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GENEALOGICAL RECORD. 

AMMIDOWN FAMILY. 

, It is the purpose, here ~ give a brief genealogical record 

of this family in the United States. 

It is of French origin, of that~ Imo'!~-.~ protestants, 

commonly ea.lied Huguenots;. 
The name as found on,. the reoords in dliferen~ places is 

variously spelled, as Aimedown, Aimed own~ .Atzuiieydowne, 
Amadon, Amidon, and as the writer's narne now stands at 

the head of this record ; but whatever may be th<' ortho­

graphy, as found on the records, it bas been ascertained, 

by extensive research and inquiry, to descend from one 

common ancestor, Hoger Ammidown, the name is 1iTtit 

found on the records of Salem, l\Iassachusetts, then at Wey­

moutb, Bosto~ Rehoboth, l\lendon, Oxford, Charlton and 

Southbridge, in that state. Now, the name may ht> found 

in nearly all the New England states and the middle and 

western stateR, occasionally. 

So far ns ascertained, the name in western Franc:.,e, at 

Rochelle, Bord~aux, the deJJartments of Gironde and 

Charente, is Amidon and ..A nwdon, the latter is believed to 

be the correct French name. 
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The French protestants in their religious faith, were 

followers of Left'Yre, Fa~l, :1.nJ .Jolm Cahin, who were the 

founders of the reformed ('.burch in Prance. 

The struggle of thi8 church :i._g-.lint-t the persecutions of 

pope:ry, were fong and seven-, hut under al1 its discourage­

ments, it prO\'(>(l ,.;teadfatit to its ·1•rincip)es., and built up a 

numerous hody of ,vell organized Christians, respected both 

at home and abroad, foT the purity of their character, their 

industry, intelligem.:.e :md 9tisdom, in the proseeution of the 

various pu~nits in whfoh they were en~ged. 

The ri~, progress an<l final des-tru<.,1:ion of the reformed 

church of Fra.n(":e, h1 an interesting question for inquiry. 

Its final overthrow through the fanatical zeal and bigotry 

of Louis XIV, i8 a remarkable in8tance of folly, and weak­
ne21s of mind, showing to what extremes of crnelty, persons 

may be led to perpetrate, through the advice of selfish and 
interested parties, in support of what they imagine to be 

the ca.use of the Christian religion • 

. These in,·entions for cn1elty and persecutio~ against a 
pure minded people for simply a difference in forms of re­

ligious worship, and faith, are inconceivable, with the pre­

sent tolerant state of religous aft'aina, and the prevailing 

courtesy existing between different religions bodies of this 

day. The religious wars between the catholics and the 

reformed religionists, began in 1561, but severe persecu­

tions commenced under Francis I, at an earlier date, and 

continued through the reign of his successor Henry II, and 

produced open war through the intolerant acts and blood-

. shed, through the unwise counsels of the second Duke of 

Guise, in the short reign of Francis II. These wars con• 
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tinned with little cessation, more than thirty yea.rs, till 

Henry IV, e~-tabJished the edict of peace, known as the 

edict of Nantes in 1598 .. 

This wise ammgement of the religious affllirs of the Jcing ... 

dom w-as in advanue of the age, which added greatly to the 

we]fare and pro~perity of tha.t country, in wealth, general 

intelligenee and the impro,ement of the people .. 

This fa\·orable condition of affairs, continued through a 

period of about twenty-five yean;, when the two religious 

parties, by tl•e intemperate zeal of t.'heir leading men, pro­

duced again the ravages of eh·il war ; the Huguenots hav­

ing been defeated in tl1e open fields were driven into their 

stronghold, the l\~alled city of Rochelle .. 

Cardinal Richelieu was now the great minister of Louis 

XIII, who, wit.h the combined forces of the kingdom, laid 

siege to this city, which after a continua.nee for a.bout fifteen 

months, and with the loss of about three-fourths of its in ... 

habitants, it suITendered to its papal enemy, but upon the 

condition that the people should not be harmed in person, 

and should be protected in their religious faith, but their 

other rights nuder the edict of Nantes, such as their political, 

military and naval power, should be forever abolished.' 

1 Those who exiled themMtlves from the city or Rochelle, during tbie 

siege, fled to c.1ifFerent eountriP.S wh,~re: JJrotection was given t.o thi1 

class of ptmple, but tbP srn•ater number went to the Net-her1ands and 

Engla.ntl. and but few, at tllis early period of tbll' American ooloniefl, 

came to Nort.h America. 

The Jar,renumber of Hugt1enot~ wlmca.me to the American colonies, 

whose descendants are found in 1ar$l'e numbers in nearly all the statPe 

of this union floo from the persecuUon8 by Louis XIV, beginning 



6 Alf.MIDOWN F .A?tlILY. 

During this long siege of Rochelle, it received aid from 

England, support by her ships oJ war under the command 

of the Duke of Buckingham, and by pro,isions and military 

stor-es. Many of the inha.bitants, foreseeing the hopelessness 

of their cause, and fearing to fall into the hands of the 

catholics, sought and obtained passage by the English ships 

to that country; among this cl~s who in 16:!7 and 28 es­

caped to England, was the ancestor of this family. 

This was in the period of the persecution of the Puritans 

for nonconformity t•,> the formula of the English church, 

when many were looking to the '\\ilderness of North Ame­

rica for their escape, and for the enjoyment of th~ rites of 

religious worship. The pilgri~s, who had fled to Holland, 

and not satisfied with the laxity of re1igiou1, ideas of their 

Dutch neighbors, had after twelve years' wjourn, sought 

and found homes on the shores of l\Iassachusetts bay in 

New England. This gan, encouragement to the persecuted 

Puritans, to seek New England, for a like purpose. 

While the siege of Rochelle was in progress the Puritn.ns 

were soliciting of King Charles l, a charter for a cqlony 

adjoining this · niy, which was granted by the crown in 

1628, when J ol1n Endicot was sent out with the first em­

barkation of colonist~, who entered a port ou the north 

shore of this bay then known as N aumkcak, which soon 

received the name of Salem. 

The exiled llugueuots who had escaped into England at 

their flight. mostly, from a' 1060 and up to tha time of the revoca-

tion of tho ..,diet of Nantes, in 168;";. For furth .. r pnrticulal'i-l rl'gardinJl 

the causes that induced this large nmnlwr of French protestants to 

Iaave their country. see an account o! the reformatiClu in France, by 

th.ill author, in vol. I, of his Historical Culkctiona, section I. 
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this time readily assimulated with the Puritans, having a 

similar religious faith, and esteemed it a privilege to unite 

their fortunes in furnishing the first planters for this new 

colony. 

It is among the first colonists of llassachnsetts that the 

name of Roger Amnndown first appears of record in Ame­
rica, in the town of S:i.lem. 

The records of Salem pre,ious to 1636, were destroyed by 

fire, thus the names of tLe colonists as first recorded, are 

lost, and according to the history of Salem by Rev. J.B. 
Felt, the name of this ancestor, now appears in 1637. 

It is presumed that this pionee.r of the family removed 

from ~alem soon after this date, as it is found on the records 

of Weymouth, by recording the •birth of a child named 

Sarah, daughter of Roger Ammidown and bis wife Sarah, 

10th Mo., 6th, 1640. After this the name is found on the 

Boston records, by the record of the birth of another child, 

Lydia, daughter of Roger Ammidown and his wife Sarah, 

born 2d month 22d, 164-3. This is the first birth recorded 

in alphabetical order under the letter A, in that city. 

From Boston, it appears, that he removed with a colony 

of people of Weymouth, to Uehohoth, then a town in Ply­
mouth colony. The~e eolonists, who founded the ancient 

town of Rehoboth, incJuded the H.ev. Samuel Newman and 

those of bis clmrch and Rociety. This tract of land upon 

which tbii;; colony from ,v eyrnouth i,;;ettled, was first con• 

tracted for hy some_peoplc of Hingham, but transferred to 

Rev. l\lr. Newman anii hi1-1 asi:;ociateR, among whom is fonnd 

the name of Roger Ammidown. The deed of conveyance 

of this land is from Gov. \Villiam Bradford, dated in 1641. 
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The first meeting of these planters, was held at Weymouth, 

in October, 1643. 

It was agreed at this meeting, that parties intending to 

take lots and settle upon them, should remoye before April 

next, 16-14-, "·hich tiDle mu.y be taken as the date Rehoboth 

was founded. 

These proprietors, to keep peace and friendship "-'1th the 

natiV"es, bought the lndlllll title of the old chief of the 

\Y ampanoags, Ousamaquin, known also a.s M:i.ssasoit. Tilis 

region, known a8 the headquarten.; of this powerful class of 

Indians, -was known as Mount Hoi,e, and thh, settlement 

which took the name Rehoboth and incorpor-.i.ted in 164-S, 

was in the immediate ,·icinity of this Indian settlement. 

As one of the original proprietors of this town Roger 

Ammidown stands as number forty-thrtt, and hi~ lot is 

described as being located between the lot of Walter 

Palmer and the mil1, anu being on the border of Palmer 

riTer, ·which i:1tream receives its name from this Mr. Palmer. 

The territory of the old town of Rehoboth included the . . 
tract of land which is now the towns of Sekonk, Swansev . ' 
Attleboro, part of the town of Cumberland now in Rhode 

Island, besides the present Rehoboth. The first planters of 

Rehoboth settled near Palmer rh-cr, and on wha.t is now 

known as Sekonk plain, a.bout i:-ix miltis west from the center 

village of Rehoboth as the town is now found. 

The particular locality of the house and lot of Roger 

Ammidown, was ascertained, by the re~orded contract with 

William Sabin, under date Oct. ls, 1660, who agreed to 

build a bridge across Palmer river. 

This agreement is as follows : 
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"W"tll.i:un Sabin, at a to:wn m<.,--eting, lawfully warned did 

agree with ye t1,wn. to make ye mill bridge across Palmer 

rh·er anJ ye highway as iar a.i; the foot of ye hill by Good­

man Ammidowu's, :md to rnaintarn it for forty a ye,a.r> for 

twenty yean;, and to havt• 4th of his pay ready down." 

· This writer, by im1uiry of the town clerk of Hehobot~ 

ascertained the locality of tl1ii;i. bridge (as the town is now 

restricted in its limits), on the road acrosi; Palmer river 

leading to the town of Sekouk. The road or highway which 

Wm. Sabin agreed to build, extended westerly from the 

bridge, as is judged, about one~foarth of a mile in the 

direction of Sekonk plain, where the ground rises, and there 

on the right going westerly towards tlie plain is supposed to 

be the homestead of this first ance$ter, and the place of his 

decease, which is recorded. on Rehoboth records i_n language 

as follows: Hoger Ammidown was buried ye 13th of Nov. 

1673 and a little before is recorded, Good lady Ammidown 

was buried June 20, I 668.' 

J The appelJation good m&.D and good Jsdy, was very co:uunon in 

this early period of New England history, &nd is believtd to have no 

other significence than honor or respect for old a,ze. 

lfohoboth was one of the early plantations, in this part of Plymouth 

co1ony, now, the south part of Massachusetts being annes:eJ to t.lae 

latter colony by the William and Mary charter of 1692. 

This Roger Ammidown, was no doubt an acquaintance or had seen 

William Blackstone, who was tht! fin;t European who made a settle­

ment upon the Tri mountain peninsula, now Boston, then known in 

1623 as Slta1Mnut, but wl10 left his plantation, there, for the 1'8A80D, as 

statttd, that be did not liko tl,e Lord Brethrren, and that he came from 

England becAue+1 he dld not approve of the doiD$?8 of the Lord Bialwpa. 

Mr. Blackstone is reported as having been a elerA'YlWUl of the Chureh 

2 
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The number of child rt!»,. hn.d by this }Ir. Ammidown and 

his wife Sarn.b, has not been fully and satisfactorily ascer­

taiuetl. Bt .. sicles Sarah and Lydia, of whom nothing further 

has bern discovered, there were Hoger Jun., ~nd Ehl•nezer, 

and :i d:mghter Joanna born Sept. :.w, 1652, a.s uppears on 

the records of Uehoboth. 

