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PREFACE. 

THE following little work contains so 

rna_ny curious anecdotes relative to 

the cele?rated Apologist. of t~e Quakers, 

that, by giving it a greater degree of pub­

licity, I trust. I sh.all render an acceptable 
. . 

service to the literary world, and particu­

larly to that respectable class of Christians 

whose cause he defended with. such zeal, 
. . 

and "'~hose tenets he explained ~ith such 

ability, as to convert into an appellation 

of honourable distinction what was in­

tended by .their calumniators as a stigma 

of reproach. 



The ~Iemoirs were written about the 

year 1740, by Robert Barclay, the son of 

the Apologist, and printed chiefly for dis­

tribution among his relatives and friends. 
. . 

Having been born in the neighbourhood 

of Urie, and during my early youth much 

connected wtth the_ Quake.rs in my native 

county, a copy was prese~ted to ine by a 
. •'. 

friend in 1 774, and has since ·that time 

·been preserved with great care; l;iaving 

many years ago considered it, on accoun~ 
of ~ts rarity a~d intrinsic valu~, ~orthy of 

. . . ' . 

bei~g re-printeq and published. . . 
_ S011:1e of my frie_nds, to whoni· I com­

municated my intention, advised _·me to 

omit the genealogical details . relatiYe to 

the ancient possessors of ~Iatp._ers arid Urie~ 
' • • l 

·as, perhaps, less interesting to_thepubl_ic in 

general. Butlfelt equallya dis~ke to CQll-
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sent either toabridgementoramplification1; 

.and I hope the antiquarian· wilt no.t be 

displeased with ·me for .giving the·~·iwork 

verbatini et literati,n as I found ~it;·:e~ 

cept some slight corrections of what evi­

dently appeared to be errors 'of the press. 

I have not even altered the Scotticisms 

with which it abounds: and, indeed, any 

attempt on my part to accommodate the 

language to the taste of the present 

age, would have been like an endea­

vour to improve the simple garb of the 

Friends by the addition of tinsel and lace. 

It was my intention to bring down to 

the present times the history of a family 

so distinguished for probity, talents, and 

eccentricity; but I have only been able 

to subjoin to the re-printed Memoirs a few 

particulars gleaned from tradition., from 
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conversation with the late ~fr. Barclay, 

to whom·l·had:the_ honour· to be known, 

and .from other ~uthentic sources of in­

formation. 

·HENRY-MILL.· 



A 

GENEALOGICAL ACCOUNT 

OF THE 

BARCLAY§, OJF1 URIE, 

WHETHER the ancient surname of 
. Berkeley or Barclay be originally of 

Caledonian, British, or Saxon extract., is ,vhat 
cannot, at this distance of tirue, be certainly 

concluded : but it is vouched. beyond con­

tradiction, that there were four great at:d 

eminent families of that name settled in 
Scotland, viz.-Walter de Berkeley, ¥.7 iiliam 

de Berkeley, Humphrey de Btrkeley, and 
B 



Q 
tW 

I{obert de Berkeley, in the day~ of ,,V.iiliam 
the L:on, of Scotland, and Henry II. of 

England ; the t\VO first having been Great 
Chainberlains of the Kingdom; ,v alter 

bejng so designed in a donation granted by 
hirn to the Monks of Aberbrothwick, of 
the Church of Innerkeleder, confirmed by 
\Villiam the Lion, both being in the old 

Cartulary of Aberbroth\vick, in theAdvocate's 

Library at Edinburgh ; and \\'.,.illiam being so 
designed a ·,vitness to a deed granted by the 
sa1ne King- to the Monks of the Cistertian 

'-' 

Order, copied from the original by Ander-
son, in his Independency of Scotland; and 

all four considerabledonators to theAbbacies • 

. ·. All .these circumstances determine us to 

beli_eYe their early settlement .in thiskingdoin, 
. . 

no doubt before the Conquest,· and makes it 
mo.re than probable, that they ,vere not of 
Norman Race: neitl~er can it certainly be 
determined how long they have b_een settled 
iri this kingdom ; but thi~ is sufficiently 

vouched, tha_t this same \\T alter de Berkeley, 
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for King v"\rilliatn the Lion, to Henry II. of 
England, as is n1entioned in Abercrombie's. 
History of Scotland ; he observing upon the 

n1argin, that the docu111ent is in the custody) 
of Panrnure : an evident demonstration that 
they had been long settled here before that 
time, it not being to be supposed, that. a 
stranger_, immediately come to the country, 
would h~ve ·been acc~pted of as a pledge .for 
the Kiµg? neither that such ,vould haye- been 
honoured or trusteq. with being Great Cham­
berlains of the Kingdom. This Walter left 
no children but two daughters; one of them, 

according to Nicol'~ Peerage, married to 

Seton, of Seton, predecessor to the Earl of 
'\Vinton, 

It being certain that the armorial-bearing 
of Berkeley, of Innerkeleder, was the very 
same, both in the tincture of the field, viz. 
azure, and the crosses, argent, that has been 
always borne by Berkeley, of Mathers, and 
byno other family of the name that is kno\vn 
or ever heard of, either no\v in being, or 
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and their other ackno,vledged cadets; for 
according to Heraldry, this proves Brech in 
to have been of them ; lnnerkeleder being 
extinct many years e'er Berkeley married the 
heiress of Brechin : although this proves 
Innerkeleder and Mathers to have been one 
family, yet there is no sufficient document 
pqsitively to determine their relatlon : never­
theless, the exact parity of their armorial­
bearing, the circumstances of time;·w alter 
de Berkeley, of lnrierkeleder, and Humphrey, 
son to Theobald de Berkeley, being ap­
parently co-temporaries, as both having con. 
:firmations from \Villiam the Lion : all these 
reasons, corroborated by constant traditior: 
confirm the belief, that Walter de Berke}ev -
uf Innerkeleder, ,vas cousin-german to Hum­
phrey, and brother-son to 

(1) THEODALD DE BERKELEY, 

he being the first ,vhose name is transmitted· 
do,vn ,vith such certainty as may be·depended 
upon, to have been the original of the family 
of l\'Iathers; he appearing: by unquestionable 
records, to have lived in the days of David I. 
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or· Scotland, commonly call~d St. David, 
who began ·his reign ·A. D. 1124; Theobald 
being, as is supposed, born about· A: D~ 1110, 

in the third year of the reign of°Alexander I. 
son to Malcolm III. commonlv called Can-. .. 
more, both Kings of Scotland, ·and tenth of 
Henry I. son. to William· the Conqueror, 

both Kings of Eng1an~. . _This Theobald 
had two··sons, Humphrey an~ ·John: Hum­
phrey being· in possession of a large estate in 
the Shire of the Mearns, did; according to 
the devotion of these times, i.1pon part thereof, 
viz. ·Balfeith, J\1onb~ddo, Glenfarquhar, &c. 
in the pari~h of Fo~don, ·grant a donation to 
the Abbot and Monks of Aberbroth\vick; 
witnessed by lf1illielmo_ et lf7altero capellanis 
dom. regis, Willielmo Cum-inin, 111/liehno 

Giifard,-Philippo de 1lloubray, Do1n. deAbcr­
buthenot, Philip1.bo de ·llfa lle7.:ill Johanne de 

Montfort, TFaltero Scot, et !Falterofilio suo,­

.Agatha sponsa rnea, cu·m muftis aliis. 'l'his 
donation was confirmed by "\\i~illiam the Lion, 
(,vho began his reign _;\. D. 1165) before 
these witnesses, 117altero et Ti"illielmo capel­

lani~ nostris, 1/lill. Curnrnin: Phili/Jpo de Afou-
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hray, J!.oberto· de Lunden, Roberto de .Berke­
ley,. cum multis . a!iia; . apu.d Forf ar . xxvi. 
Ma~tii. This same donation of Humphrey's 

• l • • • 

was r_enewed and aug~ented by.: ;bis OJJly 
. . - .. 

child. and daughte! .r~henda, an<l- ~o}?ert, the 
. : ~ . 

son of "vVarJIJ1ebakli,_ her h~and, :(who. was, 
according to Nrrcors Peerage, prede_cesiOr to 
the Ea"rl of Glencairn) the ,vitnesses thereto 
being Dom. J. IYisltart, vicecom. de Mernis, 
et Johanne filio- e.jus; Dam. DuTl.cano de 
.Aherhuthenot, et filio ejus, I:fy,mphTeo de 

:Jfiddleton, cum mullis aliis. Thi·s second 
donation ,vas confirmed by Alexander II. 
the \vitnesses thereto, ..A. Ahbato de Melross, 
Ro . .Abl·ato de New.bottle, Tho~ de Hay, Alex. 
de Seton, cum multis aliis, vicesi1no die Marti.i~ 
anno regni nostri, vicesimo quarto. After 
the death of Robert, the s011 of W arnebald, 
the Monks got Richenda, his ,vido\\', to dis­
pone these lands to them for the third time; 
et ad majus hzyus rei testimonium, in poste­

runi una cu,1n sigilla meo liuic scripto, sigillu.m 
venerabo patris nostri R. Abredonensis episc. 
et sigillum Domini Ansebn Gammel s~ci ap­

poni, cora·m his test. Dom. A. Archide Bre.-
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chin, Dom. ~Tigello de J.1oubra!!, Dom. Ro­
berto de Montealto, et Dom. Will. de Huny­
ter, cum multis aliis. 'I'his third donation 
was confirmed by Alexander II. at Aber­
brothwick, the 7th day of March, and 32d 

year of his reign. Coram test. venerab. patr. 
Ro. Epis. Abre. ll7illielmq Co1nite de Marr-. 
Waltero de Moravie, R, de J,,,J-0ntealto. 

AU these six documents, viz. the three 
donations, and their three respective confir­
mations, being registrate in the antient Car­
tulary of Aberbroth\vick,riow in theAd,,.ocates 
Library in Edinburgh, from whence the Au• 
thor of this Genealogy had them extracted', _ 

Notwithstanding all this precaution of the 
Monks, Humphrey, and his daughter Ri­
chenda, being dead, and he having no heirs­
male of his O\vn body, was succeeded by his 
brother 

(2) JOHN DE BERKELEY, 

,vho not being satisfied with the liberality of 
his brother, and the other t\vo dona tors, 



8 

turned the .A.bbot and l\-1onks out of all their 
possessions in l1is lands ; but ,vas c,bllged, 
:With consent and concurrence of 1;is son and 

heir,~ Robert . de Berkeley, to come to ari 
. ' 

.agreement with· them, '",hereby:· in lieu of 

:what he dispossessed- them, to give them the 
milt: of .Conveth, with the appurt~nances 

thereof, binding them, at the same time, to 
pay to him and his heirs, ~n a~I time ,co~ing, 
the sum of. 13 mer ks of sit ver yearly. 

This agreement ,v~s not only ~igned a~d 
sealed by the Abbo~ a~d Monks of Aber­
brotnwick, by J ohri and his h~ir Robert de 
Berkeley,· but also, una cum sigillis vener. 

i:irorum Greg. Episco. Brechin, et J?~m. n~zl­
lielino de ·Besco, ·Dom. Regis Can.· et pom. 
de Lunden,fratris i~'tustr.Regis Ale~. aJJponi 
jJrocurarent; coram test. lf/illir:hno Capeliano, 

Do1n. Episco. Brechin, niag. .Andrea de 
Perth, rnag. IIugo elf:! Jllill·ourn, cu11r muftis 

eliis, and confinned by King .A.!e~ander II: 

at Dundee, the first of January; corani tf!st. 

'Greg~ Episco. Brechin, ff/ illielrno de Bosco, 

nostro cancellario; l?o. de Lunden, nostro 
J1·atre; llugo. Canu:ron: cznn 1nultis aliis. 



Both this agreement, with the confir1na­
tion thereof,· ·'are also extracted out of the 

Cartul~y 9f ~berbrQthwick-: 

• Accordipg to·what--h~th' been. a1ready ob­
served, of Theobald's be_iljg_ -bo~ · ab®t 
A. D. 1110, and his son Jo_~n's agreement 
·with the Abbot and Monks being confirmed 

by ;Al~x~nc;l~ JI. it--n~t-\lrally · follows, that 
Theoba14,: H:u,,e)phr.ey, -~µd- ,Joh~, -~.u~t--ha~l 

.. ; .. 

Jived-in.the ·d~ys of 1\l~ittu~de(· I,: •Jkvid·l+ 
M:ab;)lm tV .-:~WH)iam the : Liot1; Att~lmder 
11. :a:11 ,- Kings :of . Scotl11nd, aa.d of Henry I~ 
King Stephen, Henry JJ. (the first of. -the 
name of Plantagenet) Richard J. and John, 
all Khlgs:·:of- E-rigland. · lt may· also be 
9bserved..t: i'1~t,, d_"ti~g th~t: "time, Jerusalem 
being,!~~ by'. Gi>dftey. .at _Jl.ulloin,. ·ani--the 
war_· in: th~ Hply~ ·Land -·carried ·on. by: .. the 
Chtist~ns,·against.:the Sa.racoos,. the ,armotial­
.~ariug:~ ;tbe_:B~rkeleJC :makles~ 1it veryi pfd-

- _, 

.bable., they:: wete · ef -the· t1wnba1r ;o'flthose 
,ze~lots, who-put oil th·eC(oss,'as is, imitiv.my 
asserted by -~~mbd~n.~:. ·Ufj)11-:John's·death 

· he- was succeeded by •his. son, 
C 
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.. 

(3) llo~ERT DE BERKELEY, 

\\~ho, as is a!reaidy-0bserved, consented to lhe 
agreement 1bet\veen his father and the Abbot 
andl Monks of Aberbroth,vick.; -being· suc­

ceeded by hns son, 

(J) Ht:<?H DE BERKELE1) 

wha obtained a· Charter from ·King Robert 
Bruce; -uport -:westerton, bein·g: lands lying 
nieair·,to ~he abote: :mentioned Mill of Conveth; 
whntihi Charter: Nisbet asserts- to be registrate 
n&n the Cairtulary of Melross,- his -son's 11ame 
~ . q •• 

:\)~Tilfll~ 
iO 

{p) J\LE~ANJ)J:R l>& B.t:lt:UtEY, 

of-Mathers, who by marrying Catherine~ sister 
to William de Keith,_ Marishal of Scotland, 
·obtaiped the lands -of Mathers; -whith -he 

-added~ ·to -his paternal estate, -vouched by a 
-eh~r~,· dated--A~ D~ 1351, granted" .. by the 
·sgid :William de:Keith,-- with consent ~as:the 
· Chatter : ,,;ords it) of ·Margaret tTI)' ,vif e, to 
·Aleian·der de· Berkeley, and Catharine; my 
sister, his spouse, and the longest liver of 
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them t\vo, and the heirs-male of their bodies; 
my lands of ·Mathers, datum apud man~u711, 
w.pital~ ~ostrum de Strathehin, dif ·Martii 
invent-ione sanctce crucis, A.D. 1351. °Coram 
test. rtv(}rendo in Christo patr. Dom. Pk.ilippo, 
Dei' gratia. Episc. B~echin,. Dom. Willie/mo, 
eadem gratia Ahbato de 4berbro//µDick,D,'!,v_~d 
de Fleming, J// ... illielmo · de Liddel, militibus; 
Johan. ··ae Seton, et aliis. 

This_-Cl)~rter. of Mar~sna,rs· ~iqg ,epea~aj 
i:erba~im; i~ confirme~ by· ~ing Davjd Bruce~ 

~ . .. ., 

at Perth, the 18th day of March, and 21st 

of his reign, coram test. Roberto seneschallo, 
nepo(e n,ostro, ( the first iing of Sc~iiand of 
the :llame of. Stewart) Tho. senesclial. comite 

' ,, , ' . ' 

de .dng~, . Tho. de Mora:vie panacri . nos_tro 
Scoti<e, Roberto de Erskine e~ Tho. de Fa/side, 

_.... • • t • . • ,. ; • 

~iii.lib~. 

This orig~nal Char~er from Marishal,._,vith 
the original confirmation thereof by · King 
David Bruce, are both in the custody of the 
present Barclay of Urie .. Upon the death of 
thi? ~Alexander, he ,vas succeeded by his son., 



· (6) DAYID D~ BER~ELEY, 

of Mathers, who·by all the aeco1.1nts that-can 
be ·had, ·mamed · , Seton,·daughter t-o the 
same.JJhn de Seton·, ,vho witnessed' the pre­
ceed111g· Charter·from Mar-isbal,. to 'hismther: 

:. • • • I 

their ~on' s · natne being 

(7) ALEXAND.ER' DE. BERKELB1,, 

of Mathers~ ~y ~h~ ~raditi_on of the f~mily; 
~- ritamed,Helen:Grreme, daughter.to --

, ., . ,, l- • r • • - . . 

Gi amie, ·of-Mbrpl'tie; ~their· sori being;•. 

(8 ) ... P•A.V~D. ·_DB, BEllELEY j. . 

of· Mathers,·· ,vho 1 ·-as . · is supposed, built the 
• • • ' •• 'f ' .. • . 

