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Historical Sketc9 0£ the Bright Familg. 

A PAPER 

!<EAU BEFORE THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF BERKS COUNTY, PA., 

NOVE:.IIlER r3, 1900. 

By A. G. GREEN, EsQ. 

At the 1'l.'~Ula1· monthly meeting- of 
lht~ lli:..:l<1l'i,·;_tl ~q(•i1..·Ly ,;L lkrks cuunty, 
i1•·1t! '! u,_. . ....:1Ja.\· c:\·'-·t1ing· Su\'l.'I1llJL'.I' ]J, 

l:11,q. ~-\. ,_;. \.~l't'r:'il L~q., j>i'l<~id1_'/ll uf 

L,L' !"iociL'tY, rvali tLe i"utluwing iatert:'St
i,,:-, ;-:[i:_l: tdl (1!. die r~1·1;.;'.;r1t r':111.1iIY, in cull

l,11·1u1ty \\·ith the J l!quest of the suc.-it:ty 
11:ad~ :.1 shurl ti1n1.: c1;;;0. 1\lr. Green 
SJ_iiJ: 

I:--;THQDCCTOH Y. 
At a nH:c~tlng nf the liistorieal Society 

, 11' i :'-•, 1-.:.s cuuuty, he!d SvpLeJ;_1ber 11th, 
1,_:;1i_1, il \u-1s fnnn<-lliy voted that .:\lr. 
(_,j', __ •t·ll, tLL 1Jl't_·:.:idc1 nt uf the society. !.>e 
:·,·•111v:-;ct·il t·J pi t.·p;_ll't• a sketch uf the 
1 "i !.....:l1L j';1.111ily or lJL'rk:-: COUIHY. I U,lJ· 
prvC"iat1..~d Ll"ll~ hunu1· ut Lhi.: in\·itati1111, 

;ind ;1s I hail g-aLllerecl a lu;·)..:;e a111,iunt 
uf ~tatisti(·;J l in[1)rn1atiun cunnec-ted 
\1 ith t !11: l.:.lt'!Y as \\',~11 as tht: sub,-:cqu,_·nt 
11:~tory uf tJ·H: fa1nily, it scen1ecl lo n1e 
tu , ► il1.·( an ;'X[·t·ik:nt upf)Ul'LUniLy lo put 
1:·1y 111:Lterial iutu pcrn1anent shape. Be
~i,.\'~ Lht..• st:n~, ... uf responsibility \Yhich 
a J'l)nnal at·ceptanee i1nposed., \Vould 
'"'"~ssarily insure the fulfilment of the 
uhlig-atiun-·a stiinu1us, the ·want of 
11'11ich has caused many attempts of a 
like' eharacter to fail of complelion. 

• • • 
In the treatment of the subject. I 

have endeavored to relieve it from that 
lack of general interest which sketches 
of family pedigree necessarily involve, 
by making it largely biographical and 

historical. At the same time the fact 
wi'l be recognized that no family his
tory can be reasonably complete which 
.Jul:S nut eunu1in a list uf the narnes of 
tile individuals of Lhe family in the suc
cc:ssi\'e generations and urnler their ap
pi-upriatl.' ancestntl heaL1.s, and so that 
iL rnay not be dillicult Lo trace lhe gen
caJugy of its members to the original 
stock from which they severally de
scenUeU. 

In order to easy identification. I have 
prelixed to the names in the order of the 
se1 icral generations, their app!'opriate 
numlJ,ars in parantheses. For instance, 
tile first ge1kration is marked (1). The 
st~1:(1t1d genera Lion, consisting of ten 
JJt·i:·sons, i:-:i designated (2), (3), (4), &c. 
Thrc third and fourth g·,meraLivns a,·e 
nurnuc:red in the same way. 
.\l!CliABL BH.ECHT (OR BRIGHT) 

THE ELDER. 
The first emigrant to America was 

.\Iichael Brecht. He came from 
Schriessheim, a market town in the Pal
atinate. Born in 1706, he left his native 
town for America when he was 20 years 
of age and came to Germantown, Pa., 
in October, 1726. It is not often that a 
family is so fortunate as to trace its 
remote ancestors beyond the first emi
gration. But in the case of the Bright 
family, by the recent effort of George 
D. Bright, of Philadelphia, a great
great-grandson of the emigrant's eldest 
son Jacob, the dusty and mutllateo 



rt?cords of thE: Lutr.ernn church of 
Oi:hnt.•s:-;ht'lnt ha ,·e l.h::'ell. <.:<.1.L'd Ul!Y 
~.,._•a1 c11ed ~ll !:.otne exp~n::;'.:. From ll1t'l1l 
;t apl.Jt'!HS that a l't:"t·tdlll Christupn 
Bn.:eh: U,i:':l the~·\-' lll iu9.:0, at ll1e a~·l:'" ,1r 
~ L an.J. his w!~t' ..:\.nll4 in :u.~;; aL Lile 
a~,· ,,.f 8,1, ...it1U hall r.;n1u\·e•~ tt,al:t:r r',un1 
:'.'.<c"uciun1, \\ i:krt-: he \\·a~ l.J,_,1 n iu 1.:,c11. . . 

ThE! same reL·u1 .Js fu1 :~t-1· di;:;l'lu::;e 
thaL Chr;st1,ph 1Jn:cl1t had .a sun 
narw.d JJ<. .. ltl1a:c;et, b.:•rn Jr. 10:..:6. wl,u \Vas 
niai rlt:<l on the :!-Hl1 ,,t Augu~~- ~ti.,.'i, L•J 
...-\nr,a .\1aq:;a:·t"la Cnri::;l!~:an; tl1Jt lk 
\\':J!-i a l:uuni·1lman and a!n1<Jn1c1· uf che 
tuwr:; an-:..:. half f1JUrteen chiiU.t·~n. J.u,J 
that ~[!; Ut-..ith oC..'lUl1,·d Septe1nbcr :.1, 

l lu:i, at the ag'e ot cl!. Of the fourtet=n 
1-hll•.ln:n, the thinl was name<l Johan 
ni.:-~. He ·.i.as buTn Oc:tobt:r 12. 16G:!, an 1l 
\\US Olcll.Tit:<l July :!IJ, HJ0-1, l~) Anna 
hutlw1·int·, daughlt'l' o( HaJJS Yu=:;l 
H1;ttman. a c:1JunLilman o( th"- \"illd.;.,,:. 
AdHJtlri the children of Juhannes Brecht 
wu~ 1,11e nu.m1::d J,,i\at1n ~l~chael, w\H1 
\~ a!-: b1.,1·n. S:ly::: th2 ell u l'C'h l'(:{·,Jnl. 11ay 
1,1, 1:u•~. a.ncl wrw had for RP••nsor a-;_ bis 
;:,upt,sm 1-it~n::: .'.\I1diaeL 1l,)ff111Jr.. I: 
v:rrnld l.!.}lpe;ir t:lut J.(ih.1r.1: )li~ ha1._•l 
rlr· pri• ,1 h1:-; p:·r:-r.umen. p1"ubab1y to d1::,
tin,!,;;i:--;i1 l:i:n (nP.tl 11is L\r:.lu:t· Juhanru:.,:;, 

11~- wa~ klll1\·sn after hv kit hi:0 .1:omt-> 
.\mr:riu.t un!:; a . ..: .'.\lLc:ha-1:'l Dt't>t:ht. 

Tl.I~ ~lk\m-=:l Br~cht \\-~lS th~ e.m.i 
gt,int wlHJ t,!·:-:~ Sl·i.th~ct .ut G1:::1·n1anto1Y:1. 

l.:.i:: ~t.C:LY ::n ;:.h;ct ol:::..•.:e \\·as brter'. As 
tlk l:T!TkL1::1~ d,;:-'i!'e o.::' t!lt:' G(~n.:an t'\11! 
g·:·anr ,:,E tl1c.1.l d'.lY \\3..s. libd·t~· a.ntl b.uc..1., 
tl:e o~w f:ic:::1:-'r soon pu.:c:hed. h:s 1\'.1) 

\,·,.•:'-• \Y8.rd ·..1:Hil :1e found ftc"rtile. unuc 
c..UJJi,...d law.ls in the L2ban,,n ,·all:::y, 
hi:!'<:", at th<:" h~•,1rl \\"cl. tc:"l"S of tht: }Iill · 
lu,·h. a ;<::;,',w:1 t· :o..1ca; y tlwt !lu'.\'S into 
tZ1~ Tu!pelweken t·i et•,..: at the p: es~nt 
tu\YE ,;f ShtnJan ,m th•-: :..,c;,banl'n \·ci.1-
h_y nll't'(tJ.a, J~r, s-ettit'd. The locality 
,,a;-; l;a;y·,,·n as l:lt·icl('Jberg town:--hip, 
•.;1·iL;ln-1dy in Chester .. .-uu1ny, but b_y tlie 
:·1·~·2.n'.:-e.:a(i0n ~•f :hP cn!l!llY or ~ar.,_·,t.s 
tt:r 1=1 1-;-~~1. H bt=>('3.!Tie ·<11t of tk.• h.1tt,;-,:· 
r·onnty. ln L:~ im1:1er1latc neighborhooJ 
th'\-" ,·lJ1o.E;"l· of Sha::1ff'2rSt<Jwn. nrnY i:1 
Leharion counn.·. \\'3.!-- aftenYarrl~ \n\ll 
out by A.lpxan.d-er Shaeffer, who rd~~e> 
emigrated !rom the Pfllatinale in li .\0. 

Her~ ).Iichael Brecht first met Mar
gn reta Simone, the dauE;htel' of Jac:ob 
Sin1,1n,:-, a newly aniYed emigrant f1·0Hl 
France. Shi:- n·as !,QffiE'\Vhat bis junior 
m years. but after a short courtship 
t~1f-!:1,· were ma,ried. After this happy 
eYl:nt. whic-11 touk place :n April, 17~3. 
.:i.lr D1·echt turnt.'-d his attentllin to Chi:' 
bu:f:inP.ss of future support.. Following 
the examp!P of his neighbors he had 
aln:.,:;.;:'.y marked out a tract of Yacant 
1-ClnC.. I: C'Ont:J.ined by a sub:,equent 
:-.ur,·ey. :'8 ::icres and ,y:1,:; 111C~llf''~ in lhl" 

nch limestnnf' region of the Lebnncn 

z-
\"illlt•\·. and co,·.,..rerl wich prjm;:,,·:1! fn•·
t--:->l ,1! \1·l1ilt' nr~k and hl(·k·ll·\". \\'e g:iv2 
hf-! f" ;;i f]iagram nf the tra1:t on n·hivh 
h•· ~ ... t:le,-1 tu :sh•)\,· it c: -;urroundini.::::i. 

VIIC:"Nf /o 
• D,~ro..rt\ at N,~l,.Qal Br11h.r 11,-.d 

h-; P1tr .... 1 f,o7h I 1,., P,~n. J.l)3~,1~1 

~\r'L"': ln,q , :...: ,, c, 1!\1•.·lllng f1•1· 1h~--

~\;;1•\;::;1t!'.:;::\ !iY .. 1/i;.'\~1,1i-
1'· ',\'<)l"i~-,/ 

r111r,<. ut' , ]\1 r: .11·t 1,1·• 11n,l 
r·u 1: j·.- 1 t1< ·n. ~iuil·: :T :..'"!
rd,: 1., .,, 

i' ,1•·1 , d 
·, t·:·.1. :-::1:t L Ir•! t, · 
\·t-- .,; 111,', ,\ \ ,11 

J :r,_,: ;11', ~1n'l; 
ll<\n(•:· [<) f),ty 

··p • J•i5! h,,1,\in<.!. Oil r.lw :l.flll.1 
,,~· Jt:i,·. 1:-n. ;, ... obt.'linNI a n:t\!~11! f··,>'11 
J'l11!\. T:-.onrns and f'.1'·h;\rd P,-':'\n f··r· 
r!10 -~ :H::·,·:: he h:td ,wr·unif,rJ a~ a ~,:n1 i· r 
a:-::- ,t:1:c(l in ·.h•· r;1,_t,,nt. \Yh(<~h i:e: :·H·orrl-
, rl in P,1t,•p1 1:,11,J.. \'"!. .'<, ·;·.:: ln 
1;.!g ~fr. :;:·p,-.1_,r_ ~i,-·quin><1 p1v1·hR'-'P 
r ·r.m •hf' p,.::111,:; rw,1 ;1th(~r ;r:-ir-t:-: 11[ ':1:1<1 
in rh( s·i•-~·-, nf'i~!-.t:irirhnnrl, nnr nf 1()() 
n,r·,·,:":-::. tJv, n11it'r of 'J4 .'l<'!'•"~. rn81'i.,..,~ lhP 
i•,'.,_.YJ.~ rd' Ids la!'!,lerl E""'\:'lt""' abnut ~:'iO 
:1c1·e:-:. Ti'~' mtt1?1!r i:-: rjatr•d :-,...·r-,yemher 
~:-r]l. li'H•. fl.,rl •h1'v 1·.acnrrJr;,,J in Pat>>nt 
B,1nk. \',11. 1~. p:i.g-e 314. At th~ tim-· 1 1f 
l~i:-. lti"I \U-'•·"11.0:·. h(q (·'.l.! 1.-'11'"'!": \\"P<P :-::fill 
.Jt horr,P r,<::-,::i:-·tin~ in tf';p \Y,,l'k nf the 
f:--1rm. ,r·1,-,,h. tt~"' tl!<lP"'t "'nn. hPin2: th(•n 
~o :P,d n:n·1rl_ thP ~-0urtgt':a:t. ninP n,:u·~ 

f :,gP_ F' ·nrr1 t!l'c' fart c,f rhP Jin:'!" in 
th•• n~:,11t h..,i"l! h,--cun°1Pfl ln· ;1__r]f,•lnl'l~ 
C•\Y!H>; :-, it i"' evi.J,;nt th:it the- 1n_nrl!" in 
1•l11~,.,,1 tflnreln \Yrr•' tclkP'1 ur, fl.n<l lann---' 
Iv hl'rn1£""!' t 1P1il~'r cul:iy,i.rlnn long b~3

-

f~n·e the tif1p- ,,·n,;:; ar£~uirf'rl. 

.-'\::::: n rule 1.\"Ju:.n the rhildr~n of a farm
er ht-'<'(1'.""P of le;Zi\l f1':?"P they de~ire tn ;::,r:,t 
rJn Fri,.. t 1Jl:--'nl~ 0•h·t'.c:. artd thP f:imlly 0( 
'fi,•h,11:•l R,·""·ht fo: mrd no ex.-.P-ption. 
Jaf"r•h. t),., nl<ie:-:t ~nn, wa!" thP tlrf:t to 
1""ano. th:o , l,i ho-nP<::tPn.rl. He> '.:!'rw~ t,) 
pr,:1;1,1r>1nhiri. flll11 i!'= nin•-rl:=of1 \ri 
tht' G-P:·,n:-i.n P,l,fnrmt:'d rhur<'h of 



thdt city nn Febr:..iar:r 1;-Jl at t:1.e r.urtheast corner o.f Washington 
lO . .;l!~J.llll:cl H.itl<::"r.:1,JU::it:, a Ile-ell" and Six.th SUt:"dS. \l,'ht:'.ther a tuir.bstone 
J"c•iUL\ e l)l :h,· celc:Ut at<::"ol 
h0U.•t> L1· t'Iilla. AcL"ht 1·,~s. cic1 Jt"S, 

), JJ. tt. u.J \\-lkt1 !L:s seu.1EJ :;un. Georg,:, 
krt J-,,Jnk• ,j,,r·:, noL aµJJt.·aJ. but f:·urn 1.is 
.ad\",;-ui.:...1.,,·Li:" ,t.5))0):-CILl":l it is JlU[ 1,;.,;:,-i}" 

that :Jt• \le "l K. ,J di lli!:' li.11 lli dli.t;'C his 
lll..i]lfi"i<, Ill 1; ,-:. 111 1-;-.~--1: \\"::: finJ :\licna.:J, 
his l!:inJ ~Ull, a .·e,;t\lt"ll[ l)f lll~ {01\"ll t)f 

.H,..:au1n;.;, \.,J ·,,_.nll n 1u1·e his nnl1 ::,;.,1n, 
l't'(t;,, lu,lOlY~ 1,in:. 1J1 11.iJu, In thL' S~l.U~ 

) ear h1.:-; tu-unh s,,1,, Juhn, uw.i-rie.,; J. 

Jau~htt'I" tlt' ..\.lt'.x::inder Shaet't\~t·, the 
1',JU,1,,vr uf Sila~ll•'l:-:tu"\\"!1, and his 1·e 
11: .. 11n1n~· :-un . .:...Ja\ ill, a f,~ 1.\· years aftt.'.r. 
~n;..:;u:...c·d In l!le nL'.!1ng- bUSLnt:'.SS ,Jn the 
;:;•,nltar·· in Pl:1E.'~"J"OV1: lO\\"nsl~l]), BL'rks 
1·uut1L.1 \\·1;:ilin :.:u miles or' Sha1:::t'f.:r~-

t~~\?1·.1i-r:: dclUt:!•l~~~'."\~~~-t~,acl'.ifmf~~\"tt 
)laria to LuC.\\::g \Vitte 

!Yv,--~-,,~-. "c,1.rah t1) a ~Ir. J,H'..,~'d. 

\1 Jl•• "'''""'''.'.J,1·,u r1:>mov,,d tv Pitt" 
b1P·c: ! tI.-, yuuI1;-;-i•:-;t Uau~btt:"L' L'hri:::Litu. 
till,ls a illl;;--i:,,u1d in 1-'hi1atl-c.;.;,i11.J. \\"n,in 

·', l.· iod/ .'> \'.•;ll:c; r)f ;}P'~. f3.t'!' JL~lJ' 

[11 •_·h:-i-;i1;µh,-r P·Pl.'liin 1Jll Apni L 
is , •Tr'.t"'d in Lht' Fii·:s1 i_;apt!1-[ 

1·\tL· !1 11'· :h;tt ,-
1
~~·\:-.~~~,...nna .. -\r:·h1,:o:.':l, 

f"i n1 ·h·- 1 .. -__ 1c-nl::- .\Uc·had 
I;, h.· J·,cHl :1 I :,0 ,1dy 
Ii:-- '..i n ,t;; rnu~ :1 'l"' 

11 ••l ~I\-~ thv 1. , L ltl tj" 

\\ 1·: ,. ,J,lt·ll ,1d1 .Jll, "<.I 
l': ,ll:: • •;l,l 'V ,t., Litt•) -;,_,1·, I ;.,;y 
1, ..,_,. ·IS 1,,,, : t-1 t!r,,11-... i,1 i;t1:-

;tJ.1".illll1•;,, ,i!ll~.:-<1.111>.! ll!U~Lly vl a 

OUill~ l\C,U.tl in tho;;--~: dclj."S. ln 
7••:--t .,{ !us ch11il1t:"11 l1ad Urit't~d 

"lh- 1.hl:.,.1·11;,I -'.umki:,~. and tile :'LH.Y 
•;f I J!-it_. ',\·hi) ;,;till l"'c.''.ll:.d!11•d lpr,JbalJlf 
-"':cr'.li-: anil Clni:-t:1'.-1. lwin-2" uncertain) 
:\L·. 1.::,.-,_·J1l u,nlluilt>s tu gj\·e uµ his 
:·.tin:. <tll•i on th<:' llrh n·· )C1y 1if tll,lt 

:u· n,_, ,..;di': '.ii,=; (~~Latt' II~ ~.J.i; clt'l't:'S an'.l 
:tn, t::- 1, !1 :1·h ht: h:id lluu~ht fn,m 

Pr•t::;,3 r_1, Y ;;~t\\ ~/.'.;-~::11at~ \;si~:/•::t 
:-=t,,,,n unt·' aft--:-r tht· tiL',Hh u( 

!lis \Yife :'.Larp.ar,::,ta in r;-:-s. .~h .. 1x:ts 
l)urh:•l in rh. g·i ,1.•,·r~:-·cu·d nt H->i::>' 1 -

JJ .. •·,::; r~,__f.;,rrn .... d <'1!1Hch, at th~-.: 
·,il!ci.c.:,• nt' _H••J•l •lhl•lg, arre~\\'aL·d~ t·;1;;,.: 
:'Ii:~, ;~·.,,·:::.t,i,\ ri. Til•.'l'f- b••itig nu ~un;.::Pr 
c1nr ·,f ::i~; Ll 11iJ}"· in the n,·~;;bburhoud--
111~ snt~ John hadnia; r'lrnn.~c:-tl his i)io.t:e 
if "\~.ci1'.enl'<'" tu Frt:l!••!·il'k~burg-, n;:,w ln 
L;--bnn,111 cuumy. Pa.. in 1-;-s~. :\It. 
Br,·t--'.H :1b,,ut Lhis t!r:1e remn\·ei:, r-:1 
n\•:1drn~. \\·he-t·€' I"'.ts sons 11:ichael anrl 
.t','h•:· 1.\-t:"l'f' 1;,·in,:; with their f·1n-:.~:ic:-;. [n 
118'.l ht> makes his ,vi!l. calling :l.imset: 
in thP prefacr ":ifichaeI B1·cc'cht. Sen., t•f 
the tn\Yn of ReurJing," and on Septem~ 
b.-:-r 1.:, 1:94_ at the ripe age of S8 years, 
he is gachererl to his fathers. his re
mains b~ing deposited in the German 
Reformed burying ground, then located 

mars.ed tus g~·ay,::, is nut known, but jf 
so ,: was lust in the renw\·a! of the 
de.1J to lhl! Charles Evan~ •...:em~terY, 
am] hLs p_aC'e ~f b'!rial f' unknown. 

THE 3IRTH REGISTER. 
_-\t tht' tlt!aLh ot" DaYiU Brighl .1 

~randsun of the elder .:\lichad, in 1S46, 
tilen• \Vas found \\'1th his et(e...:ts bY 
Ill.:, son anU c-Xt:1.."Ut.ur· Franr..:Ls Bright, 
a n·gisrry vf the !li.lme::. anU 
Uir·ths ut' his sevs2ral chih.lren, and Ult: 
. ..'..1.Les of the death and place of burial 
,Jr' 111s \\'Jfe. togeLher with the dare of 
his O\', n J€at21. lt is in the form uf [t. 

l·ulun:n tJn the ;:;hafi: c-f ,-..·hich the in
scriplions are wriaen in Gtrman, rhe 
!Jdt\uin of th-e column c,nnnlenc1ng
\\"ith the :1.ame of Jacob, oldest son •Jf 
1 !1.•" emt~Tant anll euntinuing with the 
names of the other chil.dren in the (H"+ 
t~l·:· of birth-t':le top inscripuon recm·d-
1ng the name of the youngest. This in -
~l•!'ipLion, a.s the r:itht!l"S are similar, .._.x 
unl1 disc1:; umn~s-is as follu\\"::O: "In 
th•..: Yf•ar of our Lord Anno 1'7-tj, August 
l.!, n:y dJ.ughttc:r ('h:isttrn:: \\ as burn." 
Un the base :)f th,~ HhJnument is giv;cn 
til(· nanw ,if th~ dcll.'l' ::'>li:..hael. his wta,:o: 
nt' ni.lthny, <late of bi1·th and yea1 •Jf 
•"miµ:ration to Ame:·i('a; a!so the nam1:es 

his :·;..:,rher and his ,i1,·n lll.>.t-riag-t: to 
Simun-2, \Ye gi\·~ Lhe in 
a!" .it appeat·~- "'.:tlichad 

,·c1(E;-r der obi;i-ge111elten ::.o k'n
::.:drnr,.,.11 in 1lt-m Yclhr Chl"isl.lS 

l~u°c'lr:1n ~~f;:.J~~~:~i~ 1 ~l~~\·~-~~~:i~t\~~ 
L:erg :-.Lrausse. Sein ,.,.<lter \Var Jo

··wnn,•s 131·2cht bui:•gliche1· Bicwolrner 
dasac!b:c:{, ist \'OD ;;,;;:inr:t· Yate-i !and nuc11 
Pt"!::1sy!Y:lnia gekommen dem-\Jctube!·. 
1126. Hat h:et· ,·.:::rht>irath ::tn :\.Iargare:a 
~w Yabr 1~::.s. Ihr Vater wa:· Ja-cub S. 
m11!"'.e gPbn1·e":l Fntntz,)s." l)n uce ric:·ht 
,f :he ba~e 1s ,nitten the d,J..t-e of t~1e 
rlt'ath (.\larch ~1. 1718) of his •sife ~Iar
~<Hda, a:1d her burial in the cburch
Y:-ll'd t":1 the to\\"n of Heid1c:lb~'rg-; ,~ h:1e 
rm the :eft 'Jf th'::' ba,;,2- is e-iven the (1a te 
,,.l' thtc' death of 1Iic·hael Br~cht (Seri
krn!wr 1~. 1794'), a:1d. his bUl'io.l in t'.1e 
t1)wn of H.0-ad!r.g·. It is also ,\·rittE-n in 
Eni1i~h. oppnsite his place nf birth nn 
Llw shaft, a statlc'mE:nt that J.1ichael 
r~nghr, Jr., <lied August 1, 1814. 

This monum~ntaL re-_gistry mue>t h:-ive 
been made in the lifetime of :'ii!ichc:.?l 
Brecht th-e elder and after the dea:h ;Jf 
his \vife in 1178, as the i:"l.scriptions in 
Gern~::i.n are all in the same ha~dwrir
ing. except the one recording his o,1;n 
c]eath in 1794, which was obviousiy writ
ten by a different per!'WTI. At the time 
it wa:s given to the wrlter in 139".! by 
F,ancls Brig-ht. the executor of David 
Bright, the paper was yellow with age, 
very much worn, and in pieces where 



It wall' !oided. doubtiesB the result uf 
frequent handling. It has. since been 
,;:;uppl.i-e,~ wich a durable Paper bc..::k a nil 
p;aced under a gcaS!: frame- !or Eutur~ 
~res-ervation. T:1e -do(;ument ls undo..:.:.-t 
e-dJy genuin-e and L.tUstwo:-thY as to lt.i::i 
contents. a.a .on its race -~ bears strong 
edd-en,:e of lts haYing be.En in tt.e ::.us~ 
s:e-ssic,:,_ ot th~ ::Ider- 1Hc-::iae1 in his life, 
L.im::-. It neJ:t came into the ,::ustod:1r of 
his executor, Mlchal:'"1, Jr., and at :' .. s 
death wa.s taken charge of by his son 
and executor David Bright. among 
whose papers it was discovered by his 
son Francis, who \1,::as also one of his 
executors. 

