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INTRODUCTORY. 

DURING recent years I have had many inquiries from widely 
separated _parts of our country, asking for information as to 
the Bennett origin. Falling back upon tradition, I could 

only say, we were certainly of revolutionary and colonial stock. 
During 1898, a lady cottsin,.whom I had not seen, asked: "Please 
tell me from whom I cat~e ?" This impelled me to some df!y be 

· able to tell her. The result is embodied in these page_s. · Books 
of this character become, of necessity, discussive. A tree puts 
ont a few large branches; these, iri turn, others, until it is hard 
to distinguish among them. We follow a main branch only to 
find it broken off; and in other cases, the limb is too weak to sup
port the burden. Under such circumstances verbosity may be 
excusable. I am certain my readinp;. pttblic will be lenient in all 
criticism. From the first, as .no\v, there has been a di.spari ty in 
spelling the nanie. · We find it Bennet, Bennett, Benit, Beneat, 
Bennitt, and even that far cry, Beuight. Undoubtedly near rela
tives, for their own reasons, srelled it differently. I have, for the 
sake oi uniformity, taken the mor~ general usage, bttt very many 
still use the tenninal-itt, and deem it correct. 

\Vhile pursuing my researches, ( without it at all .being a part 
of my original intention) I came! upon the Bentley and Beers 
lines, the three converging in the writer, I have seen fit to incor
·porate them in this little book. In these lines the family traditions 
were much clearer and more positive, and no argument is needed 
to establish their reliableness. · 

I had expected to trace down to the smallest and latest member 
of the allied families, but it is impossible to do this accurately 

· without more leisure than the intervals of a busy life afford. It 
is to be hoped that each. for himself, will take up the work where 
I have laid it down, and thus perpetuate a knowledge of an hon
orable and patriotic lineage. 

While no attempt has been made to trace our descent back to 
the English "gentry," yet it is no discredit to be as the Germans 
say, "wohl gebormen." 
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Our immigrant ancestor was from Wiltshire, where the seat of 
the Bennetts is at Pitthouse. It is now occupied by the female 
line, the present master having tak.en his wife's name legally. 
Edward was a younger son for whom at home was not sufficient 
room. There is also a family coat-of-arms which some of the 
name in this country art:! using. The motto is "Benedidus qui 
Ioli! coucere," or "blessed is he who bears the cross." Most peo
ple bear some kind of a cross, but very few do it without more or 
less growling and probably those who use the motto do not live 
up to it. Yet we may retain our pride in the sturdy Anglo-Saxon 
strain that has produced men and women who prove their quality 
by their reasonable consideration for the rights of others, but who 
if it comes to a pinch, do not hesitate 

"To prove their doctrine orthodox 
By apostolic blows and knocks." 

I have to thank some members of the family for assistance. I 
deem myself fortunate to have had access to the large and valua
ble collection of t~cords in the rooms. of the Historical Society at 
Wilkes-Barre, of•which the Rev. Horace Edwin Hayden is the 
learned and accomplished custodian. 

S. B. ;B.ENNETT. 
PITTSTON, PA., August I, 1899. 







THE BENNETTS. 

J .DrES GORDO:\" BENNETT, founder of the 1Vew York Herald, a 
Scotchman, born in Banffshire, once wrote: ''The Bennetts 
were a little band of Freeboters, .c\. D. 896, in Saxony. I 

haw no doubt they robbed and plundered a good deal. They 
emigrated to France and settled on the river Loire, where they 
lived se\·eral hundred years. The family was Roman Catholic 
and later, of the Church of England.'' That the Scotch Bennett's 
statement is true, may readily be l::,elie\·ed, for one thousand years 
ago Europe was gi\·en m·er to pillage, and the strong showed the 
weak no considen.tion. Perhaps the sturdy Bennett tribe owed 
its continued existence to the fact of its extreme tenacity of pur
pose and the inability of others to crush it out. 

At that time London was occupied by the Danes; Englishmen 
were herdsmen. and cattle-stealing very much the fashiJn. This 
Saxon tribe was probably no worse than its neighbors. Be this 
as it may, the family in England, during the reign of Charles the 
First, had assumed considerable importance. A Sir Henry Ben
nett being pri\·ate secretary to King Charles Second. The "Dic
tionary of English Biography.'' beginning with the time of the 
landing of the Pilgrims at Pl) mouth Rock, includes sketches of 
the li\·es of no less than twenty-eight Englishmen of the name 
who \\'ere of repute as Historians, Theologians, Physicians, 
Lawyers, Poets, Hymn-writers, :\Iusicians-the last one noticed 
liting Sir \\'illiam Stcrnclale Bennett, the celebrated teacher and 
a pianist of much celebrity, \\ ho passed away about 1875. I learn 
that now in England are more than one hundred clergymen of the 
established church. 

In 1619, at Yoguhal. a South Irish seaport, Richard Lord 
Boyle caused repairs to be made to a certain chapel, time having 
caused it to fall into ruin. He provided recumbent stone effigies 
of a man anr! woman upon a tomb which bears the inscription : 
·'Here lyeth the bodies of Richard Bennett and Ellis Barry his 
,,·ife, the first founders of this Chapel. This, for the reviving of 
their memory, I ha\·e had their figures cut in stone." It argues 



that very many years had passed from the building of the Chapel 
until its restoration. Its register is said to go back to the year 
eleven hundred. 

The name occurs very early in the Colonial records. At Boston 
the mercantile firm of Benet & Co. existed as early as 1630. 
Bennett street, in that city, doubtless owes its name to this fact. 
The family must ha,·e increased rapidly, for few names are men
tioned more frequently, not always in the most complimentary 
manner. Yet we have upon the whole no valid reason to believe 
that we were not much like other people. 

In Essex, l\fass., 1644, Hugh Lynn and Samuel Bennett were 
presented to the court for being . ''common sleepers in church'' 
and fined each two shillings and sixpence. 

Samuel.:evidently became wide awake, for in 1664, July 15th, 
he buys ''ye new water mill.'' His circumstances had improved 
for nine years previously Joshua Foote sued him for debt, but as 
Foote's dog had killed Bennett's calf, for which Bennett recei,·ed 
the sum of twenty shillings, possibly revengeful litigation was not 
altogether unknown at that early date. In 1649, \Villiam Hook 
conveyed to him ''all that tract of land formerly belonging to his 
father, Humphrey Hook, etc. One \Villiam Bennett complained 
that Edward Dowty had defaulted on a contract whereby Dowty 
was to ·sell a fl.itch of bacon for ·three pounds of "beaver." The 
court appointed Francis Eaton and Robert Hicks, arbitrators, who 
decided that Bennett's currency was, like sih·er in 1899, worth 
but fifty per cent of its face value, 

For a considerable time it was believed that this Samuel who 
"slept in the time of exercise," was our English ancestor. Re\·. 
George S. Bennett, who himself of Boston, has made exhaus
tive search of · old records, states that our Samuel was son to 
Edward, who, with his wife and four children, sailed from Wey
mouth, England, and settled at Weymouth, Mass., taking up 
as he was entitled to thirty-six acres of public land. ;, He was 
made a Freeman ic 1636. Af,er a residence there for seven years 
he became an original proprietor:_in the company that founded 
Rehoboth, to which place he removed, dying there 1645- 1646, 
wealthy, and was buried in th~ Proprietor's Cemetery. He had 
children 

Samuel (1) born 1628. 
John, born 1630. 
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Priscilla, 1632, married \Villiarn Carpenter. 
Edward. 
Richard. 

Unquestionably Ephraim Bennett who married Hannah Bently 
at Goshen, X. V., came from \Varwick, R. I., through Orange 
county to the \\'yoming lands of the Susquehanna Company; 
thence to what was called Tioga Point, now Athens, Pa. His 
father, Ephraim, accompanied him with his family, consisting of 
other sons and daughters. 

It \Vill be obseryed in passing that Samuel ( 1) who died in 
1684, left a widow who married Moses Forsman. Samuel ( 2) 
married January 2, 1689, Sarah Forsman, who died 1705. In 
1690, their first child Samnel ( 3) was born. No record of this 
Samuel's issue exists, so far as kr:own. It is fairly certain that 
he became the father of Ephraim, sr., for three reasons : 

FrRST-X ames were faithfully handed down in those old fami
lies, and we know Ephraim, jr. 's first born was named Samuel. 

SECOND-Granting that Ephraim, sr., was son to Samuel ( 3) it 
provides the generation between the above and the correctly 
recorded birth of Ephraim, jr., in 1762. 

THIRD-The writer's father told him that his great grandmother 
was a Forsman, and this being so, we ,vould find Sarah Forsman 
the grandmother of Ephraim, sr. A simple error of tradition but 
a strong corroboration in fact, as it places a Forsman in the line 
of descent. 

Thus it will be seen that while it is not absolutely proven, it is 
much more than probable that Samuel (1 J of Edward of Wey
mouth, is 0ur first American ancesto,. 

In our branch we then have: 
FrnsT-SAMrEL ( 1) died 1684 ; by trade a cooper ; married 

Anna --- ; she married I 2) M::>ses Forsrnan. 
Residence, Greenwich, R. I. 
1652, bought land of Stukely Westcott. 
1655, a Freeman. 
1656, a seargeant of militia, for which be received twenty 

pounds. 
1678, was voted one hundred acres of public land. 
1678, member of General Court for ten years. 
1682, he sold thirty-four acres near "Solitary hill," to 

Richard Evenden. 
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158+, will pro\·en : wife • .\nna, executrix. Samuel 2' 

received sixty and Edward se\·e11ty acres of laud. 
He hacl-

Edward, born 16J+: died 1735. 
Elizabeth, born --: diecl I 7 2 r. 
12l SAllffEL, born -- ; Coventry, R. I. 
\\'illiam, born --

(2 1 SAML'EL, married ( r I Sarah Forsman, daughter of '.\Ioses. 
Married (2) Desire B1:rry. 
Married Rachel (3J --

He was by trade a carpe11 ter. 
r 68+, a Freeman. 
1688, grand juryman. 
1690, deputy in General Assembly. 
1690, a Lieutenant. 
1703, he and his wife deed to Thomas Fry, clln.:lling, orch

ard, etc., for sixty-eight pounds. 
In 17 rr, he deeds "for lo,·e, etc., to my son Samuel." '3; 

ten acres of land; his wife, Rachel, joins calling Sam
uel "my son-in-law.'' 

He had-
13 l SAllffEL, born September 2-1-. 1690. 
Sarah, born January 31, r693. 
Hannah, born April 27, 1697. 
Elizabeth, born November 19, r699. 
Benjamin, born Nm·ember 7, c70I. 
John, born October 15, 1703. 
\Villiam, born ::\Iay rs, 1706. 
Priscilla, born October 7, 170S. 
Mary, born April, r7rr. 
Desire, born February c2, 1713. 

131 SAMUEL, born 1690. 

There seems to be no satisfactory record of bis progeny. 
EPHRAIM I 4) married Mary Stafford. The family traditions here 

diverge; some belie,·ing him to have gone with David, at Frbana. 
others with Joseph in Ohio. 

Just before the Revolutionary war, with his family he went from 
Providence, R. I., to Goshen, Orange county, X. Y., on his way 
to the \Vyoming valley, ''being induced to this removal by fa\·or
able reports from friends· and rclatf-i,es already there." See 
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appendix. Tht: war beginning they remained near Goshen until 
its close, then going to near \Vilkes-Barre, Pa. 

As is well-known, the old Pennsylvania feud named the "Pen
namite \'Var" broke out with renewed virulence and settlers claim
ing title under the Susquehanna Company were fined. imprisoned, 
and dri\·en out. The Bennetts and some thirty other families 
built a batteau and placing all their goods upon it, alternately 
poled and pulled it up the Susquehanna to Tioga Point ; their 
few cattle being dri\·en by the boys along the river bank through 
the forest. Samuel and Thomas ( 6 \;assisted in this work, they 
ha\·ing been born at Goshen, and· then eight and six years old 
respectively. 

EPHRAI:\I'S r + 1 family consisted certainly of Ephraim (5), James, 
Thaddeus, Thomas, Abraham, David and Jonathan, or Joseph. 
They settled at Wellsburg, X. Y. Later Ephraim (4) removed 
with Joseph to the state of Ohio l? I where his descendants n0w are. 

Joseph was a Baptist minister, and had also a son of the same 
name and calling. He was a Continental soldier under Colonel 
Brinkerhoff and Captain Brown, and a Corporal under Colonel 
Malcolm and Captain Delernn. 

James ,vas a renowned Indian fighter. A family tradition 
relates that his young son was killed and scalped by the savages. 
Later James met at Tioga Point, an Indian, who drunk.en, boasted 
of this exploit. James at this time was restrained from killing 
him, but later the Red :'.\Ian disappeared. His descendants are 
also somewhere in the great west. He sen·ed in the Orange 
connty regiment, under Col. John Hathorne and Captain David 
:'.\IcCamly. Orange county, X. Y., was of lar6e territory, organ
i1ed in 1683, and named for William of Orange, afterward King 
of Englar.cl. It was on the direct route to the western lands of 
the Susquehanna Company, and a place of call for travelers east 
and westward. It is well-known that after the disaster at Wyom
ing the settlers abandoned their homes and sought safety beyond 
the Delaware river. 

The Orange county inhabitants suffered greatly from the 
savages, yet its people had the honor to be in close touch with 
many of the stirring events of the Revolutionary \Var. 

\Vhile the army was cantoned there in 1782, an event showed 
the character of Washington in its strongest light. I allude to 
the offer of many officers through Col. Xkola to make him the 
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American King. Tne Xicola letter brought out the clesen-ecl and 
stinging rebuke, •·such suggestions I must \·iew with abhorence 
and reprehend with se,·erity. Your ideas seem frought with the 
greatest mischief that can befall my country.·' 

Later in 1783, a meeting of his officers was held. who ffitn the 
army about to be disbanded, found themseh·es without pay or 
resources for the dark future because of the neglect of Congress. 
,vashington met them and by his argument,, carried con,·iction to 
their minds. It was at this time upon taking his glasses to read 
a letter, he said, "you see, gentlemen, I ha\·e grown gray and 
also blind in your ,ervice. '' 

Among the Yery first \Vyoming settlers \Yere Bennetts. and 
when the thriving city of \\'ilkes-Barre held but fi,·e white women 
three of them were of the name. In Ii55, Isaac Bennett, of 
Preston, Conn., paid four-and-one-half pounds for a share in the 
Susquehanna Company. Ht: was later expelled because he was 
said to have defraude'.l certain Indians. In r 7 s+ Samuel bought 
one share and James one-half share. I is mos! !i/..,(1' that this 
was Samuel (3) and that Thomas Bennett, the owner of the Forty 
Fort treaty table, and father of :\lrs. :\Iyers, took up this land 
which is now occupied by the charming home of Stephen ,·augl111, 
Esq., at Dorrance ton, Pa. 

This supposition being correct Thomas would ha,·e been brother 
to Ephraim r 41 which last had grandchildren in r ,~2. At the 
date of the massacre Thomas was said to h1n-e been called ''Old 
Bennett'' by the Indian wearing his !->tolen clothes, who parading 
around said, "me Old Bennett now.·• Ephraim 1+ 1 had serYed in 
the French war of rj56, and was taken prisoner in "Gen. John
son's fight." 

