fourth 
R.egiment ,vent into ca111p and the battalion was merged in the 
regiment. · For fifty years it had had an honorable record, and 
on its roll of members are inscribed the names of some of the 
most prominent, best-kno,vn, and 111ost widely influential of the 
citizens of Boston. 

1-\t the annual meeting in I 862 Captain Charles G. Loring 
said: - . 

" \Vhy have the New England Guards exceiled so much in military dis-
cipline, in moral character, and always enjoyed so 1nuch of the public 
confidence? It was because in 1812, when this venerable man (Colonel 
Swett), who was then its con1mander, and who co1nmanded it so nobly 
and so gloriously, - it was because he and those associated with hhu in 
getting up the New England Guards took care that it should· be con1-
posed exclusively of gentle111en and n1en of good moral character. Frain 
that time to this, the New England Guards has been, as I believe, a n1ost 
exemplary and moral company." 

The statement has been made, and so far as can be ascertained 
it is believed to be· correct, that the N c,v _England Guards is the 
only military organization in this country that ever lost its 
charter in consequence of sending so many of its members into 
active service that there was not a sufficient number left at home 

to keep it alive. 
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CHAPTER II. 

ORGANIZATION, AND CAMP AT READVILLE. 

UGUST 4-, 1862, President Lin
coln issued a call for 300,000 

men to serve nine months. 
The proportion to be fur
nished by l\!Iassachusetts, " by 
some process of arithmetic 
kno,vn only to the authorities 
in vVashington," was fixed at 
19,090. The quota ,vas to be 
raised by " draft, in accord
ance with orders from the \Var 
Department and the la,vs of 
the several States." These or
ders ,vere issued August 9, 

. and additional ones sent August 14. Governor Andre,v ,vas 
desirous of avoiding the necessity of a draft, and on August 8 
he ,vrote the President: -

" • . . I am confident of getting n1ore volunteers and militia this 
month by enlistments, and by wheeling 1nilitia into line, than conscription 
could bring in the same time. l\Ieanwhile, will be preparing 1nachinery 
for draft. 

"Our people want nothing to spur them l:nt assurance from ,vashing
ton that the enemy shall be conquered, and right vindicated at all hazards 
by our anns." 

In filling this requisition for troops he acted on the plan here 
advised. 

August 5, at a regular meeting of the Fourth Battalion, it was 
unanimously voted that the Governor be petitioned to authorize 
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the corps to recruit to a full regiment for the nine n1onths' 
service. I'he request received pron1pt attention and resulted in 
the following order: -

.'3pecial Order No. 597. 

Col\IMONWEALTH OF l\lASSACHUSETTS, 

HEADQUARTERS, BOSTON, Aug. 7, 1862 • 

The Fourth Battalion of Infantry, First Brigade, First Division, l\L V. l\I., 
is authorized to recruit to the size of a regi1nent of ten companies of 
ninety-eight enlisted n1en each, conforming in all respects both as to the 
quality of the enlisted men and otherwise to the 111ilitia laws of the United 
States, each n1an in the regi1nent being required to sign an agreen1ent to 
serve upon any requisition of the (;overnn1ent of the United States issued 
during the present year as a 1nilitia 1nan for the tenn of nine n1onths con
secutively, if orders therefor shall be issued to his reghnent or any portion 
thereof by the Commander-in-Chief of the militia of Niassachusetts. 

Major-General Andrews, comn1anding First Division, will transmit this 
order. 

By co1nmand of his Excellency, 

\VILLI~! BROWN, A. A. G. 

JOHN A. ANDREW, 

Governor and Commander-tit-Chief. 

On the same day Special Order No. 596, ,vorded like the 
above, gave permission to the Second Battalion, "Tigers," to 
recruit.to a regiment, ,vhich aftenvards became the Forty-third; 
and on August I I the follo,ving order authorized the formation 
of the Forty-fifth Regiment: 

Special Order l\°0. 60 7. 

COl\DIONWEALTH OF 1f ASSA CHU SETTS, 

HEADQUARTERS, BOSTON, Aug. I I, 1862. 

Captain Charles R. Codman, of Boston, Adjutant of the Company of 
Cadets, First Division, lVJ. V. l\L, is hereby authorized to recruit for a 
regiment of infantry in the l\L V. ~1., under the auspices of said co1npany 
of Cadets. 

By command of his Excellency, 
JOHN A. ANDREW, 

Governor and Co111ma11der-in-Chiif. 
\VILLIAM ScHOULER. Atlj11tant-Ge11eral. 

A meeting of the Fourth Battalion ,vas held at the arn1ory, 
Boylston Hall, on the evening of August 7. It ,ras cal]ed to 
order by Captain Cabot. The reading of Special Order No. 597 
"'as received with cheers, and a grand rush ,vas made for the 



ORGANIZATION, AXD CA:\IP AT READVILLE. 23 

enrolment lists, each ,vishing to get his nan1e as near the head 
as possible. N. early every one present signed the roll for the 
nc,v regin1ent, and before the 1neeting adjourned aln1ost three 
hundred men had joined. Major Lee had been passing the sum
mer at his place at \Vestport, N. Y. As soon as he learned fron1 
the newspapers that the call for nine n1onths' troops had been 
made, anticipating the action that the battalion would take, he 
started for Boston, and reached the arn1ory just as the men had 
begun to sign the roll. Before adjournment he suggested that 
each n1embcr n1ake himself a '' recruiting committee of one," and 
addcq, that as all could not go as officers and as undoubtedly ,ve 
had a choice of associates, this plan would be much more likely 
to secure those ,vho ,vould be agreeable than the . usual one of a 
regular recruiting headquarters and acceptance of all ,vho might 
choose to volunteer. 

Authority ,vas imn1ediately granted to Messrs. J. H. Lombard, 
H .• D. Sullivan, Spencer W. Richardson, Charles Storro,v, Charles 
I-I unt, J. R. Kendall, and F. \V. Reynolds, all of whom had been 
officers in the battalion, to raise companies. These gentlemen 
selected their assistants, ,vho ,vere afterwards con1n1issioned lieu
tenants. James l\'I. Richardson, ,vho had been a captain in the 
T,venty-first, and \Villiam V. Srnith, ,vho had been a lieutenant in 
the Eighteenth, also received authority. A company recruited 
exclusively in Ne,vton by John M. Gris,vold ,vas aftenvards 
added. 

Each men1ber of the battalion seemed inclined to follow the 
advice of Major Lee, and ,vorked as if the success of the regiment 
depended on his individual exertions. 1\1:ost of the co1npanies 
111ade the Boylston Hall armory their headquarters; but Com
pany E, Captain Spencer \V. Richardson, located at the rooms of 
the l\f ercantile Library Association. Captain Richardson ,vas an 
ex-president of that society, ,vhich took a strong interest in the 
company he commanded. August I I, it passed a resolution 
1naking all ,vho should enlist in Company E members of the 
Library Association. 

At this time the interest in filling the quota of the city ,vas 
most intense. Besides our regiment, there ,vere being recruited 
in Boston and immediate vicinity the Forty-third, Forty-fifth, 



24 FORTY-FOURTH l\IASSACHUSETTS INFANTRY. 

Forty-seventh, and several companies for the Forty-second. The 
Fifth had three companies fron1 Charlestown, one each fron1 
Somerville, lVIedford, and 'vVatertown; and the Sixth, one fron1 • 
Ca111bridge. By general agreement n1any of the merchants 
closed their places of business at 2 or 3 P. 1\1., and the afternoon 
was devoted to the ,vork of encouraging enlistments. 

On the 8th the battalion paraded, some ,vearing the " Chas
scur,, uniform and so1ne clad in citizen's dress. Other parades 
,vere made ,vhilc the regin1ent ,vas being formed. On the 20th 
,ve had about five hundred in the ranks. August 19, eight com
panies having reported the minimum number of enlisted n1en, 
the following order ,vas issued: -

Special Order .LVo. 650. 
The Fourth Battalion, First Brigade, First Division, 11:. V. i1., will be 

forthwith organized into a regin1ent of ten companies and designated as 
the Forty-fourth Regiment of ~'Iassachusetts Volunteer l\'Iilitia. · 

Rolls of co1npanies enlisted by J. H. Lo111bard, J. R. Kendall, Charles 
Hunt, H. D. Sullivan, Spencer \V. Richardson, Charles Storrow, F. ,v. 
Reynolds, and \V. V. Sn1ith having been legally returned to the Adjutant
General, the con1panies will be in1mediately organized by the election of 
officers and attached to said 'regiment. The usual ten days' notice for the 
election of company and field officers will be waived. 

Major-General Andrews is charged with the execution of this order. 
By comn1and of his Excellency, 

JOHN A. ANDREW, 

Governor and Commander-in-Chief. 
\VJLLIAM ScHOULER, Adjuta11t-Gt:1ieral. 

August 29, the regiment \Vent into camp at Readville, quite 
near the station, on the ground bet,veen the Boston and Providence 
and the Ne,v York and Ne,v England R.ailroads, south of the junc
tion, the field being just east of the en1bankment of the latter 
road. The barracks - a separate building for each company
,vere built very nearly at right angles ,vith the embankment, and 
the field in ,vhich we drilled and held our dress-parades ,vas east 
and north of the barracks. 

During the ten days intervening behveen the issuing of Special 
Order No. 650 and going into camp, quite a large number of men 
had joined, so that \Vhen the regitnent reported at Readville it 
contained about the maximum nun1ber allo,ved by la,v. Still, 
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recruits appeared ,vho wished to belong to the Forty-fourth, and 
as it ,vas very probable that the critical surgical examination our 
surgeons proposed making ,vould cause the rejection of 1nany 
who accompanied the regiment to camp, the late con1ers were 
accepted ,vith the understanding that they should be selected to 
fill the anticipated vacan~ies. At one tin1e there ,vere nearly 
twelve hundred names on the rolls of the regiment. At the date 
that ,vc ,vcre authorized to elect officers none of the to,vns in the 
State had offered bounties to the nine 1nonths' troops; and ,vhen 
,ve reached Readville ,vith full ranks, comparatively fe,v had 
taken action on the matter.1 The State paid no bounty to the 
nine n1onths' troops. Although some of our men coliected the 
town bounties, to ,vhich they ,vere entitled under the provisions 

. of the several votes granting them, they had enlisted before the 
votes ,vere passed, and ,ve think _we can justly claim the credit of 
having been the last regiment recruited before the bounty system 
went into general operation. 

Among our members ,vas Zenas T. Haines, Corporal in Com
pany D, a journalist by profession, ,vho ,vas the regular corre
spondent of the Boston " Herald" ~vhile the regiment ,vas in 
service. His pictures of camp life are so vivid and complete 
that they ,vill be quoted frequently, as even after the lapse of 
twenty years it ,vould be difficult to improve his descriptions. 
In his first letter, dated "Barracks at Read ville, Aug. 30, I 862," 
he says: -

" ••• The Forty-fourth came one day too soon to barrack at Read
ville, but it was their own fault. The fine new barracks just erected there 
were not completed, and will not be until to-night, although now habitable, 
and comfortable as heart can desire. But all have had to work to pro
duce this con1fortable state of affairs so early, and the 'school of the 
soldier' has been neglected to-day. 

"Our first night in barracks was exceedingly jolly, as was to have been 
expected. Poor devils who depend on good sleep and a good deal of it 
for what vitality they can 1nuster, might have probably sworn last night if 

1 Bounties to nine months' men were voted as fo11ows : Boston, September 8 ; 
Cambridge, August 20; Dorchester, August 2r; Framingham, September I; ,vest 
Roxbury, September 6; ,valpolc, August r9; Roxbury, August 27; ,valtham, Au
gust 20; Malden, August 27; " 1cston, August r9; Chelsea, September 15. Newton 
did not formally vote bounty, but on November 4 approved the act of the Selectmen 
in paying it. (Adjutant.General Schouler's " Massachusetts in the Rebellion.") 



26 FORTY-FOURTH MASSACHUSETTS INFANTRY. 

they had been obliged to barrack at R.eadville. Not that the boys were 
riotous, or even obstreperous, but simply jolly. \Ve supped on hard 
bread, and coffee hotter than the crater of Vesuvius. Then, pipes and 
cigars lighted, the early evening was devoted to n1usic - songs of hoiue. 
After we had retired to our bunks, 1nusic of another character ' beguiled ' 
the hours of the night. 

"Your correspondent slept not at all the first night in barrack, for ob
vious reasons. The inside 111usical performances opened with a barnyard 
chorus by the entire con1pany, followed by rapid, unintermitting succession 
of clog, hog, pig, and rooster solos, duets and quartets, single and con1-
bined, which continued in great volume until the unexpected arrival of 
the captain and his lieutenants, who are unfortunately. without any ear 
for 1nusic. After a short intern1ission the performance was resumed in 
a greatly n1odified condition, comn1encing with ad1nirable in1itations of 
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chickens astray fro1n the shelter of the maternal wing, and con1ing to a 
pause with the low, small, satisfied twitterings of chickens in _clover. 

"Then followed sounds less artistic, but not less suggestive to the gen
eral appreciation, intermingled with snatches of conversation of a highly 
festive character. The good wit of the occasion rendered endurable what 
would othenvise have been an intolerable nuisance to any one wanting 
sleep as badly as your hun1hle senrant; but at last, as it must be confessed, 
even this element failed to satisfy a scientific audience. Objurgations, not 
loud but deep, came fron1 a number of bunks where sleep had failed to 
come, or tarried a moment to be cruelly banished. 

"To-day we have been applying finishing touches to our quarters, and 
exercising in company moven1ents, by squads, etc. The turn-out at 
reveille this inoming at five o'clock was a new sensation, even to the 
'Corporal.' The style of the mon1ing's ablutions was a novelty too. 
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Instead of basins and soap at the barracks, we were ordered to 'fall in 
with towels,' and then were positively n1arched to a pond to wash our 
hands and faces. Oh the degradation of 111ilitary rule ! Such is war." 

This exuberance ,vore off quickly, as none of us felt inclined 
to keep a,vake all night after several hours' severe drill during 
the day, ,vith the certainty that at five o'clock the next morning 
the . unwelcome reveille ,vould rouse us fro1n our luxurious 
slumbers. 

Almost as soon as ,ve reached camp one quality ,vas developed 
,vhich seemed to be characteristic of the Forty-fourth, that of 
making the1nselves as comfortable as circun1stances ,vould per
mit, and considering the ornamental as ,vell as the useful. "Cor
poral " ,vrites, Septen1ber 6: -

" ... There is some emulation among the co1npanies in the way of 
neatness, convenience, and decorations about their several barracks. The 
pahu is due to Company D for an early display of flags upon the outside, 
and also for certain novel decorations of the interior in the shape of one or 
two delicate articles of apparel probably wafted by the wind fro1n a wash~ 
ing hung out to dry. 

" Company F having had the temerity to erect a flagstaff taller than 
Con1pany D's, the latter company extended its n1ast a few feet over that 
of its neighboring barrack. This ambition to excel exhibits itself in a 
variety of ways. . Some of the barracks are prettily lighted with lanterns, 
and in one or two of them the bunks are lettered and ornamented in a 
very artistic manner. .Aftenvards Captain Spencer Richardson's boys se
cured the tallest pole which could be found in the neighboring woods, and 
at the present writing their flag floats the highest. The barracks occu
pied by the con1panies of Captain Lombard, Captain Hunt, and Captain 
Kendall also have creditable displays of bunting, and contribute to give 
the encampment a beautiful and animated appearance. . .. • 

"As our stay at Readville protracts, we are gathering about us many little 
con1forts and luxuries which we shall probably have to sacrifice in the 
event of a sudden retire1nent before an enemy. But while we stay here 
our purpose· is to make ourselves extremely con1fortable; and in this 
purpose a numerous constituency of friends are lending their assistance 
in the way of hampers and baskets and bundles of fruit and other 
delicacies." 

A very pleasant feeling existed behveen the officers and the 
rank and file, ,vhich ,vas manifested by the presentation to the 
former of some little token of regard from ·the men in their com .. 
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mands. S,vords, sashes, and belts were given to Captain Sullivan 
of Company D; Captain Spencer W. R.ichardson of Company 
E; Horace S. Stebbins, Orderly Sergeant of Company F; Frank 
\V. Hatch, Orderly Sergeant of Company G; George L. Tripp, 
Orderly Sergeant of Company D; Clarence Sumner, Orderly 
Sergeant of Company I; Charles A. Cunningham, Orderly Ser~_ 
geant of Company C ; Eben R. Buck, Orderly Sergeant of Coin
pany B; Albert vV. Edmands. Orderly Sergeant of Co111pany A; 
anc.l Captain F. \V. Reynolds of Company K. Lieutenants Blake 
and Stebbins, of Company D, ,vere presented ,vith shoulder
straps, and Captain Jan1es M. Richardson, of Company A, ,vith a 
very handsome meerschaum pipe. "Uncle" Dan Simpson ,vas 
not forgotten, the boys of Company C giving him a gayly deco
rated Turkish fez. 

Nothing produces more pleasure in camp than music, and the 
Forty-fourth Regin1ent ,vas especially fortunate in having a large 
number of singers in its ranks.1 Scarcely an evening passed 
during our ,vhole term of service ,vithout a gathering of the choir, 
and the performers ,vere ahvays sure of a sympathetic and appre
ciative audience. Recognizing ho,v pleasant it ,vould be to have 
the ,vords and music of our accustomed songs in some· conven
ient form for reference, Mr. Charles White, of Milton, father of 
Lieutenant \Vhite of Company G and Orderly \Vhite of Com
pany E, kindly offered to defray the _expenses of such a publica
tion and furnish a copy to each member of the regimen~. The 
compilation ,vas n1ade by Charley E,ver of Company D, and in 
addition to many familiar and ,vell-kno,vn airs the book con
tained some original songs and original music furnished by our 
me1nbers. The" Forty-fourth Regimental Song-Book" ,vas voted 
to be a co1nplete success. 

\Vhen ,ve ,vent to Readville, Colonel Lee ,vas placed in com
mand of camp, ,vith military jurisdiction over a territorial radius . 
of one n1ile.2 Although neither of our field officers believed in 
the principle of total abstinence, they realized the evil influence 

1 Two of the original members of the Boylston Club, '\iVilliam K. :Millar and 
Augustus Jacobs, were privates in Company D. 

2 Special order No 739 issued under authority of General Order 99 from the \Var 
Department. The appointment dated from Aug. 26, 1862. 
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caused by undue indulgence in intoxicating drinks, and for this 
reason, as ,vell as to set an exa1nple to the men under their 
con1n1and, they mutually resolved not to taste any ,vine or ardent 
spirits ,vhile they ,vere in the service of the United States, except 
on advice of the surgeon, - a resolution to ,vhich they scrupu
lously adhered. Colonel Lee in particular felt very strongly 
about this matter, and waged a relentless ,var against "traffickers 
in the ardent" ,vho attempted to establish booths near our camp. 
Quite a number of enterprising speculators engaged in the busi
ness; but the confiscation of their stock in trade, and frequently 
of their building as ,vell, caused their project to end in financial 
,vreck. 

" Corporal's" letter of September 13 ,vas quite " gossipy," and 
touched on several matters of interest to the boys: -

" . . . ,v e have received an order from the Commander-in-Chief of 
all the forces in Massachusetts 1 prohibiting us fron1 bathing at all Chris
tian hours of the day, out of regard to the sensitive nerves of somebody. 
As nobody but soldiers live near the ponds, it is to be supposed that the 
order was promulgated as a n1easure of consideration of the naiads and 
nyn1phs habitant hereabout. '\Ve heartily wish that everybody was like 
Cresar's wife. · 

" The 'women of America,' including a few Boston friends, have sent us 
in a grand lunch of \Vashington pies, coffee, and cold meats. Where 
these dainties went to is a profound mystery to the non-commissioned 
officers and privates, but it is doubtless 'all right.' 

" At dress-parade the other day Miss Josie Gregg, of Boston, through 
Colonel Lee, presented us an elegant flag, and the gift was acknowledged 
by three cheers. . . . 

"Flag competition continues, and now every barrack shows its bunting, 
that of Company D again floating the highest. Thursday morning Corn
pany F's flagstaff presented to the eyes of an astonished camp the san1e 
small white bifurcated garment which had previously served to decorate 
the interior of a neighboring barrack. The boys are bound not to ''have 
their selves,' as u·ncle Sin1 \Vilbur used to say. \Ve now hope, however, 
for better things for our company, having sent the sergeants to a tent by 

1 By General Order 44, dated September 3, Brigadier-General John H. Reed, Quar
termaster-General, was appointed commandant of all camps of rendezvous in the 
State. By special order 790, dated September 9, Brigadier-General R. A. Peirce 
was assigned to command of the RcadvilJe camp. The bathing order to which 
"Corporal" alludes was probably issued.in consequence of complaints made by the 
officials of the Boston and Providence Railroad. 
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themselves, and conferred the responsibility of keeping good order upon 
the corporals. 

" Captain James Richardson's company give their barrack a beautiful, 
ahnost Oriental appearance at evening by the introduction of numerous 
Chinese lanterns. In every barrack the fine arts are still cultivated in· the 
lettering and ornan1entation of the bunks. One is labelled ' Squirrel's 
Nest;' another, 'Penguin's Nest; ' another,' Sleeping Beauties; ' another, 
' Damon and Pythias; ' another, ' Siamese Twins.' Some graduates of 
Tufts College, who occupy a bunk together, inforn1 the world in good 
classical phrase that it is sweet to die for your country. They may well 
say that, if living in the barracks at Readville be dying for your country. 
'Corporal ' cannot but look with an1azement upon these classical young 
patriots elevated upon their bunks and devouring ho1ne dainties over this 
conspicuous n1otto, - ' Dulce et decorum est pro Patria mori ! ' . . . · 

"The quarters of Company G, Captain Hunt, are tastefully ornamented 
with evergreen, and are much adn1ired by visitors; but it is on all hands 
conceded that the barrack of Company D, thanks to the oversight of our 
admirable Corporal \tVatern1an, is 1nost noticeable for its con1plete order 
and neatness. It is whispered that we are to have a piano, if we remain 
here 1nuch longer, and then, with sud~ singers among us as Charley 
Ewer, fron1 the \Varren Street choir, we reckon upon very good tin1es in 
the 1nusical line. 

"Yesterday was a great day with the men of the Forty-fourth. \Ve were 
mustered into the service of the United States by companies. The event 
was hailed with cheering and general rejoicing; and then the uniforn1s 
provided by Uncle Sam were opened for inspection. 11any n1embers of 
the regin1ent had already provided themselves with garments of superior 
quality, 1nade to n1easure; and those who had not taken this precaution 
regretted it the 1nore when they came to see the half-cotton, shoddy, 
slouchy stuff sent to them through the State authorities. Colonel Lee, 
who has a natural abhorrence of sha1ns in all shapes, advised his n1en not 
to draw such uniforms, and promised to assist them in procuring garments 
n1ade to measure. The men gladly acted upon the suggestion of the 
Colonel, and will clothe the1nselves, not less as a n1atter of neatness and 
taste than of econo1ny. 

"Last evening the barrack of Company F, Captain Ston·ow, was the 
centre of n1uch attraction. The parents of the artists Cobb were present, 
and the delighted spectators of a country breakdown and other festive 
demonstrations. 11frs. Cobb delivered a little impromptu poem, and Mr. 
Cobb made a very stirring address, both of which were vociferously 
applauded. The Cobb brothers sang and played exquisitely, and the occa
sion was one of touching interest. . • . 

"\Ve have been proYided with muskets for guard duty only, and of 
course have 1nuch work to perfonn in the n1anual of arms drill before we 
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shall be fit to take the field. In the facings we have made comn1endable 
progress, and have been highly complin1ented by Colonel Lee in this 
respect. 

"Since the Forty-fourth went into barracks they have been favored with 
the services of the Boston Brass Band, under the lead of 1Ir. Flagg. It is 
said the expense is to be defrayed by an assessment upon the regin1ent. 
Considering that the n1ass of the regiment ha\·e had no voice in the selec
tion of a band, a number of persons are inclined to consider this a little 
'rough.' \Vhat 'Corporal ' and many others wish to suggest in this con
nection is, that a few of our rich friends· in Boston unite to defray the 
expense of a good band, which shall accompany us to the seat of war. It 
is thought they would be pleased to confer this substantial benefit upon 
the regiment, and thus acknowledge the important assistance rendered by 
the Fourth Battalion of Infantry in raising the quota of Boston. Failing 
in this, a set of instruments would be gratefully acknowledged, and an ex
cellent band would then be recruited fron1 the regi111ent." 

In his letter of September 20, he says: -

" • • • \Ve reasonably expect that a week of furloughs will be succeeded 
by work. Some of our little captains are threatening us hard. lvfore drill 
and less guard duty will not be unacceptable to the poor fellows whose 
duty as sentinels for the past week has only been relieved by the relaxation 
of police guard work or scavenger service: Bootless has been the plea, 'I 
was on guard yesterday, and police guard the day before.' The orderly 
knew it. There was no help for it. It costs hard work, but we have the 
cleanest camp in Christendon1, if we may believe visitors. Captain 
McLaughlin, our n1ustering-in officer, was profuse in his conunendations 
of the Forty-fourth. It was, he· said~ the most orderly and the cleanest 
regiment he ever mustered in. The company rolls were .the neatest 
which had ever come under his inspection, and the nmnber of ab
sentees ( one sick and one unavoidably absent) the smallest in his experi
ence. ,v e do not wish to be always elevating our horn, but we must 
record history." 

One compliment attributed to Captain McLaughlin, " Cor
poral,, neglects . to. mention. He is reported to have said that 
although he had been detailed as mustering officer since the out
break of the ,var, he never before had mustered in a ,vhole regi

ment on the same day. A rather critical ~xamination of the 
'' Record of the l\1assachusetts Volunteers.'' issued by authority 
of the State, seems to prove this statement, except so _far as it 
might ref er to a fe,v of the three months' regitnents, to be 
correct. 
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" Since 1ny last letter there have been added to the list of dec.orated 
barracks those of Company B, Captain Griswold, and Company A, Captain 
Richardson. Con1pany D has introduced Chinese lanterns, small flags, 
and the arms of the New England Guards, neatly painted by one of our 
nmnerous artists, to wit, Fred. Sayer, the lingual prodigy and pet of his 
corps. . . . -

'' A large proportion of the regin1ent is now uniforn1ed in neatly fitting 
suits, having no relationship to the contractor's shoddy which was atten1ptecl 
to be foisted upon us. Our appearance at the dress-parades is creditable, 
and every pleasant afternoon crowds of spectators honor us with their 
presence. The nu111ber of pretty girls that adorn these occasions, con1ing 

as they do laden with offerings of fruit and flowers for their favorites, is 
by no n1eans the least interesting feature of the afternoon displays. The 
angels even besiege us in our barracks, and although we are delighted to 
see then1, they seem sometimes to forget that we have no retiring rooms, 
and that we must perforce make our toilets in our bunks, or not make 
them at al1. 'Corporal' wants it distinctly understood that he don't care 
anything about this, personally. He speaks for the modest n1an of his 
company .... 

" Your correspondent could expatiate by the half column of the social 
fascinations of this life in barracks ; of the genial friendships formed ; of 
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the glorious hearts discovered; of the roaring wit brought out by this free
and-easy con1panionship; of the freedo111 fr0111 conventional restraints and 
the care of every-day pursuits. Do not, dear reader, think us too jolly 
and comfortable for soldiers, but rather thank Heaven for the sunny side 
and reco111pense of n1ilitary life, which, perhaps, after all, has very feebly 
offset the shadows through which l~es the pathway of hitn who takes up 
arms in defence of liberty, in1perilled as it is to-day." 

The cro,vds of visitors ,vhich thronged our camp attested our 
popularity. If our friends enjoyed coming to Readvillc, it is 
equally certain that ,ve enjoyed receiving them. Many a suscep
tible young soldier lost his heart during those delightful. moon
light pron1enades, and an interesting chapter tnight be ,vritten on 
this subject, could the number of matrin1onial engagements ,vhich 
resulted from these mild flirtations be correctly ascertained. 
J. ]. vVycth, in his sketch of Company E, says, under date of 
September I 2 : -

" . . . As this was probably the young ladies' last visit before our start 
for the South, we demanded and received our last good-by kisses; but 
when they saw the same boys fa1Jing in the second time., and some of them 
strangers, they scattered like a drove of sheep over the fences and far 
away to the station. I think that was the ]a.st effort the company 111ade 
( as an organization) to kiss then1 all a good-by.'' 

For some time previous to the forn1ation of our regitnent a 
pleasant little coterie of young ladies and gentlemen had existed 
in Can1bridgc, and there ,vere but fe,v evenings ,vhen they did 
not meet at a party, the theatre, or some sitnilar entertainment. 
lVIost of the gentlemen enlisted in our regiment. 1'he young 
ladies ,vere so incensed at those ,vho did not, that they resolved 
unanimously not to attend a party or a place of amusement dur
ing the absence of the Forty-fourth, and this resolution ,vas most 
faithfully kept. vVill not all our young lady friends agree that 
these Cambridge girls displayed as much self-sacrifice as if they 
had " donned the blue" and "shouldered the musket,'' even if 
the service ,vere not quite so perilous? 

In " Corporal's" letter of September 27 he again refers to the 
un,velcome practice of early rising: -

" ... The most unmusical of sounds is the reveille at five o'clock A. l\J. 

Even the freshness and magnificence of those star-gemmed mornings 

3 
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scarcely compensate us for this ghostly hour of turning out. But now we 
are threatened with ca!ls an1ong the srnall hours for the purpose of prepar
ing us for surprises in the enemy's country. \Ve would gladly excuse our 
officers fro1n this lal>orious work in our behalf: In fact, we shall not be 
less grateful to then1 if they do not carry the plan into execution. Besides, 
n1iclnight 1nove1nents like these might excite the suspicion of our ubi
quitous pro,·ost guard, and result i!l getting the whole regi1nent into lin1bo. 
\Ve could not even Yisit our neighbors of the other regiinents, last Sunday, 
without falling into the hands of those 1nerciless Philistines, who go about 
the country like roaring lions seeking who111 they may devour." 

He also speaks of our double-quick n1arches and of the ne\v 
sanitary discipline \vhich our surgeon had introduced: -

" Co1npanies E and D have been n1aking double-quick n1arches to Ded
han1 Village by the three-n1ile route. An uninterrupted run of three n1iles 
is son1ething incredible to the uninitiated. 'Corporal ' and five others 
confess, with proper self-abasement, that the last 1nile was rather too n1uch 
for then1, especially as your correspondent was tortured by a pair of new 
boots. ,v e fell out. ... A little while before dinner a sn1al1, 'awkward 
squad' (the six n1en n1entioned) might have been seen descending the 
railroad embankn1ent near Camp l\Ieigs~ and then proceeding by the right 
and left flanks until it safely passed the lines. The 111ain party had not 
arrived, and we confidently reported then1 in the hands of the provost. 
On the contrary, ns we learned upon their arrival, they had been detained 
by a number of beautiful Samaritans habitant along the road, who can1e 
out laden with s1niles and kind words. Several fellows came back . to 
can1p with hearts and pedal extremities equally damaged. 

" Our rifles have been distributed at last, and we have co1nmenced 
drilling with great industry. . • . 

" On Thursday ,ve had a grand cleaning out of -barracks. Everything 
was removed [[0111 the111, and exposed to the air and sunshine. 11ost of 
the regin1ent be!ng absent on escort duty, the tas1~ devolved· upon a few. 
It was a work of vandalism. Cherished shelves, pictures, flags, and 
flowers can1e down at one fell swoop. The personal effects of absentees 
were tumbled clown and bestowed in promiscuous piles into the bunks, 
and then carried outside. They comprised a heterogeneous collection of 
valuables, like pats of butter, soap, packs of cards and Testan1ents, tooth
brushes and cutlery, spare clothing and baskets, haversacks, havelocks, 
night-caps and smoking-caps, pipes, tobacco and matches, now and then 
a bottle, and one umbrella. Having the example before them of the army 
in Flanders, the absentees of the Forty-fourth swore when they came back 
and witnessed the ' improvements ' which had been 1nade while they were 
away. 
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"\Ve have occasional evening entertainments here in the shape of 
ground-and-lofty tumbling (en cost1u11e) and sparring matches. Between 
our hours of drill, camp duties, reception of visitors, music, letter-writing, 
etc., there is no possibility of time dragging upon our hands. Now 
visitors are restricted to the hours between half-past four and half-past 
eight P. M •••• 

" Our Surgeon, Dr. \Vare, of Boston, is drawing a tight rein over the 
regi111ent. His experience upon the Peninsula has given hi111 notions of 
sanitary discipline which some think too severe for soldiers in barracks at 
home. He has stripped our quarters of everything but priine necessaries, 
and we are reduced to a very bald condition indeed. \Ve shall probably 
see the wisdom of this severity more clearly by and by. At present a 
majority of the boys don't see it at all. Thursday night we tried the 
experiment of sleeping without straw in our bunks. It didn't work, and 
now we propose to provide ourselves with canvas bags to keep the straw 
in place, and thus avoid the continual nuisance of straw litter inside 
and out. 

"On Thursday detachn1ents from six companies of our regiment acted 
as escort at the funeral of the late Lieutenant-Colonel !)wight. Consider
ing the short time of our practice in the n1anual of arms, the regiment was 
awarded the credit of great proficiency, particularly in the firing of volleys. 
Colonel Stevenson paid the regiment the highest con1pliment." 

. The marches we took proved of great benefit in toughening 
us for active service, and the comparatively small percentage of 

I 

straggling sho\vn by our regiment ,vhen actually in the field 
demonstrated conclusively the ,visdon1 of our colonel in adopting 
this plan. The sanitary regulations introduced, although griev
ous to bear at the time, ,ve aftenvards acknowledged to be ,vise 
and beneficial. 

'' Corporal's " letter of October 4 gives an account of two of 
these marches : -

" The past week Colonel Lee has wisely varied our drill by taking the 
regiment on n1arches through portions of the country surrounding Camp 
l\;[ eigs. Our first of these marches, after escort duty at the funeral of the 
late Lieutenant-Colonel Dwight, was through that portion of l\filton of 
which we have such delightful glimpses fron1 cainp. \Ve were forced to 
breathe dust freely, but through the clouds which rose wherever the regi
ment n1oved we caught refreshing views of stately homesteads, blushing 
orchards, and autumn-tinted landscapes. . . . Since the march to lVIilton 
we have surprised the good people of 1\-fill Village and round about Ded
ha111 Court-House by a sudden appearance in their midst. For the 
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gratification of our n1any friends who are anxiously watching the progress 
of this regiment, I have to report that our n1arching extorted great praise 
fro111 Colonel Lee, who, by the way, is quite as prompt to give us a sound 
blowing-up as he is to compliment. In point of fact, he does neither by 
halves. His outspoken frankness and generosity are creating hi1n hosts of 
wann friends in the regiment. . . . 

"\Ve received n1arching orders last Thursday,1 and are going to New 
Berne, N. C., as soon as a transport vessel can be got in readiness. At 
New Berne it is expected we shal! be brigaded under General ( now 
Colonel) Stevenson. This will be gratifying to the regiment. . . . 

"Our indefatigable surgeon is organizing and training a corps <:>f assist
ants who are to lend their aid to the wounded upon the field of battle. 
The training consists of binding up iinaginary wounds, pointing out the 
position of arteries, showing how to handle fractured li1nbs, placing 1nen 
upon litters, and showing how to carry them with the least possible dis
turbance of the wounded parts." 

In the same letter he mentions the fact that Mr. Steffen, for-
1nerly instructor of the Massachusetts Rifle Club, \Vas delivering 
a series of military lessons to our commissioned officers. 

In his letter of October I I he 1nakes mention of a n1arch over 
Brush Hill Turnpike: -

'' • . • On Thursday we were treated to a magnificent march over 
Brush Hill, - our first brush. . . . Our 1narch, which included a distance 
of fourteen miles, was, considering the state of the atmosphere, the 
severest of our experience ; but it was cheered by the smiles and waving 
handkerchiefs of beautiful women in windows, gateways, balconies, and 
groves, and by their more substantial favors in the shape of apples, pears, 
and cool water. The few men who fell out of the ranks from faintness and 
exhaustion were of the reputed tougher sort, -men of outdoor life and 
pursuits. Your professional men and clerks, clean-limbed and elastic, are 
the men to endure hardships, all the talk to the contrary notwithstanding. 
This, I believe, was the observation of the 'Little Corporal.' 

"Among the late testimonials in the Forty-fourth deserving of mention 
is the presentation of a knife, fork, and spoon, in a neat case, to each of 
the recruits from Framingham by their friends in that town. . • . 

"Your correspondent, and the other members of Company D, are 
indebted to Corporal Gardner for the introduction of a company dog, -
Romeo, a promising fellow, whose laughing countenance and waving tail 
and general intelligence have already won him a host of friends. Several 

1 Special Order 1007, dated Oct. 2, 1862. 
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of the boys are industriously laboring to reconcile him to the society of a 
cat which has come to our barrack. 

"1\1:r. Burrage, of the firm of J. l'vL Beebe & Co., has presented to each 
n1ember of Company C, Captain Lombard, one of Short's patent box 
knapsacks. If they can be n1anufactured in season to supply us before 
our departure South, the other 1ne1nbers of the regiment will probably 
supply then1selves with this knapsack at their own expense, which will 
amount to $2.50 per 1nan. This knapsack is so adjusted to the shoulders 
as to be carried with n1uch greater ease than the Government article." 

Unfortunately, an order promulgated from headquarters sent 
'' Romeo" out of carnp and ''Juliet," in despair, followed the ex
ample of her illustrious namesake; at least it ·was so supposed, 
as pussy died very suddenly the day following Romeo's depart
ure. One of the members of Company D \Vas accused of mur
dering her, tried by court-martial, and convicted; but the 
evidence against the alleged culprit \Vas far from conclusive. 

After the muskets were given out to the guard, the officers 
took great pains to teach the men the duties of a sentry. Fre
quently they were so much interested that they induced the 
sentinel to loan them his musket w!1ile they practically demon
strated how it should be handled. Many of our boys will recall 
the consternation they felt \Vhen they realized that they had been 
disarmed and their gun was in the hands of the enemy. Some 
of them found it difficult to remember the formula for challenge 
and ans,ver, or for calling the corporal of the guard as prescribed 
in the Army Regulations. and the cry of" Corporal of the Guard, 
Post Nagle," was one familiar to us all. 

In the last \Veekly letter from " Corporal " previous to the 
departure of the regiment, dated October I 8, he speaks of the 
similarity in some respects bet\veen the life of a soldier and that 
of a convict, and refers to several donations ,vhich had been 
made to many of the companies: -

" The close resemblance between the life _of a soldier in barrack and 
that of a State Prison convict, regarded in certain outward aspects, affords 
mingled ann1sen1ent and disgust. ,v e go for our rations in single file, and 
with tin 1nugs ai1d plates. The intercourse between officers and subor
dinates is scarcely less reserved, and the punish1nent for sma11 offences 
scarcely less severe with the soldier than with the prisoner. On inspec
tion days we stand up like well-burnished automata, and are as sensitive to 
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praise or censure regarding the condition of our quarters, guns, etc., as so 
111any children. At our n1eals and in our bunks we are stared at by visit
ors just as I ren1e1nber to have stared at the happy family of ' Hon. 
Gideon Haynes , at Charlestown 01_1 various occasions. ,vhen impelled 
by 'sanitary reasons,' our keen-eyetl surgeons pass through the barracks to 
see that nothing contraband nestles in the bunks, that the blankets and 
overcoats are accurately folded, and that only a certain amount of cloth
ing and baggage per n1an is retained ; we stand about and gaze at them 
just as your readers will remen1ber they were gazed at by the inn1ates of 
the I-louse of Correction which they visited not long ago. . . . 

"1\-lore princely_ donations have been n1ade to son1e of the co1npanies of 
the Forty-fourth Reghnent. 1'o Con1pany E, Captain Richardson, ,vil1iain 
Cumston, Esq. ( father of Lieutenant Cu1nston), of the firm of Hallett & 
Cun1ston, has presented a check for five hundred dollars. 

'' To the san1e company donations amounting to three hundred dollars, 
for the purchase of the iinproved knapsack, have been n1ade by the follow
ing gentlen1en : J. l\L Beebe & Co. ; F. Skinner & Co. ; Alexander Beal; 
C. ,v. Cartwright; \V. P. Sargent; J. R. Tibbets; Read, Gardner, & Co. ; 
\Vilkinson~ Stetson, & Co. : J. C. Converse & Co.; E. & F. King & Co.; 
Horatio Harris ; Gorha111 Rogers. 

"'"fo Con1pany H, Captain Smith, C. F. Hovey & Co. have presented a 
full set of the patent knapsacks. Con1pany K, Captain Reynolds, have 
been favored in the same way by a nun1ber of friends of that con1pany . 
. . ·. Company F, Captain Storrow, have received the present of a set of 
patent knapsacks. The generous donor is too 1nodest to let his name be 
known, but it is surmised that a young corporal of Con1pany F knows all 
about it. 

'' The wife of Colonel Lee has kindly remembered each soldier of the 
regiment by the gift of a little testimonial card, upon one side of which is 
printed the Old Hundredth Psalm, and upon the other the name of the 
recipient written in a neat hand. . . . 

'' \Ve have had a good share of dismal weather the past week, and haYe 
not been allowed the consolation of sn1oking in the barracks ; but the 
boys have managed to keep the blue devils at bay with mock parades and 
shows of great effectiveness. One day the ca1np was electrified by the 
appearance of an exceedingly well got-up elephant, not unprovided with 
a tail, and waving a tn111k of twisted shoddy. Another day we were 
visited by citizens of Brobdingang, ten feet high in their stockings." 

1.,he expenses of our regiment ,vhile recruiti_ng and in catnp 

\Vere about $6,200, of \vhich nearly $3,000 ,vas paid for music. 

This amount came from the regimental fund, of which vVilliam 

Gray, Jr., was treasurer, - a fund raised by contribution, the city 
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giving $3,000 1 and the rest being do~ated by individuals. Most 
of the companies ,vere presented ,vith Short's knapsacks by 
their friends, and those con1panies which ,vere not so fortunate 
,vere supplied at the expense of the regimental fund. The corre
spondence with the state officials and the vVar Department arising 
from the endeavor to have this style of knapsack supplied by the 
Government is rather unique and decidedly interesting. The let
ter from " Corporal " last ref erred to concludes by saying: -

'' ,ve now expect to ren1ain at Reaclville till the close of the war, except 
in case Reaclville is invaded by the enemy, when we ·shall 1nake a n1asterly 
retreat to l\1ill Village." 

Alas for the clai ins of " Corporal" as a prophet! Three days 
after this letter ,vas printed ,ve had orders to pack, and on the 
fourth day, Thursday, October 23, ,ve bade good-by to our bar
racks and the friends ,vho had been so much interested in our 
progress. 

1 August 18 it was ordered, "That the committee ... be authorized to pay out of 
said appropriation, to each of the four regiments ... such a sum as they may deem 
expedient, for a regimental fund.'' 
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CHAPTER III. 

VOYAGE TO NEW BERNE. 

DAM RUMOR, ,vho at Read-
i , : · 

1 
:, ville had no better reputation 

fl' ! 
1 ~ for veracity than the " intel-

~-- =------

ligent contraband," had so 
Ji many times announced our 

departure for this or that 
dangerous point at the 
South, that when the order 
finally forn1ulatcd into the 
fact that we must go, we 
could hardly realize it until 

----- ,ve found ourselves, early in 
the morning of October 22, under the \Veight of knapsacks, idly 
,vaiting in line to be escorted to the station. Standing there, no,v 
hitching up one strap, then unbuckling another that had not got 
accustomed to its plac~ ~pon us, ,vith our backs ,ve~l piled with 
many things soon to be thro,vn a,vay, ,ve looked across the fields, 
,vhere in awk,vard squads we had strayed to the larger camp, that 
,vas alive ,vith the bustle and noise of a recruiting headquarters; 
thence beyond the meado,vs to the beautiful Blue I-Iills, covered 
by the many-tinted colors of autumn; and the query must have 
come to all, Ho,v many of this one thousand ,vill be present at 
the return to ans,ver " Here"? There ,vas no voice to that 
thought as up and do,vn the lines came nothing but the cheerful 
voices of the men, bantering one another, bidding their old 
quarters, even to the familiar boards upon ,vhich they had Iain, 
good-by, ,vith almost tearful fondness. 

"Attention, cornpany ! " " Shoulder arms! '' I'he men stood 
steady in their ranks, ,ve jauntily marched after the band, gave 
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hearty cheers to the escort and all blue-coats and friends at the 
station, and went Boston,vards on the -cars to meet friends there. 

The history of old R.eadville camp should be ,vritten to present 
the picture of the bright and cager-hearted youths ,vho gathered 
around its camps, and after the preparatory lessons there received 
,vent marching away, thousands after thousands, the flo,ver of 
our generation, ,vith no thought but of duty to a country ,vhich 
,vas ,vorthy of the sacrifices these young boys made. 

It ,vas 1nore than an ordinary soldier departure day ,vhen ,ve 
n1arched through Boston. Three regiments, made up, for the 
larger part, of men from the city and its immediate vicinity, 

. 
,vere going. 

As ,ve marched up Boylston Street the to,vn seemed alive ,vith 
people to bid us G·od-spced. The escort, composed of gentle
men whose every action bespoke a desire to go ,vith us in our 
Southern pilgrimage; the blessings and cheers that were sho,v
ered upon us by the thousand of ladies ,vhose friends ,vere of us, 
or of others ,vho had gone before; the hearty hand-shake of some 
old gentleman ,vho broke into the ranks ,vith, "God bless you, 
boys, my Tom is just dead at Antietam! " still remain as vivid 
pictures. Forgotten then ,vere all distinctions of rank, ,vhether 
he ,vho marched bore an eagle, or but the blue on his shoulders; 
whether he had no one ,vho kne,v him but the old lady in black, 
\Vho hung to his neck and had nothing to besto·w but a blessing, 
or ,vhether some elegant home opened its doors to bid their 
soldier-boy good-by. As the Boston "Journal," speaking of 
this reception, says: " Notwithstanding the strenuous efforts 
of the guard and police to keep the Common clear of almost 
everything that didn't. ,vear a uniform, many of the ladies could 
not be resisted, and soon they ,vere seen freely and happily min

gling ,vith their friends in the Forty-fourth, determined to enjoy 
their society until the last moment." The flurry of rain that 
occurred on the Common, ,vhich drove some of the spectators 
a,vay; the march up past the State House, do,vn State Street, 
,vith the ringing cheers of the cro,vd of n1en ,vh6 gathered as 
by magic from every quarter, are scenes that will ever re1nain 
as pictures the details of ,vhich ,ve can through our 1nen1ory 
fill in. 
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vVhen ,ve took our departure, the tirne had come for steady, 
concentrated work in the ,var. In April, I 86 I, we had heard the 
mad scream of excited people rushing after the first soldiery that 
-went their ,vay; and ,vhen the first three-years regiments 1narched 
past the old State House, you could see old men follo,v their 
dipping banners ,vith the tears of patriotisn1, and hear half
exclaimed prayers of sobbing ,vo1nen. The lumbermen of l\tf aine, 
the stanch regin1ents of N e,v Hampshire, had had their day; but 
,vhen the tide of ,var had reached October," I 862, .i\.ntietam had 
been fought. The streets were filled ,vith wounded men. The 
,var had permeated into every relation of life; and the good-by 
that ,ve got was from a people who knew then ,vhat all this sacri
fice n1eai1t. The Boston "Traveller" of October 22, gives this 
account: -

THE FORTY-FOURTH REGIMENT. 

This splendid corps left their ca1np at Readville at a little after ro 
o'clock this morning, reaching the Providence Railroad depot at about Ir. 
The regiment was 1:1nder arms as early as 8 o'clock, and on reaching the 
depot were honored with a salute from the Cadet Regiment, which was 
drawn up in line and gave nine rousing cheers, which were returned with 
interest, making a most enthusiastic parting. The Forty-second cheered 
them vociferously, also, when they were passing their can1p. 

There were other parting ceremonies last evening at camp, when at the 
dress parade the regin1ent was formed in a hollow square and the chap
lain, Rev. Mr. Hall, offered prayer. The band played an appropriate air, 
and Colonel Lee then called for cheers for the old Commonwealth, and 
for the dear ones they were to leave behind them. The regiment re
sponded heartily, and then gave nine cheers for their com1nander. The 
colonel replied to the co1npliment in a brief but feeling n1anner. 

After atTiving in Boston this noon the regiment formed on Boylston 
Street, and marched upon the Common, where the New England Guard 
Reserve Corps and past members were in line and presented arms. The 
regiment was drawn up on the Charles Street n1al1, and grounded arms, and 
about an hour was allowed for the hosts of friends present to say their 
farewells. 

Thousands of people were on the Common, and lined the route of 
1narch on Deacon, Park, Tremont, Court, State, and Com1nercial Streets. 
State Street, down which the corps passed at one o'clock, was crowded 
with spectators. 

The line was f onned as follows : -
Platoon of sixteen police under Sergeant Dunn. 
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The full Gilmore Band. 
R.eserve corps and past 1nembers of the New England Guard, under 

l\Iajor J. Putnaiu Bracllee and Captains J. L. Henshaw, Thomas Chick
ering, J. :VI. Howe, and Sewall H . .Fessenden. 

The Guards escorted a nu1nber of past 111e111bers and officers, including· 
Hon. J. T. Stevenson, S. H. Gookin, and other gentleinen. 

They nu1nbcrecl a hundred bayonets and were in citizens' dress. 
'fhe regiment, 1010 strong, with Flagg's brass band in the centre of its 

right wing. 
On their way to Boston in the cars there were frequent groups of people 

on the road who cheered heartily, and at Roxbury an artillery salute was 
fired. 

The regi1nent is in splendid condition; on the Con1n1on, at the salute 
by the Reserve New England Guards, while the Gihnore Band played 
"Auld Lang Syne," the soldiers wheeled into colu1nn of platoons and 
moved by with the steadiness of veterans, showing the interest they have 
taken in ~ecuring a high degree of skill in n1anreuvring. 

The corps is anned with Enfield rifles captured fro1n an English 
steamer, and their belts, bayonet-sheaths, and cap-pouches were similarly 
obtained. 

The hank of the belt is a snake of brass, - so en1blerpatic of the vileness 
of the Rebel cause. Probably the shippers little imagined they would be 
used against the Rebels. 

After we reached the wharf it ,vas but a short time . before we 
found our places on either the steamer "Mississippi" ·or the 
" l\rlerrimac," and a1nidst the cheers of the thousands \Vho had 
followed to_ the water side we slo,vly steamed to anchorage for 

the night. 
· fhe change that we had been doting on had come; ,ve were 

now to learn son1e of the tribulations of a soldier's life, and to 
find that his experience on board a transport is not altogether 
calculated to make him ",vish that he had come." He found his 
bunk in the hold; and just as he ,vas finding his, he found several 
hundred others, just as intent, employed in that occupation. A 
place that he thought too sn1all for his sist.er's poodle ,vas to be 
used for three other strapping fellows besides himself. Meantime, 
the fact that there ,vas such a thing as bilge-water, and that sol
diers no cleaner than they ought to be had occupied _this place 
before, presented themselves vividly to his sense. He remarked 
that the ventilation might be improved, that the decks were half 
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lighted, and as he picked his ,vay to,vards deck ,vas cro,vded to 
and fro by the n1any who seemed to fill all places before. him. 
The ,vater-tanks had always a band of thirsty customers, and to 
get anything like coffee, or the better phrase, " bilge-,vater," or 
anything to eat, he 111ust stand in rank and wait until he is counted 
off, while sergeants and other uncon1missioned officers are ,vork
ing here and there to find places or food for their tnen, or per
chance 1ncdicine for some one taken sick so early on the ,vay. 
The t\vo great transports lay at anchor off Deer Island, and most 
of the men found their decks by far the most pleasant place on 
board. They could see the lights of hon1e shining almost all 
around them. There is a little cluster off to,vards the South, 
Shore, and a little band of the boys, all from that village, gather 
together and speculate upon what Tom, or Mary, or father, or 
So-and-so can be doing over ther~, - whether that light · that 
see ms higher than the rest comes from a home just saddened by 
a soldier's death. 

The lights on Beacon Hill flash upon the night, and there were 
some in private's toggery on board to ,vhom the hon1es ,vere fa
miliar. There ,vas a constant bobbing of lights at and upon the 
forts, ,vhile a gunboat ,vent rushing by to,vards the Navy Yard. 
Presently voices upon the forward deck let us know that "there 
is music in the air," and every man had soon forgotten discom
fort in letting the ,vorld for a mile or t~vo about kno,v that beans 
can always be procured " do,vn by the Readville ca1np." The 
music changed: son1etimes it became pathetic, and there ,vas 
son1ething plaintive in its sounds, ,vhile the lights of distant 
homes, and the thoughts that would fill the mind, made it still 
n1ore potent; then it would break into the patriotic, and our souls 
be aroused from sadness and carried a,vay to martial sights and 
sounds, into which we hoped, if carried, to engage with honor. 

Some got dro,vsy and ,vent to join that mighty chorus of those 
,vho could sleep, ,vhile others remained on deck mooning the 
night a,vay; until presently, the anchors being ,veighed, the ves
sels started, soon leaving home a dim -line of blue hills that 
,vould insist in getting very misty in so short a time. 

I recall, as I stood looking hon1e,vards early in the morning, 
one of the oldest officers of the regiment coming close to ,vhere 
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I was, and as he gazed into the n1ist that kept his home out of 
sight, I heard him repeat that ahvays sweet Thackerarian, -

" And when the day was breaking, 
My little girls were waking, 
And smiling and making 

A prayer at home for me." 

The sun the next n1orn looked out upon a pleasant day at sea, 
and soon the crowd came tumbliag one on another for fresh air. 
'fhe sound of every animal that n1an can imitate blended ,vith 

the laugh and shout of the cro,vd. The hungry man. ,vas on the 
alert, ,vith his eager eye towards every quarter; he sniffed the 
officers' breakfast being prepared, and mutiny, if not something 
worse, ,vas stamped on his face. Occasionally one particular 
man anxiously asked for ,vater for his daily libations. He got no 
consolation, excepting to have the transport men state that, 
though they had carried fifty thousand soldiers, this ,vas the first 
regiment that ,vanted ,vater for ,vashing- purposes. Dirt, the 
soldier's comforter, began to put on her grim mask. Some, over
come by seasickness, wandered about ,vith a fiendlike look of 
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resignation on their faces, ,vhi!e there ran through the crowd a 
curious fancy to examine the old hulks, ,vith all the curiosity a 
Yankee can exhibit. 

As ,ve rounded the Cape and got ,veil set on the trip, ,ve 
began to make ourselves as comfortable as we could, and ac
cepted the situation ,vithout conditions. 

I should like to have a picture of the crowd upon the decks of 
one of the transports, -111any lying about upon their backs, 
sn1oking their pipes in quiet an1usement, observing some frolic
some mate attempting a breakdo,vn, or a hand-spring that ,vould 
land him in a crowd of grave-looking savants discussing some 
knotty Greek problem, or the more practical game that Sarah 
Battles so much and under such different circumstances en
joyed. Here a group of strategists were settling the problem of 
where we ,vere to go; there a party ,vatching distant smoke on 
the horiion, and querying ,vhether it may not be the terrible 
"Alaban1a; " near by, a sad-voiced youth reading ." .lVIichelet" . . 
to a band of hard-heads, who guy the poor youth until he is 
obliged to ,vithdra,v fron1 the contest; every,vhere, men lying 
upon their backs, enjoying the raptµre of looking into the. sky 
,vhile the vessel is seesawing along. Guns are every,vhere, and 
accoutrements are tumbling about. · The diary fever becomes 
contagious, and no,v and then some genius undertakes a sketch 
of something picturesque, to find his efforts spoiled by some sad 
,vag. 

Transport life is the art of holding on to existence ,vith a fierce 
patience ,vhile praying all the time to reach port; but it has its 
peculiarities ,vhich cannot be found on any shipboard. It is a 
good· place for those ,vho accept, a bad place for gro,vlers. 

Beaufort Harbor, ,vith its little village of old-fashioned houses 
encircling the shore, ,vith the fort at the other end of the circle 
and the dismal ,vharf called Morehead City, greeted us, on the 
1norning of October 26, ,vhen ,ve pulled up to our place of 
debarkation. Our eyes ,vere every,vhere. This, then, ,vas the 
part of the sunny South to ,vhich we ,vere invited. It hardly 
looked fit to conquer. Yet ,vhen ,ve landed, the pleasure of 
getting "out of the black hole" ,vas so g·reat that the country 
round about put on a better tone. A hungry friend just then 
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gave me a piece of s,veet-potato pie that he had bought of a fat 
old Dinah, who had a really clean-looking basket, and after the 
first mouthful, hungry as I ,vas, this experience became my first 
and last experiment ,vith " s,veet-potato pie." 

Of course there ,vas delay. l'he cars backed down past the 
long building on the \vharf ,vith ·exasperating slo,vness, ,vhile ,ve, 
,vith our_ concentrated Readville equipage still packed in our 
knapsacks, stood by doing everything but s,vearing ( that ,vas 
forbidden by the army regulations). The magnificent structures 

in ,vhich ,ve ,vere expected to ride, consisting of open (platform) 
freight-cars, ,vith room for some to stand and son1e to sit, having 
been finally made ready, ,ve climbed upon them and stowed 
ourselves away as best we could. 

At 1.30 P. 1\1., after interminable delays, ,ve started for N e,v 
Berne, forty miles a,vay. The Ninth Ne,v Jersey, ,vith ,vhom ,vc 
,vere destined to march many ,veary miles, ,vcre quartered at 
Morehead City, and greeted us ,vith hearty cheers. The railroad 
carried us through a country guarded in fact by block-houses, 
around ,vhich as ,ve passed by ,vere gathered veterans ,vho gave 
us a glance half-curious, half-satirical, as though they doubted 
the entire efficiency of our overpo,vering newness; but the route 
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,vas made very interesting in catching glimpses of the country 
through ,vhich Burnside had conducted his brilliant can1paig11 
when he captured N e,v Berne. 

As the train approached the clearings that ,vere in front of the 
breast\vorks that ran down to· the river's bank, surrounded by 
the thick forests that prevail in that country, - other than the 
mounds of earth built by the enemy, there ,vas no sign that a 
battle had ever been fought. _The more vivid reminders of the 
existence of war ,vere the chimneys of burned houses, and the air 
c,f desolation that ,vas added to the character of the country, 
dreary enough before the ,var. The rain in its n1ost pronounced 
Southern style poured upon our unprotected heads, but there 
,vas very little glumness. Jokes ,vere passed. The Mark Tap
ley in us struggled up,vards, and we· secured a certain amount 
of interest in the excitement that ,var scenes ahvays bring to 
mind. Corporal Gardner, ,vhose letters upon this and other in
cidents connected ,vith our history are exceedingly graphic and 
interesting, gives the follo,ving incident that occurred .upon this 
train: -

"Yankee genius is apt to run to invention; and at the outbreak of the 
war one would have judged by the nun1ber of new patents that were con
stantly appearing, - patents for cartridge-boxes, muskets, haversacks, and 
in fact everything that could by any possible means be enumerated in a 
soldier's outfit, - that the whole nation had devoted itself to invention. 
An1ong these numberless inventions was a patent canteen. It was a com
bined lunch-box, writing-desk, and fluid storehouse. One of the principal 
advantages claimed for it was, that when a soldier was too weary to lift it to 
drink, he had but to apply his lips to the end of a rubber tube which was 
fastened along the strap fro111 which the canteen was suspended and which 
was close to his mouth; a slight suction was then all the exertion required 
I was the proud possessor of one of these articles. Previous to the de
parture of the regin1ent the canteen had been filled with some whiskey 
which I resolved to keep for a case of e111ergency. This resolution, in the 
innocence of my heart, I confided to 1nany of the boys, and showed them 
how the fan1ous canteen could be easily emptied of its contents. The 
morning the regiment landed at More head City was threatening, and be
fore the train had started it began to rain, - a genuine Southern rain. 
The officers and cooks having appropriated the only covered car on the 
train, the rest of us were obliged to stand on open platform cars that were 
filled up like a hay-cart. Rubber blankets were no protection, and in a 

·1 
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few 1ninutes we were completely drenched. The air was chilly, and the 
boys hudd]ed together to keep wann ; nearly all the boys in Co1npany D 
seemed to have a particular desire to keep 111e warm, and although the 
individuals who surrounded n1e were constantly changing, the number 
remained about the smne. Time and time again, as a cold shiver passed 
over 111e, I was tempted to take a sip frotn the patent canteen; but I n1an
fully resisted the te1nptation. Finally I becan1e too cold, the temptation 
,vas too great. I succu1nbecl and sucked. No whiskey rose in the tube. 
I sucked again. No response. Au expression of doubt and distrust 
passed over my face. The boys could keep quiet no longer; while I had 
been thanking them almost for their kindness in protecting n1e fro1n 
the wind, they had been drinking n1y precious whiskey. I felt a sense 
of righteous wrath. But of what avail? The whiskey had disappeared, 
and probably there was no men1ber of Company D, barring n1yself and a 
few anti-alcoholites, but could hm·e told the quality of the liquor." 

But the long jaunt came to an end; ,vc rumbled over the 
bridge into the city of Ne,v Berne, ,vhere, letting Corporal 
Gardner tell the remainder of this story, "\Ve reached after dark 
and found quite a nu1nber of the T,vcnty-third l\1assachusetts at 
the depot to receive us. The T,venty-third are guarding the 
to,vn. It ,vas raining ,vhen \\'e reached the city, and ,ve met ,v,ith 
the delay usually incident to all military proceedings. At last 
our company ( Company D) and three others ,vere safely housed 
in the machine-shop connected ,vith the railroad. .This "'as 
about 7 P. M. It took us but a short time to unsling knapsacks 
and select our ' bunking places.' Then arose a great demand 
for eatables. A box of very good codfish and a barrel of bread, 
hard, ,vere opened, and found a market very quickly. 1'he only 
water ,ve could procure was by holding our cups under the rain 
spout; but the supply did not equal the demand. We ,vere all 
gratified to hear that the T,venty-fourth ,vere preparing some hot 
coffee, and soon after that the coffee had arrived. Cold, ,vet, and 
tired as we ,vere, it tasted better than anything I have had since I 
left home. As soon as ,ve fairly emptied the mess kettle, ,ve 
turned over and under our blankets, and in a fc,v minutes ,vere 
sound asleep." 

T'o me, as I go over the details that then seemed so important 
and no,v so misty and almost inconsequential, there comes up a 
picture of the bright faces that ,vent ,vith us in the life of the 
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regiment. They have all gone their ,vay these many a year, -
some are resting under 

" the low green tent 
\\'hose curtain never outward swings," 

and the rest have so changed in the last t,venty years that one 
could almost dream the days ,ve spent in the old I◄ .. orty-fourth 
,vere in another existence, and ,vith other n1en than those we 
meet no,v and call co1nrades. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

NE\V BERNE AND ITS GARRISON. 

EW BERNE,. the county seat 
of Craven County, and the 
largest to\vn in eastern North 
Carolina, is situated on the 
soutlnvest bank of the Neuse 
River, - at this point over a 
mile wide and navigable, - at 

. its confluence with the Trent, 
thirty miles from Pamlico 
Sound, and one hundred and 
twenty n1iles southeast from 
Raleigh. 

At the beginning of the 
Civil War the population of 
N e,v Berne \Vas about five 
thousand. It ,vas a port of 
entry, exporting large quanti

ties of grain, lu1nber, tar, and turpentine, and having also a 
considerable coastwise com1nerce. Railroads connected it ,vith 
Beaufort on the coast, and through vVeldon with Goldsboro' and 
its converging roads in the interior. It had a bank, a theatre, 
hvo good hotels, a dai]y newspaper, and other features of a 
thriving city. The paper ,vas revived under Yankee auspices 
after the capture, and as "The N cw Berne Progress," containing 
as much ne,vs as the military authorities deemed it proper to 
allo,v, was a ,velcome visitor in the camps. 

The to,vn ,vas an attractive one, of the Southern type. vVide 
streets, running generally at right angles, and shaded by large 
trees, were bordered by detached dwelling-houses, mainly built 
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of ,vood, ,vith broad verandas and luxuriant gardens. At the 
time of our occupation the better part of the native ,vhites had 
left the city. Their houses, occupied by troops, had been 
neglected and fallen out of repair. Negroes s,varn1ed through 
the town, _ and populated its outskirts. 

Early in the ,var the attention of the Federal authorities ,vas 
directed to the facilities afforded by the inlets and sounds of the 
North Carolina coast for ccllecting and fonvarding supplies for 

~ 

the Virginia armies; for exporting the naval stores ,vhich could 
be turned into money abroad; for the entrance of blockade
runners returning ,vith arms, ammunition, and clothing; and 
for sheltering s1nall privateers, ,vhich could issue from the inlets, 
dash upon coasting merchant-vessels, and return at discretion to 
the friendly shelter of the sounds. The formation of the coast, -
a narrow strip of sand enclosing extensive land-locked bodies 
of water, -,vhile favorable to such commerce, was also favorable 
for naval attacks from the ocean, and correspondingly ,veak for 

defence. 
As early as August, I 861, a naval expedition accompanied by 

a small land force under General Butler captured and occupied 
the forts at Hatteras Inlet. In January, 1862, a large force under 
General Burnside (the Burnside Expedition), embarking at I-Iamp
ton Roads, ,vas transported with difficulty over the shallo,v and 
shifting bar at Hatteras, and in February attacked and carried the 
Rebel works at Roanoke Island, the key to i\lbemarle Sound. 

A month-· tater, the naval fore es and transports left lloanoke 

Island, steamed up the Neuse, and landed the troops of the ex
pedition sixteen miles belo\\: ~ ew Berne. On the morning of 
March 14 a line of eartlnvorks running frorn the river across the 
Atlantic and North Carolina Railroad, and def ended by ten 
thousand Confederates, ,vas att~ckcd and gallantly carried by our 
forces, in about equal numbers. Generals Foster, Reno, and Parke 
commanded the three columns of attack, ,vhich pushed fonvard 
after the retreating Rebels, and took possession of New Berne. 

Through these successive victories the arn1y and navy effected 
a permanent lodgment in eastern N·orth Carolina, ,vhich · they 
held until the close of the war. Our occupation cff ectually 
stopped blockade running, exporting, and privateering, as far 
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south as vVilmington, N. C., and ,vas a constant menace to the 
flank and rear of the Confederate armies around Richmond. 

In July, I 862, General Burnside ,vas ordered, with a large 
portion of his force, to Virginia, and General Foster assumed 
command of the Departn1ent of North Carolina. On Sep
te111ber 24, he addressed a letter to General Halleck, General-in
Chicf of the United States Arn1y, at \Vashington, making formal 
application for more troops. He ,vrites :-

" The advantages of this post for drilling and perfecting new regiments 
are very great. The place is healthy, wood in great abundance, water 
sufficient, and subsi~tence and quartermaster's supplies are easily brought 
from New York, both to this place and to Beaufort, fron1 which point the 
railroad is in good order and running. I have some eight regiments of 
infantry here, of old troops divided into two brigades, com1nanded by 1nost 
excellent officers (acting brigadier-generals), Colonels Amory and Steven
son, and with other excellent colonels could readily drill any nm11ber of 
new regi1nents. My artillery force (Third New York Artillery) is good. 
They number five light batteries with twenty-eight pieces, Rhode Island 
battery with six pieces, Rocket battalion with eight pieces. My siege train, 
ready for transportation, though at present on shipboard with supply of 
am1nunition, consists of four 30-pounder Parrott guns; in addition to 
which I can land for the investment of any sea-coast place ten 32-pounders 
in ship carriages. My cavalry force is one good and efficient regiment, -
Third New York Cavalry. My knowledge· of the country in this region, 
derived from being stationed here as engineer officer in charge, and n1ore 
lately in command of this department, enables n1e to use the sn1all force 
at my disposal to advantage ; which advantages would of course be greatly 
increased by having a much larger force at my disposal." 

Again, Oct. 3, I 862, he addressed a letter to the War Depart
ment requesting reinforcen1ents of infantry to be sent, " if it 
is expected of me to go into active service during the cool 
,veather. '' 

. " Further reflection on this subject has convinced me of the propriety 
of my request, and especially ac; regards new regiments ; and I beg leave to 
re-urge this matter, and to further say that even if it is not intended that I 
should 1nake any decided movement, this place presents very great facili
ties as a catnp of instruction for a very large body of troops, and would be 
more available for operations on the flank of the enemy, should that be 
rendered necessary by their retreat from Richmond, or from any other 
cause. Even if thirty or forty new regi1nents be sent, I will devote my 
personal titne to drilling and perfecting them in their duties. I am 
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advancing the defences of the town, and they are now strong enough to 
require a siege to take, I think.'' 

In answer to these suggestions a number of ne,v troops (prin
cipally nine .months' regiments) ,vcre sent to Ne,v Berne in 
October. After the Tarboro' expedition General Foster asked 
again for more troops, in these tern1s: -

" The enemy have n1uch increased their force and their activity in this 
State. They show a determination to withstand n1y advances in their rich 
country of the eastern sections, and also, if possible, to di111inish 1ny hold 
in that section. On the other hand, the weakening influences of the past 
n1alarious season have so ,veakened the strength of my old regiments that 
for hard active service I have scarcely available one half their non1inal 
strength. The Third, Fifth, Forty-third, Forty-fourth, Forty-fifth, and 
Forty-sixth lviassachusetts Regin1ents, arrived here, are good troops. I 
would most respectfully suggest that if possible I should be allowed 
at once ten thousand troops in addition to n1y present force. The 
sooner I have this force, the sooner I will endeavor to prepare n1y plans 
of cutting the ,v eldon and ,vilmington Railroad, and the taking of 
,viln1ington and the works at the 111outh of the Cape Fear River." · 

Additional troops; ,vere sent in response to this appeal, until 
the Federal troops in the Departn1ent of North Carolina num
bered (in January, 1863) nearly thirty thousand men. 

The relative strength of the opposing forces in the State dur
ing the period in which we are especially interested is sho,vn in 
the follo,ving tables, taken from the Appendix to Admiral Am
men's "Navy in the Civil War: The Atlantic Coast:" -

Abstract from Returns ef the United States 111ilitary farces servi11g in 
North Carolina. 

Present for duty. Aggregate present. 

September, 1862 . . . . . . . 6,642 8,647 
October, " . . . . . . . 8,967 r r ,4 r 5 
November, " . . . . . . . 12,872 15,569 
December, " . . . . . . . · 18,468 21,917 
January, 1863 . . . . . . . 25,023 28,194 
February, " • . . • • . • 15,806 18,548 
March, " • . . . . • • 14,672 17,105 
April, " . . . . . . • 13,962 15,920 
May, " . . . . . . . 16,643 19,715 

In August the forces had been reduced to 7,699 present for duty. 
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Abstract front Returns of the Confederate military forces seroing in 
North Carolilla. ( No returns accessible for September, October, and 
November, 1862.) 

Present for duty. Aggregate present. 

Decen1ber, 1862 . . . . • . . I 1,074 12,207 

January, 1863 . . . . . . . 26,958 31,2 73 
February, " 15,904 19,894 • . . . . . . 
March, " 20,733 . . . • . 
April, " 7,501 8,385 . . . . . . . 
l\fay, " 22,149 26,838 • . . . . 

In August there were 7,391 present for duty. 

A small portion of our forces ,vere distributed as garrisons 
along the coast, and in to,vns like Plymouth and \Vashington, 
at the head of navigation in the larger rivers. · The larger portion 
of the troops remained in and around Ne\v Berne, occupying per
n1anent camps in the outskirts of the town, on both sides of the 
Trent River, ,vithin a strong line of forts ,vhich had been con
structed after our occupation. The picket line lay six or eight 
miles out, following on the west, or side to\vard the enen1y, the 
course of Batchelder's Creek. The sparsely inhabited country 
around Ne,v Berne is flat, lo\v, s,vampy, heavily ,vooded ,vith 
pines, and traversed by numerous creeks. The roads are ,vet, 
sandy, heavy, and unfavorable to the movement of troops. 

T'he Rebel force in North Carolina in November, 1862, ,vas dis
tributed some,vhat as follo,vs: -

Bet\veen N e,v Berne and Raleigh, ,vith headquarters at Golds
boro', eight thousand men, including t\vo regiments of cavalry 
and a small force of light artillery. 

At and near Wilmington, three thousand men. 
Bet\veen the Tar and Roanoke Rivers, a n1ovable force of three 

thousand men. 
A regiment ,vas also stationed at Weldon, where further forces 

could be readily and speedily concentrated from Petersburg and 
Richmond. 

The aggregate of these detachments ,vould appear to be nearly 
fifteen thousand men, - three thousand more than the returns 
given above indicate for the follo,ving 111011th of Decen1ber. 
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vVhcn the Forty-fourth reached Ne,v Berne the Union forces 

under Foster were known as the "Dcpartn1cnt of North Caro

lina." Nov. 21, 1862, General Orders No. 58, Department I-Iead

quarters, forn1ecl the infantry regiments into temporary brigades, 
our regiment being assigned to the Second (under con;.n1and 
of Col. Thomas G. · Stevenson). consisting of the T,venty-fourth 

iVIassachusctts, Lieut.-Col. Osborn; Fifth Rhode Island, ~Iajor 

Arnold; Tenth Connecticut, Colonel Leggett; and Forty-fourth 
Massachusetts, Col. Francis L. Lee. The First Brigade, about 

4,500 men, ,vas commanded by Col. T. J. C. Amory; the Second, 

about 4,000 men, by Col. Thomas G. Stevenson; the Third, 
about 4,000 men, by Col. Horace C. Lee; and there ,vere unas

signed about 3,200 men, - a total of about 16,000 men, infantry, 
cavalry, and artillery. 

On the 24th of December the following gen_eral order ,vas 
issued from the vVar Department at vVashington: -

General Order No. 214. 

\VAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE, • 
\VASHINGTOX, Dec. 24, 1862. 

By direction of the President, the troops in North Carolina will con
stitute the Eighteenth Army Corps, and Major-General J. G. Foster is 
assigned to the comn1and. 

Four days later, General Order No. 84, Corps Headquarters, 
was issued as follows : -

General Order JVo. 84. 

1--IE.\DQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 

NEW BERNE, N. C., Dec. 28, 1862. 

The assignn1ent of infantry to brigades from this date will be as follows, 
and con1manding officers of regiinents will report at once to their brigade 
con1manders: -

BRIG.-GEN. L. C. I-Im.TT. 

85th Pennsylvania . . . . Col. J. B. Howell. 
103d Pennsylvania. . . . . . Lieut.-Col. \V. H. lVIaxwell. 
85th New York . . . . . . Lieut.-Col. A. J. \Vellman. 
92d New York . . . . . 
101st Pennsylvania. . . . . . Lieut.-Col. D. M. Armor. 
96th New York. . . . . . . Capt. George \V. I-Iindes. 

BRIG.-GEN. THO:\IAS G. STEVENSON. 

24th Massachusetts 
44th ,, 

. . . . . Lieut.-Col. F. A. Osborn. 
Col. F. L. Lee. 
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5th Rh~cle Island 
1 oth Connecticut . 

l\'laj. Tew. 
Lieut-Col. Leggett. 

BRIG,-GEN. c. A. HECK:.\JAN. 

9th New Jersey 
23d l\lassachusetts 

3d " 
51st " 

r 7th l\1assachusetts 

43d " 
45th " 
8th " 

27th lVIassachusetts 
25th " 
46th " 
5th " 

. . . . l\:Jnj. Zabriskie. 
. . . . . lVfaj. J. G~ Chambers. 
. . . . . Col. S. P. Richmond. 

. . . Col. A. B. R. Sprague. 

COL. T. J. C. ... ·\)IORY. 

. . . Lieut.-Col. J. F. Fellows. 

. . . Col. C. L. I-Iolbrook. 

. . . Col. C. R. Codman. 
Col. Coffin. 

CoL. HORACE C. LEE. 

. . . . . Lient.-Col. Luke Lyman. 

. . . . . Col. Pickett. 
. . . Col. George Bowler . 
. . . Col. G. "'· Pierson . 

59 

First Division of the Eighteenth Corps will consist of Brigadier-General 
Hunt's and Stevenson's brigades, to be ~0111manded by Brigadier-General 
,vessells. Brigadier-Generals I-Iunt and Stevenson will report at once to 
Brigadier-General \Vessells. 

By co1nmand of 
l\Iajor-General JOHN G. FOSTER, 

J. F. ANDERSON, Captain and A. A. A. G. 
[Official] : 

,v1LLIA:.\1 PRATT, A. A. A. G. 

On the 29th, General Orders fron1 Division Headquarters was 
read: -

HEADQUARTERS FIRST DIVISION, EIGH1'EENTH ARMY CORPS 

NEW BERNE, N. C., Dec. 29, 1862. 

General Order 1Vo. 1. 

I. Pursuant to orders fron1 Headquarters Eighteenth Army C~rps, 28th 
inst., the undersigned assumes command of this division, con1posed of 
Hunt's and Stevenson's brigades. The following are announced as staff 
officers of this division : -

Capt. Andrew Stewart, A. A. G. 
" R. C. \Vebster, A. Q. 1\1. 
" John Hall, C. S. 
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Surg. D. G. Rush, Chief of l\1edical Staff. 
1st Lieut. Daniel F. Beigh ( 101st Pennsylvania), A. D. C. 
2d '' 1\1. C. Frost (92d New York), A. D. C. 

The brigades will be known as First and Second in the order above 
enun1eratcd. H. ,v. \VESSELLS, 

[Official] : 
,v1LL1Al\l PRATT, A. A. A. G. 

Brigadier-General Volunteers, 
Commanding Division. ~ 

The force at New Berne was considerably increased in January, 
1863, by the arrival of troops ordered to this department· from 
the Department of Virginia, Major-General Dix, Brigadier-Gen
erals Ferry, vVessells, Spinola, and N aglee reporting ,vith their 
respective brigades. A reorganization of the Army Corps fol
lowed, and five divisions ,vere created. 

The monthly reports subsequent to this date (January 12) sho,v 
that the First Division ,vas con1mand~d by Brig.-G·en. I. N. Palmer, 
the Second Division by Brig.-Gen. Henry M. N aglee, the Third 
Division by Brig.-G·en. 0. S. Ferry, the Fourth J?ivision by Brig.
Gen. Henry vV. Wessells, the Fifth Division by Brig.-Gen. H. 
Prince. The first North Carolina Union volunteers ,vere com
manded by Capt. C. A. Lyon, the artillery brigade by Brig.-Gen. 
J. H. Ledlie, and the Third Ne,v York Cavalry by Col. S. H. Mix. 

The Fourth Division, General Wessells,· comprised the two 
brigades of Hunt and Stevenson as defined in General Order 
No. 84 above. 

Under this organization the Forty-fourth lVIassachusetts Regi
ment was in the Second Brigade of the Fourth Division of the 
Eighteenth Army Corps. ,vith 1\1:ajor-General Foster as our corps 
commander, Brig.-Gen. Henry vV. vVessells our division com
mander, and Brig.-Gen. Thomas G. Stevenson our brigade 
commander.1 

1 There has been considerable discussion among our members as to which divi
sion we belonged to. The writer has examined carefully all the papers on file at the 
State House, iJ;cluding the regimental order-book, and all the official documents in 
\Vashington to which he could get access. He has failed to find any order assigning 
the regiment to the Fourth Division, while there is one (General Order No. 14) 
assigning it to the First; yet all the official papers subsequent to January 12 speak 
of General \Vessells as in command of the F'ourth Division. So far as we can see, 
there is at present no means of settling the question satisfactorily. 
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Cornd'r, 4th Div., 18th Army Corp:.. 
Cornd'~ 18th Army Corp:;. 1863. Cc,md'g 2d 6rig.1<fo, 4th Div. 18th A. C. 
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Our corps comn1andcr, John G. l◄"oster, 1\1 ajar-General of 

Volunteers, ,vas born in Nc,v I-Ia1npshire .in 1824, was graduated 

at \Vest Point in I 846~ and appointed a brevet second lieutenant 

in the corps of engineers. I-Ie ,vas brevetted as first lieutenant for 

gallantry during the l\iexican \Var at Contreras and Cherubusco, 

Aug. 20, I 847, and as captain for gallantry at lviolino del Rey, 

Sept. 8, 1847, ,vhcre he was one of the party which stormed the 

l\ilexican ,vorks and was severely wounded. I-Ie ,vas assistant 

professor of engineering at vV est Point in I 8 54, becan1e a cap

tain July I, I 860, and was brevetted as 1najor, Dec. 26, I 860. 
On April 28, I 8 5 8, he took charge of the fortifications in North 

and South Carolina, ,vhich duty he was performing on the break

ing out of the Civil \Var in I 86 I. 1--Ie ,vas one of the garrison 

of Fort Sumter under 1\/Iajor Anderson, and participate_d in the 

defence of that fort. After its surrender he was employed upon 

the fortifications of N e,v York. He ,vas appointed a brigadier

general of volunteers, Oct. 2 3, I 86 I, and commanded a brigade 

in the Burnside expedition, taking a leading part in the capture 
of Roanoke Island and N. c,v Berne. After the capture of N c,v 

Berne he ,vas made governor of that place. In .i\ugust, I 862, 
he ,vas appointed major-general 'of volunteers. After General 

Burnside left North Carolina to join the Army of the Poton1ac, 

G·cneral Foster became the commander of the departn1ent, and 

on the creation of the Eighteenth Army Corps he ,vas appointed 

to the comn1and. 

- Fron1 July 15 to Nov. 15, 1863, he ,vas in command of the 
Department of Virginia and North Carolina. From Dec. I 2, 

I 863, to Feb. 9, 1864, he commanded the Anny and Department 

of the Ohio. l'his command he was obliged to relinquish on 

account of severe injuries ,vhich resulted fron1 a fall from his 

horse. After remaining two months on sick leave at Baltimore, 

he assumed command of the Department of the South, retaining 

it from 1\1:ay 26, 1864, to Feb. Ir, 1865. Fron1 August, 1865, to 

December, I 866, he commanded the Department of Florida. 

He ,vas n1ustercd out of the volunteer service, September, I 866, 
and died at Nashua, N. H., Sept. 2, 1874. 

General Faster ,vas made Lieutenant-Colonel in the Engineers 

of the regular army March 7, I 867; and ,vas brevetted l\f arch r 3, 
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186 5, Brigadier-General and lvI ajor-Gcneral, also of the regular 
arn1y. 

By a general order dated New Berne, Jan. 12, 1863, the follo,v
ing-namcd officers ,vcrc announc~d as constituting the staff of the 
n1ajor-gencral con11nanding: -

Brig.-Gen. Edward E. Potter, chief of staff: 
Lieut.-Col. Southard Hoffman, assistant adjutant-general. 
Capt. James ll. Strong, aide-de-can1p and assistant adjutant and in-

spector general. 
l\Iaj. J. L. Stackpole, judge-advocate. 
i\Iaj. John F. Anderson, senior aide-de-camp. 
i\Iaj. Edward N. Strong, aide-de-camp. 
Capt. George E. Gourancl, aide-cle-can1p. 
Capt. Louis Fitzgerald, aide-de-camp. 
Capt. Daniel i\Iessinger, provost marsbal. 
Lieut.-Col. Herman Briggs, chief quartermaster. 
Capt. J.C. Slaght, assistant quartermaster. 
Capt. Henry Porter, assistant quartern1aster. 
Capt. \Villian1 Holden, assistant quartennastcr. 
Capt. J. J. Bowen, assistant quartermaster . 

. Lieut. Joseph A. Goldthwaite, acting co1nmissary of subsistence. 
Surg. F. G. Snelling, medical director. 
Lieut. F. \V. Farquhar, United States Engineer Corps, chief engineer. 
Lieut. l\L F. Prouty, acting ordnance officer. 
Lieut. J. l\!Iyers,'United States ·ordnance Corps, ordnance officer. 

Our division commander, Henry \V. \Vessells, ,vas born in 
Litchfield,· Conn., Feb. 20, 1809. At the age of nineteen he. 
entered a· military school at Middleto,vn, Conn., and the follo,ving 
year ,vent to \Vest Point, ,vherc he ,vas graduated in I 833. He 
,vas brevetted second lieutenant in the Second Infantry; ,vas 
engaged in the Creek War in Georgia in I 835, and the Sen1inole 
\Var in Florida in 1837-43; ,vas promoted to be first lieuten
ant in I 838, and captain in 1847; was brevetted major for 
gallantry at Contreras and Cherubusco during the l\iiexican ,var, 
in the farmer of ,vhich engagements he ,vas ,voundcd. After 
the close of the ,var with lvlexico he ,vent ,vith his regiment to 
California, and thence in 1854 to Kansas and Nebraska. In June,· 
I 86 I,· he ,vas appointed major in the Sixth Inf an try. During the 
winter of I 861-62 he ,vas granted leave of absence and organized 
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the Eighth Regiment of Kansas V oluntcers. In the spring of 

I 862 he joined his own regiment before Yorktown in General 

Sikcs's command, and was "rounded at the battle of Fair Oaks. 

He ,vas commissioned brigadier-general of volunteers, April 2 5, 
1862, serving in the Departn1ent of -Virginia, lvlajor-Gcncral Dix. 

In December, I 862, he ,vas transferred from the Department of 

Virginia to the Department of North Carolina. In IVIay, 1863, he 
was assigned to the defence of Plymouth, N. C., which place he 
,vas compelled to surrender, .. April 20, 1864, after a fight of four 

days, and ,vas taken prisoner and held until August, when ex

changed. He ,vas mustered out of the volunteer service, January, 

I 866. In February, I 865, he ,vas appointed a lieutenant-colonel in 

the Eighteenth Regular Infantry. He ,vas retired Jan. I, 1871. 

Our brigade con1mander, Thomas G. Stevenson, ,vas born at 

Boston in the year 1836. I-le became an active. men1ber of the 

State Militia, rising frotn the ranks to beco1ne 1najor of the Fourth 

Battali9n of Massachusetts Infantry, which body, under his care 
and instruction, attained a high degree of excellence in discipline 

and drill. In the fall of 1861 he ,vas com1nissioned colonel of 

the T,venty-fourth lVIassachusetts Volunteers. He participated 
in the battles of R.oanoke Island and N e,v Berne. In an official 
report, dated Ne,v Berne, Nov. 12, ·1862, to the \Var Department, 
after the Tarboro' expedition, General Foster ,vrites: -

" I recommend Colonel Stevenson, for his efficient senrices on this march 
and in the affair at Little Creek and R.awle's :rvlills, as well as previous · 
services at the battle of Roanoke Island and New Berne, be promoted to 
the rank of brigadier-general." 

In November, 1862, Colonel Stevenson ,vas appointed brigadier

general. In the Richmond campaign of 1864 he comn1anded a 
division of the Ninth Corps, and lost his life at Spottsylvania 

Court House, May 10, I 864. 

-\Vith this description of New Berne, the forces ,vhich occupied 

it, and the commanders under ,vhom the Forty-fourth served, 
this chapter might be considered as complete; but it may be 

well to include here one or two incidents connected with our 

stay in the to,vn ,vhich do not come ,vithin the scope of any 

other chapter. 
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In January the Twenty-fourth l\tlassachusetts and Tenth Con
necticut of our brigade, under General Stevenson, ,vere sent with 
other regiments of the Eighteenth Anny Corps, first to Beaufort, 
N. C., and thence to South Carolina, ,vherc they joined the forces 
operating against Charleston. 

·The concentration of troops in N·orth Carolina, and their sub
sequent embarkation at Beauf0rt, puzzled and alarmed the Con
federate authorities, who anticipated a simultaneous attack upon 
vVeldon at the north and \Vilmington at the south. General D. 
H. Hill ,vas assigned to the command of the troops in North Caro
lina, then (Feb. 1, 1863) composed of Daniels's and Pettigrc,v's 
infantry brigades, Robertson's cavalry brigade, and some artil-, 
lery. In lVIarch, Garnett's brigade, from Petersburg, ,vas ordered 
to report to Hill. 

\Vhen it ,vas ascertained that Charleston, and not \Vilmington, 
,vas the objective point of the ne,v expedition, General Hill 
planned a strong movement against N cw Berne and the other 
Federal positions along the coast. About this time General 
Foster ,vrote to the vVar Department: -

" I have received information that the corps of Major-General D. H. Hill 
is within the limits of this State and that he commands this departn1ent. I 
referred, in 1ny last letter, to some iron-clads being constructed on the Tar 
and Roanoke Rivers. I understand that the iron-clad on the Roanoke 
River is nearly completed~ and to prevent its being destroyed by our gun
boats before it' is ready for service, the enen1y have assembled a large 
force at I-Ian1ilton, said to be 7,000 infantry, 1 ,ooo cavalry, and seven 
batteries of between six and eight pieces each. The fortifications at Rain
bow Bluff, just below I-Iamilton, destroyed by me last N ove1nber, are being 
repaired and heavy guns being mounted from \Veldon. A considerable 
force is at \Veklon, and the enemy are busily engaged in fortifying that 
point .... To prevent the enemy fron1 putting their threat into execution 
of taking the town of Plymouth, taking the gunboats or driving them out 
of the river, I propose to reinforce that point, and at the same titne I 
have prepared a strong reconnaissance, under General Prince, to move 
in the direction oi \Vilmington and so prevent too great an accumulation 
of force on the Roanoke until such time as I shall be strong enough to 
attack with advantage. The command is only waiting for a suitable con
dition of the roads to move, the recent rains having rendered them almost 
impassable." 
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As before stated, General I-Iill's force ,vas increased by the 
arrival of Garnett's brigade on the 10th of lVIarch. The com
bined force nu1nbered some 15,000 1ncn. On the I 1th of l\.'larch 
General Hill moved his army towards New Berne. On the after
noon of Friday, l\ilarch I 3, the enemy's scouts ,vere seen in various 
directions. Bclgcr's Battery, the Fifth and T,venty-fifth lVIassa
chusctts Regiments, ,vere sent out on the Trent road, leading 
towards I(inston. At da,vn on the 14th a strong force under 
the Confederate General Pettigrew placed sixteen guns in posi
tion near a small fort opposite the to,vn on the north, across the 
Neuse River. This fort ,vas aln1ost directly opposite the can1p 
of the Forty-fourth lviassachusetts Regiment. Two or three 
thousand infantry supported the artillery. They came into a 
clearing about sixty yards from the fort and began a rapid 
fire of shell and canister. ..A.fter a fe,v rounds they sent in to 
Colonel Anderson, of the N"inety-second N c,v York ( four hun
dred and fifty of whom held the place), a flag of truce, demand
ing a surrender, saying that a combined attack ,vas to be made 
that day on New Berne, and that resistance ,vas useless. To 
gain time for the gunboats to get ~nto position, Colonel Ander
son asked for half an hour to send and consult General Foster. 
The flag of truce ,vent back, and returned granting the half-hour, 
and ,vhen the time had expired, returned again for the response. 
Colonel Anderson replied, "My orders arc to hold this place, 
and I shall never surrender it." During this interval the Con
federates had put all their guns in position, straightened their 
lines, and formed their infantry in three lines behind the guns. 
General Pettigre,v ,vas mounted on a large ,vhite horse, and was 
constantly riding- up and do,vn the lines, giving orders. vVhen 
the flag of truce ,vent back the third time, and the result ,vas 
known, the Confederates opened a rapid and terrific fire. The 
men in . the fort, not ,vishing to sho,v their strength, lay close 
behind the sand wall and ,vaited for a charge. The soldiers in 
the fort prepared for the expected charge by biting off car
tridges and putting them up before them on the logs, so as to 
be ready to fire fast. The camp in the fort ,vas. co1npletely rid• 
died with balls. A thirty-pound Parrott thre,v shells across 
the. river, striking near our camp. 1.,he Union gunboats came 

s 
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around from the Trent River, and getting into position, began 
a vigorous shelling of the woods beyond the fort, causing the 
enemy to retire. A thirty-pound siege-gun of the enc.my burst, 
and killed a number of their own 1ncn. In the afternoon 
they attempted to creep up and plant a battery in the ,voods, 
but were prevented frotn so doing by the constant shelling of. the 
fleet. 

