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PREFACE 

By authority of a Presidential Letter, the Historical Records Survey 
of the Works Progress Administration was established in January, 1936 as 
pa.rt of Federal Project #1 under the national direction of Dr. Luther H. 
Evans. In fulfillment of its purpose to preserve historical source mater
ials and render them accessible to ~he scholars and the public, it has laid 
emphasis upon its survey of public archives of state, county and local 
units of government; u:pon the American Imprints Inventory, a compre
hensive recording of the early products of the printing press in each state; 
upon its survey of historical manuscript collections and upon its inventor
ies of church recor1s and those of business, labor and social organizations. 
In Massachusetts, a catalogue of early American portraits has recently been 
completed, together with an index to the Hampshire Gazette of Northampton •. 
For a complete list of the publications of the Historical Records SUrvey in 
Massachusetts, see page 59. 

The present volume continues the series of town inventories of which 
there are about fifty now in the editorial stage. It purports to present 
a brief sketch of the history and govermn.ent of Bellingham, a report on its 
records system and the conditions under which they are housed and cared f'or. 
Pr_eceding the inventory of the records of each office or department within 
the town is a short account of the development of that office. Three indexes 
are provided: A chronological index which lists the records a:p:pearing in 
each decade, a chronographical index which gives the same inforl!la.tion in 
another form, and n general subject index. 

It is hoped that the inventory will be helpful first of all to the town 
officials_ of Bellingham but_ thereai'ter to all these interested in local rec
ords, whether as students of local history and government, or economic or 
social conditions. 

The field work was done originally by i'-6JX. Patrick G. Colleran. under the 
direction of ~Ir. Paul Baker, supervisor of the Survey in Norfolk county. T"9n!l 
volume has been edited by I1r •· r-iorris Wartow, editorial supervisor; the historical 
sketch written by Mro i"Iaurice Ross; and :mim.eograpbing done under the direction of 
Mr. Ralph Kahn. The binding of the volume has been accomplished through the Massa
chusetts Geodetic Survey Project cf the Yorks Progress Administration by courtesy 
of ~Ir. George F. Delano, chief engineer of 'the Massachusetts Depo.rtl:1.ent of Public 
\iorks. The Survey is indebted to all the town officials of Bellingham who have 
~iven their cooperation but especially to ~!r. Leo A. Gosselin, town cl.erk. 
Inquiries concerning this and other publications o:f the Historical Records SUrvey 
in Massachusetts should be addressed to the state office, 221 Columbus Avenue, 
Boston. 
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Carl J. Wennerblad 
State Director 



INTRODUCTION. 

As town clerk for the past five years I am happy to. commend to the 
public this inventory of the archives of Bellingham, together with its 
sketches· of the history and govermnent of the tovm. The inventory rJill 
not only be an aid to tovm officials in finding records) but it will, 
I hope, make it possible for them to see the records system of the to1vn 
as a whole. Too often is it true that individuals who occupy tovm of
fices are a,va.re only of the records which they keep themselves. Fre-· 
q_uently they consider their records personal property, and, w'hen they 
leave office, take their records vnth them, so that they are lost to 
future geherations. This inventorrJ which presents the records of the 
town as a whole should make each official realize that his records are 
part of the town's record-keeping system and should be considered as 

. ' 

such. 

As to the broader uses of the inventory for historical and other 
scholars, I am happtJ if th~ records of Bellingham can serve to throw 
light -on these aspects of our paat. Bellingham is in many °'.4tays unique 
among the towns of Norfolk County, as a careful reading of the following 
historical sketch will show. Its two centuries of corporate existence 
should throw considerable light on the development of to,rn government 
and social institutions in Massachusetts. 

I,therefore,heartily endorse this 9ublicntion of the Historical 
Records .Survey of the Works Progress Administration as a useful hand
book for town officials as well as for the public generally. 

Leo A. Gosselin 
Town Clerk, Bellingham, l"Iass. 
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3 
Part A. BELLINGHAM AND ITS RECORDS SYSTEM 

HISTORICAL SKETCH 

In 1669 King Philip> chief of the Wampanoag Indians, sold the land 
which is now Bellingham, but which. vms at that time · considered part of the 
town of Dedham to the white settlers for h1enty-two pounds, eight shillings .1 
The first white settler in this territory> which was then called No Man's 
Land, was ~acob Bartlett of Providence> who purchased his plot on Oct. 29, 
1696, for five pounds from James Albee of Mendon. The deed of sale ~ras re
corded just forty years later, 2 on !iov. 16, 1736, tho'llg!1 the purchase had 
been confirmed by the vote of the town of ~ed.ham on June 7, 1698. The late 
recording of the early deeds was cauced by doubt as to whether the land in 
the southern part of the to,m belonged to I1cssachu.setts or to Rhode Islana. •. 3 

In 1718 the proprietors of the co:m:mon land between Wrentham and Mendon, 
finding the distance fron Dedham Center t_oo great to attend church conven
iently and to conduct tmvn business, and desiring to obtain.relief from 
their share_ of church and school ex~enses in Dedham, petitioned the General 
Court for permission to settle the land between their holdings and Wrentham~4 
The tovm of Dedham had already consented>~ and the petition was duly granted 
on condition that the new town agree to have a·sett1ed orthodox minister 
within three years. 6 

The tovm, called Bellingham by order of the General Court after the 
original order calling the town Westham irn.s changed, 7 ~;as supposedly named 
for Richard Bellingham, one of the tv..renty-si~ original members of the Gov
ernor and Company of the Massachusetts Bay and its third governor.8 At the 

1. 
1919, p. 

2. 
p. 20. 

Partridge> George F.J History of Bellingham, 1719-1919:. Bellingham., 
15· 
Suffolk Registry of Deeds> (Transcribed Prop~rty Records), Bk. 54, 

3. Dedham Tovm Records, Tovm and Selectmen, 1672-1?06, 6 v9ls.~ Hill~ 
Don. G., ed., vols. 1-5, Tuttle, J.H., ed., vol. 6, Dedham, 1886-99, 1936; v; 
pp. 252, 255; hereafter cited as Dedham Records. 

4. Records of the Proprietors of-Land Between Wrentham and Mendon, (see 
entry 18) p. 73; Annals of the Tovm of !1endon- From 1659 to 1880 ~ com-
piled by 1-1etcalf, ;r .G., Providence, 1880, pp. 183-184·. Hereafter cited as 
!1endon Records and ··Mendon Annals, respectively. 

5. Dedham. Records, VI, p. 187. 
6. Partridge, op. cit., p. 76; Mendon Annals, p. 184. 
7. l"Iendon.Annals_, p. 184; I'-iassachusetts.House J.ou.rna.1 1 1718-1720, 

pp. 200-203. These two records show the original order for the name West
ham and the change to Bellingham. The f ollov1ing two. records, however, show 
Bellingham as the name ordered and no mentio_n is made of Westham; · Massa
chusetts General Court Records, 68 vols., mss., X, (1715-1719), pp. 430-431; 
lthese are sometimes referred to as "Legislative Records of the Council" as 
distinguished from "Executive Records of the Council"). Massachusetts 
General Court> The Acts and R.esolves, Public and Private, of t.he Province 
of Massachusetts Bay (1692-1780), 21 vols.> Boston> 1869-1922, IX (1708-1719), 
"Resolves, Orders> Votes, etc.", Ch. 96 of 1719. Hereafter cited as Province 
Acts and Resolves. 

8. Fairbanks, Rufus G. > "Bellingham.", in Hiotory of l'1'orfolk Cormty,. 
Hurd, D. Hamilton, ed., Philadelphia> 1884, pp. 144,-145. 
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time of incorporation on November 27, 1719, 9 the town was made up of a sec
tion aal.led Rawson's Farm, comprising thirteen families~ in the northeastern 
part; the northwestern part taken from Mendon, comprising four families; and 
the remaining two-thirds of the area taken from Dedham, comp~isiDg twenty
three femilies.10 C~ille was the first village to be settled:, and- North 
Bellillgham the second. . 

At the time of its incorporation in 1719:. Belli:cgham was included in 
Suffolk county •12 This county~ vrith its seat at Boston, extended south to 
the borders of Plymouth county and of the Providence plantations. Proposals 
to create a new county in the southern portion of Suffolk 1"Tere made in 
l 73Sl3 a.nd 177514 but· met fli. th defeat. When !iorfolk county was finally carved 
out of' this area in 1793 ,15 the townspeople of Bellingham, ~rhich 1vas included 
in the new county,•protested the change but to no avai1.l6 

··Though lacking a charter, the town ,vas built up around the Congregation-
al churchs and much of i~s early history is identified ,nth that institution. 
In 1726 the Reverend Jonathan Mills vms called to the pastorate, serving for 
the following twelve years. He was> however, the only set~led orthodox 
clergyman the town ever had.17 The.Congregational church 718.~ supported by 
law> although the ruling was hated by Baptists and Quakers. In 1728 a law 
was enacted that Ana.baptists and Quakers should not be taxed to support the 
town church, provided they attended their own church and lived within five 
miles of it.18 Even then there were fiery disputes bet11een Congregational
i~ts, Anabaptists> Quakers s Independents and members of the Church of Eng
land·.19 . W'ith the incorporation of the new .}fest Parish of Med1rray in 1747/8> 
Bellingh~ was relieved of its obligation to support a church of its ovmv 20 
The town church of Bellingham> a Baptist institution a.f'ter the closing of 
the Congregational church in 1744>21 continued its feeble existence until 
1756, when it was disbanded.22 

9. 
10. 
11. 
l2. 

· .13. 

MendonAnnals, pp. 183-184. 
Mendon Records> I, p. 44; Mendon Annals, pp. 183~184. 
Partridge, op. cit.> p. 22. 
Massachusetts General Court }Ianua.l:, 1911,, p. 155. 
Commonwealth or Massachusetts, Secretary of State, Massa-

' . chusetts Archives, 418 vols. in 417, various13 titled mss. 1 VI, 39. Here-
after cited·as Massachusetts Archives. 

14. Fairbanks, op. cit., p. 147. 
15. :Massachusetts ~neral Court, Acts and Laws of the Commonweal th of 

Massachusetts (.1780-1805) ~ 13 vols. , Boston, 1890-189~, Law~ 1 792, ~h. ?2. 
Hereafter the laws will be cited as follows: The session laws of 1780-1838 
as ··Laws, ·• .. ete . .; of 1839-1914, Acts, etc.; 1915-1919, General Acts 1 etc., ·or 
Speciiu Acts 1 etc.; 1919 to date Acts, etc. Resolves will be cited.as Re
solves~ etc. or Special Resolves, etc. 

16·. Fairbanks, op. cit., :p. 150. 
17. Partridge, OD. cit., p. 78. 
18. Province Acts and Resolves, n (1715-1741), ch •. 4 of 1728-29. 
19. Massachusetts Archives, XII,.,,. 627; XIII, p. 504. 
20. Partridge, on. cit.,·, p. 35. 
21. Ibid., p. 49. 
22. Ibid~, p. ·87. 
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The first town meeting 1ras held March 2, 1719/20, 25 cmd was followed by 
four other meetings the first year.26 In the early days, the inhabitants in
sisted that town meetings follow a regular procedure, and they did not hesi
tate to petition the General Court to annul the proceedings of any meeting 
which they considered irregular.27 In 1738 Bellingham had fifty voters and 
ninety-six taxpayers, who were assessed a total of ap:pro:ri:rna.tely nineteen 
pounds in taxes on their real and personal estate and polls. The tax rate 
on personal and real _estate was a pen.Dy :per pound. Tenants and non-resi
dents of the towr apparently were taxed, but 1vere not qualified to vote. 28 . 
The town showed a steady increase in ~opulation. The state census in 1765 
show·ed the population to be 462; 29 in ... 17?6 it ,:,•.ras 627. 30 In 1790, when the 
first United States census vra.s taken, the population was 735. 31 

Tn 173? the to,rn voted to have a free school to be kept for a total of 
six·months at five different homes. The first school seems to have been no 
great success, for it was voted dovm the next ti.~o years, renewed in 1740~ 
omitted the next three years, but supported after that.32 In 1744 it was 
voted -co form seven school districts to include the fifty families.33 The 
first schoolhouse was built in 1790)33 and the first school committee was 
chosen in 1791.34 

·For two decades, after its founding, Bellingham ~uffered from uncer
tainty concerning its boundary lines. This confusion, enhanced by inter
nal governmental weaknesses and religious differences, impeded its growth 
and development.· In 1730 the toim petitioned the General Court to act 
to prevent the loss of inhabitants and of three hundred acres of land to 
Wrentham through a proposed change of the western bound~cy line of that 
town. This line, fixed in.1661, had caused many disputes, but ~vas finally 
left unchanged.34 In 1740, as the result of a controversy begun in 1707~ 
the town lost the southern part of its territory to Rhode Island •. Boundary 
lines between Bellingham and the neighboring towns o:f Medway, Holliston, 
Wrentham and }1endon were frequently changed on the petition of inhabitants 
v1ho maintai~ed that they were too far from the town church and meeting
house and consequently desired relief from the necessity of contributing_ 
to the support of the town minister and church. They wished to be allowed 

25. ( Town Records) e·ntry 16, I J p. 1 . 
26. Partridge, op. cit., p. 90. 
27. Massachusetts Archives, CXIV, ~p. 399, 408-410. 
28. Ibid., pp. 408~410 .. 
29. Benton, Sr., J .H., Early Census I"laking in Massachusetts 

1643-1765 with a Reproduction of the Lost Census of 1765 (Recently 
Found) , Boston, 1905, unnumbered pages following p. 71 of text. 

30. Collections of the .Anerican Statistical Association Con--------------------~~~~ ~- -~~~-taining Statistics o~ Po12uJ:ation in Mas§~!L~~~s, Boston, 1845 ~ Part 
II, I, p. 158. 

31. Heads of Families at the First Census of the United States --------------------·-----taken in the year 1,790_!!; Ma§.§~usett~:i Washington, 1908, p. 10. 
32. Partridge> op. cit., p. 95. 
33. Ibid., p. 99. 
34. Ibid., p. 91. 
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either to join another town or to become a separate town or precinct and 
support their own churcn. 35 The dividing lines of Bellingham, Franklin and 
Medway were straightened in 1832.36 That between Mendon and Bellingham was 
finally established in 1872. 3 7 

During the Revolutionary period, the town ke~t a representative in the 
Provincial Congress and paid his expenses. In the to~rn meeting of July 4, 
1776, as if anticipating the historic event in Philadelphia that same day, 
the people of Bellingham declared that "if the Continental Congress should 
think it necessary for the safety of the United Colonies to declare them
selves independent of Great Britain, the inhabitants of this to1m ~~th 
their lives e.nd forturies vri.11 cheerfully support the measure. n 38 The tovm 
voted a bounty to its soldiers. 1n 177? a committee of seven was chosen 
to report ~mat more could be done for the army men of the town, and in 1779 
another committee was nomed ta hire soldiers to serve the colonies at 
the expense of the tovm.39 

A description of the town in a gazetteer of 1784, quoted by Partridge, 
gives the following word picture or Bellingham: "There are tv-10 grist mills 
and one fulling mill but of little use in winter for want of water~ nor all 
used even then. Roads are tolerably good but in sorae places very rutty. 
The trade is very small; people depend on·the land and some mechanical em
ployments. Almost evezy family is provided with a pair of looms by which 
they make nearly enough clothes for themselves. The number of farms is 
about 80. The inhabitants are about equally divided beti;een the Congrega
tional and Bantist persuasions. The latter have a house and a settled 
minister. "40 ... 

For the first century of ito existence, the people of Bellingham were, 
of necessity, farmers. Beginning with the second decade of the nineteenth 
century, however, farming began to give -r.1ay to manufacturing. Boots and 
shoes, cotton and woolen goods, farm utensils, brushes, carriages, glue, 
straw and lumber were among the nost important articles ~ade~ and there wns 
a steady growth in these industries for years. 41 The North Bellingham i1ill, 
a cotton mill, was built in 1810. 42 The Caryville Mill 7 the second textile 
mill in town, was started in 1813. 43 In 1814 the Bellingham Woolen and Cotton 
11an~actory was incorporated44 1lith a capital of $15,00o.45 By 1828, eve~ 

35. riassachusetts Archives, XII, pp.-19?, 226-228, 232-235, 237, 428, 
431-433; XIII, pp. 21-22, 638, 682; XIX(B), p. ?78; CXV, ,p. 262-265> 267-
268, 270-2?1, 272a, 273, 273a, 278-279, 284-286; CXVI, p~. 651, 657; 
CXVII> :p. 4. 

~r uo. 
37. 
38. 
39. 
40. 
41. 
42. 
43. 
44. 
45. 

Laws, 1832, ch. 48. 
Acts, 1872, ch. 69. 
Partridge, on. cit., 
Ibid.> :p. 129. 
Ibid., pp. 136-13?. 
Ibid., p. 141. 
Ibid.· , p. 143 • 
Ibid., p. 148. 
Laws, 1814, ch. 124, 
Partridge, op. cit., 

For the present boundaries, see map, p. 11. 
p. 126. 

secs. 1-2. 
p. 51. 
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though the mills had been in operation a comparatively short tims, Belling
ham was an active and flourishing manufacturing town.46 The populat~_on, 
v1hich was 704· in 1800 and 766 in 1810, had increased to 1034 in 1820:. and 
1281 in 185o.4? By 1930 manuf'a.cturing had declined considerably. The Direc
tory of Massachusetts I1anuf'acturers of 1930 shows that the following large 
:manufacturing establishments ~'lere in operation: The Bellingham Woolen Co:m:paey, 
with 200 ~mployees and the Taft Woolen Company ~~th capital of $330,000 and 
260 employees. 

As the tovm grew 1 the Baptist church built in 1761, which had been used 
as the second to~m meeting house~ proved to be unsatisfactory. In 1802 a 
new tovm ~all vras built at a cost of $1000 near the center of the town. 
This nerv building vro.s in turn to be used by the Baptists and churches of 
other denominations as a place of worship.~ With the new building came new 
disnutes and arguments between the Baptists, Congregationalists and Universal
ist; regarding its use and the sup,orx of the minister.49 The Baptists fi
nally decided to raise funds and build a church for themselves, an enter
prise which rras completed in 1826. At North Bellingham, e. m:11 hall was· used 
as a chapel from 184_7 to 1910,50 when the new Baptist church was completed. 
The to,m now has two Roman Catholic church~s also. A public library costing 
$9,000 and a Co!!Jl?lunity Building, costing $21,575, were opened in 1930.51 

The early school committee reports, the first of which was made in 1858, 
reveal that in that year three hundred and twelve pu~ils attended the schools 
of the ten districts of Bellingham. The total cost ·or the schools for that 
year was $1,225.78. In the re~ort of 1866 there occurs the first mention of 
a high school» evidently private~y organized and I:I.anaged. By 1873 agitation 
for a town high school had begun, but the recon:l!l'lendations of the school com
mittee v.;ere ignored. Shortly after this, the trend toward the centraliza
tion of the tovm school system began to manifest itself. Although the num
ber of pupils and teachers increased, the number of schools decreased. In 
1894 the town. accepted the State Library Act~52 based on an earlier act of 
1888,53 and vra.s empowered to unite with the towns of 11endon and Hopedale to 
employ a superintendent of schools.54 In 1934 Hopedale withdrew from the· 

46. Partridge, op. cit., p. 141. 
47. U.S. Census Reports. For full citations, see bibliograpby. 
48. Partridge, ap. cit., pp. 114-115. 
49. Massachusetts Archives 7 XIV, p. 592. 
50. Partridge, au. cit.> p. 167. 
51. 212th Annual Renart of the Town Officers of the Town of Bellingham, 

(Jg~nl, pp. 99-100_. 
52. 1 76th Annual Re;,ort of the Town Officers of the Town, of Bellingh8!! 

for Year Ending Feb. 1 1 1895, p. 12. 
53. Acts, 1888, Ch. 431. 
54. Acts~ 1894, Ch. 246. 
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union. The tovm high school held its first graduation from a 2--year ~.igh 
school course in 189§~ but after a few years the high school pupils were 
sent to other towns. 0 This arrange~ent continued until 1g39 when on Oct~
ober 24th, a nev1 high school v.ras (?pened, with a registration of 140 pu:pils~56 

DAT.A FRO!i ANNUAL REPORTS OF SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

Year 1841 1859 1868 1883 1893 1903 1913 1923 1932 1937 

I'io. of Schools 9 10 11 9 3 3 3 3 3 
-

.. 

No. of Pupils* 273 312 268 252 264 317 2;78 411 748 582 

No .. of Teachers 13 . l? 13 9 11 16 19 20 

Total E:xl>end. $1,225 1,463 2,8?8 3,453 7,692 9,392 25,319 43,693 47,329 

*Except in 1932 school attendance figures after 1882 do not include 
high or parochial school pupils. 