In 1758, Abel \Villard petitioned the General .-\.ssembly of 
Massachusetts to take such steps :iis woulrl procure his release. 
This argues that at this time he was a citizen of that colony. This 
is confirmed by the fact that in 1748 he had petitioned the General 
Court to confirm to him a deed ''made by Levi Osborne who, by 
the Province of God, had been taken away by death." 

Another Ephraim Bennett married Hannah Stillson in 177 3. 
His name is on the roster of Col. Van. Rensa!aer, Captain Sharp 
with Benjamin, Ezra and Robert. He being about the age of 
Ephraim (5) it is fair to presume them to ha\·e been c0usins. In 
May, 1795, Ephraim (..i.l and Mary his wife, convep,ct to Thomas 
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Baldwin, of Xewtown, Tioga county, X. Y., seventy-four acres 
of lau<l in town of Chemung and State aforesaid, for considera
tion of eighty pound;;, This is the Southport premises so long 
ht'!<l by the Baldwin family. 

October ro, I 796, Ephraim Bennett gave a mortgage for one 
hundred and twenty pounds to John \V. \\'atkins, upon one hun
dred acres of land, X o. 5 of farm lots of L. Hommedieu Patent. 
\\-hich Ephraim it was, does not appear. (See old records of 
Tioga county X. Y.J 

The rosters published by the State of Xew York, contains the 
names of twenty-five Beunetts who serYed in the Continental army 
in \'arious organizations. They were closely connected and of 
near kinship to those of the name who, obtaining title under the 
Susquehanna Company, located in \\'yarning valley and who 
from the first had to defend their rights as they understood them, 
from the encroachment of the State of Pennsylva!1ia and the Red 
:-.Ien. .-\.11 histories of the valley are united upon this point. 

Later the Pioneers made a more or less common c1use against 
the British and Indians, aud so far as known no Connecticut 
settler e\·er became Tory. In passing, I would note that the 
Bennetts were men of short or medium stature, usually dark com
p1exion, dark eyes and hair. Few military descripti\-e lists are 
preserncl. I find but three ;;oldiers described ; their height being 
five, se\·en and nine inches more than five feet. 

A tradition bas it that Ephraim, jr., got his black eyes from 
being French. As at an early elate there was at least one. French 
C9lony in Rhode Island which Samuel Bennett befriended, it is 
possible that there may ba\·e been intermarriages. It is but fair 
to say, howe\·er, that later Bennett was charged with double 
dealing, in that he obtained some of the lands occupied by the 
Colonists and as they charged, mu.ch to their injury. 

It i;; presumed that families enlisting for military service would 
choose the same command. Hathorne and Wisner regiments were 
raised about Goshen. \Ve find upon the roster of Hathorne an<l 
:\IcCamly Ephraim, sr., sear gent ( also \Visner and Ealy) Ephraim, 
jr., sergeant. James (also Wisner and Ealy). Jeremiah (also 
Dubois an<l Gano). Thaddeus, Thomas, Abraham (also \\'ei~en
fels and Hardenburg) and Da\-id (also Yan Rensalaer and De 
Garmo. 

The writer's father used to mention an Uncle Thaddeus. A 
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Thaddeus about • .\. D. 1800. paid taxes in territory of Chemung 
county, as did • .\braham at Big Flats. David removed to Howard, 
Steuben county. He became the father of Daniel Bennett, who 
had twenty-three children, one of whom, Be11jamin Bennett, is 
father to Freel. Bennett, Esq., of Joliet, Ill., Colonel commanding 
the crack regiment of the national guard of that state, the third 
which saw sen-ice in the Spanish war going from Chickamauga, 
( when Lieutenant Bennett met him J to Porto Rico, taking part in 
that short but lively campaign. Colonel Bennett is a western 
military authority, and an attorney having a large clientele at 
Joliet. During the writer's boyhood Yisits were exchanged 
between David's descendants and those of Ephraim, jr. 

It is thoug!1t that DaYid B. Hill, ex-Governor and Senator, a 
man of \·ery great ability, but an example of the ",:aulting ambi
tion ·which o'er-leaps itself and falls upon t-other side," is 
descended from Da\·id's branch. A letter of inquiry to him upon 
the subject remains unanswered. '· Rcsquicsml in P,uc.'' 

Ephraim 15) born May rst, 1762, married Hannah Bentley, at 
Goshe:-i, February 7th, r 78 r. He was not nineteen years of age, 
she j u;;t more than sixteen. X othing is known of their early 
education only that the registry in the old Bible by him is in fair 
olt.1.-fashioned, penmanship. Hannah was daughter of Green :\I. 
Bently, a veteran soldier of two wars. She died at Tioga, Pa., 
while on a visit to her brother Benjamin, in company with her 
husband who survived her three years. She was buried there. 
Later her remains were remo\·ed to :\Ion tour Falls, X. Y., and 
laid beside her husband in the family plot. Ephraim bereft, made 
his home with his son, Col. Green Bently Bennett where he died 
suddenly of appoplexy, October 26th, r 843. He is \'ividly recalled 
to memory by the writer at three years old. 

He was but fourteen years of age at breaking out of the war of 
Independence; married at eighteen. It is not known certainly, 
but probably his military service \Vas rendered after his marriage. 
As has been seen he was Seargent under Col. John Hathorne and 
Captain Dav-id McCamly. Some ten years previous to his death 
he applied for and received a pension, as is sufficiently established 
by the following document : 
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Dtjmr!mt"!ll ,>f lite /11/cri,>r-/Jurcau of Pensions. 
\\·ashington D. C., :\Iay ro, 1~99. 

L. \\·. B., Illquiry 23120. 

Sir :-In resnonse to your recent communication, you are 
a,h-ised that Ephraim Bennett made application for a pension on 
:\Iarch 7th, 1833, at which time he \Yas se\·enty years of age and 
residing in Tioga county, X. Y., and his pension ,vas allo\ved for 
one year and se\·en mouths actual sen·ice as a pri\·ate in the ~ew 
York troops, Revolutionary \Yar. He enlisted in Ora1Jge county, 
X. \'., and sen·ed under Captain :\IcCambly and Col. Hathorne. 
There is no other Ephraim Bennett found upon the Rernlutionary 
war pension or bounty-1::tnd records on file in this Bureau. 

\. ery Respectfully, 

H. CLAY EVAXS, Dmtmissioncr. 

:\IR. STEPm,x B. BEX~ETT. Pittston, Pa. 

The battle, or rather slaughter, of :\Iinisink took place July 
22, 1779, beg-inning miudle of the forenoon, lasting until nightfall 
gi\·ing the few Continentals left an opportunity of escape. Col. 
Durston had called out the local militia : later was reinforced by 
Col. Hathorne, his senwr in comm::111d. 

They fo;lcl\\·ed the Indians to near the mouth of the Lacka
waxen ; \\'ere am':Jushecl by the \vily Brant. It is said that this 
hattle made thirty \Yidows in the town of Goshen alone. In r822 
the hones of the shin, \Yhich had lain bleaching upon the barren 
hills for more than forty years, were gathered and entombed nuder 
a suitable monument, which dedicated, now stands at Goshen to 
mark the eyent. Lossing says, ''General Hathorne, being eighty 
years old, made a short but feeling address." l~pon the face of 
the stone is the name of Benjamin Bennett, with forty others, all 
apparently of Yankee lineage. This Bennett's name appears on 
the roster of Captain Hadlock, under Col. Yates; also, Yan 
Rensalaer. 

'.'.'ashington's headquarters \\'ere located \Vithin Orange county 
parts of 1780, ·~1. ·s2_a11d most of 17S3, inwhichyeartheCon
tinental army \\"as disbanded, its members returning destitute to 
their wasted homes and scattered families, The locality ha,·ing 
been at times the chief cantonment of the American army is a 
conspicuoLts point in the history of the war. It is indeed a high 
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honor to know that our ancestors aided \Vashington in his great 
work e\·en in an humble way: that perhaps they knew him per
sonally, that at least he was to them a well-known and command
ing figure. 

Ephraim (5) remo\·ed from \\'ellsburg about 1805. Green 
Bently being born there in 1797. has told the writer that to see 
Lebbens Hammond, who escaped from Queen E-,ther at Bloody 
Rock, at his father's house was a frequent occnrrence. 

Research in the old Tioga county records shows a deed made 
1802, by Charles \\'ilkes and Le\\ is Simond, by their attorney, 
Robert C. Johnson, of Xew York city, to Ephraim Bennett, of 
Catharinestown, Tioga county, X. Y .. com·eying eighty-one and 
one-half acres of land in southwest quarter of township Xo. 3, 
situate on the road leading from the Seneca Lake to X ewtown or 
Elmira. This was unquestionably the :'.\lillport property where 
he built a saw mill. Here his family grew up, were married, 
going out to homes of their own, hut frequently returning to the 
paternal roof. ~Iy father has often pictured the scene about the 
great open fire-place of a winter night, when the old men alter
nately awed and thrilled the young people by tales of the times 
that "tried men's souls." At their social entertainments dancing 
began mid-afternoon and continued until the following morning, 
when tired but happy, young and old wended homeward, some 
on sleds drawn by oxen, the better circumstanced upon horseback 
with their ladies snugly bestowed behind them on a '•pillion'' (a 
stuffed blanket) attached to the saddle. They rould dance-when 
nearly sixty years uld. Col. Green could cut the pigeon wing 
with skill and lightly as a boy. \Vhile not an engineer, Ephraim 
( 5) was out much with surveyors who establishPd land lines for 
the great proprietors who had obtained large tracts by patents 
from the government. \Vhen so engaged, where the city of 
Corning now is, he was offered as much land on the opposite flats 
above Gibson as he wanted for two cows. He used to tell this 
story with a smile, and explain that the cows were esteemed of 
more value than all the flat land there, covered as it was with 
stunted pines and subject to yearly overflow. 

From Millport he removed to the town of Dix, where he owned 
and occupied a farm adjoining his son's which, in later years, we 
called the "lower place." There was included a grist mill upon 
Bower's creek, passing through the farm. The mill was aban,-



doned long since, like many works of men's hands, having 
outlived its usefulness. The little stream which turned its great 
wheel being the work of the Creator still enriches the landscape, 
and its falls, "Montour," furnishes one of the attractions of the 
lake country. His children were : 

Samuel, born Nov. 27, r78r ; married Sally \·an Gorder. 
Thomas Strait, born Aug. 2, r 783. 
Susannah, born Sept. r r, r 785 ; married David Coryell. 
Peggy, born Dec. r5, 1787; married (I) Brant Catlin. 

I 2 1 Charles Curtis. 
Elizabeth, born Xov. 4, r789; married Thomas Mills. 
Polly, born Dec. r5, 179r; died r794. 
Abner Knox, born Jan. rr, 1793; married Sarah Lattin. 
Sally, born Xov. 27, 1795; married \\.illiam McClure. 
GREEN BEXTLY (6\, born Nov. 30, r797; 

married (rJ Cynthia McClure. 
married 1,2) Anna Beers Tyler. 

:\filly, born Feb. 28, 1801; married James Parks. 
Harry, born Sept. 7, , So2 ; married ;\Iary :\IcClure. 
Brant, born Aug. 28. 1805; died April 20, 1807. 
Charles M., born May r r, r 807 : married Louisa Canfield. 

S.-\l\IUEL the oldest. born at Goshen, married Sally \·an Gorder, 
whose father was said to h::n-e been of the Xew Jersey line. He 
was a farmer living east of Ha\·a:::a and ,\·as the kindest and best 
of men ; one of the writer's real boyhood pleasures was to ,·isit 
Unc.le Sam. He had a large family of daughter,;, all having been 
married there is many descendcnts. but unfortunately the name is 
not continued in his brarch. He enlisted near the close of the 
war of r 812 as a musician. His children were : 

Ruby, died in infancy. 
Cynthia, died in infancy. 
Hannah, married John Morgan. 
Maria, married John ;\Iorgan. 
Sally, married William Sharp. 
Ruby (2), married Jackson T. Brown. 
Polly, married Elvin K. :.Iandeville. 
Rebecca, married Manly Palmer. 
Susannah, married Charles Paige. 
Margaret, married John I. Coe ( 1 1• 

E. Greggs (2). 



THO:IL-'I.S ST!LUT, wife not known: they had a son named 
Ephraim. But little is known of them. I find, howe\·er, in an 
old diary (we all kept them) under date of \\.ednesday, .-\.pril -1-th, 
1860, ''Cpon returning home found there a ::\Ir. Dodge and 
l:plzraim Bennet! from the State of Ohio, \Yith l·ncie Sam.·· Per
haps some other can supply the information. Susannah had sons 
-Abraham, George, Gtty and probably other children. I belie\·e 
some descendants are in \\"illiamsport, Pa. 

PEGGY, married Brant Catlin, a son of Judge Catlin, li,·ing 
nearby, a family of good extraction and well-to-do. A ,·ery few 
of the name are left. She married, second, Charles Curtis : one 
son remains, Oscar Curtis of Montour Falls. Brant the elder 
being deceased in 1860. 

ELIZABETH. married Thomas :\Iills, a son oi George ::\fills who 
kept a ta ,·ern at Catharinestown. ha \'ing rem o\·ecl fro111 the ··blue 
Juniata.'· Grandchildren remai1,-the Parson,;, B11ckley~. :\fan
nings, Xobles, :\kDonalds and a son re,,iding near San Franci,;co, 
California . 

• -\.BNJ-:R KNOX, a shoemaker by trade, sen·ecl in the war of r 8 r 2, 

and was present at the battle of Black Rock, later rerno,·ing to 
Li\·erpool, Ohio. His sons early engaged in the thri\·ing pottery 
industry in that locality. His clesceuclants are in that section, one 
of them at Pittsburg, being the person of iuquiring mind \YlJO 
prompted this research. He married S2rah Delia L1ttiu, in Che
mung county, X. Y., .-\.ugust 27th, 1820. He died December 2d, 
1865 : she January 29th. 1S73. Their descendants were: 

Louise ~faria, born 102-J-
Sam uel, horn 1826. 
John ~forgan, born 182S. 
Thomas :\fills, born 1831. 

George Letcher, born IS 35. 

The only family of descendants reported is Thomas ~Iills, who 
married Emma Alice Staley, December 25th, 1S51. Residing at 
East Liverpool, Ohio, a retiree! merchant. 

They had: 
Bertha Louise, married \\.illiam Dunn. 
Lafayette \Vilkinson. 
Thomas :\Iills, jr. 
Emma Crsula, married F. A. Knowie~. 
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Ellsworth Orpheus. 
Vlysses Grant, married Christina A. Ci-Grand. 
Elmer Kelsey, married I ucy Emmert. 
Lydian C. Hastings. 
Sann.,ei Ellsworth, married l\Ioiselle Tan by Johnson. 
Hannah Elizabeth, married \V. E. Hutchinson. 

SALLY, married \Villiam McClure. One son, Uriah: a daughter, 
Mrs. Levi Leonard. 