About noontime a train of. platform cars ,vith a locomotive in 
the rear stopped before the can1p of the Fifth Rhode Island. In 
twenty minutes that regiment ,vas on the train and moved rapidly 
out to the camp of the Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania Regiment, doing 
picket duty some eight miles out fron1 Ne,v Berne, on the Kinston 
road. Reports ca1ne that a force of 8,000 or 10,000 men, ,vith 
thirty pieces of artillery and some cavalry, had reached a point on 
the flank of the picket force nearer New Berne than they ,vere. 
Colonel Jones, of the Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania Regiment, com• 
mantling the picket-post, ,vas ordered, if pressed, to retire on New 
Berne, fighting his ,vay as he came in. At dusk the outer pickets 
,vere driven in. At night tattoo ,vas beaten at several points and 
the cars ,vere kept running, to give the cncn1y the impression that 
a large force ,vas near. 1·he entire force in and around the to,vn 
,vere kept constantly under anns. Every preparation ,vas made 
for an attack. 

After threatening the to,vn at various points, the enemy during 
the night disappeared from New Berne. It ,vas supposed that 
Washington, N. C., might be in danger, and to reinforce and 
strengthen the garrison of that to,vn, on the f ollo,ving day 
(l\1arch I 5) eight companies of the Forty-fourth lVIassachu
setts Regiment were ordered to \Vashington. Companies B and 
F of the regiment ,vere at this time doing picket duty at Batch
eider's Creek, a fe,v miles out of N·e,v Berne towards Kinston. 
Between this date (March 15) and April 22 the main body of the 
regiment ,vas at Washington, N. C., the greater part of the time 
surrounded and hetnmed in by the Confederate troops under 
General D. H. Hill, as narrated in another chapter. 

General Foster was ,vith the small force at \Vashington, N. C., 
during the siege of that to,vn. During his absence Brig.
Gen. I. N. Palmer, commanding First Division of Eighteenth 
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J\...rmy Corps, was in co1nn1and at New Berne. On April I, 1863, 
he wrote from New Berne to the \Var Department, stating that 
General Foster ,vas at \Vashington, N·. C., and that that place 
,vas being attacked by the ene1ny in force; that there were only 
parts of t\vo regi1ncnts there as garrison; and that three regi
ments and a battery of artillery had been sent him, but they ,vere 
unable to reach there, the enemy having t\vo batteries on the 
river belo,v the to,vn. Commander Davenport, United States 
Navy, sent from N c,v Berne all the available gunboats to engage 
the batteries. The enemy ,vere reported as being in large force 
in North Carolina, and as acting on the offensive. On the same 
date ( April I) an urgent request by letter ,vas made by General 
Palmer to Major-General Dix, commanding Departn1ent of Vir
ginia at Fortress Monroe, for assistance. He says: "There is a 
fair prospect of success for the Rebels at vVashington [N. C.], and 
if they succeed this place ,vill be attacked. I only suggest to 
you, General, as 'food for thought,' ,vhether it ,vould not be best 
to reinforce this place ,vith, say, 5,000 men temporarily .... 
\Ve are sadly in need of gunboats." 

In response to this request Gcne.ral Dix made preparations to 
send assistance, and had actually embarked a portion of his co1n
mand on transports for that purpose, when General Longstreet 
made an attack on his front, ,vhich necessitated the withdrawal 
of the troops from the transports, and their detention in that 
department . 

. A.n attempt ,vas made to relieve vVashington by a force sent 
overland from N·ew Berne, which was unsuccessful. On the 
8th of April an expedition left New Berne for the purpose of 
relieving Washington, under the command of General Spinola. 
They had gone but a short distance ,vhen they found themselves 
confronted by a large force of the enemy, with batteries arranged 
to command the roads approaching in that direction. The 
bridges had been cut away, and breastworks erected command
ing every approach. Finding the contest so unequal, and the 
possibility of advancing so small, General Spinola ordered his 
command to fall back, and returned to New Berne. At mid
night of the 14th of April the transport '' Escort," ,vith the Fifth 
Rhode Island Regiment on board, ran the blockade on the Tar 
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River, and passed the batteries, rea_ching \tVashington. On the 
following day General Foster left \Vashington on the '' Escort," 
passed the batteries, and, reaching New Berne, collected his force 
and n1arched to \Vashington, to the successful relief of that 
town. 
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CI-IAPTER V. 

C.Al\IP LIFE. 

is merely an incident 
in the life of a soldier. The 
larger part of his service is 
spent in preparing for it. His 
experience mig-ht be compared 
,vith that of the professional 
athlete ,vho devotes months to 
training for a contest ,vhich a 
fe,v seconds ,vill decide. In 

---~:.-____ .. 

' foreign nations ,vhich maintain 
large standing armies most of 
this preliminary ,york is accom
plisl~ed in time of peace, but in 
ours it had to be done ,vhile in 
actual conflict. Undue haste 
in forcing battle subjected us 
to the disastrous defeat of Bull 

.. -:--::::=-. -
_.:..---

Run, - a defeat ,vhich ,vas not an actual misfortune, as it taught 
the nation that the soldier's profession demanded capacity and 
experience, . and that armies could not be made effective until 
they had attained a certain homogeneity which time and dis
cipline alone could give. For this reason, among others, much 
of the time of most regiments, at least in the early part of the 
war, ,vas passed in camp. · 

On our main lines of operation there was more or less con
stant fighting; but at many places along the coast held by us 
mainly as bases for: future operations our forces ,vere ~ot large 
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enough to take the offensive on any extended scale, and there
fore a few days of active, hard, spirited work were fo!!o,ved by 
longer periods of inaction. This was the case in our depart
n1ent; and although not the 1nost in1portant part of our service, 
our life in camp was not the least interesting. 

Our barracks not being con1pleted at the time ,ve reached 
New Berne, so1ne of the con1panies ,vere quartered in tents for 
a few days, and almost as soQn as we had ren1oved to the bar
racks ,vere sent off on the Tarboro' expedition. Part of the 
regiment returned to New Berne on the night of Thursday, 
November I 3 ; but the rest did not land till the f ollo,ving noon, 
as their stean1er had been delayed. vVe ,vent imn1ediately to 
our barracks, and our camp life in the South fairly began. On 
the 17th Colonel Lee issued Special Order No. 6: -

'' As a slight demonstration of the affection and esteem we have all 
learned by our recent experiences to feel for our present commanding 
officer, it is ordered that the present regimental camp be hereafter known 
and denoted as Camp Stevenson, and all letters and orders shall hereafter 
be so dated." 

The name " Can1p Stevenson" \\'as retained as long as we 
ren1ained on the old " Fair Ground." 

The camp ,vas very pleasantly located. It ,vas situated on 
the southerly side of the Neuse, very nearly on the river-bank, 
a short distance ,vesterly from the town. .i\.fter passing the rail
road station ,ve came to the quartcrn1aster's stables and cavalry 
corral on the right and the Government ,vood-yard on the left; 
then the camp of the T,venty-fourth Massachusetts on the right; 
crossed a sn1all stream spanned by a light ,vooden bridge, and 
our camp-ground was reached. Our line of sentries extended 
fro1n the river along the stream to the bridge, near which our 
guard-house \\'as placed, then at right angles to the strean1 and 
parallel to the river for quite a distance, again turning at right 
angles and thence running northerly to the river. 

Beyond us ,vere the camps of the Third and Forty-sixth 
lviassachusetts. Opposite to ours, but farther from the river, 
and reached by · the same bridge ,ve have mentioned, ,vas that 
of the Tenth Connecticut, one of the best regin1ents in the 
service. It n1ight be appropriate to 111ention here that the 
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young lady, a resident of Sta1nford, who presented a standard 
to this regi1nent just before it left for the scat of war, afterwards 
becan1e the wife of Charles H. Demeritt, of Con1pany D, Forty
fourth Massachusetts. The drill-ground, ,vhich was used in 
common by all the regin1ents of our brigade, ,vas ,vest of the 
camp of the Tenth, and soutlnvesterly fron1 our own. 

The barracks were situated nearly equidistant from the easterly 
and ,vesterly boundaries, but much nearer the road than they 
were the river. They consisted of a long ,vooden building, one 
half of ,vhich was parallel to the river and the other half at right 
angles to it, each part being divided into five apartments about 
fifty feet front by thirty-eight feet deep, an apartn1ent being 
assigned to each company. Those at right angles to the river 

were occupied by the companies of the right ,ving, and those 
parallel to the river by the con1panies of the left ,ving. 1,he line 
officer's quarters ,vere in separate buildings erected at either 
end of the barracks, a room being assigned to each company, 
and the tents of the field and staff ,vere pitched in front of the 
,ving occupied by the right flank and parallel to it. The cook
houses - one to each company and one to its officers - ,vere 
built on to the rear of the barracks and officers' quarters, and 
the quartermaster and com1nissary building ,vas in the re-entrant 
angle formed by the two wings of the barracks. The guard-tent 
,vas pitched close by the bridge, and the sutler's quarters - a 
structure about the size of a company barrack - ,vas built a 
short distance easterly of the end of the building occupied by 
the left ,ving. 



72 FORTY-FOURTH l\fASSACHUSETTS INFANTRY. 

The right flank is the post of honor in regi111ental line; next 
in importance co1ncs the left flank; then the right centre·, the 
position of the color con1pany, etc. Usually these positions are 
determined by the scn}ority of the captains; but ,vhcre the com-

missions bear the san1c date they arc arbitrarily assigned by the 
. . 

colonel. Beginning at the right, the co1npany ,vhose captain 
held the oldest comn1ission ,vould naturally be nun1ber one; 
the captain ,vho ,vas sixth in rank ,vould be second in line, etc. ; 

. the order being as follows: - ·• 

Position in line 
Position in rank 

1-2--3-4-5-6-7-8-9-10 
l-6-4-9-3-8-5-- I 0-7-2 

Soon after ,ve ,vent into camp at R.eadville the companies ,vere 
assigned positions in the follo,ving order: -

H-C-E-I-F-D-B-K-C-A 
On November 21 this order ,vas changed, Co1npany A being 

given the right flank, and the ne,v order ,vas -

A-D-E-C;-C-K-H-I-B-F 

This arrangen1ent lasted for some time. December 28, Cap
tain Reynolds resigned on account of ill health, and for the same 

reason Captain Jacob Lo1nbar<l followed his cxan1ple January 14. 
There ,vere not many changes in our roster, but such as there 

• 
were it may be ,vell to particularize here. Dr. vVare died 
April 10, and Assistant-Surgeon Fisher ,vas promoted to Surgeon 
on the sa1ne day. l\tlarch 26, Daniel lVIcPhee ,vas com1nissioned 
assistant-surgeon. May 29, our youthful and popular adjutant, 
Wallace Hinckley, ,vas transferred to the corresponding position 
in the Second Heavy Artillery, and ,vas succeeded by E. C. John
son, first lieutenant of Company H. In Con1pany B, First Lieu
tenant F. H. Forbes resigned Oct. 13, 1862, before ,ve · left 

Readville. Second Lieutenant J. A. Kenrick ,vas promoted to 

the first lieutenancy, an_d Charles C .. Soule, at that tin1e serving 
as a private in Company F, appointed second lieutenant.1 On 
the acceptance of the resignation of Captain Jacob Lombard, 
George Lon1bard ,vas commissioned captain of Company C, and 

vVilliam Hedge, formerly sergeant in the same company, elected 
first lieutenant. · Second Lieutenant Briggs of that company ,vas 

1 Lieutenant Soule had been adjutant of the Fourth Battalion. See page 18. 



CA:\IP LIFE. 73 

a,vay from the regiment on permanent detail. Alfred S. Hart .. 
,vell, first lieutenant of Company F, having resigned to accept a 
commission in the Fifty-fourth Massachusetts, Second Lieutenant 
Theodore E. Taylor ,vas promoted, anu First Sergeant Horace S. 
Stebbins appointed second lieutenant. Captain Reynolds's resig
nation ,vas followed by the promotion of Lieutenant vVeld to be 

captain, Second Lieutenant Brown to be first lieutenant, and 

Sergeant John Parkinson, Jr., to be second lieutenant. These 
,vere the only changes a1nong the comn1issioned officers. After 

Lieutenant Johnson's pro1notion to the adjutancy, Lieutenant 
Ho,ve acted as first, and Sergeant Mulliken as second lieutenant, 
but no record can be found of their having been commissioned. 
These changes made necessary a readjustment of the line and 
on -- 1 the companies took position as follows: -

A-G-H-K-E-I-D-C-B-F 
This ,vas their order -at the tin1e the regiment ,vas mustered out 
of service. 

When an army is in motion and rarely bivouacs t\vo successive 
nights on the same ground, it is impossible to carry routine and red 

tape to such an extent as ,vhen oc~upying a camp that is relatively 
permanent. Camp duty does not vary much; and the follo,ving 

· order, \vhich ,vas put in force soon after our return from Tar- . 

borough, describes essentially the routine of most regiments: -

Reveille . . . . - . . . . 6 a. m. 
Breakfast • . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 a. n1. 
Morning report . . . . . . . . . . . 7. 15 a. m. 
Surgeon's call . . . . . . . . . • • . . 7.30 a. m. 
Guard mounting . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 a. n1. 
Squad drill under sergeants . . . . . . • . . 8.30 to Io a. m. 
Drill for co111missioned officers under lieutenant-colonel 10 to 11 a. m. 
Rifle drill for sergeants under major . . . . . . 10 to Ir a. n1. 

Company drills, corporals acting sergeants . . 11 to 12 a. n1. 

Block drill for sergeants under captains . . . . . 1 I to 12 a. 111. 

Dinner • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 2 a. m. 
First sergeant's call . . . . . . . . 1 p. m. 
Company driII . . . . . . . . . 1.30 to 2.30 p. n1. 

Battalion drill . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 to 4 p. m. 
Company parade . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.30 p. m. 

1 Have been unable to ascertain the date. 
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Dress parade . . . . 
Supper . . . . 
Tattoo and roll~call 
Taps . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . 

. . . . . . 
. . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . 

5 P· m. 
6 p. n1. 
7.30 p. 111. 

8.30 p. m. 

Fe,v of our men were used to early rising, and having to turn 
. out before daylight \Vas a new and not altogether \Velcome expe
rience to most of them. To be sure, \Ve were obliged to retire 
early, but that \Vas merely aggravating the 111atter. After reveille 
came a trip to the river, \vhere the men could enjoy a good s,vim 
or ,vade as preferred, and then they returned to the barracks, 
,vhere breakfast was served. I-Iowever much some of us might 
have been disposed. to shirk drill and guard duty, it was very 

seldom that one attempted to shirk his rations. The food -fur
nished ,vas ample in quantity and generally of excellent quality, 
although our cooks ,vould have scarcely found favor at Del
monico's, Young's, or Parker's. The army ration consisted of 
twelve ounces of pork or bacon, or one pound and four ounces 
of salt or fresh beef; one pound and six ounces of bread or 
flour, or one pound of hard bread, or one pound and four ounces 
of corn 111eal to each man. To each one hundred rations, fifteen 
pounds of beans or peas and ten pounds of rice or hominy; ten 
pounds of green coffee, or eight pounds of roasted (or roasted 



CA:\IP LIFE. 75 

and ground) coffee, or one pound and eight ounces of tea; fifteen 
pounds of sugar; four quarts· of vinegar; one pound and four 
ounces of adamantine or star candles; four pounds of soap; 
three pounds and four ounces of salt; four ounces of pepper; 
one quart of 1nolasses; and ,vhen practicable, thirty pounds of 
potatoes. 

T'he bill of fare ,vas not in all respects such as n1ost of us had 
been used to, but the food ,vas ,vholesome, and our exercise in 
the open air gave us appetites to ·which many had heretofore 
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been strangers. Hunger proved an exceilent sauce; but in spite 
of this appetizer there was some gro,vling because ,ve were not 
furnished with butter for our bread or milk for coffee. All of 
us tried to eke out the Government rations ,vith private supplies; 
and '' goodies'' from home ,vere devoured ,vith far greater relish 
than ,vhen as children ,ve assisted at the surreptitious disappear
ances of pie or cake or jam from our mothers' pantries. 

Among the native delicacies to ,vhich \\'C took very kindly 
from the start ,vere sweet-potato pies. The negroes ,vere adepts 
at this kind of cookery, and many of then1 made a comfortable 
income by supplying the boys. There ,vas a "white nigger" 
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,vho was an especial favorite, and no matter ho,v large his stock, 
it was always disposed of before he left camp. The clarkics 
1nust have thought that "the day of jubilee" had actually arrived, 
as ,ve are sure that the money they received from our regiment 
exceeded in a1nount the ,vildest expectations of their dreams, -
that is, provided they ,vere imaginative enough to indulge in 
dreams. 

After breakfast the first sergeants made their morning reports, 
and then came the surgeon's call. This ,vas a general invitation 
to " the lame, the halt, and the blind ,, to appear before the 
doctor. \Ve are glad to believe that as a rule fe,v of our men 
answered this call unless they ,vere actually ill; but the knowledge 
that the surgeons had power to excuse men from duty ,vas a 
great temptation to son1e when they felt lazy, as all do at times. 
It ,vas amusing to ,vatch those ,vho reported ; to see the different 
expressions of countenance and hear the different stories each 
would tell. · The stereotyped formula of the surgeon ,vas: " Let 
me see your tongue. Barnaby, give this man some C. C. drops." 
" Barnaby, give this man half dozen co1npound cathartic pills." 
" Barnaby, give this man a dose of castor-oil." " vVhat do you 
mean by coming here? 1.,here 's nothing _the matter with you. 
Go to your quarters." Occasionally a case ,vould require more 
attention than could be given in barracks, ,vhen the man ,vould 
be sent to the regimental hospital ; and if the accounts of those 
,vho ,vent are reliable, no,vhere could one have received better 
care or kinder treatment than ,vas given by our surgeons and 

• 
their assistants. Some ,vho never reported at surgeon's call but 
once or twice, thought the surgeons ,vere unnecessarily severe; 
but it ,vas often difficult to discriminate. Among one thousand 
men there must ahvays be a percentage under medical treatment, 
but ,ve think the general health of our regiment co1npared favor
ably ,vith that of any in the department. 

1~hen came guard mounting. The detail ,vas usually announced 
at tattoo roll-call the previous evening. The . ceremony ,vas a 
dress parade in miniature, with some additions and a fe,v sub
tractions. Generally, quite an audience assembled to ,vitness it. 
After the ritual as laid down in the Army Regulations had been 
fully con1plied ,vith, the old guard ,vas relieved and dismissed, 
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and the care of the camp placed in charge of the new guard for 
the succeeding twenty-four hours. 

Guard duty was in some respects very pleasant. The turn 
was t\vo hours on and four off, although the men \vere not 
allo\ved to leave the vicinity of the guard-tent without permis
sion \vhen off duty. Some of the posts \Vere very desirable. In 
stormy ,veather the colonel \Vas always considerate, and sentries 
that could be spared ,vere relieved fron1 their posts and allo,ved 
to return to their quarters. . At least once during the twenty-four 
hours they \Vere called out to receive the "grand rounds." \Vhen
ever a general officer, the con1mandant of the camp, or the officer 
of the day, approached the guard-house it \Vas expected that the 
guard would be turned out; but the colonel, and generally the 
officer of the day, \Vere satisfied \Vith receiving this honor once 
from each guard, and left ,vord not to turn it out a second time. 
Before reporting for duty each man \Vas · required to don his 
dress suit, have his boots nicely polished, his brasses bright, his 
gun clean, his gloves of spotless \vhite, etc. If a soldier trans
gressed in any particular he received some very fatherly advice 
given in a very paternal manner. _Sentries ,vere required to carry 
their pieces as prescribed in the Anny Regulations, to salute all 
co1n1nissioned officers passing near their beats, to prevent un
authorized persons from entering the confines of the camp, and 
to preserve order generally. If a sentry ,vished to be relieved 
for any purpose he had to call for the corporal of the guard and 
give the number of his post. S01ne of our men could not get 
this idea, and none of us ,vill ever forget the call of " Corporal of 
the Guard, Post Nagle." The soldier ,vho instituted this ·call \Vas, 
by the ,vay, one of the best men in the regiment, and ,vhatever 
orders he received ,vere ahvays obeyed to the letter. After being 
on duty the men were excused from the tin1e they ,vere relieved 

• 
in the 111orning until dress parade that afternoon. 

Camp guard was pleasant enough, but fe,v if any of the men 
enjoyed being detailed for police guard. The duties of the latter 
were that of cleaning up camp, for ,vhich many thought a force 
of contrabands should have been regularly engaged; and there 
,vere fe,v in the regiment ,vho \Vould not ,villingly have paid 
any reasonable assess1nent to provide a substitute. There was 
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nothing especially fascinating in sweeping up the can1p-grounds, 
rarticularly when as large as ours, in en1ptying swill-pails, digging 
sinks, etc.; but the work ha<l to be done, and some one had to 
do it. There ,vas one satisfaction, however, -\\'e could ,vear our 
old clothes and did not ,vear our equip1nents; and fro1n guard 
mounting in the morning to dress parade in the afternoon, except 
when actually engaged in work- a period rarely exceeding three 
hours-our time was our own. 
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As soon as guard mounting \\"as finis~1cd, all the men excepting 
those on guard or ,vho had just come off, the detailed 111en, and 
those on sick leave, ,vere taken out for company drill. 1'he 
number ,vas rarely more than half the effective strength of the 
company. The length and severity of drill varied materially, 
some of the officers keeping their 1nen hard at ,vork during 
the whole of the time assigned, ,vhile others gave frequent 
"rests/' and brought their companies into can1p long before its 
expiration. 

After dinner came company drill again, and then battalion drill. 
Occasionally the progra1nmc ,vas diversified by a brigade drill 
under General Stevenson. The labor o_f preparing for the dress 
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parade ,vhich f ollo,ved was not inconsiderable, as ,ve usually re
turned fro1n drill hot, tired, and dusty, and it ,vas essential that 
on parade we should appear in apple-pie order. A regiment of 
bootblacks ,vould have found business excellent had they visited 
us about that tin1e in the day. Apropos of dress parade. On 
leaving Readvillc ,ve thought the regiment was well drilled, and 
probably it ,vas, co1npared ,vith the militia generally; but the first 
time ,ve saw the Tenth Connecticut go through the l\fanual, it 
,vas a revelation to us ; and although before being mustered 
out ,ve had undoubtedly attained nearly or quite as great pro
ficiency, none will ever forget the feeling of despair ,vhich 
ca1ne over us at the idea of ever being able to equal such pre
c1s1on. Supper imn1ediately follo,ved dress parade. Later ca1ne 
tattoo and roll-call and finally taps, at ,vhich sound all lights in 
the quarters of enlisted · men ,vere extinguished and the day ,vas 
ended. 

Saturday afternooi-i ,ve often had inspection of barracks, and 
Sunday morning came the regular ,veekly inspection. Saturday 
was "cleaning-up day." The officers ,vere very particular about 
the condition of catnp and barracks. The least thing amiss was 
quickly noticed. One plan adopted soon after our arrival at 
N e,v Berne to pron1ote good order and cleanliness, which proved 
very successful, ,vas to detail a corporal in charge of each com
pany barrack for a ,veek at a time. The officer of the day ·would 
send in a detailed report to headquarters, and the company that 
he reported " best" ,vas excused fro1n guard duty for the follow
ing day, the men ,vho would otherwise have gone on guard were 
furloughed, and the company he reported ",vorst" had to furnish 
double its allotted number of men. The competition behveen the 
companies ,vas very keen and often it ,vas difficult to decide. 
On Sunday n1orning each company_ was n1ustered in its own 
street; it formed in t,vo ranks, and the inspecting officer made 
a careful examination of the condition of the uniforms, muskets, 
cartridge-boxes, knapsacks, etc. vVoe unto the unlucky private 
who displayed anything contraband among his possessions or 
,vhose equipments ,vere not up to the standard of brilliancy! 
As the officer passed down the ranks he ,vould step in front. of. 
each soldier, examine his appearance carefully, take his musket, 
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look scrutinizingly at the polished work, test the action of the 
lock, and then drawing out the ran1rod, which had been previously 
placed in the barrel, rub the end of it across his imn1aculatc 
\vhite glove. If it left a mark, be it never so slight, the soldier 
,vas in a state of fear and tre1nbling till his doom ,vas announced. 
One week a non-commissioned officer who had a constitutional 
aversion to house-cleaning ,vas detailed as " corporal of the ~ar
racks." The 1nan was disposed to decline the honor, but in the 
army, resignations from the rank ·and file are not in order; he 

_J· 
. ! 

' 
,.1;::::-

.- . 

accordingly resolved if possible to ,vin ne,v laurels in this posi
tion, albeit in opposition to his natural instincts, and succeeded 
so \Vell that his company ,vas relieved from guard duty at least 
once if not twice during the ,veek _that he ,vas in charge. En
couraged by success, he ,vas tempted to still higher effort; and 
on Saturday, after having attended to his duties relating to the 
barracks, he turned his attention to his o,vn equipment. The 
labor spent in brightening and cleaning his musket, belt, car
tridge-box, and clothes, the expense of rags, tripoli, and soap 
,vas simply enormous. Sunday morning dawned bright and 
sunny. The company ,vas ordered out for the regular ,veekly 
inspection. The corporal took his place in the front rank, 
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confident that he would pass with flying colors. The inspecting 
officer wiped the n1usket with a clean handkerchief or a pair of 
white gloves. He gazed at the corporal with a look of great 
interest. The surgeon reached the spot. I--I e looked at the 
young n1an's clothes and then at him. The corporal ,vas de
lighted. He felt sure that he was to be publicly con1plimcnted; 
and his intuition ,vas correct, for the surgeon, after a silent look 
at the inspecting officer as if for corroboration, exclaimed, " Cor
poral --,1 you 're the dirtiest man in the regiment! " 

One of the boys, in writing ho1ne under date of N oven1ber 16, 
says: " At 3 P. M. yesterday (Saturday) had inspection by Gen
eral Foster, ,vho complimented us highly. Said he never sa,v a 
better-looking set of men, - men ,vho conducted then1selves bet
ter, or kept their persons, equipments, and muskets in better con
dition. One of the boys in Company E,-John vVyeth,- in the 
skirn1ish a fortnight ago to-day had a bullet pass through the 
stock of his musket, partially shattering it.· General Foster in
quired the cause, and being told the circumstances, said: ' Keep 
that musket, and send it hon1e as a trophy by ,vhich to ren1em
ber your first fight. I ,vill see that you arc provided ,vith an
other, and as good a one as Uncle Sam can make.' That fello,v 
gre,v half an inch ,vhile the general was talking to him." 

Soon after reaching New Berne, one by one our comrades 
,vould disappear from daily drill or roll-call, and on making in
quiries regarding the cause, ,ve would learn that they had been 
detailed. The administration of an anny corps, or even of a 
brigade, requires quite a force of clerks at headquarters and in 
the various departments, fe,v of whom are civilians; and details 
were made for duty not only in our O\Vn camp, but at brigade, 
division, and corps headquarters. A part of the time the regi
ment ,vas ,vithout its colonel, as he \vas commanding the brigade, 
his place being supplied by Lieutenant-Colonel Cabot. One of 
the first men ,ve lost from this cause ,vas Lieutenant J. H. Blake, 
Jr., of Company D, who ,vas on the staff of General Stevenson 
during the time ,ve ,verc in North Carolina. His detail ,vas 
dated October 27. Lieutenants Briggs, of Company C, and 
Field, of Con1pany I, ,vere n1ost of the time on the signal corps, 

1 Out of respect to his friends the name of the man is stippressed. 
6 
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and other of our officers were away for longer or shorter periods; 
,vhilc yet others, being in charge of special ,vork, did not do duty 
with their companies. Among the various positio_ns to ,vhich the 
detailed men ,vere assigned ,vere those of clerks at the different 
headquarters and departments, pioneers, an1bulance 1nen, musi
cians and men1bers of the band, signal-corps, ,vagoners, nurses, 
orderlies, cooks, harness-makers, etc. John F. Bacon, of Com
pany D., ,vas first assistant t~ the chief carpenter, Mr. Wilson; 
vVheelock and Curtis, of F, ,vere on duty as draughtsmen; C. E. 
Wheeler, of D, ,vas sign-painter-in-chief of the department; and 
it ,vas currently reported that one of the men had been called 
upon to run lvlrs. General Foster's se,ving-machine. In some 
respects it was 1nuch n1orc agreeable to be detailed than to re
n1ain ,vith the regiment; but, on the ,vhole, ,vc rather think those 
who " stuck by the old. flag," even if the "appropriation " ,vas 
sn1all, had the best time. An1ong the papers which the colonel 
has kindly loaned the committee is a list of the drummers, fifers, 
and members of the band, which will undoubtedly be in.teresting 
to our readers: -

DRUMMERS. 

E. C. Lee . . Co. A 
G. \V Brooks . " B 
I. Jones . . . 
G. W. Springer 
W.W. \Voodward 
G. F. Pulsifer 
J. H. Myers 
C. F. Morse 
J. l\tI. Gibbs 
E. S. Fisher 
E. Hayden 
F. 0. Peterson 
D. F Redman 
C. A. Annable 
A. Fisher . . . 

" C 
" C 
" D 
,., E 

"' E 
" F 
,, F 

" G 
" H 
" H 
" I 
" I 
" K 

FIFERS. 

G. E. Wetherbee 
J. E. Leighton. 
C. B. Curtis 
E. P. Upham. 
F. A. Hartshorn 

Co.B 
,. D 

'" H 
'. I 
" K 

BA~D. 

N. H. Dadmun. Co. A 
S. T. Shackford " A 
T. F. Gibbs ·• A 
E. Graef. . ·• B 
A. Hemenway '· D 
C. H. Park . "' E 
E. A. Ramsay . " E 
N. H. Ingraham '· F 
\V. F. Ingraham " F 
C. Cobb . . .. F 
D. Cobb . . " F 
F. W. Clapp " H 
C. E. Hook . " H 
C. E. Hovey '· H 
E. S. Hemenway " H 
G. F. Hall . ., I 
H. A. Spear '' K 
J. A. Lewis . " K 
J. Fowler . . " K 
H. B. Hartshorn " K 

From those ,vho failed to ~tand the fatigues of the Tarboro' ex
pedition a detachment ,vas selected, styled the " Invalid Guard," 
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,vhich ,vas sent to garrison a block-house at Brice's Creek, a picket 
station some 1niles outside of N e\v Berne. The duty ,vas light, 
but the men say they ,vere very lonesome. .i\. list of these ,vill 
be found on page 2 5 I. Several ,vhose names appear here did not 
join the " block-house squad," as they ,vere detailed to various 
positions in the town. As n1ight be in1agined, time hung heavily 
on the hands of those doing garrison duty at this out-of-the-way 
spot, and the n1en were ahvays ready to ,velcon1e any incident 
that ,vould break the monotony. An anecdote is told, more 
an1using to those ,vho perpetrated the joke than to its victim. 
One day several of the n1en crossed the creek. After enjoying 
thernselves for some tirnc on the farther side, an alarm ,vas given 
that the " Johnnies " ,vere coining. All but one of the party 
rushed for the boat, and before their comrade could reach the 
shore, they we_re on their o,vn side of the creek. It ,vas too deep 
to ford, the man could not swim, the· boys \Vere calling to him 
that if he re1nained on the other side he \Vould surely be cap
tured, and his entreaties " to bring over the boat " \Vere heart
rending. After tormenting him until they "'ere tired, the boat 
\Vas sent for him and the joke explained; but it is doubtful if he 
ever forgave the perpetrators. 

November 2 7 ,vas Thanksgiving Day, and ,vas celebrated very 
generally by the members of the Forty-fourth. On the 26th, at 
dress parade, General Order No. 9 ,vas read: -

" To-1norrow being Thanksgiving Day in this departn1ent, there will be 
no duties. Captains will issue twice the nun1ber of passes, and taps will 
not be beat till Io P. l\l." 

All the men had been very much interested in the arrange
ments for this holiday. Companies A, C, E, F, and G had com
pany dinners, and Companies B and D divided up into squads. 
Diarists in H, I, and I( fail to give an account of their doings. 
Each company celebrated on its own account. The most elabo
rate programme ,vas laid out by Con1pany A, a full account of 
\Vhich is contained in the diary lent the con1mittee by Sergeant 
E. R. Rand, ,vhich, by the ,vay, ,vith that of Everett, of C, are 
two of the fullest and most interesting placed at their disposal. 
lVIost of the con1rades of Con1pany A follo,ved the exan1ple of 
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our friend Silas Wegg in the" lVIutual Friend," and on this occa
sion " dropped into poetry." Although somewhat of a machine 
character, the effusions ,vere replete ,vith wit and personal allu
sions, and created a great deal of merriment. First Sergeant 
Edmands presided. A. L. Butler, afterwards killed at \\/hitehall, 
was orator of the day, and his speec:h is reported in full in the 
"Bay State Forty-fourth," -a magazine to which reference ,vill be 
1nade later in this chapter. Sergeant Clark read a poc1n after 
the style of " On Linden, ,vhen the sun ,vas lo,v," ,vhich began, 
" In N e,v Berne, ,vhcn the sun ,vas high." Henry Lyon read an 
ode appropriate to the occasion, and then C. C. iVI urdock gave 
an account of the operations of the regiment up to that time, his 
style being evidently modelled after that of the " N e,v Gospel of 
Peace.'' Hiram Hubbard, Jr., officiated as toast-n1aster, and 
responses were 1nade by Sergeant Clark, Captain Richardson, 
Lieutenant Coffin, Corporal Conant, and Sergeant Rogers. A 
letter ,vas read f ro1n Colonel Lee, and there ,vas frequent singing 
by the con1pany. A song ,vritten by A. S. Bickmore was ren
dered by S. T. Shackford, and then Sergeant Rand read some 
n1achine poetry full of local hits, and introducing the name of 
every men1ber of the company, ,vith the exception of one ,vhich 
was inadvertently omitted. 

The bill of fare as given in bulk consisted of one barrel ham 
sand,viches, ten gallons oysters, one hundred pounds fresh 
beef, one and a half barrels apple-sauce, two barrels Baldwin 
apples, t\vo kegs ginger-snaps, twelve "big" plum-puddings, 
and nun1erous smaller articles, with cigars ad libitu11z. Ser
geant Rand, in con1menting on the dinner, notes: " Sat do,vn 
with tightly buttoned coats, but - " Language probably failed 
him. 

One mess of eighteen men from Company B ,vent do,vn to,vn 
to dinner. They paid fifty cents per plate, and the 1ne1u, con
sisted of fried trout, roast beef, beefsteak, roast goose, onions, 
sweet and Irish potatoes, and apple and potato pies. 

In Company F the after-dinner exercises ,vcre of rather a 
formal character, and ,vere decidedly the most finished, fron1 a 
literary standpoint. Private Francis C. Hopkinson presided, and 
his speech was really eloquent. Company F had many graduates 
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and undergraduates of Harvard College in its ranks, and the 
University n1iglit ,vcJl have been proud of its representation in 
that con1pany. During the exercises every available inch of 
space ,vas occupied by men fro1n other corn panics, and those 
,vho could not get into the barrack thronged the doors and ,vin
do,vs. The Cobb brothers ,vere as usual a1nong the enter
tainers, and their music added not a little to the pleasure of 
the anniversary. 

In Co1npany D there ,vere a fe,v set speeches, and some 
extemporaneous ones in response to a series of toasts, but no 
attempt at any elaborate perforn1ance. In Company G the lit
erary exercises followed immediately upon the dinner. Private 
E. G. Scudder presided, and responses ,vere very general from 
members of the con1pany. In the evening Companies E and D 
united in giving an entertainment in Company E's quarters, of 
which the follo,ving ,vas the programme: -

PART I. 

Song. - " Happy are we to-night, boys,, . • • • 
Declarnation. - "England's Interferenc€ '' . • • F. S. \Vheeler. 
Song. - " Oft in the stilly night " . . • . 
Declnn1ation. - " The Dying Alchemist " . . S. G. Rawson. 
Readings. - Selections . . . . . . . . . . J. \V. Cartwright. 
Song. - "Viva I' An1erica " . . . . . . . . 
Declan1ation. - '' Spartacus to the Gladiators" . . J. I-f. Vlaterman. 
Declamation. - "The Beauties of L1w" . . . . I-I. T. Reed. 

. Myers and Bryant. " Contraband's Visit" . . . . . . 
Song. - " Gideon's Band " . . . . . . . . 

Intermission. 

PART II. 

Song. - " Rock n1e to sleep, 111other" . . . . . 
Declamation. - "Garibaldi's Entree to Naples" . G. H. Van Voorhis 
Song. - " There's n1usic in the air " . . ., . . . 
Imitation of Celebrated Actors . . . . . . . H. T. Reed. 
Declan1ation. - '' Rienzi's Address to the Romans" . N. R. Twitchell. 
Old Folks' Concert ( Father K.emp) . . . . . . 

Ending with " Home, Sweet Home," by the audience. 
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Companies C and I-I each had an entertainment in the evening, 
but no reports have been found, and the 1nember·s of these com
panies, together with those of B, I, and K, have failed to record 
the proceedings so far as. the historical con1mittee have been 
able to discover. 

At the Thanksgiving festivities in Company E's barracks Lieu-, 
tenant Cu1nston was called upon for some remarks. To,vards the 
end he said there was a Boston n1an in ca1np gathering statistics, 
and among the things he wished to find otit was how n1any of 
the 1nen stnoked. The lieutenant thought it would be better to 
reverse the question, and ask how many did not smoke, and 
requested such " to stand up and be counted." Several arose, 
and among them some of the tnost inveterate smokers in the 
company, evidently desirous that the '' statistics" should indicate 
Company E to be very absten1ious. As soon as the men ,vere 
on their feet, the lieutenant ren1arked that he had some cigars, 
not quite enough to supply the ,vhole company, but as there 
,vere so many non-smokers he thought they would go round; 
those who did not s111oke of course n1ust not take any. 

During the 1norning the n1en a1nuscd then1sclves with football, 
base-ball, etc., and in the evening Company A gave a variety 
entertainment in the quarters, beginning ,vith a mock dress 
parade under command of Sergeant vVilkins, and ending ,vith 
dancing, singing, readings, and acrobatic performances, the bar
racks being crowded by men fron1 the other companies. 

Not an incident happened to mar the festivities of the pro
gramme ; the presence of friends ,vho had heretofore passed this 
holiday ,vith us being all that ,vas needed to make our enjoyment 
perfect. Colonel Lee complimented the regin1ent in General 
Order No. 1 I, read at dress parade the follo,ving day: -

" Colonel Lee desires to congratulate the companies of his con1mand 
on the success of their Thanksgiring festivities, and to express his extreme 
satisfaction at the orderly manner in which the day closed, ancl the sol
dierly discipline shown in the perfect silence of the camp after taps." 

It is no easy matter to enforce strict discipline in a regiment, 
especially ,vhcn the thousand 1nen who compose it are young, 
active, and overflowing with animal spirits. The ,vriter enjoys a 
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very ,vide acquaintance an1ong his con1rades of the Forty-fourth, 
and can conscientiously say that, so far as his knowledge extends, 
he does not believe there ,vas a single member of the regiment 
who ,vas maliciously inclined, ·or who disobeyed any order 
through a spirit of insubordination. The feeling of the men 
was well shown in the case of a member of C<?n1pany D_, a boy 
of only sixteen, ,vho had been sent to the guard-house for i1n
pertinence to First Sergeant Tripp. On his release, he imme
diately hunted up the orderly and said to him, "You did just 
right to put me in the guard-house. I shouldn't have had a 
d-d bit of respect for you if you hadn't. It's just what I de
served." .A.s a rule, obedience in our camp ,vas prompt and 
discipline· excellent, but there ,vere times ,vhen punishments \Vere 
inflicted. 

One of the n1ost difficult problems to be solved by an officer 
is ho,v to punish an infraction of the rules ,vhen committed by 
but one or two men, and these undetected. 1"'he innocent then 
have to suffer ,vith the guilty. One night about midnight there 
,vas a loud explosion in one of the barracks. Had it occurred 
twenty years later, it would doubtless have been attributed to dy
na1nite. Every one jumped from his bunk. The officers rushed 
iri, and the captain, in a voice that expressed his feelings, de
manded the name of the person responsible for the disturbance. 
1~hcre ,vas an a,vful pause. Probably not n1ore than t\vo or three 
men in the company kne,v the offender. '' If I do not find out 
the name of the man ,vho caused this trouble ,vithin one minute, 
I will have the ,vhole company out for drill," thundered the cap
tain. The minute passed very rapidly. "Orderly, fall in Com
pany D for drill," ,vas the com1nand. The men fell in, the 
sergeants searched the bu_nks carefully so there should be no 
skulking, one poor fcllo,v ,vho had been sleeping through all the 
disturbance ,vas rudely awakened and ordered to join his com
rades, - for ,vhat he kne,v not, - and the con1pany 111arched out 
on the parade-ground. It ,vas rather-cold, and in going through 
the different 1nanreuvres the 1nen sho,ved very much more enthu
siasn1 than ,vas absolutely necessary. After about half an hour 
the company ,vas ordered back to the barracks, the captain being 
satisfied that his experiment was rather enjoyed by the boys. 
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For a long ,vhilc the standing conundnun ,va.s, "\:Vho put the 
. . 

po,vder in the stove ? ,, Co111pany G and one or two of the other 
companies had a similar experience, ,vith a like result. 

Company I held the cha111pionship for thro,ving hard-tack. 
As soon as taps had sounded, "whiz" ,vould go a piece of hard
tack from one end of the barrack, followed by a profane ejacula-. 
tion from the man it chanced to hit at the other. At first the shots 
,vere scattering, then began " firing by file, firing by platoon/' 
and finally, "volley by con1pany." The officers endeavored to 
stop the perforn1ancc, but their efforts ,verc at first unsucccssf ul. 
One night a ,vatchful lieutenant entered the barrack with a dark
lantern, prepared to turn its flash in the direction from ,vhich 
came the first shot. One of the men, suspecting his design, crept 
~ram his bunk, and throwing open the stove door, the light from 
the fire unmasked the intruder. The lieutenant seized the man 
and had hin1 marched to the guard-house, ,vhere he passed the 
night in spite of his earnest protestations that he ,vas 1ncrely 
going to replenish the fire. As "midnight drills,, ,vere apparently 
enjoyed by the n1en, the officers adopted the novel plan of cut
ting off the hard-tack rations. This unheard-of severity created 
a consternation. lvien ,vho ,vould never touch a piece ,vhen able 
to get anything else, immediately declared it ,vas their 1nain arti
cle of diet, and that they ,vould inevitably starve if it ,vere not 
furnished. The sudden hunger for hard-tack ,vas an1azing. 
Company I appealed to the others by means of notices posted 
throughout the camp, and it was not long before the most gen
erous contributions began to arrive. The excitement lasted a 
day or hvo; but the captain finally talked to the rnen, they ac
knowledged they had been ,vrong, and the rations were restored. 
Allusion to this incident is n1ade in the opera. 

Almost as soon as our · camp ,vas established, contrabands 
began to throng in. T'hey could be hired for a very sn1all su1n, 
and in a fe\v days there ,vas scarcely a mess in the regiment that 
had not engaged a servant. It ,vas quite convenient to call on 
some one to ,vash your tin plate or dipper, or polish your boots, 
or dust your coat, instead of having to perform these menial 
duties for yourself; but there were so many employed that they 
soon became a nuisance, and on December 4, much to the 
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regret of most of us, an order ,vas issued sending out of camp all 
negroes not servants of commissioned officers, or provided with 
a pass granted by one of our field officers. Some of the ser
geants and a f cw of the corporals succeeded in retaining the 
contrabands they had engaged; but as a rule the order was rigidly 

enforced. 
Notwithstanding that the prescribed orders of camp routine 

provided son1e occupation for almost every minute in the day, 
,ve found many leisure hours. Rainy days there were ,vhen 
drilling could not be thought of; the guard was excused on the 
day follo,ving its term of duty; there ,vere always several off on 
account of illness; and in one way and another ,ve had a good 
deal of time at our o,vn disposal. 

Nothing gave us 1nore pleasure than to receive a large number 
of letters ,vhen our assistant-postn1aster Fish distributed the mail, 
and those ,vhose names ,vere not called might have served an 
artist as a study for ., Disappoint1nent." vVe have s01netin1es 
thought it impossible for any rcgi1nent to have devoted more 
attention to lctter-,vriting than ,vc did. At any hour of the day, 
from reveille to taps, so1ne of the_ boys ,vould be found ,vith 
paper and pencil, jotting down for the information of their friends 
incidents of their daily life. On the march or in the camp it 
was the same, and at every halt out ,vould come the unfinished 
letter and a f e,v lines be added before the order " F onvard " ,vas 
given. We had some regular newspaper correspondents in our 
ranks, and the list of "occasionals" ,vould have embraced half 
the membership. Many of the men used to boast that they had 
sent fron1 ten to t\venty letters by a single mail, and had received 
a number equally large.. The general prevalence of this habit 
,vas especially ren1arkable, and there ,vere con1paratively fe,v 
who did not send and receive at least one letter by every 
n1ail. It is estimated that on the arrival of each steamer at least 
fifteen hundred letters reached our camp. At home it ,vas quite 
fashionable for young ladies to have a large nun1ber of army cor
respondents, and· columns of newspapers ,vere filled ,vith adver
tisements asking for the addresses of those who ,vere willing to 
,vrite. Frequently the boys ,vould receive letters from entire 
strangers; not unfrequently they ,vrote first, and their replies 
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often resulted in establishing a 1nost entertaining correspondence. 

Sometin1es the real na1nc would be given, but more frequently 

the corrcspond<.:ncc ,vould be conducted under a 1101n-dc-pltt1ne. 
A large nun1ber of letters have been subn1itted to the comn1ittee 

for exa111ination, and it is surprising how " chatty" and readable 
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most of these 1nissives are. This constant and frequent commu

nication with home friends ,vas undoubtedly very potential in 

keeping up the 111orale of the regin1ent. 

As our respected Unc1e Samuel did not supply regimental 

tailors, and as clothes ,vould ,vear out, buttons disappear, and 
holes be unexpectedly found in stockings, no s1nall part of our 

leisure ,vas devoted to mending. Some of the boys proved them

selves very skilful in the use of the needle, ,vhile others tnade 
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but poor work of their attempts. Stockings ,vere darned, but 
the verbal darning was far more in accordance with the feelings 
of the ,vorkman than the yarn process. l\-Iost of us were pro
vided with "housewives" containing a supply of thread, needles, 
yarn, buttons, etc. ; and it ,vas really pathetic to ,vatch a poor f el
lo,v ,vho had ahvays depended on the kind offices of mother or 
sister or wife to keep his raiment in repair, trying to 1nend a rent 
or se,v on a button, and the first sergeant caliing on the con1pany 
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to "fall in, lively.'' It 
seemed too as if the 
repairs ,vere ahvays 
needed at the most 
inc on v en i en t times 
and seasons; as for 
instance just as the 
asscn1bly for guard 
n1ounting or dress 
parade had sounded. 
'Next to letters, news-

papers ,vere more eagerly ,vel-
1 co111ed than anything that could 

)i,/i,i~ he sent us. Our friends at home 
, 
1

.1.: 
1
:1,,J·/ ;![I 

1 ,1,
111

• ., kept us ,vell supplied ,vith locals, 

but the only ones we could get of 
recent date ,vere the N e,v \r ork dailies. These papers ,vere not 
glanced at and then thrown aside; they were read carefully,' 
advertisements and all, and then passed along to our less fortu
nate comrades ,vho had failed to secure a copy. vVe are confi
dent ,ve ,vere as conversant ,vith all published ne,vs as any of our 
friends at the North. News fron1 our own department received 
especial attention, and some of the correspondents ,vould not 
have felt flattered could they have overheard the criticisms on 
their published letters. The correspondent of the" Ne,v York 
Herald " ,vas a n1ost entertaining, ne,vsy \\Titer, but correspond
ingly unreliable; as for instance giving the credit of our success 
at Kinston to the Ninth N c,v Jersey, when all who participated 
in that action kne,v it ,vas the charge of the Tenth Connectic~t 
that decided the battle. If our boys could have intervie,ved that 
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correspondent i1111nediatcly after they had read his account of 
the expedition, the surgeons ,votdd have had another patient. 
There ,vas a local paper published at New Berne, which con
tained n1ost of the general orders and son1c rnatters of local 
interest, but had very little general ne,vs. . 

After the battle of New Berne the T,venty-seventh Massachu
setts discovered several weather-beaten cornets, bearing the 
names of'' Tolman & R.ussell, Boston," hanging fron1 some trees, 
,vhich the "Johnnies'' had left in their hasty flight, and they 
naturally took possession of them. On learning ,vhcn ,ve re
turned from the Tarboro' expedition that these instruments 
,vould be placed at our disposal if ,ve ,vished then,, the idea of 
a regimental band suggested itself; a sufficient number of men 
were at once detailed, and practice began immediately. As 
early as Decen1ber some of our members appealed to our friends, 
through the Boston press, to send us a ne,v and complete set. 
The Goldsboro' expedition delayed. progress some,vhat; b:.lt 
on January 4 the band made its first appearance at dress parade 
and was n1ost enthusiastically received. It improved rapidly, and 
our demands for a complete set of instruments became more 
urgent. Early in this month, after waiting- for son1e one else to 
take the initiative, l\!Ir. George B. Foster, father of Corporal Fos
ter of Company I{, advertised that he ,vould receive subscriptions 
for this purpose. Before noon of the day the notice appeared 
he had received fifty-nine responses, when Mr. George S. 1-Iall, 
father of George F. Hall of Company I, called on him, requested 
hin1 to cancel the notice, as he intended to supply these instru
ments himself. They reached us February 14, and being a n1uch 
fuller set than those ,ve had been using, an additional detail ,vas 
required. If Mr. Hall enjoyed half as much in giving then1 to 
the regin1ent as the regiment did in receiving them, he ,vas 
many fold repaid for his generosity. .-\Jter our return these 
instruments were sent to the Fifty-fourth l\1assachusetts, but 
\Vhat became of them ,vhen that regiment was mustered out 
has not been le::trned. One of our 1ncn (Macomber, of Com
pany F), in ,vriting to a Boston paper, under date of Febru
ary 17, says: -
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" Our band received their instrun1ents by this steainer (' Augusta Dins
more') and Sunday evening appeared on dress parade with them. If the 
people who so kindly and generously contributed towards presenting them 
to our regiment could hear the thanks which are literally showered on their 
heads by the boys, they would never regret their kindness, or the happi
ness they have caused in all our breasts. It is with a feeling of gratitude, 
of contentment, and happiness, we witness the kindness and re1nen1brance 
fro1n our friends at home." 

The curiosity to see these instruments ,vas 111ost intense 
among the 1nen, and on the day follo,ving their receipt Lieu
tenant-Colonel Cabot, then in co1n1nand of camp, issued the 
f ollo,ving order: -

General Order No. 30. 
Hereafter no person will enter the enclosure forn1ed by the tents de

voted to the band. 
Any person violating this order will subject himself to punish1nent. 

By co1nn1and of, 
Lieut.-Col. E. C. CABOT. 

This order caused much indignation, as curiosity had been 
raised to the· highest pitch; but the order ,vas enforced, and ,ve 

did not see the new instruments tilf Sunday. 
Nothing excited more general interest than the arrival of the 

express. Indeed, it ,vas currently reported that the coming of 
the Forty-third, Forty-fourth, and Forty-fifth Regiments obliged 
the express company to put on some additional stea111ers. We 
had many friends at ho1ne, and the most common ,vay in ,vhich 
they expressed their interest ,vas by sending a box of "goodies," 
which it ,vould be superfluous to say ,vas ahvays kindly received. 
It ,vould be in1possible to mention one half the things that ,vere 
sent us. " Corporal," in ref erring to this matter, gives the follo,v
ing list of articles received in one box, as a model to be follo,ved 
by those desirous of contributing: '' A large sealed tin box of 
mince-pies and cake, a large paper of ditto, a tin box of sugar, 
a tin box of pepper, a jar of pickles, a box of eggs, together 
with apples, pears, pins, stationery, and last but not least, letters." 
The father of Hezekiah Brown of Company G sent do,vn a large 
box of troches, ,vhich the son distributed with the utmost liber
ality and impartiality. B. F. Brown & Co. contributed a gener-
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ous supply of their liquid blacking. R.egulations regarding the 
admission of any kind of spirituous liquor were \·cry stringent, 
and many were the means adopted to evade then1. The n1othcr 
of one of our boys, although strongly opposed to the use of any 
intoxicant as a beverage, recognized the benefit of alcohol as a 
medicine, and fearing that her son \Vottlcl be unable to procure 
any except through direct application to the 1n<::dical departn1ent, 
resolved to try and supply hin1. She took a quantity of nice 
oranges, removed the peel and quartered them, being careful not 
to break the thin covering of the pulp, put them into a large jar, 
and then filled it to the brim ,vith choice ,vhiskcy. The jar was 
tightly sealed, and reached the young man safely. The day after 
its arrival chanced to be inspection of barracks. As the inspect
ing officer was going his rounds, the soldier inquired of him if he 
had ever eaten any orange pickle. " Orange pickle ! " he replied; 
'' I never heard of it." u \ Vould you like to try some?" The 
ans,ver being in the affirn1ative, a sample ,Yas given hin1. The 
officer tasted, looked at the soldier, tasted again; a peculiar sn1ile 
passed over his face as he said, "I don't think pickling in1proves 
the orange, but I'd like another sample of that pickle." lvlason 
of Company E ,vas especially favored by having large quantities 
of canned fruit and vegetables sent him, and the opening of 
his boxes always attracted a curious and sympathizing crowd. 
Thanksgiving and Christ111as were the two occasions ,vhen our 
friends especially remembered us, and there \\'ere very fe\v mem
bers of the regiment who did not receive some reminder fro1n 
home. About Thanksgiving lVIr. Frederick Grant, of Boston, 
chartered a schooner, the '' Platten Sea," and started for Ne,v 
Berne ,vith a load of delicacies for the Forty-third, Forty-fourth, 
and Forty-fifth Regiments. Unfortunately, the ,vind and ,veather 
,vere adverse, and the schooner \\'as very long in making the 
passage. lVIost of the perishable articles ,vcre spoiled, and many 
of us were disappointed at not receiving our " Thanksgiving," as 
we had expected. 

Another box catalogued by " Corporal" contained tea, coffee, 
sugar, butter, pepper, salt, capsicutn, cheese, gingerbread, confec
tioner's cake, Bologna sausage, condensed milk, smoked halibut, 
pepper-box, camp-knife, matches, ink, mince-pies, candy, to111ato 
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catchup, apples, horse-radish, emery-paper, sardines, cigars, 
smoking-tobacco, candles, soap, newspapers, pictorials, letters, 
pickles, and cholera 111Z:i·t11rc. (Perhaps the latter ,vas another 
name for orange pickle.) 

Mr. C. P. Lewis, of the firm of vVilliam K. Lewis & Brother, 
,vho had some friends in the regiment, ,vas very generous, and 
kept them well supplied ,vith condensed milk, olives, sardines, 
and a good <:lSSortn1ent of canned 111eats and vegetables. . One 
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mess, on January r, 1863, dined off salmon and green peas 
furnished by this gentleman's liberality. The contents of one 
more box ,vill perhaps suffice to show the endless variety of 
articles that were sent us: preserve, tobacco, two boxes cigars, 
n1atches, a ream of letter-paper, doughnuts, gingerbread, quills, 
sticking-plaster, envelopes, " Les l\tliserables" (sometin1es called 
"Lee's miserables," but ,vhich ,vas certainly a misnomer if ap
plied to us) newspapers, apples, lemons, glue, butter, sugar, silk 
handkerchiefs, gun-rags, chocolate, ,voollcn blanket, maple sugar, 
rubber boots, one or two packages for co1nrades of the recipient, 
some hairpins, shell back combs, and je,vclry, for "properties" 
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in our dramatic perf orn1ances and· opera; and an old jacket, coat, 
and hat, ,vhich were probably put in for " ballast." 

In this connection it may not be inappropriate to allude to a 
few of the names by which the Forty-fourth ,vas son1etimcs 
designated, especially as one of then1 ,vas deemed of sufficient 
importance by a candidate for the governorship of Massachusetts, 
- hi1nself an officer ,vhose reputation is ,vorld-,vide,-to merit 
extended n1ention during the heated can1paign of 1883. About 
the time ,ve ,vent to Readvillc, one of the Boston newspapers 
stated that ,ve had in our ranks " the pets of many a household," 
and from this expression we ,vere called the " pct'' regiment. 
Our men paid more attention to dress and personal appearance 
than is usual among enlisted n1en, as they failed to comprehend 
why the fact of being soldiers should cause them to become lax 
in this respect; and from this circun1stance ,ve ,vere sometin1es 
referred to as the "kid glove," "patent leather," ",vhite choker," 
or "gold ,vatch '' regiment. But the name by ,vhich ,ve ,vere 
most generally known, and of which the highly distinguished 
candidate above referred to meanly endeavored to rob us by at
tributing it to the Forty-fifth l\!Iassachusetts, ,vas that of "seed
cakes." About Thanksgiving the Forty-fourth received a very 
large nun1ber of boxes frotn hotne,-many more than the men of 
some of our sister regiments thought its fair share. One day 
quite a knot of soldiers had gathered in the to,vn of N e,v Berne, 
,vhen one _ of our men rather exultingly spoke of the large 
number of packages ,ve had been receiving. " There's nothing 
surprising in that," retorted one of his evidently envious con1-
panions; " your boys can't come do,vn to salt horse and hard
tack like the rest of us, and if your folks did n't keep you 
supplied with seed-cakes, you'd starve to death!" 

This joke had just enough foundation in fact to create a hearty 
laugh, and passed from mouth to 1nouth, both in the regiment 
itself and outside, until '' the seed-cake regi111ent" became the 
principal sobriquet of the Forty-fourth, - a nickname of ,vhich 
the boys are rather proud. 

It ,vas much easier to get boxes into the departn1ent than it 
,vas to get them out. On the arrival of an express steamer 
packages ,vere rapidly separated, then loaded on the regimental 
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,vagons, and sent to the various ca1nps for distribution. The 
guard, and some men specially detailed for that purpose, ,vatchcd 
each box as it came from the vessel, and detained only such as 
they suspected might contain articles "contraband of ,var.'' To 
send .a box out of the dcpartn1cnt, unless some stratage1n ,vas 
used, a provost-n1arshal's pcnuit ,vas required in every case; and 
this ,vas about as difficult to get, if it contained anything ,vorth 
sending home, especially articles obtained ,vhile in the service, 
as it ,vas for a private to be allowed to sit down in the Gaston 
I-louse dining-roon1 at any time subsequent to our first n1orn
ing in Ne,v Berne. One of our men found a volume of" Audu
bon's Birds" in a deserted shanty just outside of vVilliamstown. 
·He carried it on his back during the rest of the expedition, and 
on reaching N e,v Berne tried to get permission to send it N·orth, 
but did not succeed. It finally reached his home in vVisconsin, 
in spite of the provost-marshal. l\1ost of the men ,vho had 1ne
chanical tastes and ingenuity devoted part of their leisure to 
manufacturing brier or clay pipes, or horn je,velry. Brier-root 
,vas found in great plenty in the s,vamp just beyond our drill
ground. vVhen dug it ,vas very soft, but in drying it ,vas apt to 
crack, - a trouble that ,ve found ,vith the clay pipes as ,vell. 
Those ,vho experimented ,vith horn je,velry ,vere more generally 
successful, and many of our men no,v have studs, ,vatch-channs, 
scarf-rings, etc., they n1ade while in North Carolina. 

No place in the ,vorld ,vill equal a camp for gossip. Rumors 
seemed to spring spontaneously from the ground, and no matter 
ho,v improbable one might be it always found believers. One 
minute the report ,vould co1ne that the regiment ,vas ordered to 
South Carolina or to the Potomac, f ollo,ved immediately by the 
statement, "based on official knowledge," that ,ve ,vere to remain 
in can1p till our muster out; the next hour came ne\vs that ,ve 
,vere going on picket, and instantly would be circulated a counter 
report that ,ve ,vere to go on provost. All sorts of stories regard
ing the prominent officers ,vere in the air, - as to what this one 
,vas going to do and that one ,\'as not going to do; ,vhere this 
one ,vas going and ,vherc the other ,vas not going, etc. Did 
space pennit, it ,vould be interesting to give some specimens. 
One rumor ,vhich gained some currency may ,vell be stated, 

7 
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especially as it is one of the very f cw that can be traced from 
its inception. The n1orning of the I 4th of March, the day of 
the attack on New Berne, all ,vas exciten1ent. The air "'as full 
of authentic staten1ents of ,vhat ,ve ,vere going to do, of ,vhere 
,ve ,vere going,• of changes in command, of Rebel successes, of 
contemplated manreuvres, etc. Davis Ho,vard had been on guard 
that night and posted in front of the colonel's tent. As soon as 
the guard ,vas relieved he rushed into the barracks and called for 
Corporal Haines. The latter ,vas the regular correspondent of the 
" Boston Herald,'' and kno,vn as such to most of the members 
of the regiment. vVhenever any startling news had been learned, 
Haines v .. ras ahvays the first to ,vhom it was given. " Corporal'' 
,vas writing to· his paper an account of the attack, ,vhen Dave 
came up apparently out of breath. "Corporal, I've just come 
off duty at the colonel's tent, and have got a piece of news that 
interests every man in the regiment. It's the most important 
thing that's happened to us for a long time.'' So 1nany ,vild 
and improbable stories had been brought him, that the corporal 
was incredulous; but the evident sincerity of Howard's manner 
,vas impressive. All the boys ,vithin hearing distance anxiously 
awaited the disclosure. " I've just come from headquarters," 
repeated Dave. "A little ,vhile ago one of Foster's orderlies 
came into camp ,vith his horse on a run and handed colonel a 
letter. Lee ,vrote son1ething in reply and the orderly ,vent off 
on a gallop.· Just as I ,vas relieved, another one came, and as 
soon as the colonel read the paper delivered him he seemed very 
much excited and sent for the lieutenant-colonel and n1ajor.. I 
made up my mind it ,vas something very important, and that if 
I could, I would kno,v what it ,vas about." All of us had seen 
orderlies riding into the camp and then riding out again, and ,vere 
ready to believe that some important movetnents ,vere about tak
ing place. \Ve kne,v that Howard ,vas a fellow of resources, and 
that if he could not succeed in getting this information probably 
others would fail. " I succeeded in overhearing ,vhat he told 
Cabot and Dabney," added Dave, ,vith much apparent earnest
ness, " and find that Pettigrew has sent over a flag of truce de
manding the surrender of N·e,v Berne. Foster refused to give 
up the place. Pettigre,v then sent back word that he ,vould 
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shell the town immediately, and has ordered the removal of the 
,vomen and children and the Forty-fourth lVIassachusetts before 
he begins, and has given Foster two hours to get us out. The 
general has asked Lee ,vhere he wants the reg·iment to go to. 
Colonel told Cabot that he thought it best to let the men vote 
on the question, so I suppose you ,vill all hear about it quite 
soon. He says he ,vants to stay and let them shell.'' The laugh 
that follo,ved Dave's disclosure ,vas tren1endous, but he had to 
run for his life. It is difficult to realize the surprise and amu·se-
1nent of our men ,vhen they read in the first N e,v York paper 
that reached them after the raising of the siege of \Vashington, 
a full account of the sending and receipt of this flag of truce 
stated as an absolute fact, only the locality had been transferred 
to vVashington. In this connection it is reported that some years 
after the ,var Colonel Lee ,vas travelling in the \Vest, ,vhen a gen
tleman ,vhom he met, finding that he had been in command of a 
regiment, asked hitn ,vhich one. On being told the F arty-fourth 
Massachusetts, he inquired if that ,vas not the one ordered out of 
vVashington ,vith the ,vo1nen and children. "Yes," replied our 
colonel. " Well, if I ,vere in your place I should be ashamed 
to ackno,vledge the fact," remarked his questioner. "\Vhy so?" 
said our colonel; " the Rebels ,vell knew that they could not get 
into \Vashington as long as our regiment stayed there, and 
thought that if they sent such a message Foster 1night order us 
out. He ,vas not kind enough to oblige the1n; the regiment did 
not go out; the 'Johnnies' did not get in. I think Hill paid us 
a high compliment and have always felt proud of it." \iVhether 
this conversation ever occurred ,ve do not kno,v. Vv e have been 
unwilling to ask the colonel, lest he might deny it and so spoil 
a good story. 

Soon after our return from the Goldsboro' expedition i_t be
came fashionable among the boys to sit for their pictures. A 
style called " melainotype " ,vas most in vogue, and it was a 
matter of pride to see ,vho could send home one showing the 
greatest appearance of dilapidation. A corporal of Company D 
had one taken ,vhich ,vas a great success in this respect. A 
netted ,vorsted smoking-cap replaced the regulation fatigue arti
cle; one suspender ,vas visible, the other concealed ; one leg of 
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the pants was torn off just below the knee, the other showing an 
cnorn1ous hole 1nade by friction of canteen and ha,·ersack; the 
shoes were not n1ates. The original garments ,vere ,vorn by the 
owner for the last time ,vhen he sat for the picture, as they ,vere 
immediately presented to one of the numerous contrabands ,vho 
thronged the can1p. Among the corporal's hon1e friends ,vas an 
elderly aunt, one of the kindest-hearted old ladies that ever lived, 
,vho looked at everything fro~ the n1ost charitable vic,v, but was 
a ,varn1 friend of the "boys," and ,vould quickly resent anything 
that she thought savored of inattention or neglect to,vards them. 
On receipt of this picture she ,vas most indignant, and ,vrote 
Governor Andrew in very strong terms, requesting him to per
sonally investigate and see that Massachusetts soldiers ,verc pro
vided ,vith suitable clothing. J. J. \Vyeth, of Company E, sent 
hon1e one of a similar character. His fond mother gazed at it 
sadly for so1ne minutes and then remarked, "If John has bccon1e 
as dissipated and reckless as this p·icture sho,vs hin1 to be I hope 
he ,vill never return." Little did ,ve in1agine such ,vould be the 
effect of a desire to let our friends realize our appearance "in 
camp.'' It took a large amount of correspondence to explain 
matters. 

Most of our time ,vas spent in the open air. Generally the 
weather ,vas ,varn1, and it ,vas pleasant to sit in front of our 
barracks after tattoo and listen to the singing, ,vhich was one of 
our daily pleasures. Charley Ewer, till he ,vas ,vounded at vVhite
hall, was the acknowledged chorister. There were good vocalists 
in all the companies, and rarely did a pleasant evening pass but 
" Kingdom Coining," " Louisiana Lowlands," " Rest for the 
Weary,'' or some other of the popular airs ,vere heard in the 

camp. 
The entertainments given on Thanksgiving ,vere so success[ ul 

that they were follo,ved by others, each more elaborate than 
those preceding. One ,vas given on New Year's evening, the 
programme being as f ollo,vs : -
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SECOND 

~ran1afit anh itusital 
l~Vllffi T IE~Dl~'r ~ 

BY THE 

44 TH REGIMENTAL DRAMATIC ASSOCIATION, 
ON NE\V YEA.R'S I~,rENING, J·A.N. 1, 18G3. 

PROLOGUE- (Original.) 

OVERTURE. 
RECITATION- (SeJcctcd.) 
SONG. 
RECITATION·. 
RECITATIO~-(Humorous.) 

BA.~ D. 
After which the Grand Final Scene from 

Harry T. Reed. 

Band. 
F. D. \Vheeler. 
Quartettc Club. 

C. A. Chase. 
E. L. Hill. 

The Merchant of Venice. 
SHYLOCK, 
DUKE, 
ANTONIO, 
HASSAN IO, 
GRATIANO, 
PORTIA, 
SOLANIO, 

1-3 A. N-D. 

OPENING CHORUS. 
LOUISIANA LO\VLANOS. 
DOLLY DAY. 

To be followed by 

SHELLS OF THE OCEAN. 
SUSIANNA SIMPKINS. 
HAl\1 FAT l\lAN. 

The whole to conclude with 

H. T. Reed. 
\V. Howard. 

De F. Safford. 
F. D. \Vheeler. 

J. H. \Vaterman. 
L. Millar. 

F. A. Sayer. 

Company. 
H. Howard. 
F. A. Sayer. 
H. Howard. 
F. A. Sayer. 
J. H. Myers. 

A Terrible Oat-ass•trophe on the North Atlantic R.R. 
CHARACTERS BY THE COMPANY. 

Director, ............................................................. -....... H. T. REED. 
Assistant l\Ianager, ........ ........................................ De F. SAFJ,.,ORD. 
Secretary, ................................................................ ,, ... HO\VARD. 
Treasurer, .......•.•..••••...........•............................ J. 1\[. ,,,. ATER1'1AN. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: 
L. 1\llllar, F. A. Sayer. 
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The next affair, ,vhich ,vas entirely impromptu, occurred in the 
barracks of Company D, January 19. One of the boys ,vas play
ing a dancing tune on the flute. The idea of a ball ,vas suggested. 
No time could be taken to prepare suitable costumes, but it ~s 
doubtful if the grandest society ball ,vas more enjoyed by the 
participants than ,vas this. It ,vas all too brief; so a more elabo
rate one ,vas arranged for the following evening in the same 
barrack. 1"'he card of invitation ,vas as follo,vs: -

GRAND BALL. 

Sm, - The pleasure of your company, with ladies, is respectfully solicited at a 
GRAND BALL, to be held in the Grand Parlor of the FIF'TH AVENUE HOTEL. 
(No. 4. New Berne), on TUESDAY EVENING, January 20, 1863. 

c. H. DEMERITT, 

l\IANAGERS. 

\VILLARD HOWARD, J. E. LEIGHTON. 

COl\IMITTEE OF ARRANGEMENTS. 

BENJ. F'. BURCHSTED, 
\V. E. SAVERY, 
J. B. GARDNER, 

C. D. NEWELi,, \V. G. REED, 

F. A. SAYER, F. l\f. FLANDERS, 

JOE SIMONDS, CHARLES ADAMS, 

~MUSIC. 

H. D. STANWOOD, 
H. HoWARD, 
G. \V. HIGHT. 

Quintzelbottom's Grand Quadrille and Serenade Band. 

( One Violin.) 

'fickets $00.03 each, to be had of the l\1anagers. 
No Postage Stamps or Sutler's Checks taken in payment. 
N. B. - LADIES will be allowed to smoke. 
Persons -wishing carriages will please apply to LIEUTENANT WHITE, of the 

Ambulance Corpse. 
Persons wishing anything stronger than \Vater are referred to the" Sanitary.'' 

The follo,ving ,vas the order of dances: -

I, SICILIAN CIRCLE, 

2. QUADRILLE, 

3• POLKA QUADRILLE, 

4- QUADRILLE, 

INTERMISSION, 

-

March to Tarboro'. 
New England Guards. 

Kinston Galop. 
Yankee Doodle. 

WALTZ, POLKA REDOWA, SCHOTTISCHE. 

5• QUADRILLE, Bloody 44th Quickstep. 

6. LES LANCIERS, Connecticut 10th March. 

7. QUADRILLE, Lee's March. 

8. CONTRA ( Virginia Reel), Rebel's Last Skedaddle. 



CA:\IP LIFE. 103 

Shelter-tents, artistically draped, 1nade excellent skirts for the 
ladies, albeit they were rather short and not over-clean. They 
,vere expanded by hoops procured from some of the quarter
master's en1pty barrels. A blouse ,vith the sleeves cut off at 
the shoulder and the collar turned down as far as possible 
1nade a very respectable ,vaist, although not as lo,v in the neck 
as many fashionable belles ,vould demand. Evidently the cos
tumes must have been effective, for a member of another com
pany, after glancing in at the door, returned to his own quarters, 
polished his boots, brushed his hair, donned his dress-coat, and 
claimed to have tried to find a paper collar before he ventured 
into the ball-room. " I ,vas n't going in among ladies looking as 
rough as I did,'' he afterwards explained. 1~he last call of the 
''Lancers" ,vas original: - " Promenade to the bar for quinine 
rations." The barracks ,vere crowded, and the officers enjoyed 
the novelty no less than the men. 

On January 24, Company E, determined not to be outdone, 
gave a masked ball at its barracks, and extended an invitation 
to members of other companies. It ,vas ,vonderful, ,vith the 
limited n1eans at our disposal, ,vhat a variety of costumes ,vere 
got up at such short notice. An1orig the characters represented 
,vere an old gentleman and lady of '76, attended by their negro 
servant. The lady ,vore a real crinoline and ,vished the specta
tors to kno,v it. There ,vere personifications of " His Satanic 
Majesty," " Pilgrim Fathers," policen1en, farmers, harlequins, 
clowns, n1onks, ladies tall and ladies short, ladies stout and ladies 
slender, ladies ,vhite, black, and Indian red. Nearly all the char
acters ,vere adn1irably sustained. Several of the officers of the 
Tenth Connecticut ,vere present on invitation and evidently en
joyed the occasion. 

The rivalry benveen Companies D and E not being settled, 

they agreed to combine efforts, and the result surpassed all pre-
. 

v1ous atte1npts. The managerial card is here reproduced: -

GRAND l\1ASQUERADE BALL. 

SIR, -The pleasure of your company, with ladies, is respectfully solicited at a 
GRAND BAL ?\f ASQUE to be given under the auspices of the 44th Regimental 
Dramatic Association, at the Barracl~s of Companies D and E, on 

MONDAY EVENING, FEB. 23, 1863. 
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The management desire to state that nothing will be left undone to render it 
the party of the season. 

'FLOOR M.\XAGERS. 

'VILLARD HOWARD, J. B. RICE, HARRY T. REED. 

COl\BIITTEE OF ARRANGEMENTS. 

SERGEANT G. L. TRIPP, Company D PRIVA'lE F. A. SAYER, Company D 

" H. A. Ho::\lER, ,, E " H. HOWARD, " D 
CORPORAL z. T. HAINES, " D " J. H. \VATERMAN, Jr. " D 

" J. B. GARDNER, cc D " A. H. BRADISH, " E ,, J. \V. CARTWRIGHT," E " C. H. DEMERITT, " n. 
" l\[. E. BOYD, " D " D. HOWARD, " D 
,, 

C. E. TUCKER, " E " E. L. HILL, " A 

In order to defray the expenses, Tickets will be placed at 10 cents each, to be pro
cured of the l\lanagcrs. No tickets sold at the door. Visitors are expected to appear 
t'll costume. 

l\I usic by the N cw Berne Quadrille Band, fiye pieces. 
The l\lanagcmcnt desire to express their sincere thanks to the Officers of this 

Regiment for the many favors granted by them in aid of this undertaking. 
The hall will be appropriately decorated. 

By pern1ission of the officers the partition ,vas removed be
t\veen the barracks of the t,vo companies, making a large room 
about thirty-eight by one hundred feet. The decorations ,vere 
elaborate; and thanks tG> Charley Wheeler's skilful brush, the. 
\Valls ,vere adorned ,vith appropriate mottoes. Corporals Rice 
and Cartwright of Company :E, and \Villard Ho,vard and Corporal 
Gardner .of. Company D, acted as floor man~gers. Harry Reed 
attended to other duties equally important. Genera]s Foster and 
vV essells ,ver.e present, as ,vere also a number of field, line, and 
staff officers. Our regimental band furnished military music, and 
a string band played for the dancing. The barracks ,vere liter
ally packed. We regret that space forbids giving a full descrip• 
tion. "Corporal,, and one of our diarists ,vrote home full and 
glo,ving accounts. 

Just after one of these entertainments the colonel met vVillard 
H o,vard and congratulated him on its success, adding, " I am 
proud of what the boys are doing and ,vill help them in any ,vay 
that I can." 'fhis conversation ,vas repeated to one or t\vo of the 
n1en, among ,vhom ,vas Corporal Haines. He imtncdiately pro
posed to ,vrite the text of an opera if Ho,vard and others ,voukt 



CA)IP LIFE. 105 

attend to the n1t1sic and staging. The idea ,vas most favorably 
received, committees were appointed, and the result was '' II Rc
cruitio." No one ,vould confess to a knowledge of Italian, so, as 
,ve wished to call the opera " The Recruit," we translated it after 
the rule given_ by son1e hun1orous author as nearly as ,ve could. 
This opera was founded upon the in1aginary adventures of one of 
our members, and described his enlistn1ent at Boylston Hall; the 
hardships and trials endured on his introduction to military life; 
his perils by sea and by land ; recounted in glowing verse his 
valorous deeds in pursuit of personal ·safety and forage; and 
finally ba~e him adieu in Plymouth, a captive to the charn1s of a 
pretty " Secesh " maiden, one " Nancy Skittletop." 1 vVhere so 
1nany contributed to the success, it ,vould be invidious to particu
larize; but we think none ,vill deny that a large share of the credit 
belongs to \Villard, Davis, and Henry H_oward, - the "Ho,vard 
boys," as they ,vere universally known, - and to our incomparable 
scenic artist and " Nancy Skittletop," Fred. Sayer. Scenery from 
the old N e,v Berne theatre ,vas placed at the disposal of the 
committee, and shelter-tents, flags kindly loaned by different 
regiments and the Navy, and red and blue shirts and dra,vers 
furnished by the hospital departn1ent ,vere utilized in the deco
ration. Companies B and F ,vere on picket at Batchelder's Creek, 
so their barracks ,vere used for the performances. A stage was 
erected at the lo,ver end of F's barrack, to,vard the sutler's. The 
orchestra, con1posed n1ainly of members of our regiment, ,vith 
Charley Hooke as leader, ,vas reinforced by Captain Daniel of 
the One Hundred and Fifty-eighth Ne,v York, and lVIr. l\icCready, 
a civilian. 

The opera ,vas given on vVednesday evening, lVIarch r r, to an 
audience composed principally of members of our o,vn regi1nent. 
On Thursday evening · the performance ,vas con1plimentary to 
General Foster and staff, and one diarist notes that by actual 
count there ,vere t,venty-seven ladies present. On Friday even
ing it ,vas given for · the third time, to satisfy the demands of 
those ,vho had failed to gain admission to either of the previous 

1 It was intended to reproduce "II Rccruitio" in the Appendix, but the Committee, 
have decided that, although very amusing a quarter of a century ago, it is not of 
sufficient interest to warrant reprinting. 
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representations. At the close of the final perfonnance the com
mittee and actors, ,vith the approval of the colonel, \vho thought 
they had earned some privileges, adjourned to the quarters of the 
officers of Company B, ,vhere they enjoyed quite a nice supper, 
the bill of fare being a decided change from the usual regi
mental diet. After our return to Boston, the opera, ,vith but a 
fe,v changes in the cast, ,vas given at Tremont Temple, and 
received n1ost favorable con1ment from dramatic critics. 

Another scheme to employ part of our leisure ,vas that of 
debating clubs. These· ,vere forn1ed in several companies, and 
proved quite attractive to many of our men. Some of the topics 
discussed ,vere rather abstruse, but at the age ,ve then ,vere that 
fact did not trouble us, and ,ve settled them all to our entire satis
faction. · Another literary enterprise attempted ,vas that of the 
establishment of a m~gazine. It ,vas called " The Bay State 
Forty-fourth/' being printed and published in Boston, but edited 
by DeForest Safford of Company F; the articles, ,vhich related 
,vholly to regimental matters, ,vere contributed by different me1n
bers. Only one nun1ber ,vas published, as various causes pre
vented the continuation of the enterprise. 

February 25, General Foster revie,ved the corps. The ground 
on which the revie,v took place was on the other side of the 
Trent River. The march ,vas short, - ,ve left camp at 8.30 A. M. 

and returned at 3 P. l\L, - but it was one of the most fatiguing days 
in our experience. Colonel Lee ,vas in command of the brigade, 
and Lieutenant-Colonel Cabot had charge of the regiment. Un
doubtedly it \Vas a fine sight to the spectators, but the men cer
tainly thought '' the play ,vas not ,vorth the candle." Colonel 
Lee told us afterwards that General Foster gave the T,venty-fifth 
Massachusetts the credit of doing the finest marching of any 
regiment that participated, but that the general's staff ,vere 
unani1nously of the opinion that none deserved n1ore praise than 
the Forty-fourth. 

Whenever ,ve ,vent off on an expedition there ,vas ahvays 
a percentage ,vho from illness or other causes ,vere unable to 
accompany us. .1~hese n1en were styled the " Home Guard." 
vVhile ,ve ,vere absent their duties were light, can1p and police 
guard being the only ones they were called upon to perform. 
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O_nce or t\vice they ,vere alarmed by an attack on the pickets, 
and ,vere called out for defence of the town, although they saw 
no actual fighting. On one occasion Harry Hunt, ,vho ,vas act
ing as sutler in absence of his father, bravely shouldered his 
musket and took a place in the ranks, thus sho,ving his ,villing
ness to share in the fortunes of the regiment, ,vhatever they 
might be. 

At last ,ve all had the experience of an attack on the place. 
March 14 ,vas the anniversary of the capture of Ne,v Berne. 
An elaborate . programme had been arranged to commemorate 
that victory. \Ve ,vere to raise a flag on a ne,v staff just erected; 
Belger's battery was to fire a salute; his officers and ours ,vere 
to provide a collation; and ,ve ,vere anticipating a pleasant and 
mildly exciting celebration. Just before daybreak we ,vere awak
ened by the sound of a cannon. \Ve thought it early for the 
salute, but in a fe,v seconds it ,vas ·follo,ved by another, this one 
evidently shotted. Thoroughly aroused, ,ve sprung from our 
bunks, and going outside the barracks, could distinguish, in the 
gray of the n1orning, that Fort Anderson, on the other side of 
the Neuse River, ,vas being attacked. Shot and shell ,vere drop
ping into the ,vater just opposite our camp, and occasionally one 
,vould reach the vicinity of the officers' stables. No reveille ,vas 
needed that morning to induce the boys to turn out. There had 
been an affair of the pickets the previous evening, of ,vhich ,ve 
,vere all aware, but none of us thought it ,vas anything more 
serious than ,vas happening frequently. Probably our officers 
kne,v more about it than ,ve did. The men ,vere ordered to put 
on all equipments, including knapsacks, and the morning ,vas 
passed in ,vaiting orders. The Ninety-second N e,v York garri
soned Fort Anderson, and soon after the attack began ,vere 
reinforced by the Eighty-fifth Ne,v York. .A. rumor ,vas circu
lated that our regiment ,vould be the next sent across the river; 
but ,vord came that they had all the men that they could use 
to advantage, - a fact for ,vhich ,ve hope ,ve ,vere duly thankful. 
That night Companies A and K ,vere sent out on picket, and the 
next morning were relieved by Companies I and H. The attack 
was not serious, although for a time the excitement among the 
men was intense and the air ,vas full of rumors. 
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The next evening, Sunday, about 5 P. JI., we received orders 
to go to \Vashington, and within an hour or two ,vere on our 
way to the wharf. Our camp experience ,vas ended, as imme
diately on our return we were assigned to provost duty and 
remained in to,vn until we left North Carolina for hon1e. 
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CI-IAPTER VI. 

THE TARBORO' l\L\RCH, AND THE AFFAIR OF LITTLE CREEK 

AND RA \YLE
1

S l\IILL. 

"Strike up the drums; and let the tongue of war 
Plead for our interest." 

N Sunday evening, Oct. 26, 1862, after 
an afternoon's ride on platform cars 
. through a drenching rain-storm, ,ve 
arrived at N e,v Berne from the trans
ports. Only three days later the sev
eral companies ,vere called out before 
their quarters for the distribution of 
cartridge-boxes and ammun,ition, when 
we ,vere informed that ,ve must make 
im1nediate preparation for a move in
to the interior; for early the following 
morning ,ve ,vere to leave camp in 

light marching condition, surrendering our knapsacks and their 
contents to be stored here until our return. The cooks were 
instructed to prepare five days' rations, and most of the night 
they toiled over their fires. Rumors and speculations regarding 
the duty to ,vhich ,ve were so suddenly sun1moned filled the 
camp, and few eyes closed in restful slumber. 

At four on Thursday morning ,ve ,vere turned out to draw 
rations. At six, regimental line ,vas formed and ,ve marched to 
the transports ,vhich were found ,vaiting to convey a portion of 
the force to "Little" \Vashington, on the Tar River. 

The First Brigade, under command of Colonel T. J. C. Amory, 
and the artillery, cavalry, baggage-,vagons, and ambulances, had 
started early to march across the country. The Second Brigade, 
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under Colonel Stevenson, and the Third, under Colonel H. C. 
Lee, ,vere to go by transports. 

Six companies of the Forty-fourth, ,vith the field and staff, 
went aboard the steamer " George C. Collins," and Co1npanies 
A, B, G, and K, the remainder of the regiment, under command 
of Captain Ja1nes M. Richardson, ,vere taken in tow on the 
schooner " Highlander," ,vhich latter also carried hvo con1panies 
of the T,venty-fourth lVIassachusetts. 

vVe soon got under ,vay, and sailing down the Neuse, passing 
the batteries silenced by Burnside at the capture of N e,v Berne 
and the vessels sunk in the river as obstructions to his advance, 
entered Pamlico Sound about three in the afternoon, and after all 
day and night aboard found ourselves at vVashington the next 

. 
morning. 

Disembarking about noon, we marched through the principal 
street, ,vide and shaded ,vith fine elms, to an open cornfield on 
the east side of the town, ,vhere ,ve stacked arms and encamped 
to await the arrival of the forces coming by land. The field and 
staff took possession of an old saw-n1ill on the field of our en
campment. This to,vn, the capital of Beaufort County, about 
forty miles fron1 the sound, ,ve found neat and pretty. Its streets 
ran at right angles, were broad and well shaded, and bounded by 
many old-fashioned, pleasant houses ,vith fine gardens of orna-
1nental shrubs and trees. In abundance ,vere fig, aloe, Spanish 
bayonet, mulberry, n1agnolia,. and large rose trees, and English 
ivy gave. a cosey and charming effect to many of the dwellings. 
One house was approached by a roman tic arbored walk, over 
three hundred feet in length, of red cedars, the branches of 
,vhich ,vere so closely interlaced as scarcely to admit the rays 
of the sun. 

The place was garrisoned by a small number of Union soldiers, 
supported by gunboats which were anchored in the river. Quite 
a nun1ber of the buildings bore evidence of the recent Rebel raid, 
being seriously marred by shot and shells, and at certain dis
tances the streets ,vere now barricaded by chevaux-de-frise to 
guard against a sudden dash of cavalry. 

We ,vere shown the place where the raiders entered the town 
through the field of one G·rice, ,vho ,vas one of the few· whites 
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ren1aining since the occupation by our forces. He called him
self a Unionist, but was much suspected of sympathy ,vith the 
ene1ny, and ,vas accused by the garrison of covertly advising and 
assisting the raiders upon their visit.1 

On the field of our camp ,vere remains of the enemy's intrench
ments six or seven hundred feet in length. 

\Vandering about on the second day of our arrival, the explo
sion of a torpedo, ,vhich had lain in the bed of the river where 
it passes the to,vn, reminded us that the occupation by Union 
soldiers ,vas not originally ,velcomed. This engine of destruction 
had been planted before our forces took possession. Its prob
able location ,vas pointed out by the blacks, and a number of 
fruitless efforts from time to time had been made to explode it 
by the sailors on the gunboats. On this day, ho,vever, the hulk 
of an old vesse], dra,vn for that purpose over the spot, caught the 
trigger and accomplished the object. The craft ,vas blown into 
the air and the water strew·n ,vith debris. 

Colonel Amory and his force did not arrive until late on Satur
day, having been delayed by obstructions placed in the line of 
their march and by skirn1ishes ,vith a guerilla force. l\tleanwhile 
,ve fully improved our opportunity to explore the to,vn and make 
friendships among the garrison. On Sunday, Nov. 2, ,ve ,vere 
awakened by a conflagration in the camp ,vhich deserves descrip
tion. Soon after we ,vere marched on to this field, to camp until 
the arrival of the ren1ainder of the force, our boys discovered in 
a building near by, ,vhich had evidently been used as a sugar
box manufactory, a large quantity of planed boards of convenient 
length for the construction of shelters, and in an incredibly short 
time most of these boards ,vere transferred to the can1p, and the 
field ,vas covered ,vith little ,vooden huts. Just before sunrise 
some of the guard, finding their fires lo,v and the air frosty and 
cold, kno,ving ,ve ,vere to march, with a spirit of mischief took 
the boards of an adjoining hut and threw them upon the fire 
for fuel. The inn1ates, ,vho had been \Vrapped soundly in slum
ber, a,vakened by the sudden admission of the frosty air, startled . 
by the proximity of the flames, jun1ped to their feet, and, taking 

1 He proved himself loyal just before the arrival of the Confederate troops to 
attack Little \Vashington, in April, 1863. 
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in the situation, sho,ved their appreciation of the joke by per
petrating the same upon their neighbors, ,vho in turn did the 
same, until soon over the entire field ,vere roaring, soaring fires 
of dry pine boards, ,vhich afforded a ,veird and novel sight. 

After fully enjoying the scene, ,vc began to boil our coffee and 
1nake preparation to n1arch from the town. Although deprived 
of our knapsacks, and the change of clothing ,vhich they con
tained, upon departing from N e,v Berne, yet we had been per
mitted to take along our ,voollen blankets; but no,v that w·e ,vere 
about to tramp, ,ve ,vere told that ,ve must surrender those like-
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wise, and leave them here to await our return, it being the inten
tion of General Foster to put us in the best possible condition to 
cover long stretches. Ren1en1bering the frosty nights, reluctantly 
we parted ,vith them, and at five o'clock ,ve took up our line of 
n1arch in the direction of Williamsto,vn, about twenty-t\vo miles 
north, on the Roanoke River. 

Our brigade (the Second), con1manded by Colonel Stevenson, 
took the advance, the Ne,v York cavalry preceding as scouts, 
follo,ved by the Tenth Connecticut as skirmishers; then came 
the n1arine artillery, with four guns; the Fifth Rhode Island; the 
Forty-fourth Massachusetts and the Tw·enty-fourth; and Belger's 
battery, in the order named. Following us ,vere the First and 
Third Brigades; the ,vhole force consisting of about five thou
sand men and twenty-one pieces of artillery, under the personal 
com1nand of General Foster. 
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vVe marched out through an open field and entered the \Voods 
by a road leading fro1n the north of the town, ,vhen ,ve ,vere 
halted and ordered to load our muskets. Continuing the n1arch, 
,ve n1ade the ,voods ring with " Coronation " and other hymns 
and songs, until about ten o'clock, ,vhen firing ,vas heard ahead, 
- first volleys of musketry, then some artillery, and a colu1nn of 
smoke arose a quarter of a mile or more a,vay to the left. We 
,vere stopped, and soon a cavalryman rode do,vn the line lead
ing a ,vounded horse to the rear, and ,ve learned that the head 
of the column had encountered and driven a company of the 
enemy's cavalry pickets, capturing one prisoner. 

The line ,vas again set in 1notion, and ,ve soon arrived at the 
place of the skirmish. By the side of the road stood a horse 
,vith its hoof mangled by a bullet, and close by it another ,vith a 
shattered leg. There ,vere many evidences of the hasty departure 
of the enemy. Fires still burning, haversacks hanging upon 
branches of the trees in the grove \Vhere they ,vere surprised, 
and blankets, quilts, and other articles scattered along the road. 
Their quarters ,vere in a mill near a bridge, which latter, set on 
fire to cover their retreat, caused the smoke ,ve had seen. The 
prisoner ,vas a youth of about · seventeen years, armed ,vith a 
double-barrelled shot-gun. He appeared pleased to have been 
taken ,vithout being injured. 

Our five days' rations, distributed on the n1orning of departure 
from Ne,v Berne, lasted but three, and provisions being short, 
permission was given to forage, and the deserted houses and 
outbuildings scattered along our route ,vere searched for foo~. 
A number of horses and mules ,vere found, confiscated, and 
made to do service with the Yankee force. Chickens, geese, and 
turkeys ,vere run do,vn and captured, and many hives of honey 
emptied of their contents to tickle the palates of hungry soldiers. 

