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'J'IIIS li~lc ~•~ iii ~ri~tc:n in.~c:murp,f m}·•_fath~-r. 
JOHX .a\LEXr\~ DF ... R. sax hundred copies "·di 

be -published and distributed amongst his nearest rela
tives and friends. It is the de-ire of the: author. in thi.~ 

- •-a1·. to be helpful to some one: a.~ the chief ,·alue of 
biograph)· is to make the reader stronger. \\·iscr. bc:ttcr 
and happier. It \\"3.'i m}· plan at first to \\·rite onl)· the 
biograph)· of m}· father. but becoming more interested 
in the \\"ork it \\cl.~ decided to extend it to his entire re
Jation:ihip. concluding \\"ith sketches of bis o\\·n life 
and chardcter. So. \\ith this undertaking before me: 
and in m>9 mind anc.l heart. I began the ~arch for the 

forefathers of m3.- father and mother. Going back 
nearly a centu11· and a half \\·e begin \\·ith the first 

· planting of these ancestors in a-\merican soil. It ha-; 

been a task n1ingled "·ith n1uch pleasur~ to explo~e the 
country o,·er in search of their entire relationship for 
four generations back; but the greatest interest bas · 
been experienced in \\·riting the second part of the 
book. which is dc,·oted particularly to the life of a 
fatlu:r. ..-\ctuated, then. chiefly by t\,·o n1uti\·cs t:n1bod
ied herein: hclie\"ing that more happiness and useful
ncs:ii con1e out nf life by culti\·ating a hroadcr acquaint
ance and a closer relationship \\"ith each other- espc-
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cially those allied by blood and by n1arriagc-as de
signed by God himself. thi$ little book \\"a'i \\·rittcn. 
But a little \\·hilc ago I ,·i~!tccf the gra\·c:s of four great 
grandparents. four grandparents. a fathc?r and a broth
er. a.-; ,,·ell a'i the silent ton1bs and last resting places of 
manv other relati,·es. some ot \\·hom ,,·ere la!d a\,·a,· - -manr years ago. During this recent trip it ,\-a."t likc-
"·ise m}· pleasure to ,·isit many of tbe old hon1t.~tcads 
of ancc~tors. If anyone doubt~ the interest. the gcn
erosit,· and the \\·elcome extended· to one on such an -
occa'iion lc:t him step a'iiclc from the busy. c,·cry-dar 
ca~cs. and. i~ this day of rapid transit. ~)jo~rn for a 
fc,\· hours \\·ith the people \\·hose grandfathers and 
n1others and great grandparents arc also his o\\·n. It 
i~ a n1ecting of strange faces that needs no intrt,duc
tion; it i.~ a \·isit fill~d \,·ith the deepest interest and joy. 
It is thcrcf ore bopcd that this record 111ay direct th<rsc 
\\·ho read it in finding and learning son1'-"thing of each 
otbcr. and in c:njoyin~ a n1orc: unh·e~"'ll brotherhood. 
as the chief end of n1an in the ,,·orld. 

llorc.."<>\"cr. it is the c.l~sirc of the author that fron1 

the st.-cond pea.rt of this littie ,·olun1c the readers 111ar 
be inspired to higher ain1s and nohler lh·cs. It is the 
ston· of the one short life. brietl,· rccordt:tl. full of ex-. -
an1ples of s~lf-sacrificc and persc,·crancc. full of beau-
tiful lessons of faithful. carnc~t Christian character-a 
character \\·hich for purity and truthfulncs~ stands un
ilnpeachcd. 1, c bclic\·cd .. the chief end of n1an in this 
\\·orlc.l is to do good to others. honor God and du 11 is 
\\·ill-■• l. ndcr the direction uf the Suprctuc Ruler there 
,,-,L~ no ta~k too hard for hint to pcrfnnu. In his tirc
lc!SS zeal he longed for his :\I astt:r· s \\·ork. In his sacred 
dc\·ntion bl.! ycarnc,I fur a glintpsc into his eternal bottle. 

Not Inn~ before his last hours he \\·rote \\"ith h_is o,\·n 
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hand: .. Dear l\Iastcr-

Xot for e;1sc: nor worldly plc:a~nrc. 
Xor for fame: 1ny prny~r~ sball he: 

( ;1adly will I toil and sutT c:r. 
Only let me walk with 'fhec:· 

l\lan,· of those \\·ho knew· hin1 best and \\·ere nc...-ar--
est to him ha\·e contributed beautiful tributes to bis 
life and 1nen1or\·. -

It is the _\\·isl~ of the author that those rccci\·ing ;\ 
cop,: of this book shall prcscn·c it as a reference. and 
at their death let it go, for the sa1nc purpose. to the 
oldest of each famil,·. - To k110\\· that the: ~kctche."' 

~ 

herein \\·rittcn shall lead ~on1e of us to purer thoughts. 
to nobler actions and better ih·cs; to kno\\· that God 
alone has directed ·n1y hand in these feeble efforts. in 
~mpiliog such thoughts and extracts as ha\·c chimed 
in \\"ith the tcstimo1_1y of an earnest and a.-;piring n1ind; 

• tbat these shall be a counsel to tbost! \\·ho arc indifn:r-
ent to life·s real purpose and end: stin1ulatc -and com
fort those \\"ho ha,·e long traveled in life· s \\·eary path
\\"a\·. is the earnc~t and sincere desire of the author . 

• ,v,,. G. i\(.EX.A~OER • 

.:\pril. 18g:?. Cripple Creek, (:,·)lorado. 