It is al:,o found on these records that Hoger Ammidown 

Jr., married, Dec. 27th, 1666, Joanna Harwood. Their 

children ar~ recorded : 

of England from Vlales and r~moved from Boston in 1633, going into 

&n unbroken wilderness, and Stlttl~ on u. riBti of land which he named 

Stud!I liiU, on the banks of the l'lltt1::tuck., or Nipmuck. ri\"er, which 

'!,:nm this Bt,elllded pioneer, tl~in"Cl its name, and has since been 

known as Black11tone riv~r. Also Rol,e'er Williams, who when banished 

from MassachoSt!ttR. "im locnh•d witWn the territory afterwards 

granted tor Warren, but by a notke from Gov. \\'m. Bradford, that he 

was r ~ ·io the Hmits of his colony, and that to please his Massachu­

s~tt11 friends 11d,·ised him to remove still further, and out of Plymouth 

colony, then they would li\•e a~ lovini,r friends. 'rh us in 1630. this man, 

tu-o lwndre(l ytara, in ad,·anct~ of the BLre in the true p~uciples of the 

Christian religion, removoo across th" Pawtucket on to the borderi; of 

a branch of N arll4,rnllf'ett bay and founded Providence, and the colony 

ot Rho <l l1dllnd. His friend William Coddinszton, two Yl-'tl.?S later 

follo\\"OO ltim who he ad,·itwd to purchase of the Indians Aquednick, 

WIit-re he ~tllt'd and founded tbti first plantation on the island of 

Rhod1:: Island at Porum10uth, near ~uwpurt in 1638. 

Time has shown the fol1y of bigotry and persecutions in matters of 

reliJlious faith, and how futile all such action1,1 are for stayiug the pJ"O. 

gret!8 of truth and tlm right. The grand principle of the freedom of 

thought i~ not to ht, bounded by religiouK JoJ.,rtUa: its ouly trnH limit 

is the t-xh~Dt of knnwleJg0 possessed uy tlw human 111ind. \Vuo can 
estimatt' the value u.nd effect upon the human raeti, of & mind like that 

of Rogtor W llliams. 
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Henry, 
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born January 20, 1669. 

born January 24, 1G70. 

ll 

Mehetal1le, born .\u~st 27, 1672. 

This Roger, died not long after this time, n~ it is recorded 

tlint his widow participated in the division of the proprit-._ 

tary l:tnds in 1U8.J., :md by the records, the widow died ~oon 

after this last <lnte, as in :, further division these son~, 

Philip aud Henry, are ,lescrihed as orp11au childnm, and 

are represeuted in the division of 1689, in the name of a 

Mr. Savage. 

This Philip Ammidown, married llehetable ---, date 

and sir name not given, but the bit.,h of two cbildreu arc 

given: 

Henry, born February 8, 1698 ; lll11ffitld Mellatiah, DO dat~. 

Roger, born February, 1700; married Elizabeth llawktns, Oct. 27, 1731. 

rfhis wife .Mehetable dies ut He11oboth, :md Philip her 

husband, removes to Mendon, nud tlwrc is married to Ethe­

more \V a.rfieid, no dnte, but their children are recorded on 

l\fondon Records as follows : Children of Philip Ammidown 

and his wife Ethemore : 

Ichabod, born May, 1704; married Margery Aldrich, May 7, 1782. 

Mary, 

Philip, 

born March 30, 1706; married Benjamin Chamberlain. 

born 

Ephrnm, born 
1708 : married Submit Bullard, no date. 

1710; married Hannah, nothing further 

found. 

Etl1imr,re, boro April 2,5, 1712; married Uuth Curtis, January 5, 1786. 

Jolrn, born May 19, 1718; ruarried Sarah Uastiugs, July 14, 1737. 

Hannah, born Febri1ary 2, 1717. 

This Philip :m<l hii;; family rerno,·ed to Oxford :md hecumc 

a proprietor in the Engli~h settlement of thnt town. 

At Oxford, he bought :l part of the proprietary right 
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of -Benjamin Chnmberlain, who i:.ubse,1uently manied his 

daughter, )fo.ry. Philip und his mfo arc re<~orded a.,; mem­

bers of the fir~t church in thii;i. town, wl1en it was formed 

at the time of tl1c ~ettlement vf tl1eir first miuistt'!r, )larch 

1, 17:?1, the nt'v .• Tohn Campbell.' "'1 ·s Philip born at 

Rehohoth .T anunry :?6, 1 (Hifl, remoYed to :\tendon. thence to 

Oxford, dil•U here ::\farch 15, 1 7 -t- 7, aged ';H. 

Children of Henry, wl10 was born at P-..alioboth February 

s, 109~, :m<l his wife )lellatiah Cheney, who were married 

Mareh 31, 1 71 t-t. See Oxford Rl"Cord~ : 

Jacob, 'Lorn February 28, 1720. 

Mehetahle, born Jnnna.ry 15, 172-1. 

Mellatiah, born February, 1725. 

Henry, born May 3, 1727. 

N othiug further of this family bas been traced. 

Roger Ammidown, son of Philip, born 1700, married at 

Oxford, Eli::aheth Huckins, Oct. 27, 1731. Theirchildren: 
~ 

Rachel, born September 28, 1732. 

Eliza.beth, born July 18, 1734. 

Roger, born N o\'ember 11, 1736. 

Jeremiah, born November 12, 1738. 

Samuel, born June 1B, 1741. 
Samuel, 

Rachel, 

Roger, 

born October 18, 1742. 

born February 20, 1744. 

born May 12. 1747. 

This family has been traced no further. 

Ichabod Ammidown, son of Philip of Rehoboth, born 

l\lay, 1704, marri~d )largery Aldrich, May 7, 1732. Set-} 

Mendon Records : Their children : 

1 See Hmoric4l Collectiona, by this writer, vol. 1. p. 191. 
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Ichabod. born Feb. 10, 1733; died anmanied 1818, aged 85. 

Ebenezer, born llarch 2d. 1741; marrled Silvia. Sumner, Au.er.~ 1761. 

Margery, born May 21;, 174-.1; tnarried John Holden, Mendon, 1761. 

Mary. born May a, 174,; married Samuel Scarborough, Pomfret 

Philip, 

Hannah. 

Jacob, 

Ct., 1770. 

born .\pril 22, 1749; nuu-ried t-iilvin Taft, Mendon, Nov. 17 

1770. 

born January 14, 1751; no account of. 

born Sept. 15, 1753 ; was a graduate of Harvard College. 

1775. 

This.record of the Ammidown family, traces only Philip 

of the nbove family, born A]>ril 22, 174-9; whc- married 

Silria Taft, of Mendon, Nov. 1,, 1770: s~ Mendon Re­

cords. TI1eir children: 

Otis. born Dec. 80. 1771 ; died at Philadelphia, Dec. 28, 1858 

aged 87. 

Silna, born May 22, 1773 ; married Jonathan R089el. 

PhiJip, born Oct. 1, 1774; married Betsey Grfoe, Dee. 8, 1799. 

Nancy, born May 25, 1776: nothing flll'ther. 

Sreplum, born Nov. 6, 1778; dit,d at Provideo.oo, R. 1., not traced. 

Otis Ammidown, above, married .Abigal Russel, of Men· 

don, July 21, 1797, sister of Jonathan Russel, who married 

his sister Sih-ia. Had no childreu. 1 

RUSSEL FAMILY. 

Silvia Ammidown, married Jonathan Russel, in 1796. 

He wns bon1 1'i71 ; diecl at )1ilton, Ma~s., Feh. IO, Hl:l2. 

He was a graduat{i of Brown University, 1791; studil·d law, 

but tlevotct.l hi~ early life to commercial business, was an 

accomplished and effective writer and an active politician, 

1 See lliatorical Colleetiona, vol. II, pp. 564, 566. 
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wai;i sel"eral years l: nited States minister at Sweden, and was 

one of die commissioners, wl10 signed tl1e treaty of pe:u~e 

with Great Britain, at Ghent, in 1814; a member of congress 

1821 and 23. 

This 1\Ir. Russel v.a.~ connected in business for a time 

with the Perkins of Boston, and his brother-in-Jaw, Jlr. Otis 

Ammidown, held the position as agent for the <'ompany in 

Europe, at Bord~aux and vicinity.· Childr~n of Silvia 

Am.mid.own and .T onathan Russel : 

Amelia E, bom January 3. 1795; died an infant. 

G60rge E., born May 5, 1800; married Sa:r:ah P. Shaw. daughter 

Robert G. Shaw. BoRton. 

Caroline A., born June 17, 1805; marrltid Jazemil Ford, Milton. 

Alma M., born Jan. 21, 1808; married her cousin PWlip Ammi­

down, Boston. June 12, 183a; he was e. gradoat.t, of 

Harvard f:'-Ollege, died t1.t Lowen. Mass., April 14, 1884. 

leaving one eon, an infant, Philip Russell Ammidown, 

who married April, 1861, Susan P. Bemis.at Cambridge, 

by whom be Las two children, RoSSt!l Philip Ammi­

down, born Jan. 17, 1862, and F. P. Amntlduwn, born 

Jan. 4. 1864. 

AMMIDOWN FAMILY. 
Philip Ammidowo, born Oct. 1, 17 7 4 ; married Betsey 

Grice, Dec. 3, 1799. Their children : 

Philip Ellis. 

Eliza Ellis, 

born Boston, 1800, died an infant. 

born Sept. 6, 1802; married John Liscomb, Boston, 

1 The writer received many valuable and interestinsr tacts relating to 

the history of the Ammidown family during- his se\'t.md ,·isl ts, to make 

inquirit:S of this most intelligent and worthy ~eutleman. While at 

Bordeaux, he gained many facts and incidents regardins;r th6 name of 
thia family in France. 
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Sept., 1837 ; he died at Brattleboro, Vt., May 

80, 1853. 

Philip Ammidowu, born in Boston. An,l?USt 23, 1804; graduate of 

Cambridge Colle~, married Anna. :M. Russel. 

of Milton, Ju.ne 12, 1833; she died in Boston 
Jan. 19, lBaii, had one son Philip Bll88el, as 

above. 

Angelina, 

Melaml, 

SUvla, 

born in Boston, Oct. 30, 1807 ; married Rev. William 

Howe, Sept. 17. 1838. 

born in Boston, Ang. 28, 1809; married Bev. 

Joseph Parker, Boston. 

born in Hingham, Sept. 16, 1814; married Rev. 
• 

Henry J. Parker, in 1842; died in B11rlington, 

Vt., Oct. 30, 1850. 

PhllipAmmidown, born 1708 (son of Philip of H~hoboth, 

who died at Oxford, l\forch 15, 1747), married Submit 

Bullard, no date. Sl1e died in 1780, and he died in' 1779, 

aged il. Their children: 

Caleb, born Aug., 1736; died Apl. 13, 1799, age 63. 

Joseph, born Ang. 14, 1741; dfod May 14, 1821, age 80. 

llt,nben, born Sept. 13, 1747; died Ja.n.1 12, 1802, age 55. 

• TJ1is family resided in tl1e west part of Orlord, which 

was set tlif and incorporated the town of Clmrltou, in 17544 

Their location l><'irtg in the south part of the t.erritory, it 
was included iu th:.it part of Ch:ultou, which was taken and 

united with the i-outheast part. of Sturbridge. and the west 

part of Dudley, to form the town of Southbridge in 1816. 

This name appears 011 tl1(! rl•cor1]s of det>d.s in the county 

of \Voi-ccstc1·, soon aftl•I' it was incorporat<•d in I 'i~J, aud 

the na1Uc often appear:,; on the record.s for deeds in the 
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county of Suffolk, much earlier, than the d:lte of incorpcm1~ 

tion of ,v orcester county. 1 

There are two <leeu~ us grantees in name of Philip .Am­
midown and his sou Caleb .Ammidown uatecl 1 ';Go, showing 

when they bought aud lot·n.ted on t\ie hill in the cast part 

of Southbridge. Those deeds were witnessed, and acknow­

ledged before Moses )larcy. 