Soon ,ve reached fine plantations. About one o'clock ,ve 
passed a planter's house ,vhere the fatnily were all seated upon 
the piazza, reminding us of the peaceful Sunday at home. Here 
we ,vere filed off into a large field for rest and dinner, and we 
cooked our poultry and boiled our coffee over fires of fence-rails. 
After a short stay ,ve ,vere ordered to fall in once 1nore and 
resume the march. 

8 
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The sun had become quite hot, and the roads, of fine, loose 
sand resembling the sands which border our sea beaches, ,vere 
hard to walk in and extremely dusty. There ,vere many swampy 
places ,vhere the ,vater flowed across the road from a few inches 
to two or n1ore feet in depth, and son1etimcs three hundred yards 
in ,vidth. vVading through these, our shoes took in the dry sand 
beyond, which, held by the water, ,vorked through the ,voolle~ 
stockings and blistered and lacerated our feet. Some of the 
deeper of these ,vet places had along one side rude foot-bridges 
constructed of a single line of hewn logs raised upon upright 
posts, ,vhich, though convenient for a lone traveller, ,vere of no 
avail ,vhatever unto us. Being inviting, ho,vever, to the ,veary 
and now footsore n1en, Colonel Lee ,vas for some time kept busy 
in vigorously discouraging those ,vho, contrary to his orders, 
persisted in mounting the logs to cross the ,vatcr. 

\Vhen the sun ,vas setting, ,ve approached a bend in the road 
turning to the left, ,vithin a few miles of \Villiamsto,vn. . Our 
advance ,vas here fired upon from the ,voods, and t\vo of the 
pieces dra,vn by the sailors ,vere unlimbered and brought to bear 
upon the spot ,vhere the enemy seemed to be. Our regiment 
being now the second in the advance, the Tenth Connecticut, 
which was leading, ,vas filed off to the right into a field and 
formed in line of battle, and our right flank companies, H and C, 
under Captain Smith, ,vere detached as skirmishers and started 
at the double quick. Passing the Connecticut boys, they ,vere 
encouraged by such kind exclan1ations as " Bully for the Forty
fourth ! '' - " Go in, boys ! ,, - '' Give 'em hell! " - "Drive them 
out! " etc. Coming to where the sailors stood at their guns, they 
found a creek called Little Creek, about fifty yards in ,vidth, 
crossing the road. I1ere they received orders from an aide to 
Colonel Stevenson to advance through the ,vater and hold one 
company in reserve upon the · other side, deploying the other 
forward until they n1et and felt the enemy's force. 

Captain Smith, therefore, after ordering them to drop their 
overcoats and rubber blankets; advanced them do,vn the slope 
into the water. Before they had got over, and ,vhile most of them 
were submerged to their ,vaists, out of the blackness of the ,voods 
which surrounded them suddenly there came a flash, as a volley 



.. 

THE TARBORO' MARCH. 115 

of musketry opened within a few yards. There being no sus
picion that the enemy had remained so near our artillery, our boys 
,vere thrown into mon1entary confusion, and the con11nand, " Fall 
back ! ,, being given by an officer_ upon the bank, a portion of 
Company C, ,vhich ,vas in the rear, obeyed; the others, not hear
ing, pressed on ,vith a cheer, gained the opposite side, and shel
tered themselves under the bank forn1ed by the edge of the road. 
Herc they opened fire to the right and left up the road, valiantly 
keeping their position against a brisk fire of musketry. It ,vas 
soon discovered that n1uch of their ammunition had become ,vet 
in crossing, and the firing on our side ,vas consequently light. 
\Vord ,vas sent that they had been ordered back; and, still sub
jected to the volleys of the enemy, slowly they made their way 
across the creek again, firing as they retired. Here they shel
tered the1nselves in a shallo,v sand-pit on the right of the road, 
and, as far as their ,vetted a1nmunition ,vould permit, kept up 
their fire until, finding that they ,vere endangering the gunners 
on the left in front, they ,vere ordered farther back to guard the 
overcoats of Companies E and I. Had the enen1y directed his 
fire lower, the casualties ,vould have been very great. As it ,vas, 
private Charles E. Rollins was . killed, and Lieutenant Briggs, 
Sergeant Pond, Corporal Smith, and Privates Peakes and Small
idge of Company C, and Privates Parker and Jacobs of Company 
H ,vere ,vounded . 
- While this affair ,vas taking place, the colun1n had advanced to 
,vithin a fe,v rods of the ford, and ,vas greeted ,vith a shower of 
bullets ,vhich ,vent ,vhistling by unpleasantly just over our heads. 
1"'hereupon ,ve ,vcre ordered to lie do,vn; and, footsore and tired, 
we gladly thre,v ourselves upon the ground. The remainder of 
the brigade ,vas filed off to the left, aides galloped back and 
forth, the artillery at the rear ,vas brought forward, and Belger's 
battery and the Napoleon guns ,vere soon pouring shot and shells 
thick and fast into the woods. Volley after volley of musketry 
can1e from both sides, and the ,vounded ,vent by on stretchers 

. . 

and ,vere laid in a little grove near by, ,vhere the surgeons and 
aides ,vere busy ,vith instrun1ents, lint, and bandages. 

Companies H and C having been ordered back, Companies E 
and I, under Captain Spencer W. Richardson, ,vere ordered to 
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relieve thcn1. Con1pany I ,vas stationed on our side of the creek 
as a reserve, and Con1pany E, first loosening cartridge-boxes that 
they might hold then1 above the ,vater, pushed across and de
ployed at once in the ,voods to the right and left. Advancing 
gradually up the declivity, exchanging shots ,vith the enemy, 
they dislodged and drove him before them. 

A signal officer sent up a rocket to inform the general that the 
enemy had fallen back, and Companies E and I ,vcrc then ,vith
dra,vn, having lost one killed; Private Charles l\1orse, and one se
verely wounded, Private Charles E. R.oberts, both of Co1npany E. 
1"hey brought back ,vith them three prisoners, captured severally 
by Parsons, Tucker, and H. T. Pierce, of Company E. Private 
De Peyster of Company H, the colonel's orderly, ,vhile bravely 
attempting to recover the body of an artillery man in front of 
our lines, ,vas so badly ,vounded that Surgeon Otis ,vas obliged 
to amputate his arm in a cabin upon the field. 

The remainder of the regiment ,vas no,v ordered to " fix bay
onets" and cross the strean1; so, holding up our cartridge-boxes, 
silently and slo,vly ,ve marched do,vn and into the ford. It ,vas 
pitchy dark, and, heated and perspiring as ,ve ,vere by our long 
and hurried tramp under a scorching sun, the ,vater seemed an 
Arctic current. 

The firing had ceased for about half an hour; but ,vhile in the 
stream, some of us to our middle, ,ve ,vere again opened upon, 
this time ,vith artillery, and crashing through the .,voods sur
rounding us ca1ne their shells, tearing do,vn trees and branches, 
and bursting all about and near by. \Ve no,v got through as 
quickly as possible, and ,vere ordered again to lie do,vn in the 
road. They had quite accurate range, many of their cannon
shot burying themselves in t~1e bank of the road close above 
our heads, their shells bursting uncomfortably near, and small 
trees and heavy branches tumbling among us ,vhere ,ve lay. 

vVe did not reply to their fire, but after they ceased and re
treated ,ve ,vere ordered up and on. The enemy had retired to 
Ra,vle's lVIill, about a n1ile beyond, ,vhere they made another 
stand. The Twenty-fourth ,vas no,v thro,vn fonvard as skirmish
ers, and obstructions having been placed at every practicable 
point, our progress ,vas greatly delayed, and the advance made 
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very fatiguing. \Vord ,vas quietly passed that ,ve ,vere expected 
to take s01ne ,vorks on the left. Line \Yas to be formed upon the 
field, our re.gin1ent to deploy on the right and left of the road, 
,vith the Tenth Connecticut on our right flank and the Twenty
fourth on the left, and ,ve should first deliver one round and 
then charge. 

Cautiously and noiselessly ,ve moved. After midnight ,ve en
tered a side-cut road, having an extensive cornfield on its left, 
and ca1ne to a halt just at a little bend. The stillness ,vas pain
ful, for ,ve felt ourselves to be near the cnen1y. Suddenly a 
volley of musketry ,vas poured into us at the head of the column, 
seemingly from no greater distance than a couple of rods. 1"here 
,vas a rush upon our front, and tun1bling into the narro,v road 
,vhere ,ve were cooped up came horses and men of the 1narine 
battery in ,vildest confusion. Lieutenant Stebbins of Company 
D ,vas ,vounded, Colonel Lee ,vas knocked do,vn, and those for
,vard ,vere thro,vn back in great disorder; but the ,vord "Steady! " 
being given by the lieutenant-colonel, the men at once recovered 
and stood firn1. The colonel, regaining his feet, gave the order 
to fall back, and ,ve retired to a position farther back in the road, 
,vhile Belger's battery and a battery of the Third N e,v York Artil
lery Regiment, dra,vn up in the field, commenced shelling the 
enemy. The roar of the guns and screeching of shells gave to us 
a grand experience, and the ,voods shook with the fearful din. 

1"he enemy replied at first ,vith his artillery, but soon ceased; 
and it being ascertained that he had fled, burning the bridge as 
he crossed, at about hvo o'clock on l\'Ionday morning ,ve ,vere 
permitted to lie do,vn on our arms and sleep in the field, in line 
behind the batteries. 

Cold, ,vet, and exhausted as ,ve ,vere, ,vith nothing over us but 
our rubber blankets, in that frosty field under the open sky, after 
twenty hours of almost constant marching and engagement, ,ve 
,vere thankful for the privilege, and in a short time ,vere soundly 
,vrapped in slumber. 

The general established his quarters at a small house adjoin
ing Ra,vle's Mill, a little in advance of our position, near to the 
bridge ,vhich had been burned at our approach. The dead ,vere 
gathered, and solemnly and hurriedly buried by the light of 
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lanterns in the grove of pines on the left, before crossing the 
creek. 

During the latter part of this day's experience many became 
so tired that they slept ,vhile standing in the road during the 
numerous little halts ,vhen ,ve ,vere cautiously advancing; and 
,vhen softly the order " Forward ! " ,vas given, they ,vould top pl: 
like tenpins before they could recover themselves. \Vhenever 
pennitted to lie down, in spitP. of the roar of cannons, the rattle 
of n1usketry, and bursting of shells, most ,,·ould be asleep in an 
instant, only to be a,vakened by that recurring "Forward! " 
,vhich see1ned to be the only sound that reached their compre
hension. There ,vas something so curious about this that it ex
cited universal attention. On the Goldsboro' march, a soldier, 
sleeping, tired, and ,vcary, ,vith his feet to the burning stump of 
a tree for ,varmth, rolled over upon it and set his clothing afire. 
T,vo or three of his comrades seized and vigorously shook him, 
shouting themselves hoarse in trying to a,vake and ,varn him of 
his danger; but he rolled like a dummy in their hands, and slept 
on as placidly as if undisturbed, until one mischievously uttered 
the command " F onvard ! " ,vhen he ,vas on his feet in an in
stant, rubbing his eyes, and gathering himself together ready to 
march. 

About three hours later ,ve ,vere a,vakened, and stiff and sore 
we got on to our feet. The ,vater in our canteens ,vas frozen, and 
a thick ,vhite frost covered our rubber blankets and such parts 
of our arms and equipments as had been exposed. \Ve ,vere 
obliged to n1ove about briskly for a ,vhile to take the stiffness 
out of our joints and give circulation and ,varmth to the blood. 
The pioneers had rebuilt the bridge during the night. vVith little 
delay ,ve fell into line, Companies A and G · being placed at the 
right, and moved on to,vard vVilliamsto,vn, passing so~e of the 
enemy's dead lying torn, ghastly, and unburied ,vhere they fell. 

At about t,velve o'clock ,ve marched into the to,vn and halted 
for breakfast, stacking arn1s in the street before a fine mansion. 
The inhabitants had deserted at the sound of our guns the night 
before, taking ,vith them much of their furniture and goods. 
Like Washington, the streets ,vere broad and finely shaded, bor
dered with residences having enclosures containing many pretty 
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trees and shrubs. \Ve found that several gunboats had sailed 
up the Roanoke and arrived here, ,vaiting to co-operate ,vith us. 
Blacks in great numbers had joined us on our march and soon 
began to ransack the deserted houses. Some of the soldiers 
partook too freely of discovered apple-jack, and under its influ
ence· joined in pillage and destruction of furniture and orna• 
ments, until forcibly prevented by the provost-guard. \Vith 
pleasure I relate that the Forty-fourth took no part in such 
depredations. 

Our object in coming here was to attcn1pt the defeat and cap
ture of a force of the enemy ,vhich had gathered upon the river 
belo,v, near Plymouth, threatening to attack and retake that town 
garrisoned by United States troops. They had already con
structed a bridge over which to transport their artillery; but, 
,varned of our approach, a portion ,vent up to R.a,vle's l\1ill to 
hold us in check, ,vhile the remainder passed to the interior. 
Their rear-guard passed through \Villiamstown very early this 
morning in full retreat and 1nuch demoralized. \Ve also expected 
to intercept large convoys of provisions ,vhich the Rebels ,vere 
transporting fron1 the section to the east and south of Plymouth. 
This ,ve failed to accomplish. 

Refreshed a little by our rest, ,ve left \Villiamstown bet,veen 
three and four o'clock in the afternoon and advanced ,vesterly 
to,vard Hamilton, passing scenes similar to those of yesterday 
and this morning. The country gre,v higher and more undu
lating. Substantial and extensive plantation buildings, ,vith pic
turesque cotton-presses and ginning-houses, stood in the fields 
and added to the beauty of the landscape. The soil, a rich 
sandy loam without a stone, \Vas easy for the plough, and furrows 
three quarters of a mile in length, as straight as a line, ,vere seen 
on either side. Great fields of ,vhite, full-ro\ved corn, on stalks 
ten to t,velve feet in · height, stood unharvested, and acres upon 
acres of cotton ,vere still unpicked. 

The planters' dwellings, surrounded ,vith broad verandas, 
standing back from the road, almost hidden by clumps of acacias 
and other ornamental trees, presented a n1ost hospitable appear
ance. Beyond extended the forest, ,vith its leaves turned to a 
liquid amber, relieved in places by the deep evergreen of the bay 
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and myrtle and by the richer colors of the large-leaved oak, 
while here and there the stately and 111ajestic cypress presented a 
deep golden tint. N carer the roac.l pcrsin1111on-trecs ,vith heavily 
laden branches invited us to partake,· and the fruit being fully 
ripe ,vas plucked and greatly enjoyed. 

I'his day ,vas also hot; but being upon higher ground, an? 
no longer co1npclled to ,vade through creeks and swamps, 
marching ,vas n1ore easy, and ,ve did not suffer as on the day 
previous, though many ,vere forcing themselves along, blistered 
and ulcered, some ,vithout shoes, having had to remove them to 
relieve their swollen and lacerated feet. 

-- . --.. ~/:;:·;_· _ 
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Long after dark ,ve ,vere file<l by brigades into one of the great 
cornfields to bivouac. Every other man in the files, having 
passed his musket to his comrade, took a couple of fence-rails 
upon his shoulder for fuel. Soon the lines ,vere distinctly 
marked by fires, ,vith dark figures moving over and around them. 
S,veet potatoes, found in an adjoining field, ,verc roasted and 
enjoyed ,vith our coffee, and cornstalks and husks ,vere gathered 
as fodder for the horses. 

It ,vas another cold night, and in spite of the fires, ,ve suffered . .. 
Rubber blankets are neither ,varm nor soft. Fe,v could sleep, 
and many ,vore a,vay the night revolving before the scant fires in 
futile attempt to_ keep all sides comfortable at once. 
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The next morning we fell in at daylight and continued on until 
eleven o'clock, ,vhen we were delayed about two hours ,vhile the 
pioneers rebuilt another bridge ,vhich had been burned by the 
enemy. The road had followed the river for some distance, and 
,ve were halted near to Rainbo,v Bluff, ,vhere ,vas constructed an 
elaborate fortification to comn1and the river, and n1any embraced 
the opportunity afforded to examine it. At this point, ,vhere the 
river 1nakes a bend or bo,v, the bluff rises perhaps more than a 
hundred feet; and here ,vas placed the fort, so high that, the 
river being narro,v and ,vinding, boats could not elevate their 
pieces to bear upon it, making it a place of great natural defence 
from that side, and · enabling the ene1ny to prevent the farther 
passage up the river of our gunboats. On the land side, ho,v
ever, it ,vas unprotected except by a light breastwork ,vhich had 
recently been thro,vn up; so the garrison ,visely concluded not to 
stay and cont_est the place ,vith us. It had been mounted with 
field pieces, ,vhich ungenerously they carried off ,vith them. 

From this eminence ,vas vie,ved · a charming prospect of the 
river and surrounding country, - extensive fields, some golden 
,vith yello,v stalks, others ,vhite ,vith cotton as if covered ,vith 
sno,v, dotted here and there ,vith little nest-like groves containing 
inviting mansions, the homes of the planters. The silvery strea1n 
,vound in and among these, and bounding all ,vas the forest, rich 
in its autun1n-hued foliage. \Vhile exa1nining this fort and the 
fine prospect afforded, six gunboats steamed by in succession up 
the stream, each of ,vhich in its turn ,vas heartily greeted by 
rounds of cheers. 

On our march to this point the fifth division of our regiment, 
Companies A and G, were· sent out on another road with some 
cavalry and t\vo Napoleon guns to endeavor to entrap the gar
rison of the fort. They ,vere led do,vn a road leading to the left 
and into the ,voods. Proceeding some distance, they halted at .a 
place very similar in appearance to that ,vhere ,ve met the enemy 
on Sunday evening. It ,vas expected that they would pass 
through here, so the infantry ,vas drawn up in the woods above 
the road at a point ,vhich commanded it, the guns ,vere pointed, 
and the cavalry placed an1ong the trees out of vie,v. Here they 
,vaited patiently and in silence about t,vo hours, and until the 
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videttes can1e in and reported that the enemy had taken another 
route; ,vhen, felling trees to prevent future approach on this road, 
they were turned back to join the n1ain force, \\·hich ,vas over
taken ,vaiting for the building of the bridge before spoken of, 
having previously destroyed and n1ade useless the fortification. 

The bridge being soon con1pleted, we n1archcd to Hamilton 
about three o'clock in the afternoon. Herc, by the surgeon's 
orders, thirty of our ,vounded, sick, and disabled ,vere put on 
board of a small steamer, ,vith about two hundred others of 
the various commands, and sent back to New Berne. 

Being on short rations, foraging parties ,vere detailed from 
each regin1ent to enter the town and collect food, the inhabitants 
having also retreated and gone to Tarboro', a place of some 
importance on the railroad, upon the line of direct co1nmunication 
with Richn1ond. . The streets soon resounded ,vith despairing 
cries of fleeing pigs and poultry relentlessly pursued by des
perately hungry men. \Vithout leave, some stole into the town 
to forage upon their o,vn account, and commenced ,vholesale 
pillage ,vhich the officers vigorously atte111pted to restrain; but 
the streets soon becan1e full of these, n1any of ,vhom, made fren
zied by apple-jack, ,vhich ,vas found in plenty, commenced to 
deface and destroy household articles and carry off furniture and 
goods. Our boys, here as at vVilliamstown, ref rained from such 
unsoldierly conduct, and, beyond searching for and securing 
articles and animals for food, they respected the property of the 
citizens. 

Sitting around our camp-fires in the evening, our attention ,vas 
called to a cloud of smoke arising above some of the houses, 
,vhich rapidly increased in volume, and it was seen that a con
siderable portion of the to,vn was in flames, caused by the care
lessness or malice of some soldier or sailor. After eight o'clock, 
by the light of the burning houses, ,ve ,vere marched through the 
to,vn and a few miles beyond, ,vhere ,ve bivouacked. 

Before leaving Hamilton, and at the suggestion of Colonels 
Stevenson and Amory, ,vho had already n1adc similar represen
tations, our field officers ,vaited upon the general and represented 
to him that the men ,verc fatigued, footsore, and broken by the 
continuous marching, lack of rest and sufficient food, and ,vould 
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be unable to proceed much farther. He expressed regret at 
being obliged to press his force so hard, and said that he would 
only have to move them a little farther, ,vhere there ,vas hn
portant work ,vhich ,vould soon be accomplished, after ,vhich he 
,vould at once turn ho1ne,vard to N e,v Berne. 

At daylight \'!y ednesday morning ,ve broke camp and ,vent on 
in the direction of Tarboro'. vVe n1et large numbers of pigs, lean 

"!'·\· 

... , 
-" 1 ,~,,' ' 

~~ 
")\ 

and active as hounds, many of ,vhich ,vere sacrificed to appease 
our hunger. Had it not been for the pigs, fo,vls, and s,veet pota
toes ,vhich ,ve foraged, ,ve could hardly have gone so far into the 
ene1ny's country, for no meat ,vas given out after our start. Our 
five days' rations ,vere consumed in three, and three pieces of 
hard bread, ,vith a little coffee and ,vhat ,ve could pick up, had 
been for some time our daily ration. At one period of this 
tnarch, during forty-eight hours some of us received but a single 
piece of hard-tack. 

We ,vere halted at noon and allo,ved to make coffee and cook 
,vhatever ,ve had foraged during the forenoon. There ,vas here a 
fork in the road, one branch leading directly to Tarboro' and 
the other by a circuitous route to the same place. After lunch 
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the same detachn1cnt sent forward yesterday- namely, Com
panies A and G of the Forty-fourth, under Captain James M. 
R.ichardson, with a fe,v of the cavalry, and two small brass ho,v
itzers, a11 commanded by lv1ajor Garrard of the cavalry- ,vcre 
sent forward on the direct road to make a demonstration, ,vhile 
the main body followed the other road, ,vhich passed through 
many s,van1ps. The air ,vas close and murky, and the n1arching 
very hard upon the footsore and hungry men . . 

The t,vo companies proceeded ,vithout adventure until about 
the setting of the sun, ,vhen they passed a house on the left of 
the road ,vith the doors standing open, apparently just deserted. 
On the opposite side of the road ,vas a blacksmith's shop ,vith 
the fires in the forge still lighted. There ,vas unnatural quiet, 
only broken by the complaint of a grumbler ,vho was declaring 
his belief that there ,vas not a Rebel ,vithin t,venty-five miles, and 
that it ,vas a confounded shame thus to march the legs off the 
men, ,vhen - flash, bang I - from the brush on the side of the 
road came a volley, en1ptying t,vo or three saddles and ,vounding 
nvo of the horses at the head of the little column, bringing it to 
a sudden halt. Company A, ,vith some of the cavalry and one 
howitzer, "'as in the advance, and Company G, ,vith the remain
ing cavalry and ho,vitzer, follo,ved. Immediately upon firing the 
volley, and before our men could recover from their surprise, the 
ambushers fled across the fields to the ,voods beyond. Looking 
across to the left near to the ,vood, around some hay or fodder 
stacks could be seen men cautiously moving ,vith guns in their 
hands. Order ,vas given to face to the left, and the fences ,verc 
torn do,vn for the cavalry to pass into the field. This order, 
ho,vever, ,vas countern1anded, and facing again forward they ,vere 
marched a little farther on, both ho,vitzers ,vere planted in front 
pointing up the road, and Company G ,vas put into position to 
support them, ,vith Company A as reserve. The major rode a 
fe,v feet in advance of the guns, and ,vith his glass tried to make 
out the position of the enemy. I-le had hardly applied it to his 
eye ,vhen a rifle-shot ,vas fired, and the involuntary ducking of his 
head told ho,v near the bullet passed. A scout ,vho had been 
sent out cautiously to examine and ascertain what force ,vas be
fore them, at this tin1e came in from woods on the right, reporting 



THE TARBORO' MAR.CH. 125 

that strong ,vorks ,vith many n1en and guns opposed farther 
advance. In front, where the road entered the forest, it appeared 
as if intrenchn1ents crossed, and it ,vas said that the glass dis
tinguished guns in position to s,veep the road ,vhereon our men 
stood. This caused alarn1 to our diminutive force, and with little 
he.sitation the order ,vas given, " About, face! fonvard, march ! " 
and after a few steps, "Double-quick, march!" Thus for nearly 
four 1niles they ,vere compelled to run before the command ,vas 
given, "·Halt! " Notwithstanding the intimation given that if 
any· fell out they ,vould be sabred by the· cavalry bringing up 
the rear, so that the enemy might not be able to get informa
tion of the littleness of the force, a fe\v gave out con1pletely in 
this rapid retreat, and were put upon the gun-carriages so as not 
to be left behind. One of the dead cavalrymen ,vas aiso taken 
along upon a gun. Arriving at the place ,vhere they had halted 
for lunch at noon, exhausted, they stopped to rest and bury the 
dead. 

The 111ain force ,vas gone. They ,vere in the midst of the 
enemy, and, lest their presence should be betrayed, it ,vas ordere~ 
to hold no conversation, not even in a ,vhisper, and pickets were 
stationed ,vith dJrections to shoot without challenge any one ,vho 
approached. It had been dark for more than half an hour when 
this spot ,vas reached, and the men thre,v_ themselves down upon 
the ground for rest. N o,v it began to sprinkle, and soon to rain 
heavily. Scouts ,vere sent forward, some of ,vhom returned say
ing the road ,vas clear, and the men ,vere awakened and ordered 
to advance. Stiff, tired, and footsore, they hobbled along in the 
rain for about hvo miles, ,vhen another scout came in ,vho re
ported he had found the can1p some distance ahead, and that 
General Foster had sent ,vord for them to rest ,vhere they ,vere 
until morning. Thereupon they sought soft places in and near 
the road, and despite the falling rain and chilly atmosphere soon 
fell into sound sltunber. 

In about an hour one of the posted guard can1e in saying that 
a considerable force of the enemy had just crossed the road be
tween them and the camp, about half a mile ahead. For a short 
time things looked serious, and it seemed doubtful if they ,vould 
be permitted to join the main force; but about two hours later 
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a messenger from the camp found and gave thc1n directions to 
move there in1n1cdiately. 

The 1nud ,vas now deep, and so sticky that ,valking ,vas more 
difficult. It ,vas sunrise when they reached ca1np, jaded and 

\\'orn. 
After hot coffee and something to eat, it having been ascer

tained that Tarboro' ,vas strongly reinforced ,vith artillery and 
cavalry from Richmond, the general, after a council of his offi
cers, determined it not to be prudent to make an attack, for the 
reason that the infantry force ,vas insufficient to protect the guns, 
the loss of ,vhich he could not afford to risk; and therefore he 
faced us homeward. 

All that day until dark we marched through mud, rain, and 
sno,v, back to Hamilton, many falling out thro~gh exhaustion, 
,vho ,vere taken up by the ambulances and baggage-,vagons, 
the enemy's cavalry in considerable numbers hanging on our 
skirts and rear, ,vatching an opportunity to cut some of us off. 
At Hamilton, ,vet to the skin, ,ve took possession of the de
serted buildings, - the first shelter ,vhich ,ve had had since leav
ing " Little" vVashington. Getting ,vhat rest and sleep ,ve could, 

. . . . 
on the next morning, Friday, ,ve a,voke to find an inch of sno,v 
upon the ground, and the flakes falling as thick and merrily as 
on a Christmas Day in N e\v England. 

Fearing an attack under disadvantage, ,ve ,vere not permitted 
longer delay; so ,ve fell in and ,vearily marched to vVilliamstown, 
reaching there about half-past four in the afternoon, where we 
,vere once n1ore quartered in the empty dwellings. On this day's 
march large quantities of honey ,vere secured from the many 
hives abounding in the vicinity, and officers as well as privates 
,vere seen tramping on, their dippers filled ,vith the luscious 
comb, regaling themselves by the aid of clean-licked fingers, 
their besmeared faces giving silent but expressive voice to feel
ings of gratitude for the unexpected treat. 

At Williamsto,vn ,ve remained until Sunday morning to give 
us rest, being no,v under protection of the gunboats. Many 
,vere here obliged to go into a ten1porary hospital established in 
one of the houses, Colonel Stevenson being among the number. 
Yesterday, forty more from our regiment, entirely used up, ,vere 
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put upon gunboats at Hamilton. Other regiments suffered pro
portionately more than ours, the youth of our 111en proving n1ore 
elastic in recovery from the eff ccts of hardship and privations. 
Our long marches at Readville, too, which at the time ·seemed 
so unnecessary, had done n1uch to toughen and prepare us for 
this kind of ,vork. 

It being considered unwise to leave the protection of the gun
boats, instead of marching us back to \Vashington ,ve ,vere to 
continue do,vn by the R.oanoke River to Plymouth, about twenty
t,vo miles away. Therefore at daylight Sunday ,ve resumed the 
road. N ot\vithstanding our rest, we ,vere still lame and unfit to 
n1arch, and must have resembled a host of beggars. Those in 
the ,vorst condition ,vere placed at the head of the column ,vhere 
marching is easier, and 1nany officers kindly gave up their horses 
for them to ride, ,vhile they varied their o,vn experience by pro
ceeding on foot. vValking limbered our joints and took the stiff
ness from our limbs, and after the halt for dinner, the roads being 
much improved, the near approach of the termination of our jour
ney revived our spirits, and one or two breaking forth in song, 
the others joyously took up the refrain, and "vVe 're going home" 
was rendered ,vith deep and appreciative feeling. 

At four in the afternoon ,ve filed into a cornfield as usual to 
encamp, and the invalids, Assistant-Surgeon Fisher being no,\· 
among that number, ,vere co1nfortably established in a neigh
boring farm-house. The day had been fine, the air cool and 
bracing·, and the marching, on account of better roads, much 
easier. The moon arose bright and charn1ing, and ·with serious 
feelings the officers and n1en assembled around the fire at head
quarters, ,vhere hymns ,vere sung. Chaplain f-Jall offered prayer, 
and afterward addressed us, impressively alluding to the com
rades ,ve had lost and the hardships . ,ve had shared. At the 
close ,ve broke up and retired, much overcon1e by the novel 
scene and otir reflections. 

The following morning ,ve started early, and halted just outside 
the to,vn of Plymouth at noon. The ,veather ,vas fine, and many 
embraced the opportunity of taking a bath in the river. The 
transports expected her~ to convey us to Ne,v Berne not hav-
ing arrived, ,ve ,vere again introduced to a cornfield to use for 
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our mattress. Our f orn1er good spirits had now fully returned, 
and ,ve looked f onvard to a happy arrival at our comf ortablc 
barracks. 

Some got a chance to enter and vie,v the to,vn, ,vhich ,vas 
found to be, like \iVashington, picturesque. The trees overhung 
the streets, and 1neeting formed a vista like the nave prolonged 
of a Gothic cathedral, and the houses ,vith chimneys built on the 
outside, gathered in at the ~e.cond story, many of the~1 covered 
,vith ivy, seemed homelike and cosey. 

The next day, Tuesday, Novenlber I 1, at noon, our regiment em
barked on the transports " Collins " and " Northerner," the f ormcr 
having the schooner "Recruit" in to,v, carrying a portion of an
other regiment. Soon by some mis1nanagement the schooner ,vas 
upon a shoal, over ,vhich the captain of the " Collins " attempted 
to haul her, thereby quickly getting her into a bad position. 
Colonel Lee ordered hin1 to shift the ha,vser and pull her off stern 
first, ,vhich the captain refused to do, ,vhereupon the colonel at 
once put him under arrest .and sent him to his cabin. General 
Foster, coining up in the "Pilot-boy," approved this action, and 
gave charge of the " Collins " to the captain of the " Recruit," 
,vhich ,vas soon taken off the shoal and proceeded on its ,vay 
,vith the rest do,vn the river. The behavior of the captain of the 
" Collins'' aroused suspicion in all n1inds, for he seemed in no 
hurry to relieve the vessel from her condition, ,vhere in case of 
an attack ,ve ,vould have been in a very embarrassing situation. 
He, ho,vever, professed great indignation at his arrest and con
finement, and informed the colonel that he intended to " meet 
him on the field of honor," and also in the courts of la,v. 

Our run do,vn the river ,vas greatly enjoyed; for though the 
banks ,vere low, yet the gro,vth of trees, shrubs, and brakes, -
the former draped ,vith moss, - and the richly-colored reeds, 
foliage, and grasses, rendered it pleasant to the vie,v . 
. That night ,ve cast anchor, but early on Wednesday morning 

,ve again steamed a,vay through Albemarle Sound, passing Roan
oke Island, into Pamlico Sound. The "Northerner" ran upon 
a bar and ,vas compelled to ,vait some hours before it could be 
got off. Soon it ,vas again fast, and all ,vere taken aboard another 
steamer until it ,vas relieved. The day ,vas fine, and the monoto-
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nous sound fron1 the engines, combined ,vith our fatigue, caused 
us to pass the time in charming rest and dozing. In the night the 
" Northerner " once more ,vas aground, and about ninety horses 
aboard were taken upon another boat before she could be floated. 

After another day upon the ,vater, at half-past eight on Thurs
day night, those upon this vessel, because of its drawing too 
much ,vater to get to the ,vharf, ,vere taken upon the " M. S. 
Allison," and at about nine were safely landed at N e,v Berne, 
,vhen they hastened to the barracks, ,vhere, to their joy and sur
prise, a princely supper of baked beans, fried onions, s,veet 
potatoes, hot coffee, and hard-tack awaited them, prepared by the 
boys ,vho had been left in charge. Joyously and ravenously they 
set to and devoured the repast, filled ,vith gratitude for their 
present relief from hardship. 

The boys upon the " Collins" did not land ~ntil daylight on 
the next day, November 14, when they too were treated to .a 
generous meal at their barracks, ,vhich was truly a " break fast " 
for them. 

They had just been experiencing lively times at N e,v Berne, a 
serious attack having been made at various points and the pickets 
driven in. But the enemy had ·delayed too long, for many of 
the troops connected ,vith our expedition having returned were 
immediately sent out to repel them, and the iron-clad car " Moni
tor" ran up on the railroad and shelled the woods, driving them 
off ,vith some loss. Our casualties were one man killed of the 
T,venty-fourth Massachusetts, and six wounded. 

Thus ,vas accomplished our first expedition. Its object, to 
destroy the iron-clad ran1 "Albemarle," then constructing at Tar
boro', to save Plymouth from capture by the enemy, and if 
possible to entrap the force gathering for that purpose, ,vas but 
partially successful, as they ,vere too ,vary and strong for us. 
But ,ve gained valuable experience, ,vhich ,vas well calculated to 
try our mettle as soldiers. Under our baptism of fire ,ve had 
stood firm and unflinching. I'hough by the blunder of an _offi
cious staff officer overruling the previous order of the colonel 
our t\vo right flank companies, unsuspicious of danger, ,vere 
1nassed in the ,vaters of the creek just before the sheltered 
ene1ny, yet they hardly ,vavered under the murderous volley so 

C) 
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suddenly poured into them, but rushed forward ,vith enthusiasm 
,vithout ,vaiting for orders. Of our demeanor, at an inspection 
had immediately after our return, General Foster took occasion 
to say publicly that ,ve " behaved like veterans." In marching-, 
too, the best did not surpass us, and in every manner ,ve won 
the praises of our commanding officers, as also the estee1n and 
respect of the older regiments. 1'he good humor manifested by 
our boys under adverse circun1stances dre,v forth re1nark. Toil-
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ing weary miles over the ,vorst of roads, ,vith blistered feet and 
clothing saturated by ,vater from the skies above and s,vamps 
beneath, with no prospect ahead more cheering than that of a 
bivouac under the -open sky, upon the damp and frosty earth, 
often some genial comrade ,vould enliven the spirits of his com
panions by a ,vitty remark, or make them forget their discom
forts by breaking forth in melody to be contagiously taken 
up in chorus by all. In that dismal s,vamp on our return march, 
closed in by the gloom of the surrounding ,voods and the night,
on such an occasion, the " Old l.Vlountain Tree " ,vas rendered 
with such feeling that it left an impression ,vhich ,vill never be 
effaced. 

The friendship entered into upon this march behveen us and 
the other regiments of our brigade, strengthened by subsequent 
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con1mon hardships and dangers, will never be severed. Dear 
to us always will be our comrades of the Fifth Rhode Island, 
Tenth Connecticut, and T,venty-fourth 1V1assachusett~; and " Lit
tle Creek," " R.awle's l\1ill," and the " Tarboro' March" ,vill 
ever be subjects of interest to the survivors of the lVIassachusetts 
Forty-fourth. · 
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CHAPTER VII. 

GOLDSBORO' EXPEDITION. 

ARLY on Thursday · n1orning, 
Dec. I I, I 862, all ,vas life 
and bustle in camp, the final 
touches ,vere given to our 
preparations made the day 
before, and by 6 A. l\I. regi
mental line ,vas formed. But 

~~~~~~~--~~~~ 

our start soon proved rather 
the prelude to one of those 
tedious waits that often accom
pany the moving of a large 
force except when near the 

enemy; and, for our field of operations, it was indeed a large 
force that ,vas now about to cut loose from its base, and, relying 
largely upon the resources of the country, to penetrate into the 
interior of the Old North State. 

Th~ brigade of ,vhich ,ve formed a part ,vas composed of the 
Twenty-fourth and Forty-fourth Massachusetts, Fifth Rhode 
Island, and Tenth Connecticut Regin1ents, and ,vas co1n1nanded 
by Colonel Stevenson~ The rest of our force consisted of Colonel 
H. C. Lee's brigade, the Fifth, Twenty-fifth, Third, Forty-sixth, 
and T,venty-seventh l\!assachusetts Regiments; Colonel Amory's 
brigade, the Seventeenth, T\venty-third, Forty-third, Forty-fifth 
and Fifty-first Massachusetts Regiments; Brigadier-General \Ves
sell's brigade, the Eighty-fifth, Ninety-second, Ninety-sixth N e,v 
York, Eighty-fifth, One H unclrcd and First, One Hundred and 
Third Pennsylvania Regiments. Also the Ninth Ne,v Jersey In
fantry and I'hird Ne,v York Cavalry; six batteries of the Third 
N c,v York Artillery, and Belger's Battery of the First Rhode 
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Island Artillery, with sections of T,venty-third and T,venty-fourth 
N·e,v York Independent Batteries, numbering in all about ten 
thousand infantry, forty guns and six hundred and forty cavalry, 
and all under the personal con1mand of Major-General J. G. 
Foster. 

Our previous expedition had inspired us ,vith absolute confi
dence in the skill and resource of our conunander, and ,ve ,vere 
ready to be led ,vherever he chose, confident that ,vith him suc
cess ,vas certain. 

vV e beguiled the tedium of our various halts ,vith stories of our 
. . 

last expedition and conjectures on ,vhat the Rebs might have in 
store for us. Proverbially light-hearted as the soldier fortunately 
is, we joked each other on this or that peculiarity of outfit ,vhich 
our late experiences had taught us ,vas useful; but indeed ,ve 
,vere carrying much more than before, for fifty rounds of cart
ridges, instead of forty, had been served out to each man, besides 
his ,voollen blanket, overcoat, and ,vell-filled knapsack. 

At last, by 2 P. ~!., our part of the line ,vas fairly started, and 
we kept on ,vithout noticeable incident till about 7 P. 1\1., ,vhen we 
halted for the night. Being to,vards the rear of the column, the 
camp-fires of the troops in advance of us ,vere blazing in all direc
tions as ,ve turned into the cornfield ,vhere ,ve ,vere to bivouac. 
Place yourself in one of our public squares at night and see the 
long lines of gaslights radiating in half a dozen directions; then 
imagine each light a camp-fire, each street a regimental or brigade 
line rising and falling ,vith the undulations of the ground, horses 
neighing, men shouting, the great ,vhite-topped ,vagons of the 
supply-train dra,vn up in line, the flames here shooting high and 
there turned to glowing embers, and for a background the dark 
night ,vith the sentinel pacing to and fro, and you have a ,vild 
and inspiring scene, such as greeted us; but ,ve soon fell into our 
proper position, and ourselves became part of the scene, eager to 
put an end to our cold and hunger. The middle of the day and 
early afternoon had been very hot, so oppressive that many nearly 
fainted ; but at dark it gre,v cold, and ,vater froze in our canteens 
during the night. Camp-fires, ho,vever, made us con1fortable;. 
and ,vith our feet to the fire and plenty of fence-rails both for bed 
and fuel, ,ve slept soundly till early reveille. 
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On Friday the column started by sunrise, but it was not till 
about half-past nine that our regiment n1oved out from the field. 
Our march ,vas a hard one. The roads were muddy, and as the 
column will ahvays open out at a mud-hole, so when it comes to 
good travelling again, the lost ground must be regained; thus we 
had a succession of halts and double-quick, with mud and water 
bet,veen. Our strong pioneer force did capital service this day 
in clearing the road of the felled trees ,vith ,vhich the R.ebels had 
sought to delay our progress. lVI uch of our way also ,vas through 
deep sand; and indeed ,ve had specimens of the several compo
nent parts of the foundations of the State; namely, sand, clay, 
and water. 

We halted for dinner about one P. M., but before we could get 
our fires ready to boil our coffee the order came, "FaII in, Forty
f ourth, lively! '' and .,ve ,vere hurried off t\vo ~r three miles on 
the double-quick. Early in the afternoon our adjutant told us we 
,vere ,vithin five miles of Kinston, and should march but a short 
distance farther that night, - tantalizing information indeed it 
proved to be; for it ,vas not until ten o'clock that ,ve bivouacked 
for the night, and then ,ve had nejther seen nor heard anything 
of Kinston. 

All this ,vas better understood a few days later, when we learned 
that the enemy had felled trees, planted cannon, dug rifle-pits, and 
in various ,vays had prepared to meet us and drive us back on 
the main road ; while our ever-ready General Foster had learned 
of their plans, and at daylight had sent out some cavalry who had 
a skirmish ,vith the enemy about four miles beyond our camp. 
Con1ing to a cross-road known as Vine S,vamp road, three com
panies of this cavalry pushed rapidly up the n1ain road to,vards 
Kinston _and found the bridge over Beaver Creek partially 
destroyed. Hastily repairing this, and leaving a regiment of 
infantry- the Fifty-first Massachusetts-and a section of the 
T,venty-third N e,v York Battery, ,vhich had no,v come up, to 
hold the bridge, the cavalry kept on, occasionally skirmishing 
and keeping up the sho,v of an advancing fore~, ,vhile the main 
body turned off by the Vine S,vamp road. 

To continue this digression: the next day, Saturday, a detach
ment ,vas sent up another road to engage the attention of the 
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cnen1y, and at Southwest Creek, about six 111ilcs from Kinston, 
foun<l then1 posted in force, but after a sharp fight drove them 
fron1 their position and took one gun. Sonic R.cbels who had 
fled into the woods can1e in and gave themselves up. The dc
tachn1ent slept on the wet ground in sight of the enen1y's fires, 
but were not allowed any for then1selves. 

-q;,,; .iffiflllnffl:IDM 
rJ ·r.-1-:t1 _.. 

I 
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But to resume the account of our o,vn special movements. We 
left camp on Saturday about 8.30 A. 1\1. and marched till 1_ P. l\f., 

,vhen ,ve turned into a cornfield and formed line of battle in rear 
of a battery. In front of us ,vas a thick ,vood in ,vhich the enemy 
,vere supposed to be. Soon we heard heavy cannonading at the 
front, ,vith dense smoke. After ,vaiting in suspense for about 
t\vo hours, momentarily expecting orders to move, we ,vere told 
to prepare to camp, and as fires were not to be allo,ved, a squad 
,vas detailed to cut pine boughs for shelter. Fortunately for us, 
ho,vever, the prohibition against fires ,vas aftenvards removed. 
Provisions ,vere nearly out, but the quartermaster issued fresh 
rations ,vhen the ,vagons came up, so ,ve passed a comfortable 
night. Sunday morning ,ve left camp soon after eight o'clock, 
and after marching about five miles, occasionally hearing heavy 
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cannonading ahead, ,vc turned into a cornfield in support of a 
battery. After a short time ,ve returned to the road, and n1arch
ing past a thick piece of ,voods, turned into another cornfield on 
our right and again formed in support of a battery. l\1Ieantin1c 
the firing at the front grew louder and n1ore distinct every n10-
ment, and unslinging our knapsacks and leaving them in charge 
of one man of each con1pany, ,ve prepared to move on to,vards 
the front. 

To make more clear the position and the action in ,vhich we 
,vere no,v about to take a part, though not a leading one, it is 
necessary to go back a little. 

Directly in front of the position ,vhich ,ve then occupied, the 
upland sloped do,vn through a piece of ,voods on the right of the 
road to a narro,v belt of s,v_amp, ,vhich ,vas thick ,vith small trees, 
vines, briers, and all the luxuriant and tangled growth of a South
ern jungle; beyond the s,vamp the ground rose very slightly, just 
enough to clear the ,vater, and became a nearly flat plain, covered 
on the right of the road ,vith an open growth of heavy pine-trees, 
each large enough to afford considerable protection to a sharp
shooter. Near the road, in this gi:ove of pines, and perhaps. three 
hundred feet beyond the swamp, ,vas a rudely built church, giv
ing an admirable shelter to the enemy. A short distance further 
on ,vas the river, running at right angles to•the road, and crossed 
by a bridge. On the hither side of the river, across the road from 
the ,vood, the ground rose into an open cornfield ,vhich stretched 
away to the river-bank, rising slightly ,vithout interruption except 
for a trifling eartlnvork just at the bank of the stream, ,vhich all 
along here ,vas t\venty or thirty feet belo,v the level of the fields. 

The action (to ,vhich ,vas given the name of the battle of 
Kinston) began by our force, ,vith \Vessell's brigade in front, 
advancing down the road and being n1et and checked by the 
enemy, ,vho ,vere posted on both sides of the road beyond the 
swamp. A line ,vas then deployed on the right of the road, 
on our side of the s,vamp, and ,vas slo,vly and persistently moved 
forward to meet the ene1ny, ,vho ,vere in strong force; and upon 
our brave fello,vs, struggling knee to ,vaist deep in the mud-holes 
and tangled in the vines and briers of the s,van1p, their fire rained 
with pitiless and 1nost destructive violence. Follo,ving the Tenth 
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Connecticut and Forty-fifth lVIassachusetts, the right wing of our 
regirnent pushed its way through the s,van1p and joined the left 
,ving, which n1eantime had led the ,vay down the road and had 
f orn1ed line in the cornfield on the left and beyond the water. 
Almost at that 1noment there ,vas a loud shout in front, and ,vc 
sa,v the gallant T'enth Connecticut, with other troops, in hot pur
suit of the enen1y towards the bridge. So close ,vas the pursuit, 
that though the enemy succeeded in firing the bridge,-for which 
they had made full preparation,- yet our tnen soon extinguished 

it and crossed over, passing the charred body of the poor fello,v 
,vhose duty it ha~ been to set the fire, but ,vho, struck by our 
bullets, had fallen into the flames he himself had kindled. Our 
advance pressed on to the to,vn, but the Forty-fourth had to 
march back for its knapsacks; and ,vhen ,ve returned to the 
bridge ,ve had to ,vait some time before crossing, and 1nany of 
us talked ,vith the R.ebel prisoners ,vhom ,ve found ,vaiting there 
also. 1~hey seemed perfectly n1iserable, and several said that 
they ,vere quite ready to take the oath of allegiance. 

The road on our side of the bridge ,vas at right angles ,vith the 
river, but on the other side divided right and left, ,vith a consid
erable earthwork ,vith six guns opposite the end of the bridge, 
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and a long line of rifle-pits stretching clown river to the right. 
The ene111y retreated in great confusion, most of then1 to the left 
to,vards the town, but a considerable portion to the right do,vn 
the river-bank. vVe followed the left-hand road towards I(inston, 
and all along it was strewn ,vith their trappings, which they had 
thro,vn away in their flight, - blankets ( an old comforter or a 
piece of carpet), haversacks, canteens, cartridge-boxes, etc. 

vVe marched directly into the town. ·It ,vas a remarkably 
pretty place, ,vell laid out, ,vith broad streets at right angles, 
neatly painted houses, ,vell-kept yards, and a decided air of thrift 
about it. In the street ,vere huge piles of corn and cotton burn
ing; but the houses ,vere unharmed, and their occupants had 
n1ostly remained. The railroad station had been fired, but ,vas ex
tinguished before much damage had been done; and after march
ing about to,vn some time, ,ve formed in line near this station 
to support a couple of batteries ,vhich ,vere shelling the outskirts 
of the town. Presently they started along the road leading 
beyond the to,vn, shelling occasionally as they advanced, and 
,ve after them. After about a mile of this we all returned and 
bivouacked near the station. A ,veil-stocked grocery-store near 
by ,vas confiscated to our use; and many a man \\·ill remember 
the ,velcome corn-dodger, baked on a shingle and s,veetened with 
molasses, with ,vhich he regaled himself that night. 

vVe aftenvards learned that General Foster, after our occupa
tion of the to,vn, had sent a staff officer with a flag of truce to 
General Evans, commanding the Confederate forces, summoning 
him to surrender. This, however, General Evans declined to do, 
and moved back for the night to a strong position at Falling 
Creek, about six miles from I(inston, to\vards Goldsboro'. 

N·ext n1orning ,ve recrossed the bridge, and. passing the scene .. 
of the previous day's fight, took the road for vVhitehall and Golds-

. ' 
boro'. vVe realized then, even 1nore than ,ve did the day before, 
what an iron rain ,ve had passed through ; for the pine-trees 
around the church ,verc literally riddled, and in many cases cut 
in two, by the shot ,vhich had poured upon thetn. Our march 
that day, of about fifteen miles, n1ostly throu_gh sandy, fatiguing 
roads enlivened by an occasional ford, ,vas ,vithout special inci
dent; and to,vards dark ,ve turned into a cornfield, and foraging 
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parties having replenished our scanty larder, ,ve got our suppers 
and slept in peace. 

The follo,ving 1norning, Tuesday the I 6th, ,ve broke can1p as 
usual, but had gone a short distance only, ,vhen, about nine o'clock, 
heavy firing began. Advancing slo,vly, ,ve at length _ turned to 
the left into a path ,vhich ,vound through a rather open wood, up 
a slight ascent and on to a ridge overlooking a cornfield, beyond 
,vhich ,vas a thin belt of ,voods bordering on the Neuse River. 
1,he road ,vhich ,ve had just left kept along the flat land and 
crossed the river by a bridge, near which the Rebels ,vere build
ing a gunboat. The fe,v houses scattered along this road, and 
mainly on the other side of the river, formed the vi~lage of vVhite
hall. We marched through the open ,vood, receiving on our 
flank a _heavy fire of shot and shell from the batteries across the 
river. One shot crashed through our ranks, instantly killing hvo 
men of Company A. · Reaching the crest of the ridge, ,v~ turned 
sharp to the right, came do,vn into the cornfield, crossed it, and 
formed line along a rail fence at the edge of the ,voods bordering 
the river. I-Iere for nearly b,ro hours ,ve received the fir.e of the 
batteries and the sharpshooters ,vho ,vere posted in the trees 
across the river, but ,vith little opportunity ourselves to make 
any effective return. At last ,ve ,vere ,vithdra,vn, after son1e loss 
in killed and ,vounded, and posted in rear of Belger's Rhode 
Island Battery, ,vhich began shelling the other side of the river. 
When at last the Rebel batteries ,vere silenced, and nothing ,vas 
heard from the enemy but the occasional fire of their sharp
shooters, then our. batteries ,vere ,vithdra,vn, a fe,v of our men 
,vere detailed as sharpshooters to keep the enen1y em ployed, and 
the force resumed its march. 

Among the numerous incidents of the ~ay _,vas the follo,ving, 
the truth of which many of our regiment can doubtless vouch for: 
One of our men, while lying behind the rail fence, ,vas struck by 
a Rebel bullet; clasping his hand to his side, he felt his life-blood 
gushing from the ,vound. His captain approached, and to him 
the soldier ,vhispered the ,vords of fare,vell which he ,vished sent 
to his friends after his spirit had departed. The captain, failing 
to see any blood, asked ,vhere he was wounded. "A bullet right 
through my side, captain ; I kno,v there 's no hope." " I don't 
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see any blood,'' the captain replied; "perhaps you are not hit as 
hard as you think.'' " \t\That ! no blood ! " cried he, his voice 
gaining sudden strength and for the. first time looking at his side. 
The dying 1nan suddenly ca111e to life, and seizing his musket 
resumed his place. A Rebel bullet had shot away the top of his 

. canteen; the ,vater ,vas warm, and pouring over his hand, he im
agined it to be blood, and so dictated his last will and testament. 

That night ,ve enca1nped near a small settlement about eight 
miles from Goldsboro'. During the night, ,vhich for our o,vn 
regiment ,vas a quiet and uneventful one, active preparations were 
being made on both sides for the struggle, ,vhich all expected to 
come the next day, for the possession of the railroad bridge, -
the key of communication between the Confederate army in Vir
ginia and its Southern sources of supply. The destruction of this 
bridge ,vas, in fact, the n1ain object of our ,vhole expedition. 

The Confederate General Gustavus W. Smith, then in con1mand 
of the Department of North Carolina and Southeast Virginia, had 
for s01ne days been telegraphing urgently to his Secretary of vVar 
for reinforcements for Goldsboro' and vicinity, and had been 
promised six regiments and two batteries from Richmond, three 
regiments from Petersburg and its vicinity, and ·five thousand 
infantry and three batteries from Beauregard, then at Charles
ton, S. C. The Petersburg reinforcement had arrived on the morn
ing of the 16th, the day of the action at vVhitehall; but only one 
regiment of infantry, with six hundred dismounted cavalry and 
a battery, all !lnder command of General Robertson, had taken 
part in that engagement. General Evans in the mean tin1e had 
returned to Kinston, in the expectation of crossing the Neuse 
bridge and harassing our rear. Finding, ho,vever, that ,ve had 
destroyed the bridge, Evans returned and ,vas ordered to report 
at Goldsboro', ,vhere he arrived early on the morning of the 
I 7th. Meantin1e, ,ve on our side ,vere not idle. Five· companies 
of the 1'hird New York Cavalry, ,vith a couple of pieces of artil
lery of the T,venty-third N e,v York, had been sent towards the 
railroad south of Goldsboro' and struck it at Mount Olive sta
tion, about fourteen miles from Goldsboro', in the direction of 
Wilmington. The little village ,vas taken completely by surprise, 
the track was torn up, station and ,vater-tanks destroyed, and the 



142 FORTY-FOURTH :\IASSACHUSETTS INFA?\TRY. 

work of destruction con1plcted by detachments sent up and do,vn 
the road for several n1ilcs. By midnight all these outlying parties 
had returned to the main body. 

The position and action of the opposing forces on the I 7th ,vas 
as follows: On the south side of the river, near the railroad bridr-e 

0 

and in the line of our advance, lay Clingman's Brigade of infantry 
and artillery. In his rear, to,vards the county bridge, which ,vas 
about half a mile higher up stream, Evans's Brigade ,vas posted. 
On the north side of the river, artillery was posted at both bridges, 
and also at a bend in the stream behveen then1, so as to bring 
an enfilading fire to bear on the southern approach to the railroad 
bridge. Having little or no cavalryt the enemy early in the day 
had made a reconnoissance in force ,vith infantry, and soon dis
covered our approach.· 

At early da,vn our force had moved forward and taken up a 
commanding position on high ground about a mile from the river, 
from ,vhich position our artillery began to pour a destructive fire 
upon the enemy on both sides of the strean1. Meantin1e a portion 
of our infantry, under cover of our artillery fire, advanced across 
the open fields to,vards the high embankment of the railroad, and 
for a ,vhile the struggle for the possession of this important posi
tion ,vas severe, both sides fighting ,vith great obstinacy. The en
e1ny was finally driven back, Evans retiring by the county bridge 
and Clingman by the railroad bridge. As soon as the latter had 
crossed, their battery at the other end of the bridge ,vas pointed 
directly do,vn the track, and in face of this murderous direct fire, 
and of the fire from the flanking battery up stream, volunteer 
after volunteer advanced to set fire to the bridge. At last Lieuten
ant Graham of the I\venty-third N e,v York Battery, acting as aide 
to Colonel Heckman of the Ninth New Je~sey, who commanded 
the advance, succeeded in firing the structure and it ,vas soon 
enveloped in flan1es. 

Our o,vn part in this battle ,vas simply that of spectators ; and 
it ,vas indeed a sight rarely to be seen except in pictures of battles. 
Our brigade was posted on rising ground, overlooking the low 
land bordering the river, through ,vhich ran the railroad embank
n1ent leading from the bridge. Belo,v us, in full, vie,v, ,vere the 
bodies of troops moving hither and thither, ,vhile the incessant 
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boon1 of cannon, the rattle of n1uskctry, the screaming of shells, 
the smoke, no\v obscu~ing no,v revealing the action, - all com
bined to n1ake a scene ,ve shall never forget. \Vhen the volumes 
of smoke_ rising fron1 the bridge sho,ved us that the final object of 
our expedition was at last accomplished, ,ve kne,v what ,vas to 
follo,v, and our o,vn brigade commander, our loved Tom Steven
son, dra,ving his sword half ,vay from its scabbard and thrusting 
it back again, called out to us, "We '11 go home, boys, ,ve '11 go 
home ! " Such shouting as arose when the order came down the 
line, " Fall in, sling knapsacks, by the right flank countermarch, 
and you 're bound home," had never been heard before in that 
lonely country; and the cheers ,ve gave General Foster, whom we 
passed just as ,ve filed into the road hon1e,vard bound, were wild 
enough to awaken all the echoes of the Old North State. 

Though the batteries ,vere still keeping up an occasional shell
ing, yet ,ve all supposed the battle ,vas virtually over, and our 
brigade had marched perhaps a mile and a half ,vhen we heard 
the cannonading fiercely resumed, and along the line came the 
order to countermarch; and back we went on the double-quick 
nearly to our former position. 

It seems that the enen1y, after the destruction of the railroad 
bridge, determined if possible to save the county bridge and its 
communications, and for that purpose despatched a strong force 
under General Evans to cross the bridge and advance to feel our 
position. It ,vas their intention to attack us on both ,vings at 
once and to turn our flank. lVIeantime, ho,vever, our force ,vas 
moving off, returning to\vards Kinston; and as the enemy came 
in sight only one battery and a sn1all force of infantry and cavalry 
appeared opposed to them. Thereupon the Fifty-first and Fifty• 
second North Carolina Regiments of the Confederates were or
dered to charge and take our battery. On they came, almost a 
perfect line, in gallant style; the cool and determined officer in 
con1n1and of Morrison's Battery ,vaited till they ,vere ,vithin very 
short distance, ,vhen he gave the order to fire ; the guns belched 
forth their deadly missiles, and the advancing ranks ,vere mo,vn 
down like grain. Re-forming, they again and again advanced, 
only to be pitilessly slaughtered by the intrepid and relent
less battery. Mean,vhile Belger's Battery had returned nea~ to 
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Morrison's position, and at once opened fire to the left, ,vhere the 
,voods ,vere lined ,vith Rebel infantry. The enemy then replied 
with a ,vell-directed fire from a concealed battery. Riggs's Bat
tery ,vas then ordered to Belger's left, and after an hour of vigor
ous cannonading the fire of the enemy, both musketry and 
artillery, was silenced, and the fight ,vas over. 

-After remaining for some time in suspense in this our last 
position, ,ve were ordered to resume our home,vard n1arch. 

Some,vhat less light-hearted than ,ve 
had been some hours before ,vhen 
first turning our steps homeward, ,ve 
no,v trudged on, till to,vards night 
,ve reached our previous camping 
ground and there bivouacked. 

Next day ,ve continued our march, 
,vearily for the n1ost part, the road 
sometimes a mere cause,vay through 
a s,vamp, sometimes behveen neg
lected corn or cotton fields, some
times through fores ts of blazing 
trees, ,vhose ,_flarning trunks of resi
nous pine ,vere like colossal torch
es; enlivening ourselves ,vith songs, 
,vhile occasionally a band ,vould 
strike up and make our march easier, 

as ,ve insensibly fell into a steady s,ving in time to the music. 
The cheering and inspiriting effect of music, which the history of 
many a campaign often recites, was time and again realized by us 
as ,ve plodded along through sombre forest or dreary clearing, 
the excitement of battle over, ,vearily longing for the end of our 
tramp and for ,vhat then seemed to us the unspeakable comfort 
of -our old barracks. That night ,ve halted not far from Kinston, 
and next morning, proceeding nearly up to the to,vn, took the 
main road to,vards N e,v Berne by ,vhich the Rebels had expected 
us to come ,vhen ,ve started out on our march, but ,vhich the 
wariness and strategic skill of our General Foster had avoided, -
though he kept up a show of advance upon it, - thus rendering 
useless the very considerable def enc es and obstacles ,vhich the 
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R.ebels had prepared for us, and which we now saw in reverse as 
,ve tnarched for hon1c. rfhat night ,ve all understood that New 
Berne ,vas only about twenty miles distant, so n1aking a start 
about seven o'clock the next n1orning we pushed on; but the 
,vay seemed longer and longer, and as the afternoon ,vore away 
,ve were still an unknown distance fron1 the town. The colonel 
halted us and said that all ,vho wished it n1ight push on ,vith him 
for camp; but the others 1night stop where they were for the 
night. lVIany of us kept on, and about eight o'clock ·that Satur
day night the lights in our old barracks came in sight, and soon 
,ve were greeted by the fe,v comrades ,vho had been left be
hind, unable frotn sickness or other causes to go ,vith us, and 

. ,vere cheered by the enlivening 1nusic of our ne,v regin1ental' 
band ,vhich Drum-major Babcock had been training during our 
absence. 

The next morning the stragglers came in, and excepting only 
those ,vhom death or ,vounds had taken from us, ,ve ,vere all at 
home again and our expedition ,vas over. I ts labors and achieve
ments are co1nmemorated in the follo,ving General Order, ,vhich 
was read on dress parade, Jan. 17,-1863, namely: -

General Orders, 1Vo. 18. 

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 

NEW BERNE, Jan. 15, 1863. 

In consideration of, and as a reward for, their brave deeds at Kinston, 
\Vhitehall, and Goldsboro', the Commanding General directs that the 
regiments and batteries which accompanied the expedition to Goldsboro' 
inscribe upon their banners these three victories, 

K1NsroN, Dec. 14, 1862. 

\VHITEHALL, Dec. 16, 1862. 

GOLDSBORO', Dec. r 7, 1862. 

The Commanding General hopes that all fields in future will be so fought 
t~at the record of them may be kept by inscription on the banners of the 
regiments engaged. 

SOUTHARD HOF'F'l\IAN, 

Assistant Arl/ttlant-General. 

l3y com1nand of 
Major-General J. G. FOSTER. 

The casualties of the Federal troops on this expedition were as 
follo,vs: Officers, killed 4, \\rounded I 9; enlisted men, killed 88, 
,vounded 468, missing 12: total 591. 

IO 
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1'he compiler of this chapter has drawn freely from numerous 
and interesting letters of various n1embers of the regiment, and 
from the following publications: " vVearing of the Blue," " Sol
diering in North Carolina," " I-I istory of Ninth New Jersey," 
" Confederate vVar Papers by General G. \V. Smith; " and fron1 
advance sheets of Governn1ent vVar R.ecords, both Union and 
Confederate. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

THE PLYl\IOUTH EXPEDITION. 

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NORTH CAROLINA, 

18TH ARMY CORPS, NEW BERNE, Jan. 31, 1863. 

OLONEL FRANCIS L. LEE, Co111mandi11g 
Fort_y -fourth Massachusetts Volunteer 
Militia: 

COLONEL, -You will en1bark your com
mand to-morrow n1orning at 7 o'clock 
on the stean1er '' Northerner " and pro• 
ceecl dire~tly to Plyn1outh, N. C. 

The " Massasoit " will be at the wharf 
at the foot of Middle Street for the pur
pose of transferring your regiment to the 
"Northerner." 

U pan your arrival at that place you will 
assun1e comn1and of the post, and imn1edi

ately after consultation with Captain Flusser, United 
States Navy; and l\fajor Bartholomew, Twenty-seventh 
l\1assachusetts Volunteers, take the necessary steps to 

drive in the enen1y's pickets. 
It is reported here that the enemy is in force (about 1,000) at James

ville. Should you find this report corroborated by the information you 
may receive at Plymouth, you will advance on that place and whip the 
ene1ny ; and if upon consultation with the above officers it should be 
deemed advisable, you are authorized to advance as far as ,vmiamston. 

It is necessary that the advance should be 1nacle very shortly after your 
arrival, so that the.-enemy n1ay not receive information of your arrival at 
the place ; and you are therefore advised to close the lines. 

Captain Flusser, United States Navy, will furnish you with some boat 
howitzers and crews, and he, as well as l\fajor Bartholomew, are strongly 
recommended to you from their long experience at the post. 
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1'Iuch of course n1ust be left to your own discretion, and the greatest 
confidence is placed in your judgment and abilities. The general's desire 
is to drive the ene1uy back and prevent their annoying our forces at 
Ply1nouth. 

Yours very respectfully, 
SOUTHARD HOFF~IAN, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 

In obedience to this order the regiment was in line at 7.30 
next morning, February I (Sunday), and soon n1_oved to the 
,vharf in N e,v Berne, ,vhcnce ,ve ,vcrc transferred to the steamer 
"Northerner,"._ of blessed n1en1ory, -,vhich ,vas ,vaiting to re

ceive us. We soon started, and, following the well-kno,vn course 

through Pan1lico Sound, past Roanoke Island, anchoring for the 
night, next day keeping on through Albemarle Sound ii1to the 
mouth of R.oanoke R.iver, and, as the shores dre,v nearer, between 
s,vamps of lo,v trees and shrubs, bordered ,vith golden rice, pine 
,voods, cornfields, and solitary houses, at 4 P. ~r. on Monday, . 
the 2d, ,ve made fast to the ,vharf at Plymouth. Since our pre
vious visit in November Plyn1outh had suffered the fortune of 
,var. Then it was a pleasant, peaceful to,vn, upon which the 

shadow of s.trife had not fallen. A n1onth later it had been 
raided and partially burned by the R.ebel cavalry, and no,v the 
scars ,vere deep and black upon it. 

But ,vhy ,vere we here? Rumor told of Rebel forces ,vho ,vere 

building eartlnvorks, and possibly gunboats, at R.ainbo\v Bluff 
(the Rebels called it Rainbo,v Bend), some 1niles farther up the 

river, 1 and that ,ve ,vere to move upon them in the morning. 
But ,ve lay at the ,vharf that night. The evening was brilliant 

,vith the light of a full moon, the atmosphere soft and pleasant. 
The band on deck played, the darkies on shore danced around 

1 That this rumor was not unfounded, witness a letter from Colonel J. F. Gilmer, 
of the Confederate Engineer Bureau, to Colonel \Valter Cwynn, commanding de• 
fences in eastern North Carolin;-i., which says (under date of No,·. 3, 1862 -three 
months before our trip to Plymouth) : " I am glad to hear that so satisfactory a posi
tion for the defence of the Roanoke River has been found at Rainbow Bend. The 
line of infantry to co,·er one and one-half miles to the pond, causing the enemy to 
make a detour of fifteen miles, seems a good suggestion. It is not possible at present 
to furnish a11 the armament required; sti11, platforms and positions should be pre
pared for formidable river batteries (a part of these platforms should be prepared for. 
siege carriages).'~ 
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blazing fires, the '' boys" sang, smoked, and discussed the cam
paign. The cli1nate seemed that of N cw England under the 
harvest 1noon ; and so the evening closed. 

N·ext morning (this too might have been Ne,v England) six 
inches of sno,v lay upon the ground. Light, fluffy stuff to be 
sure, but sno,v all the same, - sno,v that makes ,vater; sno,v that 
makes mud; sno,v that 1nakes the intended movcn1ent, the sur
prise of the garrison at R.ainbo,v Bluff, impossible; sno,v that 
was not to be stained with the blood of R.ebel or of Patriot, else 
some ,vould have died that day. \Vho? \Vhose life hung ,vith 
the snowflake in the air that ,vinter night? Did yours, comrade, 
or yours? Did mine? \Vho kno,vs? 

\Ve only kno,v that the sno,v came, the course of the expedi
tion ,vas changed, and from that hour it became impossible to 
regard it seriously from a 1nilitary point of vie\v. 

It beca1ne simply a picturesque lncident of our service in North 
Carolina. 

For six cold, ra,v, disagreeable days ,ve remained in Plymouth. 
The " N ortherncr" was cro,vded. To give n1ore room to all, 
-Companies A, C, D, E, G, and K ,ve_re re1noved to a large un
occupied ,varehouse upon the ,vharf. It was like an ice-house. 
\Ve tried to read, to write, to whittle. · \Ve smoked, some of us 
danced - anything to keep alive, pass the time, and hold our
selves together. · There ,vas dress parade, of course, even if there 
was no blacking; and the gloves ! \Vell, they ,vere at N e,v Berne, 
in the barracks, which some " sanitary engineer" ,vas ,vhite
washing against our return. 

But dress parade seemed to amuse the darkies and encourage 
the " Union men,'9 of whom there ,vere several living though 
pallid examples in the to,vn ; but chiefly it served to get at the 
effective force of the regiment at the moment. " All present or 
accounted for," said a second sergeant, on one of these occasions. 
" Except thirty privates, six ' non-coms,' one orderly, and 
two con1missioned officers," added the captain of Company -
between his teeth. For were there not ,varm houses, and chairs, 
and tables; hot sausages, hoe-cake, and apple-jack, all danger
ously near? \Vere there no attractions just outside the lines, 
and no enemy nearer than R.ainbo,v Bluff? All ,vere not present, 
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but 1nost could be accounted for; and if they did not turn in at 
taps, they generally turned up at reveille. 

But, if ,ve had failed of the " object of the expedition,'' and 
n1issed a possible tragedy, something ,vas yet in store for us, and 
rumor said there ,vere several tons of it; to ,vit, of savory hams, 
sides and shoulders of bacon, killed "in the full of the moon," no· 
doubt, " for luck," some moons before, and now hidden in the 

mysterious recesses of certain smoke-houses a night's march out
side the lines, and only a,vaiting favorable opportunity for trans
port to some hungry quartermaster of the forces of the Southern 
Confederacy. This ,vould never do. From Rainbo,v Bluff ,ve 
had been turned back by the driven snow; should soot and 
smoke-houses baffle us too? We had been dissuaded by the 
elements of light; should the powers of darkness also prevail 
against us? Should the succulent ham be lost to the cause of 
the Union? Forbid it, commissaries and commissioned officers! 

So an expedition ,vas organized for the rescue of the hams, and 
Companies A, B, C, D, E, and G· ,vere selected for the hazardous 
duty. The line ,vas formed at I .30 (Saturday, February 7), and 
at 2 P. M., under the immediate command of the colonel, moved 
out upon the \,Vashington road, making a detour to pass obstruc
tions, - trees ,vhich had been felled across the road to check any 
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attc1npt that might be 1nade to surprise the to\vn. vVe ,vere 
soon in the ,vild country lying bet,veen Plymouth upon the north 
and " Little" vVashington upon the south, these to,vns being con
nected by a main road from \vhich, a fe,v miles out fro1n Plym
outh, a less frequented thoroughfare branches at a right angle 
to\vard the east. This is kno,vn as the Long Acre road. On pass
ing our picket line, orders had been given to take possession of 
all carts, ,vagons, horses, mules, or other means of transport, 
together ,vith the o,vners thereof~ - the latter being temporarily 
held in custody to prevent information of our movements being 
conveyed to the enemy. These men were mostly left at the 
junction of the vVashington and Long Acre roads, in charge of a 
guard consisting of Company B and a part of Company C, under 
command of Captain Griswold, ,vhich force picketed the roads 
and kept open a line of retreat for the main force. Here \Vas a 
blacksmith's shop, in ,vhich the prisoners ,vere allowed to huddle 
for shelter from the (to them) severe and inclement ,veather, 
,vhile the forms of their more hardy guard of Northern men, 
grouped about the fires by the roadside, under the keen \Vinter 
sky, filled in the ever-present elem~nt of the picturesque. 

An officer of Con1pany B describes the scene thus: -

" Early in the evening the scene was somewhat striking. The rude 
blacksmith's hut, near which was our picket reserve, was glowing with 
light from fires which the prisoners had been permitted to make inside. 
'1\vo sentries stood at the door, half in light, half in shade. Outside, 
groups of our men were huddled about three or four charcoal fires, which 
glean1ed redly from the roadside. Captured carts and horses were tied to 
the fence. Stacks of arms stood in the road. Occasional laughs from the 
prisoners inside, the subdued conversation of our men, the clank of offi
cers' swords, the distant barking of dogs, the tinkling of a cow-bell, the 
grunting and squealing of rooting hogs, the clatteiing of geese, the doleful 
cry of the coon, mingled to render the sounds of the night more apparent, 
and to puzzle our pickets, placed as they were in lonely and secluded 
spots. During the night --'s platoon, picketing the Washington road, 
was alarmed and drawn up in line to repel what turned out to be a row 
of stumps." 

A cypress-s,vamp has pecuiiarities of its o,vn .. Insidiously they 
creep upon you. You are marching along the dry, dead level of 
the open country. Soon trees appear skirting the road on either 
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hand, growing closer and closing in as you advance, until pres
ently you. find that you have passed completely ,vithin their 
shade, and the road sinks as you proceed within the gloon1 of the 
thick masses of rank green foliage, with gnarled roots, half out 
of ground, the trees on tiptoe, as it ,,·ere, struggling to overtop 
each other and free themselves fro111 the n1uddy ooze from which 
they spring. 

l\1idway of the breadth of this belt of darkness runs a deep 
and narrow stream, at right angles to. the road, - which has no,v 
sloped down until it is at the summer level of the stream, -
\Vhich it crosses at a single bound by means of a bridge, always 
of ,vood, springing high above the current in order not to be 
swept away in the wet season, when the ,vaters are abroad and 
fill the swamp from side to side and cover the road to unkno,vn 
depths; stealing out fro1n the darkness upon the _one hand, to 
gleam abo~e the sunken track for an instant, and then to dis
appear in silence and g·loon1 upon the other. 

In the days before the war there had been maintained along
side each road through the swan1p a ,valk, consisting of a line of 
single planks, or of logs \vith the upper surface hewn flat, these 
being supported upon posts set somewhat away from the ,vagon
track, and just at the edge of the ,voods. Upon these the skilful 
native passed, dry-shod, over the raging waters. On the night of 
Feb. 7, 1863, a swamp of this character one-half 1nile (son1e said 
one ·and one-h~lf miles) in width, lay between us and our booty. 
'T \Vas ever thus in North Carolina. vVere we to halt for dinner, 
were \Ve to bivouac for the night, ,vere ,ve to do anythi11g in par
ticular, the happy spot, the shining shore, \Vas al ways the farther 
shore of a s,van1p, - and the waters ,vere abroad. 

But ,vho that passed through this swamp this night \vill ever 
forget it? The path through the black woods; splash -- a little 
,vater; splash again - more ,vater; over the shoes - cold ; over 
the ankles - .ice-cold, with the blood of the snow melted into it. 
But we are in and n1ust go through. No use dodging; though 
some get upon the remains of the foot-\valk, they slip and plunge 
into deeper ,vater beyond ; or, saving this, are induced by the 
mildly persuasive voice of the colonel to forego their advantage 
and share the lot of their fello,vs in the road, \vhose legs - by 
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this time knee-deep in the water - are fast losing all feeling, and 
are but little better than legs of ,voo<l as we mount the bridge 
and enter the flood upon the farther side. 

In due tirnc we reached dry ground and, passing over a few 
miles of high, rolling land covered with plantations, finally 
reached our destination ( nan1ely, the srnoke-houscs, ,vhich ,vere 
situated about fourteen miles from Plyn1outh) at 9 P. :\I. 

Here some time was spent in collecting such of the fatness 
of the land as it was thought best to transfer to loyal posses
sion. This work-· the regular part of it - was done by detach-
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ments to ,vhom the duty ,vas assigned ; while considerable vol
unteer foraging was accomplished by numbers of enterprising 
privates and non-con1missioned officers, resulting in the capture 
of the usual fo,vls, pigs, and apple-jack, tin cans, coffee-pots, odds 
and ends, - and one man reported a lot of hymn-books. The 
official result, as stated by the colonel in his report, consisted of 
twenty-t\vo horses and mules, sixteen carts, and 3,385 pounds 
of bacon, which latter circun1stance gave to this night's ,vork 
the name of the '' Ham Fat lVIarch." Of this, little more remains 
to be said. Our guards \Vere called in, and the return march 
commenced at midnight. 

It ,vas the fortune of the \Vriter to be ,vith the rear company 
upon the return trip. Since \Ve had passed the s,vamp upon our 
out\vard \Vay, and \vhile our foraging ,vas going on, the 1noon 
had come up high over the \voods, and the spectacle of that 
home tramp through the ,vater was one long to be remembered. 
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Straight out before us, in the brilliant n1oonlight, ,vent five hun

dred n1en, laughing, shouting, splashing and tossing the ,vatcr, -

still as cold, and now, in the clear 1noonlight, as brilliant as jewels 

of ice. In the n1idst of all this were 1nountcd the field officers, 

and, hurried along by their escort. catnc the tcan1s which had 

been impressed into the service for the night, and for any duty 

that n1ight be put upon them. 

If comrades -- and -- thought to save a second ,vetting, 

and took possession of a disengaged 1nulc-cart for the return trip, 

and if in the n1idst of the deepest ,Yater the pin can1e out and 

they ,vent under, to the great delight of their fello,vs, the· 1\1 use 

of History shall record the fact, but ,vill hide their names ( ,vhich 

she kno,vs) in her heart, lest future descendants of these heroes 

fall out among then1sclves and call her a beldame and an igno

ramus for not recording ( ,vhat she does not kno,v) ,vho got the 

first ,vetting. 

At 5.30 the next morning, Sunday, February 8, ,ve reached 

Plymouth, ,vet, tired, and hungry, and at once sought such food 

and shelter as were to be had. This ,vas our last day in Plym

outh, the lack of fuel obliging the " Northerner" to leave the 

river earlier than might otherwise have been the case. \Ve ,vent 

on board that afternoon, passed do,vn the river, and, after ancho_r

ing at R.oanoke Island and securing a supply of coal, arrived at 

New Berne on the evening of T'uesday, February 10. 

Landing upon the south side of the Trent R.iver, ,vc crossed the 
bridge, ,vhence a march through the city soon brought us to our 

barracks, ,vhich opened their gleaming and freshly ,vhite,vashed 

arms to receive us. 

Thus ended the Plymouth expedition of February, 1863. To 

give historical finish to the narrative, Colonel Lee's official 

report is given in full belo,v. 

REPORT OF COLONEL FRANCIS L. LEE. 

HEADQUARTERS F'ORTY-FOURTII REGI:\IENT l\lASS. Vr>L. l\f ILlTtA, 

CAMP STEVENSON, NEW BERNE, Feb. 14, 1863. 

CAPTAIN, - I have the honor to report that in obedience to order of 
Jan. 31, 1863, I embarked my cornmand on steamer "Northerner" and 
arrived at Plymouth, N. C., at 4 P. 1\I. on February 2. 
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Upon landing I consulted with 1'fajor Bartholomew, Twenty-seventh 
:rvrassachusetts Regiment, comn1anclcr of the post, in regard to closing the 
lines ; but learning fro1n him that inforn1ation of our arrival and probable 
force had undoubtedly been sent forward to the enemy even before our 
arrival, I deemed it unwise to interfere with existing arrangements in 
regard to passing the lines. 

Learning that Comn1odore Flusser was absent, I proceeded in company 
with J\,fajor Bartholon1ew to inspect the location of his pickets and his 
preparations for defence, and found the pickets well placed, his precau
tions against surprise sufficient, and every advantage taken of the nat
ural defences of the town, the n1ajor having ahnost completed a ditch 
connecting the two swamps lying south of the town. Inside of this 
ditch, which is about six feet in depth and about fifteen feet wide, the 
earth is thrown up sufficiently high to afford shelter for sharpshooters. 
Major Bartholo1new proposes to erect a small block-house where the 
Long Acre road crosses this ditch, and also one upon the Jamesville 
road at the crossing of the ditch. lVIy carpenters built drawbridges for 
each of these roads, and I would respectfully suggest that two field how
itzers would render the defence of these roads easy against any force 
likely to be brought against then1, and that they are 1nost earnestly de
sired by Major Bartholomew. I would also reco1nmend a further supply 
of axes and shovels, as the want of these tools prevents l\ilajor Bartholo
n1ew fron1 availing hin1self fully of the .services of the contrabands in 
his conunand. 

Upon the Long Acre road the picket is stationed at the ditcl1, about 
three-quarters of a n1ile .. from the custon1-house, with an outer picket of 
five men half a 111ile in advance at the junction of the road with the Lee's 
l\1ill road. At this point there is a blockade of trees fallen across the 
road. 

Upon the Colmnbia road the picket is established just west of the 
bridge, crossing Coneby Creek, about two miles fro1n the custon1-house. 
This bridge is taken up each night and affords an easy and sure defence, 
as the creek is very deep. 

Upon the J amesvi11e road the picket is at the ditch, about one mile 
from the custo111-house, and a cavalry verlette is stationed about half a 
111ile in advance. 

Upon inquiring as to the probable force and location of the enemy, I 
learned fro1n l\Iajor Bartholomew that he, in company with Commodore 
Flusser, had, on January 30, n1ade a reconnoissance as far as J an1esville 
on the gunboat '' Con1modore Perry," shelling the woods at various points 
but finding no signs of the presence of the enen1y. It ·was the opinion of 
l\1Iajor Bartholomew that the position and strength of the ene1ny was as 
follows: Two companies of the Seventeenth North Carolina Regiment at 
Rainbow Bluff, with two field pieces ; the remainder of that regiment, with 
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four field pieces, in the vicinity of the bluff, anywhere between Hamilton 
and \Villiamston; four companies of infantry some seven tniles northwest 
of \Vashington, and the remainder of their regiment at or near Greenville; 
three co1npanies of cavalry scouting anywhere between the Tar and 
Roanoke Ri\·ers. 

A cavalry scout to \Vard's Bridge, some four miles from town, failed to 
discover any signs of Rebel scouts, though they learned that parties of two 
or three cavalrymen had been seen in that vicinity within a week. 

Con1modore Flusser arrived on tlie evening of the 2d of February, and 
after consultation I arranged to go with n1y regiment on his three gunboats 
to \Villiamston, starting the next tnorning at seven o'clock and landing at 
\Villiamston or J an1esvil1e as n1ight be thought best, - the landing party to 
be supported by three boat howitzers and their crews, under command of 
Lieutenant Furness, of the "Val!'.:'y City." On the following n1orning a 
drifting snow-storn1 rendered any aclv.1.nce by land or water impossible; 
the impassable state of the ro_ads also prevented an expedition to \Vindsor 
to confiscate bacon packed for Rebel use. 

On Friday, February 6, finding that no coal could be furnished to our 
transport by the Navy, and that my pioneers were unable to supply the 
requisite quantity of wood, I was obliged to send out some three 1niles to 
buy and draw some dry wood belonging to l\Ir. Harrison, a loyal man 
living on the Long Acre road. Before starting the wagons l\:Iajor Bar
tholo111ew told 111e that he had good reason to believe that n1any of the 
inhabitants upon that road had abused their protection papers by smug
gling out salt in larger quantities than they needed for hon1e consu1up
tion; that they had packed large stores of bacon intended for the use 
of the Rebel troops; that he thought an examination and confiscation of 
a portion of their bacon, if found in such large quantities, would be de
sirable. I therefore took four of my companies and went some thirteen 
n1iles out, taking on the way the horses, 111ules, and carts to transport 
the pork if found. I exan1ined the farms of the persons suspected, and 
finding from two to three tons of bacon, took fro111 four of them 3,385 
pounds, leaving n1t1ch, for want of transportation, which I think would 
properly have been brought away. This bacon, with twenty-two horses 
and mules and sixteen carts, I handed o\·er to 1V[ajor Bartholon1ew, leav
ing it to his judgment to return any of the horses and carts to persons 
in whose loyalty he had confidence, and directing him to see that quar
termaster's receipts for the property taken should be given to the parties, 
in order that if they could rebut the testimony with regard to their syn1-
pathy and aid for the Rebel cause they 111ight receive payment from the 
Governn1ent. 

On Sunday morning, being informed by the captain of our transport 
that unless \Ve started then he would be obliged to lay at Ply1nouth until 
coal was found him, and my rations not being sufficient for over two days 
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longer, I left Plyn1outh that afternoon, and after anchoring at Roanoke for 
coal, arrived here on the evening of Tuesday, February 10. 

Yours, with respect, 
FRANCIS L. LEE, 

Colonel Commanding Fort,y-fourth Regiment M. V. M. 

Captain ANDREW STEWART, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 

P. S. - Enclosed please find instructions received fr01n headquarters 
relative to the movement above stated. 

[Inclorsement.) 

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH AR~IY COkPS, 

NEW BERNE, N. C., February 15, 1863. 

Approved and respectfully forwarded. 
H. ,v. \VESSELLS, 

Brigadier-General Volunteers. Conu11andi11g. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

\V ASHING TON •1 

/..·"(."'<--...._, N Sunday, March 15, 
i~:•i''wl'"""'f. \ the day following _the 
k.. # 1 't._,; attack on !ort An

/ trr -?tf,•J:J derson, thmgs had 
✓ , " -~~~,.,...,, seemingly returned to 

,- ·. their usual state; the 
/.-,. .... , • • l ,,"' 

. ·.•· / ·'.- ,r ordinary routine of inspec-
~:-- · · · , ~li tion, etc., was followed, and 

~ nothing uncommon happened 
-: until late in the afternoon. 
'<;; 

~~~-,._At. half-past five o'clock, 
~:,;;.-.-- _.__ -=--- ,vh1le Company G were dra,v-

~ ing their supper at -the cook-house 
_ J ,vindow, Lieutenant Odiorne came . 
--..... 

in, saying, " Boys, ,ve 've got march
ing orders," adding that ,ve ,vere to 
carry shelter-tents, and in fact could 

" go heavy," as ,ve should probably have no marching to do, -
" and be ready to move in half an hour." 

The manner in ,vhich the ne,vs ,vas received ,vas in marked 
contrast ,vith the ,vild excitement caused by the orders for the 
Tarboro' and Goldsboro' expeditions; fe,v remarks ,vere made; 
the knapsacks had been packed since the day before; the men 
went on getting their supper, anq ate it quietly, ,vithout any 
hurry; and in half an hour the company ,vas ready to fall in, 

1 The author of this chapter wishes to state that it was put into his hands by the 
Historical Committee at the last moment, - having been then given up by the one 
first selected to write it; and that it has been impossible, in the short time alJotted 
to him, to look up any material except what was placed in his hands by the Com• 
mittee, and what he cou1d draw from his own recollection and memoranda. 
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haversacks and canteens full, blankets rolled, and knapsacks ready 
to sling. Our ,vinter's experience had given us that quality of 
the veteran by virtue of ,vhich, realizing the uncertainty of any 
present condition, he troubles hi1nself about no future, but ac
cepts in a philosophic spirit what the day n1ay bring forth. 

Our destination ,vas understood to be " Little " \Vashingtoi1. 
At seven o'clock the ,vhole regiment, ,vith the exception of Com
panies F and B, which were on picket, ,vas on board the " Escort." 
It ,vas pretty close packing; the men slept on the decks every
where ; the ,vriter found his place in the starboard gangway on 
the freight deck, and ,voke in the n1orning in about three inches 
of ,vater, which ,vas brought in by the paddle-wheels, the boat 
being very lo,v in the water. I remember one squad of n1en 
pitched a shelter-tent on the upper deck near the pilot-house; 
however, as we kne,v the trip ,vas to be a short one, this cro,vding 
,vas regarded with great unconcern. A mail of ne,vspapers ,vas 
distributed ,vhile ,ve were on board, ,vhich ,vere very welcome, 
and served to pass the tin1c, always tedious enough on these 
passages. 

At about three o'clock of lVIonday, the 16th, the boat dre,v up to 
the ,vharf in vVashington ; the . houses in the to,vn still bore the 
1narks of the raid made upon it the autumn before by the enemy; 
one house ,vas pitted all over ,vith a stand of heavy canister-shot; 
another had two eight-inch shot-holes through it. In the river just 
belo,v the bridge l:1y the gunboat " L?uisiana," thereafter looked 
upon by us as a to,ver of strength; and many a time ,vithin the 
next four weeks did ,ve ,velcome the roar of her eight-inch pivot
gun as an assurance of safety. 

The whole town turned out to see us land ; the street swarmed 
,vith darkeys, " without rega!d to age, sex, color, condition, or 
previous condition of servitude;'' many of the "'omen ,vith ginger
bread and fruit for sale drove a roaring trade. Among the crowd 
,vere n1any of the T,venty-seventh lvlassachusetts, and some North 
Carolina volunteers, but the native ,vhite civilian ,vas scarce. 

After ,vaiting awhile here in the street ,ve ,vere marched to the 
,vesterly end of the to,vn, to a large cornfield in the rear of the 
house of J. Grist, Esq., afterwards better known to us as a (sup
posed) bitter Rebel; but ,vho, I have since been assured, ,vas our 
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stanch friend, having done us substantial services during our stay. 
Ranks \Vere broken, ,vith orders to pitch our shelter-tents and 
camp for the night. The tents ,vere pitched that night ,vith 
muskets for tent-poles; and no regular order of lay-out having 
been given, the result was n1ost picturesque, particularly after 
dark, ,vhen the tents ,vere lighted up. In some cases as many as 
ten or t\velvc sections of shelter would be used to form a tent to 
cover as many men. Myself and n1ates smoothed down the corn
hills of our floor, in so doing scraping the dry sand fro111 the 
surface, - a piece of ,vork ,vhich we bitterly rued before 1norning. 
After pitching the tents ,ve ,valked out to investigate our situation. 
It was near \vhere Fort Gouraud aftenvards stood; south of us 
,vas the river, east of us the to,vn, north and nortlnvest the line 
of earthworks, and ,vest, at the point ,vhere the line touched the 
river, Blockhouse No. I, afterwards familiar to Con1pany D. 

It ,vas a clear, cold night, and with only a rubber blanket be
tween us and the ra,v surface of sand ,ve had more ra,vly exposed, 
myself and mates 
shivered through 
it; the ,vriter 
hopes never to 
s I e ep s o c o I d 
again - he never 
has, so far. Upon 
r 1 s 1 n g in the 
morn 1 n g ,v e 
f otind a thick 
feathery coating 
of hoar-frost on 
the outside of our 
tent and over 

l.'i~. I . 1f11 l 
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everything; as soon as the sun had removed this, orders ,vere 
given to strike the tents and pitch them ~vith proper tent
poles, in regular streets, two streets to a company, three men 
to a ~cnt. l\iost of them ,verc properly pitched and ditched 
about; but some, ambitious. of more headro0n1, dug six or 
eight inches below the surface to lay their floors, ,vith disas
trous results in the rains ,vhich occurred later. · This ,vork \\·as 

II 
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finished by noon, and cooking-shanties of quite picturesque 
appearance were also built at the upper end of each con1pany's 
camp. 

This ,vas Tuesday, the I jth; during the day the enemy's ad
vance 1nade its appearance south of the river, though we at the 
tin1e did not kno,v it. The "Louisiana" pitched a few shells into 
the ,voods in the afternoon, but it caused little cxciten1ent in the 
camp, as we did not then know that it was the enemy's advance 
that ,vas being shelled. In the afternoon details ,vcre n1ade to 
,vork on the intrenchn1ents, principally in lengthening and height
ening traverses, besides laying out a f c,v new ones. 

\Vashington lies on the north side of the Tar River, at its junc
tion ,vith the Pa1nlico ( or Pamplico, as some maps give it); before 
the ,var it ,vas actively engaged in the lumber trade, and its river 
front is lined with ,vharves and warehouses, one of ,vhich latter, 
of brick, had been loopholed to be used as a place of refuge and 
defence for the garrison in case of need. 