Until the nineteenth century, travel by cart or coach over the roads 
laid out by the town itself 11ras the only means of transportation. In 1804 
the Hartford and Dedham Turnpike Corporation was chartered to build and 
operate a turnpike from Mendon or Bellingham to Dedham .. 57 This was followed 
in 1805 by the chartering of the Winsoket Turnpike Corporation to construct 
a road from the state line near Woonsocket, Rhode Island, through Bellingham, 
to the Norfolk and Bristol turnpike in DedhaI!l.,58 A few decades later, in 1846 ,. 
the act of incorporation of the ~rentham and Foxborough Railroad authorized 
the construction of a line from Marshfield·, r1assachusetts to Cumberland, Rhode 
Island:, to pass through Bellingham.59 In 1849 the Norf'olk County Railroad 
Company was authorized to build and maintain a branch railroad running from 
Bellingham to 'Woonsocket, Rhode Island; 60 and in 1851 this company vres auth-· 
orized to contract with the Woonsocket Union Railroad Company for the building 
of the road.61 After the Norfolk County ~ailroad Company had failed to build 
-the branch authorized, the Bellingham Branch Railroad Company vras chartered 
in 1852 to build the road.62 Not until 1898 when the-Milford~ Attleborough 
and -Woonsocket Street Railway Company was incorporated vre.s Bellingham served 
by a street railway.63 

55. Report of the School Committee and Superintendent or Schools of 
the Town of Belli!eam for the School Year 1895-2§.., pp. 5-6. 

56. Annual Report of' the Town Officers..1.. 1938, in t~-vo :parts, II, 26 9 

57. Laws> 1803, ch. 146. --58. Laws, 1804"' ch - 140. 
59. Acts, 1846~ ch. 254. 
60. Ibid., 1849> ch. 184. 
61. Ibid., 1851, ch. 272. 
62. Ibid., 1852, ch. 130. -63. Ibid., 1898, ch. 329. 
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The Woonsocket Electric Machine and Po11er Compo.ey of Rhode Island was 
authorized to furnish electric light and power to Bellingham and Franklin 
in 1893.64 Telephones were in use as early as 1904> and gas pipes from 
Woonsocket were laid in 1905.65 Since 1906 the sev.raga disposal syste~.s of 
Bellingham, Mendon and Hopedale have been authorized to be part of the ex
tended system of the tovm of Milford. 66 In 1932 the city of Woonsocket, 
Rhode Island was enpowered to supply water to the inhabitants of Belling
ham.67 

The :present town, 1ri th an area of 17 .8 square :c,.iles68 and a population 
of 3,056, is the seventh lergeat and twenty-aecond most populous town in 
Norfolk county. It is situated about thirty-one. miles southwest of Boston 
and e.bout twenty miles north'vfest of Providence, Rhode Island. Ballingham is 
bounded on the north by the tovms of Milford and Medway, on the east by 
W.rentham and Franklin, on the squtl:l by Rhode Island, abo'1t the boundary' v~-ith 
v1h-ioh there ·_wn.s a loIJg-standing dis:iute bet,;;een 'the two, ste:tas, 59 and on the 
west py Hopedale, Mendon and Blackstone • 

. 6A.. -· 
·6·5. 
66. 
67. 
68. 
69. 

Acts, 1893, ch. 390. 
Partridge, on. cit., p. 185. 
Acts, 1906, ch. 458. 
Ibid., 1932, che 178. 
Massachusetts Year Book 1911, Boston, 1911, p. 36 
Partridge, on. cit., pp. 97-98. 
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Table of 
Aggregates of Polls, Property, and Taxes as Assessed 

Value of Value 
No. of Personal of Real 
Polls Estate 

. 

303 $90>628 
330 102,904 
335 99>572 
319 110>690 
3?0 130,255 
400 139,950 
550 41_8,075 
860 395,662 
860 1?3,107 

, 

No. of 
D\velling 
Houses 

236 
245 
2'70 
298 
332 
357 
470 
742 
778 

~ 

Estate 

~ 365,512 
,~10,215 
408,064 
511,720 
622,345 
766,695 

1,108,880 
2,241,250 
2,075,880 

' 

Acres 
of Land 
Taxed 

10,.770 
10,825 
10J850 
10,958 
11,037 
11,908 
12,.106 
11,0?9 
10,855 

... 

?io. of 
Rate of Persons 

r.I'otal Value Total Tax Assessed 
Real and Per- per $1000 on Prop-
sonal Estate 

$ 456,140 
513,119 
507,636 
622,110 
752,600 
906,645 

1,526,955 
2,636,912 
2,248,987 

No. of 
Horses 

160 
15? 
208 
232 
299 
233 
196 
135 

57 

Valuation e:i;-ty 

$ 9.00 
15.70 
13.00 
11.00 
13.?5 
l?.00 
20.00 
25.00 
37.60 

lfo. of 
Cows 

341 
350 
421 
505 
·457 
417 
405 
365 
442 

420. 
456 
533 
900 

1,12? 
1,206 

No. of 
Neat 
Cattle 

88 
80 
80 
93 

605 
13 

Tota.1 
StatA, 
County, 
T01.Afll 

Tax 

$ 4,105 
-8,843 
7,270 
?,485 

11,099 
16,209 
33,289 
6?,642 
86:281 

No. of 
S1\Tine 

58 
3'7 
51 

115 
28 
40 

1. Figures taken from ~'Aggrege.tes-· of Polls, ·Property· :t Taxes, Etc.," 
Public Document No. 42, in Public Documents of.Massach1.1petts. 

2. Figures .taken from "Aggragates_of Polls, Property, Taxes, Etc." 
Public Document No. 36, in Public D:>cuments of Massachusetts. 

3. Figures taken from ".Aggregates of Polls, Property, Taxes, Etc." 
Public Document No. 19, in Public Documents of Massachusetts. 
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2 • GOVERNI1ENTP..L- ORGANIZATION. f.JID RECORDS SYSTEM 

Governmental Orgenization 

The officers elected at t-he first town meeting in 1?19/20 were a moder
ator, clerk, treasurer, five selectmen> two constables, two surveyors, two 
tithingmen, two men "for the observance of swinett, two fence .viewers and 
two field drivers. 70 Of these-officials, the selectmen were the most important 

• since to them fell all functions not -performed by other officials. As the 
town grew and new town functions became necessary, the selectmen performed 
them, that is, until the duties became too burdensome and separate offices 
had to·be established. For example, the selectmen served until 1798 as as
sessors, tax collectors and registrars of voters~ and until 1832 as over
seers of the poor. 71 The manageII!ent of the. schools were also in their care 
until the election of a school committee in 1791. 72 Constables, being the 
agents of the tovm in law enforcement and also being charged: until 1798, 
with the collection of taAes were relatively more important officers than 
they are today. Separate assessors and a separate ta~ collector were elect
ed beginning ~,ith 1798, the board of aosessors trucing over the duty of keep
ing the list of eligible voters~73 This latter function devolved in 1834 
upon the three elected registrars of voters. 74 Beginning 1tith 1832 three 
overseers of the poor were elected~ the number of selectmen being reduced 
simultaneously from five to three.'15 

As nev1 offices became necessary it 't:.ras natural that the selectmen 
should be delegated control over many of them by their power of ap:pointment .. 
In 1886 the office of fore st fire \varden was established, followed in the period 
.1.892 to 1895 by three surveyors of vvood and lumber 2' three oextons, si:x: pub-
lic weighers,.an inspector of animals, an agent for the burial of indigent 
soldiers and sailors, and a janitor of the town hall all appointed by the 
selectmen. 76 · 

A cemetery committee of three since 1890,?? three elected road commis
sioners and a sealer of weights and measures since 1892,78 a tree warden and 
six public •ibrary trustees since 1894 were elective offices established in 
the same period. 79 In 1908 the road commissioners were replaced by a super
intendent of streets appointed by the selectmen~OO and the following year a· 
town accountant, also appointed by the selectmen, took over the duties of 
the auditor who had previously been elected annually.Bl In the period of 1911 
to 1915 a moth superintendent, an agent for the care of soldiers' and sailors~ 
graves, an inspector of slaug~tering~ a dog officer~ a clerk to the selectmen~ 

70. 
71. 
72. 
73. 
74. 
75. 
76. 
77. 
78. 
79. 
80. 
81. 

(Town Records), I, 1. 
Seep. 22. 
Partridge, op. cit., 137. 
{Town Records), IIs 182. 
Ibid., IV, 106. 
Ibid., IV, 73. 
Annual Renart of the Town Officers-,· 1886-92. 
Partridge, on. cit., 184. 
Annual Reports of the Town Officers, 1892. 
Ibid~, 1894; {Town Records},- VII, 89. 
Annual Reports of the Town Officers 7 1908. 
Ibid., 1909. 
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an inspector of milk and a workmen's compensation agent were established as 
separate offices -appointed by the selectmen."82 

After 1915 the changes were few. Since 1921 a Memorial Day Committee 
of three,83 since 1922 a chief of police,84 and since 1932 a fire chief85 
have been appointed, while a finance committee of eight has been-elected 
annual~ since 1926 to make recommendations concerning proposed appropria
tions.86 The overseers of the poor were renamed and the board of public 
welfare in 1927,87 organize~ as a bureau for the granting of old age assist
ance in 193li a soldiers' relief officer has been appointed by the selectmen 
since 1933. 8ts 

Records System 

In Bellingham as in all Massachusetts towns, the clerk is the center 
of the record-keeping.sys~em. Indeed, practically all the records of the tovm 
are kept by a score of officers. 

The records of the board of selectmen (entry 1) go back only to 1835. 
The registrars of voters, the board of assessors and the board of public wel
fare keep no minutes of meetings currently, and it is hereby recommended that 
such minutes be kept, at least by the latter two boards. 

The records of the town accountant present a fairly complete system, 
and go back, with one exception, to the beginning of the office (entries 74-
78). No minutes of the school committee exist but published annual reports 
make a fairly consistent record from 182? to date (entries 79-82). Pupils~ 
records (entries 84 to 88) and financial and miscellaneous records (entries 
89 to 95) are found only from 1934. The current records of the board of 
public welfare date from 1934 but certain records go further back (entries 
101, 102,· 104,105,108, 109). 

82. Annual Reports ot the Town Officers, 1911-15. 
83. Ibid., 1921-38. 
84. Ibid., 1922. 
85. (Town Records}, IX, 213. 
86. Annual ReJ>orts of Town Officers, 1926-38. 
87. Acts, 1927, ch. ln~. 
88. Annual Renorts of the Town Officers, 1938-38, ____ ..., _____________ _ 
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3. HO't!SING, CARE, .AND ACCESSIBILITY OF mE RECORDS 

About half the records, in volume, are kept in a storage vault on the 
first floor of the tovm hall, a third in other offices therein, and the 
balance in the homes of officials, in the Bellingham Center schoolhouse o.nd 
the public library. Since most of the officials serve part time only, ap
pointments to consult the records must be made in advance. 

The recheck of the preliminary inventory made by the survey in 1937 was 
considerably handicapped by the fact that it wo.s impossible~ on a recent 
visit, to open a large iron safe-in the town clerk's office, the key of 
which was broken off. The condition of records in the town hall was as 
f ollo"'v'TS: -

To,m Hall, Main Street, Bellingham. 

Town Clerk's - A.ssessor' s Selectman's Storage 
Denository Office Office Qffice Vault 
Location First floor . B'irst floor· [First floor First floor 
Dimensions 8'lxl2'wxl0'h 10'lxl2'wxl0'h 10'lxl2'wxl.O'h 8'lx10'wx8'h 
Cubic Feet 960 1200 1200 640 
Class of Constr. 3rd 3rd 3rd 3rd 
ShelviM Wood Steel Wood· Steel 
Containers Iron Steel Wood : Steel 
tLighti~ Good Good Good Good 
Accessibility Goodtl'=' Good Poor Good 
Arrangement Fair· Good Poor ' Fair 
Phys. Condition Good Good Poor .. Good ,i 

Room for Eroan~ion .Amnle .Ample Ample ' ~Jone ' !l 

Departments School Com. P.ssessors Selectmen Tax'Coll. 
having records Reg., of Voters. Tmm Clerk Selectmen 
there Board of Pub- Town Clerk 

lie Welfare i.Jelfare 
Selectmen Assessors 
Town Clerk . Accountant 
Assessors Treasurer 

Reg. of 
Voters 

Sealer of 
't.Jeights & 

! Measures 
,i 

; l 

89. While this is true of other records in the clerk's office, it is 
not true of his large iron safe, the key of which is broken off in the door. 

.. 
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The town officials having records in their homes were the following at 
the time of the invent9ry:-

... 
.. 

Name Address Office Held Department 

•· 

'William ·w. Fairbanks South Main Street Accountant Accountant 
Leo A. Gosselin Grosvenor Avenue Town Clerk 
Edward M. Reid Blackstone Street Chairman, board of Welfare 

public welfare 
EuclideA. Fleuette Chief of police Police 
Wasyl Kornicki 19 Center Street Fire chief Fire 

W-i th the exception of a small percentage housed in the town clerk's 
office at the town hall, the records ·of the school committee and the school 
department are found in the superintendent's office at the Bellingham Can~ 
ter School, Main Street and those of the Bellingham Public Library in a 

'\ 

desk in the reading room. A smmnary of housing conditions in these build-
ings follows:-

Depository 

Bellingham Center 
Schoolhouse 

:Main Street 

Superintendent's 
office 

Bellingham 
Public Library 
Bellingham Square 

Reading room 

~ocation First fl6or First floor 
Dimensions 10'lxl5-'WX:12'h 20'lx40'wxl2'h · 
Cubic-Feet 1800 . 9600 
Class of construction ·2nd 2nd 
Shel vina . . Steel Wood 
Containers Steel· . Wood 
Li~hti~- Good Good 
Accessibility Good Good 
Arra:t¥Z:ement · · Good . Good 
Phvs. conditions Good Good 
Room . f Qr. eroans ion Amnl e . · · ·· Ample · 
~D~e~:p_a_r_t_m_e_n_t_s_h_a_v_i_D&t-~r __ e_c_or_d __ s_t_h __ er_e __ _,__s_c_h_o_o_l __ d_e~:p~a_r~t_m~e~n~t---~ __ P_u;;.;;.b!ic Lib~ory 



alph. 
amt. 
arr. 
ass. 
bsmt. 
bdl{s). 
ch. 
chron. 
cl. 
co.: 
coll. 
comm( s}. 

dept (s l~ 
discont. 
E. 
est. 
fl. 
hdl".T. 
ibid. 
idem 
incl. 

Titles 
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LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS AND EXPLANATORY NOTES 

General Abbreviations 

alphabetically 
amount 
arranged~ arrangement 
assessod 
basement 
bu.ndle{s} 
chapter 
chronologically 
clerk 
company 
collector 
commissioner ( s) 
current 
department(s) 
discontinued 
East 
asta.te 
floor 
handw"Ti t ten 
in the· s8I!le pla.ce 
the so.me 
inclusive 

jr. 
lib. 
I1ass. 
no. 
off. 
p. ,pp. 
pars. 
pr. 
ref. 
rm.-. 
sec. 
oecy. 
sel. 
st. 
strt1. 
supt. 
T .I-I. 
treas. 
va. 
val. 
vol(s}. 
ll. 

Explanatory l~otes 

junior 
library 
:Massachusetts 
number 
office 
page, pages 
personal 
printed 
reference 
·room 
sect'ion 
secretary 
selectmen 
streot 
storeroom 
su:perintendent 
to-Ym hall 
treasurer 
vault 
valuation 
volume(s) 
West 

Exact titles of records are shown in upper case without parentheses. 
The contents of untitled records are indicated by assigning titles to them. 
Titles of this kind are shown in upper case enclosed by parentheses. When 
an exact title doos· not adequately describe the true nature of the records, 
such information is inserted in the title line but in lower case and en
closed within parentheses. Variations of title within a record series are 
noted. 

Cross References 

Cross references are made in each e~try to .records of the same serien 
found in other entries. References to similar records are embodied in a 
separate line immediately following the.entry. References below subject 
headings .are made to other related record series suggested by the headings 
or subheadings. \-Jhere no comment is made regarding prior or subsequent 
records> it is to be presumed that none were found. 
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Explanatory Notes 

Dimensions 

Except where othentise indicated, dimensions of volumes, file boxes, 
or maps· are shown in inches; dimensions of volumes in the order of length 
along binding edge:, width, o.nd thickness; dimensions of file cases, boxes 
and drawers in the order of height, width and depth. 

Location 

The location noted is that of the date of the final field check of the 
inventory~ approximately four months prior to publication. Maey records, 
especially current ones, are in constant use by officials, and subject to 
freouent transfer from office to vault or from vault to office. Shifts --from one vault to another also occur, but less frequently. The Historical 
Records Survey cannot guarantee that the record will be found in the ~oca
tion not~, but merely that the record wo.s found there at the date of the 
inventory field check. 
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Part B. TOWN OFFICES AND TF:IETl:! HECORDS 

I • BOARD OF SELECTl•IliN90 

Five selectmen were elected for a term of one year at the first town 
meeting on March 2, 1719/20.91 No change occurred in their number or method 
of election until 1765. In that year, as the result of a controversy, the 
five selectmen originally elected were ousted, being~replaced by four others 
elected at a July meeting and an entirely new slate of nine elected in Octo
ber. The following January the general court decided that only the five 
originally elected should remain.92 No further change occurred until March 5, 
1832 when "the town voted to choose but three members of the selectmen and 
also voted to choose three overseers of the poor instead of five selectmen 
as heretofore."93 The election of three selectmen annually for a term of 
one year has continued down to the present day.94 Vacancies in the board are 
filled by election at a posted town meeting~ 

-
In addition to their statutory dutie~ and powers as the governing body 

of the to,m, executing the policies adopted by the town m~eting, the select
men of Bellingham served until 1798 as assessors and collectors of taxes, 
( aid<?d in this latter_ function by 't·he constables) , and kept lists of eligi-

~ . . 

ble voters. In that year, with the imposition of a direct tederal tax on 
real estate, the duties of assessing and collecting taxes became sufficient-
ly onerous to cause the establishment of ·separate elec-tive offices f.or these 
functionsn95 To the assessors fell the ·duty from _1798 to 1834 of keeping the 
lists of eligible votersa96 Until 1832 the selectmen also had charge of poor 
relief, being replaced in this function that year by separately elected over
Reers of the poor .. 97 In their offi_cial capacity the selec_tmen. have also per
formed the functions of a board of health, as there never has been a separate · 
board in Bellingham~ 

Since 1834 the selectmen have appointed the registrars of voters, since 
1892 the sealer of weights and measures, since 1894 a variable number of po
lice officers, since 1922 a police chief, since 1927 a deputy police chief 
and since 1932 a chief of the fire department. They have also appointed a~
:rn.ost a score of minor, non-record-keeping officials. 98 Since 1914 they have
appointed annually a clerk,to assist in the k~eping of their own official 
records. If for any reason one of" the elective""':offices should become va
cant, the selectmen are empowered by law to a~point a temporary incumbent, 

90. For the statutory origin and functions of this office, see Yorks 
Progress Administration, Historical Records Survey, Town Government in Massa
chusett·s, Boston'!. 1939, hereafter cited by title only. 

91. (Town Records) I, 1. 
92. Ihid., I, 193-202. 
93. 
94. 
95. 
96. 
9?. 
98. 

------~~ 
Ibid., IV, 73. 
Ibid., 1832-1938. 
Ibid., II, 182. 
Idem • 

. cww.:::.e;::cws , 

Cl ~'Q.:gra. 
•--: •· WWW 

See chart of town government, p. 15. 



22. 
[1-3] Board of Selectmen - Minutes and Reports 

who shall hold office until a successor has been elected at a duly posted 
meetingo The selectmen elect one of their number as chairman. 

Except where otherwise noted. all records o.re in the selectmen 1 s of
fice~ first floor. Town Ea.11. In addition to the following records, see 
entry 69 for orders on treasurer 1912--; entry ?8 for authorization of ex
penditures of town departl:lents 1912--c 

!1inutes and Reports 

l~ ~~CTI~~!S RECORDS (Minutes of Meetings), 1835--. ? vols. 
Votes on appropriations, authorization o.f expenditures, appointment of town 
officers: selection of jurors·, issue of licenses and :permits; pla.ce, date of 
meeting~ Arr. by date of meeting. No index. Iidw. 300 pp. 12 x 16 x le 

2. Al~WAL PXPORT QF THE TOWN OFFICERS, 1861--.. 72 vols. {dated)~ . . : ·• - . . . . . 

Missing: 1863-66. 
i.. Building comrnj ttee·' s report, 1896-9?, 1901, 1904, 190'7, 1930: Appropria

tions and specifications for town buildings. 
ii~ Conmnmity building comiittoe's renort, 1930: Cost of construction and 

inspection at completion. 
iii. Electric light committee's :report, 1924.: Recommendations for improve

ment of street lighting system. 
iv. Fire cormni ttee·' s special report, 1928: Recommendations for improvement 

of fire department. 
v. !;iealth regulations, 1928: 

eases, sanitation, handling 
vi., History of the town, 1919: 

history .. 