This land is a part of tbc land recently owned nnd known 

as the farms of the late Luther .Ammido,rn n.llfl )laj. Cah-iu 

Ammidown; oue det1d is from Joseph Putney and the other 

from Joseph S:1bi11, two of the first settlers in the towu of 

Dudley. 

Calch Ammidown of Charlton~ son of Philip, horn Au­

gust, 17:16, married Hannah Sabin, daughter of J ost:!pb 

Sabin of Dudley, by Rev. Charles Gleasou, April 14th, 

1,58. 

John. 
Luther, 
Calvin, 

She was horn January 2:!d, 1741. Their children: 

born April 5, 1759; died Dec. 3, 1814, age 55. 

born July 8, 1761; died May 3, 1835, age 74. 

born June 21. 1768; died Jan. 5, 1825, age 57. 

Mebetable, Feb. 4, 17'72; died Dec. 23, 1842, age 70. 

Susannah, born March 15, 1775; dk>d Aug. 1700, age Hi. 

Hannah, born Aug. 14, 1779; died April 16, 1861, age 82. 

Caleb Ammiclown of Charlton wns a man of considerable 

distinction. who~e t.ime wus largely engngcd in public af­

fairs. Gov. Washburu, in his valuable hi~tory of the town 

of Leicester, refers to thiR l\Ir • .Am mi down in the connection 

a Suffolk conn ty, before the incorporation of the county of \V orcester. 

included the Routh part of this hist earned county,.including Wood­

stock, now a town in L'unnecticut; thus all dQeds of lnnd before 1731, 

in this section of country tLre found. on the Suffolk. county records. 
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as one of tbe contributors for founding Leicester Academy, 

as follows: 

"Caleb Ammidown was of a. dass of men which 

were once scattered tbrongh the country, whose independ­

ence of thought and opiuion ga·re charncter and consist­

ency to public sentiment of the community at large. 

"Though these men had little other training than the 

development which circumst:mees prorluced, the lack of 

educ:ition was more than supplied by the strong common 

sense ·which hu<l been disciplined in the school of necessity. 

Though the more limited sp11ere of llr. Ammidown was 

oircum.'lcrihed within the limit~ of a single town, yet his 

influence was felt, and Lis name r.nd charaeter were kuown 

through a much wider circuit. 

"As a land sun·eyor, he wa~ engaged by the government 

in sttrveying the confiscated estates of the refugees of the 

Re,·olution. 

"For m::my years he was a member of the legislat.ure, and 

as such, \"Vas a strong supporter of the government during 

the Sh:i.y rebellion, as it was called. 

"Among the other responsible offices he was called to 

fiU, was that of excise master for the county of \Vorcester, 

after the close of the Revolution." 1 

SABIN F Al\fILY. 

William Sabin of Rehoboth before refcrre<l to, had two 

children as appear~ of re,~orci there; .Joseph born April 24th, 

164.5, and Benjamin bom l\f ay a, IG..tu. Thi~ Benjnmiu 

1 See vol. II, Hilt~al CollutioM, pp. 225, 228. 
8 
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Sabin married Sarah, uo d:lte. Three children are recorded 

in Rehoboth, as follows : 

Joseph, horn Novt'.mher 4. 1669. 

~Dt!2el'. born December 10, 1671. 

Benjamin. horu December 2, 167'3. 

Ebenezer Sahin born, December 10, 1671, married Su­

sannah, no date. Four cllildren are recorded: 

Ebenezer. born AnJrUSt 8, 1696. 

Joseph, born June 23, 1701. 

Sasannah. born April 5, 1704. 

John, born May 26, 1706. 

Joseph Sabin, son of Ebenezer, who was son of Benjainin 

who was son of William ~ahin, of Relwbotb, married 

Mebetahle, 110 <late. Their children : 

Obadiah, 
Dorotln-. 
Joseph: 

born J~n. 14. 1725. ~ These thre6 children were born in 
born Ot-e. 20, 1727. Pomfret, etc. 
born May 31, 1730. 

Eber.~r. bom Feb. 5, li35. } Born in tbe town of Dudley, near 
Estliet, horn July 8, 1788. th~ Qninaboaa river,ai what hns 
?rfohhaLle, burn March 18. 1787. t't'et-ntly ht-en k nN,·n as the farm 
J nnathan, horn April 22, 17:J9 of the latte' Dllvid Putntc-y. 
Hannah, born Ja.n. 22, 1741. 

Benjamin Sabin aboYe, born Dec. 2d, lu,:~, bought here 

of Hon. "\\ ... illia.m Dudley, Sept. 26th, l "i !lo, two hundred and 

nine acre~ and sold part to his brother .Ebenezer, one hun­

dred aud thirty-two acrci,1, ,Jan. ~, 1 ;:12, nnd :Ebenezer Sabin 

sold to his $OD Joseph, above, same land Ya.rcb 28th, 1733, 

as part of his e.i:itnte. 

This .Joseph Sabin, sold fifty acres of the north purt of 

his farm, bounded south and we.it i,n the Quiuaboag, to 

Caleb Amruidowu, August 21, l 7U0, thil'I fifty acres being 

in Charlton, atul hounded ~out.hon Dudley line. 

This Caleb Ammidown, as befot-c stuted, married the 
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youngest child, a daughter of Joseph Sabin, Hanna.14 born 

Jau. 22, 17-tl, married April 14, 1758, who wa~ a lineal 

descendant of Wimam Sabin of Rcl1oboth, a contemporary 

of RQ4'i-{er Ammidown, and also of Huguenot descf'uL 

Hannah Sabin, after the death of her hU!~band, April 13, 

1799, being a widow, married Ebenezer DaYilil of Charlton, 

January 19, 1802; he died August 12, 1810; she died 

March 20, 1820. 

THE DAVIS FAMILY. 

Ebenezer Davis, was born Sept. 18, 1737. HP. wai:i the son 

of Edward, who married Al,ign.l Lame~ daughter of Ebe­

nezer, a sister of Ge?L L:1.med of (),:ford. E<lward was born 

.Tan. 23, l 714, ancl wa:-. the son of Samuel who married Mary 

Chamberlain and remoYccl fcom Ho:xbury to Oxford. 

Samuel, hh.: father, was born June ~:J, JGB l, and was the 

son of J obn who is the first of the family uf whom any dis­

covery has been had. 

Ebenezer, who married Hannah Sabin Ammidown for liis 

second wife as abo, ~. married, first, Deborah, daughter of 

Samuel, above named. 

The children were A&a, who married Polly Sabin; they had 

no children ; Abigail, who marrie<l .Abijah Davis of Oxford, 

and left no children ; Ruth, who rnarriecl J osei,h ,v a~hhum, 

they had seveu children, uue of whom is the late Gov. 

Emory " .. ash burn ; Deborah, married Cah-in Arumidown 

of Cba.i-ltou and late of Southbridge; Ly<lia, marrieJ J obn 

\Yheelock of Charlton, their only child a daughter, Sally, 

married Maj. J oho Spurr, son of Gen. John Spurr of Uharl­

ton; Cynthia, married a McLain; Sally marrit:'d Stephen 
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Burroughs, ~on of Rev. Stephen Burrows, of HanoYer, New 

Hnmpshire; Pamela., married Samuel liies, a lawyer; and 

lktsey married Dr. Ebenezer Borden of Charlton, who was 

bom Aug. 15, 1 i'i9,. son of Asa Borden, a physician of 

Scituate., Rhode h.Iand, uut removed to Spencer and married 

DeborJ.h Howland of that town, in 1871 • 

. r osl~ph, brother of Caleb Ammidown of Charlton, born 

Aug. 14, 1 i 41, mnrriui Dorcas Carpenter of Woodstock, 

Ct., hont .Jan. 7, 17 4 7, site died l\larch 7, 1835, and he 

<lied May 14, ltl21. Their children : 

CyMl.8, born Oct. 4, 1765; died at Southbridgt-1, May 33, 1848 age 88. 

Philip, born Ju.Iy 24. 1766; died state of New York, Dec. 26, 1835 , 
age 69. 

Reuben, born Sept.23, 1768: diedatstate?f Ne\\· "'fork#::May30. 1853.,. 

a,2e 85. 
Hannah, born~. 5, 1770; died state of New York., M11-y 10, 1843• 

•~73. 
Mercy, born Au,z. 29, 177"d; died state of New York, May 23, 1850, 

agl:l 77. 

Sally. born Sept. 22, 1775; died state of New York, 1854, age 79, 

Joseph, born Oet. 15, 1781; died state of New York, Nov. 23, 1846. 

age 65. 

Dorcas, bom Oct. 17. 1783 ; died state of New York, March 21, 1812, 

age 29. 

Ebenezer, born Dec. 24, 1797; died state of New York. 

Patty, born April 12, 1790; died. 

Cyrus Ammidown, above, born Oct. 4, 1765 ; married 

l\Iercy Perry, l◄""eb. 2, 1792 ; she was bom Dec. 4, 176i ; 

died Oct. 22, 1835. Their children : 

Ruth, born Dee. 18, 1799. 
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bqm Feb. 17. 1794; died July 15. 17'95. Nancy. 

Lydia, born May 26, 1795; married Alt"an Poweni, Nov. 16. 

1820 . 
.Jonathan P •• born March 2, 1797: married Sarah Moore, Union, 

Ju.ne 7, 1824; died Oct. 9, 1840. 

Augusta. 

Mercy, 

Joseph, 

Cyrus, 

.Patty. 

born July 5, 1798: died July 29, 1801. 

born Nov. 18, 1799; died March 6, 1821. 

born Apl. 14, 1801; married Ma.ry M. Hammond. Dee. 

7, 1826. 

born March 28, 1804 ; ma.med J nlla B. Marsh. Feb. 26, 

1829. 
born Nov. 26, 1806 ; died May 28. 1843 . 

Reuben, brother of Caleb .Ammidown of Charlton, who 

was born Sept. 1 a, 1747, married Olh·e Lyon, l 7il ; he 

died Jan. 12, 1802, and his w!fe died March 26, 1840. 

Their children: 

Marr born Nov. 17. 1771 ; dierl Oct. 16, 1847, age 76. 

Uranah, bom Nov. 26, 1773; died Aug. 29, 1848, •~ 75. 

Walter, born Oct. 17, 1775; died Sept. 14, 1847, age 72. 

Jabez. born Sept. 7, 1777. 

Rufus, born Oct. 6, 1780; died Oct. 26.1820, age 40. 

Mamre, born Ma.rch 4, 1782; died Oct. a. 1848, age 68. 

John, born April 25, 1784. 

Rufus Ammidown born Oct. 26, 1780, married l\Iinerva 

Higgins. Their children : 

Isaac C.. born June 2, 1809. 
Francis H., born Oct. 27, 1811. 

Charles L.. born Dec. 5. 1814. 

Valentine o .• born Sept. 15, 1817. 

Francis H. Amidon, born Oct. 27, 1811 ; married Ann 

Hughes. Their children: 

Mary Ann. 
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Minen-a. 
Sarah, married 1st. H. W. Hunt, 2d married Dr. Douglas Bly. 

of Rochester. N. Y •• Sept. 30. 1875; they had one child 

a son, be died 1876. 

Josephine. married Reuben Ross, reside in ~ew York; no children.. 

Jane Louisa, marrit'li JOSt'ph Thompson. New York, Nov. 18li9 . 
• 

Victoria. married Wm. Tucker, April 6, 1864, two children; he 

died in 1877. 
FrancitS. 
Jamt!S Ruf 118. 

John Ammidown son of Caleb, born April 5, 1-759, mar­

ried Olive Sanger of Dudley, J nne 1783, she was horn Dec. 

3, 1766l died Oct. 11th, 1837, age 71. Their children: 

Caleb, born June 30, 1783; di~ June 10, 1822, ag~ 39. 
Otis, born Jan. 1, 1785; died Dec. HI, 1827, age 42. 

Larkin, born March 13, 178,; died May 19, 1:;73. 

Lewis, born September 24. 1789. 

Susannah, born October 4, 1791 ; died February 20, 1825, age 84. 

Adolphus, born October 5, 17'93; died October 13, 1850, age 57. 

Callina, born April 9, 1797 ; died October 19, 1827. age 80. 