-'}"() go back through four generations a11tl undertake 
to look up the remaining scattered record~ c,f the 

lives of tho~ \\·bo li\"ed more than a century ago. then 
folio\,. thc:m do\\·n through all their branches a.-. they 
~ncrease in nun1ber and name. multiplying. di¥ersifying 
and scattering their descendants to the Ver')· cxtrcn1i
ties of a great continent. is taking up a greater task 
than is at first dreamed of. He ,,·ho attempts it n1eets 
with difficulties unlike those of any other kind of book
writing. In collecting the facts for thc!Se family biog
raphies, embracing some four generations. it ha.~ bct:11 
found ncccssaJJ· not onlr to rel3t much upon the ,,·ill
ingnes.~ and ~collectio11~ of othc~ for the de~irc:d in
formation. but likc\\·isc to depend largely upon tbcn1 
for its correctness.. · ·r o tltis end a great n1any letter~ 
.have bc:c:n ,,·rittc:n to a grt:at n1an1· difft:rc:nt persons at 
a great n1any different plact:s. llany responded: so111c 

did not. Son1c \\·ere: pnnnpt: ~u111c: \\·ere: n,•t. It thcn:
forc: rt:quires ti1nc and pi1tie11cc to co1uplt:tc such a 
\\·ork. though in volun1c: it he s111all. lire-at precaution 
has bcc:n taken tu :n·oid n1istakes in the- publication of 
nan1cs. dates. pl:!.ces c::tc. "Ihc: biographic:s herein \\·rit
tc:n ha,·c: ht:cn carc:full:r gleaned front the: 111uuths of 
living rc:prc:sc:ntath·c:s uf the different fa111ilics. ant.l su 
far as possible:. llilltu:s. llatc:~ of birth. 111arria~c.-s. :uul 
deaths hcl\·c: been taken frnt11 the uld faiuil ,. bibles h,· 

• • 



TO TlfE JlE • .-LDEJ:. 

the \\·ritcr hi111self.. ,~ et perf cction is not clain1ed. 
lli~takes no doubt there are. \\pc regret that many 
nan1e~ and dates ba\·c been on1ittcd. .\\·c ha\·e cndt..~,·
orcd to n1akc all records co1nplctc. but ha\·c failed to 
bear front ~omc cntirch·; hence these on1is."iio11s. In -
thc.c.c fan1ily biographic~ the author ba"' attempted to 
cn1brace- so far as the,· can be found- all of the de--
sccpdants of J.\ll t:"' \\" • .-\1 .. t:X.\XnEK. .-\sH.+:1.. \V 11 .. KIX

sox, Junx SP.\RK and \\"11 .. 1 .. 1 .. \11 (iL"THRII!. dating frun1 

their ad\·cnt into .;\tncrica do\\"D to the present tin1c. 
()f son1e of the older ones brief skctchc~ arc \\"rittcn. 

but of the n1ajority. n1crclr the nan1c. date and place 
of binh. 1narriagc and burial. the religion. occupation 
and \\·her ..:abouts arc gi\·cn. Xan1cs. dates. plac1.-s. etc., 
about ,,·hich there is doubt a..; to their correctness. arc 

either so stated or on1ittcd entirely. It is hoped that 
\\·hat has been ,,·rittcn will enable and · inspire son1conc 

at so111c later day to ,,·rite a fuller and better biography 
of any or all of our relations. The n1cthod adopted 
in con1pili11g the record of these ,·ario1.1s fami!i1.~ is a"' 
follo\\"S, to-\\·it: Beginning \\"ith the oldest, the nan1cs 
of each one of c,·cr\· fan1il ,. arc ,,·rittcn in order of 

• • 

their births. 'll1at is. the oldest of a fan1ily is taken up 
and follo\\·cd do\\·n through aii of his dL~ccndants, then 
the next is taken up in the satnc 1nanncr and so on \\"ith 
each succcssh·c fa1uih· tn the last. To stud,· the book . . 
understandingly it should be r~ac.l fro111 the beginning, 
and in the order in \\·hich it is \\·rittcn. 

Ix <.::oxc1.rs1ox:- - The 1ua1n· ,\·iu, so ldnc.lh· assist~d . . 
111c in gathering the 1natcrial fur this little \·olurnc h:u·l.· 

111y 1nost sinc&..-re thanks. ()ur \\·ork is don~. though not 
so ,,·ell done as \\·c \\·uuld like. Criticis111 is expected. 
,·ct, \\·lu.·n it is rcnu .. ·tnbcrc:d that it is the author·s first 
• 
attcntpt at hook ,,·ritin~. anti that this l.·tTort is n1adc 

\\"ith the sole object of tlnin~ snn1c ~nod. nu doubt hut 
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a spirit of forbearance will pre\·ail in passing upon tbc 
n1any i111pcrfcctions of a \\·cll-n1cant effort. Regretting, 
tbcrcf ore. that the book is no better than it is. but trust
ing and bclic\·ing that it \\·ill recch·c your kindt.""St con
sideration. find fa,·or in your hands and be interesting 
and helpful to n1any. \\"ith kind~t regards I lea,·c it 
with ,·ou. \\". (i. ~\ . .. 