~es governing reporting of contagious dis
of food. 
Vote appropriating $560 for publication of 

vii~ · J"ury list, 1928--: Names, addresses, occupation of nrospecti ve jurors.• ,,. 
viii~ ~electmenvs report, 1874-1918 .. 1920--: Expenditures by departments in 

detailn 1892 includes estimated approprtations for the next year; 1900 
includes an act nassed so tp.a.t the town might receive money for road con
struction from highway appropriat·ion, and application made therefor; J..909 
includes report on gypsy moth and elm beetle eradicationc 

ix~ ~tate auditors." report, 1928, 1931 .. 1933, 193?--; Audit o:r town ac-
counts as required by law~ 

Also contains reports of town officers and committees described in entries 
17, 40, 44:, 62, 67, ?2-74-, ?9, 98, 101., 114, 115, 120, 123-1300 .Arr,. by sub
ject·. +ndexed alph. ·by. subject. ~td~ 7 x 5 x ½o ~tate_ ~ib.,, -~tate House; 
Bostono {4].so 7 vols o • 1867-73, town ~- · off o , fir.~t f~.,, ., T o:ao,; 36 vols~ , 
1887--, resiuence of Leo A,. G,osselin (-town cl.,), O,rqsyenor ~veo, ~«I Belling
ham.) 

3.-

Summary 
lectm.en: 

REPORT OF THE SELECTMEN RECK0NII~G "WITH TEE THEASUHER ( Summary of 
Departmental Expenditures), 1820-63. 2 bdls, 

o~ expenditures for each tovm department as authorized by these
Name of department; amount, purpose o:r expenditure; date of au-

thorization .. 



23. 
Board of Selectmen - Roads and Highways; [4-9] 

Licenses and Permits; Pole Locations 

Roads and Highways 
(See also entries 2-viii, 15-i.) 

4. PETITIONS FOR ROADS,' 1814--.. 1 bdl •. 1 file box. 
Name of petitioner; description, lqcation of proposed la:v-out; reasons for 
petition. Arr. alph. by name of ueti tioner. No index. Edw. and typed~ 
Bdl., 9 x 12 x¼; file box, 8 x 10 x 4. 1 bdl .• 1814-29. safe, cl. offo; 
1 file box, 1829--, storage va.; first fl., T.Il. 

5. HIGHWAY CONSTRUCTION COllTRA.CT (Record of Accepted Bids), 1926-:-31-
5 vols. 

Name of bidder, amount of·bid, specificntions for construction. date of ac
ceptance. ~r. by date of acceptance. ·No index. Ildw. 50 pp. 11 x a½ x 1/8 
Storage va., first fl., T.H. 

6. BLUEPRINTS (of Street Lay-outs). 1926-36. Approx. 50 plan.a. 
Location, dimensions of street; names of abutting property ovm~rs, tovm 
boundaries'" Various authors, -oublishera. 'EJ.1;epr·ict r 1": 80 · . 14 x 22 .. 
Stora~e va., first fl., T.E. 

Licenses and Permits 
(See also entries 1, 10.) 

7. (COHI10N VICTUALERS' LICENSE-STUBS) .. 1936--. 1 vol. 
Name. business address of licensee; date of issue. expiration of license; 
amount of fee .. license number. Arr. by license no. No index. Hdw: on 
ptd. form._ 50 pp. 7 x 12 x_l. Desk. 

8. (WINE AND !-1ALT BEVERAGES LICENSE STUBS) .. 1938--. 1 vol .. 
For descript"ion .. see entry 7.. Arr. by license no. No index. Hdw., on pt;a.. 
form. 100 pp. 5 x 12 x 3/4. Desk. 

Pole Locations 

9. (Petitions and Orders for) POLE LOCATIONS .AND. PLANS, 1905-310 
1 file box. 

i. Orders for pole erections: 'Name of petitioner; number, length, type, 
location of -ooles; terms of indemnification; dat~ of petition .. hearing, 
order; signatures of town clerk and selectmen. 



24. 
[9-141 Board of Selectmen - Heal th; I~liscellaneous 

ii., Petitions for -pole locations: Name., address of petitioner; number, 
lenptth, proposed location of poles; terms of a~eemont .. date of 
petition, signature of petitionero 

.ii, Plans of existing and proposed 'Dole locations: Name o:f peti tioner_i 
sectional street lav-out~ location of pole, date of petition? 

Arr. chron.. No index. Plans min,d~drawn, :ord$rs and peti tipns typed on 
ptd,. form. 10 :x 4 x 8. Store.j;a va .. , fireit fl. , T oHo 

10. (RECORD OF PER11ITS FOR POLE ERECTIONS AND w'"IRE ATTACffim_iTS), 
1914-29.. 1 vol .. 

Name of grantee, terms of indemnification; location of pole, wire attach
ments; signatures of selectmen, date of gro.nto Arro bv date of' gz:ant,, No 
index. ~dw. 400 p-p:, 10 x 7 x 1. Storage vao .. first fl11 .. ~.II? 

Health 
(See also entry 2-va) 

11.. RECORDS 0~ DMJq-ERous DISEASES, 1898--" 2 vols~ 
Name, address, a.p;:e, occupation of patient; type of disease, name of physician; 
date of illness, notification .. disinfection:. period of isolation, disposition 
of case. Arro by date of illness .. No index. Hdw .. 50 P"Pc 12 x 16 x ½ .. 
1 volo .. 1898-1916~ storage va., first fl •• T.H?; 1 vol., 1916--, sel. off? 

Miscellaneous 

12 ~ ( priginaJ) TOWN (11eeting). 1-!ARP •. ANTS, 1872-- o 1 file box~ 
Place, date~ ~ime of meeting; subject, number of article; date of warrant, 
signatures of selectmen, constableis returnr. Arr, by date of warrant~ No· 
index.. Hdw.. and ty-ped on -ptd.. form" 8. x 10 x 4e ~torage vao . first fl o , 

For copies of warrants and minutes of town meetings 1?19--, see entry 
16; for transcript of minutes and copies of \mrrants published in clerkrs 
o.nnual report 1887--~ ~ee entry 17e 

13 ~ ( IJABRAI-JT. FOR ~m.AL TOW I1E~°'Til'JG .AND REPORT THEREOF) , Feb~ 6, 
1738/9 .,· · 1 sheet e 

Notification of meeting to elect town officers and decide whether hogs be 
confined or allowed to run at large~ Includes constable~s return and ad
dendum b:v ~.obn Metcalf~ town clerk~ listing names of officers elected., :FJ'.dw-
1 p. 8 x 100 (Ma~~-=.- A!:chiv~, .State House,. Bo~ton, "Towns, 1730-1742," 
vol .. 114, :p~ 407 .. ) · 

14~ COP.ftESPONDENCE, 1920--.,. 3 file boxes~ Prior records destroved~ 
Communications concerning appointment of town officers~ issue of licenses 
and permits.. requests for informatione Arr.. alpho by name of corresp~:).ndant" 
No index. Hdw,and tYPed~ 12 x 14 x 25., 2 file boxes~ 1920-30~ storage 
vao, first fl~, T~nQ; 1 file box~ 1930--, sel., off~ 



25. 
To,m Clerk - }!inutes and Reports [15-1?] 

15. (I.,IISCELLANEOUS P.A?EHS), 1?73-1925. 1 bd.J .• 
i. Approved street lav-outs, 1890-1925: Name, location, dimensions of 

street; signatures of selectmen, date of apuroval 
ii. List of jurors. 1773-1866: No.me, occupation of juror. For selection 

of jurors by select~en 1835--, see entry l; for annual published jury 
lists 1928--, see entry 2-vii; for lists of residents liable for jury 
duty 1719--, see entry 16. 

iii. Poll Tax (List), 1773-1801. entry 64. 
No arr. No index. Hdw. Writing faded, paper poor. 15 x 12 x 3. Safe, 
town cl. off., first fln, T.H. 

II . TOw1I CLEPK9 9 

A town clerk has been elected annually for a term of one year since the 
first town meeting in March, 1719/20.1 

Except where otherwise noted. all records are on the first floor, Tovm 
Hall. In addition to the following records, see entry 9-i for acknowledg
ment of selectmenfs orders for pole erections 1905-310 

~Iinutes and Re~orts 

16. {TO'Wl~ RECORDS). 1719--. 10 volso 
Action taken on articles listed in toim meeting warrants, reuorts of town 
departments, anpointment of officers, lists of residents liable for jury 
duty; returns of town vote in tovm. state. and federal elections; place, 
date of meetingo Includes copies of warrants for town neetings; ,Also con
tains: I1ili ta.ry List { Residents Eligible for Military Duty) , entry 3?" 
Arr. by date of me_eting. 1-J"o index. Hdw. 500 p-p. 16 x 11 x 3c 6 vols'>, 
1719-1922, safe, cl. off.; 4 vols •• 1923--, storage va. 

For transcript of minutes published in annual reuort 188?--, see entry 
17; for original town meeting warrants. see entry 12. 

17 • (CLERK'S i\:N:UUAL REPORT TO SELEC~) , 1887 -- • In Annual Report 
of the Town Officers. entry 2~ 

Tran.Ecript of minutes of town meetings, town meeting warrants, vital statis
tics, election tabulations. 

99. For the statutory or1g1n and duties of this officer, see To~m 
Government in Massachusetts. 

1. ( Town Records)', 1719/20-1938. 



26. 
[18-21] .. Town Clerk - Vital Statistics 

18. RECOEIS OF TEE PROPRIEroRS OF LAND BEI\iEEN WRENTHAM AND 1'1EUDON 
(Minute·s of Meetings) • 1714-1813. l vol. 

Discussion and decisions on a~propriations for tovm expenses, appointment of 
committees, instructions to assessors. perambulationo of town boundaries; 
date of meeting. !-~r.·by date of meeting. No•index. Ildw. Writing faded .. 
215 pp. 10 x 14 7- 1½- Cl. off. 

19. (TOWN l"lEETING IwIIJ:IDTFaS - ELECTION OF TOltr.~ OFFICERS) , }Iar. ? , 1 ?38/9" 
1 sheet. · · 

Minutes of a meeting_at which town officers were elected~ 
warrant for meeting. Edw. 1 "P.. 8 x 8. ( !1ass. Archives., 
"Towns, 1730-1?42·," vol. 114, :p. -40?·.) -,w- -

Includes copy of 
State IIouse, Boston. 

20. ( TOWN l'-1EE11ING VOTE - RfflOVAL OF !-'.i.EP:J:IlJGHOUSE) , I·Iay 17, l ?42 ,. 
1 sheet. 

Copy of a vote taken at a town meeting consen.ting to the removal of the 
meetinghouse. Hdw. 1 p. 6 x 8. (Mass. Archives, State House, Boston, 
E~qlesiastical, 1?39-1?49, vol. 12, p. 234.) 

Vital Statistics 
(See also entry 17.) 

21. {Record of) BIRTF.B, t'IARRlAGES, AND DEA.TES i 1 ?19-- .. 13 vols -
~Iissing: 1845-57. 

i~ Births: Name, sex of child; date of birth. nanes of pa.rents~ 182?-44 
includes date of recording; 1858-- includes condition of child, place of 
birth; address, occupations., birth~laces of parents; 1898-- includes col~ 
of child~ name of attending physician. 

ii. Deaths: Name of deceased, date of death. 1827-44, 1858-- includes sex 
of deceased, name of next of kin; 1858-- includes address, color, occupa
tion, marital status, birthl)lo.ce of deceased, cause, place of death; placi; 
of burial, name of undertaker; names, birthplaces of parents. 

iii~ Marriages: N~es. addresses of contracting parties; date of marriage, 
name of person officiating. 182?-44, 1858-- includes place of marriage; 
address, position of person officiating; date of recording, signature of 
clerk; 1858-- includes ages, color, occupations, birthplaces, prior rn.aritl 
status· of parties; names of parents., 

Arra chron~ ,For index 1850--1935, see entry 22. Hdwo to 1930, typed there-
81ter... 200 pp. 20 X ..-14 X 2-c- 7 ·vols •. , 1 ?19-1844-, cl O off O ; 6 vols o'' 1858--' 
storage va. {Also 1 published vol., 1719-1850', found in the following de
positories: State Lib.-, ~ston; ~s.ton Public tibo; Brookline .~blic Libo; 
Dedham I:Iist. Soc. Lib.; Mass. Hist. ·soc. Lib., ... Boston·'!·) · · 



27. 
Tovm Clerk [22-23] 

22. (I!'IDEx: TO BIRTBS, MARRIAGF,S,·.AND DEA'IBS), 1850-1935ft 7 file 
boxes ( A-Z} • 

i. Index to record of births: Name~ sex of child; place. date of birth; 
names. occupations, birthplaces of parents; volume and page reference. 

ii. Index to record of deaths: Name, sex, birthplace, marital status of 
deceased; names of pa.rents, volume and page reference" 

iii. Index to record of marriages: Names, ages, occupations, birthplaces, 
prior marital status or contracting parties; names of parents; place, date 
of marriage: volume and page rcfer~ce. 

Arr. alph. by names of principals. Typed. 4 x 4 x 12. Sal .. off,, 

23. BELLINGEAI"l ( Original Certificates of) BIRTIIS, 1899--. 1 file "f?ox, 
16 vo"is ~ ( 1 file box, 1899-1922, unlabeled; 16 vols .. , 1923--, 
dated.) 

Contains the following birth certificates: 
in Delayed_certiricate of birth: Name, sex, color, condition of child; 

place, date of birth; names, address. ages. color, occupations of parents; 
signature, position. address of attendant at birth; number. date of certif~ 
.icate. Also includes affidavit: :Name, address, -position of deponent; 
name of child, not~ry public; cause of delay, nature of evidence supporting 
affidavit; date of birth, deposition; signature of cl~rkc 

ii= Physician's return of a birth: Name, sex, color, condition of child; 
place, date of birth; names, address, ages, occupations, birthplaces of 
parents; attestation of physician, date of return, signature of clerk 

iiio State standard certificate of birth: Name, sex, color, condition of 
child; place, date of birth: names, addres~- ages, color, occupations 
of parents; signature~ position, address of attendant at birth; number, 
date of certificate. 1918-- includes attestation of state registrar 
of vital statistics.. Also includes excerpts from General Laws govern
ing birth re~ortsQ 

i Vo Su-pplemental report of birth: Name of child, date of birth; names, 
addresses of parents. Also includes excerpt from General Laws govern
ing birth returns, and instructions to parents. 

Includes birth certificates and copies of birth reccrds of children born i~ 
Rhode Island of Bellingham parents. Arr. by date of birth., No index"' Hdw 
and typed on ptd. form.a File box_ 8 x 4 x 10; vols., 150 pp. 11 x 10 x 2, 
1 file box.. 1899-1922, storage va. ; 16 vols. , 1923--, safe, cl.. off u 



28. 
[24-28] Town Clerk - Vital Statistics 

24. (Physician" s :t-Ionthly Report of) BIRTHS, 1885-98. 1 bdlr. 
Names. sex, color of children delivered; places, dates of births; names, 
addresses, birthplaces, occu-pations·-o.f·~arents: date of re~ort, signature 
of physician. Includes excerpt from General Laws governing returnso Arr .. 
by date of report. No index. Hdw. on ptd.· form. 16 :x: 6 :x: le Safe, cl~ off, 

25. (Original Certificates of) ~IAHRIAGE INTENTIONS, 1915--. 2 file 
boxes. 

Names, addresses. ages, color, birthplaces, occu-pations, prior marital sta
tus of contracting parties: names of parents, maiden names of mothers; sig
natures of contracting parties; number, date of certificate; signature of 
clerk. Arr. by certificate no. No iµdex. Hdw. on ptd. form. 8 :x: 4 x 10c 
Stora~:.; va .. 

26. (Record of) INTENTIONS OF ?1/l...RRIAGE, 1912--. ~ vols. 
Names, addresses, ages, color, birthplaces, o~cupations,- prior marital sta
tus of contracting parties; names of parents, date of filinge Arrr alph, by 
names of contracting parties. No index. Tidw. 200 pp. 16 :x: 12 x ln 
Storage va. 

2?. (Original Certificates of) I1ARRIA9-FS IN T"rlE TOWN OF BELLil1GHLU1, 
1860--.. 1 bdl., 1 file box, 12 volso Title varies: Marriage 
Certificates, 1860-9?, 1 bdl., 18~8-1926, 1 file box. 

Nam.es, addresses: ages, color, occupations, birthplaces, prior marital sta
tus of contracting parties; names of parents, date of filing of intentions, 
signature of clerk; place, date of :marriage; signature, position of person 
officiating; ntnnber, date of certificateu 1927-- includes maiden name of 
mother, address of person officiating. 1 bdlc, 1860-9?, 1 file box, 1898-
1926, arrc by date of marriage; 12 vols., 192?--, arrQ by certificate no 
No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. Bdl., 8 :x 5 x 2; file box, 8 :x 4 x 10; vols o, 
50 pp. 11 x 10 x to 1 bd.l., 1860-9?. 12 volso, 1927--, safe, cl off~; 
1 file bo:x, 1898-1926, storage va. 

28.. (Original Certificates of) D];ATES Il~ T0w1ll OF BELLING~, 1884-- .. 
1 bdl., 1 file box, 11 vols. Title varies: Death Certificates, 
1884-1904. 1 bdl.; Deaths, 1905-26, 1 file box. 

Name, sex of deceased; duration of illness; cause. place, date of death; sig~ 
nature of ~hysician: number. date of certificate~ 1897-- includes address, 
age. color, occupation, marital status of deceased; names, birthplaces of 
parents; place of interment; 1904-- includes date of interment; nn.Lle, ad
~ of undertaker; address of physician; 1927-- includes hour of death, 
maiden nane of mother; name, address of infornant; statement of cttendance 
by physician; number. date of burial er removal permit. 1 bdlo, 1884-1904, 
1 file box, 1905-26, arr. by date of death; 12 vols •. 1927--~· arro by cer
tificate no. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form.. Bdl ... 8 x 5 x 2; :file box, 
8 x 4 x 10; vols., 50 pp. 11 x 10 :x: ½- 1 bd.l., 1894-1904; 12 volso,. 1927--, 
safe. cl. off.; 1 file box, 1905-26, storage va. 



29. 
Town Clerk - Licenses and Fermi ts: r1ortgages; Tovm. Officers [29-34] 

Licenses and Permits 

29. BURI.AL PERMITS,1918--. 1 file box. 
i. Permits returned by superintendent of cemetery or crematory: Name, age 

of deceased; cause, place, date of death; place of interment; name of appli
cant, attending physician; number, date of permit; place, date of interment 
or cremation; signature of superintendent of cemetery or crematory 

ii. Stubs of permits: Name, age of deceased; cause, place, date of death; 
place of interment; name of applicant, attending physician; number, date of 
permit . 

.Arr. by permit no .. No index. lidw. on ptd. form. 8 x 2 x 10. Storage va. 

30. FIS-.tI. .AND G.Al"IE Rea-WRNS (Copies of i·ionthly Reports to State Depart
ment of Conservation, Division of Game and Fisheries), 1924--. 
1 file bOXo 

Report of receipts from licenses issued: Serial numbers, classt:fi.cat,on:
total number of licenses issued; amount of fees retained by town, amount 
reiilitted to state; signature of clerk, date of' return" Arr .. by month.. :t-Jo 
index. Ildwo on ptd~ form. 8 x 4 x 10. Storage va. 

31. (Stubs of) SPORTING (Fish and Hunting) LICENSES, 193?--~ 1 file 
box.. Prior records kept by State Denartment of Conservation, 
Division of Game and Fisheriesc 

Name, address, age, physical description of licensee; number of license; date 
of issue, expiration; amount of fee. Arr. by date of issue.. No index,. Hdw 
on ptd. form. 5 x 6 x 10. Residence of Leo A. Gosselin .. ( cl .. )., Grosvenor 
Ave., S. Bellingham.o 

32. (DOG LICENSE DUPLICATES), 1934--r. 5 bdls.. Prior records de-
_stroyed. 

Name, address of dog own.er; n~e, sex, color, breed, age of dog; type, num-· 
ber of license; date of issue, expiration; amount of fee~ signature of clerk 
Arr. by license no.. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 6 x 4 x 2o Safe, cl 
off. 

I1ortgages 

33. (Transcript i ans of) PERSONAL PROPERTY MORTG.A.GES, 1880--.. 5 vols ... 
Name, address of mortgagor, mortgagee; statutory text, terms, date of in
strument; am.aunt of consideration, date of recording, signatures of witnes
ses, acknowledgment of justice of the peace or notary public" _4..rre by date 
of recording. No index. Hdw. 400 pp. 12 x 7 x 1~. Storage vao 

Town Officers 
(See also entries 1, 13, 19.) 

