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Introduction 
John Bell, who died in 3arree Township, Huntingdon 

County, Pennsylvania in 1833, was a son of George Bell of 
Jacks Valley (Lifflin County) and a grandson of \Villiam 
Bell of Paxton (Dauphin County·}. Each of -these thre·e men 
pioneered i~ his own generation and each played a part in 
the Revolution. All were sturdy .farmers of Scotch-Irish 
stock and staunch Presbyterians. 

~lilliam Bell of Paxton 
The first definite record cf .. ~7illia.m :Bell is his settle­

ment about 1737 (according -to the early lan~ records) on 
200 acres along Paxton Creek in Paxton Township·, Lancaster 
County, Pennsylvania (now Susquehanna Township, Tiauphin 
County - about two miles from the city limits of Harris­
burg). He was then about thirty years old. Tradition says 
_that he was born in Ireland, settled first in New Jersey, 
and about 1731 married Jane Lea; this has n·ot been con­
firmed. William Bell was a pioneer settler in Paxton, which 
was then the frontier~ 1Iis name appears on various peti­
tions and on the assessment rolls betw-een 1749 and 1782.- He 
is listed as an elder in the New Side Paxton Presbyterian 
Church from 1746 to 1763. During the Revolution {1778) he 
sup~lied the army with two bushels of wheat and 24 bushel~ 
of forage. He died· October 29, 1783 on the farm-on which he 
had settled. IIis will is recorded at Lancaster. All six of 
his sons and two of his grandsons served in th-e Revolution. 
He had eleven children: 

1. John :Bell E.l 73-2 D.1810 in Cecil Township, \Vashington 
County, Pennsylvania. Farmer, He marri-ed about 1 ?62 Eli-za­
beth Boyd (daughter· of Robert) B.1735. In 1?72 John Bell 
moved from Fuxton to what is now Frankford To,mship, Cumb-er­
land County. In 1?80 and 1781 he and his oldest son, Robert, 
were privates in the 2nd. Company of the 2nd. Battalion of 
Cumberland County militia· under Capt, James McFarlaneo John 
Bell was an elder in the Big Spring \Newville) Presbyteri~ 
Church. In 1803 he moved from Cumberland County to Washing­
ton County, where he died seven years later. Issue: Robert, 
William, Jane, Joseph, George, John, Thomas, Catharine, 
Andrew. 

2. George Bell (see below) 
3. Jean Bell B.c.1?36 
4. Sarah Bell E.c.1738 
5. Mary Bell 3.c,1741 
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Erie, Pennsylvania. He married cbout 1783 Dorcas Forster 
(daughter of John) B.1764 ~.Apr.10,1826. In 17?6 he was 
captain in the 4th, Battalion of L~ncaster County militia. 
He \vas captured by the :British at Fort ~V'ashington -(lTev1 York 
City). In 1781 and 1?82 he w~s a private in the 5th. Com­
pany of the 10th. :sattalion of Lancaster County militia 
under Ca:pt. Andrevv Stevvart. About 1800 he mov-ed from- Dau• 
phin County to Erie, where he was ~ssociate judge from_l800 
until his dee.th. His vvife helped t-o ma~e Perry's flag 1n 
July 1813. Issue: Catherine, Lucinda, Jane, John, Nancy, 
Elizabeth, Sarah, Juliet Montgomery, William; Maria Dorcas. 

7. Dorcas Bell B.c.1746 
a. Thomas Bell B.c.1?48·at P~xton D.c.1814 in Huntingdon 

County, :Pennsylvanio •• Carpenter. Xarried about 180?•. W'hi~e 
living in Jacks Valley 1780-1?82 he served as a private in 
the 8th. Battalion of Cumberland County militia under Capt. 



Robert l:eu.11s! In ~ 787 l1e., moved to Barree Township, Hunting­
don County ,11th his brot.:::er, Arthur. Issue: George \villiam 
Sarah. · ' ' 

