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Introduction
John Bell, who died in 3arree Township, Huntingdon
County, Pennsylvania in 1833, was a son of George Bell of
Jacks Valley (¥ifflin County) and a grandson of William
Bell of Paxton (Dauphin County). Bach of these three men
picneered 1in his own generation and each played a part in
the Revolution., All were sturdy farmers of Scotch-Irish
stock and staunch Presbyterians,

W7illiam Bell of Paxton :
The first definite record cof 7illiam Bell is his settle-
ment about 1737 {according to the early land records) on
200 acres along Paxton Creek in Paxton Township, Lancaster

County, Pennsylvania (now Susquehanna Township, Dauphin
County - about two miles from the city limits of Harris-

burg). He was then about thirty years old., Tradition says
that he was born in Ireland, settled first in New Jersey,

and about 1731 married Jane Lea; this has not been con=-
firmed, William 3Bell was a pioneer settler in Paxton, which
was then the froniier, His name appears on various peti-
tions and on the assessment rolls between 1749 and 1782, He
is listed as an elder in the New Side Paxton Presbyterian
Church from 1746 to 1763, During the Revolution (1778) he
supplied the army with two bushels of wheat and 24 bushels
of forage., He died Octobver 29, 1783 on the farm on which he
had settled. His will is recorded at Lancaster. All six of
his sons and two of his grandsons served in the Revolution.
He had eleven children:

1, John Bell B,1732 D,1810 in Cecil Township, Washington
County, Pennsylvania; Tarmer. He married about 1762 Eliza-
beth Boyd (daughter of Robert) B.1735, In 1772 John Bell
moved from Paxton to what is now Frankford Township, Cumber-
land County. In 1780 and 1781 he and his cldest son, Robert,
were privates in the 2nd. Company of the 2nd., Battalion of
Cumberland County militia under Capt, James McFarlane. John
Bell was an elder in the Big Spring lﬂewvﬁlle) Presbyterian
Church, In 1803 he moved from Cumberland County to VWashing-
ton County, where he died seven years later. Issue: Robert,
William, Jane, Joseph, George, John, Thomas, Catharine,
Andrew,

2. George Bell {see below)

3. Jean Bell B,c,1736
4, Sarah Bell B.c.l738

Do Mary 3ell B.c.l741

6., William Bell, Jr. R.1743 at Paxton D.Dec.11,1813 at
Erie, Pennsylvania. He married about 1783 Dorcas TForster
(daughter of John; B.1764 D.Apr.10,1826. In 1776 he was
captain in the 4th, Battalion of Luncaster County militia.
He was captured by the British at Tort Washington {New York
City)., In 1781 and 1782 he was a private in the S5th. Com-
pany of the 10th, Battalion of Lancaster County militla
under Capt. Andrew Stewart, About 1800 he moved from Dau-
phin County to Erie, where he was associate judge from 18C0
until his death. His wife helped to make Perry's flag in
July 1813, Issue: Catherine, Lucinda, Jane, John,_Nancy,
Elizabeth, Sarah, Juliet Xontgomery, William, laria Dorcas.

7. Dorcas Bell B.,c.1746 - _

8, Thomas Bell B.c.1748 at Paxton D.c.1814 in Huntingdon
County, Pennsylvanic. Carpenter, Narried about 1800. While
living in Jacks Valley 1780-1782 he served as a private in
the 8th, Battzlion of Cumberland County militia under Capt,