John, born December 13, 1799 ; died May 30, 1848, age 49. 

Olive, 

Julina. 

born July 25, 1802. 

born J11nuary 30, 1805; died July 7, 1835. age 80. 

Caleb Ammidown, born June 30, 1783 ; married Betsey 

Barrett. They bad two children: 

Carlow, born 1812. 

Dellza. no date or birth; she married George V. Alliard, in 1889. 

Otis Ammidown, born Jan. 1, 1785 ; married Sally May. 
I 

They had two children: 

Otls, born 1809 • 

Elbridge, born 1818. 
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Larkin Arnmidown, bom March 13, I 787 ; married Deby 

.Ann Shumway in 1822. One child, a daughter: 

Emeline S .• born 1822: died February 18, 1875. 

Lewis Ammidown, born SepL 24, 1789 ; married Deborah 

Barnes 1820. Their children: 

Jane, born 1821; married Lucius Holdridge Ammido~ Sept. 27., 

1842 ; he was borp May 31, 1821 ; died December 23, 1858. 

age 34, they bad one child, a aon . 
.Merick., born 1823. 

Androse, born 1828. 

Susannah Ammidown, born Oct. 4, 1791 ; married John 

Haskell, 2d, April 23, 1817, had two children, daughters, 

names not ascertained. 

Adolphus Ammidown, born Oct. 5, 1793 ; married Sally 

.Maria Yinton 1819. Their children: 

Harriet Eliza, born Feb. 1822. 

(altib, born 1824. 

Amelia, born 1826. 

Arinda, born 1828. 
Newton, born 1833. 

,James !\l., born 1837. 

George A., born 1835. 
Marcus, born 1841. 

CallinaAmmidown, born April 2, 1797 ; married in 1821, 

Moses Barnes. Their child: 

Moses Jr., born . 

• T uhn .Ammidown, horn Dec. J a, 1 799 ; married Caroline 

llarcy, Nm·. 1 ~25. Tlwir children : 

Caroline. born 1826. 

Joho, born 1~9. 
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Olive Ammidown, born .July 25, 1802 ; married Francis 

S. Morse, son of Alpha. Morse, in 1824. Their children: 

JuliaM., born February 18.1826. 

Callina, born February 8, 1825. 

J ulins Ammiduwn, youngest daughter of J obn Ammi­

down, born Jan. 30, 1805; died unmarried. 

Luther Ammidown, mercl1ant, born .July s, 1 i61, son of 

Caleb of Charlton, married Pntty Holmes of ,v oodstock, 

Dec. 23, 1789, she was born March 2, 1705; died Dec. 23, 

1794. She wn.s a lineal dct;cend::mt of .T ohn Holmes one of 

the founders, and proprietors in the land in the south half 

of that town. It is from this name, that the writer, youngest 

son of Luther, as abm·e, received his cbristiun name. This 

Patty Holmes wns cousin of Rev. Al1ie.l Holmes, D.D., late 

pastor of the first religiou~ society of Cambridg<', ~fass. 1 

John Holmes the ancestor of the Holmes family of Wood­

stock, married Hannah Newell, April o, 1090, Ct!rtified to 

by Rev. ,Josinb Dwight, the first settlt!c: minister of this 

ancient town. Their children: 

LutherJr., born Dec. 7, 1790; married Adelaid~. daughter of Jeremiah 

Slrnmwny, in 1817; she died Au,:tust 1800, a,tt'e '/2. 

Nancy, born August 31, 1702: died, unmarried Jan. 8, 1854, 8'r8 62. 

He mnrriecl for his second wife, Hannah Hovey, May 11, 

1700, daughter of .To:1iuh Hovey of Dudley, 1:1he was bom 

Dec. 21, 177,5 ; died nt Southbridge, Feb. 15, l Sti'i, age 82. 

Holdridge, born Oct. 27, 1707; died March 24, 1862, age ms. 
Oliver, horn Au~. 4, 1 illO ; died Rept. 2, 1848, age 49. 

1 SeeHiatorical Oollecttom, vol. 1, pp. 278,279, also 800,891, and 892. 
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Holmes, bom June 12, 1801. 

Hanual11 born Jan. 18, 1806; died lJarch 28, 1861, age 55. 

Capt. Luther Ammidowu, born Dec. 7, I ';90; marrieg 

July, 20, 181,, .Adelaide, daughter of Jeremiah Shu.nway 

and his wife li"ezinh Freeman ; 8hc wa.-. born Sept. 1 u, 1,04-. 

Tbeir children : 

Lntht!l' Shumway, born Jane 13, 1822; married Mary Lucy Ru!:184!~ 

NO\". 22, 1843. 

And:-ew Fullttr, born Jan. 24, 18'>..A; died in 1802, 11nmarried. 

L11thcr S. Ammidown, born .Tune I 8, I S22 ; married 

Nov. 22, 184:J, l\fory Lucy Russe], of Charlton, daughter 

of John Russel ; isbe was born )fay 1 i, 1823. Their child­

ren: 

Albert Holmes, born Aug. 7, 1840; a graduate of Harvard University. 

Mary Adelaide, bor::: Feb. 4, 1862; mamed Juue l, 1872, Edw. H. 

Ammido\Vn. 

Holdridge Ammidowu, born Oct. 2i, 1707; married Nov. 

25, 1818, Thaukful Newell of Vermont, daugl1ter of Hiram 

Newell of Wardsboro. Their children : 

Lucius Holdridge, born May 31, 1821; died Dec. 28, 1653. 

Adella, born July 11, 182a; :married .Sov 3. 1842, Hobert Henry 

Co]1;1, son of Elisha Cole of Southbritlge. Their children: 

Alfred E. Cole, born D~e. 12, 1848; Ellen M., born AprU 

22, 1846. 

Lucius Holdl'idge Ammidown, horn l\foy at, 1821 ; mar­

ried Sept. 27, 1842, Jane, daughter of Lewis Ammidown, 

they had ouc child a sou, Lncim; :Edwin, bom Sept. !l, 1852, 

at Southbridge. 

Olh·er Ammidown, born .August 4, J 709 ; nuU'licd in 

1821, Harriet, daughter of ,J oslma Vinton of Soutl1bridge, 

4 
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born April l8U2, :mtl Jied Feb. 9, 1862, age 60. Their 

t~hildren : 

•Susan Maria. born St-pt. 5, 1822; married Rev. David B. Cheney, 

18-13; had two children. 

A Vt"lina l larrlet, born Oct. 27, 1824; married Isacher Bates. Sept., 184:S 

a son, Frank De Witt Bates. 

Carolin~ Mt-lita, born April ~7. 1827; married Sov. 4:, 1847, Henry 

Martin Emerson. 

Franch, Oliver, born Ju.nu 13, lt,:Jl ; died, a child Auµ-. 9, 1$32. 

Olh·er Frnukliu, born Oct. 4, 183a; married, date and p~rson notk.nowJl; 

Hohuc:- .\mmidowu, born .June 12, 1801; married Nov. 

1,, I i-:t.3, St•mph, daugl1tt.·r of D:llliel Hodges of " .. arren, 

l\fo~l-l. ~Jw wa~ hor11 • \ ug. l ;;, l :0-04. Their cl1ilr~.ren : 

Edll·ard llnlm~. born Oct. 2~. 18:lO; married June 1, 187'2, Mary 

Addaide Ammidown, J unti 1, 187'2. 

Htlnry Philip, horn ~tay 16, l~t'i; uomnrrit>d. 

('ba.rl~ Hovt-y, !torn !Jct 2;:, lS~i; ma.med Anna Gray, a widow; 

no duldrt'n. 

Edw:u·d llulme!'i Ammidown, horn Oct. :!8, l8!H); mar­

l'it•cl ,J um.• t ;{7:!, Mary . \rh•laicfo ilaughtt•r of LutLer S. Am­

midowu of Sont h hrirlg-1•. TllC'ir childr('n : 

lfot1Sel HodA'PN, born Junti 18, 1873; died June 10, 1874. 

Philip Hnlmt"N, hnru May la. 187a. 

BEECHER FA!\IILY. 

Hannah .\mmidown, bo111 .Tan, 1 s, 1 ~OG ; married Feb. 

20, l 8:l7, ,vmi:un Beecher, son of N ntlmniel Bel~chcr, \V e1:,t 

Hanu, Ct., lv:irn .T :m. 2-t, I H0,1. Thcit t~hildren: 

\''fllliam Amn1iduwn, born July 10, U'28. 

Hanna11 Jane, 

Nancy Ell~n. 

born )-lRy 7, 183~. 

born July 5, 1830: dioo a.n infant. 
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William A. Beecher, born July 10, 1828; married Hester 

Billings Thacher, Oct. 12, 185:l, daughter of Thomas 

Thacher, Boston, born Oct. 15, 11,::11, died Oct. :!:!, 185:i. 

He married his St'Cond wife at tbe Danish West India 

ishwd, St. Croix; Esther ~.\nn Stridiron, Oct. 7, lb69, 

daughter of John George Stridiron. She was born at St. 

Vroix, Aug. tl, 1844. He dietl .July 9, H~76, lt>.a.,;ng a 

daugLtt!'r Jaue Elizabct]i Beecher, born .Tan. 14, 1871. 

Hannah Jaue Beecher, horn :\fay 7, 18:J2; married Dec. 

2, lf'.-50, Rev. ( tukmau Spr:igue Stearn~, a nath·e of B:1th , 
llaine., l.,om Oct. :w, 181 7; a grudu:1te of W at.ervi11e ColJege, 

in 1840, he iis !-IOU of Uev. Sib~ !".iteams, thirty years pastor 

of the Bapti~t clmrch in that town. ~eir cJiildren : 

William Oak.man, bom Nov. t8, 18rJ5 ; i,,tqJent at Cam~rid£!'tl CoJlege. 

A.note BffClu~r. hom July a, lS.59. 

Cbarl~ Kinmouth, born Jannar.r 6, 1864. 

Dr. Stearns is now professor of hiLlical literature and 

interpretation in the Newton Theological Institute, of which 

place he is a graduate. 

Calvin Ammidown, bom June 21, 1708, son of Caleb, of 

Charlton, married Deborah, .Jan. 31, 179:J; daughter of 

Ebenezer Davis, of Charlton, born Dec. 2:3, 1707 ; and died 

Dec. !l0, l A26 ; aged 59. Their children : 

Cynthia, 

Deborah, 

born Sept. 10, 1793; dioo Nov. 1, 1828. aged 85. 

horn June 21. 170:i; ilied October 6, 1828, ng~ 33. 

Ebenezer Da,•it1, born Nov. 18, li06; diml No,·. 2;1, 186."i, aged 09. 

Lydia, born Jan. 14, 1799; di!>d Sept. 3, 18-18, ati?eli 49. 

Cynthia Am mid own, horn S<'pt. lo, 1 7fl:J ; mnrried 1\Iarcll 

1, 1A15, Tim<lthy Paige, E$q., son of Timotl1y Paigf.', of 

Hardwick, l\Iass., horn there :March 6, J 7RA ; and diC'd n.t 



28 P . .\Ha: F'.ollLY. 

South bridgl·, No,·. 1 uth, 1 ~22 ; aged a-4. He by prof e~sion 

was a lawyer ; iu 1 ~ 14, 1ll' retunied from Georgi~ where 

ht• l1nd practiced law, and for :i time wn~ preceptor of nn 

academy; and in Dec<•mbcr of the Inst named year, he re,.._ 

moved to thl, Poll pnrish of IIu11cst Tu,cu (which wn.s 

incot·poratcd in 1~10, U!-i Sontbl,ridge), and opened n law 

office, and at thl~ firi-;t orgnnizntion of the town, he was 

elected tow11 clerk, and as the rccnrd1:1 will show he opened 

tbt~ fir~t hook of town 11roeeedings, giving tl1e mode of 

keeping ~ai<l records, ·which 1'y~t<-"m lm~ fiince hcen followed. 

See /li,Rtorir•tll Colle('f ionx, vol. u, p. 563. Their chiJdren : 

Timothy, born Feb. 22, 1819. left du, town a youth, no fur 

tber know]edj!e,. 