The town extends for about a 1nile along the river-bank, and 
back into the country for perhaps half th~t distance; it is almost 
surrounded in the rear by low swampy ground, from ,vhich rises 
a ro,v of hills encircling it from the river above to the river below; 
on the south side the river-bank is wooded, and the s,vamp 
extends inland some distance; the banks of the river belo,v the 
to,vn are comparatively high, and clayey, and afforded excel
lent positions for the blockading batteries afterwards placed 
there. 

On the north side three roads run out from the town: beginning 
on the left, the Greenville road running nearly nortlnvest, the 
Jamesville road running northeast, and the Plymouth road nearly 
east\vard; on the south side, only the N cw Berne road, ,vhich 
crosses the bridge. 

The defences of the town consisted, at the time of our occupa
tion, of a line of earthworks, of good profile but ,veak trace, ex
tending from the river-bank about a mile above the bridge to the 
creek about as far bclo,v, following the line of Io,v hills next the 
to,vn; in the centre ,vas Fort \Vashington, on a slight· rising 
ground, commanded ho\vever by the main line of hills before 
referred to, about half a mile away. It ,vas a small, square, 
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bastioned ,vork, n1ounting- four thirty-t\vo-poundcrs, one of them 
rifled, two six-pound steel \Viard rifles, and two twelve-pound 
Napoleon guns. Fort I-Ian1ilton, on the extreme right, was of 
irregular trace, and mounted two twelve-pound Napoleons, one 
thirty-pounder Parrott, and one thirty-two-pounder Rodman gun. 

Blockhouses numbered fron1 one to four in the order in ,vhich 
they arc here mentioned ,vere placed - at the extreme left on 
the river, at the Greenville road, between the Jamesville and 
Plymouth roads, and on the extreme right at Fort Han1ilton. 
They ,vere strong log buildings, loopholed for 1nusketry, banked 
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and ditched, and armed as follo,vs: Nos. 1, 2, and 3, each one six
pounder; No. 4, one twelve-pounder. In an epaulement command .. 
ing the Jamesville road ,vas mounted a thirty-t\vo-pounder. 

Around Fort vVashington ,vas a line of rifle-pits and a good 
abatis, and the intervals between the blockhouses Nos. I and 2 

and the lines ,vere also filled with abatis. Traverses had been 
thro,vn up at various points along the main line, and ,verc after
,vards extended and added to as occasion demanded. 

During the investment a small work ,vas thrown up on the 
Grist place near our first camp, named, as I· have always under
stood, from lVIajor Gouraud of the Third N e,v York Cavalry, 
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though on the 111ap it is called Fort Ceres; it 1nounted one thirty
pound Parrott and one twelvc-poun<l rifled howitzer. 

In the river lay the gunboats "Louisiana," "Eagle," and " Con1-
1nodore I-I ull," which contributed 1natcrially to the defence of the 
place. Just above the bridge and near our ca1n p lay the ,vreck 
of the gunboat " Picket." 

The garrison before our arrival consisted of eight companies of 
the Twenty-seventh l\!Iassachusctts, one company First North Car
olina Volunteer Infantry, Captain Lyon, one company Third New 
York Cavalry, and Battery G, Third Nc,v York Artillery, - about 
600 men in all. Our arrival and the arming of a force of negroes, 
,vhich was done by Colonel Lee, raised our numbers to I 160. 

By vVednesday, the 18th, we had settled down to routine ,vork, 
guard-mounting, company and battalion drills, as usual. This 
day there ,vas a brigade dress-parade; but the writer, being on 
guard, was not present. The guard wa: quartered in a corn-barn 
belonging to l\1r. Grist. 

In the evening a violent sho,ver and gale detnoralized many of 
the tents; but, thanks to the Tapleyish spirit of the boys, the 
demoralization spread no farther. This night the roads ,vere 
picketed by Cotnpany I. 

Thursday, the 19th, it began to rain. At night Company D 
,vas sent out on picket, ;ind an attack was evidently expected . 
.1.i\.t about half-past four the next morning, Friday the 20th, Com
p1ny E ,vas ordered out and n1archcd to the edge of the s,vamp 
beyond Blockhouse No. 1. The rest of the regiment ,vere also 
turned out and stationed on the lines, ,vhcre ,ve · remained until 
daylight. · The tents having become very damp, the regiment 
was no,v sent into the town and quartered in various deserted 
buildings, Company G being in the Farmers' Hotel. 

Saturday, the 21st, the rain still continuing, we were routed out, 
for a change, at 3.30 A. M., and remained under arms, as before. 
until roll-call. While ,ve lay behind the lines ,ve sa,v the light of 
a considerable fire on the farther side of the river. 1"'his day 
came in two deserters from Roger A. Pryor's brigade, ,vho stated 
that the enemy had been in heavy force ,vi thin twenty miles of 
tis, but that the rain had so cut up the roads that they ,vere 
impassable to their artillery; ,vhich was not improbable, as they 
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were difficult for our cavalry. They said also that the officer in 
comn1and at Charleston had called away all the troops that could 
be spared. 

Sunday, the 22d, it ,vas still raining. Services ,vere held in 
several churches. This night Company G picketed the Jamesville 
road; the ,vriter was in the reserve, and has a n1ost vivid memory 
of sitting and shivering in the drizzle, ,vith a tour of sentry duty in 
the road about dawn as a variation, until it was ti1ne to go in. 

The next day, lV.Ionday the 23d, the steamer " North Shore" 
arrived with ten days' rations and our sutler; ,vhich, looking like 
a longer sojourn here, rather discouraged the rnajority of us who 
had come a,v.ay ,vith only the clothes \Ve stood in, leaving our 
others ,vith the " aunties" who had taken them to ,vash in N e\v 
Berne. In the afternoon ,ve ,vere ordered back to our tents on 

. the Grist estate. 
Tuesday, the 24th, ,vas a day of routine duty; drill, etc., being 

the staple of the diaries. Our friend Grist went out of the place 
this day, but little regretted by us. 

From this time until the 30th our life ,vas simply the usual 
monotonous routine of camp duty:; there ,vas more or less heavy 
rain, and those ,vho had sunk their tent floors belo,v the level of 
"the surrounding country" ,vere dro,vned out and thrown upon 
the hospitality of those in drier shelters ,vhose " chums" ,vere on 
guard or other detail. 

On lvlonday, the 30th, General Foster and his staff arrived from 
Plymouth, and the effect of his presence ,vas at once manifest in 
an increased activity. I-Ie at once inspected the works, and took 
measures to improve their defensibility, details being set to \Vork 
everywhere; orderlies rode to and fro, and reconnoitring parties 
,vere pushed out on all the roads. It is ,vith the one on the Ne,v 
Berne road that this history chiefly has to do. 

About eleven o'clock Companies A and G· ,vere assembled, 
carrying only arms and canteens, and under the command of 
Captain James M. Richardson of Company A 1narched do,vn 
toward the bridge; on the ,vay ,vc ,vere joined by about a dozen 
cavalrymen under Lieutenant "Teddy" O'Brien, and a squad of 
artillerymen drawing a vViard three-inch rifle; the ,vhole party 
was under com1nand of Captain Richardson. 
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Passing out upon the bridge, the tread of the colun1n caused it 
to shake before our whole length had fairly got out upon it. I 
re111cn1bcr Captain Richardson turning and calling out, " Break 
step, boys, or ,ve '11 shake the d--d thing down into the river!" 
,vhich ,vas accordingly done. Passing off the bridge ,ve can1e 
upon the road, bordered on both sides by the s,vamp, of unkno,vn· 
depth; about a mile out a halt ,vas n1ade, and a shell fired up the 
road, ,vith what effect, if any, 1 do not kno,v. This ,vas repeated 
several times; about a n1ilc farther on ,ve came to a Io,v line of 
eartlnvorks at the crest of a slight rise, where some one picked 
up a bright tin canteen of a different pattern fron1 ours. Here ,ve 
assumed a forn1ation not set down in the tactics, 1narching by the 
right flank undoubled, each rank on its side of the road, Company 
G taking the advance; the writer, being in the rear rank, ,vas on 
the right of the road; at the head was a sort of squad of skirn1ish
ers consisting of Orderly Sergeant Hobart, Corporal La,vrence, 
Adams (vV. vV.), Leonard, Holden, Eliot, and Jones of Company 
G: \Yith them, and on the left of the road, ,vere Captains Hunt and 
Richardson and Lieutenant O'Brien. At the foot of the little 
hill a brook crossed the road; the planks had been taken up, leav
ing only the roughly squared string-pieces, on ,vhich ,ve crossed. 
I do not rcn1cmber seeing anything of the cavalry or infantry 
after crossing the brook, until ,ve returned to the eartlnvork 

. above fncntioncd. vV c moved out beyond the brook perhaps a 
hundred yards; in front of us ,vas a brush barricade across the 
road, ,vhich gave no signs of being occupied, so far as the ,vriter 
kno,vs, until, ,vhcn ,ve ,vere w~thin some fifty yards of it, a volley, 
immediately followed by another, ,vas fired from it in our very 
faces; a third volley follo,ved before ,ve could start to deploy, 
,vhich we did at once ,vithout ,vaiting for the order; that, ho,v
ever, came promptly in Captain Hunt's voice, "Deploy! deploy!" 
We formed an irregular skirn1ish-line, taking the benefit of such 
trees as offered, and opened a fire, noisy if not effective. The 
fire of the enen1y, from smooth-bore muskets ,vith both buck
and-ball and the half.round " 1\'.I ississippi" bullet, ,vas principally 
confined to the road. After a fc,v minutes of this ,ve heard the 
call, " Fall back, 1nen, fall back ! " ,vhich ,ve did, keeping as long as 
,ve could in the shelter of the swamp, but finding the ,vatcr gro,ving 
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deeper as ,ve approached the stream, ,vere at last forced to take 
to the road; the writer was one of the last to get in. \Vhen we 
struck the road, about a hundred yards fro1n the barricade fron1 
which the cncn1y ,vere firing, ,ve at once found ourselves under a 
heavy and close n1usketry-fire from apparently a hundred men or 
more; ,ve kne,v nothing of ,vhat n1ight have happened, but we ran 
literally "for dear life." The dust pattered up in the road ,vhere 
the bullets grazed, and it seemed as if the next shot 11i11st bring 
one do,vn, but the writer for one ran fast and straight. The man 
pre~eding me slipped on the timber and soused up to his neck in 
the brook; but before he had scrambled out I ,vas across the log 
and on my way up the slope. As \\re got farther away the fire be
came less serious, and presently ,ve were beckoned by so1ne one 
at the top of the hill to take the sides of the road; as we did so 
a shell from the \,Viard rifle passed us. \Ve assembled at the 
little line of eartlnvorks, one or two stopping by the ,vay to take 
a last shot; then ,ve looked around to see who ,vas missing. 

Orderly Sergeant Hobart, Corporal La,vrence, Private Leonard, 
killed or wounded, no one seemed to know .definitely. Captain 
R.ichardson sat on a horse belonging to one of the cavalrymen, 
looking ,veak, and evidently "hard hit.'' As the companies fell 
in, Captain Hunt ,vent to him for orders. '' Do the best you can, 
Charley," I heard hi1n say. \Ve immediately started on our return, 
a platoon of Company A under Lieutenant Coffin being detailed 
to act as rear-guard. The march ,vas quick, though not espe
cially hurried, that I can rcn1ember. Once we halted to transfer 
Captain Richardson, ,vho had become too ,veak from loss of blood 
to sit his horse, to the gun-carriage. About half-,vay back the 
now familiar shriek of an eight-inch shell made us all duck and 
then grin at each other as ,ve realized that it ,vas going in the 
direction from ,vhence we ,vere coming, and ,vas in fact from the 
"Louisiana," and fired to cover our retreat. 

We arrived in camp ,vithout further misadventure. Our losses 
turned out to be as follows: Captain Richardson, flesh ,vounds 
in left arm and shoulder, and had lost much blood; Sergeant 
Hobart, seriously \\rounded, perhaps mortally; Private Leonard, 
apparently seriously ,vounded; Corporal La,vrence, unknown. 
\Ve had brought in _Captain Richardson, but the others we had 
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been obliged to leave, General Foster, upon application for per
mission to send out a flag of truce ,vith an an1bulancc, saying that 
he doubted if a flag would be respected just then; but those ,vho 
escaped unn1arkcd, at least in Company G·, ,vcrc .fc\v, - grazed 
skins, cut clothes, and damaged arms and eq ui pcncnts being the 
rule. It scen1s ,ve were sent to find where the enemy's picket 
reserves \\'ere; ,ve found them. 

Lieutenant O'Brien was said. to have left for the rear at the first 
volley, his clothing \VO~ndcd in divers places, with the ren1ark 
that " He'd be d--,d if he ,vas going to be killed in any little 
infantry skinnish ! '' It appears to have been at this little party of 
officers and n1en on the left of the road that the first volley ,vas 
principally directed, as all ,vho ,vc~e wounded seen1 to have been 
hit by this volley. 

At the same time the enemy appeared on the roads on the 
north side of the river, driving in the pickets, and a general attack 
being apprehended, measures ,vere taken accordingly. The regi
ment ,vas ordered out on the line of the \\·orks; Companies E, C, 
and D, ,vith a company of the First North Carolina, ,vere forn1cd 
in line as a reserve in the rear of Fort \Vashington. 

The weather, ,vhich had been bright and ,varm in the forenoon, 
had by this time beco1ne overcast and cold, and towards night 
it set in to rain, much to the discomfort of the men on the line. 

About dark a rocket ,vas sent up from Fort Washington, burst
ing over the Greenville road, as a signal to direct the fire of the 
gunboats. 

\Ve lay behind the line in the rain all night, the gunboats 
shelling the ,vood~ in our front, their shells passing over our heads 
at short intervals. 

In the evening Captain J..,yon of the First North Carolina, with 
a force variously stated as one and t\vo companies, ,vas sent down 
the river to R.odman's Point ,vith orders to intrench and hold it 
against the enemy. The gunboat " Commodore Hull " also 
dropped do,vn the stream to cover his position. At daybreak 
they ,vere attacked and driven to the river-bank ,vith a loss of 
eight ,vounded, in spite of strenuous resistance on their part, 
seconded by the fire of the" Hul1." 

\Vhile they ,verc trying to put off, one of their flatboats grounded 
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hard and fast; the men ,vere lying flat to escape the terrible 
1nusketry-fire; one of the negro boatmen re1narking, " Some-, 

body's got to die to git us out of dis, and it may as ,vell be 
me," deliberately got out of the boat and pushed it off, falling 
into it pierced by five bullets. Dr. vVare aftenvards amputated 
a leg and cut out part of the bone of one arm, " but the 111an 

died," - an instance of pure heroisn1 unsurpassed by any the 
,var affords. 

The enen1y ,vho seized Rodman's Po_int brought ,vith them a 
battery of English \iVhit\vorth guns, "·hich they afterwards placed 
in the battery they thre,v up there; and more than once or twice 
during the siege the peculiar sound of their projectiles ,vas heard 
passing over Company G's position from the right and rear. Much 
to our con1fort ,ve learned that two of them ,vere burst by trying 
to use home-made atnmunition. 

On this day, the 31st, it is said that Hill ordered an assault on 
our ,vorks. The men ,vere already drawn up and all dispositions 
made for the attack; but the apparent strength of the works ,vhen 
reconnoitred, and the evident un,villingness of the men, caused 
the atten1pt to be given up. Be this as it n1ay, this morning 
Iii11 summoned the town to surrender. The summons ,vas ad
dressed to "The Colonel in Command," and offered t\venty-four 
hours to send out the ,vomen and children. General Foster 
,vould not allo,v the flag to enter the place, but sent out officers 
to meet it. \Vhen they reported at the Fort, officers of Battery G 
heard him say, " Go back and tell :the1n if they ,vant vVashing
ton, co1ne and take it." \Vhen this reply ,vas returned as com
ing from the General. the Confederate officer is said to have ex
claimed, "l\ify God! is General Foster here?" 

This day the enemy began to thro,v up works to shelter 
their batteries at the edge of the ,voods near the left of their line, 
and upon being discovered were promptly shelled from Fort 
Hamilton and Blockhouse No. 4. 

To-day also Virgil Gilbert, a civilian from the "Louisiana," ran 
the blockade in a lighter, ,vith despatches for the gunboats belo,v. 
The blockade consisted of a row of piles in the river nearly opposite 
Hill's Point, crossing the stream and leaving only an - opening 
close under the guns of the battery there. Batteries ,vere also 
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planted at other points, notably Rodman's Point, the guns at 
which place afterwards caused us n1uch annoyance. In short, 
we found we had to do with an active and enterprising cnen1y. -.. 

The batteries at I-Iill's Point ,vere cut in the high clay bank so 
as to be practically invulnerable to the guns of our fleet. 

\Vednesday, April I, the battery at Rod man's Point, mounting 
two vVhitworths and a Parrott rifle, and also a battery some dis
tance above, ,vith one thirty-two-pounder, opened on the right 
of the line and Fort I-lamilton, ,vhere Con1pany C ,vas stationed; 
one \,Vhitworth shot ,vent through the corner of Blockhouse 
No. 4, tearing blankets, knapsacks, etc., and scattering the con
tents of a big box of cayenne-pepper, causing much sneezing; 
the town also can1e in for a share of these favors. 

The " Louisiana " could hardly be sprung so as to bring her 
broadside to bear on the upper battery, but the enen1y's fire ,vas 
returned briskly by all the gunboats. Between eight and nine 
o'clock the '' Commodore Hull" was obliged to change her posi
tion, and in doing so, grounded, the water in the river being very 
lo,v on account of several days' westerly winds. She becan1e a 
target for the enemy's \,Vhitworths, being hit over a hundred 
times, and t\vo or three shells exploding on board. Several of 
her guns ,vere disabled, and three of her cre,v ,vounded; but the 
engines escaped ,vithout injury. 

The ,vorking parties in Fort Hamilton spent a good part of 
their time -in dodging shells; and along the ,vhole line details 
,vere at ,vork, heightening, extending, and thickening traverses. 
At the one ,vhere the ,vriter ,vas posted, a return at a considerable 
angle ,vas thro,vn up to cover us from the \Vhitworth projectiles 
from Rodman's Point. The transports, ,vith Prince's brigade, ar
rived in sight this day. Faster sent do,vn orders to Prince to land 
his troops; but Prince reported it to be impracticable, and it was 
not done. The to,vn was no,v completely invested, and all commu
nication ,vith our fore es outside had to be held by running the 
blockade in sail-boats and lighters. Ammunition also ,vas found 
to be running short. The investing force consisted of - Daniel's 
Brigade of Infantry, five rcgiincnts; Garnett's Brigade of Infantry, 
six regiments; Pettigrc,v's Brigade of I nfa.ntry, six regiments; 
Robertson's Brigade of Cavalry, three regiments; artillery 
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aLnounting to forty guns, and some independent battalions, ,vhich 
n1adc up the total to close upon 15,000. 

No regular siege operations ,vere carried on, but the enemy 

seemed to rely upon starving us out, and annoyed us in the n1can 

ti1ne ,vith his artillery. \Ve often heard from his pickets that they 
had " got us just ,vhcre they ,vantcd us," had '' got us bagged," 
etc. About midnight the "l-Iull" got afloat, and took position 
abreast of the to,vn; firing ceased on both sides at nightfall. 

The N cw Berne road was picketed this night by a detachn1ent 
fron1 Company C, who learned frotn the Rebel pickets that our 
,vounded were at a house some two n1ilcs up the road, ,vith good 
medical attendance, and in care of ladies, and doing ,vcll. Hobart 
,vas shot through the left lung, not considered dangerously, 
Leonard had lost his right eye, and Lawrence ,vas slightly 
,voundcd in the neck ,vith a buckshot. 

· Thursday morning, the 2d, the gunboats belo,v ran up and 
engaged the · Hill's Point battery, but ,vithout effect, and after 
considerable expenditure of valuable a1nn1unition dropped down 
the river again, - being the first of a daily series of such perforn1-
ances. Rensha,v says of the boats within the lines: -

" The 2d instant one hundred and twenty-one shot a.nd shell of various 
calibre and description were fired at the gunboats and town by the enemy 
without doing any 1naterial dan1age. After consulting with General Foster 
I ordered that no notice should be taken by returning their fire. The 
enemy were briskly engaged during the latter part of the day erecting bat
teries opposite our intrenchments." 

Virgil Gilbert ran the blockade up the river \Vith despatches 
to-day; reports Rebel pickets all along the river-banks. A brisk 
fire ,vas kept up on the right of our lines through the day by the 
Rodman's Point battery. 

Friday, the 3d, a ne,v battery on Ellison's Hill, near the 
enemy's left, opened on the forts, making things especially lively 
for those in Fort Hamilton. Con1modore Rensha,v says: -

'~ On the 3d instant, together with the two batteries that had been playing 
on us, a third one opened directly abreast of us, containing a rifled twelve
pounder distant about six hundred yards ; they succeeded in firing five 
shots, when it was silenced, our shells completely demolishing the work. 
The other two batteries fired ninety-eight shot and shell during the day." 
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The ,vritcr ,vas on guard this day, and ,vhile on post sa,v a 
tnounted 1nan ride out from the cut in Red I-:Iill, through ,vhich 
the Jamesville road passes, and, disn1ounting ,vithin son1c six or 
seven hundred yards of our lines, take a leisurely survey of them; 
several thirty-t\vo-pound shots ,vcrc fired at him, but he paid 
them no attention until he got ready to go, when he mounted, 
and deliberately rode back into the cut. About ten o'clock the 
gunboats belo,v can1e up for the usual diversion at Hill's Point. 

Commodore Rensha,v sent a sn1all despatch-boat do,vn to the 
fleet, under Master's 1\1:ate l\!IcKcever; he ,vas fired at t\vcnty-one 
times from Rodn1an' s Point, and narrowly escaped being hit; 
,vas fired upon hvicc from Hill's Point. At 6 P.l\L, despatches 
,vere again sent down to General Palmer, ,vho ,vas belo,v, but the 
boat was not fired upon. 

At night the " Ceres ,, gunboat, acting volunteer Lieutenant 
McDearmid commanding, ran the blockade ,vith a supply of am
munition, ,vhich, as already mentioned, ,vas running short, as ,vell 
as our commissary stores, ,vith the exception of coffee; meat had 
by this time disappeared from our rations, and ,ve ,vere reduced 
to two-thirds rations of bread ( eight hard-tack per day). T,vo 
men of the 1\venty-seventh ,vere badly injured in Fort Hamilton 
by a premature explosion of the thirty-hvo-pounder, being blown 
over the parapet. 

Saturday, the 4th, the Rodn1an's Point battery being reported 
abandoned, .Companies H and K and hvo con1panies of the 
T\venty-seventh ,verc sent down on the "Ceres,, to occupy it, 
but ,vith orders to return if the battery had not been removed. 
When well to\vards her destination hvo guns opened fire, and she 
turned to come back, but the river ,vas so lo,v that she grounded. 
Boats ,vere immediately sent to her assistance, and the troops 
were brought back ,vith the loss of three wounded. Commodore 
Rensha,v says : -

"·Fortunately no damage was done excepting two men who were 
wounded by the enemy's shrapnel. \Vhile the 'Ceres' was aground she 
did good work with her guns. For want of an1munition, or being de
ceived by her appearance, the enemy ceased firing, and all the troops, 
fortunately, were safely landed." 

In the evening the " Eagle " towed the " Ceres" off. 
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About 2 P. i1. a ne,v battery ,vas opened by the enemy on the 
\Vido,v Blunt place, in rear of I~"ort Hamilton, but ,vas soon 
silenced by our guns. They had two six-pou!1d rifled guns, but 
their shot mostly fell short; they ,vere seen from Fort Hamilton 

· to come up and fire their guns, then run back and hide. 'vVe 
learned from the previous night's pickets that our wounded had 
been removed to Greenville. A tobacco ration ,vas this day 
served in Company G, from the con1pany fund, and thereafter 
every t\vo or three days. 

Sunday, the 5th, ,vas con1paratively quiet on our part of the 
line by Blockhouse 2, but Hall (" History Third Ne,v York Artil
lery") says under this date that the fire on the fort began to 
gro,v heavy. Ammunition ,vas short and our fire slo,v and accu
rate; the supply ,vas no,v brought up by sail and ro,v boats at 
night. The ,veather began to be ,varm, and ,ve also began badly 
to feel the need of our spare clothing left at N cw Berne, as most 
of us had only what ,ve ,vore when ,ve left there, and ,vanted a 
change badly. Heavy firing reported, as usual, down the river; 
it ,vas said that nine gunboats ,vere seen belo,v. 

l\1onday, the 6th, ,vas ,varm ~nd pleasant. Company q ,vas 
fonned in rear of its place on the line, and each platoon de
ployed as skirmishers, and the skirmish-line n1arched up to the 
,vorks; then each 1nan ,vas directed to mark his place on the 
line, and construct a loophole to fire through, ,vith a shelter for 
his head, ,vhich ,vas done. The loopholes ,vere revetted ,vith 
sods, and in many instances were very neat and ,vork1nanlike 
affairs, commanding a good s,veep, and completely sheltering 
the rifleman. Camp-fires ,vere visible all about us. This day 
General Foster visited Fort Hamilton and directed the abatis 
strengthened on the land side; also had the parapet loop
holed as above. Commodore Rensha,v's report says: -

"An occasional shot fro1n thirty-two-pounder in Rebel upper battery. 
The enemy husy at Rodman's clearing the woods and building a raft. 
About 4 P. M. an explosion at that point followed by the burning of a large 
building. At 8 P. M. started a dmnmy down the river; the wind being 
light and the tide s]ack, it did_ not · arrive off Rodn1an's until nearly 
· 11 P. M., when they opened fire from their batteries upon it, also volleys 
of musketry." · 
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Tuesday, the ith, there was quite a lively little fight between 
the R.odn1an's Point and vVido,v Blunt batteries on the cnen1y's 

side, and 1-i'ort l-Ian1ilton and the " Eagle " on ours. R.ensha,v 

says: -

" Having been informed that the enen1y were fitting a steamer and two 
flats to come down the river, also that they were well protected by cotton
bales, I conferred with General Foster, and determined to build a nanll 
battery in a position that co1nn1ancled the channel above. At 10 P.1\1. a 
thirty-pound Parrott gun fro1n the 'Ceres' and a twelve-pound rifled how
itzer fron1 the 'Louisiana' were in battery ready for action. The river 
was well protected two miles above by our torpedoes. One hundred and 
twelve shot and shell were fired fron1 the enemy's batteries during the day 
at the gunboats and town without n1aterial injury; none were replied to 
ex·cept one in the swamp, which was instantly silenced." 

\Vith regard to the above, another account says : -

" The Rebels planted a gun in the swamp this n1orning and opened on 
the gunboats, which opened broadsides of one-second shells and canister, 
the range being only about one hundred yards. The firing fro1n the boats 
was terrific, but for all this they n1anaged to fire the gun once n1ore, and 
I have not the least <loubt that nearly every man there was killed, as they 
did not fire again." 

Another account says of the boys in the lines: -

" Opened again towards night. Down we go into the dirt. Both bat
teries directed here, - \Yidow's and Rocln1an's, - also fro1n 32 across the 
river. Shells burst directly over us. Some one stands on parapet to 
watch; when he sees smoke at Rodn1an's cries out, and down we go 
close to the bank in that direction. Soon he is up again and cries '32 ! ' 
Do,vn we go again. Again he rises, cries out '\Vidow's ! ' Down again. 
Sometimes two baueries fire at the same tin1e, but it's always all of thirty 
seconds· after we see the smoke before the shot strikes." 

Thursday, the 9th, ,ve ,verc turned out at half-past three in the 

morning, but nothing unusual happened. T,vo schooners came 

up in the fog about one A. :\L, with fifteen tons of amn1unition, 
and' ,vere fired into by our sentries. Nothing else of note hap
pened this day. Artillery firing ,vas heard during the afternoon 
,vhich proceeded from Spinola's column, who had run against the 

enen1y at Blount's Bridge. 

About noon of the 8th General Spinola, ,vith a force of some 
5 ,ooo infantry, including the Third, Fifth, Eighth, Seventeenth, 
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and Forty-third l\f assachusetts, and the Fifth Rhode Island, ,vith 
R.iggs's, Ashbay's, Howells's, Belger's, and Ranso111's batteries, 
started from N e,v Berne to come overland to our relief. 

About noon the next day, the 9th, the head of the colu111n 
came upon the enen1y in force, in a strong, natural position at 
Blount' s Creek. He ,vas posted on a hill on the farther side of 
the creek, his flanks covered by a swa1np, and his position was 
approachable only by a narro,v mill-dam, con1pletcly enfiladed 
by his guns. Belger's battery ,vas at once ordered forward, 
and opened, under a heavy fire of grape and canister from the 
cncn1y. Belger himself ,vas ,vounded ; and some eight or ten 
more casualties having occurred in about two hours' firing, 
Spinola gave up the idea of proceeding, and dre,v off his mch, 
having made no atte1npt either to force or to flank the enemy's 

position. He retreated direct to Ne,v Berne, marching with con
siderable haste, and reached that place on the evening of the 10th, 
,vith his men well used up ,vith n1arching. So ended the only 
atte1npt 1nadc to relieve us fron1 N e,v Berne. An officer of the 
Seventeenth in a letter to a friend says: "It ,vas considered a 
most perilous one, - a forlorn hope. Most of the officers con
sidered ,ve ,verc marching to enfire defeat, and to death or a 
prison." There certainly seems to have been a plentiful lack of 
energy and capacity sho,vn in the conduct of the expedition, and 
it seems very strange that the extended line of the enemy could 
not have been broken through by a force of at least one third of 
his o,vn entire number, and ,vith his forces divided by a river, the 
only bridge by which direct crossing could be made being closed 
to then1. If the san1c dash and push had been sho,vn as ,vas 
done· at Southwest Creek in the previous December, in a some
,vhat similar situation, it appears to the ,vriter that a \Vay might 
have been found to force or flank the position. 

· Spinola's loss of the confidence of the· men ,vas quaintly ex
pressed thereafter by a transposition of the letters of his nan1c, 
he being familiarly mentioned as " Pi-snola; " he ,vas also kno,vn 
as "General By-Jesus," and "General Dickey,'' in allusion to the 
high ,vhite collars ,vhich he then did and does still, ,ve hear, 
make . himself conspicuous by ,vearing. 

It ,vas the custom of each company on the land side to picket 
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its o,vn front; this night, the 9th, among Company G's detail 
,vcre the writer's two tent-mates, Dolbeare and At\vood. We 
occupied a tent about the right of the line held by the company, 
and very near the second traverse on the right of Blockhouse 
No. 2. The ,vell, on the top of the plateau on the ,vestern slope 
of which was our tent, ,vas about a hundred yards to our right 
and rear; it was an old-fashioned affair, ,vith curb and sweep and 
a '' dug-out,, trough, and ,vith_ the tree beside it, and Company 
G's cook-house ,vhich stood " convanient," must have · been a 
conspicuous object from the enemy's batteries on Red Hill. 

On the n1orning of Friday, the 10th, n1y t\vo comrades had 
come in from picket duty, and had turned in to make up their 
sleep; about nine o'clock I ,vas engaged in hanging out my 
blanket to air behind the tent; a squad of men were at the ,vell, 
drawing ,vater and \vashing, some of them stripped to the ,vaist; 
son1e firing ,vas going on as usual, but attracted no attention, until 
one shell seemed rather nearer than con11non, ,vhen I looked up 
just in time to see it burst, seemingly almost overhead; the group 
at the ,vcll stood not on the order of their going, but scattered 
,vith more haste than dignity, some of them making comical ex-
hibitions in their endeavors to combine rapid locon1otion \Vith the 
completion of their interrupted toilet. I started to seize my gun 
and equipments, and to ,varn my comrades in the tent; as I 
emerged \vith my traps in my hand, a second shell cracked as 
near as the first, and I sa,v a splinter come spinning and bound
ing do,vn- the-slope as I ran for my place at the next traverse; 
,vhen I got into its shelter I found most of the boys of the second 
platoon comfortably seated in the sand, ,vith their backs to the 
traverse, laughing at those ,vho had to con1e in later under fire, 
,vhich ,vas quite severe, coming apparently from eight guns in a 
ne,v battery, the first to reach our part of the line; as ,ve were 
on the left face of the salient bet\veen the fort and Blockhouse 
No. 2, the fire enfiladed us and took us slightly in reverse; the 
mark of a shell in the inside of the line ,vas noticed by the ,vriter 
later in the day. 

The fort and blockhouses promptly turned their attention to 
the stranger, and in half an hour the firing ,vas stopped so far as 
,ve were concerned. . \Vhen this seemed definitely ascertained, a 
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detail of twenty of us ,vere despatched to the to,vn to see \Vhat 
lumber ,ve could raise to make a roof for a splinter-proof. We 
,vent straight to the Grist place, where we found that his gin
house had disappeared, ,vith the exception of its floor ; this ,ve 
raised bodily from its foundations, and bore it back with us on 
our shoulders, ,vith many groans but much satisfaction, and it 
}?ecame the principal factor in the construction of our " rat-hole," 
as ,ve called it, of ,vhich the illustration will give as good an idea 
as I can do in ,vriting; it was a fair sample of the shelters made 

all along the line, though there ,vere as many differences in .detail 
as there ,vere varying circu1nstances. 

The tent in the traverse ditch was occupied by Lieutenant
Colonel Cabot, ,vho con1manded that part of the line, and Cap
tain Hunt; and according to the former ,vas known to the officers 
as "Hotel Hunt." 

The enemy opened on us again about noon fro1n the ne,v bat
tery, and again at dark; but by that time our " rat-hole " ,vas 
nearly finished, in spite of these interruptions. On the forenoon 
of this day Dr. Ware died. The ne,vs of his death cast a sadness 
over the ,vhole regiment, as he had won his ,vay into the confi
dence and regard of the entire con1mand. The fire on the fort 
this day ,vas very intense, amounting, Hall says, to t:\vo hundred 
shots per hour. "The topmast of the flagstaff ,vas shot a,vay, 
bringing the flag down by the run. David l\iyrick of Battery G, 
Third New York Artillery, climbed the mast and nailed the flag 

12 
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to its place. Shots struck the pole above and belo\v him while 
he ,vas up there., and one of them jarred him do,vn." 

When Colonel Cabot ,vas quartered at our traverse, he asked 
for a man to act as orderly; upon which Colonel Lee called Cor
poral Stephen A. Po,vcrs of Company G, and presented hin1 in 
these ,vords: '' Here, Colonel, here 's Corporal Powers; he '11 sing 
you a comic song, dance you a jig, or shoot you a Rebel, which
ever you ,vant." Powers was thereupon duly accredited as Lieu
tenant-Colonel's orderly, and obeyed and respected accordingly. 
He really was the life of the co1npany, making fun of everything. 
On one occasion as we sat in the splinter-proof listening to the 
\Vhir of the shell overhead he remarked, " Oh, thim 's only pigeon
wings, boys ! " and shortly after broke into song ,vith a parody of 
one of the songs of" 11 Recruitio," itself a parody: -

",ve 're the boys that's awful hungry, 
For there 's nothing we can eat ; 

The bloody Rebs are trying to starve us, 
And we cannot now retreat; " 

and all hands joined in the chorus. 
The position of sentry on this traverse was rather trying during 

the " morning exercises," and in one or two cases was filled, when 
a volunteer was called for, by Private Alden J. Ada1ns, ,vho was 
as gay when under fire as when safe and snug in the " rat-hole." 

And here it rriay be as well to explain hozv ,ve did guard duty 
at Washington. Each man . of the platoon went on in rotation, 
there being two posts on the line bet,veen the traverse and the 
blockhouse, and the ceremony of a sentinel· at Lieutenant-Colonel 
Cabot's headquarters being dispensed with. The tour of duty \Vas, 
during the day, two hours; at night, one. The sergeant of the 
guard sat with the corporal by a fire behind the works, at the · 
meeting of the two beats; at night, when a man's titne was up, 
the corporal would hail him as he came to that end of his beat, 
"Your time's up, - who relieves you? " '' Cogs,vell, sir." "Well, 
go and ,vake him up." Having obeyed which order, the ex .. 
sentry would turn into his o,vn blankets without further cere .. 
mony. We thought this was getting guard duty " right down 
fine; " and it certainly was a contrast to the elaborate guard ... 
mountings of our New Berne quarters. 
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Saturday, the I I th, the batteries opened on us promptly when 
the river-fog cleared, about ·g A. M. The firing \Vas quite rapid; 
most of the projectiles _\vere twelve-pound Parrott fuse-shell, few 
of \vhich burst, but most of them " tumbled " handsomely, making 
a great racket as they passed. There seemed to be also a few 
six-pound smooth-bores. Some of the shot reached the extreme 
left to-day, one falling in the river, very near t,vo of Company 
D's men who were washing there at the tin1e. 

Yesterday, ,vhen I returned to my tent to get my blankets, as 
we \Vere to sleep in the splinter-proof, I found a shot-hole 
through the side to,vard the batteries; in Company A one shot 
plunged through the "guy" end of a tent, picked up a knapsack, 
and out ,vith it through the other side of the tent, tearing the 
guy to ribbons, and dropping the knapsack a little farther on, in 
a very demoralized condition; in fact, as a knapsack, its useful
ness ,vas over when the shot got through with it. 

S0111e of Company D's men found on the Schenk! fuse-plugs of 
some shells picked up in the lines the 111ark of Messrs. George D. 
Fox & Co. of Boston ; . perhaps they catne to Mr. Hill, in care of 
Maj.-Gen. John D. Pope, the summer before. The companies on 
our right, nearer the fort, seem to have experienced more annoy
ance ·from the enemy's fire than ,ve did ; and it seems very singu
lar that there were absolutely no casualties in the regiment after 
March 30. 

This night, about I I P. M., Company E's sentry heard a noise 
in their front, and gave an alarm ,vhich turned out the company; 
on investigation a man was found wandering about ,vho proved 
to be one of our own pickets; ho,v he got there ,vas not 
explained. We were ordered back to our tents to sleep this 
night. 

Sunday, the 12th, we were all busy pitching our tents near our 
place in the line, so that we. could all be on hand in case of 
alarm. About 9.30 A. M. the enemy commenced the ordinary 
morning diversion, which lasted about three quarters of an hour, 
,vith the usual results. General Palmer arrived below this day. 
To-day we were served a ration of flour in the shape of soft bis
cuit instead of hard-tack ; but it was questionable whether the 
change was for the better. 
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Renshaw says: -

" 12th instant, finding that the enen1y had repaired their fort in the 
swan1p abreast of us with sand-bags and cotton-bales, I directed the gun
boats to fire on it, at the sa1ne time ordering s1nall pieces of port-fire to be 
put in the shells, which had the desired effect of setting fire to the cotton. 
The enemy, under the galling fire of the gunboats, attempted to extinguish 
the flames, but their efforts proved unsuccessful. They then placed a red 
flag with a dark cross directly in an e1nbrasure and left it; when we ceased 
firing there was but little vestige of fort or flag left. One hundred and 
four shots were fired during the day at the gunboats and town ; the latter 
suffered slightly." 

At night the enemy opened on the " Louisiana" and bridge, 
but ,vithout effect; at the same time the " vVido,v Blunt" scolded 
at the fort for a ,vhile, but also ,vithout results. 

1\1onday, the I 3th, ,ve ,voke and found it raining. Fire ,vas 
opened from the fort on the Red I-Iill batteries about eight 
o'clock, but dre,v no reply. After the enemy left ,ve found that 
they made a practice of bringing up their guns each morning and 
putting the1n in battery under cover of the river fog; ,vhen this 
cleared a,vay they would open fire, often ,vith a volley, and ,vhen 
things got too warm for them they would haul them off out of 

. 
range again. 

Commodore Rensha,v says of this day's operations: -

'' Our batteries on shore fired a few shots, but no response from the 
enemy. Rodman's and the battery containing the thirty-two-pounder above 
fired one hunared and twenty shots at the gunboats and town ; the 
' Eagle' was struck twice, producing but little injury. · At 5 P. l\t. a thirty
pound rifled gun opened fire on the 'Louisiana,' one-half n1ile distant on 
the New Berne road, doing no damage except cutting some of the light 
rigging and blocks away, the shots mostly passing over and taking effect in 
the town; this gun was silenced in fifteen minutes by the 'Louisiana.' 
During the night I directed the mastheads to be decorated with bushes to 
correspond with the woods, the ene1ny having range of us from both 
sides. Having understood that the Rebel infantry were in the habit of 
keeping guard on the river below to prevent our small boats coming 
through, I ordered acting volunteer Lieutenant NfacDearmid to take any 
sma1l schooner he could find, mount a howitzer, and drive the Rebel 
pickets fron1 the water. About Io P. M. he encountered the Rebel boats 
filled with infantry ; after exchanging a few shots they were con1pelled to 
retire, since which they have not ventured on the river to prevent our 
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small boats from passing up and do,vn. At 11.25 P. M. the steamer 
'Escort' gallantly ran the blockade with reinforcen1ents for our army." 

To,vards midnight there ,vas heavy artillery firing on the river, 
increasing in intensity_ and nearness, followed by great cheering 
and shouting in the to,vn. \Ve ,vere turned out, but soon found 
that instead of the Rebels having assailed our ,vorks, the "Escort," 
,vith our old comrades of the Fifth Rhode Island, Colonel Sisson 
on board, had successfully run the blockade and arrived at the 
to,vn. 

The boat ,vas loaded ,vith baled hay, and the men protected 
as n1uch as possible; and although they ran the gauntlet of a 
heavy artillery and n1usketry fire, their losses ,vere slight, being 

. only a fe,v ,vounded. 
The N e,v York " Herald " says: -

" It appears that on Saturday night, April r r, just after the return of 
General Spinola to New Berne, and before any tin1e had been given them 
to recover from the fatigues of their previous labors, the officers of the 
Fifth Rhode Island ca11ed on General Fahner, and stated that their men 
had en masse requested pern1ission to run past the batteries below \Vash
ington, or to land and capture the1n bodily. 

"The offer to do this former was gladly accepted, and the transport 
'Escort' having been selected, the brave boys of Little Rhody, with the 
n1ud of their previous march not yet dry upon their clothing, went on 
board at midnight, hardly any one but themselves knowing of the circum~ 
stance. So completely exhausted were the men with their four days' hard 
marching and fighting, that when they found themselves on board the 
steamer they sank down to rest and sleep upon the bare decks, as • only 
tired warriors can. . . . 

" A run of seventeen hours brought them to the fleet of gunboats, five 
miles below the battery at Hill's Point, where delay was necessary in order 
to arrange a plan for running the Rebel blockade. This displeased the 
Rhode Islanders, who wished to face the music at once; but they were 
obliged to wait the trial of their herois1n till Monday night. 

"About ten o'clock on l\1Ionday night the gunboats which had taken 
position just below the Hill's Point battery opened a brisk fire upon the 
Rebel works, but were unable to elicit any reply. 

"During the cannonade the 'Escort,' loaded with supplies and troops, 
steamed up past the gunboats, and before the Rebels could realize the 
fact, was abreast of the battery, and had entered the pass of the blockade, 
which had been buoyed out by Captain lVlcDermott [MacDearmid] of 
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the 'Ceres,' through which she passed in safety. The Hill's Point battery 
did not 1nolest her in passing~ owing to the fact that the gunboats kept up 
such an incessant and well-directed fire upon the fort as to n1ake it impos
sible for the Rebels to get their guns into position. 

" But after the steainer had passed the blockade her trip was a decid
edly exciting one. The Rebels had P?Sted their sharpshooters on rafts in 
the river, in the bushes on the shore, and they also had planted light field 
batteries along the south bank of the river, near which the channel runs, 
from which they kept up a continuous firing of volley after volley of mus
ketry, and roar upon roar of artillery, until the craft was lost in the distance. 
For six miles she ran the fiery gauntlet, a part of the time· being within 
three hundred yards of a shore which swarn1ed with gray-backed rifle1nen 
and butternut-colored artillerists, whose every word of co1n111and and shout 
of defiance could be distinctly heard by those on board. 

" \Vhen she arrived opposite the battery on Rodn1an's farm, the guns 
which had so nearly den1olished the 'Conunoclore Hull,' belched forth 
their hostile welcome, and for twenty minutes the thunder from the Rebel 
guns was continued. Guided only by the firing upon shore, the brave 
pilot headed her on until the last discharges of cannon and musketry were 
heard far astern, and he knew he was close upon \Vashington. Then he 
espied the low black hull of one of our gunboats, and he~rd the watch-bell 
upon the deck tolling out the hour of the night; then he saw the dim 
lights of the town, and heard the half-suppressed voices of our men on 
shore, and he doubly realized that the immediate danger was over. 

"You know that I have seen many feats of valor during the war, and 
can judge somewhat of the boldness and nerve requisite for them, and can 
also approximate unto something like a reasonable con1parison of such 
events ; and here allow me to say that this feat of the ' Escort ' and those 
on board has had no parallel during the war. Gunboats and iron-clads, 
to be sure, have run past batteries in wide rivers, as it was their place to 
do, and the events have been telegraphed far and wide; but I have yet 
to learn of an unarmed transport loaded with a regiment. of men and a 
cargo of supplies and ammunition even attempting such a thing as here 
narrated.'' 

At the same time three schooners laden ,vith provisions and 
ammunition ran the blockade, being manned by thirty volunteers 
from the Forty-third lVIassachusetts, ·who ,verc also lying belo,v. 

Tuesday, the r4th, the fog cleared early. We were all feeling 
happy that now the " charm was broken," and ,ve ,vere both 
physically and morally reinforced by the arrival of our old com
rades of the Fifth Rhode Island. 

While Company G was drawing breakfast in the hollo,v between 
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the traverses, the batteries opened on us; those ,vho had al
ready received their eight hard-tack and their coffee suddenly 
evaporated; those who had not, hung on, cocking their eyes up 
at each passing shot like a hen in a sho,ver, but keeping in line 
for their turn, and vamosing with remarkable suddenness as soon 
as their dipper~ ,vere full. The ,vriter had to ,vait for some five 
or six, and it is still fresh in his memory ho,v he stumbled in the 
drain which was dug from the traverse ditch, just as he ,vas ready 
to dive for shelter, losing half his coffee up his sleeve, to the huge 
and undisguised amusement of his laughing comrades. The 
firing ,vas of short duration this morning. 
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"The enemy," Rensha,v reports, '' attempted to raise again 
their flag on the s,vamp battery; a fe,v well-directed shell from 
the 'Comn1odore Hull' tore it to pieces." 

At night the ,vriter ,vas on outside picket; it rained steadily all 
night, and ,ve were entirely unmolested and quiet, and came in 
next morning at daybreak very tired and sleepy; had had just 
about time to eat breakfast when, as n1y diary says, " the ball 
opened at t,venty minutes before seven," and continued the usual 
forty-five or fifty minutes; this day they pelted us with six-pound 
round fuse .. shell, ,vhich burst ,vell and made ~hings particularly 
interesting for the sentry on the traverse. 

Mean,vhile the firing all round had been severe, - in fact, since 
we came in from picket; we afterwards heard that General Foster 
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had run the blockade do,vn the river in the " Escort," and had 

gone to N e,v Berne to bring up a colun1n overland to raise the 

siege. He left us the follo,ving fare,vell order: -

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH AR:\lY CORPS, 

. \VASHINGTON, N. C., April 14, 1863. 

The commanding general announces to the garrison of this town that 
he is about to leave for a brief space of tin1e the gallant soldiers and sailors 
of this garrison. Brigadier-General . Potter will remain in com111and, and 
in him the comn1anding general has the n1ost perfect confidence as a 
brave and able soldier. The co1nmand of the naval forces remains un
changed ; therefore that arm of the service will be as effective and perfect 
as heretofore. The comn1anding general leaves temporarily, and for the 
purpose of putting ·himself at the head of a relieving force. Having raised 
the siege, he expects soon to reti.un; but before leaving he n1ust express 
to the naval force here, and to the soldiers under his command, the 
Twenty-seventh and Forty-fourth l\Iassachusetts regin1ents, detachtnents 
of the Third New York Cavalry and First North Carolina volunteers, his 
thanks for and achniration of the untiring zeal, noble emulation, and excel
lent courage which have distinguished them during th~ sixteen days of the 
enemy's attack on this post; and he feels confident that the display of 
those qualities under G·eneral Potter ,vill hold the place till the siege be 
raised. 

J. G. FOSTER, 

Major-General Com11zo.nding Eighteenth Army Corps. 

The '' Escort" left vVashington on the morning of the I 5th at 
5.30 A. l\L, having on board General Foster and his A. A. G., 
Lieut.-Col. Southard Hoffn1an, and others of his staff. When the· 
boat arrived ,vithin range of Rodman's Point the batteries opened 
upon her, and as she approached the shore she came under 

heavy musketry fire; the boat, ho,vever, kept on, passing at last 

the Hill's Point battery; she ,vas struck by eighteen shot and 
shell; her upper ,vorks ,vere literally riddled with bullets ( the 

,vriter aftenvards sa,v her at New Berne).· The pilot, Mr. Pethe

rick, a loyal North Carolinian, was killed at his post as the boat 

passed Rodman's Point. 
Thursday 1norning, the 16th, the ,vriter ,vas detailed for guard at 

the traverse upon turning out; this ,vas the critical tour of the 

day, as it included the daily artillery exercise ; so I kept a very 
sharp lookout on Red Hill as the fog cleared a,vay, and gre,v 
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more and n1ore anxious; time ,vore on, and still " no reports." 
After a ,vhile a small squad of nien in butternut appeared on the 
Jamesville road, coming in the direction of our lines; after pass
ing out of sight bel~ind Fort \Vashington they did not reappear; 
but in a short time a colu1nn of men in blue filed up the san1e 
road to the cut in Red Hill, and then to the right along the 
hillside. A platoon was deployed as skirmishers and began to 
move cautiously upward toward the Rebel ,vorks. By this time 
all of us were on the line, ,vatching anxiously for the smoke and 
flash of a volley from the ,vorks, but none came; and on coming 
,vithin fifty yards the skirn1ish line made a rush, and in a mo1nent 
the yello,v sand parapet was cro,vded with blue-coats, and ,ve 
could hear their cheering as they s,vung their caps in exultation. 
It ,vas Con1panies E and B, T,venty-seventh lvfassachusetts, ,vho 
had been in1mediately sent out upon receipt, from the party of 
deserters who had just come in, of the news of the enemy's de
parture. These men reported that the enemy ,vere in bad condi
tion. They had been put on shorter rations than ourselves; 
namely, one quart cob meal and one quarter of a pound of bacon 
per day; their artillery was all light ( ,ve kne,v of one thirty-two
pounder, and the. ,vriter still has a piece of shrapnel fron1 it). 
They ,vere falling back up the roads toward Greenville and 
Kinston. 

Mean,vhile on the New Berne road beyond the river Company 
E's pickets had made the same discovery; their historian says: 

"\iVhile we were on picket last night we heard noises which were un
accountable, on which a few shells were thrown into the swamp. At four 
o'clock this n1orning we heard the Rebel drmns beat for roll-call, at five 
o'clock the bugle call for advance; so we suppose the Rebels have 
started. They came near to the creek, but it was so dark we could not 
1nake out much. \Ve saw a n1an on a white horse at the picket-post:- as a. 
lantern was in a position to throw a strong light on him. To-day Com
pany I's picket advanced to the old earthworks, where Hobart, Leonard, 
and Lawrence were taken, and found everybody gone from that side of the 
river." 

. Rensha,v says: -

" Discovering that the guns had been removed from Rodman's Point, 
I ordered the 'Co1nmodore Hull,' 'Ceres,' and 'Eagle ' to shell the 
point well before landing our troops. Acting third Assistant-Engineer 
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Thos. Mallahan of the 'Ceres,' while atte1npting to land in one of her boats, 
was killed by a musket ball." 

It seems a s1nall party ,vere still left in the ,vorks, and ,vhen 
l\ilr. lviallahan, Master's Mate Hudson, and t\vo men attempted to 
land and raise the colors on the ,vorks, about fifty of the enemy 
rose from behind rifle-pits and fired into the boat, ,vith the result 
above stated. A small schooner ,vith four or five men of the 
Forty-third, ,vho had come up the night previous ,vith ammuni
tion, ,vas running close to the shore ,vhen the enemy opened fire, 
wounding Francis Tripp mortally and one other of the Forty
third slightly. The gunboats came back, and at 2 P. l\f. the 
"Eagle" ,vent do,vn again, running as close to Point as she could, 
and sending shell into the batteries ,vith great precision. Mr. 
Lay with eight men of the First North Carolina, his gun's crew, 
went ashore, follo,ved by l\1aster's lvlate Tucker, ,vith a howitzer 
and five men, and planted the colors on the Rebel ,vorks. Half 
an hour later, three hundred of the Fifth Rhode Island, under 
Lieutenant-Colonel Te,v, and one gun of Third N e,v York Artil
lery under Lieutenant l\1ower, arrived, and proceeded out on a 

.reconnoissance; they surrounded four Rebels, one of who1n was 
killed in trying to escape, but the other three ,vere captured, 
being Captain Parker of the Fiftieth North Carolina Volunteer 
Artillery, Brigade Conunander, Drum-Major Mott, and a private 
of the same regiment. The captain reported Hill's force at 
6,000, and 3,000 at the Cross-roads. He said that town would 

- . , ·- -

be stormed again within three days. 
Two of their guns - a twenty-pound Parrott and a Whit

worth - were found burst; and also the following· notice was 
found posted up. 

YANKEES. 
\Ve leave you, not because we cannot take Washington, but because it 

is not worth taking ; and besides, the cli1nate is not agreeable. A man 
should be amphibious to inhabit it. \Ve leave you a few bursted guns, 
some stray solid shot, and a ,nan and a brother who was rescued from the 
waves to which some foray among his equi/s consigned him. 

But this tribute we pay you : you have acted with much gallantry during 
the brief siege. \Ve salute the pilot of the " Escort." 

Co. K, 32d Regt. N. C. Vols. 
FORT HILL, April, 1863. 
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Renshaw says: "Enemy burst four guns at Rodn1an's,- hvo 
Whitworth and t\vo Parrott, rifled, latter marked 'Tredegar Works 
Richmond.' " 

In the afternoon the follo,ving order ,vas received: -

Special Order. 
HEADQUARTERS, April 16, 1863. 

Colonel Lee, commanding Forty-fourth l\Iassachusetts, will detail three 
companies to proceed on board stea1ner " Eagle " at 6.30 o'clock to 
Hill's Point. The men will take three days' rations, blankets, over
coats, etc. 

The three companies will, with two companies of the Forty-third 
Massachusetts, be under com1nand of the major of that regiment. 

By order of 
General PorrER. 

G. '"· ATWILL, A. A. A. G. 

In accordance ,vith this order Companies C, D, and I ,vere 
detailed under l\!Iajor Dabney, to ,vhom the command of the 
entire force ,vas afterwards transferred, and ,vent on board the 
" Eagle," ,vhere they slept. 

Next morning, the 17th, they landed in small boats at Hill's 
Point. " Corporal" says: -

" It was the strongest point of the Rebel blockade. Behind the earth
works, which were 1nostly erected at an· early day in the Rebellion, are a 
plenty of bon1b-proofs. . . . Between the shore and the woods is a Rebel 
rifle-pit. This forenoon we skinnished out a n1ile or so, encountering 
an old Rebel camp, and the one the Rebels have recently occupied. 
\Ve picked up one 'butternut' gentlen1an with a carpet-bag containing a 
Rebel uniform, and the picture of a Rebel officer. 'Butternut' said he 
picked up the carpet-bag in the woods as he was going home from mill. 
He said the ' Rebs ' were robbing the population of their provisions, and 
had nearly cleaned hitn out." 

The "Phcenix" came up this morning with ammunition. 
Captain Richardson came out in a carriage to-day to see his 
company, previously to leaving for Ne,v Berne. He ,vas quite 
advanced in convalescence, and expected to be again on duty 
shortly. Nothing ,vas heard from the enemy to-day . 
. ~• Saturday, I 8th; the cavalry picket on our left ,vas fired upon 

and wounded in the ,vrist this afternoon; a party of Company E 
with s01ne of Company B, Twenty-seventh, started out fron1 
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Blockhouse No. I, but after an hour's search found nothing. 
About eight P. !\I. there was an alarm fro1n this hlockhouse and 
,ve turned out. A couple of shell ,vere fired from the howitzer 
there, after which all was quiet, though ,ve remained under arms 
until eleven o'clock. This ,vas our last alarm. 

Lieutenant Con1n1anding vV. P. McCann, of the "I-Iunchback,"_ 
says: -

" Owing to buoys being removed, pilots were afraid to attempt to run 
batteries. Also we· engaged Hill's Point battery three titnes without 
silencing it, and on consultation with the con11nanding officers it was 
deemed improper to attempt to run the gunboats through to Rodman's 
until a demonstration was made by the army [ referring to Spino la's 
Expedition]." 

Sunday, the 19th, guns ,vere heard six or eight miles a,vay, 
across the river. The advance of General Foster's column 
arrived about noon, and he himself came up the river on the 
" Escort" in the afternoon. The to,vn no,v seemed full of troops ; 
,ve had little to do for a day or two but to dra,v full rations, and 
,vrite letters home, and laugh at the ,vild accounts ,vhich no,v 
reached us in the home papers of the affair ,ve had just been 
engaged in. 

Before dinner on Tuesday, the 2 I st, ,ve received orders to be 
ready to go on board the boat for N e,v Berne at an hour's notice. 

Next morning ,ve ,vere up at four o'clock, and at half-past five 
,vere on board the steamer " Thomas Collyer ; " cast off and got 
under ,vay -at 6.17. \Ve stopped at I-Jill's Point to take on board 
the detached companies, and at about 9.45 ,vere fairly on our 
,vay to Ne,v Berne, ,vhic:h we reached about miduight of the 22d. 

So ended the heaviest piece of service in ,vhich the regiment 
,vas engaged; for seventeen days ,ve ,vere constantly on the 
alert, and during all but- t\vo days of the time there was no day 
when those stationed to,vard the right of our line ,vere not under 
fire, often for the greater part of the day. The cannonading ,vas 
nearly continuous. 

The reports of expenditure of ammunition in the gunboats will 
give some idea of the service done by the navy. Comn1odore 
Renshaw reports for the "Louisiana" 105 8-inch shells for 
·every II up to 20; 301 32-pound shells fron1 111 to 20 11 ; 50 solid 
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shot and 2 5 I 2-pound she~ls. Captain lVIacD~armid 213 shells of 
~11 kinds; Saltonstall, of the " Hull," 33 I 30-pound Parrott shells 
and shrapnel; I 38 24-pound howitzer ditto and canister. 

The regiment ,vas especially favored in the matter of casualties, 
the four ,vho ,vere ,vounded in the skirmish of March 30 making 
up the entire list. 

General Foster while with us paid constant attention to the 
state of the garrison and works; there ,vas seldom a day when he 
did not pass along the line with General Potter, and often one or 
hvo other staff officers:. after returning to Ne,v Berne, he issued 
the follo,ving order: -

Ge11eral Orr/er N.,. 63. 

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS 

NEW BERNE, April 24, 1863. 

The garrison of \Vashington, N. C., composed of the T\venty-seventh 
Massachusetts Regiment, Forty-fourth lvlassachusetts Regiment, Fifth 
Rhode Island, First North Carolina Volunteers, Company I Third New 
York Cavalry, Battery G Third New York Artillery, have well n1erited, by 
their steadiness: courage, and endurance, the honor of inscribing, and they 
are ordered to inscribe on their banners and guidons, "\VASHINGTON, April, 
1863.,, 

Per order 
Major-General J. G·. FOSTER. 

SOUTHARD HoFF:\IA~, A. A. G. 

In the history of the Third New York Artil1ery, Hall says of 
this defence: -

" The success of Foster's ga11ant little band of 2,200 [sic] in keeping at 
bay a w~ole Rebel corps for twenty days, and not_withstanding an aggres
sive siege of twelve days, has been justly regarded ac; unparalleled in the war. 
The 1nerit of the achievement is prominently and perhaps principally due 
to Battery G, of the Third New York Artillery.'' . 

A comrade con1ments on this: "l'he gunboats deserve a large 
share, as ,vell as General Foster's personal presence, and our 
band." 

Captain Denny, in "vVearing the Blue," makes the following 
remarks: -

" \Vhen it is considered that the defence of this line was made against 
fourteen thousand Confederate troops under skilled commanders, we do 
not hesitate to say that the defence against such odds rises to the pitch of 
heroic grandeur ectua11ed during the war only by lV[ulligan's glorious de
fence of Lexington, Missouri, in the autumn of 1861." 
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During the siege our comrades of companies F and B, on 
picket at Batchelder's Creek, listened daily ,vith anxious hearts 
for the sound of the guns at Washington. As long as the firing 
could be heard they felt that ,ve still held out; ,vhen there was a 
quiet day, or the wind ,vas unfavorable for the guns being heard, .. 
they said sadly to the1nselves. " The boys are gone up; " but 
next day the dull rumble of the distant cannon ,vould again reach 
their ears, and they thought, :, No, the Forty-fourth is all right 
yet." Great ,vas their anxiety on the night ,vhen the Fifth Rhode 
Island came through, supposing that the heavy firing denoted the 
night assault that all expected. They probably suffered as much 
from anxiety as ourselves, who ,vere present and absorbed in 
what had to be done from day to day. 

The ne,vspaper reports of the siege during its continuance, 
though they seem to us no,v funny enough, ,vcre of the most dis
quieting nature for our friends at home, as will appear from a 
quotation from one of the writer's letters from home under date 

of April 14. 

" I thought to have finished mother's letter yesterday ; but I was quite 
engaged 1nost of the day, and in truth did not feel 1nuch like writing under 
the uncertain prospects in regard to your whereabouts, or if ever it would 
reach you. The uncertainty still remains j the conflicting accounts, even, 
make it apparent that you are in a dangerous position. But as we can do 
nothing but hope for the best, I shall continue as if this were sure of find
ing you a free United States troop somewhere." 

In looking over these old letters, a " pocket" of cuttings n1ostly 
from the "Transcript," and relating to the siege, ,vas "struck; " 

1 these the writer proposes to quote verbatZ:m et llteratint. 

"1Ve1.t1 York 8th [April]. The 'Post ' learns that on the 4th inst. General 
Foster was at Little \Vashington with a brigade, a regiment of North Caro
lina troops, and some other troops, and were virtually surrounded by 
rebels, who have erected batteries on Tar River, between N ewberne and 
Little \Vashington, which the naval force of wooden gunboats are unable 
to pass. 

"It was understood that a battle had taken place between Foster and 
the rebels, but nothing definite was known. Heavy firing was heard, 
lasting from Wednesday night to Friday night, evidently from the rebel 
batteries. 
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" Gen. Foster's means of defence are deemed ample, having a fort and 
entrenchments with sufficient ammunition and provisions. 

" Large reinforcements are in transports below the batteries unable to 
reach Foster for want of s01ne naval force competent to take them. 

"The reported surrender of Gen. Foster is discredited. It is understood 
that he is confident of his ability to successfully withdraw his forces, even 
if co1npelled to relinquish the town and Pa1nlico River." 

" New York ✓tpril 9. Passengers · fron1 Beaufort, N. C., state that on 
the 5th the rebel pickets on the Trent road were extended to a point nine 
miles from New Berne. 

"Affairs at Little '\Vashington looked threatening. Sunday evening the 
rebel Gen. HiII was opposing Gen. Foster's little band, and on Monday 
afternoon, rumor at New Berne said that Gen. Foster had surrendered. 
This is not credited, as it was believed that reinforcen1ents from Suffolk 
Va., had reached \V ashington. Gen. Foster's position was strongly en_ 
trenched by rifle pits and ditches. Cannonading was heard at Newbern 
all day Sunday and ~1onday. 

"The stea1n gunboat Chocura and State of Georgia were coaling at 
Morehead City to run the blockade of Pan1lico River, where there was but 
one gunboat." 

" 1Vew · York April I 31 h. The steamer Dudley Buck, from Newbern 
9th, brings the report that it was expected Gen. Foster would have to sur
render fro1n want of provisions." 

"New York April 13th. A letter frotn Cot Sissell, [ query, Sisson 7] an 
officer under Gen. Foster, under date of the 9th inst., says the latter can
not hold out more than a day longer, being short of provisions and com
pletely surrounded." 

"New York, April 13th. The gunboat Valley City, which passed the 
rebel batteries below \Vashington, N. C., to Gen. Foster's assistance, was 
struck by sixty-three shot. Her subsequent fate is not known." 

From other collections ,ve glean the follo,ving. From the 
" N e,v York Express: " -

" On the 20th ult., Gen. Foster with a portion of Spinola's and Prince's 
brigades comprising the Penn. Regts. of Cols. McKibbin, Dyer, Bear, the 
12th N. Y., ~ 5 7th N. Y. and 1st N. C. started for Little Washington on 
the junction of the Tar and Pamlico rivers, where they entrenched them
selves. In the n1ean time the Rebels erected a very powerful battery on 
Scoon Pt., some 5 miles below \Vashington, which commands the channel, 
which at that point is very narrow and runs close in shore .... 

"Gen. Magruder with 5000 rebels attacked Foster's position from the 
land side and thus completely surrounded him." 
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From the "Journal," April 2: -

" Gen. Foster ordered out Co. A, Capt. Richardson and Co. D, Capt. 
Sullivan, on a reconnoissance. They went out of the earthworks and while 
out their retreat was . cut off. So Capt. R. ordered the 111en to cut their 
way through, which they did with considerable loss - son1e 1 6 killed and 
wounded. Among them was Capt. R. who was wounded and Orderly 
Ecln1ands who was killed." 

A private letter fro1n a 1nember of the regiment dated April 7 : " Re
port to-day is that our Colonel Lee was killed in a charge on the rear of 
the rebels' battery. 

" Ed. - The report in relation to Col. Lee we do not feel at liberty to 
withhold, although it is 1nore than probable that it is entirely unfounded." 

" One letter from New Berne gives a rumor that 8 companies of the 
l\'Iass. 44th at Little ,v ashington had made a sally and captured quite a 
number of rebels." 

This will sho,v the ,vild character of many of the reports ,vhich 
found their way to our friends at ho1ne ; others ,vere nearer the 
facts, but scarcely more encouraging. lVlany incidents of the 
siege ,vere amusing enough. A comrade of Con1pany D con
tributes the following: -

" During the siege of Little \Vashington, before the duties became so 
arduous that we were glad to obtain sleep even if in five-n1inute instal
ments, a quartette fro1n Company D was one morning engaged in a quiet 
game of euchre just outside the company quarters. John Payne was sit
ting with his back to the shanty which had been erected as a shelter for 
the co1npany, to avoid further trespassing on the kindness of the con1rades 

. -- . 

of Company B, Twenty-seventh Massachusetts, who had been assigned 
quarters in the blockhouse. The boys had just gathered up their cards. 
and Payne was laughing over some joke, when a solid shot passed over 
Fort Washington, ploughed up the sand just in front of the quarters, 
almost buried the boys in the shower, and then plunged into the river. 
Payne's mouth was wide open, and he received more than his share of the 
sand. As soon as he could articulate he exclain1ed, 'I'm not hungry, 
Johnny ; I 've had n1y breakfast ! ' " 

One day during the siege Johnson, Bedell, and Tackney of 
Company E, thinking that ,ve ,vere deficient in artillery, cast 
about to supply the ,vant so far as they could. Rummaging about, 
they found an old pair of wheels and some stove pipe, and 
having mounted the funnel on the \Vheels, ran it up toward the 



\YASHINGTON. 193 

,vorks. Some of the Johnnies had evidently been ,vatching the 
proceedings ,vith a great deal of interest, for just as the boys had 
got their " piece" in position, puff ,vent a gun at the Widow 
Blunt place, and a solid shot fron1 the enemy struck uncomf ort
ably close. The boys concluded that an attempt was being 1nade 
to disn1ount their ne,v gun, and feeling that enough had been 
done for honor, and that should the R.ebels be successful no 
great damage ,vould be done to our arman1ent, they retired to 
the shelter of their bon1b-proof. 

One of our cavalry pickets, under cover of a flag of truce, 
entered into conversation ,vith a R.ebel officer, a lieutenant, who 
,vished to kno,v how large a force we had ; the man told him, 
"Enough to take care of all the Rebels in North Carolina." "I 
should think so," ,vas the reply, "for you are a d--d sight 
longer winded than any of us imagined." . 

Our regimental band ,vas one morning stationed in the fort, in 
a sheltered place, ,vhile the firing from Red Hill ,vas going on, 
and played for some tin1e, chiefly national airs; it ,vas remarked 
that "Dixie" seemed to draw rather an extra warm acknowledg
ment from "our friends the enemy."_ It has since been suggested 
that the object of this demonstration ,vas to give the impression 
that a brigade ,vas present. 

It seems as if the enemy must have been deceived as to our 
numbers, for Garnett said, when ordered to assault upon the 
14th of i\ pril, that he ,vould " lose half his men getting there, 
and the other half getting back." A story to the same effect 
reached the ,vriter's ears not long after the siege. After the in
vestment ,vas raised, it is said L1eutenant " Teddy" O'Brien of 
the Third New York Cavalry ,vas reconnoitring on the south side 
of the river ,vith a sn1all platoon of his company; upon turning a 
bend in the road he sa,v, not t\vo hundred yards a,vay, a squad
ron of Rebel cavalry con1ing to,vards him. Running a,vay seemed 
risky, so he drew his sabre, and giving the order, "Battalion, 
charge! " rushed down upon them with his sabre in air, as if he 
really had a regiment at his back; they were entirely taken in 
by his '' cheek," and. thinking it ,vas the advance guard only of a 
heavy column, surrendered at once ,vithout resistance, and with 
their officers and colors fell captive to his bo,v and spear. When 

13 
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the captain in con11nand was brought into the town. upon looking 
about hi1n he asked \Vith great eagerness_, '' \Vhcre have you 
hid{ien all your n1cn? " 

Son1e con1ical incidents happened to the 1ncn under fire. The 
writer was one morning detailed to ,vickl the shovel a1nong a 
squad who \Vere set to heighten the traverse. Being slight, and 
not mighty in throwing sand higher th.an his head, he with an
other was put on the top of ~he traverse to pat down and level 
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what ,vas thro,vn up to them: it being about_ the ordinary h?ur 
of our morning salutation from Red Hill, ·"vc kept a \Vary eye on 
the embrasures there. After a ,vhile came the long-looked-for 
puff of white smoke, and ,vith a call of "Heads belo,v ! " the 
\Vriter dropped his shovel in the traverse ditch, himself sliding 
do,vn the slope of the ,vork in it~ wake; as his feet reached the 
bottom, the shell screamed overhead, and all immediately sought 
shelter in the splinter-proof. The fire, as usual upon opening, 
\Vas heavy and rapid; and just as \Ve ,vere con1fortably settled 
do,vn to a,vait further developments, the captain,· catching sight of 
one man ,vithout his ,veapon, immediately called to the ,vritcr, 
"Where's your gun and equipments?,, "In my tent, sir.,, (l 

had forgotten to bring the1n when I ,vent to work.) " Go and 
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get them." . It might have been about thirty feet each ,vay that 
this particular private of Cotnpany G had to go, exposed to the 
fire, and never did any one strive with n1ore earnestness to 1nake 
hin1self as s111all as possible. That journey took about a ,veek, and 
if none of the shells hit, every joke fro1n the rat-hole did, as those 
laughing boys sitting there in safety ,. guyed " their comrade who 
had to go out in the sho,ver. 

Corporal Powers and Private Bro,vn of G one day got leave to 
go to the river to ,vash; they improved the opportunity to wash 
some of their clothes, waiting, ,vhile they dried, in rather primi
tive array; so1nehow or other they managed to dra,v the fire of 
one of the batteries on the opposite bank, and became the occa
sion of quite a little exchange of complitnents, making thernselves 
scarce in about as dignified a n1anncr as the bathers at the well 
did ,vhen the l~ed I-Iill batteries opened on them. 

This siege ,vas, as has been said, our most i1nportant piece of 
service. \iVhat ,ve did from day to day see1ned then to us ordi
nary enough, and the idea of giving up the place ,vithout a fight 
entered into no head ,vithin the lines. :\Jost of us, I think, were 
therefore rather surprised to find ourselves in a manner made 
heroes of on account of it. As I have heard it said by one of 
the garrison, '' vVhat ,vould they have had us do?" 

The service done by the Fifth Rhode Island, ho,vever, served 
to bind yet closer the ties of comradeship that held the hvo 
remaining regiments of Stevenson's Brigade together, as ,vill 
appear from the follo,ving- correspondence: -

. CAMP !HOMAS G. STF.VENSO~, NEW BERNE, 1863. 
Colonel HENRY T. SISSON, Commanding 5th R I. 

CoLO~EL, - At a n1eeting of the field, staff, and line officers, held at 
,vashington, N. C., on 1\1eschly e\·ening :\pril 21, Col. F. L. Lee presiding, 
the following resolutions were unanimously adopted : -

TVhercas, During the late siege of ,vashington, N. C., when the town 
had been bombarded and all its con1111unications cut off for fifteen days, 
after several ineff ectua] atten1pts had heen made to relieve the garrison, 
and the enterprise had been virtually pronounced impracticable, Colonel 
Sisson volunteered the· services of his regiment, and succeeded, against 
every obstable and discouragen1ent. in rm1ning the blockade with the 
stean1er " Escort," thus bringing to the besieged forces the n111ch-needed 
reinforcements, atnmunitions, and supp1ies. 
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Resolved, That in this achieve111ent Colonel Sisson with his brave regi
ment has perfonned one of the 1nost heroic acts of the war, and that this 
act, by so disheartening the enemy that within two clays he was led to 
retire, was the itnmediate cause of the raising of the siege. 

Resolved, T'hat the n1e1nbers of the Forty-fourth l\fassachusetts feel that 
thanks are peculiarly due fron1 the1n to their comrades in arms who so 
generously volunteered their services and 1net so great risks in carrying 
succor to a brother regiment. · 

Resolved, That as an expres~ion of their gratitude and achniration, if 
it meet the wishes of the Fifth Rhode Island Regi1nent, a set of colors 
be presented to them, bearing a device conunemorative of this act of 
gallantry. 

To which a reply was returned as follo,vs: -

CAMI.' ANTHONY, NEW BERNE, April 28, 1863. 

COLONEL, - I take great pleasure in acknowledging to you and the offi
cers of your comn1ancl 1ny sense of the high honor which you have done 
us in the very con1plimentary resolutions which I have just received. 

Be assured. Colonel~ they are the n1ore acceptable as con1ing fro1n a 
body of n1en whose character and good opinion we respect so highly as 
the regiment you have the honor to co1n1nand. Your generous action 
will tend not only to cement n1ore closely our two brother regin1ents, 
but also the sister States from which we cmne, already dosely united 
by a common history, and by struggles and clangers in defence of o~r 

country. 
lVIay we be more closely knit together in peace and union under the 

flag which both l\1assachusettc;; and Rhode Island have done so 1nuch to 

uphold. 
Accept, _ sir, _ the thanks of the Fifth Rhode Island for your kind 

sentiinents, and believe me, 
\Vith respect, very truly yours, 

H. T. SISSON, 

Colonel Conzmanding Fifth Rhode Island Volunteers. 
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CHAPTER X. 

PICKET-DUTY OF B AND F. 

ONDAY, March 2, 1863, Com
panies B and F, under the com
mand of Captain Storrow of 
Company F, ,vere taken three 
miles up the railroad, upon open 
cars, and relieved t\vo con1panies 

of the Fifty-first Massachu
setts on picket. On the 6th· 
the battalion marched three 
miles farther out, and ,vent 

into can1p in the pine ,voods near Batchelder's Creek, along 
,vhich the outer pickets of N·e,v Berne ,vere posted. 

F orn1er occupants of the post had nearly finished eight log 
huts in the thick woods. T'hese ,vere not utiliz.ed as quarters for 
the battalion, but around them, as a centre, smaller huts ,vere. 
constructed, roofed in by shelter-tents, littered with stra,v, ,varmed 
by brick fireplaces, and rendered homelike by conveniences and 
ornaments ,vhich the ingenuity and good taste of the rank and 
file improvised. These occupied three sides, ,vhile the ,vall tents 
of the officers filled the fourth side. The trees, stumps, and 
" pine-trash " were removed from the enclosure, leaving a firm, 
even camp-ground, - fortunately insoluble in rain-,vater, and 
never n1uddy. In the centre of the camp ,vas erected a double
masted flag-pole, topped with a ,veather-vane, and bearing on its 
cross-trees the legend, "Can1p Lee, occupied March 6, I 863." 

The t\vo companies remained in this camp for t\vo months, 
enjoying the brightest and pleasantest part of a soldier's life. 
There ,vas a good deal of night work, but not enough to ,vear . 
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the 1nen out. 'The open-air life in the pine ,voods ,vas so invigo
rating that there was very little sickness in the detachment. 
l'hcre ,vas enough of excitement - a sufficient consciousness of 
the proximity of the enemy- to give a zest to the routine of 
duty. The detachment ,vhich occupied the post before and after 
the F arty-fourth, n1et ,vith serious losses, but during our occupa
tion not a man of our detach1nent was injured or captured. It 
,vas a long military picnic. The season of the year ,vas a de
lightful one. As the spring advanced, violets, anemones, honey
suckle, and the fragrant jessan1inc blossomed thickly along the 
lanes and roads. Birds of gorgeous plumage - bright orange or . . 
brilliant scarlet - chattered ainong the young leaves. The woods 
,vere full of rabbits, 'possums, and 'coons ( which the men ,vere 
successful in trapping), ,vith traces no,v and then of a prowling 
fox. The creek ,vas full of fish, - herring, horn-pout, "vVelsh
men," and robin or red-fin (bream), for ,vhich ,ve angled with 
hooks baited ,vith ,vorms or soaked hard-tack. A net ,vas found 
during one of our scouting expeditions, and was strung across 
the creek near the lo,ver pjr.ket-post, who took fron1 its meshes 
every morning a finny breakfast. \Vith this plenitude of game 
came a disagreeable accompaniment in the profusion of snakes, -
black snakes four or five feet long, moccasins as large as a 
child's arm, and " copperheads even more venomous than their 
namesakes in the North." 

The chief_ duty to be performed ,vas the picketing of the line 
pf Batchelder's Creek. There ,vas one picket of t\'vo "non
coms'' and t,velvc men at the burned bridge on the right (vVash
ington) road, and another of three "non-coms" and hvcnty men 
1:\vo miles to the south, at the left ( or Neuse) road, ,vherc the 
piles and stringers of the bridge ,vere standing and planks ,vere 
ready to lay if an advance ,vas desired. There ,vere other posts 
on the flanks and rear of our camp, and at night a patrol ,vas 
maintained around the camp and do,vn a cart-path that led to 
the ,vooded banks of the creek. These details ,vere quite as 
much as two companies could perform, and brought each man 
on duty about every o_ther day. 

Another ( and favorite) duty ,vas the scouting by land and 
water. \Vhen the companies first occupied the picket-posts, 
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there \\·ere no .boats of any kind to be found. .A vigorous search 
,vas instituted along the banks of the creek, toward the river, and 
several canoes and flat-boats ,vcrc found concealed in the dense 
cane-brakes. These ,vere brought to the . VV.,. ashington road and 
repaired, and every fe,v days a scouting party ,vas sc1it · down the 

creek and up the river ?n a reconnais
sance. The " Rcbs " were rarely 

seen; and the principal result 
of these expeditions was the 

collection of a 
nun1ber of useful 

------ - articles of camp 

;~ _1 
_ ... --~ 

-:..:_ --~-

___ ___...:;: 

equipage from 
the deserted huts 

and houses along the 
creek. 

'fhe scouting by land ,vas 
constantly followed, usually in small parties. Fortunately, the 
" R.ebs '' kept beyond Core Creek and the Neuse River most of 
the time, and our scouting parties met no mischances. 'fheir 
most exciting adventure is thus narrated in a letter: -

'' Colonel Jones having directed Captain Storrow to ascertain whether 
the Rebels sent out boat patrols at night fron1 Street's Ferry, an officer and 
two men were despatched at 9 P. :\I. to scout on the \Vashington road. 
Crossing Batchelder's Creek in a canoe, and leaving behind the1n our ad
vanced picket-posts, they advanced cautiously along the road about three 
miles, when they ca1ne to the point where it enters the swamp along the 
Neuse River. A strong wind during the day had blown the water to our 
side of the river and filled the swamp so full that even the road was sub
merged. The wind had subsided, leaving the water so smooth and the 
woods so quiet that the slightest sound could be heard a 111ile away. The 
Rebel pickets were posted just at the other side of the ferry, and their 
voices could be plainly heard as they chatted around their camp-fire. In 
order to observe their motions it was necessary to get to_the river bank. 
The first step of the scouting party into the water which covered the road 
attracted their attention, but with the remark, 'It ~s only cattle in the 
swan1p,' they continued their conversation. l\iloving, therefore, with ex
treme caution, - noiselessly pushing one foot after the other without lifting 
it fro1n the water, the scouts waded over a quarter of a mile of submerged 
road. At the bank of the river they halted, with the Rebel picket-fire in 
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full sight a short distance down strean1, opposite the ferry-landing. No 
dry spot was to Le found, so the three shivering 1nen lay down in shallow 
water among the bushes and waited for denouen1ents. The situation was 

. impressive. The smooth river gleained dimly between the dark and 
swainpy opposite shore and the dense shadows of the cypresses under 
which they lay. The stillness of 1nidnight was only broken by the sounds 
peculiar to the region, - which had grown fan1iliar fro1n many nights of. 
picket duty on Batchelder's Creek, - the tinkling 'chug' of the young 
frogs, the trill of the tree-toads, the screech of the owl, the occasionai 
scream of a wildcat, or the frightful yell of the Carolina 'coon. 

"Thus they lay quietly in three or four inches of water for four hours. 
Suddenly, at three in the 1norning, they were roused by a stir on the other 
side. A fog had gathered.over the river, but a red glea1n shining through 
it showed that the picket-fire had been replenished, and the sound of 
many voices told that the Rebel picket had been reinforced. · The voices 
approached the farther ferry-landing, there was a sound of launching a 
boat, of e1nbarkation, of dipping oars, and for an anxious n101nent it 
appeared certain that the Rebels were crossing the river to land on our 
side. To have retreated through water knee-deep would only have been 
to attract a volley, so that there was noth1.ng to do but to lie in ambush 
and wait. Fortunately, the boat turned down the river and was soon out 
of hearing. Noiselessly and thankfully the little party waded to dry ]and, 
and returned to camp to report that the Rebels did send out a boat patrol. . 
The object of the expedition had been accomplished." 

Except these scouting parties, there ,vas not much to vary the 
monotony of camp life and picket-duty. The day of our arrival, 
a lieutenant and thirty men were ordered in great haste to occupy 

• 
the can1p of the Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania, at the railroad bridge 

·-- -·- - . - -

over Batchelder's Creek, t\vo miles beyond the Neuse road, 
,vhile that regiment marched out to surprise the Rebel pickets 
at Co_re Creek. ·· The . Fifty-eighth had spent their eighteen 
months of service almost entirely on picket. Their commander, 
Colonel Jones, was a little old man, ,vhose careless and unsol
dierly appearance belied his character, for he ,vas cool, brave, 
pro1npt, alert, and fertile in resources. His men idolized him, 
and follo,ved him into danger with implicit confidence. Shortly 
after we were withdrawn to N e,v Bern~ he ,vas shot and instantly 
killed during an attack on the picket-post on the N·euse road. 
The only noteworthy thing at the camp of the Fifty-eighth was 
the " Railroad l\1onitor," - an iron-plated gunboat on ,vheels, 
mounted ,vith two six-pound Wiard pivot-guns, and kept always 
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in readiness to run up or down the railroad wherever it might 
I 

be needed. 
On Saturday, March 14th ( the anniversary of the capture of 

N e,v Berne), ,ve ,vere startled at daybreak by heavy firing in the 
direction of the town. \Vhile ,ve ,vere ,vondering ,vhat it meant, 
an orderly dashed into can1p with the news that Ne,v Berne had 

been attacked fron1 the other side of the river, and ,vas threat
ened on our side, and that ,ve were ordered to move our ,vhole 
force to the bridge on the Neuse road. Forming hastily, ,ve 
double-quicked across country by the plantation road ,vhich our 
picket reliefs usually followed, and on arriving at the bridge ,vere 
ordered to tear up its planks, and to construct breast\vorks to 
co1n1nand the approaches. The day and night ,vere· spent in 
felling trees and in digging .trenches. A letter thus describes the 
scene at night: -

" Under the serene starlight, and a faint glim1ner fro1n the old moon, 
just rising, Batchelder's Creek lay tranquil in the deep shade of its fringe 
of trees. The clay of the road-bed glean1ed white along the bank. The 
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skeleton frainework of the dismantled bridge ; the pier, barricaded with 
logs, on which stood four n1otionless sentinels with guns in the hollow of 
their arms; the rifle-pits where half the men lay uneasily on the clamp 
earth, while the 111uffled sound of pick and spade, the occasional glean1 of 
a dark-lantern, and the subdued orders of the officers, showed that the 
other half wen;! busily at work; the knowledge that the Rebels were in 
force only three n1iles away; the expectation of an in1n1ediate attack, - , 
these things 111ade the night 1ne1norable." 

, 

But, after all, the cnen1y withdre,v without further demonstra-
tion, and on Sunday morning the battalion returned to camp, 
only too glad of a chance to rest. 

Before leaving the bridge, a letter was received from Colonel 
Jones and read to the detachment, thanking them for the zeal 
and energy displayed. 

After this threat of attack the Reb~ls ,vcre more audacious, and 
frequently stole do,vn on our lines and tried to catch the pickets 
napping. Wednesday, l\1arch 2 5, a sergeant of the Third New 
York Cavalry, ,vhile on outpost duty a quarter of a mile from our 
post at the bridge on the Neuse road, ,vas surprised, captured, 
and carried off. Captain Storrow, ,vho happened to be at the 
bridge, started at once ,vith t\venty men in pur~uit, and a party 
,vas ordered out from camp to a fork of the roads near the ferry, 
in the hope of intercepting the " Rebs" there ; but they had too 
good a start, and got a,vay safely ,vith their prisoner. 

During the next t,vo \\"eeks ,ve heard frequent heavy firing 
from the direction of " Little" \Vashington, and felt anxious for 
the safety of the other eight companies of our regiment. 

lVIonday, April- 27, General Palmer started ,vith t\vo brigades 
on the "Gum Swamp expedition."· Co1npany F received orders, 
just at dusk, to march ,vith overcoats, rubber blankets, and such 
scant rations as could be scraped together. Joining the Fifty
eighth Pennsylvania at the Neuse bridge, they ,vere given the 
place of an absent company as eighth in the regimental line. 
One brigade of Palmer's force, including the Forty-fifth Massa
chusetts, advanced by the railroad; ,vhile the other brigade, 
consisting of the Fifth and Twenty-seventh Massachusetts, t\vo 
co1npanies of the Forty-sixth Massachusetts, the Fifty-eighth 
Pennsylvania, Company F of the Forty-fourth, and t\vo pieces 
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of artillery, started up the Neuse road at half-past seven. The 
weather ,vas disagreeably close and 1nuggy, and a hard rain set 
in, so that ,ve were glad to halt and bivouac· ten 1niles out, near 
Core Creek, the enen1y's picket line. At noon the next day 
the Twenty-seventh lviassachusctts and Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania 
marched on, ,vith nothing but arn1s and equipn1ents, taking the 
left fork, or Dover road, through the Dover ( or Gun1) Swamp. 
After wading many miles through water ankle-deep, ,ve came to 
Sandy R.idge, ,vhere a small earthwork, the remains of a burnt 
camp, and the carcasses of dead horses n1arked the· place where 
Colonel Jones had surprised the " Rebs " two months ·before. 
Striking the swan1p again, we marched on with increasing dif
ficulty till firing ,vas heard at the head of the colun1n, and ,ve 
learned that a Rebel regiment, marching down our road to flank 
the Forty-fifth lVIassachusetts, ,vhich was advancing on the rail
road, had been surprised to meet the T,venty-seventh l\1assachu
setts, and ,vere retiring in disorder. vVe ,vere double-quicked in 
the direction of the firing, ,vhich ,vas gro,ving hotter. Several 
companies of the Fifty-eighth ,vere sent fonvard, and ,ve ,vere 
eagerly a,vaiting our turn; but a co1nbined charge on the Dover 
road and the railroad drove the " Rebs " from their rifle-pits and 
ended the skirmish. 1'his ,vas about sundown, and ,vas f ollo,vcd 
by a retrograde movement. It had rained hard all day, and the 
road ,vas in a miserable condition. The logs with ,vhich it had 
been " corduroyed " through the swamp ,vere all afloat. The 
swamp ,vas one vast lake, and it is not exaggeration to say that 
,ve marched through one puddle four miles long. Reeking above 
the knees with perspiration and belo,v them ,vith s,vamp water, 
our feet clogged ,vith sand, and stumbling among the floating 
logs, the men of our detachment, exhausted by continuous night 
duty on picket, struggled and staggered along through the dark
ness and rain. Occasionally a man would fall out of the ranks, 
but his gun would be taken by some friend, and he ,vould be 
supported and led on between hardier comrades. For the last 
f e,v n1iles most of us felt at each step as if no po,ver on earth 
could move us an inch farther. Our legs seemed po,verless. 
\Ve ,vere dazed and aln1ost unconscious, as if ,ve had been 
drugged. Those ,vho have stood similar trials kno,\· ho,v des-
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perately a man clings to his detennination to hold out; ho,v he 
n1echanically counts his steps, or the trees as he passes then1; 
ho,v he clenches his teeth and sings 1nonotonously to himself; 
ho,v he fixes his eye on the cartridge-box plate of the man in 
front, and tries to shut out every idea except. that he n1ust keep 
that in sight. Finally we reached can1p thoroughly and abso
lutely ,vorn out. 

The official reports of this expedition all refer to the ,veather 
and the difficulties of n1archin g. Colonel Jones says: "The road 
runs principally through s,van1ps, with an occasional oasis of dry 
ground·, and, being chiefly covered with ,vater or very ,vet nu1d, 
is heavy and difficult." · General Pahncr reports: " At n1idnight 
it co1nmenced to rain very heavily, and continued until noon of 
Tuesday, the 28th instant. At the conclusion of the storm the 
,vhole country seemed flooded ; the roads ,vere in a horrible 
condition." And in a despatch to N·e,v Berne, dated the morning 
of April 28, General Palmer states that " The ,vhole country 
is under ,vater. One sho,ver succeeds another very quickly, 
and ,ve are ,vaiting patiently for a lull in the storm." To this 
despatch he· adds a postscript which ,vill touch the hearts of 
all old soldiers who read it, and recall sin1ilar circumstances: 
" Unofficial P. S. A ration of whiskey ought to be sent for the 
men if provisions are sent." 
· This ,vas the last notable event of picket service. On Satur
day, lVIay 2, two companies of the Forty-sixth l\1assachusetts 
straggled into-our camp, in shirt-sleeves and stra,v hats, to relieve 
us, and in· the afternoon we bade adieu to "Camp Lee," and· 
returned to our barracks at N e,v Berne. The flag ,vhich had 
flo,vn from the flag-staff \Vas inscribed "Gum S,vamp," and to 
this day graces the annual reunions of Company· F. 



CHAPTER XI. 

PROVOST DUTY, VOYAGE HOME, AND MUSTER OUT. 

... ___ . . ' :-=....;: .. 

N one of our popular operas the chorus 
sings ,vith much gusto, and in a man

ner that leads one to think it does 
not believe in the sentiment, -
" The policeman's life is not a 

happy one." . Every member of 
the l\1assachusetts Forty-fourth in 
May and June, 1863, ,vould have 
unhesitatingly indorsed the opinion 
expressed by the operatic author. 

In the spring of that year 

~---- . -~~----- --..... 

several of the Boston news
.papers gravely announced 
that the Forty-fourth Regi-

~--:-~ --- -==---~- ment Massachusetts Volun---- -~ ~ -:..._~- __ __, 

· -- ---~ - teers ,vas doing police duty 

in Ne,v Berne. Those ,vho have served in the army ,viii readily 
appreciate the feeling of indignation and disgust ,vhich this 
statement created among the men of that regiment. This will 
be easily understood by others, when it is explained that 
" police duty " in the arn1y is synonymous ,vith "scavenger 
duty" in civil life; "policing a camp" not meaning the main
tenance of good order and strict discipline, as civilians ,vould 
naturally suppose, but including such disagreeable and miscella
neous duties as s,veeping the grounds, emptying swill, carrying 
water, etc. The error ,vas, ho,vever, a very natural one, and 
,vas founded on the following order: -

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT NORTH CAROLINA, April 2J, 1863. 