34. (Town Officers' Fidelity) B011DS, 1901-13. 1 file boxn 
Bond~ guaranteeing faithful performance of dutie~: Name, address, position 
of officer; names, ·addresses of sureties; amount, terms, date of issue and 
expiration of bond; signatures of principals. Arr. by date of issue. No 
index. Hdw. and typed on ptd. form. 8 x 4 x 10. Storage va .. 



30. 
[35-39] Registrars of Voters 

35. (NOMil~ON PAPERS OF C.ANDID.AT:E:3 FOR TOWN OFFICES), 1937--. 
2 bells. Prior records destroyed. 

Name~ address of candidate; signatures, addresses of voters; name, term of 
office; number of signatures, date of :filing; signatures of registrars of 
voters. candidate.. clerk. No arr. . No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 
6 x 14 x 2. Safe, cl. off • 

• 
36. (Letters of) RF.SIGNA.TION OF TOWN OFFICERS, 1930.;..-. 1 file box~ 

Name of office; cause, effective date of resignation; date of letter1 sig
nature of officer. Arr. bv date of resignation. No index. Edw. and typed .. 
8 x 4 x 10. Storage va. 

?-li acellaneous 

37. ~LITARY LIST (Residents Eligible for Military Duty), 1936. l bdl. 
1·7i9..:"_ in (Town Records), entry 16. 

Name, address, age of resident. Arr. alph. by nane of residont. No index. 
Typed. 12 x 8 :x ½• Safe, cl. off. 

38. WARNINGS TO DEPART TEE TOWN OF BELLINGHAM, 1856-96. l file box. 
Notices to persons requesting that they leave town, served by the constable 
and returned: Name of person "WaJ.-ned, reason for warning; constable! s return. 
No arr. No index. Hdw. 4 x 5 x: 8. · Cl. c·rr. 

39. BEI,LINGEAM - TOWN MAP, 1826. l map. 
' ~ • • • .A -- !1 

Map showing location of streets, road 'intersections, hills. Elihu Partridge. 
Black-and-white. l":3,300'. 14 x: 22. Cl. off. 

III. .£iID.ISTRARS OF VOTERS2 

From 1719/20 to 1798 the selectmen kept the lists of eligible voters 
in Bellingham. 'With the election of a board of assessors in 1798 this duty 
was assigned to them, where it remained until 1834. In that year en recom
mendation of the selectmen the ofiice of registrars of voters was first es
tablished3, the selectmen appointing three registrars for a term of one 
year. 

S_ince 1834 the number of registrars has varied from two to four but 
most commonly it has been three, all appointed by·the selectmen. The regis
trars are now appointed in rotation by the selectmen, one registrar am;tually 
for a term of three years.4 The registrars elect a chairman from among 
themselves and the town clerk is .an ex;_officio member. 

2. For the statutory origin and fUnctions of this office, see Town 
Government in Massachusetts. 

3. (Town Records), IV, 106. 
4. Annual Report of the Town O:fficers1 1938, p. 6. 



31. 
Board of Assessors - Minutes and Reports [40-44] 

In addition to tho follovring records, see entry 35 for regist1-ars' certi
fication of nomination papers of candidates for town office 193?--o 

40. {RIDISTRARS' lJmDAL HEPORT.TO SELEC'll"~EN), 1892, 1915, 1917, 1921, 
1923--o In Annual Report cf the.Town Officers, entry 2. 

Revised voting list; ;place, date of meeting held for purpose of revision" 

41. GENERAL REGISTER OF VOTERS, 1882--. 4 vols .. 
Name, address, age, birthplace, occupation, signature of voter; residence 
April first, place of employment, date of registration. Arr. alph. by name of 
voter. No index~ Hdw. on ptd. form. 50 pp. 16 x 10 x ¼. Storage vao~ 
first fl., T.H. 

42. LIST OF VOTERS, 1817-34. 1 file box. 
Name, address of votero A~r. alph. by name of voter.. No indexG IIdT1 .. , 
4 x 6 x 8. Town cl. off., first fle, T.H. 

43. (LIST OF VOTERS), Mar. 5, 1?38/9u 1 sheet. 
Names of qualified voters as compiled from (Poll, Real and Personal Property 
Tax List), entry 49n lldw. 1 p. 8 x 6. (Mass. Archives_, State House, Boston~ 
"Towns, 1730-42", vol .. 114, :p. 406.} =w 

IV.. BOARD OF ASSESSORS5 

Until 1798 the board of selectmen served as assessorsn Three assessors 
were first elected in 1798.6 Upon these assessors devolved not only the 
duties of valuation of property and assessnent of taxes, but also, until 
1834, the duty of keeping lists of eligible voters which had hitherto been 
performed by the selectmen. After 1834 the latter duty ,vas taken over by 
the newly appointed registrars of voterso? The system of rotation in offi~e 
is now in use, one member of the board being replaced by election each year 
and all members serving a three-year term.8 

Exccnt where otherwise noted, all records are in the storage vault, 
first floor, Town Hall. In addition to the following records, see entry 18 
for proprietors' instructions to assessors 1714-1813. 

Minutes and Reports 

44. {_4.SSFSSORS' r\NNUAL P~ORT TO SELECTf[EN) , 1885-87, 1891, 1896-1900, 
1905, 1907--o In Annual Reuort of the Town Officers, entry 2c 

Total valuation of real and personai property, and poll tax. 

------·· 5. For the statutory origin 
Government in Massachusetts. 

•= 6 . ( TownRecords) , II , 182 • 

and functions of this office, see To'tm -------· 

?. Seep. 30. 
8. Annual Re:port.of the Torn.Officers, 1938, p. 329 • 

. rm 



32. 
[45-51] Board of Assessors - Valuations and Assessments; Abatementt 

45. BECORIB 9~ ASSESSORS' ~GS (~inutes). 1910-20. 1 vol. 
Recommendations for tax abatament·s ,' proposals for tax changes, estimate of 
departmental budget. Arr. by date of meeting. No index. Hdw. 100 pp .. 
8§' X 11 X ¼• 

46. BANK RETURNS (Reports on Shareholders and Depositors), 1849-56. 
1 bdl. 

Name of bank; names, number of shareholders, depositors; total assets, sig
nature of bank official. No arr. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 3 x 6 :x: 2 .. 
Safe, town cl. off., first fl., T.H. 

Valuations and Assessments 
(See also entry 44.) 

477. (Real and Personal Property) VALUATION ( and Poll Lists), 1811--o 
84 vols._· Missing: 1844-48. 

Real and personal :property lists: Name, address of taxpayer; location, de
scription, valuation of property; amount, date of tax; total amount of tax. 
Poll lists: ~ame, address of poll; 8.lllOunt of tax, total number of pollsc 
Arr. alph. by name of taxpayer. No index. Hdw. 100 pp. 16 :x 20 x 3/4. 

For real and personal property tax receipts 1885--, see entry 63; for 
collector's poll t~ lists 1885--," see entry.64. 

48. (VALUATION CARDS), 1935--. 2 file boxes. Prior records destroyed. 
Valuation of real and personal property: Name, address of property owner; 
location, description, valuation of property. Arr. alph. by name of prop
erty owner •. No index. Typed on ptd. form. 12 x 14 x 22. Assrs. off., 
first fl. , T .. H. 

49. (POLL, REAL AND PERSON.AL PROPERTY TAX LIST), 1?38. 2 sheots. 
Valuation list completed by John Metcalf and Seth Hall, assessors, showing 
names of taxpayers; rate, amount of tax. Hd,v. 4 pp. 4 x 5~·· (Mass. Archives' 
State House-, Boston.,., ".Towns, 1730-1742," vol-.- 114., Pll. 402-405-0

) 

50 •. (Real and Personal Property) Til. {Assessment) BOOK, 1764-'.:.. • . 
42 vols. Missing: 1822-40, 1866-1900. 

Name, address of property owner; location, description, valuation of prop
erty; amount of assessment, abatement, total tax. Arr. alph. by name of 
property owner.. No index. Hdw. to 1840, ptd. there.aft or.. 300 pp. 
10 x 14 x l¼. 21 vols. , 1764-1821, cl. off. ; 14 vols. , 1841-65, storage v a" ; ..., 
7 vols., 1901--, assrs. off.; first fl., T.H. 

:~ 

Abatements 
(See also entries 45, 50, 55, 56.) 

51. (Poll, Real and Personal Property Tax) ABATEr1ENT .RECORD, 1904--o 
1 vol. 

Name of taxpayer; amount, type, date of assessment; amount, cause, date of 
abatement; total annual abatements. Arr. by date of abatement. No index .. 
Hdw. on ptd. form. 100 pp. 8 x 11 x 1~ 



33. 
Board of Assessors - Motor Vehicle Excise; Miscellaneous [52-59] 

52. (REAL AND PERSONAL PROPERTY TAX ABAT:El"lmT CERTIFICATES), 1926--
8 volsc 

Name, address of taxpayer; location of prope.rty; amount, date of assessment; 
amount, cause, do.te of abatement; signatures of assessors. Arr. by date of 
abatement. No index. Hdw. on ptd. formo 100 pp. 3 x ? x 3/4 .. 

53. (APPLICATIONS FOR ABATEI .. 1ENT), 1935--G In Correspondence, entry 
59. 

Na.me, address of applicant; reason for desired.abatement, amount of abate
ment requested" 

Motor Vehicle Excise 
(Tax authorized by law 1929; see also entry 66.)· 

54. _MOTOR VEHICLE EXCISE (Assessments), 1929--. 9 vols. 
Name, address of owner; make, model, type, valuation of vehicle; amount of 
tax, date of registration. Arr. alpha by name of owner. No index. Hdw- · 
50 pp. 16 X 20 X 3/40 

55. EXCISE ABATEi"1ENT BOOK, 1929--~ 1 vol~ 
Name of taxpayer; amount, date of assessment; amount, cause, period, date 
of abatement o Arr. by date of abatement.. No index. Hd'tY. on ptd.. form,, 
100 pp. 8 X 11 X 3/4~ 

56. (ABATEMENT CERTIFICATES), 1930--n 3 vols. 
Name, address of taxpayer; amount, date of assessment, abatel!lent; signatures. 
of assessorso Arr. by date of abatement., !{o index. Hdwo on ptd~ form,, 
100 pp8 11 X 8 X 3/4~ 

!'Iiscellaneous 

. 57 .. LIST OF RESIDENTS, 1935--c 5 sheets. System estab. 1935, 
Name, address, precinct number of residento Arr" by precinct no~ and there
under alpho by :q.ame of residento No indexc Ptdo 11 x 8½. Assrso off., 
first fl .. , ToHo 

58.. LIST OF FEMALE RESIDENTS, 19240 1 sheet. 
Name, address of female residento Arr. alpho by name of resident. Ptd~ 
24 x 300 State Lib., State House, Bostono 

59. CORRESPONDENCE, 1935--o 2 file boxes. Prior records destroyedo 
Correspondence with taxpayers pertaining to applications for abatement and 
property valuations; with state and county officials relative to reports 
and tax levies on town.a .P ... lso contains: (Applications for Abatement), 
entry 53. Arr" alph. by name of correspondent.; No index. Hdw. and 
tY})ed~ 12 x 14 x 25. Assrs. off., first flo, Toll" 



34. 
[60-66] Collector of Taxes 

60. -BELLINGHAM MAP, 1725. l map. 
Land tenure map showing grants of land along the Rhode Island line. John 
Chandler. Black-and-white. No soale. 16 3/4 x 12 3/4. ?-lass. Hist~ Soc" 
Lib., Boston. 

. 
61. (LIST OF GRANTEES) 1 Apr. 18, 1735. 3 shoats. 

Names of granteos of seven Narmgensett townships, including Bellingham, 
laid out by order ·or the general court. Hdw. A np. 6 x 18. (Mass. Al'ohives, 
State Hous•,- Bosten--. "-T011D.8;: 1730-1'1'2" • vol. ll4, pp-. 106-110. f 

V. COLLECTOR OF TAXF,S9 

Prior to 1798 the collection of taxes was performed by oonstables under 
the supervision of the selectmen. In that year a colloctor of taxes w~s 
elec~ed for a torm of one yee.r,lOa practice which has continued to date.11 

62. (COLLECTOR'S ANNUAL REPORT TO SELECTMEN), 1891-1901, 1903--. In 
Annual Report of the Town Officers, entry 2. 

Amounts, types of taxes collected; amounts of abatements. 

63. REAl, AND PERSONAL (Property) TAX (Receipts), 1885--. 51 vols. 
Name, address of taxpayer; location, description, valuation of property; 
amount of tax; amount, date of payment. Arr. al:ph. by name of taxpayer. 
No index. Hdw. 250 pp. 8 x 10 x 2. Storage va., first fl., T.H. 

For assessors' valuation lists 1738, 1811--, see entries 47-49; for 
assessments 1764--, see entry 50; for abatements 1904--, see entries 51, 52. 

64. POLL TAX (List), 1885--. 25 vols. 1773-1801 in (Miscellaneous 
Papers), entry-15,-111. 

Name, address, age of,poll. Arr. alph. by name of poll. No index. Hdw. 
200 pp. 10 x 12 x 2. Storage vn., first fl., T.H. 

For assessors' poll lists 1738, 1811--, see entries 47, 49; for abate
ments 1904--, see entry 51. 

65. (Published) ASSESSED POLL TAX LIST, 1924. 
liame, address of poll. Arr. alph. by name o:f poll. 
Lib., State House, Boston. 

1 sheet. 
Ptd. 24 x 30. State 

66. MOTOR VEHICLE EXCISE TAXES (Receipts), 1929-~. 7 vols. Tax 
· authorized by law 1929. 

Name, address of taxpayer; r~istration number, description of vehicle; 
amount, date of payment. Arr .. alph. by name of taxpayer. No index. Hdw. 
200 pp. 8 x ·10 x 2. Storage va. ,- first fl., T.H. 

For assessments, see entry 54; for abatements, see entries 55, 56. 

9. For the statutory origin and :f'unctions of this officer, see Town 
Government in Massachusetts. 

lOo (Town Records), lI, 182. 
11 .. I-bid., 1798-1938~ 



35. 
[6?-?1] 

VI . TOWN TREASUHER12 

Since the first tovm meeting.in March, 1719/20, the treasurer has been 
elected annually for a term.of one year~l3 

Except where otherwise noted, all records aro in tho storage vault, 
ftrst floor, 'I1own Hall . In addition to the following records, see entr-.r 96 
for school connnittee~s orders to treasurer for payment of teachers' salaries 
1??6-1839; entry 108 for board of public welfare orders on treasurer for 
payment of departmental expenditures 1898--. 

67 e ( TH.Elib1JRER' S A:NIWAL HE?ORT TO SELECT.MEN) , 1868-- D In Annual Report 
of the Town Officers, entry 2o 

Receipts and expenditures by department in detail. 1874-- includes liabil
ities and assets~ 

68. ·TREASURER'S (Cash) ACCOUNT BOOK (Receipts and Expenditures), 
1753--. 5 vols. Missing: 1871-19080 

Receipts from taxes, licenses and permits, county and state grants, interest 
on bank deposits, sale of bonds, departmental revenue: Nome of payer, de
partment credited; amount, source, date of receipt. Expenditures for de
partmental expenses, principal and interest payments on bonds, trust funds: 
Na.me of payee, department chargod; amount, purpose, date of expenditure; 
voucher number. Arr., by date of transaction.. No index. Hdw.. 300 pp. 
11 X 15 X 2. 

690 SELEC'IT1EN'S·BILLS (Selectman's Orders on Treasurer), 1912--~ 11 
file boxes .. Prior records destroyed. 

- . 

Authorization by selectmen of payment of expenses of town departments: Name 
of payee, department appropriation; amount, itemization, date, number of 
order; date of authorization, payment; signatures of selectmen~ Arrr by 
order no., No index. Hdw,, on ptdo form .. 8 :x: 4 x 10. 

For vote of selectmen on authorizations 1835--, see entry 1~ 

?O~ (CHECKS), 1907-- .. 34 vols~ 
i~ Canceled checks: Nain.e of payee; amount, number, date of check; warrant, 

voucher number; bank cancelation stamp. 
Li~ Check stubs, 190?-22: .Name of payee, department charged, amount, pur

pose, number, date of check. 
1\:rr,, by check no,, No index.. Hdw·. on ptd. faro. 500 pp. 11 x 16 x 2,, 

71. T...l\X TITLE RECORD ( of Propert~ Taken by Town for Nonpayment of 
Taxes), 1923--. 3 vols. 

Name, address of taxpayer; location, valuation.of_ property; year, amount of 
assessment; amount of tax, interest costs; date of demand, advertisement, 
foreclosure, redemption or sale, release;_ amount, d·ate of payment. Arr .. by 
date of sale or redemption. No index. Hdw. 260 pp. 9x 12 x ½-

12. For the statutory origin and functions of this officer, see To~m 
Government in Massachusetts. 

13. (Town Records}, 1?19/20-1938. 



36. 
[72-73] Finance Committee; Auditors; Town Accountant 

VII. FiliANCE COI1l'IIT'1'.EE14 

A finance committee of eight members has been elected annually in Bell
ingham since 1926~15 

72.. (FINANCE COI,;Il-llTTEE'S ANNUAL REPORT TO SELECTMEN), 1926--. In 
Annual Report of the Town Officers, entry 2e 

Report on budgets for all town departments. 

VIII. AUDITORS16 

A board of three auditors was first elected in 1849.17 From 1869 to 
192p a single auditor was ele·cted annually _for a term of one year, the in
cumbent often- being a selectman, clerk, assessor or other offioial.18 
In addition to the following record, see entry 2-ix for state auditors' 
reports 1928, 1931, 1933, 1937--. 

73. (AUDITOR'S ANNUAL REPORT TO SELEC'I!t~mt_) , 1861-62, 1867, 1898-1902, 
1904-9, 1911-12, 1914-17, 1919-25. In Annual Report of the Town 
Officers, entry 2. 

Certification of accounts of all town departments~ 1861-62 includes record 
of town indebtedness. 

· IX~ TOWN ACCOUNT.ANT19 

The ~irst town accountant was appointed by the selectmen.in 1909 for a 
term of three years,.20 No change has occurred in the term or method of ap
pointment since that dateo21 

Except where otherwise noted, all records are in the storage vault·, 
first floor-,-Tollil. Halle 

. -~- ·-· 140 ·For the statutory origin and duties of _this committee, see Town 
Government in Mas.sachusetts. 

15" ~ual~Report of the Town Officers, 1926-38 .. 
160 For the st~tutory origin and duties of auditors 1 see Town Govern-

ment in Massachusetts. 
17 ,; · Fairbanks , op. cit • , p. 153'.· 
18. Annual Report of the Town Officers, 1869-19250 
19. For the statutory origin and functions of this officer, see Town 

Government in Massachusetts. 
20-. · Annual. Report of the Town Officers, 1909. 
21. Ibid. ~ ·· 1909-38 e 



37. 
School Committee [74-78] 

74
0 

(ACCOUNT.ANT'S .ANNUAL REPORT TO SELEC'll'IEN), 1927, 1929--- In 
Annual Report of the Town Officers, entry 2 .. 

Receipts and expenditures of town departments, town indebtedness; amounts, 
purposes of appropriations; balance sheetc 

75. JOURNAL (Estimate of Departmental Receipts and Expenditures}, 
1909--c 15 vols. 

Name of department; amount, source of receipt; amount, purpose of expendi
ture; date of estimate. Includes adjusting bookkeeping entries~ Arr by 
date of estimate. No index. 100 pp~ 5 x? x 3/4~ 

76? CASH (Classification of Receipts and Expenditures by Department)~ 
1909--. 15 vols. 

Name of department charged or credited; name, number of accotmt; arn.ount:
source or purpose, date of receipt or ·-expenditure; total receipts, expendi
tures. Arr. by nonth.. !-Jo index. Hdw.. 300 ppo_ 15 x 10 x 1 1/8 

77. LEDGER, 1909--. 15 vols .. 
Summary of' accounts as posted from Journal (Estimate of Departmental Receipts 
and Expenditures), entry 75; Cash (Classification of Receipts or Expenditures 
by Department), entry 76: Name, number of account; amount, date of debit, 
credit posting.: Arr,, by name of accounto I-Io inaex., Hdw., 100 pp-
5 x 7 x 3/4. 13 volso, 1909-33, storage Vac; 2 volso, 1934--, residence of 
'William W. Fairbanks (acct.) , S. I-Iain St c 

?8. (Original Paid) VOUCEERS (for Expenditures of To-wn Departments), 
1912--r 12 file boxes, 12 bdlso Prior records destroyed 

Selectmen's authorizations to treasurer, transmitted to accountant after 
payment: Name of department, payee; amount, itemization, purpose, date of 
e:xpenditu!e; number, date 9f voucher; signature of department head, chair
man of selectmen. Arr~ by date of voucherc No indexc Hdw~ and typed on 
ptd~ formo File boxes, 5 x 12 x 30; bdlso, 12 x 5 x 2r 

X. SCHOOL C011I·IITTEE22 
,: 

Although schools were supported fairly consistently from the incorpora
tion of the town, not until 1'791 was the first school committee elected 2-3 
This was a committee of three elected annually at the town meeting for a 
term of one yearc The school co!DI!littee has remained with the exception of 
a few years, at three members. One member is now elected ea.ch year for a 
three year termo24 

Except where other.yise noted, all records.are in the superintendent's 
office, first floor, Bellingham Center School. 