Robert leans., In 1787 he moved to Parree Townshi unting-~
gfg gounty with his brother, Artaur. Issue: Georgé,ngli?gm,
9., largaret Rell B,c,175C .
- 10. Arthur Zell 3,Jen,11,1753 at Paxton D.Aug.6,1834 near
Jestfield, Hew York. Faormer. He married cbout 1784 Eleanor -
Lontgomery (dzughter of John) B.Sept.2,1768, On Mar.30, 1768
he warranted 312 zceres of lond in Ory Valley, Derry Township,
Cumberlend (now Mifflin) County, Pennsylveniz, On Apr.lé4,
1774 he sold it to Arthur Forster. In 1776 he was a private
in his brother William's company. From June to December 1776
he served as 41z, sergecnt in the lst. Company of the 1st,
Regiment of the Flying Camp under Czpt. John Reed., He was in
the battles of Long Island, Westcuester, Eostchester, liile-
square, and White Plains, He was acquainted with George
Washington at Fort Lee (ifew Jersey). His pension application
is on file ot Washington., In April and ilay 1778 Arthur 3ell
served under his brother, George, znd was staticned st Bald
Bagle, In December 1778 he made a tour with the 5th,., Company
of the 4th. Battalion of Lancaster County militia. In 1779
he was ¢ private in the 7th. Compuny of the 4ths Battalion
of Lancaster County militic under Cupt. Andrew Stewart. In
1781 and 1782 he was a private in the 8gh. Battalion of
Cumberland County militia under Capt. Robert Means. After
his marriage he lived in Jacks Valiey until 1787 when he
moved to Barree Township, Huntingdon County, Pennsylvania.
In 1802 he moved fo Westfield, New York, not far from Erie,
Pennsylvania, Issue: William,

11, Andrew 3ell B.c,1755 at Paxton., In 1776 he was a pri-
ve.te under his brother William, The same year he was a pri-
vi.te in the Flying Camp with his brother Arthur., In 1778
and 1779 he wus a private in the 7th. Company of the 4th.
Battalion of Yancaster County militia under Capt. Andrew
Stewart., In July 1778 he made a tour of duty to Fort Muncy
and in August 1779 to Northumberland County. In 1781 and
1782 he served under Stewart in the 5th. Company of the 10th.
Battalion. There is no record of him after Dec.20,1784 when
he left Paxton. He may be tae Andrew Bell who married Eliza-
beth -«-- gt Carlisle, Pennsylvania in June 1789 and died
in Washington County, Pennsylvania May 20,1822, leaving
Jane, Mary, Andrew, Walter, Nancy = who later moved 1o
Carroll County, Ohio,

George Bell of Jacks Valley

George Rell, secord son of William Bell of Paxton, was
born abvoutl 1734, He married iury Bell about 1735, He moved
from Paxton to Derry Townsiip, Cumberlond {now Miffiin)
County about 1766. He was o pioneer in this section, as
his father had been ot Paxton, He probtably lived in Dry
Valley from 1766 to 1773 on the land of his brother,Arthur,
On Mey 6,1773 ne improved land in Jacks Valley, then North-
umberland County, now Decatur Township, Mifflin County.
Here he lived until his dexzth in Yarch 1816, except for
one interval spent at Paxton, During the Revolution Jacks
Valley was "a frontier settleoment - - much exposed to the
inroads of the savages®%, In the sumier of 1777 Indian out-
breaks becume so severe tiot George Bell took his family
to Paxton. On July 31,1777 and agein on liay 14,1778 he was
commissioned captain of the 8th. Company of the 5th. Batta-
lion of Cumberland County militia., In April and May 1778



he was stationed ot 321d Eagle (Tiles 1 . Whi. 3,

on kay -8,1778 one of his meﬁ, S§monevgﬁé§2 wgzliﬁlﬁﬁgrgy.
the Indians. After things guieted dowm George 2ell re-
turned to nis family at Taxtpa., e did not bring them back
to Jacks Valley until 17865 for ot the close of the war.
his futher died ond the estate wias not settled until 1786,
While George Bell wos at Paxton, his brothers, Thomas and
Ariaur, and his son, John, were living in Jucks Valley.
George 3ell may nave served in the Tlring Camp in 1778. In
1781 snd 1782 Lhe is listed as a private in the 5th., Com-
pany of the 1Cth., ZRottaolion of ILoncaster County militia
under Capt. Andrew Stewart, He had ten children:

1. John Bell {sce velow)

2. Jone 3ell 3,c,1756¢

3. Williem Rell 3B.c.1762 D,Sept, 1827 in Decatur Town-
ship, KHifflin County. Tarmer. }.c.1790 Yargaret LicCartney
(doughter of John) D.1842. Issue: John Henderson (1791-
1838}, George, Jomes, B3ibellia, William, ' Johnston,- Margaret,
Arthur. . . ) . o

4, George Bell, Jr, B,c.1764 D.c,1840 in Decatur Town-
ship, Former, Y.c.1789 Eleanor ifcClenanhen. Issue: John,
Mary, George, Eleznor, Rachel, Cotharine, Elizabeth, James
Johnston, William, Saran, €harles }cClenahen,

5. Mury Bell 3.c.1766 D,c,1835 Mever nmarried.

6. Elizzabeth Bell 33,1769 D,0c¢1.25,1845 ¥ ,Feb.1,1791
Charles lcClenchen 3B,.wug. 1762 D,Feb.26-1836

7. Sarah Bell B,cs1771 D,c. 1845 Never married.

8. Jomes Bell B,c.1773 D.Sept.23&,1815 in Decatur Town-
ship, Tcilor, Y¥.c.1795 IElizcbeth Carson B,1773 D.}ar.29,
1855, Issue: Catherine, Yary, largaret, George Thompson,
Jone, John Dovis.

9. arthur Bell B.c,17%5 D,1851 ot Dayton, Chio« Farmer.
l.Cel800 Sarah Carson. Issus: Agnes, Jolin Carson, Jacob,
George R., Elizabeth C,, arthur Foster, James,

10, Margaret Bell B.Dec, 1777 D.Teb., 1850 },c.1794 John

¥eClenahen B.17%2 D.183C

John 3ell of Barree
cohn 3Bell, cldest son of Gecorge 3Bell of Jacks Valley
and grandson of Williom 3¢ll of Paxton, was born at Paxton
about 1756. .bout 1782 ke married .ann Drummond (doughter
of a Col., Drummond). He remained in Jacks Valley during
most of the Revolution., In 1777 and 1778 he wos an ensign
in the 8th, Company of the 5th., 3attonlicen of Cumberland
County militic under his father, e was z lieutenant under
Copte Robkert lieons in the £th,. Bottalicn of Cumberlond
County militis 1730-1732. Fe was an excecellient mariksman and
a number of stcries are told of ais provess.  In 1794 he
moved from Jacks Vulley to Barree Townskip, Huntingdon -
County, where his uncles .rthur and Thomcs were living. He
lived there until his death in 1833, e had seven children:
1., George V., Bell B.Dec.31,1782, while his great-grand-

father Bell was still living. D.Apr.22,1864 in Huntingdon
County. k.c.1l819 Margaret Il.cliahan 3,1799 D.aug, 13,1844

2. Eleanor Bell 3.Nov.30,1820 D,Feb.27,1848 l},Levi Tort

b, Margaret Drummond 3ell 1, George Scott

c. Sarah Bell, never married -

d. Lueinda Bell, never m.rried

e. ann Bell 3,1829 I,.léexander kckurtrie

f. Elizabeth Bell 3.1830 ¥,Reuben Massey



| g. John H, 3ell 3,1832 I".I~riettz Yocym. Issues
Walter S., annie(ifiller) '
h, Jmelia 3ell, never mcrried
. i, George W, 3ell, weat to Iova. Y.iartha Living=-
stone, Issue; 3Zeulch, lertis, Jecil
2. alexonder 3ell 3,1ay 24,1784 D,AUZeR2,1864 1
ingdon Cotnty. t.v.lbcu Zlizobeth Yoore B.Apr.&@ 1788

)