Calvin A1nmido1'"1l. hom June 7, 1820: tnarried May 9, 1843, t.lercy 

Dresser. 

Avelina., 

Julit-t, 

horn Dee. 24, 1815; died lllllllarried. Nov. 10, 1850 

a~ed 35. 

born April 14, 18\7; died June 17, 1865, :marrit:d 
.; 

Merick Man11field. 

Calvin A. Paige, born .June 7, 1820 ; married May 9, 

1843, l\Iercy Dresser, of Charlton, daughter of the late 

Harvey Dresser, of that town. 1 Their children: 

Calvin D., born May 20, 1848; me.rrieJ daughter of John Ed-

Wlll'ds, of Southbridge. 

Mary Eliui.beth, born April 7, 1846; died Sept. 2, 1848. 

Ile married for his second wifa Ellen J. Scofield, of ,v ebst<!r, February 20, 1856 ; had one child, a. son: 

Frank Skinner, born May 18, 1857. 

1 See Hi,torical Coluctwn,, vol. tt, pp. 220,222. 
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Deborah Ammidown, born June 21, 1795; married Jan. 
I, 1816, Chester, son of 1\lajor ]los:es Dresser, of Cba:-lton, 

and brother of the late Han·ey Dresser; he dfod in Illinois, 

Sept. 4, 1873. Their children: 

Pamella, born Nu'". 2, 1816; married Elijah V Alentine, Nov. 

1842. 
Chester Atnmidowu, burn Sept. 2, 1818; married Mary C. Bartlet, Oct 

George A., 
1, 184-3. 

bom Aug. 6, 1821 ; married Rosamond Kelley, 

May !i. l~. 

Chester A Dresser, born Se11t. 2d, 1818; married Oct. 

1, 1843, Mary C. Bartlet. Tht:ir children : 

Henry B .. 

M&ry c., 

born Dec. 23, 1844; at this time. 1877. has had two 

win.-s. 

born Nov. 18, ;1851; married Stephen Edwards 

of Southhrid2"e. 

Franklin Dickman, bom llay 10, 1855. 

l\lr. Dresser married for his second wife, l\lnry N. 

McLaughling, and a third wife Mrs. Hannah l\L Reynolds, 

of Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Ebenezer Davis .Ammidown, born Nov. 18, I 796 ; mar­

ried l\Iny 12, 1810, Hebecc:i Fisher, daughter of Caleb ano. 

:Mary Plimpton Fisher. Their children : 

Mary Fisher, 

Anna, 

Hellen, 

Antoln~tte, 

Lorn Aug. 23, 1817 ; marritid Sept. 15 1.840, Man­

ning Leonard. 

born Nov. 24, 1819; died Sept. 22, 1821. 

born Sept. 0, 1821: married Merick Mlln&field, 

Joly 10, 1866. 

born April u, 1824; married Jona.than Hosmer 

Barker, Nov. 20, 1844. 
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Malcom. 

Ann Frances, 

EBENEZER D. AMl\tIDOW:S. 

born Feb. 15, 1827; marriei llary Ltluisa Lamb, 

Jan. tat 1858. 

born Feb. 6, 18'J9: marrioo. Joseph Kinsey, Dec. 

s. 1851. 

Catherine Hartwell, born Jan. 15, 1831; died April 18, 1856. 

Henry Clay. born No,. 7', 1833; mnrrit!d Mary Town Litch-

field, July 1, 1857. 

This Mr. Ebenezer D .. Ammidown, wns kno,vn in public 

as the Hon. E. D. Ammidown, was much engaged in public 

business, devoting a l:lrge portion of bis time to improv-e• 

ments for travel, in estu1Iisbing town nnd t·onntJ· ronds, 

and mil roads. The principal roa1ls lt1adi11g into South~ 

bridge village, and th<! rail road 1eadinf!' from Southbridge 

to Boston he was the principal mover and projector. 

He was for a time, a member of the board of corumis• 

sioners in ,v orcester county, for roads. l{epresented the 

town in the legislature and tlw county in the sennte, and 

did much for the advancement of the cotton mnnufacturo 

in that town ; he poi:;ses!-ied a strong and ,·igorous mind, 

fertile in new ideas, and in\·enti re, to a remarkable degree. 

The town of Southbridge is largely indebted to him for 

many of its best improvements, and prosperity. 1 

Lydia. Ammidown, born .January 14, 1 'i!l!> ; married April 

13, 1810, Dr. Samuel Hartwell, son of Samuel of Oxforll. 

He was born August 30, I 793, died at Southbridge, July 

27, 1874. 

He is the fifth generation from ,vrn. Hartwc11 of Con­

oord, 1\Jass., his father Samuel, was son of Snmnel :Jtl, who 

was son of ~amucl ¥d, wlw ·w,u1 son of Samuel ht, tlie son of 

William of Concord. 1 'fhcir children : 

1 See llilitorical Collectiona, vol. II, pp. G53, 557. 
1 See Hiatori,eaJ, Oollectiona, vol. II, pp. 561,502. 



DR. SAMUEL HARTWELL. 31 

Sam ael Cyrae, born March 28, 1820 : married Ellen Maria Plimp­

ton • .l\Iarch 18, 1844. 

Calvin Ammidown, born Jan. 13. 1826; died Nov. 23, 1828. 

Lydia Louisa. born .A ugnst 23, 1830 ; died unmarried. 

Samuel Cyrus Hartwell, born March 28, 1820; mani.ed 

l\Iarch 18, 1844, Ellen l\Iaria Plimpton, daughter of Moses 

and Edna Taylor Plimpton his wife, born August 21, 1822, 

at Sonthbridge. Their children: 

Kate B., born October 21, 1846; died September 28, 1848. 

George F., born August 22, lSli0; died January 4, 1852. 

Belle S., born August 4, 1852. 

Nellie P., oorn October 17, 18M. 

Mary B., born Jan unry 7, 1800 ; died October 21, 1864. 

PLIMPTON FAMILY. 

l\Ioses Plimpton. born October 17, 1705, married Edna 

Taylor of Sturbridge, died in Boston September 18, 1854. 

Ho was so11 of Gersliom, who wal'I $on of Gersbom, who wns 

horn at llcdfield .Jan. 14, 17aa, who was son of ,vnliam 
born nt ~fodfield, :\lay 28, l 'iDO; who wns son of J oscph 

Plimpton of )ledfiel<l born No\~ember 15, 1077, nnd died 

October 21, Ii ~o. 1 William, aboYe, m:1nied Keziah 

Dwight N OV(•mber :i, I i25. Their children : 

Ellen Marin, born August 21, 1822; married l\!arch 18, 1844, 

Dr. Snm uel Cyrus Hartwell. 

Heorge J .. nyfayt-itta, horn August 11, 1824: died in Ohio. 

Jane l~liznl.>~th, born l\lnrch 4, 1827: married Ambrose Clark 

Carolin"' S., 

l..uuisa E., 

$onuJn·ille, M11st1. 

horn Aprill, 1820. 

horn October 5, 1832 ; married Charles S. Lincoln, 

lawyer, Boston. 

1 See lliatorical Collections, vol. II, pp. 865, OOS and 500. 
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Edwin Taylor. 

Clara Cornelia. 

l:losES PLIMPTON. 

born September 28.1835; died at St. Louis, 1862, 

born Sept, mber 20, 1840; haa been teacher in 

Blind Asylwn,, New York. 

WOLCOTT FAMILY. 

l\lehetable ~\.mmiuow-n, born :Feb. 4, 1 i72, dAughter of 

Caleb Anunidowu of Uhatlton, married Sept. 1790, Dr. 

J ame:s ,v olcott, of Charlton, as his second wife ; he was 

born Xov. 4, 1754; died at Qut!ch~e, Vermont, 8ept. 14, 

1830, age 76. This )Ir. ,v olcott, is a lineal descendant of 

. Henry \V olcott, who, with his wife, Elizabeth, daughter of 

ri'homas :Saunders, of .England, came to N cw Ku gland in 

1630, they cauw froN1 'rolla.ud, in Sowersctshire. They first 

~ettled at Dorch.eistt:>r, as one of the founders of that town, 

and after a few years residence removed with their family 

and with Rev. John ll:nerick, and others of his church at 

Dorchester, l\Inss., and bcc:uuc one of the founder1:1 of 
s 

,Villdsor, Connecticut. He died, l\lay ao, 1655, and his 

wife dcccase<l the same year; they hnd six children. 1 Their 

child: 

Henry ,volcott, born Nov. 2, 1804; married Oct. 11, 1847, Mary A. 
Carter, they had onti tlnughtcr. 

Dr. J a.mes \Y olcott's firi:-t wife waH Betsey Bradford. 

She was born in 1755, u.nd died August 5, 1701, age 36. 

Their chiltlren: 

Amy, 
Esther, 

born May 10, 1770; died unmarried, Aug. 7, 1813. 

born May a. 1781; ilioo unmarried, Feb. 18, 1820. 

1 Stie Illatorical CoUectiom, vol. I, pp. 244 B.Dd 245, also vol. u, 864-
874, a.nd 563-4. 



DR. JAHES WoLCOTT. 38 

Betsey Elm.beth, born Oct. 15, 1783; married Nov. 26, 1807, Fordy~ 

Foster ; died 01;!C. 19, 18GB. 

Jamee Jr., born April 29, 1787; died at Brimfield, Ill., Feb. 18, 

tSSE. 
Perez Bradford, born April 18, 17ff.J; died Feb. 17, 1851; married 

leabt!lla E. Foster. 

j ames Wolcott, Jr., born April :W, I 7ti 7 ; married Lu­

cretia, daughtt:r of Oliver Plimpton of ~;mthbridge, bis 

st-cond '\\ife was Betsey Thompson of llrirnficld, l\lass. 

They had several children, no particulars ascertained. 

FOSTER FAMif.,Y. 

Elizabeth ,volcott, born Oct. !5, 17H!i; married Nov .. 

26, 1807, Fordyce Foster of New Braintree, lias1:1., be died 

Ang; a, 1827. Their child1en were: 

Eliza.beth Read, born April 20, 1800; died August 7, 1810. 

Eliza Bradford, born Aug. 4, 1810; died Oct. t:i, 1811. 

Jane Francis, born Nov. 17, 1811; mnrried May 80, lS.1U, John 

Porter, Esq. 

James Wolcott, born Nov. 16, 1813. 

Fordyce, born Dec. 10, 1815. 

Julia Eliza, born Nov. 9, 1820. 

Eliza Wolcott, born March 12. 1826. 

PORTER FAMILY. 

J anc Francis Foster, born Nov. l 7, I~ 11 ; married Judge 

John Porter, Quechce, Vermont, l\fay 30, 18:ll. Theirchild­

ren, as follow~: 

.Tohn Foster Porter, born May 11, 1839. 

Ja.ne FranceR. born April 6, 11334. 

Louisa Adelaide, born Septembi,r 21, 1836. 
5 
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Bt'nry '\\" olcott, 

'.'.\lary Elizabeth, 

(. 'harles ~· olcott. 

born Aagust 5, 18-U; ditd June 21, 1842. 

bom A.u,..fPllSt 21, 1843; died Sept. 21, 1847. 

born July 11, 1849. 

BROWN FAMILY. 

H:um:ih Anuuidou-u, bom August 14, Ii ';'9 ; married 

)lay u, l i!17, Zt•phani:ih Brown, son of Ezekiel Bro\\,1 of 

Dudle)·, h(• ,ra1' bon1 .\pril :!K, 177:i ; died :it Xew Ha,·eu, 

Ct., X ov. :--, I ~:\i-:, age u:t. :-:.he was daughter of Caleb Am­

ini1 lown, nf Clrnrlton. Ttwir ehildren: 

John Wind~or, born 1\lay 21. 1800; Jied April 25, ltHS. 

Hannah, born May 12, 1802 ; died October 16, l835. 

Elmira. born Angnst 2, 1804. 

Caroline, born Sept. !'.4, ll:!IOO; di~,- Oct. 2. 1808. 

Caroline 2d, Lorn Ft-hruary 9, 1$09. 

(.foorgt- WiuJsor, born May 27, 1811. 

Fidelia, born July 11, lt:118. 

