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ANCESTORS OF JERE~IIAH AUSTIN.· 

COXTIUBUTED BY J. O • .A.UST~, PROVIDE'SCE, R. I. 

_The :figures b~fore the principa.ls in the follo,ving :1.rticle, refer to the 

diagram 

. 
1. · JEREJ\iIAH AUSTIN was born 1758, at Charlestown, 

R. I. l\iiar1·ied 1783, Feb. 26, Patience Fish, daughter of 
David and Jemima (Tallman) Fish. She was born 17 58, 
April 18. 

He died 1822, Dec. 11. She died 1831, De~. 29. 
I-Ie moved from Rhode Island with his father in early 

life, and was for some years engaged in the tanning busi
ness in town of Rochester, 1'Iass. He moved from there 
to Little Compton, R. I., about 1796. 

1804, Aug. 2, he bought the estate locn.tccl nt 156 
Thames street ( on the ,v<.~st sic.le) consisting of t,vo tene
ments and a store used for a groce1'y, und cellar used for a 
bnke1·y. }le lived in one of the tenements for a. time. 
(He sold the property 1812, :Thifarch 3, for $2000). 

1808. In this year he bought a place in Ferrisbnrg, 
Vt., where his brother James was living, but did not stay 
there long, removing finally to Nan tuck et, where his son 
J 9seph was located. 

1818. He published (by Benjamin Lindsey, ~ew Bed
ford) a pamphlet entitled "Gospel- Doctrine Vindicated, 
and·freecl from the n1ist in \vhich it is involved bv -Oliver 

"' 
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Bartlett's book, which he calls '~\. Vindication of the Two 
Gospel Ordinances, Bapt~sm and the Lord's Supper.' " 

Like· his father he placed a high value on education, 
and he kept the same religious faith, remaining a Quaker 
through life. 

His children were as follo,vs : 

I. David, b. 1784, J\Iarch 21 ; d. 1818, rviay 15 ; 
m. Anna Dexter. 

II. I~aac, b. 1785, Aug. 19; d. 1864, Dec. - ; m. 
Anna Easton 1816, Nov._ 20. 

III. Joseph, b.1786, Nov.13; d.1817, Aug. 24; m. 
Rachael Hussey, 1808, Dec. 7 .. 

IV. Jemima, b, 1788, April 29; d. 1867, July 5; 
unmarried. 

V. Daniel, b. 1789, 1Iarch 20; d. --; m. Rachel. 
- Gartluer 1812, ~fay 6. 

2. JERDIIAH i\. USTIN was born 1730, l\Iarch 24, at 
We~tf-u·ly, 

6
R. I._ He n1arried 17 48,. August 8; l\fargaret 

Congdon. daughter of James and ].Iargaret (Eldred) 
Congdon. She was born 1725, Oct. 1. IIe died 1815, 
Dec. 20. She died 1812, Jan. 29. I-Ie lived in that pa1·t 
of ,·v esterly ,Yhich ,Yns set off (1738) as Charlestown. 
1759, Feb. 2G. he joined the Friends (Qun.kers) at a 
monthly meeting at South ICingstown. 1761, Jan .. 25,_ he 
,-vas representative to monthly meeting, and is shown by 
records of the meeting to have been a very useful mem
ber, beco1ning in later years an Elder. In the book .en
t~tled "o-lemorials of Deceased Friends,'' (ProYidence, 
1841) there is quite a sketch of his life. His wife's 
father, Ja1nes Congdon, died iu l 75i, and by his will he 
left .her a sla. ve described as a, Spanish Indian girl called 
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''~""lora," but, believing it unjust to keep slaves, Jeremiah 
freed her. So<?n after this he was appointed manager of 
Thon1as Hazard's fa.rm, ,vho was a18o a . Quaker, and 
preacher for that sect for forty years. His grandson, 
Isaac P. HazaI"d, alluding (see Updike's History of Na.1Ta
gansett Church) to Jeremiah Allstin's act in freeing the 
slave when himself a poor n1an, says that Thomas .. Hazard 
placed J eren1iah Austin "highe:,st on the list of dis
ti~guished philanthropists.'1 1765, Dec. 30, he requested 
a removal certificate f1~om Friends to Rochester, l\:Iass., 

· and this ,vas signed next month, and he soon removed to 
his_ new hon1e, ,vhere he lived twenty year~. 1785, he 
went to Little Compton, R. I., ,vhere he took chn.rge of 
the Seaconnet Point ~""a.rm for ,v m. Rotch of Ne,v Bed
ford, for some time. After the dea.th of his ,vife he visited 
his children at their di.ffdrent homes, his son James being 
located at lterrishurgh., Vt., at tha,t titne, and his son 
Joshua a~ Ea.~ton, N. Y. His grandson, Joshua., Jr., ca:ne 
to liv-e with hin1 at Little Oo1npton, and a.t this grandson's 
in Little Co1npton he died, expretisiug hiinself shortly be
fore <lea.th a.s grat~f ul that he o,vecl nothing and had been 
able to give n. good education to his children. He and 
his wife ,vere buried at Little. Con1pton, as also his 
dau·ghter Elizabeth, his grandson Joshua, and the la.ttcr's 
wife Diana.. Ilis children ,vere ns follows: 

I. 

II. 
III. 
IV. 

V. 

Joseph, b. 1749; d. 
· tience Grinnell. 

flann~h, b. . ; d. 

1827, Sept. 11; n1. Pa.; 

; 1n. --- Cross. 

Joshua, b.,_ ; d. ; m. --- ---. 
Jeremiah, b .. 1758; d. 1822, Dec. 11; m. ~a.

tience Fish, 1783, Feb. 26. 

l\1argaret, b. ; d. ; m. l\Io::ses Bower• 
man. 
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VI. Dorcas, b. ; d. ; m. Jonathan West-
gate. 

VII. Phebe, ·b. ; d.. ; m. Paul Bo,verman. 

VIII. Ja.mes, b. ; d. ; m. Ruth Itish. 
IX. Elizabeth, b. ; d. 1822, Feb~ 28; m. Pre-

served Fish, 1813, Jan. 27. 