MILLY with her husband and family went to Ohio, but return
ing ·iYed at :Millport. X. Y. She pas~ed away at the house of her 
son-in-law, Hon. G. l\1. Beard. Their children: 

Emily, married George Ide. 
Benajah, married Lorinda Denson. 
Amanda, married David Cramer. 
Charles, married Elizabeth Thompson. 
Elizabeth, married Josiah Botsford. 
Cynthia, married George .M. Beard, M. D. 

HARRY, about 1840, removed to Ind:ana where his descendants 
now are. Charles l\I., in 1848 went to Oowego, Ill., later with 
his large family to Springfield, !vio. l\fajor Lyman G. Bennett, 
a veteran of the civil ,Yar, remains there and if, as suggested, 
each family taJ.::e up this work when I lay it down, the Major will 
take ample care of his part. Charles :\I. passed a\vay at the house 
of John McClure Bennett while on a visit to his old home in the 
east. Thetr children : 

Lyman G., born Aug. 1, 1832 : married l\Ielissa E. Lynns. 
Guy Coryell, resides Phcenix Arizona. 
Charles .M., born July 31, 1847; married Sarah A. Smith. 

18S1; is County Judge at Springfield, ;,.Jo. 
Frank is at Springfield also, engaged in merchandising. 

l\fajor Lyman G. Bennett was the first man to enlist for the war 
of the rebellion in Kendall county, II!.; private in 36th regiment. 
In 1863 helped to recruit the fourth Arkansas Cavalry ; was com
mi,;sioned Adjutant and later l\Iajor ; was muste,ed out in 1866 ; 
was afterwards employed in the far west as a gO\·ernment surveyor. 

GREEXE BE:--TLEY, born at Wellsburg, ~- Y .. married (11 

Cynthia :\IcClure. She was a daughter of John of Thomas, of 
the migration ; a \Vyomiug settler whose two older sons crossed 
at :\Iill Creek on the morning of the massacre and returned not, 



being presumably slain. Thomas, in r 790, built and kept a 
ta,·ern at Tioga Point. John later bought the identical lccality a 
Havana which was the site of Queen Catharine :.Iontonr·s \'illage. 
The writer remembers the original log house and the great apple 
trees which had sprung up from the -;tump.-; made by Sulli\·an's 
army. John's wife was Sarah Crosby, of Fishkill. His father 
came to Cath::irinestown with ox•ttams. 

Thomas of John of Thomas occupied the homestead upon 
which is the famc,us ,'.\kClure's Glen, a ri,·al to that of \\'atkin',;, 
some say far more attracti\'e. Tw0 sous of Ephraim \5 1 married 
::\IcClures and a daughter married \\'illiam of that name. It is 
said that ::\Iarquis De I.a Fayette was entertained when in this 
conntry by both Thomas ::\IcClnre and George ,'.\!ills. 

In 1825 Greene bought the farm in Dix, upon which he passed 
his life, finding there a log house which he occupied : afterward 
constructing the house not\· occupied by Charles ::\Iitchdl Bennett. 
Three years later he built a saw mill, the lumber from which was 
drawn to the head of Seneca Lake, four miles awa,· .. -\.hout 1S-+o 
he built a flouring mill on Post creek, which is still in operation. 
At this time he was fairly wealthy for those days, but judging 
other's honesty by his O\Vn he ,vas induced to endorse the paper 
of one Xash, to whom the Col. had been a benefactor. Xash 
defaulted and then began harassinb ,·exations ancl expensi\·e 
litigations with the usual result, llzl' barko- paid. There \\·as a 
long and trying struggle but when the endorser passed away he 
literally fulfilled the Scripture injunction, "'owe no man any
thing" and left no debt m.settled, just or unjt,.:;t. 

Becoming a widower in 1839, he married, at Danby, X. Y., 
Anna Beers Tyler, by whom he had one son, Stephen Beers 
Bennett. He was superdsor of the town of Dix in first hoard of 
Chemung cuunty in 1836. He was first postmaster of the office 
at Moreland, X. Y., and continued for many years. The writer 
well remembers the tedious processes when eYery letter must ha\·e 
an accompanying way.bill, both being ,napped in a cowr which 
was a work of art aimost and required practice and skill. . .\t 
this time railroads were few and coach:11g the fashion for people 
in the southern part of Xew York and northern Pennsyh-ania. 
Seneca Lake with its steamers was the route chosen eastward Yia. 
Albat,y, and west via. Buffalo. A daily line of stages to \\'atkin's 
ran between that town and Elmira and also Corning. Soon after 
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ten A. 111. the Corning mail arrived returning at two P. M. in an 
old-style spring less but rocking coach ; the front ''boot'' for small 
pacbges, the back one for baggage and drawn by four spanking 
horses. The writer has often seen four a:id five in a train and 
travel was very light when but one was required. Green B. was 
superintendent of the Chemung Canal System, 1846-1848, and 
again, 1851-1852, during which time the canals did ::i. large busi
ness. In 1835, he was a member of New York State Assembly, 
outliving all but three of his colleagues, Hon. Thurlow Wee<l, 
Daniel S. Dickinson and another. The riding cloak, which was 
part of his outfit, is now in possession of his grandson, Lieut. 
Bennett. He was Colonel of militia prior to r 840, and frequently 
said he greatly desired to go out in 18 r 2, but was refused 
because of his youth. During the political excitement caused 
hy the alleged drowning of .'.\Iorgan, who was said to have betrayed 
the secrets of Freerna,;onry. by which the Hon. \Villiam H. Seward 
came into national repute, the Colonel was a "Masons' Jack." 
that is, one not a :\Iason, but who had faith in the good character 
of the fraternity. Later, he was a Democrat of the best school, 
and ,vas certain that an honest Democrat's ''the noblest work ot 
God,'' and not scarce either. He kt1ew but little about dirty 
politics, which he abhorred. He had much influence in the affairs 
of Chemung county, and in fact sonthern New York, prior to 
the war, and his addce was always songht in party councils. 
The things that came to him were unsought as he preferred to 
help others rather than himself. He had a large share of natural 
ability, and if his star had risen under later and brighter skies, 
he would haYe succeeded in professional life. 

His issue. Seventh generation: 

'I'homas Strait, born 1822; married Mary Brown. 
John :McClure, born 1824; married (r) Elizabeth Tyler. 

(2) Clymena Shutts. 
Charles Mitchell, born 1826; married Melissa Cole. 
Ephraim, born 1828; died 1853. 
George Coryell, born 1830; died 1848. 
Emily Peck, born 1833 ; married Willard Mors-c. 

Issue by Anna Beers Tyler: 

Stephen Beers, born 1840; married Sarah C. Shutts. 
About 1850, Thomas Strait with his family removed to 



Oswego, Ill. But two sons remain of his family, who no\\' re;;ide 
in that state. 

Elizabeth Tyler, wife of John '.\IcClu,e, died in 1S+S. In 1S53 
he married Cly!11ena Shutts. They made a home j Lbt north of 
the original homestead. Three sons came to them: Ephriam, a 
graduate of 1:nion College, married Emma Bennett, gra,:cl
daughter of Charles '.\I. ( 6), and. also of ex-(;o\·ernor Drew. 
of Arkansas: Ephriam is a banker at Phoenix, Arizona. a 
prominent .Mason, being Past Grand Commancler of Knights 
Templar in that jurisdiction. His father is also a Knighr 
Templar and a member of St. Omer Commanclery, Elmira, X. Y. 
Berton Green, liberally educated, married Kathro Belle Gdell: 
residence, Rochester, X. Y .. where he is General EJstern .-\gent 
of the ::S-orthwestern .:\Iutual Insurance Co., a position of trust 
and profit. Thus far no children ha \'e come to any of them. 

Charles l\I. keeps the old home, ii\·ing in the house built seventy 
years ago. 

Ephriam, ,\.·ho died of consumption, recei\·ed a liberal education, 
and, at dat<:> of failure of health, was reading for the bar with 
Edward Quinn and Frank Kernan. later Senator of that name. 
He was a young man of very great promise. 

George is remembered only as a fine fellow who succeeded in 
keeping the small boy busy. 

Emily married Mr. \\'iilarcl :\Iorse ancl resides at '.\Iillport, X. 
Y. For many years she made the home of Col. Green attracti\·e. 

Stephen Beers, born 18+0, passed his youth upon the farm. In 
1861, he enlisted in the +8th Regime11t, X. Y. \'oluntetrs, Colonel 
James Perry, which commalld was with General Thomas \\'. 
Sherman's successful expedition to Port Royal, S. C. Later, was 
in Norfolk, \'a., as a member of Xorfolk Briga,[e Bancl. l'pon 
being mustered out, in 1865, he obtained emplo·,ment with the 
Fall Brook Coal Co., at Corning, X. Y. In '.\larch, 1S72, he 
removed to Pittston, Pa., taking charge of the mining operations 
of the Butler Colliery Co., and is no\\' eng:igecl in anthracite coal 
mmmg. After Gro\·er Cleveland's inauguration, he was appointed 
postmaster of the city, during \Yhich term he wcis instrumental in 
establishing the free delivery system in its local postal sen·ice. 
In February, 1894, he \Vas elected Burgess of \\'est Pittston for 
a term of three years, altbottgh opposed in politics to a /a1gt 
majority of his constituents. The verdict. upon his retirement, 



was like that rendered upon his finishing his term as postma. r, 
"the best we e1·er had.'' He was a delegate to the Democra 
Sound l\Ioney Co11\'et1tio11 at Indianapolis which nominate 
Palmer and Buckner. He considered it a very high honor to 
meet and act with so many distinguished Democrats, who, while 
not expecting to elect any ticket placed in no•nination, were 
there to put the seal of condemnation upon '' Bryanism.'' He is 
Past Eminent Commander of Wyo,ping \'alley Commandery, K. 
T.; a rne1:1ber of Xugent Post, G. A .. R. ; an original trustee of 
the Pittston Hospital Association; one of the executive committee 
of the Twin Shaft Relief Fund: a member of the New England 
Society, which meets annually in Scranton; of the \Vyoming 
\'alley Historical Society, and Wyoming Monument Association . 

. -\ daughter, Anna Elizabeth, born Corning, N. Y., August 5, 
r 868, married Charles S. '.\Iorrow. of Towanda, younger son of 
President Judge Paul D. :\Iorrow. They removed to Duluth, 
,vhere he died of appendicitis December, r 893, leaving a daughter, 
Henrietta Bennett :\Iorrow, born Duluth, June 6, r89r. 

.-\ son, Frederick Charles. born \\'est Pittston, December 3 r, 
r:S,6, educated at \\·est Pittston High School, and graduated from 
:\Iilitary School, ::\Ianlius. X. Y., after a three year's course, 
second in class in military tactics, which secured his registration 
in the \\·ar Department. \\'ashingto11, D. C., and the Adjutant 
General's office, Harrisburg, Pa. He was commissionPd First 
Lieutenant of Co. C, Xinth Regimeut, Pennsyh·ania \'olunteers, 
Colonel Charies B. Dougherty commancli11g, at .Mt. Gretna, 
April, rS99, for the Spanish \\'ar, by his Excellency, Go,·ernor 
Dau:el H. Hastings, upon recommendation of Hon. Thomas 
J. Stewart, .-\djutant General of Pennsylvania; was mustered 
out of Cnited States sen·ice Oct0ber :29, r.S98, retaining commis
sion in Xational Guard of the State of Pennsylvania. At elate 
of muster out, he was practically responsible for the proper 
preparation of the intricate papers required, his immediate superior, 
Captain Gage, being totally disabled by feyer contracted at 
that soldiers' earthly hell, Chickamauga. He is a member of 
the \Vyomi11g :\.Ionument .-\ssociation-the Xew England Society 
of Xortheastern Penns}h·ania, a Companion of the :\filitary 
Order of Foreign \Vars. and of the :\Iilitary Service Institution. 

It is deemed unfortunate that is not possible to identify and 
follow out the female line, and but few facts exist as to this 
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Yf important family adjunct. I know only of one, a Mrs. 
T ,by Bennett, long a resident of Elmira, X. Y., \Yhose maiden 

rn1e was Burt, being a neice to Ephriam, sr. 

o. EDW.-\RD, English. 
r. SA:IIUEL, English and Colonial. 
2. SA:lffEL, Colonial. 
3. SA:lll"EL, Colonial, 
+· EPHRADI, Colonial and Federal. 
5. EPHR.\L\t, Colonial and Federal. 
6. GREEX BE:--TLY, Federal. 
7. STEPHEN BEERS. 
8. FREDERICK CH.-\RLES. 
9. HE:--RIETTA BENNETT '.\Io1urnw. 

Co,·ering two hundred and sixty-fi,·e Years of onr conntry's 
history to the close of the century. 

Roster of the Bennetts in Xew York troops, Re,·olntionary war: 

NA:'IIE. RANK COLONEL C.-\PTAIX. 

Benjamin Pri,·ate \'an Rensalaer -----
DAYJD PriYate DeGarmo. 
EPHRA.DI Sergeant Fraist. 
Ephraim Private Sharp. 
Ezra Turner. 
Jesse Turner. 
Robert DeGarmo. 
Bil dad \'an Yeghten \Vood worth. 
Richard Yan \\·oert. 
Richard \Vinne. 
Richard \V ood worth. 
John ,-an \\' oert Brown. 
Abraham V/ es sen fe ls Harden l.nug. 
John \\-essenfels Thompson. 
Joseph Cc)rporal Brinckerhoff Brinckerhoff. 
Joseph Private :\Ialcol m Delevan. 
Amos Lieutenant Fisher Mc :\!asters. 
Amos Lieutenant Fisher Yeomans. 
Benjamin Private Graham Sherwood. 
Increase Private Field Heacock. 
Isaiah Sergeant Luddington Kidd. 
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X.-\:1[1•:. R.-\:\K. COLO:S:EL. C.\PT.-\IN. 
--- - ------- ---- ---

Jeremiah Corporal Dubois Gano. 
'.\Iitchell Pri\·ate Poesliug \\' estfall. 
Oli\·er \\'illett Li\·ingston. 
Oli\·er Willett Gillet. 
Ephraim \\'isner Ealy. 
James \Visner Ealy. 
Beuj :1m in Yates Hadlock. 
Francis Brown. 
John Hadlock. 
John Yates. 
Xathan Corporal Brown. 
Robert Pri\·ate Yates. 
Robinson Hadlock. 
Robinson Brown. 
Richard Yates. 
EPHR,\D[ Sergeant Hathorn McCarnly. 
EPHl<ADI Pri\·ate 
]AMES 

Jeremiah '.\fin thorn. 
THADDEl"S :VIcCamly, 
THO:IIAS 

ABRAHA:\I 

:\, •TE.-Re\·. < ;eorge S. Bennett. Rector of Crace Church, Jer,;ey City, 
says that Samuel lknnett , ., 1 married \[ary Stafford. Since going to print, 
I han, \eritied this ,tatement and tind the \\ecldin.'s of Juh· 15, 1716. She 
\\·a, called "\lary "tafford, daughter oi Amo,.'' Ephraim , 51 al,o married 
:1 \Ian· Stafford. The llalchdn deed in part e,tabli,he, thi, fact. Samuel 
lllarried in 1716; E1,hraim 1_61 \1as h<lrn in 1762, or forty-,ix years later . 
. .\,surne Ephraim, ,r', birth year to ha Ye been 1725, he \\·cnild h,n·e been 
about thirt,·-une ,·ear,; of ag-e ,d1en taken prisoner, returning hume four ye<1rs 
pre, iou, to the birth of Ephraim, jr. The double marriage with the Stafford 
familv i, aclditi<lnal continnation of the hypothesis on pag-e ti,·e, 

The al,o,·e named gentleman, 1\Titing under date oi :-:eptember 5, 1899, 
sa>'s: "I ha\·e been to \\'ar\\·ick, Orange county, this summer: I find Eph
raim Bennett joined the Baptist chui-ch there in 1769, also, S,1rah. Ephraim 
ncmu\·ed in 17iiS." So that his stay 1,·a, 1·ery briei in the ,·alley of \\'yoming. 
Ho11·e,·er, tradition sa,·s the resid<:ncc here 1,·as ior a consiclerahle time, and 
u11r oi the name ma,· lian" ren1<11·ed later from \\'arwick. 

ll. F. !Jennett, EstJ , an attorne,· in c;reenup, Kentucky, states as to the 
missin,"· Ephraim of Thomas Strait 161 He ,,·a, step-,on to Joseph Bennett 
and m1· hali brother. He came to Sciota count1·, Ohio, in the year rSrS, 
being ·then ti,·e 1·ear, old. ,,·here he resided until the se,·entieS: ,rhen he 
1·em(n·ed to Kansas \\ ith three oi his children, lea, ing four behind him. He 
has been dead se,·eral >·ear,. Hi, sons, Ebenei'.er and John and a daughter, 
l{uby, 1 married name not knom11 are in Kansas. Uf those remaining in 
( Jhio, Thomas Strait, , leceased, named aiter hi, grandfather, would nm,· be 
about ,ixt,· ,·ears old. Elizabeth, \,·idm\· \\·ith children, married '.\Ir. llurke. 
llc-r addnc=ss i,; Firebrick, Lewis Co .. K,·. :-:allie married Ir I Allen, (2) Ad
kins, address, California, l'ike Cu., < )hio. Su,an married Spriggs; is now in 
-'ciota Cu, < )hio. This ,·erities tlw entry in n1y diary mentioned on page q. 