Julin Aun. 

Cdia Aun. 

born May 2;3, 181U, 

boru July 18. 1818; died ~larch 9, 1832. 

John Windsur2d, born ~t>pt~ml>t.•r 2;;, 1820. 

born Octoucr 15, 1822. 

Harmah Browu, horn )fay 12, 11:!0i; married J1me 2Y, 

l ~2H, Josl'ph C . .Allen, Stul'bridgc ; he died Sept. 28, 1835. 

They hnd one d1ilt.l: 

Joeeph C., burn July 11, 1833. 

Elmirn, bum .August i, 1804; married June 20, 1H28, 

Henry "Thiting Charlton, he died. Had one child: 

Sarah Jane, born Mllrch 4, 1830. 

Carolint!, bPr11 Feb. 9, l HU9 ; umrried Oct. 3, l 834, 

George Linc~, nm,· iu North Cnrolina. Children: 

Mary Au~usta. horn August 31, 1830. 

Caroline ~irginiu, 1,orn October 10, 1839. 
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. George Brown, born May 27, 1811 ; married Dec. 4, 1835, 

Eliza C. Ward, New Ha Yen. Children: 

Caroline. born September 21, 1836. 

George Edward. born Jone 2. 1842. 

Fi1elia, born July 11, 1~13; married Aug. 281 1sa·1, El­

bridge Gerry Blan<~hard, Sturbridge. Children: 

Henry \\"'illard., born January 9, 1833. 

Ella, born. married and died . 

• Julia Ann Bro~ born May 28, 1816 ; married XoT'. 14, 

1836, Charles Carlisle; <:hildren: Xellil' .Jnne, born April 

24, lfi3P; Charles Henry-, horn Feb. l, 11-43; Xe1Iie .Jane 

CarlisJe, mariiecl John Peterson, about I A64, of X el\· Haven. 

HOVEY FAMILY. 

Josiah Hovey, born Oct. :?1, 1746; married Hannah, 

daughter of Samu~l.May, of Dudley, 11<~ died X ov. 21, 1815; 

she was born .April 9, 1 i5 l ; died Sept. 8, l R:H, aged 83. 

Their children : 

OJiver, born May 4, 1774. 

Hannah, born Dec. 21, 17i5 ; marrit'd Luther Ammidown. of Charlton, 

May 11, 1796. 

Alpha, 

Olive. 

Chlre. 

born Mareb 31, 1777; marritld Ha11nal1 Markham, be died 

March 15, 1849. 

born March 15, 1780. 

born Sept. 6, 178.'l; married a Mr. ('rocker. 

Susannah, Lorn ~ov. 6, 178,';; m1irried J<:pa1ihroditus Whit.tmnorti. 

Edward, lmrn Ausrui:ct 10. 17fl7. 

Luther, born Aug-u t 21. 17$9. 

BetePy, horn 1\-brch 5, t'i92: dit"d unmarried. 

This family moved from DmlJcy, )fosl-l., in 1 HOO, to thP 

west.em part of X ew York, exeept M rN. A mmidown, wif c> 
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of Luther Ammiduwn. All the members of this f:unily were 

married and had children except Betsey, hut no particulars 

are known to this writer. 

Daniel Hodges, born A1,ril 11, 1 i.54 ; married, .Tune 23, 

1 is 1, Rachael Hie h, born X ov. :rn, 1701 ; he died Dec. 

l l, lf!:!0 ; and she died Jan. 4, 1844. Their children : 

Cht:ney. born Ma.y 19. 1784; died in Ohio, iu 1872 ; married Olive 

Tylor . 

.Adolphus, born Sept. 19, 1786; died Oct. 5, 1845 ; married Trlphena 

Tylor. 

George, born Sept. 27, 1790; di~ May 1. 1834 ; married Nancy 

Moore. 
Susan, born Sept. 28, 1792 ; died May 18, 1871 ; married Thomu 

Tylor. 

Daniel. bom Jan. 20. 1796; died Feb. 19. 1851 ; ma.tried Betsey 

Baker. 

Mary, born May 3, 1798; married Baxter, 0. Mynott. 

Brutos, born May 7. 1801 ; died May 7. 1832; matrled Mariah 

Hamilton. 

Solon, born 'Mny 7, 1801; died Feb. 7, 1822; unmarried. 

Seraph, bom A11,c;rust 15, 1804; marled Holmes Ammidown. 

v..,or furtl1er particulars of the Hodges family, sec Genea­

logical rt~cord of this family, hy Col. Almond D. Hodges, 

Boston, Mass. For the children of Seraph Hodges, see 

recoril of Holmes Ammidown's family. 

Ha.Ye nc> further particulars of the families of the above 

children of Daniel Hodges and his wife Rachael. 

Samuel Freeman, blacksmith, born 1721 ; died Dec. 31, 

1 "172 ; his wife's name was Mary ; he was an early settler 

in Sturl1ridge, but bought land and settled in what is now 

the center village of Southbridge, and erected the first 

house there. Their children : 
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born Oct.24.1744; died May 22. 1806. 
born Sept. 27. 1740 ; died Sept. 26. 1772. 

13enjamin, 
Samuel. 
Rachel, born Sept. 9. 1748; died Sept. 22. 1784; manied 

Parker Bacon. 

Comfort, born A ngust 23, 1750. 

Jared, born Dec. 27. 1752. 

Walter, born August 26; 1754 ; died an infant. 

Mary, born Oct. 17, 1755; died Auj?USt 8, 1767. 

Mary and Martha, born &pt. 14, 1757; died May 7. 1804; Ma.rtha, 
marrfod Jedediah Ellis. 

Walter, 

Rainy. 

Chester. 

born August 20, 1759. 

bom March 29, 1763. 

born Nov. 7, 1766. 

· Col. Benjamin Freeman, born Oct. 24, 17 44 ; married 

June 10, 1704; daughter of Ebenezer Child, she was born 

Oct. 17::JR ; died March 8, 1805. Their child : 

I{eziah Freeman, born 1765 ; married llay 9, 1786, 

Jeremiah Shumway, who <lied in 1801. Tl1cir children : 

Nabby, 

Jeremiah, 

born Feb. 10, 1787; married Joseph Marcy. 

born Oct. 10, 1700 ; married a Miss Hooker. 

Benjamin Freeman, born August 17, 1702; died in 1833; unmarried. 

Adelaide, born Sept. 15. 1794; married J.uther Arumidown. 

she died August 6, 1866. 

Deby Ann, horn April 0, 1797: married Larkin Ammidowu, 

she died Nov. 22, 1875. 

Emeline, born May 20, 1802; died July 26, 1818, unmarried. 

Keziah Freeman Shumway, horn l 765 ; mnrricd a second 

time Azor Brown, of Woodstock, son of Andrew Brown, 

they had one child, a daughter Louisa, l>0rn Feb. l 8, 1806; 

who married Winthrop ,vight, of Sturbridge . 

• Jeremiah Shumway, bom Aug. o, I 762, wns s<?n of 

.Jeremiah, born 170:>, who married Experie~ce Larned, Nov. 

13, 1729, who was son of Peter, who married a. 1\Iiss Smith, 

of Boston, ahout 1700, he <lied nt Oxford, wa~ one of the 

thirty families that founded tlmt town. 
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MARCY FA~IILY. 

The ancestor of this family, in this Yicinity, wns ,John 

:Marcy, one of the founder~, and land propric.•tor~, in the 

south half of Woodstock, originally a town grnutcd by 

Mnssachusetts, and supposed to be within the chart~r limits 

of thnt colony, by the first sun·cy of the south line by 

Woodward & Safery, in lU-l-2, but hy the line of 17'13, it 

was found to be within the charter limits of Connectieut, 

still she remained quiratly in the former colouy, till 17 4- 7, 

when s11e sece<led and united with the latter. 

John Marcy and his wife Sarah of ,v oodstock. Their 

children: 

John. 

Jam~, 
Edward, 

Jr,eepb, 

born December 17, 1083. 

bom Fd>ruary 26. 1693. 

born June 28, 1695. 

born Septem1Jer 10, 1697. 

Benjamin, born :Mnrch 1, 1609. 

Moses, 
8amuel, 

Sarah, 

born April 18, 1702; married Prudence Morris. 

born July 28, 1704. 

bnrn February 18, 1706. 

Ebenezer. born Junt1 6, 1700. 

Elizabeth, born ~ovember 8, 1811. 

Mr. )Carey died Dccumber 2a, 1724; Sarah his wife died 

!fay 7, 1743. 

The sixth son of the nhon•, l\los<•~ .l\lnrcy, horn April 18, 

1702, married Prudence :\forri~, ,l:mghtcr of Den. Edwar<l 

:Morri1q,, anothc1· of the fonrnlers of this town, born August 

9th, 1702 ; they had elcv~n childrt•n, fin· of whom were 

born in ,v oodstock, as follows: 

Dorathy, born November 8, 1724. 
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Je1fodiah, bom September 25, 1725. 

ltartlln, born July 1. 1724-; died September 11, 1738. 
Moses, born Ju1y 1, 1730. 

Elijah, born Joly 1. 1732. 
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Tliis l\fr. lforcy moved about this time to the grant then 

known as X cw l\Iedfield, and setttled on the borders of 

Qninnb:rng river, where he purchased several hundred acres 

of Jnnd nnrl hnilt a saw mill in 1732, and a grist mill in 

1730. This grant of X e,v Medfield, became Sturbridge in 

17~R, nncl tlli!- Yicinity wn~ included in that part of Stur­

bridge, which with pnrts of Dudley and Charlton, wns 

made the town of Soutl1briclg<', in 1816. 

EDWARD lIORRIS. 

l\Ir. l\Iorris wns another of the founders of \Voodstock, 

be is known in the records of this ton"ll as Deacon Edward 

:Morris, t)Je tirst de::i.con, in the first church and religious 

society here. 

The c}u·istiu.n name of his wife was Elizabeth. Their chil­

dren burn here, were : 

Abig'ltl, born October 25, 1004. 

Susannah, born August 17, 1698. 

Prud~n·.:~, born Augu11t 9, 1702. 

i\Joscl-"! )farcy und his wife Prudence hud six other chil• 

d1·c11, born in SturLrhlge, as follow!, : 

Prud~noo, born September O. 1734. 

Mnry, born August 23, 1730. 

Daniel, lmru June 4. 1;as. 
Marthn, born .\u;.r11st 2i. ti-10. 

l\firinm, born No,·. 20, 1740. 

Mehetable, born August 7, 1744. 
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.T ededfah )larcy born at Woodstock, September 25th, 1725, 

married )fury He:iley, of Dudley, December 1, 1748. Their 

children were born ::is follows : 

Joseph. 

JL-dediah. 

Mary. 

Jedediah, 

Mary, 

Rhoda, 

Hannah. 

born Octo~r 21, 1749. 

born July 23, 1751 ; died January 20, 1756. 

bon1 December 17, 1754. 

born July 20, 1757; died January 20. 1811. 

born Janunry 10, 1';'60. 

born )fay 14, 1762. 

born Sept~mber 10. 1772. 

This Mr. J edcdiah 1\fo.rcy continued to reside in Dudley, 

but owned large tracts of land in what is now the territory 

of Southbridge, of this land be sold one tract to his son 

Jedediah, born July 26, l75'i, containingfourhundred acres, 

by deed dated April 27, 1789, iucludiug grist mill, ~aw mill 

and dwelling house nnd ~e"eral barns and other out build­

ings, for the sum of £1000. 

The grandson known as Vapt. Jt•dediah :Marcy, and son 

of t11e former Jedediah of Dudley, moved to the late resi­

dence of bis grandfather, then in Sturbridge, but now in 
the center village of Southbt·idge, m:uried Ruth Larned 

March, 1782, who was born at Dudley November 24, 1765. 

Their children: 

Rhoda, born August 21, 1782; marrioo Opher Gould. 

Joseph, born Jane 10, 1784; married Abigal Shumway. 