3. ROBERT AusTL.~ was born about 1690 at Kingstown, 
Re I. He married Hannah---. (Query: Who were 
her parents ?) He died 17 52 ; sh~ died before that d,Lte •. 
1716, June 4, he had moved to Westerly previous to. this 
date, as the records of· that town sho\v a vote of To,vn 
Council that Robert Austin and two others '·be allowed 
three shillings a piece for conveying of a distracted ~o the 
authority of Stonington.'' This constables service must 
have been performed soon after his· removal from his birth 
place. 1721, Sept. 29, (acknowledged 1722, Aug. ~2) he 
bought of 1.Villiam and Ellau Davel three acres, n1ore or 
less, at "\Vesterly, bounded easterly by a fresh pond, '~and 
a small island ,vhich is part of said three a.cres." He paid 
.£15 for this parcel of land, and the deed call~ hin1 "Cord
wainer." 1727, his name is in a..J.tlist of all the frec1nen 
of W cstei·ly town from the first settlement thereof." 
17 45, Jan. 16, he bought of George Ninigret, HChief 
Sachem of the Narragansett County in New England, 
Indian," one hundred and thirty acres in Charlestown- for 
.£270. (This Sachem was crowned 1735 nnd died 1746, 
and was grandson to Ninigret who succeeded to the 
throne on the death of Canonic us.) 17 45, l\Iarch 12, 
Robert A nstin sol cl Joseph Dodge three acres more or 
less in Charlesto\vu, with ~11 the buildings and improve
ments thereon, for £278. He thus lived for ·twenty
three years on his three acre piece of ground, pursuing 
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h~~ occupatio~ of a shoemaker, and then purchased the 
larger tract,- when doubtless he added farming to ~is 
other vocation. 1752, April 13. adminis~rution on his 
estate was given to his son Robt:"rt, who brongh~ in an 
inventory the next month sho,ving £258 17s. Among 
the items were: Wearing clothes, £5; cash, £ 7, 12s; one 
pair of steers, one co,v, one heifer, nine goats, t\VO hogs, 
three sheep, six chair frames, one table, one chest and 
box, two spinning wheels, one w~rming pn.n, iron ware, 
shoe1nakers tools, etc., etc. 

1-fis children ,vere as follo,vs : 

. . 

I. Rqhert, h. · ; d. before 1793 ; m. --- --
II. J ereminh .. b. 1730. · l\Ich. 24; d. 1815, Dec. m. t\Iar• 

ga.r~t Congdon, 1748, Aug. 8 . 

4. JERE~1IAR AUSTIN ,vas horn ahout 1665 at Kings 
To\vn, R. I. !Ie n1n.rrietl Elizabeth ---. (Query:· 
vV110 were her parents?) IIe died 1754; she died after 
1752. 

1687, Sept. 6, he was taxed at Rochester, (alias I{ings 
Town), 1 s. under the levy of Sir Ec.lmuncl Andros, Gov
ernor of the Unit~J. C0lonie~. 'fhe hen.viest ta.x:pn.yer in 
the list of 138 per.5011~ \Vas :?\Lijnr Richa.rd Smith, £1. 19s. 
10d. 1720 . .A.t about this da.te he and hi~ sou J eretniah 
had ear marks granted fln· their sheep, and two years 
later he and Jeremiah, Jr. \Vere present at to\vn meeting 
at I{ings Town. The to\vn of South I{ingsto,vn was set 
off this year (1722), the remaining part being called 
North K~ngstown, and the records of· the original town 
remaining there. T,venty years later Exeter was set off 
from North Kingstown, o.nd thus Jeremiah Aus tin is found 
living successively in three towns, yet perhaps always on 
san1e piece of land. 1752, l\'far. 6, will; proved, 1754; 

7 



8 

.Ancestors of Jeremiah Austin. 

Ex., wife Elizabeth; witnesses, Jeffrey Chnmplin, Wm, 
S \Veet, \V n1. Davis. He calls himself "weak in body and 
well stricken ill y~ars." rro his \vife Elizabeth he gives 
all his pewter, t,vo iron kettles ancl iron pot, two feather 
beds and all 1novable P.Sta.te. He had doubtless n.lreacJy 
deeded his real estate to his children. · At the tin1e of his 
death there ,vere seven Jeremiah Austins living, viz: 
J eren1iah, J eremia.b, Jr., and J eren1iah, 3d, also three 
grandsons (sons re~pectively of Robert, Pasko and Eze
kiel), antl a. grau<l. nephe\V (son of his brother Joseph's 
son Robert}. His children 1vere as follo,vs : 

I. R.ohert, h. · ;cl. 1752; m.1!unnah • 

II. 

11r. 
IV. 
v. 

VI. 

VII. 

Pasko, b. ; cl. l77 4; m. nla.rga.ret Sunder-
land, 1 i2,3, Oct. 25. 

J e1·e1niah; b. ; cl. 1778 , m. Sarah --- . 
David, b. ; d. ·; 111. Dinah ---. 
Stephen, h. ; c.l. 17 52 ; 111. 11ary Fish, 1729, 

Apr. 25. 
Jiercy, b. ; cl. ; 111. Benuni Austin, 

17 ~9, ... /\. ug. -. 
D . I b l 1""')... .\ B I l'"",:'H) an1e , . ; c. , u, ; 1n .... '11111 · a. ,er, : ~-,. 

Apr. 9. ., 

VIII. Ezekiel, L. ; . cl. ; n1. --- ---. 

ROBERT A.UST!~ ,vas undonbtellly the founder of the 
fa1nily _in Rhode Island, bnt of hin1 little ca.n be found oi1 
the records, though his name has been perpetuat.ed. rr\vo 
of his sons, (Jeren1iah and Joseph) having na.rned sons 
for him. He must have died early, as in the tax list al
ready referred to (1687) his name does not appear, though 
his sons Jeremiah and Ed ,vard are in the list, and a few 
years later the names of two other sons, Joseph and John 
appear on the public rccor~s. 1661, Sept. 15, his n an1e 
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appears in a list of 65 persons, (residents .of Ne"'port, 
Portsmouth and IGngs 'ro\vn mostly), who ,vere to have 
lots at the new settlement of ttlisq uamicut (Westerly). 
Lots. measu1·ed 80 rods by 12, and every n1a.n was to pay 
£7 or forfeit his right. Lot No. 12 fell to Robert A.ustiu, 
but neither he nor many of the others ever settleq there. 
His home was I{ings Town, doubtless. 