But if anything were wanting to es
tablish the genuine ch~racter of th'! 
document in question, it will be found 
in the correspondence of lts statemeno.s 
with the 
WILL OF MICHAEL BRECHT, THE 

ELDER. 
Written ln 1789 ln Ger-man it was 

proved SePternber 29, 1794, before Jacob 
Bower and is on file in the- office of the 
Registe-r of VV"'ills, and contains th~ 
name.s of his ten children in the same 
order in whfcb theY are given fn che 
registry above described, except that 
the sons arl::' named first. It is a ~ong 
documen~. anC appears w be the testa. 
tor'i;: o·wn composition. As it contains 
so many material fac:s aa to his own 
life and his c-hiJdren's history. we gi\"e 
a summan.< of it \1,:ith some fullness af 
details. Be begins by calHng himself 
Michael Brecht. the elder. of the town 
of Readlng. Next he orders h1s ex::::
cutor to gn•e to earh of his ten children, 
viz., Jacob, r.eorge. Michael, John. Pe
ter and David, and his daUg-hters Kath
arine Sheetz. Marla Wittemeyer, Sar:1h 
Jones and Christina Pitchin, as mu.en 
ai:; he shall h-erea~ter direct He then 
,gb:es Jacob five shillings beca.use he is 
his first born son; and after redting 
:hat 'ne has. al~ady g-iven to his sev
,e,r·<'-l chHdre.n as much of his estate as 
he. chqse or could, accordl11g to his 
means, he oroddes for a settlement of 
acrounu: with them by his executor as 
fol\o\",·s: Raving loaned to his son Ja
cob £L~O. fn Aug-ust, 1786. for which i.P 
takes hi::i bond with interest: the exe · 
cutor ts directed to col1ect from Ja-cnb 
£50 with inter-est, and th~n g!.-.:<2 Mm 
bark his bond. As to his son George, 
the executor i.s to give to his !a·wfuHy 
b-egott-en cMldren £40, ln equal shares. 
To Mif'.haet who had given Ms father a 
bond dated April. 1784, for £150. the ex
ecutor wa!'i to return his bond upon the 
pa.ym;,::nt of £50 -with interest. In the 
cnse nf hls ~on John, he re<"ites that R.s 
he has aJeardy befor--e g1ven to h(m fur 
h(s portf::,n the sar.-.e as his brothers ar.d 
~isters recf!-ivea, and :1as sin::ie lent Mm 
In ready c-aRh £40 for ~·b1c!". he gave his 
bo::d dated October, 11~6. he directs his 

executor to return his bond upon pay
ment of the interest in full, As to Peter 
to ·whom he k,aned £2J0, a.nd :uuk bls 
bond, ,:iat~d in Apnl, 1-;sa, he d!; e(·:~ 
t.=-;ac up.:,t1 t.is raring £10-J ·.•:Hh inte!'t"=it 
hi.s bJnJ sho .. ; ",j t,e r~tut·ne~ to him. T-· 
his son Da,;id t-.e t.aJ luant:-d ''in r·e:o",;..y 
eash .cz-;, c.-nn:: lit":5.' Et= ae:urdingl:,, 
-dire-ets lhat his bon,:::. be: liandE-,:::_ bac:k u 
him and that h:; shouM be ::aid ir~ a<l. 
dition £30 fo:- ,:1.,s l'1:ier,:&n~e. For his 
daughter Katharine, he ;:,ro\·ides that 
in additLon to what he has gii:en her. 
she shall yet rec-eive the sum of £30 for 
her portjon. For his daugh te:- Maria, 
inasmuch as he holds the bund of her 
husband Lud,yig \\"itteme:rer for £GO. 
dated in April, 1173, she is to recei\,'e 
bac-k the said bond 'Sith the Jnterest 
acC"rueci and in addition the sum of .£20 
for her inherita:1ce; and to hi:s daughter 
Sarah Jones. in addition ta ,.\·hat he had 
advan("eii her. she is to be paid the sum 
of £80. To his :.roungest daughter Chris• 
tina Pitche,n, he directs that .£100 be 
vaid in ~1thlilion to ·what she has al
ready receiY2d, 

Pert.aps nothing s-o ctearlr shows the 
peace:ul and fac:i.ei-Jy cha.racrer o! the 
tesr.:aor. as the closing pot't!on of hi:,1 
,,·i!l. A ppr2hens1ve that some of hi;, 
childr~n might b-c dtssatisfte<.i with tb-::!' 
rti,•ision he has ma,Je nt' hi;, estate. ht" 
.. ;_:dv(~-es sueh to have- pat'.en('e and to 
iearn frnm hls ff\Yn rLl.s.,:::..kes and be 
,n:;;,e: and l}Hlt ea2h rJf th~rn rnuv at 
ont e ,jo rig-hl and be at Ot"'Cll't'.'' · He 
tht'n ap;)oin:s his lodng ~nn :,..1[1,hat>: 
ns h~s ,execut-OI', w1th full pnwer rn g-;..,~e 
sati~f:,:i.ctfon to any Just and reas-onablc 
complaint \\·htch :-nay be miclde. 

KATD"RAL!ZATION. 
By the act of PatHame-nt of the J.:H.h 

oi George the S-econd, Chaµ~e.t· 7. it ,,,.as 
prO\'ided that frorr. and after July 1. 
ti-W, all persons who :::ha:l ri:'!-!'\H:: ~or 
:.=i.even years o, more in any of !:E-s 
1Jaje,st}''s. c 1Jlontes. and take th~ uath of 
allegiancE to the so ve1·eigr. of Great 
Britain, and make. repeat and subsr:i:.J.be 
the Declaration of Fidelhy, and artinn 
the abjuration oath and subscribe his 
profession of th-e Christian belief (fc,r 
whkh he ,n1s to pay nvo shilHn~s). he 
sh(luld be giyen a certificate or nallr;:-..1-
ization under the great seal. A s•::irn2 
what similar la,v ·was enacted by the 
P,::nnR:rlvanfa assembly in l'i-t2. fn C"Ur

.suanc-,e of th1_:se- S.C'ts, .lrichael Brecht, 
o~ Lancaster -county. a pp-eared b02f,He 
thE" Supreme Court o( PennsYlvani~. at 
Phlladf-\Phi.a. 'ne\d Se-pt-ember '2'\-1-5. 17-H... 
took and subscribed the several oa-:.hs 
prescribed and became a naturalized 
citizen of the prm-·tn.ce. fSee ~d vol. 
P-er.na. Al·('hives is-e-~on-d ser~es), l)ag·~ 
368 Rnd also page 347.J 

It clo-ea not a:::pear tha: na.tur2.ll:z.at·,::;n 
°"·as !3. p/e:-e~ c.'.site to tt.e ho1ding or t1~Je 



to lands in Pennsylvania, as ~fichael 
Brecht had recein•d a patent to his 
t:·acr· of ';'S acres from the Penns as 
,,.arty as July 30, 17..U, which was duly 
n,curded in the Patent Book of the 
province, and ga\·e an indefeasible title 
t,, rhe pllrLhaser and the fact will be 
recalled that as early as 16S2 \Villiam 
r't:-1111, ,,·hile yet in England, sold 15,D00 
ac1 ,_-s ne.ir Philadelphia tu the Frank
furt company. of Germany, represent?d 
b.r that prominent pioneer Francis Pas
tdrius, who accompamed the Germ:in 
emigrants sent by the company to 
Americn. as early as 16S4. In this pur 
C'hase the !ands in and about German
town were included and aftel' an official 
survey, deeds for lots were granted to 
the svttlers by the companY, \Yhich are 
t11 this day the foundation of titles to 
,and in that neighborhood. 

But the Act of )Iaturalization had its 
si;::-rlticance in that it gave political 
rights to the foi ei~n settlers in the 
p ,,nnc~. who \'.'l't a1,\·a::s .._•a~l:'r lo 
a,·ail tht:'m,::eJYes 1)t' the privilege. And 
::;:n extenderl did thr right of suffnige 
become in thE> German and Scotch-Irish 
·'•:ttl,•ments bl:'t11re the \Var 1)f I:ide 

ment. 

that the f(1rPi.C:-n Plement harl 
v11icf' in th,• c'olllnial Assem

forceil the retirement of the. 
from tlw dominant p<JBition in 

tlw:-,· h:ld so 11mg Pn
Proprietary govern-

fn the charter ~ntnlL'il by Charles II. 
tn \\"illiam Penn in UiSl, it ,,·as provided 
that tlw t'ornmun l:J.\Y ot' En;..:;-land should 
be in force in the pro,•inc0 ur.til altered 
b,· P 0 ·nn, hi:,; sucL·e~:::iH'S or assig-ns or 
the Colonial Lt>gislature. At the four 
Ila \·s' st-:-~ion of the Prn\·\ncial Assem
bl:i:. held. at Cheste:· in 16~4. a series of 
!a \\'S was r-nacted fo1· th:' government 
of tht' province. Amnng these enac
nh·nts wa.-; a law in reference to intes
tatl-' l'::"=tates. \Yhich ga\"e tilt: widow one
tllirrl of the Pt.-'rsonal property, and the 
inten-st of ,me thi:·d l)f the real estate 
r.[ her deceased husbund. at'ter payment 
of debts. and the l"l·maining iw0-thircts 
tu be ..!i\·ided equally tn his children. ex
cept th<H the eldest son was to have a 
,fouble portion. The provision in refer
ence to giving a double portion to the 
c•ldest son \\·~~ reaffirmed by the legis
lature in 16H3. and a,;ain m 1105 and 
rontinued to be the law of the common• 
\YeJlth until ll!H. trhen this relic of 
feudalism was abolished and the chil
iin~n of an intestate shared equally ~n 
the propPrtY of tht>\r rl1;>re:1~ec1 p:uents. 
rt is \Yell kno,vn that the sentiment o! 
;hp C!':'rman settlers \Vas opposed to all 
forms of primogeniture, even to the 
limited extent of preferring the oldest 
son by giving· him a double portion, anri 
thP;•t generally managed to defeat this 

provision of the law by disposing of 
their estate by last making a will. In 
the will of Michael Brecht, the elder, 
there is a recognition of the law g1Vi!1g 
a. preferencp to the eldest son. for Lo 
avoid all cavil, the testator gives his 
son Jacob five shillings beforehand "be
cause he is my first born son." In the 
\\"ill of Peter Brecht, the fifth son of the 
emigrant, made in 1793. when the law 
was still in force, there is a similar oro
vision in which the testator "gives to 
Jacob nventy Spanish milled dollars, ~o 
be in full of his birthright as mY olde;t 
son," after which he directs the remain .. 
der of his estate to be equally divided 
among all his children. 

THE NAME "BRIGHT." 
The original spelling of the family 

name was B-r-e-c-h-t, as is shown by 
the Lutheran records at Schriessheim 
in the Palatinate, in which the nam-:::s 
of the ancestors of the emigrant for 
three consecutive generations are so 
,vritten. In addition to this, the emi
grant always wrote his name "Brecht" 
as appears in all extant documents. In 
his application to be naturalized in 
17H. in the deeds of lease and release 
of lot on the corner of Thomas and 
C.1llowhill streets. in the town of Read
ing, to his son :-.richael in 1761. in the 
writer's µosse.ssion, as also in his last 
wili and testament on file m the Regis
ter's oflice, the same spelling is pre
serTed. His son Peter has also signed 
11···nself "BreC'ht'' in his last will. It 1s 
fur this n~ason that I ha,·e designa[ed 
them in the preee<ling sketch as Michael 
Drecht the elder. and Peter Brecht. In 
the second generation of the Bright 
family in America, the sons of the emi
grant retained the same spelling in 
early life, as \vitness the marriage rec
ord of the Reformed church at Philadel
phia in li51. of his eldest son Jacob, the 
det<is of lease and release by Michad 
the elder to his son ).Uchael. Jr., in Oc
tl)ber, 1761, above referred to. and the 
en.rly official assessment rolls of his sons 
John and David, and the signature of 
his son Peter to deeds executetl by him 
in his lifetime. as well as his signature 
to his last will filed in the Register'j 
oftice at Reading In 1~03. These all 
rt"C'Ognize Brecht as the original family 
name. 

When the change from Brecht to 
Bright was made is uncertain. It be
gan. however. in the second generation. 
The first use of the word Bright I find 
in the signature of :\Iichael. the third 
son. to the administration account nn 
the Pstate of Conrad Bower. whose wi,I 
o\\. he married. filed ln 1768, which i1c~ 
signed jointly with her. He there signs 
his name Michael Bright, and In the 
deed to him fnr a tannery and twelve 
a<'res of land in Alsace given to him as 
grantee by James Boone in 1775, he is 
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like\vise named ~Iichael Bright. So in a 
deed to him from his son Jac·ob. for d. 

lot in H.12ading in 1·i~3 h~ is narned a;-; 
:\1il·iiael Brli;.ht, and in all <lucuments 
subH·qut•nt to J77~ sh:mt'd by hi111, in
cluding l11s last will in 1814, l.le signs his 
name :.\lkhael llright. whkh airer hi::,, 
fathf'1·'s death in 1-;-94 is changed tu 
1\1ich;:ie! llri_ght. Sen .. as he had a soi: 
by the same name. He dues nut aJJPL:a: 
to ha\·e written his own name as 
:.\lic-hael, Jr., p!'obably fo1· the reasun 
that his father used Brecht as the fam • 
ily name while he wrl)te Brig-ht. Bis 
o!,lf:·st brother Jacob, ,}f Ph1iadelphia, 
seems to han? changed his spelling vf 
tht' family name tn Brh;ht at an ernly 
day_ dS in a C•)rn:ni~~ion to him as cap 
rn:n in 17-;-6, lw is namell as C:ipta:n 
Jae:ob Eri.g-ht. In the third go:-nt·ralir,n 
the use of Bright as Lhe family n.,111e 
a])pears to have been generally adopt>:!d. 
Tlle name Brecht has entirely c.li.!>ap• 
peared. 

v\Thy in anglici!':ing the wnrd BrPcht 
it took the form Bt ight is not dea!·. 
The ,Yord Brecht is not to be found !n 
the German lexicon. The nea1·e~t ar
proach tc, it is P1·acht. sig"nifying po111p . 
."J.iit.•n,lo:·. ma.i.!:nirlcence, and fi..-?;ur:1 ti\"t:•!y 
b~·ightne~s. In its actjecti,•e form uf 
pra~ .. ;Hig. ,,·e ha\'P the family namP 
by 3. change uf rhe fll"st !f,,t~er. lts 
meaninl( is thf· same 11.s tlw noun 1·nrn1. 
viz., ::;pknilid. b:·'..ghr. tllhl it is fn,•qLknt
Jy u:-·p(1 in rnnn,·ctiun \Yith Tag .-,r .:\lur·· 
gt'n. ~ignif:-·!n•:: rr fine· bi'ig"\lT ilrr:-· 1r 
mn: nine::. It is nnt unl1l'>l"l\' th<:> B•·i:ad1t 
fa:nily · uf Eng.and m:iy have bePn 
desc•ended from the Brechrs of GI.:':~ 
many, and that this changf' in thP 
n2.mP wn~ kno,Yn to the emigrant's 
family. \Yith this explanation \Ye con· 
c!u(le- the sl<ctch of the 
FIRST GE~EHATION IN AMERICA, 

VIZ., 
1) -:-.fichael Brecht. 1706•1794, 2nd, 1728 

:\f:1.1·g-:1rera Si1~~(1ne. 170R •1778. 
Tht> n<>xt g"ern,ration is made up of the 

chilcl1•·.n of the Pmi.zrant. whn~e names 
and hil'th~. t:1l<Pt1 frPm tht> famil:-· rPgl5-
ll"" abny.·, 1le"'.("'ihe,l. are .9~ follO\\'S: 

Jnrnb BrP('ht, b .Ap:-il 13. 1729, 
n-1"nre-e BrPcht. b. F,·bruary 9, 17:11. 
i'-li 0 h<1Pl nn,cht. b. l\1arcl1 '24, 1i"32. 
F"n.th;ll'iilP Rri"rht. b. Aprtl 6. 173-t. 
Jnh'!: Brf'r:-ht, b. February 20, 1736. 
Pt-'T"'l' Bn•cht. b. l\Iay 13. 1738. 
D'l,•i,i P.rPrht. b. Au,eust 9, 1740. 
::v;-u•ip R1·~('ht, b. August 1, 1142. 
Srtrar Bre~·ht. b .• January 19, 174'>. 
Christina Bre.cht, .b. AJ1gust 1!!, 1747. 

Tht?- a boYe chlldr~n cnnstitute the 
SECOND GENRRATJON 

of the Bright family In America. and so 
far as the facts relatir.g to their bio~
ra--ihy and the names of their fmme<lf .. 
ate descendants have been learned. they 
are giyen in the order of birth, 

(2) Jac(Jb Dright, 1729-1802, was bu:·n 
in HeitleiU,·i g tu\\·nship, Lanl'a.,td' 
county, i·c.:. .. \\·as bruug-ht u~, ull l1,<' 
farm aniJ 1·, i.iainell. \\'ith his pLlrenL.~ ti!\ 
he \\L1:, 1~· ,1go:-. \Ye nt"xt Jlnd him in 
Philadel(Jhla, \\'hc:l'c ht- eng-ag,:.:" ill Lu,.;i 
llt:S~ dllu in 17,)1 m:llTi,c-S :::;u::;,tnna l~i~ 
tt.·l1i1uU:--t.·. l~~l.i lS'OS. ul' HuxlJ1ir·11, J-ll)\\ a 
l'UUllll y Jud Jh•ing ill a ,'t;>l11Ull' pu,: L ,Ji 
Lu1Jl·il:-,;le1· v,,unt~ ~houJd get tu l'hila 
deiµhia at that ear!y (_lay may Ll· ct 
tnatler u( :-;umt: sw prist:'. Hut 1t inu.,t 
be burne in :n;nd toat !-'J1ilaJ~l1Jhia \1·L,~ 

the metr .. puds ()f ti1e pr1"·111ce. Al, <ht:: 
Pl'inc.:iprd 1·ua,.ls of th,, illt':-'rior :c-<l di 
recrly tO it. Its c-xt.::nsi\·<:' shipnm~. 
bringing- th"' pn11H;ns 1,L' the uu;:,1<t•.:
wortd rn iL...; p,Jrt ma,J,! it th1• g'ii::aL lll tit 
OJ{ {.'UTillll";'J'l't--', anJ it !:'Ltppli· J the \\',.:'St
t'l'Il ~e,Lle;1:ents \\i,h all th<.:'Y llc:'L" • .__.,,.;, 

nut (Jll]Y 1n l'OllGn .Llld \\ ,i,1!len ;.;·1.JOJu:-:,, 

sugar. (..'O!'li-.:: and :<Jbaccu, !Jul ,t .. ~:,i :n 
n1._t11y (If th.- luxu1 L·:- uf lifL·. Th,•-.(• 
a1 ticles !\.,JUir ... Ll tru.:isp,,J'lcH.un 
wu1 k ,;[ ,~urning rluu:· ancl grain to 
Uth:lphh: «lid I HU• Pin~ 11·itL 
supp:y ti.c :wtt!1-rs a:· lar;.;e1y llll:' 
ness of tlw \\·t""]J-t11 fa:·1111.:'1· 11 hu 
his anllLH.tl anrnul lriµ.s 
that pu1·1:,,.:-,,. In lll·~,:-(• n i,1:,, tl11,•:, Wt·' 

Jacc,b J;r:ght 111u~~ 1i~11·e h:H1 c, 1 n'-itl, r· 
ablt' t'•.l1Te ,.~· cl1:1:·~H·ter, ;is ,1 \·. 1:n:i 
t!bOJi.lt thl· y, i~/U in pan1w1·~1,ip 
Chn!:'t•ll)ll •! a nati1·,_. uf F,·ai: ""· 
engc1;.;0U 111 th,· c:uast :n.~· t:·ade. 
goods u., clll l fi',1m ::.:a,·annall nn,J 
Suutherr1 J):J1·u .. Afte·r the \Ya~· 
Rl'\'Oluti11n ha 1l 01,,•;w,1 he 
llw sc-r,:i,·e •)f 1h0 ~· ,ntinvntal 
tht·n ~!tt111:~· at Ph1!arklnhi;1, 
a cornE1i~ . .;i,.,n as e:i.ptai,1 lw 
cn1~1p:1n:-· , f 11u nwn. m, lt.:U!n:::;- ll"n t" ►'. 1 -
mi~!:'io~•t•d (1:'.il'er:--:. ·\\'h••f"t' r,,f"!Pl' is 1->;l\·, n 
in ,·pl. l~ !:>,:-nna. :-\:" l,l\·r•..; ,.:,J ~t-1i -~, 

paµ:e :'i/4. fn this p,ltri,itie duty he 
\Yarmly a.~,::i,:tv,l hy his partner, 
conu·ibu11:·d l.'.lrgely to the exp':.'nSl'S 
nere~,:arily incunetl. A::: to hi~ sub:c::f• · 
(]Uent hi'itnry \\'e hnxe litt!e informa
tion. I-IB bad SC'\·en chi\ lren, viz .. 
Mkhrwl. nenrg-t', \'\~11 1 iam, :\la1·y, Jacub, 
Strnan and )Ti<'lrnel 2d. 

(3) G{·nrg-,c.. Brig-ht. 17:~1 1/6:l, \\"a~ also 
a nati,·e of Heif1Plhng- :.,1wnship, L.111-
<'astf'r county; \\'here the i-e,::t nf l1is 
brothers and sisters were born a1!d 
reared, and assil-;tPd his !'athPr in clen,·
lng the farm and bringing- It un(l1~r 
cultivation. He was of a roving and 

ad,·entuJ"ous disposition, which did not 



8.!ln~,; him to do serYice at home after 
u.~;ainillg hi::; majority. Then· is a gen

tr:H1itinn ll1 IhL! family th<ll he 
u~uth•l Ho.int>. tht' Kt·ntucky pw-

111!<-i-. in hi~ incur~it,n~ into tliar state. 
_l11,: liwt iie \\a:- tl10re ki!lt.:•d by the In 

\\'heihet' tl:e ti-adi[inn has a re 
b:1:-;;:; may Uc-pr-·nd upon the prolJ-

acquarnLance ut' the two in ea:·ly 
I;(,:;. Th,~y \\·e1·f:' nea1·!y the same a~P. 

L1·1ght h,1\·ing· bt:e•n llurn in 17:::l and 
U,.i<ine in 11;~3. In rt-1'e1Ting to the bi~l~ 
raphi~·s CJf B,inne in the enc:ydupedia.:;. 
in the city library, \\ e dis1.·U\"\·l" nn Cat·t~ 
\\ h1d1 L, \·ur su,·h early acqu,1intanc,-,, 
t..:i1arn!H•:·,-,.' envy1·},1f"'•lia :,-ay~ lJ,1un1! 
11·a . ..:: btffn in \"!rgin·a in 17:;.-,. whil0 .\p 
pl,•1rJn st,i1 1!:'; th,tt l~i:t _i..;Tandlatlll't', Gt''l. 
!,.,,\JL. t'f1i1g-ratt-'d from En~·1:1nd \\"ith 
hi::-: larni!\" in 1711 and si:ttlt•d at Bris
t'I;. J-;111.:!~-'j t.'Oll!llY, j';t,, tlla( his son, 
:-:,:uirf' H,wne. tht> LaL11<'l' of D.tnit'I. a!:on 
c:i•:t:!tc•l rh:1t Uan1el \\'a:-: b1in1 in 
i!~:tl c·ou11I)' that :::;quir·e 

p:·, •:,.-.] 
fl' LJ :,l) 
pr,u~: tl1 

,·d t,J thi: 

Oil 
r his 

1111m0r.liate neigh
hi--· :-:,1n Squin:> 

fath,.,t· , ,f n:1 niP!. IJ\\·ned the 
in l•:xu!\•l'. l1n \·ing pur 

1'!1:is"rl it :n ;'in\·0mb,·,r. 11'.::0. wJ11•n,. hio..; 
Daniel \Ya~ b,)rn l )f't<JbP .. ~:?. 11:13, 
at tilt=> at::P of li r>"lll•l\'f:'d \\·ith his 

fa, h':'r's faniil:-: tn ~,irt:l C.'at·.,lina in 
:1-ri. Perhar>s th,.. · ,1n,· 1u:-;i\'(• ,·vi-
,\Pn<'P nf Dani•·l's •~f nati\·ity will 
t; ... ~,.und in the- c'll!T<"'Dt hi.::tnry nf Exe
lL'I L()\\·n::hiu. fn th1• ;e:p1·1!"'::::- nf 1:-n tile 
inhabitan15 11f fJIP_\· ha\·!nz ln!lgs ~uf. 
f,•1·1!d intr•n\'('lli•·nre for W.'lnt tlt' a to\YTI
s!iin 01·g:1'!1i7.atl1•n. :,pplj. .. j f· 11 • th:H )FL'" 
p,1...,.,. ui th~ court :7.t Phi!a.rie-lphia. The 
petiti0n >Yaf: grantE>rt and the rnwnsh'.p 
•1f OlPY wa~ duly ~urvered and ore-an 
ized. rt \Y3S found, ho\\-e\·er, that at 
lea~t 50 families lh·ing In the south-

\\'estern part of the territory had n,)t 
b,.-,..n inc.:rnded In the lines of the new 
rn\\·nship, and the court was ar once 
p,•titiunt..'d for relief. The petition con
t.t1nt't1 lti names, among them S4ufre 
Buorn:•'s. L"pun its presentation to th~ 
i.ullrt a l•1)mrnissioJ1 was auihorized to 
t<Xallltnt' and report. The result w:1.::; 
that in St:>ptember of the same year the 
tl)\\"nship of Exeter \Vas org·anized-the 
sun·ey of the lands, \\'hich included 
1J,:i0u a~TE'8, having been made by Geo. 
B1)one, Esq. 

:\Jr .. \1ontgomery, in his history cf 
!Jvrks county says that John F. \-Vat
~'>n !11 a papt'r read bet'ore the Histori
cal Society of Pennsylvania . .May 17. 
1.,.J:J. \\"<U, the tirst to cnmbat the state -
rnent of Daniel Boone's nativity being 
in !3uc-ks county. He was followed by 
a paper frnm Dr. Peter G. Bertolette, of 
Oley, entitled "Oley and Vicinity," de
p0sited \\·ith the Pennsylvania Histori
cal Socit·tY in 1~65, in ,vhich he gives the 
1·t·sult of extendtcd conversations \V1th 

oider members of the Boont-- fa m
in Exet12r, in n·hich from the tradi-

1.:,ms of tht' family and other Uata it 
ts , J,.,;:irly shu\\'n that Squi1·e Bonne S(•t 

r ··l in tJ-1<:· p,u r uf E:x+·ter, then Olt'Y, 
nea1· th1.e FrienUs' 2-.Ir!etrng· House 
:1nri that his !;'On Daniel w;ts 

11::::.L The doct(>r 
years their 

:--:L.:hu!as Jun~·s 
e:xhausti\·e ar 
diffuse, on the 

T~'"'nt-' fa1,1i' ·. \\'hich \\·a:-; 
tlw I·U.·cHling Times and 

1 >nnbe:· :!U, 187~1. He quotes 
from Gerto!Hte'::-; pctpers and 

1 t· ;Jtt'S a to the Boone farm >n 
Ex"ter. It \\·as then 1Jwned by Jam,1s 
~-t''"'. a sutT'c'.'· ,)r and conveyancer, who 
snid D:1.!~,'.~1 Doonf was born .:her~; 
\!1.n f;:ithPr Squir<-> Boone had owned 
it ~V years; that he- hacl bought it frum 
l:a.pi1 .\~ht1>11 in 1/:JI) anrl had sold it 
up11n his rt"rn"Yal t11 Xorth Carolina in 
11-,11 t,i "\\.Jliiam .:\Iagr11tlg-e, by deed of 
Anri\ 11th qf that yPar. ~fr. Jones also 

fl. cnn\·pr:-:;1.tjon \Yith Thomas 
uf Ex,::,rer. ffh0 dif:'d about 1/5:) 

agt' of 87. in \vhich he describ-23 
Dani(•\ U,1ontc>,, Yisit to Exeter in 1188 
tu st?e his relntives. He \Vas acco'.Tl
punie,i by his \\·ift" Sarah anrJ his son 
Xathan. Thr>:-,· harj traveled on horse• 
bn.ck from thei: ho:-:1e in Kentucky, and 
l h•! j(,urney had taken three weeks. 
l"pnn reading- the e\"idence contained in 
the above p9c;v:>rs then~ c3.n be no doubt 
as to Berks ,...nunt:-,· ))Ping- the nativity 
'Jf the Kentuck,7 pi~nee~. 