22. For the statutory origin 
Government in Massachusetts. 

and functions of this office, see Town 
wwwwwww-· 

230 Partridge, op.~!!·, p. 13'7., 
24. Annual Report of the Town Officers,1938, pp. 4, 29. 



38. 
[79-84] School Connnitteo - Pupils' Records 

79. ( SCHOOL co1~™1TTEE' S AlffiU.AL REPORT TO SELECT11IEN) , 1882--. In 
.Annual Report of the Town Officers, entry 2. 

Summery of departmental activities, list of honor students, scholarship and 
attendance statistics~ ~893 ~ncludes request for a now school building at 
Caryville; 1894 includes superintendent's report; 1896 includes financial 
statement, educational briefs. · 

80,, (Annual Published) REPORT GF THE SCHOOL COI'-IMITTEE, 1858-1902 .. 
37 vols. Missing: 1862-64, 1874-75, 1882, 1892, 1900. Title 
varies slightly. 

Summaries of district activities, lists of teachers hired, discussions of 
educational policies," recommendations for housing improvements o.nd state
ment of new curricule added. Includes generally, tabulation of attendance, 
salaries of teachers, and, intermittently, summary of receipts and expendi
ture~o Arr. by subjecto No index. Ptd. 20 pp. 5 x 9½ x 1/8. Widener Lib~~ 
Harvard University, Cam.bridge. 

81. (Copies of) SCHOOL COI1l1ITTEE REPORTS (Submitted Annually to Select-
men), 1827-57. 1 bdl~ Prior records destroyed. 

Recol?ll?lendations for appropriations, appointment of teachers; discussion of 
educational methods, school policies. Arre by date of reporto No index, 
Hdw .. 9 x 12 x l., Town cl. off., first fl., T .. H~ 

820 REPORT OF THE SCHOOL COMHITTEE OF BELLINGIW'l, 1850-53. 2 pamphlets., 
Excerpts published from (Copies of) School Co:mmittee Reports (Submitted An
nually to Selectmen), entry 81: Recommendations for school appropriationsc 
list of teachers, statement of school policies. Arr .. by subject. No index~ 
Ptdo 4 pp. 5 x 8 x l/80 Town cl. off~, first fl., T .. Ho 

83. (REPORTS FRO:t-1 STATE DEPARTi·1ENT OF EDUCATION), 1934--. In (:Mis
cellaneous Records), entry 94. 

Report of state-wide educational activities, curricule revisions, suggested 
programs of study .. 

Pupils' Records 

84.. (PERI1ANENT SCHOLARSHIP MID ATTENDANCE RECORD), 1934--.. 1 •file 
box .. 

Name, address, grade of pupil; place, date of birth; date of admission, 
names of prior schools attended, subjects studied, rating in each subject, 
dates of attendance; number of times tardy, absent; name, occupation of 
father; signature of teacher. Arr .. by year and thereunder alph~ by name 
of pupil .. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 12 x 12 x 24. 

For published scholarship and attendance statistics 1882--, see entry 
79; for other attendance records 1776-1839, see entry 96P 



39 .. 
School Committee - Financial Records [85-93] 

85. (INTELLIGENCE TEST PAPERS), 1934--c 1 file boxa 
Name, grade of pupil; name of teacher, school; rating, grade and age- equiv
alent in each subject; total grade equive.lent, date of' examination .. Arr(" 
by grade no. and thereunder alph. by name of pupil. No index. Hdw,. on ptd .. 
form(' 12 x 12 x 24 . ., 

86. ( 1'-IONTELY ATTEND.AN CE RECORD OF PUPILS ATTEl-IDING OU'I -OF: TJ'WN SCHOOLS) , 
1934--.- In {Miscellaneous Records), entry 94. 

Name of pupil; name, location of school; number of days of attendancen 

8?. {RECOPJJ OF PUPILS CONVEYED TO AND FRO}l SCHOOL}, 1934--. In 
(Miscellaneous Records), entry 94. 

Name of pupil, school; number of days conveyed, number of daily trips, 
total number of trips during the school Dession.· :. 

88e (TiORK CERTIFICATES AUTHORIZING Er1PL0YivIENT OF PUPILS UNDER 16 
YEAHS OF AGE), 1934--. In {Miscellaneous Records), entry 94., 

Name, address, age, physiccl description of pupil; place, date of birth; 
name of school, grade last attended; name, address of employer; type of em
ployment, date of certificate; signature of superintendent, pupilo 

Financial Records 
{See also entries 79, 96.) 

89. (COPIES OF CONTRACTS), 1934--. In (Miscellaneous Records), 
entry 94 .. 

ContraciBbetween school comtlittee and teachers, bus drivers, supply houses: 
Na.me, address of contracting party; terms, purpose, date of contract; place, 
d~te of ~eeting of committee voting upon contract; signatures of contract
ing parties,, 

90. (SCHOOL PAY ROLL), 1934--. In {Miscellaneous Records), entry 94~ 
Name of employee, amount of salary, pay roll period, amount of deduction 
for retirement fund; amount, date of paymentr. 

910 (SCHEDULES OF BILLS PAY.ABLE)_, 1934--.. In (Miscellaneous Records), 
entry 94. 

Name of creditor; amount, itemization, date of bill; total amount, date of 
schedule. 

92~ (DUPLICATE PAID BILLS), 1934--. In (Miscellaneous Records), 
entry 94., 

Expenditures for supplies, furnishings, and maintenance:. Name, address of 
creditor; amount, itemization, date of bill; date of paymentc 

93c {TEACHERS' RETIREr,..IENT FOI~D RECORD), 1934--~ In (?1iscellaneous 
Records), entry 940 

Name of teacher; name, location of school; amount of yearly, monthly sal
ary; date or pay roll, amount of deduction for retirement fundr 



[94-98] Public Library Trustees 

Miscellaneous 

940 (MISOELLANmUS RECORm), 1934--, 3 file boxes. 
Contains: (Repo~s from State Department of Educat~on) , entry 83; 
(Monthly Attendance Record. of Pupils Attending Out-of-Town Schools}, 
entry 86; (Record of Pupils Conveyed to and from School}, entry 87; 
{liork Certificates Authorizing Employment of Pupils Under 16 Years of 
Age), entry 88; (Copies of Contracts), entry 89; (School Pay Roll), entry 
90; (Schedules of Bills Payable), entry 91; (Duplicate Paid Bills), entry 
92; (Tenchers' Retirement Fund Record), .entry 93; (Correspondence), entry 
95~ Arr chrono No inde:x:o Hdw., hd·n., and typed on ptd" form., 12 x 12 :x 24~ 

95., (CORRESPONDENCE), 1934--.. In (11iscellaneous Records), on try 9·4.r. 
Suner?-ntendent 1 s correspondence with State Department of Education, town:ot
ficials, parents, teachers, applicants for employment, supply houses. 

I 

96., :MISCELLANEOUS SC3.00L D0ctn1ENTS,. 1 ??6-1839. 7 bdls. 
School attendance records, list of contributions for school expenses, peti
tions for new school buildings, appointment of teachers, orders to treas
urer for payment of teachers' salaries.. No arr. No indexe Hdw. and typed 
on ptd. form.. 7 :x: 10 :x: ½- Town cl. off. , first fl. , T .H c 

XI. PUBLIC LIBRARY TRUSTEFS25 

On the recommendation of the selectmen six public library trustees 
were elected at the annual town meeting of 1894~26 Two trustees are now 
elected ea.ch year for a three-year term.=27 

Except where otherwise noted, all records are in the custodian~s desk, 
first floor,. Bellingham Public Library .. 

97,, RECORDS OF THE BO.ARD OF TRUSTEES (I1inutes of Meetings), 1894--. 
2 volse 

Discussion and decisions on purchase of books, payment of bills; recommenda
tions for appropriations, analysis of book circulation, report on activities; 
date of meeting.. Arr. by date of meeting., No index,, .t1dw.. 140 pp" 
10 :X 8 X ½ .. 

98.. ('mUSTEE:3' Ari?lUAL P~RT TO SELECTMEN), 1894·-1914, 1916--~ In 
Annual Report of the Town Officers, entry 2,. 

Report on appropriations, expenditures, circulation, accessions~ 1930 in
cludes report of erection of new library building and dedication exercises-

25., For the statutory origin and functions of this office, see Town 
Government in Y.&S.Ssachusetts. 

26. (T01m. Record~)~VII, 89. 
2? .. Annwu Re,g>o.19,; of the Town Officers, 1938, pp. 4, 30 .. 



41. 
Board of Public Welfare - Reports (99-101] 

99. FINANCIAL RECORD (Receipts and Expenditures}, 1905--. 2 vols~ 
Receipts from fines, appropriations: Amount, date of receipts. Expenditures 
for salaries, books, and supplies: Name of payee; amount, purpose, date of 
payment. Arr. chron.. No index. Hdw. 140 :pp. 10 x 8 x ½. 

100. (Recei~ts from} FINES (for Overdue and Damaged Books), 1931--. 
1 vela 

Name of payer; amount, date of payment; daily, monthly total~ Arr. by date 
of payment. No index. Hdw. 90 pp. ? x 8 x ½-

XII. BOARD OF PUBLIC WELFARE28 

· .. Unti:l 1832 the selectmen :runctioned as overseers of poor. At the annu
al toim meeting of that year nthe town voted to choose but three members of 
the selectmen and also voted to choose three overseers of the poor instead 
of five selectmen as heretofore".29 One member of the board is now elected 
each year for a three-year term.30 In 192? the name of the overseers was 
changed to board of public welfare by statuteo31 In addition to having charge 
of welfare aid and aid to dependent children, the board has, since 1931, 
functioned as a bureau for the granting of old age assistance. 32 

Except where othenvise noted, all records are in the residence of 
Edward M. Reid (chairman), Blackstone Street. 

Reports 

101.. (ANNUAL REPORTS ·oF OVEPSEEP..S OF T"".tfE,POOR AND BO.ARD OF PUBLIC 
WELFARE, SENT TO SELEC'Il .. IEN), 186?--. In Annual Report of the 
Town Officers, entry 2. · 

i. Report of overseers of the poor, 1867-1926: 
a. Table of expenditures for support of o]mshouse inmates, persons 

outside almshouse; number of recipients; amount, purpose of ex-_ 
penditure; total expenditures, 1867-1925c 

b. Inventory of far.a stock and produce, showing quantity and valua
tion; total receipts from sale of produce, names of inmates, 
186?-19130 

c. Narrative renort of activities and needs~ 1926 includes notice of 
closing of almshousec 

ii. Report of public welfare board, 1927--: Narrative report of activities, 
recommendations; comparative increase er decrease, number of recipients 
classified by type o~ aid. 

28. For the statutory or1g1n and functions of this board, see Town 
Government in Massachusetts. 

29. (Town Records), TV, 73. 
30. Annual Report of the Town Officers, 1938, pp. 4, 29. 
31. Acts, 192?, ch. 165. 
32 • .Annual Report of the To1m Officers, 1931, p. 89. 



42. 
[102-108] Board of Public Welfare - General Cases: 

Receipts and Expenditures 

General Cases 
(See also entry 101~) 

102. C.AS~ BOOK (Histories of Aid Recipients), 1913--. 2 vela~ 
No title, 1935--~ 

Name, address, sex, color, register number of recipient; place, date of 
birth; physical, mental condition; place) date of settlement; date of aid, 
discharge; remarks. Also contains: Mothers' Ai~ Ledger ( of Expenditures) , 
1936--, entry 110. 1 vol., 1913-35, arr. by date of aid; 1 vol., 1935--, 
arr. alph. by name of recipient. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form~ 100 pp. 
20 X 14 X 3/4. 

103. (Aid to") WORK BELIEF CASFS, 1937--.. 1 vol. 
Name of recipient; amount, date of aid. Arr. by month. 
200 pp. 12 X 14 X lf. 

Syatcmi astab. 1937. 
No index. Hdw. 

104. PAUPER REGISTER (Aid Rendered to Paupers and Vagrants), 1860-1927 ~ 
5 vols. System estab. 1860, discont. 1927e 

Name, age of recipient; type, amount, date of aid. Arr. by date of aide No 
index. Hdw. 200 pp. 16 x 11 x 1. Storage va .. , first fl .. , T.Ho 

105. RmISTER OF VAGRANTS (Granted Lodging}, 1901-5. 1 vol., 
Name, age of vagrant; date of lodging, nature of labor required in retul;ll 
for lodging. Arr. by date of lodging. No index. Hdw., 50 ppo 16 :x 12 ':x ½o 
Storage va., first fl., T.Il. 

For constable's report on the lodging of ·vagrants 1891, see entry 1140 

Receipts and Expenditures 
(See also entries 101-i, 110.) 

106. {Weekly) RECEIPTS (Appropriations by the Town and State Depart
ment of Public Welfare), 1934--. 2 vols. 

Amount, source, purpose, date of receipt. Arr. by weeko No index. Typed~ 
200 pp. 12 X 14 X 1. 

107. (weekly} EXPENDITURES {for Clothing, Food, and Fuel), 1934--c 
2 vols. 

Name of payee; amount, purpose, date of payment. Arr~ by week. No index. 
~Typed., 200 pp .• 12 X 14 X 1. 

108. (Copies of) ORDERS (on Treasurer) - POOR DEPARrr1.MENT, 1898--. 
9 vols. 

Orders on treasurer for payment of aid and miscellaneous departmental ex
penditures: Name of payee; amount, purpose, number, date of order. Arre 
by order no. No index. Rdw. on ptd. form. 125 :pp. 14 x 8 x 3/4.. Storage 
va., first fl., T.R. 



43. 
Town Counsel [109-113] 

109e (Smmnaries of Receipts and Expenditures of) OVERSEERS OF THE 
POOR, 1?92-1888. 14 vols. System estab. 1792, discont. 1888. 

Name of payer, payee; amount, source, date of receipt; anount, purpose, 
date of expenditure; totals. Arr. by date of transaction. No index. Hdw. 
100 PPP 6 x 8 x ¼o Town cl. off., first fl., T.H. 

Aid to Dependent Children 
(Aid authorized by law 1912.) 

110. l\,10TTIEIIB' AID LEDGER ( of Expenditures), 1928-35. l vol.. 1936-- in 
Case Book (Histories of Aid Recipients), entry 102. 

Name of recipient; type, amount, date of aid; total aid, voucher number, 
.Arr. by date of aid., I-Jo index. Hdw. 150 pp. 20 x 14 ~- 1 .. 

lllc (.APPLIC.ATIONS FOR AID TO DEPENDENT CHILDRm), 1934--. In 
Application Folders, entry 113. 

Name, address, place and date of birth, marital status, citizenship, physi
cal and montal condition of applicant; description, valuation of property; 
names, places and dates of birth of dependent children; date of application. 

Old Age Assistance 
(Assistance authorized by law 1931.) 

112" OLD AGE ASSIST.:~~CE (Case Histories), 1934--. 2 vols. 
Nam~, address, sex, color, narital status of recipient; place, date of 
birth; physical, nental. condition; place of legal settlement; names, birth
places of parents; prior sources, dates of aid; cause, date of discharge; 
remarks~ Arr,. alpho by name of recipient. No i:ndex. Hdw·. on ptd. formc 
200 ppg 20 X 14 X 3/4= 

1130 APPLICATION FOLDERS, 1934--. 1 file box. 
Name, address, physical condition, case number of applicant; amount of 
property, insurance; financial status, estimated budgetc Includes copies 
of birth certificates and copies of naturalization papers. Also contains: 
(Applications for Aid to Dependent Children), entry 111. Arr~ alpho by 
name of applicantc No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 20 x 15 x 40~ 

XIII • TO\,Jl~ COlJ"l~SEL 33 

A to,m counsel has been appointed rumually by the selectmen since 1930~ 34 

The town counsel keeps no records. 

33. For the statutory origin and duties of this officer, see Town Govern
ment in Massachusetts. -340 Annual Report of the Town Officers, 1930-38, incl. 



44. 
tll4-116] Constables - Chief of Police 

XIV. CONST.ABLES35 

Two constables were elected at ·the tirst town meeting on March 2, 
1719/20. 36 Since then the number has varied from one to tour·, elected annu
ally at town mee-ting for a term of one year. Four additional constables to 
serve writs on civil proce~s were appointed by the selectmen in 1920 and. 
one in 1934. 37 

In addition to the following record, see entries 12, 13 for constable's 
return on town meeti~ warrants ~738/9. 1872--; entry 38 for constable's 
return on warnings to depart town 1856-96. 

114. {CONSTABLE'S ANNO.AL REPORT TO sm.,EC'n-rnN), 1891. In Annual Re
ports of the Town Officers, entry~-

Report on arrests, convictions, fines, lodging of vagrants. 

X.V. CHIEF OF POLICE38 

In the early days constables performed the necessary police functions. 
~~parate police officers appointed by the selectmen, appear first in the 
Anbual Report of Town. Officers for 1894 when four officers were appointed, 
Since than the number has varied from two to sixteen. A chief of police Qlld 
a deputy chief were first appointed by·tho selectmen in 19~2 and 1927, re
spectively, fo·r indefini ta terms. 39 

. 
Except where otherwise noted, all records are in the office, residence 

of Euclide A. Fleuette (chief of police). 

115. (POLICE CHIEF'S AI·U:WAL REPORT TO SELEC'll'IEN), 1928, 1930--. In 
Annual Report of the Town Officers, entry 2. 

Statement concerning property stolen and recovered; number, classification 
of arrests. 

116. DAILY POLICE (Officers') REPORTS, 1929--. 7 vols. 
Name of officer, number of hours on duty; nature, dat.~ of report. Arre by 
date of report. No index. Typed. 365 pp .. 9 x 12 x !• 

. 
35. For the statutory origin and duties of constables, see· Town Govern-

ment in Massachusetts. 
36~ (Town Records), I, l. 
37.. Annual Report of the Town Officers·, 1920, 1934. 
38. For the statutory origin and :functions of this offica:1 

Government. in Massachusetts. · 
39 • .Annual Report of the Town Officers, 1894-1938. 



45 .. 
Chief of the Fire Department [117-119] 

117 • ( COMPLAilJTS, CORRESPOIIDE!-JCE, REPORTS OF MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDEt~TS} , 
1931--~ 4 file boxes. 

i. Complaints from residentf::: l~ame of complainant, nature, date of com
plaint; disposition of case. 

ii. Correspondence with tomi and state officials relative to arrests, fines, 
convictions. 

iii. Officers' reports of motor vehicle accidents: Nmn.es of parties involved, 
witnesses, date of accident, report; license, registration numbers of opera
tors; description of injuries, narrative description of accident by officer 
and by witnesses, nmn.cs of physicians or hoopitals rendering first aid, 
signature of officer, judicial disposition of case, action by state registro.r 
of motor vehiclest 
Arre by subject and c:b.ron. thereunder. :No index, Hd'tv .. , typed. 6 x 12 x 14. 

118. POLICE RECORDS {of Liquor and Motor Vehicle Violations, and Motor 
Vehicle Accidents), 1931--. 6 file boxes. 

ia Liquor and motor vehicle violations: Name, prior court record of offend
er; nature·, date of violation; nane of reporting officer, disposition of 

ii. I1otor vehicle accidents: Names, addresses of :parties, witnesses; location, 
narrative description, date of accident; registration, license numbers of 
operators; nam.e of reporting officer, disposition of case. For police 
officers' reports of motor vehicle accidents, se~ entry lJ?-iii. Arr- alph~ 
by names of parties.. !~o index. Hdw. and typed.. 4 x 6 x 12. 

XVI. CHIEF OF T".tIE FIRE DEP.AR'Ii"IENT4 0 

Call firemen and volunteers have always performed most of the work of 
fire fighting in Bellinghamo In 1933, however, a chief of the fire depart
~ent, appointed annually by the selectmen, was authorized by the town meet
ing, men to assist him being "called by the selectmen when needed". 41 

In addition to the following record, see entry 2-iv for special report 
of fire comr.iittee 1928. 

1190 FIHE DEPART1-1ENT HECOHDS (of Fires), 1933--c 1 file boxo 
Names of members on call; location, date, time of fire; extent of dmnage • 
.Arr~ by date of firec No index. Hdw. 4 x 6 x 12. Residence of Wasyl 
Kornicki (chief), 19 Center St., S. Bellingham. 

400 For the statutory origin and functions of the chief of the fire 
department, see Town Government in Massachusetts. 

410 (Town Records), IX, 213. 