THE VALLEY OF VVYOMING. 

Our history has shown an intimate connection with early e\·ents 
in \\'yarning; therefore, for the henefit of those li\·ing afar, to whom 
our local history is not known, I ha \·e thougb t best to add some 
additional facts. \\'e are directly ,,·est of Connecticut, along the 
forty-second parallel of latitude, and distant say one hundred and 
fifty miles. The ,·alley begins \\·here the Susqnelwnna, from the 
northwest, breaks through the gorge at Campbell's Ledge. A 
rocky barrier once existed there. at \\·hich time the ri\·er came 
down upon a much higher le,·d ami o,·er a great fall. the water 
seeking rest in a depression caused by the uncut barrie>r at 
.Xanticoke. E,·ernYhere we find e,·iclence of long submerg
ence and that it was the bottom of an ancient lake of consiclerable 
dimensions. It lies on both sides of the ri,·er and is from three 
to six miles wide. E,·ery portion of it is underlaid by wins of 
anthracite coal, ,;ome at great depth. Its industries are sen·ed by 
many railrcads: The Pem1syJ,·ania, I.,acka,Yanna, Lehigh \'alley, 
Erie, .Xew York, Susquehanna and \\'estern, Dela\Yare and Hud
son, and Central Railroad of .Xew Jersey. It is ~ridironed by 
systems of electric roads o,·er which one may tra,·el from the 
lower end of the \'alley to Carbondale. on the Lacka1ya1111a ri\·er, 
a distance of forty-fi,·e miles. 

Before the adyent of railroads, two of the State's expensi,·e system 
of canals transpurted its products, but now they would be absurdly 
inadequate. The existence of coal was known to the early settlers 
b11t no practical use was made of it until about the time of the 
Revolution, when some arkloads were sent clown and distributed 
along the ri\·er. As to whom belongs the credit of being the 
first successful user of it, has long been a subject of controversy, 
but it is belie\·ed it was first substituted for wood, in an open 
grate, in the old ta,·ern at \Vilkes-Barre. \\'e have a large popu
lation and two cities, \\'ilkes-Barre and Pittston ; also, the large 
and thriving boroughs of .Xanticoke, Alden, A.shley, Parsons, 
Plymouth, Kingston, \Vyoming, \Vest Pittston, and many others 



2., 
of less importancle, so that it is practically continuously built up. 
The Lackawmrna Ri,·er empties just abo\·e Pittston, having risen 
south of the water shed along tile Xew York line, coming over 
tl1e npper end of the \\\oming coal field, passing through the 
hustling city of Scranton, ten miles away, with its varied interests. 
It \Yas anciently reached only by pathways leading from 
Easton, on the Del1ware, from Orange County, from Sunbury, 
( Fort A ugnsta' and from the north by the Indian trail to Cath
ari:1t stown and Fort Xiagara, along which the Six Xations sent 
\Yar parties south to '.he far borders of \·irginia. 

Its pristine beauty has been celebrated in sung.and story. Early 
in the century the poet Campbell wrote : 

"( >n Susquehanna's side, iair \\'yoming; 
Although the wild tlo11er on tin- ruined 1rn.ll. 

And rootless homes a sad remembrance brim.; 
< >i 11·hat thy gentle people did befall, 

\'t:t thou 11·en once the lo,·eliest land oi all 
That sees the .-'l.tlantic's 11·aye their morn restore." 

Aud Fitz Green Halleck said : 

"Thou ""mest in beauty on my gaze at last 
On Susquehanna's side, fair \\'yomin~. 

lrnage oi a dream in hours long past, 
\\'hen liie 1rns in its hnd and blossoming." 

The old wits failed not to ridicule some of its inhabitants' pre
tensions. Colonel Dyer, returning to Xew Haven, being loud in 
praise of its fertility, was thus lampooned in the much used 
Yankee Doodle meter of that day: 

· 'Caaaan oi old. as 11·e are told. 
Its skies did rain down manna, 

llut hea1·enly food's not half so good . 
. .\s Dyer makes Susquehanna. 

A local historian "to the manner born,'' Charles Miner, says of 
it fifty years ago : "Its character of extreme richness is derived 
from the extensi,·e flats or river bottoms which extend a consider
able distance from the stream, unsurpassed in luxuriant fertility. 
Pure streams of water come leaping from the hills, imparting 
health and pleasure in their course, all of them abounding with 
delicious trout. The quail whistled in the meadow; the pheasant 
rustled in its leafy covert : the wild p.q(:~ reared her brood and 



bent the reed in every inlet: the red deer fed upon the hill5, while 
in the deep forest, within a few hours' walk, was found the 
stately elk ; the streams yielded at all seasons an abundant supply 
of fish, perch, pike and bass, and, in the spring sea~on, thousands 
of shad. Such were the common scenes when white people first 
came to \Vyoming, which seems to ha\·e been formed by nature 
a perfect Indian paradise." 

The name. originally lVa11gk lVam-a, was a Delaware word, 
and signified bt\:>ad plains. Count Zinzendorf, an Austro-Saxon 
nobleman, came from Bethlehem, in r 7 +2, as a :\foravian mission
ary to the Indians, and \Vas probably the first white man here. 
The Indians recei\·ed him kindly, but afterward planned to 
dispatch him. \\·atching him in his rude tent at now Plymouth, 
they saw a h11ge rattlesnake, which had been warmed by his fire, 
crawl across his legs and disappear. This satisfied them that the 
Count was under divi!1e protection and he was thereafter re!'cpected 
accordingly. He found the Shawnees located at Plymouth, and 
the Delawares below \\'ilkes-Barre. X either claimed so\·ereign ty, 
but were Yassals of the Iroquois or Six Xations, who held them 
under sun·elliance. Grants of land by royal fa\'or usually bounded 
by degrees of latitude and extended from ''sea to sea.'' Hence 
arose the Connecticut claim to \\'yoming lands, which had been 
so granted, but which were within the vvell defined limits of the 
State of Pennsylvania. The great territory was called \\'estmore
land. The Susquehanna Company was chartered on(i· by the 
Colony and was assisted indirectly. Little doubt exists that the 
pioneers intendeJ to can·e out a new state in \\'estmoreland. In 
1762, a considerable number of emigrants came on aud began 
impro,·ements, returning home in the fall. In the spring of r 763, 
they brou5ht their families and whole possessions. On the r 5th 
of October they were set upon by the Indians with the loss of 
twenty male settlers. The others abandoned all and returned tu 
their former home. The Governor of Pennsylvania sent on a 
force which "destroyed the corn'' left by the fugitives. Later, 
the company set off five townships, each one being allotted to 
''forty substantial citizens'' who were to '' takl' and hold posse.-sion. '' 
Among the first forty, who built Forty Fort, was Thomas Bennett. 
A little later came Rufus and others and Isaac of Preston. Thomas 
McClure, also mentioned, was here in 1 769. His son James lived 
at wilkes-Barre, and father to the second white child born there. 







He was one of the En/ans Pcrdus of July 3. rq7s. Learning of this 
intrusion, Go\'ernor Penn sent a force to expel the Yankees, who 
resisted. Here is the origin of the Pennamite or Pennymite war. 
Captain Durkee, Yankee, was with others, taken prisoner by Cap
tain Ogden, Penna1,,ite, and sent to Philadelphia. \Vith him were 
Draper, Gore, Ludclington and Thomas Bennett. A considerable 
cash compensation was \'Oted these men by the Susquehanna 
Company. In 1770, all being free agai11. "·e find Captain Durkee 
and his men besieging the fort at ;\fill Creek, where Ogden had 
left a garrison. It later capitulated with the lo,s of one man 
killed and sevnal injured. The Yankees were ahead. In Sep
tember, Captain Ogden came on and captured a considerable flock 
of settlers and lodged them in Easton jail, Pennsyl\·ania was 
ahead and the Yankees rncated. O~den, lea\·ing a garrison, 
returned to Philadelphia. On the 18th of December, Lanrus 
Stewart (Yankee) surprised the garrison and sent them soutlnvard. 
The settlers returned and the strife was kept up with varying 
results in 1 77 r. but with marked Yankee success in r 77 2, they 
controEing the locality. In i775, the last expedition pnor totht
Reyolutionary \Var, under Colonel Plunket, was repulsed by the 
Yankees, at -:--.anticoke, under Colonel Zebulon Butler. At this 
time the relations with the mother country were so strained that 
local disagreements were held in abeyance. \Vyoming furnished 
more than its proportion of soldiers for the Continental army, 
thereby uncovering its borders and tempting Indian attack. Colonel 
Zebulon Butler was in \Vashington' s army, had returned in time 
to lead the Americans at Wyoming. He passed away in Wilkes
Barre. His sons, John and Lord Butler. opened and named the 
Butler mine, which has been in operation since 1835. After the 
dose of the Re\·olution, the local strife again began, but it became 
largely a legal struggle. The final outcome being that by act of 
Pennsylvania Legislature, the individual titles of the New England 
settlers were confirmed ; yet many stoutly refused to accept. 
Colonel Jenkins, owner of the site of Fort Wintermoot, in his old 
age absolutely refusing to have any commerce with the State. 
His heirs, however accepted title. 

During the troubled years, several forts had been built. These 
were ot hewn logs, loopholed, the second story projecting over the 
first, thus enabling defenders to shoot, stone, or uald an assaulting 
party. They were surrounded by trees of considerable size, 
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sharpened at the top, sd in the gronnd ,closely together, ancl 
called a stockade. Inside this enclosure \\ere cabins, occupied in 
an emergency. All 1\"ere located near \\":lter. Fort Durkee. at 
South, and Fort \\'yon;ing at middle \\.ilkes-BJrr·e. Furt ( )gcle11 at 
or near the City Hospital, and se1·en miles north \\'ere three Pitts
ton ~tockades. On the 1ncst side, npp,,site Fort Ogden, \1·;1 . .; F<>rty 
Fort, just below the lmn·r end of :\fo::<·c:·s\' bland. Fc·ur miles 
ab01·e, ne;ir a nenc:-hiling spring of \L1kr, was F,xt \\-inter
moot. This was a Tory outfit. and to it the 1·i:·:,iiioth ~a,·ages. 
white and red, retired to rc>frcsh them,cl•·es and f,11;,,h th,,ir cLl\"'s 
butchery. Still abo1·e. at Pitt,ton Fe· ry, \\·as Furt Jenkins. its 
site now about to be ;;uiuhly rn:irked b,· our pctt:i<>!i,: b,k·s of the 
Daughters of the Ame; ic:1n RenJlt1tio11. The b;ittle uf J,1h· .,d, 
1778, in many striki:1g n·-pects, re;;emlJ!es that nf :'l!i•::;; .. ;,,k. The 
same reckless daring; di,·ide.! councils as to the \\"lS ]u:n uf attack : 
recriminations hurled at the more cautious: the la1nc11L1l,le result, 
a frightful slaughter, which might have been a\\1iclul by 1·,aiting 
for reinforcements, then approaching. It is prnh3b]e, hu\\"e\·er. 
that ii not attacked, the settlers feared the immuliatc destruction 
of their homes, consequently the hasty action. 

\Ve shall, further on, ha\·e to tell of incidents personal to this 
"·ork only. 

Lossing-, in 1S48, came here and saw '.\Irs. '.\Iyns. at that time 
a \·eneralJle lady, a daughter of Thomas Be1111ett, in 177S a young 
maiden of sixteen, in the fort on July 3. He Sa\·s: "I passed 
an interesting hour with the li1·ing chronicle of \\·yoming. Her 
memory was clear and she related the incidents of her girlhood 
with a perspicuity that el"ince,1 remarkable mental \'igor. After 
the battle, her face was painted and a \Yhite fillet bound about her 
head to protect her. She and her mother took refuge in the fort 
with their effects, Thomas and Solomon having go:1e to the Dela
ware during the night. Their house, not far away, stood for a 
week but was eventually burned. Returni11g after they left the 
valley, she during seventy years, \Vitnessed many changes.'' Her 
son became High Sheriff of the couuty. A .. son-in law, Rei·. Dr. 
Peck, a prominent minister, long connected with the '.\Itthodist 
Book Concern. Her father, being an aged man. did not march 
out. Her brother Solomon, not retreating with the others, 
later made his way cautiously to the ri,·er, swimming to '.\Ionocasy 
Island, where Mr. Hollenback dfridcd a shirt and pat.ts between 



the two and they made their way to \Vilkes-Barre, and thence to 
Goshen. The year following, Thomas and Solomon were cap
tmed by a band of six Indians and hurried north. At the head 
of the rnlley they found Lebbeus Hammond securely bound. 
All hurrying on, they camped the second uifht at Meshop
pen. Bennett, sr., remained unbound and assisted in getting 
wood for the fire. The sentinel was alternately roasting ard 
gnawing a deer's head which had been killed. Seeing him 
nodding, Bennett dro,·e a spear through him, and, cutting the 
bonds of the others, they fell upon the sleepers. But one got 
away, and he was badly wounded by a tomahawk from the hand 
of Hammond. Speaking of this event, my father told me that 
Hammond met this Indian later at Tioga Point and compared 
notes of the fight. By the same authority, who had it from 
Hammond's lips: "\Vhen Elliott and I agreed to, and made the 
rush to the woods from the rock, for a time the Indians seemed 
too much astonished to pursue. I soon fell over a log and lay 
close, the Indians crossing but a few feet away. ~fy hand fell 
upo11 a pine knot with a sort of a handle, which I carried during 
the night as a weapon.'' He reached Fort Ogden, removed to 
and died in Chemung county, N. Y., about r8ro. 