His children were as follows~ 
I. Jeremiah, b.--; d. 1754; m. Elizabeth---. 
II. Ed\vard, b. ; d. ; n1. --- ---. 
III. Joseph, b. ; d. ; m. :i\'Iary ---. 
IV. John; b. - ; d.1752, Apr. 17; m.11ary ---. 

10. J-A~!ES CONGDON was born 1686, April 19, at I{ings
to,vn, I{. I. He married, first, o·Iargaret Eldred, da.ughter 
of Su.1nuel and l\Iartha (ICno,vles) Eldre<l. I-le 1nurrie<.l, 
second, -- \Vestcott. He married, third, 1739, Nov. 
15, l\fary I!oxie, ,vido,v of Joseph I-Ioxie, and daughter 
of Robert and Deborah ( -- ) Taylo1·. He died 17 57, 
Sept. 27. I-Iis first ,vi.fe die<l about 1728. I-:Iis seconcl 
wife died about 1734. llis third ,vife ·diecl after 1755. 
1706. In this year an ear-nui.rk for sheep ,vas g1·anted hi1n 
at I{ingsto\vn, nntl three · years la.ter he n.ncl Sa.n1 ucl 
Eldred, Cap~t. John l~lc.lred and .Juhn G1·0\v11ut oought 
430 n.cres of Hvac.:a11t la1H.b" onleretl :-:;ohl by legbb.Lure. 
1713, l?eb. 11, he· bought of his brother Benjn1nin, for 
£308, 1na.11sion honse n.nd sixty acres at ":\Iashantata:3k," 
on the north side of Pn.wtuxet river, ,vi thin the then 
bounds of Providence, n.nd he continued n. resident of 
Providence twenty-six years. 1731-3~-33-34, he was a 
member of the Town Council of Providence. 1739. He 
married his thil·cl ,vife this year, the ceremony being per
formed at the residence of the bride, that "being the usual 
1nee~ing pla.ce in Charlestown." Ile had probably joined 

9 



10 

Ancestors of Jere1nicil,, Austin. 

the Frieuds Society by request shortly before ·this mar. 
riage. Henceforward Cha1·lestown, R. I., became his 
home. 17 45. He ,vas · n.f oderator of town meeting this 
year, and again 1n 17 5b. 17 45-4 7 -48-49-50, Deputy to 
represent Charlestown in Legislature.. 1747, 48, To,v~ 
Council, and Ratemaker in the latter- year. 17 55, Sept. 
11, will ; proved 17 57; exect1tors, sons Benjamin and 
John; witnesses, Joseph Hoxie, l\fary Hoxie, Benjamin 

• 
Peckham, Jr. He gives wife l\Iary the negro woman named 
Sall and negro girl Phillis, and use and improvement of 
:five cows and fifty sheep,. and three beds while his widow. 
Also for support of herself and three youngest children, 
she to have use of negro man Cresar, and -Spanish Indian 
girl Satira, during her widowhood. . His wife was given 
her choice of a riding horse, saddle, etc. To son James 
one hundred acres in South Kingstown and a, dwelling 
house in Charlestown, where he was living, with twenty 
acres of land, and a mulatto woman named Cuff. To son 
Samuel n. bond for £ 150, belc.l aga.in!:)t him, with accrued 
interest. To son Benja.n1in all lane.ls anc.l houses iu Crans
ton in place cuHed "Shantncott." To son William ~and 
in South Kingstown, and south half of a dwelling house 
in the to,vn ,vl1ich son Joseph lives in. To son John, 
forty acres in Charlestown and land in South Kingsto,vn. 
1•0 son Joseph north half of house \Vherc he livetl, and 
30 acres. Sun lto uert ( un<.lcr 21) luud in Charle~ to,vn 
under certain conditions. He gives other lands to sons, 
and gives £50 to his son Eplu·aim, and to his daughter· 
11artha he gives Spanish Indian girl Hannah for life and 
then to her children, also t,vo beds, riding beast, saddle_ 
and bridle and £100, and two co,v.s. To daughter Mar
garet Spanish Indian girl Flora for life ancl then to her 
children, two beds and household goods in house where 
she lives, and t,vo co,vs. To daughter Dorcas Spanish 
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Indian girl Grace for life, and then to children, house
hold goods, horse, &c., and 2 cows. To daughter Susan
nah, a negro girl Lettice, 1 bed and .£100, &c. To daugh
ter Phebe .£500 when 18. To daughter Eli~abeth, Span
ish Indian woman Dinah, and .£100, &c. To daughter 
Penelope .£50. His daughters Elizabeth, l\Iartha and Su
sannah were to have use of a,. room in house given Joseph 
and Willam while said daughters remained single, with 
privilege of dressing victuals in the kitchen, and keep of 
2 cows. All rest of esta.te to sons Be11jan1in and John 
equally. His children were as follows: 

1ST WIFE. 

I. James, b.--; d.--; m. (1st) Silence Hol-
way, 1732, May 2; (2d) Elizabeth Pike,. 
1745, Jan. 30. 

II. Penelope, b. ; d. ; m. Nicholas Sheldon. 
III. Benj~n, born 1711; d. 1799 ; m. Barbarn. 

Williams. 
IV. Samuel, b. ; d. ; m. 1Iary Eldred, 1732, 

Feb. 15. 
V. William, b. ; de ; m. Rebecca Taylor. 
VI. John,· b. ; d. ; m. (1st) Sarah--; 

. (2d) Sarah Hoxie, 17 45, Oct. 6. . 
VII. Eliza. b. ; d. ; .m. Su.1nucl Burlingame, 

17 42, J u1:e 13. 
VIII. 11artha, b. ; d. ; m. Jonathan 

Hoag, 1768, Apr .. 25. 
IX. Margaret, b. 1725, .Oct. 1; d. 1812, Jan. 29; 

m. Jeremiah Austin, 17 48, Aug. 8. 

2D WIFE. 
X. Ephraim, b. ; d. ; m. . Sheldon. 
XI. Dorcas, b.1729, Dec.14; d. ; m. Gideon Hoxie. 
XII. Joseph, b. 1738, April 20; d •. 1805,. June 16; 

· 111. Susn11nah C1~oss about 1751. 