46 .. 
[120-122] Sealer of Weights and Measures; Superintendent of Streets 

XVII. SEALER OF WEIGHTS A!\lD :t-IEASORF,S42 

A sealer of weights and measures was first listed in the Annual Repor~ 
of Town Officers for 1892. Re haa been appointed annually by.the selectmen 
for a term or one year since that data.43 

120. (SEALER'S ANNUAL REPORT TO SELECTMEN), 1907-8, 1910-18, 1920-23, 
1925--. In Annual Report of the Town Offioera, entry 2. 

Report on number and results of inspections. 

121. SEALER'S RECORD (of Inspections), 1914-29 .. 1 vol. System disoont. 
1929. 

Name, address of owner; nature of businasa; type of device, oommodity; re
sults, number, date of test; amount of fee, date of payment. Arr.· by data 
of test. No index. Hdw. on ptd. for.m.. 75 pp. 10 x 14 x 1. Storage va., 
first fl. , T .H. 

122. (DUPLICATE CERTIFICATES OF INSPECTION), 1914--. 4 vola. 
Certification that devices and commodities have been inspected and approved:· 
Name, residence, business address of owner; type of device, commodity; 
amount of fee; number, date of certificate; signature of sealer. Arr. by 
certificate no. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 100 pp. 12 x 4 x 1. Storage 
va., first fl., T.H. 

XVIII., SUPERilITJ!NDENT OF STREE-rs44 

Two surveyors of roads were elected at the first town meeting in 
1719/20. 45 A varying number were elected annually thereafter until 1891. In 
that year the surveyors· were replaced by road commissioners. Three elected 
road commissioners are listed in the annual reports from 1891 to 1905. Be
ginning in 1908 and continuing to date they were replaced by a single super
intendent of streets appointed annually by the selectmen .. 46 

42~ For the statutory origin and duties of this officer, see Town Govern
ment in Massachusetts.· 

43. Annual Report of' the Town Officers, 1892-1938. 
44. For the statutory origin and duties of this officer and his predecessors 

see Town Government in Massachusetts. 
45. (Town Records), I, 1. 
46. Annual Report of the Town Officers, 1892-1938. 



47. 
Forest Fire Varden; Tree Warden [l.23-125] 

123. (.ANNUAL REPORTS OF THE ROAD COMMISSIONERS AND SUPERINT]lID:ENT OF 
STREETS, SENT TO SELEC'IMPE), 1891--. I~ Annual Report of the 
Town Officers, entry 2. 

i 0 Report cf road commissioners, 1891-1906: 
a, Narrative report of activities; recommendations for construc

tion, extension, or repair of highwaJ&i amount of requested 
appropriation. 

o~ Total amount of appropriation, breakdown of expenditures by 
purpose and amount, total expenditures, unexpended balance, 
1895-1906. 

ii. Report of superintendent of streets, 1907--: For description, see i, a 
( above) . 

nx. FORF.ST FIRE \iAPJ)nt47 

Sines· 1886 except for 1887, 1889, 1890, 1919 and 1920 when there were 
no appointnents, from one to five forest wardens have been appointed annually 
by tho selectmen for a term of one year. Since 1909 the practice has been to 
appoint only one.48 

124. ('WAPJ)l!N'S ANllUAL REPORT TO SELECTMni), 1896, 1924, 1936--. In 
Annual Report of the Town Officers, entry 2. 

Report on forest fires, showing number of fires attended, purchase of equipment, 
summary of activities. 

:XX. THEE W.A..."RJlEN49 

A tree warden was first listed in the ADB~al Report of Town Officer~ 
for 1894. Since 1894 a warden has been elected annually for a term. of one 
year~50 

125J (WAPJ)E?i?S AmWAL REPORT TQ SELECTtlEN), 1901, 1904-12, 1914-31. 
In Annual Report of the Town Officers, entry 2~ 

Statement of work done on trees, and reconrn.endations for further improve
ments. 

47. For the statutory origin and duties of this office, see Town Govern-
ment in Massachusetts. 

48. Annual Renart of the Town Officars, 1886-1938. -49. For the statutory origin and duties of this officer, see Town Govern-
ment in Massachusetts. --- 50. Annual Re~ort of the Town Officers, 1894-1938. 



48. 
Next Entry P. 49 Moth Superintendent; Public Weighers; Surveyors 

of Wood and Lumber; Fence Viewers and Field 
Drivers 

XXI • liO'ffi SOPERINTmDmT51 

A moth superintendent has been appointed annually by the selectmen for 
a one year ta~ since i911, except in 1912 and during the years 1919-1925. 52 

The moth superintendent keeps no records, but see entry 2-viii for report 
on gypsy moth and elm beetle eradication 1909. 

XXII. PUBLIC WEIGEERS53 

Public weigh.era were first listed in the Annual Report of Town Officers 
of 1892. Since that date the number had varied from three to eight, the 
present· number being six, appointed annually by the selectmen for a term. of 
one year. 54 ' 

These oftic:ers. keep no records. 

. llIII. . SORvEYORS OF WOOD .AND llil"1BER55 

Four surveyorsf of· wood and lumber, appointed by the selectmen for a 
term of one year, were first listed in the Annual Report of Town Officers of 
1892. Since then a number ranging from three to seven has been appointed an
nually, the latter figure having prevailed since 1933. 56· 

These officers keep no records. 

XXIV. FENCE VI»J~ .AND FIELD DRIVERS57 

Separate fence viewers and field drivers were elected at the first town 
meeting on March, 1719/20. 58 Since 1892 and until 1926 three fence viewers 

51. For the statutory origin and duties of this officer, see Town Govern
ment in Massachusetts. 

52. Annual Report of the Tovm Officers, 1911-1938. 
53. For the statutory origin and functions of these officers, see Town 

Government in Massachusetts. 
54 • .Annual Report of the Town Officers, 1892-1938. 
55. For the statutory origin and duties of these officers, see Town 

Government in Massachusetts .• 
. .· 

56. Annual Report of the Town Officers, 1892-1938. 
57. For the statutory origin and duties of these officers, see Town 

Government in Massachusetts. 
58. ( Town Records) , I , 1. 



49. 
!1oderator; Nurse; Inspector of Milk; Inspector- of Anj:mals [.126] 

have been appointed annunl.ly by the selectmen r or a term of .one· year, except 
in 1922 and._1923 when the number was four and tv;o, rospectivoly. From 1892 
to 1921> inclusive, three field drivers hnve also been appointed annually~ 
t~e selectmen for a term of one year, except in 1909, 1911, 19~2 and 1915. 
Since 1926 the offices have been combined. three fence viewers and field dri 

r. ers having been appointed nnnually by the selectmen for a. term of one year.il 

These officers keep no records. 

XXV. I10DERATOR60 

A moderator has been elected annually in Bellingham for a torm of one 
year since the first torm meeting in March, 1?19/20. 01 

The :moderator keeps no records. 

. 
:XXVI • NOP.SE 

A town nurse ;~~s appointed annually by the selectmen functioning as a 
board of health from 1929 to 1936, inclusive.62 

The town nurse keens no records. 

DCVII • Il'tSPECTOR OF I·IILR:63 

Since 1915 an inspector of milk has been ap,ointed annually oy the 
selectmen for a term of one yeo.r.64 

126, {INS?ECTOR'S ANNUAL REPORr TO SELECTI@I),. 1916-18," 1921-23, 
1925-31, 1933--. In Annual Report of the Town Officers, entry 2. 

Report on number and results of milk inspections. 

XXVIII. INSPECTOR OF ANII1ALS-65 

This officer ,ms first listed in the Annual Renart of the Town Office~! 
for 1892. Since 1892 he ho.s been appointed annually by. the selectmen for a 
ori.e year term. 66 

59. AnnU£.l Renart of the Tovm Officers, 1892-1938. . 
60. For the statutory origin and duties of this officer, see Town Go!! 

ment in l·Iassachusetts. 
61. (Town Records) 1719/20-1938. 
62. Annual Renert of the Town Officers, 1929-36. 
63. For the statutory origin and duties of this officer, see Town Go~ 

ment in Massachusetts. 
64. Annual ReEort of the Town Officers, 1915-38. 
65. For the statutory origin and duties of this officer, see Tovm Go~ 

ment in I1a.ssachusetts. 
66. Annual Re1?2rt of the Town Officers, 1892-1938. 



50. 
[127-129] Inspector of Slaughtering; Dog Officer; Liquor Agent 

127. (Il{SPECTQR!S .ANJ:WAL REPORT TO SELECTI·IEN), 1912--. In Annual Re
port of the Town Officers, entry 2. 

Report on inspection of barns, dairies, tuberculin tested cattle. 

XX.IX.. INSPECTOR OF SLATJGHTERING6? 

Since 1913 an inspector of slaughtering has been appointed annually by 
the selectmen for a term of one year,. 68 

128 ~ (INSPECTOR'S .Mlli-U.AL REPORT TO SELECTl·IDl) , 1913--. · In Annual 
Report of tho Town Officers, entry 2. 

Statement reninding residents of state law requiring the inspection and 
stamping of slaughtered stock offered for sale. 

:XXX:. DOG OFFICER69 

Since 1914 a dog officer has been appointed· annually by the selectmen 
for a term of one year .. ?0 

129~ (DOG OFFICER'S Ali!IDAL REPORT TO SELEC'Il"lm), 1936--. In Annual 
Report of the Town Officers, entry 2. 

Report on number of dogs impounded, killed, redeemed by owners. 

-XXXI. LIQ,UOR AGENT71 

A liquor agent vras first elected in 1855~ 72 It is probable that he was 
elected annually until 18?0, after which date there is no evidence that he 
continued to exist, ?3 

6?., For the statutory origin and duties o:r this office, see· .Town Govern
ment in Massachusetts. 

68.- .An~~al Report of the Town O:ffice~, 1913-38 .. 
69. For the statutory origin and duties of the dog officer, see Town 

Government in Massachusetts. -------------· ... -- .... ---• -----
?O~ Annual Report of the Town Officers, 1914-38 . ...,.._ ....... -- ... -·-- --- --.- ---...._,-=----..---------
71 ~ For the statutory origin and duties o~ this officer, see Town Govern-

ment in Massachusetts. --.-.r- ............... , ... ,,..... ________ _ 

72~ Partridge, op. cit., p. 180. 
73. Annual Report of the Town Officers, 1866-?0. 



51. 
Sextons [130] 

XXXII. CF11ETERY . COrIMIT'J.'EE? 4 

A committee of three to have charge of the cemeteries of Bellingham was 
first elected for a term of one year in 1887.75 No change in the number, 
term or method of election has occurrod since that date. 76 

· 130. (COI1MITI1EE'S ANNUAL ·REPORT TO SELEC'I!t"IEN), 1889-91, 1893-95, 1921, 
1926-28. In Annual Report of the Town Officers, entry 2. 

Report on appropriations and expenditures, cemetery fund statement. 

XXXIII. AGENT FOR TEE CAP~ OF IlIDIGENT SOLDIERS' AND SAILORS' GRAVES7? 

From 1913 to date this officer has been appointed annually by the select
men for a term of .one year.?8 

The agent keeps no records. 

XXXIV. AG:eNT FOR THE BURIAL OF Il~DIGENT SOLDIERS AND SAILORS79 

Except for the years 1896-98 this officer has been appointed annually by 
the selectmen since 1895.80 

The agent keeps no records. 

XXXV. SEXTONs81 

This office was first established in 1892 when four sextons were appointed 
by the selectmen for a one year term. The number of sextons remained at four 
until 1-915 except for the years 1893, 1899, 1900 and 1901 when three were ap
pointed~ From 191~ to the present time three sextons have been appointed an
nually by the selectmen for a one year term.82 

ment 

ment 

ment 

ment 

The sextons keep no records. 

?4. For the statutory origin and duties of this committee, see To~ Gove1!!
in Massachusetts. 
?5. Partridge, op. _cit., p. 184. 
?6. rnuaJ. rteport or the Town Officers, 1890-1938. 
?7o For the statutory origin and duties of this officer, see Town Govern
in Massachusetts. 
?8. Annual Report of the Town Officers, 1913-1938. 
79. For the statutory origin and duties of this office, see Town Govern
in Massachusetts. 
80. Annual Report of the Town Officers, 1895-1938. 
81. For the statutory origin and duties of this office, see Town·Govern
in Massachusetts. 
82. Annual Report of the Town Officers, .1892-1938. 



52 
Nert entry p. 53 Ti thingmen; Workmen's Compensation Agent; Zani tor 

of Town Hall; Memorinl Day Committee 

Two tithingmen were chosen at the tir~t town meeting in Mnrch, 1719/20.84 

This office was abolishod in 1842.85 

XXXVII • YORKMEK' S COMPENSATION AGENT86 

Except in 1921 a· workmen's compensation agent has been appointed an
nually by the selectmen for a term of one year since 1915.8? 

The agent keeps no records. 

XXXVIII. JANITOR OF TOWN HALL 

This office has no statutory origin. The duties are.such ns the select
men of Bellingham mey- prescribe. Except in 1905 and in 1912-14 for which 
years there is no record of the appointment of a janitor~ although there 
may have been one·, a janitor of the town hall hna been appointed annually 
in Bellingham. since 1895.88 · 

The janitor keeps no records. 

XXXIX. I'1E't10RIAL DAY COMHI1i'l'EE 

This office has no statutory origin or functions. Since 1921 the 
r;electmen have appointed a commjttee of three annually to ~ve charge of 
the town's observance of Memorial. Day. 89 · 

The committee keeps no records. 

83. For the·statutory origin and duties of these officers, see Town 
Government in l1assachusetts. 

84. Hurd~ D.H., History of l~orfolk County, p. 14. 
85. Ibid., p. 152. 

t . : ' 

86. For the statutory origin and duties of this officer, see Tov.~ Govern-
nent in Massachusetts. 

87. Annual Report of the Town Officers,1915-38. 
88. Ibid., 1895-1938. 
89. Ibid., 1921-38. 



53 
[131-137] 

:XXXX:X:. APPENDIX - MANUSCRIPrS 

The following manuscripts are found in the Massachusetts Archives at 
the State House-in Boston. 

Separation from Bellingham 

· 131. ( PETITION TO GENERAL COURT TO BE S:m' OFF FRCll'I BELLINGHAM) , 
June 1747. 1-sheet. 

Petition of 27 inhabitants of Bellingham for annexation- to Mendon~ -.-l1ed~ -
Wrentham with reasons therefor. Hdw. 1 p. 8 x 6. (Towns, 1742-1751, 
vol. 115~ p. 268.) 

132. (APPOINTl-IENT OF COMMI~rEE), 174?. 1 sheet. 
Appointment of Samuel Welles and joseph Wilder to investigate the petition 
for annexation to other towns. Hdw. 1 p. 6 x 8. (Torma, 1742-1751, 
vol. 115, p. 272a.) 

133. (REPORT OF CO:MMITTEE ON ANi'IBXATIOl~ TO 01.L'HER TOWiiS) , June 9, 174?. 
1 sheet. 

Copy of report submitted by Samuel Welles, for the committee, vri th order 
that the Bellingham. petitioners submit to the general court their names and 
the names of the towns to which they ask to be annexed. Hdw. 1 p. 8 x 6. 
{Towns, 1?42-1751, vol. 115, p. 26?.} 

134. {NAMES OF RFSID~lrS DESIRII'i¾ ~TION} 1 174?. 1 sheet. 
Names furnished in.compliance -with the recommendation of the general court 
co:mm.ittee, with names of tovms to vrhich they ask to be annexed. Hdwo 1 po 
6 x 8. (Towns, 1742-1751, vol. 115, p. 268.) 

135. ( PETITION OPPOSING .ANNEXATIO!i TO OT.HEH TOWNS} , ~lay 25, 1 ?48, 
1 sheet. 

Petition of Samuel Darling and others, requesting the general court that the 
petition o:f several inhabitants o:f Bellingham, Holliston, Medway and i-1rentham 
be denied~ Hdw. 2 pp. 14 x 8. {!ovigs, 1742-1751 1 vol~ 115, PP~ 278-2?9,) 

1360 (REPORT TO GENERAL COURT COMMITTEE OF TAXES PAID}, Novo 26, 1748 .. 
1 sheet. 

List showing amount of taxes pa.id by the inhabitants of Medway:, Holliston, 
Wrentham, and Bellingham who wish to be set off to other towns .. Hdw. 1 p,, 
9 x 6. (Towns, 1742~1?51, vol. 115, p. 270.) 

13?. (P~ITION FOR RJfi'URN}, 1755. 1 sheet. 
Petition to general court by former inhabitants of Bellingham, now annexed 
to Wrentham, that they be released and permitted to rejoin Bellingham; peti
tion granted. Hdw. l p. 8 x 8. {Ecclesiastical:r 1749-1?56, vol. 13, p. 6820) 



54 
(138-145] Appendix - Manuseripts 

Establishment of New Precinct 

138. (COVEHANT OF INHABITANrS), Oct. 2, 1747. 1 sheet • 
.Agreement of inhabitants desiring to f'orin new precinct that they will form 
into a society for regular worship,- erect a meetingbouse, and petition their 
respective towns and the genernl court for the establishment of the new pre
cinct; includes signatures of petitioners. Hdw. 1 p. 10 :x 18. (Ecclesias_-·· 
tical, 1739-1749, vol. 12, p. 433.) 

139. (?ETITION TO GENERAL COURT), Feb. 28, 1747/8. 2 sheets. 
Petition ot illhabitants of Bellingham, Holliston, lied,vay nnd Wrent11en to be 
made a precinct by themselves~ so that they !!light have their own l!leeting
house; petition granted. Hdw. 4 p~. 8 x 12. (T~ms, ·1742-1751, VC?l· 115, 
:pp .. 262-265.) 

140. ( COPIES OF PETITION SENT TO TO\lliS BY GENERAL COURT) , I-Ia.r. 2 , 
1747/8. 1 sheet. 

Order tho.t copies be sent to towns, including Bellingbnm, whose inhabitants 
desire to form a new precinct; includes notice of hearing on petition. Hdw. 
1 p. 8 x 10. (Ecclesiastical, 1739-1749, vol. 12, p. 431.) 

141. (REPORT OF COMMITTEE REPRESENTIID TOWNS), 1748. 1 sheet. 
Recommendation to general court that the petitioners be set off as a separate 
precinct. Hdw. 2 pp. 10 x 12. (Towns, 1742-1751, vol. 115, pp. 284-285.) 

142. · (COMMIT'l'EE TO ED.MINE R]llUEST), June 17, 1748. 1 sheet, 
Recommendation by general court cotmlittee to general court that a committee 
be appointed to examine the request of inhabitants of Bellingham and others 
that they form a new precinct; committee appointed Nov.~, 1748. Hdw. 
2 pp. 8 x 6. (Towns, 1742-1751, vol. 115, pp. 273-273a.) 

143. (REPORT OF GENERAL CO:MMIT'i.'EE), Dec. 1748. 1 sheet. 
Recommendation that the general court grant the petition of the inhabitants 
of Medway, Hollis.ton, Bellingham, and Wrentham that they be set up in a 
separate precinct; accepted by general court. Hdw. 1 p. 14 x 10. {Towns, 
1742-1751, vol. 115, p. 270.) 

144. (RECOMf·IENDATION ·FOR REARRANG»iENT OF NEW PRECINCT), 1 ?48o 1 sheet. 
Report of the committee investigating the nevr precinct, ¥Tith recoI!ll!lendation 
that certain lands included be taken out> and one farn that was left out be 
included. Hdw. 2 pp. 6 x 8. (Ecclesiastical, 1749-1?56, vol. 13, pp. 21-22.) 

145. ( PEI'ITION -OF BEI,LINGHMI INH/..BITANTS TO BE SEPARATED FROM NEW 
?RECiliCT}, Jan. 19, 1755. 1 sheet. 

Petition presented to precinct meeting~ and voted to be sent to general 
court, with request that the court investigate the reason for the petition. 
Hdw. 1 p. 10 x 18·. (Towns~ 1755-1762~ vol. ll?,. p. 4.) 
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Appendix - }!a.nu.scripts [146-152] 

Annexation to Bellingham 

146. ( PETITION OF I1ENDON INHABIT.ANTS TO ~QIN BELLING.AM). , :t-Iay 8, 1 742 • 
. 1 sheet. 

Request to Bellingham selectmen to be allowed to join Bellingham, upon con
dition that the meetinghouse be moved to·a more convenient site. Hdw. 
1 p. 9 x 14. (Ecclesiastical, 1739-1749, vol. 12, p. 232.} 

147. (PETITION FOR .A:NNEXATION TO BELL~NGHA?1) , }!ay 26, 1 742. 1 sheet. 
Petition to Governor Willirun Shirley from committee representing town of 
Bellingham and certain inha.bi tants of ?-1endon, that those inha.bi ta.nts be an
nexed to Bellingham for greater convenience in attending the meetiIJghouse. 
Hdw. 2 pp. 10 x 18. (Ecclesiastical, 1739-1749, vol. 12, pp. 226-227.) 