William Larned, born Dee. 12, 1786; marrioo 1st wife Do1ly New-

Ba.nnah, 

Mary, 
Jedediah, 

Caroline, 

e11, 2d wife Cornelia Knower. 

born January 14, 1789; married Jacob Edwards. 

born March 14, 1701; married Samuel C. Edwards. 

born October 19, 1704; married Estl1er HeaJt>y. 

born Octobt>r 11. 1798; died December 6, 1801. 

Captain Marcy died 1811. 
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JEDEDIAH MARCrs FAMILY. 
J edediab Marcy, born October 19, 1794 ; married Esther 

Healey, of Dudley, daughter of Jlo~cs Healey, born Feb­

ruary 23, I 708. Tl1eir children : 

F.sther Healey Marcy, born October 19, 1817; married L C. Trow. 

Lucien Heal~y Marcy; born August. 81, 1819. 

John Marcy, born September 12, 1822. 

William Andrew Marcy, born May 3, 1829. 

Est.her H. :l\Iarcy married Israel C. Trow, N ovem her 9, 

1836; they had a daughter EHen Jane, born 1840; who 
' married A. J. Bartholomew, Esq. Mrs. Trow died in 1841. 

Jedediah Marcy last above died 1~77. Esther Healey, 

his wife, died 1877. Lucien, his son, diP-d l 877. 

THE SUMNER FAMILY. 
,vnliam, of Dorchester, in 16!'lH. tmpposecl to he the son 

of Roger Sumner of Bicester in county of Oxf<ml, England. 

,vife :Mary, had, Wi11iam, Roger, Gem·ge, .J onn, and per­

haps Abigal, ~a.mncl and Incruase, the younge~t born Feb. 

2:l, 1643. 

George, son of William first of l\lilton, born in England, 

Feb. 14, 16!35 ; married No,·. 7, 1662~ l\Iary, daughter of 

Edward Baker, had .l\Iary, George, ~amuel, \Villinm, Eben­

ezer, Ed,var◄l, born 29th of August, 1675; ,Joseph and 

Benjamin ; bis wife died April 1st, 171 P. Ii;dward, of 

Roxbury, son of 1st George of :Milton, m:u,-ied Elizabeth, 

daughter of Elder Clap of Dordw~ter, had ehildreu, Edward, 

Elizabeth, Jolm, born August J 1-1t, 1705, graduate Ifarvnrd 
6 



42 TBE Summa F AKILY. 

College l 72;l, Elizabeth again, Samuel, and Increase, father 

of Go,·. Increase Sumner; 1-Iauna.b, Mary, :Sathaniel, 

grnduate Harvard college 17!19, Ebenezer, and Benjamin. 

He diL.J, 176:J. This Edward was a large land holder, be 

owned iu !°'pencer, lot Xo. 1. .John, horn 1705, removed 

to Martha's \~ineyar~ was judge; his ";fe was J edijah 

Smith, they Juul nine children (he removed to Spencer, and 

died Nov. 11, 1787), ouc of whom, .Toho, born Oct. A, 1740, 

marrie,1 A higail Pease, and Jh·ed in Spencer; they bad four­

tL~n cLiltlrcn; Betsey, John nrnl ,vmiam, born at Edgarton, 

the otheri- :.it Spenct.•r; George, who died at Southbridge, 

wai,. hum here .Tune :w, 1';80. The sister Betsey, born at 

Edg:1rton, .Jan. 2, 17 7U ; married Zebina .Abbot, :\larcl1 24, 

1 791. Tbl-!y had one child, n <laughter. 

Both :llr. Gt.•orge Sumner and )[r. Zebina Abbot., settled 

iu tlte Poll pari~h known as llouext T,wm; suh'!lN1ucnt.ly in 

l~W, :-;outhl,ridge, the latte1· in 1798, aud the form~r 180:i. 

)Ir. A hhutt was a dothier :UHi wool carder, and :'\h-. Smnuer 

followt•d and joined his hrother-in-law in the bu~hws~ jointly, 

but soon after took al~o the !-hare of llr. Abbott, wh'o 

moved frou1 the pnrisl1. 

He marri(~d Margaret Burt of Brimfield, 1\Iarch a, 1808; 

she died Oct. IU, I K:!u, hy whom he had ten children. He 

married a ~ecoml wife tlw widow of Samuel Lewis Newell, 

March 4, l 81W, hy whom lie had five children. Of the first 

cbildn-n, only two are lh·iug, Austin, a merclmut of Doston, 

horu Oct. t l, 11-1 J 5, aucl .T uli:1, boru April H, 1 H2U; he died 

.Tan. :!4, 1801. 

:\Ir. Summ•r and his tiz•:,1,t wife nnitecl with tlw Congrega­

tional ,·h111·d1 i11 t.ht> Poll 1,arif;h in l t-lL1, tl1e year bcforu the 
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town was incorporated, and was elected deacon in 18:?:!, 

which office ht hel<l. s~veutee11 years. I-fo continued his 

clotbierwork.8 till I r.1:12: wheu he retired from acti\"c bnsiue!is. 

j\fcKINSTRY FAAIILY. 

\Villiam l~t, the first ancestor of this family, in America. 

now of Southbridge, born in Carrickfergu!-1, Ireland, came to 

this country iu 1740. He :1rrh·ed iu Boston, nnd settled 

first at ::\IedfieM; aft.er ahont seven yea~, removed to Stnr• 

hridge, in that part now South bridge. 

, He located here in the yenr l 74~, 111:ion a farm which has 

<.·ver since been occupied by his descenclan'!',s. In J 751, be 

married Mary daughter of .J oi-epb )Iorse-· of Sturbridge, 

one of the pioneer ~tt1t•~ in that town, and had thirteen 

children: 

Jamee,' 

~arah,1 

Wi11iam,2 

:dolly,' 

married Lois Dix in 1773. 

married and died in N. Y., 1828. 

ma.tried Ester Robbins, in!l 785. 

married Ephraim Bacon. 

Amos,' Mldier in tht, Revolution; died in Vermont, 1844. 

John.' soldier in the Re\·olntion; settled in the west. 

Experience,1 mnrrit'd and settlt>rl in Vt~rmont. 

Elizalwth,1 muried Wj1Jiam Sannders Clwulton; died 1852. 

Jo~ph. 1 died in Sturbridge, 1809. 

Margaret.• dit...J 1822. 

Alexauder,3 died young. 

Jane,• 

Nathan,' 

died Sturbridge, l'i03. 

a physician ; died at Newbury, Vt., 181.5. 

,JameR;-' wife Louis Dix, they had tLirteen children: 
I 

Jamt:!8.a 

Alexandt'r.' 
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Anna! 

Lois.' 
Mary.a 

Wllliam.' 

Benjamin.• 

Na.ncy.' 
Da.vid.:s 

Da,·id.1 

Martha.1 

l\l OSl'S.. a 

MoSL>&. 3 

~J cKINSTRY F.onLY. 

Their desc~udants arc numerous. 

\Vi11iam 2d, ,vife Esther Robbins, married 1785. Their 

children : 

John! born 1786. 

Elizabeth. 3 

Mar.r.a 
William. 1 

Silas.• 

.Tohn,:' manied Keziah Batchellor of Charlton,_born 1787. 

Their children : 
Muy, died young. 

Prevostus.• 
William F. 

Manillee. 

Eliza, 

married Verney Fislc.e, and had 9 children. 

married Adam .Miller. 
• married Adolphus Merriam. 

John O.,• manied E1iZ&beth R. Spalding or Ha.na.ford, Ct. 

William/ wife l\latilda Marcy. Their children: 

Esther,• married Aretus Hooker. 
Elijah. 
Nathan,.. married Hannah Taylor, had 5 children. 

Willlam,4 married M&ry Ann Kitchen, had two children. 
John A.• 

married George Bracket of Sturbridge. 
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Silas,:; married Lucy Twiss, he died J 856. Their children : 
Albert. 

James T. 

Charles. 

Asa. 
Henry. 

Elizabeth, :i manied Asa Dresser. 

Sylvester Dresser, resident of Southbridge, only surviving child. 

Mary/ married Luther Clemons, and had six children: 

Harry. 

Fjdella. 

J?hn McKinBtry. 

Mercy. 

See William ,vmis Genealogy of the McKinstry family 
published at Boston, by Henry W. Dutton, 1858. 

DOCTOR NICHOLAS JENKS. 

The grandfather of Dr . .Jenks, was .Jonathan Jenks, born 

at Pawtucket, 1 707; be moved to N" orth Brookfield, in 1776, 

with t\\·o of his soni,., Gideon and Nicholas; there were 14 

~hildren by two wh·es, died 1 7S2. 

Nicholas, 2d son, hom 1752, had 9 children; one of these 

sons, Dr. Nicho]ns Jenks, born at North Brookfield, Feb. 

4, 1785, maJTied Betsey Potter of same town, who died 

August 7, 1850. Their children: 

Angelin& Angell, born Aug. 10, 1810; married Rev. Henry Fitte, 

died Sept. 30, 1861. 

CJLrollne, born March 8, 1813; married 1st Alonzo Lyon : 
2d, his brother Merrick Lyon. 

Harriet Newell, born May 4, 1815; marrJed Sylv&nus Morse, 

A.B. 



46 

Nancy Burnett, 

John W. P., 

Charles William, 

George Henry, 

LEONARD FAMILY. 

born July 2, 1817; manir~ Thomas Bond. 

born May 1, 1819·; married Sarah P. Tucker. 

The above children were all born in West 

Boylston. 

bom April 24, 11:326; marrloo. Mariah B. Johnson. 

who died June 25, 1860. 

horn March 12, 1828 ; marritl<! Annn Clark. The 

two last born at Southbrid,?t>, 

Dr •• T euks commenced tl1e pmctice of medicine in l t-tos, 
in West Boylston; mo\"e.J to South bridge, 18!!0 ; atJcl moved 

to West Boylston again in 1sau; in ti-:4:!, rl'movcd to:Xorth 

Brookfield, and in IS5;J, he moved to :\fo]dleburough, where 

he died. 

LEON ARD F A1.IIL Y. 
Zenas Lockwood Leonard, born at Bridgewater, Mass., 

Jan. 16, 1773; died at Sturbridge, June 24, 1841, aged 68; 

was son of Capt. David and :\lary Hall Leonard, the sixth 

generation from Solomon Leonard, of Dux bury, in rn:n, 
who removed to Bridgewater, in 1645, :mtl dfo,l tliere in 

1686. He was a graduate of Brown University, Sept., 

1794. On the :JOth Sept., 1706, received a nnanimous call 

to become the pastor of the Baptist. churdt and society of 

Sturbridge, and was ordained the 15th of :-ieptemberfol1ow­

ing. Re,·. Dr. Baldwin, of Boston, preached the or1lina.tion 

sermon. 

Mr. Leona.rd married :-ially, dnughter of Deacon Henry 

Fiske, Se1,t. 1, 1799. TI1ey hnd i,;eye11 children, three i-om~ 

and four daughters, as follows : 

Henry Fiske. born August, 1800. 

Mary Ann 11., born January, 1800. 
Vemem, born June 19, 1806; married F. E. Corey. 
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Sarah, born June 20, 1810. 

Manning, born June 20, 1814. 

Linus. born Dee. 23, 1819. 
Francis M., born 1826. 

His second son J\fonning Leonard, married :Mary, daughter 

of Hon. Ebenezer Ammidown, Sept. 15, 1840, and now re­

Rides in Southbridge. Rev. l\lr. I.eonard resigned his pas­

torate, and was dismissed at bis own request the 18th of 

October, 18~2. 

VINTON FAMILY. 
Harriet Vinton, born _i\ pri1, 1802 ; who married Oliver 

Ammidown, son of Luther Ammidown, W!l.d daughter of 

Deacon .Toshua Vinton, who -was !!Ion of Joh:1 Vinton, who 

was son of J oJm Vinton :Jd, of Dudley, icho was son of J obn 

2d, of Stoneham, who "·as son of John 1st, and his wife 

Ann, of Lynn . 
• T oJrn Vinton :ld, of Dudley, was among the :first settlers 

of tl1at town, he bought nau acres of land lying between 

Oxford und Wood:.:tock, and moved on to this tract in 1738. 

The gmator was Samuel .l\Iorris, inn bolder of '\Yoodstock. 