It is easy to SflP how Georg-e Bright 
might have become acquainted with 
B0one. Lh·ing less than 30 miles from 
Pach other. ,1nd Boone's uncle George 
being a p1·actic-al surveyor, whose ser
\"iC'Ps wf:'re frequently required in the 
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survey of the vacant land in that pal't 
of the province it is Quite likely that 
he was called upon by .)lichael Brecht 
in 1741 to make a survey of the tract of 
78 acres on which he had settled. In his 
mission to Heidelberg for this purpose 
George Boone, Esq., may have taken 
his nephew Daniel with him to assist 
ln making the survey. as he was old 
enough to act in that capacity. Such 
a visit would have naturally brought 
about an acquaintance between young 
Boone and Bright which may have 
ripened into intimacy and thus fully ac
count for George Bright subsequently 
Joining Boone's expedition into Ken
tucky in 1769, which is fixed as the 
Probable time of his death. 

That an early meeting of these 
congenial lads took place in 1741 
and that it was kept up be
tween them is not history, but 
the surroundings are sufficient to 
account for the family tradition in re
gard to George Bright. It will be seen 
by reference to the will of his father, 
that the testator (1789) gives to the chil
dren of George the portion ,vhich 1Yould 
haYe come to their father, who 1\·as un-
doubtedly dearl. at the time the will 
was made. !\either the names of his 
Wife nor the birth or names of his chil
dren ha,·e been ascertained. 

(4) :\Iirhael Bright. l'J3:?-1Sl4. the 
third son of rhe- emig-nrn t. besi,1-::•~ a:~ 
sis ting in the l\"r)I k on the father's 
fa:·m, had lenrnvd the ti-aiJe rJf a ,:;ad -
dler. and in ).f:1:·ch, 17:i3, he attai:1ed 
his nrnjority. Th0 county of TIPrks h1d 
b0en org::mizecl tl1t- yenr hdo1·t' out of 
Pnrts of l'h'.la1lei;Jllia, Lancaster anJ 
C'Jwsrer c,)urHie~. <1IH1 the town of Rea<l
in~ hHri b~•c1 1 .•1e the countv s,•nr. It .._.,-as 
!111mirab1~· !,v·nted at ·the fmds nf 
thµ ~c-r:u~·f!-{i]l. \\·here the .~rer1t 
Ta!peh,,,1 l-i:en rn:irl cros::-,ed the rin!-r. Tt 
hnri bct'n i·ei:rnh:ir!.r la:d out by thr• 
I"-·1111s in 17.J.~ an,l ])!:1 ft.tr t-:..1 become a 
lb1·h·lng an 1l ir,1;)•.:-1·t:1.11t tn\\'n. Phi1ip 
E"1·rf, rt nPi,~:hbi"11· ,,f :.\licJ-,aE-l Href'l,t, in 
Hr,1,1,,-Jberg_ t,:v~ ..:_,)'liit:'11 i;:c, the 1:uirl of 
Ike of t!:e p1·np ·=··~,):-..,_ i-:-i 17~11 for H J,n 
on tl1Q \\-~•st :-:it!.-,. L,f Cnil-1\'."h!l! ~t?"t:'t~~ in 
lhe tn"·n of f-:.ea,Jing, and had obtain,::d 
u p~tt,n1 fnr it cl:1ted July 16, li52, the 
C•(,n~icle1:-~ti,·,n being the payment of an 
annua! .~!'{lUnd t"'c'P.t of se\'cn shilling-s 
frnm ::\Iarc-h 1, 1:-.·2. rind. the building l)f 

a ~uh:-:tnntial dw'2-llin~ horn;e on the 
!:'Um'-', at h .. •a~t .?O fPet square, n·ith a 
brick or stone c-himney, within two 
Yt'ar-$. The- lot. UO feet in front by ~3l) 
deen. was numbered in the general plan 
of the town 3:11, and was situate on thP 
northwest corner of Callowhlll and 
Thomas stre~ts (Fifth and Washington) 
where the Farmers' Hotel now ~tands. 

The new town appeared to offer great 
advantages to aettlers, and as the 

neighborhood of Shaefferstown prom~ 
ised little pruspect of success in hi~ 
trade it ,vas thought best that ::\lichael 
the younger should remove thither. Ac
cordingly in anticipation of such re
moval his father bought of Erpf lot No. 
391 abuYe lh•scribed, for the considera~ 
tion of £:JO, The dt>ed is Uated January 
31, 115:.l, and is witne!:lsed by Conrad 
Weiser and Conrad Bower. . . . 

Probably in the same year which by 
the act of the Provincial Assembly of 
1751, commenced on the first of January, 
175:.:!, N. S., instPad of the 25th of Mai·ch, 
his son :.\Iichael mt)\·ect to Heading- and 
in compliance \\"ith the conditions of the 
patent puts up a building on the new 
lot to accommodate his bu~iness a~ a 
saddler as well as the present d~mands 
of a wife and family. So prnsperuu;-; s 
his business that in 1761 ht' Is enable-J 
to obtain the title from his father of tlie 
Erpf lot ori:.:dnally inu.:ndt:d for him. 
and acc-ord\ng-ly on Octub0r 2, l"i1n, 
Michael Brecht and :\largt1ret his \\ iL·. 
execute a !t:'3:!E' of s~ud lot tu thdr son 
l\lichael ··tL) enablt' him to accept .1 

~rant of the re\·ei-~inn'' an<l on the day 
folltn,·ing- tht•Y further f•xecute a re~ 

him to tlH• reYet"!-'i,1n 
111 L 1, .. _1_ rt 1:-. p 

du:• c·o1:side, ,ttiun !J:1,\ 

In 1"'."j-I his ~"n JaL·ub \\'as lJ1n·n. 
Sori1•·t1nlt"- <1i'Lcr i)!r, h ,,( .\f;(·h:t,~l. '.11,c; 
sec·,•11il ;-:un. :n llis wi!" .. died. :1::d 
nnt bein.z ;~··1inv..l to 1·t:'n1 .. in a. \\'i<lti\'."E:'r, 

he paid c·,1t.? t to !,iu~· Bm'd"r, th.,_- \\"id-
01\· of Cu:1:·.1J _:.._:_;\\'f.•r, \Yli.o~e n1a1Ll,~:1 
name \\"<l:-- Hul:,""r 1•L' JI,n•\"d', as it is 
nc,·: ~:),-l.,~d. un1J in 1767 they \\·e:·c 
rnarrit-a. 

Cn:-i.rad D')\\"fcr rlie11 intestate in 
Fr.~,. 1e:_i\',i1.C :1 nnd ~ix r·hiltl!'·(l. 
He \,";t,i cl ;1_:;;·~•lll ~,1,·~·,_, in,,ans :tnd 
hat: for yea;·;:: k,•p( tlw \H~ll kno\\·n 
t:~,·c,rn on nni-th si I,_, 11( Pe>nn Squ::1:·e 
ncl_;1,ining ,,n <.h,.. t·a:-.t till'. "Olcl \Yhite 
St~1re"' ot' (\l1.1tnrl \Yr~!scr, the notl'd In
dian agent. From \\pei:1er he hart 
bought fnl' £50 the ea:=:tern mui
ety ,Jf lot :Sn. 3, just abo\'~ 
wh!::re the pre~ent Second National 
Bank n0w stanct:,:;, as early as 17:52, an11 
ha1·ing prC"vi1_1u:-:.J~- purrhased lot Ko. 4 
from the prnpl"ietaries he owned a front 
of 90 feet, \\·h\ch he u~ed in eonnectinn 
with his busin""!'>S. Tlw inn he concluC't 
ed was probably the oldest in the town, 
Be owned besidPs a number of lots in 
Reading, in addition to several tracts 
of land adjacent. As his real estate. 
which wa.s valued at £3,500 was not 



partitiune<l till 1;s1. it is pruLab\t:' thn~ 
the- \\·idu\\. Buwer continui:d at Lhe uld 
srnnd the bu:,;ine~s \\ hkh hvr llu:::banJ 
hall ful!u\,·t>J. I am inclined rn belie ,i:: 
that she \1·u:=: the landlaJy uf tile esrnb
li::=!1nk11t J.[ Lht> tl111t-> ~htc \\·as married 
Lt) :\lkllae! Liright in 1;0;, awl that aftt·t· 
their n1atT1:1ge the ta\·t'1·n \\·as contin
lll•d in Utight's n:lml:' until the Bower 
l·~tate \\·:..t:c, µartiliunl:'d in 1;s1 ell the in
Hance uf Capt:1in Jacob Bo\\.<"!., tht.~ 
1ddv!-t snn. This \'[l:'1\· 11·ill reeuncile thl' 
t1·;_u.lition that thf> bui\Uing erected ;n 
lit.JU on the c':1llu11·hill strt.\et lot (N'o. ::l:Jl) 
"·as nnt usell as a h,'Jtel till Vill, and it 
al'v1lrds 1\·ith the fact that :\Iichael 
Hrig-hL in a det"d to him frnm Jamvs 
lJuiJne flll' a tamwt·y and tract of l:lnd 
in .--\!::;act:', t)(1;1· in 1-t,._,a(lin~. datc·d :\Iarcn 
::Ii. 1;;:'i, and duly t'l'Ct)!"r.ll·J, is Ll,:scrib•.:d 
ns an innkt."t:'tier, \\'hile in a release to 
him .if; guardian of Juhn SuE1e1·. dat,:tJ 
:\J uy ~4. l ~G-L ht> is nameJ as a saddler. 
The \·ip1,· abon• su;.:g'l~sred is also in 
accurdanc(• \\'!th tht! sratement in a 
numbvr ,A cJ,...,:(1.-:; uf p:·urwrtr grantc'.l 
to> 111;11 ,n· ,· .. n\ .... ~P<J by h11n subsequent 

1(1 :-;~J. in \\"hi<'h lv b lll\"al'ialJly cal!t."d 
nrn:11:, \1·J1i,·h ha\·e bern 

1t•~1,:,,n, ,: ,,Jl t':,l\unh:11 :<ll"!'t't 

C'llc t·•·: :C:<1]". 

of tlw n,•\'() 
).Iichad 
1,f the 
county, 

f,ir thi·•:e 
Y1!ars. I~ \\·as at that tirn,, a po:::1nun 
,.f .:.?.i-,:at ;1111Jorta1wt.> and responsibility, 
.--\s 1dth thl! 0Pt.'l1ill!.{ u( hustilitil'S th: 
Pr•)\"llH.ial • .i,.s:,; ... mbiy hall ceased to 
met:t, the c.;imrnittee of safety at Phil
ad.,-lphia ha:1 assumed its l--Jll\Yers and 
under tht.'11' authul"ity \Yith n:prescnta
tiY!c'S ft·um the :,en:ral c1Junti1.:s, the 
cummissiuners \Yere t:D1PO\YereJ not 
,Jn!y to leY.r the qu,ita. of troops 
required fur the 1_'untinPntal c1rmy, but 
tu pr111 ide f()l' th,•ir supp,>rt. The rec
,1rds shuw that repeated le\•ies uf taxes 
\\·ere made by the commissioners dunng
tJi ... 1Yar in order tu raise funds to arm 
and pru\"l~iun th0 tl'<JOJ)S \Yhich were 
(ucni::-hetl by the county. It was while 
ctcting as cummis2ioner in December, 
1 :1--1- that ::\Iichael Bright was appointed 
.1~ cne of t~e "Committee of Ob$erYa
tion" for the county. The furrnation of 
tl1is committee wa,: recommended by 
the Congress of Deputies from the sev
eral colunies which met in Philadel
phia in September. 1;74_ Pursuant to 
::;uch recommendatiun a call was issued 
for a meeting of the voters of the coun
ty. It was held at the court house in 
the town of Reading on December 5, 

1;;-1, when fifteen prominent citizens 
w,·re chosen to act on said committee. 
Arnung the associates uf ::\Ir. Bright 
IH"l'e EJward BiUJle, Esq., Christian 
Sl'llultze. I.falser G-et:>hr, .:\Iark 13urd, 
'-;t_·•J1Xe );"agle, Sebastian Lt:'\·an a.nil 
uthl'r::i. The lluties of this committee 
11·,:n:> to Tullect funds for the relief of 
the citizens of Bustun, to watch thuse 
\\ lio \\·ere Jisat'fected and require thern 
[!l g i \·e up their arms, and in general to 
pru\·1Je tor the commun defense. ... 

E,._•fore the close oe the war ).Ir.Bright 
hall acquired considerable real estate 
cuns1s11ng largely of out-lots anJ 
.:i1llall tracts of land near the 
tu\\ 11. These he farmed up to the 
time uf hi.:; death, housing 
llls stock, horses and cattle in the ex
tensi\·e stabling on the rear of his Cal
\,J\\·hill street residence. In 1810 he sold 
to his son Da,•id for the consideration 
ol .i.'.400, the vacant part of his lot No. 
3:Jl, lying immediately north of his 
huu.se. It cont:1ined :.!S feet in front ·on 
Fifth street by 230 feet in depth. Gpon 
the l!Jt David was then erecting a three-

brick dwelling for himself anJ 
It is still standing anJ ,vas 
by him until his death in 1346 . 

. \lichael Bright had four cnild1·en by 
his ~<:'cornl wife, viz .. Sarah, Ua\·1tl, Pe
te,· an1l John. the !::t'."t two dying in the 
liktime lit' their parents. He dted at 
1:,•,1d111g- ~\.ugust 1, bl4, his w1UO\\. sur
\ 1 \"J ng him but a f,:>\\. m(inths. They 
\', ,·1"' bo1th bui·iL-d in the H.eformeU 
_1.;r.1\·ey;u·d un lhe northeast corner ot' 
.")1xth and \\'ashinl{ton st1·et:ts. and their 
re>mains 1\ en~ afterwards remo\·eJ. to 
tile.' I.fright lot in the Charles EYans 
,:L·metery where the original tomb
:-atunes to their memory still stand. 

HIS WILL. 
The \\"ill of (-1) ).lichael Bright, Sen., 

\\·as prubatt"d at H.eaUing on August, 
l )l 4, and directed that certain portions 
uf his real estate, viz., the lower mead-
11w of ti\·e acn.:s, t\\'o Hockley out-lots 
uf five acres each, a. lot an<.l a half lot 
tn Heading, one-half of his tract of 
\\·ouLlland in Alsace, the division line 
being the road leading north from the 
Hill road, east of Penn's 1Iount,through 
scud tract to •'Hesser's" and a tract or 
145 acres in Schuylkill county, be ap
praised and then gave his son Jacob the 
choice of taking the same or any part 
at the valuation that might be fixell. 
\Yhatever part Jacob declines to take 
was to be sold by his executors at pub
lic sale. To his son David with similar 
conditions, he devises the upper mead
ow (on Rose creek valley). a tract of 
seven or eight acres adjoining the 
Spring Garden tanyard, and extending 
across the road to Philadelphia (where 
the Perkiomen pike turns toward Den-



gler's), two town lots, three srnall fields 
cuntaining abuut se\·enteen acl'eS, one 
of them an ni·ehard, lying bo::>t\\·een the 
great road to .:\laxatn,\·ny and Adam 
ltapp's land. an(>ther lot of 1k;1rly fi\·c 
acres in Alsuce aUjulning the ,:-;chuylkill, 
th<-· otrwr pan uf hi,;: tract or' ,,·oudland 
in ..\]~ace, and a nact uf u;; acrt's in 
S<"huylkill county. 

l·nder the same c-onc1iUins h"::" gi\"es to 
his daughter Sarah Hupt'rt his· t\Yo 
plantations in Ht"!11lock trrn·m;hip, L'o
lun1bia countL one containing :!50 
anE:s. the oth<'r ~00 a2res, anll to 1-:.e
becca ShP.'."l.l'L'I". her daughter, a half-lot 
in 1-!e-ading. The apprnisement Is to be 
made by six p(•rsuns, t ,,·o to bt' S{~leded 
by t>ach of his ah()\·e named children, 
and said six appraist~rs an: to chuose 
n,·o rnore to represent his son .:\Iichael 
( remo\·ect tci TL·nnessee) "as he cannot 
be here." After ha,·ing made ample 
provision for hi~ "'dear wife Catharine," 
who sun·iyed him but a fe\\. months, 
and giYing l1is son Da\"id the further 
n;;ht t0 take the "Homestead" at the 
nt.lu3.tion, he appoints his sons Jacob 
and Da\·id tr) be his ext>cuturs. 

\YP pr,·s,:nt bt•l,i\\. an •.:'llgTa\•ing of his 
rnan:'i1in at the c,irnl·r uf Fiflh anU 
\\"a~lt!n;.:·t,111 :-t!·eH~. as it apJ)l.:'ared at 
'.h•,• tin:t:· uf his death. and b,·forc its 
ct n\·,·1·s1,1n ints> thl:' "Farme1·s' Hotel'' 

Tilt' building \\·a~; el't•ctnl in 
atlditiunal >'lol'it'H haYe bt•en 

a,!dc'•l ,;:invt'. 

\:)) Katharine Bright, 1734, was the 
f,)urth child of ).Iichael Brecht the el
d!:-r. Little• is kn0\\"!1 of her histon:. but 
sht• :1ppears to ha\"e married one Peter 
Sllt"c'!Z, of Heidelberg township, and if 
the :,tatemE'nt as to the Sheetz family in 
tht' Hishiry of Lebanon County is to be 
cn"-ditecl. she was liYing at the death 
olt' he-r husband in 179;), and had three 
('hildren, Franci~. Elizabeth and Peter. 
In his will, proved in 1794, her father 
ht'queaths to her £30 in addition to 
\Yhat he had already givt'n her. l have 
not been able to obtain any further 
facts respe('ting herself or her family. 

IE:) John Bright. 17:~6-1.S17, appears to 
lUt\"E' remained \\·ith his parents until h~ 
was :!4 years of age, when he marriPJ. 
::\1<.ugar, l ~J:ae:t<:'l'. J;ti•l)lti. cl d:1ug-J1t,:r 
,'If a\l<:'Xalllh•J' Sha..-ff,-.,1·. the t'.1undvr of 
Shaeffvr:-;to\\·n. In I";'s.::_: lw \\ a~ 1n\·11,..1· of 

acr,-s ,.f Jund in B0thel township, 
;,•p:)1.c tt:·t,·,~n ,,r t ,\"t":ltY lllilt·." t"l"(,tl) l11:: 
f,H':nt_.1· h,1!,u•. Ih• ufu·l"\\"<trds l'\.'.'Jnu\·ed 
[O Jonv:;t,n,·n. th•:·n calk·tl Sturnp,:to,\·n, 
in thP ;same t11,,·n::-:hip. whv1·e h,• n•:-;idt•,I 
till hi,;: death in 1S17, his \\·jfe ha,·ing 
died th<:: preYious year. In his will. to 
·.,·,,h"!·1 11.: ;:ign:-, tn~ name in English, 
··John Dright," (In fik at Lebanon, al
ter ginng his grand-dau~htC>r Sarah 
:=:truh a nurnb.._•r 11[ spevirk !L,g-acies, 
~ur:11 as a bt',j. ~Jiinnirn; \\·h,..~•I. l',i\Y. nay 
in stab!t', nnd the u~e c,( h!:a: h,n,~t•s ~ulll 
iuts in Junt:~l,1\\·11 ror lll1.:> year. tog<'[h
•,r \Yi{h the ;rain in tht' ground, ant.1 
also gh·ing t" hi:-: ilaug-ntt:>1· :-,;,1rah, \\"ift.: 
of Jolin Ht>rrnan hi_c; ··bra~s 112u1," be Ui
re~:ts hi.$ t<X'.:'•.'Ui.01· .:\Ian in .'.\l•·rly to c·un
\'l'l't hi-; e~{at~ 111<,J cash, and di\'i(le 
the pruL't-->t'd.'-' <."([ttal.iy am,mg- a!l his c-h1l
i.lrcn, \\"itllnut na:ni11;; th,:111. Jutlging 
frum his \\ ill and SUITOllllliin~,.; thl' tt·~
lc..!.r1)1' u:·111~•,u·s t,i haYe :u·,.-u:,1ulatvd by 
.::t1·ic·t t":unniny a L·omt<1rtabll" estate, 
chie!'ly in the bu.-:inC:"ss uf fanning. By 
hi.-: 1, 1:-> ::\L1rg.1n•t h•· !lad l·I,•\ ,•11 chil
dr._.n. 1, \iu,.:~ n...l!lll::'":i \\ ill Lt· g-:\·t·n herl.!
ar'tl·l'. 

17) P, Hr,'\ Ill. 17::"\-17:1:J. ,1flt'I' 
,,·'.th i",.lJ:,·1· dui·:n1.;: 

h•,tl"!lin:..:- lliv cr,1,!,. :1 
((l!]o\\"r•tl ll!~ iJl""thi•r .\!i<-!1;1,·! t<> J:1•,td
in~ in 1-1; .. _ \\h1·ll' l:.,J \\·.,1·].;,-rl ,it. his 
lr:l!lt- Ullti! 1:--;-.;_ [n the L11l ur that Yl'ar 
h\:" t•ntvrs itlttl arti(']e~ of ,1gTv•·lllvnt i in 
n·hit h h:=- i~ rh,.;, i·,beU a.-; a ~.tddl,~1·) \\·ith 
Jacub Kern. a tr:u·t (l[ L:~nil ill Cum-
;·u, a;1;ng the• Schuylkill. opposite 
the t(,\·.-n ,.f l~"rldin~. c,jJ1tainini; !;I.) 
a(Td;. 'fhe cnn:':'i(lvr:Hion \\ as .c.-,1.i, \"iz. 
t.:~76 .;~. to the 1-'roprietarh_'s. £66 lSs. 

11,d. U\\"ln;- to Phil ii) hi-!( k, and _Cl7:! to 
th' ;cr::nt( 1J". Evrn hat! n•) def•c1, but 
held pos::-~!-'~ion urnk1· a \\'arrant and 
::Ur\"c•y fr,1111 tiw Penn~. "exct'pt une 
c!cn• 1(1 ;-1, •·,1mm,,("!atlJ tlH' Pruprietary 
ferry tn tlw tu\,·n uf H.eaL1iug." After 
uhtaining ()lJ$~es~ion h~ applied for and 
obtain· J from tlw cuurt a. license to 
ke1-.•p a taYern, \\"hi("h busine::-:s hi.: l'Oll
tinu+:"d in connf'1'ti,1n with tl11,• f:-1rming 
nf his land until his <leath. As the deed 
nf the Kc1·n la:1d g"in:,s a m~a~urement 
1Jf :.':ll p21·i·h •,.; along the Sl.'huylkill it 
must have had a river frontage of 
nt'arly two-thirds of a mil(' q,546 feet) 
and melude1l the \J\uff oppo~ite the city, 
the ridge up the l'iver for a considera
ble distance, and a lnng- space below 
the ferry. 

F,om tht' nld brick house (still stand
in~;) in which Peter Breeht kt'pt tavern, 
locatc•1 on the north side of the old TuI-
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,H rh,• !Dint \\·[101·•.'. rht..: 
ll c•nds L'ast Lu [he 

t1i Lh<=-' .. F't:'t'l'Y., !t-d di
nuy1n::i:1 and L·nnt.nui•U 

db iUl ::1J:1 yards. It 
\\ .IS Jll~t ,ll)u\·,. thL· pl',iS~•nt 
lnidt.!,·, 11 ht-r,- l.;1·~,· rir1l;·" H r.•r,_; 
LI"lt:ll ·d iJ, \1) l lit· iJLl~t.' rl( 

th,_• b!ul"f tu 1·•1[k'> 

U(·1·q~S ti·w ri\·vr. 1\·us ..tbuut 
!ifty ya1·d:c: Ld1J11· ,.1n,l 1\·as 

11,-.1:-(l by thL' cr,,~.:-,111g- teams ,du~n the 
wate1· 11·as l!JIL Th,-y I vad;ed th,; u[J
p,)site :l!)l)Ut tile fot)t ,)t' Cherry 

elljfl)'t:'d ,l l)l1/!l1Jp11ly 

tll•! river \\"US nut 
upi,n the- t'l"L•l'tidn 

tlll' ('(JU!l[Y ill the year 
re1·dHkS :.;radua!iy fell ut'f. l'p
vun1J1il·~1,i11 11( u1v 1·n11i11 can:J.l 

Lht: ~US•illvhanna at .:\liddldOWn 
L<J H.utdin:.;· th,• f,·rry 11·,1.s abLLrllioned. 
\\"hilt.: iL L·vntinul•d the t(_>at11s t't'lTie<l 
n1·er tlie 1·11·1•r rt:..:.d1ed the Uni n by a 
r-iad11,1y 11·hiL·i1 111,lllY \Wl~•Jlb nu\\" Ji\·
lng- 111d al,rng thL' nunh 11·ing 
\'·,lil ,1f lllt..! 

.-;:..:. ht t 

(':ttl1,1,1t1 .. 

c1:1,I .' .. i :,:1,·1 ,1:--: 
~ l :\i rl .\" ~ ,·,\ l '-. 

Brecht 
1;1:111'gi•, 

1',·ter 
:--un·1 \"t·U ili11l 

in 
lli.:! 

tll1...' 
d.JI-

"linl 
.1,ldai,_1ll 

, ;[, h .,i: l11s , ii ,!·ii-, 11 r,-1...·, l ,,-d 

(',.~!ill\. ii \,,,Lil 
-~h;11·,t• :·:-;Lq\\"IL 
1,, :.],t:·y ( ;1 ;\Ill. ,l 

'.lld :•\J1lt1 all"\" 
',•1111:-111'.) "I 
liy th•~ 1..•,11;1·:. ,if 

at which 
in it. His 11<-lme 

" ;q1pearR un the as:--:t'ssment roll 
"t' that -..:ear ,tnd is t•1mtinut!d on each 
:innual list up to J.nd inclmling 17S3. 
The asscssrr.uH list tur liS4 1s ]l)st, and 
on that of 11$3 and subsequent years, 
his name is no longer borne. About the 
vear 1781 he remo\·es to Greenbriar 
County, Virginia, where he appears to 

ha\·e- carried on the occupation of farm
on a .small scale. 1rnlil his death in 

!e:1\'ing to surYi\"t-~ him his widow, 
.\Inn:, bv whom he had six children, 
\·iz., .\Iif'.hat>!, J,;>sst>, David G., George, 
.\Luy anJ .\largaret. 