·castle; ·called·the ·Keim; of ·1't·ath~;;whe,e 
. . ' ~ 

th~ fa:~ily, f~r their _better security, livc_d f~r 
a while during·soine troublesome ·time·~~··.~~~ 
married Elizabeth Strachan, daughter, ·to 

-- Strachan, of Thornton, then, an an-
, . . . 

cierlt and· flourishing . farnily in the Mearns; 
·who~ bore to him: 

(9) .... ~~E.XAND~ BARCtAY,° 

of Mathers, ,vho is the ·first of the family 
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,vhose name is found, .both by old evidents, 

and his O\Vn subscriptio1Tns, spelled as now, 
viz. Barclay, by a-Charter granted to him by 
William, Earl Marisha], Sheriff-Principal, 
and High Constable of the Shire of the 
Mearns, wherein he terms him, Dilecw con~ 
sanguineo nostro,, i. e • ...:..i.to our beloved kins­
man, Alexander ~arclay, of Mathers, and 

' . 
Catharine his . wife, · ( this ,va~ Ca~arine 
Wishart) dat~ A. D~ l483; which· Charter 

is extant in the family. As he lived to old age, 

so upon his son's tmtrrna~, llie put him in 
possession ·o_f fhe old estate_; reserving Mathers 
to h°imse]f dh.11ring Hfe. As he was reputed a 

scholar, ,and. -somet4i.ng of a po~t, so .to him 
are a~r~~d the Ve.r~es '. ·wad~ lly ;. a· laird .. of 

• • I ,t / 4 ~ • I ,,,l • • ' - ; .' • • • ' ' ' ; • • ' 

Mathers,'. and .g~ven .. a~ . ad vie~ to . his tiOn 
,_ • •. - •' ., • • I ' • • '" •.. • 

and sµc,c,ess~:n~~, whi~h, a~ ,vort.hy, a~ here 
' • . • J. ) , • , ' • : . • • • \ ~ 

inserte~l.: 

G,itf. t\l.~~ ~ice tby :bpu~ ;laag s~nd1 
And thy successqrs brui)t tpy laµd; 

I • • 

A bive all things lief God in' fear:· 

Introm.it .nought:'!fi~ wrangou~ ~ear; 
Nor conquess nothing wrangously: 

,vith. thy neigh~IU .keep .tbarity. : 
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See that tthou pass not Olly es~afo: 
Obey dully thy magistrrateo 

Oppress noti, but. support the jpl1J!Rlt'e: 

To help the tommon-·wei]J fake cufrr. 
- .' 

"Cse no decent: mell not with treason: 

Andl to a]TI meKll dlo right and reason. 
Both unto word and deed be true: 
All kind of wic.l{edness e'Schcw. 
Slay no man, nor th~reto consent: 
Be nought cruel, but patient~ 
AIJya ay in some guid- place, : 
,vith noble, honest, godly race; · 
llate huirdome, and aH ·vices flee; 
·Be h~mble., haunt guide companie.: 

. 

l~elp thy frien~, and do nae. wrang, . 
And God' shall cause thy house s·tand lang. 

lJ . appears by the . above ~octxm·elDlt;' he 
married the already-men'tioned Ca~hmrine 
Wishart,· daughter to \Vis hart, of Pittarrow, 

' . . 
a familiy for a long time of great eminency 
in the Mearns; some of them having been 
High or Principal Sheriffs thereof, being so 
designed in several of the family's ancient 
papers. She bore to him, 

(10) DAVID BARCLAY, 

of Mathers, who married Janet Irvine~ 
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daughter to Irvine, of Dr:um,then oneDf:the 
most consider-able families . -io the. · Shire ,of 
Aberdeen.. . This: .,marriage ·,vith -~Drum's 
daughter is·-vouched:by ·several· docwnents·in 
.th~ f~inily, viz. an antient M.s.· wrqte:·A·~·D~ 
157.S,: -~ntituled, :Genealogy of the: Bar.ans 
of the Mearns, (in ,vhich are insert the 
abo\:-e Verses). :as ~lso-·by Charters _,upoiLthe 
la~:~of -FalsideTand: Slams; iri .. 'the.Meams. 
Ili~ eld~$t son: was,. 

(J'.1). ALE,XA,N~~~ BARCLAY,; 

of .Mathers,:: vouched :by~ the Genealogy. oY 
the·Barons of the Mearns,; old Char.tersf&c • 
. to_ ~ttve; :niarried .Marjory.-.Auchinleck, i second 
<lawg_b~w io James Auchlnleck;Jaird;of Glen-
berv:n\FJ~ who '.was.son to· Johri• Auchinleck~ .of 
AU:cbinleck, in Angus; and,[wbo~~ by: marry­
ing _the.fonly daughter of- that same Sheriff, 

Jahn ·:Melville, that. was killed by the -Baronis 
of the -Mearns, -: obtained the:. '.estate· -of 
-Glenber.\tie. 

This same James·At1chinleck· leaving no 
children but t,vo daughters, the eldest being 
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married to Sir WHUamrrn · D~t11gI?mS>.9 -seco1-1d ·SO!\ 

~to the famoUJIS Earll cf .A?J gns, t22liil~& Ben the 
·Cat; lly ftiblns -m2un~cge· carrrle. ihe IDo~lasses 
first -inm. the estarte _of G~~m~er-i.ie, <in-, :the 
Mearnsi and from whom· ~re -ttl1e~1t1r~e'a the 
:EarJs·of · .Angus,~·and Duies ~of. Douglas-. 

trhi~rAlexandeJf ~relay sold the lands of 
Slaim~·and'. Falsid1e9 m: the Metms,' to '.Amltaw 
Moncur, of Knapp, to whoni. '.he .gntiited a 
Charter of these lands, to be .holden of him­
self and~ .his hei'ts~ o~iea-· X:·n. 1497, which 

.Ch~ter ,.is .extant,~ !ibe· familf; :as.:afs~ a 

.converance of the -mmuis; ·-$In ~it :rroutd ~ sub­
i1ari~~~ith hi! ow~. -~t ~- ·:JE4rnoo~~n, 
~i:)} ~<t>li ·:cillaiy. m-~ir~fu.,; l4)\9)F1 g.. il?fl ~~~- tie 
·:o.bH~z:ltnnmiscaXf. uo. ~ar ioo -'§®n~ J».mfflw 
-M~uv : rn~rmli@~9; lb(OOfm · Jrom . lliiw : mriri~hicir, 
·~h~ .~rfoo;-re Janet ITll°vrrillle·si (these .lands ibci~g;:as 
it seetns, · pairtl: :of lhier j.ointure) · arid: .from --a 

·-oomr&~~he had enteretl,into with Sir:Jarries 
Auchterlony, of Aucbterlony and :Kellre,:for 
a marriage bet\veen his son George and 
. Au~erlon_y!s -daughter.-



It was tpis same.l\lexander Barclay, \vho 
b~iing ~perior of ·the Laµds of D~rn, -in the 
~hir~ :o.(: Banff, gr.~nte~ to $ir J:ames Qgilvie, 
~ _ -~fOTTI, pr~pessor to · Jh~t &rl of 
Fin4~~,. ~-p,recJ~t: pf Clare con_stt\t, · as heir 
tQ Jliij~·fillJld(a~,. -~i~ Jam~ Og~lvie,· of 
p~skf9r~ _f~ i~f~f1iJlg him · in- .the .. J~nda of 
Pµr-~::,th~ ~rigj~~l of wb:icb ·.pr~cept, with 

hi~.~ _:~nd: tr!Jls _(•p~ed •. =b~jJJg elate the 
29th April, 1s 10, at Kirktonhill, the ~ of 
the family of Mat~1ers, is in the custody of 
Sir James Dunbar,· -of· Durn. i This Alex .. 
-~~r•:5 ·son's- name being_ 

(12) -~ipRqE bARCLAY,., 

.ef M~t®.ri)'_·• mArrw.d. Marj<try.:Au~hter~ 
~~JJ~b~~E tp, th~ :iW19.vf!~~nti(med · Si;r 
J~~:,;:4.11tht~tl0fly ;;~;of,· A»~qterl®y ~ an_d 

-K~~j:thEfnJf~~t'ftal!le:faelilJ in t~.shi,e . , ~ 

__ qf: 4~1-\s )f:t~lr~~b.r.l's :na:me -h~ing 

(f3)-~ D.AVID 13ARCLA~~ 

. 9f Mtt~rs,; wbo,jma.~ ·first -M-ary: Rait, 
daµghter_ to-•&it,10( ~algreen, .. by:whom he 
h~_ Ge_o_rge, w.he ~ueceelled ·rum·-;: and had 

D 
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for •bi~ second wife -Catharine: Hom el·:_ by 

whom: -be ·ha·d John; to ,vhom · hie :g~®'.: :ihe 
lancii of John=stbn, in -tl-1e·Mearns ;·:·as·is evr­
dent.lly Barclays', ofJehtI-Slon~·fiirs-~~eharte't, 
·dated::A. D. 1s60,-anci:theGenea1ogJi·~r h·i~ 
Fami:ly; ·:·: m his own . ~uslodj( : -· Barclay~ of 
Balrttaquean:, iiS: a: cadet f of~iohnsto&•~ 'f&l\1il)~. 
Fullatt9h,,- ~f K1nabre, · ID8tned; a-· ~au~-h~~ 
·of thii) })avid Barnla-y/)'41sse·: elde~t)sei\;: its 
a.b0w, was. 

~ 14) G~OI\G;E B.wi;~• Y ;'. 

of Mathers, marrieil~fMt-:rw_;Mafy>~Er~k.ifre, 

daughter t? :~1~ ~-Fh_~l~~~~f :~ip~~ rf Brech in, 
,v ho ,vas Secretary of State to King J atnes V. 
of j Scotlan4: i::: ~t!e; ~i-i·r}lifl tnlmedilft-ejs~&~s-'­
~~or ,~{!!tt¼laUg@dt~-~rate 611 BtefllU&fbrlhat 
~o~~ Pittod-nie)~ it\: th~-JShif~,bf J Alietdeen; 1 h1s 
. po~ri.ty :tontirrtiing · th~i-e£ra·· ffoltrishillg ·-fi_ 
mily. Ft>ii~his ~oond.wlfe·~he~ inartleA Mar-
garet Wo~1-! ?~~&'W~~T~o;)Y° op:~~ pf Bonning­
ton, in Ariglls~ ,,~fic:ihor~-h1m\a'son, Alexan-
der, t~-:wnom · fie ~gtiv-~(tieoloods·:0£:Brldge-

~ toun-a'.nd--~Jack.sto~nJ-In1th.e~~Mearns;; iw.hooe 
-· lineit-heir-male is.G~o·rge Barclay; Mercfumt, 



nf Ban ff.-. His _eldest son, by l\t1ary. Erskin·e:, 
5ucceeding·to the estate, his name being 

(15) .TH011AS BARCLAY, -

-GtiMathers, \vho .married Janet _Straiton., 
·-daughtet(to Straiton, of ·Lauristo_un~ in, the 
Mearns~ a family ·e1nirient ·both for. its anti-
;ei ui-ty a.tfd :gr~atness, extinguished only in this 
present age; Thi$ 'Ihomas · Barclfly. died 
;before_~i& ~ther, leavin:g only on~ son behind 
him, 

{16) DAVID BARCLAY, 

of Mathers, ·great grandfather fto the~ present 
Barclay,. of-Urie, lborrm A·o P 0 • J580° He 
1nar~ : ~liZJibeth, :Livings~qn~j) : ~@,~gb.~rr i~ 
Liyh1gston, -qf. Purtnip.~e 0 ·: He :\Va1§ .. callied 
a very .polite _,veU-bred;: ma:J~ -~: lbut _by_ ,the 
easiness of his . temperj _ rnlQ&. ]iving miui.ch_-at 

Court, he brought himse]f i~to _ sucfrf <lrrffi­
cqlties, _ as .. obliged -him_ ·to __ s(eH :the_ est~te; 
first Mathers, after_ they had kept it near 300 

. . 

yearp, .and- then ,the ~old ~?tate, after they had 

~pt: it. upwards_ .of 5-00 .year~. lle had a 
dangh_ter: .£\nne,-first married to Douglas, of 







·se11ters; they :b~i~g so de~igned. ~11: th~ pape~ : 
both t~ese c_ont~.act~ of marriage, :as 1al.so the 
fitted accom.pt, being [in 17 40 J in -~~ c_u~_tody 
of Robert Barela y, of Urie, his grandchild. 

He married Katharine Gordon, daughter to 
Sir Ro~er-t Gordon, ~f Gordonsto_un,. sec~n~­
son to the -Earl of Sutherland, and second-

. ' ) ~ ' . 

cousin to King Ja1nes the Vlth, of Sc<:>tlan~$ 
and First of Great Britain,_ by hi~ .grand­
aunt Lady Helen Steuart, sister to Matthe,v 
Earl of_ Lennox, being the said Sir ~obert' s 

grandmother, his mot~r being ~y Jea~ 
Gordon, daughter to_ the _Earl of Huntly._ 

Katharine Gol'<!on bo_re ,to-him .three ,pons, 
RC?bert, .John, an~ !?~~id, ~ncl t\~O ~~~g_h~ecs, 
Lucy and Jean : David and Lucy qied 11:n• 

. . . ' . 

married ; Jean ,vas married, to Sir .Buen C_a-
. . , . . ~ . ;- , 

meron, of LocheiH, to whom she bore eight 
children, ,vho ,vere all marriedo John mar­

ried in East J ers~y, and hath lieft chikllr~n. 
1]:ie eldest, 

(Js) Ro:sgRT:BARCLAY·, 
. . . 

qtJJri~; porn :A. D. ~648: he ,va~ __ t~~~ ·autbor 
o£ the Apology .in behalf _of the· P~ple ,~alled 
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·Quakers, .(,vbich ✓~: : presented --to King­
Cha:rl_es II.} \tith ,vhom:'he::joined·:·him~tf 
abot!t thef, 19tl1, .arul:\Yrdte>-the· Apo10gy: in 
,the. 2.7.th:yearof hi& :age.~: :He:marriecVCh-t~ 
tiiui. MollisoB', .ilarighter. t0: Gilbert ·:M()UisoD, 
,Merchant:~n.: rAberdeen;;·rby~ 1,vhom :ile·:ieft 
seven:chiltben.•behli1d .huh:;;_::three:~:Ro­

bert, David, and ~phn; anfq fou1~ daughters, 
Patience/ ·rcJrl{i~tn~: ;::Ch:ristian,' and Jean. 
'He-· diedjh the·<A!2dy~ 0£,his1 age, ·af.Urie., 
tlie;3d tof,.October, · i6go: ail his seven·ehiJ­
· dreri-Ming 'ati,this:_:timtr~hli~/ nowJull 50 

.years-::,sitke.heldied,._tli"i~be.ing .:wr6te A:.·O. 
: 11740 .. ·~:liiishsetond ~sQri,·~David., iettled:·.: in 
-Londaui,!Jilarrieitiirst to Anhe·Taylor[<laugh­
c te'P Tto: Jam~ f.V,a1lor, :Prapfir thek'; and, af te, .. 
=-,vards- otto;dBr~iUa -F-ramepcfaughter -to-Jo1lm 
·· Fram~ Banie1titi·· ·:London,:~ having-children 
· oy: both. t~ m~riffges: .:his ~tiest son -Ja~es 
being;.ttlso~ri~d;i,im(r Mth·;cfiildren-. : -His 

·"third _so1r;rJbn1n, sett~ itt:®ctbHn ;. 'roamed 
Anne Stretell, dangtiter---; te -- Amo~: Streieil, 
Merchant there. His daughters, Patience 

and Catharine, married to Tiin~thv and James ., 

Forbeses, sons to Alexander Forbes, of 
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Aq_uorthes~ in: th~ ~ Shif.e of Aberdeen, and 
· M-erchant_s _in Dublin •. · His: third daughter~ 
Ch~~tian, married·. Alexande~ -- Jaffray, of 
King)wel.ls, in _&aid_ -6-hire, · His _youngest., 
J-ean;.married AleKander Forbes;son-to John 
Foreffi,,-of Aq~rthei,. in the·.same.:Shire,: 
-Mercbantin Londorl. _; T~ eldr.st:son, 

( I g) RouRT HAm.tu Y, 

~of. •Urie.~, born A .. D. 101~~ :he~ married 
El~abeth Brain3 daugb ter --- to :.f.obn Brain, 
.af London,: l\ierchant~hyiwhom be:aad;two 
. sons, Robert awtDavili, .andthree·_daugbters, 
MoJlis~ Eliut>eth~,, and Oathuine. · . His 
8P~,l):avi~: settled a .. Merchant in London, 

.mir.ried -Mary: ·F~rdoe, _ d~ghtett:~.:t.o John 
J?artlQe, of _· W,qmes.tet, : ~MerBhant~~ .- His 
: daugh~- Mollisou · _ married~:J-Ohti Doublt-
day,,.son tA) John_ :Doubleday,, o!:Alnwich­
A-t>bey, in Northwnbetland;: ·Elizabeth mar­
rie<l ,,Sir Wi1till1Jl: Ogilwie, et~·Barr.as, in the 
·~ra.s. . His ield~t~ ~ · 
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(20) l{OBERT BARCLAY, 

of Urie, born A. D. 1699, married Une 

Cameron, daughter to Sir Euen Cameron, of 

Locheill, by whom he has four childr~n; 
three sons·, Robert, David,· a11d --Eue1i", . ana 
one daughter, Jean.: His' eldest son, 

(21) RoirERT BARCLAY, 

of Urie, born t. D. ~Z~l-2 •. 



.lfEJJOJRS OJ? Tlll~ LI JlES 

o:r 

COLONEL DAVID. B~.\.RCL-LlY, 

OF URIE, 

&c. ~·c. 

IT being in the preceeding Genealogy 
- made e-rident from authentic documents, 

beyond contradiction, that the family of 
Barc]ay of Urie is the family of Barclay of 

~1athers continued, and the only true, lineal, 

and uncontro\·erted representatiye thereof; 

Colonel DaYid Barclay, of Urie, being the 
only son of I)avid Barc1ay, the last laird of 
'/fatl1e,.s th".lt e\·-.- ,y,,, ..... ;~r11 • ~,·l 1 "t I 11.,,•p, ;n ~ t'j .l " (. L ~ • , ~ ~. J. J. • C: ~.. ' ••• l h ... j L<> '- l J.;. 

my vie\v at present being only to 1nake s01ne 

observations or 11emoirs of the Lives of the 

said Colonel David, ~nd of his son, Robert 
Barc1av, both of Uri~. ,, 
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· :Colonel David Barclav, of Urie, as is -
at , large taken notice of in the Genea-

logy, -,vas born at Kirktounhill, both the 
seat a·n-d birth-place of· his father, David 

Barclay, ,the last laird of Mathers, A. D. 