9. 1:arg0vret Bell B.c.1750 . 
• T lOt:.A:dth11r Jell B.Ja.n.11,1753 at P~xton :D.Aug.6;-18~ near 
,,~es r1e.L , lJe,;; York. Fc.rmer. He mG.rried ubout 1784 Ele~nor -
~:ontgomery (ck.ughter of John) 3.Sept.2,1768. On llar.30,1768 
ne v12.rra.nted 312 c..cres of l:: .. nd in Dry V2.lley, Derry Tov1nship, 
Cumberl~nd (novv !Lifflin) County, Pcnnsylvunic.. On A:pr.14, 
17?4 he sold it to Arthur Forster. In 1776 he vvn·s a :private 
in his brotl1er \Jilliam' s cor.apany. From June to December 1 ?76 
he served ~s 4th. serge~nt in the 1st. Comp~ny of the 1st. 
Regiment of the Flying Co.mp under CE'~pt. John Reed. H-e vrc.s in 
the buttles cf Long Isl2.nd, ·Jestc11est_er, Ec;.stchester, l!file­
square, and \fuite Plains. He uus acquainted with George 
w~shington at Fort Lee (NeTT Jersey). His pension application 
is on file :. t Yfashington. In April und 1:c.y 17?8 Arthur B-ell 
served under his brothe~, George, snd w~s stutioned ut Bald 
Eagle. In December 1778 he mc~de a tour- \li th the 5th. Company 
of the 4th. Batto.lion of Lancaster County militia. In 1?79 
he vvas e:. private in the 7th. Comp:.~ny of the 4th. i3utt·lion 
of Luncuster County militia under Cu.pt. Andrei.v Stewur-t. In 
1781 ~1.nd 1782 he was a priva.te in tl1e 8jrh. j3o.tt=ilion of 
Ciunberland County militia under c~pt. Robert Means. After 
his marriage he lived in- Jacks Valley until l-787 'vvhen he 
moved to Barree Tov;nship, Huntingdon County, Pennsylvania. 
In 1802 he moved to 11e stfi eld, limv York, not far from Erie, 
Pennsylvania. Issue: \lilliu.m. 

11. Andrew 3ell B.c.1?55 at Paxton. In 1?76 he was a pri­
vc.te under his ·orother \villia.m. The same year .he was u pri­
v~te in the Flying Ca.mp ,ritl1 l1is brother Arthur. In 1?78 
and 1779 he w~s a privute in the 7th. Company of the 4th. 
Batta.lion of·~a.nc:1.ster County militia under Capt. Andre1iv 
Stewart. In July 17?8 he :mude a tour of duty to Fort Kuney 
and in August 1779 to Northumberland C-0unty. In 1?81 and 
l '782 he served under Ste,rurt in the 5th. Company of the 10th. 
Battalion. Tnere is no record of him after Dec,20,1784 when 
he left Paxton. He may be the Andrew Bell ~ho married Eliza­
beth ---- at Ct"!.rlisle, Pen11sylvc.nia in June 1789 o.nd died 
in \fushington County, Pennsylvania May 20,1822, leaving 
Jane, !Kary, .Andrew, v{al ter, xra.ncy - who later moved to 
Carroll County, Ohio. 

George Bell of Jucks Valley 
George :Bell, second son of '\Tilli~1 :Bell of Paxton, v1as 
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from Paxton to Derry To\vnsl1ip, Cumberls:.nd (no\v r,iifflin) 
County about 1766. He wus 2 pioneer in this section, as 
his father md been ~t P:;.xton. He prob~bly lived in Dry 
Valley from 1766 to 1 ?73 on the hnd of hi-s- brother,Arthur. 
On May 6,1?73 he improved l~nd in Jacks Valley, then North­
umberland County, no,v Decc. tur To\vnship, ].fifflin County. 
Here he lived until his death in }.CG.rch 1816, except for 
one intervr.:.l spent at P~l.xton. During tl1e- Revolution Jacks 
Valley ,-vus 11 a frontier settlement - - much exposed· to the 
inroads of the savages~•. In the sUIIli-aer of l ?7? Indian out­
breaks b ec~me so sever-e tL.Q.. t George Bel-1 t-ook his family 
to Pax-ton. On July 31,1?7? and again on lJay 14,1?'78 he ·was 
commissioned captain of the 8th. Company of the 5th. Batta~ 
lion of Cumberland County militia. In April and Muy 1778 



he ~:s sto.tion-ed ~t 39-~d Eagle ~ltile_sb1irg). 1if.ai1€ th·ere 
on J:1.c;.,y -~, 1778. one of ~11 s men, S1.m-on l£1ugh, ,vas kil-led by , 
the Indians. After things qu.ietcd do\rn George ;Bell· re-• 
turned to his fe .. mily at !Q.xt9n. 1Ie did not br-ing them- buck 
to Jacks Vc.lley until 1786; for [~t t11e close of the vvar­
his fG.tl1er died :.:.nd the est:~te ,;:o.s· not settled until 1?86. 
·~111ile George Bell vr~s at Paxton, l1is b:rotl1ers·, Thomas and 