Tht're is a tradition among the Ue
:,,1-.,.nd..lnts of Da1•i,l tli--Hl) that he was 
t·1 n.Juc-un,; a gri~t rnill in Be1·ks coun
ty at till~ time ,vashingwn was en
c,1mped at ,-alley F'orge, 1777-78, anLl 
that he furnished a large supply of ttour 
tu tile- American al'my at that place; 
1!1at he \1·as paid in Continental cur
r1•nc;,, \\"hich b..,- its rapid depreciation 
madt: him ba.nkrupt. 

l!t•furt_• I ascertained that DaYid 
Ur•'.d1t li\'t'd in P1negrOYe to\\·nsbip, 
B,•1·ks cuunty, 11·hich I discovered ,vith
in the- la:;:t month, the statement was 
!-'t-'nt tnL' by one of his great-granJsons 
then !ivin~ in \·irginia, that his g-rand
fatht-'r Da 1·fcl G. was born in Greenbriar 
t't>Unty, \·a., in 1775. And when another 
dt-SCl:ndant in like degree communicat
t:'>i thc.> tradition of Da1·id's supplying 
\\·a:..;hing tun's army 1\"ith flour, I ex-
11r·,•s~e-d the opinion that the tradition 
\\ ,ls !LIie tale, as the fact ·was im

if DaYid li\'ed in Greenbriar 
l~~:;. But my last c:urre

nut con\"ince(l and a:--
sume facts 1,·oulll yet 

\\"hil-h \\"llU]d fully \'er:ry 
tradition. ::3he \Yas right. 

th~ til'::;t 
the town 

.t',n· l ~7.J I happened t•> no-
1wn1t.: ··D,t\·(J Bred1t" on the 
•·ding- p:lgP, \Yhich C•)J1tai11ed 

<lf taxables for Pineg1·ove 
The fact appeared strang-e, 

up the di.sco,·ery I 
Brecht 11·as on the 

f,)r Pint"gro1·t> \1·h0n thi:-
!irst t:'Stablishecl in 1771. 

LhL'l't:'•Jll Ul1[il 17)3, but 
the list in 17S.). Thts 

confirms the late 

::\'",1\\' as Pine~Tu\-t! tU\\'TI:-'hip wa~ a re
llW~t· pan of l.h:rk~ (uunty, anLl David 
Ur,~('hl '.\:-IS a resi,l~nt there in 1777-7S, 
,1::d a mil!t'l' by tra(le, and t>Sp!:'c-ia\ly as 
\\'ash111gton by dirL·ction ut' the CU!Hi
Ef•ntal Congress had isfUP-d a procla
mation to all the inhabitants within 70 
rrnh:s (Jf his camp at \Palley F01 ge to 
send their supp\ie~ of grain and t1our 
to that place to feed his famished sol• 
diers, under penalty of being seized 
and forfeited to the state. and as it 
is cutTPnt history that the country 
about Lebanon sent large supplies to 
the camp, there is every reason to 
credit the family tradition thus singu
larly verified. 



-I2-

B}· his last "·ill filed in Greenbriar 
County, DaviU gi\•es his wife, 1-lary, a 
number uf spedfie legacies, \'iz: A horse, 
saddle and bl'iU1e, twu beds, 2 cows, the 
net:dsary kitchen furniture, also 12 
bushels of wheat and £70, tu be paid by 
my ~Jn J esst= and µuss~~s:un uf the 
C'abin he li\·ts in for life. He then giv~s 
Ills !:i!Jll .:"l.l.kr1ad six a.__-r,•s or ianJ \\·nn 
house and stable. and the balance of his 
pl.lntatiun tu his sun J~ssi;:, wn.u 1s tu 
p,1y 2.1:,:0 .£7.J Lu his exet·utot·s. .A.flt=r 
g-1\•ing to two of his grandchilJ.ren .t~O, 
ht: bequeaths the residue of his estate 
tu his suns DaYic..l and U-eorgL:, o.nd his 
:-,,,n-in-la\\-, Jnu . .:\l00re. 

(ll) 1Iaria Brecht, 174:!.-I am unabl~ 
to gi\·e any details as to the sec:ond 
daughtet· of the t:migrant beyond the 
fac-t cuntained in hi.;, will. that she \Yas 
married to Lud\Yig 1.Yittemeyer, of Lan -
caster county. 

(10) Sarah Bt·echt. 1745.-Beyond tht:' 
fact that her husband, a ::\fr. Jones, af
ter thidr marriage mu\·etl to Pittsburg-, 
I kn11w nothing;,. 

tll) Christina Brecht, 1747-1835, \V:1s 

the young-•:st daughter of the elJe-;r 
::\lic-hoel, and \\"US m..11-riecl to Chnsto
pher .Pechin, uf Philad<2lphia, in 176J, 
\\ her.. scUJ'Cely eiglHtc'en years of ag,,. 
Her marriage is surne\\·hat romanti2. 
In the b!uorn of girlh01ld she left Heidd
berg- tu vbtt the fJ.rnily uf he:r older 
brvther Jacc,b at PhilaJelphia. He1~ 
5he met fur the first time Christopl1--:r 
PL.:d1in, who had lately emigrated from 
Franve and made his home in Philadd 
phin. He had been for some time a 
1-mrtner of Jacob Bright in the ship
ping- business, trnding- \\·ith the South
ern ports and the \Vest Indies. :.\li.:;;s 
Ifrecht is de:::e:ribed as a lovely girl, n1Jt 
ti\·e fc:-et tall, of simple manners, pleas
ing- acldress. fresh complexion and oui,;::e 
attrne:tive. At all en~nts !\Ir. Pechin 
f<::"11 in Joye with her, and after a short 
cum·tship thE-Y we1·e married. She ap · 
pe,u-s to ha\·e lived happily ·with her 
husband in a spacious mansion on 
Frnnt strt~E't. until his Ueath in 177~, at 
tlw ag-12 nf --1:! years. They hall six chil
dren. Yiz., ,:,,rary, Christopht>r', Joh.~. 
Pt>ter. \Viliarn and George. ,:,,rr. Pechin 
wal'l an invalid for some yeat·s befvre 
hi~ dt'ath, but tooli an actiYe and pat• 
riotie interi:>st in the \\·ar with Great 
Drit:1in, and is said to ha Ye enuipped at 
hi::=: u,yn expense the company whi<.:h his 
bnithf>l' in-la\,. Jacob Bright had raisPd 
in the fall of 1116. During the OC'cupa
tion of Philadelphia by General Howe 
aft(•r the hat tip of Brandy,\·ine in 1777, 
th(·Y were forred to g-i\·e up their resi
dt"nce. \\'hich was m:t>d to quarter Brit
ish troops while they held the city, Af
ter the reti·eat of the British army 
through Jersey in June. 1778, they founJ 
their houf;e g-reatly abm>t>cl by the reck
less conduct of the soldiery. Here she 

brnug-ht up her family of sfx in respect
ability and comfort. anJ. after they had 
left the old horne~tearl she continued to 
occ:upy it till her death at the ad\"".1nced 
age of S8 years• 

Ha\·ing bl'E'll \:ar]y t·ntrustecl \\"ith th0 
cat,_~ ul h,.·1· hu:'iband':-, l',.:U1t". ~!w i:-- ~,1i i 
tu 11an_• rnanageJ it \\·ith :-kill all(] judg· 
1r.ent. She ,Yas an in•l,-,tHc"lltlent littk• 
\Y0;1~an with g;rvat svlf-re!ianc-c, but ~11,__~ 
app1;.~ars to han~ had littl,; cuntide1H:L' in 
the b:<-nkin~ institutii ,ns of t!1e city a:,: 
it i5= repul'tC:-d th&.t nftPr Jw1· llL·nth lar_'..!,'• 
SUl11S of lll0i1t")" \\er f,1und 1'-t.'Cl'(_•ted in 
difftJl'(•nt 11,1rts nf the h.:-1u,.:e by ht·r !vgal 
rep1e~t:>nrati,·e~. During the Inter ye;_ir;-: 
of her life she liYed a!,1111.:" wall a srn<..::lt• 
trus-t0d :'-t"ITant a:-- hi••· f'nn1pa:1i,>n, and 
a!thtiug-h ,·i~it._.d fi.-~'!l:Pntly hy h(•1· chil• 
cln:n and g-ran'1c-hil1lrl:'t1, :-:he d,~cli'1ed all 
assiHanc<~ prof~e:·,~d* Ly Jhl'lll. 

Fo1· tlw 
we p:·.:-·::1:-nt 
s,·in.'3 b1:l. ,11µ-!, :.:- tn 1 >,: 

\2) m. ~u::anna Hlt-
tL·11ll\ 

1::J 111. 
1-11 

1::1,\\·,_,r, 1:-:;::-1'--1-1. 
,.-l) Katl~ar11:,.- 17'.!. m. p,_•r_,_,r ~hedz, 

1 l:ll l ~l+ ~-
\ 'i J J,ilrn. 11::•i L'\l7, 

Sh:tt'l"ff:-r 17--!-t 
(7) t' L,•.· 1;::, 111. l'at!1cll'llh:' -, 

1-;ri:.:-1:--~:.. 
(.'-_) D~l\ id. J7,1fl-15L1S. m. ::',Iary (;rant. 
('.•) ::',\;i1·ia. 17L!, m. LuJ\dg \\'1tlt:t1·· 

11HYt::-l'. 
(l1l) Sarah, 17•1:3. m. - Junes. 
01) Ch1·i:--1in:1., 17-l:7-lS:'.:J, rn. Christo

Vht_-1· Po2c·hin, 1-;F 11;9. 

Tile immediate lle~c,,.,nUants of th,2-
ab,n-e nurnt•<"l tt-n chil•ll"en of the erni • 
grant. constituting- the 

TH!f\D GEc\ETia\T!Oc\, 
so fa1· a:-> \Y~ ila\·e ~: . ..vu1·l'Ll their names, 
an" ,:..-, fu!lil\\"S: 

or I~) J.~l.'OH BHIGHT, who had 
s~n-n l'hildn:n, yiz.: 

r 1:.:) ::\lir:hH•0 !. h. 11;.~. 11iecl in infancy. 
\l::!) c;eor.c;<::'. l~J3 1-;s,;, m. ::\Ia1·y ).luul• 

ton. 
(If) \Villiam, llj6-1510, m . .::\Iary Rob

ert~. 
tl:'i) ::.ran:. 1760 lSlO, m. Captain Ell

,\-anl l1UlTo\\·s. 
dG) .:\licha,-1. 1762-1512, m. Elizabeth 

Lo!!~. 17Gti -1.SlO. 
Ht' \\" clS kno\\'n as General Michael 

Dri:..;JH. but in \\'hat sn\·ice he obtainl'd 
his miiit:'1.1·y title l .:im nnt informed. H~ 
\Yn::: nlsn at nnE' time FloU1· Inspector 
of tt:<__, cnmmonY,·ealth, m·obably undt!r 
t.hP appointment of Go,·ernor :\lifflin. 

<1:) Jacob. 1714 lSOS, unmarried. 
/1~) Su:::an, 1~66-l~S-t. unmarried. 



Of (3) GEORGE BRIGHT. \\'ho had a 
wife and ch1ltlren, as appears by bis 
father's \Yill, but their names are not 
known. 

Of (J) :\l!CHAEL BRIGHT, \\'hO haJ 
chi!Jn·n as follow::;, by his first wife: 

< J:q Ja,._·ub, ll3.J.-lh13, m. Eve Hose, 
ll;:iti-1.S:!6. 

Jacob Dright was a bre\n~r by occu• 
patiiin anJ cuntlucLt>d a large b1·eweeY 
on the ea:::::t SH.le uf Fuunh street, below 
Frunh:lin. in rl1e tu\\·n of H~ading, 

He had pure:hased of John Spuhn a'::i 
e~trly as Uctober, 1715. the t'Xtensive 
brewery \Yhich Sµuhn had pre\·iously 
ca1Tit:tl on, for tho:> c 1rn~iden1tion (If 
l.: 1ju!I. Th..- [)!'UJ)\'rtY ha.d l:.'.O I'eet front 
lots. 212 and :'.I:-) South 1)ueen strl:'et 
t nu11 Founh street), on whkh, besides 
l111• bri,u·t'l'Y buildings, was erc'('tt.'d a 
~t•1llL' dwelling, :Hill stamling. Brig!1t 

~•ng-agi•d in tht~ brewing business 
Lill\ his dt.•alh in JSL), during whici1 

irJd it \\·a,-; a p!ace o( great resurt for 
l•,\' n:CJh ••J>k-', \\ Jw \\"t't't:' lani;E:-IY Ger-

man <,r 11[ (Terman desl'.ent. 
Ile ha,·,. !),.~n a pers1Jn ,,f 

anl.l ,,·as for 
thl_. t.·oun
rl it•d prt!-

ina! bn:,-..,.;>ry 
\\";t:-,: 

'1tlLi 

.:'II.ti".\, 

the us,~ 
fnl' lift', to-

1\ 1Lh th.1;' inlt'l'L•.'-,( CS1l1). To 
itnd nieC'P, ..\ml)s B. Yeag~r 

Yt•agL•l". \I hu liYed \d~h 
dt·11.tll .if tlwir parenLs, 

:-urn ,1f !.,'.:_;.)(), and the· balance 
ni' l1is r•! 1Ual1,· a,n1ltll!" "his heirs."' 
}!i.s ~,rn,-; in , D-~ni,-·l l{1lse and Jvhn 
HPtl, \\f•l't.:" app,1intt.'d his Pxecutors. 

1~1_)) .:\lil·hae!, Jr., 17,J-:-tS-L!, 111. Louisa 

.:'IIil hat·\ Jr., was a tnnnPr l:,y 
tr,1,I" a11,J vd the bu<:-in~::-::s for .-t. 

1it' \+_'"!I'S. 1-ii~ fatl1t•]' hatJ ))lll"
ol[ .J;i r!lt:-:-i I!,J•Jnt: in 1173 the ol•l 

1:,,nn,· 111" ~!1 ·in~ (;ar.!pn Tannery, in
clurl1n~ tJ;·p arri.:'s ot' lan1l. It was situ-• 
atP n!1 tlw 1,~a<linc:; trJ Philach•lphi:1, 
a r t h1~ p, >in:. th» P••!·ki\)men pike 
turns tel Dt'nt!·kr"s. the part nn tilt:' .:_:ii:.:.~ 
hpiJl!.(" n\\·nc·d by th'? la!"' John Endileh, 
It was expectNl by his father 
t!"'lf .\lkhrt•.'1. .JL. u·,1u]d bv SU('C('Ssfully 
conUucting the tannery be enabled to 
pa~· for it in the course of time. In this 
;\!'.-!1:1..,l. ;-:;,n .. \\·as r]i.::::1.nnnintt·d :itirl i' 
,\·a:: then conveyed by deed of ).!arch 

17:l!l, to his ::,on Da Yid. In 1800 11ich
th,• tanner. remn\·es n·ith his fam-

tn Green county, in East Tennessee, 
anll his name no long-er appears on tht> 
a.s~e-.ssment list for Reading-. By hi3 
,-..ife Louisa he had seven children, viz., 

"Michael, Charles, David, Catharin<c', 
Hal·hel, Elizabeth and Mary, ::\lany uf 
!1is d2scendants still live in that state. 

(:!1) Sarah Bright, 1768-1848, m. Leon
ard }{upert. 1763-184S. At the time they 
were m·arried Mr. Rupert was living in 
Heading and had been connected with 
the 1..,·nited States .Xavy. Some time 
after their marriage it was arrang,~U 
that they should move to Columbia 
ctluntY, on the east branch of the Sus
c1uehanna, ·where in Hemlock township 
the father of Sarah O\Yned t\VO plant:i
tions. one containing 230 acres, the oth
er :!00 acres. Here they remamed, en
~a,.r0d in the business of farming-, and 
1·ean•d a family of t,velve children. 
(4) ).lichael. Sen., took a great inten'.::;t 
in their "·eJfare and paid them frequent 
yi:c;it::. In his \\"ill he devises to his 
dau.:zhter Sarah the two tracts of land 
in Columbia county, where they have a 
hcst nf descendants. 

They had twelve children. to wit: 
Catharine, Peter, Leonard B.. Rebecca, 
!fright, ).Ian-'. Sarah, Elizabeth. Rhoda, 
L.1 \•ina, Harriet ancl Charles. ).Ir. Ru-

,-,·as appointed. one of the associate 
uf Columbia county, and sen·e,j 

with g-rt_aat crer.1it. 

r~~) Do.Yid, 17-;'l-1S4:6, m. Catharine 
IJottenst~in, 177l ·1S5:!, a daughter d[ 
\\"illiam H<Jttt.nStein. or' Cumru town
ship . 

Dn,·i,l 13ri_ght was the third :=:.rm of 
i·!J :\Iil'lrnel lfright, Sen., anJ. \\'ds en• 

gaged in fa1 min,t.::" ::-eYe!'al tracts of lan.:l 
in thf:' neighbnrhood nf Reading-, and as
si:::ling his !'atlkt', n·ho followed the 
same occupation. He must haYe been 
quite succe::-l:fu!. as in 1799 he purchases 
th~ 13o<me Tannery property from his 
f,1ther for .C6C,O. and acquired severnl 
nthf•r tracts of Jarid about the year 1S06. 
In 1810 he buys fnr £100 cash and £300 
payable aft~l' the death of his fathE'r, 
the northnn portion l)f Int 391 on which 
he huilt a thn:'e story c1\Yelling- house 
to accommodate> his in,~reasing family. 

DJx'.\J Dri~ht "·as a good represent'l.
tin, l)f the Dright f8.mily. Small in 
~t::iturr::, as \u:re all his children, of 
N·onomical habit:-:, great industry, and 
uf .::;terling integTitY, he enjoyed the con
nuence anrl respect of the community 
in a marked degree. He "·as E>lected one 
uf the county c0mmissioners in 18~0. 
n.nd at the expiration of his term of 
olliC'e (182J) was appuinted treasurer nf 
the county, which office he filled con
tinuously till 18:;5, when he 1Yas suc
l't'eded by Peter Nagle. l.Tnder the \\·ill 
,\f his fatho:?r he had accepted the old 
homestead at the corner of Fifth and 
\\pashington, built in 1160. In 1817 it 
was con,·ertPd into a public house and 
called the Farmers' Hotel. Jacob Kline 
n·as the first landlord. He was sue-
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ceeded two years later by Jacob Doyer, 
who was followed in 18~1 by Daniel 
Kerper. formerly sheriff of the county, 
and re-elected in 18~4. l,'pon his re
election, Abraham LeYan and his sun
in-law, John Smull, su.::::ceedcJ. They 
were fullO\Yed by Samu~l Beard, ·who 
kept it f 11 r many yea1·s. It became 1 
popular place of entertainment and was 
famillar\y known as "Beard's HoteL" 
His son Herman Beard succeeded and 
for a lung time continued as its land
lord. 

In addition to farming the se,·eral 
tracts of land \Yhich he owned in and 
near the town, he successfully c,)nduc:. -
ed a general store next to the hotel, 
and when his son Aaron came nf ::ige 
in 1829 he associated him as a partner 
in the business. In 1833 he ga,·e up bi::, 
interest m the store, \,·hich was tht'n 
conducteU. by his ~on Aa1·on, and his 
son-in-law John Green, as partners. 
After ~Ir. Green's retirement in 1337, 
Francis Bright. the youngest son of 
DaYid, took his place as a partner, and 
under the new firm the business ,Yas 
carried on for a numb0r of years. 

By his wife Catharine, Da,·id. Bright 
had ten children, ,·iz: 

Sarah H., 1793-lSS~, m. \Yilliam Ye1·-
ger. 

;\Iichael, 17~5; left home in 1821. 
Abigail, 1797-1.'\73. m. Geo1·ge Fisler. 
\\'itliam, 17:lS-lS'.J.l. rn. S,~r:th L,1rall. 
Catharine H,, lS00-lSS0, m. Juhn 

Green. 
Pder, 1Sill-l~S~. m. ~lary E,·ans. 
John. 1'6-1-l~q. m. Catharine Xaher. 
DaYid, lS.fl:',-:~::H. LI. at Zant0 s,·i!lE', (). 
Aaron 1:-:0'.l-"!5'.J7. 111. ::\Iario.. S. ~tiller; 

n1. ::f•c11r.,1, r:.ci~anna Sffoyei-. 
Frnnci:.,. 1~1~-18;14, unmarried. 
.After the 111ani:1½e of his youngrst 

daughtt'•!' Co thnrinP. in :uan-h. lS::~. he 
reqmrt::-d family hr]p. Ht' accordin~ly 
o!'fen ... •tl his ••hlt'S!: daugl1ter, C.J.tharine 
H. Yerger, tlw1~ :-i. \\"iol,i'.\·, a h1inh' f,)r 
her::••lf nnd. f:i.mil:-·, \\"h:ch she ,,-;ning·ly 
c-u·Ct"\lted. T 11,, \'.",·l'k v,.1~ ccns!th•ruLL.,. 
a~ he \\":-J.S- ~!:ill t."n;:'";\!..?,l'd ill f:1.i-:11ing :ind 
kt'"pt a num1Je1· ,·'.' co·.\'s. besiLh~s his 
f:-i.nnlng :--t,wk. His table', thou:;h 
frugal, \\·n~ ~\\\\·a:-,.·-. ~-('npruu~\y supplkd. 
and fa.ml\\· Yisitur::; and fripnrls y,·erc 
aJ,yays wE'l0nm••. Though brought up 
in the HPf1)rmed faith he did not belh•Ye 
in the rec-E"iYed llo,'.::'111ns of the nrthnd,1x 
churc>lws. but 1l0ciclc-dly inclined to the 
more- liberal lloctrines which rerngnized 
the fatherhood of C:<1tl and the brother
hood of the race. As one of his daugh
tf>r~ long ago remarked: If a "Cnin~r
saJist church had existed during the 
period of his actiYe life he would have 
giYen it his willing support. 

RY his will on file in the Register's 
office, and which was modeled largely 
after that of his father (4) Michael 
Brjght., Sr., he directs that 

each of his chilUren shall ap~ 
point l\YO appraisi:rs to ,·alue his 
large landed estate and th,~n g-i,·e~ 
the choice of electing to his se\·eral 
c-l1il(ll'L"n t/J tuk•c> at the ya_]ualiori, but 
nnt in the or11,_,r of nge. 1-lis daughters 
an· JJo,:,tp,Jllt"tl to tl11~ ~ons, ant1 fare Yery 
unt.'qUally in the di\·is10n. The- share 
,,f his s,m -:'Ilk-ha,•!. wh,) \\·1:•nt fro.1m homt:> 
in lS:.!l and \,·as not tht•?'L•n ftt'l' lw.1rcl 
frurn. he dirN•t,:. tn be ht>ld in trust for 
t,•n Yt:-rll"» after his dc•ath. In the e-Y'":'nt 
of n,it rr~turning. it was to ht' equally 
diYidt,11 amung hi!:' l'>-'maining r'hildren. 

(~;::i Pt-tt'l', 1714-1737. Dier1 of fe,·e1· 
at Port AU Prince in the IYt•st InUiPS. 

('.?4) John, 177fi-E'.l:1. He dit.·d earh· in 
life. Hi:-- tombst 1•!1t· is to be fuunci on 
the G00. ::=-mith Jilt in the Charles I::Yans 
Cemett·ry. 

Of <6l JOHX DHIGHT. 
U:i) 1-It>nry, llfi1J. 
(~6) ~Iklrnel, 1762. m. Darbnra \Yatcrs 

17.-;1-1s:r:. by \\ hnm lw had fifteen l'hil
U.ren. Yiz: John, Jarnb, Catharine, ~Iar
~arl't, H,·nn·. Sar~1h, E:liznbt_•th. Bar
bara, GN)rg:e. Da \·id. Sarnu,:l. 1\-il!iam, 
Ann ::\Iary, PdPr and Adam. Hl~ was 
ma1-ric:d a se(·on1~ time. tu -:\fan:wn-:t 
Gln~s, \Yh,1 dh-•<l in 1s.-,1\ I.Jut ]l~ft nn i,:sue. 

(~7) Jnhn. 17'3-L 
( ~') Cat!wrin,:. 1767. 
(:!:1) Sarah, 177ti: rn. in 17!12. J<J!Jn Her

n1an. 
1::111 Su:::an, 1772. 
I :-!J) J;J(·!Jil. 177 4. 

i 1170-h~:1. Elizalwth 
Th,·Y .. ,:_:ht diil-

id . .:'d·1;'.~·ai·vt. 
I ;,:.,,r_~'.:', ),] i,·h .. t·l. 

Samuel. 
(::::1 \\Tii\ictm. 177~1: (·-:-:1) Da,·i•!. 11~:!; 
(;~;i) -:\ta1·g2.rH. 17.S::6. 
c1r (7> 1·:·~TE1t nnrGIIT 
!'.\fi) Jn,:,ih, 17ti:~. 
(:37) r;vqJ I.!"" 17G.l. m. muv,•(1 to Sun

bury, Pa. II,~ ha,l 
Ja1-,,1J, l'l·U•r, Jol,n, 
rino:=>. 

(::.'n C:1thari110. 1711'\ 
J:t':J,•!", l·::c:q .. 171;:]-l',:\7. •'\ l'~l 
C'hildrPn, :ls fu!:(h\·": P-,ti•r. 
John lsr. <.':lt!wl'i111·, \',1pt. J.,11:i :!d, J;i 
cob. Gt,,11·'-"·'. :\!aria. L•HhYig' 1st, LuJ. 
"·ic ~d n~~d F\"(~dt•rick .\. 

,-;~q J l)1n 1:. 111. :,11J':"' l rn 1·11ion C,J .. 
Pa. H::1.d t\\'o childl''::'r. Yiz: Cathal'in"e 
and ::\Tari.1. 

<.ff1 ) ::\farla 17, rn.Dani\~1 LPhn. nnd ha,'. 
P'"Y''ll r·l~ilrlrf'n. :is. folloY,,.: ..\18.r'],an•t, 
Elizabeth, C"athnrine. Ja0nh. Sarah. 
Dani::.-). )[aria, Tabitha, Anw!'.::i, \Yil
liam and Julia_-\. 

(41) Sn.rah, 17~1-1S01. 111. \\'illiam 
Sta.hit.', 1-;-/'.1-1~-i~. Had thn•e children, 
\"iz: $;arah, :'.\lari:;aret and Snphia. 

(42) Peter, l!SO. m. Had one child, 
Jacob. 