J~\lll•:s ~\XI) ll.-\R(.ir:R\· . . 
jAllF-"-' C \\.altcr_t and ll.\Kfil-:K\" I ()lh·cr) .-\1.1-:xA~n1-:1e. 

n1y gr"'-at grandparents. \\·ere nath·cs of Ireland, \\·h!!rc 
they \\·ere 111arried at the ages of 21 and 16 years. t\\·o 

\\·t.~ks after \\·hich the,· started for :\mcrica. .i\ftcr a -long ;~nd tedious ,·oyagc and 1uucb sea sickn(.~S and 
ship\\·rcck they landed in .\n1crica in ()ctobcr. ljN4. 
The,· first settled in l·Iit'flin count,·. Pcnnsvh·ania. Hut - . . 
littl~ is kno,,·n of their lh·cs until the rear 181j. \\·hen 
they 1110,·ctl to Cha1npaign county. {)hio, then ·kno\\·n 
as the •·Far \\·est:· 1--lerc thcr died: J:uucs in 1819 ;incl 
llargl"t'Y in 1S23. at th_c_ ages of ~6 aJtd_ 54 years. Thl"Y 
left a fatnil,· of t,\·ch·e children. naruch·: Bctsv. c 14:Iiz-. . . . 
abcth > Jnhn. Rnln:rl. ~anc,·. :\lattic. f l\lartha) Sallie. . . . . 
( ~arah "t Peggy. ( :\lar~-raret, Rachel. Jan1e~. Jr. and l-Iar-
gcry, t t,,·ins t Ed\\·ard and Peter. 

Jan1es .-\lcxandcr. ~r .. \\·as it \\·e~l\·cr b,· trade and . -
supported his large faunily hy th1: 100111. I-le bclong1:d 
to the old-line \\.hi~ Party, and both ht· and his \\·ifc 
,,·ere 1ncn1hcrs of the old Prl~b,·tcrictll church. . \h\-:l\·s .. -
poor in tht' thin~rs of this \\·oriel. they left no legacy to 
their children hut honl."St, upri~ht and l·hristian· cxan1-
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pie. l[y aunt, Rachel Sparr, says: .. I\·c often heard 
my mother sa:r of my grandparents. James and llar
gcry· .. .\Icxandcr, ·they \\·ere both close obscn·crs of tbl." 
Sabbath. \\·ere upright in their li\·cs and strictly rcli~
ious. They both died triun1phant and happy .. '.. Thl.'"Y 
\\·ere buric..~ in the old \Vilkinson ccn1ctcn·. about four ... 
n1ilt..'S south of Ouinc\·, ()hio. ()f their t\\·cl\·c children - -none arc DO\\" li\·ing. 

C\o,r::;;e'-

IST.·- B:ETS\" .-\1 . .I•:X.;\XDl~R. 
Bets'\·, the oldc~t. \\·as born in llifflin count,·. Penn-- . 

syl\·ania. February 11th, 1 j88. She n1arricd George 
~IcPhcrrin in Pcnnsrl,·ania. Janual}· -1, 1810. l·fc \\·a."' 
born in \.-irginia. Scptcn1bcr 3rd .. 1 i77• In the· fall of 
1812 they n10\·ed to Cban1paign county. Ohio. and again 
in the year 1836 to Knox county. Illinois .. Prior to this 
date and \\"hilc in Ohio, the}" both belonged to th(· Pres
byterian church, but after 010,·ing to Knox county they 
joined the llcthodist church and remained in that 
church until their death. .:\II their children ,,·ere bap
tized in Ohio. in the Prcsbrtcrian church. George clicd 
.:\ugust 26. 1852. at the age of i5- Betsy died 1:"'cbru:try 
21, IS6j, aged i9 years and 10 days. They arc both 
buried in Knox count,·. The,· had born to tbc111 1.·lc,·cn . -
children. nan1\!ly: Sa1nuc.:I. John. Xancy, Rusauah, llar
gcry. I-:li7.abcth. Janu.as. Gt.'Orgc . .:\lcxandcr. Sarah Jane 

. and Robert \\·., all of \,·hotn ,,·ere born in Chan1paign 
county, ()hio. except Santucl. 

I. -S..-\ltrEL :\lcPHF.RRI~ 
\\"as born in Pcnnsvh·ania. Februarv I;. 181 I. lfc tnar-. "' -
ric<l I-:liza \\.ilson. The\· had four children. T\\·o died -
young. and joHx and \\.ILI .. l.\ll arc lh·ing at 1"'aco1na. 
\\·ashinhrton. . San1ucl died in 185 I, and. is buried at 
Knox,·illc, Ill. 

2.--JOHX llcPHERRlX 
\\·as bon1 in Chan1paig11 county. ( )hin. l >ctobcr .l• 1813. 
I I c \\·as first ntarricd to I .. ucinda Kc~-. X o_\·cn1bcr 29. 
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1838. They niiscd three children. nan1ely: Isaac. \\.ill
iam and i.:li7.abeth. Ile 1narried his second ,,·ife. J.:liza 
S\\·art7 .. Dcccn1bcr 30. 1852. and they raised two chil
dren. nameh·: Sa1nuel C. and Sarah .\nn. His oldest 

• 
child. Is.'L\C. \\"as born 1:ebruary· 4. 1840: married !\le-
linda Bradley. February 3. 1S6o. Tht.~· ha,·e eight chil
dren. all lh·ing. nan1ely: Ellen ll.. \\ .. illiam Ci., Henri
etta. :\ddic. lohn. \\·ard It. Hc..~!'ie and Isaac R. The\.· - . . 
arc farmer~ and li\·c in eastern lo\\·a. 

\\"11 .. 1 .. 1 .. \ll. the :oiecond child. \\"as born Jul,>· 3. 1845; 
married Francl-s IIarris. February 3. 18;0. They ha,·c 
four children. nan1cl,·: .:\rthur D .• Lero,·. Paul and • • 
Xellic .. \\.illia1n \\·a..~ a la\\·ycr. He died January g. 1884. 

1-:1.rZ.\IU•:TH. the third child. \\·a~ born Scptcmbt.-r 1R. 
184;. She married George H~rris October 13. _lstig. 
The,· also ha\·c four children. namel,·: 1-:,·c. \\" alter. • • 
:\lice and John. Thc..·y are farmers. 