11 
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3n \VIFE. 

XIII. Robert, b. ; d. !805; m. Abigail Brownell. 
XIV. Susannah, b. ; d. ; m. Timothy Peckham, 

17 59, l\1n.rch 11. 
XV. Phebe, b. ; d. young; u111nurried. 

. 
11. BENJAMIN CONGDON was born about 1650 in Eng-

land, and early came to R. I. He married Elizabeth A~
bro, daughter of J <;>hn · and Dorothy ( ) Albro. He 
died 1718, June 19. She died 1720, Nov. 15. 

1671, Sept. 20, Portsmouth, R. I., !Je received a deed 
from Wm. Brenton, &c., of 230 -acres in Narragansett, 
near Pettacon1scott, but lived some years at Portsmouth 
before moving to the other si<le of the hay, where ulti-
mately he ma.de l1is home. • . 

1G79, his shop at Newport ~as ordered 111oved to a.nother 
lot, or else it would be pulled down ; the san1e year he 
received a. grant of 200 acres at Narragansett. 

1683, Oct. 20, l{:ings To\vn had DO\V hecon1e his ho1ne, 
as "is seen by deed of this t.h;te, "'herein H Benjan1iI~ Cong-
don, late of Portsmouth, planter," sells John Sheldon 2~0 
acres in Narragansett for £7.. Hencefor,vord he lived at 
1(iug!:i 'ro,vn. 

1 G87, ~ep{,. G, hixcd at T(iug~ 'I\Hvn uuder Sir Ell .. 
111uu<l .Anclros. E~tatu ~s, ½t1, I>oll ls. 

1714, June !5, his ,vife Elizabeth signetl _rcl!~i1,t-,vith 
him for legacy fron1 her father, John Albro's estate (viz. 
50s, 1 bolster case, 2 pewter platters, 1 pni1· sheets). 

1718. \Vill proved in this year. Ex.; wife Elizabeth. 
\Vitnesscs-'Thcophilus ,vhaley, Davicl N 01-thup-, Christo
pher Few ler. To ~ons William, John, .Benjamin and 
Ja.mes,_he gave 5s. each, they having bad their portion b_e
fore. To daughters Elizabeth \Vells apd Susannah Nor
th~1p, and granddaughter Elizabeth Wells he gives cows;. 
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to . be theirs at decease of wife. To his wife he gives 
household goods, &c. Inventory, .£38. Items included 
cows, sheep, 4 silver spoons, wine glasses, earthen, pe,v
ter and iron,vare, warming-pan, napkins, to,vels, wearing 
apparel, &c. The old Congdon b~rying-gronnd at Cung~ 
don Hill, near \Vickford, contains the grave of this an
cestor of the race in America, and the graves of his wife 
~nd ·many desceudants. There is a tradition with some
of Beujamiu Congdon 's descendants, that he came to this 
conn try with a brother John ,vho settled in Ne\v Jersey; 
and that their father"s na1ne was John·, and that he mar-, 
1·ied a daughter of the Earl of Pernbroke. I~1 support of 
this, it is cln.iined that Benjamin's birthplace was in Pem
brokeshire, ,Vales, near St. David's. There ~een1s, ho,v
ever, nothing clear 11or thdiuite in this trfl.dition; a.nd the 
coat of arms claimed for the fn.mily bears the follo\ving in
scription: '-'The ancient family of Cougclon of Willerl>y 
in Yorksbi.1e, descended out of "\Vales, no,v of H.hocle Is
land, Anno Don1ini 1811," tl1ns iinplying a departure rn,111 
,vales into York~hire of a branch of the fan1ily. I-Iis ehli
dren ,vere .as follows: 

I. vVilliam, b. ; d. 1761; 111. 1st, ~Iary---; 
.. 2d, l\Iargnret ---. 
(~hihlren by 1st \Vifc : 
·1. J O~H.!ph, l.,. • 
2. \·Villin111, u. 1U~l8, J au. :!5. 
3. Elizabeth .. l> • 
4. A biguil, b. 

II. Benjamin, b. ; d. ; m. F.rances Stafford 1701, 
Dec. 1, of Joseph an<l Sarah (£-!olden) Staf
ford. 

Children: 
1. Benja.min, b .. 
2. "\Vill ia.in, b. 

lJ 
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8. Stukeley, _b. 
4. James, b. 

_III. John, -b. ; d 
Children: 
1. Jeremiah. 
2. l!ary . 
.2. John. 
-4. James. 

; m. Nlary---. 

IV. .J'ames, b. 1186, April 19; d. 1757, Sept. 27; m. 
(1st) Margaret Eldred; (2d) , West
cott; (8d) l\:!ary Hoxie (widow), 1739, N~v • 

. 15. 

V. Elizabeth, b. ; d. 
John and ~fary ( 

VI; Susannah, b. ; d. 
of Stephen Northup. 