A local historian, I think Plumb, says: "Solomon Bennett 
went to Canada," Is this correct? A Solomon Ben nett was at, 
and became an original proprietor of Hornellsville, N. Y., prior 
to 1800. It would require good evidence to convince me that the 
''good marksman'' of \Vyoming and this Bennett were not 
identical. I had~ a letter from a \·enerable gentleman, Mr. J. C. 
Stephens, of Cani5teo, ~- Y., who says: ":\:ly grandfather, 
Criah Stephens, was in the battle with the Indians, July 3, 1778, 
and had a brother, Rufus, killed and scalped. I can remember 
seeing Solomon. He was a broad-shouldered, stout built man. 
He came here with the early settlers. He married Asa Upson's 
widow, of ~Iuncy, Pa., whose husband was killed while making 
sugar. She \Vas my aunt. My grandfather told me of Thomas 
and Solomon Benndt's scrape with the Indians at Meshoppen. 
Ten men bought tv.;o townships here. Solomon took two shares, 
and built mills on Bennett Creek and was the number one business 
man of the place. He went to New York and began speculating, 
failed, came home and died and was buried in his father-in-law's 
private burial place about 1820." 



Thomas Bennett had a son, Andrew, who had John. father to 
Charles, who was born near Kingston, 1Sr9. Charles was an 
attorney-at-law, passing away in 1b66. I belie\·e t\\'0 de~cend
ants sun·ive in \\'ilkes-Barre. The death of John was some\\·hat 
tragic. He was not strong. and his house. built upon the original 
site, taking fire. he was remo\·ed and placed upon a chair in the 
slrnde of a tree. The excitement m·ercame him and he cliecl of 
heart failure. 

Ishmael Bennett, born 17 30. rem,i\·ecl frotn :R.lwde bland to 
Conneccicut, and, about 17,0, to the \',t!ley. .-\fter the battle, 
with others he went to Connecticut, afterl\·ard returning, \Yheu he 
took for his second wife .-\bigail Beers, \,iclo\\' of Philip \\'eeks, 
who was slain at the massac:-e. and sister to the Fairfield Beers 
mentioned helot\'. He remo\·ed to Ohio in rS1fJ. attainin; an 
advanced age. His son ::\'athan li\·ecl in \\'ilkes- Barre. as late as 
1872. ::(o effort has been made to trace th"' relationship. which 
undoubtedly existed. ( See Kulp.) 

Is:1ac Bennett. of Preston. Cun11., who pnrclu,;ed half a ,;hare 
in the Susl]Uehanna Company, which entitled him to ah()ut fi\·e 
hundred acres of land, was here in 1769, and his name appears 
on the roll of those \\'ho agreed to "man their rights." There 
were also several Pittston Bennetts, whose de~cendants are still in 
the Yalley. 

The \·irility of the race is e\·idencecl by its wide di~tribution, 
emigrants not alone coming to Xe\\' Engldncl, but settling in the 
Southern Colonies. I think Sir Richard Bennett to han: been 
GO\·ernor of \·i,ginia in 16.5-1-. "\'irgi11ia Genealogies." by 
Horace Edwin Hayden, ).I. .-\., shows marriages bet Yeen the 
Bennetts and the old \'irginia families, the Peytons, lewises, etc. 

I have in my employment a Yery decent a11d industrious colored 
man, who came from ~orth Carolina tc, work upon a new rail
road, upon asking him how he obtained the name Robert 
Bennett, he said it was that of his father's old master, who came 
from Rhode Island. Perhaps at first a ''Yankee school master,'' 
but more likely an agent or m·erseer, who c:cquired land and 
property in men. 

As at Goshen, the bones of the slain were uncared for during 
a long period. About 18-1-2 a number of ladies f<Jnned an associa
tion for the purpose of completing the long discussed hut neglected 
work of erecti1,g a suitable monument. They organized the 
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\Vyoming .'.\lonument Association, and, by their energy and 
patriotic devotion, the necessary funds were secured, and the shaft 
under which rests the mortal remains of the heroes, finished. 
It is of granite blocks, sixty-two feet high, and of striking and 
noble proportions. Cpon marble tablets are suitable inscriptions, 
with the names of the fallen. It is certain that all who fell are 
not so honored, as, for example, the two .'.\IcClures. Very many 
names are there, common in the southern tier of Xew York. 

An additional historical fact, of interest to my readers, is: ( I 
quote l\Iiner,) " . ..\n old man named \Veeks, from Fairfield County, 
Conn., sent from his farm to battle seven persons: Three sons, 
one grandson, two relatives and a boarder." The boarder was 
Jabez Beers, and his name appears inscribed on the monumental 
marble. The ( voluntary) ''\Vyoming Monument Association" 
now has charge of the structure and grounds, their excellent con
dition showing careful supervision. On each succeeding anniver
sary, at ten a. m., exercises are beld there which yearly grow in 
interest. Eloquent addresses upon historical topics by eminent 
men are delivered, the whole embellished by patriotic music of a 
high order. The last meeting of all was more largely attended 
that any pre\·ious one. It was presided over by its president, the 
\·enerable Calvin Parsons, Esq., a descendant of Anderson Dana 
,,ho is there entombed . 

. \ :'>ll·:r.1,1xs FOOD B.\B\". 



THE BENTLYS. 

(2E::--;ERAL R0ELirFE BRr::--;KERHOFF, an eminent citizen anrl 

\..] soldier, residing at ~1ansfield OhiL', has produced an admir-
able monograph, which he has named the Genealogical 

Records of "The Tribe of Benjamin," uf which he is one by 
marriage. Of the Bentlys, he say,;: ''They were superior men 
in many ways. I met a gentleman recent!\· who stated that he 
had made extensi\·e inquiries about the famil_1·, awl lrnd yet to 
hear of one who became a public charge, clied a paup~r. or in 
prison as a com·icted criminal,'' and the general adds testimony 
to that effect. 

The history of ''The Tribe of Benjamin" begins \Yith \\'illia111, 
\YilO was in Kingstown, Rhode Island, prior to 1679. I am sati.c;
fied that this \Villiam was son to him of the name who died there 
in 1691, but of whom the Col<mial records giye few iacts. He 
probably emigrated about 1630 or soon after the landing of the 
Pilgrims. A tradition exists that these Bentlys were of Scotch 
descent. I have not found any e,·iclence to sub.,t:111tiate this 
belief, but on the contrary much to establish their Anglo-Saxon 
origin. There may be Irish and Scotch Bentlys, hut not in tltis 
line. 

Of the secJnd \\'illiam, General Brinkerhoff says he left children, 
W1LLIA:11 (3), James, Thomas, Benjamin and Jane, \\'hile 
rrobably correct, I have been able to define only the first three. 
His wife's name was Sarah, \Yho with her huslJand, died in 1720, 

both at King:-town. In 1679, he, with others, petitioned the King 
to "Graciously put an end to the animosities that exist in the 
Colonies," ( presumably largely religious). Septem)Jer, 1 oS 7, he 
was taxed + s., 6 ;-:, d. .-\pril, 1705, he set up, by permission of 
Kingstown authorities, a building for carrying on the trade of a 
currier. His will was probateLi in 17 20. He was a Freeman. This 
by no means implies any pre,·ious condition of servitude, but 
rather the taking of an obligation called the "Freeman's oath," 
a queer jumble of obligations which more closely bound the 
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indiddual to the worship of God and to good citizenship. It was 
always an e\'idence of good character and a high appreciation of 
ci\·ic duty, and practically created an aristocracy within Democracy. 

\\'rLLL\.M ( 31. of Stonington. Conn .. son of \\'illiam ( 2). married 
( r J :\Ian· Elliott. 
1 2) Bathsheba Lewis, widow of Israel Lewis. 

He had children by :viary Elliott : 

John. 
George. 
Caleb. 
Ezekiel. 
Elizabeth. 
Tabatha. 
R nhanrn. 
:\[ary. 

By Bathsheba Lewis: 

\Villiam, born r 7 35. 
Thomas, born --. 

James, born r739. 
GREEN ::-.r., (..j.l, born 17-1-r. :\larch 23. 
Ben jam i 11, born 1 1 -+-+· 

He died 1760. His will admitted to probate, provided that bis 
wife. Bathsheba. should be execut1 ix. He said in effect: ::\Iy 
older children ha\·ing to some extent been prm·ided for, all 
returns from my estate shall be de\·oted to the care and mainten
ance oi my youuger children, and that finally it shall go to them. 
The inn:ntury amonntecl to -1-SG,(, r -~~., consisting of apparel, 
spinning and flax wheel. a cow, two sheep, etc.,'' done at Kings
town. Some part of his life he had spent in Connecticut, hut 
had retnrned to Rhode Island. In this will, it is easy to discrl\·er 
the dumiuatiug force of an able and managing woman, in the 
person of ::\Irs. Bathsheba, who was probably a Green. and it is 
reasonable to helie,·e that the force of character e,·i1;ced by her 
descendant,.;, was. to a consiclt:rable extent, dne to her personality. 
The \\'illiam named abo\·e, was, perhaps, the distinguished didne 
,vho ministered many years at Salern, ::\fass., before the Re\·olu
tion, and was a correspondent of the eminent men of that day, 
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the Adamses, l\Ia<lisons, and others. He was a man oi much 
abilty. 

General Brinckerhoff says of George, brother to Caleb aud 
half.brother to fireen l\I., '·after the ReYolutionary \\'ar, he 
removed to \Vestern Fennsyh·ania and settled at Jacobs Creek, 
\Vestmoreland county. His wife was Jane Carson. Their 
children were: Shesbazzar, House, Jtffrey, Absolom, l\Iary, 
Benjamin. In 1787, they remo\·ed to the west bank of the 
Monongahela, i11 \Vashington county. These Bentlys became 
large land owners.'' 

Benjamin appears at Sharon, Ohio, some years prior to his 
death in 1818. They had children, all with families save 
one. They were R0bert, Adamson, Elizabeth, George, Hannah, 
Benjamin, James. l\Iartin, Shesbazzar ( Great Scott l .. -\ holia b and 
Mary. All \\·ere tall and fine looking. Adamson six feet four. 
and, Martin excepted, li\·ed to more than three scure and te11. 
They were men of influence in the communities in which they 
lived. 

Caleb. third son by l\Iary Elliott, was a soldier under a Captain 
Russell, who, with his company, joined the British expedition 
to Havana under Admiral Lord Pocoke and Lord Albermarle in 
1762. A considerable number of soldiers were leYied in the 
colonies, among whom yellow fever a11d climatic diseases made 
havoc, not fifty per cent. returning. upon the withdral of the 
British flag. \' ery recently I was gratified to recei \'e a letter 
from l\Irs. Rosa B . .Man·in, of Oregon, \Vis., who says: "I do 
not know my lineage, but I am descended from Caleb Bently, 
who married Elizabeth Spencer, they ha\·ing at least three sons, 
\Villiam, Isaac and Na than. Isaac was my great- grandfather, 
born in Rhode Island, and mo\·ed to New York in 180-1-." She 
identifies Caleb as being with the Cuban expedition, but queries 
whether Isaac was son or grandson to Caleb. Apparently he 
was born about 1725 to 1730 and woula have been thirty-five 
years old i11 1762. His younger brother, \Villiam, was born in 
17-1--1-. In absence of all positive knowledge, it would seem from 
all the circumstances that William's first family were advanced in 
years, and that, late in life, he married Mrs. Lewis, consequently 
Isaac was probably son to Caleb of \Vest Indies fame. 

As to Green l\L, who was great-grandfather to the Bennetts of 
the seventh generation, it has been said: ''He removed from 



Rhode Island to the \\'est Branch of the Susquehanna.'' His 
journey may ha,·e ended there, but it is certain that it was made 
hy the way of L~oshen, where he sen·ecl as a soldier, and where 
Ha111rnh married Ephraim Bennett, jr. It is possible that he 
resided at .'.\Iuncy for a time. leaYing because of defect of land 
title. like 111,rny others holding under the Connecticut charter. for 
all that region was claimecl by the Susquehanna Company. and 
subjected to forays from Philadelphia and Easton. 

:\'ew York archi,·es sho,Y that ele,·en Irr) Bentlys sen-eel in 
the Continental line in that state. They \Yere enlisted in com
mands raised along the Hudson Ri,·er. :\mong them appear 
Benjamin. Thomas and Green :\L It is probable that at the close 
of the war they ''swarmed"' \Yestwarcl, some to Chester county, 
Pa., Be11jamin to the \\'estern Resen·e clai1:1ed by Connecticut. 
and Green '.\1. to Luzerne county. 

Elisha T. Bently. of Benjamin, of Green :\I., has left a written 
memorandum that his grandfather married about r755. ..\s he 
\\·as horn '.\Iarch 23. r;+r. he ,rnuld ha,·e been but fourteen years 
old. too young e\·en for that day of early mar,iages. I am unable 
to "ettlc the name of his \rife and must accept the probably correct 
tradition that she was Diana Strait. This will explain the 
appear;mce of the name in the family. Hannah ha,·ing called her 
seconcl son Tlwnws Strait nennett, \·ery likely for the boy's 
grandfather. The memoranda says also that Green '.\L \Yas by 
trade a tailor. If all accounts are true it 1yotild not take nine of 
snch tailors to make one 11w11 by any means. He had sons 
Benjamin and Green jr., beside daughters Diana, Rhod:1, Hannah, 
.Elizabeth, Sarah. Here is additional confinnation of the Diana 
Strait tradition. .·\nother tradition is that a \\'illiam married a 
Green. This may \Yell be correct as the maiden name of the 
wife is unknown \Yith certainty . 

• .\n10ng historians of \\'yoming events, the year 1789 has been 
called the "year of migTation, ·· when. worn out by the harass
ment of Penns\·h·ania State authorities, very many Xew Eng
la11cl people fo1111d refuge \Yithin the borders of Xew York 
State. Green :.I. aml his family took part in this remornl and in 
that year built the first house in what is now Ashbnd town
ship. Chemung county. He ga\·e his name to Bently Creek. 
Hannah had been some years married and her family of young 
Bennetts was increasing regularly and as rapidly as Dame Xature 
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would permit, and she resided nearby for se\·eral years. Colonel 
Green Bently Bennett ha\'ing been born at foot of · · Hard•scralJble 
Hiil," at \\'ellsbnrg. in 1797. Hy o!cl papers of record at 
Om,'.go, they seem to ha\·e rerno\'ecl to .\Iillport about the same 
time. not far from r :::05. The locality chosen \\'as co11\'enient to 
Seneca Lake. The \·irgin forest m:is of the finest pine and oak 
trees, this Gting a reason that so many of the pioneers in that 
section eng::iged in 111illing lum her. 

In 1823, \'eteran tmn1sbip \\'as created. heiug taken from 
Catharine. Tioga county. (named from Catharine .\Iontonr 1. 