S.\)ll"'EI .. C .• the fourth child. I first b,· second wife t • 
born Xo,·cn1bcr 6. 1853: n1arried Jessie lloore Jufy 
26. 18;9. They ha,·e four children. namely: flugh \\· .• 
Ho\\·ard C .• Ruth and \\:-illiam L. Samuel C. is a la\\·
yer and is practicin~ in Kansas City. llo. 

S.\k.:\H .-\~x. fifth child. C second b,· second \\"ife ·, \\·as . . ~ 

born :\pril 12. 1N63: niarri<:d Frank Frazier Septenabcr 
16. 18'~5. They ha,·c no children. They arc t.-n~aed 
in the lumber business in the state of \\~a.-..hington. 
- This is t)lc fullest record I ha,·c been able to obtain 
of John llcPhcrrin. l1is children and grandchildren 
reside.principally near Clarinda. Io,\"a. and a large nu111-
bcr of then1 arc n1cn1bcrs of the ll ethodist church. of 
,,·bich the old gcntlcn1an. no\\· ,)\·er ~o has been a n1cn1-
bcr for o,·cr 40 years. I-le is a retired farn1cr. and still 
lh·es at Clatinc.la. lu,,·a. l{e is quite acth·c. both 111cn
tally and _phrsically. for a man of his age. 

3--XAXCY llcPHERRIS 
\\·as born llarch j. 1R15: n1arricd Francis \Vilson. They 
11ad thrt:c children. The oldt.-st died yllung; the other 
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two, Thon1as and :Eli7..a. are li\·ing at Knox,·illc, 11-linoi.-., 
\\·here the mother died and is buried. 

+-ROS.AS . .\H llcPHERRl:S 
\\clS born December 22. 1816. She n1arricd George \Vil
son. They had -eight children. four of •·hom died 
young. The four li\·ing arc Frank. at llamptun. Xcb .. 
Cornelius. Jennie and I lattic. at Knox,·illc. Ill~- u·b"--re 
the motbcr died and is buried. Both Xanc\· and Ru-. . 
sanah \\·ere llcthodists. 

;. -MARGER\. llcPHERRIX 
wa-. born llarch + 1819- Sbc married \\.illiarn llc
Go\\·cn. ThC\· had t\Vch·c children. four of \\·hun1 died -i·oung: eight arc still li\·ing. The husua11d died in 18j1. -

and is .buried at Knox,·ille. Ill. FK,\XK. a 1narricd son. 
li,·cs a~ Knox\·illc also. BE1.r .. 1-:. an ~nn1arri4..-d daugh
tc...,-, li,·cs \\·ith her mother at Knox,-ille. The n1othcr i~ 
quite feeble and is blind. She is a Presbyterian. The 
other six children t whose names I ha,·c bc"''1l unable to 
get. t f\..'Sidc near the san1c place. 

6.- ·ELIZ.~BETH llcPHl-:RRIS. 
\\·as born Dec. 25, i820. She n1arricd Francis \\.ilsc,n. 
c who first married Xanc,·. t The,· had fi,·c children. - -three boys and t\\·o girls. The girls arc both J~atl. and 
the boys arc n1arricd a11d lh·ing i1t the ,·icinity of Knox
,·ille. \\·here tbe mother died :md is buried. She u·a...; :i 
llethodist. The father still lh·t...~ \\·ith one of his so11s. 

j.--JAllES llcPHERRlX 
\\115 born Jul}• tj.1823. He n1arricd C.:ascndanab Dredge. 
To them ,vert; born eight children. fh·c of \\·hon1 arc 
still li\·ing. and all n1arricd. 

SARAH E .• the oldest ,,·as born Dec. 2N. 1N..i9. Diec.I 
young. 

AJ.IA~l>.\ C .. was born Jan. 30. 185 I. l)icd young. 
CL.\R..\ i-:. \\-as born June 1. 1852. She is n1arried and 

li,·es at Clarinda. lo\\·a. She has nine children lh·in~ 
and one dead. She is a llethodist. 
_ Derinda B. w-a.~ bon1 .\ug. 1~. 1N54. She is 111arricd 
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and li\·es at Colb,·, Kan. -
and one dead. 

l\L\Kr J.:. \\·a.-; born :\pril 15, 1S57. l)icd young. 
JoHx F. \\·as born (}ct. 30. 1859. Ile is n1anied and 

has six children. Is in the coal businc~s at Knox,·illc. 
\V1LI .. IAlt C. \\"as born Julr 19. 1864. lie is married 

and has one child. Is also in the coal business at Knox
\·ille. Ill. 

J.\llF..S I~. JR., \\·a.~ born Sept. 19. 1~. I-le is married 
and ha.-i one child. Ile lh·cs at \\'ato~ra. Ill. 

8. GJ-:<>R<;i-: licPIIERRIX 
w~ born I >cc. 12. 1826. 11 c n1arried 1-:1 i:r.a ( I. Cbcn r, 
l•'"eb. 16. 1854. They raised four children. all of "rbom 
arc li\·ing. na1ncly: • 

CH.\KLJo:s F .• born Xo,·. 4. 1856. I le n1anicd Jennie 
lla,\"k, l)cc. 20, t~j6. Ther ha\·c had· t\\·o children. 
J.:lmine ()., f. dead) and .o.\ddic ll ., { lh·ing ,. 1-le is a 
m~il earner, and lh·cs at Clarinda. lo,\"a. · 

J . .\llES .:\LEX~\Xl>l~R \\"as born l)cc. 19. 1~58. lie is uri- 4, 

n1arried: lh·cs at Clarinda. and is in the stock business . 
.:\LICE .. -\. \\·as born .:\ug. i• 1860. She n1arried ll. It 

Sholtz. llarch :?2, 1SS2. The,· ha\·c t,,·o children. na111c--Ir: Jessie and Joseph. 
joH~ \\". \\·as born .lpril 5. 186-1. Ile inarricd Fannie 

1-lix l)cc. 18. t~Ng. 1"hcy ha\·c one child. nan1clr: Rob
ert C. Thcv are fanucrs. -•· ·fhis cotnplctcs the record of the fan1ily of George 
:\IcPhcrrin. lie is a fanucr. belongs to the llcthodist 
church. and resides at Clarinda. lo\\·a. \\"here he bas 
li\·cd for n1any years. . 