; m. John Wells, of 
) Wells. 
; m. David Northup 

JoBN ALBRO was born in England, 1617. He married 
Dorothy Potter, widow of Nathaniel Potter, Portsmouth, 
R. I. She ,vn.s born 1617. He clied 1712, Dec. 14. She
died 1696, Feb. 19. 1634. He came in ship "Francis" 
to l\fassachu~etts in ca1·e of '\Villi1u11 Freeborne, (,vho 
four yea~-s later ,vas among those ,vho first settled Ports-
111outh, R. I.) 1639. John .A.lbro's 11a1ne first appears on 
records a£ Portsmouth, he being granted a lot if he '\vould 
build within one year. 1644, Corporal; 1660-61~64-66-68-
70-72, Lieutenant; 1675-77-80, Captain; 1680, &c., ~Iajor, 
1649. He was chosen to view cattle, and also clerk of 
weights and measures. He was often Iriembe~ of Town 
Council, and ~erved freq1iently as moderator of town 
meetings during his.long life, officiating even in old age. 
Ile was soon called to larger cluties, but see1ned always 
to keep up hi8 interest in Io·cu.1 nffu,it·s of his to\vn. 1660-
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61. Commissioner from Portsmouth in these years, and 
in the latter years was a committee to _ receive contribu
tions for a.gents in England. 1666. He was appointed 
with two others to take ~rea of highways and driftways. 
1670. _He ancl three others loaned £7 in· aggregate to 
the colony on account of Portsmouth. · 1671-72-77-78-79-
80-81-82-83-84-85-86, assistant. 1676, April 4. He and 
three others hrid care and .. disposal of 1 barrel of powder 
for supply of Portsmouth, n.ud it• was ordered that the 
two great guns now in ya.rd of late deceased VI 111. Bren• 
ton be pressed for country's service, and carried to Ports• 
mouth and one placed on I~erry Ne_ck, and one near John 
Borden's. 1676. Appointed com1nissioner with others 
to order watch ancl ,vard of the Island. In the same year 
it ,vas voted: "thn.t in these troublons titnes and st1·aits 
in this colony the Asse1nbly de8iring _to have the advice 
and concurreu~e of the n1o~t judicious _inhabita.nts, if it 
·may be had for the good of the \Vhole, do desire a.t their 
next setting, the coLnpany and- counsel,' of certain lead-
ing inhaLitn.nts (sixteen in all), including John Albro. 
1677. On important conuni~tee this ·yen.r concerning the 
collection of rnoney for the agent in England, a.ncl also 
a.bout intrusions of 6u11necticut. 1U7U. ()n u. conttuittuo 
to dra ,v np lettet· to Iii~ lYia.jesty, tho_ I{iug, gi vi 11g true 
account of territory of n-lt. I·Iope, a.ncl of late ,var \Vit~1 

l1u.lia11~. Sa1ue ycal' he auLL another ,vcre appointed. to 
run ,vesterly line of colony. . 1683. I-Ie with others pro
hibitetl Gov. Cranfield of N. I-I. fro1n exerci:;ing· an thority 
in Narragansett. 
. 1685, Jan. 14. i\'lajor John 1\lbro, a~si~tnnt, n.ntl coro• 
ner sun1moue<l. a ju1:y in case of an Indiau found dead 
npon Clay Pit lands. V urdict : ""t hut the su.id Indian 
being 1nuch disten1Lered ,vith drink \Yas be wildcrcd antl 
by the extremity of the cold lost his life ·tho said 12t.h dny 
of thi~ instant iu the u1ght." · It fell to hiln in his office 

15 



16 

Ancestors of Jeremiah· Austin. 

as assistant to perform many n1arriages. 1686, . Dec. 
30. The first meetil~g of Sir E<lm uncl Andros' Council 
was held at Boston, and eight <lays before the notice to 

' 
the members ( ,vho were comn1issioned by I{ing Jn.mes II 
to represent. R. I.) was sent them. There \\'ere present 
Sir Edin und .A.ndros and eighteen of· hi:, council, incl ud
ing five R. I. mem hers, viz : ·J obn Coggeshall, .Richard 
Arnold, vVa.lter Clarke, "\Valter Ne\vbury and John 
Albro. The me111bers \Vere sworn not only to alleigance, 
but for due administration of justice. The enforced ab
dication of 1\. utlros ( upon the accession of "\Villiam and 
],lary) occurred three years later. 1697. Though now 
80 years of age he journeyed to Boston on business of the 
colonv, and \Vas allo\\red 20s for the service. 1710, Dec • ., 

28, \V~ll-proved 1713. Execntors, son-in-la\v John An 
thony and Susannah, wife of Johu Anthony; overseers, 
'\Villiam Sanford and Giles Slocuri1. 

To son John .l\lbro he give~ lands south-easterly of a 
line, ''beginning u.t a ,vhite tl~orn bush", ~c.; to grand
.sons John n.ntl Albro Anthony, lands uorth-\vest of sn.id 
line, 30 acres in extent, ·with housing, orchards, &c., they 
paying legncies. To graudclaughter Sarah Anthony, .£8(}. 
If daughter Susn.nuah outlived her. hn~haut.1 sho ,_,ras to 
hn.ve equal privileges ,vith hc1· sons in -house aqd. hu1ds, 
antl not f o he turned out of snrne. GratHlson John An
thony to have ,t bed fL11<.l chest, 1i ve sheep aull gre~it bible, 
and gran<lson .. A.lbro .. .\.uthony, uec.l, chest, &c. To grand
daughter Sarah .A.nthony, looking gla!-5s, chest, tnro pe\v
ter platters and five sheep. 'To son John Albro o·ne cow 
au<l t,,.,-o napkins, and to children of John -!Os, equally. 
To children of so11 San1uel 50s equally. (Silver to be 
reckone<l in both ca~;es a.t 17 p,vt.) · '..ro daughter i\Iary 
I-licks one CO\V and t,vo napkins. 'f o <laughter Eliza.l,eth 
Cong-don 50s in tiilvcr rnoney, one bol::;ter. case, one pair 
sheets, t\VO pewter platt.~rs. 'l"o daughtc1· Su::m.n1Hth 1\.11• 
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thony, five cows, one heifer one feather bed, upon which 
she lieth, and . warming pan,· s·teelyards, spice 1nortar, 
brass kettle, lantern, &c. To granddaughter Dorothy 
Bentley, of son Samuel 16s. All rights in 1-Iisqun.micut 
purc4ase (Westerley) he gave equally to two sons. .A.11 
rest of moveable es;ate to daughter S usannali. The 
frie.nds records state that he ",vas buried in his O\vn or
chard." From him descends all of the name in the 
country, (unless of recent emigration). John Albro's son 
John has quite numerous descendants at Ports1nouth, 
(where he died) and. I{ings Town, &c. San1uel Albro, 
the other son went to Kings Town as early as 1671. _He 
was treasurer of Kings Town 1683, overseer of poor 1687, 
and taxed in that year under Gov. Andros, 9s. 7 1-2d. 
He was selectman also, and in 1718 was warden of Epis
copal church at Narragansett, his son John being. vestry
man. He was buried 1739, April 17, in his 95th year, as 
the records of the Narragansett church tell us. His des
cendants are quite 1111111erous in B,hode Island and else• 
where •. 