(-U) !\1irhnf'l. liFS-1.-.:s1. m. Barbara 
l\-filler, 1783-1870. They had ten children, 
as follows: George, Reuben, Sarah, 



Lt·\·i, Pete!', Eliza, Francis, \\'"illiam, 
:'.Ilaria and ).liller. 11ichael Bright was 
unfununatt~ in busiat"ss and maJ.e an 
,1.ss,g-n:11t.:nt !'ur lll•.! ikn<c'tit o!' vret.iitors. 
D11rrng- ti1e !alter purr1un of his life he 
;,n,i n1s \\ 1(1:;' k,·pl a nuted l't>::;ort un the 
:-ui..ilh .-..:.idL' uf r'vllll SU't:'d, beluw Thini, 
\\ h,·n.: l1lt--'Ut and t·ctkt•s \\·erL• di.spt•nsed 
l•> the pulJ!i<". ..'.\lany .,( the 0ldt•rly resi
,jents uf H.t:'ai.ling \\ ill rl'<.:UJI \\'1th µleas
Ut''c.' tht:il' Vl:-ilr. tu the little whlte C~tbin 
,,·i1ich requJ1·0U an acl'ent of eight or 
tL•Jl st,.:ps tu n~ach from Penn street. 

(.;-iJ 1.Javid, 1-;-~l-l;,,J·U. 
c_if 1 ~) D_.\ \'ID lllHGHT. 
(4:J) :.\lidwel, 1771, 01. l.L1d two sons, 

,·1z: James ant.I .Abrc1ham. H.emnved 
to Bntetourt county, Va., ancl from 
thenC'e in 1~12 to Kentucky. 

,,,}) J~c-sc-', l,,.;-1:-.;t), m. liaLl a son 
J1°sse, ,,·hn is suli li\·ing- in Lewisburg, 
(.Jn~t:nbriar county, \Y. ·va. 

\••J ua,·u, i__,, 1,.d-L~"l, rn. nachael 
1 ~raham, 1-;-~:o-1s:~:). TIH'Y had nine chU
drt>n, \·iz: ).fichael U., H.achael Antoin• 
t.·lt':' Je::::-;t-, Jaiue::; H, lil.'urge .\1, .:\lary 
Ann, ~ar£i.h, DaYicl G. JL. and ).!arg-a. 
lt:l. Ua\·llt CT. 1:>r,:.;·i1l 1nu\·ell tu Hute
ti1urt county, \-a. He \\·as marned , o 
.\11~:-: Ut·u.J·,am, ot' F:111ia::ill,·, V.J.., Ill l..:iVO. 
The same year he remu\·eJ to Platts
l.1ctr_i..;·, -'· \'. !Jy U1,· ,ld\ [\'L' ur' I.Jc \\'Ht 
r_'lintt•n. In 181~ h,_:, changed his resi
,,,·ti1·1• t!) >, .. n. i( h, ( 'hellclllg'U l'I)., ::-,;. Y. 
In t~~I) lw '.dt .:\11n,·il-h and mOVt"d to 

Inll., IJelu,,· Cill(:inn.1ti, where 
in IS.",l. 

1st ).[ary 11. 
Bright \Y::1.S 

Uit'll Uerks 
Sdrnylkill 

llis father to 
(_;1•,·1:nbl'i<.ll'. \·,t.. 111 17~.J. H1.: had by his 
Jtr:--t \,·ift· t>le\·tn l'hildren, a:s follows: 
Ti-:orn<ts J(~rt'.L•!'siin, ::--:anlh, Da\·id, George 
'.'.lary D., ).lary .\.., John 11., ).largaret, 
.:,1iclli.lel H .. Abraham IL, and Samuel G. 
HP marrietl St:'t:on,l Ann Cnneil, by 
\';110111 he had thn-e l'hildren, viz: 
Fr._tn('C':::. Ann, ::\Ial'y J., and Elizabeth. 

(-t:l) Elizalkth, 17S-, m. :\-Ioore, of 
Fin<.·,lstle, \·a.. mo\·ed to Culnrado 
Spnng!--'. C'nl. lfa(l nne l.'hild Anna. 

ti",O) :\larg-aret. JiS!), rr1. :\Ir. Graham. 
Of (11) CHRIST!XA PECHIN. 
(Jl) :'.\lary, llfi6-li:lH, m. Hern·y Ing1e, 

1 i6.J:-1S22, uf Phila. They had seven 
children, as follow3: John, \Villiam, 
Juseph, Ann, Ed\,·ard, ::\lary and Chris
tina. 

(:52) Christopher, 1163 d. Young; (53) 
John, 1168; (3-0 Peter, 1771-1784. 

(5.l) \Villiarn, 1774, and {56) George, 
177S. The children of the above 45 
grand-children of (1) 1Iichael Brecht, 
the elder. constitute the 

FOURTH GENERATION 
and are as follows: 

Of (15) MARY BUNOWS. 
(5,) Jacob, m. Elizabeth Ross. Had 2 

children, Ed ward ani.l Emma. 
(J0J .1Luy. 
(v:JJ .:>Iatgaret. 
ur (10) ..'.\IICH • .\EL BRIGHT. 
HiOj ~usari, li~IJ-lS.J:6, m. John ..--\.ngue, 

1 ;~:.!. c,f F1·;111ce. Had six children, viz: 
.11agdalt'1la, ln,·in, Albert D., 11ichael, 
James P., anLl c:1arlotte. 

<DlJ Lli:mbeth, 17, rn. Richard Ver
milliun, ut' \·a. Hall six children, viz: 
.benrldta, Irwin, ~\latilda, Elizabeth, 
Ann~1lla and Charlotte 

( 6~) .:\1 ichael, 1792-1071, m. 1st Annie 
Ste\\·art, 1:u7-18:37, of Germanto\vn, by 
\\·horn he had t\YO chi!Llren, Elizabeth 
a11J .\lichael, m. 2d Elizabeth .Stewart, 
of PhilaLielphia, by whom he had six 
t'li,,drt>n, viz: John, 1Iary, Le\vis G., 
Emma, George \V., and John H. 

(IJ:.:J Jal'ob, rn. Hebecca, of VVashiug
ton, D. C. Had four children, viz: Ed
\\·u.rd, Geurge, Jacob and Thomas. 

i ti-tl George, 1796-1~24, m. Harriet 
Fanks, of Reading, Pa. He had re
nwved to that place from Phila. Had a 
sun, Lafayette. 

Ut' (!~) J.-\.COB BRIGHT. 
(05) Daniel P..., liS0-18~3, m.(1804), 

Hannah Y,:ger, 17.S7-1SSO. Daniel H.. 
Uright kept th<:: hotel at the foot of 
Penn stn.:d in HL•ading up to 1815, \vhen 
lk sold it tL) Boyer and Green, and 
rno\·ed tn :\Iilton, Pa., where he U1eJ.. 
He left nine chi!J.ren, viz: ELlwani Y., 
Ht->nry, Yt•uger F., \Villiam, Angeline, 
u~miel l·t., . .\.manda and Hiram. His 
\\ idow ma1Tied Samuel ..:-;icely, of Car
lisle in t:':,~;. and by him had a daughter. 
l',lth,irine, n1. l•J .Jusepll P. Tustin, o.t' 
l!!lJnrnsl.n1rg, \\·ho died in 1S92. 

ttHi) L'atharif1Y, 1181-1.S, 111. 1;l)6, John 
Huff, 17-lSlS. They h:.id six ehildren, 
as t'ullo,ys: Ja1:ob B., John, \Villiam, 
~largart:;t, E\·a. and Catharine, 

(67) Jos. 17◊3-lS, m . .:\1ary \Veil, li8-. 
Joseph Bright was by trade a cooper, 
anJ by his ,,·1fe had ten children, viz: 
Anna .:\I., Frances. \Veil, Augustus, Joel, 
Catharine, .:\lary, George and Susan. 

16S) su~anna, 178.l-1810, m. Daniel 
Yeager, tnf Frede-rick), 17S2-1S:?l. They 
haJ. t,\·o children, viz: Amos B., and 
(_·~1 tha rine. 

rti:i) Jacob, l~G0-1863. m. Sarah A., 
1794-1867. Jacob Bright was a tailor by 
trade and after his marriage removed 
to Pottsville. He had seven children, as 
fo!lows, Harriet, :Vfargaret, 1'Iichael, 
\Villiam \\'., David, Mary Ann, and 
Le\vis A. He was familiarly known as 
"Naase Brecht." 

(70) ~Iary, 1791-1807, m. Dr. Jacob 
~Iarshall, 1788-1S71. .l\Ir. Marshall was a 
leading physician in Reading and hetd 
the important office of clerk of the Or
phans' Court of Berks county from 1832 
to 1S35 by appointment of Governor 
\\'"olf. The,y had ten children, as fol
lo,vs: David, Dr. Jacob G., Elizabeth, 
Mary 1st, Sarah, Dr. Philip, Mary 2d. 
Isabella.., Louisa and Amanda. 
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(71) Sarah, 1749, m. George Bech
tel, 1793-1867. :Mr. Bechtel was by trade 
a tanner and for some years carried on 
the tannery at Friedensburg. He af
terwards worked at the Spring Garden 
tannery of William Yerger. After Yer
ger was sold out by the sheriff he work
ed for Henry Connard, who eonU.ucte,i 
the tannery at the corner of Bingaman 
street and Perkiomen aYenue. They 
had eight children, Yiz.: Katharine, 
Christian, Eve, .Angeline. George, Sa -
rah. Jacob and Henry B. Bechtel. 

(72) ).!argaret, 1800-1885, m. George 
Smith, 1802-1878. Mr. Smith was a mil
ler by trade and for many years con· 
ducted what was long known as Reese'.e 
1-liil at the first loC'ks of the canal abo\·e 
Penn street in the city of Reading. He 
was appolntPd Register of \.Vills by 
Governor Wolf, and held the office from 
1830 to 1835. They had seven children, 
as follo,vs: Angeline, Mary, Jacob B., 
Edmond L., George, Jr., Charles and 
Katharine. 

(13) Elizabeth, 18-18-, m. 1st James 
Penny, of 1'1ilton, by whom she had a 
daughter, Clarina, m. 2d John ~fark1e 
or (Christian). They had three child
ren, viz: Mary M., Emma J. and 
George B. ~[ark.le. 

Of (20) MICHAEL BRIGHT, JR. 
(14) )lichael (14\'.2) Charles (i;l) David. 
(16) Catharine, 1183-1855, m. Jacob 

Stiegel, li85-1S69. They had eleYen chil
dren, as fol\on-s: Phoebe, Rachael, 
Louisa, Elizabeth, \Villiam, John, Jacob 
Michael, DaYid, Charlt-->s and Sarah 
Steigel. 

(ii) Ra.chael, (7S). Elizabeth, (79) 
1Iary. 

Of (21) SARAH RUPERT. 
(SO) Catharlne, 17.)6-1887, m. Joseph 

Paxto:1, of Catawis~a. They had eight 
children, viz: Bright, Charles, Mary, 
Joseph, Harriet, Sarah, Frank and 
Lloyd. 

(81) Peter, 11S8-1848, m. Catharine 
Die-hi. He ·was a cabinet-maker at 
Rupert. 

(S:!) Rebecca, 1790, m. James Shearer. 
Had three children. 

(S3) Bright, 17!)3-1815, (S4) Mary R., 
(Sil) Sarah R. 

(86} Elizabeth R., 1799-1881, m. Tho3. 
Lloyd. Had two children, viz: Cath
arine and ~!ary. 

(S7) Rhoda R., 1801, d. unmd; (8S) La
vina R., 1803, d. unmd. 

(89) Harriet n., d. unmd; (90) 
Charles. 

(91) Leonard B., 1810-1889, m. Elvina 
Barton, Bloomsburg. They had eight 
children, viz: Clara R., Sarah, 11ary 
E., Mary B., Charles B. Jacqueline, Ata 
and Lt=-onard B. Rupert. 

Of (22) DAVID BRIGHT, 
(!f2) Sarah H., 17n-1882, m. Wllllam 

Yerger, 1795-1826. Mr. Yerger ,.,.·as a 
tanner by trade and bought the Spring 
Garden tannery property from David 

Bright, his father-in-Jaw. The venture 
"·us nut succ..:e~sful and he was event
ually ,sold out by the Sheriff. After his 
Ueath his \\'i<.luw anU lanuly \\·ent w 
li\·e \Yilh Iler father, Da\·id Bright. on 
-::-;; 01·th i"ith s~n,et, ftH' \Yhom they kt'pt 
hu:.ise until his death in 1846. )fr. Yer
g<:r h:ul ~ix children, viz: Ht<11ry lJ. 
Brig·ht, Annetrn., \\.illiam B., .E:n1!ine 
anU Catharine. 

('.1J) ~Iichat>I, 119.'.i. He left home in 
IS:!1 and. was ll<:."\·et· after lH:ard fr1Jrn. 
His father IJy his \\·ill, pro\·ided that 
).fi(hael's share of his eSUlte should b<:." 
rttaitwd ten y1::ars after testat,.)l'S. 
In the ev12nt of his not returnrng rne 
share was to be di ndeU among his 
brothers and sisters. 

(!./4) Abigail, L':t,-hl:i, m. George Fis
ler, 1~0.j-1:--,Jl. :'llr. F'1::ler kept store in 
Heading for a nu111bt'r of years. He 
tht•n J"t'i11,J\ t"cl tu L'o.J.tes,·iile, Chester 
Co., whl'l'e he died. Tht'Y had. six 
children, \'iZ: Catharine Jane, Gct.ffgt' 
B., He;:;ter, Jacob G. ,rnd Louisa. 

(~:J) '\\"illiam, FUS-lS!:15. Ill. Su:-;an 
Lnrah, lMH.l-1,".->S~. ~lr. Bright was en
g:..:gtc>d in the lu;11brr bu;:;inc:-5.5, but fai!eJ 
in 1S:).J, anU \\'elit to Uhiu \Yith 11l~ L.11n
i:Y, where he !'t.:llt\·U a rarm. In his \\'ill 
hi~ fathe1·, Du \"id Brig·lu, Uirel'LL'(l his 
E"Xt'CUtu1s tu pur~ha-t.• a fann fur \\"il
lL.1m :n u:1Jt). llL· :1r,, ..... ll•,t t!! 
the a•lJUUHl (·) lliill "l''- l• !-il,l-
tor·s p::n,uc, and tu 11·,e del·d maJe 
t<i lht.·i,i,;v,,·cs in u·u:cL fur \\"ill!,llll f,1r 
life and aftL'l' his dL·atll tu t·1:--; cnild:·1..,11. 
A farm "·as purchasl:'J. at"vunlingly at 
Westerville, ten miles nurth\H~st of 
L'u!U111bus, Uh10, \\'llil'h \\"illiam tl('l:U

pied during !1is li[e, LLnJ \\'!1el'1..' suiue 
of his cllildn·n ~til1 resille. He haJ 
se\·en chlidren by his \\'i[e Susan, Yiz: 
Loui~a, Ge-urge L., Susan, LyUia C., 
\Villiam J., Rufus and Francis. He 
lived to the extreme age of 97 years. 

(96) Catharine Hub,2r, 1800-lb~O. m. 
John Green, 1SU0-1S73. ).lr. Green was 
born in Ul'wigsburg then in Berks 
county, moved to Reading with his 
father's family in 1816. Later he enter
ed a whole~ale hciuse in Philadelphia, 
but returned to l~eading in H,~6. where 
he openeU a grol'ery store ,,•ith Danie! 
Hain as a partne,·, on the :a;outh side of 
Penn str1~et just below Fourth. In 1833 
the partnership \\"ith Hain was dis
solYed and he became a partner wi"th his 
brother-in-law, Aaron Bright, on North 
f.th street. Jn 1837 he opened a new gro
cery and pro,·ision store on Penn square 
just abo,·e the place now occupied by 
the Second National bank. In 1839 he 
bought the Fricker p1·opm·ty at the 
south,vest corner of Sixth and Penn 
streets, now owned by Jesse G. Hawley, 
where he erected , \Yest of the hotel, a 
three-story building, to which he re
moved his store, which he conducted 
until about 1870, when he retired from 
business. He held the office of Recorder 



of DPPds vf Df..'rks t·l,unty by tile ap
pointment of Uu\". Hitnt·r in 1s;;;1, anil 
\\"as ti t'cen\ anls eit.>vted Hegiskr ot 
\Y1lls, ,\·hich lw held from 1S4:! tu 1S4J. 

Tht->\. hall P'.;.{ht clliillren, viz: .Albert 
G .. E;·,u;rus U., lla \"id il., Emily t., ~a.
thanit.•l, 1 ieurg-o: \\'., Francis :\1. and 
.-\nuk B. Gro:en. 

1:1~J I'dt"l', 1.'\(Jl-1'>~:!. m. :\Iary Evn.ns, 
l~IJ~-1-.::,-L h_·it•i· \\·:.1:-; eng::igeU in t0am
iI•g in e,irly llfL'. He aften\·anls re
m,J\'t>d to C,dumllla L'tJunty un his fath
t01··s Lu-m near Dan\·ille. This farm 
,,, as arten,·ards Ut·vised to !Hm by his 
L1tl1er·s ,, iil. He :-;u!Jsequencly rernnnc"J 
tu Dan,·i\le, \\·here ~nmi.: of his children 
still rt•sidc. Hl.' Jud SP\'en chi!dl'L'l1, viz: 
l telJb·ca, Hiram, Dennis, Abigail, Pan
lll,l. .\lury antl Philip. 

Juhn, U-,04-10,'14, m. Catharine 
In lStiU he was Llivoreed from 

hb ,, ire and therealter remuirh.'d un
married. Th,·•y had no issue. Juhn 
J3r1:..;ht \,·a,; fur many years a t.:-arnster 
to J'itt:-bul'~·- He \\·us ,·t:ry familiar 
\\'i(h th1• :.:t,ipping p,iints along tbe 
nit1tt', <.llld ut"lt'.n l:'nt,~na1ned his frienJ.s 
,, :th llll 1dt•1~ts ,if his trips. Ht> was a 

t. i111il'ft.•nsi\·,~ 1·1tizen. and was well 

, , lL1\\~·tin,
1
:~..,_ 1)\ ll hi~)' d1~t(~t b~\~-= <.ll1rl :lL'-

~· 1 :lU!ll'fl \\'hi:.:~; l<) .l lll:lll. af-
l· \', :1• ,!.--. i ;,•pubii1 .111;-: , fl 0·n t,l 
h,~"r, ,1 ii, ::.1 ,. · J:r1:.::l1t 
,o,:·~ , \:,-v)I! '()ll. \\',lS 

}l,·.11,,, 1';\l :tnd :li\\',IYS ,1Ut·Sj)1)kt•ll [,1r 

f,;, 
< •,., 1 I ,·id. \'-11-,- ! ,::1; 1 J,. 111" ,·,·cl tu 

Z"1,..:-' ,:t,·. \11,1,,. ,, l:t·11· h,· ,'.i,·d ,,( 
, 11,1•1 .\,l)',,11, 1,.17_ !11. 

:'. I 1: i1 •r 1, ,f !·~ ,., , !, ri, 
il" )lad thirt• "ll • 

i, k. I-'. 
:\i.<.U'~· J;\rH', 

P., Ella !:., :\l!t·ll:1,•I. 
I-It~ rn. ~"'.,1 l~1>x·tnna ~\\"11y1·r, 1\-}:-,~)7. Dy 
liis :::1·c•111tl , .. if,~ ht> had t\\·,1 1:ll1l1lrf-n, 

1-:. and Edn in E. Bright. 
11·· .. kt>pt store in 
fat h D<.l \·,ct, nn 

to kt->1'p 
J~:\7. whi:--n 

\rr·. 1 ;n•· n \\ ,l~ suc,-·0p,l,J(I by Frands 
l'.ri:.dH. Th ... twn br-1)tht>l'S vontinueJ. 
! lw llu~ine~~ up to tlw dl"':lth of thPir 

l)a•:id Bl'ig-ht. \Yhl'n it \\·as L1is
lia\'lil!1;'. t\Jrqu_i~:h the \\"ill 11f his 

!' 1th•·:· acqui!·i:--,l se,·c-ral tracts of land 
nn tll,., e.1:-l sit\" of the turnpike to 
P,nts,·iih> <lnll ,\"tthin the city limit2, he 
,,·a,.; eng-a:.!'etl in farming on a small 
~(·ale, but after the \Yar of the Rebellion 
lw madt' n;ry ad,·antageous sales of the 
l.J.nd and ,Yas persuaded to buy a large 
tract of farm land in the Shenandoah 
,:alley, Va .. to which he removed ,-..-ith his 
family. The purcha:::e subjected him to 
('ontinuous farm work, and he always 
regretted its acquisition. :Many of his 

children li\·e in Reading and vicinity, 
\\ hile a number rc-s11.le in Virginia, 
\\·here he died a few yea.rs ago, follov,·ed 
soon after by his wife Roxanna. 

lllJl) Francis, lSl:!-1~:.!4. \Vas never 
r.rnrned and aln·ays 1iv0d at hume until 
the death of his mother in 18J2. He 
\\·as the favorite of his family, and was 
rn.ade 1rne of the exeeutors uf his fath
~·f.s will and \\'as g-i\·en the first choice 
of taking real estate, which by the wi!l 
\\ a~ rl irected to be appraist>d. He 
elected to take the Farmer's hotel prop
r1 tY at the valuation. 1Ir. Bright was 
(if ·,ery ~a.\·ing habits, and as his per
sonal needs were small and his inheri
l:llll.'l~ \'<.!l'Y eonsillf'.rable, he manageil 
to aceumulate a large estate. Ignunng
the re~1sonable claims of his relatives, 
he conceived the delusive idea of giv
ing all his property to two •'adopteil 
ehildn·n," and made his will according
ly. His remains rest in the Charles 
E\·ans cemetery. 

<>t t~6) 1IICHAEL BRIGHT. 
(10~) John, 1783 •1789: (103), Jacob,)78~; 

(1!)-l:) L'a.:harine, 1784; (10~) ::,.,.1J.rgaret. 
ll.'-7; ll06) Henry, 1789; (101) Sarah, 
17!11. 

( 11JS) Elizabeth, 1793; (109) Barbara, 
1~'.l:J; ,111)) George, 1795. 

(111) David, 11!)7. 
( ~l~J Samuel, 17~19, m. Samuel had 

JJ\·L' ehildren, viz: ~Iichael, Lavin..1, 
.\ il\<tl\(Ll, \\'illio.m and Sarah. 

t!L) \\.illia.m, 1-~Ul: (114) Ann ::viary 
l;\11;;_ 

111:,) P,=,tp1•, 1SO0, m. Peter had four 
('hildt·Pn, Yiz.: Rn.cha.el, Elizabeth, 
.\!, 1 ,.) and a son, wh<J \\"as Captain 
l'ni1ln . .\rmy. 

( llf;) .\.darn, 1SO6-18~6. 

Of /:)21 GEORGE BRIGHT. 
(117) David, 1,'>01-1S27, unmarried; 

(11:':,), :\Iargarl:'t, 1SU--!-1S47. 
(ll:l) Catharine, 1S06-1.S89, m. Samuel 

Shaeff0r; !UO) John, 1SO:J-1SS8. 
(1::1) Geor~e. 1811-18!':.IS, m. Had chil

dren, \·iz: Rev. John A., \Yho li\·es at 
T11pt.'l,;a, E.an. 

d~~) :\Iich;-:e\; (12::!) Sophia. 
(l~-t) Samuel, 1:".UJ-rn::is, m. E\·e ;\Iar

garet \Yeav!:"r, 1S22. They had six chil
dP.'!1. Yiz: 1Iary E., Sarah A., Barbara 
J., Prc,f. James \V., Dr. John \V. and 
~Iar.:.;aret. The willow uf Samuel after
\\-~1~·,ls married Levi Conser. 

Of (3,) GEORGE BRIGHT. 
(1:!5) Jacob; (126) Peter; ll'.!7) John; 

(12S) Gf'orge; (123) Catharine. 
Of (38) CATHARINE HELLER. 
(130) William, 1781; (131) Peter. 1788; 

(13:!) John 1st, 1790-1791; (133) Catha
rine,. 1793 -1814. 

(134) John, 2d. 1795-1868, m. 11ary J. 
James. 1792-1876. He was commission
ed as Captain of militia and command
ed a company in the War of 1812; (lJ::i) 
Jacob, 1797-1849. 

(136) George. 1800-1886, m. 1st Catha
rine Smith (of Peter). Mr. Heller kept 



a jewelry store for ma11y years latterly 
on the west side of North Fifth, be• 
tween Penn and Court streets in the 
city of Reading, He was an expert 
watchmaker and was some·what boas~
ful of the excellence of his tlshing rod::i. 
lly his first wife he had three child1·en, 
viz.: Frederick P., Joseph F'. arnl Jam•_·:, 
Augustus. Hem. seccind Carol111e Kern. 
l-)U,-187:!, by wf1om he hacl six cl1ildren. 
\·iz.: :i-.rary C., Francis K., Charles H., 
Philip K .. Emily C. and Rose C. 

(13i) ~Iaria, 180~ -1875, m. George Phil
lippi. 

(138) Ludwig 1st, 1805-1805: (139) Lud-
wig- 2d. IS06 1892, moved to Easton, Pa. 

(HO) Frederick A .• 1812 1870. 
01 ("9) JOHN BRIGHT. 
(1-HJ Catr1arine; !Hi) Maria. 
Of /.!Ol MARIA LEBO. 
i}-431 :'lfargaret. IS, m. Peter Kerns; 

(1-H) Elizabeth; (145) Catharine. 
(1-!6) Jacob; (147) Sarah. 
f 1--tS) Daniel, 18, m. 1Iiss n~(!Se, 1Jf 

Philadelphia. 
1119) ~!aria, m. Otto \Vitman: (149~'!!) 

Tabitha. 
(1:)0°1 Amelia, 1S, m. Anthony Frirl.::er. 

By her he had four children, viz; \Vil
iiam, Sarah, El!len aml Clara. 

f 151) \\t"illiam, lS, m. ::\1oser of Tama-
qua. 

(Fi.?) Julia A .. 18--1S97. 
Of r;l) SAR.\H STAHLE. 
(1:5.1) Sarali: (134) :\Iargaret: (1~,i) 

SophiJ.. 
Of (•2l PETErt BTIIGHT. 
( 1:i6J Ja,'1'h. 
Of !41/ :\!ICHAEL BTI!GHT. 
( l-i7) (}~•()n:•.'. 1 "> lU. 111. Rosina Lerch 

m11\·t--'d tn 1'1:ttS\'illt'. For many years 
Jw c-nnduct~,d <.!D extoe>nsi\·e hard,;..-are 
StOJ'P at p,,tt~\·i:lc- .HL· llad fjye child~ 
ren, \'iz: Joseph C .. Emily F.:., _-\nna 
:'IL, 1·:i.:''lrge L. and \'.'il!in.m H. Ildght. 

(15$) Ilt>ubcn, 1812-1846. Drowned 
frnm a -.;es~el. 

(l.l'..lJ Sarah A., 1814, m. James All
gaier. 