148. (ORDER BY GENERAL COOR.I! T9 PE.L'ITIONERS}, June 8, 1742. l sheet. 
Order that. copy of petition be given to town of Mendon» and that hearing on 

I 

petition be held at next session; includes vote Sept. 3, de:cy.i:ng p~ti tion. 
Hdw .... ~ p. 10 x 18. {Ecclesiastical~ 1739-1749, vol. 12, p. 228.) 

Illegal TovmMeeting 

149. (PEI'ITIO~I FOR .ANNOLI·IEI'lr OF ILLEGAL .TOWN MEErING) , 1739. 1 sheet. 
Petition by Oliver Hayward and 33 other inhabitants~ objecting to meeting 
at which only three·of the five selectmen -rrere present; includes signature 
of Jonathan B~lcher, governor-general of the colony. Hdw. 2 pp. 9 x 14. 
(Towns_, 1730-1742, vol. 114, pp. 408-409.) 

-
150. (DEPOSTTION), June 4, 1739. 1 sheet. 

Deposition of Robert Smith and others charging irregular proceedings at 
town meeting of ~larch 7> 1739. Hdw. 1 p. 9 x 16. (Towns> 1730-1742, 
vol. 114, p. 410.} ' 

151. (.A:NS'wER OF SELECTI;IEN TO IIAYWJJID PEI'ITION), June 4, 1739. 
1 sheet • 

.Ans-w·er of the selectmen to the general court 
holding meeting and·denying its illegality. 
1730-1742, vol. 114, .p. 399.) 

setting forth reasons for 
Hdw. 2 :pp. 9 x 14. lTowns, 

Removal of French Neutrals 

152. (REPORT OF GENERAL COURT COMMIT'l1EE), Aug. 25~ 1756. 2 sheets. 
Report to general court, recommending that French inhabitants of Boston be 
removed to other Massachusetts towns including Bellingham, the selectmen 
of those towns to assist in finding employment or furnishing relief; recom
mendation acce·:pted. Hdw. 4 pp. 8 x 6. (French Neutrals, 1755-1758, 
vol. 23, pp. 189-191.) 
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[153~159] Ap~endi:x: - Hanus·cripts 

153. (ORDER FOR REMOVAL), Oct. 13, 1756. 1 sheet. 
Order by general court for removal of French inhabitants from Charlestown. 
and Harblehead .. to other Mas·sachusetts towns. including Bellillgha:m; ·read and 
concurr.ed in the. council. Hdw. 1 p. 12 x 6. (French-Neutrals, 1?55-1?58, 
vol. 23,' ~- · ·236.} 

154. (liAMES OF INHABITANTS.TO BE ~IOVED), J"an. 2?, 28, 1761. 
1 ·sheet. 

l~ames of inhabitants and towns to which they are to· be removed. including 
BelTingham; .. report of expenses incurred by committee. Hdw. 3 pp. 12 :x: 8, 
{French Neutrals, 1758-1769 7 :vol. 24, p. 388.) - . 

Religious Freedom 

155. (PETITION FRO~I INHABIT.Al'1rS) , I1ay 31, 1 749 •. 1 sheet. 
Petition from inhabitants of five towns, including Bellingham, that laws be 
enacted guarantoeing religious freedom, or that the existent ecclesiastical 
l~ws be ropee.led. Hdw. 1 p. 10 x 18. (Ecclesiastical, 1739-1?49s vol. 12, 
p. 627.} 

156. (PROTEST BY THE PROVINCE CO~Il.T11•EE FOR BAPrISTS), r!ay 29, 1754. 
l sheet. 

Protest to general court against infringement by other sects upon the re
ligious freedom of Baptists, including those of Bellingham. Hdw. 11 pp. 
18 :x: 12. (Ecclesiastical, 1749-1756, vol. 13-, p. 504.} 

Care of William Carey and Wife 

15?. ( CORBE'l'T ACCOUNT) , .Jlll;le 20, 1769. 1 sheet. 
Bill rendered by John Corbett to the tovm for three weeks' care and medical 
attendance u:9on Yilliam Carev and his wife. Hdv1. l p. 8 x 6. (Towns, 
1763-1?74, vol. 118, p. 401.) 

158. (HAYWARD ACCOUNT}, Aug. a; 1769. 1 sheet. 
Bill rendered by Eleazar Hayvrard to the town for boarding and nursing 
William Carey and his wife. Hdw. 1 p. 3½ x 7. (Towns, 1763-17?4> vol .. 
118, p. ~l.) 

159. (SELECTMEN'S PETITION), Sept. 11, 1769. 1 sheet. 
Petition of Joseph Holbrook ~nd other selectmen to the general court, ask
ing that the expenditures incurred in the care of William Carey and his 
vnfe be paid by the province. Hdw. 1 p. 10 x 7. {Towns, 1763-1774, volq 
118:, p. 401.) 
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LIST OF SOURCES 

Annals of the Town of Mendon Frora. 1659 to 1880, compiled by Metcalf, J.G~, 
Providence, 1880. 

Annual Report of the Town. Officers of the Town of Bellingham, entry 2. 

Co:mmonweal th of Massachusetts, General Court·, Acts and Laws of the Common
weal th of I1assachusetts (1780-1805), 13 vols., Boston, 1890-1898. 

Co:rmnonwealth cf Massachusetts, General Court, Laws of the Co:mmonwealth of 
Massachusetts (May 1805-1838), 11 vols., Boston, 1806-1838. 

Commonwealth of }!assachusetto, General Court, Acts and Resolves of the 
General Court of ~iassachusetts ( 1839-1914) , 78 vols. including 2 for 
special sessions, Boston, 1842-1914. 

Connnonwealth of Massachusetts, General Court, General Acts of the General 
Court of Massachusetts (1915-1919), 5 vols., Boston, 1915-1919. 

Common,vealth of.I·Iassa.chusetts, General Court, Special Acts and Resolves 
of the General Court of rlassachusetts {1915-1919), 5 vols~, Boston, 1915-
1919. 

Commonweal th of I"'iassachusetts, General Court, Acts and Resolves of the 
General Court of I--1assachusetts ( 1920-1938) , 19 vols., , Boston, 1920-1938. 

Commonweal th of :Massachusetts, General Court, A rianual for the Use of the 
General Court (1856-1938), ?4 vols., Boston, 1856-1938. Since 1877. 
prepared by the Clerk of the House and Clerk of the Senate. 

·, 

Co:rnm.onwealth of Massachusetts, General Court, Journal of the House of Rep
resentatives (1715-1938), 218_ vols. in 220, Boston, 1720-1938. ~nese 
include one reprint, edited by W.C. Ford, of the 1715 Journal; 16 vols., 
rtiprints published by the Massachusetts Historical Society, of the 
Journals of 1715-39; 45 vols. for the years ~720-1779, including 4 in 
the Massachusetts Archives; 87 vols. in 89, mss., for 1780 to May, 1864; 
and 69 vols. for Jan. 1864 to 1938. 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Secr~tary of State, Massachusetts Archives, 
417 vols. in 418, m.ss. 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Secretary .of State, Massachusetts General 
Court Records, 68 vols. mss. 

Dedham Town Records, Town and Selectmen, 1672-1706, 6 vols., Hill, Don G., ed. 
vols. 1-5, Tuttle, J. H. ed. vol. 6, Dedham, 1886-99, 1936. 
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Primary 

Province of Massachusetts Bay, General Court, The Acts o.nd Resolves Public and 
Private of the Province· ot Massachusetts Bay ( 1692-1780) , 21 vols -
Boston, 1869-1922. 

Records of the Proprietors of Land Between Wrentham and Mendon, (entry 18). 

Suffolk Registry of Deeds, Boston, (Transcribed Property Records), book 54, tlSSe 

(Town Records), entry 16. 

Census Reports 

1765 Farl Census l'Iaki in Massnchusetts 1643-1765 with a Re reduction of the 
Lost Census of 1765 (Recently Found, collected and published by JrH• 
Benton, Sr., Boston, 1905. 

1776 Felt, Joseph B., "Statistics of Population in Massachusetts", Collections 
of the American Statistical Association, Vol. I, Part II, Boston, 1845. 

1?90 United States, Bureau of the Census, Heads of Families at the First Census 
of the United States Taken in the Year 1790, Massachusetts, 'Washington, 1908 .. 

1800 United States, Department of State, Return of the wnole Number of Persons 
Vi thin the Several Districts of the Uni tad States, According to n An Act 
providing for the second census or enumeration of the inhabitants of the 
United States," Passed Fobruarz the 28th, One Thousand Eight Hundred, 
liaahington, 1802. ' 

1810 United States, Department of State, A Census of the United States for 
1810, {place and date of publication not indicated). 

1820 United States, Department of State, Census for 1820, Washington, 1821. 

1830 United States, Department of State, Fifth Census; or Enumeration of the 
Inhabitants of the United States, 1830, Washington, 1832. 

1840 United States, Department of State, Sixth Census or Enumeration of the 
Inhabitants of the United States, as Corrected at the Department of 
State, in 1840, Washington, 1841. 

1850 United States, Department of the Interior, The Seventh Census of the 
United States: 1850, Washington, 1853. 

1860 United States, Department of the Interior, Population of the United States 
in 1860; Compiled From the Original Returns of the Eighth Census, wa·shing
ton, 1864. 



59. 
Census Reports 

1870 United States, Department of the Interior, The Statistics of the Popula
tion of the United States, Embracing the Tables of Race, Nationality, 
Sex, Selected Ages, and Occupations, "Washington, 18?2o 

1880 United States, Department of tho Interior, Statistics of Population o~ 
the United States at the Tenth Census {June 1, 1880) Washjngton, 1883. 

1890 United States, Department of the Interior, Report on the Population of 
the United States at the Eleventh Census: 1890, Washington, 1895. 

1900 United-St'ates, Department of the Interior, Twelfth Census of the United · 
States, Taken in the Year 1900, washington, 1901. · 

1910 United States, Bureau of the Census, Thirteenth Census of the United 
States Taken in the ~~ear 1910, Washington, 1913. 

1920 United States, Burea-n of the Census, Fourteenth Census of the United 
'r • 

· States Taken in the -:fear 1920, 'Washington, 1921. 

1930 United States, Bureau of the Census, Fifteenth Census of the United 
States: 1930, Yashington, 1932. 

1935 Commonwealth of Massa~husetts, Secretary of State, The Decennial 
Census, 1935, Boston. 

Fairbanks, Ru_f"us G., "Bellingham" in History of Norlolk Countz., Hurd, D~ • 
Hamilton, ed~, Philadelphia, 1884. 

Massachusetts Yearbook (1895-1911), 13 vols., worcester, 1895-1911. Title 
varies, volunies cover 1895-1901; 1903; 1907-1911. 

Partridge, George F., History of Bellingham, 1719-1919, Bellingham, 1919. 

PUBLICATIONS OF THE HISTORICAL HECORDS SURVEY IN HASSACHUSRITS 

.American Portraits, 1620-1825, Found in Massachusetts, 2 vols. 

Index to the Hampshire Gazette, 1786-1937, 3 vols. 

Index to the Proclamations of Massachusetts, 1620-1936, 2 volsc 

Inventory of the County Archives of Massachusetts, No. 5, Essex Cormty, 1 vol~ 
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Publications of the Hisoric•a1 Records survey in Massachusetts 

Description of the I-1nnuscript Colloctions gf the Hgssaghusetts Djocesg 
I 

;Libnrz, l vol. 

~uide to Manuscript Dg~ositpries in Iia.ssachusetts, 1 vol. 

Inventories of the Town and Ci Archives of I1assachusetts .. 
No. 11 Norfolk County (Series 

Vol .. I Avon 
Vol. II Bellingham 
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CHRONOLOGICAL I!IDEX: 

{.All numbers refer to entries. A record entry number is 
listed under each decade which the record covers in full 
or in part. .An entry nU!!lber is underlined to call 
attention to the initial ~ppearance of the records, the 
last li~ting of ti,e entry number indicates the decade 
-:;i thin -;;;hich the record ends.) 

1710-19 
16 i 18, 21 

1720-29 
16l 18, 60 -

1'730-39 
l r-2, 

174:0-49 

16, 18, 19, 43, 49, 61, 149-151 

lG, 18, 20, 131-136~ 138-1{1, 146-148, 155 - ---
1750-59 

16, 18, 137, 145, 152, 153, 156 

1760-69 
16, 18, 50, 154, 157-159 -

1770-79 
15, 16, 18, 50, 96 

1780-89 
15, 16, 18, 50, 96 

1'790-99 
15, 16, 18, 50, 96, 109 

1800-09 
15, 16, 18, 50~ 96, 109 

1810-19-
!., 15, 16,. · 18, 42, j:_7_, 50, 9"6, 109 

1820-29 
~7 4, 15, 16, 39t 42, 47, 50, 81, 96, 109 

1830-39 
!, 3,.4, 15, 16, 42, 47, 50, 81, 96, 109 

1840-49 
1, 3, 4, 15, 16, 46~ 47, 50, 81, 109 

1850-59 
1, 3, 4, 15, 16, 22, 38, 46, 47, 50, 80, 81, 82, 109 - - - --
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Chronological·Index 

1860-69 
1, 2, 3, 4, 15,.:16> 22, 38, 47, 50, 67:, ?3, 80,101,104,109 - - -

1870-79 
1, 2, 4, 12, 15, 16, 22, 38,' 47:, 50, 67,. 68, 80, 101, 104, 109 

1880-89 
1,. 2, 4, 12, 15, 16, 1? » 22, 24, 33 ~ ·3a, 41, 44, 47, 50, 63, 
64, 67, 60> 79> 00, 101, 104, 109, 130 - -

1890-99 
1, 2, 4, 11. 12. 15-17 .. 22, ~3:, 24, 27:, 33, 38, 40, 41, 44:, 
47, 50, G2, 63, ·s4~ 67, 68~ 73, 79, 80, 9?, 98, lQl, 104, 108, 
114, 123, 124, 130 

1900-09 
' . 

1, 2, 4, 2., 11, 12, 15-17, 22, 23, 27, 28, 33, 34, 41, 14, 47, 50, - -51, 62-64, 67> 68, 70, 73, - - 75-?7, 79, 80, 97, 98, 99, 101, 104, 
105, 108, 120> 123, ~25 

1910-19 
1, 2, 4, 9, 10, 11, 
34, 40:, 41, 44, 45, 
78, 79, 97-99~ 101, 
126-128 

12, 15-17, 22, 23, 25, 26~ 27, 28, ·29, 33~ - - -47, 50, 51, 62-64, 67, 69, 70, 73, 75-77, -102, 104, 108, 120, 121, 122, 123, 125, 

1920-29 
1, 2, 4, .£, £, 9-12, 14, 15-1?, 22, 23, 25-29, 30, 33, 40, 41, 
44, 45, 47, 50, 51, 52, 54, 55, 58, 62-64, 65, 66, 67, 69, 70, - ---- ,___ -- ---- _,_ 

71, 72> 73> 7.4, 75-79> 97-99~ 101, 102, 104, 108, 110, 115, 116, - - -120-124, 126-128, 130 

1930-39 
1, 2, 4-6, J_, .§, 9 ,.- 11, 12, 14 ~ 16, 17, 22, 23, 25, 26, 29, 30, 
31, 32, 33, 35-37, 41, 44, 47, 48, 50-52, 53, 54, 55, 56, 57, 59, - ----- ------ -- -- --- -62-64, 66, 67> 69-72, 74-79, 83-9~, 97-99, 100~ 101, 102, 103, 
lOG, 107, 108, 110, 111-113, 115, 116, 117-119, 120, 122-128, 129 



SUB.TECT AND ENTRY IlIDEX 

(Underlined numerals refer to pages, others to entry numbers) 

Abatement 
see also Assessment 
applications for> 53, 59 
motor vehicle excise 

certificates, 56 
record of, 55 

poll, 51 
property, real and personal 

certificates, 52, 56 
records of, 50, 51 
recommendations for> 45 

Abbreviations and explanatory notes, 19 -Accountant, 13, 14, 36 - - -annual report of, 74 
departmental receipts and expenditures 

classification of, 76 
estimate of> 75 
summary of, 77 
vouchers for, 78 

Agent 
for the burial of indigent soldiers 

and sailors, 51 
for care of indigent soldiers' and 
saiJors' graves, 51 -liquor, 50 

workl~en's compensation, 52 
Aid, .§~~ Welfare 
Albee, J"am.es, ~ -
Almshouse 

farm stock and produce 
inventory, 101-i-b 
receipts from sale of, 101-i-b 

recipients, support of, 101-i-a 
report of, 101-i-c 

Anabaptists, ! 
11..nimals 

se~ also Cattle; Cows; Dogs; Hogs; 
Horses; Sv1ine 

inspector of, 13, 49 
annual report of, 127 

Annexation, §, 
see also Precinct; Separation ----CO:m:i~i~tee, 132, 133, 147 
petitions for and opposing, 131-137, 
146-148 

Annual reports, town officers and 
committees, 2 
accountant, 74 
assessors, 44 
auditor, 73 
board of public welfare, 101-ii 

Annual reports, town officers and 
committees (cont.) 
building committee, 2-i 
cemetery committee-, 130 
chief of :police, 115 
collector of taxes, 62 
co:rn:munity building committee, 2-ii 
constable, 114 
dog officer, 129 
electric light connnittee, 2-iii 
finance committee, 72 
fire committee, 2-iv 
forest fire warden, 12~ 
inspector of animals, 127 . 
inspector of milk, 126 
inspector of slaughtering, 128 
overseers of the poor, 101-i 
public library trustees, 98 
registrar of voters, 40 
road commissioners, 123-i 
school committee, 7, 8, 79-82 - -sealer of weights and measures, 120 
selectmen, 2-viii 
superintendent of streets, 123-ii 
town clerk, 1? 
treasurer~ 67 
tree warden, 125 

Appointment, of town officers, i, 13_:, .!1, 
16, 21 -Appropriations, 14 

see also Financial 
amounts :ror 

b_uildings, 2-i 
cemetery, 130 
highway, _2-viii, 123-i-a 
public library, 97,99 
publication, history of the town, 
2-vi 

road, 123-i-a-b 
school, 81, 82 
tovm expenses, 18 
welfare, 106 

departmental, 2-viii, 69, 74 
votes on, 1 

Area, 4, 9 - -Army 
see also Soldiers 
provision for,.§_ 

As!3essment 
see also Abatement. 
motor vehicle excise, 54 



Subject and Entry Index 

Assessment (cont. } 
property, real and personal, table 
10, 50-52 -tax, ,2, 31_ 

Assessors 
board of, 13:r 14, 21, 30, 31, 36 

annual report of> 44 
bank returns to, 46 
correspondence, 59 
departmental budget, 45 
minutes of meetings; 45 
proprietors' instructions to, 18 

Assets 
see also Financial 
treasurer's report of, 6? 

Auditor,· 13, 36 __.. .._.._: 

annual report 
state, report 

B 

Bank 

of, 
of, 

see also Checks 

73 
2-i:x: 

receipts from interest on 
deposits, 68 

returns to assessors, 46 
Baptist Church, :?.. 
BaptistsJ 4, 6, 7 - - -protest against religious infringe-

ments, 156 
Barns, inspection of', 12? 
Bartlett, J"acob, ~ 
Belcher, Jonathan, 149 
Bellingham Branch Railroad .Company, 8 
Bellingham Center School, 17, 18 --Bellingham Public Library, 7--, 17-, 18 ,...... ......,_.. --

appropriations, 9?-99-
expenditures, 98, 99 
receipts from fines, 99, 100 
trustees 

board of, 13, 40 - -annual report of, 98 
minutes of meetings, 97 

Bellingham, Richard, -~ 
Bellingham Woolen and Cotton 
Manufa9tory, 6,? -- -

Beverage, license, 8 
Birth 

certificates, 23-i, 23-iii, 23-iv 
physician's report ofJ 23-ii, 24 

68. 

Birth (cont. ) 
records, 21-i, 22-i 
report of 7 23-iv 

laws governing, 23-iii, iv 
Blackstone,. 2. 
Board 

se~ Assessors:; Health; Library- trustees1 
Public 'Wel:fare; · Selectmen · 

Bonds 
see also Financial -----paT..n.ents on, 68 
receipts from sale of, 68 
tovm officers' Fidelity, 34 

Boots and shoes 1 .§. 
Boston;!, _g, 152 
Boundaries , .2. 

oee al~o Annexation; Precinct; 
Separation 

settlement of~ 5, 6 - -perambulations of,- 18 
Bounty to soldiers, 6 
Brushes, .§. 
Building 

appropriations and specifications 1 2-i 
committee 

annual report of, 2-i 
co:m:m:uni ty building, ?_ 

annual report of, 2-ii 
num.ber o~ dwelling houses, table 10 

Burinl permits, 29 

C 

Candidates, for to,vn orfices, 35 
Carey, William and wife 

medical care of 
bills rendered for, 157, 158 
petition for settlement of', 159 

Carriages, ·.§, 
Caryville, ! 

request for new school building, 79 
mill, §.. 