1610. He no sooner ,vent through his edu­
cation in the schools, &c. · than he - ,vent 

abroad on his travels· irt Ger1nanv-, ,vhere hf' 
.I 

,vent a· volunteer· int~ the S,vedish army, 

under Gustavus Adolphus, King of Sweden, 
in which· he served until he ,vas made a Cap­
tain (his · com mission, in the S,vedish lan­

guage, being still extant in the ·family) ; and 
having given pregnant proofs of his courage 

and co.nduct, was quickly made a Major; but 
his being called home by his relations, upon 
the breaking out of the civil ,vars, put a stop 

to his farther advancement in that service. 

Upon- his coming home, he served a,vhile a 

.\1ajor, but soon got a regiment of horse. 

1\s he ,vas a get1tleman of great modesty,: as 

\vell as bravery, he was very reserved in giving 
account of his o,vn military actions, \vhich 

ob1i2"es me to collect them from scattered ~-
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docu.m~µt~j ~nd aQthors \vho ha,ve acci­

dentally tr~ate<l of t\)em ~s they oc~µrred 

in the ~ourse of th~jr history; part1cµlarly 
Gjlpert. Gordpn, of· Sallach, i.n a Jnan\,\scrip.t 
c9n_tj~~atiqn of the Fa_mily of Sutherland, l.Q. 
'Yhich · he relates many of the tran~cJctio1,1~ of 
his O\vn time, o_f ,vhich he ,vas ey~ or ear 

. . 
witness, or had from un<lqubted authority, 
and is :ther~fore esteemed,- by all \\'b9 hav~ 
r.Cf~d him, a very jQst and i1npartial hist9rian. 
~~_gi¥~. ~.cc;ount jn p~g~ 60, ~hat " Colonel 

.D~rid :a~rcl~y, wit}r an ~rmy under l)i~ cpm .. 
Jn,~~1d, went to Sclnff, jp pursuit ~f the Earl 
~ .Cril\lr·ford, \vhg l)~q r~i~d an in~~1rrection, 

JOl.P :bµrned ~everJll !Rwns, particul:Jrly Fra­
~erp.urgh, wholn he :oo.tir~ly routetl." · »~ 
-also gives tJccount, page 62, that '' Colonel 

. . 

DP.vid Barclay, along with Major G.e~1eral 
Mjddl~ton, in May, 1646, dislodged Mont­
rose,· apd relieved the to\vn of Inverness, 

(th~n besieged by him) by the said Colonel 

Barclay's crossing the river with his regi­

ment of horse, above the to,vn ; ancl falling 

.upon Montrose's for~es, rot1ted both him 
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and Seaforth, and made both flee to the 
mountains, having killed a number of their 
men, and taken aU their baggage, andl two 

piecei of cannon. From tlherr]Ce they went ~o 

Chanrie of Ross, which they iool 9 after four 
days siege, iJIB ,whnch they got 2!J~ Moniro§e0s 
ammunition ; after ~wlbJich they restored. fthe 
Castle to the Lady.Seaforth, who~n they Ul§ed 

very discreetly." · ~Then, page 6-7 ~ Ir,,e teo]Js, 
" Colonel Pavid Barclay w~ mooe Governor 
of Strathbogfie; ~m1d th@t · a1 tfriJe same. time 
General Midkll~eto!Dl was mmde G~i7ernoir of 
Bog of Gigh(~ now Casde Gordl(?iru; · nt a~ 

pearing that they ,vere alw~ys Li!jf]OlDl rine.~nde, 
Yiz. that si<;le ·which ~t least: pretended( ·to be 
for the King1s iat~lJ'eSt9 nim which they \~"ere UfJl<> 
separable. 11 He also, in page 71 9 ·iakes pmr­
ticular notice9 'that H upon lhe 2~tlm <Cllmy of 
·January, 1648, Colone] David Barclay9 son 

-to the laird of Mathers, in the Mearns, 

:then Governor of Stratin bogie, \Vas mar­

:ried to Catharine Gordon, daughter to 
· · Sir Robert Gordon, of Gordonstoun, as 

·is more at length mentioned in the Genea­
'logy." 
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.. ·Tbe same author. takes notice, page ·i3, 
thqt· '-. the Parliament, in· order to raise and 
recruit their arrny., under the Duke of Ha­
milton, for relief_of the :King, then prisoner 
-in the Isle of ._Wight, having divided the 

,vhole kingdom into_ several districts for that 

-end,:thatColonel David Barclay had assigned 
him for· his division, Sutherland, Caithness, 
.and part of Ross.". He also,_·in page 75; 

·gives us an account.," that in.July,' 1648, for 

the King's further· service, and to'. keep the 
· country peaceable, ,vithout disturbance . from 
t~e disloyal party, during Duke Hamilton"s 
being . in England; and to be a · sufficient 
· g:uard to the Prince of W ales11s person if he 
should l~nd, of ,vbich there \\1as soine expec;.. 
tation at that time; . the Parliament ordered 
a ~e\v levy of 1500 horse, ,vhich vvere dnvicled 
·a1nong lhree commanders, 500 to each: the 

Earl of Lanerk,'the Duke of Hamilton's bro­
ther, ,vho after,vards became Duke hi1nself, 

,,·as·to have 500, Colonel David Barclay ,vas 
to have 500,. besides his o,vn regiment of 
horse, and the laird of Gairthland to have 

500. Colonel Barclay's locality ''"as to be 
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all benorth St. Johnston to Dingsbeyhead~· 
. . . 

which \Vas all Scotland benorth the water of 
Tay.'' The same author also takes notice, 
that '' the then situation of affairs ~having: 
separated the Colonel and Middleton, the; 
last being obliged to accompany Duke­
Hamil ton, ,vhile the Colonel \Vas at the same', 
time obliged, with his 500 horse, to intend: 

the peace of the country,. all benorth· St) 
J ohnstori ·;· · :M-iddleton had the :rnisf ortun~. to. 
be taken prisoner bye the: Duke;· and ~·bad nO' 
doubt,bomeiiiin company to-the ·scaffol&, hacl 
be not bad:. the _good fortune to· make; fhis· 
escape .upon the road.·-·'; The idefeat ;ari~.im~ 
prisonineht of: puke Hamilton,:,vith his:e~e~ 
cution- following thereupon,· and Cromw~lUs· 
coming to Scotland after the: battle of Preston~ 
gave a turn arid ne,v · face_ to' all the· affairsi of 
Scotland; fot all ·th4se who. gave .assistance; 
or· any manQerjof ,yay favoured the engage­
ment, were,: :by Oljver's. advice and -desire,. 

turne4 out of all: _their ·posts, civil and mih-· 
tary; and_ a~o!]g otbe_rs, Colonel David 
Barclay ~an. ~q~ _. san:i,e (ate, ~aving his regi .. _. -
tpent either· br,9ke or ,taken ,from hi~, a~1~l 

. - . . . ' ... ... . .- ' ' 
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\Vas never a(tt;f that engaged in the niilitary, 
which g-ires me an opportunity of taking 

notice of, and contradicting, as notoriously 

f~lse, a piece of lo\v, ig-norantj as weU as im­

pot.ent, malice, vizo a re!P.Olrt that the Colonel 
sety<e~ under OJiver Crom\veU~ a1g2inst the 
King.;-_ whereas it was at O!iveils· insiance;) 
ifoir tlhat very service, that lhe ,vas turnefd out pf 
lhisr regime!Dlt~: and never after serv1:dt Dlm the 
~limf ; 6if :whie®i _ G-ortiQ)rm takes~ norcuce$ . :and 
~lhri~h· is 'ooiifirmeit in a MSc aH wrote~'with-; 
~e. Cok»ner's . owm ~mridls, givalTilg mu. accriunt 
of his condlnci, .. -which· is prresetv~ in· the 
family; .,vberein he: givtes mccoum~':of ~av-. 
ing .Jost :his,past in tne arm)tfor his: Joyalnyr 
in.. joining-'-tbose. wh~ -designed· to-·: free 1 tnDit: 
distressed' Sovereign.· He- also ta~·-noti~ 
in1his. MS. that.being rendered. uncapat>J:e·.-of 
further service· to· liis ·Prince,. for· the- ·above" 
reason, he retir.ed. to Gordonsfoun, ,vhere: he· 
lived. quietly for several years,· '.dating \\;hiehl 
time the: ga:rl Matishal being taken·pciso~ 

. at Eliot in A-ngus, by the Engiish; unde~ 
General Monk, and· his · estate· forfeited, 
,vhich · they- sei~ed~ together ,~ith the· Ia:trds-
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of Urie, ,vhich the Co1onel had tiurchasec! 
frotn · him, pretending the Co1oi1el's tight 
from Marisha! \Vas not fuily cbmplete<l: upon 
\Vhich;.·by the Earl and his other friends' ad­
vice~ .he laid hold upon the interes·t he had 
by·· biJ. wife's cousin-germ an, the Earl of 
Snt~tland, and dther relatio1is there, and 
got hianself elected Memb~t- of ParHament 
for thmt;Shire, ~nd in the nett ParHament, 
by. nis-0,.n interest, for the Shires of AngriS 
and ~ains;, which \\·as ·J0oked upon M the 
only·.rnetUod-left lo get poss~ssion of his own 
esta'.te;-aj \\~ell is t(j .dt)' ~servict! to his country 
and friends, particularly the family of lvlari­
shal, for ,vhich he bore a great respect, and 
in ,vhich he was so successful, that be pro­
cuted access to his o,vn lai1ds, and obtained 
large allo\vances from the Countess of Iv1ari~ 

shal, for ,vhotn he got an easy tack 9f the 
wh9le estate, and good provisions for the 

children, so that there was little, if any thing, 
rtia<le by that forfeiture to the then govern­
ing party; his full success :in Yvhich, ,vith his 
strenuous endeavours in behalf of the other 
f~rfeited nobility and gentry, not altogether 

F 
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·without success, 1nade him so popular in the 
country, that he ,vas again, in the year 1656, 
elected l\1e:nber of Parlian1ent for thffie t,vo 

Shires,. ,vhere he vigorously oppo~ed' ai1d 
voted against Crom\vell's being made King. 
U pan his return, he had the public thanks 
of his constituents signified to hin1. by lette~, · 
(still in the family's custody) subscribed by 
the principal gentlemen -in . both Shires: as 
the Viscount of ... i\rbuthnot, the Lords Hal-· 
kertoun, E~riel, ~lorphie, &c. thanking him 
(~r the_ great services he -pad done his coun­
try, -as J-ie had particula~thank.s !of the Earl 
MarjshaJ, as follows-: 

- u I ha\·c received so many fa.~ours from y(l .. m, cesjp<e .... 
' ' ~ . . . 

""ially the. late evidence ye ha\e given of your tntmtdlness 
. . . . . - ~ . . . ,- .. 

a.ocl respects ;.~1 me at this time, before J·our Commntie@ 
at Leith, engages me to retur~ my hearty acknovikdgC) 

:ments for the same. A.ndl that ] m;1,y in some measurij 

~~p~ess. it, an<l make it <lifferenc(e of my respects to 

you an<l others, I have thought fit to slgnif y thaf]: s1iall 

be very williug to strengthen yomr conveyancG by ~n 
that'~ in my power, as ye sk1B dc'Jirc thr SJmr, with 

1ovial hcartines~. And ]: <lo intrcat, that 11,ihen. any 

thing rcJatillg to me ~hall come before you, that ye iill 



ov,11 t1,e: 5am~ for my interest and good; ani.l in spcdat 

l desire tfi.i.t Rhe i~ck .. <luty of Bo<lJain, which is but 

three poand5 sterling~ may not be dispo~~d to any, it 
beir:g a thing so ~~1.:h con.:~rni:1g mt:; oir, if it shalt 

be assigned to a creditor, that K may know to whom it­
h·, that I may know how to n~co 1,er. Something_ -I 
have desired .Arbuthnot to write to you, which I desire 

ye 'Yill advert to ; and any letters ye sentl to me, send 

them still to my son, at Bcrvie. l\Iy wife remembers 

lier service to yoa, and we both to your lady and 

little Robin. 
'' I am , 

" Your faithful Friend and Servant, 

"Ben·ie, 1\larch 12, 1759." '' MARIS HAL/• 

Directed for tkP 
Right Hon. Colonel Da.vid Barclay. 

A little after this he disentangled himself 
from a11 public affairs, living very private, 

sometimes at Edinburgh, and sometimes at 
Gordonstoun, ,vith his mother-in-Ia,v, much 
to his ease and satisfaction, until the month 
of March, 1663,. that he lost his excellent 
,vife, Catharine Gordon, aged 43 years, 
,vhose last desire in time ,vas, to bring home 

his eldest son ( then at Paris) \vith his uncle, 
the Rector of the Scot's Colleze there .. ,vhich 

'-- ~ 

F 2 
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he most re1igious1 y perf onned. Sbe ,vas buriec! 
at Gordonstoun, the burying place of the 
f.1mily, agreeab!e to the inscription upon heh 

tomb. She \iras born at Salisbury, in her 

grandfather's house, by the mother's side., 

(he being Dean thereof) her n1other'!s name 

\>eing Lucy Gordon., a person of s0 1nany 
distinguishing virtues, that her memory, 

nnder the appellation of Old Maa, or Old 
.1lla11ima, is in great veneration, to this day, 
among all her nu1nerous descenclants .. 

Much about this time, or shortly after, as 

an addition to the afihct~on he \vas un<ler for 

the loss of hjs exceUent ,vife, he ,vas, at the 

inst~gation of spm~ malicious. persons, cpm­

mitted close prisoner to the Castle of Edin­
QUrgh, by order of the Govern1nent, to the 
surprise of every body ; for he \Yas not taxed 

v1ith any crirnc that ever I could hear of. ., 

This treat;-nent ,vms the 1nore uninte11igib1e, 
w1µen it 11.vas recent in aU peo.pk's men1ory 

];lo,v he had suffered in King <;barles ~h~ 
First's qause, by being not only put out of an 
his posts on that account, but also ~ad his 
.estate seized f Gr several years ; yet i.t \Vas 
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suspected there \Vas a design of forfeiting 

hin1~ both of estate and life, had it not been 

for the strong interposition of his old and 

never-failing friend, General, and then Earl 

of ~liidldle~on, the King's Cornmissioneir to 

the_ Pmrhament, hy ,vhose interest he ivas li­
berated ,v~thout any thing laid to his charge~ 
or rep.son given for conrnnitment. 

He had, in his time, under\vent various 
f orh.11nes ; he had tasted of pros.perity and 
udversnty ; he §erve<l in the military life with 
courage. and conduct, and in the civil \\·ith 
prudence and benevolence, and in both with 
the approbation of all good men, having 
made a good . use of his privacy andl 1t€~ire­
ment from the \Vorld, ,vhioh gave hnm m sight 
of its uncertainty and of himself, every day 
giving a fresh evidence of its instability in 
all conditions, from the I(ing on the throrie 

to th~· beggar upon the dung-hill. He ob• 
served, that in all conditions, neither just-ice 
nor innocency could protect, nor good offices 
done, secure a man fron1 rnalice, envy, and 

persecution. In this perplexity he thought 

it ,vas high time for hi1n, that- had spent 
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so rn(1eh· of his time (being now between fifty 
and· sixty years of age) in the service of 

others, to besto,v the remainder of his days ., 

wholly in the service of God, and by so 

doing more directly ans,ver the great end of 
his creation. Under all which considerations 

he looked round him with the greatest 
anxiety and earnestness, to kno"", in midst 

of so many pretenders, what society of Chris­

tians to join ,vith. One observation he had 
made upon all the different persuasions, that 

each of them laid claim to be the ·only true 

Christians, yet at the same time not only 
~iffered from, but as opportunity came into 

their hand, persecuted one another with the 

greatest violence, and that for that very rea­

son ,vbich, according to the nature of things, 

rendered themselves the object of persecu­

tion, viz. because of their differing from 

others·. His much conversation in the \Yorld, 
both abroad and at home, had given him 
large opportunities of making those obser­
vations in their practice ; the reading . of 
their several systems of divinity ,vhilst in 

h.is. retire111ent, gave him full insight into 

their several credenda ·s. Upon the ,vhole, 
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he came to this certain conclusion, that the 
Christian religion must . jn itself be· very 
good, and _the only true religion, · since· ·:all­
valued. themselves- upon laying claim to }t; 
and. :~hen ~4at. it ,vas .impoSiible they ·could. 
be ~l~: righ_t, ~yhen they_~ ~idely differ-eel· 
amongst th.e~sel ves anq ~n~_ another_. · ~~n 
those considei:ations, t9 ..liberate himself: fr9~ 

. . . ~ . . .. 

this perpl~xity, and :<?~IP.~ to a ~ete~Ill-fll?~-
choice, he. took hims~lf ~o the close. reacJing• 
.of the New Test~ment, as t~ only cei?tai_p-
waiy to k010\v tu-ne Christian religion i_It i~-~ pr~ 

(...1 

mntive puidty, by ,vhich he came c~~arly1to-~~-~ 
the differellllce be~i~een what it ,~s ~n. i~lf,­

.ind the stramige shape that several pretenders. 
thereto had put it in; th~t in itself, it w~. 
love, pemce;) joy in the Holy_ Ghost ; ihat~ it 
taught to be humble, patient, self-denied, .to 
endure aU things, to suffer all things:; . noi 

,. . - " 

to place our happiness. or. co~f ort; in ~~ .. 
,vorld, or the things thereof, according to_ 
l Car.xv. 190-Jjin tlLis life onlyu·e.hq,i;e_ 
hope in Christ, we are of al~ men most i'mi-;. 

oerable~. W~ilst under these·consid~ations.~ 
he heard ~{ a people called, . in derision~.· 