Because of Bently's "high ch::racter and integrity. and for the 
reason that he wa~ a '' ,·do <111 j,i,11110· a 11d so/di, r o: t \\'O \\''.ll'S,' · the 
ne,.v to\\'nship was named in his honor. He \\'as buried in a 
pri,·ate plot upon his land. Recently the people of :.lillport ha,·e 
taken steps to remo\·e the remains to their public cemetery and 
there to erect a suitable monument. It is said that he was a 
.\Iajor in the Re\·olutionary Army. Thorough search pro\·es this 
incorrect. He \\'as simply a priz•ai!', but desern:s high honor 
for all that. \\·e frequently find th::it reputed olticers we;·e not 
co111111issio11ed. Re\· . .\Ir. Hayden expbins in thi-; way: " . .\fter 
the close of the Re,·olution, ex-soldiers would naturally secure 
prominent places in the militia and haye applied to them the term 
of their rank. Later it would be assumed that they were of the 
same rank during the war. and after they passed a\\'ay the error 
would be perpetuated. 

He was, in religious matters, a follO\Yer of Roger \\'illiams, and 
would neither support nor attend any but B'.lplist preaching. This 
resulted in annoyance and yexatious ligitation, and. being arrested 
and subjected to fines. he conclucled to try a residence among the 
Quakers, \Yho also had hard lines in )." ew England. He had 
started westward ·with al! his possessions when t:1e sheriff m·er
toc,k and proposed to detain him, but Bently. hacl.::ecl by his olcl 
flint-lock mu:sl.::et of Cana(la in 1757. s::ifely com·oyecl his expedi
tion across the State line. Thi~ ..;elf-same rnw,ket rem~1i11s in 
possession of his great-;rancison, .\Ieh·il !,· I'rnstman, of Tioga 
county. Surprise was expressed when I told an antiquarian 
friend that our Bennett branch ,w:re largely B:qJtists. The reason 
is not far to seek, Hannah, the daughter of snch a father. and 
Grandmother Bathsheba Lewis, would not pern1it her lambs to 
stray \·ery far from any fold \\'here she thought best to place them. 
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The Bentlys were reputed to be men of powerful physique, 
undaunted courage and great endurance. A cane now in posses
sion of Charles .\f. Bennett, once used hy Benjamin of Green .\I., 
argues that he was a very tall man ; they were said to be ''red 
men,'· or of high color and the red or light hair still appears 
occasionally. As has been said, Benjamin, the elder son, remo\·ed 
to Tioga, Pa., with his wife, ;,fary Keeny, in 1803 or 1805. Iu 
r8r5 she died. he in the follo·,·;ing year married Jane Ottarson, of 
Bradford county, \Yhose nephe\,. was a leading editorial writer 011 

the ,Vcze1 York Tribune when controlled by Horace Greely. She 
became mother of three sons, James, Ephrain and Elisha T. The 
latter retained the house at Tioga for many year:-:, when failing 
health sent him to Florida. Returning with his wife they passed 
away recently at the home of his sors, Ephraim and Solon, who 
are engaged in a successful mercantile business in Ithaca, X. Y. 
).frs. Bently was Almira :\Iitcbell, sister to Hon. John I. :\Iitchell, 
ex-L'nited States Senator, etc. I ha\·e to acknowledge fa,:ors 
from :.Irs. Flora :\Iix no,v of Hornells\·ille, X. V., Elisha T.'s 
daughter. ~.\ daughter of Benjamin by :.Iary Keeny, married 
Andrew Prutsman ; a daughter is :\frs. Edward Spaulding, of 
Corning. X. Y.; a son Christopher, was an officer in a \\'isconsin 
regiment dnriug the rebellion. Being taken prisoner he, with 
others, \ms placed under fire at Charleston. l'pon thP approach of 
Sherman they were hurried inland and eventually escaped by 
cutting through the floor of the car. afterwarJ for weeks cared 
for by the blacks. The story is quite as thrilling as that told by 
Richardson in his ''Field Dungeon and Escape,'' and should be 
certainly pn:sen·ecl iu unfading characters. 

Green Bently, j r., seems to lia\'e remained \Vith or near his 
father. He was horn about 177S, probably in Orange county. 
His wife was Oli,·e Hopper. The date of his death is unknown, 
but in :.Iarch. 1822. Green :!II. Bently deeds to Olive (!fopper) 
Bently for :~soo and to her male heirs, viz: James, George, 
Ezekiel, \\'illiam and Elisha Bently, the one hundred acres of 
land purchased of Benjamin and Mary (Keeny) Bently "so long 
as she shall remain the \\'idow of Green Bently, jr., and in case of 
her marriage, to go to abo\·e male heirs.'' In spite of the restric
tion she later married a Captain Greenough by whom she had 
children, I think. The Bennetts to the last recognized and call
ed :.Irs. Greenough ·'Aunt Oli\·e. '' The property passed into 
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the hands of the Creenoughs and \ms occupied by them to the 
dissatisfaction of the Bentlys. 

A lady eighty years of age, ~!rs. :.Iargaret Craig, residing at 
Clay Center, Kansas, writes: · ·Grten Bently. jr., was my father. 
He died when I \ms three years old.'· 50 that the elate of his 
decease was about 1820, or say tlnl..'e year;; before his father. She 
continues, "Ephraim Bennett's wife \ms my aunt, the only one I 
e\·er knew : her name ,yas Hannah. :.Iother had six boys before 
she had a girl. :.Iy oldest sister \ms born in 1 S l 1. :.Iy older 
brother married Eunice ::Sichols. Daniel Thompson's first ,,·ife 
was sister to my brother James' wife. Brother Ceorge married 
Lucinda Cle,·elancl. Ezekiel "·as neYer married, being ill of an 
incurable malady. :.Iy brother \\-illiam married Captair, Green
ough's oldest daughter. Experience. ~Iy sister. Esther, married 
his oldest son, DaYid Greenough. 1Iy younger brother, Elisha, 
(not Elisha T., _they were cousins) married a woman in Pennsyl
vania by the name of Bethia SchoonO\·er. He died the husband 
of :.Iary :.Iitchell. :.Iy sister Eunice married first Elihu Lane, 
second Trumbull Page. I first married a man by the name of 
\\'illiam Tiers. Jfr xrn11d;i1!/1rr ~,·as lit<'l(,;-!tf m11d1 o/. \\·hen I 
was in Ohio there was a preacher there named Joseph Bennett. 
He came to see one of Green Bently's girls. \\'hen he saw me 
he dropt into a chair and cried. :.Iy father w:1s a Free :.Iason, 
and was buried in that style.·· She says there were te11 children, 
but as shown, accounts for but seven. 

I am thus careful of small matters as there may he many whom 
they ,vill interest, and who may be able to build npon them. 

This Bently record is brief as relating partict1larly to our branch 
of the family, but if the history of all the descendants of \\.illiam 
(2) could be written, I am certain it would clo us iW discredit. 
The vital statistics show that they married into many of the old 
New England families, a \\'illiam marrying a :'.\Iary Houghton, 
prior to 1700. I gi,·e below the roster of soldiers of the name 
during the Revolutionary \\'ar in the ::Sew York line. as I ha,·e 
already done in the part cleclicatecl to the Bennetts: 



The Bentlys in .'\e1Y York line: 

:--'" .-\.:ll E. RA.'.\"K COLONEL C.\PT--\.IX. 

Oli,·er Lientenat1t \·au Rensalaer .'\iles. 
Tillinghast Lientenaut \·andenbnrg \\'heeler. 
Tillinghast Lieutenant Graham \'ail. 
Samuel Sergeant \'an Rensalaer Xiles. 
Benjamin Pri1·ate \'an Rensalaer Xile.s. 
Benedict \·an \·eghten 
Thomas \·an \·eghten \\'oodworth. 
Richard \\'ebster Tozer. 
Thomas \·andenburg \\'heel. ? 
Joseph \\.hitit1g Herrick. 
Thomas Whiting Herrick:. 
GREEX :\I. \\'isner Baly. 

:\11T1-:-.\itl·r .c:11inc: t<> 1"·i11t. had opµ11rtunity (I) consult a histury ui 
Chc-1nunc:·. T11lllpki11, and ~clill\·!l.'r 1·111mti,·,. publi,hed by Ed11·ards and 
E11,i;.;·n. l'hilad,·lphi,t. l'a .. 1\79. "hich rnntain, the inl1"11ing-: 

"The tir,t sl'ttic-r in tlw to11·n,hip , \'<:tvran, 11·as ( ;rei:n lkntl\·, 11·'10 11·a~ 
l111rn in l~h11de Island. r,·rn1>1·t:d t11 \\'arn·ick, ()ran.c:·t· ct1unt1·, :--,·_ \'., 11·ith a 
1 ic11· tu settlen1t·11t in \\'1·:>111in.c: \":dky. but iearin.c: difricult1· ll'ith the Indians, 
Ile- rt'Ill:tinnl at \\'am ick during tile Re1·11lutiu11:1ry \\'ar, 11·here he sa11· ser-
1·in, 11"ith the ,mny. .-\1,uut 17S-1, he n1u1·ed un to \\\·,m1i11g. The Penna
mitc- tn>11l>ies lireakin.c:· uut. the Ht·nth·s rt·maim·d unly three years. uniting 
i11 l,uilcling a boat. placing· tljl"il it theirt·ffects, they proceeded up the ri1·er, 
,·111bllllli11g thirll day, in the· t1-i11, the· liH· st11ck liein.c:· driYen al"ng the hank 
11t thl' ,trv:1111. .\t llt:ntlv Creek, he h1111ght three hundred acres of land. 
Ahllllt 1~9•" he· , .. kl, rc:rn111·in;.;· t,> \lilipurt. hlll·ing land upon 11·hich he built 
.1 lt1.c:· h"u,t· , >ll the 1n·,t sidl· 11i the higllll a)·. directly opposite the spot 
11 hl·re. L1tvr. I ;rt·t·ll lk·mh·, jr .. built the h, 111,e uccupiecl 11)· I l)i1·e , Huppu, 
lk-ntly 11ith hc·r st·c111Hl h11,band, Captain < ;1•t·en1>ugh. lk-ntly's remain, 
nu1\ lie in the pri1 all- pl, ,t. a ,-;h, ,rt distan,·c: ,11\·:ty. · · 

R°C'centh-. 11·ith John .\fcClurc· lknndt. the ,niter \ i,itecl the place and 
idc·ntili,·d tlw locati1111. it i, stiil kntlll'n a, the old Greenuu.c;h plan:. Just 
11t1rth and adj11i11in.~ i, the "l:aik-1· pla,·t·," 11 ht·n·. 111.'ar a little- ri1trkt com in."· 
ir11111 tin· l'<lSli:rn hilb. t111n: stornl till· hu111e 11f I·:phraim llennett 15; and 
11:mnali lkntll-. 



THE BEERS. 

• THIS early Colonial family was from Yorkshire, England. 
The name was originally O' Beare or Beare. of the O' Beares 
and O'Sullirnns of L'astle Beare~Han:n, Ireland. 

In 1563, it was decreed that this castle should be allotted to 
()' Donnell, fourteenth Lord of Beare and Bantry. Dermocl, born 
1526, thirteenth Duke of Beare and Bau try, sen·ed in all tile 
war5 against Queen Elizabeth. ..:-\t the hec1cl of a large force 
from his Dukedom, he cros,ed the channel to England, accom
panied by his nephew, Donnell. This particular rebellion, as 
usual. proving unsuccessful. the forces dispersed, Donnell escaping 
to Spain, dying there in 1626. 

The celebrated French :.Iarshal, :.Ic:\Iahon. claimed descent 
from the O'Sulli,·an Beares. 

Daniel O'SulliYan Beare, father of ( Schoor) :.laster Sulli,·an. 
of Berwick, X. H., the grandfather of General John Sullirnn, o( 
Revolutionary fame, later Go,·ernor of that State, was of this 
family. J\Iaster SnlliYau was a rebel by birth and training. 
After untiring efforts to restore the Stuarts to the English throll<::: 
dnring r7r6-172r-1723, he left his native Ireland for the new 
world. It is related that his wife, on shipboard 1 being asked 
· '\\.hat \Vill you do in .-\.merica ?'' answered, '· Raise Go\·ernors. '' 
Strikingly coincidental is the fact thnt her son _John became 
Governor of Xew Hampshire, 1786-87-89, and James became 
Governor of :\lassachusetts in 1808: and a grand-son, early in 
this century, Lieutenant Gm·ernor of Ohio. :\laster Sullivan was 
an accomplished scholarly gentleman and maintained himself by 
teaching, dying in 1795 at the age of one hundred and five years. 

It will be readily understood ho,v the ancest0rs of J Al\IES ( 1) 

and R:chard Be<:'rs found themseh-es in England, and ho,v it 
became much to their interest to change their religion and modify 
their ideas of loyalty. Inheriting an ad\-enturous spirit, it is easy 
to see that their descendants might seek: their fortunes in .-\merica 
as many others were doing. 
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I find the earlie"t mention of Richard Beares is that he embarked, 
date of September:!, 16,~5, O!l the ship ·' Tfzl!iam," John Lough
ram, :\faster, sailing from Gr:l\"esend, Conutr I-::ent, England, In 
common with other passengers. he took, befr,re sailing, the usual 
oath of "Conformity to the Prote<;t;rnt religion and th:it he was 110 

subsidy man.'' His age is conjectural. He presumably arriYed in 
10_,G, a11d, as he immediately assumed prcm1ine11ce in the Colony, it 
is probable that he 1\·:1s in the full \·ig;,)r of early manhood, haYing, 
been born about 1600. He left in Engiand a brother, ]A:\IF.S I 1), 
who, 1Jy occupation a mariner, 1,·as lost at sea in 1653. This 
J.un,s had t1Yo sons who later came across the \Yater to :\Iassa
ch usetts. 

Richard resided at \1:aterto,rn. In r6p, records call him 
Sergeant Beers. In I ri(:,;-,, '' Lel~enant'' Beares. In this year he 
·was appointed one of a committee of three to ''lay out the City 
of Bo,,;ton.'' This argues that he may han: · been a surveyor. 
This i,,; not a certainty but a probability, as ,.-ery frequent com
missions of this l.:ind were a warded him, the latest found being 
of date 1666. In OctoLer, r66..J., the Gu1eral Assembly of the 
Colony · 'Granted to Leften:int Beers, he ha\·ing be,en one of the 
first settlers in the Colo:1y and ha\·ing served the country twice in 
the wars against the 'Peckq;_10tts,' the said court deemeth it fit to 
grant unto the said Lefte11ant Beers three hundred acres of land, 
which shall be held according to law." .-\.s Richard was said to 
ha\·e been a · 'deacon in the church, and wealthy for those times,'' 
he did not find it necessary to take up this land, In 1682, 
Eleazer Beers, his son and executor, for th,: benefit of bis widow 
prays the "General .-\.ssembly for Liberty to lay ont three hun
dred acres of land formerly granted Richanl Beers.'' This of 
'.\Iay 27th to which "humble prayer" assent was gi,·en. 

In 1675, Captain Beers, was Deputy in the General .-\.ssemhly 
as he had been for thirteen successive years, baying been made a 
Freeman as early as 1637. He was marked present at the ses~ion 
of July 9, 1075. 