9.--ALEX..\Xl>ER :\lcPHERRIX 
\\'Rs born St'pt. 30. 18.28. I {c n1arricd l•:llcn Curl. They 
raisc<l three children. t,\·o boys and one ~rirl. :\11 arc 
li\·ing and 111arricd. I .. t-:\\"I~. the oldest, lh·cs at Knox
,·illc. Ill. .:\lcxandcr \\·as a n1etho<list. 1-Ic died in 
1~(.6. ancl is burictl in Knox count,·. Ill. -
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10.---SAR • .\H J.~XE llcPHERRIX 

\\"as born July 30. 1831. She married Joseph r:h,·cll. 
They had twn children. both of \\·hon1 died yotJng. 
Sarah Jane \\·as also a l\Ictho<list. She <lied and is bur
ied in Knox count,·. -

11.- -ROllERT \\'. llcPHERRIX 
\\·as born }larch 25. 1835. 1-Ic bas n~\·cr been married. 
I-le is a farmer and trader and Ih·cs nt..-ar Kansas Cit"·· -l\Io .. \\"here he O\\·ns a larg~ an1ount of property. 

This record of the fan1ih· of l~lizabcth ll c Pherrin. -
nee :\iexandcr. it \\·ill be n<)ticcd is not full, but is all 
that ha.'i been obtained. 

2x1>.--· JOfl~ AI ... 14:X.-\XDER. 
John \\·as born l"larc h 14. 1 jr;I). 11 c \\·a.~ a carpenter by 

occupation. and married first Jane Recd l)cc. 2;. 1820. 
at· ]Jlairs\·illc. Indiana count\"". Pa .• b\· \\·horn he had fi,·e - -children. na1ncly: Jan1cs. San1ucl R .. l~!i1.ahcth. Sallie 
and llargcry. l1is first ,\·ifc <lied :\larch 2j. 1827. ()n 
Xo,·. ~. 182j he n1arricd his second \\"if~. 1-lannah llc
Crackcn. b,· \\·hon1 he had fifteen children. sc,·cral of ... 
\\·hon1 died in early infancy. ·rhc n:irncs of those gh·-
en are: Jane, llargarct. John Jr .. Hannah. Joseph. Josl!
ua, llary. Xancy. and l~~rcsa. l·lis first \\"ifc \\·as born 
Oct. tj. 1801. She is buried at I .. ut!1cran Chapel. Indi
ana county, Pa. I-Ii,:; second ,,·ife \\·as born ( >ct. 5, 18oj: 

dic<l :\larch 18, 1883. She is burictl at the san1c place. 
Both ,,·h·cs \\"Crl~ protestants. 
· "Joseph I) .• \lcxand\!r. a. grandson. who has sn ably 

co111pilcd thi:.; record. sa.:,.::;: 0 lly ~ran<lfathcr. John . \1-
cxandcr. ,,·as of Prot~stant faith. bttt nc,·cr bl·l, ,ng~d to 
any church. In practical rcli~:on he was second to 
none. 1-Ic was a n1an of ,·~rr tctupcrat~ habits. \\·a:-; 
nc,·cr kno\\"11 to utter a prufant: \\·or<l: and \\"ouid ha\·c 
star,·ed rathl.·r than taken a pt:nny nut honestly his o\\"11. 

l ll.· 11~\·l·r h:i~l a ia,\· suit nor a <1uarrcl and di'--·d as h~ 
hcul li\·t.·d. r~s1>cct~d h\· • .rll \,·hu kne,,· hint as an honest - -
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and upright n1an and \\·ithout an enemy in tlic \\"orld. 
He died suddenly of a paralytic ~troke \\·bile sitting at 
dinner. :\I arch 28. 18;6. and is buried \\·ith hi~ \\·i\·cs. ·• 

1.- J . .\ll F-'; .:\ I .. EX.~X I> F: R 
\\a.'t born s~pt. 12. 1K21; carpenter b:r occupation. lie 
married l..cna Borne. :\I ay 4. 1S4~t .:\t pr~ent thq· r«..'"
side at 1309, Tenth Street, :\ltoona. Pa. To them ha\·e 
been bon1 fi,·c children. namel}·: John. James. Jennie, 
1-1(.-nr, and Tillie. 

Jonx. born Xo\"". 2S. 1851: died .:\pr~I 19, 18;9: buried 
at Jllairs,·illc. 

J.\MF-~. J K •• born .-\u;: .. 10. 1H55: died ()ct. 13. 1883: bur
ied at .\ ltoona. 

• • J ESXIE. born I· cbruary 4, 1M5K. 
1-11-:sR\", h:,rn Fchruc-in· 1, 1861. -
T1Lr .. 11•:. born January 1S. 1865. 
The n1othcr and all the children arc dc,·out Catholics. 