(160) Le\·i, tS16-1.R16. Captured in 
MC'xico: (161) PetE-r, 1818. 

tHi:!) Ann Eliza, 18111, m. neubc-n 
Goodhnl'f, 1S. They lrnJ four chilllren, 
\·iz: Fri:-clerick, Reuben B., Alice and 
Charlnttt'. 

(u;:n Francis, 1821-1865. Died at 
Hazleton. 

(164) William, 1324-1859, m. :1\-IoYeLl to 
T:1mfUlUU, 

(163) .:'-.Iaria, 1826. m. Jos{;'-ph !IIC'Don
nell, 18. They had three children, viz: 
Ellen. Katharine and Daniel. 

(166) !1-fllier, 1S:!9-1S~7. MoYed to 
Ta.mo.qua. 

Of (45) MICHAEL BRIGHT. 
(167) James. 
Of (46) JESSE BHIGHT. 
(168) Jesse, 1818. , 
Of (4,) DAVID GRA.J!AM' BRIGHT. 
(169) Michael G., 18D3-1875, rn. Eliza-

beth B. Steele, 1809-1895. They hacl 

1~ight C'hi!dren. dz .. !\Ii<:hael, Ric-ha.rd J., 
Hachael :,\-Iartha, Hannah, :.\-Iary, Ge.i. 
and ".illiam. 

( 17(1) Hachael .Antoinette, 1801 lSSJ. m. 
EUn-ard .A. :-.rcr:1tire. 

(111) Jess~ D., 1S1:2-1875, m. ).L.tr.r E. 
TurJ.iin. ]8-·ISii. :\fr. Erigilt \,·a.-; 1J,1rn 
in -Xll!'\\·ich. Chenang-o county, ~- Y,, 
\\'hithi:'r !ti:;:; father l'iad n·m,)\'e.J fr,nn 
lloretourt county, \·a .. in J\:00. In 11• • .:i) 

th€-- family mo\·ed \Ye,,:t to ~ladh,on. Ind .. 
abciut lllO miles be-lo\\' Cincinnati. Aflt'r 
attendin~ the schools of th~ to\\·n .:\Ir. 
Dl"iJYht studied la\\' and in 1S3:3 was ad
mitteU lO the bar of Jd'fers,Jn cuunty. 
In the fuilo\,·ing- Year · ,., was L~kcted 
judgl• nt' th1..• ProbntL" r_'r,un. In 1(');;1) hl' 
\\'as a 1111:mlJer ot the le•~i-:,;Jature antl in 
ISH wns ele<--ted Lit'utenant Go\'ernur 
of tll'::' state>, In 1.1---t.) h•: ,yas fir.st electL't.l 
to the L"nit(0 d ~tates Senate by tht' 
!eg-is!ature of rndiana and t\\·ice sur~•
{'t--'~si\·eJ\· re ~k•c-U·d. His third term 
\\'nuld h,'.:;.\'e (<:qJired in 1S6:1. In Ap1·il. 
18G1. tht'r1:· \\"UR a charg1..• of (Jisloya!ty 
ri·efer!'erl a_g-,:1 ins! him in thl' S:0nat1:. 
The e\·ictenc·p n-as that he hart \\Titte11 
a letter to Jo2ff1~·rsu:1 Da\·is. Presid~nt c,f 
lhl' ~-)Uttern C!rnf,- 1 ](,]':"l('Y, rt"('(!!lln1•:'!ld. 
ing to his nnr ice f)t'r~nn. \\'ho claimerl 
to han:
fin,arm~. 
frankJ~
\\•rittt-n 
r,1 iz-et 

( !,1imant. \\ h,) snmt· 
atld th:1t thp O!'t'lll'l'l~rtrf:" to()J{ 

t· bt-1·1,rt-' :\lr. J,incnln·~ inauguration 
<tnil that at tlw time ht> hail no id<·a 
thl"l't>· \1·1n1lLl be war \\'ith the secerlin~ 
~rntef. The charge \\'flS r~ft'!Tt'cl by tht~ 
Senat<:1 to a committee to inn~stigate 
;Jnd r>-r,1·,rt. Thl' ('nrnmittee h:-,· a Ynte •J[ 

l!\·t'- t11 t\··n rt•po1·tt"d. th;1t tlw [:H'tS diii 
n(1r 1\·arr:1nt the C'llfl.rge marte- againsi: 
thP St•nntur fr0m Inclifl.na. and re,:-om
menclt-d t!rnt thP mattPr be drorped. 
But und1-r lhC' intt>n~e varti:=::nn fFeling
tb,.,n r-xisrin~. thP rnn.!nrtty of thf' St~n~ 
ate m1,l"r the, Jc>art qf ChnrlP:::: Sumn(•r. 
n•tP(l his t•xnu!:=::ion frnm that body, Mr. 
Drkht nft':'t'\\'i11•ds renw\·Pd to KPn
tudn·. \Yht·1·1c• hf' \\'UC: f']f'('tPrl to the Le_g-
islatllre. He aftnffards \\·ent to .Bal• 
timon·. \\'ht'l't' hf' (lied of heart di.ceas\• 
He left tl1n~P childrPn. n:=:: follows: Je;,~e 
J .. Fr~lnCf'S B. Rfl(l G1°nrg-in.na. 

(172) Dr. J;imP-s Bright. 18-. He wa~ 
a noted phy~ici::i.n and author. He liv~~d 
at Lexing-tnn. Kr. 

(17~) Gt->•Jl'.~(' l\I. 1.sH-lRS m. 1\finerva 
Steele. nf ShelbyvillP. Ky., and hart 
E>leve,n children, -viz .. Fen:uson G .. Jesse 
D Genr~e A .. .Adnm S., Hannah S .. Dn.
D., GPO!"'~E' .-\., Adam S., Hannah S .. 
DaYfrl (} .. na('hael A .. Minerva 8 .. Mary 
J .. Hnr.1ti(l S .. nnd ;\fartha B. 

Ill~) :\fary Ann, J8-1S40, m. Adam, of 
Ha ,yk;-:\·:Jle, Ky. 

(liiil Snr:.h V., lR-1890, m. l\Iaj. Wil
lfnm J;;i.n·i~- She died at Louisville, 
Ky., \\·ithout is!'iue. 



< 1:-f.) Da\'ill <}. Jr .. Uit..J in ynmb. 
( 1;~) :\l:irg,-areL 
Ur' (4bJ l1l:.:UHt;J--: l~l~lGHT. 
1 li>-,J 'fhunia:-; Jc•f1er:->,Jtl, h\JO-t:-.Gi. rn. 

Phu•~ti,, :-=,·lt!t:'d ill Sdrth l'.aro-
ltn:t. T!k)' !i\.,, cllrldn·n, \'iz., 
1;, .,1g~• Hn.r .. rht, ,J,·r't',·1s1111. kiJ1t-d at bat
r il' ,Jf St•vcn Pines in the Conic>dt"rattc 
J a11K;-;. l'-Li_, ( ·.,1 lrlllc•, ,J,11Jlt'S and .U:1\·1d. 

!l;:q :,.:,11;1h 11., J.\1JI-J,'\,,.,-~1, in. 1st Sut
•J!ll•ln \\'i·ic.;·ht: 111. :!d D1., Ddttled, of 

T, r.n. 
1 Dr. Da \'id B., 181()-1890, m. 1st 

E'!lt>n ).IuthenYe!I, 18-1862, of Obion 
1·ullnl),'. ·1 vn11. !i\' h.·r ht' llild r'11ur chil
dn·n, \·iz .. iJr. \'\'iJliam .:\-1., )-la:·.r B., 
.Jqhn f{. and E!lt>n H .. ni. :!d _\Ir::; .Ylar
.::;.trd ~,·i·u~g:-= 1 rwe Edmrn~te1 ). 

1 J:,,.'J) Ht•Y. 1 }1',Jt'!{(~ !L. l:•.:l:l-1')14, rn. Da-
1nar1,.; !-,;--,niil•· .\!, l'nmbs, 18:!0-l:-iG-:I, and 
tliL'il at Key \Yl•st. Fla. The-y hall fin'" 
('hildr,·n. nz .. ~al!lUFJl G., .\l:.i.ry, Sarah 
f'. :\Ll!'gar.:·t. 

! .\lary D., 111.1-L d. young; (183) 
.\J.11~· .-\ .. 1:--1~. d. young. 

1 l '-! l !{\~\·. Jnhn :.\1.. I')lG-18::!9, m. 
_\l:1I y F'iLz~·"r:1id, .if lioJU"'ton, Ga., and 
h·1,! _..:,,\-,_,n , J1ild!'L'n. \-iz., tjeo1-ge, Clara, 
.l.'. T .. .\lar~· E .. Juhn, Cbarlt>s and 

.\LlJ'~·at·t•t. l'-l'-I-I'-n1). m. John 
l', .. 1i·,! !lad ll\O chilrlr~n, 

!<1 h.i\·,· 
1 l'!J; 1;:HJ-J.\1):;, m. Susan 

('hil,h. 
1 :'o:.') .\nn P .. 1;11~ I:,.,~:!. m. f-~liza Lind-

Ed ',\' :1 r, l 1--'., 17:;1)-1:S:rn, m. Julia 
!'•'• ili!l I ,·,iu~1n). 

( 1:1--I) :.\!an· P .• l'-!ll-1.'~t~, m. \Yilliam H. 
C.t:nulJ ·Ii. ·1:•;110-l'.._J_ Th,-~· had three 
1-11:Ir1r,,:1. 1·iz: .Tu'.ia A .. Lt·unanl r. and 
, 'llrisd:rna V Campbell. 

(l'.J:i) l'hri:-:tina P .. J'slH-t,,-;-s_ 
TJ~.:- abo1·l, \i!st inr·lutl(·s tlw n~1mes of 

thi:' fourth ge1nerati1m so fa1· as I have 
1,;1'1--'l'taine,l tlv:•111. :\Iany mnre names 
,,·ill lloubtle!'i:: be addl-'d by some future 
family hh,torian. The of'r-urrence of 
t\\"I) instan,·t.•::a= of l'E'markable longevity 
bi"long- to thi~ generation. They aI"W: 
t hi:' grand-children of (4) Michael 
Hrig-ht. S~n .. nz: Catharine Paxton, 
\\·ife nf Jo~t:>ph Paxton, df Catawissa, 
\\·ho ,Yas the oldest ctaughter o! (21) 
Sarah Rupert. and attained the age of 
101 years. The other was William 

Bl'ig-ht. of \\'esterville, Ohio, who was 
a ~on 11f (22) David Bright, of Reading, 
,,·hu reached the ripe oli.l age of 87 
),"!:'Ul'S. 

The chilJren and grandchildren of the 
persons belonging to the fourth gener:t~ 
tinn wiil constitute l'espect1velY the 

FIFTH A;.;D SIXTH GENERATIOXS. 

They are given together in the fo!
lo\\·ing table of pedigree, though kerH 
distinct while the parenthetical num
bern belonging to each generation are 
preserved. By the plan adopt~U tbi=! 
names ci-edited to each generation can 
r0adi:y b~ fuund. First in 01·der corr1e 
th'= great grandchildren of (2) Jacob 
lJright, viz., the children 

ur (62) :.JI<::HAEL BRIGHT. 
( 196) Elizabeth, 1819. 
!)U7) .:.'llichael, 1821-1831, m. Adele

Oeurg.:, of .:Mobile. They had six chil
Uren, as follows: 

(. HS) Ge0rge D. of Philadelphia, ( H~) 
\IVH!iam .:\-1., of Philadelphia, (4.50) Ed

H .. of )Jew Orleans, (451) Adele H., 
18tiJ, ( 4.)2) Stewart, 1860 -!SO, arni 
Le\Yis V., of New York. 

\Villiam, d. 186t (199) Annie, 
(~00) John, tlied in infancy, 

t.:OU ).Iary d. unm'd., (~OZ) Lewis G .. 
,:!O:..\) Emma ct. unrn'd., (~04) George \V., 
Ill .. \Iary Cone, of Decatur. Ill. 

c..:05) Juhn H., m. Ellen George, of ?-.Io
bii,.:. \\·ho h::td fi,·e children, viz., (4.54) 
.\licha""I, LL in infancy, (45.)) Carolin:, 
nJ. and. had three children, Charli::'S, 
1-klle E., and Annie, (436) Henry, (4::i:-) 
J,·~"t:: l..J., t-t.:..;:-) • .\lb<?1·t A. 

< 1c (tiOl ::;c.-sA::--; A)[GGE, 1100. 
(~06) ).Jargaret, m. William H. \Vil

son, uf T'hil:1delphia. 
r ::u;) Sl_Jsan. m. C. G. Poulson; they 

h;_ld fi,·e children. 
L.'.IJ3) Albert D., m. Sophia Swain; had 

one child. d. 
\.:O'..IJ :.\lichael, d. unm'd, 
! ~091 ;i)James P., ct. unm'd. 
i :!10) Charlotte, m J. \.V, Po,,·ell. 
Uf 101) ELIZ.\DETH VERC\IILLIO:S. 
1:.:11) H,:..1111ctta. m . .:\Ir. Barry, ,Jf 

\.Ya:-;J1ington. D, C. 
1 :!1:!) ;::;usan, (213) .:\Iatilda d.. (2U) 

Elizabeth, (215) A,·arilla, d., and (2113) 
Cllarlorte, d. 

C•f (63) J.\COB BRIGHT. 
i:!li) Ed,Ynrd, (218) Georg~, (219) Ja

u,lJ, and (2~0) Thomas. 
Of (€-:I) GEORGE BRIGHT, 17:36. 
(:'.21) Lafayette, 1824 -18!:15, of Reading, 

m, ).fargaret. Had a son (459) Georg~ 
\V .. 1849 1S70. 

Of f,9) JACOB BRIGHT. 
(222) Edward, (223) Emma, m. Joseph 

Leeds; 2d L. C. Trautman, ot: Philadel
phia. 

Of (,5) DANIEL R. BRIGHT. 
(2?A) Edward Y., 1805, m. and had 

three children, viz., (460) Edward. (461) 
Daniel and (462) Sarah. 

(225) Henry, 1806-1806. 
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(226) Yeager Fred, 1807., m Catharint! 
Yeager, 1814-1888, Lives at Ashland, 
Pa., and has five children, viz., (46.{J 
\Vm. H., 1832-189-, m.~ kept a lumber 
yard at Ashland and had 7 children, 
CaLharine, Leonora A., Hunter, Martin, 
Elvma, m. to H . .A. Acker; John 11. an<l 
David, t4G4) Daniel R., 1833-18S0, m., 
one child; (465) Calvin, 18Jt:i, d. in Cal
ifornia, (4G6) Caroline, 1845, m, Jos2ph 
Lawrence, and (461) Harri.son, 1848, m.; 
has t\vo children. 

l227) \\
0

illiam J .. 1809-1865, m. l\Iary 
Yeager, a cousjn_ He died at Reading. 
Left no i~sue. 

(::!28) Ang-':'line. 1S12, m. Mr. Bowen, of 
Philadelphia. Had three children, unf-: 
(46.S) A. H. Bowen, of Philadelphia. 

l2~~) Daniel R., 181G. m. 1st )Jan:, by 
,-..-horn he had one child, (469) Hannah 
Elizabeth, m. to T. R. Jones; mu\·ed lo 
California; had one child by 2d wife. 

(~:la) Amanda, 1Sl9-1S89, m. George F. 
Miller, lf09-1883. They had l\\·o d1i! 
dren, (470) D. Bright, 18--10, and (4111 
George Darron, 18-1--1. They are but h 
members of the bar of Union count>·· 
Li.-e at Le\,·isburg. Pa. 

~:.:31) Hannah. 1.<,,::o. m. Samuel D<H· 
ton. lS-186-1. Had thr,:e (~hildn-11. \·i 0:,, 

(41l~i) Bright H., 1S47; liYes at Le,Yb:l
burg, Pa., (-11:!) Charlt."s, 1S::i3 ·1854, and 
(4:J) Ann, l~J6, m. :\fl'. Bubb. 

c::~~) HJrn 111. 11}'.:~- u.:.-;;;, m. 1st Caruli11i:
Atkins, 10::~J lS:,:i. LiYes at F:·,.:,,pu1 t, 
Ill.; harl n,·o C'ililtlri2'n. l ~:·ll .\ u::;t:·1,L, 
1~.il 1:--·1:l, an 1 (.J:I;)) Carnlim·. ts; .. ·,. lll. Al 

F. BalL·: m. ~d Ilul(:a A. Tisdel. d. 
B:,· L<"•,' l1':' h,li1 ~:-...: l'hihl:·en. Yiz., 
Thrrn:~,s. C .. 1s;.1.1:--G'.\ {411) O!i,·,:, 

rn . .H.K.D"omlce. (47S) Frank
rn. El\·;n1 H. P(ir,d: lin.'S in 
1 1·,-·1) llirah T .. 1~6·l 1S61, (4$0) 

Le1in, ":1 1-:-'GO, m. Eenry ).f. Cl1risl,c;?·. 
and .~:~lJ Lt!•··i~ A., 1.)fi'.'-; Ji\·es at Celinr 
Ha1d·!'.~. Ia. 

Or !Oti) C.\.TH.\UI:.'\E HOFF of I"!.ea,J
ing. 

(:..::'."!) .Juet)b r:., 11:,t,.l,'~.4, rn. n.usannn 
Strc1h,,ck .. r, l~lS l~\O. ThPY had one 
child, Yi:': .. (~~!) • .\mt1S H., lS'.~3-lSll. 

(:;:J4) Jt,lln. lSUO 1:-:1:i, m. Su~an 1:a!1t 
ner. 180:) lS'.10. He \\ ,,s a bl'ic·kmaker 1.ly 
lrade; had six ('hildr?n. Yiz., (JS:-:) Hen
ry .A, Ui::!!l, m. ;\lary Pr~arson, rn:1~. ]i,., 

wri.s a SUC'C'l"~sful nwrchant, and afte:·
wards a banker. They had fiye chil
dren. vi::: .. John, 1S6~ 1864, Henry K .. 
1Sli.J-. DaYif: P., 1~66, Charle-s J., 1S6!J. and 
).lalT P., lSI'.:; (484) :\lary A., 1832 4 1399, 
m. Ja:nes :'-,!1lholland. 1S13 ·1815, ancl hatl 
t,1·0 l'hihfren. -viz., John H .. 1SG7 !Rfl7, 
and Robt.A.:".1ilholland, Esq., 1869;( 48::i) 
.fr,hn, lS::i·l-18~-l, (4SG) Ernaline, 1836, m. 
Ht>nry Johnst0n, 18-. They had fin.! 
c~1iirlrfn. viz., Henry, John, George.Wi: -
liam, and OlfYe, m. John K .• 1839-1842, 
(487) Susan C., 1S41. m. 1st F. Leaf 
Smith, Esq .. b~' whom she had a son 
Carroll; m. 2d \Vm. H. Johnson. of Xe,,· 
York; (488) MinerYa, 1843, m. Loui~ 

HichR.rrls. Esq., 1S4~. He was admittcil 
Lo the Berks County Bar ln 1S6:i, and 
is the author of seYeral valuable la\\ 
buuks, induding- a form lwuk ul Pt>11n
sylyania Procetlun:•. His Digl•:•;t of :\lu
nil'ir1al La"·· ('Omaining reft'1·enc·l•:-; to 
all tht! dl:"ei~inns uf the L'JJUilt)· n'-latin.:.:::
to the go\·ernment nf cities 11f tl1t· thitd 
c·lass. is a standani \York and. t'n,i,1ys ,L 
lles-,,n·etllY high reputation. Tht:.1, had 
Lrnr r·hildren, \·iz., Le,\·is. Juhn, \\'i: 
11am and Suf:an, Ka tharinc·. lS-fG lStJ.j, 
!4S!J) Clara L., 154!1, m. Geni·g•.: Kn,bh<:'r, 
or Xew York. Has t\\·o childrt~n, Juh11 
and Lt•:,:/ie, ,4~11) George B .. 1S.)~. 

{'.::.:,i) \\"illiarn H., 1S11J 1.'-.'s.), m. E~tl11.'I' 

Ki:nml·l. 1s19 l.1:SI.). He> liatl !5iX childn-n, 
Yiz .. 1421) CaUrn.i-inr: D .. l.'-.:!7, 111. Cunrai.J 
Beech+·r. (-l.~l'.:) Sarah P .. lq-f 1;-.:-1. m l-li
ram "\\-. Pink!:'rtnn, an(l h..tt1 t\\·o chii 
clren, ,·iz. Cll"a\·t:-r and (_;e(,n:n:'., l-t'.':J) 
Eliza C .. m. Si.l!rnunJ Gaertner, (-f9l) 
I~ichan1. 1s4~·1. t-t9:.) Amanrla. 1~:i4. rn. 
Ch,u·ll'S H. (~ran,:'S, ~nd (4%) \\"illiam. 
u:;,,. 

1:;:;1J) 
! 2.~7) 

1'17::. 

.:\T:1rg:1rt."t. m S,1m11c-l llciin. 
EYa, l'sl6. m. Paul Il,tl'l', 1s:01 
Tlw\· !~ad :-::••\·i•n ('hild1 i-n. < J:1. i 

J:-,;~( i-!ll'-) 1:--:\t, m. T~t•\·. 
(-!riS 1 .:l rtil'l1arc1. (.UH!) Jul1n. 

).:,q't(,]l_ 1::-.1::. 1-!'.l'.ll11 F1·~ll]L·i:-'. 
Th•·I). A .. 

:-<;11·:,h T.1 \'an. 
I ~' !:.: ) I :_: ~ ,) ) ( ';t I j, ;t l'i n,' 

J'\:;::_ m. Thnmas I'ui·(•ha~'-'· nt' ::"\l•\\·arl:, 
:s:. J. 

(:!l-!) :\f;p·.\· \Y .. 11..~1:. ':!·IM1) 1;c,11rg-,, \\' .. 
1S:?I, and 1:!tn) su~:tn r-:.. 1s:n. m Le\'! 
Kn:-tbh. nf ..\!'=hbn<l. 

Of (,J:.;;) Sl~S.\~:--,".\ YEA\iEH. 
(:!41J ..\:nrN B .. lSI!~ 1~.~9. 111. Sarri'1 

)!11~f"e~-. H,1,1 t\\.,. vhi111n-n. \"iz .. (:,1!1 
Fredt"rick ~r. lS-W. a nwmb ... 1· 1)f tl1, 
H.lngc.-0lrt Ani]J,,r:,·. c11w 0f 1he 1in;t corn 
paniPs that rr.:1rl'lw 1l t11 !he 11,~fe•ns,:, -.f 
'\Yashin~:ton in .\pdl. lS/iL 111. Hannah 
).L 01·np1._ H;Hl nm:> rhild, Susan J., 
1813. m. Hf•nrY S. Hig'h ~d .. Cil:!) :-:;usnn 
r: .. 1s1:1. m. 1-:y,111 :\fishier, late .Sheriff 
of Berkf: r·otmt:v. 

f'.!-U!) t'ath:nine. U,:1()_ 111. Daniel Hf->m
mi;::-. The,:,· had two children, Yiz., (513) 
Su~!ln ,'lncl i:i14) Alllf"I~. 

Of fli!-l\ JACOB H. BRIGHT, 
<24!n Harriet. mu .JS!JS. m. DaYid Dun· 



can, of Brooklyn, )J"_ Y. Hal six chil
Lirtn, \"JZ,, (515) ::\fargaret, (516) Sallie, 
(.Jl.") Da\·1d, (&15) Harriet, (319) Man'. 
~tnd t.:.::ui Clara. 

1:::,J1;) .\larµ;aret, l.SlS 15S.3, m. Jas. Lani· 
gan. Hud ti childr1;n, viz., \3:!1) Sallie, m. 
m. Adam H. Svhmehl, Esq., (3.'.:4) Lau. 
ra, m. Ci-. \Y. \\'iiliams, (.)~3) .:uary, d. 
;11i1_: (;i~D) Jumes, d. 

L.:31) }1iehael, lS.'.:0-18:J·, m. 1Iargaret 
1-::. Da ,•is, ol' Potls\·illt!. Had 6 chilJren, 
\ 1z., (0~7) Sarah C., \,J.'.::-;J Et.l\\"ard lJ., 
1 .",:::.) Ellen D.' (50LJ) Francis B., (5:.!l) 
.Juhn \\'., amt (3:t.:) Ht!nry. 

; iiiL)\\L1~\~/-:l,· A/it 1s:rn. 
(..'.:i.!1 .:.lary Ann, 1:-.31-lS~[). rn .J.Iahlon 

U . .';it·h.,11:::. llad t\\'u c!Jildri.:n, viz., 
:-;a)1it', m. Hv1u-y :.\l,Jrtlmer, anJ 

.lla:·y, 111. Th,,rnas :-->tr:HIL·h. 
Le\\'is C., Ll. 1s:J4 at Erk>. 

}L\lt l' :.\L\HSH.\LL. 
rnrn.1.~1:i. 

Gt•orgP, 
!.-.1j(l) .lanws. 

1:?G7) ('hrinian. 

.\.man
nz .. 

J,,~iah Fun<•;.;: 
1:1\\ 

chi! 
(j.-,0) 

Lvb 
lSJS-

1 -,.-. :1 ~al a. l~liS, 

::hrgl)c1li, lSIG 1s.-,:J Tlwy had fiy.., cll!l 
rln~n. ·;iz .. (.-,,:;1) l(:Hhari~e. 1.-.::)'.J F~:.! 
1 .-,G:.') Sarah, U;H-18~.J. (."'i6:J) John, lS-1:3 · 
1,:-.i. rn. Agne-s c,,nclman. (.)tit) .\nn.1 
1::::1izaheth, 1,,15, d .. and (;i6,)) Geurgi.:. 
ii1~7. m. Sallif> Fr,1.nkPnth•lrJ. 

(:.'6°') E\·,~. lS::3 lS.-8. m. Pi•tc-r TI.'.lr1J') 
,1n,t hnd ::;ix children, \'iZ., (.166) ::\fary E., 
d .. (5G7) Ann Eliznheth. rl., (.)GS) John. 
('169) Clara, (570) .Josephine, and (571) 
. .\ntoinette. 

('.";69) Angeline, 18~5. 

(270) George, 1826, m. Anna O'Dear; 
haU six chilclren, viz .• (572) "\Villiam L., 
LS4 7, m. Annetta Happ, and had one 
child, (573) Sarah L., 1849, m. Jaclrn 
Stimmel, and by him had seven chil-• 
dren. 

(nl) S..irah A., lS:rn-1891, (272) Jacob, 
1s:;::!, m. Eliza Kt>hl, 1829, one child, t51-I.J 
Sallie K., 18CS, m. John Rothermel, 1866. 

U7:J) H..,.niy B., l8::i6, m. Amanda Kcn
,kl, d.; one r·hild, (513) Clara, d. 

Of (72) :'.IARGAH8T S:'.!ITH. 
L.!~4) ...\.ng-cline, 1823, m. Dr. Lemuel L. 