John Albro (first ancestor of the race in America)> had 
children as follo,vs : 

I. Sa1uuel, 1,.164:!; tl. 1739, .A. pril -; u1. Is abcl!a -. 

Children: 
1. Samuel, b. 
2. Jchn, b. 
3. Dorothv . ., 

II-. Elizabeth, b. ; d.1720, Nov. 15: 1u. Benja111in 
Cougdon. 

Children: 
1. \Villian1, b. 
" B . . b -· enJam111, . 
3. John, b. 
4. Ja1nes, b. 1G8G, Apl'il 19. 

17 
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5. Elizabeth, b. 
6. Susannah, b • 

• 
III. 7'1ary, . b. ; d. ; m. Thomas Hicks, of 

Samuel and Lydia (Doan.e) Hicks •. 
Children: 
1. Thomas, b •. 
2. Samuel, b. 
3. Ephraim, b. 
4. SusannaJi, b. 
5. Abigail, b. 
6. Elizabeth, b. 

IV. John, b. ; · d~ 17 24, Dec •. 4 ; m. l\,,!ary S-tokes, 
1693, April 27. -

Children: 
1. John, b, 1694, l\,larch 23. 
2. Sa111uel, b. 1701, June 13. 
3. Sarah, b. · 
4. i\lury, b. 

V. Susannah, b. ; cl.- ; 111. John Anthony, 

' . 
Jr., 1694, January 3. 

Children: 
1._ Albro,* b. 1694, September 25. 
2. Sarah, b. 1UD7, August 1. 
j_ John, b. 1600, February 16. 

(i \ . . 

14. SA:\I'L·'ELDRED ,va.s born 1644,0ct. 26,a.t Cambridge, 
}Inss. He married l\Iartha IC1iowles, daughter _of Henry 
I(nowles, of "\V ar,vick, R. I. 1-Ie died about 1720. She 
died 1728. II is father n1oved first to Stonington, Ct., and 

*Gilbert Stuart:; (John .A.lbrol, Susannah2, Albro Anthonys, ·Eliza• 
beth-1). 'l'hc cclclJratc<l portrait painter had his descent as indicateu, 
his father, Gilbert. Sr., (a. Scotchman) having come to ·this country & 

young run.n, antl married Elizabeth Anthony, daughter of Albro An• 
tl1011y. 
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later to Wickford, R. r.,- and Samuel, Jr., was for most of 
his life therefore, a resident of I{ings Town. ·1670, April 
16, he was on· a jury summoned by his father in a murder 
case. 1687, Sept. 6,. he wa.s taxed at Kingstown 3s. ½d. 
under Gov. Andros' levy. 1709, he and his brother John, 
with James Cq_ngdon and John Grownut, bought 430 acres 
of the "vaca~, lands" ordered sold by legislature. 1717, 
Oct., ~e deed~d above tract of land to daughte~·s Penelope. 
and l\Iary, giving each one-half of sa1ne, and calling them 
wives respectively of Ephraim Gardner and Robert Bro,v
~ell. 1721, Aug. 3, l\t!artha Eldred, relict of Samuel, 
lately deceased, quitclaimed all her interest in above lauds 
to sons-in-law of Robert Brownell and Eph. Gardiner. 
1727, J au. 24, Will; p1·oved 1728, Oct. 14. l\farthn, El
d.red, widow of Samuel, of North Kingstown. E.x:rs., 
sons-in-law Ephraim Gardner and James Congdon. To 
well beloved daugh'fters Penelope Gardiner and l\In.rgaret 
C(?ngdon, J!37 in Bills of Public Credit of New England, 
with interest thereon at 8 per cent, this sum to be divided 
_equally, To daughter ~Iary Bro,vniug, all apparel ,vhat• 
soever. To much esteemed and beloved sons-in-hnv, 
Ephraim Gar.diner and Ja1n~s Congdon, n. trn.ct of land of 
about 9 acres, tha, t ,vas formerly part· of son-in-la \V Rob
ert Ilro,vning's ln.nd. 'Thi8 lnntl to Lo <.livhlcu equally l>e
t,vccu Jan1c::1 Congilou antl l•~phrai111 C{anlnc1~, and Lhey· 
also to ]1ave £12 to div~(lc equally. (RoLert Brow·ui11g 
as given in ,yill should Le H.ouert Bro,vnell, as plainly 
give~ in deeds.) 

I-Iis chifdren wc,re as follows: 

I.. Penelope, b. ; d ; m. Ephraim Gardiner, 
1713, April 28 . 

. 
II. l\fargaret, b. ; d. 1728 about; m. Ja1nes 

Congdon. 

III. l\rfary, b _; <l. ; · 111. Robert llro,vncI1. 

lg 
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S~IUEL ELDRED, Sr4, was born in Engla1~d: He mar-
ried Elizabeth __ _. He died after 1687. 1646. In 