Jennie and Tillie arc con,·cn~ at J-:bcnsburcJh. Pa. I Ico
n" is at •1\ ltoona. 
~ 

2..- · S • .\ltl· EL R . .:\LEX.:-\Xl>f-: R 
\\"as born llarch 1, 1823. He \\·as a carpcntt.Tand t1nder
takcr; a Pr~brtcrian: n1~rried llary C. Dc,·inny l)cc.23. 
•45. To thcn1 \\·ere born three children: llattic. Jo~cpb 
D. and 1-:na. The mother di~d of pncun1onia. 11cc. 23, · 
1884- and the fath~r aften,·ards married llaria Repine 
and be died llarch 15. 1~91. 1-Ie and bis first \\·ifc are 
buried at l.uthcran Chapel. near Black Lick Station. Pa. 

lL,-i:-r1 E \\·as born in 1846: 1narricd Joseph R. Pierce. 
They ha\·c t,\·o childr~n both li\·ing-. )Icrtilla. aged 21, 

and I.cna. aged 11. . They arc Protestants. The bus
band is a \\·agon tnakcr by trade. but is at present the• 
postn1a~-ter at IJlack L.ick Station. 

JosEl'H D. \\·as born .. -\ug. 14. 1849. lie is a carpen
ter hr trade. I-le tnarricd Hattie Dick. July,.;. I8j3. 
She \\·as b,,rn .\pril 21. 185~. Thcr ar~ Protestants and 
reside at Hiack l.ick Station. The}· ha\·c ciJ.:ht chil
dren. all lh·in~. nantelr: Charl~s C .• Carrie 11 .• l~lla. 
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llaggie, 1:1orencc. Samuel. John and (ieorgc C.. 'fhc 
o!dest is 18. the youngest 2 years of age. 

:EI .. L\ \\'ilS born July 28. 1851.. She n1arric,t Cicorgc 
Call. a soldier. \\·ho lost an arn1 in the battle at Jack
son. llis..-;.. l{c \\"a.'i born Feb. 22. 1842. Th(..'"}" arc Pr'-~ 
byterians. He is a painter by trade and rL~idcs at 1:rcc
port, .:\nnstrong county. Pa. They ha,·c six children. 
all living. namely: John . .:\lice. Samuel and Joseph, 
(_ u,·ins) llarr and Gt..""Orgc. 

].-ELIZABETH ALEX.-\XI>ER 
\\"as born liar I 3. 182-1.. She n1arricd Joseph Brantner. 
I le \\"as a tailor b\· trade and b\· faith a Catholic. I le - -
died June 6. 1&c;;_2. They had clc,·cn children. namely: 
J.:\".\. dead: .:\LBERT. n1arried to Clara l .. itz; Jost:PH. 

n1arricd to llary llcCaulC}": l:..1zz1E. sing!c: Jonx. dead:· 
GEok(iE. single; \\"n .. I.IE. dead: FR.\XK. dead: T11i.:-
01>0KE. dead: lL\K\·. dead: CL.:\Rt-:. dead: The motli
er and all her lh·ing children rc~idc at· Pittsburg. Pa. 

• .a.-S..\LLII-: • .\LEXA~l>ER 
\\·as born July 2j. 1825. She is unn1arricd: is a Prot
c..~tant. and resides \\·ith her half-sister. Xanc,· Fr,·. at 

~ . 
Black I .. ick Station. Pa. 

_ ;.- -ll..\RGERY .-\1.EX.:\Xl>F.R 
· \\·as born Fcbrual')· 25. 182j: died liarcb 27., 1S.:?j. 

THE SF.CO~I> ~1~1· OF CHll.l>IU~S. 

C>.-·-JAXE ALEXAXl>ER 
\\·as born Sept. 29. 18.28. She tnarricd (,t_-or~c Scully .. 
l)cc. 25. 1855. They rai:;ed three children. nantt."ly: 
llaggic. :\larr and Xannic. 'Ihcr alt reside at Black 
Lick Station. The husband died Jan. 9. 1865.. She 
aftt!r n1arricd Da,·icl Conrad liarch 28. I8jl. She dic:cl 
Dec. 1.7. 1 Xgo. and is buried \\"ith her first hush:Lnd at 
Hlack I..ick Station. I lcr first husband \1·as a stone 
cutter a11tl the sc:cotul is a shoe n1akcr. 

;.- -ll..-\R(;ARET .\1.1-:X.:\XJ>EK 

\\·a...; horn .\pril 29.1830. She 1uarrictl I lugh 1:1') .• \pril 
12. 1859. I le: ,,·a.-; born Fl"h. ,s. 1~1j. 1·1tcr arc Prut-
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cstants and he is by occupation a stone mason. but 
from injuri~~ rccei\·ed from a falling scaffold. he has for 
vcars been unable to folio\\" his trade. The\· reside \\"ith .. ., 

their t,,·o youngt.-st and only lh·ing children at Black 
I.ick Station. To them \\·ere born sc\·en children. 
namelr: Jonx. born llarch 2. 1X6o: died :\larch 2. 1883. 
SusrE. born Sept. 16. 1861; died l)ec .. 25. 1883.. 1-IAx
X.\H 11... born liar 29. 1863: died in infancy·. Ht:c.n, jK. 

born July lj, 1864; died at about 9 year.; ot age. J . .\llE..~ 

J. born Dec. 23. I86j: di~d at about; years of age. J1-:x
XJE OL1,·F.. born Se~t. 3. I8jo: li\·ing. S . .\Yt:EL .-\., born 
.r\pril 30. 18j4: lh·ing. 

8.- -J<>ll:S Al:.EX.-\:Sl>ER •. JR. 
\\"a.-; born Xo\·. 28. 1831; died in infanc}·· 

9-- -HAXXAH .-\1. .. EX.-\Xl~F.R 
wa~ born Jan. 22. 1833. She is a Protestant by faith: 
ne\:er was 111arricd. and lh·cs \\·ith her sister T crc..-sc._ 
.:\lli~n at 11omer Cit,·, Pa . .. 