JothoQ,lg"R ‘

ﬁ Ce 0N Rell 3.003.24,1 06 D,1877 1,7eh, 10,1831
Eleonor Carson. Issue: liary Kusser}, Jomes ., Elizabetn
(Burns), Jone ., {Iough), iorgaret (Zurns) | -

b. Robert Bell 3,0c%t,22,1808 D.Jan.26,1850 1, Rachel
gopenhaven. Issue: RElizobeth .nn {Lyers), Inry Jane (Owens},
John B., Fanny (3ratton) -

¢, George Bell R.Teb. 7 1811 ;.Jug 18 1Q7 1.l argaret

anderson, Issue: Jaues T, (185Q 1904},  .lexander (184U-LJ18)
inderson (1843-1914), Calvin (1845-1909)

de William Bell 3,.4.pr.8,1813 D,ipr. 18, 86” Ii,=== liyers
Issue: Loura Virginia (oth£ﬂ°V)

e. Jane Bell 3,Sept.l1,1815 D.June 17,1864 ;.(1; David
Jackson. 1{2) James Lcﬂ-nlg”l o

f. Thomas Bell 3,¥Nov.30¢1817 D,kay 4,18%4 L.-Vb.18,
1847 ¥ary ann Stewart., "Issue: Franklin Stewert (1848-1932),
Nancy Elizabeth (Sausser), I'nrgaret Jane \Fn1vnte’), John
Dwight (1862-19C8), .nnie Thomas (Ifiller)

g. Jomes i, 3ell 3,July 5,1820 D,lar,.18, 1870 1. (1)
Rebecca C, Lemmon. Issues Lenlon. e(2) ~=-= LcCrﬁcken.
Issue: Frankie, kary

h, licrgoret 3ell 3,Dec.l15,1822 D,Feb,s11,1873 i, Frank-
lin Wingate

i. Joseph J, 3Bell B.Apr 26,1825 D,Shasta- Co,,Cal, No ch,

Je Rebecca C, Bell'3,Sept. 26 1827 D 1890

k. Elizabeth ¥, Bell 3,Feb, 23 1830 D.1888 1 Elijzh Gillem

S, Willicm 3ell 33,1789 D.Ind, L.u.1810 EllZubeth Henry

&es John D, Bell B,.\wug.16,1825 D an-25 1853,never mar,
b, ann Eliza 3Bell Ii, John Barr :
¢c. Liory Mortha Bell 33,1835 1., adolphus ‘Thompson
John 3ell, Jr. B:c.1791 D.c,1816, never married
arthur RBell 3.179% D.young, twin of Thomas
Thomas 2ell 32,1795 D..uug.9,1833 in Huntingdon County.
C,1822 Elizcbeth lilson D.c.,1828 |
O Ellzwbetn Rell 3.0ct.5,1823 D,Sept.3,1891 Lfzea ccott
b, lfargaret Bell B.Teb ,1824 D.Lwy ll 18664A¢w.é$331
1i.{2)c.1831 Z%rgaret7 ving B.Dec.6,1795 D.Dxc.zO,-875 -

¢, Williom 3ell 3,1ar.29, 1802 D.June 19,1907 17,1852
anna liary :atcuiSun. Issue: Ceorge Thomas (1854-1928) /zal

d, Jane Bell B,July 16,1334'D,Sept.17,1£83 l.Jas,lcumnis

7. ann Bell B,c,1797 D.Nov.2,1872 in Huntingdon County
L.C.1817 John Iiclichan 3,.wug.l7, 1794 D.Sept.13,1884

2. Benjamin liclichan B.Dec.l,1818 D.Sept.5,1894 I,
Catharine Warfield -

b, George W, Icliahan 3,1822 I',Rebecca licllanigal

c. lMarshall Lickichan 3.1822 i Margaret Harris

d., John Lcliahan D,young

e, James liclichan 33,1327 D.,1860 I ;Lucrelia =-~=

f. Liargaret liclchan 3,1828 h.Jon“than Johnston

g. Jackson liciianan 3,July 18,1829 D.June 1, 1891 1.
amanda Hutchison

h, lLiary licliahan L. Robert Wilson

i, Sarah E. licliahan i, David Little
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