. . 
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Quakers. U nd~t gr€ut reproach· -tor their· 
great singularity and abslractedness from the 
world, ,that in great plainness and ~itnplicity 
they- bore a testimony,' as \\Tell -in prattice as 

in :words,: -against .ia-Jt- • :the -f oliies and vanities 
~(t and thil'iks•. 'ffith himself; ·if ·they be 
totlj suc-h- -as-,~ren t~r enernies are fotced 
Wi~timttetige/t,li~tb tmnst be: s~rtirfw-hat e?{~· 
ttiit1ttltnt1ry:abotrt ~tn: ·I ·wiH :.exatnihe an~l 
Qtt{iJ·:afid tiMotdirlg1)~,: ,vith the· gretttest_ e~r­
aistnessj ·-set·_ 3\Jout tif; : ( thes~~ ··hli, ptiirafe' 
tbeughts~ &nttthis :hi~ ihqu1ry,_ · he_ h~s fipon· 
~etil .. occisiorti · comm uri'i'catecl . · lo his 
~s)o· ·Upon :~?hi_ch he found~- 11oh;1it1h-; 
t1ahding aU the tahlt'nnie~ ·an,± repttiach fcheir-~ 
enetnies:.load~d-thertf \Vith, that~th·c~ \\;ere m 

. ~ . . . . "' 

~bet;-plaifl? self~t.fertied, r~Hgious ~dple; ihat 
they ne\,et shunn~d sufferings or· pets'ec'ution 
fot their ·t~5tirnony· r th:t_t they ga,~e 'up lneit 
all-for the sttk_~ of ~heir teligio11 ; tha1 ihe11 

had beat theft' S\VOttls into ptol1ih-shaf~s, 
. . .. 4...- • • ' ' \ 

and theit speat~ irtto pruning~hobts? and 
• . I 

neither taught nor <?xercbed ,var ~ny tho1·e, 
the certain markgi·ven- by the Evangelic Pro­
phet, ·Isai. ii. 4. of the G<,spel thne5; that 
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they loved one another, the infallible cha­
racter OW" -blessed-Saviour. hath .given, John 
xiii.- -35. · of . their· being.~ his discipie·g:·; -that 
their , , practtice;' =and· : principles .. · were~· __ mo&t 

=~cable;to the- .priniitive.standard:recorded 
in:tbei;New Testament~ therefore· came ·to 
a .certain -conclo~oti :within himself,! -if.:Jesus 
-Ch~t ·hath· followers;,: disciples, :or:-a'·yisible 
-c.hurch;upon eartb~theseinust ·be-t~y. ;:·-~nd 
:so.·. npcm. fulr-a»iviciioil: joined ·wittrtheHJ, 
~•- hc;came · eiµinetit: ~ for -his religilin~ •and 
exemplary life~. as:· formerly: tor • his; 'btavei-y, 
remhring · to·. suffer -jttdignities · a:nd: · ~inJt1ries 
for·~~eooe:~iie~·- a-virtue he,was·'-be.fok"e 
-~qimllyunacqriainte.d-atid uriaccustomed with. 
This~ was in the· year :1·600j : being { the fifty­
sixth -:yr:a.r. of· ~his age~ :about which titne · t-he 
~ing. was:settledat·-Urie)· whert! ~it-~th 
oootimied, without• ittterrttptido,: (this: being 
.i~. D. 1-7 40} :about· scwenty ~fout-· ~~ts.~ · 

. ~ These.his resolutions,.and practice ttg-reeable 
tbelittc!i, Iwith. thel '."gerletous -and ; l>etter : sort, 
made him~ sufler:rlothitig •in :tneir;este~m-, but 
-h_ad -the ~:cont(aty effect -upon· the ··~meaner 

G 



sort of -- people, imagining his religion· would 

secfire them from the .. •chastisements· they 
once -would have been sure of; in case -of 

misdemeanours ; and · the la,vs at the same 
·time:, being against all meetings.· for worship 
. that ,vere . not . according to· the .national 

standa:r-0; ,vhich ,vere ·designed · against the 
iield"'."conventicles of armed men aniong the 
. Presb~~rians, in .the south· and west. of Scot­
ian~~- wh~re none~_ of the- Quakers suffered: 
ye~, in th~'. North, malicious. persons gttedily 
l~id-_ bold..of any o~ion: :of. disturbing these 
pe3i~abl~:people; c~iefly at:Aberdeen, where 
,th~y ,vefe,, often: -mo.bberl_: by the dregs of the 
.. to\Yn, : ~~~ on -by the clergy :and other fiamin g 
_bigots.. r It- was r¢marked that none suffered 
thp~~· ~nd:ignities with greater calmness ,than 
!did. the Colonel. : • One .. of his relatioqs, upon 
an:occa~iol1 o.f uncommon rudeness, lament­
ing th;it- he should_ be no,v situated &o differ­
ently from ,vhat he had formealy been, he 

.~ns~\~ered, that he .found· more·· satisfaction, 
_as weU. as honour, in beipg:lhus· insulted· for 
b_is .~eligious principles; ~.than; . \vhen~ _s·ome 
~s-ago. it \vas-usual,·as ~e- passed this citi, 
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tor the magistrates to meet hin1 several miles, 

and conduct him to a . ·public entertainment 
in their to\vn-house; and then convey him 
so·far outagain, in.order to gain his favour. 

, His humility and -sincerity in- his religion 

was. most remarkable and exempla·ry'in his 

,vhole._; conduct, parti~ularly -in--the- time -of 
pu~lic!prayer •. _'He-.,vas a proper~ tall, per-· 
sonage· of a man,. 'as could-.be seen· 'among 
many thousands-: ·his hair,. white as. th·e flax; 

but quite bald upon the top of : his. :head, 

,vhieh obliged·rbi~ to wear, 001nmonly, a· 
black sattiri cap-under his hat.. i It· .,vas' ;ob:.; 
servable_,_that·-he ·always kneeled· in time of 
public prayer, pulled off his :hat!- ·with :one 
~od, and· his· cap with the other, · and · so 
co11tinued ·during· the \\1lole -time· of prayers : 
Ii have ofteaseen it; .. and .it made-such ail° 
a~ful imp~sion ·upon -me_;: that I shall ·never 
forget -it.: 

He was,, ,vith·.·,many·of his friends~ taken 
out of a:meeting at 1\.berdeen, March 21st~· 
1076, put.into close prison, and indicted be~---
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lore a. committee of the Privy ·Council, .. met. 
there for -~ha.t purpose, · for go.iog to. worsn,ip 
contrary to law. The . indictment· being. 
read again.st · them ·in· the · open .. courty · he 
made the following excellent answer, which 

I insert .from the records: " that .though it 
w~ U$ual for. ~h ·as were_ under the circum-

- . 
stan<;es it had-pl~sed God to pat them-in, 
to entertail) -~awyers to plead for the~:yet 
they hav\ng- the, ·ooe advocate with the: 
Fath~, that could_ and would plead their in ... 
nocency -jn the_ hearts of.· all their opposers,. 
they ·might not.employ .au.y:man. ~o-.plead .for 
them.-:· ... :And in. iespect naae. 0£:.tbem haid 
follow~d the_ practice of the law,· .they· desired 
~ aclvautage:might be- tak~ aga• them~ 
on a~oount .of their ignorance of .the intricaey 
of. it.;, -~d therefore. the-: rigour of the· -law· 
ought not to \,e_ -e:itended :agaiust· them,:: ii 
they were t_ransgressors of .i~ -which :they·. 
hoped to make appear, to the judicious and 
impartial, none of them ,vere, the maxim 
being summum jtts summa.injai:ri<k.; and be­
sides, several of them had been falsely in­
dicted to have been at meetings in this place; 
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,vhe-n_ -it could be prov~n· they were· a.ti tthe 
sam~ time at other_ pl~~-s. and some: o( .th~ 
o~~ o( th~ kingdQtn."- _ 

_ : N9tw-iUis~µdi,;ig of: the .'1boveir~bla 
d~fepces.,;p~rtic~arly; the· la$t, which1s.lCIJ'ae. 
eve,_den~ t<> :~yislJbjecr~ -it .wa& tef~:fu 
the prob~tion -0f such wilnes•· iorlly ·as; the 
~Jp~eJ: ·had·. tne>i\ ~~hie ·iob~~s 
a_piQJtJ<~_.being-1P01tly sahool~boys,, and-iii 
the ~~ IJWetjnga:w.ith thetn/.therefaie:,icu· 
cri~::. b•t-all: his objections 1'ere))i~ . - . 
r;uJed, an~-Jb~ libel found.1prdven~ a~cl ~hose, 
wh~ ;hJ~<t ~~~., we.te-fiped; .in a fourth part· 
q( tbelf:: v~uffl. irents, : ace.or.ding. to. an: Abt .of 
P~tlhnlljt.t :)made : 11gi1inst ~ohm:tti~s, ~ ancL 
SDP.h· ,:a$f h--1 ~ JlQt,~ were fine~ ·JJlJove tbeir: abili~.-. 
~ (Jlflu~ugli Jba:sa~actwas rieveridlesigned· 
ag_ai-nst: t~ Quakers., :whd;•_,wcn1 ~and_; £ff~-· a 
peaoeable·;people,:: wider l!vtt.ry:g<Wernment ~ 
fin·. which·: .r~son.·: no~,:of_ .them- .were ·Idi~­
tw:bed in.- any·place of .tbt·.-kingdott{ofjSrot< 
land,_ex.cep.t i11; the N orth,as hathbeeD •81'\i:.i 

ed, and so they ,vere. all reuianc!ed to pri~bn 
until they sitould ·pay theiL several fi11es.. -
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His eldest:son,being then in England, and 

beginning to· have some interest at court, se­
conded by the Princess Elizabeth of the 
Rhine, daughter to the King and Queen of 
Bohemia, :(to -whom· his .mother :was · third 
cousin, and·: stood in the- same·· relation to 
King Charles -I, , which I should, -scarce have -
mentioned, .had it not been taken ·notice of, -
up\\'31'.ds:· of forty years ago, by -a· -foreigne~,~ 
Gerard Crc;,ise-j-in.his History of ttie· Quak~rs~, 
iri. Latin, ·printed · in . Holland, wherein he· 
says·Robert Bar~lay· was- :related to the·roYRI· 
family) procm-ed -the Coionel's · liberation, in -
spi~ of.his enemies,: who,'° vex.ea-that they 
could~not·-have: access to his·.pe,SOO.-at·-that-­
time, ~ procured a warrant' : to -disttaih-:: his: 
goads;·, which · they executed much i ~ beytind 
its own bounds, contrn.ry-to all law·:itor the~ 
warrant -authorised them· only: to. distrain: 

\Vithin the Shire_·of Aberdeen, wheff~as the Co­
lonel's estate,andgoods were distrained in· the· 
Shire-of Mea~s; :which: he ·prqtested- ngainst­
by: a)pGblic·nb.iliry:. then= thej,·; distr;iined not 

only.- his ,cows, but also. all his labouring 
oxen, in the· season of their work, contrary 
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to an ie~press Act of Parliament ; the ,whole 
·vah.11e m~ch eliceeding. then1r c:]a.im ~ bOJJt fue 
chose rafher to ·suffer.· tbmn to· sue · them ifor 

. the iUegaEtJi~~ ·.aU- w1hich.' \'.:!21£ gh;~im- to . ilie 
• 11.... ., • d . r. ~ . . . :r. ~- • pooJ. lUJegg2:;Jy stD.Jl en1§ 01 awnrnty, 11or lU)e111rng 

*h ·,,_ i· ,,. /',~ -ri . . i\.i\.. 
(I, e . ll.OO.c:s:- ~81t· . · c;;_Je .: ~1ezgy;: .n~ 9p~snrrug ~11e 

Ouial'.~ers~ ~--12.Ie. Vi.SS i:f~Ir@tillfns 1~JITCTA§01nte:d @t ~ .. • ...... ;J· ,4.;•1.',J,,.;_,;.~ ..... .:.i. 

A 1L -~ ~ ~ 11.... 0 
~, s;,1 ~ ' '1,,,_:.,:) • ,.,.\ rrt'> .t, :1,. r::i~ ~1UJerDecTI~ :ss Qsn -~urn 2~es0..: ~cnsi _D.::..J;1.:;6 . L1..21 1'"''~~a 

• ! 

~ ,, ,_) ·. ~ " y • ' .. , ,: t : ; : ~ 

panied. ,1~i th. bis old friend\_ and 2c9 uairr1t2.nce, 
John. ·.S\1vinttci)n·, :of -.. Svvinton~, chiefly t(J). ~,Iisit 

h• 4• 0 A · -~ ~.. . ~ 1:i' 1 · i\ i1 . rn Jl~Reim~s 9 . _.an-0. son.1e\l,nnes. ·. tO. LLJDtJi1rgtG, 

upon that aiccount 9 pzrticu!ady in .A pri}, 
16sa~ benJTIJg ~ctompanied>ivith his frieud, An-
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dre\v.· Jaffray,. :cf Kingswalls, his ·eldest.son 
aildrhis wife,::and·theireldcst son, ,Ylliiom ihey 
were: mrrying to. a .boarding-school 211 Tihe(D}~ 
balds~ within twelve mil.es~ of :L_o:ndorm: but 
for the inost ·part; he staid , at b1s ·_ ovYrm; houue 
at; Urie, enjoying· __ gr~t · ~tnsi1~tiow. .. in a 
country :li(e, being mrumcfrn )l°(a~jpOO~d ~y. gentr.y 
and· nobility. -·wherever -he ms, .known: ·rn 
.wbioh~situa.tiOJl 1W. eoilti~ued un.til .the latter 
ffld;[of,.·6eptembecJ,l~80c. _;JBeing ;~ -~ 
16'1Slty~th y~.1 of hi~ age; he triQ)rr s f<BW~~ 
·,vhich,kept-:him:abO\'lt·a fortnight; r21.filld1 therrv. 
-carried· -'him~•'.· :upon •the. 120ti1 ·ra{f:©etotde? 
he ,vas buried in a new buryitmg;f~8~cs·u.nrJG 
his own ground, appointed by himseli(, upoim 
•;l!ismgtemineridy ,11ear;a· mile(lOithe noith­
=wat:bfUrie; having, when in1jJerh~:t\ealth, 
-soihe. time:: befarer :his ;death,-/~y; :a writing 
-ll~dt!r -his· hanc4 .otdere<J. the. d1a,,Jier ::~f · his 
interment:· the-religious-and ~11~:depat ... 

"ture. he made at hls ,end,. is, so. af&ctirig- that 
:it .aannot. be: too. often- .yead \; :which.· :~ing so 
~well related in. his .eldest son's :t.cstimmoriy-can­
.cern-ing hi~~ printed· at the end:ofl h1~ ,vov~s, 
-and the. account of· his chHdrerr-·he, left 1:ie:. . ..... . 
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hind ·him SQ full in the foregoing Gen~alogy, 
also printed in the 1\ppendix to N isbet's 

Heraldry, that K shall add nothing further of 
this brave, sincere, and religious man_. 

. . 

- : Whose eldest · son, ·Robert Barclay, of 
Urie, ·,vas born: at Gordonstoun,·in lhe Shire 
of Murray, according: to Gordon's, of ·sal­
·iach,· lVl.· S. page: 77, December- the . '23d, 

.l648i and not at Edinburg.h, as ·'\YiUiam 
Penn-: -and CplH.er :have written by rnisinfor-
.mation.. He -was but very young when· he 
had.the appearance of a promising. genius, 
which was early observed and fo~etold by his 
grand-mother:. After he had gone thro_ugh. 
the best: s~bools suitable to his age, at ho_me, 
he was sent by his father· lo Paris, _to the 
.Scots' College there, where he -was u~der in­
spection of his Uncle, the Rector thereof, 
who caused him to be instructed both in his 
learning and other gentle1nany · accomplish­

ments, which he went through ,vith great 
vivacity, · and became early noticed for -hi~ 
quickness at their public disputation~, · ·'as 

some ·books he got as -pretniums · from ·t-he 
H 
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l\lasters of the College, attest by their sub­

scriptions. 