Stewan, lSlS 1853. Dr. Stewart \Vas a 
practicing physician in Reading, and 
\\"t"(ite a d1·ama entitled, ''The Death uf 
the Fil·st Hurn," intended to illustrat 1~ 

the departure of the Israelites from 
E,:..:ypl. It \\·as acted at Reading by a 
lrin·eling company, but the antiquity 
1'( th0 suhjc·ct matter was a bar to it.:o 
:-;ucce~s. They had two children (:iiG) 
:.\Iargaret d., and (517) Katharine, 18.J·l-
1.~:,;-;-, in. to James ~olan, 1844, a well
kno,yr. r~ilroad contractor; they had 
t \\"() chiltll'en. 

(:.'.7::i) ::\Lu·y. 1S~3. m. J. DePuy Davis. 
JS:!.l. 1Ir. DaYis was admitted tv 

liar in lS-!7. He then en
:\Jt-xican \\Tar us a private 

n•gim ..... nt, and \\ ith th•~ 
.\meri('an an11y cnterei] the City of 
.\l,·xi," und 1 (;l-nei-a! S<..:ott. He ,.-as 

117::.! 1 :v• Pl!' 

1:d,1<l1n~ in i'J1i:; \\·as appu1nt
,,,i L-.::ut. <'••I. 1,f the 161th Hegirnent, 

\'1,I:,;. l.l!Hk1· th~ c1,1nn1a.rlll uf 
~nd 11pon the death 

su<·C-l~l'<h-(1 to the 

he went t,) F'rt••.:
he r~nte1·et1 into Ja.,v 

" his cnuc;in Hiram 
~l!bSN/UPntly l"t'lnQ\'eJ to 

in t_'n\orado territory, ar.d 
Ju1.!ge by the squatter 

Sr)\"Preigns .. \tter the t•~rriton· was or
;::;:tniz-:>d he rrrir-tict:d la\Y ,dth ,rnccess. 
B,~ s•.1bsequently returned co R,~at.Iing, 
\\ hP1·e he die1.l in 1SS7. 

1 :.:7':") Edmond L., lS:.!9 lS!Jl. m, ::\fag-da 
l,·n,1 nt~iner. :Olr, Smith was actmfrtetl 
to practice in lS;Jl, and became a very 

Ja,Yye-r. H~ ·was i::,]ected ~·) 
legislature in lS;JR ,59. In April. 1801. 

11'" j,)ined thf.' First Defenders an,l 
marched to Washington ,...-ith the Ring. 
go'.d Artillery. After a short service he 
,Yas ri.ppointed by the Secretary of War 
to be a captain in the 19th Infantry; 
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was in the battle of Chicamauga undc.>r 
Hu~ecrans and Thomas, where he was 
captured and sent to Libby. He escap
ed from the prison by means of a tun 
nel excaYated by the prisoners, but waB 
recaptured and sent to Charleston. Af
ter fourteen months' imprisonment he 
was pan11Jed under an arrangement 
with the gc,vernment and finally ex
chanMed. He subseriuently went to 
D,=n \·er, Col., ·where he acquired great 
reputation as a lawyer, and after a 
number of years of very successful 
practice, returned to Reading. He had 
five chil<lren, (519) John P., <.)SO) Susan 
.\.., (;181) George H., (582) Charles F., 
and (,J83) Margaret L. 

(2--;8) GeorgE-, Jr., 1331, m. Ellen Lein
bach. 183:!. :\Ir. Smith ·was a miller and 
was engaged in business for a number 
of years. He was an adroit politician 
and assisted many of his party friends 
in their aspil'ations for office. He had 
twelve children, viz., (584) Margar,'.t, 
1851· 1857, (58:i) Catharine, 18.)5, (:i86) 
Douglass, 1857, d., (5!fi") ~fary, 1859, (:iSS) 
Charles, 1862. (589) Edmond, 186-l-, (39llJ 
Elizabeth, 1.S67, (591) Jacob. 1869, (!19~) 
HP-nry \V., 1871, (!193) John Fred., 187~. 
(594) George, 1875, and (595) Joseph, 1S7i. 

{.279) Charles, 1837 1863. m. ).[ary LF> 
van, who aften\·ard m. Peter N. Boyer>. 

('.2S0) Ka lharine A .. l 839. 
Of (;3) ELIZABETH PEX:-iY, i;n,J. 

1837, AFTEIHVARDS ELIZABETH 
:-IARKLE. 

('.281) Cnriniia P. 
(2S2) :.\fary l\farg:nret :.\I.. 18.29, of :.\Iil

ton. m. ::\fr. Griffin l1f ProYiclenl·t>. Th ... \. 
hnct the ('hildrr·n. \·iz .. Ci:i6) John ::'IL. 
JS:',..J., (::i97) Emma E .. 1~:"16, (:-i1,S) BPn.i. F .. 
t:-,(ifl, (:'i::lf\) C'lctrenre, 1862, and (600) Clara 
1S6~. m. to Lutiwr Smith. 

('.283) Emrr::a J. :'IL. 1~:;-L m. P. H. 
Thompsnn. Had three rhild1·en, \·iz, 
lf:iOtl 1,;) Charles C .. 1S:-i6 lSSR. (610) Ari0 
-:\L. lSGl. and (60~) Georg"i:> \Yl~ntz, lf,;67. 

(~S-t) Geurge- B. -:\I., 1~~7 1ssg, m. Emily 
P..nbesnn. H0 ,Ya~ a sad(l\er by trad(•, 
hut pn:·:\· ernharkl•d in the mining- of 
anth1·arilP c·11<1l nt>ru· Jeddo. Pa., 
anrl rt>nliZl'd a prinrr>ly fm·tune. 
His family rP:-'itlt..~d in Phi!a 11Pl · 
phi."!, :u~d l;n,l tin~ chiltlr,•n. •;iz., 
(603) ('Jnra, l."-1\J. (60-l-) Ida, lS:-i~. (GO:'i) 
Genrg-1~ B .. L"iJI, m. amt had a child, 
Ceo1•_g·f• B.. Jr .. (IJl)6) John, 1SiiS. m. 1\In.i·y 
K. Rnhin:-:on. and <607) A!Yan, H:61, rn. 
nnd has four chi\cln-"n. Emily, 18RR, Al
\·nn, 188fl. Donald and Eckley B. C. ~18.1'
kle-. 

Of (76) CATHal RINE STEIGEL. 
('.!R:J) Phoebe. 1S05-1805. 
(~S6) Rachael. 1507-1893. m. David Dix. 

of Augusta county. Had twelve chil
dren. 

('.287) Elizabeth, lS0R 1859, m. William 
N. Quick, 180fi 1855. They had four chil
dren, viz .. (609) Nannie C .. 1839, (610) 
William S .. 1840, (6ll) David, 1844, d., 
and (612) Jacob. 1850, d, 

(287) Louisa, 1810 1894, m. :\1khael 
Stover. Had six children, (613) 11ar
garet, m. C. Bremer, (614) \Villiam A .. 
(615) Amanda. (616) David, t.l., (till) 
:\lkhaE:d, d. and (613) Sarah, d., m. D. 
Prinre. 

!ZSS) \Yilliam. 1812, c~S9) John, 1s1r., 
(290) Jacub, 1818. 

{::91J .\lkhnl:'I. 1Sl9-1S3:.l. 
(:!!J:!) Do.ff id, lS:!l-lbG0, m. Sarah Sei -

bert. HaJ Jl\·e chiltlren. (61\J) Cornelia, 
m. George HooYer, ( 6:!0) Jul1n :-.1., m. 
::\lagdalen Keller, (6:!1) Elizabeth, m. 
Henry Henke!, and (622) A.lice, m. S. A. 
Henkel, and (6:!3) Charlt's D. 

(29:J) Charlt·s, 18:?4, m 1st Sarah Kaul'i
man; had l)y her fi\·e chilrln:n; (6:!4) 
\Villiam, 1.6:!.-)) Juhn J., (6:!G) \Yamv!ei". 
(627) Charles. and (6:!S) Sarah; m. :.'.,J 
and had six children, (629) Herbert. (fi3iJ) 
_:..:annie, (631) Alie:e, !,632) Grace, (6J;;) 
\\'illiam, anrl (624) Lulu. 

(:!9-1) ~,uah :.\L J .. 18:!7, m. F1·ank 
Kot ner; had ten chi!U1·en, (63;!) Charles 
\V., lF:45, i /:i.JQ) EIYY E .. lS--17, (637) Sarah 
1\1., 1S49, (G;::S) \·irginia, U,30. (6:::U) Da \'id, 
1s:i1i, (tl-10) J1ihn ::.\1., 1~.",i, (641) Pini.::kn._,_~· 
H., lS.19, (6-l-:!) Emn?a S .. 1869. (64:.ll E(l
n·ard L., 1~6~. and (6H) :\Luy L., 1S67. 

Of (SO) cxni.\nIXE P.-1.XTOX. 
(:!9:'i) Bright, l~-. m. Ernaline Dai-tun, 

or ::\Iuncy. 
1:2'.JG) Char\P~ TL 1~1 -1.l::S~. m. P..;11·h1.• 1 

Charle:-;; tn·n childrvn, 164-l) .:\Lug-ai·,:t, 
rn. _\ll". 1.'lir1~(inn, und 

(~'.17) ::\[ay }' .. llL (i•.'!•1"~·,, :-,('••! t: l \\.,J 

<'hildr...i1. \·iz., 1fJ-t:,) I..::;ttl' :\I .. 111. Hl ::\!1· 
Hl'ifsnydt'l', and :.!d J. \\- \Yillt::lz, h., 
\\·hom ~111• h~ttl thr1• .. ("hihln-n, .:\Luy .:\l, 
Kai.t..• :\I. :w·l Dr. l'.: J.nd 1!i-t·J1 
1 :eorg-1:• ..-\., 111. Alla one chi! J. 
Jvnni(·. 

(:!!""JS) Juseph P., ha(l t\\·o l'hililren. one 
(6.17) .\lexis l"!., lielllenant t·. :-;_ .\. 

(:!UB) Haniet.. m. ::\Ii-. Ya~tine, ,)f St 
Luub: tllrn' r-h1l~ln:n. 

(':'.00) Sarah, m. ::\Ir. Bt·ll; harl tw,,..1 
childr<c'n. 

(;;U]) Frank. m. Susan Lloyd, of Phil 
addphla. 

r:rn:.:) Llnyd. Jls::2!"1, Jin"s at Hup~"rt. Pa. 
Of (:11) LEn~.,\ltD D. J-:.l.-PEl~T. 
c~o:J) t ·1ar:1, 1~:i:.!. m. Di·. \Yiliiar.1 lf. 

Pai-k,..:.; h~1,l -:ix vhi1,l1·t'n. (f,.\S) Lcon:n,l 
P., L',Jfl, 1Gt:i) ElizalJvth P., lSliG, (G~l0) 

Ala P., 1S6~. 11-i,!1) •. \Jz(la P., lSO:l, (6~~-, 
Ann H. P., 1s·:::!.18'J~, am\ (6.33) En1 P., 
IS,4. 

, :JO-!) Sa1·:111, 1 "::14. m. D::rniel Steck. of 
\Villiamspnrt. Had three children, viz .. 
(634) Eva, 1865, m. E. A. Chamberlin and 
had two ehildren, Helen and Edwin: 
(6G5) Harriet, 186;1, m. \YillanJ \Yise and 
had two chilclrt'n. Danit>l and Eugene. 

Of (12) SARAH H. YERGER. 
(;105) Henl'y, 181::! ]852. m. 1st - --, 

by whom he had one child, (6;J6) Henry 
S., m. 2d •- -, by \"\'horn he had thrPe 
ehildren, viz., (657) George B., (658) Du. 
vid. and (659) Sarah C., m. Mr. Thoma:'!. 

(306) D, Bright, 1816··1881, m. 1st Ruth 



J1rne:,,: l~--1-~:~11, by w:7.om h,:c fl.ad thri-:e 
t hlhlr':n, i DliC) Ih·nrv, 1SH -1S92. m. 
F'1·anc·,-.;,; -: Y-io i~.su~; p)ljl) Charks. 
Jg-l:J"-1\tl~. kill':'"d by railri1cc'...! aet:!dt'nt 0:1 
Id,.; l'c:urn (rorn L'1C n.rrny, :.n .. d (66:.:.) Sa.
: ah C .. 1,-.,'lt m. l:--:t \\.ili:an1 H, Bu\1·t:'r·:::., 
!"-1! J\'0: m. :.:d Frnnt·i:-, G. :-.:t:":'i:'.; D. 
Bri:.;l1t. m. ~c.i C'athadn~ E. Krech.•l. 1S23. 
!•y w11,>m he had sEx children, nz., tti£.;) 
f-h·ni·y, 1$-4.1, (t;f'J-l_\ Jqhn K., 1..-;..1,S-EIS., n,. 
Julia J 1.,.nning;:;, childr::n, Henry E., 1sa, 
..-\.nn J., Hf!:.:. nnd Jul11l K., 1s;s (6fij) 
('.J' .. h:;1··in1:!- E., 13-G0 :..,,:.',;:j_ m :u ... .JL•d 8ood .. 
han, lSi_.o lf..~:5, ot" Ha<·"-o:'nsJck:, t-=". J.: 
t'.iliti) :H::ny, 1fG1, m. r:.::.1'.f G~ble-, \bG,, 
J., ·.na!·rJ K .. 18:'.i;), Chetean. 1nd. Ter., and 
,,;i;,'.'J rrunk. JS.5!:I, in L1srJum at Ha!'r[s
hun1. 

• :!tJ;"°) .\nnettn n. IS: 7 L:<"!1,~. m. He:·rr.an 
l;\-;\1(\, 1~7..IJ-t~}-.;i_ ~[r. Bt·<Lrd \,a::, for 
nnr.y yeJ.!"S th-r:- lanG.'.ord of the 
Farm-ers' H,yU•l l)n :X.Jnt Ii~ifth 

Th(·Y had t;ix: children. vjz., 
~nmi:,•I. 1S~·u. m. Ht:'h:n IL:ed, •JOE' 

1·aihL U,,oi g1J: 1.-6~1'> \\"Uliarn. \ G71) LH,1,, 
and ,G:-:', E:1lllla, {li-;-::) ~urah. IS45, m. 
. ·\ I. :_-:,. hua1..+::.,nbul':_:;: ,_li\•0r,....ed in IS;""G: 
had r l1i!dre:1, ;\lin,•1"sn, m. l~. Cub21·ly, 
:tnt] .~1H,tt,1, F':·.:..1nk 11:.uison. ~-tl--;--1;, 
\\-\i1i;1rn, 1S~Q. 

r:;,J,)l \\"illi:1rn Cathel-
l int-· Kn,,pp: 
rn. :\1 1,11,_. ·· tlrt: 

;-~:1.~1- -~'; 1;~~.- l ·~ ~.i:/~~t\~~ ,l ~!: n 1·y .St,:\·;,; n~,.,:1, 
. 1::,I ]):1Y:d. 

:\I: .. •·:c: :-,1 :· :'&ly,-r:--· \, r1:-; ~ printer '.)y 
11 1•11J .1:i,] 1,'l::_; p:1:)l1~l1Pd in l'lnn~,.:t:un 
,·.-:ti: lli:-; faL·:11•~·. tl:.e B,~:·l;;:::; 

1 • l '!·•~~---
i1t-i· llw .;lat,: :1~1,u:-:t•) \e2;isl:l~U1'fl, 
l''S-1-7 ,,.:.'Ji Th.•y ha,J 1,:11• d:ilcl, 1,1;-;~) 2:-J.--
r,1!1 i~., :11. l~ilh::i:·ll :\J,_,yt·O:'-, wh,J m1J\"E:d 
t ,1 Larn.n !", >l: •. 

C~Uil C.1tl:,1•·i1!t'. J>:;:l'J-. !11. D~-. L. Finni:•y 
r'rtl1h1 "~ll. l-~2:-i-lSG:t~ had Rix -ct.~hlr-e;l, 
thn:·e or whom are 1ivin~. \"iZ .• 
16'-II) ~:,rah. 1'1..J:l. rn. J. \\r_ .\tuHly, lS--
1~~;;_ (G'llJ .\1ary. l'i.)l, ar.cl iUS:') \Villio.:n 
1~:-,7 

Of <0~1 ..;\BTG-AIJ, FfSLER. 
1:n1~ :'athar:--.e, lH~. m. G-Forg·e ~::it 

,·:--t>ll. lSl:J-Jh:SG. :,[rs. ::Litch;ll Jj,;e::: ,1.t 
lfarrlsb11r~. ?a. Th'<'r h.atl c-i2.ht chi1 
:lrE-n, dz .. ~ ,'.ofi.8'.il Anr,a ::'IL 18:JS -13-l.5, (6S-l) 
FrHnds ~L lS-!Q--1<;:s.:, <6S;',) lsaheHa ~1., 
1-s-1:.:. m. B-2-nj. H. D,)wer. d. u:;3; had 
t1.\·o children, Clara. F .. 1S67. m. Ge0rg>': 
T1•i I ly, and Geor~E- ::\L 1~-;2: l 6:S6) Gen!·ge 
f'. 1L lS-t-1-1::6~. ftiSI) Cha~ . .2\-L, 18·1:6, Ill. 
Eliz.a Y. Horn, l)!.!i. ~ r~1Udren; Bess.le 
Y., 1,s;iti. awl G~rtrude E .. 1879: (6~5) 
.\ldry ~L l~H: t6S!l) Jane F.< m. 185'.J, 
and f-690} Catharine B., m. lSSJ-18.53. 

1:;1~1 .Jani:', l'l:.!0-lS.'.",I) m . .Solun Fl-er..1-
:r ::- l~n LL Yes at Des. ~,lnine'fi, Ia .. had 
1 lhlld1·e-n; (6fil) Lf'-titia F .. lS-1:6 m. 
B~nj. C. ~~hite H~2-1SSS, had 4 ('"hildre:1: 
f;-:"o. :F .. 1866--lSIJS, Grace- :\f., 1842, Benj. 
F'., 1313.-1875, and Pearlatta 1s;s; (692) 

l~,t'Cl. T. E--f.J.-lS';'-L and l6'.J:n Jahn, 1S-t8. 
i'312) Geu. n., 1323, m. Emma L. ~Ivore. 

::.:::...::f. ls a 1:1;,ichinist by t:·adc and live:, 
:11 :::-r.am,1'.{'.!~. P.J.. They !~ad I children; 
,:t;~q) ...--\n~1e B., b53, m. Levi 13, ).Lwgar.-
1·.-lh i5-±G-1S7i, who h.ad 5 chilUren; Em-
1n·1 L., V::~:•, 1 ':u1.,.;_ K .. H,Sl, Geo, F., 18-84, 
Fr;1.nk 13, t-:iSJ-J},'Sii, and The-odusia, 1S97: 
i c:·rs) (~ l:'0. ~L. 13&5, m. i\Iar-y Bach 1870, 
m,~ "-'.hll"-l, 1la.\·gare.t. urnti·, (tf~£) Frank 
J:., l.'i.77; !t)~~I) .'.Iary .:\I., 1860; (6~::;) Sarah 
J., rnr:;.:_;.1s6.:i; (699) Jennie F., 1868-1869. 
:ind • -;-1•0) T1w-du.sia, Uij:'.:·. 

1:a--1, ae:::ter H .• ::..5!~J-::..S23. 
i'.:1-;)j Ja,1)b G-., 1327, m. Margaret ~1c

,-...➔ illiams 15.Z~. Of Chester Co., agent for 
~all' of timU,,.-r· and. Jh·e-s in Phi!a. Had 
; ,·hiJJn,n, (701) Louisa, 18~1; (70~) 
::-:,1:·:d:1 :\J c\V., 1:-i.=,5: (1(13) Geo., 1857-1885; 
1 7f)-O Arthur B., lSJ'J: C'i"0:S) He!1ry M., 
~~1i~: (7::16) Dt:>Lacey 1,N., 1870, in Brazll, 

:1 r.rl r-:",J7l \·erner \V., 18;'3-1815. 
(:3!6} Lou,s:i. 1S30, m. Rev. T. DeLacey 

IYardln'.\", 18'..:!J-1819. Had 11 chilGcen. 
Y~z: (703) James C., lS'.;,3, cf "µ:'"ar Trace, 
'T-t"r.n: t.~09) :'.\faggie F., 1S::i4-1S59; (710) 
IJ~,Lnl'•.c'f, 18-':-6: (-;'ll) AlJbey B,, l.S5S m . 
P/ii!ip ScudJc:-r: (11.!) Yernon S., 1861; 
• ·• 1:: 1 \',:rina U., l,i.;Q;J m. Geo. Burke, 
Al:::.y .. Kins:-ston. Tenn.: r-;1-n Louisa, 
1::i:1;i:;, m. Gen. R. c:ayton, of Fort Wor~h. 
'1',-x. ,:J.:i) .\[:tud B., ~':-ri;.; m. A..lb,~rt A~-

,;-16) ·"'r_rulin'!' :-.:., 15.;;_i 1/1';°) S=1:-:-.
:1i11.·.i L.. l,\l;.!-l:~1; . .a.1Jd filS) Glad;;:U~ne. 

F ,,rt \Y .. nh, T-2x. 
W[LLT . .UI BIU'.;HT . 
L-oui:>a, u,:11 m. i...:r.::1.ncy L.:t\v-
1 ;,-,1. L.. 1:-i·r:: m. 1[.ary \VL•od. 

d1ilt/:·,•n: 1?l!l) f'ha:·lt"5; ~72LI) 
:'IL1IJ-~_·I: 11::'.1} "\\'11.i,lm, anrl (;":?:?) Henry 

,:)]'IJ ::-,w::.11. I.--:;;-;- Ill. Jame;:; B,)}'er; 
r:~21.)J LyrlLa C .. 1S40; {:}'.:'.l) ',Vm. J., lS':l:2.. 
t:;~::.'! l'cu.us1 l,">--\-7. a.n,l \_,t:'.::'.) Frand-s, 

OF' 18-6) CATH),~RI.NE H. GREEN. 
;: :.'.!J _-\.t ... n i,. 182S m. Rebecca Dkk

~r.'.:(,n t:-.::l6. }.lr. Gre-en was graduat~d at 
1·,!l!e1:;e in l~-HJ n.m1 admitte<l to 

County Bar in where he 
,,11.g-,1.:.;1:•J ~:-:: law lJractice to 

i hl' p1·e~l:'nt t.:'1e. He is president ot' 
·1w 1-4 ic:.t1)ril :t\ ~ ,,,h ... ty nf Co::::i.:s County. 
The:::; had eight chlldr-en. -.,.-:z., (12::::, 
1-h·nry U., 1, .... -. L;Ta<lm .... t~.- d: Y.:1le in 
1-.:7-;, :11\mitt"C'J trJ -rhe t;,u, in ::_~;~: mem
lit'r or :he: ;_-:;;t:n-e ( Ho.) Lt:";,r~-:Jature 18S..f--
1S'SS, and -of the Senat~ 1338-1396. E1ect
l·d t•l C"1ir.gTE:5S in 1S99 to fill vac-ar::cv 
r·rrn~e-d ])y ct~;-1.th of H•JCL D,rniel Ermt:□-
trout and ?'e elected in lJOO. Be Js 
prac.·t:cint! ld\Y al Heading, Pa.; (i:'-0 
Ella E., Js:-,'J; t":25) Eml~y. 1361-1864; 
! 7:.'6) Hc•rbert TI., 1S6-t. graduated .at 
Y.1!e in 1'-~:i. ~':rr.;tte-li to the Bar- ln 
JS~-:--: 1 l:!7) Gf',! n- .. Lj6i, m . ..\Iary Rose, 
h;:.,;; ::! rhild:-er,: Albert and Lathanne; 
17::'-.) l"-:liz~\')Pth D .. 186'11: (72'!), Anna B., 
lSl-l:. m. Rnberdean Annan, Cashier of 
XationaI Bank of Frostburg, Md., one 
ehild. ci.nd (730) .Julia, 1317. 

In 1S£8 Henry D. Green, above named, 



raised a company of 108 men for 
service in the Spanish~Americ11n 
,var and was commissioned as its cap. 
taln. After being se\'eral months in th~ 
camp of instruction at Chattanooga, the 
company was preparing to embark tor 
Pono Hico, when the sudden close of 
the war ended the term of enlistment. 
and the Xinth Regiment, P. V., to which 
he 1\·as attached, was mustered out of 
ser\'ice. 

(325) Erastus R., 1830, m. Adella Ive,;;, 
of St. Louis, )Io. Lives at Chicago, Ill. 
::\!r. G:·een graduated at Yale college in 
1551. is an attorney and has long Deen 
c:onnecteU with the title department 0f 
a prominent real estate firm, Has one 
child, (731) Jessie. 

(326) David B., 1831-1893, m. Catha.
rine Brooke. of Pottsville. ::\Ir. Green 
was graduated at Yale college in 1s:.2; 
studied law with John S. Richards, Esq., 
and was soon after admitted as an at
torney of the Berks County Bar. fn 
1857 he removed to Potts\·ille, where he 
soon enjoyed a successful practice. Dur· 
ing the ":\lolly :\fcGuire" troubles in 
the coal regions, under a special act of 
Assembly he was appointed Judge 
of the Criminal Court of Lebanon and 
Schuylkill counties, and many of the 
~folly .'.\IcGuire murderers were conYkt·· 
ed in his court. He serYed as ~Iajvr uf 
the Pennsy\\'ania regiment raiso2U in 
Schuylkill ceunty during the Rebellion, 
and after his return he resumed the 
practice of the law. In 1S82 he w·1s 
elected Judg-e of the Common Pleas cf 
Schuylkill county and was re-elr:-C'ted in 
1892. :\Ir. Green had thrPe childn·n, Yiz .. 
(1:::1) Ida, 1872, (73'.!) Catharine. 1Sl3, antl 
(7:::3) Douglass, lSSl, who are living \\·ith 
th"".!'~- rn~th~_r at Pot,!.~Yille. 

l ":.,) 1'~ 111 ! 1 y {· •. , l '-,.,.,. 
C~:?S) Xathaniel, 1!-26-181'.3. He t.·ntert>d 

the Xa\'a! Academy at Annap0lis. :\Icl., 
in 1s:-,~. and gruduatt'd in 1.S:6. During 
ti1e Hebe!:iim prcnnotions in the na,·y 
\\·ere rapid, and hP rose to Dt a Lit:u t. 
('rrn1mande1·. }h_, ,,·as ,,·ith Farragut at 
thP c:111tur•.' ,)f :-,[,;biJP. and \Yrl" :-;l~cnn,1 
in com~nand of the C. S. ship KathaUin, 
\\·llile pa-~ing tllt:· forts nn the- [41\\"\:'r 
~lississippi. \\'hivh n•~ultt..~d in tlw (·,tp
tnn.:: i)f ::-,;-l~\\" (lrlean:3. \Yn,:-, artr..•n\·anls 
engag-,•d in pac:0lling thl' 11iss.issippi as 
far as \-ick=burg. His iast sen•ice was 
in a thrt'e yeR1· ('ruise mainly off the 
Pacific coast of South America ln the 
l'. S. Steamer nesaca, cf which he ,n1s 
in :o-(ile command. In 1892 the \'essel re
turned to San Franei);cn, whl:'re during 
a ft>arful storm he cnntracted pulm,1n
ar\' Uisease which he survived but a 
sh~rt time. 