Special Order No. r 1 7. · 

In accordance with the custom of the department, the regiment now 
doing provost rluty will be relieved. 
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The comn1anding general, on changing the guard of the town, desires 
to convey to Colonel Cadman, and through him to his officers and 1ncn, 
his high appreciation of the n1anner in which the duties of the guard have 
been perforn1ed ; and he has noticed with great pleasure the drill, disci
pline, and general efficiency of the regiment. 

The Fort);~fourth l\Iassachusetts Volunteer l\Iilitia will relieve the Forty
fifth l\Iassachusetts Volunteer l\Iilitia on Saturday, 25th inst., at 9 A. 11. 

By com1uand, 
• JOHN G. FOSTER, 

Ma/or-General Commanding Deparlliunt. 
SOUTHARD HoFF:\IA~, .4. A. G. 

On returning fron1 \Vashington we had all hoped ,ve should 
go directly to our old barracks; but finding these in possession 
of the Ninth N e,v Jersey, ,ve were temporarily assigned to those 
forn1erly used by the Tenth Connecticut, very near the ones 
we had previously occupied, only a short distance farther from 
the Neuse River. The few davs that intervened· before \\'e as-., 

sumed our ne,v duties were spent by the· men in recovering from 
the fatigue of the siege of \Vashington, in letter-,vriting, mend
ing clothes, etc. 

Early on Saturday rnorning the regiment, in full-dress uniform, 
equipped in heavy marching order, was formed in line and pro
ceeded to the city, ,vhere it relieved the Forty-fifth. After the 
usual exchange of salutes, the guard for the day, which had been 
detailed before ,ve left camp, relieved the sentries of the Forty
fifth, and then the rest of the regirr1ent proceeded by companies 
to the quarters in the to,vn to ,vhich they had been respectively 
assigned. They ,vere the same occupied by the different regi
ments ,vhich had done provost duty previous to our turn. Each 
company had ·one or more houses allotted to its use, and among 
them ,vere some of the pleasantest residences in the city. The 
Forty-fifth had left them in good condition, decorated then1 pret
tily, and many little tokens of ,velcome greeted our arrival. It 
,vas a debatable question among our boys- one ,vhich ,ve believe 
,vas never satisfactorily settled -,vhether it ,vas more enjoyable 
to be quartered in a large roon1 ,vith from ten to fifteen compan
ions, or in a small one ,vith from three to five. 

The change from camp life ,vas pleasant in the beginning,. but 
it soon became very n1onotonous. There ,vas a freed om in the 
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fonner, where we ,vere allowed to appear in undress uniform, - a 
uniform which at ti1ncs was decidedly undrcss,-and do about as 

. we pleased when off duty, compared ,vith the constraint ,ve felt 
when it ,vas found to be an unpardonable offence to appear on 
the street except in full-dress suit, ,vith boots nicely polished, 
belts blackened, and brasses brightened. Provost duty, unlike the 
usual catnp duty of" two hours ·on and four hours off," ,vas "four 
hours on and eight hours off." It was an advantage to those who 
,vere fortunate enough to be on between 8 and I 2 l'. l\I., as they 
could enjoy uninterrupted sleep till 8 A. :\I. the following day; 
but four hours seemed a long time to the poor sentry pacing his 
beat, and many of the boys would gladly have changed to the 
old hours. 

The duties of a provost guard are - to preserve order in the 
to,vn; see that no enlisted man passes unless provided with a 
written permission suitably signed, indorsed, and dated; pre
vent fast riding or driving through the streets; act as guards at 
the railway station and the ,vharves ; and to do anything and 
everything required of them of a similar nature. l\1ost of the 

' boys thought the principal duty of .a sentry ,vas to salute com-
missioned officers; and it is conceded by all ,vho have ever stood 
four hours on a post that this ,vork consumed no small part of 
the time. 

For a fe,v days the novelty ,vas pleasing. 1'here ,vas a great 
deal of excitement con1pared ,vith the routine of a strictly camp 
life. Soldiers arc in some respects veritable children, and they 
hailed the promise of a furlough for a day in to,vn ,vith as much 
pleasure as ,vould a small schoolboy· that of a day's holiday. It 
was quite a common occurrence when some member of another 
regin1ent visiting the to,vn ,vas stopped by a sentry for examina
tion, to have the latter, after reading the name on the pass, and 
finding it to be familiar, glance up, and recognizing the bearer, 
remark, "\Vhy, Tom, when did you come to New Berne? Bill 
and George and Charley are all in our company, and ,ve are 
quartered in Craven Street. Go do,vn and see the boys. I shall 
be off duty to-morrow, and ,vill try and get over to your camp." 
Such meetings ,vere happening continually, and none but those 
,vho have shared in them can realize the pleasure they bring. 
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It ,vas not long before the novelty wore off, and then provost 
duty becan1e drudgery. As the to,vn covered quite an area, it 
was divided into three guard districts, and details ,vere assigned 
to the first, second, 01~ third, as the case 111ight be. No record 
has been found showing the exact nu1nbcr of sentries required 
in each district. Corporal Fitz of Cotnpany C had a plan of 
New Berne on ,vhich the number of each post was marked, but 

, . -.. 
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unfortunately it has been lost or destroyed since his return. As 
nearly as can be remembered, there ,vere about fifty posts in the 
first, fro1n twenty-five to thirty in the second, and the same nun1ber 
in the third district, making about one hundred posts in all. There 
being three reliefs, a detail of 300 men, exclusive of commis
sioned and non-con11nissioned officers, \\·ould be required daily, 
or a total detail of about 32 5 n1en. The nominal strength of the 
regiment ,vas at that time about 900; but so many had been per
manently or temporarily detailed, and there always being a per
centage in hospital or excused by the surgeon, the effective 
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strength ,vas probably less than 650, obliging the privates to go 
on duty at least every other day, and sometimes t\vo days in suc
cession. Co1nmissioned and 11011-comtnissioned officers fared 
somewhat better, but they even ,vcre called upon much oftener 
than they ,vished.1 The demand being so severe, drilling ,vas to 

a great extent discontinued, and the men excused from every
thing but policing quarters and the daily dress parade. 

l\fay 2, Co1npanies B and F, ,vhich had been on picket duty at 
Batchelder's Creek ,vhile the regi1nent ,vas at " Little " vVashing
ton, rejoined us at Ne,v Berne. This made the ,vork some,vhat 
easier for the others. 

The instructions issued for provost duty laid a great deal of 
stress on the importance and proper manner of saluting commis-

, sioned officers. 

/ 11 LJ) .. 
1· 

::::.---~ 

Sentries ,vere 
required to car
ry their muskets 
at "shoulder'' 

-· -

or " support; " 
but after dark, 
when they be
gan to chal
lenge, \vere per
mitted to carry 

them at "right shoulder shift." 
It is needless to say that these 
instructions ,vere implicitly follo,ved 
-,vhenever the sentry thought that 

he might be observed by a con1missioned officer, or by a non
commissioned officer on duty. They may have done so at other 
tin1es; but for the credit of the regiment it might be ,vell not to 
investigate· too closely. 

So far as the commissioned officers ,vere concerned, the change 
,vas undoubtedly agreeable. In camp, drills and other duties 

1 Since writing the above a diary has been found which gives the number of men 
detailed for guard on April 25 as 200, and on April 26 as 102 privates, 10 corporals, 
3 sergeants, and 3 lieutenants. If the number of privates given is correct, the effect
ive strength must have been much less than estimated above1 as the privates were 
certainly on duty almost every other day. 

14 
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den1anded a great deal of their attention; ,vhile no,v, except 
,vhen acting as officer of the day or officer of the guard, they 
had comparatively little to occupy their time. At any large 
military post there is ahvays a great deal of social gayety, and 
our officers undoubtedly enjoyed the opportunities offered to 
their fullest extent. 

The ,veather during May and J unc ,vas very ,varm, and to 
those who had never been South before, the flies ,vere an intolera
ble nuisance. " Corporal," in ,vriting to the Boston " Herald," 
devotes a full paragraph to these pests: -

'' The fly-statistics of your Port Royal correspondent n1ust not lead your 
readers to suppose that the Department of the South enjoys a n1onopoly 
of this interesting insect. I allude to comn1on house-flies. Fleas and 
1nosquitoes do not greatly abound at New Berne, but house-flies swarm 
like the locusts of Egypt.· The wood-ticks of Hill's Point, which adhered 
to the cuticle with a death-grasp, deserved a paragraph, ~ut the house-flies 
of New Berne are even a greater nuisanc~. The printers will not fail to 
notice the peculiar nianner in which they have punctuated this sheet of 
n1anuscript. Their t"racks are vi?ible ·upon every object which they can 
touch, - upon our plates, dippers, knives, forks, bread. They attack us 
with desperation at 1neal-tim~s, and if we have anything better than usual 
they are sure to find it out, and rally upon the sweet point, so that while 
we convey the food to our mouth with one hand; we are forced to fight 
flies with the other. 'Tern pus fugit,' comn1ences a letter_ of your New 
Berne correspondent 'Tiger.' ' Fly-time - very appropriate,' parentheti
cally remarked the free translator Frederick, as he read, and described 
curves in the air." 

t 

May 24, Company F, Captain Storrow, ,vas detailed to accom-
pany a lot of Rebel prisoners to Fortress Monroe. This ,vas an 
agreeable duty to the men of that company, and a very pleasant 
break in the monotony of their dai]y routine. 

During our residence in the city quite a small-pox epidemic 
broke out among the negroes, and among the pleasant duties 
assigned to our regiment ,vas that of searching for those afflicted 
with that disease and superintending their removal to the small
pox hospital, ,vhich ,vas situated just outside the. city limits. 
The negroes evi.nced great repugnance to being sent to it, and 
frequently had to be removed by force. So far as is kno,vn, none 
of the boys caught the disease. 
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There ,vere t,vo jails in town,' one used mainly as a place of 
safe-keeping for Rebel prisoners, the other for the detention of 
those, soldie~s or civilians, ,vho needed such a place of confine
ment. We had to furnish guards for these, in addition to our 
regular street patrol. 

There ,vas a n1arked difference in the discipline in various regi
n1ents, being so slack in some as to be scarcely ,vorthy of that 
name. The guard-house at Station One ,vas a very large build
ing; to ,vhich was attached an ell containing a single roon1 capa
ble of holding a great many men. It ,vas in this. room that ,vere 
confined soldiers who had been found in town ,vithout proper 
permission, ,vho had been indulging too freely in " commissary," 
and ,vho ,vere punished for the infraction of sorne of the minor 
rules of the department. One day an officer ,vearing the uni
form of a colonel approached the non-commissioned officer on 
duty at this guard-house and asked if he could tell ,vhere any 
of his regiment ,vere. "vVhat regiment do you command?" in
quired the "non-com." "T'he --th Ne,v York," ,vas the 
ans,ver. " Yes, sir," the " non-com." replied. " vVhere are 
they? " interrogated the colonel. _" A fev, of them are in the 
guard-house." '' May I see them?" "Certainly, sir," was the 
answer; and leading the colonel to,vards the ell in the rear, al
lo,ved him the opportunity of looking through the door. The 
room ,vas cro,vded almost to the point of suffocation, and among 
its inmates ,vere very fe,v that did not belong to the --th New 
York, commanded by the anxious colonel. As soon as he ,vas 
recognized by those in confinement there was a gener~l cry, 
"Hullo, colonel, let us out! ¼'"e ,vant to go back to camp." 
The colonel considered a minute. "On the ,vhole, boys, I think 
you ,vill do very ,vell ,vhere you are for to-night. I have just 
co1ne .fron1 camp, and the major, one lieutenant, and five pri
vates are all there are ,vithin its limits. I ,vant to go off to-night 
myself; so I think I ,vill go back and furlough these, and then I 
shall have no one to look after until you are released at guard 
mounting to-morrow morning. Good-by; " and off he ,vent. 
The boys passed the night in the guard-house, but the little 
sleep , that any of them succeeded in getting ,vas not very 
sound. 
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Shortly after our return to New Berne, Corporal La,vrence of 
Con1pany C created quite a sensation by marrying a resident 
of that to,vn. Those who were fortunate enough to receive 
" cards " ,vere objects of envy to their less favor~d comrades. 
l\irs. Lawrence, since her husband's death, has resided in Boston 
with Corporal La,vrencc's father. 

One advantage ,ve had ,vhile on duty in to,vn ,vas the privilege 
of buying fresh eggs, vegetables, etc., from boats ,vhich used to 
con1e in from the country just outside of the lines. Under ,vhat 

I 

regulations the trade ,vas al1o,ved ,ve never discovered, but son1e 
one person in each boat ,vas provided ,vith a duly authorized 
permit. No sales ,~ere allo,ved until the officer in charge had 
rnade his appearance, and then to no one except commissioned 
officers or their servants. After these had carefully selected 
such portions of the cargoes as they ,vished, certain civilians 
,vere allo,ved to make their purchases, and ,vhen they ,vere sat
isfied, if anything ,vas left, private soldiers ,vere at liberty to buy. 
It ,vas a singular fact, ho,vever, that it aln1ost invariably happened 
some of the choicer articles had been accidentally n1islaid or 
covered up, and the fact ,vas not discovered until the sentries on 
the ,vharf began trading, ,vhen they ,vould suddenly be found ; 
but it ,vas just as singular that the discovery ,vas never made 
,vhile a commissioned officer ,vas in sight. On the ,vhole, the 
boys fa red very ,veil. 

During _the _ti_me ,ve ,vere in to,vn an attempt ,vas made to re
produce " Il Recruitio," ,vith an additional act descriptive of our 
adventures in \Vashington. The lines ,vere all ,vritten and the 
parts assigned; · but the a~duous duty of provost prevented us 
from giving much tin1e to preparation, and the design ,vas finally 
relinquished. 

Our band seemed to be thoroughly appreciated by our general 
and staff officers. Daily at guard mounting and dress parade it 
made its appearance ,vith the regiment, but at other times it ,vas 
fully oc_cupied at some of the various headquarters in the town. 
The players probably enjoyed it, although they ,vere not always 
allo,ved to retire at taps. William F. Ingraham, ,vho ,vas the first 
leader, died in January, a_nd in 1\1:ay his brother, A. \V. Ingraham, 
a noted bugle-player, came out to go home with us. On l\1ay 19 
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an 01~der ,vas issued defining the duties of those sharing the man
agen1ent of the band. Babcock was to direct rehearsals, arrange 
programn1es, conduct the band on all parades, etc., and select the 
n1usic. Ingraham ,vas to perform the duties of leader, and fix 
the hours and length of practice. Corporal Hovey ,vas to act as 
business manager. In the concluding paragraph of this order the 
colonel complimented the band highly, and expressed the hope 
that it ,vould do credit to itself and the regiment ,vhen it reached 
Boston. \Ve are glad to say that this hope ,vas realized. Late 
in the ,vinter and early in the spring of I 863 IVIr. P. S. Gilmore 
had given a series of concerts for the benefit of the Massachusetts 
~egiments in the Department of N·orth Carolina. Among the 
list of subscribers ,vcre some of the most influential and best
kno,vn merchants of Boston. The different military associations, 
such as the N e,v England Guards Association, Tigers, Cadets, 
and Lancers, took a ,varm interest in the success of the enterprise. 
I-Iallett & Cumston contributed a grand piano, which yielded the 
handsome sum of $1,691. The total receipts ,vere $5,772.65; 
and on May I 8 an order ,vas read at dress parade thanking Mr. 
Gilmore, and ackno,vledging the receipt of $500, - our share of 
the net proceeds. 

As the tenn of our enlistment dre,v near its close, the boys 
began to count the remaining days as anxiously as do boys of a 
younger age the hours before vacation begins. Many ,vere the 
rumors rife in barracks; and no matter ho,v improbable one might 
be, there ,vere ahvays some ,vho believed it. At last the follo,ving 
,velcome order ,vas read on dress parade: -

Special Order No. I 59. 

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 

NEW BERNE, N. C., June 4, 1863. 

2. It is hereby ordered that the Forty-fourth Regiment l\1assachusetts 
Volunteer Militia be relieved by the Twenty-seventh Regiment l\1assachu
setts Volunteers, as provost guard of this town, on Saturday morning next, 
June 6, at 6 o'dock. 

By com1nand of Major-General JOHN G. FOSTER. 

S. HoFFl\lAN, A. A. G. 
HEADQUARTERS SECOXD BRIGADE. 

[ Official. J 
E. C. JOHNSON, Adjutant. 
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.. Although ,ve did not regret that the term of service was so 
near its close, there had been, after all, a great many pleasant cir
cumstances connected ,vith our enlistment, and ,ve had actually 
enjoyed this brief service in the employment of Uncle Sam. vVe 
had a great many friends in the other regin1ents, and a large part 
of our leisure during the days that intervened between the 
reading of this order and _our departure ,vas spent in bidding 
good-by to these acquaintances. 

The night before our departure General Foster gave a recep
tion to the officers of our regin1cnt. As the writer of this chapter 
,vas not fortunate enough to hold a commission, he cannot speak 
from personal kno,vledge of the proceedings, but he is assured by 
al_l ,vho attended that they had a most delightful time. The rank 
and file ,vere also determined to enjoy themselves, and various 
,vere the schemes adopted by the boys. Although as a general 
rule but very little "commissary" was to be found in our camp, 
that. night ,vas an exception, and there ,vere not 1nany, except 
those who ,vere consistent total-abstainers, who did not drink · at 
least one toast to the friends they ,vere to leave behind and to a 
safe passage home. Notwithstanding this, there ,vas no unseemly 
conduct, so far as kno,vn, on the part of any of the men. They 
,vere simply enthusiastically jolly. One of the boys, feeling his 
clothing too oppressive, and having no fear of being called upon 
to receive visitors, appeared in his quarters in a state of nature, 
but fully equipped ,vith belt, cartridge-box, and knapsack, carry
ing a piece of old stove-pipe on his shoulder. While engaged 
in this amusement his captain suddenly came on the scene, and 
with a good deal of indignation in voice and manner, inquired 
,vhat he meant by appearing in such a condition. " I am a 
heavy artillery-man in light marching order," ,vas the ready 
reply. The captain quietly remarked that he ,vas unaware that 
the man had been transferred from the infantry, and advised 
him to return to his o,vn · room and resume the regulation 
uniform. It is needless to add that the captain's advice ,vas 
promptly follo,ved. 

An excellent locality on Broad Street ,vas assigned for our 
dress parades, and the last one held by us in N e,v Berne ,ve 
think ,vould have done credit to any regiment in the service. 
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Each man tried to do his best. At this parade the following 
order was read : -

Special Order 1Vo. 160. 

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 

NEW BERNE, N. C., June 5, 1863. 

17. The co1n1nanding general, on bidding farewell to the Forty-fourth 
· Regiment wfassachusetts Volunteer 1V1ilitia, conveys to then1 his high appre• 
ciation of and thanks for their services while in this department. 

As a part of the garrison of "l'ashington, and in the various duties 
to which they have been assigned, they have always done their duty as 
soldiers. 

The con1manding general, in parting, expresses his hopes to officers and 
men that he 1nay have the pleasure of wclc01ning their return here, and 
tenders them, one and all, his best and kindest wishes for their future. 

By con1mand of 
l\ilajor•General J. G. FosTER. 

s. HOFFMAN, A. A. G. 

G·eneral vVessells, an old regular army officer, and a strict dis
ciplinarian, to ,vhose division we had been assigned, also took 
occasion to issue the follo\ving: -

HEADQUARTERS FOURTH DIVISION, EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 

PLYMOUTH, N. c., June IO, 1863. 
General Order No. 7. 

III. Having learned that the Forty.fourth l\fassachusetts Volunteer 
Militia is about to leave the department, its term of service being ful
filled, the brigadier-general commanding the division cannot allow the 
occasion to pass without expressing his sincere regret at thus losing one 
of its brightest ornan1ents. 

The gentlemanly deportment and soldierly bearing of all grades have 
rendered his intercourse with the regitnent, both socially and officially, 
peculiarly agreeable ; and in changing the rough duties of cainp for the 
peaceful pursuits of civil life, the commanding general desires them a safe 
return to the green hills of New England, with his best wishes for their 
future happiness and prosperity. 

By command of 
..Brigadier-General H. \V. \VESSELLS. 

ANDREW STEWART, A. A. G. 
HEADQUARTERS FORTY•FOURTH REGIMENT, June ::S, 1863. 

[Official. J 
E. C. JOHNSON,· Lieutenant and A dJutant Forty-faurth ~lf. V. 1Jf. 

We landed at N e,v Berne in a rain-storm and ,ve left there in 
a rain-storm, although the last ,vas not as heavy as the first. 
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Early on the morning of J unc 5 our regi111cntal line ,vas formed 
for the last tin1e in North Carolina; and, escorted by the Third 
l\1assachusctts, Colonel R.ichn1ond. one of the regiments ,vhich 
accompanied us to that State, ,ve took our line of march for the 
depot. There ,ve em barked on platfonn cars and started for 
l\Iorchead City. Colonel I-Iolbrook of the Forty-third had in
tended to have his regiment form part of our escort, but the 
sho,ver interfered ,vith the programme. Soon after starting, the 
rain ceased and ,ve had a very pleasant trip to 1\/Iorehead City. 
By noon the regiment ,vas on board of the steamers and ready to 
proceed on its homeward ,vay. The right ,ving, Companies A, 
G, H, K, and E, ,vere on the "Guide,'' accompanied by the 
colonel, lieutenant-colonel, major, the regimental band, the sur
geon, and the sick. Colonel Sisson and other officers of the 
Fifth Rhode Island took passage on this steamer. The- left ,ving 
was on the '' George Peabody,'' and included Companies F, B, D, 
C, and I, under command of Captain Storro,v. Quite a number 
of men from other regiments, ,vho had been granted veteran fur
loughs · on account of re-enlistn1ent, ,vere on this steamer. The 
passage ,vas very pleasant, although on the first night out ,ve 
had a heavy wind and sea. There ,vas the usual amount of sea
sickness; but the sufferers invariably called it by some other name, 
and ,vere very indignant if accused of succumbing to "Father 
Neptune's curse.'' As Mark T,vain afterwards graphically de
scribed it, they had the " Oh, my! '' badly. During the 9th 
of June ,ve ran along the eastern shore of Cape Cod, and just 
before sunset dropped anchor in Boston I-Iarbor. In passing 
Fort vVarren the entire garrison turned out, the band at the Fort 
played " Home, Sweet Home," and ,ve continued to exchange 
cheers ,vhile within hearing . of each other. It ,vas a beautiful 
evening, and ho,v glad ,ve ,vere to reach dear old Boston, all our 
boys can bear ,vitness. The dome of the State House loomed 
up in the evening light, and the sound of the nine-o'clock bells 
,vhich reached us, n1ello,ved by the distance, gave a home 
f ecling that none of our men had kno,vn for nine long months. 
The "Guide" had not arrived, so ,ve remained at anchor off Fort 
Independence till morning. 

Just before dark a tug came do,vn from the city and hauled 
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alongside the "George Peabody.'' Perhaps our officers can say 
what ne,vs its passengers brought; but the "being in command," 
,vho \\·ore the shoulder-straps of a brigadier-general, evidently 
considered privates beneath his notice. As might have been 
expected, the ubiquitous · representative of the press ,vas on 
board and made " Corporal" the recipient of a bottle of choice 
whiskey. Another corporal, as chief of his squad, had the cus
tody of several lemons ; and so the two corporals combined forces 
and the result ,vas a toothsome compound, in ,vhich several of 
us drank the health of" dear old Boston," and then retired to 

. . 
the softest spots ,ve could find, " Corporal" stretching himself 
on a huge chest, about amidships on the main deck, and the 
others bunking ,vithin supporting distance. · 

As soon as it ,vas kno,vn that ,ve were home,vard bound, it ,vas 
proposed by the Reserve of the N e,v England Guard and others 
of our friends to give the regiment a reception. . A meeting ,vas 
called to make the necessary arrangements, and after some dis
cussion, the date of our arrival being uqcertain, it adjourned sub
ject to the call of the committee.1 vVhen the '' George Peabody" 
,vas reported in the harbor, all ,vho_ ,vcre to participate ,vere noti
fied as rapidly as possible. The " Guide " ar~ived during the 
night and steamed directly up to Central \Vharf, ,vhere the men 
immediately disembarked. The " George Peabody" followed as 
soon as possible. Before ,ve had made fast, Captain Jake Lom
bard of Company C, ,vho had resigned from ill health, and 
Charley E,ver of _Company D, ,vho had been discharged in con 
sequence of severe ,vounds received at vVhitehall, came on board 
of the vessel, and ,ve ,vere as glad to meet them as they ,vere 
to meet us. On the ,vharf ,vere many of the friends ,ve had left 
behind nine months before, and pleasant the greetings and many 
the questions asked and ans,vered. l\!Iessrs. Whall and Dyer, ,vho 
had sons in Company E, and ,vho probably had been informed 
from some source that almost any change of diet from that of 
"salt horse and hard-tack" ,vould be agreeable, furnished a nice 
collation, ,vhich it ls needless to say the boys appreciated. Some 

I The committee of arrangements consisted of Messrs. J. M. Cumston, J. C. Bur
rage, J. G. Lombard, \V. H. Odiorne, and \V. H. Baldwin. Colonel Francis Boyd 
was chief marshal. Another authority gives General Tyler as chairman. 
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received brief furloughs; and one squad, on invitation of the father 
of Corporal Gardner of Co1npany D, who felt as keen and ,varm 
an interest in the regiment as if all the me1nbcrs had been his 
children, partook of a sun1ptuous breakfast at Parker's. 

Our escort reached the ,vharf shortly after 10 A. l\L Major J. 
Putnam Bradlee ,vas in. command. The Ne\v England Guard 
Iteserve turned out with 93 guns; the Massachusetts Rifle _Club, 
Captain lVIoore, 114 guns; the Battalion of National Guards, 
l\1ajor C. vV. Stevens, 102 guns; and the Roxbury Reserve Guard, 
Captain vVyman, So guns. Gilmore's and the Brigade bands fur
nished n1usic. Our regiment fell in and formed promptly, the usual 
salutes ,vere exchanged, and in charge of our escort ,ve started for 
Boston Common. The number of spectators on State Street ,vas 
immense; ,ve had intended to march up that street company front, 
but the crowd ,vas so dense that ,ve had to form by column of 
platoons, and even then, in spite of the efforts of the guides, it 
,vas impossible to keep a perfect alignment. The right guide of 
the second platoon of Company D ,ve kno,v had actually to 
fight his ,vay through, and probably most of the other guides 
had a si1nilar experience. Old Dan Simpson and Si Smith, the 
veteran drummer and fifer of the Guards, marched at the head 
of column, and our band received many encomiums fron1 the 
spectators. · 

On reaching the Common, the regiment ,vheeled by company 
into line, the right resting on the Beacon Street l\iall, ,vhen l\1ayor 
Lincoln, ·ac-companied by Colonel I{urtz, Chief of Police,1 chair
man of the committee of arrangements, took position in front, 
and in behalf of the city of Boston ,velcomed the regin1ent home. 
Iri concluding his remarks· he returned thanks to Colonel Sisson 
and the Fifth Rhode Island for their gallant action in running the 
blockade at \Vashington. Colonel Lee responded, the regiment 
,vheeled into column of companies, stacked arms, and broke ranks. 
During the speaking the boys had been ,vistfully eying their " sis
ters and their cousins and their aunts," as ,vell as many others of 
the gentler sex ,vho ,vere not related by such ties of consanguin
ity; although some of them frankly ackno,vledged aftenvard that 
their thoughts had been directed to a ro,v of ten tables - one 

1 Another authority says "accompanied by General Tyler." 
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opposite each company- in the rear of the ladies. As soon as 
the order to break ranks was given the greetings indulged in 
on the wharf ,vcre repeated on a larger and more demonstrative 
scale. \Ve ,vere the " heroes of the day,'' and probably there 
,vas not a n1e1nber of the regin1ent who did not enjoy the distinc
tion. It is said that the collation ,vas choice and bountiful, - it 
must have been, as it ,vas provided by J. B. Smith,- but the 
,vriter has thus far been unable to find even one man who could 
speak fron1 experience. Each ackno,vledges that he got a n1outh
ful or so, but claims that he ,~as so busy in sluiking hands ,vith 
this one, ans,vering earnest questions from that, replying to sin
cere congratulations of the other, that he found no time to inspect 
the tables or sample carefully ,vhat they bore. 

After an hour or so the regiment ,vas called to attention and 
then furloughed to the following lVIonday, June I 5, at sunset; at 
,vhich time the members were ordered to report at the old camp 
at Readville. 

The day follo,ving our arrival home, Colonel Lee received a 
letter from Lieutenant-Colonel A. G. Bro,vne, Jr., the military 
secretary of Governor Andre,v, _,vr_itten in obedience to a request 
from the Governor ( ,vho at that time ,vas in New York City), 
that the Forty-fourth be given an official ,velcome. He quotes 
from Governor Andre,v's letter of instructions: "I beg that you 
will cause a proper expression to be officially 1nade to Colonel 
Frank Lee and the Forty-fourth Massachusetts, announced by 
telegraph this morning to be no,v in Boston I-Iarbor, of my in
terest in this fine and most exemplary corps and its commander. 
It ,vill 111eet a splendid popular reception.'' In Colonel Bro,vne's 
letter he refers to the fact that General 1-i .. oster requests our arms 
and equip1nents to be returned at the earliest possible moment, 
so they could be used in arming General vVilde's brigade of 
colored troops ,vhich he ,vas then recruiting in North Carolina. 

Con1pany B ,vas the only distinctively local company in the 
regin1ent, all its members, ,vith but t,vo or three exceptions, 
having enlisted fron1 N e,vton. Shortly after the n1uster out of 
the regiment the citizens of that to,vn gave Company B a recep
tion at Newton Corner. The stores ,verc closed and the schools 
dismissed. \Villiam 0. Edmands ,vas chief marshal and 1-f on. J. 
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\ Vilcy Edmands presided. Several appropriate speeches were 
n1adc, and the exercises concluded ,vith a banquet in Elliot 

Hall. 
On June 15, pursuant to orders, the regi1nent assembled at 

R.eadvillc. Much to our disappointment ,ve were not permitted 

to occupy our old barracks, as they ,vere in possession of the 

Fifty-fifth, but ,verc quartered on the other side of the road, far

ther east, ,vhere the Forty-third and Forty-fifth had been locat~d 
during our first residence in that to,vn. On the 16th ,vc ,vent 

into Boston and performed escort duty for the Third Regiment, 

,vhich had performed like duty for us on our departure from N e,v 

Berne. 
The morning after we reached camp, Special Order No. 71 ,vas 

received, as follows: -

Special Order No. 71. 

HEADQUARTERS, CAMP MEIGS, 

READVILLE, June 15, 1863. 

Copy of General Order No. 1 7 from these headquarters is herewith 
trans111itted to Colonel F. L. Lee, co1nrnanding Forty-fourth l\riassachu
setts, who will govern himself accordingly. 

R. A. PEIRCE, Brigadier-General. 

The order to which this referred was the follo,ving: - . 

General Order No. 17. 

. 
HEADQUARTERS, CAMP MEIGS, 

READVILLE, June IO, 1863. 

On and after June 10 the following will be the daily duty throughout the 
entire camp : ~ · 

1. Reveille. Roll-call . . . · . . . . • 5 a. m. 
2. First sergeant's call. Report to adjutant. • 5.30 a. m. 
3. Breakfast . . . . . • . . • • • • 6.30 a. m. 
4. Surgeon's call . . . • . • • • • • 7 .30 a. m. 
5. Guard-mounting . . . . . . • • • 8 a. m. 
6. Drills .....•..••••• 9to12a.m. 
7. Dinner . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 111. 

8. First sergeant's call. Report to adjutant. . 1 p. m. 
9. Drills . . . . • . • . . . . • • 1 .30 to 4 p. m. 

1 o. Dress parade . • . • • . . . . . 5 p. m. 
11. Supper . . . • • • . . . . • . 6 p. m. 
12. Retreat and roll-call • • . . • . • . Sunset. 
13. Tattoo . . . • • • • . . . • • • 8.30 p. m. 
14. Taps . . • • • • • . . • . • • 9 p. m. 
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Regimental adjutants will make their returns to these headquarters at 
7 .30 A. l\I. each day. ~rhere will be three stated roll-calls daily, attended 
by at least one commissioned officer to each company; nan1ely, at reveille, 
retreat, and tattoo. Lights will be extinguish~d at taps in the quarters of 
enlisted n1en. Length of drills at the discretion of the different com
n1anders.1 One copy of this order will be placed in each barrack. 

By conuuand of 
R. A. PEIRCE, Brigadier-General. 

Lieutenant H. HOLT, Post Adjutant. 

The men, ,vho had naturally been talking over the n1atter of 
their muster out, generally understood that their term of service 
having expired, the only duties that could be demanded of t?em, 
as they ,vere not in the presence_ of an enemy,-,vhen, of course, 
none ,vould have thought for an instant of taking advantage of 
any tech!}icality, - ,vere that of policing and guarding the camp. 
\Ve ,vere proud of our proficiency in drill, ,ve ,vere most anxious 
to be given an opportunity to show the results of our nine months' 
experience and instruction, and ,ve had all indulged in pleasant 
dreams of the astonishment ,ve ,vould create by our steadiness in 
the l\t1anual and battalion movements ,vhen given an opportunity 
for an hour or hvo each afternoon to exhibit on the plains of 
Readville .. But ,vhen ,ve found that the above order ,vas to be 
enforced literally, that ,ve ,vere expected to attend " squad drill,,, 
and ,vere to be treated in all .respects like " ra,v recruits," we 
,vere very indignant; but the di~cipline to ,vhich ,ve had been 
subjecte~ for the previous nine months was not without its effect 
and the opposition ,vas passive rather than active. Our officers 
were no more in sympathy ,vith this order than the men, but 

I 

their position made them more circumspect in expressing it. 
We 1nay have done the commandant of the camp injustice, but 
he ,vas not popular ,vith the regiment when ,ve ,vere here the 
previous fall, - a fact ,vhich he himself fully recognized at' the 
time; and no,v that ,ve ,vere enduring the restlessness engen
dered by the nearness of our muster out, the anxiety to be again 

1 No copy of the order as actually posted in the barracks has been found; but 
according to the recollection of all who have been consulted, this sentence, owing 
probably to an omission in copying, was not contained in the order as it reached us, 
and the first drills were specified as "squad." The order having caused some dis
cussion at the time and since, is here given in full. 
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free from the restraints of army rule, and the natural reaction 
from the strict discipline under ,vhich ,ve had been kept, ,ve 
,vere probably incapable of judging calmly or dispassionately. 
Colonel Lee ,vas absent from camp at the tin1e the order ,vas 
posted. On his return he had the obnoxious f ca tu res 1nodified. 

Thursday, June I 8, ,ve ,vere mustered out of the service of the 
United States. 

. . ---
~~-·;_~~~:.::;_~-- -- =-~-=--- --=- - -

~~- ~ ~-= 



CHAPTER XII. 

NORTH CAROLINA REVISITED. 

,11 '-1 ~i W,n 
' . 

' N January, 1884, Colonel C. 
G. Attwood, fonnerly of 
the Twenty-fifth Massachu
setts, issued a circular in
viting all who had served 
in North Carolina to join 
a party on a trip to the ·old 
North State. Like many 
others, I had always in
tended to revisit the places 
connected ,vith the history 
of the Forty-fourth, and at 

this time the first opportunity ,vas presented. Comrade Charles 
J. McIntire, of Company G, and I decided to join; but when we 
called on Colonel Attwood ,ve ,vere informed that o,ving to vari
ous causes the proposed expedition had been abandoned. We 
had talked about the trip so much that it ,vas a great disappoint
ment, and as it ,vould be very inconvenient for us to be a,vay in 
l\farch, - the time named in Colonel Attwood's circular, - we 
decided to ,vait until the fall and go, ,vith or ,vithout others. In 
August, after consulting ,vith Colonel Att\vood, eight hundred 
circulars ,vere issued in his name, reviving the project suggested 
the January previous. A fe,v favorable ans,vers ,vere received, 
but an equal number of resignations followed, and the party ,vas 
finally composed of McIntire and myself. 

I left home Tuesday evening, Sept. 30, I 884, ,vith feelings hard 
to describe. It seemed almost as though I was again" going to 
war." The old barracks, the river, camps, troops, drilling, and 
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various scenes of a ,vholly ,varlike nature ,vere in tny mind. I 
could. not picture Ne,v Berne ,vithout plenty of soldiers n1oving 
about, the old forts bristling with cannon, ,var vessels in the 
river. I could hardly realize that I ,vas to travel about ,vithout 
a " pass," unmolested,' in covered railway cars, or ride over the 
country roads instead of marching. Ho,vever, I ,vas on · n1y 
,vay to the never-to-be-forgotten places, and must expect great 
changes. ~ 

For many years I had had a strong desire to visit Gettysburg. 
I started ·a little in advance of Comrade l\1clntire, ,vhom I ,vas to 
join at Baltimore. Having had quite an experience in photog
raphy ( as an amateur), I decided to take my can1era and a 
supply of dry plates, so as to secure vie,vs of the most interest
ing points; and in this sketch of the trip the number enclosed in 
parentheses follo,ving the mention of any place indicates that I 
succeeded in g~tting a picture of that locality, and is the number 
of the negative. 

Space will not permit giving an account of the Gettysburg 
visit. It will be sufficient to say that I made some most pleas.ant 
acquaintances, ,vho were engaged in and thoroughly familiar 
with the action of the battle, and I felt well repaid for the tin1e 
spent. 

On Friday morning, October 3, I boarded the south-bound 
train at Baltimore, '':here I joined McIntire. Passing through 

. . 

\Vashington, Fredericksburg, Petersburg, and Weldon, ,ve reached 
Goldsboro'--af 7.30 P. l\f. Selecting the nearest hotel, ,ve told the 
landlord the object of our visit, expressing a desire to meet son1e 
of our late opponents. He soon found some, ,vith ,vhom ,ve 
passed a very pleasant evening. 

Having arranged to send our baggage to New Berne by train, 
on Saturday morning ,ve took a carriage and drove to the Golds
boro' battlefield. To our surprise it ,vas nearly five miles from 
the village. As ,ve approached the field (568) by a different 
road from the one ,ve had follo,ved twenty-t\vo years before, it 
,vas difficult to locate the various points. The railroad bridge 
was unmistakable; but ,ve at last concluded that the trees had 
grown so that no,v ,ve could not see the bridge from the memo
rable turnip-field in ,vhich ,ve had rested_ Dec. 17, 1862. Time 
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,vas precious; as one vie,v of the field ,vas sufficient, ,ve ,vere 
soon in motion for Whitehall. 

Our driver professed to kno,v the route, but by noon he ac-
. kno,vledged he had not been over it for many years and had 
lost his ,vay. We ,vere disappointed, as ,ve had hoped to ride 
over the same road that ,ve marched over in I 862. Stopping at 
a farm-house for directions, the ,voman replied in the familiar 
North Carolina phraseology, ''It's a right sn1art distance fur
ther this ,vay, but I've heared my husband say this road is a heap 
better than the other; " and so ,ve kept on. About 2· P. M. ,ve 
turned into the main street (574) of \Vhitehall,1 at the point 
where N e,vcomb and Slocum, of Company A, ,vere killed, Dec. 
16, 1862. 

Driving immediately to the Sea,vell House and ordering lun
cheon, ,ve proceeded to vie,v the position occupied by the Forty
fourth at the time of the action. Fortunately ,ve found a l\1r. 
\Vhitfield, ,vho owned most of the land about there and was a 
resident of the place during the ,var. \Ve found the little burial
lot (570) on the river-bank near Company G's position. We 
,vere sho,vn the places ,vhere n1any~ of the killed had been buried, 
and were told that since the war all the bodies had been re
moved, -he supposed to the Federal Cemetery at New Berne,
with the exception of one ,vhose name or regiment was unknown, 
and a house having been built over the soldier's last resting
place, the body could not be disinterred. Walking out on the 
bridge ( 569) we took a vie,v of the bank opposite our position 
(572), and then of the spot where the Confederate gunboat was 
built (571). The place had changed greatly. 1"'he south bank 
is· no,v thickly studded ,vith young trees, so that it is difficult to 
find a place from ,vhich the river can be seen. The half-dozen 
buildings ,vhich formed the town of \Vhitehall, and in 1862 were 
burned ,vhen ,ve left, have been replaced by some twenty or 
thirty, among them a church, hotel, and sa,v-mill. About half 
a mile ,vest of the main street is a hotel for summer guests near 
some springs which have been found to possess medicinal prop
erties. There are seven of the1n, and the name " Whitehall " has 

1 The map shows \Vhitehall Bridge. The village of Seven Springs, formerly 
Whitehall, or, as maps say, "Jericho," is on the south bank of the river. 

15 
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been discarded, the place now being known as " Seven Springs." 
The n1ain street of the to,vn extends to about ,vherc N e\vcomb 
and Slocun1 were killed (Si3), ,vhich at the ti1ne of our first visit 
,vas an open field. A gentlen1an pointed out a tree in his garden 
under ,vhich they had been buried. 

~i\.ftcr luncheon ,ve drove over the bridge on our ,vay to La 
Grange, ,vhere ,ve were to take the train for N·e,v Berne. Four 
n1iles an hour appears to b~ .the maximu1n rate of driving in 
North Carolina, and it ,vas 5.30 P. i\1. ,vhen we stepped on the 
platform of the railway station at that place. 

At half-past six the train fro1n Goldsboro' arrived, and glad 
enough ,ve ,vere to get on board. \Ve frankly stated to those we 
met the object of our trip, and the greatest cordiality ,vas shown 
us. On this train we had the pleasure of meeting Captain Car .. 
ro\\·ay. He had been in the Confederate cavalry, and ,vhile the 
Forty~fourth ,vas in the department, commanded the pickets on 
the north side of the Neuse, with headquarters at or near Street's 
Ferry. lvicintire remembered, when detailed on a flag-of-truce 
boat to carry some refugees up the river, having seen him near 
that place. Captain Carro,vay stated that for a long time he 
belonged to the " unreconciled," but at last realized that it ,vas no 
use "kicking against the pricks." Now, he says, he can sec that 
the ,var had its good results; that the people of both sections are 
becoming better acquainted, are discovering good points in each 
other that they knc,v not of before, and that their n1inds are being 

.,.._ -~- .. . 

gradually cleared of prejudices. For his part he "was right glad 
to see us." He got off at Kinston, expressing a ,vish that he 
might be able to be of service. 

At 9 P. M. the train stopped . and the brakeman shouted " N e,v 
Berne." 'vVe ,vere as glad to reach our journey's end as ,ve had 
been t\venty-t\vo years before~ and ,ve alighted at the same spot, 
opposite the railway round-house and n1achine-shop ( 606). \Ve 
were not at all anxious to try that caravansary again. Dim memo
ries of the reputation of the Gaston House rose in our minds, -
those old fairy tales of realms of bliss to ,vhich enlisted men ,vere 
not admitted; of beds ,vith sheets; of tables ,vith ,vhite cloths 
and napkins. \;\le decided to go there, regardless of the expos
tulations and praises by another stage-driver of a rival hotel. 
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Unlike, too, our original method of proceeding, ,ve rode from the 
station through Craven Street to our destination (579). It ,vas 
like, yet unlike. N·o sentries parading up and do,vn, no officers 
lounging on the piazza, none of that bustle ,ve had kno,vn in 
1862 and 1863. It ,vas a beautiful moonlight night, and ,ve could 
not resist the inclination to stroll about the town. Up Craven 
Street, by the house occupied by the colonel \vhen the regiment 
was on provost duty ( 601); down Pollock Street, by the quar
ters of Company D (602, 603), and the old guard-house of Dis
trict No. I ( 608). All were closed, no signs of life visible. 
Passing up Broad Street, ,ve stopped in front of Company E's 
old quarters (604, 605). The front door ,vas open and a young 
lady seated in the hall reading. Our escort was evidently well 
acquainted; he called her out and introduced us. She ,vas very 
agreeable, and said that her recollections of the ,var ,vere very 
di1n, as she ,vas but a baby ,vhen it broke out. On being told 
that ,ve proposed photographing the places ,vith ,vhich ,ve were 
familiar as soldiers, she kindly offered to stand on the piazza; 
but a:S ,ve could not appoint an hour, she unfortunately ,vas 
_absent ,vhen ,ve returned for th~t purpose. 

Sunday 1norning ,ve started for a longer stroll, but the intense 
heat soon drove us back to cover. In the afternoon Mr. Street, 
to ,vho1n \Ve had letters of introduction, took us to drive - out in 

vie,v of the old camp-grounds of Stevenson's brigade; to the 
National Cemetery (577, 588), where we looked up the recorded 
burials of the Forty-fourth men (578, 587) and visited their 
graves. 

The National Cemetery is located on the ,vesterly side of the 
field on which \Ve used to have out brigade and battalion d~ills, 
on the left of the ,vagon-road ,vhich, passing Fort Ro,van ( or 
Star Fort), runs in a north,vesterly direction till it crosses the 
swamp near ,vhere Fort Stevenson ,vas located. The grounds are 
about eight acres in extent, surrounded by a substantial· brick 
,vall. On entering, the first object to attract attention is the 
keeper's lodge, a one-story and French-roof cottage, built of 
North Carolina marl. Opposite the house maple-trees have been 
set out in such a way that ,vhen fully gro,vn there ,vill be an en .. 
closure in the shape of a cross, roofed by the arching of the 
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limbs. It is known a~ Sylvan Hall. Trees in every variety that 
,vill flourish in the locality are scattered through the enclosure 
in profusion, together ,vith flo,vering shrubs. Every grave is 
marked ,vith a marble headstone engraved with the name of the 
soldier, if known; in 111any cases relatives have erected handsome 
monuments. By enriching the ground ,vith soil from the swamp, 
a beautiful turf has been secured, ,vhich is green ,vhen all grass out
side is dry and parched by the summer heat; and the ,vhole effect 
is such that a visitor, on entering, can easily imagine that he is in 
a Northern cemetery. The friends of those buried there can feel 
assured that the last resting-place of their loved ones is as ,vell 
cared for and as beautiful as any but the most expensive of our 
o,vn " cities of the dead." The National Government has pro
vided that in these respects its dead heroes · shall be perpetually 
honored. 

One ,voman only is buried here. In I 864, learning that her 
betrothed, Charles E. Colledge, private· in the T,venty-fifth l\1as .. 
sachusetts, had been stricken ,vith yello,v fever, Carrie E. Cutter 
·went to Ne,v Berne to nurse him. He died, and she, heart-broken, 
fell an easy prey to the same disease. Her last wish has been 
gratified. in allo,ving her remains to forever rest beside those of 
him she loved so ,vell. 

Returning, ,ve sa,v the mounds of earth representing Forts 
Rowan (581) and Totten (582, 583). On 1\1:onday we ,vent again 
to these places and photographed them. 

By advice of many ,vho learned ,ve ,vere to visit " Little " 
vVashington, we engaged a carryall, driver, and pair of horses, . 
and left Ne,v Berne at 4.30 P. l\L At the end of an hour ,ve had 
gone three miles, and it was after seven ,vhen ,ve reached Street's 
Ferry, only ten miles from Ne,v Berne. At 2.30 A. l\f., Tuesday, 
October 7, ,ve drove into vVashington. After disturbing the 
peaceful sleep of several citizens, we found a boarding-house 
kept by l\i r. Adams, ,vhere ,ve secured a~commodations. 

In the morning ,ve engaged the services of one Joe Chauncey 
to drive us to Ra,vle's l\1ills. Some seven or eig➔1t miles out we 
came to the first swamp (595), though not the last;of which ,vc 
ascertained the depth ,vhilc accompanying General Foster in his 
North Carolina expeditions.. A two-months drought had had its 
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effect, and ,ve might have ,valked through without having the 
,vater come over our shoes. Wishing to reach Ra,vle's Mills 
before it ,vas too late to photograph, ,ve hurried on. We came 
to a sharp bend on the left, a small house on the right, open 
fields on both sides, and in front a ford benveen steep banks. 
We thought ,ve had reached the location of our first action. 
After photographing it (596) we sought for the graves of our 
men, but could find no trace. of any. Returning to the house 
and consulting an old lady ,vho ,velI remembered "Foster's raid," 
we learned that ,ve ,vere mistaken regarding this place being 
Rawle's l\iills. We drove on some two miles, ,vhen ,ve reached 
a sa,v-mill o,vned by a Mr. Lilly, ,vith ,vhom our driver ,vas ac
quainted. Mr. Lilly said the place we ,vere seeking ,vas about 
a quarter of a mile beyond the bend. He ,vas not on the ground 
at the time of the fight, but knew all about it, and told us ,vhere 
some of our men had been buried, including one named Rollins. 

, 

Their graves ,vere originally under some trees ,vhich have been 
felled since the ,var, and the ground is no,v a cornfield. \iVe 
drove to . Ra,vle's -l\1ills ( 5 8 5). The deepest part of the stream· 

I 

is no,v spanned by a substantial ~agon-bridge. The course of 
the road has been somewhat changed, .that part in which ,ve 
were standing when ambushed being overgrown with bushes. 
The old breastworks have been levelled, but the field in ,vhich 
,ve bivouacked ( S 84) , is still cultivated. We then. returned to 
Washington. · 

On Wednesday morning ,ve began our inspection of Washing-
. ton. We met a Colonel Carrow ,vho offered to guide us, and 
found the accounts of his war experience ve1y entertaining. We 
first ,vent to Fort \Vashington (584), and then to the Grice place 
(590). ·_ The colonel's son had married one of the Misses Grice, 
and on invitation ,ve entered the house, ,vhere ,ve passed a most 
delightful half-hour ,vith the family. Leaving the place, ,ve 
paused to take a parting shot (59 I) and then ,vent to the bridge. 
A Mr. \Vinfield, ,vhom ,ve fortunately encountered, gave us much 
valuable information. It appears that ,vhat our boys took to be 
a bend in the· road near ,vhere Companies A and G ,vere ambus
caded March 30, I 863, ,vas a .breashvork formed by felling a 
cypress-tree six feet in diameter across the road. Part of the 
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trunk still lays there slo,vly rotting (594). lVIr. vVinfield clain1s to 
have assisted in ren1oving three men, one of ,vho1n was ,vounded 
in the breast (Sergeant Hobart), one in the eye (John Leonard), 
and another in the neck (T. J. Lawrence), to his n1other-in-la,v's 
house, ,vhere they were nursed until able to stand removal to a 
hospital in the interior. 

About 4 P. l\l. we started on our return to N e,v Berne. vVhen 

nearly across the bridge we 3topped, and adjusting the camera 
took views of the bridge (600), the to\\·n above (579), and the 
to,vn belo,v (598) ; also the river, including Castle Island and 
Rod1nan's Point (593). Another ten-hours ride, broken only by 
a short halt at Vanceboro', and ,ve ,vere again at the Gaston 
House, tired and sleepy. 

Thursday ,vas comfortably cool, and ,ve spent the day in roam
ing- about the to,vn, taking vie,vs and recalling old memories. 

On Friday morning ,ve took the train for Kinston, reaching 
there about I I A. l\l. We inspected the station (614, 621) and 
the fields beyond ; then drove to the scene of the battle. vVe 
first went to the field in ,vhich the right ,ving formed on that 
memorable Sunday morning. As one experience of passing 
through the s,vamp ,vas enough for a lifetime, ,ve returned by 
the road ,vhich our left ,ving: had taken (616). 1'he little church 
on the farther side of the s,van1p ,vas burned several years ago, 
and the field is now so overgro,vn ,vith trees that not a glimpse 
of the bridge or the to,vn beyond could be had. The old house 
(619), used as-a hospital, ,vas there, its front still sho,ving ,vhere 
it had been struck ,vith bullets. The o,vner ,vas just beginning 
to repair. On visiting the bridge (617) ,ve looked over the side 
to see ,vhere the man in gray uniform had lain the Sunday ,ve 
crossed it in December, 1862. The channel of the river is no,v 
deep and the current strong. . .A .. vie,v down the river (6 I 8) sho,vs 
the jetties recently built by the United States Government to im
prove navigation. After our battle the Confederates built strong 
and elaborate ,vorks to protect the bridge against· another attack. 
We found them in the same dilapidated state as ,vere similar field
,vorks erected during the war. The only places that looked at 
all natural ,vere the hospital and the bridge, the latter being a 
duplicate of the one burned by our forces ,vhen ,ve recrossed the 
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river. Its days are numbered, as the n1aterial of an iron bridge 
,vhich is to take its place ,vas being unloaded from the cars ,vhile 

,ve ,vere in l(inston. vVe left that evening, reaching Goldsboro' 

about n1idnight. vVe can say with much 1nore certainty than we 

could have said on forn1er occasions, " The object of the expedi

tion has been accomplished." 
On our way hon1e ,vc visited Richmond, sailed down the J a111es 

River, passing Fort Darling, lvialvern Hill, Harrison's Landing, 

Bermuda Hundred, City Point, and other places of historical 

interest, to Norfolk, ,vhence ,ve took steamer for Boston, reaching 

ho1ne Friday night, after an absence of eighteen days. 1~he 

North Carolina part of the trip might be accomplished in ten 

days . by using the railroad only. 

The visit \\·as exceedingly interesting. Those who had been 
in the Southern army ,vere particularly cordial, and anxious to 

do all they could to n1ake our trip agreeable. All ,vere hospita

ble, and hoped that more of the boys who ,vore the blue in North 

Carolina ,vould pay them a visit. 

On our return fron1 North Carolina I obtained all the informa

tion possibl~ from those ,vho ,vere present at the burial of com

rades l\tlorse and Rollins, near Rawle's lvlills, Nov. 2, I 862. This 

I sent to the superintendent of the National Cemetery at Ne\v 
Berne, ,vith a request that the remains of these men 1night be 

removed to that place. Sometime afterwards I received the 

letter of ,vhich a copy is given belo,v, showing that the ren1oval 

had been accomplished: -

UxITED STATES NATf0:{AL CE:\fETERY, OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDENT, 

NEW BERNE, N. C., :May 22, 18S5. 

Mr. \Vl\t. G. REED, Sec. 44th 11/"ass. Vols. Assoc., :q H.i-. Pl., Boston, ilfass. 

SIR, - In compliance with your request, you are informed · that the 
bodies of the three United States soldiers at Rawle's i\Iills, North Carolina, 
have been disinterred, brought to this cemetery, and reinterred. They 
were in fair presen·ation, and each readily recognized from your descrip
tion. Their nun1bers are as follows : Charles l\Jorse, Company E, Forty
fourth Massachusetts, grave No. 3256; Charles E. Ro11ins, Company C, 
Forty-fourth l\Iassachusetts, grave No. 3257; -- K.ing, lVIarine Artillery, 
grave No. 3258. 

Very respectfu11y, your obedient servant, 
Eo. T AUBENSPEcK, Superintendent. 
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Aside from the pleasure derived from again seeing those 
places so pron1inent in our memories of arn1y life, there is a 
peculiar gratification in having been the m~·ans of securing the 
ren1oval of the remains of those fallen comrades from neglected 
graves to the beautiful resting-place provided by the United 
States Government. 



CHAPTER XIII. 

MEDICAL AND SURGICAL NARRATIVE. 

1 ,--.~-----HE medical and surgical care of a thou-

!
11\,I \1_.w.
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: 1.w.,J,
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'-=Jllll!I sand men under the exceptional cir
cumstances of army life is no trifling 

j matter. If the history of a regiment 
[ i is not written in blood, the unusual 
j\ conditions of camp and field entail no 
1 small amount of risk, suffering, and 

/l,;· i·'I d h . b l eat upon its rnem ers, and of labor 
I 1 

. 1 and responsibility on its medical staff. 

\ 
\ 11•~~1:1111 }::· T~1ese results are largely increased by 
' ~--- SIii~. - the youth and inexperience of the 

----::::::.~..c:~ men ,vho compose a regiment. The 
Forty-fourth ,vas 1nade up in large 

part of boys accustomed to all the luxuries of city and suburban 
life. The average age was about twenty-t\vo years; the average 
height, five feet eight. inches; and the. average ,veight, one hun
dred and thirty-seven pounds. -

The prelin1inary encampment at Readville ,vas, for a time, a 
sort of picnic, at ,vhich daily drill was relieved by moonlight 
promenades to the strains of the Boston Brass Band. The daily 
routine ,vas enlivened by the stirring notes of Dan Simpson's 
drum and Si Smith's fife. The severity of commissary diet ,vas 
tempered by an abundant overflo,v from home tables. Nothing 
,vas too good for the " flower of the youth of Boston," and these 
'' pets of many a household " for a time, like Diyes, fared sun1p
tu_ously every day. Contractors' shoddy was rejected for custom
made uniforms, fancy boots took the place of army shoes, and 
Short's knapsacks ,vere provided by the generosity of the busi
ness men of Boston. 
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lviean,vhile the surgeons ,vcre occupied ,vith preparations for 
the sterner duties of the campaign in prospect. The cheery 
notes of the surgeon's call for the first tin1e resounded through 

the camp. As it soon bccan1e a favorite air fo~ all sorts of im
provised words, descriptive of the disease most prevalent at the 
time, it is reproduced here. 

The personnel of the surgical staff and hospital officers ,vas as 
follo,vs; nan1ely: -

Surgeon . . . . . . Dr. Robert \Vare. 
Assistant-Surgeon . . Dr. Theodore \V. Fishe·r. 
HDspital Steward . . ,villimn C. Brighmn. 
\Vardn1aster . . . . James B. Brewster, Co. D. 
Hospital Cook . . . Seth J. Hobbs, Co. G. 
Nurse . . . . . . Noah \V. Brooks, Co. C. 

'' . . . . . . Thon1as J. Barnaby, Co. G. 

This list ,vas subsequently increased, according to the hospital 

muster-roll of Feb: 28, 1863, as follo,vs: -

Clerk . . . . . . Henry ,v. Littlefield, Co. D. 
Assistant-Cook . . . H. Clay Cross, Co. E. 
Nurse . . . . . . Joseph F. Dean, Co. F. 

" . . Andrew H. Curry, Co. H. 
" . . . . . . Harrison Parker, 2d, Co. H. 
" . . . . . . Benjainin F. Bates, Co. I. . 
" . . . . . . Charles H. Roberts, Co. E. 
" . . . . George H. Ray, Co. C. 
" . . . . Cummings D. \Vhitco1nb, Co. C. 
'4 • • • • • • \Villiam A. Smallidge, Co. C. 
" . . . . . . John H. Pearce, Co. E. 

Dr. Ware \Vas a graduate of Harvard, of the class of 1852, 
and of the iVIedical College, class of I 856, and ,vas a son of one 

of its most dist_inguished professors, Dr. John \Vare. He had 
had some experience as a surgeon of the Sanitary Commission 

on board a hospital steamship . in the Peninsular Campaign, 
and ,vas in every ,vay ,veil qualified for his place. Dr. Fisher, 

after a business and academic education, graduated at Harvard 
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Medical College in the class of I 861, and had had two years' 
experience in hospital service at the Boston Lunatic I-Iospital 
and as Resident Physician to the city institutions in Boston 
Harbor. He applied for a surgeoncy in a three years' regiment, 
but had not practised the requisite number of years. 

It ,vas soon found by the surgeons that, in consequence of the 
great pressure for admission to this regiment, sorne physically 
unfit n1en had been passed by the examining physicians of the 
cities and to,vns. Deception as to age had been practised to 
some extent, and boys under eighteen, puny and undeveloped, 
had been passed, through their own urgency to enlist. This 
necessitated a re-exa1nination of every man by the regimental 
surgeons. This duty ,vas thoroughly performed at Readville, 
every member of the regi1ncnt being stripped, inspected, and 
tested in various ,vays. Confession of ,veakness or disability 
could only be extorted after actual discovery. As an example 
of this pressure, a squad of young men from \;Val pole ref used to 
enlist unless one of their nun1bcr, named Hartshorne, ,vhose foot 
had been partially disabled, ,vas passed. Richard V. De Peyster, 
of Framingham, of good family an9 in good circumstances, being 
~ejected for near-sightedness, insisted on going in some capacity,' 
if only as company cook. H·e ,vas passed and assigned for duty 
in the stretcher corps, and at Ra,vle's Mill ,vas ,vounded in the 
thigh and lost an arm ,vhile carrying his stretcher. Necessarily 
many slender youths were admitted; but they ,vere believed to 
be sound, and proved better able to hold out on long marches 
than some older and heavier men, even of the veteran regiments . . 

The regiment ,vas also re-vaccinated in all cases requiring it. 
Hospital stores and extra medical supplies ,vere secured from 
governmental and private sources. vVelcome addition to the 
hospital fund ,vas made by friends of the regiment. Our stock 
of Govern1nent ,vhiskey and sp. vin. Gall. was supplemented by 
Hungarian ,vine, cherry cordial, arrack, tin to l\'.Iadeira of I 8 I 6, 
and old port ,vhich had mello,ved in the cellars of the Emperor 
of Brazil! · Let this be no reflection on the rcgi1nent or its offi
cers, for it ,vas professedly and actually a temperate regiment. 
\Vhcn it became necessary to issue ,vhiskey and quinine rations 
as a prophylactic against malaria, alcohol, water, · and cayenne 
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pepper ,vere substituted for ,vhiskcy by the surgeons, and no 
soldier is known to have acquired a dangerous hankering for 
this mixture. 

The hospital ,vas indebted for luxuries and delicacies for the 
sick to the. vVarren Street Society and Fifth U niversalist Society, 
of Boston, the Channing Circle at Newton, and the Soldiers' Aid 
Society of vValtham. Also to vVilliam H. Ireland, Esq., Dr. C.H. 
Allen, and numerous young lad~es of Boston, of ,vhose names I 
find the following on record: lVIisses Lizzie G. Cumston, Sadie K. 
Galloupe, 1\1:ary L. Dexter, Nellie E. Lovett, Carrie B. Streeter, 
Julia Streeter, and Louisa Prescott. May they find perennial 
youth in these pages! The barrack assigned for hospital pur
poses had a room for use at surgeon's call in front, and a ,vard 
with ten beds in the rear. But little sickness prevailed at Rea~
ville, ho,vever, except a mysterious complaint during the first 
·week, attributed by the boys to senna put in the coffee by 
medical order ! 

The nurses ,vere daily instructed in the art of bandaging and 
dressing ,vounds. A stretcher corps was organized, composed 
of specially detailed men selected from each company, to ,vhich 
,vas added the drum-and-fife corps, and to ,vhich aftenvards the 
band belonged, ex officio, according to army regulations. This 
corps ,vas furnished ,vith stretchers devised by Assistant-Surgeon 
Fisher, and put in charge of Chaplain Hall, ,vho aftenvards gal~ 
lantly led it in every engagement. It ,vas drilled in carrying 
s'tretchers over rough ground, fences, and ,valls, breaking step to 
prevent s\vinging. The men ,vere also taught ho\v to make and 
apply tourniquets and compresses. After the regiment ,vas mus
tered in, the soldiers ,vere more nearly restricted to Government 
rations. The Sunday inspections grew more rigorous, and the 
extra dainties, such as cake, pickles, preserves, canned goods, 
etc., ,vere excluded from the bunks and barracks by order of 
Surgeon vVare, ,vho thereby got the not uncomplimentary 
sobriquet of " Old Sanitary." 

The regiment having been well prepared for service by con
stant drilling and occasional marches, sailed for Ne,v Berne, N. C., 
October 22, on the " l\ilerrimac," in company ,vith the right ,ving 
of the Third Massachusetts Regin1ent. The hold and bunks had 
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been previously cleaned and ,vhitewashed by order of Surgeon 
\Vare ; but the men suffered much fron1 overcro,vding, bad 
ventilation, sea-sickness, and inadequate provisions for cooking 
for so many men. I-lad the \\·eathcr been rough, serious conse
quences 1night have resulted to health. Some colds were con
tracted by the ,vet ride in open cars from Beaufort to Ne,v 
Berne, and rheumatism made its first call on us. 

The day after arrival ,vas spent by the surgeons in securing 
quarters for a hospital. A house on Craven Street ,vas selected 
and furnished with t\venty-fi.ve or thirty beds. Here the sick and 
,vounded ,vcre aftenvards made very comfortable, thanks to our 
ample fund and stores. That nothing might be \Vanting, two 
stray co,vs by s01ne fortunate chance found their ,vay into the 
back yard, and, fed on Government hay, gave n1ilk for the sick 
until restored to their reputed owners by an order from Provost
Marshal lVIessenger. 

The Tarboro' expedition occurred immediately on the ar
rival of the regiment; and the men, not being fairly acc1imated, 
were put to a severe test in n1any ,vays. It lasted a fortnight, 
and included a skirmish and a _march of one hundred and 
t\venty-five n1iles in seven days. The blankets ,vere all left 
at "Little" Washington by general order, and the ,veather 
proved unusually cold for the season. Our ideal sunny- South 
suffered rapid deterioration in the presence of ice and snow. 
The latter fell to the depth of several inches, and the stiff cold 
mud and constant fording of icy creeks shrunk the boys' 
custo1n-1nade boots and produced ugly ulcers and blisters on 
hundreds of feet. Strips of .old linen and junks of mutton 
tallow, foraged on the ,vay, ,vere served out night and morning, 
and wide army shoes commanded a premiun1. Many \Vere 
forced to cut their boots off and ,valk in their stockings. Ice 
forn1ed in the ,voods an inch and a half thick, and the ,vater 
froze in our canteens on one or nvo nights as they lay on the 
ground beside us; and yet the heat at noon \Vas sufficient, ,vith 
the unaccustomed pressure of the accoutrements on the chest, 
to produce many heat-strokes. 

The surgeons were constantly busy attending the sick and ex
hausted men, and giving passes to lame ones for the ambulances. 
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These could not accommodate a tenth part of the stragglers, ,vho 
,vere obliged to fall behind and make their slow and painful way 
into ·cainp in the night. .A.nd yet ours ,vas the liveliest regiment 
in the line, and held out, except for the sore feet, as ,vcll as the 
veteran regin1cnts. The boys enlivened the 1narch with singing, 
,vhich not only cheered their comrades but the whole line. There 
was also a deficiency of rations, and n1any an extra n1ile ,vas 
covered in the search for provisions along the route. The first 
day a mule-team ,vas confiscated ("' convey,' the wise it call") 
for the use of the hospital department, and loaded with supp lies. 
This ,vas driven immediately in the rear of the regin1ent, so 
that ,ve did not depend on the distant an1bulances. At Rawle's 
Mill, on Sunday evening, Nov. 2, I 862, the regiment ,vas under 
fire for the first time. This engagement will be described else
,vhere, and by referring to the list of killed and ,vounded its 
results ,vill be seen. The first \Younded were attended in a grove 
of pines just before coming to the creek (Chopper's) on the left 
of the road. De Peyster and others ,vere taken into a Secesh 
cabin on the right. Here his arm ,vas amputated by Surgeon 
Otis, senior at that time and pla~e. One soldier ,vas led out of 
the . fight by hvo comrades in a frenzied condition, having been 
made temporarily delirious by the suddenness of the attack. The 
dead having been buried by Chaplain Hall, ,vho had bravely led 
the stretcher corps into the creek, the ,vounded ,vere placed in 
ambulanc~~ -~~~- sent forward in charge of the assistant-surgeon, 
,vho attended a mortally ,vounded Rebel in a little house on the 
,vay. 

At the end of the third day's march thirty disabled men ,vere 
put on board a gunboat at Hamilton, ,vhich had accon1panied us 
on the Tar River. On the fifth day forty more ,vere so disposed 
of. On our return, these, ,vith the ,vounded from the skirmish 
at Rawle's l\i1ill, ,vere sent back to N e,v Berne on board the "North
erner". in charge of Assistant-Surgeon Fisher, getting aground 
five times on the ,vay. The delay, ,vith the heat, insufficient 
supplies, and a fearful stench from the horses on the forward 
deck and the suppurating ,vounds, caused great discomfort to 
the sick and ,vounded. · 

On our return to New Berne the regimental hospital service 
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was thoroughly organized by Surgeon vVare, strict orders for the 
daily routine being issued N ovembcr 20. Assistant-Surgeon 
Fisher had charge of the sick in quarters, of \vhon1 there ,vere 
many suff eripg from diarrhcea, bronchitis, and rheumatism, con
tracted on the Tarboro' march. By reference to the. Sick Re
port Sumn1ary it will be seen that the aggregate number for 
November ,vas 337, against 206 for October. The barracks, 
,vhich ,vcre of such contracted di1ncnsions as to give but one 
hundred and fifty cubic feet of air space to each 111an, were ven
tilated by openings at the ridge and sides, at the expense of the 
hospital fund. N oven1ber 2 I a detail of t\venty-four n1en ,vas 
made, selected by the surgeons from a list of twice that number, 
of an invalid guard, ,vhich ,vas sent to garrison a block-house up 
the Trent I~iver. These ,vere n1ostly cases of rheumatisn1, her
nia, and varicose veins, brought on by lying on the ,vet ground 
and by continued marching. 

The Goldsboro' expedition set out December I I, and returned 
Dece1nber 20. In nine days the rcgin1ent n1arched one hundred 
and fifty 1nilcs, bivouacking at night and participating in three 
engagements with the enemy. 1~he_ \\'Cather was clear, with hot 
days and frosty nights. A less number fell out of the ranks 
and there ,vcrc fe,ver sunstrokes than on the previous expedition. 
The n1en had their blankets this time, and ,vere provided ,vith 
the low, ,vide army shoes, thus escaping to a great extent the 
suffering from sore feet. There ,vere similar creeks to cross, 
ho,vever, and the constant halting and unexpected starting of 

the column 1nadc marching difficult and wearisome. 
At Kinston, December 14, as the regiment fonned in line of 

battle, the surgeons ,vere directed by lVfedical-Director Snelling· 
to station themselves in the edge of ·some ,voods and · attend to 
the ,vounded indiscriminately as they were brought- to the rear. 
This order was complied ,vith for half an hour, when the ,vork of 
dressing ,vounds and extracting balls ,vas continued in a little 
house in the edge of the s,vamp where the regiment had gone in. 
In a short time another move was made to a large house full of 
,vounded near the Kinston bridge, ,vhere ,vork was in progress 
till after dark. Fortunately the regiment escaped ,vithout ,vounds, 

although under fire for sorne tin1c in the swamp. 
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At vVhitehall the regin1ent \Vent into line of battle on a hill 
behind Belger's battery. T\vo men had just been killed by a 
shell, \Vhen Ed,vin S. Fisher of Boston, a drun1mer-boy of Com
pany G, ,vas \\'Ounded in the knee, a large flap of integument 
being torn off and left hanging by the explosion of a shell. He 
was attended at once by Assistant-Surgeon Fisher, and during 
the painful and tedious process of stitching the flap into place 
sho,ved great coolness by call~ng for a pencil with ,vhich to enter 
the occurrence in his diary. l\1eanwhile the regin1ent had moved 
fonvard to the extreme front, and Surgeon \Vare had collected a 
number. of ,vounded behind a little cabin on the right flank. 
\,Yhen rejoined by the assistant-surgeon the regin1ent ,vas under 
a hot fire from rebel sharp-shooters concealed in the tree-tops, 
and the rear of the line ,vas anything but a pleasant place. 
Belger's battery, a fe,v yards from hospital headquarters, \Vas 
losing rapidly in horses and tnen. Stout Captain Belger, ,vith . 
arms akimbo, ordered the g·uns loaded ,vith grape and canister, 
and then shouted, " Fire into the trees ! N o,v, boys, stand by 
my battery! " A hospital attendant, Joseph F. Dean, of Cam
bridge, Company F, ,vas hit about this time. It ,vas feared the 
fire of the battery \Vould dra,v an artillery fire on their frail 
shelter, so the dead and ,vounded ,vere put on stretchers and 
carried to a grove in the rear, ,vhere the angry spit of bullets 
was less frequent. An attempt here to tie the subclavian artery 
was a failure, the patient dying of hemorrhage from a deep 
,vound iri- the· axilla. George E. Noyes, of \Vest R.oxbury, 
Company K, declined surgical aid, saying he ,vas past help and 
others needed it more. He died the next day fro1n a ,vound 
in the abdomen. · 

As the firing slackened the dead ,vere buried under direction 
of Chaplain Hall, and the ,vounded removed to a general ren
dezvous on the hill. Here more surgical ,vork ,vas done, and 
Medical-Director Snelling ordered the assistant-surgeon to put 
the wounded in a1nbulances ,vithout distinction of regiment, al
though a detail of ambulances had been assigned to each regi
ment. This order ,vas disregarded, and all the \Vounded of the 
Forty-fourth able to be moved ,vere sent on their ,vay to Golds
boro'. As they passed along the road parallel to the river the 
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ambulances were fired on by lingering Rebels across the river. 

Assistant-Surgeon Fisher, who ,vas searching for ,voundcd in the 

field near the bridge, was also fired at two hours or more after 
the· fight was over. "1-Ie n1eans you, Doc.! " said a soldier 

guarding a pile of knapsacks behind a chimney. Such incidents, 
as well as the flag-of-truce trick at Goldsboro', ,vere some,vhat 

characteristic of Rebel ideas of honor. 
Insensibility to pain was noticed in many cases as a conse

quence of the excitement of battle, as in the cases of Fisher and 

Noyes already mentioned. At Kinston also a bullet was being 
extracted with son1e difficulty from an1ong the bones of the foot, 
,vhen the soldier, being asked if it hurt, cried out: "Dig a,vay, 
Doctor, and damn the pain! \:Ve 've licked 'em!,, The con

trasting condition was seen at vVhitehall, when a soldier who had 
accidentally or purposely shot off his rig-ht forefinger ,vas bello,v

ing like a calf under the process of dressing it, ,vhile fron1 a room 

full of seriously ,vounded n1en around him not a groan ,vas heard. 
At Goldsboro' the regiment ,vent into line of battle in reserve 

just out of sight of the field of battle, ,vhich was in a fine, open 
• 

country between the railroad and river. The surgeons rode for-

ward, and learning that the objective point of the expedition ,vas. 

in our hands, assisted for several hours at the hospital head

quarters in a large house overlooking the field. In the ·afternoon 

they rode down to the front, ,vhcre Belger's and l\iorrison's bat

teries, ,vith a rcgin1ent in support, were slowly shelling the ,voods 

near the railroad bridge. A squad of cavalry occupied the right 

flank. Just at this mon1ent a white flag ,vas seen ,vaving in the 

edge of the ,voods, and the cavalry galloped up to it to bring in 

the prisoners supposed to be in ,vaiting, ,vhen they received a 

volley ,vhich sent then1 back in haste. The shelling \Vas renewed 

for half an hour ,vith more vigor, when from beyond the railroad 

embankment was heard a Rebel yell, shrill, like the screams of a 
multitude of \\-·omen and children, and in a n101nent three regi

ments mounted the bank and charged directly on the batteries. 
The left one ,vas seen to falter under the artillery fire and seek 

safety behind the railroad, \Vhilc the other hvo regin1ents came 

bravely on, the grape and canister cutting great gaps in the 

ranks till they ,vere compelled to ,vithdra,v ,vith great loss. The 
r6 
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supports con1ing up also showed the Rebels the hopelessness 
of their atten1pt. After this charge Surgeon \Vare rcn1aincd 
a\vhilc to assist at the general hospital, and Assistant-Surgeon 
Fisher rejoined the regin1ent, which \Vent into line of battle 
across a road in the \Voods. Here perfect silence ,vas enjoined, 
and one poor fello,v with a spasmodic cough ,vas dosed ,vith 
opium and hurried to the rear between two. comrades, with his 
handkerchief stuffed into his mouth. Nothing ca1ne of all our 
precautions, and the army took up its line of march through a 
burning forest to,vards New Berne. . 

On our return the same crop of 1ung and intestinal diseases ap
peared as had followed our Tarboro' expedition, but they ,vere 
less amenable to treatment. Bronchitis and diarrhcea were re
placed by pneu~1onia and dysentery. The total nu~ber under 
treatment for December was 33 I, and the daily average of sick 

. and ,vounded in hospital and quarters ,vas 8 5. Our losses on 
the Goldsboro' expedition may be learned from the tables ap
pended. December 25, the first case of a ne,v and alarming dis
ease occurred in our regiment, proving fatal in a fe,v days. The 
epidemic, ,vhich follo,ved and extended to other regiments, ,vas 
entirely outside the experience of any of the surgeons in the 
department. The fever ,vas at first regarded as a virulent type 
of malarial disease. The autopsy in the case of Henry G. Kim
ball, of Andover, Con1pany G, ,vho died Jan. I, 1863, made by 
the assistant-surgeon, sho,ved the presence of inflammation in 
the membranes of the brain and spinal cord. The disease ,vas 
after\vards recognized as cerebro-spinal meningitis, \vhich is iden
tical ,vith the disease once known as spotted fever, occurring as 
an epide1nic in lv!assachusetts bet\veen the years I 807 and I 816. 
The next death \Vas that of John C. Pollitz, Boston, Company F, 
on January 7. Having been previously \Vell, he came in from 
guard in the morning, ,vas sent to the hospital, and died the same 
afternoon. _This sudden fatality naturally produced much con
sternation in the regiment. Quinine rations ,vere issued as a 
prophylactic n1easure, and Surgeon \Vare ,vas untiring in his 
efforts to determine the cause of the epiden1ic. 

In a letter to Lieutenant-Colonel vV. H. IVI uzzey, Medical 
Inspector United States Army, he describes the barracks as 
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" placed so near the edge of a s,van1p that the space allotted for 
the sinks and pools of refuse is much too small for a pennancnt 
camp, and too near the barracks. The barracks arc built of green 
pine, and the sills are laid directly on the ground. The buildings 
are placed end to end, those of each wing forming one side of a 
square, the retreating _angle of ,vhich is directed to,vards the 
swamp." The dimensions of the barracks ,vhich he gives allo,v 
but one hundred and fifty cubic feet per man, or one seventh of 
the air space ,vhich the British Army regulations require for per
manent barracks. Surgeon vVare further states that up to Feb
ruary 20, nineteen cases of the fever had occurred, ,vith twelve 
deaths. No ne,v cases appeared after January 19, ,vhen the first 
heavy rains fell. The epidemic ,vas preceded by a long dry 
and ~varn1 spell of ,veather. The first symptoms in most cases 
,vere of intense cerebral congestion, f ollo,ved by convulsions, 
rigidity of the muscles, and coma. There ,vere usually head
ache, stupor, small, quick pulse, duskiness of the face, and 
son1etimes collapse in the first stage, follo,ved by a noisy de
lirium, deafness, squinting, rigidity, and lastly a petechial or pur
puric eruption, typhoid symptoms,.coma, and death. Dr. Ware 
thought the disease ,vas probably both of typhous and malarial 

. . 
ongtn. 

February I, in consequence of the epidemic, and the possible 
connection of the s,vamp and barracks with it, the regiment ,vas 
sent to Plymouth. Assistant-Surgeon Fisher was detailed for 
service in the Foster General H·ospital the last of January, much 
against his desire and the ren1onstrances of Colonel Lee and Sur
geon Ware. A promise ,vas exacted that if the regiment took the 
field or moved he should· go ,vith it; and the Plymouth expe
dition haying been ordered about this time, he ,vas reluctantly 
allov~'ed to go. The regiment remained in Plymouth ten days, 
quartered on board the " Northerner'' at first, and aftenvards in 
some empty ,varehouses ,vithout fire. The ,veather ,vas very cold 
and the ground covered ,vith sno,v. One mysterious night march 
of t,venty-five miles ,vas made ,vith the usual mud, and ice-cold 
creeks to ford. 1\iieasles first appeared here, and the assistant 
surgeon ,vas one of the first victin1s. Lying on the floor of a 
Southern house, ,vith a Northern snow-storm raging at every 



244 FORTY-FOURTH ~L\SSACHUSETTS INF.:\NT'RY. 

crevice, very sick ,vith a disease one is ashamed not to have had 
in early life, is no joke, ho,vcvcr it may appear to one's brother 
officers! After our return, February 10, to Ne,v Berne the regi
ment suffered from measles and diphtheria. The cases ,vere severe 
and in a fe,v instances fatal. The assistant-surgeon ,vas sent as ~ 
patient to the Stanley General I-Iospital, putting the whole burden 
of the regin1ental ,vork upon Surgeon \Varc. On February 20 

there ,vere 44 sick in quarters and 66 in hospital, general and 
regi1nental, of ,vhich 30 ,vere cases of measies. l'hc daily aver
age in January was 72, in February, 67. On his recovery the 
assistant-surgeon ,vent on duty at the Foster General Hospital. 
He had under his charge one half of the patients, medical and sur
gical, officers and men, in the large building formerly used as a 
theatre and masonic hall, amounting to about 7 5 on an average. 
In the first story the stage and auditorium of the theatre made 
one large ,vard, the drop-scene being nailed up over the stage to 
form its ceiling. In the masonic hall overhead the sick and dying 
,vere cheered by the masonic emblems painted in the panels of 
the ceiling, a coffin being conspicuous in one corner ! The regi
mental hospital ,vas removed for convenience from Craven Street 
to a hospital barrack at the camp the last of February. 

March 14, during the attack on our outposts across the Neuse 
River, shot and shell fell near the hospital and officers' quarters 
about breakfast-time. Shells for breakfast ,vere a novelty. 
The sick . and . the horses having been removed; the cannon
ading ,vas ,vatched ,vith less anxiety. March I 5, the regiment or 
rather eight companies of it ,vere sent by transport to " Little" 
Washington under medical charge of Surgeon \rVare, leaving hvo 
co1npanies, F and B, which ,vere on picket duty at Batchelder's 
Creek, and the invalid guard at Brice's Creek in charge of the 
assistant-surgeon, ,vho also continued his duties at the Foster Gen
eral Hospital. No amount of influence or persuasion ,vhich ,vas 
brought to bear on the chief medical authorities sufficed to re
voke his detail or annul the above arrangement. As it aftenvards 
proved, a disproportionate amount of ,vork devolved on Surgeon 
vVare, ,vhich may have been influential in causing his sickness 
and untimely death. But this result ,vas not and could not have 
been foreseen. As Surgeon Fisher took an affectionate leave of 
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his senior on board the "Escort," neither for a moment imagined 
it ,vas a final fare,vell. 

1'he details of the long siege and the consequent sufferings of 
the men are narrated else,vhere. The casualties ,vere fe,v, but the 
constant night alarms, heavy work by day on short rations, and 
the exposures and anxieties of the siege entailed much unusual 
labor on Surgeon vVare, ,vho ,vas the senior medical officer of 
the garrison. The surgeon's-call book having been lost, the 
proportion of sickness in this part of the regi1nent cannot be 
determined. N·o fatal disease prevailed, but cases of diarrhcea, 
dysentery, bronchitis, and tonsilitis ,vere frequent. Surgeon 
Ware's duties also extended to the other regime·nts and to the 
large number of negroes engaged on the defences. The foilo,ving 
newspaper item relates to one of Surgeon \Vare's patients : -

" I must tell you of one hero who saved a company of soldiers from 
certain death. A flat full of soldiers, with a few negroes, atten1pted to 
land at Rodman's Point, but were repulsed by a ten·ible fire of Rebel bul
lets, all tumbling into the boat and lying flat to escape being shot. l\1ean
while the boat stuck fast on the shore, when this noble African said : 
'S01nebody 's got to die to git us out _of dis, and it may as well be n1e ! ' 
He then deliberately got out and pushed the boat off, and fell into it, 
pierced by five bullets. Dr. ,v are afterwards ainputated a leg and resected 
a part of one bone in the arm ; but the man of course died." 

Surgeon Ware ,vas attacked ,vith double pneumonia of a 
typhoidal type about April 5, and died April 10, four days before 
the raising of the siege. He had been seized ,vith a dangerous 
attack of syncope during our former visit to "Little" vVashington 
in November, of ,vhich he made light, but ,vhich probably in
dica~ed cardiac debility not favorable to a long life. He ,vas 
afterwards apparently as vigorous as ever, and his death ,vas a 
surprise and shock to all. His unsparing activity and zeal in 
the performance of his official duties made his death seem more 
untimely. He had becorne endeared to the men of the regi
ment, ,vho had learned his real ,vorth and his kindness of heart, 
and his death ,vas the saddest event of the sad and gloomy 
,veeks of the siege. His brother officers of the field and staff 
had early learned to love him ~s a brother. He ,vas, in fact, 
the connection, friend, or familiar acquaintance of several of 
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the1n before the ,var, and his death came like a family loss to 
then1. This is not the place for an adequate mcn1orial sketch 
of s·o diligent a student, so talented a surgeon and sanitarian, so 

· noble a character, or even of so good a soldier. His abua 11zater 
,vill preserve his memory in n1arble as pure as his fan1e; his 
classn1ates ,vill recount his virtues; his friends and comrades ,vill 
long mourn his loss; and his name will stand in his country's 
roll of honor, high an1ong those ,vhose self-sacrifice, though 
"s,veet and fitting," ,vas sad and disheartening to the last 

degree. . 
During the siege the distant boom of guns daily aroused ne,v 

apprehensions for the safety of their comrades in the n1en left at 
N e,v Berne. The lack of reliable intelligence became positively 
painful, until about April 11, ,vhen rumors reached them of the 
death of Surgeon vVare. Assistant-Surgeon Fisher at once de
manded permission to join the regi1nent, but ,vas detained a day 
or hvo, until the rumor ,vas confirmed. He then left on the 
" Escort," expecting to run the blockade, but fortunately found 
Hill's Point in possession of our men. The last gun of the siege 
,vas fired the night of his arrival. The boys plainly showe~ the 
effects of the siege in their ,vorn and anxious looks, but soon 
recuperated under the cheering influences of sleep, good rations, 
and the prospect of an early return to Ne,v Berne . 

. From April 22 to the close of its term of service the regiment 
,vas acting. as provost-guard of Ne,v Berne. A large mansion
house on Broad Street ,vas taken for a regi1nental hospital. Sur
geon Fisher, whose commission dated fron1 the day of Surgeon 
\Vare's death, took charge of it. Daniel lVIcPhee had been com
missioned Assistant-Surgeon late in March, and joined the ... regi• 
ment on itc, return. Typhoid fever became prevalent, and ,vas 
increasing in frequency and severity ,vhen the regiment sailed 
for Boston. Seven cases ,vere too sick to be moved, and ,vere 
sent to the Foster General Hospital, ,vhere four of them died. 
Many others, though very ,veak, ,vere put on. board the " Guide," 
in care of Surgeon Fisher. Assistant-Surgeon lVIcPhee accon1-
panied the left ,ving on board the " George Peabody." 

To summarize the results from a medical point of view of our 
nine months' service, the follo\ving table ,vill suffice: -
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Killed and died of wounds . 
\Vounded 
Died of disease . . 
Discharged for disability 
Invalid guard ·. . . . 
'Total sick for eight months 
Pensions granted . . . . 
Claims pending . . . . 

. . 
. . . . . . . 

. . . . 

I I 

32 
26 
65 
25 

2,128 

46 

35 

247 

The regiment ,vas an average one physically, but above the 

average in activity, intelligence, and esprit de corps. I ts short 

term ,vas made up of active service ,vell calculated to test its 

mettle and endurance, and in no case did it fail to exhibit all 

those manly qualities characteristic of lVIassachusetts soldiers. 

I{illed and died of 1¥ottnds. 

Charles E. Rollins, Brookline . Company C, Rawle's l\1i11, 
Cl I l\~ B t " E, ,; " 1ar es .1.orse, os on . . . 
i\Iatthew R. Meagher, Boston • " A, \Vhitehall, 
D. Tyler Newcomb, 1\1edford. " 
J. \Vatson Slocmn, Holliston . '' 
Sergeant A. Stacy Courtis, Cambridge " 
Corporal Edwin H. Curtis, Boston " · 
Antonio F. Pollo, Boston . " 
George E. Noyes, \Vest Roxbury " 

A, 
A, 
C 

' C, 
C, 
K, 

" 
,: 

" 
" 
" 
" 

Nov. z, '62. 

" " 
Dec. 16, '62. 

" " ,. ". 
" " 
" " 
" ,: 

" " 
Albert L. Butler, Cambridge . " 
Sergeant David K. Hobart, Roston, " 

A, " Dec. 19, '62. 
G, \Vash'n, N. C., Apr. 24, '63. 

Taken Prisoner. 

Sergeant David K. Hobart, Boston, Company G, \Vashington, N. C., !vlar. 

30, '63. 
Corporal Theodore J. Lawrence, Boston, Company G, \Vashington, N. C., 

Mar. 30, '63. 
Private John Leonard, Roxbury, Company G, \Vashington, N. C., l\far. 

30, '63. 

\Villiam Gjbson, Chelsea 
Patrick Dalton, Newton 
!viorris P. Lenihan, Boston 

Deserted. 

Company A, Readville, 

" B, " 
" H, Boston, 

ff/ounded. 

Oct. 8, '62. 

" " 21, 

" ·22 " ' 

James \V. Briggs, 2d Lieut.,Boston,Company C, Rawle's Mill, Nov. 
Sergeant Albert C. Pond, Boston " C, " " " 
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\Vi1liam A. Smallidge, Cambridge, Company C, Rawle's lvlill, Nov. 2, '62. 
Sergeant Frederick \V. Smith, Jr. " C, " " " " 
John C. Peakes . . • . " C, '' " '' " 
Asa H. Stebbins, 2d Lieut., Boston '' D, " " " " 
Charles H. Roberts, Melrose . " E, " " " " 
Richard V. De Peyster, Framingham ·' H, " " " " 
Harrison Parker, 2d, \Vinchester " H, " " '' " 
E. Augustus Jacobs, South Scituate " I-I, " " " '' 
Alexander H. Everett, Ca111bridge " A, \Vhitehall, Dec. r6, '62. 
Albert S. l\,Iay, Needham . " A, " ,: " 
John F. Berry, Boston • " A, " " " 
Sgt. James F. Clark, \V. Cambridge " A, " " " 
Amos K. Tappan, Boston . " A, " " " 
John ,v. Greenwood, Needham " A, " " " 
\Villian1 Bamford, N·orth Andover " A, " " " 
\Varren P. Everett, N·ewton '' B, " '' " 
Charles C. Ewer, Boston " D, " " " 
Frederick Jackson, Boston " l), " " " 

Joseph F. Dean, Cain bridge " F, " " " 
Francis E. Lincoln, Boston . " G, " " " 
Edwin S. Fisher, Boston . " G, '' " " 
Sgt. \Villian1 \V. Howe, Framingham " H, '' " " 
Edward C. Crosby, Fran1inghan1 '' H, '' '' " 
George H. Colby, Boston, Co1npany D, Signal Corps service on gunboat 

on Neuse River, near Kinston, Dec. 14, '62. 
Captain James M. Richardson, Hubbardston, Company A, \Vashington, 

N. C., lVIar. 30, '63. 
Corporal Theodore J. Lawrence, Boston, Company G·, \Vashington, N. C., 

l\'Iar. 30, _' 6 3. 
Corp. John King, Boston, Company G, \Vashington, N. C., l\far. 30, '63. 
John Leonard, Roxbury, " G, '' " " " 
Corp. John D. Priest, Boston, " G, " " " " 
Frederic Odiorne, 2d Lieut., Company G, clothing riddled with balls at 

saine place. 
Died. 

Henry G. Kimball, Andover, Company G, Jan. 1, '63, cerebra-spinal 
n1eningitis. 

John C. Pollitz, Boston, Company F, Jan. 7, '63, cerebro-spinal meningitis. 
Alfred B. l\i1oulton, Framingham, Company C, Jan. 9, '63, cerebra-spinal 

meningitis. 
Josiah Moody, South I-Iadley, Company F, Jan. 14, '63, cerebra-spinal 

meningitis .. 
Corporal Adfur J. Upham, Boston, Company G, Jan. 18, '63, cerebro

spinal meningitis. 
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George F. Boynton, Dorchester, Company_ G, Jan. 19, '63, cerebra-spinal 
111 eningi tis. 