His Uncle ,vas very fond of him, design­
ing and offering to have made him hrrs heir 

to all his fortune, ·which was very considler­
able, if he woulid stay "~nth him ; but his fa­
ther alilld motheli being strict Protestants, 

,vere afrandl their son might be seduc.ed into 
the J?iqipiisim rrelngiolITl, andl, therefore, hls futlher, 
according to bis wife's last request to· him, 

as is already mentioned, went over for Jhnm, 
about the 17th year of his age. His U m1cle 
much endeavoured to dissu~de him · from 
returnipg, by · promising, if he wouM -stay 
with _him, he ,vould immediately pm}refrnarne, 
and gi~e ta, him, a greater estai.te than hii 
father's ; to ,vhom his repeated answ_er · .was, 
'' He is 1ny father, and ought~ and mtist, be 
obeyed," and accordingly returned to Scot­
land with him ; ,vhich so disobliged his 
Uncle, that he bequeathed all his· vvealth in 

legacies to the College, and other reEgious 
houses in France. Although he thus lost a 

good fortune, in refusing to be a Papist, yet 
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it did not hinder · malicious tongues fro1n 
saying he· ,vas one, as some, perhaps -igno­
rantly, as well as falsely, do to this day, for 
no other· reason, but because he had a part 
of his education among them, as many others 

have had, ,vithout · any such imputation: 
such an assertion being the more impudent,· 
that his whole life, as \vell as his \vri tings, 

.. . . . 

were 'diametrically opposite to Papery. Yet 
such ·is· the force of· ranting enthusiasm, that 
I know a R. R--d (,vho for the personal 
regard I bear him ··shall be· nameless) who 
sets ·up for a greater·· share of learning and 

knowledge · than : his · brethren,· declared to 
t . . • . 

me,~·not many years -ago, that he believed he 
liv~d and died a Papist·:;. a man so far gone: 
in ·a d"i'stemper is: cotinnonly out of reach of 
physic, yet l · . found, ·. that his ref using his 
Uncle's :friendship and estate, rather than 
be a Papist, far less _a Jesuit, ,vhen he ieft 'a 
,vife and seven children: stunned and shook 
this ,vise -:rather's;. credulity to· :that degree, 
that : ere \ve· parted, he confessed he kne,v 

not ,vhat to say. 
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But to proceed, some time after his return 
borne, his father, as-. is already · observed, 
joined. to the society 9f people called Quakers; 
but I have heard from good. hands,_ used no 
endeav~rs _witµ hi~ that \Vay, being rather 

. . 

desireus his -son should :h~ve his religio~ fro~: 
Gonviction than;frpm imitation, ,vhicb: • soon. 
proved- .. to be the case: .for having· gpne 
throngµ the whole country to visit_ all. :his 
friencl~- and relations~ of whatever profes~joa 
af _. religion, particularly those of the- Roman 
persuasion:, and having strictly e~amined both. 
their principles and practic~ he found himself 
upon the same CQDviction, as had his father, 
con~trained: to e111brace _that despised ~pie,: 
in whose defea£e he. wrote several-books~: 
the best known being his_Apology,dedica.t~· 
to King Charles the Ild, publishe~ in six 
languages, viz. in Latin, English,-·. Lo~ 
Dutch, High Dutch, Spanish, and French,. 
there .being already six editions of the Eng­
lish. This book being in the libr«ries of 
the learned throughout Europe : I shall say 
no more of it here, my design being to shun 
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repetitions of what is alreatly made publfu~ 
and to collect. what is r~lative to him ori.his 
father, tµat. :hath ~~caped the observation of 

others:; :and ·that fuw the information ia1id ti~e 
of the curioos among their. :posterity.~--.: This 
being my chief. design, .. r sha;ll ref et those' 
who.have·~ ·desire ta hat~J·a;full -~·tourit-·of 
all his writimg~, to the gtffl~tal ptefade :to-~ iil 
his works, :wrote hy his· intitnat-e friend Wil~ 
liam '. <Penn1 :son taJAdmim Penn,~ arid: plot­
prietor ·. of Pinnsilvania ;; a-nd · to ·nayle,::in 
his large :Dictionary,. whG>"1 latgely :t-t'-t!as· .(;f 
the1n ... : · · 

He nQt. :on:ly. qefemledi: mS- -Pfincipuss: by 
h~s writ~ng,. but k\id himS<ilf o~t _to prdbur~ 
ea,;e for. ,his: snifering friends., V oltai're· gays, 
it was Sur.prising ho,v his-Apology, wrote ·ontj1 

by 3 pri'1ate· ·gentlemmIDl1 should have '.sac'h- -~lmi 

effect as to procure almost a general release 

to the \vhole sect, from the sufferings they 
theR underwent. · 

In. Febntary, 1669-70, he \va·s· marrfud:. t-0 
Christian Mollison, .. : d'aughter t(f Gilbert 
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to Thomas Mollison, of Lashintully; a wo­
man most eminent for virtue and piety, of 
which _she gave uncommon evidence in the 
management of thefamily, and religious edu­
cation of her children· during 33 years she 
lived • a ,vidow_ -after. her husband's death : 
all- which time, over and besides the peculiar 
care ofJhe family, she laid herself out in acts 
of charity and benevolence to. the poor, the 
indigent, and such peo:ple, in a ,vonderful and 
successful manner.;. ,vhich hath endeared. her 
memory, not only to her posterity, but all 
who knew her or received benefit by her. 
And as .she: lived an . 'examplary -life, so she 

made a~ happy end~ whereof I, among many 
ot~~rs,. was a ,vi tness ; dying in great peace 
and ~ereni.ty of mind, upon the 14~h of Fe­
hru~ry ,_ 1723~4, and ,vas buried in her hus­
band's grave. 

But to return to him : upon his marriage 
he settled ,vith his father, at Urie; yet, as if 

he had had a vie,v of the shortness of his time 
in this ,vorld, he posted through all the aftairs 



of life he thought incumbent upon hian ; 
spending and bes to\ving his service, and for 
the benefit of all he could be helpful to, 
especially the Church of Christ : to visit 
which, in those JPmrts, Ao Do ] 676 9 he weirllt, 
by the ,vay of ILondlon, to I-:IoHaITTldl alIJld. Ger ... 
many, andl came back fch.e same ,way~ where 
hearing of his father and friendls9 imprison­
ment ~t. A1berdleen, he presented the foUow­
ing Adldress., in their. behalfsi to KilTI1g Charles 
the lld :-

The State of the Case of the People called 
QUAKERS, in Scotland, presented unto the 
King's consideration. 

" The Council -of Scotla1;1d: having, about three 

months -~go, emitted a declaration to reinf-oli~e lfQ'.Dn-mer 
Acts of Parliament against Con,·enticles, and recom­

mended tlie execution of them, because of the abuse 

several persons had made of the King's indulgence, 

as the 1aid declaration intimates. 

" Some inferior Magistrates have taken occasion 

thereby to imprison many of them; and some Deputie'­

of the Council h~J,e stretched_ the l~ws against. Con .. 
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'f~nticles to .tbe higM~( fl itch of severity, by lieavy fiQc:; 

and tedious im1>risoumcnts, · althoug_h · their practices 
• • • ~ • ~ I • • 

and principles never gave g_round for such p·ro~~dure. 
' . ' ' 

" Jt ·is tnereforc, on the beha1fof the :Sai~ suff'e~ng 
people;· with '1n. sincere respect desired,· that it would 

pl~se _tlie. ~jog~ fa~oq~a{My to re~mm~nd their ca6C 

. ~~ ~~e,. Cpnn~il of Sc~~~and, that a ~ii"e_rcnce _of c~a­
racter may be.put_ 1:1pon th~m, wlbo h~ne ever lived 

and . µ~havcd _themselves pe'1,ceab!y urndeir dllc present 

Government., from such that ~Ire SGll.~dl to lh~v~ ~lbuscol 
tho indulgence; with some pI?esemifc Feliuclt · 1c·o tlmosc 

harmless sufferers, to prevent that utter-runliil; ~which 
in all probability will attend so many of them that live 
by their labour and trade. 

(Sigued) · 

He delivered this into the King's O\vn 

hand, who caused his Secretary, the Duke of 
Lauderdale, to under\vrite this favourable 
reference thereto, in these words !-

.. 

" His ~Iajesty is _graciously please~ to !efer .thi~ 
Paper to the Right Honour:1ble the Lords of his ?\'la­
jesty's Privy- Council of Scotland. 

. . . 

(Signed)· '' LAUDERDALE." 
. '-' Whit~hall, Aug. 7, 1676.', 
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Upon this they were all liberated : but so 
far ,ver~ t~eirr enemies from being oli~cou­
raged in their malice, that he being come 
home, and at the meefd101g in Abeirdeen;i ,wasl) 

with .lirtil'tefi Jaffrray, of I{i1rugswellis, JJ'ohJIB 
~ ", (('Of\ 11 ..l1 1] ii... 
lL (Q)rlae§\; o:r L~quorrtlnes, arm<Lil severaJL ot1mers.v 

0' ': ,1 "':1 !1 
oomomnt:~:: cJ.?OIG fr.Lie ollcm p?etence; IEJ1l(Ql Jm(Q)i .... 

wlith,sta:12~::g t'0 .. ey 'f'5'erce iru lkITT.rDwiedlge off fuilis 
ilrllrer~st ~t Cocrru:!). ~Rt ifue fav(Q)imr Jhe (Q)btffinrrnedl 
was ft(O lbe pU11i wnfr.llil Jh.i~ fm11hier fo:rnto a be1t~eir 
prison1l tlliia1m tfu.e others: bu.n~ tt'ihe Con11nclill 
afterwarm1l.s setrnt them a Hberatioirll, upoirll comic, 

dition not to travel three milie~ from ttlm~nr 
<lwellings9 nor to keep meetings. Tlblenll" 
answer ,vas, '' that they accepted cf tlm<cnir 
liiberty·; hut as to going to meetings9 · they 
,vou]dl act as their consciences directed them/\) 
Whi]st lhe remained in prison this last time, 
(Oll.Dlcil~trstanding that the Archbishop of St. 
Andre,vs \Vas a great instrument of the 
Quakers persecution, he ,vrote to him the 
f ollo\ving Letter:-

l 
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. . . 

To JA~IES SHARPE, .Ai·clil·ishojJ of St . .Andrews, 

(so ca!ledo) 

. ' . . . ' . . ~ ~ 

,, My. befog ]H~ll'S01J]al1y im:insrruoww [0 tlhee., lh21fh 
himitillred me fro ghe wmj, ~© ~hrie p7essu.Iie · · COlf muiru!1lj) 

~rru-~uelliiY JI Jmc21ve 1foh_.'in}·_se]!r of~e~inmes dG?ei ~~ 1,7_unte 

~~ u.hee, beraQllse IT wa~ ]-0th to fa·oUoJe f:cze; 'b-2~ sL~:iilce 

. ffri<eire ns mmi. A~©lir,~ss .frrrn tenn[11edl- to. · iJ3 E]L'eDenn tecTI u:0 ~llne 

WU!lITll(l:Illi') ar,t _drn .ficsi _sn~~nrrog,. nor beha]f aJlK _ llDl~ ~mill my 
iiirnerm(ills'il. JI (COM~ill !rnO Boll1lgelf lf o!l'be~l!" @porrn fclmn$ ©CC~§fi((Dlfll 9 

~G: sfig1runlfy 1l1ll.\]i(Q) dnee %~nu11i lhattlh lli~errn ·unporm ray mmnrrrtdl 
f~r-some iume iowmu-[l[s Unce:o ihe·.A'rl1[1[wess Hse]f wn~R 

inform tllnresi m<1llw we have beert upwards of ~ ·yemrr 

:imprisol!lle~51 wl!lld ~Ilne goods of many poor pew?fre mnsell'­

abl}' spoiled ; of w_hicll tbou art said . ~o lbie u ~e dnn(ef 
a~~ princi_pal author; a.nd· that f~e ~u~ml2Jizuug ~@ r)]'"' 
se~_utc us, as well as the pro~cuH(Uni of it~ (d1(9t)ln flJ'(0) 0 

ceed from thy. influence, as being ~loirw ~Hl}ueu- c;1~ Qfrny 
'express desire, or by- some others, niro h~i)(OO tlherelliiy ~~ 
gntify thee: liow far thou art tndy gmilin~y frllileireof, 

thine own conscience can best tell. Smrdy sudQl prrt.10. 

tices (i~ thou has, either directly or indirectly, had a 
band in them) will neither commend thee _fo Godo~ 
good men. l presume thou looks upon it ·as thy chief 
honom', to be reputed a Chri,tian Bishop, deriving thy 
authgrity from Chrbt and his .-\postles: but the)" 
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ne~ergavewarrant for any saehdoings, being preachers 

and practisers of patience and suffering, but never of 

persecuting, or causing rob any of their goods or li­
berties, for their conscience iake. And long -after, 

even several centuries, the-Primitive Bishops·adhorred 

and detested s11ch proceedings. - Hence the excellent 

and zealous Athanasius, that '·it is the Devil's workl) 

and not God's, to force mens' consciences·; affirmfog; 
that the blasphemous Arians (who were the first bear. 
ing ~]}ne · 1111&~ of Christians that used that practice) 

ha-re-Ilooa-®~® so to· do, · nof of God, but the· Devit' and 
Jais 2imgcils.' Considerable are the testimonies, Tertul..; 
lian, Hesius, Hilarius,· J erom, Jnd· others, ba,e -gi,eli 

to the same truth; so t-hat Ambrose declares;, that 

~oing into France, ' he refused all communication 
with su·ch Bishops that had any fellowship with those 
that 1ought to destroy c,en Sifeh ai were departed from 
tltc faith.' I confess the Bloody Biihop of Rome gave 
large precedents of such actions ; but I suppose thou 
art not ambitious to be ranked among them,·or-to ·be 
au imitator of: them in that respect. How far ·thou art 
justifiable in thy concurring- with~ or advising the per­
secution of the Presbyterian Dissenters, is not my 
business to determine : but I am confident thoii art 

willing it should be judged,: that thy so doing against 

them, is not mecrly for their conscience; but. because 
.their principles do natnr~Jy, or necessarily_, imply an 

innovation in the State, and thy personal ruin; believ­

lng not only military resistance jnst to protect ttr,m·-
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selv.es aga~nst authority, b~t also an offensive eiwcavour. 

to t~1·n :~ut :~h:eir s"4pcriors,- ~n~establish themselves in 
their o~erthrow, both . lawful. and laudab\e, as their 

practjce. .hata suffic_ieni ly clemonstrated: but shouid 

~ou b~ found a pos\tivc persP.cutor of such against 

w.bom nothing of tiat .k~nd, neith~r from principle nor 
p~cuce·can be allegoo, Thxqt only the simple .e1tfr~isc of 

the~r: ~onsciences; wwhil a.et that giv-e p1enti1fa.nli oe(a­
~wim, lf eill" Sllllcclln a de5rrrre ~«D ]!G]li>U'<'BSennt tThiy otllnm · cn~tion! 
w.itm ~~ W~ll'S~ ai.spe<nt~ t~ SJ1C®q'5l ~Thiatc~(e(i frln®t11 ·IfD~1<a!m~S 

of ~llu(D §aall:e1s seiei.nd1y 9 y0t . ttlln(())m ~ll'i o ~rr~~(())tr '(!)f 
plllre t(P)IrllS<ene@ceti rsfu@cee ilhte~ S-lm(O)WS ~yseli[ smidm a;i~~rrnst 

th~se, -agail!lsi ~l\riQmm tf.Tui(e ir~rrrmncerr ire~oo§ do nn~t hold? 
~~d S_llllll'dy nt W([J)~naR seem that the more aur. peaceable 

pral!M~ajplie t~ke® plia1c~ &m@ng other. Dissenters,. thy in~ 
terest wnU oo due ffl(O)~ se®re, which i1 a coosideratiou 
11ot un"·.Qrthy of thy notice, as deserting thy fa,our .. 
•ble aspect towards us. !lerhaps the violen1;e .of se­
veral oft~~ flreacbcts, :t~ .sQJlle 1\lagistrates here, from 
whom our sufferings originally do flow, m~y at first 
'Yiew seem acceptabl~ to ti\~• as f"lthf ul friends as well 
to -the .,~blic as to thy inwrest ; and . PP cJoqbt they 
jll8ge witq them.selve&, ~IJ.t they ingratiate tl1emsche~ 

with- -thee, in so doing: set did thou know them .as 

w~ll as 6ome of us do, tllou might think it n~ grtat 

absurdity to conclude, as well from their practices as 
principles, that they would be no Jess ready to give 

thee this same treatment, had they but opportunity of 

doing it, aod rejoice more in it, as a great service -betl\ 
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to God and tho Kirk. of ScoUand: however, that-u· 
now out of their reach, they make w llna~ miee of Hne 

la," they can, both to ~)';!tecute th_eir m~Thnc~ 0111 ES9 alll\m 

1latter thee, at tJ!is junch111r·,. In shoit, -~J~ bl?e lI!!MlllJG 

thaa reason to believe~ ilrnat if thom oppo9'1S. thySlcaftf {t(O) 

this our Address, it will . not be granted~ anul iif dwu 

shew thyself moderate and flexible, it- will D(l)t ~ de.. 

eied, as. no mean porsoils~ have hinted to u: ~ :as~ ftlliit© 

one will be an evideIDts -of' 11.lln y· macle~tiou,.11:llne o~1ln®I? 

will be a testimony of thy Il.[])Cln[)ations to persecate. lr 
wish then, for thy smke as ,well ~ ours, that this oc­

currence Il'mther commend thee, than discommend thee: 

and th Gm mma;r. .mssure _ thyself, tlhimt the un~m~st Il'igour 
. .. : 

that can llile TuJs~d to us shall ne-weI!' Tuite allbllie fw make us 

depart firom flbi~1 liviog preci_ous h:ui~Tin, illilmi Go~ fi~ his 

mercy hath revealed unto us, ~trll«ll"TtDJ mis' us ~tmnfunraecd, 

nor yet fright us from the pubHc profr"essfolml ~f liij yea, 
though we should be pursued to death itself, which; 
by the grace of God, we hope chearfully to undergo 
for the satneJ· an4 we dent.t'utit; 'b,d- God 1¥.oald ·out 
of ·our a~hts nin~: witnessies :wh9- shouJ4 01,1•~~ tlJ-~e 
1ipl~c . .o.~ cruelty. :~f llWl, .. -'.A~d albeit ~b~~}~f~~~ 
should be ~osi inexorable and violent towa_r<l~. ~s2 ~hol\ 
~ayest_ a&snre thys~lf, not to receive any evil fro~ us 
therefor¢, lV~o, by the grace of ~od, have learned Hi 
suffer patientiy, and with eur Lord and Master Jesus 

. . 

Christ,. to :titay, for and lo-Ye our.enemi~: yet as thy.sg 
doing to Bn' jnnoceot and ino[ens-ive poopJe, would ~ 

an irreparab~~ loss to thy reputation; so to the· God Qf 
' . ~ . 



62 

Trath, whom we serve with our 91>irit!, in the Go~pel 

er ·his Son, and to whom vengeance belongs, we leave 

it,: who will certainly, in his own time and- way, re­

•eoge our quarrel; ·whose dreadful judgments should 

be mor!3 ,terrible to thee, and muck more justly to- be 

feared,: than: the violent assaults or secret assassinations 
or, thy other antagunhts. That thou. may preTeot 
both; the one -and the eU.er, lty a Christian · modera­

tion, suitable to the office thou Jays claim to, is the 

•sire-of, 

. . 