Cattle 
. inspection of, -127 

nl.Iffiber of, table 10 
·cemei.,ery 

appropriations and expenditures, 130 
committee, 13, 51 - -annual report of, 130 
superintendent 

burial permits returned by, 29 



Census, ~ 
Charlestown, 153 
Chart, town government, 15 
Charter, 4 -Checks 

see also Financial 
cancelled, 70-i 
stubs, 70-ii 

Children, aid to dependent, 111,. 
113 

Church, !, J_ 
history, 3-5 

Church of England, 4 
Commissioners, road, 
Com.mi ttee, §_> 18 

13, 46, 123-i - -
see also School 
annexation, 132, 133, 147 
building, 2-i 
cemetery building, 2-ii 
electric light, 2-iii 
finance, 14, 36, 72 - -fire, 2-iv 
IJiemorial _Day, 14, 52 - - . Comm.unity building, see Building 

Congregational Church, 4 
Congregationalists, 6, ? - -Constable, 44 - . 

ar.illual report of, 114 
returns of tov'm meeting 
warrants, 12s 13 

warnings to depart tovm, 38 
Continental Congress, 6 ·-Contracts 

highway construction, 5 
of school committee, 89, 94 

Controversy, boundary lines, 5, 9 -Corbett, William 157 
Corporations 

Bellingham Woolen and Cotton 
Manuractory, 6 -Hartford and Dedham Turnpike, 8 

tovm, ! 
t{insoket Turnpike, 8 -Corres-oondence . ... 
board of assessors, 59 
board of selectmen, 14 
chief of police, 117-ii 
school superintendent, 94, 95 

Cotton goods, .§. 
see also I-fills 

Cows, number of, table 10 -Crematory, se!. Cemetery 
Cumberland, R.I., 8 

69. 

Subject and Entry Index 

D 

Dairies, inspection of~ 127 
Darling,, Samuel, 135 
Death 

certificates., 28 
records of, 21-ii, 22-ii 

Debt, 73. '74 

Dedham:, 3, 4, 8 - - -Deeds, early> 3 -Diseases 
see also Health 
contagious, rules for reporting, 
2-v 

dangerous, records of, 11 
Dog 

7 ..; 32 ~..i..cense, 
.o~• 13 50 O.L .J..1.cer, : -annual report of, 129 

E 

Education 
see also School 
state department of~ reports, 
83, 94 

Election 
see also Voters 
of officers, 13 1 13, 21 
returns, 16 . 
tabulations, 17· 

Electric 
light committee 

annual report of, 2-iii 
light and power, 1 

Elm beetle 
see also Gypsy moth 
eradication of., 2-viii 

Expenditures 
see also Financial 
amounts for .. 

almshouse recipients, 101-i-a 
care of William Carey and wife :i 
159 

cem.ete:ry, 130 
mother's aid~ 110 
overseers of the poor, 109 
public library, 98> 99 
road, 123-i-b 
school , 80 , · 92 
welfare, 107, 108 

authorization of, 1 
bonds, for interest and principal, 

68 



Subject and Entry Index 

Expenditures ( cont • ) 
departmental> 2--viii> 3, 68 

estimate of, 75 
classification of> 76 
sum:nary of s 7 7 
vouchers, 78 

treas1Eer's report or> 67, 68 
trust funds, 68 

F 

Farming, §. 
Federal tax, see Tax 
Fence viewer, 13> 48 -Field driver, 13, 48 

. - -
Financial 

see also Appropriations; .Assets; 
Bonds; Checks; Expenditures; Funds; 
Liabilities; Pay roll; Receipts; 
Tax; Vouchers . _ 

Finance committee, 14, 36 
' - -annual report of, 72 

Fire 
committee, special report of, 
2-iv 

department 
call firemen~ 45 
chief of, 14, 21, 45 - - -recOl!lIIlendations for improvement 
of, 2-iv 

records, 119 
volunteers, 45 
forest, 124 

Fish and game 
see also Hunting; Sporting 
licenses, 31 

receipts from, 30 
Food 

see also Health 
handling of- :s rules for report

ing, 2-v 
Forest fire warden, 13, 47 

annual report of, 124 
FrankJ.in, .§., 1 
French neutrals, removal of, 152-154 
Funds 

see also Financial 
teachers' retirement, 93 
trust, 68 

70. 

G 

Grune, see Fish and game 
Gas pipes, _g_ · 
General court 7 3, ~, 21, 61,·· 133 ,.· 

134:, 136, 141-143, 1-48, · 151, 156 
petitions to, 131, 135, 137-140~ 
145, 159 

Glue, §. 
Governmental organiz-ation, 13, 14. 
Grantees, list of, 61 
Grants 

see. also Fermi ts 
state and county receipts, 68 

Great Britain, 6 
Gypsy moth 

see also Elm beetle 
eradication of, 2-viii 

H 

Hartford and Dedham Turnnike ... 
Corporation, 8 · - . 

Hayward, Eleazar, 158 
Hayward, Oliver, 149 · 
Health 

see also Diseases; Sanitation; 
Food 

board of, · 21,. 49 
regulations, 2~v 

High School> J_, 8 
High;vay 

see also Road: Streets· 
appropriations~ 2-viii, 123-i-a 
construction, 123-i-a 

contract, 5 
extension, 123-i-a 
repair, 123-i-a 

Hiatory 
historical sketch, 3-9. 
publication of town-history, 2-vi 

Hogs, 13 
Holbrook, Joseph, 159 
Holliston, Q 

separation from Bellingham, 135, 
135,, 139-144 

Hopedale, 7, 9 - -Horses, number of, table 10 
Houses, see Building 



Hunting 
see also Fish and game; Sporting 
licenses, 31 

I 

Independents, 4 -Indians, Wampanoag, 3 -Industries, see Manufacturing; Mills 
Inspector 

of ani.Eals, 13, 49, 127 - -of nilk, 14., 49, 126 --of slaughtering, 13> 50, 128 - -

Jurors 
list of, 15-ii 
selection of, 1 

Jury 
residents liable for duty on, 16 
list,2-vii 

K 

King Philip, 3 

L 

Land 
acres of taxed, table 10 -early deed£ of, 3 -ovmership of, ~ 
proprietors ofs ~ 

Liabilities 
see also Financial 
treasurer's report of, 67 

Library, see Bellingham Public Library 
License 

see also Giants; Permits; Tax 
dog, 32 
fishing, 30, 31 
hm:ting, 31 
issue of, 1 
malt beverages, 8 
receipts from, 68 
sporting, 31 
victualers', 7 
wine, 8 

Liquor 
agent, 50 
license: wine and malt beverages, 8 
violations, 118-i 

71. 

Subject and Entry Index 

Looms, ~ 
Lumber,.§. 

surveyor of:, 13 7 48 

Malt beverages, license, 8 
Manufacturing, .6, 7 - -Map, town, _g, 39, 60 
Marblehead. 153 
Ma.rshf'ield ,: a -Marriage 

certificates~ -'-27 
intentions 

certificates of, 25 
record of~ 26 

records of, 21-iii, 22-iii 
Massachusetts Bay, Province of 

Governor and Company, ~ 
Measures, see Weights and :measures 
Medway, !, .Q., §_, .2. 

separation fro:rn. Bellingham, 131-145 
I1eetinghouse s .Q.:. 1, 20, 138, :139, · 

146, 14? 
!"Iemorial Day committee~ 14,. 52 - --Mendon:, 3-9 · 

per~mbulation of boundary 7 18 
separation from Bellingham, 1-~1-· 
annexation to Bellingham, 146-148 

I\,lilford, _g_ 

:r=Iilford,, Attleborough and Woonsocket 
Street Railway Company, § 

Military list, nen eligible for duty, 
16) 3? 

I1ilk 
inspector of 7 14, 49 -annual report of, 126 

Mills 
Bellingham. Woolen and Cotton 
Ha.nufactory, 6, 7 - -

CarJVille, .§. 
cotton, §. 
fulling, 6 -grist, 6 -North Bellingham, 6 -Taft Woolen Company, 7 
textile, §. 

l"Iills, Rev. J"onathan> 4 -Minister 
settled, 3, 4 - -support of, 5 -Minutes of meetings 
assessors', 45 



Subject and Entry Index 

Minutes of meetings (cont.) 
propreitors', 18 
public library trusteesw, 97 
selectman's, 1 
town, 16, 17, 19 

Moderator, 13, 49 - -Mortgages, personal property, 33 
Moth 

see also Gypsy moth 
superintendent, 13, 48. 

Mothers' aid, 110 - -
Motor Vehicle . 

accidents, 117-iii, 118-ii 
excise tax 

abatements, 55, 56 
assesSin.ents, 54 
receipts, 66 

violations, 118-i 

N 

Narragansett townships, grantees, 61 
No Man's Land, 3 
Norfolk: ~d Bristol Turnpike; 8 
Norfolk county, 4, 9 -
Norfolk County Railroad Company, 8 
North Bellingham, !,, 7 

mill, .§_ 
Nurse, 49 -

0 

Officers, see Town 
Old age assistance 

ap9lications for, 113 
bureau of, 14, 41 - -case histories, 112 . 

Overseers of the poor, 13, 14, 21, 41 - - -- ----see also AJmshouse; Welfare, board of 
public· 

annual report of, 101 
expenditures, 109 
receipts, 101-i-b, 109 

p 

Pauper 
see also Vagrants 
aid to, 104 

Pay roll 
see also Financial 
school, 90, 94 

72. 

Permits 
see also Grants 
burial, 29 
issue of, 1 
for pole erection~ 10 
receipts from, 68 

Petition 
see also Prote9t 
for annexation t"o' Bellingham, 
146-148 

for and opposing.annexation to 
other towns, 131-137 

for annulment of illegal tovm 
meeting,.§.~ 149, 151 

for boundary settlement,. ~' ~ 
for establishm~nt of new precinct, 
138-144 

for new schoo~ buildings, 96· 
for pole locations and plans, 9-ii 
for religious freedom 1 155 
for roads, 4 
for separation from new precinct, 

145 
for settlement of Wm. Carey's 

expenses, 159 
Philadelphia,§. 
Plymouth county, 4 
Pole 

1 4-. 
OCavlOilS 

plans of, 9-iii 
petitions for, 9-ii 

erection 
orders, 9-i 
perm.its, 10 

Police 
chief of, 14, 21, 44 -~ .---.. ~ 

annual report of, 115 
complaints to, 117-i 
correspondence of,. 117-ii 
deputy chief, 21, 44 - -o~ficers, 21, 44 - -daily reports of, 116 

report of motor vehicle accidents 
117-iii 

records 
liquor violations, 118-i 
motor vehicle a·ccidents, 1°18-ii 
motor vehicle violations, 118-i 

Poll 
see al22,_ Election; Voters 
abatement, 51 
aggregates of polls, ·table 10 
tax list, 15-iii, 44, 47-49, 
64, 65 



Population, 5, 7, 9 - - -Precinct,.§. 
see also Annexation; Separation 
petitions for establishment of new, 

138-144 
petition to be separated from 145 

Property 
aggregates of, table 10 
mortgages, personal, 33 
persons assessed on> table 10 
tax, see Tax 
valuation of, see Valuation -· Proprietors 
instructions to .assessors, 18 
of land, ~ 
minutes of meetings, 18 

Protest 
see also Petition 
against infringement of Baptist 

freedom, 156 
Providence> R. I. :s 3, 9 - -Providence plantations 1 4 -Province committee 

enter protest for Baptists, 156 
Provincial Congress, 6 -Public library, see Bellingham Public 
Library 

Public v;eigher, 13, 48 - -Pupils, see School 

Q 

Q,uakers:r 4 

R 

Railroads, 8 -Railway,· see Street railway 
Rawson's Farm, ! 
Real estate, see Property 
Receipts 

see also Financial ----alI!lshouse produce, 101-i-b 
board of public welfare~ 106 
departmental, 74 

estimates of, 75 
·classifications of, 76 
S 1 l111JTu-'l ry Of , 7 7 

library fines, 99, 100 
licenses and permits, 68 
motor vehicles excise, 66 
overseers of the poor~ 109 

73. 

Subject and Entry Index 

Receipts (cont.} 
revenue,; 68 
sale of bonds, 68 
school, 80 
state and county grants, 68 
ta.x:s real and :personal, 63 

Records 
cross reference system., 21 
dimensions of,_ 20 -housing, care, and accessibility, 
17, 18 - -location of, 20 -system, _!!. 

titles of~ 19 
Registrar of voters, 13, 14, 21 - - -30 :r- 31 > 35 , 40 - -Relief> 21 - . 

aid to work relief, 103 
for French Neutrals, 152 

Religion 
petition for religious freedom, 
155 

protest against infri·ngement of 
Baptist freedom> 156 

Residents 
female, 58 
list of, 57 

Revcn-u.e, departmental receipts 
of, 68 

Revolutionary war period 7 6 
~~ -Rnede Island, 3, 5~ 9, 23, 60 - - --. 

Road 
see also Highway Streets 
a~propriations, 123-i-a-b 
commissioners, 13, 46- · - -annual report of, 123-i 
construction~ 2-viii, 8 
erpenditures,, 123-i_:_b 
petit·ions_ :for,. 4 
surveyors of, 46 

Roman Catholic Church, 7 

s 

Sailors 
agent 

for 
for 

burial of indigent, 13 -care of graves of, 13 -·sanitation 
see also Health 
rules for reporting, 2-v-



Subject and Entry Index 

School 
see also High School; Education 
appropr.ie::t;ions recomm.ell4ed, 81, 82 
bills, 91\ 92, 94 . 
buildings 

petition for new, 96 
request for new building at 
Caryville, 79 

committee, 5, 7, 8, 13, 35, 37, 82 
annual· report of, J_., ~:-79:92 
contracts ., 89, 94 . 
records, 18 

contributions for expenses, 96 
correspondence, 95 
cost of, J_ 
curricula,. 80, 81, 83 
districts:. 1. 

summary.of activities, 80 
early history of, 5, 7 - -educational policies, 80-82 
financial statement, 79 
housing improvements, 80 
pay roll, 90, 94 
pupils~ 7, 8 - -attlmdanc&~e-0ord,. table 8, 

. ' -
79, 80, 84, 86, 94, 96 

employment work certificates, 88, 94 
honor students, 79 
intelligence test papers, 85 
scholarship records, 79, 84 
transportation of, 87, 94 

receipts and expenditures, 80,. 92 
records, 18 
superintendent, :z.. 

correspondence of, 94, 95 . 
report of, 79 

teachers 
appointments, 81, 96 
list of, 80, 82 

. 

retirement fund· record, 93, 94 
salaries, 35, 80, 96 

Selectmen 
10, 12, 13, 14, 15-ii -- -

74. 

board of ,. 9 , 
17, 21, 22, - - 25, 30, ~:r 34_, ~§., 40, 40, 
41, 43, 44, 44-52, 62, 6 7, ?2~-9§,= ffi:; 79-, 81 ---- ----- ----~ 
82, 98, 101, 114, 115, 120, 123-130, 149, 
151, 152, 159 

anm1al report of, 2-viii 
chairman of, 22 -clerk- of, 13, 21 

. - -
correspondence, 14 
expenditm-es 

authorization of, 1, ?8 
departmental, 3, 69 
munroary of,. 3 

minutes of meetings, 1 
orders on treasurer, •i 

Separation 
see also Annexation; Precinct 
petitions to be set.off from 
Bellingham, 131-137 

Settlement of Bellingham,. 3 4 _.., ·=--

Sewage systems, 2. 
SeA.tonR; 13, 51 
Shirley, Governor William, 147 
Shoes, §. 
Slaughtering 

inspector of, 1,3, 50 
annual report of, 128 

state law covering, 128 
Smiths Robert, 150. 
Soldiers 

see also Army 
agent 

for burial of indigent, 1;; 
for care of graves of, 13 

bounty to, §_ 
relief officer, 11 

Sporting 
see also Fish and game; Hunting ------~ ----·- -· licenses, 31 

State Library Act, 7 --Straw·, .§. 
Streets 

see also Highway; Road 
lay-outs 

approved,. 15-i 
blue prints of, 6 

lighting system, improvement of, 
2-iii 

superintendent of, 13, 46 
annual report of,. 123-ii 

Street railway, 8 
Suffolk county, ! 
Superintendent 

see also School 
of streets, 13, 46~ 123-ii 

. ·- ~ 

moth, 13, 1§ 
-~li.ne 

officer, 13 , ___ 
number of, table 10 

. --
T 

Tables 
aggregates of polls, property and 
taxes as assessed~ 10 -data from annual reports of school 
committee,!! 

housing> and condition of depart
mental records, 17, 18 
. - -

Ta:rt Woolen Company, 1 · 



Tax 
see_also Abatement; Assessment; 
License; Poll 

agg!-egates of taxes, table 10 -changes, 45 
collector of, 13, 21, 34 - - -annual report of, 62· 
fede~al, 21 
paid by other towns, 136 
rate, table 10 -receipts, 63, 66, 68 
state, county and tovm, table 10 -tit 7 es, 71 

Teachers,~ School 
Telephones, _g_ 
Textiles, see Mills 
Tithingmen, 13, 52 - -Town 

see also :Annexation; Precinct; 
Separation· 

clerk> 13,. 14, 25, 30, 36 ------------annual report of, 17 
counsel, 43 
description of, 6 
hall, 7, 17, 22, 25 - - - -janitor·or, 13, 52 - -incorporated,,! 
indebtedness, 73, 74 
meetings, 5, 6, 13, 2Q, 21, 25~ 35, 

37, 40, 4l, 44-46, 4:tJ, 49, 52, 149-151 
- -,at" ---- ,,_ ----- ~ ......__, ---

minutes of, 16, 17, 19 
p~tition for annulment·or illegal, 

;- 5 149-151 .. __ ,. 
warrants f·or, 12, 13, li 17, 1$, 44 -name, origin of~ 3 -office, candidates for, 35 

officers 
annual report of, 2 
appointments, l, 13, 14, 16, 21 
bonds of, 34 
elections, 13, 13, 19 -reports of, 2-ix 
resignations, 36 

records, 14, 16, 17 -situation of, _g 
Transportation, 8 - -

see_~lso Railroads; Street railway;-
Turnpikes 

of pupils, 87 
Treasurer, 3, 13, 35 - -annual report of, 67 

authorization to,. ?8 
departmental receipts and expend
itures, 3, 67, 68 

orders on, 69 

75. 
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Tree warden, 13, 47 
annual report of, 125 

Turnpikes , 8 

u 

United Colonies, 6 
Universalists, 7 

V 

Valuation 
farm stock and produce, 101-i-b 
·property, real and personal, 

table 10, 31, 44,.47-50, 63 -· -· rate of tax, table .. lo 
Vagrants 

see also Pauper 
aid to, 104 
lodging of, 114 

Victualers' license, 7 
VitaJ. Statistics, 17 

see also Birth; Death; Marriage 
Voters 

see also Election; Poll 
list of, 13~ 21, 30, 31, -- -.. -. --
register of, 41 
registrar of, 13, 14, 21, 

annual report of, 40 
Vouchers 

see also Financial 
accountant's, ?8 

'Wampanoag Indians:, 3 

42, 43 

30, 31, 35 - -

Wardens, see Forest fire; Tree 
Warnings to depart town, 38, 44 
Warrants, town meetings, 12,. 13,. 
16, 17, 19:. 44 

Yater 
lack of,.§. 
supply of, .2, 

W-eighers, public, 13, 48 
Yeights and measures 

sealer of, 13, 21, 46 - -..-,; -
annual report of, 120 
certificates of inspection, 122 

I 

- record of inspections, l2l 
Welfare 

see also Overseers of the poor 
aid, 41 -to aged, see Old age assistance 

case histories, 102 
to dependent children, 41 -applications for, lll, ll3 



Subject and Entry Index 

'Welfare 
aid (cont.) 

to mothers, llO 
to paupers, 104 
to vagrantss 105 
to work relief, 103 

board of nublic, 14, 41 .. . ___,_ .._. 

annual report of, 101-ii 
departmental expenditures> 108 

expenditur.es, 107 
orders on treasurer, 108 
receipts, 106 

Welles, Samuel, 132, 133 
Westham, ~. 
Wilder, Joseph, 132 
Wine, license, 8 
Vinsok:et Turnpike Corporation, 8 -Wood surveyor of, 13, 48 - -'Wool 

see also Mills 
woolen goods , §. 

Woonsocket> R.I., 8, 9 - -Woonsocket Electric Machine and Power 
Company of' Rhode Island, ~

Woonsocket Union Railroad Company, 8 -Yorkman' s compensation agent> 14, -52 -Wrentham, 3, 5, 9 - - -perambulation of boundary, 18 
sepa~ation from Bellingham, 131-145 

Wrentham and Foxborough Railroad, 8 

76. 