• "Y'·~ r d 1 • J h 1· . . - , A- ~~J.u , c:n n1s son, o .. n, \1cre · 1v1.ng in J~~c.£.{S Vc-..lley. 
George 3ell may nctve served in t~1e FlJing C:J.:mp- i·n 1-776·. In 
1781 snd 1?82 he is listed ns ~ priv~te in th€ 5th. Com­
pany of the 10th. 3~tt~lion of L~ncaster County militia 
under Capt •. Andre,; Stev1art. He had ten children: 

1. John 3ell (see below) 
2. J~ne 3ell 3.c.1759 
3. \{illiam :Bell B.c.1762 TI.Sept. 182? in Decatur Tovvn­

ship, Mifflin County. FD:rmer. ll.c.179-0 l~:n.rga.ret llcCartn-ey 
( dc.u~hter of Jol1n) D.1842. Is sue: John H~enderson· ( 1791-
1838), George, J::.llies, Si belln, \villicun; · Johnston,- lturgaret, 
Arthur. · 

4, George Bell, Jr. B.c.1764 D.c.1840 in Decatur Tmm­
ship. Fc.rmer. 1:.c.1?89 Elee-njr ICcClena.Ji-en. Issue: John, 
Mary, George, Ele.:1nor, Rc.cl1el.; Ca tl1Cw-rine, Eliza.beth, James 
Johnston, \Villirun, Sa.ral1, Cha.rles l~cClenuhen. 

5. M~ry Bell 3.c.1766 D.c~l835 Never married • 
. 6. Elizabeth Bell 3.1769 ~.Oct.25,1845- K.Feb-.1,1791 

Charles KcClenc .. hen B.:~ug. 1 ?60- :9. :?e b. 26-1836 
? • Sa.rah Bell B. c. 17 71 D. c-.1845 }!ever ma.rri ed. 
8. Jc.mes :Bell B.c.1?73 D.Sept.23,1815 -in Decatur· To~m­

ship. T~ilor, ~.c.1795 Eliz~beth Curson B.1773 D.~ar.29, 
1855~ Issue: Critl1erine, 1;c.ry, l:t~rg~ .. ret, George- Thompson, 
J~ne, John D~vis. 

9 •• ;,rthur :Bell B.c.1?75 :,,1851 :..1..t D:i.yton, Ohio, Farmer. 
M.c.1soo·sarah c~rson. Issue: Agnes, John Carson, J~cob, 
George R., Eliza.beth c., .i;,rthur Foster, Jrones. 

10. M~rgaret Bell B.Dec. 17?? D.Feb. 1850 M.c.1?94 John 
kcClen~hen B.1?72 D.1830 

John Jell of Bnrree 
John 3ell, clde-st son of George 3ell -o-f. J~icks Va.lley­

u-nd grnndson -of '\/illi:i.m 3cll of 1::--:.xton, "Jc:.s born a·t Paxton 
c·bout 1756 •. Ab-out 1782 he n1c..rried _;.nn :Jrurmnond (duughter 
of a Col. Drtmm1ond). :He rem~:.ined in J:~cks V~l.lley during 
most of the Rev-olution. It1 17'7? :i.nd 17?8 he 1vvc .. s· an ens-ign_­
in the 8th. Comp::.21y of -the 5t11. 3r~ttc:.lion of -Cumberlo.nd 
County militi~ under his father. He wae u lieutenant under 
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County- mili tic:. 1730--1782. }:e \ic.s c::ln excel-7 ent- marl(sraan and 
a number of stories are told· of 11:is pro:vress-.- In 17-94 he 
moved from J~cl(s v::~l ley to Bc.rree To1-;nst.ip, I{u-n·tingdon · 
County, ·where his uncles -·1.rthur D-nd Thon1cs· ,1e·re· living. He 
lived tl1ere until his de:1th in 1833. I-Ie· had seven childr-en: 

1. George \V. ·Bell B.Dec.31,1'782, \!hile hi·s great-grand­
father Bell \1as still livi-ng. ·n-•. Apr.22,1864 in Huntingdon 
County. M. c .1819 Ma.~g-aret- l~cl:c.hun 3.1 ?.99 • D ... ;,ug, 13, 1844 

o.. Eleanor Bell 3.Nov-.30-,1820 D.Feb.2?,1848 l[.Levi :R>rt 
b. l~ci.rgaret Drumrno-n<l ~e-11· l,;:. George Scott 
c. Sn.rah Bell, ne-ver ri.10.r-ri-ed· · 
d. Lucinda Eel-1, nev€r 1!1..:.rri ed-
e. ~mn :Bell B.1829 lI •. :~lexander Mcllurtrie 
f. Elizabeth Bell B,1830 M.Reuben Mussey 
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b. Robert 3ell 3.0ct~2-~,1808 D.Jan.26,1850 ~. R~chel 
Co:penhaven. IsE-ue: Eliz.::~beth .. ~nn (.:=-.3.rers)., ~-=~:.ry J:-;.ne (0\,-ens), 
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4\.nderson. Issue: J~:mes T. (1838-1904) ,· .. :l.lexa.nder (1843-1-918), 
.bnderson {1843-1914), C3lvin (1845-1909) 