~, F~om tie fClkapet 1Pri.1u;11e 
.. . . . 

oj.Jbttrdec?Us _ {lee 2Co£h of 
~ . . , 

_the 

I heard of no effect this letter had, though 
vengeance came soon ·upo1-1 him, he being 
barl>arously· m~rdered' in about ·. t,vo years 
there~fter, -viz. upon the 3d of May, 1679, 
~sh~ -~as ·travelling home from Edinburgh 
in his co~ch. 1 t Qeing very re-markable., that 
some few days before the murder, Robert 
Barclay being upon journey to, the yearly· 
meeting at Edinburgh, in company ,vith his 
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wife's sister, and they being_ early on horse­
back, ;11 the . 1East Ferry, as they passed: by 
the Kirk, (which belonged tto the Archbishop) 
close by the endl (Of the to,vn, they :heard a 
most terrifying howling noise, which · l\72'8 

astonishing; · upon· which· d~€Y seiffit the- ser­
vant to look-· into it,: thr~migh fl.he wnndd'Y-7@1, 
-,vho could then· perceive · miotihnmig, ):r~· 2-Q> 

.sooner returned to th~m tharm fthe 1mconz3 bs/22:11 . 0 

again, -~nd continued till -they. irooe ofulrt of 
hearing. This account :·both~ he and -:his 
sister gave immediately- after;· ·and she," in 
my hearing, repeated the same, but a fe,v 
years ago, to a company visiting her at her 
o,vn. house . in Newcastle, . consisting ·-of 
Q~ak.~s and others. This l mention as 
matter of £1ct, ,vithout any other reflection. 

As I have already observed, · · that the 

Princess Elizabeth had a hand in procurin_g 
his father's liberty, I think it not ani~ss to_take 
notice of the great friendship she had for him 
and all the Quakers. He, ,vith \Villi,m 
Penn,having visited their friends in Ho1land, 
and some parts of Germany: came to Her-
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waerden, th<;! Princess'a 7 re~ide11CC§ ,vho re­
_ceiy~ them_ both ,viah mmudm:~oorri1ess;, 'tr!hich 
began -$ correspondence rt~t · .na§tedl fu the 
~nd .pf . their ~Y§.o . ~ .-VViHnam ]P,eI[]Jm

9

S 

J 9llr(l-al gi v~ zi, ir~r~naMRimr · i~~OMiIBft of . ~l 
.their ~m.tvells0 IT §fu)m:Jlli: -'~•i·-1 th~~- . But 
~fflOng the_ mm01ITiy .ll¢1ter?s, ·st.ill.· preserved. in 

J~e f~m~Iy~ 1h~t ~~~dl: hetween them~ I 
-~U or~Ry 1ii$R11~crilli)e. '@jffit or lwo of them, tD 

sbQW. th~ 9ispositir:,n of:that worthy.religious 
~WPq¼aA, \hey. being~all·wr,ote · atid subecriboo 
. wi_tlr h~r- Qwo ·hand. 

Fir.st utter from &1,Z4~TH, PrincbSS Pala­

tine ef ·the Rhine, to '-'l\t1'SERT" BAitCl,AY .. · 

. 
" I llaYc r-0cciYt!d yott£ Lc~~er, d{l~(J the,,4t~ of 

l_~nc, this-day, and Since J am pressed to take this op­
'por_tunity to make a certain .address unto y~ur brother, 
~el\jamin Firly, I must give you this -abru:pt. an~we~. 

Y eur memory is dear to me, so are you lines; · and 

~y,our .exhortations very nt.~ccs~ary. I confess myself 

-~' _ ipiritua~J, very poor· and nakt'd, and ;tll my 
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happiness is, that I do know that I am so, and tha..; 

whatsoever I have studied and learned heretofore, is 
but dust in comparison to the true knowledge of 

Christ. I confess also my infidelity t~ this light 
heretofore, by suffering myself to be conducted by 
false politic ·lights: now that I have sometimes a small 
glimpse of the true light, I do uot attend it as I 
shouhll'.ll being drawn away by the works of my calling, 
w hndn must be done; and ( as your swift English 

hounds) I often over-run my scent, being called back 
when it is too late. Let not this make you less earnest 

in prayers for me: yo11 see I need them. Your letters 

will ahriys be welcome to me; so will your friends, if 

any p]ease to visit me, I should admire God's provi .. 

dcnce. If my brother could be a mean of releasing 

your father and forty more in Scotland, having pro­
mised to do his best, I know he will perform it: be 
has been ever true to his word: and you shall find me, 

with tb.e grace .of our Lord, 

" A true Friend, 

" ELIZABETH. 

'' The Countess of llom sends you her h~arty 

-:;ommen.-Iations." 
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Prirece R~PER'ro 

., ~i- TI=· llii2:rt-e · orr~QG1m Qo yoirr s~me· ITillli:orrniuns ~go: ty 
~®&~- J@e1rreFey:J'.W~<rD )1Jl~S~<t1 ft'Ms wmy') ~ □t&- lhemirrng IT 

\JC:;) yom.1 slis1er:9 cc?~sfu?edl ~0 speat wn'lfm mrneo . Ir lkrrnew 

• /. p -·~-. ..::--~~<'- :-.,,.....,, T\':°"·.,. .. .._. 0 --i. ~ r- :· ,,. ,...,:: ,..,.- ~r-,.,...__ ,...,~::·/' .. ~--~8 -i.:0 ·v .. ·- -~---.:~ -~· .:.:JL·l-g~J~~~[--a1l'.2£i l.t~· I; .. :.?c:_l ~u--:l~:.uo~, U~:J!.lll~~!J.!Jg 

·u~e 20:::,i::-~c:::2,~·9 -I wns~~ec1 1w GDy I"Des~'~ "2b8 E:-Tig illlllng~fc 

h\n<e mmirn1 §@t®· 90llilj<:ec~6 ~ 2mHill ~nITD~e- IT 1ave lhearcll u.t'nmfc 
notwfR1Jngf~@g llius- NITajesey's m~s~ grat~Ull§ kHers nru. 
ms- m~;~~q . ti the· C@iu~drr di §oo~~arrnt&, rrac L1~s foee@-

1L. I', • • . , o ",. r , r,: J: r, n· • ,,. • " . n ~ ~ e llJP''l ~p•u<rJ \Pl?USJO'w wlluJ \C:IDe· rc--s~ (6)~ !JUU8 uTI"UCliilQlS, 2'\"J[li 1Cl[Uey 

tbite~1<a~u Qe harilg Hue:JjjiT, t01cG1s-{; ~_illJ(l]§e ~tiry en]] pueQrhetrs 

amonrng ihem~ imrrnuess ~wey 9-WPSeJJ'UlOJG ~~enl? @w[n b2imuslru .. 
ment; and thii uporm m fa.w maiae 2garrirnsi oUierr sec1s, 

that appeared armeill lfoJ? the imatncrn~dlIBancc of thei~ 

her~~y,. wh~~h goes_ oHrecHy agmnrus1 Hne iprnl1'Udples of 
thbse,vhich arc ready to suffer ~u dn~t can be nnilicted, 
and still loH~ and pr~y for tlhienrr e1rncmnes. 

• I •1 • 

' ' Therefoll"e, tdleaif IBrot~cif, fiif yo1ill ca1Ill do a1111y thni[]lg 
to prevent their dlestrudiol[]:, TI d!oulbt not lb1l.Ilfc yout wnH 
do an action, acceptab]e to God Almighty, autl con­

ducive to the serrice of your Ro val l\Iastcr : for th6! . ~ 
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Presbyterians are their main enemies, to whom they 
are an· ·eye-sort-,· ·as ·being witnesses against a!li their 
violent wa113; I ·care: not though his Majesty see my 
Jetter:.· it is written ·out ·of no less an humble· aiffeclnomi. 

-for him, :than most· sensible compassion of·the mrrn~cell1lfc 

sufferreli'~ You :will act herein according ·to your ~wn 

4.iscre&llll, and I beseech· you still consider me as, 

,c: '.A Monr. Monr. le ~riiice 

Rui,ert a tok/Jres'.>' 

:" · ELIZA:BETH.'' 

l!rom RolEJlT ···BAllCLAY ·to JPrin@efls 

$irouAWE 'EH o 

1f/Jcg@IJ;;mf1ds~ 'J'a@(ff'/J' ·&©;R/dJOfft. 

! ~ 'J ~-ex,» Mo/;7 o 

' ' By my ]eUer of tlli.e liast of ilie momtTui · pas it~ I 
understand (O)lf Hie urdemrills UJ>CTIITllg wrrtlm Once~ ~lilld °\;,-W-a,s 

refrcshedl ·by t]ne c1cc«:»tt11lillfc tlrney gave me of tlrny 1kli1md 

and C1hiril.stfa1m eratertdr:m"!.e:rut of d11em, {they lli.ai,vitinlg 
ovedak<eIJJ1 me bu Jhlo~fa .. rncl. J) Goal ,:vnH not !be 21,., wa1mt­

i~g to rewarrtl uhy 1ove, a,s ;-;el! as to frncrease the same. 
Finding no re~dy passage straight to Scotlauu.11, It came 



68 

ever here: and albeit I had no great expectation of 

success, I resolved once more to try thy cousin the 
Duke of York. So I told him, that _ I understand 

from Sc(?tland, that, notwithstanding Lauderdale was 

there, and_ had promised, ere he w:ent, to. do some­

thing, yet ou1· friends bon4s wei:e rather iJ1creas~d; 

and that now there was only one tbing to be done, 

which I desired of him, and that was, to write eff ec­

tuaIJ y to the Dllllke of Lauderdale, in that stile wherein 

Lauderdale mnght understand, that he was serious in 

the busnl!lles·s, al!1ld did really intend the thing he did 

write colillcerll]ling should take effect; which I knew 

he might do, auull I supposecl the other might answer, 

which if he wouid do, I must acknowlege as a great 

kindness; but if he did write, and not in that manner, 

so that the other might not suppose him to be serious, 

I would rather he would excuse himself the trouble ; 

desiring withal to excuse my J>lain manner of dealing, 

as being different from the Court way of soliciting: 

all which he seemed to take in good part, and said he 

would so 'write, as I desired, for my father and me, but 
not for the general; so he hath giYcn me a letter : 

,vhether it may prove effectual or not, I cannot deter­

mine, bu_t of this thou may bear hereafter. I am now 

eutcrctl into my journey, and intend to pa"s by the 

way of Ragly. \Vhat thou writes of the Coun,;;ellor 

of the Elector, and the other Preachers, is \·ery accep­

table to me to hear, whose joy it is, to understand that 

the cy('s of any are opened to sec the truth as it is in 
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this day revealed; as it should be much more, to hear 

that any came _into that unive~al obedience ,rhich the 
life and power thereof leads to: which life and power, 

. . . . 

as it is felt in the· inward· part, is more than all the 

words can be spoken ; of whith I know thou hast, at 

i;ome times, not .been insensible; and therefore my 

soul's desire for thee is, that thou may more and more 

come out of all that which cum bcrs, to feel this virtue 

of tru~h to operate in an4 r~cd.cem ~hy-.soul fro~ al_l,_t~ 
·tlifficulti~s th.at do or 1na y · attend t~ce, which' in the 

natlit'e of it, ,t .is ·powerfulto-tlo, albeit thy tempta .. 

tions were both greater and more numerous than they 

are, -if received by thee in the love of it, ·<\tid with a 

heart fully resigned to obey it, in all its TC~JlJ:i rings, 

withOllt consulting with fle~h and blood, .or· turning 

by the plain and ~implc kad~ngs thereof by wise and 

fleshly reasonings, whicl1 ,,,in never admit of the go­

Tcrnmcnt and rufo of the cu-oss of Cllurlis1; as thou ,•i.rdl 

knows and will not refuse io ack1IllowTieolge, aimc1J ther?·• 

fore are the more concermie[] io iwaiclb. · a).gai,unst lit nmi Ony 

own particular, as 1 hope in meJsuire- ffrnou {l[~css, ~m1d 
·my heart's desire is. 

'' 'I1hou may make mention of my dear and tendct\ 
lore to Anna, who::;~ servant, as a1~o the Frcnclt 

wo:nan, I forget not.. To Anna I thought to have 

written apart, but must now lea,·e it until another 

opportnnity. J f thon seest meet to i3alute that 



·Coungellort"Of· tbe Elecior in my name, thou may do it. 
I sh~l:atld no mor.e at present, but(that I am, 

"- Tny r.cal and unfeigned Friend, 

'' -R. ·BARCLAY." 

·The Eig'hth Letter/ro1n Princess ELIZABETH 

to RoEERT BARCLAY. 

,, DE"-AR FRIEND, Rudden, Nor. 25, 1677. 

" I have now a true acc~\\.llirtt touching Colonel 

1\-lollison's children: he ]eft two soirns, of which the 
youngest died .a few days autell" lliim, of the same 
.disease. I am also nnf oirmetdl that tlmc said Colonel 
made hns wnliij, ~f(U)ire llw werrni t«ll tile a1rmy; and that 

Coloncn TulieTI-~uli5i c;, §c(GtSm8ml9 t1'm~t U§ (G(O)vernor of Zell, 
in Lunetm~uirglln~ lJn~tlm m ~QrrtuGQlilimr JklDl(O)W}edge of it, to 

whom y~11u· ifmtl'meu=IllDJ ... fa.w maiy atdldl!ress himself. I hope 
that you arc stili in freedom, and that the Duke of 

,~ or k's interest hath been effectual for you and your 
father. I also recommenc.l to your prayers 

'~ Your loving Friend, 

'' ELIZABETH., 7 
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There are manymore of the- said Princess\;. 
letters, ,vith copies of his ans\vers, preserved 
in · the family, to ,vh-ich I refer the curious, 

and shall proc~ed ,v~th· observing, that so 
keen were they for persecution, that upon 
the gth of Nov~mber,. 1679, he with several 
of his frieuids were takep out of -a Meeting 
at Aberdeen, and detained only about three 
hours, the Magistrates both considering and 

fearing his interest at Court, from \vhich he 
procured effectual orders, that they should 

not be troubled .. any more. '\Vhich accord­
ingly happened. 

Whilst they \vere in _prison they received 
syn1pathisjJ1g letters from several of their 
friends in England, as George Fox, \Villiam 
Penn, Isaac Pennington, &c. still extant; 
and now being at full liberty, he employed 
himself much in assisting his poor friends, 
for ,vhon1 he contributed liberally, as he had 

done for purchasing a Meeting-house, at 

Aberdeen, about the year 1672, it being 

mostly bought by his 1noney, and some by 
his means obtained from the Lady Conna­

,vay, one of t~e same persua5ion in England, 



12 

as thc.Meeting--Recor<ls testify, as dath his 
O\VIl diary, or pocket~book, all ,vrote ,vith his 
o,vn hand and prese-rved in the family; 
,vherein he gives a very exact and particular 
account of many- transactions o(his life until 
some \Yecks of his~ death, which hath been 
much assistance to me. in ,vriting this ac­
count. 

About the year 1679, he got a Charter, 
under the great seal, from King Charles II. 
erecting his lands of Urie into a free barony, 
with a civil and criminal jurisdiction to him 
:uid his heirs for ever; which Charter \\·as 
afterwards ratified by · Act of Parliament, by 
King James Vll. of Scotland, and ll. of 
England, and that, as the Charter in the 
family's custody expresses it, "for the many 

faithful services done by Colonel David 
Barclay and his son, the said Robert Barclay, 
to the King and his most royal progenitors 
in times past.'' 

. . 

This year he travelled to London, and 
from thence to Holland, upon· account of 

visiting his friends, ,rhere fron1 l~otterdam 
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he \Vrote to the Princess Elizabeth ex~us~ng 
himself for not seei~g_ her at that · tiine.~· 
After his return home, it appears that some 
Ia,v plea, _or private concerns, carried him_ to 
Edinburgh, A.D. 16so, as I find by a letter 
to- him, by the-then.Duke of York, ·after­
,vards King James, ,vrote by his owri hand; 
and t,vo letters from the Earl of Perth, the . . 

originals being still in the family's custody, 
. . 

and are as follows:-

From the Duk~ of YORK to Ro BERT BARCLA y' 
of Urie. 

" Windsor, June ~7, 1680 •. 

" l ~nd you here inciosed a letter to the Lord 

Ad,·ocate, as you desired. I chose to write t? him' 

because I had spoke to him of it, when i~ Scotland. 

You see I do my part, and I make no doubt but he 

will <l9 his, and then you will have no further trouble 

io that a.if air. . 

" J Alf ES." 

" Directed for .l'.fr. Barcla9." 

L 
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From ihe Ear_l ef PERT~ to· RoBEnT BARCLAY, 

of Urie. 

Edinburgh, Oct. 12.2 16S0~ 

.. ,, I-h~d·o.De indeed from yQu: two weeks ago, but 

~l4 ~~ Httle lcisu1;~. sine~ t~a:t l ve~(u.red ~pon y~µr 
. . ' . , .. ... ,.. - . 

goodness, and tQok some moments to myself, which 
sh~~ld ~~ve. be_e-~ . fours, 'could I have_ ";rote· _·as· 
easiiy, as my· heart was full of the sense of your 
kindness. 

" This goes by Mr. Falconer, an occasion I would 
not let go without telling you, that your friend here 
is still Jl!in~ful of yon and your ~oncerns, nor wants . . .. . . . 

he any solicitations to do yo_u all the kindness I could 
promt him to, for he was·as -zealous that way as I can 
be, but no occasion has offered since, and Sir \Villiam 
Pu"is is ~onsidered as interested in all his proposals : 

but of this ll:'orc afterwards. I shall this evening ~peak 
to the Duke,. of that affair of Cal~er's, and iC I cannot 
get a distin_ct a~swer now . by the Aberdeen post, you 
shall have it shortly. Viscount of Arbuthnot shaH not 
be forgot, but you will believe I ha,·e some reason to 

delay it, when I tell you I have, though I dare not let 

you know what it is at present: he's well in the 
Duke's esteem_, so the thing will be easy. I am glad 

to hear from Jou, and should be much more so to do 

you any service: I hope you believe better things of 
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me, than that I would be much disappointed with {he 
instabilitv of aira fuumalill cornHtlio1lll. TI. do 111lOt look 

" 
upon army tt.nn[]g here as s~ fixed 2,s worthy of t~o much 
c'o·ocer1D1, or capable to bca.r 1&1rerrghto JI Yd.U resolve to 

be wha1.i God pk2ses; a plowmmITTl Oil" tmnirtnerr·ll or wha~ 

~lse may ~e most forr L-nlis ID.Olill01lllll". IT krrnow tftn1s RS mmidm 
too _io.ng a lieUe!I': 1r!!Drgnve -~e:, g!illrl\. ToleHeve yoQJl lma'ii'e not 
~ 'raithfuUerr 1f irlieIDlm frhallil ' . : ' . 