It a digression, but I can not refrnin from gi,·ing some extracts 
from the proceedings of the General Court of :.Iassachusetts Bay, 
of which Richard was a member. 

.\t session of :.larch r, 16-1-1 : 
"John Dane, for making an Indian dnmkc, was fined five 

shilling-s, 



Jane ,.\bell was presented for being d1111!1,x. It being a mistake. 
she was discharged . 

.\Ir. Edward Tomlins, retracting his opinion against sin1.;i11,~· 111 

d111rd1, was discharged. 
Boston is enjoined to mend their I high) ways upon pain of 

paying ~\wnty shillings. 
The wife of Robert Le,yes, for cursing the name of Goel, \\·as 

'censured' to be \Yhipped. 
1'he wife of Richard Carter appearing, she ,ms admonished and 

enjoined to bring her husband to be bound for her good beha,·iour. 
DaYy Heckburu, for his misciemean0r anrl foul miscarri8ge, 

\\'as 'censured' to be se,·erely whipped and to \Year an iron collar 
till the court please, and to sen-e three weeks longer.·· 

Stern if not ex8ct justice, surely. 
Conflicts with the Indians began \Yith the Fequo/ts about 1 r,.,7 

and continued for a long time. Thirt:·-eight years later that 
known as r...::ing Phillip's war broke out, resulting in the nws~r!crt: 
at Hadley and many other atrocities. ::\"orthfield \\'as thre,1tc11t:d, 
and Captains Lathrop and Bens, from Boston, ,Yith their colll· 
mands, marched promptly to its relief. Captain Beers' company 
proceeded slo\\·ly, hrn·ing ox teams drawing carts loaded with 
surplies. At the steep crossing of a smaJI stream. still callee! 
Bloody Creek, they \\'".re set upon and Captain Beers and t\\'enty 
of his men slain. (See Boclge's History of King I'hillip's "\\'ar. i 

Thus th~ gallant gentleman \Yho hacl been · ·out against the · l'eck
<JUotts' twice," exemplified the saying, "the pitcher that goeth 
often to the well ,;hall be broken at last.'' 

"\\.bile ,Ye are not directly descended from this old Captain, let 
us hope and trust that we are not de\·oid of the energy ancl courage 
that sent them out in arms for the right, nor gro\\'n degenerate as 
the centuries htn-e passed. His son Elnathan, \\'ho e,scaped, was 
Ensign in the company and serYecl later under Captain Sill, 
Richard's successor. His wife was named Sarah. His children 
\\'ere Sarah,Sarah (2 ), Mary, Eleazer, Judith. Elizabeth, E!nathan, 
Abigail. 

James, jr., and ANTHONY ( 2) had come to • .\.merica. James 
and his descendants are not identified. ANTIIOXY, our Colonial 
ancestor, was at \\'atertown, .\I ass., and a Sergeant in the Indian 
wars in I6..J-9. He remoYed to Roxbury, .\Iass. in 165::::: in 1659, 
to Fairfield county. Conn. H~ was, likt::: his father, a mariner, 



and, like him, lost at sea; date 1679. His wife was named 
Elizabeth. Their children were : 

ELIZABETH, married Goodin. 
BETHIA, married Mettup. 
1Ll.RY, married Smith. 
S.UffEL. died in infancy. 
ErHRADI, born 16+S. 
Joax, born 1652. 

E:-;THER. born 165..J.. 

S.-\.'.\IFEL B., born 1657. 
B.-l.RXAllAS (3), born r 658. 

D.\RX,\B.\S U) married Elizabeth \Vilcoxson. She died 1688. 

He married a second wife, name unknown. He had : 

Elita beth. 
Xat'lrnn. 
JOSL\H (..J-). 

Josr.\H (+), born Stratford, 
Elizabeth l'ffoot, :\fay ro, r 7 17. 

XATH.-\.X, 

BARXABAS. 

J os r.ur, j r. 
\ V l LL LUI. 

S,\:'ll\'El,. 

Rcnr. 
STEPHEX ( 5). 

T.\B.\Tl-L\.. 

Arrni-:R. 

Conn., .\ugust, 1693, married 
They had: 

Rev. ::'\ a than Beers was of Stonington, and, although an aged 
man and a non-combatant, was beaten so severely that he died dur
ing the raid upon the Long Island coast towns, in }fay, 1778, by 
the British under Sir Henry Clinton and General Tryon. Another 
Xathan Beers became a Lieutenant in the third Connecticut Regi
ment, Webb Continentals, and in i783 was retired upon half pay. 

Josiah, jr., in li78, was appointed En5ign of the second Train 
Band of the Fourth Regiment of the State ot Connecticut. 
Later, he was made a Lieutenant by State authority. (Assembly 
Records.) Of this second company, Samuel Uffoot was Captain. 
They were probably cousins, inasmuch as Josiah's mother was an 
Cffoot. 
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STEPHEX (.)!. born December l), 173-1-, died June ItJ. 1~15: 
marrierl Anna Benjamin, ,\"110 died June 181S. They had: 

Isaac, horn ,\pril, 1667 : died 1G71. 

STEPHEN 161, born January 2-J., 1771, \Yho died c\ugu,;t 
q, 1S-1-6. 

:\fary Bliss, born September 11, 1773: married Comfort 
Butler; died in 18.52. 

Anna, born June 3, 1775; married Dr. Payne. 
Theoc!ocia, born June 2, 1779: died about 1S-1-5: married 

Seymour .\dams, said to be one of the Xew England 
family of that name, a n~ry polished and accomplished 
gentleman, and a musician. 

I ucy, born December -J., 1781; died 1817; married RoLert 
Grant. 

Of the above, the writer recalls only Theodocia. who, in 1845, 
was a \·enerable and lo,·ely lady. She had been for years widowed. 
with sons and daughters. She resided about two miles east of 

• the Bennett home with a son, John. Another son resided ten 
miles mvay. A daughter was :\Irs. \\.illiam R. Smith, whose 
husband was an early banker and merchant at .\ddison, X. Y . 
• \nother married :\Ir. Xelson Cowan, late of Corning. ..\ :\Irs. 
Downs, whose husband was in business in Ha\·ana, remo,·ed to 
Xe\v York City, where the writer's mother ~ometimes Yisited, but 
she may not ha\·e been a daughter to Theodocia, but surely a 
cousin of the seventh generation. The Grants li,·ed not far from 
Ithaca, Franklin and his children being musicalllr' gifted. George 
resided at :\Iecklenburg, where his descendants now are. 

It is regrettable that our facts are so meagre with respect to such 
close relatives. Perhaps others into whose hands these pages 
come, may be able to supply them. 

STEPHEN (6), born June 2-J., 1771; died August 14, 18-1-6; 
married Elizabeth Dads. ·who died at Danby, X. Y., :\larch 6, 
184-J.. She was daughter to Stephen Da\·is and Elizabeth Thatcher, 
and born in sight of sight of Horse Xeck, Conn., where General 
Putnam rode down the rocks to escape the British. Henrietta 
Bennett Morrow has a piece of jewelry gi\·en her before her 
marriage bearing the initials of John Dean, an early sweetheart. 
A precious heirloom. The lettering is in quaint, old fashioned 
characters. They had : 
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Josiah, born March, 1798; died May, rS.+o; married Clarissa 
Clark. 

Mary Thatcher, born January 15, 1800; married Seba 
Canfield, Esq.; died December 23, 1823 . 

• \.xNA, born Xovember 20, r8or; died January 2, 1876 ; 
married ( 1) Reuben Tyler. 

( 2) Green Bently Bennett. 
Isaac M .. born February 21, 180.+; died March 31, 1873; 

married ( 1) Caroline Patterson. 
( 2) Charlotte Patterson. 

Stephen Davis, born March 11, 1807; married Ann Eliza
beth Thompson; died February 6, 1870. 

Frederick, born l\Iay r 1, 1809; died August 23, 1879 ; 
married Cornelia Smith. 

\-Villiam Pitt, born Xovember 12, 1812; died March 31, 
r 8-t r ; married :\Iaria Judson. 

ORIN DAY, born January 7, 1818; died August 5. 1819. 
Abner Beers of Josiah ( 4) married Hannah Beards~_v. 

They had: 

Jabez, born 1763. 
Elizabeth Abigail, married Abner Judson. 
Lewis, born 1768 ; married Phoebe Curtis, 1793. 

Deacon Jabez Beers, son to Abner and Hannah, married Betsey 
Howley, 1786: ~~econd wife Harriet ---- He ,vas Deacon 
of Stratford Church, remm·ed to Danby, N. Y. He had : 

Harriett, born 1787. 
Betsey, born 1789. 
Harry, born 1791. 
Harriet, born--. 

Harry removed to and lived at Danby. 

As the Bennetts and Bentlys migrated to Chemung county, X. 
Y., so there seems to ha,·e been among the Beers and others, a 
hegira to the Yicinity of Ithaca, in Tompkins county. The 
locality chosen for settlement was in a broad, well watered, gently 
sloping valley upon one oi the principal highways between the 
head of Cayuga Cake and the Susquehanna River at Owego; its 
drainage being north to Cayuga Lake and down the beautiful 
Buttermilk Falls, south of Ithaca. 
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s\t Danby Corners, STEPHEN r r, 1 built a large and commodious 
house, together with a sawmill, and in 1,-,--1-0 a considerable town 
had grown up. Here had gathered, beside the different Beers's, 
the J udsons. Beardslys, Curtises, Clarkes and other Connecticut 
people whose names the \\"riter does not recall. but most of them 
were related to his mother in some de5Tee of cousinship. .-\s he 
remembers them, they were culti\·ated. resen·ed people. anci the 
noisy small boy, being fr07en by them, did not at all enjoy calling 
with his mother upon them. I now think they must ha\·e been 
\·ery nice. As to the religious leanings of STFI'HEN ( (,) family, 
they were between the :.Iethoclist belief ancl the Presbyt<::rian 
doctrine. 

Dr. Le\Yis Beers, being- well to clo, ga\·e a site and built a church 
at South Danby, \\"here for many years he taught, or cau.~ecl to be 
taught, the clvctrines formulated by Emanuel Sweeclenborg. ancl 
which. with the best teachings of modern spiritualism, has clone 
so m nch to change aml broaden religious thought a11cl to teach 
thoughtful people that it is but a step acro;;s the line to tlle unseen 
and abiding land. Isaac. Stephe:1, Da\·is and Frederick recei\·ecl 
Dr. Beers' teaching, and from ;;uch a small begi1111iug has grown, 
it is said, the yery a<lrnncecl religions ideas among the faculty of 
Cornell l'niYersity. The old church only remains as to its \\"alls, 
but its wa\·es of influence, it is hoped. are still spreading. 

Lewis Curtis, Esq., who married a :\Iiss :\Iills. of the Corning 
family of that name. grandson of Dr. Beers, liYed at the old 
homestead. .-\.s to the children of STEl'HEX ( (1) : 

Josiah resided at Danby Corners. He had a sou, Stephen 
Clark, who married :.Iary :\Iunson, remo\·ing to 01Yego, X. Y., 
where his descendants are. and a daughter, .-\.ngeline, now of 
Ithaca. 

~Iary Thatcher Canfield resided at South Danby. They had a 
son. Orrin Day, who died, unmarried. December 2S, u-qs, aged 
twenty-three years. A daughter. Augusta :.Iaria, born June rs, 
1820, married Thomas Phillips, now of \\·a\·erly, X. Y. She 
died Xovember 12, 1872. hadng been mother to a family of three 
sons and five daughters. She was an accomplished lady of most 
charming manner and many ,·irtues. 

AxxA had sons and daughters, Lorenzo, Reuben, Elizabeth 
and Amy. Lorenzo Tyler married Emeline Bagley, removed to 
Michigan, where he died January 20, 1S75, aged fifty-seven years. 
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His wife suffi\·es him, also a son, Morris Sanford Tyler. Reuben 
died, unmarried, April r, 1863, aged thirty-eight years. He is 
buried at Harnna, X. Y. Elizabeth married John 1IcClure Ben
nett, February 3, rS..j.8. She died _September 3, that year, about 
the date of the death of George Bennett, during an epidemic of 
typhoid. Amy, born August 22, r.S22, married Charles Keeler. 
She died October 8, 18..j.S, leadng a daughter_ Sarah, who, born 
r,'>..j...J., married Jtilius :',fanning, ,Y110m she survives. She has four 
children. .\NX . .\, in 1839, married Colonel Green Bently Bennett, 
remo,·ing from Danby to :,Ioreland, X. Y. By this marriage she 
had one son. Stephen Beers Bennett. 

Isaac :'tI. resided in Ithaca, X. Y., and was engaged in lumber 
dealing. He was highly respected and consich:rd one of the 
solid men of the town. He married Caruline, and ,iite,wn,d 
Charlotte Patterson, sisters to Dr. Patterson, a le;;uing physicim1 
of Ithaca. His collection of Sweedenborgs works was bequeat!1el1 
to Cornell 1·11i,·ersity. 

Stephen Da,·is retained the old homestead and car.;d for his 
parents in their declining years. He later went to Gale!':burg, Ill.. 
and resided with his \,·idowed daughter, Elizabeth Anna Ruger, 
\\·hose husband, Francis, was a nilued officer in the war between 
the States. At this writing, '' Aunt Ann'' still surviYes at an 
ach·anced age. at Galesburg. Their eldest son, Frederick Josiah, 
resides at Carroll, Ia. He married Louisa Griffey. Their 
daughters are in the northwest and are married well. Isaac 
Aimer married .-\.1111a S. \\'oodwarcl. They ha\·e no children. 
He resides at c\naconcla, Cal. \\.illiam Dads. born January r, 
18..J.r, died rS67. Had been a soldid in the then recent war. 
Augusta ::-.Iaria, born r S..j.(,. married Francis Hicks, a banker at 
Cheyenne, Xeb. She died of consumption October 26, 1884. 

There are descendants-Cora Bell. born February 19, r S..j.S ; mar
ried J amcs S. \\.hittaker, of Penn Yan : died August, 1895, 

leaving one son. 
Frederick, born :'tiay r r, 1 So9 ; marri ~d Cornelia Smith : <lied 

August 23. 1897. She was sister to :,Iartin Luther Smith, who 
graduated from \Yest Point high in his class. Ha,:ing married a 
Southern woman, he cast his lot \,·ith the Confederacy. .-\.s show
ing the horrors of ci,·il war, he met upon the field many of the 
sons of his boyhood's associates, his nephew, :,Lutin Beers, 
giving up his life for the t·nion muse. Frederick was for many 



THE BEERS. 

years a successful physician of the old school. Later, he remon~cl 
to Ithaca, and embarked in the lumber business with his brother, 
Isaac l\I. His younger daughters, Lucy Clarissa aud l\Iittie, 
retain the home in that city. Joan Clara, born Xovember 28, 

183+; died April 27, 1897. She married George Xourse, Esq., 
\deceased August 1899). They had a large family, ,·1z. : 

Frances Luther, married Lottie Judson. 
Frederick Beers, married Belle \\'illiams. 
Louis Adrian. 
1Iartin Leigh. 
Sarah Cornelia rdeceas.-cli, marrid James Hillick. 
Ed win . .\gustus. 
Arthm \\'illard. 
Burt Liucc,ln. 
Ralph Farrington. 
Jennie Louise, married William l\Iorrison, now of \\'il

mington, Del. 
Lucy Edith at home 

\Villiam Pitt, born Xovember ro, 1812; married :-IariaJuclson: 
died March 31, 1841. She is of the family pre,·iously mentioned, 
and still survives at Danby. They had William, born ri>_;,: 
Caroline, born 1840, neither married. 