\Valter S. Bradbury, Cambridge, Con1pany C, Jan. 22, '63, cerebro-spinal 
111eningitis. 

\Villian1 F. Ingrahan1, South Hadley, Con1pany F, Jan. 24, '63, cerebro
spinal meningitis. 

Sergeant Albert F. Potter, Newton, Company B, Jan. 29, '63, cerebro
spinal n1eningitis. 

George B. Young, Andover, Con1pany G, Feb. 3, '63, cerebra-spinal 1nen
ingitis. 

Francis C. Hopkinson, Cambridge, Company F, Feb. 13, '63, cerebro
spinal n1eningitis. 

Charles A. Bradt, Lowell, Company C, Feb. 19, '63, cerebra-spinal men
ingitis . 

. Ezra N. Fuller, Needham, Company A, Feb. 21, '63, measles. 
Sergt. Charles E. Harwood, Boston, Company I, Feb. 26, '63, diphtheria. 
James S. Gilmore, "'alpole, Con1pany K, Feb. 26, '63, diphtheria. 
Otis S. lVlerrill, North Andover, Con1pany C, l\far. 2, '63, cerebro-spinal 

meningitis. 
Reuben J. Gibnan, Billerica, Company I, l\far. 7, '63, cerebro-spina11nen-

ingitis. 
Surgeon Robert \Vare, Boston, Apr. 10, '63, pneumonia. 
Edn1und L. Cutter, \Veston, Company I,,Apr. 25, '63, pneumonia. 
Henry F. 1\-Ielville, Brighton, Company A, rviay 15, '63, inflammation of 

bowels. 
James A. lVIickel, Charlestown, Company K, 1viay 28, '63, pneumonia. 
Timothy S. Boynton, Framingham, Con1pany C, June 8, '63, typhqid 

fever. 
Frank B. Hanson, Boston, Company A, June r 1, '63, typhoid fever. 
lviatthew Howard, North Andover, Company A, June r 7, '63, typhoid 

fever. 
Eben R. Buck, Newton, Company B, June 17, '63, typhoid pneumonia. 
,vmiam A. Barnes, Boston, Company H, June 18, '63, typhoid fever. 

Dischar,ged for Disability. 

Capt. Jacob H. Lombard, Boston, Company C, Resigned, Jan. 14, '63. 
Capt. Frank \V. Reynolds, Boston, 

,, K " Dec. 28, '62. 
' 

Corp. John T. Sargent, Jr., Boston, 
,, A, Discharged, l\1ar. 9, '63. 

John F. Berry, Boston " A, " .Feb. 14, '63. . . • . 
John ,v. Greenwood, Needham " A, ,, Apr. 1, '63. • 

Hiram Huubard, Jr., Boston " A, " Apr. I 6, '63. . . 
Albert S. lVIay, Needham " A, " Feb. 28, '63. . . . 
Henry E. "\Varner, Boston " A, " Oct. 7, '62. . . . 
Henry C. \\'hittier, Boston . " A, " Jan. 14, '63. . . 
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Corp. George \V. Lamson, Newton, Company B, Discharged, Jan. 14, '63. 
John Brennan, Needham . . . '' B, " Jan. 30, '63. 
Stephen :i\L Dresser, Newton . " B, " Jan. 30, '63. 
Edward P. Kingsbury, Newton " B, " Sept. 25, '62. 
Rodney 1\1:. Lucas, Newton . . " B, " Jan. 30, '63. 
\Villiatn 1,_ l\Iullen, Newton . . " B, " :!\'Iar. 9, '63. 
nowman G. Salsbury, Newton. .. " B, " Oct. 3, '62. 
John A. \Vashburn, Newton " B, " l\Iay 28, '63. 
Frank 0. Bradt, Lowell . . . . . " C, " l\Iar. 14, '63. 
Charles H. Hiscock, Cambridge " C, " Oct. 4, '62. 

Thomas Holmes, Lynn . • . . " C, " Sept. 30, '62. 
Edward F. i\tiahoney, Boston . . " C, " Jan. 31, '63. 
Charles L. Plumn1er, Boston . " C, " Oct. 7, '62. 
George M. Rollins, Brookline . " C, " Apr. 15, '63. 
David J. ·rhomas, Boston . . . " C, " Apr. 15, '63. 
Willimn ,vare, l\'Iilton • . '' C, " l\tiar. 14, '63. 
J. Albert Blanchard, \Vest Cambridge " D, " l\1ar. 9, '63. 
Charles C. Ewer, Boston . . . . ·" D, '' May 6. '63. 
\Villiatn B. Leatherbee, Boston " D, " Oct. 3, '62. 
1,heodore L. Barnes, \Valtham " E, " Apr. 3, '63. 
George E. Buttrick, ,vest Roxbury " E, " lviar. 9, '63. 
\Villia.m Dean, \Valthatn . . " E, " Nov. 3, '62. 
Peter F. Jones, Roxbury . . . " E, " 1\Iar. 9, '63. 
Edward Richardson, Cainbridge . " E, " ~far. 24, '63. 
Charles H. Roberts, Melrose . . " E, " Jan. 14, '63. 
\Villiam F. Sawyer, Malden . . " E, " Oct. 3, '62. 
Joshua B. \Varren, Boston " · E, '' Oct. 1, '62. 
George \V. \Vheelwright, Jr.~ Roxbury " E, " Oct. 3, '62. 
Henry A. Clark, South Hadley . " F, " Oct. 4, '62. 
Horace E. Learned, Boston . . " F, " · Oct. 4, '62. 
John \V. Pitman, Jr., Malden . . " F, " Oct. 4, '62. 
George S. Sanford, Sherborn . . " F, " Jan. 23, '63. 
Edwin S. Fisher, Cambridge " G, " l\'Iay 18, '63. 
J. Augustus Hall, Dorchester " G, :, Oct. 6, '62. 
Francis E. Lincoln, Boston . " G, " l\1ar. 31, '63. 
Thomas F. Phipps, Dorchester " G, '• Oct. 6, '62. 
Joseph l\tI. Bannister, Framingham " H, '' 1\far. 9, '63. 
Allen F. Boone, \Vinchester . . " H, " June 5, '63. 
Austin M. Copp, l\tlalden . . . " H, " Oct. 2, '62. 
Charles H. Fuller, Framingha1n " H, " Mar. 9, '63. 
E.· Augustus Jacobs, South Scituate " H, " l\far. 13, '63. 
Alonzo E. LeMoyne, Boston • . " H, " Jan. 17, '63. 
Charles C. Rice, \Vinchester . . " H, '' Apr. 14, '63. 
Benjamin F. Bates, Brewster . . " I, " Apr. 1, '63. 
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Edward H. Judkins, Boston . . Company I, Discharged, Sept. 30, '62. 
Herbert B. Richardson, \Veston ,, I, " l\1ay 18, '63. 
Forrest L. \Vhittredge, Boston. " I, " l\Iay I, '63. 
Charles E. \Vyett, Boston " I, " May 18, '63. . . . 
\Villiam Bowers, Boston " K " Feb. 7, '63. . . . 

' Guy Boyce, Sherborn " K, " Jan. 14, '63. . . 
I than1ar \V. Copeland, Dedham " K " Jan. 14, '63. ' Charles 1\1. Garland, Boston " K, " Jan. 31, '63. . . 
George \V. Nickerson, \Valpole 

,, 
K, " Jan. 14, '63. 

Tho1nas Seavey, \Vest Roxbury " K, " Jan. 31, '63. 
James \V. Spinney, Sherborn " I(, " Jan. 14, '63. . . 
Joseph T. Stedman, Roxbury . " K, " Feb. I 7, '63. . 

Invalid Guard. 

Corporal Charles A. Yendell, Jr., Boston . . . . . . Company A. 
l\'1atthew Howard, North Andover . . . . . . . . . " A. 
Henry C. \Vhittier, Boston . . . . . . • . . . . " A. 
Antonio J. Fayes, Newton . . . . . . . . . . . " B. 
Richard T. Robinson, Cainbridge . . . . . . . . . '' C. 
Isaac R. Steams, Chelsea. . . . . . . . . . . . " C. 
Horace P. Tuttle, Cambridge . . . . . . . . . . " D. 
James A. Blanchard, \Vest Cambridge . . . . . . . " D. 
Levi Kenerson, Hingham . . . . . . . . . . . " D. 
George L. Dyer, Boston . . . . . . . . . . . • " E. 
\Villiam E. Copeland, Roxbury . . . . . . . . . . " F. 
Peter R. Guthrie, Boston. . . . . . . . . . . . '' G. 
Charles L. LeCain, Dorchester. . . . . . . . . . " G. 
T. Robinson Harris, Can1bridge . . . . . . . • • " G. 
Lyman J. Sawyer:- Boston • . . • . . . . . . . " G. 
Heman H. Belcher, Framingham . . . . . . . " H. 
Rufus C. Bruce, Framingham . . . . . . . . • . " H. 
Matthias J. Moore, Boston . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Alonzo E. Lel\tioyne, Boston . . . . . . . . . . 
Henry \V. \Vebster, Cambridge. . . . . • . . . . 
Theodore Pinkham, Chelsea . . . . . . . . . . 
Lawrence Rhoades, Boston . . . . . . . . • . . 
Guy Boyce, Sherborn • • . . . . . . . . . . . 
James \V. Spinney, Sherborn . . . . . . . . . . 
George \V. Nickerson, \Valpole . . . . . . • • • • 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" ,, 

" 
" 

H. 
H. 
H. 
I. 
I. 

K. 
K. 
K. 
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GENERAL SUMl\1ARY OF SICK REPORTS, FORTY-FOURTH 

REGIMENT, 1\I. V. M. 

\Vnout Nu:.IBER UNDER D,uL\' AVERAGE Nu;unER, 
TRHAT!IU:NT. 

Mouth. ~--o l CJ C) 
't:i loo In hos- · In quar-Sick. = :, Total. Total. --..... pita I. tcrs. .... -c.:: ;: ... 

0 

1862. 
October . . . . . . 172 34 205 5 7 12 
November . . . . "7" 65 337 13 27 40 . - ... 
December. . . . . . 283 48 331 2 [ 64 85 

1863. 
January . . . . . . 3°9 28 337 20 52 72 
February . . . . . . 215 21 236 21 46 67 
l\farch . . . . . . • 240 8 248 19 43 62 
April . . . . . . . 161 7 168 15 27 42 
May. . . . . . . . 265 0 265 16 28 44 ---- --- ·--

Total . . . . . . 1,917 211 2,128 130 294 424 

Monthly average . . 240 26 266 16 37 53 
1 

Pension Claims of all Classes admitted. 

Matthew R. Meagher,1 Boston . . 
John F. Berry, Boston . . . 
Albeit S. 1\1:ay, Needhmn . . . 
John \V. Greenwood, Needhan1 
Henry C. \Vhittier, Boston . 
James 1f. Richardson,1 Hubbardston 
Arnos K. Tappan, Boston 
Francis B. Hanson, 1 Boston 
John Brennan, Needham . 
John A. \Vashburn, N·ewton . . . 
George N. Hill,1 Newton • . . . 
Eben R. Buck, 1 Newton . . . . 
John R. Holmes, 1 Newton . . 
James S. \Vithington, 1 Newton 
Samuel B. Hadley,1 Boston . · . 
George H. Ray,1 Boston . . . . 
\Valter S. Bradbury,1 Cambridge 
Antonio F. Pollo, 1 Boston . . . 

. Company A. 
. . . . . ,, A. 

" A. 
. . . . . . . . . " A. 
' . . . . . . . " A. 

. . . . . . . ,, A. 
. . . . . . . " A. 

. . . . . " A. 

. . . . . . " B. 
. . . . . . ,, B. 
. . . . . . . . " B. 

. . . . " B. 

. . . . . . " B. 
. . . . . " B. 
. . . . . . . . ,, C. 
. . . . . . " C. 
. . . . . . " C. 
. . . . . . . . " C. 

1 Deceased. 
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Otis S. Nferrill, 1 North Andover . . . . . . . . . Company C. 
George H. Hobart, Newton . . . . . . . . . . . " D. 
Theodore L. Barnes/ \Valtham . . . . . . . . . . " E. 
Jan1es \V. Lovejoy, Cambridge . . . . . . . . . . 
Charles H. Roberts, l\f elrose . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Albert K. Page, 1 Boston . . . . . . . . . . . . 
John H. Hanson, Boston . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Edwin S. Fisher, Boston . . . . . . . . . • . . 
John Leonard, Roxbury . . . . . . . . . . 
'I'heodore J. Lawrence, Boston . . . . . . . . . . 
Henry G. Kimball, 1 Andover . . . . . . . . . . 
George B. Young, 1 Andover . . . . . . . . • . . 
Elisha A. Jacobs, South Scituate . . . . . . . 
Richard V. De Peyster,1 Framingham . . . . . 
Edward C. Crosby, Framinghmn . . . . . . . . . 
Edward S. Hen1n1enway, Fran1ingham . . . . . . . 
Alonzo E. LeMoyne, 1 Boston . . . . . . . . . . 
Frank \V. Clapp, 1 Holliston . . . . . . . • . 
Benjatnin F. Bates, Brewster . . . . . . . . . . . 
Edwin P. Upham, \Veston . . . . . . . . . 
Michael Shaughnessy, Cmnbridge . . . . . . . . . 
George \V.·Nickerson, \Valpole. . . . . . . . . . 
Jan1es \V. Spinney,1 \Valpole . . . . . . . . . . 
Ithainar \V. Copeland, Dedhan1 . . . . . . . . . 
Tho1nas Seavey, \Vest Roxbury . . . . . . . . 
\Villiam L. lVIitchel, 1 Sherborn . . . . . . . . . . 
George E. Noyes,1 \Vest Roxbury . . . . . . . . 
Joseph F. Stedn1an, Roxbury . . . . . . . . . . 

Pension Claints of all Classes pending. 

" 
" 
" ,, 

" ,, 
,, 

" ,, 

" ,, 
,, 
,, 

" ,, 
,, 
,, 

" 
" ,, 
,, 

" 
" 
" 
" 

E. 
E. 
I~. 
F. 
G. 
G. 
G. 
G. 
G. 
H. 
H. 
H. 
H. 
H. 
H. 
I. 
I. 
I. 

K. 
K. 
K. 
K. 
K. 
K. 
K. 

George \V. Lovejoy, Andover . . . . . . . • Company A. 
Henry Ingraham, Fra111inghan1 . . . . . . . • . . " A. 
John G. \Vhitmarsh, Needham . . . . . . . . 
Frederick T. Brown, Boston. . . . . . . . . . . 
D. Tyler Newcomb,1 l\1edford . . . . . . . . . . 
\Villia1n 1". Mu Hen, 1 Newton . . . . . . . . . . 
Samuel H. \Vhite, Quincy . . . . . • • . . • • 
Rodney 1\1!. Lucas, Newton . . . • • • • . . . . 
John G. Erhart, Newton . . . . . . • • • . . . 
Seth T. Snipe, Newton . . . . • • • • . . • . 
\Villiam 1\1. Rogers, Newton • • • • • • • • • . 
\Vi1lia1n ,v. Robinson, Newton . • • • • • • • • 
Charles A. Belcher, 1 Newton . . • . • • • • • 

1 Deceased. 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
,.: 

" 
.c 

" 

A. 
A. 
A. 
B. 
B. 
B. 
B. 
B. 
B. 
B . 
B. 
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\Villiam H. Bclcher,1 Newton . . . . . · Con1pany B. 
Jacob H. Lo111bard,1 Boston . . . 
Zenas T. Haines, Strong, l\tlaine . . . . . 
Edward \V. Crane, Boston . . . . . 
Charles C. Ewer, 1 Boston . . . . . . . . . . . 
Franklin D. l\Iagoun, Ca1nbriclge . . . . . . . . . 
Francis C. Hopkinson, 1 Can1bridge . . . . . . . . 
San1uel 1Ioore, 1 \Vaylancl . . . . . . . . . . 
Thon1as l\IcCarty, \Vest Roxbury ·. . . . . . . 
Hezekiah N. Brown,1 \Vayland. . . . . . . . 
Rufus C. Bruce, Fra1uingham . . . . . . . 
Christopher Riley, Framinghaiu . . . . . . . . . 
Nathaniel J. Foster, Kingston • . . . . . . . . . 
Lawrence Rhoades, Boston . . . . . . . . . . . 
Samuel H. Corlis, \Veston . . . . . . . . . 
\Villia1n A. Jessop, \Vayland . . . . . . . 
,rVilliam \V. \Vild, Leon1inster . . . . . . . . ,v alter Bailey, N eeclham·. . . . . . . . . . . . 
Albert Fisher, \Valpole . . . . . . . . . . . 
\Villiam P. Sanderson, \Vest Roxbury . . . • . 
Jan1es S. Gilmore, \Valpole . . . . . . . . . . 
James A. !vlickel, 1 Charlestown . . . . . . . . 

1 Deceased. 

" C. 

" D. 
" D. 
" D. 
" E. 

" F. 
" G. 

" G. 
" G. 
" H· 
" H. 
" I. 

" I. 

" I. 

" K. 
" K. 
" K. 
" K. 
" K. 
" I(. 

" K. 
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CHAPTER XI\r. 

PERSONNEL. 

I 

HE Forty-fourth R.egiment pre
sented the usual entertaining 
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variety in its ranks as to age, 
position, and occupation. The 
average age, on recruiting, 
,vas t,venty-two years seven 
months; Company E being 
the youngest, ,vith an aver
age of t,venty-one years five 
months; Con1pany B, the 
most venerable, with an aver
age of t,venty-four years seven 
months. Looking at occupa

tions, in Company C, seventy-nine out of one hundred ,vere 
mercantile clerks; in Companies D, G, and E, the clerks ,vere 
in a great majority; in Company B, there ,vas an equal number 
of clerks and of laborers ( t,venty each) ; in Company F, there 
,vere t,venty-two Harvard College students. In the entire regi
ment there were four hundred and fifty clerks, one hundred and 
eight farmers, seventy-five college students. Forty-five occupa
tions in all ,vcrc represented in the regiment, including carpen
ters, merchants, hotel-keepers, blacksn1iths, musicians, barbers, 
lawyers, astronomers, and cooks. There ,vas the same number 
of civil engineers and of butchers (seven) ; the same number of 
editors and of bakers (hvo); the same number of musicians and 
of upholsterers (three) ; nearly the same number of artists ( eigh
teen) and of shoemakers (sixteen); precisely the same number 
of clergymen and of coachmen (three). 

The individuality of character ,vas even more marked than the 
variety of callings, and could be fully appreciated only by those 
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whose good fortune it ,vas to spend 01011th after month in such 
bright, an1using, and sti111ulating companionship. '"fhe quality 
of these con1mon soldiers and their officers ( for there ,vas little 
difference, in this respect, between officers and n1en) can best 
be j udgcd from the character of those ,vhom ,vc lost; and it is to 
these, in our ren1iniscences of the past, that our thoughts first 
turn. In the statistical tables ,vhich follo,v ,vill be found the 
exact record of our losses; l~t 1ne give here such brief allusions 
to the individuals themselves as I have been able to gather. If 
of the living ,ve cannot say all that ,vc could ,vish, of the dead 
,ve are privileged to speak unreservedly. 

Of those ,vho died during the can1paign no loss ,vas more 
keenly felt by both officers and men than that of Surgeon Robert 
'vVare. Of all the memories that come back to us f ro1n those 
troubled months, none is more beautiful than that of this pure
souled, refined, high-minded officer, going his rounds of labor 
,vith tireless devotion and ,vinning the respect and admira
tion of all for his noble conception of a soldier's duty. Dr. 
Ware had graduated at Harvard College in I 853, and from 
the Harvard l\iedical School in 1856, and was in rapidly rising 
practice in Boston at the outbreak of the ,var. His first ser
vice ,vas in connection ,vith the Sanitary Commission, ,vhich he 
joined as inspector in I 861, acting in that capacity during the 
disastrous and soul-trying scenes of the Peninsular Campaign. 
No officer in the anny ,vas more keenly alive than he to 

- - - - -

official shortcomings and abuses, or more outspoken, at proper 
times and places, in denouncing them; yet none showed readier 
resources or quicker ,vit in improvising means for meeting· the 
terrible exigencies of that campaign, or in making the hospital 
provision for half a dozen patients serve the needs of a hundred. 
His unsleeping attention to the ,vounded, as they came pouring 
in from the field to the transports, and his chcerf ul, indefatigable 
toil in the hospital, by the am bu lance, and at the boat, profoundly 
impressed his co-laborers in the Sanitary Commission, and called 
out the most touching testin1onials of gratitude and appreciation.1 

1 See the sketch entitled "The United States Sanitary Commission," prepared for 
the Boston Fair, December, 1863, page S9; also the little book called "Hospital 
Trans ports." 
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r\s a regimental surgeon, Dr. vVare possessed qualities rarely 
united in one man; having tender syn1pathies and the finest 
delicacy of feeling, yet exacting of the men the strictest observ
ance of sanitary regulations, and pitilessly exposing all their 
sha1ns. Though resenting his severity at first, the soldiers found 
at once that it ,vas only the impostors who had anything to 
dread, and soon learned to trust his skill, to app.reciate his fidel
ity, and to recognize the dignity and unselfish purity of his char
acter. His last illness ,vas brought on, during the siege of" Little" 
vVashington, by the unusual labors required of him among the 
negroes, as well as in his 
gave himself unsparingly. 
tieth year. 

own regiment, to ,vhich, as usual, he 
He died, April IO, I 863, in his thir-

Major Charles vV. Dabney, ,vho came of the family so _long 
and so honorably kno,vn in connection ,vith the American con
sulship at Fayal, graduated at Harvard College in I 844, and ,vas 
engaged in active business in Boston ,vhen the call for nine 1nonths' 
troops ,vas 1nade. No one ,vas more active or eager than he in 
organizing the regi1nent, and no officer served more efficiently 
than he through all our can1paigns. He retired to civil life at 
the close of our service, carrying ,vith him the deep affection of 

I 

his army comrades, to add to the esteen1 and confidence he had 
already ,von and ,vas still to win from his business associates and 
friends. Indeed, he ,vas a man from whom entire trust and affec
tion could not be ,vithheld. The rare combination of the finer_ 
and manlier qualities in his nature ,vas irresistibly engaging. Im
pressing every one at first by the exquisite and almost feminine 
gentleness of his bearing, he ~oon disclosed himself as one to 
look to in e1nergencies ,vhere only courage and endurance tell. 
He seemed as noteworthy for toughness of moral fibre as for 
delicacy. The stories told of his coolness and pluck in critical 
hours ,vere innumerable. His_ ,vas the great privilege through 
life of surrounding himself ,vith appreciative friends. The sad 
ne,vs of his death in England, seven years after he left the army, 
called out charming tributes, full of genuine feeling, from every 
hand. From a very striking notice in the " Boston Advertiser" 
of Jan. I 7, I 8 7 I, ,vritten by one ,vho knew him ,vell, I take these 
brief extracts: -

17 
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" \Vhile all the parts of his character fitted well together, his scale was 
large, and he was full of strength and hearty vigor, ... the most trustworthy 
of 111en, in whose hands you would place all that you possess, fro1n fortune 
to reputation. The n1ost syn1pathetic in joy or sorrow, the n1ost faithful 
in the perforn1ance of duties; a very rare 111an, and yet so natural as to be 
a co1nplitnent to his race .... His life was, for the n1ost part, a fortunate 
and happy one. He an1assed a large fortune of respect and affection, 
which he invested securely in the men1ories of 1nany friends." · 

Major Dabney's physical constitution ,vas very vigorous, and 
he resisted the influences of climate and exposure to which so 
many of his comrades succun1bed; but he ,vas never quite ,ve11 
after the ,var, and the great excitement and exhaustion caused 
by the burning of his house and his efforts to save it, in I 867, 
made him soon afterwards an easy victim to the disease ,vhich 
attacked him. He died of pneumonia, in lVIalvern, England, 
Dec. 22, I 870, in his forty-eighth year. Funeral services ,vere 

held in the Church of the Disciples, Boston, Jan. 17, 1871. 
Adjutant \Vallace Hinckley, the youngest and gayest of our 

military household at headquarters, ,vhom ,ve ren1en1ber for the 
buoyancy and evident enjoyment with ,vhich he thrc,v himself 
into the soldier's ,vork, received his education and training in. 
the Highland Military Academy of Worcester, Mass. .A.fter serv
ing the Forty-fourth Regiment ,vith admirable efficiency dur
ing its earlier experiences, and endearing himself to his con1-
panions by, his an1iable and happy traits, he left us to become 
adjutant of the Second l\.fassachusetts Heavy Artillery, in ,vhich 
capacity he made for himself an honorable record through
out the ,var. He died of malarial fever, in Beaufort, N.. C., 

Sept. 4, 1865.1 

Quartermaster Francis Bush, Jr., ,vas a most faithful and dili
gent officer in a very harassing branch of military service, and 
secured the hearty good-,vill of his comrades by his frank and 
obliging ,vays. He returned to civil life after the disbanding of 
our regiment, and became eventually the sole member of the old 
and well-kno,vn firm of Bent & Bush, in Boston. A fe,v years 
after resuming his business cares his health began to fail him, 
and in the su111mcr of 1874 his friends were startled by his sudden 

1 For fuller notice of Adjutant Hinckley, see chap. xv. 
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death. The notices of his death bore testimony to the regard 
in which he ,vas held by the community both as a merchant and 
as a friend. " Both in social and in business circles," says one of 
these tributes, " he ,vas respected and loved as only the noblest 
men and 1nost honorable merchants can hope to be; and the 

· mcn1ory ,vhich he leaves behind is of that precious kind which 
requires no effort to keep green." He died of heart-disease, at 
the Isles of Shoals, .A.ug. 16, 1874. 

Of those ,vho ,vcre killed in battle or died of their ,vounds, 
during our service, I have been able to gather only the follo,v
ing facts: -

Charles Morse of Company E, ,vho was killed in our first 
skirmish at Rawle's l\1ill, enlisted from Framingham at the age 
of nineteen, and had been a driver in the employ of the Adams 
Express Company. I-Ie was killed instantly, Sunday evening, 
Nov. 2, 1872, and ,vas buried, ,vith Charles E. Rollins of 
Company C, in a grave close by the little building used that 
evening as a hospital.1 

Sergeant Ambrose Stacy Courtis of Company C, a graduate of 
the Cambridge High School, ,vas in a counting-room in Boston at 
the time of his enlistment. His period of service, short though 
it ,vas, seems to have been long enough to inspire his com ... 
rades ,vith admiration of his cheerfulness under hardships, his 
consideration for others, and his gentlemanly traits of charac
ter. His appointment as sergeant gave the greatest satisfaction 
to the company, and his death ,vas a sad event among compan
ions who had learned in a fe,v ,veeks' campaign to love .and trust 
him. He ,vas killed instantly in the battle of Whitehall, Dec. 16, 
I 862, in his nventy-first year. 

Albert L. Butler of Company A was clerk of the Cambridge 
Police Court at the time of enlistment, and ,vent into the war, 
like so many others, to insure the freedom of the slave. His 
motives seem to have been of the highest and purest, and his 
conduct as a soldier ,von the hearty approval of his officers. 

1 A letter from the superintendent of the soldiers' cemetery at New Berne, dated 
May 25, 1885, reports that the bodies of Rollins and Morse were disinterred last 
year, and found in such state of preservation that it was easy to identify them. 
They arc now buried in the cemetery and their graves numbered. 
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" Your son ,vas brave," ,vrotc Captain Richardson to the be
reaved n1othcr, " and did his duty nobly fighting for his coun
try." His con1rades, too, bore witness· to his caltnness under fire 
and the fortitude ,vith ,vhich he endured his sufferings. He was 
,voundcd at vVhitehall, and died in the an1bulancc ,vhich ,vas 
carrying him from the field. He died in his thirty-first year.1 

David Kimball Hobart of Con1pany G ,vas born in Boston in 
IS 3 5, and graduated fro1n the Boston High School at sixteen, to 
enter on a business career. At the age of hvcnty-two he estab
lished hi1nself as a merchant in lVIcGrcgor, Io,va, ,vhere he be
can1e mayor of the city, but had returned to Boston just before 
the war. Preferring the position of private ,vith his companions 
in the Forty-fourth to a commission elsewhere, he _had become 
orderly sergeant of his con1pany at the time of his last engage
ment. He was \\rounded in a skirmish at " Little" Washington, 
lVIarch 30, I 863, and ,vith two other \\'ounded men fell into the 
hands of the enemy, and \\'as taken first to the Confederate hos
pital at Greenville, then to . that at \\Tilson, N. C. \Vhatever may 
have been the experiences of the Union prisoners elsewhere, 
nothing could have exceeded the kindness or skilful medical 
attention received by I--Iobart at both these hospitals. He had 
the gentlest of nursing, the best of care from the surgeons, fre
quent visits from ministe~s, and daily gifts of flowers fron1 the 
,vomen of the neighborhood. He had been shot through the 
lungs; . but .the. native vigor of his constitution, aided by such 
devoted ministrations, prolonged his life for many days. He 
died April I 4, I 863, in his t\venty-eighth year, and ,vas honorably 
buried in the hospital cemetery at \Vilson.2 

The Surgeon's Report, in another chapter, gives the sad list of 
the brave, uncomplaining men ,vho ,vere not permitted to fall in 
battle, but died in the regimental or general hospital at N·e,v 
Berne. No ,vords that ,ve can ,vritc to-day can do justice to the 
patient and heroic suffering witnessed by those ,vho visited our 
soldiers in those trying hours. A soldier's death in the hospital 

1 An interesting incident connected with the death of George E. Noyes of Com• 
pany K, who was also wounded at ,vhitehall, will be found in the chapter contributed 
by the surgeon: 

2 See "Conditions of Peace : " a discourse delivered in the \Vest Church (Boston), 
in memory of David K. Hobart, June 14, 1863, by C. A. Bartol. 
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is always sadder than death upon the field; and although in our 
case the trials of sickness ,vcre reduced to a minimutn by the 
excellence of the n1edical arrange1ncnts and the skill and devo
tion of the surgeons, many touching men1ories come back to us 
as ,ve recall this portion of our experiences. I can only allud~ 
to the two or three cases about which I have been able to get 
special information. 

Ezra N. Fuller, of Needham, Co1npany A, left Tufts College to 
enter the Forty-fourth Regirnent, served faithfully through all 
our marches and engagements, and died at the age of nineteen, 
in Stanley I-Iospital, Feb. 2 I, I 863, - the year in which he would 
othenvise have graduated from college. His remains ,vere sent 
hon1e to Necdhan1, ,vhere the burial took place l\riarch 12, 1863. 
His classmates, together ,vith the president and faculty of the 
college, were present at the funeral. Of this sa1ne co1npany, 
lvlatthe,v I---Io,vard will be remembered as a tall Irishman of six 
feet four inches, and of great strength. He ,vas left behind in 
Stanley Hospital, ,vith seven or eight others, and died at about 
twenty-two years of age, ,vithin a ,veek after his comrades ,vere 
mustered out of service. 

F e,v deaths in the regiment caused more sorro,v than that of 
Francis C. I-Iopkinson of Company F. 1--Iopkinson graduated 
from Harvard College in I 8 59, after a brilliant course of study 
both in college and at the Boston Latin School, took prominent 
part as a young orator in the political can1paign ,vhich resulted 
in Lincoln's election, and had just finished his course in the Har
vard La,v School when the call for nine 1nonths' troops ,vas 
made. Entering the Forty-fourth Regiment with many of his 
college companions, he brought the same qualities \Vhich had 
signalized hin1 among his fello,vs in school and college into the 
new experiences of camp life. Among many tributes to his 
men1ory from his arn1y comrades, these ,vords show the marked 
esteem in ,vhich he ,vas held, under circumstances ,vhere only 
manly qualities can ,vin esteem: "vVe shall remen1ber him as a 
leader among us, always recognized as such. for his ackno,vledged 
talents, even though he ,vas only a private. \Ve shall delight to 
reme1nber him as a true, fearless, resolute, patient soldier, setting 
an example of fidelity, bravery, and unyielding pluck. None will 
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forget his generosity, and the many ways he devised to keep up 
the 1Jloralc as well as a1nusc the co1npany." I-Ie died of typhoid 
fever, in Stanley I--Iospital, Feb. I 3, I 863, in his twenty-fifth year. 1 

Turning to those ,vho died in the service after having re
enlisted in other regiments, we think first of all, naturally, of 
the brave officers of the lVIassachusctts Fifty-fourth, as the first 
raising of ncgro regiments concerned our regi111cnt so closely. 
\Vhilc in camp at N cw Berne· an official con1n1unication fron1 
Governor Andre,v, dated Feb. I 8, I 863, ,vas received by Colonel 
Lee, saying, "\ Ve arc raising a black regi1nent, the Fifty-fourth, 
under Colonel Robert G. Shaw, and ,vant tl,c ·vc1y best officers. 
If you can recommend the following officers, I shall be obliged 
by your finding s0111e n1eans to send thcn1 up promptly, on 
leave or otherwise." A lieutenant and t,vo sergeants of the 
Forty-fourth are mentioned for this service, and the letter adds: 
"vVe consider it a great con1plin1ent to off er a comn1ission in 
this regiment, and do not ,vish you to make the offer unless it 
is likely to be accepted. We mean to 1nake it a model regi
ment." Colonel Lee responded promptly to this appeal, sending 
the officers asked for, and recommending several others for the 
same service. In a postscript to fais letter to Governor Andrc\v, 
.under date of Feb. 27, 1863, he says: "I believe the regiment 
is a n1ine of military \Vealth to the State; and if my belief is 
correct, the object ,vhich its officers have ahvays had in vie,v 
and labored to acco1nplish is attained, and they may ,vcll thank 
you for the privilege they have enjoyed in being instrumental 
in such a result." · 

The first instalment of officers ,vas soon follo,ved by others, at 
the special request of Colonel Sha,v. In one of several letters 
,vritten on this subject, Colonel Shaw says (April 8, 1863): '' If 
you send me such officers in future as those who have already 
come from your regiment, there is no doubt of my having a ,veil
drilled and ,vell-disciplined regin1ent. They arc all excellent offi
cers, and -- is one of the most efficient of men." 

The result of this then novel and doubtful experiment more 
than realized, as is ,vell kno,vn, Governor Andre,v's enthusiastic 
expectation; and it is a great pleasure to remember the important 

1 See Harvard ~1emorial Biographies, vol. ii. p. 21. 



PERSONNEL. 263 

contributions made by the Forty-fourth to the equipment of these 
first colored regiments recruited under State authority. In the 
Fifty-fourth and Fifty-fifth lviassachusetts, as the tabular state
ments will show, ,vere eventually one colonel, one licutcnant
colonel, twelve captains, and seven lieutenants from the Forty
fourth.1 One of these ,vas brevetted brigadier-general for gallant 
service at the battle of Honey J-Iill, S. C., ,vhere he ,vas severely 
,voundcd and su pposccl at the tin1c to have been killed. A cor
respondent of a Southern paper (" Savannah R.cpublican," Dec. 3, 
1864-), in an account of this disastrous engagc1nent, says: "\Ve 
made a visit to the field the day following, and found the swamp 
and road literally strewn ,vith the dead. Some eight or ten 
bodies ,vere floating in the ,vater where the road crosses, and in 
a ditch on the roadside just beyond ,ve saw six negroes piled one 
on top of the other. i\ colonel 2 of one of the negro rcgin1cnts, 
with his horse, ,vas killed ,vhile fearlessly leading his men across 
the creek .. in a charge." 

In the assault upon Fort vVagner of July 18, 1863, the Fifty
fourth l\tiassachusetts led the column, and lost, besides its heroic 
colcrrel, hvo of the young men, ;Russel and Si1npkins, ,vho had 
so recently been sent thcn1 fron1 the ranks of the Forty-fourth. 
Cabot ]. Russel entered Harvard College with the class ,vhich 
graduated in 1865, and ,vas accompanying a scientific party in a 
trip over the \Vestern prairies, ,vhen the seven days' battle before 
Richmond inspired hin1 ,vith a desire to enter the army, ,vhere 
some of his friends had already fallen. He enlisted as a private 
in the Forty-fourth Regiment, and had become sergeant of Con1-
pany F, ,vhen the request for officers came from Governor 
Andrc,v. Sergeant Russel ,vas one of the first three recom
mended by Colonel Lee for this service, and received his com
mission as first lieutenant of the Fifty-fourth 1\1.'assachusetts, 
March 23, I 863. l\'Iay I I he became captain. In both regiments 
he sho,ved hitnself an admirable soldier, and dre,v his co1nradcs 
and officers to hi1n by his frank and engaging personal qualities. 
In the Fifty-fourth he rendered excellent service in drilling the 

1 The ranks here given arc those finally reached. 
2 This colonel was Captain ,vmiam D. Crane, aid to Colonel Hartwc11, and 

formerly a private in Company D of the Forty-fourth. 
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ne,v recruits, and his con1pany became noted• for its thorough 
discipline. He gave hin1sclf \\'ith the utn1ost fidelity to his ,vork, 
being anxious only that his black soldiers should do the1nselvcs 
credit and justify by their behavior the expcri1ncnt ,vhich the 
Government ,vas n1aking. I-Ie was with then1 just long enough 
to sec them tried in one severe engagement where, out of seventy 

. 1ncn, forty-five ,vere lost, and ,vhere he ,vas fully satisfied by their 
soldierly conduct. I-le ,vrotc to his father in the last letter re-

. ceived from hin1, " lVIy men did nobly." Their young com

mander also did nobly, according to the testin1ony of his brother 
officers, one of ,vho1n ,vrotc afterwards that " Captain Russel 
took part in the sharp skirmish on James Island, July 16, ,vhere 
his company bore the brunt of the battle, and he sho,vcd dis
tinguished ability and courage." Two days after this, in the fatal 
assault on Fort vVagncr, ,vhen again his company held the most 
dangerous post, he displayed the san1e coolriess_ and gallantry, 
and fell at the head of the assaulting colun1n and was left upon 
the field. It ,vas learned aftenvards that the officers and sol
diers of the negro regiments were buried together by the Con
federates in a con1n1on trench.1 " No stone need mark the place 
where his bones moulder," says his biographer, "for future 
generations ,vill reverently point to the holy ground ,vherc the 
colonel and t,vo captains of the Fifty-fourth l\iassachusetts ,vere 
buried ,vith their soldiers." 2 

The other _captain ,vas 'vV. H. Simpkins, an intimate friend of 
R.ussel's in both regiments, ,vho ,vas killed ,vhile in the act of 

ministering to his comrade in his dying moments. Simpkins, 
Russel, and Sergeant G. \V. James formed a little group of kin
dred spirits in Company F of the Forty-fourth Regiment, ,vho had 

talked over together the question of employing colored troops 
long before the experiment ,vas first tried, and all of ,vhom ,vere 
ready to engage in the ,vork as soon as officers ,vere called for. 
''fhey all ,von for themselves an enviable . record during their 
brief service; hvo of them ,vere killed together at Fort vVagner, 
,vhile James, the adjutant of the regiment, ,vas severely ,vounded 
in the same battle, and has since died. 

1 See Harvard l\fcmorial Biographies, vol. ii. p. 2u. 
2 Sec Ibid., p. 491. 
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In regard to those killed in other regiments than the Fifty
fourth, the f ollo,ving facts have been obtained: -
. A. \V~ Bussell, Company I(, re-enlisted in the lVIassachusetts 

Fifty-eighth, and ,vas killed at Petersburg, Va. vV. D. Crane, 
Company D, a member of the class of I 863, Harvard College, 
re-enlisted June 7, 1863, in the newly recruited colored regin1cnt 
( lviassachusetts Fifty-fifth), ,vas commissioned first lieutenant and 
im1nediately afterwards captain, served ,vith conspicuous gal
lantry in the South Carolina campaign, and was killed at Honey 
Hill, S. C., ,vhile acting as aid and chief of staff to Colonel A. S. 
Hart,vell. He died Nov. 30, 1864, ,vhen just entering his twenty
fifth year.1 Ed,vard L. Stevens, Company E, member also of the 
class of I 8_63, I-Iarvard College, ,vas con1missioned second lieu
tenant of the Massachusetts Fifty-fourth, Jan. 3 1, I 864, and first 
lieutenant, Dec. 16, 1864, and was killed in the front of battle at 
Boykin's lVIills, S. C., April I 8, 1865, in his twenty-third year. 
He is supposed to have been the last Union officer killed in the 
,var.2 Corporal Samuel Storro,v, Con1pany H, member of the 
class of 1864, Harvard _College, was com1nissioned first lieutenant 
in the Massachusetts Second, Sept 22, 1864, and died lVIarch 16, 
1865, in his twenty-second year, of ,vounds received near Fayette
ville, N. C., while acting as aid to Brigadier-G·eneral Cogswell. In 
a letter to Lieutenant Storro,v's father, General Cogswell says: 

"l\1y brigade had been engaged with the enen1y nearly all day, and at 
about four o'clock P. l\r. ~Ir. Storrow was wounded while carrying an order 
to the left of the brigade, and died in about fifteen or twenty n1inutes 
afterwards. He was not insensible when first wounded, and he had the 
coolness and self-possession to send word to me that he was wounded, 
that he had carried out my instructions, and also sent me the information 
that I had wished for ... .- Allow me to clai1n in part this loss as 1ny 
own, for neither in my old regiment nor in my present co1nmand can 
I replace him." 3 

Stephen H. Parker, Company I, became sergeant of the Massa
chu~etts Fifty-ninth, and died of ,vounds received in battle in 
I 864. Benjamin P. Chandler, Company I, died of disease in 
Florida. James lVI. Foss, Company I, also l;>ecame sergeant of 

1 Sec Harvard l\f cmorial Biographies, vol. ii. p. 393. 
2 Sec Ibid., p. 410. 3 See Ibid., p. 473. 
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the l\Iassachusetts Fifty-ninth, and died of disease. Charles 
\Vood, Cornpany G, became scrgcant-111ajor of the l\1Iassachusctts 
Fifty-sixth, and died of disease. Clifton H. Vose, Con1pany D, 
beca111c sergeant of the l\1assachusetts Fifty-eighth, and died in 
prison in South Carolina, Oct. 28, I 864. Lowell E. Hartshorn, 
Company 1(, re-enlisted in the l\Iassachusctts Fifty-eighth, and· 
died in Andersonville Prison Dec. I 7, I 864. vValter L. l~ay
mond, Con1pany G, re-enlisted • in the First l\1assachusetts Cav
alry, and died in· prison in Salisbury, N. C., Dec. 2 5, r 864. 
Albert W. Townsend, Con1pany G, re-enlisted in a New York 
regin1ent, and died in prison in Florence, S. C. 

The full list of officers and n1en, so far as kno,vn, ,vho re
enlisted in other regiments, ,vill be found in the " R.ostcr." 

It is hard -to part from these pleasant con1panions. To go 
over this list of the departed, and recall the still fuller list of their 
comrades ,vho have survived them, is to live over again the 
delightful nine months' intercourse ,vhich for so many of us con
stitutes one of the happiest men1ories of our lives. No pastor 
could ask for a n1ore interesting, intelligent, or ,vidc-a,vake parish 
than the ranks of the Forty-fourth Regiment afforded for quite 
too brief a pastorate. The vicissitudes of campaigning ,vere apt 
to make short ,vork, it is true, of the usual ministerial functions; 
but only to substitut~ other and more personal relations of quite 
as engrossing a kind. I am not alone in counting that close com
panionship_ with such a buoyant, eager, high-minded, and high
hearted body of youths one of the kindest strokes of good 
fortune that could have befallen me. Even nine 1nonths of armv 

~ 

life, in barracks, -on provost-guard, and in the field, test the real 
quality of officers and soldiers; and it ,vas gratifying to all 
connected ,vith the Forty-fourth to see ho,v ,vell they bore the 
trial both of action and of idleness. I cannot aver that there 
was no complaining in can1p or on the march, or no criticism 
of n1ilitary plans or 1nilitary management. \Vith such acute ob
servers in the ranks, no official blundering· or incon1petence ,vas 
likely to pass unnoticed; and the tediun1 of inaction or ,veari
ness of the tramp. \\·as not unlikely to be relieved by frank 
and pungent comments ,vhich showed an alarn1ing amount of 
thinking. This is. not the ideal com position of an army, perhaps; 



PERSONNEL. 

and the question often arose among us as to the relative efficiency 
of regi1nents endowed with brains throughout and those which 
carried only muscle and sinew in their ranks. Yet in our case the 
gnunbling ,vas of a very innocent kind, and evc1i colonels and 
major-generals were known to sn1ile at the good-natured satire and 
badinage which anticipated Gilbert and Sullivan, and found an 
excellent safety-valve in comic opera. T'hc spirit of insubordina
~ion never found entrance into the I~""orty-f ourth. Their sol
dierly recognition of authority and suh1nission to the strictest 
discipline ,verc as marked as the light-heartedness ,vhich ,vould 
have served them in far sterner tasks than any to ,vhich they 
,vere called. General Foster is quoted as saying of this regi
rnent, ,vhile on its first expedition, that " they were the gayest 
of all the troops, and greeted hi111 ,vith cheers ,vhenever he came 
in sight." 1 Brigadier-General Wessells, one of the toughest of 
regular arn1y officers, ,vhose order on taking leave of the Forty
fourth ,vill be found in another chapter, offered unequivocal tes
timony to the discipline and good conduct of this portion of his 
com1nand. ..Li\ later communication from this san1e officer, dated 
May 29, I 876, in answer to an i~1vitation to a company reunion, 
says: . " I ,vell remember that glorious regiment when I had the 
honor to call it a part of my command, and its fine appearance 
in line; and it is pleasant to trace the footsteps of those ,vho did 
such good service to the regi1nent and to tf1eir native State." 

In the quiet hours in barracks at N e,v Berne, on picket, or on 
provost duty in the city, the companies maintained a good be
havior, and heartily seconded, for the most part, the strict pre
cepts and example of the regimental headquarters in the matter 
of temperance. The chaplain can testify that in these peaceful 
interludes the a111ple regimental library ,vas generously patron
ized, and that at all times the n1ail-bags, going and con1ing, 
,vere portentously full. The list of details from the regiment for 
detached service at department or brigade headquarters, cover
ing the most varied occupations, from the taking of a census 
of the black population of N e,v Berne, or the drafting of topo
graphical plans, to nursing at the general hospi_ta), sho,vs some
thing of the varied talent of ,vhich the regiment was cotnposcd. 

l Headley's " l\lassachusctts in the Rebellion," p. 416. 
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The great number of officers, as already sho,vn, ,vhich it supplied 
to other regiments, with their honorable record of service, testi
fies to its soldierly quality and ad1nirable discipline. 

The ,visdom of calling out troops for nine months' service, 
subjecting then1 to army discipline, and bringing them to a fine 
state of efficiency only to scatter them to their homes again, or 
of placing side by side ,vith veteran troops, enlisted for the ,var, 
these creations of a sumn1cr day, tnay ,vell be questioned, and 
,vas no,vhere more seriously debated, I an1 sure, than among the 
nine months' troops themselves. But ,vhatever our opinion on 
this point, it must be remen1bered that to enlist for nine months, 
at that juncture, seemed to be enlisting for the ,var; and that the 
call ,vas issued on the distinct understanding that such large and 
iinmediate additions to the army ,vould certainly hasten the 
desired end. -\Vhen the Forty-fourth ,vas organized, no bounties 
had been offered or were thought of; and its recruits ,vent into 
the ranks ,vith just as serious a purpose, and with quite as full 
expectation of active and constant service, as any before or after 
them. They had no kno,vledge ,vhere they should be sent, and 
no thought or choice about it, but assumed, as a matter. of 
course, that they ·would be placed ,vhere the need ,vas greatest 
and the peril most in1minent. Any disappointment or chagrin 
that they felt ,vas rather in consequence of the unimportance of 
the service required of them than because of its hardships or dan
gers. The folly of the measure itself, if folly it was, is not to be· 
visited upon those· ,vho responded in ·perfect good faith, and with 
absolute loyalty, to the nation's eager appeal for aid. Certainly 
during that year of the ,var no difference ,vas kno,vn, in the duties 
imposed, the discipline exacted, or the ,vork required, bebveen 
the regiments of the longest and those of the shortest terms. 

It is pleasant, after so many years have passed, to bear this tes
timony to one at least of these nine months' regin1ents. \iVithout 
instituting any comparison ,vith other organizations, or claiming 
the slightest superiority for my o,vn, I ,vish only to off er this 
tribute to the fidelity, the loyalty, the high spirit, and pure aims, 
of the soldiers of the ~lassachusetts Forty-fourth. 



CHAPTER XV. 

SUBSEQUENT SERVICE. 

T is generally considered that the en
listment of troops for short terms 
was a mistaken policy. They ,vere 
hardly perfected in drill and disci
pline, and inured to the hardships of 
army life, before they ,vere dis
charged, and their places in · the 
field ,vere filled by ra,v troops, ,vho 
had to go through the same ex
perience to fit them for efficient . 
service. 

But although the short
term regiments did not re
main in the field as organiza
tions, very many of their men 
returned to the army in other 

regiments, and through these veterans the nine months' troops 
contributed most permanently to the efficiency and strength. of 

. 
our armies. 

1'he follo,ving roll sho,vs ho,v many Forty-fourth n1en re
enlisted, and presents the honorable record of their subsequent 
service. In this record their first regiment can take a pardonable 
pride, as the number of commissioned officers in the list, and the 
evidence of fidelity and bravery shown in the casualties in action, 
speak ,vell for the school in ,vhich these_ veterans received their 
soldierly -education. 

Although instances of re-enlistn1ent may have escaped the 
notice of the compiler, it is believed that this list comprises 
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nearly all who went back into the service in any capacity. To 
su1n111anzc: -

Total nun1ber re-enlisted [ with rank as follows] . . 
Colonel and Brevet Brigadier-General • • . . • 
Lieutenant-Colonel . . . . . . . . . . 
lVIajors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Captains . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
First Lieutenants . . . . . . . . . . 
Second Lieutenants . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Assistant Surgeons . . . • 
Non-con1missioned Officers 

. . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . 

Privates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Ensign U. s~ Navy . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Assistant Paymasters U. S. Navy . . . . . . . 
Assistant Engineer U. S. Navy . . . . . . . . 
Master-at-Arms U. S. Navy • . . . . . . . . 
Mate U. S. Navy . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Captain's Clerk U. S. Navy . . . . . . . . . 

Casualties. 

Killed in action or died of wounds . . . 
\Vounded • • . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . 

. . . . 

1 73 
I 

I 

2 

24 
25 
15 

3 
48 
46 

I 

2 

2 

I 

I 

I 

9 
16 

Died prisoners of war . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
Died fron1 disease • . . . . . . . . . . • 1 

Discharged for disability . . . . . . . . . . 2 

31 

STAFF. 

HINCKLEY, \VALLACE, First Lieutenant and Ad_jutant. \Vas discharged 
May 29, 1863, and commissioned First Lieutenant and Adjutant 
2d Mass. Heavy Artillery, and served with his regiment until June 8, 
1865, at Fort l\1~con, N. C. After he was mustered out he remained 
on the island for some time settling his accounts, and in the early 
part of August was seized with typhoid fever, and died Sept. 4, 1865. 

His death was very sudden, as he had been pronounced convalescent 
by the physicians and was supposed to be on the road to recovery. 
His body is buried in the old ce1netery at Hingham, l\,f ass. 

The following, written by one of his school friends, is so appre
ciative that it is inserted here. 

" Six months at a military school made him a proficient in the manual 
of drill; and when the loyal drums heat to arms in 1861, he offered his 
services in instructing the raw levies which the city of Lowen had then 
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gut together. The renown subsequently won by the company which 
he drilled will always cast a reflex lustre on the memory of its gallant 
young tutor. Returning to his studies, it was not long before he was 
called upon to draw his sword in good earnest. The great heart of 
l\t!assachusetts was thrilled by a prayer from the Government for help; 
and foremost among the choicest youth of the Commonwealth who, 

' Stepping like Homer at the trumpet's call,' 

crowded under the banners of the famous Forty-fourth, was young 
Hinckley. Scarcely eighteen, he was at once appointed Adjutant. Ar
dently loving the profession of arms, he was now in his element. His 
exact and thorough knowledge of his duties, his intense devotion to his 
work, and moreover his handsome person contributed to make him the 
most bri11iant officer of that brilliant regiment. ... 

" His life was short, but in twenty years he accomplished as much as 
most men in fifty. We may regret that the brilliant promise of his youth 
was prevented by death from the fulfilment of a glorious manhood; but 
the lofty words of one of the prophets of the Elizabethan age, rolling to 
our ears from the past like the thunder-peal of an organ, proclaims that 
''tis immortality to die aspiring.' ,, 

NON-COMMISSIONED STAFF. 

GIFFORD, FREDERIC S. Q1tarter111aster Sergea11t. Previous service, Q. M. 
Scrgt. 3d lvlass. Vol. l\filitia, from April 23 to July 22, 1861. Second 
Lieutenant 6th Unattached Company Mass. Heavy Artillery. First 
Lieutenant 3d 1Yiass. Heavy Artillery, July 11, 1864. Resigned April 
20, 1865. 

COMPANY A. 

BARKER, EBEN FRANCIS. Corporal. First Lieutenant 75th U. S. C. T., 
December, 1863; Captain, January, 1865; discharged November, 
1865, on expiration of service. 

BELLOWS, HENRY HunsoN. Private. Private Co. D, Frontier Cavalry, 
Jan. 2, 1865; discharged June 30, 1865, on expiration of service. 

CONANT, JOHN H. Private. First Sergeant 29th Unattached Company 
Heavy Artillery, Sept. 19, 1864. Second Lieutenant 54th Mass. Vols., 
1Yiay r, 1865; First Lieutenant, July 11, 1865; 111ustered out.as Act
ing Adjutant, Aug. 20, 1865, on expiration of service. Died at Cam
bridge, June 16, 1868. 

CRAGI~, GEORGE NATHAN. Private. Corporal Co. A, 5th 1Yfass. Infantry, 
July 25, 1864; discharged Nov. 16, 1864, on expiration of service. 

FULLER, ALBERT. Private. Sergeant Company D, 2d l\1ass. Heavy Artil
lery, Aug. 22, 1863. Discharged - no date given. The record of 
Volunteers shows he was promoted Quartermaster Sergeant ; but his 
naine does not appear ainong the non-commissioned staff. 
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RICHARDSON, JAMES l\1IRICK. Captain. First entered the service as Cap
tain 21st l\1ass. Infantry, Aug. 21, 1861; resigned July 25, 1862; 
was wounded during siege of'" Little" ,vashington while on a scouting 
party, iviarch 30, by two bullets through left arm. Second Lieutenant 
12th u·nattached Company lYiass. Heavy Artillery ( afterwards 3d 
l\1ass. ·· Heavy Artillery), July 16, 1863; Captain, Nov. 16, 1863; 
1\iiajor, Nov. 16, 1864; mustered out Sept. 18, 186 5. Brevetted 
Lieutenant-Colonel U. S. Vols. fron1 March 13, 1865. Died at 
Boston, Oct. 7, 1878. 

\VHIPPLE, ALONZO LYMAN. Private. Private Co. H, 3d Heavy Arti11ery, 
Dec. 4, 1863; discharged September, 1865, on expiration of service. 

COMPANY B. 

BROOKS, GEORGE '\VILLIAM. Private. Private Co. K, 42d l\ilass. In
fantry, July 18, 1864; discharged Nov. I 1, 1864, on expiration of . 
service. 

CLAPP, DAVID C. Private. Sergeant 1st Unattached Company Infantry, 
April 29, 1864; discharged Aug. 1, 1864, on expiration of service. 
Second Lieutenant 8th U. S. C. 1'., March 10, 1865; discharged 
Dec. 9, 1865, on expiration of service. 

DEMOND, ALPHEUS. Private. Corporal Co. F, 60th Infantry lVI. V. M., 
July 20, 1864; discharged Nov. 30, 1864, on ~xpiration of service. 

GILLESPIE, \VILLI~l. Sergeant. Was comn1issioned Second Lieutenant 
2d Maine Cavalry while in the 44th, but served out his original 
enlistment. Remained in the l.VIaine Cavalry "until Confederacy 
busted." 

HARDI!,G, NATHAN FRANCIS. Private. Private 11th lviass. Battery.Jan. 2, 

1864; discharged June 16, 1865, on expiration of service. 
1\1:ANSFIELD, -THEODORE FRANCIS. Private. Private Co. F, 5th Infantry 

M. V. lVI., July 16, 1864; discharged Nov. 16, 1864, on expiration 
of service. 

READ, HENRY FRANKLIN. Private .. Private Co. I, 2d Mass. Cavalry, 
Aug. 20, 1864; discharged May 8, 1865, on expiration of service. 

SOULE, CHARLES CARROLL. Second Lieutenant. First mustered into· 
U. S. service as First Lieutenant· and Adjutant of 4th Battalion of 
Infantry .l\t V. :rvr., l\1ay 25, 1862, but the battalion not being needed, 
was 1nustered out June 1, 1862. Capta.in 55th l\1ass. Infantry, June 
19, 1863; slightly wounded in the ann at the battle of I-Ioney Hill, 
S. C., Nov. 30, 1864. Brevetted l\Iajor, to date from l\1arch 13, 
1865, but declined the brevet; 1nustered out with regitnent, Aug. 
29, 1865. 

TEAGUE, FRANK W. Corporal. Second Lieutenant 78th U. S. C. T., 
Dec. 19, 1863. Discharged Jan. 6, 1866, on expiration of service. 
Died at St. Louis, Aug. 1 7, 1866. 
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Co:\IPA..~Y C. 

BRYANT, ALnERT. Private. Corporal 1st Unattached Company In-
fantry, April 29, 1864; discharged Aug. 1, 1864, on expiration of . 
service. 

CooTEY, PHILIP I. Corporal. Captain Co. F, 5th l\1ass. Infantry, July 
16, 1864; discharged Nov. 16, 1864, on expiration of service. 

CuNNINGHA~r, CHARLES A. First Sergeant. Second Lieutenant 2d Heavy 
Artillery, June 4, 1863; First Lieutenant, April 18, 1864; n1ustered 
out Sept. 19, 1865, on expiration of service. Died at South Boston, 
April 5, 1874. 

DREW, ARTHUR. Private. Private Co. A, 42d Infantry l\f. V. lVI., July 
r4, 1864; discharged Nov. I 1, 1864, on expiration of service. 

HEDGE, \VrLLIA~I. First Lie1ttenant. Declined conunission in 20th 
:rviass. Regin1ent. 

HORTON, ANDREW T. Private. Corporal Co. C, 61st l\1ass. Vols., Sept. 
5, 1864; discharged June 4, 1865, on expiration of service. 

JONES, IRVING. Private. Private in Signal Corps, U. S. A., l\1arch 29, 
1864; discharged Aug. 16, 1865, on expiration of service. 

Jo~ms, SYLVESTER ALLEN. Private. Corporal Co. K, 59th Mass. 
Vols., Aug. 2 r, 1864; discharged June 13, 1865, on expiration of . 
senr1ce. 

l\rioNROE, THEODORE JA:\IES. Private. First Sergeant Co. E, 56th 
l\1ass. Infantry, Jan. 12, 1864; discharged June 25, 1865, on expira
tion of service. Subsequently enlisted as Hospital Steward, 9th 
Corps, U. S. A. ; afterwards appointed Hospita] Steward, U. S. A. ; 
resigned February, 1866. 

1\1:oRSE, G·EORGE Juuus. Private. Corporal Co. F, 5th Mass. Vols., 
July 16, 1864; discharged Nov. 16, 1864, on expiration of service. 

PROC""l'OR, GEORGE. Private. Corporal 1st Unattached Company In
fantry, April 29, 1864; discharged .Aug. 1, 1864, on expiration of 
service. 

RICH:\IOND, ,vn,LIA:\I THO:\IAS. Private. Enlisted in Signal Corps, 
U. S. A., and served until close of war. 

TRESCOTr, EDWARD ,VHITIXG. Private. Sergeant Co. F, 5th Infantry 
1\1. V. 1\1:., July 12, 1864; discharged Nov. 16, 1864, on expiration 
of service. 

\VALKER, EUGENE CLIFFORD. Private. Private in 2d Battery, Feb. 12, 
. 1864; discharged Ang. 11, 1865, on expiration of service. 

\VHnTE:\IORE, CURTIS H. Corporal. Second Lieutenant 5th l\1ass. Cav
alry, July 7, 1864; First Lieutenant, Dec. 16, 1864; discharged 
Oct. 31, 1865, on expiration of service. 

\VILLARD: EowARD AUGUSTUS. Private. Private 11th i\'fass. Battery, 
Dec. 2, 1864 ; discharged June r 6, 186 5, on expiration of sen·ice. 

Jl8 



274 FORTY-FOCRTH l\lASSACI-IUSETTS INFA~TRY. 

CO:\IPANY D. 

BATES, DANIEL DWIGHT. Private. Lands1nan, U. S. Navy; discharged 
as Assistant 1Iaster-at-Arms, U. S. Navy, June, 1865, on expira
tion of service. 

BEAL, CHARLES \V. Private. First Sergeant, Co. A, 42d Mass. In
fantry, July 14, 1864; discharged Nov. 11, 1864, on expiration of 
service. 

BEAL, GEORGE \V. Pri1'ale. Sergeant Co. B, 60th ~lass. Infantry, July 
1 r, 1864; discharged Nov. 30, 1864, on expiration of service. 

BREWSTER, J A:\IES BARTLET!'. Private. Early in 1864 was attached to 
the Relief~roon1s of the Sanitary Com1nission in Boston, as Surgical 
dresser. Assistant Surgeon 2d Division, 9th Army Corps, Arn1y of 
the Poton1ac, June 1, 1864; stationed at \Vhite House and on the 
J an1es during the sun1mer can1paign. 

CARTER, GEORGE HENRY. Sergeant. Second Lieutenant 55th lVIass. 
Vols., Nov. 15, 1864; First Lieutenant, June 25, 1865. Brevetted 
Captain U. S. Vols., to date fron1 l\Iarch 13, 186 5 ; discharged 
Aug. 29, 1865, on expiration of service. 

CRANE, EDWARD \V. Private. Declined con1111issio11 in 55th l\Iass. 
Vols., dated June 9, 1864. Died at Marshfield, :rviass., May 21: 1886. 

CRANE, \VILLIAM DWIGHT. Private. First Lieutenant 55th Mass. Vols., 
June 7, 1863; Captain Co. I, June 19. Killed at the battle of 
Honey Hill, S. C., Nov. 30, 1864. 

The following was written by a brother officer, one of Crane's 
former playfellows, and like hi1nself a graduate of Harvard Col
lege:-

" He was first commissioned as a Lieutenant, but gained. his cap
taincy before muster-in, by hard work and soldierly aptitude. \Ve 
were 'barracked together in July, 1863, and from that time until his· 
death were rarely separated. 

"It was a pleasure to be with and watch him - square, sturdy, fresh, 
and handsome soldier that he was - through the desert heats of Folly 
Island, the toilsome fatigue of the trenches before \Vagner, the malarious 
picket details on marsh and sand-hill, the fervid drills upon the sea
beach, the sickness and weariness of the autumn of 1863, the mingled 
rest and activity of the succeeding winter, and the toilsome Florida 
marches of February, 1864." 

At the battle of Honey Hill, Nov. 30, 1864, Crane was acting aide 
and chief-of-staff to Col. I-Iartwell, com1nancling the brigade of which 
the 5 5th farmed a part. 

"At the charge on the enemy's batteries along a narrow road, ex
posed to canister at close range from seven guns, and in the focus of an 
infantry fire from over a thousand rifles, he was slain. I have heard 
that he was instantly killed by a shot through the head, and attracted 
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the attention of the Rebels, who held the field after the battle, by his 
fine, handsome face and touching attitude. He was honorably buried, 
- so we learn from participants in the battle, - both out of respect for 
his bravery, and because of his being a newly made Freemason. In 
probity, singular purity of life and conversation, in upright manliness 
and military talent, I know of no young man who could surpass the 
brave soldier who thus met death and an unmarked grave, not in 
victory, but in defeat. It was a sad loss to us who remained. The 
men of his company almost idolized him." - Harvard Jf e11wrial. 

GcFF', \VILLIA:\I CULLEN. First Lieutenant Co. F, 5th Infantry M. V. l.\iI., 
July 16, 1864; discharged Nov. 16, 1864, on expiration of service. 

HE:\IEN'WAY, AucusTus A. Private. Band-111aster 4th Mass. Cavalry, 
~larch 1, 1864; discharged Nov. 14, 1865, on expiration of service. 
Drowned Aug. 30, 1872, at wreck of steamer "11:etis" off \Vatch 
Hill, Conn. 

HoDART, GEORGE HENRY. Privat?. Sergeant Co. A, 42d Mass. Vols., 
July 4, 1864; discharged Nov. r r, 1864, on expiration of service. 

HOWARD, \VILLARD. Private. Discharged for promotion at New Berne, 
April 26, 1863. Second Lieutenant 54th l\'fass. Vols., May 13, 
1863; First Lieutenant, l\iiay 31, 1863. Slightly wounded at assault 
on Fort \Vagner, July 18, 1863. Acting Adjutant, November, 1863; 
Adjutant, !\'larch 1, 1864; Captain, Dec. 3, 1864; discharged Aug. 2, 

1865, on expiration of service. 
}Aeons, Aucusrus. Private. First Sergeant Co. F, 5th Mass. Vols., 

July 12, 1864; discharged Nov. 16, 1864, on expiration of service. 
LITTLEFIELD, HENRY \VARREN. Private. Second Lieuteuant 54th Mass. 

Vols., l\fay 11, 1863; First Lieutenant, Oct. 7, 1863; resigned 
Feb. 9, 1865, on account of wounds received at battle of Olustee, 
Fla., Feb. 20, 1864. 

NouRsE, HARRISON. Private. Corporal Co. D, 6th Mass. Infantry, 
July 16, 1864; discharged Oct. 27, 1864, on expiration of service. 

SIMONDS,· JOSEPH \VARREN. Private. Private in Co. E, 8th Mass. In
fantry, July 19, 1864; discharged Nov. 10, 1864, on ·expiration of . 
service. 

STURTEVA~T, CHARLES \VHITMORE. Private. Con1missary-Sergeant Co. L, 
1st Mass. Cavalry, Jan. 6, 1864; discharged June 26, 1865, on expira
tion of service. 

TRIPP, GEORGE LEIGI:TON. First Sergeant. First Lieutenant Co. H, 6th 
lviass. Vols., July 16; 1864; discharged Oct. 27, 1864, on expiration 
of service. Died at Alfred, l\1e., lVlarch 13, 186 7, of disease con
tracted during service. 

TUTTLE, HORACE P. Private. Discharged April 26, 1863, for disability. 
Assistant Payn1aster in United States Navy, July 2, 1864, and served 

several years. 
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VosE, CLIFTON H£XRY. Privalc. First s~rgeant Co. F, 58th 1''lass. 
Infantry, April 20, 1864. Died at Rickersville Hospital, S. C., Oct. 
28, 1864, while prisoner of war; was buried at Charleston, S. C. 

Co:\IPANY E. 

ADAMS, "\Vn .. LIA:\t ROBERT. Corporal Sergeant Co. I--I, 6th l\iass. Vols.; 
July 16, 1864; discharged Oct. 27, 1854, on expiration of service. 

BRADISH, ALBERT HENRY. Privat:: .. Second Lieutenant 55th l\ilass. Vols., 
Feb. 11, 1864; Acting Post Ordnance officer at Palatka, Fla., during 
the stay of the regiment at that point; resig·ned June 27, 1864, for 
disability. 

BREWSTER, ,VARREN JosHuA. Private. Discharged Sept. 30, 1862, for 
disability. .Afterwards re-entered the service (particulars of which 
cannot now be learned) and served for a tin1e on staff of General 
Cooke, in the \Vest. 

CARTWRIGHT, JAl\IES "\VELD. Corporal. Second Lieutenant 56th ]'.vfass. 
Vols., July 30, 186 3 ; First Lieutenant, Nov. 2 1, 186 3 ; Captain, 
lVfay 17, 1864; 1nustered out July 12, 1865, on expiration of ser
vice. \Vounded l\Iay 12, 1864, at Spottsylvania, and again, April, 
1865, at Petersburg, Va., slightly in left hand and right shoulder. 

CRoss, HENRY CL\Y, Private. Private in 1st Tennessee Hon1e Guards, 
1864, and served until end of war. 

l)ERBY, OLIVER CARPE~TER. Private. Sergeant Co. H, 3d Niass. Heavy 
Artillery, Nov. 20, 1863; discharged Sept. 18, 1865, on expira
tion of service. 

HIGHT, HENRY ORMAND. Corporal. Second Lieutenant 82d U. S. C. T., 
Nov. 12, 1863; discharged Captain, Sept. 16, 1866, 011 expiration of 
service. __ Brevetted Major for gallantry at siege of Fort Blakely, 
April, 1865. 

HOMER, HENRY AUGUSTUS. Sergeant. Declined com1nission in 51st 

i\fass. Vols. Captain I 9th Mass. Vols., A pri] 2 2, 186 5 ; discharged 
June 30, 186 5, on expiration of service. Died at Cambridge, i\fass., 
Dec. 11, r875. 

Jov, CHARLES FREDERICK. Private. Sergeant Co. F, 2d Heavy Artil
lery, Oct. 8, 1863. Transferred as Second Lieutenant 54th lVIass. 
Vols., Sept. 30, 1864; First Lieutenant, March 30, 1865; Captain, 
July 1 7, 1865 ; discharged Aug. 20, 186 5, on expiration of service. 

KENT, FRED. AUGUSTUS. Prlvate. Captain's clerk in U. S. Navy, and 
served four years. 

KING, BENJAMIN Fur-rr. Private. First Lieutenant Co. B, 18th 
U. S. C. T., Dec. 7, 1863. Appointed Judge .Advocate, on staff 
of Gen. George L. Andrews. Resigned Aug. 10, 1864, on account 
of ill health. Died at Boston, Jan. 24, 1868, of heart disease. 
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L1vER:\IORE, ,VILLI.Dr BELDEN. Privalt:. Corporal Co. H, 6th l\'1ass. 
Vols., July 16, 1864; discharged Oct. 27, 1864, on expiration 
of service. Died at Charlestown, lVIass., Sept. 23, 18 70. 

l\IYERS, JOHN HENRY, JR. Priz:ate. Sergeant in Co. H, 4th Mass. 
Cavalry, Feb. 8, 1864; discharged N·ov. 14, 1865, on expiration of 
service. The squadron to which he was attached carried the first 

. national colors into Ricl1111ond. Died Jan. 21, 1873. 
NEWELL, JA~IES SHUTTLEWORTH. First Lie11te11ant. First Lieutenant 5th 

lVIass. Cavalry, Dec. 29, 1863; Captain, Feb. 15, 1865; discharged 
Oct. 31, 1865, on expiration of service. 

PARK, CHARLES S1uART. Private. Declined Second Lieutenant's Con1-
n1ission 56th l\1ass. Vols. Acting Assistant Payn1aster, U. S. Navy, 
from Novernber, 1864, to August, 1865. 

PATfEN, THO.MAS HENRY. Private. First Sergeant Co. I, 2d Mass. 
Heavy Artillery, Dec. 11, 1863; Second Lieutenant, Jan. 17, 1865; 
discharged Sept: 3, 1865, on expiration of sen1ice. Feb. 22, 1865, 
was appointed S.!cond Lieutenant 54th l\riass. Vols., but declined 
commission. 

PLIMPTON, l\ifERRILL FRANCIS. Private. First Sergeant Co. C, 56th 
1\1:ass. Vols., l\Iarch 1, 1864; con1missioned Second Lieutenant, 
July r, 1865, but not n1ustered; di_scharged July 12, 1865, by Spe~ 
cial Order No. 162, \Var Departn1ent, \Vashington, D. C. \Vounded 
by a buck-shot at Petersburg, June 17, 1864, and again by a frag
tnent of a shell in the thigh, and in the hand by a bullet, at the 
"tninP explosion, July r 2, 1864. 

ROBBINS, JA:\IES ARTHUR. Private. Private Co. E, 57th Mass. Vols., 
Feb. 18, 1864; promoted Quartern1aster Sergeant; discharged July 
30, 1865, on expiration of service. 

STEVENS, EDWARD LEWIS. Private. Second Lieutenant 54th Mass. Vols., 
Jan. 31, 1864; First Lieutenant, Dec. 16,. 1864. K.illed April 18, 
1865, at Boykin's l\Iills, S. C. He is believed to have been the last 
Union officer killed during the war. The remains of Lieutenant 
Stevens, and of Corporal Johnson of his regiment, were disinterred July 
29, I 885, and re•interred in the National Cemetery at Florence, S. C .. 

TUCKER, CHARLES EDWARD. Corporal. Second Lieutenant 54th l\fass. 
Vols., l\Iay 13, 1863; First Lieutenant, l\tfay 28, 1863; Captain, 
Feb. 3, 1864. \Vounded by a bullet in temple and ear at the assault 
on Fort \Vagner, July 18, 1863; n1ustered out Aug. 20, 1865, on 
expiration of service. 

\VALCOIT, GEORGE PHINl\TEY. Private. Sergeant Co. F, 5th l\fass. Vols., 
July r 6, 1864 ; discharged Nov. 16, 1864, on expiration of service. 

\VALLACE, EDWIN ASHLEY. Irivate. Sergeant Co. C, 56th l\tiass. Vols., 
Dec. 28, 1863; First Lieutenant, Oct. 22, 1864; taken prisoner at 
North Anna River, and was in prison at Andersonville six months; 
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exchanged at lVIiIJen, Ga., and rejoined his regiment at Petersburg; 
discharged July 22, 1865, on expiration of service. 

\VHEELWRIGHT, GEORGE \VILLIA:\I, JR. Sergeant. Discharged Sept. 30, 
1862 ; was appointed by the city of Roxbury as Assistant Sanitary 
Agent, in which capacity was with the Roxbury n1en in the Army of 
the Poto111ac several 1nonths, until obliged to give up on account of 
sickness. In January, 1863, sailed for New Berne in the "Frye; " 
rejoined the Forty-fourth ns volunteer and acted as Colonel's orderly 
on the Plyn1outh expedition. On the day of the Grand Review, Feb
ruary 26, was taken to the Stanley Hospital sick, and left New Berne 
for the North, l\1arch 16, 1863. 

WHITE, EDWARD PETERS. First Sergeant. Second Lieutenant 2d Mass. 
Heavy Artillery, June 4, 1863; First Lieutenant, Aug. 14, 1863. Served 
for some time on staff of General Pahner; resigned Jan. 7, 1865. 

\VHITNEV, \VtLLJAl\I LAMBERT, JR. Private. Second Lieutenant 54th 
1\tlass. Vols., Dec. 4, 1864 ; First Lieutenant, June, r 86 5 ; Acting 
Adjutant, Apri], lvlay, and June, 1865; discharged Aug. 20, 1865, on 
expiration of service. 

\VoRTHLEY, JAMES CUSHING. Private. Sergeant Co. H, 3d Mass. Heavy 
Artillery, Nov. 20, 1863; Second Lieutenant, July 25, 1865; dis
charged Sept. 18, 1865, on expiration of service. 

CoMPk'lY F. 

ATKINS, FRANCIS HIGGINSON. Private. l\fedical Carlet U. S. A. 1863-64; 
Acting Assistant Surgeon U. S. Navy, Admiral Farragut's Squadron, 
1 864 ; practising physician until 187 3 ; Acting Assistant Surgeon, 
U.S. Army, from June, 1873, to 1884. 

BARTLETT, EDWARD J ARVJS. Private. Second Lieutenant 5th l\ilass. Cav
alry, July--:i,- 1864; n1ustered out Oct. 31, 1865, on expiration of . 
service. 

COGSWELL, EDWARD RUSSELL. Sergeant. Declined com1nission in 18th 
Mass. Vols. 

CooK, CHARLES EnWAkD. Private. Sergeant Co. F, 5th l\'lass. Vols. 
J u]y I 6, 1864 ; discharged Nov. 16, 1864, on expiration of service. 

DoDGE, FREDERIC L. Private. Second Lieutenant 18th N. H. Vols., 
l'vlarch ·22, 1865; n1ustered out Ju]y 29, 1865, on expiration of 
service. Second Lieutenant 23d Regt. U. S. Infantry, l\1arch 7, 
1867; First Lieutenant, Jan. 22, 1873. Sti11 in service. 

GOODWIN, FRANK. Private. First Lieutenant 55th Mass. Vols., June 7, 
1863; Captain, July 20, 1863. \Vounded at battle of James Island, 
S. C. Brevetted Major, for " gallant and 1neritorious conduct ; '' 
mustered out with regiment, Aug. 29, 1865. 

HARTWELL, ALFRED STEDMAN. First Lie11/ena11t. First entered the ser-
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vice Corporal 3d lvlo. Vols., May, 1861; Captain 54th l\Iass. Vols., 
l\:larch 16, 1863. Transferred, Lieut.-Col. 55th lvlass., ~lay 30, 1863; 
Colonel, Nov. 3, 1863. At battle of Honey Hill, S. C., Nov. 30, 
1864, while leading a charge, his horse was killed and fell on hitn. 
\Vhile thus helpless and wounded in the hand, he would have been 
left to fall into the ham.ls of the enemy but for the bravery of Lieu
tenant Ellsworth, who turned back under a terrific fire, and while one 
of the n1en, who was killed the next minute, partly lifted the horse 
and thus released him, the lieutenant dragged the colonel across 
the ditch into the woods, and then to the rear. Ii1 thus going fron1 
the field Hartwell was hit three ti111es by spent ba1ls, but Ellsworth 
escaped unharn1ed. Brevetted Brig.-Gen. u·. S. Vols. for "gallant 
services at the battle of Honey Hill, S. C. ; " discharged April 30, 
1866, on expiration of service. 

HOYT, HEN.RY lvioRRIS. Private. Sergeant Co. E, 6th 1\1ass. Vols., July 
1864 ; discharged Oct. 2 7, 1864, on expiration of service. 

JAMES, GARTH ,v1LKINS1JN. Sergeant. Sergeant James was discharged 
for pron1otion, l\!farch 31, 1863. He was con1missionecl First Lieu
tenant and Adjutant of the 54th Mass. Vols., 11arch 23, and n1us
tered in April 24. The following sketch of his career is from the 
pen of a brother officer in the 5 4th : -

"Adjutant James was with the regiment at Read ville and Beaufort, S. C; 
St. Simons and Darien, Ga.; St. Helena Island and James Island, S. C.; 
always on duty, cheerful, active, and a universal favorite for his endear
ing qualities of heart and mind. Of the part he took in the assault on 
Fort Wagner, July 18, 1863, I have his own account; and in it he says 
that 'when we received the first discharge of the enemy's cannon' his 
action was as follows: 'Gathering together a knot of men after the sus
pense of a few seconds, I waved my sword for a further charge towards 
the living line of fire above us. We had gone then some thirty yards, 
but determinedly onwards, the ranks obliquely following the swords of 
those they trusted,' etc. James states that 'at the chevaux-de-frise in 
front of the ditch ... I received another wound, - a canister•ba1l in my 
foot;' having just after receiving the enemy's first fire been wounded in 
the side by a shell. Having dragged himself away some distance, some 
ambulance men of the 54th found him and took him to the rear. He 
was sent North, to his home in Cambridge. Finding himself after a 
number of months still unfit for duty, he finally resigned Jan. 30, 
1864 .•.. His longing for active service caused him to apply for a 
commission. Stronger, but still a sufferer, and limping as he did 
throughout the rest of his life from the wound in his foot, on D~c. 3, 
1864, he was re-commissioned ~s First Lieutenant in the 54th, then 
near Devaux's N eek, S. C. But he was unable to do duty as a line 
officer, and was appointed Acting A. D. C. on the staff of Colonel E. N. 
Hal1owe11 of the 54th, then commanding the Second Brigade of General 
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J. P. Batch's 'Coast Division.' Lieutenant James was commissioned 
Captain of Company C, 1\-Iarch 30, 1865, and mustered as sucb, l\Iay 12, 
1865. He was with General Gilmore's staff at Georgetown, S. C., about 
April 2. He was mustered out with the 54th, Aug. :20, 1865. He was a 
sufferer all his life from his wounds, and died at :Milwaukee, \Vis., l\1arch, 
1883, aged thirty-eight. Thus passed away one of the sweetest, most lova
ble of men ; a brave soldier, and the truest, most constant of friends. To 
those who knew him in the old days it is needless to say how free he was 
from the caprices and humors of most men. His smile was always bright, 
his words cheery and genial, his manner polished and winsome." 

JONES, EDWARD LLOYD. Corporal. First Lieutenant 54th l\'1ass. Vols., 
l\Iay 13, 1863 ; Captain, l\Jay 14, 1863 ; took an active part in the 
assault on Fort \Vagner, S. C., July 18, 1863, where he was severely 
wounded, fro1n the effects of which he never recovered ; mustered 
out Dec. 16, 1864. Died at Te1npleton, ~Iass., Jan. 3, 1886. 

KENT, BARKER B., JR. Private. First Sergeant 1st u·nattached Con1-
pany, 1I. V. 11., April 29, 1864; discharged, Aug. 1, 1864, on 
expiration of service. , Captain Co. G, 60th Regt. l\L V. M., July 
28, 1864; discharged Nov. 30, 1864, on expiration of service. 
Died at Boston, Feb. 2, 1873. 

LATHROP, ,v1LL1Al\I IIENRY. Prh,1atc. lvieclical Cadet at Satterlee Hos
pital, Philadelphia, August, 1863, where he remained until October, 
I 864, when he was appointed Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. Army, 
and was assigned to duty at the Depot Field Hospital of the 2d 
Corps at City Point and Alexandria, Va; served there until !viay 20, 

1865. Assistant Surgeon in the 55th 1'1ass. Vols., June 14, 1865. 
\Vhen the regiment returned home, Aug. 29, 1865, he was n1ustered 
out at Charleston, S. C., to take a co1nmission as Acting Assistant 
Surgeon, _U._S. Army, which he retained until Nov. 1, 1866. 

l'vhTCHELL, FRANK A. Private. Second Lieutenant 56th l'viass. Vols., 
Sept. 5, 1863; First Lieutenant, l\ifay 17, 1864; wounded at the 
battle of the -\Vilderness; discharged for disability, ivfarch 13, 1865. 
\Vas subsequently comn1issioned Captain and Brigade Quartermaster. 

l\1oRSE, CHARLES FAIRBA~Ks. .1lf11sician. lVIusician 3d Heavy Artillery. 
Died Nov. 21, 1878. 

PERKINS, ,vrLLIA:\I EDWARD, Sergeant. Second Lieutenant 2d l\1ass. 
Vols.~ Jan. 26, 1863; First Lieutenant, July 7, 1863; Captain, 
l\1arch 7, 1865 ; mustered out July 141 1865. l)ied at Boston, 
Jan. 18, 1879. ,fhe following extract fa from an appreciative obitu
ary notice in the Boston " Advertiser : " -

" l\1ost suddenly and unexpectedly has he been taken from our midst. 
Few men of his age have been better known.' He was graduated at 
Harvard in the class of 1860. \Villiam at first entered the service as a 
Sergeant in Co. F, Forty-fourth Regiment, but when his term ~f service 
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was half over, he obtained a commission as Second Lieutenant in the 
famous 2d J\,fass. Infantry. On the 3d of l\lay, 1863, he was wounded at 
the battle of Chanceliorsville. He rejoined his regiment on the evening 
of the last day of fighting at Gettysburg. \Vith the 2d :i\Iass. Infantry 
he went to the \Vest in the fall of 1863; and in 1864 he shared in the 
Atlanta campaign, and in the famous march to the sea. He was with 
the regiment in the march through the Carolinas, was at the battles of 
Averysborough and Bentonville, at the former of which his captain, the 
gallant Ingersoll Grafton, was killed, and he was present at the surrender 
of Gen. Johnston.· After the war he took up again his legal studies, 
which the war had interrupted, and he shortly after commenced practice 
in Boston. He was always ready, however, to give up his time, and his 
practice even, at the call of political duty. He served for some years 
in the common council and the legislature, and in both capacities he 
made himself known and felt as a hard-working, clear-headed, sensible 
man ...• He was a thoroughly manly man. His character was one of 
great simplicity and sweetness. He was unselfish, perfectly ingenuous, 
giving his friendship unreservedly, and always the same. There was 

nothing suspicious or exacting about his friendship. He was a fast 
friend, and he attached his friends very closely to l1im, and his name will 
long be affectionatdy remembered." 

POPE, GEORGE. Sergeant. Captain 54th l\1ass. \'ols., May 1 r, 1863; 
severely wounded at the assault on Fort \Vagner, July 18, 1863. 
l\Iajor, Dec. 3, 1864; Lieut.-Col., July 11, 1865 ; n1ustered out 
with regiment, Aug. 2, 1865. 

RussEL, CABOT JACKSON. Sergeant. Captain 54th 1\{ass. Vols., May 11, 

1863. Killed at the assa11lt on Fort ,vagner, July 18, 1863. The 
New York" Evening Post" says: -

'' One of the notable features of our war is tht development of cl1ar~ 
acter, energy, and heroism in our young men. Beardless lads have 
exhibited proofs of mature capacity, and endurance worthy of \'eterans. 
One of the leaders of the 'Charge of the Dark Brigade' at Fort 
\Vagner was Captain Cabot Jackson Russel, of the Fifty-fourth Massa
chusetts Regiment (Colonel Shaw's colored regiment). This youth, 
scarcely nineteen, after serving with the 1\Iassachusetts Forty-fourth in 
North Carolina, was offered a captaincy in Colonel Shaw's regiment, 
and at that notable charge he led his men gallantly to the parapet of 
the Rebel intrenchments, and fell wounded in the hottest of the figh~ 
•.. Captain Russel's manly bearing and excellent qualities endeared 
him strongly to his friends. He gave evidence of precocious abilities 
as an officer, and his early career was full of promises of honorable 
distinction." 

SIMPKINS, \V1LLIAM HARRIS. Corporal. Captain 54th ~1ass. Vols., l\'.Iay 11, 

1863. Killed at the assault on Fort ,vagner, July 18, 1863. The 
following is from the Shaw " ~Iemorial": -
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" These two young men [Simpkins and Russel], one not yet twenty
four and the other only nineteen, served together in Company F, 
Forty-fourth i\Iassachusctts Regiment, for the nine months' term, re
turning a short time Lefore the regiment in order to take commissions 
in the Fifty-fourth. 

" Let us give due honor to the men who sought commissions in the first 
negro regiment from such motives as theirs. Captain Simpkins wrote 
from New Berne when his name was selected for a commission : 'I have 
now to tell you of a pretty important step that I have just taken. I 
have given my name to be forwarded to lVIassachusetts for a commission 
in the Fifty-fourth (negro) Regiment, Colonel Shaw .••. This is no 
hasty conclusion, no blind leap of an enthusiast, but the result of much 
hard thinking. It will not be at first, and probably not for a long time, an 
agreeable position, for many reasons too evident to state ; and the man 
who goes into it resigns all chances in the new white regiments that 1nust 
be raised •.•. If I am one of the men selected, why should I refuse? 
I came out here, not from any fancied fondness for a military life, but 
to help along the good cause.' This was the letter of a youth to whom 
a military 1ifc was distasteful, but who, following his idea of duty, had 
fitted himself for it by careful study so well that: as captain in the Fifty
fourth, he commanded the respect as well as affection of his brother 
officers, who say he would have adorned the high position which only 
death prevented his attaining ..•. The writer of this knew Captain 
Simpkins. His sweet and manly nature, his clear and strong intellect, 
made his friendship dearly prized by all who knew him well ; but only 
those nearest to him recognized under his natural modesty of character 
the possible hero whose life became complete and glorious on the 
bastion of Fort Wagner." 

The story of the return of Captain Simpkins's pistol to his fa1nily 
several years after the war is too interesting to be omitted. 

In Septe1nber, 1875, the following letter appeared in the Boston 
'' Glohe~" ·- - . 

OF'F'ICE OF' R. A. \V. JAMES, ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR AT LAW, 

DYERSBURG, TENN., Sept. 25, I8i5· 
· To the Editors of the GLOBE. 

GENTLE:\IEN, - I have in my possession a six-inch Smith & \Vesson 
repeating pistol, upon the handle of which is engraved "Captain \V. H. 
Simpkins, Fifty-fourth Regiment l\Iassachusetts Volunteers, from J. L." 

I took it from the body of a dead Federal officer on the 27th of June, 
1864, at the salient on the Kenesaw l\i1ountain line, Georgia. 

As this is the era of reconciliation between the Gray and the Blue, 
and as the gallant officer may have relatives or friends who would ap
preciate a memento of him, I am anxious to restore it to them if they 
will place themselves in communication with me. 

Believing that a mention of this, if published in your paper and 
copied throughout your State, might lead to inquiries by the friends of 
the deceased officer, I anxiously ask its insertion. 1\1y address is 

R. A. \V. JAMES, Dyersburg, Te1t11. 
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This letter soon came to the notice of Captain Simpkins's father, 
the late John Sin1pkins_, Esq., of J an1aica Plain~ who opened a cor-
respondence with lVIajor J a111es, which resulted in the return of the 
pistol, accompanied by the following generous letter: -

OFFICE OF R. A. \V. JAMES, ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR AT LAW, 

DYERSBURG, TENN., Oct. 27, 1875. 

JOHN SIMPKINS, Esq., Boston, Mass. 

DEAR Sm., - Your favor of 3d inst. came to hand in clue course of 
mail, and I would have replied to it sooner, but for an extraordinary press 
of business. I forwarded the pistol by mail, according to your instruc
tions, about a week ago, and hope that you have received it. I wish I 
could place you in possession of such information as would enable you to 
trace it back to your son, but I am afraid I shall never be able to do 
so. On the 27th June, 1864, the Confederate line occupying the salient 
to the left of Kenesaw l\1ountain was attacked by a Federal division 
whose number and commander I have forgotten, but you can ascer
tain by reference to almost any history of the late war. Am sorry 
I have none at hand to which I could refer aud inform you. The attack 
was a terrible one, and the fighting, at one time, almost hand to hand. 
The attacking division1 after a desperate charge, which was unsuccess
ful, retired. Expecting a countercharge, a number of our troops ad
vanced a short distance in front of the Confederate works, where I took 
the pistol from the body of an officer whose rank I either did not 
notice or have forgotten. He must have been a gallant fellow, - prob
ably a friend and comrade of your son, - for his body was not more 
than twelve or fifteen feet from the Confederate works and surrounded 
by heaps of dead comrades. 

Receiving no orders to charge, and the firing in a few moments becom
ing again heavy, those of us who had advanced beyond the works retired 
into them again, and the firing continued almost unremittingly until on 
the 29th - I believe it was -a truce was had and the dead between 
the lines were buried. The body of the officer I mention was lying 
partially on a beautiful stand of colors, which bore the name of some 
regiment, I presume, - I know there was some inscription on it. The 
colors were picked up and subsequently presented to General Hardee, 
to whose corps I belonged. General Hardee gave the colors back to the 
captor and_ told him to give them to his sweetheart. I knew the man; 
his name was \Voltz, and he resided in Midway, East Tennessee, but 
I have not heard of him since the close of the war, except that he has 
left l\fidway. General Hardee is dead, as you perhaps know, and I know 
of no means of ascertaining to what regiment the colors belonged, 
unless indeed some of my comrades in arms, who are now widely scat
tered, should remember, which I think improbable. 

The vicissitudes of the campaign of North Georgia were such that 
minor circumstances in engagements were soon forgotten excep_t by 
those particularly affected by them. If I could ascertain to what regi
ment the colors belonged, - and Woltz could tell that, - it might pos-
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sibly furnish a clew which would lead to the name of the officer, for 
I think he and the colors belonged to the same regiment. 