His ehildren were lfalJ>h, .1 obn .Joseph, ,vnlium and Jabez, 

of the i;econd generation of lJntUey inhahita.nts. 

l\lASON FAMILY. 

The finit of this wnne which appeari-. in the Records of 

!°'tni-hridge, were .J ouath:tn, wJw~e wifo'i- uame was Hepsi­

hah. He died Oetolwr H, 1 i'i:J ; and :,;;}w died October 20, 

1784, 

Aud Olh·er )l:u-iou, hnm )forch :.i, I 7 Jo, married Lucy 
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Johnson December It!, 1766; he died August 15, 1822, and 

his wife died June 11, 1819. Oliver's children by his wife 

Lucy, were: 

SDfUlouah, born November 4. 1767. 

Oliver J.. born St-ptember 13. 1777; married Lacy Sessions, Febru­

ary 25. 1801. 

Penah, born March 20, 1780; ma.niedAbelllasou,Jr .• November 

29, 17'97. 

Lucy. born March 16, 1783. 

Jonat/1,an's children by his wife Hepsibah, Lucy born 

January I I, 1764, then Cloe, Moses, Wareham, Abel, 

born July ll, 1775, who married Penalt, daughter of Oliver 

Mason, and his wife Lucy who was born March24, 1780 ; 

also Jesse, Benjamin, Elias, .John and H.uth. 

Children of Abel .Jla.son Jr., born .lune 11, li75; and 

his wife Penah, she died May 27, 1841 ; and he died De­

cember 25, 1850 ; Thankful born April 16, 1798, then 

Mariah, James Johnson, .John, Oliver, born .January 28, 

1807, Otis born December JO, 1808, Harriet and Abel born 

August 16, 1825. 

C!,,ildren of Oliver :Maso~ .Jr., born September J6, 1777 

and his wife Persis Sessions, who was boru March 1781 ; she 

died June 14, 1842; and he died March 16, 184a. They 

were married Febntary 25, 1801. 

Samuel S. llason, who married Clarinda Hooker <laughter 

of Major Oih~er Hooker. 

J osephinc, who married Captain Sumner llarch. Berin­

tha who married Hon. Linus Child. 1 

Samuel Morse the 1st, born iu England, 1586 ; died at 

1 See Ilutorkal Oollutiona. vol. n, pp. 557. 560. 
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Med1ield, in 1654,. age 69; mAnied Elizabeth, who died 

Ju»e 20, 1654, age 67 •. They had seven children, the sd. 

Joseph 2d, born 1615; married Hannah Philips of Water­

town, Jan. 1, 1638, second wife; Thomas Boyden, married 

1639, they had sevt-n children the 6th, Joseph the 3d gen­

eration, born July 7, 1649; died Feb. 19, li17; married 

Mehetable Wood, second wife Hannah Babcock, and third 

wife, Hannah wid. of Joseph Dyre, they had twelve child­

ren. 9th, David 4th generation, born 1694; married Ex­

perience Sabin, they had eight children., the 5th, John 5th 

generation born 1717; died 1782, at Sturbridge; married 

Abigal Lee, dioo 1795, they bad six children, the 2d, 

Oliver, 6th generation, born 1763; married Lydia Howe 

Sturbridge. They had Rix children: 

8&lly, born April 801 1789; DlAJ'ried Morris .Ma.rcy. StOJ'bridge• 

and Southbridge. 

Gronuer. born-1790; died 1803. 
Oliver, born 1794; died at New York, 1884. 

Hiram A., born 1800; ma.med Martha. Dodge, Holliston. 1834. 

Edward J., 
Newell G .• born 1810: died 1839. 

This line ends in Southbridge by the late Oliver l\Iorse. 

J eremiab Morse, 5th generation, and i,:;eventh child of 

Obadiah 4th, and Bethiah Ruggles}Iorse, born 1740; died 

1804 ; elder brother of Dea. Daniel Morse, born 17 44; died 

1832; married 1st, Experience Ware, 2d wife, Ruth Dodge. 

Their children: 

Elipbalet, born 1764, Wrentham, M&88. 
Jeremiah, born 1766. 

Oliver, born 1768. 

CalviD; born 1774. 
7 
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Alp1' born June 16, 1777. resided in south east part of South--
bridge. 

Alpha Morse, 6th generation from Sn.muel, born June, 
I 777 ; maniedLucy, who died 1832, age 54. Their children: 

Mariah.. born 180'2. 

Bethial1, born 1804. 

Francis S., born 1801; married Olive Amlnidown. 

Caroline. born 1811. 

Lucy, 
Amelia. 

Obadiah, 4th generation, was son of Dea. Nathaniel 3d, 

who was son of Daniel 2d, who was son of Samuel 1st, born 

in England, 1585. 

Dea. Daniel Morse, born 17 44, 5th generation and 9th 

child of Obndinh 4th, who wns son of Deacon Nathaniel, of 

Sherburn, ad who :\Vas son of Daniel 2d, who was son of 

Samuel of Dedham, who died at Medfield, April 5, 1054; 

he married Sarah Prentice of Newton, he died 1832. Their 

children. 

Sarah,' born 1768, at Newton; died 1790. 

Uu,zglcs,• born 1770; died 1825; married Sally Cheney. 

Daniel,' 

Nancy, 

born 1772; married Ablgal Clark, 2d. wlre Polly Morse. 
born 1774; married Dr. Kingsbury, 2d husband, Calvin 

Perry. 

Mo.neon, born 1776; married Hnnnah Richmond. 

SuAaD.nah, horn 1778; married l\o!oseK Mason, had sons, Daniel, and 

Ruggles Mason. 
Clarissa, born 1778 ; married Willi&m Bradford. 

Daniel :Morse, born 1 i72, wife Abigal Clark, and 2d wife 

Polly ::\forRc ; married 1803. Their cl1ildren: 

Mahala, born 1801. 
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Celia. born 1804 ; married Sterry Colline. 

Sally. born 1805; mRrried Lather Travis Dwight, born 1810. 

Lewis, born 1812; tnarried Sally Boolh. 

Willlard, born 1815. 

Willis, born 1815. 

l\Ianson, born 17i6; married Hnnnah Richmond. Their 

children: 

Betsey, born 1801. 

LrJis, bom 1803. 

Prendce, horn 1805. 

Lorenza, born 1007. 

Hiram, born 1812. 

Ooorge, born 
' Lydia, born 1816. 

llansoo, born 1818. 

This line terminates with Dea. Daniel )forse, children 

and grand chi1dren, a \VcU known family in Southbridge. 

Pnrker l\Iorsc, who r~sidcrl on Lebanon hill, who was son 

of Asa 5t11 generation, who 1st, rn:irried Euuice Parker, 2rl 

married Parthena W ctherbe, was son of Obndiah )Io~e; 

4th generation (born in 1748), who was son of Dea. Na-­

thaniel Morse, of Sherborn, born in 1608, who was son ot 

Daniel 2d generation who was son of Samnel Morse, of 

Dedham, who died at :Medfield in 16,54, 

Parker Mor~e, ha<l by his l st wife, one chi1d, a daughter. 

Emeline, born Jan. 7, 1807 ; married ,Jedediah Bottom, his 

2d wife a l\iiss Bottom of Woodstock. 
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DEA. JASON MORSE. 
~Tnson Morse, born Feb. 2S, 170!l. ith generation, died 

Feb. 15, 1S44; married Kate Plimptc.u, he wns son of ,Jason/ 

born l\fay 12, 17 40, who died lforch 21.), 1 S06; who was son 

of .J osepl1, ~ l,orn X ov. 15, 1 i0,5, who married Experience 

l\Iorse; who died in 1780; who was son of .J m1eph, 1 born 

1\Inrc11 2.5, 16,!l, died .April 18, li54, whose wife wns Pru­

dence A<lmu~; antl ,vho wns son of .Joseph/ born July 7, 

1640, died Feb 19, l ';I';; who married :i\Iehet:ible Wood, 

2d wife 1fn1111nb Bal1cock, and :1d ,,•ife Ilnunah widow of 

.J o~eph Dyre; aud who was sou of .Joseph,·! who married 

Hannah Philips ,Jan. 7, 10:18, his 2d wife was l\liss Boyden 

married 16:10, <lierl Oct. :1, 1070; ,vestfield wl10 was son of 

Snmue) the first ancestor of all the :\Ione families in South­

bridge n.nd vicinity. 

Children of Dea .• T nson .Morse, 7th generation, who mar­

ried Kn.to Plimpton who died in 181 o, and who married 

Knte Cobum in 1811 : 

Amy, 

Eh-im. 
Jnmes, 
Lovell, 

Oscar, 
Plimpton. 

Elliot. 

born Jan. 8, 1704 i died 1806. 

born Sept. 13, 1705 i died 1809. 

born Jnn. 1, 1798; married Elvilia Marsh. 

born :.fopt. 23, 1700; married Clari.BBa Mason. 

born August 17, 1801. 

Marianne, born 180::!; married Livingston Shumway. 

Catherine. 

Mary A., born 1811; married Samuel Freeman. 

Samuel L., born 1717. 

Sarall,8 born 1818; married Livingston Shumway. 
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Jason Rev. bomMa.rch 19. 1821. 
John C. born Dec. 60 1824. 

Willard l\Iorse of South bridge, who married l\Inry }Iixter, 

daughter of ,T nson nod his wife Prudence M.ixter, was son 

of David l\Iorse, who was born at Wal pole, Feb. 16, 1764, 

who was son of Obadiah 5th generation born 1730, and 

manied l\lury Willett in 1755; be was elder brother of 

.T eremiab, Deacon Daniel, and Asa Morse, before referred 

to, nnd who was son of Obadiah 4th generation, nod son of 

N atbaniel/1 who wn.s son of Daniel,:! and who was son of 

tbe first Samuel l\Iorse, as before stated. 

' 
The foregoing genealogical sketch of the .Morse fnmilies, 

gi\'C~s the line of descent of six different families, all traced 

down to the same ancestor, Samuel Morse, who was one of 

the fqunder of Dedh:im, but lived in that part which was 

~ct off to form the town of Medfield. 

DR. JACOB COREY FAMILY. 

Dr. Corey studied medicine with Dr. Lilly, of Rutland ; 

he settled in Sturbridge, where he married Matilda. W ulker, 

and there followed his profession till his decease. Their 

children: 

Betsey, 

Matilda. 

Enoch, 

Jacob. 

H&;nnah, 

Lucinda, 

FanDy, 

born Feb. 26, 1781; marrled Dr. Justus Keyes. 

born Feb. 28, 1788: manled Elijah Morse. 

born Jan. 23, 1785. 

bornJan.18, 1788; a.graduate of Brown University 

1808 : followed the profession of medicine in his· 

native town; married Mrs. Bullock. 

born Nov. 15, 1789. 

born Dec, 24, 1701. 

born Dec. 12, 1703; married Col. Hiram Wheelock • 
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Charlotte, 

Geo?"ge Vernon, 

Francis Ed win. 

born August 27. 1796; married Dr. Carlis. 

born Oct. 8, 1800. 

born Sept. 25, · 1804 : married V ern1:1ra Leonard, 

daughter of Rev. Zenas L. Leann.rd. 

DOCTOR JOHN ELIOT EATON FAl\IILY. 

Dr. John Eliot Eaton, born Feb. 9, 1756; died Oct. I 2, 

1812. Children by bis fin.."t wife, Beriah: 
Sally, born Oct. 27, 1781: married Am.asa Nichols, founder 

of Nichols Academy, Dudley. MaBS. 
John Eliot, Jr., born Joly 7, 1783; rwm-ied Ursula Payne. 

William, born July 18. 1785. 

Betsey, born March 6, 1787. 

By his second wife Betsey Da,~is, of Killingly, Ct., he 

had: 

Betsey, uorn Jan. 7, 1790; ma.med .Morris Larned, of Dadley. 

Harriet. born Nov. 6, 1791; married Samnel P. Knight, M. D. 

Lydia Wolcott, born July 14. 1793; married Geor'-'l! Bowen, of \Vood 

stock. 

Joshua Davis, born April 8, 1798 ; died unmarried. 