10.-J()SF.PH ALl-:X.-\:S DER 

\\"as born .·\pril 16. 1835: died Xo,·. 25" 1836. 
11. ·· J0SHrA .-\1.EX.\);l>ER 

\\·as born Sept. 14. I ~ 36: died Jan. 3 I . IS 3S . 
. 1?. -:\t.\RY .-\1.EX.:\~llER 

,,·as born July 30. 1838: died :\larch 13. 1~39-
13-- -~ .. \XCY ..-\LEX.:\~l>F.R 

\\·as born llay 16. 1 N40. She 1uarricd Cicorgc Fry in 
·1Sj4. To them ,,·as born one child. Ro1n•:RT .A .•• born 
llay 3, 1Kj5. She is no\\' a \\·ido,,·; is a Prt.-sby~crian. 
and is li\·ing \\"ith her n1aidcn half sister Sallie on the 
old homestead at Black l.ick Station. 

'-'· -TERESA Al.1-:X.\:SI>ER 
,,·as born June;. 184.?. t l lcr n,u11t.· is spelled '-Tcr7.ah:') 
She n1arricd Robert ..:\llison. a fanncr •• \u~. j. 1866. I le 
,,·as born .:\ug. 3. 1R,15. Tlu:y ha,·c one child. a <laugh
t~r. S.\llll;:. horn l)cc. 9. 186j. They reside near ~[ontcr 
, •• }> ~,t,·. a. 

"' 
·rhl· others six children front Jnhn . \lcxarulc:r·s sc:c-
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ond·\\·ife died in infancv and \\"ere not nan1ed. -
3d .. -ROBJ.:RT ALJ.:X:\X I>l•:It. 

Robert Alexander. n1y grandfather, \\"as born in lliff
lin county, Pa., Feb. 16, 1;93. Ile \\"as raised on a fann 
in his nati\·e state. and while a young man mo,·ed "·ith 
his parents to Champai~111 county. and a feu· years later 
to Logan county. C)hio. .Feb. 26, 1822. he married 
l\lary \Vilkinson.. !{ere we \\"ill stop the biography of 
Robt.-rt .:\lcxandcr. until furth=r on. \\"'hen it \\·ill be 
taken up again at the beginning of his 1narricd life and 
con1plc..1:cd. 

~-

4TII.···• X.t\XCY c:,:\GXJ.:s.) ~\I.-1•:X.\Xl>I~R. 
X ancy j\lcxander wa.-; born in the year 1 ;9;. In the 

old \\"ilkinson gra\·cyard. four n1ilcs south of Qui11cr. 
()hio. stands three dark bro\\·n slab ~tonc..-s. Tl1csc 
tomb stones ·ha\"C stood there nearly ;o }"Cars.. They
mark the ~rra\·es of father, mother and daughter. In
scribed upon them in distinct letters are the names 
James \V. ~\lexandcr. llargery .\lexander and .-\gncs 
.6\lcxandcr. Xo elates or other inscriptions. sa\·c the 
naanes alone. arc to be found there, and these loneh· .. 
little slab stones arc almo~t black \\·ith age. 'Xancy 
.\lcxandcr. t. \\·ho is called .. Agnes on the ton1b stone,) 
died at about the age of 19. and was nc,~er married. 
~\gt1cs n1ay hcl.\·c be~11 l~cr r~~l na1nc. in~tcad ot Xancy. 
As to this nothing definite can no\,. be learned. Xei
tl1cr can tl1c exact dutc of her death be ascertained. It 
\\·as. bo\,·c,·cr. probably a fc\\· years pre,·ious to the 
death of her father ,uul 111,,thcr. Ja111cs and !\Iargcry, 
as gh·cn at th~ bc1-trin11ing of this biography. 

5Tn.-ll.:\11114: ( lLlR'Tl-1.\.") .-\1.EX .. -\Xl)l~R. 
llattic ,\lcxantlcr \\·a~ born in Pc1111s,·h·a11ia. about .. 

ljg6 or 9i• She 111arriccl Joseph .\lcxandcr, ( 110 rela-
tion,·, about tbc rear Ut?.'.?. To tbc111 "·~re born six 
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children, ,·iz: Jamc:s 0.. Sally, Robert X ., llargery, 
Joseph and Xancy·. The father ,,·as a farmer and a 
Baptist. The mother died a llethodi,:;t. They resided 
near Quincy.<) .• ,\"here their six children W"ere born, 
and \\·here the}· both di~d young. Joseph died in Sep
ten1bcr. 1831. and llattie .'\ug. 19, U~3,. They are both 
buried in th~ \\.ilkinson gra\·cyard. near Quincy. ()hio. 

1-JAllES 0. ALEX.:\XDER 
was born Feb. 10, 1823. He married llat}· .r\nn Kress 
Jan. 1g. 184;. The!)· raised fi,·c children. ,iz: Sarah 
Jane. \\~alter K .• Robert X •• Lizzie and James B. The 
father S\!'r\·cd as a union soldier throug-h the late rebell
ion. was honorably discharged. and no,,; dra\\-s a pen
sion. He is a rc.'1:ired farmer and ha.-; resided in Kan
sas since 18;6. He and his \,·ife no\\· li,·c alone, on a 
farm eight miles from \\9ichita. 

SARAH j . .\!\.E. born June 21. 1846: married James S. 
Graham. a far,ner. in October. 1866. She died in J"!lY, 
188j. and left four bo}·s and one girl. 

\V .. .\LTER K. ,,·as bom April 28. 1849. He married 
Laura Unden,·ood Janual}·, 1Sj3. Ther ha,·e no chil
dren. and reside at \ \"ichita. Kans=is. 