Any information l may hereafter be able to obtain touching the 
matters of which you inquire I will communicate to you. I shall 
preserve your kind letter as a memento but little less dear to me than 
the pistol to you. I only care to remember the late war in so far as it 
teaches its participants to respect each other's feelings, honor each 
other's bravery and magnanimity, and love each other's common mother 
country. Hoping to hear from you again, and that you have received 
the pistol, I have the bonor to be 

Yours fraternally, 
R. A. w. JAMES, 

For11zcr{v 11fajor I 1th Regt. Tenn. Infantry, C. S. A. 

NOTE. - It will be seen that the pistol has had an eventful history : First 
belonging to a Federal officer at his death, it fell into the hands of the Con
feder:ttcs. It then passed into the possession of a Federal soldier, when and 
where we can probably never know, and then it once more passed into the 
possession of a Confederate officer in the manner related. The weapon is in 
fine condition, and has evidently been carefully preserved. 

SOULE, CHARLES CARROLL. Private. Served as private in Co. F from 
October 6 to October 2 2, when he was transferred to Company B 
as Second Lieutenant. ( For subsequent sen'ice, see Cor:ipany B.) 

TEWKSBURY, GEORGE H. Private. Corporal Co. H, 6th lVIass. Vols., 
July 16, 1 864 ; discharged Oct. 2 7, 1864, on expiration of service. 

TWEED, \VrLLIAl\1 HENRY. Privatt?. Corporal Co. A, 42d l\:Iass. Vols., 
July 14, 1864 ; discharged Nov. 11, r 864, on expiration of service. 

\VELD, GEORGE l\i1NOT. Sergeant. Declined com1nission in 18th l\1ass. 
Vols.· 

\VESTON, GEORGE. Private. Second Lieutenant 18th l\Iass. Infantry 
1\-Iarch 4, 1863. Died at B_oston, Jan. 5, 1864, of wounds received 
at Rappahannock Station, Va., Nov. 7, 1863. 

\Veston left the company before its term of service expired, leaving 
behind hin1 the memory of a n1an always prompt and brave in every 
duty, and of a singularly bright and· clv~ery disposition. One of his 
comrades and farmer classmates writes lovingly of hin1 : -

'' \Veston had been a good private soldier, and he made an admirable 
officer, - cheerful and bright when in health, uncomplaining and patient 
in sickness, and in the march and on the battlefield the soul of fortitude 
and courage. . . . But the strength of his character was, after all, in the 
exquisite kindliness and geniality of his nature. This it was which 
made him so universally a favorite. His sunny humor was a sort of 
intellectual outgrowth of those traits of his moral nature, and seemed to 
answer perfectly to that definition of a great writer which makes humor 
to consist of • love and wit.' Among his friends \Veston's name was 
almost a synonym for sunshine.'' -Harvard lJI,·111orial. 
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\VoODWARD, GEORGE l\1ooRE. Pri7 1atc. First Lieutenant 55th lv1ass. 
Vols., June 7, 1863; Captain, July 27, 1864; severely wounded in 
the leg at the battle of Honey Hill, S. C., Nov. 30, 1864; mus
tered out with regiment, Aug. 29, 1865. 

CO:\IPA~Y G. 

ADA~Is, JOHN. Private. Private Co. K, 5 7th l\'lass. Infantry, April 6, 
1864; discharged July 30, ·1865, on expiration of service. 

AoA~Is, ,\\\RREN ,VHIT~EY. Private. First Lieutenant Co. B, 60th l\1ass. 
Vols., July 16, 1864; discharged Nov. 30, 1864, on expiration of 
service. 

ALLE~, \VALTER BALFOUR. Prh•ate. Private Co. B, 11th ]Hass. Vols., 
Aug. 3 r, 1864; discharged June 4, 1865, on expiration of service. 

Bu:\'KER, NATHANIEL \VvETH. Private. Private Co. I, 56th l\'1ass. Vols. 
n1Iarch 10, 1864; Second Lieutenant July 1, 1865, but not n1us
tered; discharged July 12, 1865, on expiration of service. 

CHASE, LORING AUGUSTUS. Corporal. Sergeant Co. F, 5th 1\-fass. Vols., 
July 16, 1864; discharged Nov. 16, 1864, on expiration of ser-. 
vice. 

DELANO, ,v1LLIA:\I C. Private. Private 11th l\1ass. Battery, June 2, 

1864; Discharged June 16, 1865, on expiration of service. 
GARD~ER, J A:\IES FRANCIS. Sergeant. First Lieutenant in '\Vashington, 

D. C., Rifles, fron1 June 1, 1864, Jo July, 1865. 
HERSEY, ANDREW J. Private. Sergeant Co. H, 3d R. I. Cavalry, April 

15, 1864; discharged Nov. 29, 1865, on expiration of service. 
HERSEY, JACOB H. Private. Sergeant Co. II, 3d R. I. Cavalry, April 

15, 1864; discharged Nov. 29, 1865: on expiration of service. 
HOBBS, SETH J. Private. Third Assistant Engineer, U. S. Navy. He 

was last seen in the l\Iediterranean, on board of a United State~ 
man-of-war. 

I-IonGES, AL:\IO~ DANFORTH, JR. 
42d l\Iass. Infantry, July 20, 
expiration of service. 

Private. Second Lieutenant Co. B, 
1864; discharged Nov. I 1, 1864, on 

Hoi:r, BALLARD, 2d. Private. Private Co. B, 11th - lVIass. Infantry, 
Aug. 26, 1864; discharged June 4, 1865, on expiration of service. 

LANE, THO:\IAS J. Private. Quartermaster Sergeant 4th l\1ass. Cavalry, 
Feb. 18, 1864; Second Lieutenant l\'Iay Ir, 1865; First Lieutenant 
Aug. 9, 1865; discharged Nov. 14, 1865, on expiration of service. 

LE CAIN, CHARLES LA:\101\'T. Private. Corpora] Co. H, 6th l\'Iass. 
Vols., July 16, 1864 ; discharged Oct. 2 7, 1864, on expiration of . 
service. 

LIPP, LEODEGAR lVI. Private. Second Lieutenant 56th l\fass. Infantry, 
July 30, 1863; First Lieutenant Nov. 21, 1863; Captain, Sept. 21, 

1864; discharged July 12, 1865, on expiration of service. 
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l\IERRILL, THO:'.\IAS TomE. Prfr_,atc. _PriYate 4th Unattached Company 
Infantry, l\Iay 3, 1864; discharged Aug. 6, 1864, on expiration of 
ser\'ice. Pri,·ate Co. D, 1st Frontier Cavalry, Jan. 2, 1865; dis
charged J unc 30, 186 5, on expiration of service. 

PERKINS, EZRA. I'rivatc. Second Lieutenant Co. G, 60th Infantry 
l\I. V. l\1., July 19, 1864 ; discharged Nov. 20, 1864~ on expiration 
of service. 

POWERS, STBPHEN Al\lBROSE. Corporal. Sergeant Co. I, 2d 1\-Iass. I-Icavy 
Artillery, Dec. 25, 1863; discharged Sept. 3, 1865. After the war 
was in U S. l\'Iarine Corps for several years. 

PRIEST, JOHN Doon. Corporal. Second Lieutenant 56th l\Iass. Vols:, 
July 30, 1863 ; First Lieutenant, l\'fay 1 7, 1864. Died at George
town, June 22, 1864, fro111 a wound received while on the skin11ish
line at'' Sale111 Church," l\i1ay 31, 1864. 

The following extract from the letter of a brother officer, written 
hurriedly fron1 the field, shows the regard in which he was held by 
the n1en1bers of his regiment : -

6
' It on this occasion becomes a duty, though a sorry one, to commu

nicate to you the fact that my dear friend and fellow-officer, your de
voted son, was last evening, in an action with the enemy, wounded by a 
bullet in the 6rroin. 

'' I did not see him, as I did not come to the rear until late at night. 
He was sent to the rear in an ambulance, and will probably have a fur
lough to go home. Poor words of mine cannot properly expres~ the 
feeling of regret with which the fellow officers and soldiers of this 
command part with Lieutenant Priest. He is a son to be proud of, a 
man to be admired, a soldier whose conscientious bravery is an example 
for officers and men to follow. 

"He is on the eve of promotion, which is merited in a high degree. 
You have· my heartfelt sympathy in his illness, but I hope to see him 
with us again in his new rank which he has so gloriously earned." 

RAYMOND, \VALTER LANDOR. Private. Private Co. L, 1st l\Iass. Cavalry, 
Jan. 6, 1864. Died Dec. 25, 1864, of pneu1nonia, at Salisbury, 
N. C., while prisoner of war. 

SAWYER, LY1L.\N J. Private. Private Co. C, 3d l\fass. Heavy Artillery, 
Oct. 6, 1863; deserted Jan. 27, 1864. 

TOWNSEND, ALDERT \V. Private. Enlisted in a New York regiment. 
Died at Florence, S. C., January. 1865, while prisoner of war. 

\VHITE, JAMES CUSHING. First Lieutenant. Captain 2d Mass. Heavy 
Artillery, Aug. 14, 1863; discharged Sept. 3, 1865, on expiration 
of service. 

\Vooo, CHARLES. Private. Sergeant-Major 56th l\'Iass. Infantry, Dec. 
28, 1863. Died Feb. 5, 1864, at Readville, 1\fass. 



Bou.Es, GEORGE B. Private. Corporal Co. F, 5th l\'lass. Infantry, July 
zo, 1864; discharged Nov. 30, 1864, on expiration of service. 

Bu~IPUS, EVERETT C. Private. First eulistecl as private in Co. C, 4th 
Regt. l\L V. l\I., April 22, 1861 (company con1manded by his 
father) ; l~ischarged July 2 2, 186 r, on expiration of service. Second 
Lieutenant 10th Co. Heavy Artillery, Sept. 1, 1863. Afterwards 
attached· to 3d 1\-Iass. Heavy Artillery. First Lieutenant Oct. 28, 
1864; discharged Sept. 18, 1865, on expiration of service. 

DAWES, R.1cHARD CRA~CH. Pri-vatc. Acting Ensign, U. S. Navy, Dec. 
14, 1863; resigned Jan. 1 r, 1867. 

l-IERSEY, JOHN \V. Private. Sergeant Co. D, 60th Infantry l\'L V. 1\1., 
July 16, 1864; discharged Nov. 30, 1864, on expiration of service. 

HIGGINS, BENJA.MJ~. Private. Private Co. l\L, 3d l\Jass. Heavy Artillery, 
Aug. 26, 1864; discharged June 17, 1865, on expiration of service. 

I-IIGGINS, GEORGE ALLEN. Private. Private 11th I\:Iass. Battery, Jan. 2, 
1864; discharged June 16, 1865, on expiration of service. 

HowE, ALDERT R.1<..:IL.\RDS. Second Lie11teua11t. Second Lieutenant 5th 
l\'Iass. Cavalry, Dec. r 7, 1863; 1st Lieutenant, Jan. 7, 1864; Cap
tain,. Jan. 18, 1864; l\Iajor, Feb. 16, 1865; n1ustered out Oct. 
3 r, 1 865; on expiration of service. Died of heart disease, at 
Chicago, June 1, 1 884. 

l\1ooRE, l\IxrrHIAS J. Priz1ate. First Sergeant r 4th l\'lass. Battery, Feb. 
27, 1864. \Vounded·at Crossing of North Anna River .. Second 
Lieutenant, Jan. 25, 1865; -discharged June 16, 1865, on expiration 
of service. Died at Northfield, N. H., Nov. 15, 1885, aged 52 
years. 

l\rlouLTON, GRANVILLE \V. Private. Private Co. A, 2d l\fass. Cavalry, 
Feb. 26, 1864; discharged July 25, 1865, on expiration of service. 

NASH, OsnoRN PREBLE. Private. Private in Signal Corps, u·. S. Anny, 
l\farch 30, 1864. Served at New Orleans, Natchez, Vicksburg, and 
on the l\fississippi River; discharged Aug. 3, 1865, on expiration of . 
service. 

PACKARD, ELISHA. Private. Corporal Co. B, 60th 1\-Iass. Vols., July 16, 
1864; discharged Nov. 30, 1864, on expiration of s~rvice. 

PEABODY, LY.MA~ EVERETT. Private. Private Co. lf, 3d lVfass. Heavy 
Artillery, Aug. 27, 1864; discharged June 17, 1865, on expiration of 
service. 

RENN.ARD, GEORGE \VASHJNGTON. Private. Private Co. G, 58th l\fass. 
Vols., l\Iarch 26, 1864; discharged July 13. · 865, on expiration of 
service. 

SAWYER, \Vn,L.\RD G. Prf;:,nte. Private Co. C, 3d l\fass. Heavy Artillery, 
Oct. 6, 1863; deserted Jan. 27, 1864. 
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S:\nTH, ,v1LLIA:\I V. Captaiu. First entered the service as Second Lieu
tenant 18th n'lass. Vols., Aug. 20, 1861. Resigned June 11, 1862. 
Captain 7th U. S. C. T., Oct. 22, 1863. Discharged with brevet 
rank of Lieutenant-Colonel, Oct. 2 2, 1866. 

STORROW, SA:\IUEL. Private. First Lieutenant 2d niass. Infantry, Sept. 
22, 1864; died of wound. received at Averysboro', N. C., ?\'larch 16, 
1865. (See Harvard 1Jfcmorial Biograj>lty.) 

,VEEKS, GEORGE l\L Private. Private Con1pany G, 56th lVIass. Infantry, 

Jan. 19, 1865 ; discharged June 30, 1865, on expiration of service. 

CO:\IPAXY I. 

BURBANK, ALo~zo F. Private. Corporal Co. E, 6th i\tiass. Infantry, 
July r8, 1864; discharged Oct. 27, 1864, on expiration of service. 

CHANDLER, BENJAMIN PARKER. Private. Acting Civil Engineer in U. S. 
Navy, attached to the Pensacola Navy Yard. Died there Sept. 12, 
1874, of yellow fever. .. 

CoPITHORNE, \V1LL1A~1. Private. Private Co. A, 40th New Jersey In
fantry, l\1arch 10, 1864; discharged July 25, 1865, on expiration of . 
service. 

CURRIER, HUGH LEGARE. Private. Private 11th l\tiass. Infantry, Sept. 
7, 1864; discharged June 4, 1865, on expiration of ~ervice. Died 
at Everett, Mass., Dec. 29, 1879. 

FLETCHER, \VARRL~ GrL:\JAN. Private. Private 11th l\1ass. Battery, 
Jan. 2, 1864; discharged June 16, 1865, on expiration of service. 

Foss, JAMES MADISON. Private. Sergeant Co. I, 59th Mass. Infantry, 
Aug. 2, 1864. Died Nov. 4, 1864, at l\ticDougal Hospital, New 
York. 

Jt)NES, H&~RY BROWN. Sergeant. First Lieutenant 11th Unattached 
Company -Heavy Artillery (afterwards 3d l\t!ass. Heavy Artillery), 
Oct. 21, 1863. Resigned for disability, Dec. 22, 1864. 

l\tlACO~IBER, HENRY SEYMOUR. Corporal. Sergeant Co. H, 6th Infantry 
M. V. M., July 16, 1864; discharged Oct. 27, 1864, on expiration 
of service. 

NEWEU.., Juuus T. Private. Second Lieutenant 4th Heavy Artillery, 
Aug. 16, 1864; First Lieutenant. Feb. 18, 1865. On duty at Rich
mond and l\1anchester, Va., and for a while served on staff of Gen. 
Carey ; discharged June 1 7, r 86 5, on expiration of service. 

PARKER, STEPHEN HE:-JRY. Private. Sergeant Co. D, 59th ?\Jass. In
fantry, Feb. 9, 1864. Died July 30, 1864, of wounds received at 
Petersburg, Va. 

POOLE, FRANCIS H. Private. Enlisted as seaman in U. S. Navy, Sept. 
21, 1863. Promoted 1nate, and was on duty on U. S.S. S. "\Va
bash," at Charlestown Navy Yard, for several years. Died at \Velles
ley, l\ilass., Dec. 4, 1886. 
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PRATT, GEORGE HENRY. Privalt:. Sergeant Co. E, 56th lvfass .. Infantry, 
Jan. 12, 1864; discharged July 12, 1865, on expiration of service. 

PURBECK, MARCELLUS AUGUSTUS. Pri't1ate. Private in Signal Corps, 
U.S. Arn1y, :l\'1arch 29, 1864; discharged Ang. 26, 1865, on expira
tion of service. 

RHOADES, LA WR ENCE. Private. '\Vas discharged from the regiment at 
New Berne, to ren1ain with Capt. J. A. Goldthwait, District Con1-
missary, June 4, 1863. \Vas appoil)tecl Con1missary of Subsistence, 
U.S. Vols., with rank of Captain, July 2, 1864; n1ustered out Aug. 
22, 1865. Brevet ~lajor, U. S. V., l\'larch 26, 1865, "for faithful 
and 1neritorious services during the can1paign against the city of 
Mobile and its defences." Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel, U. S. V., 
March 26, 1865; and brevet Colonel, U. S. V., lviarch 28, 1865, 
" for faithful and n1eritorious services during the war." 

TAYLOR, · \Vn,LIAl\J A. Private. Sergeant Co. K, 4th lviass. Cavalry, 
March 1, 1864; discharged Nov. 14, 1865, on expiration of service. 
Died at Boston, Dec. 4, 1878. 

TILDE~, JOSEPH. .!)ergeant. Second Lieutenant 54th l\!Iass. Infantry, April 
1, 1863; First Lieutenant, lVIay 13, 1863. Transferred to 55th 
l\!Iass. as Captain, May 27, 1863; discharged for disability, July 14, 
1863 ; served as A. A. G. on staff of General Pierce during the draft 
riots in Boston. Died at I-Ionolulu, H. I.: July 9, 1885, in conse
quence of injuries received at fire. 

TYLER, HERBERT. Private. Sergeant Co. A, 42d Mass. Vols., July 14, 
1 864 ; discharged Nov. 1 1, r 864, on expiration of service .. 

COMPANY K. 

BAILEY, \VAI.TER. Private. First enlisted in regular army, Jan. 3, 1861. 
Sent with the reinforcements to Fort Sumter, and was on duty during 
the bombardn1ent under Major Anderson. Upon surrender of the 
fort was sent to New York, and assigned to Co. H, 2d lT. S. Infantry, 
and took part in the battle of Bull Run. Discharged by civil author
ity, being under age. In the fall o_f 1863, re-enlisted in Co. C, 1st 
Vermont Cavalry. \Vounded in front of \Vinchester, Nov. 12, 1864, 
while on picket, and discharged soon afterwards. 

BussELL,- ALFRED W. Private. Private Co. G, 58th Mass. Infantry, 
l\,farch 26, 1864. Killed at Petersburg, Va., July 12, 1864, while 
acting as color-sergeant. 

DORR, JoHN. Sergeant. First Lieutenant Co. G, 60th lVIass. Infantry, 
J nly 19, 1864; discharged Nov. 30, 1864, on expiration of service. 

FISHER, ALBERT. Private. Private Co. L, 2d l\1ass. Heavy Artillery, 
Dec. 2 2, 1863; discharged Sept. 3, 1865, on expiration of sen·ice. 

FISHER, NATHAN ,VARREN". Private. Private Co. K, 42d Infantry 
19 
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!vl. V. :WI.,July 18, 1864; discharged Nov. 1·1,.1864,on expiration of 
service. 

GILl\IORE, LUMAN \V. Private. Private 16th ~lass. Battery, l\'1ay 11, 
1864; discharged June 2 7, 186 5, on expiration of service. Received 
spinal injury at Fairfax Court I-louse. 

GOULD, 1V1LLIAl\I A. Private. Corporal Co. F, 5th Infantry !vL V. l\·1., 
July 20, 1864; discharged Nov. 30, 1864, on expiration of service. 

GRAY, CHARLES L. Private. Private in Co. K, 42d Infantry !vl. V. l\L, 
July 18, 1864; discharged Nov. 11, 1864, on expiration of service. 

HART~HORN, LOWELL EBENEZER. Private. Private Co. A. 56th !viass. 
Infantry, Dec. 26, 1863. Died while prisoner of war at Anderson
ville, Ga., Dec. 1 7, 1864. 

JESSUP, ,vn.LIAl\I A. Private. Private Co. K, 42d Mass. Infantry, July 
18, 1864; discharged Nov. 11, 1864, on expiration of service. 

JONES, DENNIS HARTWELL. Private. Enlisted in 44th Regt. at the 
age of sixteen. First Lieutenant 55th ]\'1ass. Infantry, June 19, 1863. 
Killed accidentally, l\1arch 23, 1864. 

KEEN, ]ARIUS P. Private. Private co: E, 56th Mass. Infantry, Jan. 12, 

1864; discharged July 20, 1865, on expiration of service. 
LORING, FRANK l\-1INOT. Private. Private in Co. B, 6th Infantry 1\1.. V. l\L, 

July 1 7, 1864 ; discharged Oct. 2 7, 1864, on expiration of service. 
MouLTON: EDWARD C. Pri11ate. Corporal Co. F, 59th Mass. Infantry, 

Feb. 20, 1864. Killed at the battle of the \Vilderness, !v[ay 6, 1864. 
RHOADES, CHARLES J. Priz•ate. Corporal Co. K, 6th !vlass. Infantry, 

July I4: 1864; discharged Oct. 27, 1864, on expiration of service. 
TROUT, THOMAS K. Private. Private Co. A, 6th l\'1ass. Infantry, July 15, 

1864 ; discharged Oct. 2 7, 1864, on expiration of service. 
\VENTWORTH, GEORGE AUGUSTUS. Private. Private in Co. G, 2d Mass. 

Cavalry,. March 31, 1864; discharged June 28, 1865, on expiration 
of service. \Vounded in the head by a sabre-cut, at battle of Aldie, 
July 6, 1864. 
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RIOT. 

OT long after the muster out of the Forty

fourth Regiment the draft riots occurred, 
an<l it was called together by the f ollo,v
ing order:-

. 
COl\DlON\\'EALTH OF l\IASSACIIUSETTS, HEADQl'ARTERS, 

BOSTON, July 14, 1863. 
Special Order .No. 393. 

Colonel Lee, Forty-fourth l\1assachusetts Vol
unteer l\1ilitia, will cause his regin1ent to assemble at their armory, 
Boylston Hall; forthwith, and await further orders. 

By order of the Co1nmander-in-Chicf. 
\Vl\I. ScHOULER, Ad_j11ta11t-Ge11eral. 

So many men had gone a,vay on business or pleasure that our 
ranks ,vere far frotn full, but all ,vho were ,vi thin call responded 
promptly. The regiment remained on duty till the· 16th; when 

they were dismissed by the follo,ving order: -

HEADQUARTERS, FANEUIL HALL SQUARE, BOSTON, July 21, 1863. 

Special Order No. 6. 
Colonel F. L. Lee, commanding Forty-fourth l\1assachusetts Volunteer 

l\:Iilitia, and Colonel Charles R. Codman, co1nmanding Forty-fifth l\i[assa
chusetts Volunteer l\ililitia, are hereby ordered to dismiss their respective 
con11nands until further orders. In issuing this order the general con1-
n1anding is desired by his Excellency the Governor to express to then1, 
their officers and n1en, his thanks for their pron1pt response to the call of 
duty and the admirable manner in which they have perfonned it. 

Every duty has been performed to the entire satisfaction of the com
manding general. 

By comn1and of 

c. J. HIGGINSON, A .. A. G. 
R. A. PEIRCE, Brigadier-Genera/. 
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The last order entered in the regi111cntal order-book relates to 
the draft riots, and refers to sending out pickets and reconnoitring 
parties. ~fhere is a postscript in Colonel Lee's own handwriting, 
- the first time it appears in the book, - ,vhich is very charac
teristic to those \Vho knew hitn ,vell: -

" Enjoin upon the officers to save the detaclunents on duty as 111uch 
fatigue as possible." 



ASSOCIATION. 

EARLY every year since the return of the 
Forty-fourth s01ne of the companies have 
been in the habit of holding reunions,
a1nong th~n1 C, D, E, and F. Companies 
C, E,. and F arc regularly organized, but 
Company D never forn1ed an association, 
although it elected officers at each meeting . 
.l\t the reunion of the latter con1pany, De
cen1ber, 1875, the subject of forn1ing· a 
regimental association ,vas broached and 
discussed, and by vote of those present 
the secretary was authorized to call a 
meeting at Parker's, Jan. I 3, 1876, of all 
former 1nembers of the regiment, to consider 

the subject. About sixty responded ; and after several questions 
had been asked ~and suggestions made, the constitution as re
ported by a self-constituted committee ,vas adopted, and the vote 
passed to form an association. The officers electe~ ,vere: 
Colonel F. L. Lee, president; Adjutant E. C. Johnson, treasurer; 
Corporal James B. Gardner, secretary. The constitution pro
vides that any former member of the regin1ent ,vho has been 
honorably discharged may become a member of the Association 
by the payment of one dollar. This constitutes a life member
ship, as there are no assessments. 

The first annual meeting ,vas appointed for December 14, the 
fourteenth anniversary of the battle of Kinston. As many of 
our men ,vished to come together earlier, a special n1eeting was 
arranged for March I 4, the anniversary of the battle of New 
Berne. At this special meeting there ,vere one hundred and 
thirteen members present. Annual meetings have been held 
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regularly since I 876, and latterly the third \ Vednesday of Jan
uary has been the date selected. 

On Sept. 17, 1877, the regiment paraded, -probably for the 
last tin1e as a rcgi1nent, - on the occasion of the dedication of 
the Soldiers' Monument. Lieutenant Colonel Cabot was in com-

~ 

n1and, and ·one hundred and sixty-four members ans,vered at 

roll-call. 
At the annual 1neeting in I 880 a committee ,vas appointed to 

act with sitnilar committees from the other regiments of our 
brigade to arrange for a brigade reunion. The Twenty-fourth 
Massachusetts and l'enth Connecticut did not appoint commit
tees; but the Fifth Rhode Island and ours made the necessary 
arrangements, and delegates ,vere present from the regiments 
first named. The reunion ,vas held at Rocky Point on July 30, 
about four hundred being present. 

On Aug. 29, I 882, the rcgin1ent celebrated the twentieth anni
versary of its going into can1p, by a gathering at the Point 
of Pines, quite a delegation from the Fifth Rhode Island being 
present as invited guests. 
• Soon after the election of vV n1. Garrison Reed to the secre
taryship he suggested the idea of securing for the Association 
portraits of our field and staff, and of our brigade, division, and 
corps commanders. His suggestion met a favorable response, 
the necessary expenses ,vere promptly subscribed, and at the 
annual meeting in I 883 the pictures were exhibited to the mem-
hers of the regiment. 
l\f r. Charles Stanford. 

They arc in crayon, and were dra,vn by 
Generals I◄"'oster, Wessells, and Stevenson, 

Adjutant Hinckley, and Colonel Sisson are framed singly, and 
hang in one of the pr~vate dining-rooms at Young's. The_ large 
picture of the field atH staff is stored, except ,vhen brought out 
at the regimental reunions. T'he portrait of General Thomas G. 
Stevenson was presented by his brother, General R~bert H. 
Stevenson, and that of Adjutant Hinckley by his father, Isaac 
Hinckley, Esq., of Philadelphia. 

At the annual reunion in January, 1885, Comrades Reed and 
McIntire gave an account of their recent trip to North Carolina, 
and by aid of a stereopticon exhibited views of many places \vhich 
were familiar to us ,vhen ,ve ,verc ,vearing the blue. 
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The officers of the Association have been as follo,vs: -

PRESIDENTS. 

Colonel F. L. Lee. 
Lieutenant-Colonel E. C. Cabot 
Captain S. \V. Richardson 
First Lieutenant Wm. Hedge . 
Second Lieutenant C. C. Soule 
First Sergeant A. C. Pond . . 

1876 i Sergeant G. B. Macomber . . 
1877 Private C. J. lVIclntire . . . 
1878 Adjutant E. C. Johnson. 
1879 Captain C. Storrow . . 
1880 Private E. C. Bumpus . . . 
1881 

VI CE-PRESIDENTS. 

E. C. Cabot, Charles Hunt, George B. Lombard . . . 
S. W. Richardson, \V. V. Smith, W. Hedge . . . . . . . . . 
H. D. Sullivan, J. W. Cartwright, W. Hedge . . . . . . . . • 
W. A. Simmons, A. D. Stebbins, A. B. \.Vetherell . . . . 
C. J. McIntire, A. C. Pond, C. Storrow . . . . . . . . 
F. G. Webster, George Pope, F. S. Gifford . . . . 
C. W. Chamberlain, R. C. \Vaterman, H. \V. Hartwell . . . . . 
E. C. Johnson, George L. Keyes, \V. C. Cotton . . . . . . 
H. D. Sullivan, Theodore M. Fisher, C. Storrow . . . . · . . 
John Parkinson, W. H. Alline, William Gil1espie . . . 
A. S. Hartwell, L. W. Rogers, George B. Lombard . • . . . • 

EXECUTIVE COMl\IITTEE. 

COMPANY A. 

H. \V. Hartwell . . . 
F. D. rvlontgornery 
L. \V. Rogers . . . . 
E. R. Rand. . . . . 
A. \V. Edmancls . . . 

. . 

1876 
1877 
1878 
1879 
1880 

E. D. Farnum . . . . 
C. C. Patten . . . . 
H. N. Hyde . . . . 
C. W. Knight . . • . 

COMPANY C. 
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1882 
1883 
1884 
1885 
1886 

1876 
1877 
1878 
1879 
1880 
1881 
1882 
1883 
1884 
188.: .., 

1886 

1883 
1884 
1885 
1886 

J. A. WaJiace . • . . 
C. H. Bailey . . . . . . 
F. F. Gibbs . . . . . 

i88r A. C. Pond . • . . . . . 1876 

J. E. Gott .,. . . . . . . 
S. A. F. \\'hippie . . . . . 
G. F. Wellington . . . . . 

COMPANY B. 

1882 
1883 
1884-
1885 
1886 

G. R. Rogers . . . . . . 1877 
W. Ware . . . . . . . 1878 
A. Cutting . · . . • . 1879, 1884 
\V. H. Alline . . . . 1880 
E. C. Burrage 
C. E. Barker 

. . . . . . 
. . 

H. S. Bean . . . . . 
. . • . . 1876 J. W. Small . . . 

S. A. Walker . W C C 
18771 • . otton . . . . . . 

1881 
1882 
1883 
1885 
1886 

G. L. Keyes . • . 
A. B. \Vetherell . . .,. ,. . 1878 

8 COMPANY D. 
C. C. Soule . . - . • • . . I 79 
J. S. Barrows . . . . . . 1880 H. D. Sullivan . 
W. Gillespie . . . . . . 1881 W. K. Millar . 
G. W. Brooks . • . . . . 1882 I George Sawin . 

....• 1876 

. . . 1877, 1881 

. . • . . 1878 
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I. W. l\Ioody . . . . 1879 E. H. Adams . . . . 1878 
1879 
1880 

E. A. l\'lessinger . . . . 1880 C. A. Hovey . . 
\V. H. Neal . . . . . . 1882 E. C. Bumpus 
S. S. Bartlett . . 1883 J. \V. Hersey . I 881, 1883 

.. 1882 
I 88-t-

Henry Howard . . . . 1884 H. l\1erriam 
]. B. Gardner . . . 1885 G. A .. Murray . 
E~ B. Hosmer . . . . 1886 E. Packard . . • • • • • I 885 

• . . . . 1886 
CO.MPANY E. 

C. E. Tucker . . . . . . 1876 
J. J. \Vyeth . . . . 1877 
G. Russell . . . . . . . 1878 
G. P. Walcott . . . . 1879 
J. B. Rice, Jr. • • . • 1880, 1881 
Leslie l\Iillar . . . . • . i 882 
J. P. Flagg, Jr. . . . . . 1883 
G. \V. \Vheelwright 1884 
W. R. Adams . . . . . . 1885 
,v. S. Wilder . . 1886 

COMPANY F. 

A. W. Denny . - . . . 1876 
G. B. l\1acomber . . . . . 1877 
E. N. Hewins . . . . I 878, 1881 
D. Cobb . . . . . 1879 
J. F. Dean . . . 1880 
G. F. Jones. . . . . . . 1882 
R. E. Ashenden . . . . . 1883 
J. l\if. Gibbs . • . . . 1884 
H. B. Coburn . . . . 1885 
J. \V. Hayward . . . . . 1886 

COMPANY G. 

O. P. Nash . . 

COMPANY I. 

C. Sumner . . . . . . 
R. Loudon . . . . . . . 
B. F. Field, Jr. 
B. F. Adams . . . . 
J. T. Shackford . . . . . 
J. M cCrillis, Jr. . . . . . 
T. Pinkham. . . . . 
W. A. Gaylord. . . . . . 
J. L. Eldridge . . 
H. B. Jones. . . . . . . 
H. N. Bridges . . . . 

COMPANY K. 

1876 
1877 
1878 
1879 
1880 
1881 
1882 
1883 
1884 
188.5 
1886 

H. A. Thomas . 1876, 1881 
C. Chenery . . . . . 
John Dorr . . . . . 
W. H. Lord . . . . 

1877 
1878, 1885 

R.H. Weld ...... . 
1879 
1880 

J. Parkinson . . . . . . 1882 
Manning Emery . . . . 1883 
F. \V. Reynolds . . . . . I 884 
I. N. Meserve . . . . . . 1886 

AT LARGE, 

George Ellis . . . . . 1876 
T. J. Lawrence . . . . 1877 
F. G. Webster. . . . . . 1878 
C. ]. McIntire . . . . . . 1879 T. W. Fisher • . • • • 1876 
Samuel May . . . . . . i88o J. W. Cartwright . 1877 
P. S. Yendell . • . . . . 1881 A. Jacobs • • • • • 1878 
E. S. Fisher . . • . • • 1882 \V • C. Ireland · · · · · · I 879 
F. P. Adams . . . . 1883 F. S. Gifford . . . . . . 1880 
W. C. Clapp . . . . • . 1884 C. Hunt . . . . . . 1881 
H. Newhall . . . . . . . 1885 J. R. Kendall . . . . . . 1882 
Jonathan Dorr . . . . . . 1886 G. R. Rogers • • • . • • 1883 

J. Owens . . . . . . . 1884 
COMPANY H. 

· F. l\L Mears . . . . 

Fred. Odiorne . . . . . . 1885 
1876 W. B. Allen . . . . . . . 1886 

R. Maguire . . • . . • . 1877 t 
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At the tin1e of going to press three hundred and thirty-nine 
have joined the Association. 

At the annual n1eeting, Jan. 20~ 1886, the treasurer showed 
a balance on hand in the general fund of $508.65 ; and the trus
tees of the Permanent Fund, its nucleus being the old regimental 
fund ,vhich had been in the hands of the colonel since the ,var, 
at time of the transfer amounting to $87 5 .86, reported on hand 
$ I ,972.68. 

It is to be hoped that the Association ,vill continue so long as 
a single member can ans,ver " Here" at roll-call. 





ROSTER. 

To the members of the Forty-fourth the ROSTER will undoubt
edly be one of the most interesting features of the Record. T'he 
plan of arranging the nan1es in alphabetical order, ,vithout refer
ence to company or rank, ,vas one of the first matters agreed 
upon after it ,vas determined to compile a regimental history 
( I 879), and is, ,ve think, original with this Committee . 

. A. great deal of time has been devoted to ascertaining the 
present addresses and occupations of the members. Every one 
,vhose address is here given has replied to comn1unications sent 
hin1; or, as letters sent in " request" envelopes to the given 
address have not been returned, we presume it to be correct. 
r\s residences and occupations are being constantly changed, 
it is of course practically in1possible to have the Roster abso
lutely perfect, but it is believed that it ,vill be found essentially 
reliable. 

vVhere the date of muster is not given, it ,vas Sept 12, I 862; 
and ,vhere date of discharge is not stated, it ,vas June I 8, I 863. 

Readers noting errors, omissions, or changes ,vill confer a 
favor if they ,vill notify J. B. GARDNER, 23 Crawford Street, 
Roxbury, Mass., so that the official Roster of the · Regimen
tal Association n1ay be kept at all tin1es as nearly correct as 
possible. 



ROSTER FOR· THE FORTY-FOURTH MASSACHUSETTS REGIMENT'. 

Name, 

Abbott, Charles F. . . 
Achorn, Albion G. . . 
Adams, Alden J. . . 
Adams, Benjamin F. . . 
Adams, Charles . • . 

Adams, Edward H. . . 
Adams, Francis P. . . 
Adams, George H. . 
Adams, George H. . . 
Adams, John . . . . 
Adams, \Varrcn \V. . . 
Adams, \Villiam G. . . 
Adams, William R. . 
Allen, Oscar . . . . . 
Allen, Walter H. . . • 
Allen, \Villiam A. . . . 
Alley, Charles !\L . . 
Alline, \Villiam H. . . 
Almon, David . . . . 
Ames, Daniel E. . . . 
Anderson, Leonard B. . 
Annable, Charles A. . . 
Ashenden, Richard E. . 
Ashley, John E. . . . . 
Atkins, Francis H. . . 
Atwood, James l\I. . . 
Atwood, \Villiam S. • . 
Babbitt, Willard !\1. . • 
Babcock, Ephraim A. • 
Babcock, George L. . • 
Babcock, Lowe11 . . . 

Rank. 

Corporal 
Private 

" 
" 
" 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" ,, 
" 

Corporal 
Private ,, 
Sergeant 
Private 

" 
Sergeant 
Private 

" .. 
" 
" ,, 
" ,, 
" 
" 

Prin. Mus. 
Private 

Co. 
Age at 
Enlist
ment. 

Enlisted from. Last known Residence. , Last known Occupation. 
I --- -~-- -------- --------,--------! 

' 
B I 9 1 N cwton . . . . . . . . . I . . . 
K 36 ' \Valpole. , . . . . . . . . . . . 
G 19 Dorchester . iManatee, Fla. . • !Stock and Oranges 
I 24 Hoston . . ·Boston . . . Grocer . . . . 
D 19 Medford . • i Sumptcrville, Fla. 

H 
G 
C 
E 
G 
G 
K 
E 
I) 

G 
E 
C 
C 
B 
C 
I 
I 
F 
F 
F 
A 
G 
K 
K 

K 

20 

19 
24 
35 
18 
20 

23 
26 
33 
23 
27 

20 
18 

! 
Winchester• \ . . . . . . . 
Boston . . , Boston . . . 
Brookline . Boston . . 
Cambridge . East Derry, N. H. 
\Vinchcstcr . Oakham . . . 
Quincy . Quincy . . 
Franklin . Franklin . . . 
Cambridge . Cambridge . . . 
Boston . . . . . . . 
Andover . . Andover . . . . 
Cambridge . Chicago, Ill. . . 
Lynn . . . Clinton . . . . 
Boston Boston . . . . 
Newton . . . . • . . 
Boston . . Somcn·ille . • . 
Melrose . . . . . . 
Boston . . Boston . • • • 
Boston Boston . . . 
Charles town I • . • . . . . 
Cambridge . \Las V C;gas, N. M. 
\V ell fleet . New York . . . 
Chelsea • Malden . . . . 
Walpole. . Newark, N. J. . 

25 \Valpole. . . . . . . 
2 5 Boston , . Oakland, Cal. . 
25 !Sherborn . \Medfield . . . 

. . . 
I • • • • • • • 

Grocer . . . 
Theatrical agent 
Farmer . . 
Farmer . 
Bookkeeper . . 
Chemical 1Ifr .. 
1\-Ierchant . . . . . . . . 
Supt. Almshouse . 
,vool . . . . 
Bookkeeper . • . 
Clerk . . . . . . . 
Clerk . 
. . . . . 

Salesman . 
Bookkeeper . . 

Phvsician 
Pdnter 
Clerk . . 
Salesman. 

. . . 
. . . . . . . 

Music-teacher . . 
Painter . . . . 

Remarks. 

Died-

Supposed re-enlisted. In 1866 his 
overcoat marked Lt.-Col. Adams. 

Died at Dorchester, April I 1, 1879 

Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 
Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 

Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 

Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 

Died at N cwton. 

Died at Somerville, June 13, 188 5. 
Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 

Acting Band-master. 

w 
0 
l\) 



Bacon, John F. . . 
llacon, Samuel A .. 
Badger, \Villard, Jr. 

Bailey, Calvin C. . 
Bailey, Charle:-; H. 
Bailey, '\Valter . . 
Hailey, William H. 
Baker, Stephen T. . . 
Haker, Theodore E. . . 
Balch, Frank ,v. 
Baldwin, Francis . 
Bamberg, Frederick B. 
Bamford, \Villiam . . • 

lfancroft, George F. 
Banister, Joseph l\I. 

!Jarden, Fred S. 
Barker, Charles E. 
Barker, Eben F. 

Barker, George G .. 
Barnaby, Thomas J. 
Barnard, Francis H. . . 
Barnes, George \V. • . 
Barnes, Theodore L .. 

Barnes, ,vmiam A. 

Harrows, James S. . . 
Bartlett, Edward J. 
Bartlett, Schuyler S. 
Bass, John A. • . . . 
Bassford, Edward P. . . 
Batchelder, Samuel G. A. 
Bates, Benjamin F: 
Bates, Daniel D. . • . 

Private 
" 
" 

" 
" 
" 
" 

,vagoner 
Private 

" ., 
" 
" 

Corporal 
Private 

Corporal 
Sergeant 
Corporal 

Private 
" ., 
" 
" 

" 

" 
" ,, 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

.. 

l) 

D 
F 

G 
A 
K 
H 
K 
B 
F 
E 
B • 
A 

D 
H 

C 
C 
A 

D 
G 
F 
H 
E 

H 

B 
F 
D 
A 
B 
n 
I 
D 

29 Hoston . 
19 Harvard. 
29 Chelsea . 

:?8 Dorchester . 
20 Boston . 
:?2 Needham 
21 Roxbury. 
21 \Valpole. 
22 Newton . 
21 Boston • 
18 \Valtham 
23 Newton . 
18 · N. Andover 

20 

29 

20 

23 
29 

19 
23 
19. 
18 
26 

23 

21 
20 
21 
18 
27 
25 
22 

29 

Groton . . 
Framingham 

l\Iarion . . 
Boston . . 
Charlestown 

Bedford . . 
Dorchester . 
Boston . 
Boston . 
\Valtham 

Boston . 

Newton . 
Concord. 
Plymouth 
Boston . . 
Newton . 
Newton . 
Brewster . 
Northfield: Vt. 

. . . . . 
Hartford, Conn. 

Dorchester . 
Boston . 
Sharon . 
Providence, R. I. . . . . . 
Boston . 
Chicago, 111. 
New York 
Boston . . 

. . . . 
Omaha, Neb. 

. 
Boston . . 
Phi.}aclelphia, Pa. 

\V ilmington, Del. 
Elizabeth, N. J. . 
Fort Wayne, Incl. 
Boston • . . . 

. . . . . 

Boston 
Boston . 
Boston • . 
. . . . . . 

St. Paul, rviirm. . . . . . . . 
Boston 
Boston 

. . . 
Bookkeeper. 

Provisions 
Dining-saloon 
Painter 
Bookbinder . 

. . 
. . . . . 

Clerk . 
Coal . . . . 
Salesman 
\V oocl-carver 

. . . . 
R. R. contractor . 
. . . . 
. . . . . . . 

Died at Somerville, May 24,· 1884. 

Died at Brooklyn, N. Y., Feb. 17, 
1873. 

Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 

Drowned at No. Andover, June 5, 
1871. 

Discharged March 9, 1863. Disa
bility. Died -

Died at Marion, l\larch :25, 1865. 
\Vholesale drugs . 
Sec'y Penn. Steel Co.jMust. · Oct. 8, 1e62. Re-en listed. 

Dredging. . 
. . . 

R.R. agent . 
Salesman 

. . . . . 
. . . . . 

Bookkeeper . 
\Vharfinger 
Clerk . . 
. . . 

Architect 
. . . 

Clerk 
Clerk . . . 

Chapter XV. 

Dis. April 3, 1863. Disability. 
Died at "\iV.altham, April 5, 1864. 

Died at New Berne, N. C., June 18, 
1863. 

Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 

Died-

Died at Salem, June, 188-. 
Dis. April I, 1863. Disability. 
Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 
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Name. Rank. 
Age at 

.Enlisted from. Last known Residence. Co. .Enlist- Last known Occupation. Remarks. ment. 
-

Bayley, James H. . . . Private K 21 Boston . . Braintree . . . Boot manufacturer Beal, Charles W. " D 18 Hoston Boston Cashier B. & A. R.R. Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 
. . . . . . . . Beal, George W. " D 20 Quincy Boston Clerk Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 
. . . . • . . . . . . • . . Bean, Harns S .. . . . Corporal C 23 Boston . . Boston . . . . Fruit . . . . Beck, John H. . . . . Private B: 18 Newton • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Died at Newton, March 16, 1875. Bedell, Charles H. " E 19 Boston Boston Clerk . . . . . . . . . . . . . Belcher, Charles A. ., B 18 Newton ' Died at Newton, July ro, 1869. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Belcher, Heman H. " H 42 Framingham Died at Framingham, Sept. 1, 1Sj2 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Belcher, \Villiam 1-1. " B 29 Newton . Died at Newton, Jan. 24. 1868. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bellows, Henrj; H. " A 19 Holliston Holliston Builder Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 

. . . . . . . . . Bent, Charles {. . " H 18 Hoston Cambridge Printer . . . . . . . . . . . Berry, John F. " A 25 Boston Boston Driver Dis. Feb. 14, 1863. Disability. 
. . • • . . . . . . . . . Berry, Robert . . ., 

I 19 Boston Dietl-• . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bickmore, Albert S. " A 23 Cambridge . New York Supt. Central Park . . . . . 
l\luseum . . . Billings, George A. " H 19 Framingham \Vatertown . Accountant • • . . . . Uillings, Joseph E. " B 18 Newton Newton • • . . . . . . . . . . . . Hird, James H., Jr. " G 28 Roxbury. Boston Appraiser, C. H. Cl'k Q. M. Dept., Uoston, till 1865 

. . . . . . . . Bird, Thomas H. . " I 22 Dorchester . Dorchester . Varietv store . • . . . . Hird, \Villiam I I. . . . Sgt.-Major 32 Roxbury. . Hoston . . . Bookli'cepcr. . Blake, James H., Jr. . . 1st Lieut. D 20 Hoston . . Boston . . . . Tru~. Thayer estate Blanchard, Alvin . . . Private D 18 Hingham . . . . . . . . . Died at Hingham, l\Iarch 8, 18j4. Blanchard, Edward R. " E 19 Waltham Boston Importer . Corporal Co. M, First l\lass. Cav 
. . . . . . . 

Oct. 9, 1861. Dis. Dec. 27, 1861 
Blanchard, J. Albert \V. Cambridge 

by II civil authority." " D 19 Boston Clerk Dis. l\Iarch 9, 1863. Disability. 
. . . . . . . . . . Blanchard, Theron . . Corporal K 25 \Vcymouth. Lynn. . . . Shoe-stitcher Blanchard, \V illiam L. . Private E 18 \Valtham . Boston . . . \V holesale woollens liloom, J uJins R. ,, 

A 23 Bos!on Boston Mfg. jewcJlcr . . 
. . . . . . . . Bolles, George B. " H 19 Framingham Fall Rh·er Clerk Str. "Bristol" Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 
. . . . . . Bolles, James T. " C 25 Cambridge . New York Publisher . . . . . . . . Boone, Allen F. " H 23 \V inchester . \V inchestcr Merchant Dis. June 5, 1863. Disability. 
. . . . . . . . Bowditch, Asa \V .. " K 27 \Valpole. Sharon Coachman . . . . . . . . . Bowers, Arthur \V. '. H 20 Framingham Died at Hudson, Oct. 18, 1870. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . Uowers, William h K 21 Boston Boston i Printer Dis. Fch. 7, 1863. Disability. 
. . . . . . . . . 

., 
, 



Bowman, Frank F. 
Boyce, Guy . . • 

. . 
• • 

Hovel, Moses E. . • . 
Boynton, George F. • . 

Boynton, Martin L. • . 
Boynton, Timothy S .• 

Bradbury, \ V alter S. . • 

Uraclish, Albert H. • • 
llracllee, John E. . • • 
Bradt, Charles A. . • • 

Bradt, Frank 0. . . . 
Brady, James \V. . . . 
Bray, Thomas C. • . • 
Breed, Henry L. . . . 
Brennan, John . . 
l3rcwster, James B. 
Uridges, Harlin N. . . 
Briggs, James \V. . . . 

llrigham, \Villiam C. . . 
Brooks, Charles B. . . 
Brooks, George \V. . . 
}kooks, Noah \V. • 
Brown, Freel T. . . . . 
Brown, Frederick T. . . 
Brown, Henry L. • . 
Brown, Hezekiah N .. 
Brown, Nathan L. C. 
Brown, \Villiam H. 
Brown, \Villiam W. 
Brown, \Vinslow E. 
Bruce, Rufus C. . . . 

Corporal 
Private 

" 
" 
,, 
" 
,, 

" 
" 
" 
" 

" 
Corporal ,, 
Private 

" 
" 

2d Lieut. 

Hos. Stew. 
Private 

" 
" 

1st Lieut. 
Private 
Corporal 
Private 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

E 
K· 

D 
G 

H 
C 

C 

E 
C 
C 

C. 

B 
H 
I 
B 
D 
I 
C 

B 
B 
C 
K 
A 
I 
G 
G 
F 
A 
K 
H 

I 

19 ,,,, --
21 
20 

22 
21 

22 

18 
31 
18 

18 

18 
24 
25 
35 
20 

25 
23 

22 
24 
17 
19 
24 
27 
22 
22 

19 
21 

24 
30 
28 

Boston · . • 
Sherborn • 

Boston . . 
Dorchester • 

Malden . . 
Framingham 

Cambridge . 

Boston 
Boston 
Lowell 

Lowell 

. . 

. . 

. . 
Newton 
Boston 
Boston . • 
Needham . 
Plymouth 
Boston . 
Boston . • 

New Bedford 
Newton . . 
Newton . . 
Dorchester . 
W. Roxbury 
Malden . . 
\Vcston . 
\Vayland • 
Boston • • 
Boston • 
Saugus • 
\Valpole. . 
Framingham 

Dedham. . . . . . . 
Boston . . . . . . . . . . . 
Pepperell . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . 
Chicago, Ill. • . 
Boston • . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . 

Prescott, Ariz. . 
Taunton. . . . 
Needham . 
Plymouth . • . 
Boston . . • • 
Boston • . • . 

:Medford. . 
Boston . . 
Boston . . . . 
Chicago, Ill. 
New York . . . . . . . . . . 
\Veston . . 
Sadawga, Vt. . . . . . . . 
New York . 
Saugus • . 
Adams, Neb. 
Framingham 

. . . . 

Poultry farm . . . . . . . 
Clerk . . . 

. . . 
Butcher 
. . . . . . . 

. . . . . 
Bookkeeper . 
Paints and Oils . . . . . 
. . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . 

Merchant. . . . 
. . . . . . . 

Machinist . . . 
Physician . • . 
R. R. clerk . . . 
Pres. Brunswick 

Berth Co. 
Druggist • . . . 
Clerk . • . . . 
Paper box mfr. 
Secretary . . • 
Broker . . . • 
. . . . . . . 

Farmer . . . . 
Carriage-maker . 

Salesman. 
Sole-cutter . . . . . . . . . . 
Watchman 

Dis. Jan. 14, 1863. 
Died--

Disability. 

Died at New Berne, N. C., Jan. 19, 
1863. 

Died at New Berne, N. C., June 8, 
1863. 

Died at New Berne, N. C., Jan. 22, 
1863. 

Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 

Died at New Berne, N. C., Feb. 19, 
1863. 

Dis. .March 14, 1863. Disability. 
Died at Lowell, Feb. 24, 1864. 

Mustered Oct. 13, 1862. 
Djs, Jan. 30, 1863. Disability. 
Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 

Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 

Pro. from 2d Lieut., Feb. 26, 1863. 

Died at Boston, Aug. 6, 1863. 
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Name. 

Bruerton, Tames • . . 
Bryant, Albert • • • . 
Bryant, John • • • • 
lluck, Eben R. • • • • 

Bumpus, Everet! C. . . 
Bunker, N athamel ,v. . 
Burbank, Alonzo F. . . 
Burchsted, Benjamin F .. 
Burchsted,. John H. • . 
Burrage, Edward C. . . 
Bush, Francis, Jr. • • . 

Bussell, Alfred W. 

Butler, Albert L. . • . 
Butler, Henry . . • . 
Butrick, George E. . . 
lJutterfield, Edward E. . 
Cabot, Edward C. . . 
Capen, Joseph H. . • . 
Carey, Isaac I-I. . . • 
Carleton, Judson . • . 
Carpenter, Alfred F. . . 
Carter, George H. . . . 
Cartwright, James \V. . 
Chamberlain, Charles ,v. 
Chandler, Benjamin 1>. • 

Chase, Loring A. . . . 
Cheeney, Jonathan H. . 
Chencry, Cornelius . . 
Chcnery, Franklin ,v. 
Cheny, Samuel . 
Chickering, Charles C. . 

Rank. 

----
Private ~ 

" 
" 

" ,, 
" 
" cc 

Sergeant 
1st Lieut. 

& Q. l\'1. 
Private 

" 
" 
Cl 

" 
Lt.-Col. 
Private 

" 
" 

Corporal 
Sergeant 
Corporal 
Sergeant 
Private 

Corporal 
Private 

{( 

u 

IC 

Sergeant 

I Co 

C 
C 
E 
B. 

H 
G 
I 
D 
D 
C 

K 

A 
D 
E 
E 

F 
I 
B 
C 
D 
E 
G 
I 

G 
E 
K 
G 
H 
D 

Age at 
Enlist- Enlisted from. Last known Residence. Last known Occupation. 
ment. 

Boston • Special Agt. Ins. Co. 

Remarks. 

19 I 

19 I 
., ., I 

Boston 
Boston . . 
Boston 
Newton 

. . . . . 
Charlestown 

. • • . . . . Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. Died. 
Broker . . . -- ' 

18 
18 
19 
25 
23 
21 

29 
18 
18 
22 

44 

18 
19 
20 
22 
20 

23 
18 
18 
19 
22 

23 

Braintree . 
Belmont. 
Charlestown 
Boston . . 
Hoston . . 
Boston . . 

Boston . 
Boston . . 

Cambridge • 
Groton • . 
\V. Roxbury 
Boston • . 
Brookline . 
Boston . . 
\Veston . 
Newton . . 
Boston . . 
Boston . . 
Boston . . 
Boston . . 
Dorchester . 

Canton • • 
Boston • . 
,v. Roxbury 
Belmont . . 
Boston . 
Boston . . 

. . . . . . . 
Boston . . . . 
Cambridge . . . 
Faulkner . . . 
Georgetown, Fla. 
Georgetown, Fla. 
Boston . . • • 

. . . . . . 

. . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . 
,vaverly. . • . 
Boston . . • . 
Boston . • • . 
Boston . • • . 

. . . . . . . 
Lawyer . 
Carpenter 

. . . 

. . . 
I I t I • I I 

Orange-planter . . 
Orange-planter . . 
Crockery. . . . 

. . . . . . 
. . . . . 
. . . . . . . 

Teacher . • . . 
Hack-driver. . . 
Carpenter • • • 
Architect . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Brooklyn, N. Y. . Real estate . • • 
San Francisco, Cal. Clerk . . . • • 
New York . . . 1Icrchant . • • 

I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 

Boston . • . . Insurance . . • 
Boston • . . . ,v ool . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

\Vintcr Park, Fla. Real estate . . . 
I • • • • I • • • • • • • • 

Boston . . • • Teacher of singing 
. ' . . . . . . . . . . 

Centre Brook, Conn. Ivory goods mfr. ·. I 
New York . . . Agent . . . 

Died at New Berne, N. C., June 17, 
1863. 

Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 
Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 
Re~nlisted. Chapter XV. 

Died at Isle of Shoals, Aug. 16, 1874 
Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. Killed 

July 12, 1864. 
Died from wounds, Dec. 19. 1862. 

Dis. l\f arch 9, 1863. Disability. 
1\1ustcred Oct. 11, 1862. 

Died-

Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 
Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 

Re.enlisted. Ch. XV. Died at Pen• 
sacola Navy Yard, Sept. 12, 1874. 

Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 
Died at Greenbush, June 13, 1881. 

Died 187-. 

U) 

0 
0\ 



Child, Frank D. • • . 
Clapp, David C. . • • 
Clapp, Frank \V. . . . 
Clapp, Henry A. • . • . 
CJapp, \Villiam C. . • 
Clark, Henry A. . . • 
Clark, James F. . • . 
Clarke, Amasa . . • . 
Clarke, Edward H. . . 
Clca1e, Artemas . 
Clough, Samuel A. • . 
Cobb, Cyrus . • • . • 
Cobb, D;.rius • • . • 
Coburn, Horace D. • • 
Coffin, J amcs C. • . • 
Coffin, Jared . . • . 
Cogswell, Edward R. · 

Cogswell, Thomas. • . 
Colburn, Irving • . • 
Colby, George H. . . . 
Cole, Richard S. . • • 
Coleman, Patrick . • • 
Conant, John H. . • . 

Conellc, Frank P. . • • 
Cook, Charles E. . • . 
Cook, John F. • • • • 
Cooley, ,vmiam A. . . 
Coolidge, George M. • • 
Coolidge, George T. . . 
Cooper, J. Arthur . • . 
Cootey, Philip I. . . . 
Copeland, Ithamar W. 
Copeland, \Villiam E. 
Copithorne, William . 
Copp, Austin l\{. . • • 
Corey, Theodore F. 

Sergeant 
Private 

" 
" 
" 
" 

Sergeant 
Private 

" 
" 
" 
" ,, 
" 

Corporal 
1st Lieut. 
Sergeant 

Private 
" 
" 
" cc 

" 
" . 
" 
" ,, 
,, 
,, 
" 

Corporal 
Private 

" 
" 
" 
" 

I 

D 
H 
H 
F 
G 
F 
A 
G 
B 
K 
E 
F 
F 
F 
B 
A 
F 

G 
F 
D 
A 
B 
A 

H 
F 
F 
H 
K 
C 
I 
C 
K 
F 
I 
H 
B 

20 Boston . . Boston 
21 Boston . . Boston . . . • 
19 Holliston . . . . . . . . 
21 Dorchester . Boston . • . 
19 Dorchester . Boston . • 

-18 So. Hadley . . . . . 
36 \V. Cambridge Lawrence . . 
18 Andover . • Boston . . . . 
18 Newton . • San Francisco, Cal. 
29 Sherborn • Sherborn . . 
24 Boston Boston 
28 Boston . Boston . . . . 
28 Boston • Boston . . • . 
22 Boston • Boston . . . • 
18 N cwt on • . San Francisco, Cal. 
26 Boston . . New York . 
21 Cambridge • Cambridge . . . 

36 
20 

Andover • 
Dover • . 
Boston . 
Boston . 
Newton • 
Brighton 

19 Boston . . 
22 Chelsea • 
23 Chelsea • . 
20 Cambridge . 
24 Sherborn 
20 Boston . 
19 . Weston . 
24 Boston 
18 Dedham. • 
24 Roxbury. . 
18 Cambridge . 
20 Malden . 
25 Brighton 

l 

Lawrence . 
Dover 

Marshfield . 
Auburndale 
. . 

. . . . . . 
. . . . . . . 

Boston . . . 
Chelsea • . . . 
Malden . • . . 
Sherborn 
Boston • . . . 
Boston • . 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Troy, N. Y. . . 
Omaha, Neb. . . 
Boston . . . . 
Boston . . . . 
Northboro'. . . 

Supt. Loco. Works 
Printer . • . . 
. . . . . . 

Clerk of Court. 
Clerk . . . . • 
. . . . . . . 

Clerk . . • . . 
Wool . . • . • 
Clerk • . • 
Shoe-cutter • . • 
l\.fill Treasurer . 
Sculptor . . . 
Artist . . . . 
:Merchant . . . 
Agt. Plough Co. . 
Forwarder • 
Physician . . 

Exprcssman . . . 
Bootmakcr . . . . . . . .. . . 
Grocer 
Laborer 

. . 

Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 
Died-

Dis. Oct. 4, 1862. Disability. 

1 May 22, 1863, declined commission 
1 in Eighteenth l\fassachusetts. 

Dietl at Boston, Sept. 13, 1886. 

• . Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. Died 
at Cambridge, June 16, 1868. . . . . . 

Foreman . . . • Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 
Constable . . . 
Undertaker • . . 
. . . . . . . 

Bookkeeper . 
Clerk . . . 
Builder & R.E. owner Re•enlisted. Chapter XV. 
\V. U. Tel. Co. Dis. Jan. 14, 1863. Disability. 
Clergyman . . 
Bookbinder . . 
Coal • • . • 
Market-gardener 

Re-en1isted. Chapter XV 
Dis. Oct. 2, 1862. Disability. 



Name. Rank. I Age at I 
C,. EnFst- Enlisted from. Last known Residence. Last known Occupation. 

____________ 1_____ ___ :i1P.n_ t. _____________________________________ _ Remarks. 

Corlis, Samuel H . . 
Cormier, Charles H. 
Cotton,• Henry \V .. 
Cotton, \Villiam C. 

. . 

Coughlin, John . 
Courtis, A. Stacy 

. . . 

Covcrly, Edward . . • 
Cragin, George N. 
Crane, Edward \V. 

Crane, Zenas A. 

Crane, ,vmiam D. 

Creelman, Eliakim T. 
Crocker, Joseph C. 

• • 
• • 

. . 
Crosby, Edward C. . . 
Crosby, Henry .M .• 
Cross, Henry C. 
Cumston, James S. . • 
Cunningham, Charles A. 

Currier, Charles E. . . 
Currier, George C. . . 
Currier, George G. . . 
Currie~, I Ienry I-1.. • . 
Currier, Hugh L. . . . 

Cmtry, Andrew H. 
Curtis, Charles B .. 

Private 
" 
" 
" 

" 
Sergeant 

Private 
" " . 

" 

" 

" 
II 

" 
" 
" 

2d Lieut. 
1st Serg. 

Private 
" 
" 
" 
" 

" 
II 

I 
G 
H 
C 

I 
C 

I 
A 
D 

n 

D 

A 
I 

H 
H 
E 
E 
C 

D 
D 
E 
I 
I 

H 
H 

26, 
21 ' 
26 I 

' 
24 f 

21 
22 

18 

;,?[ 

21 

23 
18 
19 
18 

' 

\Veston . • 
Boston . . 
Frami11gham 
Boston . • 

\Vcston . . 
Cambridge . 

Boston . . 
Boston . . 
Boston . . 

Newton 

Boston 

• • 

. . 
No. Andover 
Melrose . • 

Framingham 
Framingham 
Saugus . . 
Boston • . 
Boston . 

Cambridge . 
Cambridge. 
Boston . . 
l\Ialclen • . 
Malden . . 

Framingham 
Quincr . . 

. . . . . 

. . . . . . 
Framingham 
Boston . . 

Sibley, Iowa 
. . 

. . . . . . 
Boston • . . . . . . 

. . . . . . 

. . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . 

. . . . . 
Police officer . . 
Treas. Amer. Tube 

\Vorks. . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . 
. . . . . 

Boats and Oars . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . 
I I I I • e I 

Osage, Iowa . • Farmer . . . . 
Green Cove Springs, 

Fla. . . . • Merchant . . 
Framingham . • Bleacher and Dyer 
N cw Haven, Conn. Straw-worker . . 
Saugus . . . . Farmer . . . . 
Boston . . . . Piano-forte mfr. . . . . . . . . 

Philadelphia 
New York • . . . . 

. . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Millville • • . • 
New York . . . 

Milk . . . 
Sash and Blinds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . .. 

Teamster. 
Importer. 

Died at Boston, March 5, 1881. 

Killed at ,vhitehal1 1 N. C., Dec. 
16. 1863. 

Died at Malden, Sept. 12, 1876. 
Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 
Died at r.larshfield, l\lay .::? r, 1886 

J unc 9, 1864. Declined com mis 
sion in Fifty-fifth :Massachusetts 

Died at Newton Lower Falls, Oct 
12, 1874. 

Re-enlisted. Ch. XV. Killed at 
Honey Hill, S. C., Nov. 30, 1864 

Cl'k in Q. l\f. Dcp. 18th army corps 

Re-enlisted. _Chapter XV. 

Dis. ~lay 31, 1863. Promotion 
Rc-enhsted. Chapter XV. Died 
at So. Boston, April 5, 1874. 

Died at Boston, July 191 1879. 
Died at Everett, Jan. 9, 1885. 
Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. Died 

at Everett, Dec. ~9, 1879. 

v.> 
0 
00 



Curtis, Edwin H. . . . Corporal 

Curtis, Joseph H. . . . 
Cushing, Theodore P. 
Cuthbert, James . 
Cutter, Charles E .. 
Cutter, Edmund L. 

Cutter, Frank E. 
Cutting, Andrew . • • 
Dabney, Charles \V. . . 

Dadmun, Newell H. . . 
Dalton, Patrick . • 
Danforth, George \V. 
Danforth, Joseph l\I. . 

Daniels, Lewis . . . • 
Davis, George A. . . . 

Davis, \Vakcman . . • 
Dawes, Richard C. 
Day, Henry \V. . . . 
Dean, J amcs E. . . • 
Dean, Joseph F. . . . 
Dean, \Villiam . . . . 
Delano, \Villiam C. 
I lcmcritt, Charles H. 
Demond, Alphcus . . 
l>ennv, Addison \V. . . 
De Peyster, Richard V .. 

Derby, Joseph P .. 
Derby, Oliver C. . 

Dcrbv, \Villiam H. • • 
Devei1s, Frederick W. 

Private 
" 

' " 
" 
" 

" 
Corporal 
Major 

Private 
" ,, 

Corporal 
Private 

u 
,, 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" ,, 
,, 

Sergeant 
Private 

" 
fl 

Corporal 
Private 

C 

F 
I 
A 
I 
I 

C 
C . . 
A 
B 
C 
G 

K 
G 

F 
H 
H 
F 
F 
E 
G 
D 
ll 
F 
H 

B 
E 

A 
F 

19 Boston . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
21 
18 
20 
18 
31 

22 
20 

39 

24 
27 
21 

37 

33 
24 
30 
21 

19 
18 
18 
19 
18 
27 

·36 

23 
32 

Boston Landscape-engineer \Valtham . 
Cambridge . 
No. Andover 
\Veston . 
\Veston • • 

. . . . . . . . . . . . 
Fitchburg • . • Mechanic . . . 
\Vashington, D. C. Real estate 

Boston . • 
Boston . . 
\V. Roxbury 

. . . . . . . 
Cleveland, Ohio .. 
Boston . . . . 
. . . . . . . 

Needham . Boston . . . . 
Newton . . . . . . 
W. Cambridge . . . . . 
Dorchester . . . . • . . . 

Sherborn . 
Brighton 

Charlestown 
l\Ielrose . . 
\V cston . • 
Boston • 
Cambridge 
\Valtham 
Boston 
Boston . 
\Vare. . . 
Roxbury . 
Framingham 

Newton . 
Boston . 

Chelsea . . 
Roxbury. 

Sherborn 
. . . . . 
. 

Rockport . . · . 
San Francisco, Cal. 
\Veston . • 
New York . 
Palatka, Fla. 

I • • • t • • . . . . . . . 
E. Canaan, Conn. . . . . . . . 
Northfield, Vt. . . . . . . . 

Forestville, Conn. 
Jacksonville, Fla. 

Revere 
Boston 

. . . . . . . 

Tar-refiner 
Merchant . . . . . . . 
Paper-box mfr.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . 

Saw-mill . . 
. . . . . . 

Furniture 
Clerk . . . . . . . 
Commission . 
Banker . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Varnisher . . 
Hotel-keeper 

Market-gardener . 
Salesman. . . 

Died from wounds, ,vhitehall, 
N. C., Dec. 16, 1862. 

Died at New Berne, N. C., April 
25, 1863. 

Died at l\falvern, Eng., Dec. 22, 
1870. 

Deserted Oct. 21, 1862. 

Died at Cummington, Mass., l\lay 
10, 1878. 

Died at St. Louis, May 6, 1864 (in
juries from fall). 

Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 

Dis. Nov. 3, 1862. Disability. 
Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 

Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 

Lost arm at Rawlc's l\IilJs, Nov. 2, 
186.2. Died at New York, l\Iarch 
.27, 1874 .. 

l\I ust. Oct. 11, 1862. Re-enlisted. 
Chapter XV. 

~ 
0 
U'J 
1-1 
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~ . 
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0 
\0 



Name. Rank. 
Ace at 

Co. Enlist- Enlisted from. Last known Residence. Last known Occupation. Remarks. ment. -----------1-----1----1--- ---------------•--------- ---------------
Dixon, Marshall . . 
Dodge, Albert L. . . • 
Dodge, Frederick L. . . 
Dolbeare, S. iiason . . 
Dorr, John . . • . . 
Dorr, Jonathan . . . . 
Downes, Henry F. . . 
Drake, Benjamin A. . . 
Dresser, Samuel H. . . 
Dresser, Stephen ?vI. . . 
Drew, Arthur • • . . 
Duncan, J effcrson E. . . 
Duff, Robert H. • • . 
Dyer, D. Everett • . . 
Dyer, George L. . . . 
Edmands, Albert W.. . 
Edmands, Thomas S. . . 
Eldridge, John L. . . . 
Elliot, Arthur N. . . . 
Elliot, James H. . . . 
Ellis, Charles C. . . . 
Ellis, George H. . . . 
Ellison, Frederick G. . . 
ElJs, Nelson I. . . . . 
Emerson, \V arren F. . . 
Emery, Franklin C. P. . 
Emery, Manning • . . 
Erhart, John G. . . . 
Everett, Alexander H. . 
Everett, George E. . . 
Everett, George H. . . 
Everett, \Varren P. . . 
Ewer, Charles C. . . . 

Private 
" ,, 
" 

Sergeant 
Private 
Corporal 
Private 

" 
" 
" 

Corporal 
Private 

" 
" 

1st Serg. 
Sergeant 
Private 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

Sergeant 
Private 

" 
" 
" . " 
" 

G 
F 
F 
G 
K 
G 
H 
I 
B 
B 
C 
B ,~ 
E 
A 
B 
I 
G 
G 
G 
G 
G 
D 
E 
I 
K 
B 
A 
A 
C 
B 
D 

22 
21 -
,,,, l .... ' 
18 '. 
18' 
20 
18 
22 
21 ,, ., .. ., 
20 
20 
18 
18 
19 
22 
18 
19 
18 
19 
19 
24 
20 
21 

23 
20 
18 
24 
22 
18 
20 

29 
23 

Cambridge . 
Boston . 
Boston . . 
Boston . . 
Sherborn 
Roxbury 
l\lalden . . 
\Veston . . 
Newton . . 
Newton . . 
Boston • . 
Newton • . 
\Valpole. . 
\V. Roxbury 
Boston . . 
Cambridge. 
Newton . 
Provincetown 
Boston . . 
Boston . . 
Dorchester . 
Dorchester . 
Belmont. • 
Boston . • 
\Valtham . 
Dorchester . 
Cambridge. 
Newton . . 
Cambridge. 
Canton • . 
Boston . . 
Newton . 
Boston . . 

Cambridge . . . 
New York . • • 
Detroit, 1'Hch. . 

Boston . 
Boston . 

. . . 
. . . 
. . . 

. . . . . . . 
Worcester . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . 

So. Braintree . . 
Boston . . . • 
Walpole. . . • 
Boston • . . • 
Boston . . . . 
Charlestown . . 
Boston . . . • 
Boston . . . 
New York ... 
New York . . . 
Newport, N. H . . 
Boston • • . . 
Belmont . . . . 
Brooklyn, N. Y . . 
\Valtham . . . 
Neponset . • . 
Boston . . . . 
. . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . 

Grand Island, Neb. 
Boston • . . . 
Bangor • . . . . . . .. . . . 

Grocer . . . . 
Broker . . . . 
Lieut. U. S. A. 

• • e e e • I 

Bookkeeper . . . 
Lawyer . . . . . . . . . . . 

t I e • e • e 

♦ • e • e • I 

. . . . . . . 
Clerk . . . • . 
Druggist . . . . . . . . . . . 
Salesman. . • . 
Marketman . . . 
Bank officer • . . 
Mill treasurer • . 
Lawyer . . . . 
. . . . . . . 

Lawyer . . . . . . . . . . . 
Provisions . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . 

. . . 
Clerk . . 
Dry goods 
Pamtcr . . . . 
Note broker . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . '.., 

Bookkeeper . . . 
Pcdler. . . . . 

e e e I • • e 

Re-enlisted. Chapter XV . 
Died at Boston, Oct. 12, 1871. 
Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 

Dis. Jan. 30, 1863. Disability. 
Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 

Died-

Dis. :May 6, 1863. ,v ounds. Died 
at \Vashington, D. C., Feb. 13 
1879. ' 

v.J -0 



Fairfield, \V endall M. 
Fales, Francis H. . 
Farmer, Frank I-I. . . • 
Farnum, Edgar H. 
Farrell, Michael J. . . 
Faycs, Antonio J . . 
Felt, Jonathan . . . • 
Field, Benjamin F., Jr. 

Fielding, George ,v. . . 
Fields, Charles S. . . • 
Fillebrown, George E. 
Fish, Abner C. . . • • 
Fisher, Albert . . . • 
Fisher, Edwin S. . . • 
Fisher, Nathan ,v. 
Fisher, Theodore \V. . . 
Fiske, Marcus 1\1. . • • 
Fitz, Frank . . . . • 
FitzGerald, Ezekiel, Jr . . 
Flagg, John P., Jr. . 
Flanders, Frank M. . • 
Flanders, John C. . . 
Flanders, N cwcll C .. 
f'landers, \Villiam H. 
Fleming, James J. . . . 
Fletcher, \Varren G .. 
Fletcher, ,vmiam G., Jr. 
Floyd, George C. . 
Fogg, Frank \V. . 
Forbes, Frank H. . 
Forbush, I I orace F. 
Ford, J. Henry . . . . 
Foss, George A. . . . 
Foss, James l\I.. . . . 

Private 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

2d Lieut. 

Private 
" 
" 
" 
" 

Musician 
Private 
Surgeon 
Private 
Corporal 
Private 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

• 

1st Lieut. 
Private 

" 
" 
" 

H 
K 
I 
B 
H 
B 
B 
I 

A 
B 
E 
D 
K 
G 
K 

. . 
I 
C 
D 

E 
D 
D 
A 
D 
I 
I 
E 
I 
C 
·B 
F 
K 
I 
I 

18 1\1:iddlcton 
21 ,valpole. 
18 Billerica . 

. 
Boston 
Boston 

. . . . . . . . . . 
36 Newton . • 
18 Boston . • 
30 Newton 

. . . . 
I e • • 

. . . . . . . 
30 Newton Peterboro', N. H. 

Bo~ton . . • . 21 Boston . . 

21 
22 

18 
28 
19 
19 
22 
20 
IS 
24 
18 
18 
36 
20 

19 
19 
22 

No. Andover Somerville • . • 
Newton . . Newton . • . • 
\Valtham . Arlington . • • 
Janes·,•ille, \Vis Racine, Wis. . . 
\Val pole . Hyde Park . • . 
Boston . . Boston • . . • 
\Valpole. • \Valpole . . • • 
Medway . . Boston . . • 
\Valtham . \Vcston . . • • 
Brookline . Boston . . • • 
Portsmouth, 

N. I-t .. 
Cambridge. 
Cambridge. 
Lynn . . • 
No. Andover 
Boston . . 
Cambridge . 
Boston . . 
Cambridge . 
\Veston . . 
Boston . . 
Newton . . 
Boston . . 

B~~ton . . • • 
Northboro' . . . 
Boston • . • . 
Boston . . . . 
Somerville . . . 
Boston . . . . 
Cambridge . . . 
Watertown. . • 
New York • • . 
Somerville . • . 
No. Cambridge 
Boston . . . • 
New York . 

\V. Roxbury . . . . . . • 
Boston . . Cambridge . . . 
Boston . . . . . . 

• I • • • . . . . 
Provisions 
Carpenter 

. . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Carpenter . 
Sec'y Ins. Co. . 

l\fachinist . . . 
Carpenter 
Milk farm 
Lawyer . • . • 
Periodicals • • • 
Clerk . . • • . 
Farmer • • 
Physician • • . 
Farmer . • . • 
\Vharfinger • • • 

Mercantile agency 
Mill treasurer . . 
Restaurant . . . 
Lumber . . . . 
Custom tailor . . 
Ealcsman . 
\Valworth l\Hg. Co. 
Grocer . . . • 
Silver-ware . . • 
\V cighmastcr . . 
Salesman . . . 
Reporter . . • 
Accountant . . . 
. . . . . . . . 

Printer 
I I I I e • e 

Died-

Died at Newton, Oct. 28, 1878. 

Sen·ed a few days during siege 
of Paris, France. 

Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 
Dis. l\Iay 18, 1863. ,v ounds. 
Rc,enliste<l. Chapter XV. 
Pro. from Asst.-Surg., Apr. 10, 1863. 

Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 

Resigned Oct. 13, 1862. 
Mustered Oct. 11, 1862. 

Died at Lancaster, April r6, 188 5. 
Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. Died 

at McDougal Hospital, New 
York, Nov. 4, 1864. 



Name. 

Foster, George H.. . • 
Foster, Nathaniel J. . . 
Foster, \Villiam G. . . 
Fowler, Josiah . . . . 
Fox, Charles \V. . . . 
Francis, Charles . . . 
French, George \V. . . 
Fuller, Albert . . . • 
Fuller, Benjamin• G. . . 
Fuller, Charles B. . . . 
Fuller, Charles H. . . 
Fuller, Ezra N. • • . . 
Fuller, Henry C. . . . 
Gardner, James lt . . 

Gardner, James F. . . 
Gardner, Joseph \V. . . 
Gardner, Seth . . . . 
Garland, Charles 1\1. • . 
Gav, Edwin F. . . . . 
Gavlord, \V11Jiston A. . 
Gil;bs, Francis F. . . . 
Gibbs, George A. . . 
Gibbs, John M.. . . . 
Gibbs, Theodore L. . . 
Gibbs, Thomas 0. S. . . 
Gibbs, \Villiam E.. • . 
Gibson, \Villiam . • . 
Gifford. Frederick S. . . 
Gillespie, \Villiam. • . 
Gilley, Samuel 1\1. • • • 
Gilman, Reuben J. . . 

Gilmore, James S .• 

Rank. 

Corporal · 
I'rivate ,, 

" 
" 

Corporal 
Private 

" .. 
" 
" 
" 
" 

Corporal 

Sergeant 
Private 

Cl 

" 
" 
" 

l\f usician 
Private 
1\lusician 
Private ,, 

" 
" 

Q. 1\1. Sgt. 
Sergeant 
Private ., 

" 

Age at 
Co. Enlist- Enlisted from. Last kt:own Residence. Last known Occupation. 

ment. Remarks. 

K 
I 
I 
K 
F 
F 
F 
A 
F 
I 

H 
A 
K 
D 

G 
K 
B 
K 
F 
I 

A 
K 
F 
H 
C 
D 
A 

B 
D 
I 

K 

18 
21 

23 
24 
19 
20 
22 

20 

19 
33 
20 

22 

2[ 

21 
22 

23 
18 

Roxbury. . 
Kingston . 
Kingston • 
\Valpole. • 
Cambridge . 
Lowell . 
Boston . . 
Needham . 
Boston . . 
Boston . . 
Framin~ham 
Needham . 
\Valpole. . 
Roxbury. . 

San Francisco, Cal. Insurance . · . 
Kansas City, Mo. Contractor . . . . . . . . . . 
St. John, N. B. . 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
Lowell . . . . 
Boston . . . 
Needham , . . 
Seattle, \V, T. . . . . . . 
Framingham 

Boston 

Boston . • Tullulah, La. . . 
Boston . . . • . . . . 
Newton . • Swampscott . . 
Boston . • . . . . . . 
Dover . • • • . . . . 
Boston • Bosfon . . . 
\Valtham . \Valtham 
\V. Roxbury . . . . . 
\Valtham . Boston . . 
Boston . . Charlestown· 
Cohasset . . . . . . . 
\V. Cambridge Portland, Me. . . 
Chelsea • . . • . . . . . 
N cw Bedford N cw Bedford . . 
Newton . . Boston . . . . 
Boston . • • . . . . . . 
Billerica . • . . . . . . . 

\Valpole. . 

Manufacturer . . 
Physician . . . 
Civil engineer . • 
Saiesman. . . . 
Clerk . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . 

Died--

Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 

Yd. Mas. 0. C.R. R. Dis. March 9, 1863. Disability. 
. . . . . . Died at New Berne, Feb. 21, 1863. 
. . . . • . • Died at \Valpole, May 30, 1876. 

I\fanager Mfg. Co. Subs. Dept., Dept. of the South 
Aug. 1864 to Aug. 1865. 

Planter . . . . Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 
. . . . . . . Died at Boston, Oct. I 5. 1882. 

Carpenter . . . 
. . . . . 

. . . . . . . 
Fire Department • 
Expressman . . 
. . . . . . . 

Clerk . . . • . 
Driver . . • . 

. . . 
Clergyman . . . . . . . . . 
:Merchant . . . 
Salesman . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . 

Dis. Jan. 31, 1863. Disability. 
Died at Dover, Jan. 31, 1870. 

Deserted Oct. 8, 1862. 
Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 
Re•cnlisted. Chapter XV. 
Died at l\larblcheacl, Nov. 14, 1863. 
Diecl at New Berne, N. C., 1far. 7, 

1863. . 
Died at Nc\v Berne, N. C., Feb. 26, 

1863. ' 



Gilmore, Luman W. • • 
Glazier, Frank B. • • • 
Gleason, Michael • • . 
Glidden, Mark . • • . 
Goodwin, Frank . 
Goff, \Villiam C. . . • 
Goldthwait, Charles ,v .. 
Goldthwait, George F'. 
Gott, T. Erastus • • • 
Goulci, Arthur F. • . . 
Gould, ,vmiam A. . • 
Graef, Edmund. . . • 
Gray, Charles L. . . • 
Grav, \Villiam A .. 
Green, ,villiam H. . . 
Greenwood, John \V •• 
Griswold, John l\L 
Grover, Charles A. . • 
Guild, \Villiam F. . . • 
Guthrie, Peter R. . . • 
Hadley, Samuel B. . • 
Hadley, \Villiam F. . . 
Ha~ar, Charles \V. . . 
Haines, Zenas T. . . . 
Hale, Howard E.W.. • 
Hall, Edward H. . . . 
Ha11, George F. . . . 
Hall, J. Augustus . • • 
Hall, Robert M. . . • 
Hamblin, Joshua C. . • 
Hammond, John F. . . 

Handy, John S.. • 
Hanson, Frank B .• 

Hanson, John H. • 
Harding, Nathan F. 
Hardy, \Villiam H. 

. . 

. . 

. . 

Private 
" 
cc 

" 
" 
" 

Corporal 
" 

Private 
" 
cc 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

Captain 
Private 

" 
" 
" u 

" 
Corporal 
Private 
Chaplain 
Private 

" 
Cl 

" 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

K 
C 
B 
H 
F 
D 
F 
F 
A 
A 
K 
H 
K 
A 
A 
A 
B 
A 
K 
G 
C 
C 
I 
D 
K 

I 
G 
C 
B 
E 

K 
A 

F 
B 
I 

20 

19 
29 
25 
18 

22 
18 
21 
21 
26 
19 
20 

24 
26 
36 
21 

22 
18 
41 
27 
18 
31 
18 
31 
18 
18 
18 
23 
18 

24 
18 
19 

\Valpolc. • \V. l\Icdway . . Boot-treer . . . 
Garc:l11cr .. . . . . . • . . . . . . . 
Newton • • Watertown. . . Wool-puller . . 
Framingham Mazeppa, Minn. Straw goods mfr. 
Boston • • Framingham . . . • • . • 
Boston . • \Vh. River June., Vt. Merchant . . . 
l1oston . . . . . • • , • • • • 
l3osto11 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Boston • • Boston . . • . Shoe machinery . 
Lexington Lexington . • . Farmer . . . 
Bosto11 . • • • • • • . . . • . • . . 
Newton . New York . . • Foreman f'ture mfr. 
\Valpolc. • Dedham . . . . ·Mason 
Dorchester . Hyde Park . Casket-maker 
\V. Cambridge Ayer . . . . . . . . . . 
Needham . Needham • . . Farmer . . . • 
Ne\vton . . . . . • • . . . . • 
\V. Cambridge Boston • • . . Piano factory • . 
Medfield . Medfield . . . Farmer . . . . 
I3oston . . • • • . . . • , 
IJosto11 . . . ' • . . . • • • • • · • · 
\V. Cambridge \Vinterset, Iowa . Farmer . . . 
Boston . . . . . . . . . • • • • · • 
Strong, l\fe. Phillips, l\[e. Editor . . . . 
Boston • . Boston . . Clerk P. O .. 
Plymouth . Cambridge . • . Clergyman . . • 
Charlestown Boston . . 1\fcrchant . . . 
Dorchester . . . . . . . • . • • • . • • 
Dorchester . N cw York . Salesman • • • 
Newton . . Newton . • Mason • . • • 
Cambridge . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • 

\V. Roxbury 
Boston 

Boston . . 
Newton . • 
No. Andover 

Boston . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . 

Medfield. . •.. . . . . . . . 

Carpenter • • • . . . . . . .. 
. . . 

Builder . . . . . . . 

Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 
Died at Gardner, Oct. 30, 1865. 

Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 
Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 
Died at Boston, Aug. 10, 1864. 
Diedat Portland, :rvlc.,Aug. 26, 1875. 

Re.enlisted. Chapter XV. 

Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 

Dis. April 1, 1863. Disability. 
Died at Boston, April 5, 1879. 

Died-
Died at Boston, July 17, 1881. 

Died at Boston, May 12, 1880. 

Dis. Oct. 6, 1862. Disability. 

Trans. from Co. A. Died at New 
York, June 26, 1879. 

Died at New Berne, N. C., June 11, 
1863. 

Died at Somerville, Feb. 20, I 884. 
Re,enlisted. Chapter XV. 
Died at No. Andover, Jan. 18, 1872. 



Name. 

Harris, Aaron W. • . • 
Harris, Arlon • • . • 
Harris, T. Robinson . . 
Hart, Abner B. . . . . 
Hartshorne, Frederic A. 
Hartshorne, Horace B. 
Hartshorne, Lowell E .• 

Hartwell, Albert H. . . 
Hartwell, Alfred S. . • 
Hartwell, Henry \V. . . 
Harwood, Charles E. 

Haskell, Allen . . . • 
Hastings, Frank J. 
Hastings, George . . . 
Hatch, Frank \V. . . . 
Hawkes, John Q. A. . . 
Hawley, James F .. 
Hawley, \Villiam H. 
Hayden, Edwin . . . 
Hayden, \Villiam \V. 
Hayes, '\Villiam T. . . 
Hayward, James \V. . . 
Hazelton, Frank J. . . 

· Hazelton, Sidney . . . 
Hedge, \Villiam . . . 

Hemenway, Augustus A. 

Hemenway, Edward S. 
Henchman, Charles T. 
Henry, James R. • 
Hersey, Andrew J. . . 

Rank. 

Private 
" 
" 

" 
" 
" 

Corporal 
1st Lieut. 
Corporal 
Sergeant 

Corporal 
Private 

" 
u 

" 
" 
H 

Musician 
Private 

" 
" 
" 

Corporal 
1st Lieut. 

Private 

" ., 
" 
" 

C 0, 

B 
B 
G 
G 
l 
l 
K 

' 

( 
( 

A 
F 
A 
I 

◄ 

H 
E 
G 
G 
ll 
C 
C 
H 
K 
E 
F 
B 
R 
C 

D 

H 
I 
I 
G 

Age at 
Enlist- Enlisted from. 
ment. 

18 Ipswich . . 
23 Newton . . 
20 Cambridge. 
23 Melrose . . 
23 \Valpolc. . 
34 \Valpolc. . 
18 \Valpole. . 

22 \Valtham . 
26 Natick . . 
29 \Valtham . 
19 Boston • . 
25 Boston . . 
20 Cambridge . 
21 Boston . . 
25 Boston . . 
37 Newton . . 
19 Boston . . 
18 Boston . . 
18 Boston . . 
18 \V. Roxbury 
22 Boston . . 
28 Roxbury 
18 Newton . . 
20 Newton . . 
23 Plymouth . 
20 Framingham 

20 Framingham 
30 Boston . . 
24 Brewster . 
18 Quincy . . 

Last known Residence, 

Newton . . . . 
Newton . . . . 
M orrisiana, N. Y. 
. . . . . . . 

\Valpole. . . 
Foxboro' . . . 
. . . . . . . 

\V atertown . . . 
Boston . . . . 
lloston . . . . . . . . . . 
Boston . . . . 
So. Acton . . . 
Boston . . . . 
Chicago, Ill. . . 
Newton . . . . 
Boston . . . . 
Hoston . . 
San Francisco, Cal. 
. . . . . . . 

Somerville . . . 
Boston . . . . 
St. Nicholas, Fla. 
Boston . . . 
Boston . . 
. . . . . . 
Framingham . . 
Indianapolis, Ind. 
Grand Rapids, Mich 
Boston . . . . 

Last known Occupation. 

. . . . . . 
Exp ress . . 

rgyman Cle 
. 

Ice 
Bui Ider 
. 

Pap er manufacturer 
~yer . . . . 
hitect . . . 

La, 
Arc 
. 

\Ve igher . . . . 
in and Feed . 
taurant . . . 

Gra 
Res . 
Pai nter 
Bat 1ker 
Sal esman . . . 

esman. . Sal 
. . . . . 

Bo 
Tc, 

okkecper. 
a-broker . . . 
nter Pia 

Sal esman 
La wyer 

. 
Po 
Lu 

liceman . . . 
mber Inspector 

. St able. . 

Remarks. 

Mustered Oct. 13, 1862. 

Died-

Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. Died 
at Andersonville, Ga., Dec. 17, 
1864. 

Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 

Died at New Berne, N. C., Feb. 26, 
1863. 

Pro. from Sergeant, Jan. I 5, 1863. 
Chapter XV. 

Re-enlisted. Ch. XV. Drowned at 
wreck of "l\Ictis," Aug. 30, 1872. 

Cl erk . . . . . Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 

u.J -



Hersey, Jacob H. . . Private G 18 Quincy . . Boston . • . . Merchant . . . Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. Hersey, John '\V. " H 18 Quincy Quincy Painter Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. . . . . . . . . 
Hewins, Eben N. " F 28 Boston Boston Bookkeeper . Chapter XV. . . . . . . . . 
Hews, Marshall L .. " I 33 \Veston \V es ton Farmer . . . . . . . . 
Heywood, \Villiam T. " F 22 Boston Des l\Ioines, Iowa Stationer. . . . 
Higgins, Benjamin. " H 17 Middleton La~vrcncc . . Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. . . . . . . . 
Higgins, George A. " H :? I Brookline Galesburg, Ill. Clerk . Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. . . . . 
Higgins, Josiah \V. " F 27 Boston Stark, Fla. . • Planter . . . . . . . . 
Hight, George \V .. " D 20 Boston Mott Haven, N. Y. . . . . . . . 
Hight, Henry 0. . . . Corporal E 21 Cambridge. Boston .. . Salesman. Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. Hill, Edward L. . . . Private A 28 Boston . . \Vebster. . . . Lawyer . . 
Hill, George N. " B 19 Newton . Died at Washington, D. C., 1885. . . . . . • . . . • . . . . . . . . 
Hill, Horace K. " C 35 \V. Cambridge . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Hinckley, ,v allace . • Adjutant . . 18 Lowell . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . Re-enlisted. Chapter xv. Died 

Cambridge . 
at Beaufort, N. C., Sept. 4, 1865. Hiscock, Charles H. Private C .,.., . . . . . . . . Dis. Oct. 4, 1862. Disability. ...... . . 

Hobart, David K .• . 1st Serg. G 27 Boston . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • Wounded at \Vashington~ N. C. 
Died at \Vilson, N. C., April 14, 

~ 1863. Hobart, George H. Private D 20 Newton • Neponset Engineer •. Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 0 . . . . . . . • . u-, Hobbs, George E. • . .. I 21 Roxbury. \Valtham +-3 
. . . . . . . . . . . 