< 

this year he was liv_ing at Cambridge, l\f ass. 1659, Oct. 
18, ordered tbat Sergeant Eldred should pay Edward 
Lane of Boston for two years' rent of farm and stock at 
Rumney ~Iarsh (Chelsea). 1668, l\iiay 4. I-Ie was a~ 
"\Vickfo1~d at this date, having probably lately ar1·ived froni 
Stonington, Ct., where he had lived for,~ tizne, and whose 
interests he represented as constable later. In a lei:ter of 
this date, signecl by him and 18 others of '\Vickford, to 
the General Court at Hartford, they desire the protection 
of C9nnecticut. as pron1ised four yea.rs before, fa~ if not, 
''that so vte may look for government and p1·otection else
where, being not able to live either in our civil and eccle
siastical matters without government, which both tlte~ 
honor of God and the good of the country no,v calls upon 
us to seek after.' 7 1670, June 22, he took constable's oath 
at "\Vjckforcl under appointment of Connecticut, which 
clahnecl jurisdiction over all the count,·y ,vest of N arra-
ga.nsett Day, a clai1n disputed by Rhoe.le Islauc.1, a.ucl a con--. 
test ,, hich was :finally, a.fter years of strife, decided in fa~ 
vor of Rliocle r~land. I:Ie was imprisoned this year by 
Rbqdc Island authorities for n.ssun1ing to cn.11 n. jnry on be
half of Connecticut in case of the 111urder of \Valter IIowes 
nt "\Vic.;kfunl, by 'fho1nas Flounders. 1G70, July 13. Un• 
uer thi~ <late he \Vrites froni. \\!ickford to 1'hos. Stanton, 
,vho 1i ved at Stonington: '-Sir, this is to intorm you how 
the case stand::; ,vitL. the to,vn of \,Vick.ford in respect of 
Rhode Islant1. 1"his very day there came down n:lr. Sam• 
uel \Vilson and a1r. George Bull, and 'rhomas l\Iumford 
with his black staff, and -- upou this sacl ac.cident; aD:d 
,voultl lin.ve pa.ncllcd the jury, ,vhercupon I told thc111 
that they had nothing to do here to. panel a jury; but.if 
they \Voulcl look upon t"11e ·corvsc they might, which sev
eral uf the111 diJ. 'l'hen they conuna.n<le<l. in his n1ajesty's 
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name· some to serve, and commanded myself to serve as a 
juryman upon the inquest, and qommanded John Cole and 
several others who did refuse. I also warned them • to 
serve in a jury for us, as ,ve were under Connecticut, 
but they woulJ. not, but _commanded us not to bury ~he 
man till a jury had passe~ on it by virtue of theh· power. 
So there was mighty commanding in his nlajestyys name 
on both sides, and mighty threatening of carry to jail, in
somuch · that neither party could get twelve on a side. 
But at last they co1nmanded a.11 that ,vere on their side to 
come out and they would panel a jury if there were · but 
six:. Upon that account the doors we,re shut ,vhere 1:he 
corpse was, so they called the peo.ple to bear \Vitness that 
they were obstructed in their po\ver, a.nd commanded us 
in his ~Iajesty's name not to bury the man, a.Iicl told us 
that they \.Vouid return _our ans\ver to their 1nasters. \Ve 
told them we \Vould return their actions ancl ,vorcls to our 
magistrates. So they con111u:.ndec.l a.11 thei1· party to go 
with them. And so we · proceeded and burie<l the n1an, 
and have sea.relied for the n1ur<lcrer, but cannot find hin1, 
and therefore ,vould entreat you to send out after hi1n, 
and sP,nd sorne .this way, for we have never an officer .here 
to grunt 111c one.· Sir, I ,vt.niltl cu tt·l!at, be strong a.utl 
sontl n\vn.y ,vor<l to Connt?cLicul by tho fi1•::;t--, fur ,vc 
n.Te in o'l"cn ter t.rou l,lc tha.n over ,vc were, aiH.l l ikt~ Lo Le 

~ 

in ,vorse, therefore IJlind your pro1nises autl stand by us. 
3 ohn Cole stt)Otl to it a1Hl a~sistc(l a.s 111uch as cuultl be, 
not having taken the oath. Qaplain I-Iud~on has not been 
here since. Sir, the people ,vill fa.in be doing, and beg to 
find that if it he not mende<l ~luldenly, it ,vill be bad ti111es 
here. Not 1nore a.t present, but rernain yours to ~crve, 

S.:\~IUILL ELDRIDGE." 
. . . 

. 1670, July 21. A letter fru1n Hartford fi-om the Con-
necticut authorities to Rhodo Island, co1nplai11s of the 
seizure _of. lvir. Samuel· Elc.lred and Johi1 Cole, the forn1er 
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of_ whom was carried _from Wickford to the island·· of 
Rhode Island. 167 4, Oct. 8, the General Court setting 
at Hartford "grants Samuel Eldred the sum of twenty 
robles for his good· service in doing and suffering for this 
colony." 1676, lv!arch 7, the Council at Hartford granted 
permission as follows: "John Sweet .and Samuel El4red 
have liberty to transport 10 bushels of Indian corn apiece 
for their distres~ed families." (At this time all of Sam
uel Eldred's family appear to have been in R. I., but after 
1687 his son Daniel returned to Stonington for a time~ 
and though Daniel died at Kings Town, yet his sons Dan
iel, Jr., and James bqth lived at Stonington and there diedt· 
leaving families. J 1687, Sept. 6, Samuel · Eldred was 
taxed at I{ings Town under Sir Edmund Andros' levy, 
2s. 4icl. .His sons were taxed as follows: Samuel, Jr.,. 
3s. td ;. Thomas, 9s. id;· Daniel, l:;;. 8d.; John, 2s. 5½d. 
Another son, Ja,rues, ,vho was alive 1671, had perhaps died~ 1 

Samuel Eldred's son, Capt. John Eldred, ,vas a prominent 
n1a11 in tho colony. I-Io _,vus licopscd at I{1ngs To\vn, 1G88. 
Ensign in 169~; Town Treasurer in 16&7; .A.ssista.nt, 
1699, · 1700-1-3--4-5-G-7-9-.10-11-12-13-15-lG. He \Vas cap
tain 1703, and subsequently always so called. He was 
~foderat~r of Town 11eeting 1703, an~ member of com
mittee to n.udit colony's debt. I-Ie was member of 'l'o,vn 
Council 1707 a11c.l 1708, and in la~ter yen.rs his hot18C ,va~ 
1nccti11g placu of Co1111nissioncrs on Narragansett Va.cant 
Lands. He ,vas on committee same year to confer ,vith 
Ninigret, Indian Sn.chem, about setting off lands to _hiin in 
Narragansett. .f-Ie was Deputy 1708-9-19. In 1716 Ga
briel Ilernon signed n.n acknowledgement n.nd asked for
givene!:;s of Ca.pt. John Eldred antl s~veral of the .A.ssem
bly for causeless slanders uttered agninst John Eldretl. 
Hi~ inventory sho,Yed £177.Ss. Admx., wiclo\v :?\Iargn.
ret. San1uel Eldred,.)'ts children were as follo,vs: 

I. Eliza.beth,: h. lu-12, Oct. 2G. 
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II. Samuel, b. 1644, Oct. 26; d. 1720 (about); m. 
l\fartha Knowles. 

Children:· 
1. Penelope, b. 

· 2. l\i!argaret, b. 
3. 1viary, b. 

III. Mary, b. 1646, ~ une 15 ; d. 

!V. Thomas, b. 1648, Sept. 8; d. 1726; m. Susan-
nah Cole, of John -and Susannah (Hutchin
son) Cole. 