" Your affectionate Servant, . . . . . . 

' ' Tu;clve at Night." " PERTH. 

" P. S.-The Duke speaks wonderfnlly kind of you.'' 

From the Earl ef PsRTH to RoBERT l3AaCLAY, 
.. ' : . . . 

_pf Urie, 

Edinburgh, Nov. 7, 1680 • 

. '·" l,ast night I had )'Ou.rs of the 17th of last month. 
_It was sa sl~w of coming t~_ me, becarts~ .I was catle_d 

out of town to ?CC_ my wife. I am glad-we .. shall so 
\. • _j • • ; ·' ~ ~ • . - • ' • . • ., • 

iOon see you. I wi:;h you a good journey to us. _I 
·g-ivc yo1:1 ·my hearty thanks for your good advi~e,_ fo 
·every p~rt of which l do entirely agree; ari·d r ho1fo 
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my carriage shall be an argument I do so, whatcrer 

happen. 

" I am glatl you \\·ill come s~· full_y prcpared:.t</a_~­
.lise. tho. Duke in that matter, you ii journey. N ort~ 
scems .. to lhiav~ som~ re.Iainorrll io, ~lill<l drnt_ ·you. ar~ of 

my minnd! as ·10 trust the rcgist~ir with ito TI could tell 
ym.n 1TI1ewi·9 nf e'v'cn-y bedly ~~s-~ 'aia [[]ot: but 1I ·.¥n~w 

. . . . . . .. ' ' ' 
fOllll 'w·nrn have ~u lhierm from otficir frie1rfrlls. . 1{ Ollll sec I 

am so vorrlll of ceremo[]y, Jhmt yollll coulci not wish. me 

mo!l'e s01 / · <e~jp(!!Ct i1hiel!1l_. ·iino nniQ>ire formal concluding of 

letters from 

" Your affectionate Servant and Cousin, 

" PERTH." 

-·· ru· i 6s·2, -he we·~t' ! t'o Edinburgh, -to·. re• 

ceive some money·due to~his father upon the 

estate of Seaforth;. which being effected, he 
went to London, ,vhere, in the month of 
September, the Earls of Perth and Melfort, 
with the-other proprietors, elected•- him Go­
vernor of East Jersey, and to induce bjm to 
accept thereof, ·they gifted him a_ pr-opriety, 
,vith five thousanq acres ,m9re, for him . .to 



besto\v _ as he should thi_nk pt, the g.ov~!n-
~ • • ' • • • I' •.J . . . • • 1l. 

ment being confirm_ed Jp_ ~-i~, durjngJife., 
. • - • ! .., ,. • • • Ill • 

by .K_ing ~h?1r]es X,K o - ... lh~, ~~ount_, o( this, 
• ) • . . . 1..:. . . 'I.,:. . . ... . .. -~ -

,vith the ~ther. ttrailll§q~,tio,lrll~,r~OJDl~fl(lffililr},Z:.lp~t 
• - - . . . • . . .0. ... . - . . • -~ • 

Provincei -l9.e1ITT;?- nm 21 book of record~~ ~-im,. :th~ 
. . . · _: ·. 0: ; · .... . .. ! t : • · • . ; _,, ~ • ~ ~ ~ _): · ~ 

famnRj( S CU1§t~_dly; his CO~mpln§SMID ltXe8~}:ng:; 
.. • • . . ' . . .. . .J • ... ~... ._, •. 

thpt -_ qG' su.ch R~ his_ KJrD~Wim, :Jfi~~linty _2ID1dl cpr9~~ 
• • ,I ' • - • • J • • • • li ....J • _, \..1 .. .. -- . • ., •. ~ ,. 

~ity~ tt~~t ~1e: ha§ th~ g9.~rr~~ent dl~riirng .Tiife cr 
b~t. fdmaf ~0. other 'G~V{en:'1h1Qr ~:_@ft~r ~nmrj~ ' ~~r1.21_i 
. . , ,,, . , . , . . : . r . . ' , .-

h 2 ve; Rt Rong~IT' lC~~-mi- .fofJrniree year~/; .... ~i 
iik€~i~~,- ~.~~I ~-~e; rr?o~~r·_ -~~ ~~P.JP9i~tnrrng~~- !JPi;· 

.. . • .. . • J •. · _..._ - .' . .' ... • • -· . - ~ .. - • . • J.. ' • ,. .. . -

p~ty-0-oy~rnowj with ~ ~~l~wy pf ~~{,.;_ st.x~-~; 
• ~ • ~ ... I ) • .. J • "... • • _. • • ~ • • .. •• j . ... I. ~ ... 

ipg a=y~~ro - Ac~~rdl~g~y pie_ c~n~ti~ui~c.l 
. . -·--~ • '· .. ;·:• .... / .. .,/... . . .,J ....... , •Jl,. 

Gaw~µ .. ia_urie, a~ Me~~h~p~ in i~in~Q~~ _ _. fuli-
. · . ··~ ~-- .. ,, ... ·. ~ .. ;.J .,,.·~. ; '..,1.,.4 --~:1 ..... 

~eI?~ty: 9~y$rmo_r.: ... ::·Aft~i:-: ~vh~ch .. h~ <r?~~tr 
. • • • ' ~ I ~ • •' f • • • • • :. • •.' .&.. _\ • • ~ - ,,_. ., _,, ~ • ..._ -· 

~oip~ ;i. ,b:~~-: ~fte_~ a ~~~r~ ;s~y -.. ~yen~ J~)~~i~1 
burgh, Jo assist hi§ frie~~ 51 th.e Lajrd <C?!. R)"win~. 

. ' ; • : - . . - , . . . , ' • •• l , • - . • •- . . , •-

t-911, _ one of ~s. own pers~~.~ipn, w,hoj_ bavi~g 
-·· ,J .. •· ,._ •••.• .1- •.• ,4__, .•• · ••• ·- ·-

~en f ~rl!rl~rrli y. one _ of ihe .~.o.rds . C?f: §es~~-9~h 
- . • ~ ~ • • .• .. • • • . • • . • • .• ,i I ; •> -

was, up911 the Restor~ion~ turnec\ out ~f hi~ 
esta_te. by r (orfeitry; ~a ,vho~: _he w.a~_· veri 
. . ...... ~,) - .;.: , .~ ~ ... :::.- r.. - -• ·_; 

-~~nd~ poth py ihis inter~st a~~! p~rse, of w:h~ch 
there _' are . s~ve~al _ ~1th.~nt{c· .. ·_ proofs· in_· 1J1°i 

. . . . . , .. " l .. • 

fami'ly~ - Afte:·· fin'ishing ,vh~t ·he ~vent abou~~ 
• \..·',_. " .. .I • 

_he_ re_turned home. 



)\:pril so, l6~3; b·~ took journey ,vit't-IL :lii's 
fin~~r; ·,vife, a11:d so,~; t6 Edh-ihur.gh; the_ old 
ma# retuining hofue~ after" a shori whilie ~ bu:fc 
h¢\vit-µ the ·otlliiejs \Tffllt_ forvvaror ·f9 JLOIQlOlO[]~ 

(b~i_rig to' seftt~e hts~···soim· at a boatr1rrrig~sthool 
a'~: Th~obaJas~ :~s>aiiready ·o~s?ivedl) \1?1heire 

. . r . • - , . .,.. • . ,-. '. • . ' • .. • 

fi~~i)ng~pmssed mosft .'of, th~ ·summei, visiti101g 
iiJs 'trientjls, he· fc~6k j.bbrney homevvirdls, wikh 
Jit~:'wnfrb·,'. ·1rner · brotct¾JP>Grrllier[ · JMioTIHsoITT~ 

7 

in]<m 
futlmate · f 6en-&·. · Aato't)l S~bne~atils; who llia<ill 

{ • • .. .. . - . . . . ~ ,, - , . ,,. ., <''·' . • . oeen: 'an· em~nent Mejrchmrtf 'irrn Ho~imimdl, but 
nt>Yi · settteil fn ··-scoi1ahdl,. amid OlDl~ of the 
~f opri~tors. of East . jersey. They., fuadl the 
m1~fortune llp.Qn 'theh· .. 'journey, in' ~tonegatJ 
H~fi, b~tweeri liuntingdo:n and 'Stilton~ to 
bg~~tf~cie<lt by }ijgb,vaymen. Ob;e_ of them 
pfJ~~~itnng~ 2l pist~l -~?- nim~ he'. took :~im _ ~y 
tne .· armS). very/ c~Jmiy asking him;· ·hpw h~ 
~i"Qe t~ be so·· ruc1le~ · _tor h~- ·ttn·e,v:·his~ Dusi~ 

, 1 - . . ' . . .. ' # • ► . . . • . . ' ~ (' - .• ness ·:· the fe~lo\v; tre.inbling . drop( the- pistol 
ouf _o( hi~~:hari<;l ~u-pon the· ground,- in greait 
suipr1s~;: _ ancf :&~t .: 11ot·: so· mtich~:as sea.rch or 

dein~tid any thing frbin' him: b:ut bi's brother~ 
in-la,v \Vas riffled and rudely ·used, ana. poor 
Sonemans, it ,vas thought" more by accident 
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' 
than design, ,vas shot in the thigh, ,vho 
being ,vith some difficuhy 1brought to Stihon, 
died in a f e,v days of the ·woundL li had the 
above ac_count from his ,vidow·, ,vho vJas pre= 

. ~ 

sent. S~e al~.o told me, ~hafc she observed 
her husba,~d that morning more pensi're than 
usua]; ~ndl_ that he tolid her, it ,was his opi= 
nion, that so1ne BKH.!lsua~ triali or e~ercise ,vas 
to. befaJ them that day; but ,vhen fthe affair 

~appened, be. enjoyed a remmrkabie sereID.nty. 

After having seen §onemalllls decently buried!, 

he returned h9me~ ,vhere he arrivedl the . . 

~fth of Septe_mber9 after (as he caUs it in 
h~s pocket ... ~ook) ~ ]ong and tedious journey. 

In ,vinter be ,vent to Edinburgh., about 
private affairs, ,vhere having received an old 
debt, due to his father by the Earl of Mar, 
the half of ,vhich he generously gave to 
George Keith, then a preacher among the 
Quakers, but ,vho after,vards apostatised 
from them. About this time he much e1n­
ployed himself, and ,vas at much pains, in 

shipping servants and provisions at Aber­

qeen, for East Jersey; about ,vhich I find 
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hi'1i1 more assiduous than 1nost 6f his. 
eoncerns·o 

In the beginning of I 685,- -he -went to 
Edinburgh 9 in ordler'ft9 attend ·his sister, Jean 
Barclay; on her · ~arirnage. with · S;ir E\ven 
Cameron of Lo.cheilj ~- affcer ~,vhicJrnj- ·accom­
panied by his cousin, 'JolhlDl Bairc]ay of John­
ston9 amidl Drummond -oif IBoh2J.dly, lliie ,vent 
to York, and from themice by pos~ to JLon.;.· 
don, . where he employed himself in doing 
many acts- of friendship, both to his ifrieir.n&s 
and others ; his interest being very · comisi~ 
derable at Court, having frequent accfss to 
the King, ,vho honoured him with great 
friendship. Designing home, he came the 
length· of Edinburgh, but was hastily called 
back about several affairs of moment~ yet 
at last getting a\vay, he returned to Urie, 
the thirteenth of February, 1685-6, ,vhere 
he received the unwelcome news of his 
youngest brother David's death, in his voyage 
t-o East Jersey,. ,vhere he intended to have 
settled. He ,vas a young man of great 
hopes, upon which account his death ,vas 



much lamented by his eldest brother and all 

his r~l!_ti?~s-> b!-]t .. eSJ?fCi_ally -~Y his aged fath~r. 
His~ otfie~r 'or·othe1\·-Jolin ··narclay, set'tled 'in 

East Jersey, where he died only in the year 
17-~·1; :1eavi11g; a'S· l-am.--informed, two sonsi. · · 

l.!P.~t\,;~1~ :12~l~t?(: Qctqber ;~:<~s6,~.~~ qi~ 
fathetl,.: C~loael- Da~id -~relay.,: aB: ,qath ·,.be~ 
already observedl-i;•Jah®lii·ftrrv· Decembel':&Jl.k,~: 
i~g, died. his sister Lucy_, at .her ntMJ~(ls lt_ouse 

a(: 'SI.unY~ ''i?. t~ri ''$hf~< of 1\~i rd~~tn;; '~here 
8!At ~¥ ~Hr~e~ ._ ~~~r f 3_. y~a~~•~--. r~~~ ~p~il, 
foUQwing ... J.Q81,H-:00 ::~~Qt·: to,.E,d_mburgh.,ja. 
compiaiJy:;,vith 1 -tb~Vi&count .of .✓ Arbmbnot, 
anditrts·+ady,,;daughter to·the··Earfof Suthet­
fancl• .. : and· so:.bis: secQi]i,a. co~sm'f ·antl:. with 

, ., , , . · • · · .. • , . . . · · 1 · . ·, . . · · , • • , them, from ·:~henc~ . to·. )LoltJJ.diP:no :-. ·.this-· j9µf~. 
" ,;, i ~ • o -, "~ - , 1 • f 1 J ,t> , • · , I 1 .. ~ ' ~,. I , . l • , 

ney h~ J.lncl~too~. ~ie4!J J_p 4\JlS~er, ~~,~a~~t: 
desireofhis frie11d~G~orge Fox,:anqr,hjs other 
friends, to U5e h-i~r-intettest ,vith the King: in 
their behalf, for ,~hichct~1ey had pressingly. 
soJi~it~q.: ~~ii~~' /9f -.~~'.we :~3'n.ths, · qS:'JmaY'.;be' 
~ee» PJ ~he fo,llo~viµg~ ~~tters.~ 

M 
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'~ Ro_bert Barclay, with my Io!e to thee, and_ thy 
' ' ' ~ •• . / # : • , . , ,. ' 

1rife and father, and tfa1e -ircS!t 01? iffrii~ iTrielDlrlls, i@ -~-e ltoly 

lee(f. of, life, that reigEJs O~Ir alll, . ~~ ~Mm ye 1l:n~.W~ lite 

and 5'-J,4tip11; and penc~ ~ii~ G~mJo: 

, " N ~wr. ,the . ~CC~SilO![fl . o_f. ~y. Wlilitntrng to thee a.t :tiiis 
time Js, .that Crlieil-ds ~~re. w~rf se1rnsible· of· the· great" 

' • .. , • • ' , " ; ~ • '.._ • ♦ • ' • ..,,.i...' • ' 

service thou had 0 concetll1lm·g t1li 1!f'1lllelln, \tith tlh! 'Kmg 
- - - . 7 ' • ' ' 

and all_ the- -Court, and·· tb'i.t tiou·had tbek,ea,.-tnore 

than :any (riand when Jlere., Iand. freedom 1aud: ~.liberty 
• .i 

Q~ f ~•~d.s ~d tr~~h's beh~lf. : 1~ud uo.w" 4~~ ~~f~, 
we u_nderst~nqing ,ha~_ t~~. pc~;ision ~f, ~hy

1 
s.~4de~, _re~ 

. , • • • • •·•· - · • • ,,: ~-1.ts ..• ·;. 

turn, conce1nmntl1lg th_~ ~condition tl~r, wife was ~~' _li~ing 
tio,v over by' her ·being· dciivcrcd; I desire· (thbe', and 

. . ~ -

it is desuU'eifil ·:e,t: several · 0th.er· friends, t'hat :whilst ,Jhc 
door is epeni and the way so .plaih, that thou _ wouldest 

be pleas~ to __ co~e to London with speed, pr ~s. soon 

as may be; for thert! is a. great sen·icc in it,_ thou 
-· , 

having such free ac(?eSs: and when thou art . here, . . . ~ 

friends may fot thee know their_ mind further. A·nd 
so, dear Robert, there is' a great service· in thy com. 

ing, upon several accounts, more than I shall mention 

t.t this time: and so I hope the Lord will incline thiae 
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-heart Je woiglt and ;consider thy servic~; in _it, a~d so 

once ntort:, with my. love,&c. 

"GEORGE··Fox.,~ 

From'JoHN"OSGOOD and FRANCIS' CrirFIELD . . .. 

-to ROBERT BARCLAY, 

, -''. The within ·desire or· George Fox,~ is ·;also the 

de!ir~ of l!S; i1n1«tl, ·-' we" th~k-, ,..of alVtbe-frieiids hen: 
we :therefore hope .thou•.w.ill· do the· needful thereiP..­
,~~ ar~;~ 

) '' JOHN OSGOO,D.0 

. '!:ERANClS: CAM.FIELD.; 
, . 

. . 

As, hi$ often·:travelling.from· home. w~ 
more in behalf of otbers~than hi.wself, so it 
appeared at this·:tiroe :_ for at the.eatpe~ en~ 
treaties of his friends. in Sc_otland, part-icul~tly 
from the General Meeting at Aberdeen, 



1631, he,d~,~ up ·and pr-e;ented to-the -King 
their sincere ackno\vlegeih:ests . arid-· tlfanks· 
for b~ : Pro~lam~tion and Liberty of Con-

. - . . . ~ :. / " . 

science. Having finished his business at 

that time at London, he took journey home-

Wc!~4-~~ !~~?-~~!. l~f<_, -~! --~~~~~'~fY o~ _C_~e~~ 
ter; ,vllere the 'King theri- was;· upon· a pro~ 

, - r ...-

gress, ,vhe_re.--He.ind William PeBn had a 

large me~ting in the 1"ennis-court. Com­
ing· home~ by the way of Lancai'hire~·he:came 

t<;>. ~warthmo~, _fo.rmerlr ib.e hquse of Judge 
. , ' . . . .. . . . . . . . . 