George W .. 1839-1866. He joined the 
First Defenders the day after he reach
ed Washington, in April 1861, was soon 
after appointed a Lieutenant In the 
Seventeenth United States Infantry, 
under General Sumner; was with 

~IcClellan during the Peninsular cam~ 
paign again:--t i.ir·hmund, JLll t1:·iJJ«l• ,J 

in the second battle of Bull nun, anJ 
the batties of South 11ountain nr.rl 
Frederick:-1.Jurg. In July, 1863, he too~ 
part in tht: battle of Gettysburg, anJ 
commanUe<l a section of the Se\·en
teenth l". S. Infantry at Little Huun.I 
Top, \\"here in crossing- the "D0,·il'::; 
Di?n" he \,·as ,,·ounded by a sh,c,Jl nnd 
led off the field. For gallant conduct in 
this action he was promoted to a cap
taincy and placed on recruiting sen·ice, 
\\·ith headquarters at Hart's Island in 
New York harbor, whel'e he dit>d ut' 
ery.c:ip,•la::; in J;lllWll'_\' l:-.66. 

('.1~(l) F!'ancis :,.1., lS.41 m. :-.Iary LeTour 
c•f St. L,iuis. He n·a~ for many Y~'ars 
Pnf!·a.~c•rl in rn ilrua.ding in the ,\~est. 
He lin:·<1 at C'iinti1n, ).ln .. n numlwr l)f 

years, aftlc'n\·ard.s at St. Louis, and lat
tpr]y at Tacoma, in the state of \Yasi1-
ingto11. 

1:;:~1)) ~\nn'c1 H .. 1."i4--i-1S73. 
Of i'.ll) PCTEH l!HHaiT. 
(:::11, n(•hel·c-n B.. l~:?S. m. Emanuel 

Si,Jl•·r tJf ::'d1rntnur Vtllrnty. 
lS'.l-t. ;n. Ilh0da X. I3ut.-

rn. \\"illiarn .-\ui-l1-
L1. 

1 :~. :- , \' n i ~ • 1 '- -, .: - l '- · 'i . 
nr 1:,lil\ .\ \!:O:\" J:HIGHT. 
,:;:t:-.) Frt,.1"k. }S:-:0. m .. -\nrnnda :\[11:-;.;!•. 

l'--1~'.:. )I!·. l\1·i1.tht rtftt 1· \\·:i.c:tin~ a 
numb r 11f in tr~·ing- tn impro\·0 
nn fnr111 nn tlJ~, ,·:i:-=U·rn -5\J,1p~ 
pf .:\la:·:,;l;ind. fln.tlly :::nlrl it at .t ]()s:3 
an:i 111()\·Pd ti) hi!': f:-ttlwr's l;rnds i,~ thP 
~:11,•1rnpd11;1li ,·ulley, ju--;t ahn,·--, ~Tin
c\1,,:-:tt·r, \':i. \\·ll~•1·1" hP 1•p~·u1n,•{l fa1·1n
i:r..:r :i t;·:V·t (•f lnn·l snhsc(;Ut'lltly rll:'
,•isr>d tn him lw his fnthf>r's "·ill. He 
hnd nin," <·hil.Jr,,n. \·iz., (134) Harry, 
(7:l:i) Pn•:-:t,,11. 1-:-:iri1 Annie. (7~7) T11a, 
(';°:''-:) .-\lk". <7'!\q fin\,-ar,I, (I-It)) E!la 
<'!ar:1. 111. 1, !ls:111 :\I!llcr flTILl (741) St('\\'
art. 

j~;":f\) n011i. F .. 1"~1-"!S:~•-, rn. Ph(Wb<: A. 
::'-,frC'n1·micl~. H:.1<1 (ltlf' l'hild, \·iz., (7--12) 
\\rilli.u11. m. and liYt•s at 'f,)pf"ka, Kan. 

r340) D:-1,·id. 1~'.-:-1-lSfifJ. ,n•nt to Ca.li
fnrnia Pnrly in lifP, rind nftPr a number 
of yPnrs returner] to Re.ruling \Yith a 
considerable nmnunt of ~nlcl. But l1ls 
l'!)\'ing nature rlirt not permit him to 
Jin" long ln thC' quieturle of his hom0, 
n nd he soon after left for Texas, \\"here 
he \\'as as~assinated. Of the causes that 
Jprt to his dc>ath no particulars -.,yere re
ceived. 

(341) Catharine. rn:rn, m. George W. 
Smith, 11-:16-187;). She had nlne children, 
Ylz .. (74~) Harry, (744) Preston, (745) 
Annie, (746) Ida, m. ).fr. Noll, (7-16½) 



Alice, (747) Howard, (7-l7½) Ella, (7--l~) 
Clara, m. \Vilson ~liller, and l7-1'J) 
Stewart. 

l;,--1;,;J .--\.arnn, 1·~:~s-1s:2, m. ~la.ry .J-ehris. 
He livt'd at Lebanun, .Pa., and had two 
children. (7;iU) .\la!'y J., m. ~Ir. Plantz, 
and (7~il) ( ir.rnt UrighL 

(342%) Han-ison, 18-10, m. Sarah Xag!e. 
E::-1;,; .• \l1d1<1t>1, 1.'>-L!, HL Anna J. L'lrich. 

1848. Passenger conductor on the Read
ing & Columbian. H. He fui·merly livt>d 
in L~banun, but lately rcllluveU. to 
Heacl!ng. Has foul' children, viz., (752) 
lieorg"e \V., (7.J::) Henry .\V, (7:54) HO\l,·
ard :i.r., :ind (7;i5) Charles A., whu is a 
Lutheran preacher at ~orr[stown, Pa. 

ClH) ),.Iary Jane. lS-16, m. \Vil!iam P. 
Butz. of Reading. They had two chil
dren, ( 7ii6) 1lirwrYa E., and (7;j7) £!!a 
B., m. Elmer Smith. 

(345) \Vinfield, 1846-1847. 
(346) \\'i\!iam Pn",;ton, 18-17, m. Laura 

Price, of Heading, and had three chil
dren, \"iZ., Ci:-18) B. Virginia, (139) Mary 
E., and Ci60) ~1. Augusta. 

(347) Ella, 18~0. m. Jacob Keller, d. 
Ba~ (\\-o childrf-'n, (761) \Villiam B .. and 
C~62) Florence \·irginia, m. Daniel Burk
hard. 

\::~i'.>) Franch:;, lS-1:l, m. Kate Enlns, 
(:1--1~) ,fohn, lR,!--1, m. SQJ\ie Smith. Pas
seng-t'r L'()ndUL'tlJf on the PPrkiomen rn.il
t'(JaLi; ,:3.)0) H11~w. 1S63-186--l, C:3:'il) Henry 
.-\ui;u:-::t. 1S:6fi- 1:--10. n.·,::) Sarah E., 1~6~. 
Ill. F,(\Ward (}l'(J\"P, (3:i:l) Edwin E., 187::'., 

Of (112) SAMl'F:L BRfGHT. 
(35~) Michael. 1827, (355) Lavina, 1830, 

(3:"ifi) Amanda. 183:?. ! ::!5'i') \\.illiam. 18:)5, 
and (358) Sarah. 1S39, 

Of (115) PETER BIUGHT. 
(359) Rachel, 18-1896, (360) Elizabeth. 

(361) ).fary, and (362) a son. a captain in 
the Union army. 

Of (121) GEORGE BRIGHT. 
(363) Rev. John A .. of Tooeka. Kan. 

Had t\YO children, (763) Rev. George, 
18-. and (764) Luther. 

Of (124) SAMUEL BRIGHT. 
(364) Mary Elizabeth, 1844, (363) Sarah 

A .. 1847, (366) Barbara J., 1840, (367) 
James ~---., 1852. He is professor 11f 

English literature in Johns Hopkins 
University at Baltimore (368) Dr. J11hn 
W., 1854, and (368a) Margaret, 1857-1853. 

01 (136) GEORGE HELLER. 
(369) Frederick P., 1834, m. nose E. 

Snyder. Mr. Heller has carried on a. 
lumber yard In Reading for many years. 
He was at one time a member of the 
City Councils and is at present serving 
as one of the Water Commissioners ()f 
the city. He has two children, (76~) 
Kate, 1860, m. William A. Huff. and 
(766) Caroline, 1862, m. William K~ssler. 

(370) Joseph F., 1836-1836, (371) James 
Aug., 1837-1864, m. Anna Briner; one 
child, viz., (766½) Charles H. Heller, 
1862, who ls a printer and bookbinder. 

(372) Mary Catharine, 1842, (373) 
Francis K., 1844-1862, (374) Charles H .. 
18(6-1856, (375) Philip K., 1849, m. Has 

t\\"O children. (767) :..\Iargaret, B., 1S76, 
and ( 76S) Frederick B., 18S2, (376) Bm
elie c., 1850, and {377) nose C. 

Uf t 1;"10) A~IELIA FRICKER. 
(37S) \Vi!liam, fl., m. Amelia Seitzin

ger, (:~79) Sarah. (JSO) El!en. m. Gedrge 
Huth, (:;81) Clara, m. Peter Benson, 

Uf (131) GEOHG-E: BHlGH'l', l:>10 1885. 
l::;S2) Joseph C., 18-trJ, :n. Jane L. rr

win, 184:l. :..\Ir. Bl"ighl L'Vnduus an <"X 
tensive hard\\·are St,)re in RPa<ling.with 
a branch store at Puttsvills> in ctrn.rge 
of his brother George. Has f'!ix childre!l, 
viz., (769) Hannah L., 1S6i", (770) John, 
1~6;), (771) G. HowJ..r1), 1$.72. (77:?) Ed 
wanl. (77:.l) Harris I.., J.n1l li';"-t) Stanh:y. 

(J:,:n Emily B., m. Ci-eurge Chambers, 
(384) George L. 

l3S5) l\1atllda, Jives In Dresden, Ger~ 
many. 

(3S6) VVilliam. H., moved to Buffalo. 
N". Y., \Yhere he died. 

Of (162) ANN ELIZA GOODHART. 
C~S7) Frederick, m. Margaret, (38~) 

Reuben B., (389) Alice, m. \Vllliam Bit
ting, (390) Charlotte, m. Wm. Schwartz. 

Uf ( 16:i) 1-IAi-UA :\kDONNELL. 
(3!;11) Ellen, m. Arthur \\'ells. 
(~(J2) Kate, m. Charles Briner, Ohi·l, 

(393) Daniel. 
or (169) MICHAEL GRAHAc.l 

BHfGHT. 
(394) Michael S., m. Sarah Lodge. lla·l 

(\\() (•l1ildren. (77,-,) :\Ikhael S. rn. :\[l~s 
Carnahan, and (776) Sn.rah B. 

(395) Richard J,, m. Letitia Smith. He 
wa::: for many yPars Sergeant at Arm"! 
nf thC> United States Senate. He harl 
thrt'l:" rhildren, viz .. (777) M. Brooke, 
(7/F!) F'rank S., and 17(8) Richard R. 

(2913) Rachael, m. J, Haldeman; had 
three children. (780) Jeremiah Graham, 
d.. (781) Mary, and (782) Brooke, m. 
::'II!·s. Beusburg-, 

(397) Martha, m. George Griffin and 
had six children, viz., (783) George, (78-n 
\Villiam. (785) Michael. (786) Macy, 
(787) Martha, and (788) Brooke. 

(398) Hannah, m . .T. W. ~ichol; had 
five children. viz., (789) Graham B. 

(309) Mary. m. Charles Korbly; ha,l 
three children, viz .. (790) Mary. m. S. 
McNutt, (791) Charles, and (7n2) \Vil
llam. 

(400) George, d .. m. Lila 1'-forton; had 
four children. viz .. (733) Judith. d., m 
:\fr. Castle, (7n4) Hollie. d., (795) Mary. 
m. Mr. La Rue, and (7D6) M. Richard, m. 
Miss Everhart. 

(401) William. d., m. Mary Francis('o; 
had two children, (797) ~.,.llliam. d., and 
(798) Sarah, d. 

OF (171) .JESSE D. BRIGHT. 
(402) Jf'RSe J., 1842 m., resides at 

Columbus, O. 
(403) Franc~s B., 184-., m. Maj. "\Vm. 

~Ios~. of Paducah, Ky. 
(404) Georgiana. 
OF (173) GEO. M. BRIGHT. 
(405) Fergerson G .. 1843: (406) Jesse 

D.. 1844-1874: (401) George A.. died 
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yuung: (.108) Adam S., d. young; (409) 
]Jann.ah :-i., l':l-lb~lS~G m. H. \\'. Hawes; 
( 41()) Da Yid G .. 1851, m. Ida Surrall, of 
Ham·ut:k, Ky, 

i-Hl, l~;..!.l'h~'.el A .. V:><l3 m. Edward 
11:~\\t-!:i; <tl:!) .:.unen·a, 18-)~1 m. D. \V. 
1'.a\,·p.·: !.tLJ ::-.Luy J., 1.S;"iS-1875; (414) 
E .. :·at;1J ::- .. J•!iiJ m. Aug-u.:tus Caldwell, 
i,f l,(Juif'\lll~. Ky, and <H::0) :\fattie B., 
111. :-.ir. I-Ja\,·es. 

uF I t"i:il THO~. JEFF. BRIGHT. 
( !HJ) (~h)I p:0 1.;,ith a1; Hli) Jeffer~1)n, 

k;;1ul u~ ~·•,en Pim• . .: in the C0nfederate 
~:, 1·\·1,-, · : I!'.') 1~ut·inr.,~; (419) James, and 
(L'.Dl Da·dd. 

uF ,17ti) lJI!. DAYID BRIGHT. 
1 \~l) 1'1:•. \\"m. ~.t., lR.tS ll:1. Eugenie 

.Ai:l•:1, nf Hie ki:1a~. Ky. They had 5 
chi:tl1·•n. 17!.1:!) Lc-1,,1 lSIL <S00) Kyle; 
l :,111) };a ,·itl; \::,..0:.'.J .• A lien. D..nd (803) Dr. 
\\";,1. 

(4:!1 'i:2) ~Iary, 1350-1872, m. Jos. Har::. 
I-!ad :.: cl!i •di t'll, ~~o:,) Ellen 1S70, and 
1!!)6) Luther 1S72. 

1·!:.!:!) John D .. 1s;o n . .Anna Farris. 
Had ~ chihln•n, (~07) "\Yilliarn; (808) 
1')1;-:r\e:<: 1:=,D'.)l Fo,·tune. and <S10) Frank. 

1-L.::'1 Elle:1 1.:., 1:--tl:! m. I~l~Y. F. \\-ay-
1·i,,l;. r~acl :.: c1:i1dren, (Sll) .:\lai·g~ret, 
,lt'=! 1q·!1 l'.1·iid1t. 

CrF' !177) RE\". GF:ORGE BRIGHT. 
!~:!4i ~<llllllf'l (~ .. 1S-i~-l.SH. (-t:!-P,~) 

1Iar:v. l-'SH. l-i2::i) Sarah F .. of Oxfurcl. 
Ga.; !426) Genrge, and (4'.:!7) 11argaret. 

\tF' ili 1-) 1:1-;\·. J:lHX :>il. Bltlll"HT. 
1.;~\1 c~~ .. n~~'. l:::<i:,;. <42'.J) Clara 1:-;~i~; 

T'.l;.:l:•p:1n. nf X,irftilk. \·a.: 1-i:lO) JaHH·S 

T .. l~t.\11; (-i'.11 \ .:Xlary E .. 1%::!, Ill. Albt>rt 
S: T,·~g·in~. and had :.! s.-1ns. 

1..:.:'.:.:) Jnhn. l'-B-i., 1-i::;:) Charles 1867, and 
: .t:\4) :--tY!•-~ ]SQ'.!. 

UF !l:·'.1) :".f .. \J~<!.\f!l;:'.'T BOXD. 
( 1:~.-.J ;:<nr.1.!1. d. ;,·,,u1-:g-. (-l;;G) Gt"'o. F'. 

·1'-•1'.1-1,~7 :·i. 1•::-:p1;1 \\Tood. moYed to 
T,·-xns n~,1 !1·1!] t ... nP '.-!on. 1813) John. 

1·1r n.~fl) ~r11~I-L\EL BTIIGHT. 
ii:'.-;-1 fh l.:-->:•.\'irl 1~·;-,i"1-i\":S. 1-1:;si Samuel 
. :-.:,j~-"•7'1 and 1~:;'.)) J1iseph 1:SGO. 
«:[<' 11-:;) ~ . .\.'.!T-EL G. nruGHT. 
!~/'1} \;,.,, rµ-" ::'IL. tif .\blngdon, Ya., 

\-ttl) Ze<lekiah: (-i-t?) 11aud, and (-i43) 
:,J ' .. .,~·:, 1· \. 

(;y (:':'.l 1-:LIZABE:TH Tl'n:-;EI-:.. 
t4H) .h'nnie. 
Of r!~4) :l!ARY P. CA~IPBELL. 
(4-!Ji) Julia A., 1830. m. A. \V. Russell, 

JS~:5. 
(446) Leonidas C., 1831-187S, m. ).fan· 

Kf'nnedY. 1s:n. 
· !71 l·t:.ri:;:tiana V., 1S36. m. Frederick 

L. 1foorf'. 1sis. They had children, (81-1\ 
I-::llL•n. of \Ya,::hington. D. C .. and (81"'-i) 
Dr. \\Tilllam :\loorP. of Ne,v York city. 

He1·e E>n1is the Bright family pedigree. 
The fin::t g-eneration comprises the emi~ 
g-rant :\IlL~hael Brecht alonE>. The sec• 
nod is embraced betwePn Nos. (2) and 
(11) inc!usiYe. The third bet,veen (12) 
and (36): the fourth between (57) and 
(195): the fifth bet,veen (196) and (447), 
and. the sixth bet·ween (448) and (815). 

In the above are included some ~ 
number~, owing to accidental omissions. 
names belonging o the 4th, 5th and 6Lh, 

l°'genera iun are not mser e< 0r e reJ.~ 
son that they ha\"E! not been reported. 
Our task closes h<'re. \Ve leave to some 
future family historian to add to th~ 
list, and if possible make it complete. 

THE BltlGHTS OF BEHX TOWN -
SHIP. 

Our sketch would be incomplete did 
we not refer to the very considerable 
family of Brights which spread from 
Bern township north\Yan1s and west
wards to the limits nf the county of 
Berks. and who are still largely repre~ 
St'llt(•d lll tllf: lO\Ynships uf Penn, 
J,,ff,~rs1 n. Cenn·,~. th':' Tulp0hodcen!", 
the Ht<ir\e!b,~rgs, the Berns and Bet·n
\"ille. Thr~ii· anvestor \\"as Oa\·i(t BreC'ht, 
\\·ho was a residt>nt of Hern tO\\·nsh:p 
!r,ng ht>fnre the organization of the 
c·,nmt:,· in 1-:-.-,:!. H!:-: name ,, ill bt" found 
on e,·en· ('Xtant a:-:.s,_>s:-:me,nt list up 10 
the pi::•riorJ of his d1'ath in 17S3. He \\'as 
a lnr.~"' n1PlPI' rif \·aluablt> lan(\S nPar 
qp; n,·i!'.e and t•Xt->r1·i:::e<l nn :::mall intlu
,,r, (" :1n1,,11· thP p•·\1p'e n( hi~ n"i:.d1b,.1·
hond. Tn 1771 h,... ,,a~ t-'lt••·rp,] 1•nunrv 
t·' 1mrni:<::=it11wr :rnd. :"P!T•~d till 1770. \\·h-~,;, 
J-w \\·a::: ~ucr•Pf'dPrl by 1~) .'.\Ikhat->l BrP<·ht 
~,·nio1· his \\"ill in the 
l~•.'J.!:i:::1n'::: 
1· ;r,., :-:a rah. he rl••\·is,-~ 
J,.lln. h!,-: l:1rgt' 

{ll >-'H/'h ,if hi~ 
,1., I.:::. 

f,ir hi,,; 

d,1 ll!.! h
H irn-
Cnn 

rn. tn C'nn: :1 l }! .. h, 1, 

1 'arl1arirw. rn. t11 Philin Filh•~rt: Susnn-
1~,1 rn. tn r;t'nrg-,-. r.t,iss; Sarah. m. t() 

f)-1,·i•l T":u,·ks. ,1nd H:nh;tra. :11. tr) PeU·r 
F'i 1Jw .. t. t!~P sum nt' -c:.-rino. a'rno!"t a f,1r
tun-e ,tt that c•arly cla;,·. Jnhn ni-i.g-ht 
dir-',l in 1~::L f,:,nYin£! a ,,·icl'"'l\\", .\nna ::\Ta
ria. :-inrl <.:P\'Pll chi\rlr011, \"iZ., P1?tp1·, Jn-• 
c:'11. nn,·itl. .Tnhn. '.\f.1•·~-. m. t11 DnYir1 
.-\1·,,, ',~: :-:'nr~th. m. tn Thnn1as Ft>ttrrs. 
nnr1 ~n,:nnn'l P.right. DnYirl nnd Jnhn 
11w\·,.r1 ~n n11i••. Hi~ f-nn Jacnh. 17\!~-
11::7:;_ "Pn1:tin"1l nn p:irt 0f thP lan,l o,-,ar 
T~P ·ny']'i--> ;1rnl ,,·a!- \H•ll known tn the 
"Ti1·•'" ,·r ;l,i;;;i ~k,_,t,• 11, J:fi!" "'11), .-\llll'ln
,\nn nrkht. was Plt't'tPrl Trf'a~urPr nf 
l'•·rk!- r•.-,11nt~· !-•.'YE>rc\l ~-~•ars n~o. but ha~ 
~jn,'P ,'Ji .. ,l. rn a en.,,·p•·:;:ntinn with hi•n 
rr~l:111\·P tn hi~ ::i.•~r•1'~t1·v I found h1' 
rnulrl L'"n nn f11rth,,r hac-\{ than lli::: 
,,·-"p11 -i-,-ttlwr. ,J.-,hn Th·ight. 

1~ D:-iYid Tkif ... l1t, nf F.,,::,a~ing-, anrJ 
.Tnl•n n•,i~ht nf n"'i·n. nrr:1:;:i0nal\;,· vi~
it,--.,1 t'IF·], nthPJ', rhn inff'rPTIC'P WRS that 
tr•(> rc 1'lti11nchin hPt,ye,:,n thPfl1 wns nnt 
\""'"'" rli!-tnnt. ;-ind th.-. nrnhahilit\· ,:.Pem
Ml \"fH'"\" ~tr"TT!r th."1t Dff\"id Brecht. rf 
P••rn. ,,·rn cliPd in 17R3. was a hrother nf 
th"' f-lTli,...rant. :'\firh~PI. Trii~ ,\·oulrt 
1nnkf' JnhRnnPs Bi•Pr-ht, of Schrif:'--:heim. 
tf,,:,.'r ,...,..,,.,, ... ,...,n :1nr•f>!':tnr. nut thP a,:,r-1-
,-~Pnt~l 11rirl 1ng- of a deed on record In 



Df:'ed Book, vol. 1, in the Recorder':c; M 
!in·, ,!:tiell _..\ p!'i! 17. 17.-,L in whiC'h David 
Hrec-ht, of Bern township, conveyed LO 
his brother Hannes a traet uf land on 
tht~ Tulpl·ho("kt-"n. ~h(l\Yt~Ll that t!1•·· fat;l 
er 1)( tht> nartiL'S to tht.• fl,,f:'ri was St('· 
phen. uf Lan(·astt--'t' {nuw Berks) vountY, 
to \\·hnm th0 PPnns cr>rl\'\•\·(•d thµ tract 
in 174\ that Stephf:'n dif'd. in li-t6. and 

that it was acquirert by his son DaYid 
by proceedings after his (leath. As the 
Rrights of Hi:-rn are not (lescen<l.12d frnm 
tlw :mnwJiate anr~estor nf the emi
grant, they need not be further consid
ered in thiS connection. 

A.G. GREE:-/. 
Xn\·ember, 1900. 

CORRECTIONS. 

Page Li-t!l-t) G!:'orge Erig-ht. m. Ho.rri..,I" 
Franks. 

Page 15-((JD) Jacob H. Bl'ig-ht, 
~\.. \\'itman. 

Puge '.;1-(::!.-l)) ).l:.ll'~·arpt 
,-;ix ('hi/r!n°n. ~·iz., 
R. m. Jos. 8ruv1•: 
.'\I .. m. n\•nr.~·v \\'. 
t.):?::) (';lth:J..r11w P .. !ll 

Sarat1 

~('h·i~• 111. l•::-11 1 ·:.:11 .\nnll-': 
r.i:!.i) :'llary .\L. iJ.· 1.i:!10) Jt•r1i!t1, 

fl.. d. 
Pa_:.::\, .!1~<:.'71J) ( J..;1 

• \ l\11H 

viz .. ( 573a) Charles S., 1S58. m. 
Emma Snovel; (01:~b) Emnu. 
1S09, m. Grant S. Oaks: (i:i73c) 
Annie P:stella. 1S61, m. Le,..,•i::; 
C. E:a1·!y. 

Pap• :!~-(GO.-,) G,:org-e B. :\[arkle. (606) 
John 1[arkle. They are botti 
cnal operators near Hazleton, 
Pa. 

1,agt· :.:J-t:}117) Annt•tta Beard: had three 
('hi\dren. ,·!7.., (669) Samuel, 
1340. m. Holc•n Tiet'c1·: held t'olll' 
childr1'n. viz .. C.\•orgi~. \Villiain, 
Ella and Emnrn: !Gi:~) 8a!lle . 
1 S..\.i, m. Al. Snacken bt•rg-: ha•! 
l\\'<') ,:hi\Llren, )dinen·a. m. E. 
C'ub~r\y, ami Annetta. rn. 
Fr:1nk HanRon: 16i4) \Vi\liam. 
1s00. rn., divorced. 
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First Generation. 

1. Brecht, )lichael the Eld.er. 

Sl:'C'L•lld GcnPratlon. 

D!·ight, J:1.c(,b ... 
l:i·it;ht. t 

4. L:i;;:;'.H, 
:-- he~•;:,:, Kat hadni:- .. 

ti. B:·ight, Ji dill. 
,. Br 'l·t~t. Per er .. 
,;_ 1 :1·p:d1t. D,n i1l.. 
0 . .Br\ght, ::\Ja1·ia. 

10. Brig ht. ~:1 r;d1. 
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~1. Hupen. Sn•·nh, nf Li) ;\Tkhat:l. ... l:": 
H Brig-ht. l,\;:i\•ict. cif ('.',) :'-,fkhaPI. . 1:: 
::?3. Bright. Pr•!E'l'. of ('.1) .:\lichael .1 ! 
24. Bright. Jn!m. of (3) :tlichael .... n 
..::). E1igh1. Henry. of (6) John ........ lt 
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:>:'i. f'Pl·hin, \'\"illi:un, of r11) Christin;:i..1:; 
56. Pechin, George, of (11) Christina .. l:i 
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