Children: 
1. John, b. 
2. Thomas, b. 
3. Daughter, b. 
4. ·El i~ha, b. 
5 •. Bi-id get, h. 
6. Elizabeth, b. 
7. Daughter, u. 
8. Daughter, b. 
9. Williarn, b. 

10. Daughter, b. 

V. James, b. · d /-iY,~ -' . -,.,, 
VI. Daniel, b. ; d. 1726, .Aug. 13; m. o-In.ry -

· Children : 

I. Daniel, b. 
') J . l ... ames, o. 
3. Thomas, b. 
4. Abigail, b. 
5. Mary, b. · 
6. · Freelove, b. 
7. Hannah, b. 
8. Sarah, b. 
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VII. John .. b. ; cl. 1724; n1. ~fargaret I-Iolden,. 
of Randall· and Frances (Dt1ngan) Holden. 

Children: 
1. James, b. 

· 2. Thon1as, b. 
3. Samuel, b. 
4. l~obert, b. 
5. Anthonv, h . .. 
6. \Villh"un, b. 
7. 1Iargaret, b. 
8. Abiqail, b. 
9. Barba1·a, b. 

--
HESRY KNOWLES ,vas born in England. · He married. 

---. He died 1670, Jan. -. She died after 1670. 
1644, l\fay 27. Portsmouth, R. I. He was ordered to 
cut his lot shorte1· at discretion of· Lientant Sanford and 
Goodn1an Borden, and Goocltnan .l\·!ott. 1654, Jan. 21. 
He sold to Thomas La\vton for valuable con:;iclerations 
'"~111y no,;,v dwelling" in I>qrts1nouth, ,vith 9 acres, fruit 
trees, privileges. &c. 1655. "\Var\vick, R. I., in list of 
Freen1a11 (38 in all). 1657, Jan. 4. Action . of trespass 
brought against hi1n by Randall Holden.. 1660. He had 
a six acre lot In.id out to 11 in1 adjoining his in ,var,vick. 
1663, Feb. 20. Chosen on Grand Jury. 1GG4. l\Ia.rch 23. 
IIe ai1d three others authorized by town to keep ordina
ries for cntertainznent of strangers during tin1e the 1,iug's 
commissioner kept court in \V ar,vick. · 1G66, l\.Iarch 3. 
He was on a jury ,vhich found the follo\ving vei-dict : 
"\Ve who are engaged to see this dead Indian do find by 
diligent search tha.t he was beaten, ,vhich ,vas the cause_ 
of his death." 1670, Jan. 2, "\Vill; proved 1670, Jan. 
20. Executor, S£?n William. To wife, ( \vithout mention
ing her !la.me) he gives northeast ha.If of bouse in W a.r• 
wick, well fitted for her use, and his son John is to con-
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veniently fit sa.itl house for hi:1 mother •. The meadow in 
front of house she· is also to have, and J oho is to 1no,v and 
make the grass annually, and put it in convenient place 
for foddering. He gives some other land to wife for life. 
To daughter niary, £15, and to daughter 1-'Iartha,.£20; both 
legacies to be pa.id by son John at certain intervals. To son 
John one half the house and all the. rest of lands and mead
O\VS at \Varwick and Pooto1nacut, and at decease of mother. 
John is to have her part of the house, n1eado,vs, &c. To 
son Henry house and half the lands "of my now dwell
ing" and to son William the _other half, and rest of lands 
equally to brothers "\Villiam and fienry '"as Robert Haz
ard and John Albro shall divitle it for theii· convenience.'' 
(Probably this house and land . were located at Ports
mouth.) 1'he stock he divided as follo,vs: To ,vife, two 
cows aud a hog, and to son !Ienry a cow and calf, and the 
rest of cattle, hogs, and a mare to remain to the farm, but 
eventually to be divided equally liet1tveeu \Villiam and 
I-Ienry, a sum of 40s. per aunu~n being paid wife for life. 
The householcl gooc.ls to be divided as the wife ~hall . see 
cause, the best bed at ,v ar\vick to he for ,vife, and the 
other bed for John "and those ,vhich are here", the best 
·to Henry autl the other to Martha. He charges "\Villin.n1 
to b" ca.ref ul over 1-Ienry till ho be of age, aud to the 111 

ghT~ hi1n full and quiet possession of the house ancl 
half the huic.l, with liberty to \Villin.1n · ho\vcver of 
the house a.ud half the appurtena.nces till t\vo yea.rs after 
H_enry co1ne of age, and \Villin.1n to have one ha.If tho 
nursery to plant if he see fit. It ,vas testified by ,vitness
es that- they heard de?easeq. say after signing ,vill, that if 
his son John did not take what he gave him, he ,vas to 
have his brother Williallil's right, an<l. \Vi~hum to have 
John's right,_ except the executorship, and whoever should 
enjoy the vVarwick estate was to provide sufficient \Voo<l 
for their mother during her life. 'l'he 40s. was to he 
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paid by s.on William to his mother till Henry was of age, 
and then he was to pay 20s. of it. Henry I{nowles left 
one son who had is~ue; (both John and Henry, Jr., as 
their wills show leaving no children). 

Henry Kno\vles, ~ had children as follo,vs: 
I. John, b. --; d.1716, Sept. 16. 
II. '\Villiam, b. ; d. 1727 ; m. Alice Fish, -0£ 

Thomas and !fary Fish. 
Children: 
1. Henry, b. . 
2. William, b. 
3. Daniel, b. 
4. Robert, b. 
5. John, b. 
6. Alice, b. 
7. Rose, b. 
8. ~fartha, b. 
9. 1Iary, b. 

10. 1-~rgaret, b . 
. III. Henrr~i1l. ; d. 1726. 
IV. 1\fary, b. ; d. 1719, Dec. 28; m. l\,Ioses Lip-

pitt,.1688, Nov. 19, of John Lippitt. 
Children: 
1. 1\✓Iary, b. 
2. I\Iartha, b. 
3. Rebecca, b. 
4. 1Ioses, b. 

V. 1fartha, b. ; d. 1728; m. Samuel Eldred, of 
Samuel and Elizabeth Eldred. 

Children: 
1. Penelope, b. 
2. 1Iargaret, b. 
3. l!ary, b. 