Fell, to :~e.·-G~org~,~ -F~~ .. ~wi,:Jho then: lived-
there;,and :so.on to\Edinburgh·-~ £tenfthence 
he went to see the Earl of Perth, at Drum­
mond Castle, and: .. so :home,.to Urie, ,vhere 

~ • • .1 4 ' • • • :. J. 

he staid a very short ,vhife, being called to 
Edinburg11· 'upon ·.-sotne · emergency, from 
,vhich . lie /qtiick.Jy· .. retumed home, and in 

March, 16ss, taking his eldest son along 

\vith him, he took journey to London~ being 
accompaillied~by l1is-htoth'011~ir1.;latv~ Sir .Ewen 
dameroo,-:and h'iS: 1eidt!st.:son, ·by. 'the-iray-0f 
PePt:h, 'Dumblane; an'1·::Siirling,., ·as fnr as 
Editi.b1:irgh; and: .ar-ti~etf at-London April 1 ·a:: 
the g·reat" motive of -his g.oing· at that time; 
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being to.~ assist in cofupo~ing a. difference· 
betweeri, '.tht:? Duke ofGordori and Sir E'.i;en,· 

which. by: the· Ki~g's •interposition was got 
done.· .. He·,sm.yed the who.le_·suinmer, visit_ing: 
and serving his friends to the. utmost. ·of 

his power. In October he sent home his 

his. ,mn~_ with J.ohn~.1aft-envards_ Sir - John, 
S\vintob.; 

. :At:_ tbisr·_time, __ :be·-. tbok his -·last ·lea,~e of· 
'.> 

the,;;King;~nftr~ wh~e ~j!_pparent -•misfo~Junes 
he-: !'~M.°r. :)ft).uch i :c<Jn~ned t; : having_· :had;· . as 

( .... • .. ,# • 

his_-~itlo.w~tn~tll!.ed _.·rne~ severi!l. serious· d1~R 
cour,ses;wlthJ1ipl: up~n.-t.he· then posture· of 
aif~t~, ~"r~~tlin.g the __ ·ditferences_ Jike to . . ... ... 

ari~~.r: ,3lld "!~ti-~s. · a.gr~able_· resol.ution.s 
~ ' ~ .. 

we~ :tak~n j i\>~i Q~e w.~y • or other prevented 
(rom being ~J:!~it~g. 

_ At -theii:-last parting; standing .alone with 
the J~:ing in .a: \'ViPd◊Yf, :who looking. o_ut, said,: 
" Th~- iv,jQd,was ·no~~ fair :for· the Prince ·of. 
Orange -his coming over:" upon which Ro­

bert Barclay took occasion to say, " It ,vas 

hard that no expedient could be found out 



to satisfy the people.;~' to ,vhich ·, the Kitig: 
replied, that " he· would do ~any thing be­
coming a gentleman, :except to~art with:·li­
berty of conscience, which. he_ never would;, 
\vhile he lived." 

l1nmediately after. that, h·e took journey 
homeward ,vith James, after-~vards Sir-James, 
Stewart, and Lord Advocate for Scotland, 
one for ,vhom· he had' done singulati kind­
nesses, which he indeed ever a~knewledged.~ 
They came post to Edinburgh, where part-· 
ing, he came: home to •Urie· in: December.r 
This was his last journey: for· after · this he 
liv-ed , retired near two years at hotlle, enjoy• 
ing himself in· :visiting, and being visited by: 
his: friends · and neighbours, until· about ~the~ 
end of September, 1690, when in return 
from a meeting at Aberdeen he immediately 
sickened; James Dickinson, of Cumberland, 
at the time visiting friends in· this country, 
and· being with hint: . he often expressed his 
love for all his friends in England; particu­
larly George. Fox, ,vith whom he had great 
intimacy, as -the many letters from George 
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Fox to him, preserved _in the family, do: tes­
tify •. ·· His -~~ickness,. ·though short; was rY~ry 

severe,< being a-. violent fever; .whereof·. he 
died·tbe 3d, of October; -16go, to the :ir.re-­
parable loss- .of his family, being, as William 
Penn·caUs him, that worthy young-:.man of 
God;· nbt· ✓-fully out forty-t\Vo: year.s·, of age, 
aboutthirty-Jour years short t>f hiscfither's; 
and· \vas ·fui1Ltiied ill1l his f~th'6r's: burial 1 place, 
upon -illileL~xth of tlliie< ~me. ,moonth,, !being 
attended~_·to-· his gr&ve: wy' $®Veral':Qf'. the. 

nobility,~ and pumber.s: :of ·the · .g~ntry, : and­
greatly lamented_ by alkwho :kJiew·.birn-~--

. . 

: · .:For brevity's sake V shall refer his charac­
~r~ not -only- to :the : -testi'IJM#lies · 0£ George 
Fox, W-1lfitttri,;J:l$lfl)':and~~~th$'S:, printed:·t,y 
urder'·of-•his•• friends ·t~::Quakers,~ :at:'the 
begiBUing ·:of~ his works; -· both in. -f61io, ;and 
also in a sec_ond :im ptessit>n :in- -three volumes 
in octavo, but also to the learned among 
such: a$~s.differed from him- iri .soine· things, 
in· tnetf:isentitnents of religion. . 

The learned· Norris, a Clergyman of:tb~ 
Church of England, ~says, .'- that the• ieneral 



exultati.on :and triumph that, i~ J!1U\¢11g th~ 
QMkers- at.the publiGation of>Mr~Birclay~s 
w_Qrk..s- in folio,_ is _,vhat __ he_ can ~il}1 fC!fgive, 
ao~. _·kno1vi i _not ,vell ·· how to ·blame :- Jot..~ he 
QJ.'J.ivs/ilQ religion ~~- ::ric.h >H;l :r:~ut~ti.Qo . .for 
gr~t m~n;:bu~ ~ig.bt \Je,ghi41Qf th~ ae4es-i 
s~; Q{; such ·a:wrjte_i,olnucll ~ffeJh~ Q\14➔ 
ke~,(irho- ·ha,~ been :i,~':-~arren.·.~f _prodt1c­
tioJdr~ df :·this ~killd,J c-Nowi thcitJdscattete.d 
~otimis. are ... tttduceti i&tb o~fl! AW cl me~o_d, . - .. 
and appear :;ll.Ilder-.~tbe.. .fw~ 0£ aJegiJJ4r.and 
artific~ ~y~em," ·1a a®fher:pl~:h~j~~er~ 
" that .-Mr. -Barclay:isl.a ~ery~eat.~m~,:lUl~ 
were it not for the common prejudice that 

lies.·~1gai~t ·mm ffll~ {l-~r,: -~~:.J~oulJI~ be 
it!~5~t-~-tQ~:-~,:1~ng~1p{tf~t~eA. tq th@ 

J - -

g~4lttti~t~·il1¢•'j~~!haUJ~:pFI>cl\l~~/!. ~Au«t 
inJJ1no!her,plae.e_,::.~h1t ~' be.h.11\ r~ber.~ng~~ 
witlbJwiliundred~_;Belkwintn~,1Hw-ding~.;iaod 
StapietQt"lB, tlunl. ·with- o_ne .t)flt~l~y:.~ 

·_faollier;:io~ his: U niYental ~ DwtiP)b;l.¾ gi~t~ 
him much the $anJtLJ;ltarac~~ _ ijj{®tl~,c)Wil­
liam Penn: but Bayle in his \vorks, (as hath 

beeriia,lready o,bserved) .-gi Y.es htm, H1~- ;g~.~test 
inoomiwns, and· mow;;Ju1:g_e_l~ ~t-~at& :<tf: :l;l.jm - . . . ~ 
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and his works. A Scotch poet, ,vriting of 

the t,vo famous Barclays, vVilliam and John, 
the.· father and son, · that \Yere reno\vned . '... ~ "' . . - ' . ~-

th ro ~g ~ ~uro~ for; .their. learning, concludes 

~~ Jjr~s~ }T~r~ upon _hi_m : 

But, lo! a third appears, with serious air;_ 

His Prince's darling and his country's care. 

See his·.rdigi-00, -1diich so ]ate befo'ra 

,va~· like a j~mbled mas~ o( tlross and ore;, 
Refined by.him, ana :bun1ish'd o'er with art; 

Awakes the :ipirits and- ahrads the h~art~ 

After his decease, ~"PY \vere so charitable. 
. . • .. J • • • .. . • • . . . ' 

~s-t.o. condole his ,viqg\v, for her loss, by several. 

letters extant, too tedi_ous-to ·put do,vn, yet I 
cannot \veH forbear· gi-l'"ing t,vo of them-; one 

from the·Countess uf Errol, one of the ··most 
• 1 

religious, as ,v~H as \\:ise and learned, · 1adies 

of her ti_QW,: .t~e. othe~ fro~ George Fox. 

N 
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Fro1n GEORGE Fox to CHRISTIAN BARCLAY,­

IPidow to Ro BERT BARCLA ,r; being one ef 
the last he ever wrote, the 28th ef Decem­

ber, 16go. 

,, DEAR Fu.IEND, 

,i; ,vnfln my !owe to thee 21rm!Dl ilhy chnfidl!l'teIDl~ am«n all 
the n-~sli: @lf frienu:lis IlITll !lhic ho{s, see[]\ Chris i J es1U1s 11 that 
reiglills @'?ell' all~') hi '9rfinomm ye lliialr~ mU Hfo 21rrull sa1hai.tion, 

and rest ai.iml11 )P\ea).C(e watlm Goillo 

'' Now, dear frirnd, though the Lord hath taken 

thy dear husband from thee ~is wife, and his children, 

the Lord will be a: husbafld to thee, and a father to thy 
children : the ref ore 'cast thy· care upon the Lord, and 
trust in him: let him be thy confidence, and let thy 
eye be upon him at all times, who is the great ruler and 

orderer of all, both in heaven and earth, and hath tho 

breath and souls of all in his eternal infinite hand; 

and all the creation is upheld by his word and power, 

by which they were made, so that a sparrow cannot 

fall to the ground without his will and pleasure ; and 

his sons and servants in his image are in greater value 

in his eye than many sparrows: therefore thou and thy 

fo.miiy rejoice, that thou had such an offering to offer 

up unto the Lord, as thy d-;ar husband, whom I know 
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is well in the Lord, in whom he died, and is at rest 

from his labour. and his works follow him. . ✓ 

': A ntl now, dc_ar friend, do thy diligence in thy 
family, in training up thy children in the fear of the 

Lord, and in his new covcnan t of life, that thou may 
present them to God as his children, and all thv ser-.,, 

van ts and tenants in the wisdom of God: thou must 
answer the truth in them aH, in truth, holiness, righ­

teousness, and justice, anti walking humbly before God, 

thou ,fill always feel his presence to assist thee, and 

enable thee to perform whatever he require! of thee; 

so that whatever thou dost do, it may be to the glory 

and honour of God, and not look at the outward pre­

sence of thy husband, but look at the Lord, and serve 

him with a joyful heart, mind, soul, and spirit, all the 

days thou H,est upon the earth. 

'' From him who had a great re!pect for thy dear 
husband, for bis work and service in the Lord; who 
is content·in the will of God iu all things that he do,th; 
and so must thou ·be: and so the Lord God Almighty 
settle and establish thee and thine upon the· heavenly 

rock and foundation, and as thy children grow in 

years, they may grow in grace, and so in the favour of 

the Lord. Amen. 

. "GEORGE Fox.,, 

"P.S. I know thy husband-left a good savour behind 
him, so I desire that a.11 you may do the sam•." 
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From A~~E, Countess efERRoL, to CHRIS­

T.IAN BARCLA y •. 

,·1 '- As there was none bad a greater esteem of the - . 

-merit of your worthy husband, when alh·e than I, so 

.there's none can value his memory more than I shall 

always do;· and this remembrance of him, which you 

have been pleased -to send me, shall, on that account, 
be ·as carefully kept, a.5 J · prcs~1·ve any thing; which 

I accept of with very sincere·gratitude to yourself and 

all the rest of his family, who I cannot f~il to have a 

kinduess for, by reason of the relation to· one- I- con­

sidered as so deserving a. friend both to : myself and 
to my brothers: for I have often been very well pleased 

to hear· Jtim· niention them very atfectiona.teJy, evea at 

a time :when most of the world had a vanity in railing 

at· them: - but 1 cannot deny him the-.justice-to own, 

that I found his -friendship Jur ·them rather. in.crease 
than diminish., as their ·mis{o·rtunes grew upon them; 

and I am· sure they arc both very sensible of their loss, 

by being dt'prived of .so w.orthy. and so distinguishing 

a friend, as he proved on all occasions.. Bvt besides 

all the o~ligati~ns I O'!f you on his account, either for 
my relations or myself, for minding to bestow one of 

his books on me, though I cann-0t_ but value the favour 

you do me, in belie,·in_g me one that had a real esteem 
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of his virtues., more than is possibie for me to exprcs!: 

and by the little time I had the satisfaction to see your 
son, 1 wa·, \·ery wdl pJeas::-d to see so good appearances 

in him of supplying the place of so deserving a father; 

and it shall be a very acceptable satisfaction to me, to 

see any of your family at this place, for I am affection­

ately at your sen·ice. 

" ANNE ERROL.'' 
" Slains, Feb. 27, 1692-3.'' 

This being the 3d of October, 1740, it is 
this day exactly fifty years since he died, his 
seven children ( all he left behind him) being 
still alive : there being at this time between 
fifty and sixty grand-children and great­
grand-children, so that he hath in all at this 
time, bet\veen sixty and seventy descendants. 
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CONTINUATION 

OF 

THE ACCOU.NT OF; 

TU.& 

BARCLAY§ OJF~ URIE., 

•f Ill I 

THE late Robert Barclay, Esq. of Urie, 
the twenty-first in lineal descent from 

Theobald de Berkeley, the founder of the 
family, was born at Urie, in the year 1731-2, 

as is recorded in page 25 of the· re-printed 

Genealogical Account. He received the 

first rudiments of learning; under the guid­
ance of a private tutor, at his father's house, 
and finished his educatioH at the U niver­
sity of Aberdeen. Having very early be­
come attached to agriculture, soon after his 
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father's death in 1 i60, he commenced a 

series of tours, and in the course of his pe­
rambulations visited every county in Scot­
land and EnglatA1,,for _th~ _purposes of en­
larging his kno\vledge of rural affairs, by 
con1paring the different tnodes of husbandry 
prevalent in different places. _ These jour­
neys ,vere always performed on foot, a 
servant follo,ving him· on horseback with his 

port1_n~~u. 

Having thus prepared himself for the great 
design he had heefi :meditating, about the 
year 1768 he began to apply the kno,vledge he 

had. acquired, to .~he·:itllprov¢otent. of bis pwn 

estate, for ,vhich ptitpose he t1=1ok- t.he_:gr.eatest 
part of the. lands of Urie into ·bis 0\\1n :hands.'. 
After t,Yenty_ years· of persevering jndustry, 
that seldom _has · been surp~ssed_, he brought: 
his :paternal acres)ntq such a st~~.:of · culti-. 
vation as· to enab1e .him to re-let the1n for 

. . . . ,,, . . . . . . ~ . . 

double· or treble their. former rent.*· The . - ·• .. . . . . . 

* The ~celebrated Lord :\Ionboddo, who ·to his me .. 
. . 

fii:J)~ysir:al and· foren~ic pursuits a<l<led a ,taste for ag_ri-• 
. . 

cnHu·re~ ~peaking of .the impron:ments introdu(·ed by 



barren mountains were likewise cloathed \vith 

extensive plantations of fir and other forest 
trees, ,vhich he left in a most thriving 

condition. 

The estate of Allardice, that came to him 
l>y marriage, being at too great a distance to 
be under his own immediate tnanagement, 
was let on mederate terms; and Mr. Bar­
clay not only instructed the tenants in the 
most beneficial methods of agriculture, but 
advanced the money required for putting 
jnto execution the i1nprovement which he 
pointed out to them. 

The effect of his labours might appear 
almost incredible, even after making every 
allo,vance for the rapid depreciation of the 
circulating m.edium; for I have been informed 

· that the family estates, and two others ,vhich 

l\Ir. Barclay always called him Our Great .i.t/aste, ... 
l\Ir. Barclay, however, seems not to ba,e written much 

on his favourite science. At least the only article from 

hi!- pen which I have been able to trace, is a treatise 

'' On Labourers in Husbandry Renting Lands.'' 

0 
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he acquired by purchase, yielded in the year 
I 788 only £2200; but are no,v, on a mode­

rate calculation, ,vorth £7000 per annum. 

In the Summer of 1788, Mr. Barclay was, 

without opposition, returned to serve asMem­

ber of Parliament for Kincardine, which· 
county he continued to represent till the time 

of his death, in the year i 797, occasioned by 
the consequ~nces of a cold, caught by sleep­
ing in a damp bed, when return-mg home 
from London. In a pamphlet, "lately pub­
lished, it is stat~d, that he ·,valked from his 

o,vn house, in Scotland, ·every Session of Par­

liament : this, ho,vever, is erroneous, for he 
. . 

had not during the last t,venty years of his life 
undertaken such long journeys on foot. 

He was succeeded by ·his son Robert Bar­
clay Al1ardice, \vho is the representative of 
t,vo families of distinction; his mother Sarah 
Ann Al1ardice, being sole heiress to the ·1ate 
J a1nes Allar<lice, Esq. of Allardice, in the 

county of Kincardine, and heiress of line to 

the Earls of Airth and 1\-Ionteith. 
----- -----------

:-Rl~TI:D BY JOllS llERJ3ERT, ~(). :X 1 BOROUGH ROAD. 
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