d. \villi2i-fil Bell 3 •. ;~pr.8 1 1813 D.~.:pr .• 18, 1866 1L.--- :-i~ers 
Issue: L~ura Virginia (Stickney) · 

e. Jane Bell 3.Sept.1,1815• D.June l?,1864 ~.(1) navid 
Ja.ckson. 1:.(2) James llcl~o..ni-g2.l 

f. Thomas Bell E·.}Jov.30.,.1817 !J.l;:ty 4,1894 11:.Feb.18, 
1847 Mc.ry :inn Ste,1art. Issue:· Fr:l.nlclin Ste\'1c.rt ( 1848-1932), 
lTo.ncy Eliza.beth (Sausser), :.~r;;.rgc"ret Jr;.ne (Peightal), john 
n,vight (1862-1908), :~ie T"n-om~s (ICiller) 

g. Jc.mes "'1.• :3ell .3.Jttly 5 1 1820 D.!Zar.18,18?0 M. (1) 
Rebecca C. Lemmon. Issue: Le1n~·,1on. 1:. (2) ---- l1IcCr2cken. 
Issue: Fr~kie, K~ry 

h. k~rgaret Bell ~.Dec.13,1822 D.Feb.ll,18?3 M. Frank-
lin \vingn te 

i. Joseph J. :Bell E •• ~pr.-26,1825 D;.S.r1nst:1.· Co. ,Cal, tio ch. 
j. Rebecca C. Bell·B.Sept.26,182? D.1890 
k. Eliza.beth lE. Bell 3.Feb,23,1830 D.18~8 t:.E~ahGjJJw 

3, \i/illia.m 3ell B.1?89 D.Ind. lf •. c.1816 Elizabeth IIenry 
c.. Jolin D. Bell n.:~ug.16, 1825 :!) .l:a..y -25, 185-3-, never mo.r. 
b. "~lll Eliza Bell I-.I. John Bc:-.rr 
c. t:a.ry li~:rtha Rell B.1835 ii •. ;doli)hus -Thompson 

4. John Bell, :r. B;c.1791 D~c.1816, never married 
5 ~ .1\.rthur :Bell 13-.1795 :) .young, t,u in of T11omas 
6. ~omus Bell 2.1795 :J ... ~ug.9,1833 in Huntingdon County. 

11. (1) c,1822 Elizr .. betl1 ~/ilson :n.c.1828 
a.. Elizo.beth :Bell 3.0ct.5,1823 D.Sept.3,1891 1£Geo.bJott 
b. l!.~c:.rga.ret Bell :B.Feb. 3, 1824 D.r:a.y 11, 1866 1~,.} .. sc ·iatson 
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c. 1Jil li~-rn Jell 3 ,1:c:.r. 29, 1832 JJ. June 1-9, 1907 r~ .1852 
;1.nna. lJ:~~ry Hut chi son. Is sue: George Thom~s- ( 1854-1928) / gal 

d. June Bell 3.July 16,1834·:D.Sept .• l?,1883 1:.J2..sal~ci~i­
? •• ;.nn Bell B.c.1797 D.Nov-.2,1872 in Huntingdon·County 

li.c .. 1817 John-1:cliuhun 3.:~ug.l?,1?94 D.Sept.13,1884 
a. Benjamin 1Ic1Ec.han 3.D-ec. 1, 1818 D. Sept. 5, 1894 l1:. 

Cuthnrine Warfield 
b. George \i, lCclfa.h-a.n 3.1822 l~.Rebecca 1:cI.~anigal 
c. lKursl1a.ll l.ic]iia.l1a.n- 3.1822 1::.1.:_0,rgn-re-t- Harris 
d. John Eel.Cahan D.youn.g 
e. Jo.mes 1Icl1uha.n 3.182~?- J).J.860 I:~:Lucr-etaa- ----­
f. 1:arguret ucl:~h:2.n J.1828 IL.Jonathan Johnston 
g. Jackson Lic1:al1an 3.JuJ.y 18-, 1829 D. June 1, 1891 U. 

AJILanda Hutchison 
h. Mary MclEo.han 1::i. Robert \1ilson 
i. S~ro.h E. l1cliaho.n I.Ii. David Little 