Hobbs, Seth J. . . . " G 29 Boston • Re-enlisted. Char ~er XV. t?'.l . . • • . . . . . . • . • • . . 
~ Hodges, Almon D., Jr. " G 19 Roxbury . Boston Civil Engineer . Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. . . . . . Hoey, \Villiam I. • . " D 24 Cambridge . Died-• . . . . . . . . . . 

Holbrook, Augustus P. " D 21 Cambridge. Drowned in Florida -. . . . . . 
Holbrook, Charles H. u G 20 \Vcllfleet Died-. . . . . . . . . . . 
Holbrook, Samuel L .. " F 23 Dorchester . Died at Heidelberg, Germany, Nov. . . . . . . . . . 

18, 1872. Holden, Nathaniel • " G 24 Dorchester . Dorchester . Real estate . . 
Holland, Charles H. Corporal G 22 Boston . . Boston . . . . Clerk . . 
Holmes, John R. . . . Private ll 28 Newton . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . Died at Boston, Oct. 18, 1863. Holmes, Samuel A. " E 27 Hoston Boston Milk . . . . . . . . . 
Holmes, S. \V elles . Sergeant H 29 Newton . . Newton • . . . Merchant 
Holmes, Thomas . Private C 21 Lynn . . . . . . . . . . . Dis. Sept. 30, 1862. Disability. Holt, Ballard, 2d .• " G 25 Andover Andover Librarian Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. . . . . . . . . . 
Holt, Thomas P. " F 30 Cambridge . Boston Foreman blacksmith . . . 
Homer, Henry A .. . . 1st Sergt. E 18 Cambridge . . . . . . . . . . . . . Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. Died 

at Cambridge, Dec. u, 1875. w -Vl 



Name. 

Hooke, Charles E. . . 

Hooper, \Villiam D. . . 
Hopkins, Ben jam in . . 
Hopkinson, F'rancis C •• 

Horton, Andrew T. 
Hosmer, Charles A. 
Hosmer, Edward B. 
Hovey, Charles A. 

Hovey, James L. • . . 
Howard, Davis • • • . 
Howard, Henry . . • 
Howard, l\Iatthew . . 

Howard, ,vmard . . . 
Howe, Albert R. . . • . 

Howe, Edward R. • . 
Howe, \Villiam '\V. • • 
Hoyt, Henry M. . . • 
Hubbard, Hiram, Jr. . • 
Hull, Edward D. . • • 
Humphreys, James J. . . 
Hunnewell, George A. • 

Hunt, Charles • • . . 
Hunt, James L. . • . 
Hunting, Francis H. . . 
Hunting, Israel, Jr. . . 
Hutchinson, George S. . 
Hutchinson, James E. . 
Hyde, Horatio N., Jr. . 

Rank. 

Private 

1st Lieut. 
Private 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

2d Lieut. 

Private 
Sergeant 
Private 

" 

" 
" 

Captain 
Private 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

Co. 

H 

I 
B 
F 

C 
H 
D 
H 

C 
D 
D 
A 

D 

H 

F 
H 
F 
A 
F 
K 
F 

G 
H 
B 
A 
A 
K 
B 

Age at 
Enlist- Enlisted from, 
ment. 

25 Framingham 
I 

21 1 Boston . . 
32

1 Newton • • 
24 Cambridge . 

18 Boston • . 
24 Framingham 
20 Harvard . 
22 Framingham 

Last known Residence, Last known Occupation. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . 
Newton . . . . . . . . . 

Machinist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Gloversville, N. Y. Bookkeeper. . . 
Boston . . • . Commission Grain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Remarks. 

Mustered Oct. S, 1862. Died at 
- Oregon - 187-. 

Died at Somerville, July 6, 1883. 

Died at New Berne, N. C., Feb. 13, 
1863. 

Re-enlisted. Chap. XV. Died 

Died at ~fanchester, N. H., J unc 19 

21 
21 
24 
22 

Boston • . Boston . • • . 
N. Bridgewater Boston . • • . 
Boston • • Boston . • . • 
N. Andover . • • • • . . 

Clerk U. S. Treas. 
Fo'rnan,Marble \V'ks 
Des'ner,Marblc \V'ks 

1886. . 

. . . . • . . Died at New Berne, N. C., June 17, 
. 1863. 24 

22 

21 

22 

22 

Boston • • 

Brookline . 

Cambridge . 
Framingham 
Boston . • 
Boston . • 
Roxbury. • 
Boston • • 
Boston • . 

Boston • • 
Hingham . 
Newton . . 
Needham . 
Boston . . 
Walpole. • 
Newton . • 

Baltimore, Md. . Wholesale woollens Dis. Apr. 26, 1863, for promotion 
Re-cn1isted. Chapter XV. 

. • . . . . . Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. Died I I I I I I I 

Cambridge . . . Actor . . . . . 
Providence, R. I. Boots and shoes 
Chelsea . . . . • Sailmaker . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Cedar Bayou, La. · Planter 
N cw Y qrk . . • Packer 

. . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . ' 
Boston . 
New York 
Newton . 
Needham 
Boston • 
\Valpole 
Newton . 

. . . 

. . . . . . . . . 

. . . . 

. . . . . . 

. . . . . . . 
Ship broker. . . 
Cashier . . . . 
Express . . . . 
Laborer . . . . 
Janitor . . . . 
. . . . . . . 

Supt. Water-works 

at Chicago, June 1, 1884. 

Re,cnlistcd. Chapter XV. 
Dis. Apr. 16, 1863. Disability. 

Died at Santa Barbara, Cal., Feb. 
7, 1876. 

v.J 

0\ 



Ingraham, Henry . . • 
Ingraham, Nathaniel H. 
Ingraham, \Villiam F. 

IreJand, \Villiam C. . . 
Ives, George A. • • . 
Jackson, Frederick 

Jacobs, Augustus . 
Jacobs, E. Augustus 
James, Garth W. • 

Jenkins, James • . 
Jessop, William A. 
Jewett, Frank M .. 
Johnson, Albert S .. 
Johnson, Alfred P. 
Johnson, Edward C. 

. . 

. . 
Johnson, George H. . . 
Johnson, Henry W. . . 
Jones, Dennis H. . . . 

Jones, Edward L. . . . 

Jones, George F. . • • 
Jones, Henry B. • • . 
Jones, Irving. . . . • 
Jones, N~hum, Jr. . • . 

Jones, Peter F. . • 
Jones, Sylvester A. 
Jones, \ViJJiam . • 

. . 

Private 
cc 

" 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

Sergeant 

Private 
" 
" 
" 
" 

Adjutant 

Private 
" 
" 

Sergeant 

Private 
Sergeant 
Private 

" 
" ,, 
u 

A 
F 
F 

D 
H 
D 

D 
H 
F 

B 
K 
I 
A 
F . . 
I 
E 
K 

F 

F 
I 
C 
G 

E 
C 
D 

27 
21 

20 

21 

21 

19 
18 

22 

23 

r9 
2I 

19 
22 

18 
18 
24 

Framingham 
So. Hadley. 
So. Hadley. 

Boston 
Salem 
Boston 

. . 

So. Scituate 
So. Scituate 
Concord. . 

Newton . 
\Vayland 
Boston . 
Needham . 
Cambridge. 
Boston 

Malden 
Boston 
Boston 

Boston . . 

Boston . . 
Boston 
Boston 
Dorchester . 

Roxbury 
Boston • 
Hingham 

Saxonville • . • Shoemaker . . . 
\Vorccster • • . Organ-builder . . . . . 
Boston 
Boston 

• • 

. . . . 

. . 

. . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . 
Safes • . 
Importer. 

0 I • 

. . . . . . . . 
Boston . . • . Salesman . 
\Vashington, D. C. Journalist 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Boston . . . 
E. Cochituate . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . 

Foreman painter 
Farmer . . . • . . . . . . . 

Died at New Berne, N. C., Jan. 24, 
1863. 

Died at St. Paul, Minn., Oct. 11, 
1886. 

Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 
Dis. :March IJ, 1863. Disability. 
Dis. March 31, 1863. Promotion. 

Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. Died 
at l\Iilwaukee, \Vis., Nov. 15, 
1883. 

Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 
Died-

Boston . • . 
Plattville, Wis. 
Boston . . . . 

Junk • • . . • 
Clergyman . • . 
'\Vholesale dry-goods Pro. from rst Lieut. Co. H., May 

27, 1863. 
. . • . . . . Died at l\Ialden, Dec. ~, 1867. . . . . . . . 

New York . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . 

Boston . • . . 
Boston . . . . . 
Boston 
. . . . . . . 

Boston . • • • 
Cinnahar, Cal. 
Hingham • . . 

Theatrical agent . . . . . . . 

. .. . . . . . 

Wooden-ware . . 
Paper-hangings 
Bookkeeper . . • . . . . . . . 
Commission . . . 
Farmer . . . . 
Farmer . . . . 

Dis. May 30, 1863. Promotion. 
Re-cnhsted. Chapter XV. Killed 
at l\forris Island, S. C., :March 23, 
1864. 

Dis. April 16, 1863. Promotion. 
Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. Died 
at Templeton, Jan. 3, z8S6. 

Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 
Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 
Drowned in Mississippi River, :May, 

1877. 
Dis. ~f arch 9, 1863. Disability. 
Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 



Name.· 

Jones, \V illiam F. . . . 
Jordan, ,vmiam E. . . 
Joy, Charles F. . . . . 
Judkins, Edward H. . . 
Kallock, Levi . . . . 
Keen, Jarius P. . . 
Keen, \Villiam E. 
Kemp, George G. . . 
Kendall, Amory H. . . 
Kendall, Charles G. . . 
Kendall, Joseph R. . • 
Kenerson, Levi . • • . 

Kenrick, John A. . • . 
Kent, Barker It, Jr. . . 

Kent, Fred. A. . . 
Kent, John H. B . . 
Kettell, George B .. 
Keyes, George L. • 
Killian, James A. . 
Kilroy, Michael. . 
Kimball, Daniel \V. 
Kimball, Henry G. 

Kimball, Henry l\L 
King, B. Flint • . 

. . 

. . 

King, John • • • • . 

King, Leonard S. • . . 
Kingsbury, Edward P. . 
Kirdchan, Patrick A. . . 
Knapp, Arthur 1\1. . . • 

Rank. 

Corporal 
Private 

" u 

" 
" 
" 
H 

" 
2d Lieut. 
Captain 
Private 

1st Lieut. 
Private 

" 
" 
" 

Sergeant 
Corporal 
Private 

" 
" 

" 
" 

" 

" 
,, 

Age at 
Co. Enlist- Enlisted from. Last known Residence. Last known Occupation. 

ment. Remarks. 

G 
B 
E 
I 
K 
K 
K 
K 
E 
A 
I 
D 

B 
F 

E 
(; 
C 
B 
A 
I 
H 
G 

I 
E 

G 

G 
B 
K 
F 

20 

36 I 
18 l 
27; 
20 1 

21. 

23 
18 
18 
33 
23 
24 

23 
18 

21 

27 
20 
22 

23 
19 
22 

43 

21 

31 

Dorchester . 
Newton .. 
Brighton . 
Boston . . 
\V. Roxbury 
W. Roxburv 
W. Roxlmr)' 
\Vayland . 
\Valtham . 
Boston . . 
Boston . . 
Hingham . 

Newton 
Boston 

Boston . . 
Boston . 
Roxbury 
Newton . . 
Truro . . 
Cambridge . 
\Vinchester 
Andover. . 

Boston 
Boston 

Boston • . 

21 Belmont . . 
20 Newton . . 
18 \Valpole. . 
21 Chelsea . . 

Boston 
. . . . . . 

Boston . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . 

Boston 
Boston . . 
. . . . . 
\Valtham . . . 
Beaufort, S. C. 
New York . . . 
Boston . . . 

Newton . . . . 
. . . . . . . 

Fall River . . . 
Boston . . . 
Rutherford, N. J. 
Boston . . . 
\Voburn., . . . 
Brooklyn, N. Y. . 
Boston . . 

Boston 
. . . . . . . 

Boston . 

Belmont. 

. . . 

. . . . . . . . . . 
No. Attleboro' 
\Vatertown . 

Commission. . . 
. . . . . . 

Pope Bicycle Co .. 
I I I I I I 

e e I I I I 

Teamster. 
Stableman . . . . . . . . . 
Electrical . . 
Planter . . . . 
Agt. N. E. Glass Co. 

Died at Newton, Feb. 22, 187 5. 
Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 
Dis. Sept. 30, 1862. Disability. 

Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 

Manufacturer . . Priv. Co. I, 4th Mass., April 22 to 
July 22, 1861. 

City Treasurer . . Pro. from 2d Lieut., Oct. 18, 1862. 
Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. Died 

at Boston, Feb. 2, 1873. 
Periodicals • . . Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 
Fore. Paving Dept. 
. . . . . . 

Agent 0. C. R. R. 
Farmer . . . 

• I I I I I 

Real estate . . . 
I I I I 

Clerk . 
. . . . . . . 

Baggage 1foster B. 
& A. R.R. . . 

Farmer 
. . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . 

Clergyman 

Died at New Berne, N. C., Jan. 1 
1863. 

Must. Oct. 1 I, 1863. Re-enlisted 
Chapter XV. Died at Boston 
Jan. 24, 1868. 

Dis. Sept. 2 5, 1862. Disa. Died 

-00 



Knapp, Timothy T. • • 
Knight, Daniel T., 2d 
Knight, Charles \V. • . 
Knox, Stedman H. . • 
Lamson, George ,v. . . 
Lane, Cornelius C. . • 
Lane, Thomas J. . . . 
Lathrop, WiJliam H .. 
Lawrence, Charles C. 

Lawrence, Theodore J. 

Learned, Frank S. . . 
Learned, Horace E. . . 
Lcatherbee, \Villiam B. 

Le Cain, Charles L. 
Lee, Eugene C. . . 
Lee, Francis L .. 

Leighton, Albert \V. 

Leighton, Charles H. 
Leighton, James E. . • 
Le hfoync, Alonzo E. 

Lenihan, l\lorris P. 
Leonard, John . . 

. . 

. . 
Lewis, James A. . . • 
Lewis, John B., Jr. . • 
Lincoln, Francis E. • . 
Lipp, Leodegar 1\1. 
Litchfield, John H., Jr. 
Litchfield, Samuel S .. 

Private 

" 
" 

Corporal 
,vagoner 
Private 

" u 

Corporal 

" 
Private 

" 
" 
" 

Colonel 

Private 

" 
" 
" 

" 
" 

" 
" 
" ,, 
" 
" 

F 
D 
B 
A 
B 
D 
G 
F 
C 

G 

E 
F 
D 

G 
A . . 

F 

I 
D 
H 

H 
G 

K 
E 
G 
G 
D 
G 

19 
20 
22 
18 
29 
32 
20 
22 

25 

21 

19 
19 

25 
18 
39 

19 

21 

23 
24 

24 
18 

22 
21 

35 
22 
18 
18 

Chelsea . . 
Boston . . 
Newton . . 
Dorchester . 
Newton . . 
\Valtham . 
Boston . • 
Cambridge . 
Boston . . 

Boston • • 

,v atcrtown . 
Boston . . 
Boston . • 

Dorchester . 
Boston • . 
Newton . . 

Boston 

No. Andover 
Cambridge. 
Boston • 

Boston . 
Roxbury. 

\Valpole. 
Reading. 
Boston . 
Boston . 
Hingham . 
Dorchester • 

Boston . . . . . . 
Boston . . . . 
Amherst. . . . 
Newton . • . . 
Boston . . . . 
Boston . . . . 
Lowell • • • • 
. . . . . . . 

New York . 

New York . . . 
. . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . 

Boston • . . • 
New York . • . . . . . . . . 
Leighton Corners, 

N. H. . . . . 
Haverhill . . • 
Lowell • . • • . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . 
Boston . . . . 
New Haven, Conn. 
Boston . . . 
Boston . . . 
Vienna, Austria 
Boston . . • • 
New York ..•. 

\Vool-brokcr . . . . . . . 
Salesman. 
. . . . . 

Carpenter . . . 
Engineer . . . . 
Supt. Pub. Printing 
Physician . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . 
Insurance Adjuster . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Clerk . 
Agent . 

• • • • 

. . . . 

Farmer . 
Shoemaker 
Physician 

. . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . 

Auctioneer . . . 
Mfr. carriage-springs 
M:erchant • . . 
Clerk . . . • . 
(In hospital) . . 
Flour and grain 
Dry-goods . . .. 

Died at Boston, April 17, 1878. 

Dis. Jan. 14, 1863. Disability. 

Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 
Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 
Died at New Berne, N. C., Oct. 10, 

1864. \Vas commissioned Cap
tain in 1862 by Gov. of Illinois, 
but company disbanded before 
muster. 

Prisoner at \Vashington, N. C., 
April, 1863. 

Dis. Oct. 4, 1862. Disability. 
Dis. Oct. 3, 1862. Disability. 

Afterwards 'in Co. K, 45th :Mass. 
Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 

Died at Westport, N. Y ., Sept. 2, 
1886. 

Dis. Jan. 17, 1863- Disability. 
Died-

Deserted Oct. 22, 1862. 
Prisoner at Washington, N. C., 

April, 1862. 

Dis. hfarch 31, 1863. Disability. 
Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 



Name. 

Littlefield, Henry \V. 

Livermore, \ViJliam B .. 

Loheed, Thomas . • . 
Lombard, George B. • . 

Lombard, Jacob H. 

Lord, Wi11iam H. . • . 
Loring, Abner B., Jr.. . 
Loring, Frank M. . . . 
Loudon, John L. . . • 
Loudon, Robert . . . 
Lovejoy, George ,v .. 
Lovejoy, James A. . . 
Lovejoy, J amcs \V. . . 

Lucas, Rodney M. 
Lyon, Edward . . 
Lyon, Henry. . . 

. . 

hfacomber, Grenville B .• 
hlacombcr, Henry S. . • 
Magoun, Frankl in D. . 
Maguire, Richard . . . 
Mahoney, Edward F. . 
Mann, George H. . . . 
Mann, Henry M. . • • 
Mann, Isaac G. • . . . 
Mann, Josiah H. . . . 
Mann, ,vmiam C.. • • 
Mansfield, Almond H. • 
hf ansfield, Theodore F .• 
Marland, Charles H. . • 

Rank. 

Private 

" 
" 

Captain 

" 
Sergeant 
Private 

" 
Corporal 

" 
Private 

" 
" 
cc 

" 
" 

Sergeant 
Corporal 
Private 

" 
" 

Corporal 
Private 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

Co. 

D 

E 

E 
C 

C 

K 
E 
K 
I 
I 

A 
I 
E 

B 
A 
A 

F 
I 
E 
H 
C 
K 
D 
E 
A 
H 
B 
B 
G 

Age at 
Enlist- Enlisted from. Last known Residence. Last known Occupation. 
ment. Remarks. 

20 

20 

22 

19 
18 
20 
21 
27 
20 
22 

21 

19 
20 

19 
22 
20 
22 

18 
20 
18 
19 

Milton . . 
Waltham 

Boston 
Boston 

Boston 

. . . . 

. . 
\V. Roxbury 
Boston • • 
l\'Ialden . . 
Dorchester . 
Dorchester . 
Andover. • 
Billerica. • 
Cambridge . 

Newton . . 
Needham 
Needham . 

Boston . . 
N cw Bedford 
Cambridge . 
Boston . . 
Boston . • 
Dover . . 
Boston . . 
Boston . . 
Cambridge • 
Malden • • 
Newton . . 
Newton . . 
Andover . 

Philadelphia, Pa. 

. . . . . . . 
Boston . • • . 
Boston • • • • 

. . . . . . . 
Dedham. . . . 

Dry-goods commis'n 

. . . . 
Salesman 
Merchant 

. . . . 
Merchant 

. . . 

. . . . . . 

. . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Boston . • . . Apothecary • 
San Francisco, Cal. Commission 

. . 
• • . . . . . . . 

Lawrence • . • 
. . . . . . . 

Camden, N. J. 
Newton . 
New York 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Boston • • • . 
Boston . . • . 
Danvers • . . . 
N cw Haven, Conn. 
Boston . . . . 
Dedham. . .. 
Boston . . . . 
Mi]waukee, Wis. 
. . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Fancy-box mfr. 

Constable 
Merchant 

. . . . . . 
. . . . . . . 

Boots and Shoes • 
Merchant . . . . . . . . 
Dry-goods • 
Hack-driver 
. . . . . 

. . . . 
Trussmaker . . . 
Boots and Shoes . . . . . . . . 

Dis. Apr. 26, 1863. Promotion. 
Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 

Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. Died 
at Charlestown, Sept. 23, 1870. 

Promoted from 1st Lieut. Jan 15, 
1863. 

Resigned Jan. 14, 1863. Died at 
Boston, July 29, 18j5. 

Died at Boston, March 25, 1872. 
Re-enlisted. Chap. XV. 

Died at Billerica, Jan. 6, 1869. 
Priv. Co. G, 8th Mass., June 19 to 

Aug. 1, 1861. 
Dis. Jan. 30, 1863. Disability. 

Died at Sagua la Grande, Cuba, 
Apr. 18, 1868. 

1Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 

Dis. Jan. 31, 1863. Disability. 

. . . . . . . 
Newton • . 
Newton • . 
Ballardvale . 

. . . . . . . Died at Malden, Dec. 18, 187 5. 
Coachman . . . 
Florist . . . Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 
R. R. Agt. and P. iL 
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Martin, John . . 
Mason, Thomas l>. 

• i Private 
Corporal 
Private 
Sergeant 

l\lay, Albert S. . . . . 
Mav, Samuel . . 
McCarty, Thomas. 
McClearn, Abner ,v. 

McCrillis, John . . 
McIntire, Charles J. 
l\.fcPhee, Daniel . . 
McShern·, Barnard · . . 
Meagher: Matthew R. 

Mears, Fred. M. . . . 
Me11en, Moses, Jr.. . . 
Mellville, Henry F. 

l\lerriam, George E. . . 
l\lcrriam, Herbert . . • 
Merriam, J oscph A. 
l\1errill, Anthony F. • • 

Merrill, Otis S. . . 

1Ierrill. Thomas T. . . 
:Mero, John B. . . . . 
l\Ieserve, Isaac H . . . 
l\.f essingcr, Elmer A .• 
Mickel, James A. . 

Miles, Charles R. . 
Millar, Leslie . • . . 
Millar, ,vmiam K. 
Milliken, \Voodman 
Mitchell, Enoch F. . . 
Mitchell, Frank A. 
Mitchell, ,vmiam L .. 
Montgomery, Frank D .. 

Private 
" 
H 

" 
Asst.-Surg. 
Prh·ate 

" 
Corporal 
Private 

" 

" 
Sergeant 
Private 

" 

" 

" 
" 

Corporal ,. 
Private 

Corporal 
I( 

Private 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

K 
E 
A 
G 
G 
K 

I 
G 

B 
A 

H 
C 
A 

H 
11 
I-I 
E 

C 

G 
B 
K 
D 
K 

I 
E 
n 
B 
H 
F 
K 
A 

20 

25 
19 
20 
18 
20 

18 
20 

25 
30 
23 

20 

22 

19 

23 

19 
42 
18 
22 
18 

22 
18 
25 
23 
21 

24 
18 

,v. Roxbury 
Boston . . 
Needham . 
Dorchester . 
,v. Roxbury 
Boston . . 

Boston 
Cambridge . 
Boston . . 
Newton . . 
Boston 

Boston 
Boston 
Brighton 

Framingham 
Boston . • 
Framingham 
Boston . . 

No. Andover 

Boston . 
Newton . 
vV. Roxbury 
Boston . . 
Charlestown 

Belmont. . 
\Valtham 
\Valtham . 
Newton . 
Newton . . 
Easton . 
Sherborn 
Boston . 

. . . . . . . . . 
New York . . Merchant. 
Minneapolis, 1\linn. Carpenter 
Boston . . . . Hardware 

. . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . 

Boston 
Boston . . . . . . . 

. . 
I I I I I 

. . . . 
Hartford. Conn .. 

Framingham 
,v es ton . . 
Framingham . 
Milwaukee, \Vis .. 

Rockland 
,vestboro' 
Boston 
Boston 

. . 

. . 

. . 

. . . . . 
I I I I I I 

Boston . . . • 
Boston . . . 
Newton 
Kennebunk, Mc .. 
Tullulah, La. 
. . . .. . 

Boston . . 

Express 
Lawyer 

. . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

' . . . . . . 
Crockery . . 
. . . . . . . 

Straw-worker 
Fanner 
Farmer . . 
A.G. P. Agt., C., l\f ., 

& St. P. Ry. . • 
I I I I I I 

Boots and Shoes 
Shoemaker • . . 
Merchant . . . 
Boys' clothing 

. . . . . . 
Optician • • . . 
Optician . . . . 
Teamster • . 
Painter . . . • 
Planter . . . . 

Salesman. 

Dis. Feb. 28, 1863. Disability. 

Died at St. Louis, l\Io, March 121 

I Si 2, 

11\Just. March 26, 1863. Died -
1I>icd - (before 1873). 
Ki11cd at \Vhitehall, N. C., Dec. 

16, 1862. 
Died at Newton, Sept. I 5, 188 5. 

Died at New Berne, N. C., iiay 15, 
1863. 

Died at New Berne, N. C., March 
::?, 1863. 

Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 

Died at New Herne, N. C., May 
28, 1863. . 

Died at Boston, - 186-. 

Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 
Died-

lN 
t-.) .... 



Name. 

Moody, Charles S. . . 
Moody, Henry L. . . 
Moody, I. Wellmgton . 
Moody, Josiah . . . . 

l\Iooney, \Vi1liam H. . . 
l\'Ioore, Charles J. . . . 
Moore, Edgar V. . . • 
!\'loore, John F. . • • • 
Moore, Matthias J. . . 

• 
Moore, Samuel . . • 
Morey, George V. • . . 
Morrison, George \V. . 
l\lorse, Alfred L. . . . 
Morse, Charles . . . . 

Morse, Charles :F· .. 

Morse, Elisha . 
~[orsc, George F. 
Morse, George J. 
Morse, Irving . 

. . . 

. . . . . . 
Morton, Elbridge G. 
Moseley, \Villiam . . • 
l\1ott, llenjamin L., Jr. . 
Moulton, Alfred ll. . • 

Moulton, Edward C. . . 

l\ifoulton, Granvi11e \V. . 
Moulton, \Villiam H .. 
Mullen, \Villiam T. . . j 

Rank. 

----
Private 

" 
" 
" 

" 
" 
" 

Sergeant 
Private 

cc 

Sergeant 
Private 

" 
IC 

Musician 

Private 

" 
Sergeant 

Private 
" 
u 

Cl 

" 
" 
u 

" 

! Co. 

F 
H 
I) 

F 

A 
I 
E 
E 
H 

G 
I 
K 
E 
E 

F 

K 
H. 
C 
I 

H 
A 
G 
C 

K 

H 
H 
B 

t\ge at . 
Enlist- I .Enlisted from. 
meut. 

20 

IS 

2[ 

38 
21 
2I 

30 

So. Hadlev. 
Malden . · . 
Boston . . 
So. Hadley. 

Cambridge . 
No. Andover 
Boston . . 
\Valtham • 
Boston . . 

\Vayland . 
l\lalden . . 
\V. Roxburv 
Milton . ·. 
Boston . . 

Hopkinton . 

\Valpole. • 
Framingham 
Boston . . 
Boston . . 

Roxbury .. 
Needham . 
Boston . . 
Framh1gham 

Weston .. 

Framing11am 
Framingham 
Newton 

Last known Residence. Last know11 Occupation. 

San Francisco, Cal. 
1 Malden . . • . 
Boston . . . -. . . . . . 
Boston . . 
San Francisco, Cal. 
New York . • . 
,valtham . . . 
. . . . . . . 

. . . . . . 
· Philadelphia, Pa .. 
Boston . . • • 
.Milton . • . 
. . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . 

Ashland . . . 
Burlington, Vt. . 
Hyde Park . • . 
. . . . . . 

Fairhaven • • . 
Needham . . . 
lloston . • • . 

. . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . 
Uoston . . • • 
. . . . . . . 

. . . 
Librar'.,tn 
Salesman. 

. . . 
. . . . 

. . . . . . . 
Cutter . . . • . 
Leather mfr. . • 
Salesman • . . 
Clerk . • . • . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . 

Broker . . . • 
Carpenter • . . 
R. E. owner. • . 
. . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . 

Stra \\·-goods 
Salesman . . . 
. . . . . 

. . . . . . 
Elastic stockings . 
Salesman . • 
. .. . . . . . 
. . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . 

Carpenter . . . . . . . . . . 

Remarks. 

Died at New Berne, N. C., Jan. q 
1863. 

Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. Died at 
Northfield, N. H., Nov. 15, 1885. 

Died-

Killed at Rawlc's l\Jills, N. C., Nov. 
2, 1862 .. 

Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. Died at 
Hopkinton, Nov. 25, 1878. 

Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 
Died at .Martinique, \V. I., Jan. S, 

1871. 

Must. Oct. 7, 1862. Died at New 
Berne, N. C., Jan. 9, 1863. 

Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. Killed 
at \Vilderncss, Va., l\Jay 6, 1864. 

Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 

Dis. March 9, 1863. Disability. 
Died at Brighton, April, 1871. 



Mulliken, John L. • . . 
Munn, William • . . • 
Munroe, Theodore J .. 
l\furdock, Charles C .. 

l\f urray, Alexander 
Murray, George A. 
Murray, James I-I •. 
1\1 yers, John II. • • 

. . 

. . . . 
Nagel, Richard • . . . 
Nash, Elbridge • . 
Nash, Osborn P. . . . 
Nason, \Valter E. . . . 
Neal, \Villiam H. . . . 
Newcomb, D. Tyler • . 

Newcomb, Franklin I-I. 
Newell, Charles • • • 
Newell, Clarence D. • • 
Newell, Howard J. . . 
N ewe 11, James S. . . . 
Newell, Julius T. . . . 
Newhall, Francis A. • • 
N cw hall, Georg~ H.. . . 
N cw hall, Horatio . . • 
Nickerson, George \V. . 
Norris, Joseph M. . . • 
Norton, Charles A. . . 
N ottrse, Harrison . . • 
Noyes, Edward V. • . 
Noyes, George E. • . . 

N oycs, James L. • • • 
Noyes, Joseph C. . • • 
Nudd, John A. • • • . 
Odiorne, Frederic • 
Odiorne, George L. 

2d Lieut. 
Private 

" 
" 
" 
u 

" 
" 

" ,, 
" 

Musician 
Sergeant 
Private 

" ,, 
" er 

1st Lieut. 
Private 

" 
" 

Sergeant 
Private 

" 
" 
" ,, 
" 
" 
" 
" 

2d Lieut. 
Corporal 

H 
I 
C 
A 

H 
H 
C 
E 

B 
K 
H 
G 
D 
A 

G 
B 
D 
C 
E 
I 
D 
H 
G 
K 
C 
K 
D 
C 
K 

A 
A 
K 
G 
H 

20 

19 
18 
21 

25 
23 
19 
18 

29 
20 
18 
16 
22 

19 

20 

19 
20 
21 
21 
21 
28 
28 
24 
29 
20 
24 
20 

30 
22 

30 
20 

31 
26 
24 

lloston . . 
Boston • . 
Boston • • 
Wareham 

Middleton 
Malden • • 
Cambridge. 
Chelsea . . 

Newton . . 
Weymouth. 
Boston . 
Cambridge. 
Boston . . 
Medford. • 

Clifton, Eng. . • . . . . 
Boston . 
\Vareham 

Middleton 
Malden . 
Boston . . . . . 
Newton • 

. . . 
I O 0 

S. \Vcymou1h . 
Charlestown . . 
New York . 
Boston . . 

• • e I I e • 

I I I I I I I . . . . . 
Clerk • . 
Furniture 

. . 
Shoemaker . . 
Dry-goods . 
Bookkeeper . . . . . . 

Farmer . . 
Apothecary . 
Wharfinger . . 
Clerk . . . . 
\Vholesale woolkns 
. . . . . 

Quincy . 
Needham . 
Framingham 
Boston . . 
Boston . • 
Boston . . 
Southboro' . 
~falden . • 
Dorchester . 
Walpole. . 
Boston . 
Sherborn 
Bedford . 
Brookline . 
\V. Roxbury 

£.Long Brnnch,N. J. Builder . . 
Newton . . . . Oil producer 
New York • . . Merchant • . . 

' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Brookline . . Clerk . . , . . 
San Francisco, Cal. Capitalist . . . . . . . . . 
l\falden . . . . 
Boston . . 
\Valpole. . . . 
Chicago, Ill. . . . . . . . . . 
Lynn ... 
Chicago, 111. • • 
. . . . . . . 

W. Cambridge Arlington . . 
Boston . . New York . . . 
\Valpole . Somerville . . . 
Boston . . Boston . . . . 
Framingham Framingham . . 

. . . . . . . 
Salesman . • . 
Boot and Shoe mfr. . . . . . . . 
Cashier, R. R. . • . . . . 
Leather-cutter 
Bookkeeper • . . . . . . . 
Farmer . • . • 
Shipping . • . . 
Farmer . . . . 
Paper manufacturer 
Constable . . . 

Pro. from 1st Sergt., May 27, 1863. 
Died-
Rc-cnlisted. Chapter XV. 
Priv. Co. K, 3d Mass., May 6 to 

July 22, 1861. . 

Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. Died at 
Che]sea, Jan. 2 I, 187 3. 

Re-enJisted. Chapter XV. 
Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 

Killed at Whiteha11, N. C., Dec. 16, 
1862. 

Re-enlisted; Chapter XV. 
Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 
Died at \Vchstcr, July 1, 1876. 

Dis. Jan. 14, 1863. Disability. 

Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 
Must. Oct. 7, 1862. 
Killed at \Vhitehall, N. C., Dec. 

I 6, 1862. 
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Name. 

O'Neil, ,vmiam 13 . . • 
Osborn, Charles H. • . 
Osborn, Herbert . . . 
O'Shaughnessy, Thomas 
Owens, Joseph • • • . 
Packard, Elisha . • . 
Page, Albert K.. . . . 
Page, Thaddeus • • • 
Page, \Villiam C. . • . 
Palmer, James M. . • • 
Park, Charles S. . • . 
Park, Edward • • . . 
Parker, Harrison, 2d . . 
Parker, Henry A. • • • 
Parker, Joseph S. . . . 
Parker, Stephen H. . . 

Parkinson, John, Jr. . . 

Parsons, Michael A. . . 

Parsons, William . • • 
Patten, Christopher C. . 
Patten, Jason M. . . . 
Patten, Thomas H. . . 

~ Payne, John • . • . . 
Peabody, Lyman E. • . 
Peakes, John D. . • • 
Pear, Thomas . . . • 
Pearce, John H. . . . 
Pearce, \ViHiam \V. . • 
Penderghast, James . . 
Perkins, Asa B. . . . . 

Rank, 

Sergeant 
Private 

" ,, 
,, 
,, 
,, 

Corporal 
" 

Private 
" ,, 
u 

" 
" 
" 

2d Lieut. 

Sergeant 

Private 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" ,, 
" 

Age at 
Co. Enlist- Enlisted from. Last known Residence. Last known Occupation. 

ment, Remarks. 

K 
C 
F 
I 
F 
H 

D 
C 
I 
E 
I 
H 
G 
H 
I 

K 

E 

D 
B 
C 
E 
D 
H 
C 
D 
E 
D 
n 
K 

22 
,,,, ' 
-- I 

I9j 
20 

19 
18 
23 
22 
2[ 

:?( 

20 

18 
22 
23 
:?O 

32 
22 

Boston • • 
Boston • • 
Somervi1le • 
Dorchester . 
Boston . . 
Quincy • . 
Boston • • 
Boston . . 
Hoston . • 
\Vcston . . 
Groton • . 
Chelsea . . 
'Winchester 
Cambridge . 
Holliston . 
Billerica . • 

\V. Roxbury 

Charlestown 

. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Boston . . . . 
Chicago, IH. . . 
Boston . . . . 
Quincy . • . . 

• • • • I • • I 

New York ... 
New York • . . 
:Milo, l\f e. . . . 
Savannah. Ga. . 
Uoston . . . . 
Boston • • • . 
Cambridge . • • 
Kansas City, ~Io. . . . . . . . 
Boston . . . . 
Boston . . . . 

Cambridge . New York . . . 
Newton • . N cwton . . . . 
\V. Cambridge . . . . . . 
,vatertown. . . . . . . . 
Boston . • Boston . . . 
Middleton . l\Ii<ldlcton . . 
Cambridge . Halifax, N. S.. . 
Cambridge . Boston • . . . 
Boston . . \Valpolc • . • . 
Malden . • .Maplewood. • . 
Newton . . Chicago, Ill. . . 
SomerviJle . . . . . . • • 

. . . . . . . 
• • • I I 

Leather . . . . 
Salesman . . . 
Salesman . . 

Died at Boston, l\fay 27, 1864. 
Died at Boston, Jan. 19, 1866. 

Lead-works . . . Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 
• Died at Boston, July 3, 1863. . . . . . 

Clerk . • . • 
Ag't Howe Scales 
Carpenter . . . 
U.S. Int. Rev. . Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 
Fireman,Lowcll R.R. 
Mahogany • . • 
Clcrgrman • . . 
Cond r Pullman Co. 

. . . . 
Banker 

R. Est. & Insurance 

Broker . . . . 
Bank teller . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . 

Teleg. constructor 
Shoemaker . . . 
\Vholesalc grocer . 
Jeweller . . . . 
Farmer . . . . 
Rubber Factory • 
Painter . . . . .. . . . . . 

I 

l 

Re-enlisted. Chap. XV. Dietl at' 
Petersburg, Va, July 30, 1864. 

Promoted from Sergeant, Feb. 26, 
1863. 

Priv. Co. L, 5th U.S. Cav., Feb. 22, 
1873. · 1st Scrgt. Feb. 22, 1Si8, 
to - 1883. Rec'd two medals 
from Government. 

Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 

Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 



Perkins, Ezra . . . . 
Perkins, Henry J. . 
Perkins, \Villiam E. 

. . 

Perry, Samuel S. • . • 
Peterson, Frederick 0. 
Pettingill, Edward l\L 
Pettis, \Villiam H.. . • 
Phillips, James L .. 
Phipps, Thomas F. . . 
Pierce, Augustus F. . . 
Pierce, Henry T. . . . 
Pierce, J. Homer . 
Pierce, \Villiam I-I. 
Pierson, Alexander . . 
Pinkham, Theodore . . 
Piper, George F. · . . . 
J>itman, John \V., Jr .. 
Plimpton, Merrill F. . 
Plummer, Charles L .. 
l 1ollitz, John C. . . . • 

Pollo, Antonio F. . . . 
Pollo, Joseph B. . . . 
Pond, Albert C. . . . . 
l'ond, Benjamin F.. . • 
Poole, Francis H. • . . 

Pope, George • . . . 
Pope, George B. . . . 
Pope, Richard . . . . 
Potter, Albert F. . . . 

Potter, Alexander R. . . 

Private 

" 
Sergeant 

Private 
Musician 
Private 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
u 

" 
" 
" 
" ,, 
" 

" 

" 
1st Scrg. 
Private 

" 
Corporal 

Private 
" 

Sergeant 

Private 

G 

F 
F 

H 
H 
E 
K 
I 
G 
C 
E 
G 
A 
K 
I 
E 
F 
E 
C 
F 

C 
C 
E 
I 

F 

-E 
C 
B 

I 

18 

23 
24 

20 

19 
21 
18 
18 
18 
22 
18 
21 
20 
2Z 

,, --.) 

18 

20 

19 
21 

18 

20 

19 
20 

Dorchester • 

Boston 
Boston 

. . 

Southbridge 
Boston . . 
Boston . . 
l\f eel way. . 
Malden . . 
Dorchester . 
Dorchester . 
\Vatcrtown . 
Dorchester . 
Chelsea . 
Sherborn 
Chelsea . . 
Cambridge. 
Malden • . 
Boston 
Boston 
Boston 

Boston 

Boston 
Boston . . 
llc]mont. . 
\Vcston . 

Brookline . 

\Va1tham . 
Boston 
Newton . . 

Malden • • 

. . . . . . . 
Boston . . 

Southbridge 
Boston . . 
Boston . . . . . . . . . 
Bridgeport, Conn. . . . . 
Boston . 
New.York 
Boston 
Everett 
. . . 
Boston 
Boston . 
Fitchburg 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . 

. . . . " 

Boston 
Hoston . . . . 
Littleton Centre . . . . . 
Boston . 

\Valtham 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . . . . . 
Boston . . . . 

. . . . . 
Bookkeeper . . . . . . 
Merchant 
Caulker 
Clerk . 

. . 

. . . . . . . 
Tanner . . . . . . 
Salesman. 
Physician. 
Merchant 

. . . . . . 

. . . . . . . 

. . . . . 
Paper . 
Lawyer 
. . . . 

Insurance 
. . . . 

. . . 

. . . . . 
Machinist . . . 
Stove manufacturer 
Farmer . . . . . . . 
Lumber 

Grocer . . . . 

Shipping clerk . . 

Re~enlisted. Chapter XV. Died at 
Boston, June 30, I 87 4. 

Dis. Feb. 13, 1863. Promotion. 
Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. Died 
at Boston, Jan. 18, 1879. 

Dicd-

Dis. Oct 6, 1862. Disability. 

Dis. Oct. 4, 1862. Disability. 
Rc-en1istcd. Chapter XV. 
Dis. Oct. 7, 1862. Disability. 
Died at New Berne, N. C., Jan. 7, 

1863. 
Killed at \Vhitchal]l N. C., Dec. 

16, 1863. 

Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. Died 
at \Vellcsley, Dec. 41 1886. 

Dis. April 16, 1863. · Promotion. 
Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 

Died at Boston, Nov. 30, 1880. 
Died at N cw Berne, N. C., Jan. 29, 

1863. 



(J.) , Age at 
t,.) Name. Rank. Co. Enlist- Enlisted from. Last known Residence. Last known Occupation. Rei Jrks. 0\ ment. ----

Powell, John S .• • . • Private F 34 Chelsea . . Boston • . . . Custom House. . Powers, Stephen A. . . Corporal G 22 Boston . . Pensacola, Fla. . I . . . . I I Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. Pratt, Edward h • . • Private H 20 Framingham Framingham . I Hatter. . . . . Pratt, George . ,, 
I 18 Boston . . Philadelphia, Pa .. Carpenter Re~enlisted. Chapter XV. 

. . . . . I Pratt, Lorenzo " K 23 Sherborn \Vorcester Carpenter . . . 
I I . • . . I Pratt, W clli"9ton H .. " H 19 Framingham Hudson, Mich. . . . . . . . Pratt, ,v illar J. . . " H 18 \Vcymouth. Died at \Veymouth, Jan. 13, 1865. • . . . . . . . . . . . . . Preston, George 0. . " C 21 Boston . . Boston Bank teller . . . . . . . Price, Fitz James, Jr .. " E 28 Cambridge . Boston Shirt-cutter I . . . . • . . . Priest, John D. . . . . Corporal G 20 Boston . . . . I . . . . . . . . . . . Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. Died a t 

Prince, George C. . Private N. Andover 
Georgetown, J tmc 22, 1864, . . I 20 Lowell I I • . Bookseller . . . Proctor, George . . " C IO Boston Boston Building-mover Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 

. . . . . . . . 
> 

., 
Purbeck, Marcellus A. " I IO Boston Boston Exprcssman . Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 

. .,, . . . . . . . . 
'"d Pulsifer, George L. " E 16 Boston Boston Salesman . .-c, 

. . . . . . . . . . . 
tT1 Ramsati Edwin A. " E 20 Cambridge . Springfield . Hats and Caps. . . . I I z Rand, dwin R. • . . Sergeant A 29 Boston . I Boston . . I . Carpenter . . . t, Rand, George E. • Private I 18 \Veston I-! 

. I . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
X Rand, George \V. • " I 41 \Veston . . . • . . . . . I . . . • Randall, ,Villiam • " C 40 Cohasset • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rawson, Samuel G. " E 19 Boston Died at Boston, l\larch 5, 1865. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ray, George H .. " C 20 Boston Died at l\-lillcrsburg, Pa., Jan. I 
. I . 

I . . . . . • . . . . . I . 
1879 • Ravmond, Edward G. H G 19 Andover. Hersey, Mich .. Mine-owner . . . . . . Raymond, Walter L .. " G 18 Andover. Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. Diec l • . . . . . . . . . . • . . . I 

~ 

in prison at Salisbury, N. c. 
' Dec. 25, 1864. Rea, J. Pierrepont. " C 22 Boston Boston Clerk . . . . . . . . . I . . . Read, Charles E. " D 18 Boston Boston Produce . . . . . . . . . . . . . Read, Henry F. . • u B 19 Newton No. Adams. Loco. engineer . Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. . . . . . I . Redman, David F. " I 22 Malden Maplewood Stair-builder Drummer Co. K, I 7th Mass., Jul y 

. . . . . . • . 
22 to Dec. 14, 1861. Recd, Harrison T .. ,, 

E 21 Chelsea . Boston Showman I . . . . . . . . . Reed, John A. . . . . " D 20 Hingham Boston Carpenter . . . . . . . . Reed, William Garrison. " D 20 Boston 1Boston Insurance I I . • • . . . . 



Rennarcl, George \V. . . 
Reynolds. Frank \V. 
Rhoades, Charles J. . . 
Rhoades, Lawrence . . 

Rice, Charles C. . . . 
Rice, Franklin C. . . . 
Rice, James B., Jr. ·. . 
Richardson, Edward . 

Richardson, Frederick \V. 
Richardson, Gedney K •. 
Richardson, Herbert ll 
Richardson, J amcs l\l. . 

Richardson, Spencer \V. 
Richardson, \Valter 11. . 
Richmond, \Villiam T. 
Ridge, Edwin B. . 
Riley? Christopher 
Rvbbms, J amcs A. 
Roberts, Charles H. 
Roberts, \Villiam C. 
Robinson, James H. 
Robinson, Richard T. 
Robinson, \Villiam \V. 
Rodgers. Lucius 1-1. C. 
Rogers, George R. 
Rogers, Lysander \V. 
Rogers, \Villiam 1\1. • 
Rollins, Charles E. 

Rollins, George M. 
Russel, Cabot J. 

Russel], George . . . 
Russell, Henry \V. 

Private 
Captain 
Pri\'ate .. 

'' 
Corporal 
Private 

.. 
Sergeant 
Private 
Captain• 

" 
Private 

" 
Corporal 
Private 

,. 
,, 
" 
" 
" ,, 
" 

Sergeant 
Private .. 

Sergeant 

Private 
" 

H 
K 
K 
I 

H 
F 
E 
E 

C 
H 
I 

A 

E 
B 
C 
K 
H· 
E· 
E 
I 
C 
C 
n 
G 
C 
A 
B 
C 

C 
F 

E 
H 

20 
20 

2.1 

18 

21 

19 ,,.., _ _, 

36 

21 
20 

22 
22 

20 
18 

Middleton . 
Boston • . 
\Valpole. . 
IJoston . 

\Vinchestcr. 
\V. Roxburv 
Cambridge". 
Cambridge. 

Middleton . . . 
Boston . . • . 
Hoston . . . . 
Providence, R I. 

Chicago, Ill . . 
l\lilwaukee, \Vis .. 
Boston • . 

• • • • • • I 

Gardner. . Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Boston . . Boston . . . • 
\V cs ton . . Shirley V illagc 
H ubbardstown . • • . . 

Boston . 
Newton . . 
Boston • 
\Valpole 
Framingham 
\Vatcrtown . 
Melrose . · . 
\Yeston . . 
Cambridge. 
Cambridge . 
Newton . . 
Boston . • 
Boston . . 
No. Andover 
Newton . • 
Brookline 

Brookline 
Bost01\ · 

Boston . . 
Middleton 

Boston . . . 
Berlin . . . . 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
Fall River . . 
Framingham • • 
Chicago, I 11. . . 
New York . . . 
Detroit City, Minn. 
Cambriclgc . . . 
Firesteel, Dak. . . . . . 
Chelsea . . . 
Boston . . . . 
Boston . 
Hartford, Conn .. . . . . 
Boston . . . . . . . . . . 

Boston . . . • 
N. Conwav, N. H. 

Farmer . . 
Merchant . 
Letter-carrier 
Clerk . . . 

Merchant 

. . 

. . . . 
Laundry . • . 
Hats, Caps, & Furs 

111 • • • • 

Clerk 
Merchant . . . 
. . . . . 
. . . . . . 

Banker . . . . 
Farmer & Tinsmith 
Iron 
Bleacher . . . . 
Laborer , . . 
R. R. Agent • 
Clerk . . • . . . . 
Grocer 
Clerk . . . . . 

. . . . 
Looking-glass mfr. 
President Ins. Co. 
Electrotypcr 
Salesman . . . 

Salesman 

Merchant . . • 
Farmer and Ice 

Rcaenlisted. Chapter XV. 
Resigned Dec. 28, 1862. 
Reaenlisted. Chapter XV. 
Dis. June 4, 1863 Disability. Re~ 

enlisted. Chapter XV. 
Dis. April 14, 1863. Disability. 

Dis. March 24, r863. Disability. 
Died in Ireland, March 4, 1879. 

Dis. l\fay 18, 1863. Disability. 
Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. Died 

at Boston, Oct. 7, 1878. 

I Re-enlisted. , Chapter ~ V. 

1Rc-enlisted. Chapter XV. 
Dis. Jan. 14, 1863. Disability. 

Killed at Rawle's l\Iills, N. C., Nov. 
:.?, 1862. 

Dis. Apr. 15, 1863. Disability. 
Dis. :Mar. 31, 1863. Promotion. Re

enlisted. Chap. XV. Killed at 
Ft. Wagner, S. C., July 18, 1863. 



Name. 

Russell, Hubbard, Jr. 

Russell, J. \Villard • • 
Rvder, Samuel N. . . . 
Sackrider, George 1\1. . 
Safford, De Forest . · . 
Safford, Augustus \V. . 
Salsbury, Bowman G. . 
Sampson, \Valdo ll. . . 
Sanderson, \Villiam P. . 
Sanford, George S. . . 
Sanford, Joseph \V. . . 
Sargent, John T., Jr. . . 
Savery, \Villiam E. . • 
Sawin, George \V. • . 
Sawyer, Frank P. . . . 
Sawyer, Lyman J. . . . 
Sawyer, \Villard G. . . 
Sawyer, \Villiam F. . . 
Saver, Frederick A. . • 
Schayer, Edward A. . • 

Scudder, Elisha G. . • 
Seavy, Thomas . . . . 
Sedwick, Joseph I-1. • • 
Shackford, J olm T. • • 
Shackford, Silas T. • • 
Shaughnessy, Michael . 
Sheafc, Mark W. . . • 
Sherman, John M. . • • 
Simmons, Samuel A. . . 
Simmons, \Villiam A. . 
Simpkins, \Villi~m H. . 

Rank. 

Private 

Corporal 
Private 

" 
" 
" ,, 
" 
" 
" 
" 

Corporal 
Private 

" 
" 
u 

h 

" 
" 

Corporal 
Private 

" 
Corporal 
Private ,, 

" 
H 

" 
Corporal 

" 

Age at 
Co. Enlist- Enlisted from. Last known Residence. Last known Occupation. 

mcnt. 

A 

A 
F 
C 
F 
H 
B 
E 
K 
F 
H 
A 
D 
D 
C 
G 
H 
E 
D 
A 

G 
K 
ll 
I 
A 
I 
I-I 
E 
G 
F 
F 

20 

28 
26 
19 
22 
22 

17 

36 
20 

21 

20 

2:? 

..,.., --..,., 
-.) 

I 
Malden . . Malden . . 

\V. Cambridge Arlington . . . 
Boston . . Boston . . . . 
Brookline . . • . . . . . 
Belmont. . Fairfax, Vt. . . 
Boston . . I-I udson . . . . 
Ne,vton . . . • • . • . . 
lloston . . Boston • • . 
\V. Roxbury Boston • 
Medwav. Syracuse, N. Y. 
Framingham • . . . . . 
Boston . . Chicago, Ill. . 
Carver . • New York . . . 
Boston • . Boston . . . . 
Lowell • • Tyngsboro' . . • 
Boston . . . . . . . • . 
Boston . . . . . . . . . 
Malden . . . . . . . . 
Boston . . . . . . . • . 
Roxbury. . Boston . . . . 

Boston . 
\V. Roxbury 
Newton . . 
l\lalden • . 
Boston . 
Cambridge. 
Roxbury. . 
\Valtham . 
Roxbury. . 
Chelsea . . 
\V, Roxbury 

St. Louis, Mo. . 
Oxford, l\fc. . . 
Indianapolis, Ind. 
Boston . . . . 

• • • I • • • 

Cambridge . . 
Elk Point, Dak. • 
\Valtham . . . 
St. Louis, l\10.. . 
New York ... . . . . . . . 

Gas-fitter 

. . . . . 
Salesman 

. . . 
Clergyman 

I I • I I I 

I I I I I • I 

Theatrical agent . 
l\lachinist . . . 
Shoe manufacturer 

I I I • I I e 

Trapper . • . . 
Hollow-ware . . 
Furnishing Goods 
Farmer • . . . 
. . . . . . . 
. . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Salesman. • . . 

\VhoJesalc Grocer 
Hotel-keeper • . 
Missionary A.S. S.U 
Bookkeeper . . . . . . . . . . 
Brush-maker . . 
Flour-mill & l .um bcr 
Dentist . . . . 
Clerk . . . . 
Lawyer . . . . 

I e I • I I I 

Remarks. 

Priv. Co. E, 5th l\lass., l\Iay I to 
July 3 I, 1861. 

Dis. Oct. 3, 1863. Disability. 

Dis. Jan. 23, 1863. Disability. 
Died at Framingham, June 7, 186i 
Dis. l\larch 9, 1863. Disability. 

M ustercd Oct. 10, 1862. 
Re-enlisted. Ch. XV. Died 
Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 
Dis. Oct. 3, 1862. Disability. 
Died at New York, l\Iay 19; 1877. 
Dis. from 1st l\fass. in 1861. U ndcr 

age. 

Dis. Jan. 31, 1863. Disability. 

Died at Aiken, S. C., 187-. 

Dis. April 16, 1863. Promotion. 
Re-enlisted. Ch. XV. Killed at 
Fort \Vagner, S. C., July 18, 1863. 



Simpson, AJphonzo . . 
Simomls, Joseph \V .. 
Sleeper, Herbert . 
Slocum, J. \Vatson 

Small, John \V. . . . 
Smallidge, \V illiam . 
Smallwood, Joseph B. 
Smith, Charles F. . . . 
Smith, Daniel C. . . 
Smith, Daniel D. . . 
Smith, Edward P .. 
Smith, Frederick \V, Jr. 
Smith, Granville 

Smith, John R. . . . . 
Smith, Paul V. . • . . 
Smith, \Villiam V. 
Snipe, Seth T. • . . . 
Soule, Charles C. . . . 

Spear, Charles C. J. . 
Spear, Horace H . . 
Spencer, Charles H. 
Spinney, James \V. . . 

Spring, " 7illiam S., Jr. 
Springer, George \V .. 
Stanfield, Henry l{. • 
Stanwood, Henry D .. 

Staples, George i\I. 
Stearns, Isaac R. . 
Stebbins, Asa H. . . 
Stebbins, Horace S. 

Private . , 
" 
" 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
h 

" 
Sergeant 
Private 

" 
" 

Captain 
Prh·atc 
2d Lieut. 

Private 
" 
" 

" 
" 
" 

Corporal 

Prh·atc 

2d Lieut. 
" 

F 
D 
F 
A 

C 
C 
H 
I 
I 

A 
E 
C 
E 

C 
K 
H 
B 
ll 

F 
K 
D 
K 

A 
C 
F 
IJ 

JI 
C 
D 
F 

19 
23 
21 

20 

19 
r9 

22 

26 
:::?O 
21 
,, ,., --

20 
20 

23 
20 

Chelsea . • 
l\lelrose . • 
Roxbury 
Holliston 

Boston • . 
Cambridge. 
Newton . 
Boston . 
Boston 
\V ellflcct 
\Valtham 
Boston 
Boston . 

Exeter, N. H. 
\Valpole. 
Boston . 
Newton . . 
Brookline • 

23 Boston . . 
20 \Valpole. 
24 · Cambridge . 
36 Sherborn 

Chelsea . . . . 
Melrose . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . 

.Boston . . . . . . . . 
Boston . . . . 
. . . . . . . 
. . . . . 
\Valtham 
Boston 

New York 
Boston 
Boston 
Bath, Mc. 
Boston . 

. . . . . . . . . 

. . . 
. . 

. . . 

. . . 

Boston . . . . 
\Valpolc. . . 
Boston . . 

17 
18 
18 
18 

Dorchester . Boston 
\V. Cambridge . . . 
Boston New York . . 
Hoston . . Brooklyn, N. Y . . 

Hotel-clerk 
Clerk 
. . . . 

. . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . 
JJoots and Shoes 
. . . 

Carver. 
. . . . . . . 
. . . . . . 

Farmer . . . . 
Clerk Fire Comm. . . . . . 
Salesman. . . . 
Salesman. 
U.S. Sub-Trcasurv 
Grocer . · 
Law pubJishcr . . 

Lieutenant police . 
Machinist . . . 
Boots and Shoes . . . . . . 
Contracting agt. 
. . . . . 

Cotton-broker ·. 
. . . . . . . 

20 Concord. . 
20 Chelsea 

San Francisco, Ca]. C]crk . . . . 
23 Boston 
2c Boston 

. . . . . . . 
Tombstone, Ariz. . . . . . . . 

. . . . 
Mining . . . . . . . . 

Re-enlisted. Chapter XV . 
Died at Boston, April 18, 187 4. 
Killed at \Vhitehall, N. C., Dec. 16, 

1862 . 

Died at Cambridge, 1863. 

Lost at sea about January, 1~73. 

Died in Virginia, Oct. 27, 1873. 
Jforicd at Thompson, Ga. 

Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 

1'I ust. Oct. 6. I 862. Pro. from Pri
vate, Co. F., Oct. 27, 1862. Re~ 
enlisted. Chapter XV. 

Dis. Jan. 14, 1863. Disabilitv. 
Died at Boston, Jan. 19, 1886. " 

Mustered Oct. 8, 1862. 

Sen·ed previously in Sub~istencc 
Dept., 3d Brigade, Fitz J olui 
Porter's Division. 

Died at Boston, Aug. 10, 1883. 

Pro. from 1st Scrgt., l\fay r, 1863. 
Died at Boston, July 7, 1867. 



;\ge at 
Enlisted from. . Name. Rank. Co • Enlist- Last known Residence. 

ment. 

Stedman, Joseph F. • . Private K 28 Roxbury . . . . . . . • I 'teelc, Charles L .. " A 2( I Boston Auburndale . . . . . . 
Stephenson, Ezra T. C. . ,, 

D Hingham Hingham 20, . . . . 
Stephenson, ,vmiam L .. " l) "3 ! Hingham . . . . . . . . 
Stevens, Anthony .. " F ;I I Lawrence Springfield . . . . . . 
Stevens, Edward L. 

,, 
E 20 Brighton • • . . . . I . . . 

s 

" D So. Scituate Charlestown Stevens, Ilorace P. • • ::m . . 
Stone, John H .. " G 19 Belmont. Belmont. • . • . . . . 
Storrow, Charles . • • Captain F 21 Uoston . . Boston . . . . 
Storrow, Samuel . • . Corporal H 19 Boston . . . . . . . . . 

Stover, Albert R. " F Boston Boston . . • 30 . . . . . . 
Sturges, Frederick W. Private I◄" 18 Cambridge . Concordia, Kan .. • 
Sturtevant, Charles \V. " l) 18 Roxbury. San Francisco, Cal. • . 
SulJivan, I Ienry D. . • Captain J) 2( Boston . . Salem . . . . 
Sumner, Clarence • . • 1st Scrg. I 29 Dorchester . Grafton . . . . 
Surplus, Charles . . . Corporal H 30 Newton . . . . . . . . . 
Sutton, Charles C .. • . Private l~ 18 Boston . . . ' . . . . . 
Sweeny, \Villiam J. " n 20 Newton . • . . . . . . . . . 
Sylvester, Avery . u K 18 Ashland. • • . . . . . . 
Sylvester, James \V. " B 29 Newton • • . . . . I . . . . 
Sylvester, Reuben . " K 20 Sherborn . • . • . . . . 
Tackney, John . • " E 24 Boston . . . . • • . . . . • Tappan, A mos K. . u A 19 Boston . . . . • • . . . . . 
Taylor, J. l lcnry . u D 2::? Boston Bellevue, Fla .. . • . . . 
Taylor, John P. . " A ::?O Tewksbury. Medford. . . . . . 
Taylor, Theodore E. . . 1st Lieut. F 29 Newton . . . . . . . . . 
Taylor, ,vmiam A. • . Private I 21 Boston . . • . . . . . . 
Teague, Frank \V. • . Corporal n 24 Newton . . . . . . . . . 
Teel, \Villi:un F. . . . Prh·ate A 21 \V. Cambridge Arlington . . . 

Last known Occupation. 

. . . . . . 
Brakeman . . . 
Clerk . . . . . . . . . . . 
\Vatchmakcr . . . I . . . . . 
Provisions . . . 
Farmer . . . . 
Cotton-buyer . . . . • . . . • 

Theatrical agent . 
Lawyer . . . . 
Com. merchant . 
1\1 ill treasurer . . 
Farmer ' . ' ' . . . . . . . 

' . . . . . . . . . . . 
• . • I . . . . . . . . 
• . . . . . 
• • . . . . . . • . . . . 

Planter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . 

Butcher • . . . 

Re marks. 

Dis. Feb. 17, 18 63. Disability . 

I 
i Died at Hingha 
! 

m, Oct. 27, 187 5. 

Re-enlisted. Ch. 
ken's l\Ii11s, S. 

Re-enlisted. Cl 

XV. Killed at Iloy
C., Apr. 18, 1865. 

at Averysboro 
1865. 

1apter XV. Killed 
', N. C., l\Iarch 16, 

• 
Re-enlisted. CJ 1aptcr XV • 

Died-
Died at Hoston, March 28, 1869 . 
Killed on R R. 

Died at Boston, Jan. 17, 1886. 

Pro. from 2d I _jcut., l\ray I, 1863. 
York, Nov. 17, 1871. 
hapter XV. Died at 

Died at New 
Re-enlisted. C 

Boston, Dec. 4. I8j8. 
Re-enlisted. Cl 1aptcr XV. Died at 

g. 17, 1866. St. Louis, Au 



Te1nple, Horace \V. . . 
Tewksbury, George I I. 
Thayer, Albert F. . . 
Thayer, Joseph H., Jr. 
Thomas, David J. . . 
Thomas, Henry A. 
Thomas, John C. C .. 
Thompson, Frank D. . 
Thompson, \Villiam H •. 
Tilden, Joseph • • • . 

Tilton, Daniel P. • • • 
Tirrell, Loring C. • • . 
Tisdale, Francis A. • . 
Tobey, Theodore F. 
Torrcv, Joseph C. . . • 
Tourtcllot, Edward P. • 
Tower, Herman C. 
Towle, John E. . . • • 
Townsend, Albert \V. • 

Treat, \Villiam P. . • • 
Trescott, Edward \V. • 
Tri pp, George L. . . • 

Trott, George F. . . • 
Trott, Samuel P. • • • 
Trout, Thomas K. • . • 
Trowbridge, \Villiam 0 .. 
Tucker, Charles E. • • 

Tucker, Eli . . • . • 
Tufts, Francis \V. . • • 
Tufts, Nathaniel \V. \V • 
Tukcy, John E. . . . • 
Tuite, Thomas J. . . . 

Private 
" 

Sergeant 
Private 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

Sergeant 

Priva~c .. 
Corp·lral 
Private 
Sergeant 
Pri\'ate 

" 
" 
" 

(( 

" 
1st Serg. 

Private 
" 
" 
" 

Corporal 

Private 
" 
" 
" 
" 

C 
F 
E 
I 
C 
K 
A 
A 
H 
I 

ll 
K 
K 
A 
I 
n 
E 
B 
G 

D 
C 
D 

A 
E 
K 
B 
E 

D 
B 
B 
A 
H 

19 

22 

23 

30 
20 

:?O 

20 

29 
19 
20 

19 

21 

19 
21 

18 
20 
19 
26 
25 

25 
39 
27 
24 
19 

Boston . . 
Boston . . 
Newton . 
Braintree 
Boston . 
\Va1pole. 
Beverly . . 
Dorchester . 
Framingham 
Boston . . 

Newton . . 
\Vcvmouth . 
\Valpole. . 
\Vareham . 
Boston . • 
Charlestown 
\Va1tham • 
Newton . . 
Boston . . 

Canton • 
Roxbury. 
Boston • • 

Roston • • 
Boston • • 
Boston • • 
Newton • • 
Boston • • 

. . . . . 
Boston . . . . 
l\laple ll ill, Kan. 
Fall River 
\Vare • • • . . 
Boston 
. . . . . . . 
. . . . 

Toledo, Ohio . . . . . 

. . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . 
Charlestown 
Hudson . . . 

t e t I t e I 

' . . . . . . . 

Medford. 
New York 

. . . 
. . 

Junction City, Kan. 
Boston • . • . 
Boston • • • • 
Newton • • • . 
Salida, Cal. 

Malden • • Rockton, Kan. 
Chelsea , Boston • . . 
Nc,vton • . . . . • . • . 
\V. CamLridge . . . . . • • 
Boston . . Boston • . . . 

. . . 
Salesman. . . . 
Farmer 
Apothecary . • . . . . . 
Broker 

. . . 
. . . 
. . . . 
. . . . 
. . . . . 

. ,, . . 
. . . 

Clerk, F. R. R. 
Machinist . • • . . . . . . . . . . . 

Merchant. 
J cwclry . 

. . . 
Bookseller . 
Express . . . . 

Died at Titusville, Pa., -
Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 

Dis. April 15, 1863. Disability. 

Died at -, June 6, 1867. 

Dis. April 1, 1863. Promotion. Re
enlisted. Chapter XV. Died at 
Honolulu, H. I., July 9, 1885. 

Died-

Died --
Died at Cohasset, Aug. 26, 1877. 
Died at Danvers, Feb. 19, 1881. 

Died at Kn. City, Mo.July 2c, 1882. 
Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. Died in 

prison at Florence, S. C., Jan. 
1865. 

Rc-cnlistccl. Chapter XV. 
Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. Died at 

Alfred, i\Ic., March 13, 1867. 

Prov. R. R. . . Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 
Sup.Mason & Hamlin 
?>.lining • • . . Dis. Apr. 26, 1863. Promotion. 

Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 
Farmer 
Janitor 

Plumber 

. . . . 

. . . . Died at Crafton, Cal., J unc 27, 187 5. . . . . 

..... 



Name. 

Tuttle, Horace P. . . . 
Tuttle, Otis . . • • • 
Tweed, \Villiam H. . • 
Twitchell, Nathan R. . 
Tyler, Charles . . . . 
Tyler, Herbert . . • • 
Tyler, Philo S. . . . • 
Upham, Aclfur J. . . . 
Upham, Edwin P. . . . 
Upton, Lucius E. . . . 
Van Voorhis. Gulian H. 
Vinson, S. \Villard . . 
Vose, Clifton H. . . . 

\Vadc, John K. . . . 
\Vaitt, Reuben A. . . . 
,v alcott, George P. I • 

\Valdron, Franklin \V. . 
,valker, E. Clifford . . 
,valkcr, Samuel A. . . 

\Va11, Charles J. . . . 
\Vallacc, Edwin A. . . 
,v allacc, J amcs A. . . 
,vard, Charles F. . . . 
\Vard, \Villiam F. . • . 
\Varc, Robert . . . . 

Ware, \Villiam . . . • 
Vv arner, Henry E. 

Rank. 

Private 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

Sergeant 
Corporal 
Private 

" ,, 
" 
" 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

Corporal 

Private ,, 
Corporal 
Private ,, 
Surgeon 

Private 
" 

Age .,t 
Co. Enlist- Enlisted from. Last known Residence. Last known Occupation. 

ment. 
Remarks. 

D 

K 
F 
E 
E 
I 

C 
G 
I 
A 
E 
C 
D 

D 
H 
E 
I 
C 
B 

A 

A 
D 
E 

C 
A 

23 

26 
22 
21 

19 
18 
20 
18 
18 
19 
19 
23 
21 

23 
18 
JI 
18 
:?I 

22 

Cambridge . 

Boston . 
Boston . . 
Boston . . 
Cambridge . 
Andover . 
Boston . . 
Boston . . 
\Veston . . 
Cambridge . 
l\laldcn . . 
Dorchester . 
So. Scituate 

Boston . . 
Malden . 
Boston . . 
Boston . . 
Brookline . 
Newton . . 

Roxbury . 
\Vinchester 
l\lalclcn . . 
Boston . . 
Cambridge. 
Boston . . 

Milton 
lloston 

\Vashington, D. C. Astronom.cr 

Boston . . 
Salida, Cal. 
. . . . . . . 

Boston . . . . 
Boston . . . . 

. . . . . 
\Vashington, D. C. 

HO!:;ton 
Boston 

Lowell 

Salesman 
Mining 

\Vool-grader 
Clerk . . 

• • • • • I • 

Smithsonian Inst. 

Clerk . . . . . 
Hats and Caps 
. ' . . . . 

Dis. Apr. 26, 1863. Promotion. 
Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 

Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 

Died at Cambridge, Ftb. 21, 1871. 
Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 

Died at New Berne, Jan. 18, 1863. 

Re-enlisi:ed. Chap. XV. Died in 
prison, Oct. 28, 1864. Buried at 
Charleston, S. C. 

. . Physician . . . 
. . . . . • . Died at Charlestown, July 2 5, 1873 

Boston . . . . Clerk . . . . . Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 

Boston 
Newton . 

. . . . . Died at Boston, June 30, 1863. 
Real Estate . . . Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 
Supt. Terra Cotta 

Lumber Co. . . 
Boston . . . . Sewing-machines . 
Sheboygan F'lls\Vis. Showman . . Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 
Everett . . . Bookkeeper . . 
Boston . . . Mirrors • . . . 
Cambrid!!e • . . Clerk . • . . . .., 

Publisher . . . . . . . . 

Died at \Vashington, N. C., Apr 
10, 1863. Previous service with 
Sanitarv Commission. 

Dis. l\larch 14, 1863. Disability. 
Dis. Oct. 7, 1862. Disability. Af 

terwards sen·ed in Signal Corps 
Died at Tewksbury, 187-. 



\Varren, Joshua ll. . . 
\Varren, William H. . . 
\Vashburn, Albert.. . . 
\Vashburn, John A. . . 
\Vaterman, James H., Jr. 
\Vaterman, Rodolph C .• 
\Vat son, Edgar . . 
\Vatson, George C. . . 
\Vebber, Edwin F. 
,v ebster, Frank G. 
\Vebster, George \V .. 
\Vebster, George \V. . . 
\Vebster, Henry \V. 
'\V eeks, George :\l. . . 
\V clch, Thomas . . . 
\Veld, George l\il. . • • 

\Veld, Richard H. . . . 
\V cll!ngton, George F. S. 
\Vellmgton, John M .. 
Wellington, \Villiam S. 
\Ventworth, George A. 
\Ventworth, James F. 
\V cntworth, John H. . . 
Wentworth, Philip H., Jr. 
\V cs ton, George . . . 

\V ctherbce, Gustavus E. 
\Vet here 11, Alonzo B. 
\Vetherell, Horace B. 

\Vethercll, John \V. 
\Vhall, Clifton H .. 
\Vheaton, James \Y. 
\Vheeler, Charles E. 

\Vheeler, Frank D. 

Private 
" 
" 
" 
" 

Corporal 
Private 

" 
" 
" 
" 

Corporal 
Private 

" 
" 

1st Sergt. 

Captain 
Private 

" 
" 
" 

Corporal 
Private 

" 
" 

" 
1st Sergt. 
Private 

Cl 

" . " 
" 
,, 

E 
C 
I 
B 
D 
1) 

K 
G 
F 
G 
H 
I 
H 
H 
B 
F 

K 
A 
A 
A 
K 
K 
K 
C 
F 

B 
B 
B 

D 
E 
A 
D 

D 

19 
19 
19 
30 
19 
22 

19 
21 

19 
21 

23 
21 
22 
18 
18 
21 

22 

20 
26 
28 

Boston . . 
Brookline 
\Veston . 
Newton . • 
Roxbury. . 
So. Scituate 
Hoston . . 
Boston . . 
Boston . . 
Cambridge . 
Cambridge. 
Boston . . 
Cambridge. 
Boston . . 
Newton . . 
\V. Roxbury 

\V. Roxbury 
\Valtham . 
\Valtham 
\Valtham . 
W. Roxburv 
\V. Roxhnry 
\Y. Roxbury 
Roxbury. 
Lincoln . 

Newton 
Newton . . 
Newton • 

19 Boston 
19 lfoston . . 
42 Roxbury. • 
23 Cambridge . 

22 Cambridge . 

• • I I I • I 

Boston . 
. . . . . . . 

Vineland, N. J. 
. . . . . 
Hanover 
. . . . 

Boston 
Boston 
Boston 
. . . . 

Dorchester . 

. . . . 
New York ... 
New York . 

. . . . . 
Hardware . . . . . . . . 
M usic-tcachcr 
. . . . . . 

Tack manufacturer . . . . . . 
Printer 
Organ-tuner . 
Banker . . . . 
Engineer. . 

Engineer • 
Coal . . . 

Hoston Commission . 
East Somerville . Crackers . . 
\Valtham . . . \Vatch-factory 
\Valtham . . \Vatch-factory 
Boston . . Artist . . 
Grafton Cen., N. H. Farmer . . . . 
Boston . . . . , • , • 
San Antonio, Tex. Sheep-raising . . . . . . 

Boston 
Boston . 

Boston 
Boston 
Boston 
Boston 

Boston 

. . 

J\sst.-Supt. Gas Co. 
Steel ••... 
. . . . . 

Manufacturer 
Restaurant . 
Sign-painter 

Salesman. . 

Dis. Oct. 1, 1862. Disability. 

Dicd-
Dis. l\Iay 28, 1863. Disability. 
Died at Cincinnati, 0., Oct., 1878. 

Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 

Declined commission in 18th l\Iass., 
:May 23, 1863. 

Pro. from 1st Lieut., Feb. 26, 1863. 

Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 

Dis. ~larch I 5, 1863. Promotion. 
Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. Died 
from wounds, Jan. 5, 1864. 

Killed in accident on n. & A. R. R., 
Oct. 12, 1870. 

Dis. April 5, 1863. To remain at 
Department Headq uartcrs. 



Name. 

\Vhcelock. Merrill G. . 
\Vheelwright, Geo. ,v ., Jr. 

,vhipple, Alonzo L. . . 
Whipple, Samuel A. F .. 
\Vhitcomb, Cummings D. 
,vhite, Edward P. . . . 

\Vhitc, James C. • . . 
\\1hite, Samuel H. . . 
\Vhite, Thomas . . . 
\Vhitmarsh, John G. . . 
\Vhitney, Charles E. . . 
Whitney, Frederick . . 
,vhitney, Henry F. . . 
Whitney, \Villiam L., Jr. 
\Vhittemore, Albert F. . 
,Vhittemorc, Curtis H. 
,vhittier, Henry C. . . 
\Vhittredgc, Forrest L. . 
\Vild, \V illiam ,v. . . 
Wilder, Victor A. . . . 
Wilder, \Villiam S. . . 
Wiley, Daniel \V. . . . 
,vilkins, Edward \V. . . 
,vilkins, J oscph G. . . 
\Vilkinson, Charles N. . 
\Villard, Edward A. • . 
Williams, Francis II. . . 
,vmiams, Stephen C. . 
\Vilmot, Har\'cy . . . 
,vilson, Charles II. . . 
\Vinning, \Villiam . . . 
\Vithington, James S. . 

Rank. 

Private 
" 

" 
" 
" 

1st Sergt. 

1st Lieut. 
Private 

" 
" 

Corporal 
" 

" 
Corporal 
Private 

" 
1st Sergt. 
Private 

" 
" 
" 

Sergeant 
Private ,, 

" 
" 
" ,, 
Cl 

" 

Co. 

F 
E 

A 
'A 

C 
E 

G 
B 
F 
A 
B 
1-I 
G 
E 
K 
C 
A 
I 
K 
E 
E 
A 
H 
A 
I 
C 
G 
H 
C 
B 
H 
B 

Age at 
Enlist· Enlisted from. Last known Residence. Last known Occupation. 
ment. R'!marks. 

19 

30 
20 
21 

18 
20 

19 
23 
18 
23 
21 

18 
20 

z7 
18 
19 
21 
22 
28 
26 
18 
23 
19 
21 

36 
18 
26 

Chelsea • . 
Roxbury. • 

Hamilton . 
Hamilton . 
Boston . . 
l\Iilton • . 

l\Iilton • . 
Quincy . . 
So. Hadley. 
Needham . 
Newton • • 
Boston . . 
Cambridge. 
Cambridge. 
\V. Roxbury 
Hopkinton. 
Boston . . 
Boston . . 
Leominster. 
Roxbury. • 
Boston . . 
\ V ell fleet . 
Middleton . 
\Vatertown . 
Chelsea . . 
Cambridge. 
Dorchester . 
Boston . 
Framingham 
Newton . . 
Lexington . 
Newton . . 

. . . . . . . 
Boston .. . . . 

Hamilton • . . 
Hamilton . . . 
Detroit, l\Iich. . 
New York . . . 

Chicago, Ill. . 
Louisville, Ky. 
So. Hadley. . 
Spencer . . . . 
. . . . . . . 

Calcutta, India . 
Galveston, Texas 
Newton . . . . 
Boston . . . . 
Little Rock, Ark. 
Providence, I<.. I. . 
Boston . . . 
\Vashington, D. C. 
New York . • • 
Boston . . 
. . . . 

Middleton 
Boston . . 
Boston . . 
Cambridge. 
. . . . .. . . 

Salem • . . . 
Boston . . . . 
\Vatertown. . . 

. . . . . 

. . . .. . . . 
Paper manufacturer 

Hotel • . . . . 
Hotel . . . . . 
Agent l\L C. R. R. 
Metal-broker . . 

Metal-broker . 
Clerk L & E. R. R. 
Stage proprietor . 
Shoe ·Foreman . . 

. . . . . 
Merchant 
Insurance 

. . . . . . 

Died at Chelsea, Nov. 17, 1866. 
Dis. Oct. 3, 1863.' Disahility. Sub

sequently Assistant Agent Sani
tarv Commission. 

Re-e11listcd. Chapter XV. 

Dis. 1\lay 30, 1862. Promotion. 
Re-enli~ted. Chapter XV. 

Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 

Died at Boston -

. . . . . . . Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 
Farmer . . • . 
Pork-packer . . . 
Jeweller . . . . 
Shoe-dealer . . . 
Clerk . . . . . 
Clerk . • . . • 
Clerk . . . . 
Steamer Captain . 
Farmer . . . . 
Salesman. . . . 
Bar-tender . . . 

Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 
Dis. Jan. 14, 1863. Disabiiity. 
Dis. l\Iay 1, 1863. Disability. 

Clerk Superior Court Re-enlisted. Chapter XY. 
. . . . . . . Died -

Bottler • 
Clothing . 
Carpenter 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . Died at Lexington, Feb. 4, 1869. 

Died at--



\Vood, Charles . . . . Private G 26 Boston . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. Died 

" A Holliston 
at Readvillc, Feb. 5, 1864. \Vood, Cyrus P. . . . 20 . . . . . 

\Voodberrv, Charles D. Com. Sergt. 22 Boston . . . . . . . . . Died at --, Nov. --, 1870. 
\Voodwani, George :\I. . Private F Holliston \Vorcester Lawyer 

. ., 24 . . Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. 
\Voodwarcl, Orlandu " K 22 Newton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
\Voodward, \Villiam \V. " l) 19 1Boston Boston Letter-carrier . . . . . . 
\Vorthley, James C. " E 32 'Boston Leavenworth, Kan. Commissary Scrgt. Re-enlisted. Chapter XV. . . . . 
\Vright, Edward P. " F 22 iBrighton Denver, Col. Bank cashier . 
\Vright, James E .. Sergeant F 23 ,Boston . l\lontpclier, Vt. . Clergyman . 
Wyer, James J., Jr. Private F 19 Harvard. . Red Lake Falls, Min. Banker . . . 
\Vyeth, John J ... " E 20 Cambridge. Boston Clerk . . . . . 
Wyett, Charles E .. " I 27 Boston .. Dis. itay 18, 1863. Disability. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

D.ied --
Yendell, Charles A., Jr .. Corporal A 22 jlloston . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Died at Boston, Aug. 26, 1874. Yendell, Paul S. Private G 18 Dorchester . Boston . . Draughtsman . . 
York, \Villiam F. " B 25 \Newton . . • . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . 
Young, Ellerk C. " K 20 ,Boston Leipsic, Saxony . Dentist . . . . . . 

~ Young, Fran · C. " G 18 Andover. San Francisco, Cal. 0 
. . . . . 

Young, Frank G. " I 20 Boston Boston en . . . . . . . . . . . . 
~ Young, George B. " G 21 Andover. Died at New Berne, N. C., Feb. 3, . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . 
~ 

1863. ~ Young, George \V. tst Sergt. G 20 ,Andover. . San l◄'rancisco, Cal. U.S. !\lint . . . 
Young, Thomas H. . . Private G 21 iBoston • . Boston . . Teamster, • . • 



336 APPENDIX. 

AGE AT ENLISTlVIENT.1 

Field 
Age. and A ll C D E F G H I K Total. 

Staff. 

- -- - ---- - ----
16 to 17 I 2 I 2 2 2 3 13 

18 I 16 15 IJ 13 :?2 13 23 19 22 :q. 181 

19 12 7 :q. IO 25 17 q 14 18 9 150 

20 12 Il 15 :?I II 6 15 12 I::? 12 127 

21 I IO 4 I .. 14 I I 17 9 6 13 6 106 
.:, 

2Z 3 JO 7 q 9 7 J.t. 7 13 9 IO 103 

23 6 8 7 II 6 8 7 5 8 5 71 

24 7 4 6 7 7 5 4 7 4 6 57 

25 3 4 8 3 ... 5 3 4 7 3 5 48 
.) 

26 to 30 I 16 :q 3 II 6 14 IO 12 IO 13 120 

, 

31 to 35 3 2 3 2 3 3 3 3 I 2 5 30 

36 to 40 :? 4 9 I I I 2 3 23 

41 to 44 · - .. I I I I I I I 7 

----- -- -- -- - - --
Total 15 IOI 103 104 102 104 103 100 IOI 102 101 1036 

1 Many of the men gave their ages more than they actually were, fearing that they would be rejected were 

the right ages known. (The compiler knows personally of several, reported at eighteen, who were barely 

sixteen.} 



RECAPITULATION: PLACES OF ENLISTMENT. 337 

CITIES AND TO\VNS TO \VHICH MEMBERS \VERE CREDITED 

AT ENLISTMENT. 

i 1"1cld' 
C D E F G I H I K Total. Cities & Towns.: and A B 

j Staff. -- - ------ -- ---- ----

Boston . 6 26 2 56 45 45 44 37 
,, .. 38 16 342 . -I 

Newton . I 93 I I I I I 99 

Cambridge 7 IO 12 20 IO 7 3 5 I 75 

Dorchester 4 4 2 . 20 7 37 

Framingham I 2 2 30 35 

Roxbury I 3 3 3 
., 6 5 3 I 2 30 . ., 

\Val pole . 30 30 

\V. Roxburv I I 3 2 22 29 

\Valtham . 6 2 15 2 I 26 

l\Ialden . ... 2 2 I 8 8 I 25 .) 
I 
I 

Chelsea . ... I I 2 9 I 3 20 
.) 

\Veston 
. I 18 I 20 . 

Needham . I I 2 J 14 

W.Camb .. 7 5 2 14 

Andover . I II I IJ 

Brookline . I I s I 2 13 

No.Andover 7 I 4 12 

Sherborn • 12 12 

Other towns 
in Mass.1 5 22 4 13 29 15 24 17 26 16 14 185 

Other towns 
outside State2 I 4 5 

---· -- --- ---- ---- -- ---- --
Total . . 15 IOI 103 104 102 104 103 JOO IOI, i ,102 IOI • 1036 

1 This includes sixty-three cities and towns. One town is credited with nine members ; three, with eight: 
three, with seven : three, with six; four, with five; five, with four; eight, with three; thirteen, with two; 

and twenty-three towns with one member each. 
2 This represents the States of Maine, New Hampshire, Vennont, and \Visconsin. 

22 



GENERAL RECAPITULATION OF MUSTER ROLLS . 

• 1 I : Fte d and , A B C D E F G H I K Total. Staff. ' 

151 
-

\ 
Whole number of names on rolls . . . IOI 103 104 102 104 103 100 IOI [02 IO[ 1036 

Discharged before leaving Readville 1 . . . . \ I 2 3 I 3 3 2 . . I . . 16 

Dcserted1 . . . . . . . . . . . . I I . . . . . . . . . . I . . . . 3 

Died in sen·ice . . . . . . . I 8 2 9 . . I 4 5 I I 3 3 37 

Died since muster out . . . . . . 6 11 24 15 18 17 21 18 18 25 14 187 

Number concerning whom we could obtain 
8 8 no reliable information:.! . . . . . . . . 8 2 I . . 3 IO 9 21 70 

-- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --
Total to be dedt,ctcd . . . . . 7 29 37 35 21 22 28 28 30 38 38 313 

Number to be accounted for in accompany- I I 

ing tables . . . : . . . . . . . 8. 72 66 69; 81 82 75 72 71 64 63 723 
I I 

1 Of these we have not attempted to obtain the record. There were a few who were unable to pass the surgical examination, but who were closely identified with the regiment 
whose record is given. 

2 Of this number probably a very large proportion is dead. 

C;.J 
C;.J 
00 



RECAPITULATION: RESIDENCES. 339 

RECAPITULATION 

OF LAST KNOWN RESIDENCES OF THOSE MEMBERS FROM WHOl\l WE HAVE 

HEARD OR OF WHOM WE HAVE OBTAINED RELIABLE INFORMATION. 

Field 
States. and 

Staff. 
A B C D E F G H I K Total. 

- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- - ----
Hoston . . . . . . . 4 20 20 ,.,3 41 34 30 33 13 27 2:? 282 .) 

;\lass. ( except Hoston) . ,., 37 30 9 12 24 15 17 34 17 30 228 . .) 

-- - -- - --- -- - -- -- -- - -~ 

Total in Mass. 7 57 50 47 53 58 45 50 47 44 52 510 

Arizona . . . . . . . I I 2 
' Arkansas . . . . . I I 

California ( except San Fran-
cisco) . . . . . . . I I 2 

San Francisco . 3 I I I 3 3 I 13 
Colorado . . . . 2 I 

,., . J, 
Connecticut .... I I 2 ,., I I IO . . . . - .) 

Dakota ' I I 2 . . . . . . . i 

Delaware 
I 

I I . . . . . . I Florida I 4 I 2 ... I 12 . . . . . . . I .) 

Georgia . . . . . . . I I 

IJlinois ( except Chicago) . I I 

Chicago . . . . . I l 3 3 I 2 I I 13 
Indiana . I I I .... . . . . . . .) 

Iowa . . . . . . . . I I I I 4 
Kansas . . . . . . . I I 2 I 5 
Kentucky . . . . I I 

Louisiana . . . . . - I 2 I ·3 . I 

l\Iaine 
,, 2 I I 6 . . . . . . . .. 

1\faryland . . . . . . I I 

Michigan . . . . . I I I I I 5 
Minnesota . . . . . . I I I I I 5 
. Missouri. . . . . . . 2 I I 4 
Nebraska . . . . . . I I I i New Hampshire . . . . I I I I I I 

New Jersey . . . . . I I I 2 I 6 
New l\Jexico · . . . . . J I 

New York (except New York 
6 City and Brook~·n) . . I I I I I I 

N. Y. City an Brooklyn 6 I 8 9 IO i 5 2 .... 2 S3 .) 

Ohio . . . . . . . I I 2 

Pennsylvania . . . . . I I I I 2 6 
Rhode Island . . . . . I 2 I 4 
South Carolina . . .. .. I I 

Texas. . . . . . . . I I 2 

Vermont. . . . . . I 3 I I 6 
\Vashington, D. C. . .. .. I I 2 I 5 
Wisconsin . . . . . . . I 3 2 - 6 

\Vyoming . • . . . . I I 

New Brunswick . . . . I I 

Nova Scotia . . . . . I I 

England . . . . . . . I I 

Europe . . . . . I I 2 . . 
India . . . . . . . . I I 

Unknown . . . . . . I I 

- -- -- -- - -- - -- -- - -- --
Total . . . s 72 66 69 S1 82 75 72 71 64 63 723 



340 APPENDIX. 

l{ECAPITULA TION 

OF LAST KNO\VN OCCUPATIONS OF THOSE l\IE:\IBERS FROM WHOM \VE HAVE 

HEARD, OR OF \VHOM WE HAVE OBTAINED RELIABLE INFORl\IATION 

(ARRANGED IN NUMERICAL ORDER). 

Fietdl I 
and A •B ' C D E F G ! H I I K Total 

Staff i ------------ -- -- -- -- -- - ·--- - - - -- --

Skilled Mechanics . . . 
Clerks, etc. . . . . . . 
Mechanical or Manufacturing 
• (Principals or :Managers) 
Farmers, Planters, Stock, etc. 
'Miscellaneous . . • . . 
Merchants, wholesale . . 1 
Unknown . . . . . . 
:Merchants, retail . . . . 2 

Salesmen . . . . . . 
Mercantile, miscellaneous . 
Professional, misceJlaneous 2 
Brokers and Com. Merchants 
Bookkeepers, etc. . . . 1 
R.R. Officers and Employees 
Government Officials (Na-

tional, State, and City) . 
Foremen & Superintendents 
Coachmen, Laborers, etc. 
Lawyers . . . . . . . 
Bankers and Bank Officers 
Out of business . . . . 
Clergymen . . . . • . I 
Physicians . - • · . -. . . I 
Insurance . . . . . . 
Theatrical . . . . . . 
Real Estate . . . . . 
Express . . • . • . . 
Treasurers . • . . • . 

II 
2 

1.3 
8 

II 
I 

i 
3 
3 
2 
I 

I 

:.? 

:.? 
., . -
I 
I 

I 

----------- - -
Total . . . 8 72 

16 
4 

i 
3 
I ., .-

I 
8 

4 
5 

IO 
2 

2 7 
4 , 7 
:.? '. 3 

31 
I 6 
3 2 

I 3 
6 
3 I 

I 

I 
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Emery, Caleb, his school, 14. 
Entertainments, 8 5, 100. 

"Escort," steamer, 67, 181. 57; at \Vashington, N. C., 170. 
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De Peyster, Richard V., 116, 235, 238. 
Derby, Oliver C., 276. 
Desertions, list of, 247. 
Detailed men, 81. 
Dexter, Miss :Mary L., 236. 
Died of disease, 248; of wounds, 247. 
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Gi1more, P. S., 16, 213. 
Goff, William C., 27 5. 



Goldsboro', 133; revisited, 224,. 
Goodwin, Frank, 278. 
Gordon, George H., II. 

Gore, 'vVatson, 2. 

Gould, ,villiam A., 290. 

Graham, Lieutenant, 142. 
Grant, Frederick, 9-1· 
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fJobart, David Kimball, 167, 26o. 
Hobart, George H., 27 5. 
Hobbs, Seth J., 285. 
Hodges, Almon D., Jr., 285. 
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Lawrence, Abbott, 2, 7. 
Lawrence, Charles C., 212 

Lawrence, Theodore J., 167. 
Le Cain, Charles L., 285. 
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Lee, :\Irs. Francis L., 38. 
Leonard, John, 167. 
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l\kPhec, Dr. Daniel, 246. 
l\ledical and Surgical. 233. 
Mending clothes, 90. 
Mercantile Library Association, 23. 
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N"incty-sccond N cw York, 65, 107. 
North Carolina Revisited, 223. 
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