ORRIN DAY, "much belm·ed" as was natural under the circum· 
stances, born January 7, r81S; died August 5, rS19. 

Our descent is, therefore : 

James 1 1), English. 
Anthony \2l, Colonial. 
Barnabas \ 3 l, Colonial. 
Josiah (4), Colonial. 
Stephen (5l, Federal. 
Stephen (6). 

Anna Beers (Tyler) Bennett 1 71. 
Stephen Beers Bennett (SI. 

Frederick Charles Bennett (9)

Henrietta Bennett Morrow (Lo 1. 

reaching back at least, in America, two hundred and fifty years. 

:\'oTE-D,mby \'illag-e \1·as at first called Beers settlement. Among- the the 
earliest comers were Abner and ~tephen Beers ( 61 \\'ho \1·as the first Super· 
dsor oi the tm\'11. Abner kept a ·sture in 1806. The jl()St-otlice 1 ,eing- es tab-
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lished in rS02, Dr. Le11is Beers became postmaster, until rSrr, 11hen Jabez, 
his brother, took the office. This migration took place in r~97, from Strat
iord. Fairfield county, Conn. Dr !leers became 1·ery prominent in to11·n and 
county and <Jccupied the place mrned by E. L. B. Curtis, Esq. He 11·as first 
Justice of the Peace, receh·ing his commission from Hon. Daniel D. Tomp
kins, c;D\•ernor. His brother Jabez succeeded him. He 11·as a member Of 
the Legislature, President "f the ( h1·eg-o and Ithaca Turnpike Corn pan>· 
until rS-11. and first pastor of the Xe11· Jerusalem Church ISweedborgiani, 
11 hich faith he ad<lptecl in rSr3, and 1rns iollo\\·ecl in its ministry by Re1·. Dr. 
Bro1111. In all his public positions he eYinced an unfailing desire to do his 
11·hole duty, and died at eighty-three, hm·ing filled the full measure oi a 
usdul lift:. ln rS05, he lirought from Stratford his parents, .-\lmer and 
l lannah. 1vith his brother ;\;atlwn. The aged cnuple passed a\\'ay r8r6-17 . 
.\bout 1Su5-6, came Josr:ph Judson, :\athan Adams 11·ith his brother Stcymour 
and \\'iie, and Comfort Butler and wiie. 1The history oi Tompkins count,· 
abon:: quoted. 1 

\\ e k1,·e mentioned a tradition that Ephraim 1-1) went to Ohio 1,·ith Joseph, 
his son;-another that he 11·ent with D,!l"icl to Ho11·arcl. It seems that this 
last statemr:nt is correct. and that the Baptist ministers 11·ere Thaddeus and 
Joseph. f lo1n::n·r there 11·as a Joseph (5 I who re11101·ed to Indiana about 
rS2<>. 

{ ·nder date oi September Ir, Hon. B. F. Bennett 11-rites, clearing up 
,-«,me points touched upon. He is son to Re\". Jostcph Bennett oi Thad
,kus uf Ephraim 1 -1-) and married Eunice, daughter oi Green .\I. Bently, 
sist<:r to J-fonnah, wiie oi Ephraim I 5 \. His statement accounts ior Rei·. 
Joseph's interest interest in "one oi Green Bently's girls," as stated by .\[rs. 
Craig-. He says that the mother of Eunice \\"as sister to General ;\;athaniel 
( ;reen, ui Ren,lutionary fame. I consider this in part doubtful yet that 
.\l rs. l)ath,heha I Le,1 is I Bently was a <_;reen and her children cousins to the 
( ;eneral. Circumstances also confirm the tradition. Rhode Island people 
irorn \Varn·ick transplanted its name to Orange c"unt,·, X. Y. Green .\l· 
11·as oi l,oth \\' arn·icks. ( ;eneral :\athaniel Green ,1·as horn in the first named 
placr: in 17-16, Lreen .\!. in r ,.p. \\'illiam 1 :,' married late in liie, .\!rs. Bath-
s lie ha bearin.c.?: \\' illiam 1.j\, her first s"n in 1735. It is not of course impossible 

· that the relation oi brother and sister existed, but it is more nearly certain 
that she 11·as sistt:r to the iather, \\'ho \\ as an "anchur smith," at \Yanl'ick, 
11·hich trade :\athaniel 11·as taught. lt ,1·oulcl further account ior the intro
duction "f the unusual name <~n.:en in the iamily, ·,d1ich is 1H,1,· borne in 
in the t:ighth generation. In r 76S, :\atkmiel Lc:came a member of the 
Colonial Legislature. His military genius h<.coming- knmrn. in r776, 
C<111g-rc-ss rnadc him a .\Lijor (;r:nc:ral and l.c becanie the "rig:ht hand oi 
\ \"as!Jin;.:ton," taking- conspicuous part in 1:·,e battles of Brandy11 ine, Cer-
111ant<>11·n, (;uiliord Court Huus,·, C;u11clt'n, S. C., Fort Xinety-six and 
Euta11 Springs, 11·hich r:nded the 11·ar in the South. As an honorable re1,·ard, 
C,mgress ,·<>ted ( ;eneral ( ;reen a g-ulcl medal and a captured llritish 

standard . 
.\Ir. BennHt says: "Thomas Strait llennett , 6) married my mother, and 

dic-dat Ha1·,ma, ;\;, Y. ah"ut 1S12. km·ing t,ni childrtcn, Ephraim 17, and Ruby 
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\\ ho died in infancy and \1·as buried near her iather at that place. Tlw 
11ido11·, a daughter to Ceurge .'dills, Esq., married my father, in 1S1.,. Thad
deus and Joseph came to l'orts111outh, Uhill, \1·ith Ephraim in rS1,'i, the lattl'l' 
marrying Rachel. daughter tu Juclar :\lead. irllm :\e11· York State, by II lw111 
hl" had a large ia111ily, most dying· in childholld, Thaddeus 11as a l\aptist 
111inister as 11·as also Joseph, the first dying in rS,-q. Jt1seph sern·d in th,· 
11ar oi 1Sr2, under a Captain ~llhles, company and regiment unknu11n, a, 
a substitute ior his brother Benjamin, dying at Harrisllm·ille, Uhiu, in 1S6S. 
his 11iie hm·ing passed a11·a\· in 1862, His eldest son, Thaddeus, is li,·ing at 
t:i_Cc;hty-three, the youngest, the 11Titer, is sc·\·enty. Sarah. married nan.il· 
Smith, is Se\'enty-two, li\·ing in \ ;reenup county. l .e1·ina H. marriul 
Lantz, !'. 0. addre,;s Scillta. Ohiu." The remaindt:r of the lt'tkr relatt--s tu 
his personality and in \1 hose mind the cu1-renc_1· questilln is raised by tlw 
Bc,,z·,·r t,·r11,sl/clio11, of Bennett and I )01\·ty. It simph- cuntirms the _gr;i11, I 
story lli our race:-

''They k1101\· the right. and knml'ing, dare 111-aintain. ·· 

"l gather that you are a gulr/ Z,11_1;·. Ii so. 11·e agreP on the curr1·nc1· qm·s
tion. Go\·ernment may stamp and compel its citizens Ill acn·pt papc·r as a 
le[!;al tender, but its ultimate rnlue is g:o\'ernt:d by the abilit1· tu rc·dl'l'lll it in 
the currency oi equal ,·alue to all nations. I am une oi the Bennetts in thl' 
South \\·lw is a l~epublican. l sern:d in the Federal :\ml\', in the Fiity-si:,;th 
( >hio, and since hm·e ah1·ays nited as I shot. l kne11· sen:ral <>t our na111c· 
\\·ho sen-eel on the other side 11 ho 11·ere good men. I \\ as in llllsiness and 
11·hat \\·as called a mill 111011 until the \1·ar, in \\·hich I lust my ht:alth. .-\ t its 
close I read law and ha,·e been a practicing attorney since. I 11 ;1~ L·kl'led 
delegate to our Constitutional Com·ention in 1S9u. and in 1S92 re-c-lectc-d to 
the Legislature that made the la11·s conforming to the Constitution pre, it1ush· 
adopkd. \\'as returned in 189.j and had held scn·ral min,,r ntlicc·, in n1\· 
county. \\.hile in the army I ,1·as second and first Ser,Cc;tw1t and Trainmastl'r 
in the field. I \\'as at taking oi Fort llonelson and the battle <>i Shiloh. l.at,.·r 
in the l'ro\·ost Department, enforcing the drait and recruitinCc; ni_Cc;gcrs until 
the close oi the 11·ar. :\lore pu1\·er tu the arm oi our "].;.entucky Col,mel." 

My task nears completion. It is a proper and worthy ambition 
to preserve the record of an ancient and honorable lineage 
from oblidon. In this I have at least succeeded partially. It 
is hoped that each one into whose hands this book may come 
will seek to add something to our knowledge of the subject while 
there is yet time, and at least to preserve our imperfect history for 
those who come after. 

Our ancestors, though not perfect nor infalliable in many 
respects, were a braYe and ,·irtuous race, whose love of liberty 
prompted many sacrifices and sustained them under severe trials. 
To let the memory of these men die is injurious to posterity by 
depriving it of what might contribute to promote their steadiness 
to the principles we retain, even under hardships and severities. 
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r lay the fascinating duty by with regret that where so much 
ought to be told, so little is possible. 

Beginning with the Bennett line, I could not with certainty go 
behind Ephraim, jr., uor with the Bentlys back of Green ,\I. In 
the Beers line, surety existed as tn Barnabas being a great ances
tor. It has been · 'line upon line, precept upon precept, here a 
little and there a little," until it bas been possible to present many 
facts logically arranged. Yet, the broken story suggests Dr. 
Johllson's sitnilie of the D,1ncing Dog, "The wonder being not 
that he danced well. but that he danced at all." 

Let me \·ery earnestly beg all to begin right nou•, under the 
inspiration of the new springing national life, so that at the close 
of the next century, those who come after may, as Re,·. George 
S. Bennett says, "Xot be obiiged to spend years searching dry 
records, only to be baffled and disappointed in the end." 

For many years, in Xe\v England, a more or less complete 
system of keeping ,·ital statistics has existed. In other states, 
legislation to this end is being enacted. Its importance is manifest. 
The Xew E11gland States, p:·ompted by the interest in our early 
history, has caused to be collated and published old public 
records. musty court proceedings, valuable letters, military orders, 
and of ('sprria! \·alue are the old Parish Registers, containing 
births, marriages and deaths, imperfect as they are, many of 
conrse, hadng been lost. This h::is made possible, even rartial 
success to the antiquarian of today, who must be proud to prove 
that his ancestors came in by the Xew England gateway. 

A.FFENDIX. 

The Tyro making hi~ fir:-t attempt to express himself in print 
is likely to comprehencl the p1ss3ge, "Oh that mine enemy would 
write a hook,'' for he finds himself to have committed sins of both 
omissio!1 and commission, which will not all lie upon the shoulders 
of the ''intelligent compositor." 

0:1 page rS, I re:'er to three sons of John .\IcClure Bennett, 
n,uning but two, Ephraim James and Burton Green. The second 
so:1, o~car Curtis. assumed charge of the homestead in 1875 and 



thu-; coi,tinnf.~d sc\·eral ye.:r:s, durin~· \\·hi·-·11 liis p'.lrenb. with the 
older a11cl ynungccr brotlice;·s \,·ere i:: .\.riz rna Te,ritory. After 
~heir retllrn. he was employed \\·ith a suffeyi:•g party engaged in 
ru11;1ing Lnes for the l'11ir,n Pa,.i:;c R. R in t]1e far \Yest. Com
ing- lwme, he married :\Ii~" Cn:·,1 Cuo:1, d:rn_;litcr of a girl school 
mate friend of the writer, and re,-,id<:,; ,l'itii his p:ireuts at :\Iore-
1:ind. :'.\. Y. 

Pagt' q: The Parks famih· were e,1rh· ,-cttlers i:1 Chemung 
county. at :i::d ah,-;ut Erin. the cliildre;1 o: James Parks and 
:.\Iilly Bc11!!ctt \Y~re : 

Emily, marritd Ems"n \\·ood. 
Bemijah. 1111rrittl Lori11da Deus011 . 
.._..\n12.11cld, i:!~1rrieJ ( I J (~C:'or.~e Ide. 

, 2) D:n-i i Cratuer. 
Cbarle.c, i:iarricd Eliz~b.:th TLcimvon. 
Elizahc:th uurrit·cl Jo~-i:1i1 B•_-;tsfo:·,.l. 
Cynthia :\Iaria, m1rried Geo~~e :\I. Beard, :\I. D. 

Page S : '' Gozcra! J,,/mson · s Fi/: lit': 

I fi:.cl in V,s,ing's Hi~tory, \·ery r.::cently, particulars of this 
ktttle, \\ hicl! fu'.,y explai11:o ho1,· our a1•ceslor, Ephraim 1 4) was 
nwcle mis011cr. He m·,y or may not lian, been a citizen of 
.\bssa~lrnsc:th at th\.'. tim,/ T!J'.lt l:olo!iy •,yould ho\\·en"r. properly 
bcc the o;:e t<1 tske stq,s for hi,; release. The fight took place ten 
miles from Glens Fz,l!s, \\·arren count\'. :'.\. V., and four miles 
from the head of Lake Genr;;e, not far from th::: :\Iassachusetts 
line. at a locality WliY kno\u1 as \Yil'.i:rn1s Rock. a huge boulder 
so namc:d becat1Sfc Colonel Ephrai1,1 \\'illiams, in command of a 
det3.ch111eu of Ge1,eral Juh1i50t1';; ( Lner Sir \\'illiam) forces, was 
there ;;illed, Septem!Jer 0. r755. T:1e troops eng:iged were 
French Regul::irs irom Ca1rncla. the Dominion :\Iiiitia and Xorthern 
Indi:rn:', com:11a:1ckd bY B3ron Dieskau and solclter;; from the 
Colonie,:, with a large fu;·ce of :\Iuii:1.1rk Indians under their chief, 
Hendrick, who ,,:as a1sc1 slain. C.)lond \\'illiams was in immedi
ate co1~1111:111d of his .\fas,.;acliusdts regiment. The result was a 
complete rout, a!tilougb later in t11e rby, Dir;>skau meeting John
son's 111::iin body, was dis·1s~ronsly ckie::itul, retreating hurrit'clly 
with prirnners and plunder. Colcrnd \\'illiams was of Stock
bridge, about forty years old. His prnp~rty, left by wiE, founded 
a school, which ciew:loµed i!1to \\.iiliams Coll<'ge. 

Errata : 
PAGE. UXE. READ. 

:;--1- Gebornen. 
K 3 fraught. 
8 3 It. 

16 6 Her. 
42 ,; I 769, etc. 
--1-7 37 Expunge, lll. 