RoBERT .X. \\·as born .Xo,·. 18. 1852. He! n1arric:d 
Sallie James in January. 1Sj6. They ha,·e four boys 
and one girl. and reside at \\.ichita. Kansas. 

l .. 1zz1E \\"as born Xo\·. 26. 1854. She married George 
S. Busscnbark. a farmer, in September. t8j8. They 
ha,·e three girls. 

J.:\ltES B. \Vas born July 26. 1862. I-le n1arricd Dilla 
Gillen\\'·atcr Dec. 24, I 885. They ha,·c one girl and 
one bo,·. and rc~idc at \ \·ichita. Kansas. \\·here he \\·ith .. 
his t\\·o brothers arc retail merchants . 

.?.- -SALLIE ALEX.\~l>ER 
\\·as born Sept. 14. 1824. She married Jacob Bailey. a 
n1crchant. in 18;1 or 5.2. Thcr ha,·c one son lh·ing. 
J.\llE..-i. at t: rbanna. l). She: died in the year 1856 or 37 
and is buried at Texa.-;. t''hampaign county. (). 
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3--ROBER"f X .• .\LEXAXDER 

\\·as born !\lay 1N. 1826. He married llaggic l{cndrix 
about the year 1856. \Vas in the mining business in 
California and Australia. and before his death was a 
retail merchant. He died :\larch I~~- and is also bur
ied at Tcxa..'l. (). They· ha\·e one daughter li,·ing. She 
married Charles l\lc,.-;,\dams. and the,· reside at Salina. , 

Kansas. 
,i.-llARGERY ALI-:XAXDER 

,va'l born ()ct. 2;. I82j. She married James l ... cslic. 
a shoemaker. about the :rear 1848 . ., They· ha\·e one 
daughter lh·ing. She 1narried C. \\·. :Engli:;h. and 
thev reside at Cin1arron. Kansas. The father is dead ,. 

and the mother li\·es \,·ith her daughter. 
;.-JOSEPH .-\LEXAXl>ER. JR. 

\\·a~ born Oct. 22. 1829; died in 1~~6 at the age -of •i• 
and is buried in \Vappell county. lo\,·a. 

6.--XASC''i ..\LJ-:XAXDl-:R 
\\·as born Jan. 2j. 1~31. She 111arricd Clc111cnt \\·. Cla}·, 
a farmer. about the vear 18:;o. The,· h,n·c a famih,· and 

~ - • rl 

reside at Richland Centre. Ind .• ~II the fan1il\· of llat-,. 

tie and Joseph • .\lexander arc said to be of llethodist 
. 

persuasion. 

6TH.-- S.A.LI.JI~ (S~\R.\11. t :\I ... 1-:X.\XDl-:R. 
Sallie .c\lcxander \\"as bon1 in Ohio about I i99- · She 

n1arried Jolin 1-lanks. a ~iller. and they 1110,·e<l to 
northen1 Indiana. · To then1 \\·ere born sc,·cn children .. 
The n1othcr died in carlv life. ~he \\"as a ::\lctbodist, • 
and is buried near l~lkhart. Ind. She died about the: 
year 183j or 3~t The father. John 1-Ianks. died about 
the rear 18➔8. 1·11c children of Sallie I lanks arc as 
f,>llo,\·s: 

1 -THOltAS H.:\XKS 
,,·a.-; horn C )ctubcr. 18.?j: 111arric:d llary liartin June 30. 
1864. To thcn1 \\·ere born sc,·cn children. six of ,,·horn 
arc Ih·ing. ,·iz: CH.\KI.F$. the oldest. 26 rears of age:: 
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li\·cs at Paris, Ill. E.1111A, died young. Joux Jc:. l\lARY' 

Je:. \\.ILLJ.\:\I .:\. II>:\ :\I. i\XXA L 
The father sen·ed as a union soldier in the late re

bellion; he is a carpenter hr trade, and they rl.-sidc at 
Dc~rraff c. ( )bin. 

_ l.· -J.\llES H.-\XKS 
\\clS born about 6o yc..-ar.; ago; the only· record \\·c ha,·c 
of ·him is that he died and is buried in California. 

3---ll.-\RY HAXKS 
the third child. \\·a." ne\·cr married. Her n1othcr dying 
\\"bile she \\·a.-; quite ,·ouncr left her an1oncr stranacrs so 

- :,.• h h • 

she has learned so battle her o\,·n \\·ay through the 
world. She has fallo,ved dr<..~smaking. and no\\" resides 
at Fort \\·a,·nc. Indiana. -

~.-OLI\.ER HAXKS 
was a union soldit.r in the late rebellion: is unmarried. 
a fanncr. and Jh·cs in I>akota. 

;.--JOHX H:\Sl\:S 
died roung. 

6.-SA:\1L9EI. H:\XKS 
died young. ;.-Xame rnkno"·n. 

The abo,·c record of the Hanks family is quite iiu
pcrfect. but it is all that has been learned of thc111 and 
their \\·hereabouts. 

j.-PEGG\. ( lI.~\ RG~-\Rl~T. > .. \I .. J.:X,\XI>r:R. 
• Peggy ..!\lcxandcr \\·as born in 1~2. She n1arricd 

Shepherd Patton at Quincy, 0 .. \\·here they had born 
to them nine children. ,·iz: liary. John. llargcry. 
J an1cs, l-:li7.abcth. Tho1nas. Sarah. Rachel and ~lartha. 
The parents \\·ere hoth llcthodists. ..fhe n1other died 
at Quincy. l> .• Oct . .20. 1839. aged 3i years. and is bur
ied in the \\.ilkinson gra,·crard. lca\·in~ a large fan1ily· 
of small children. The father \\"clS a carpenter. Herc
n1arricd to Sarah l)o\\·dcn. ,,·ith \\·hnn1 he had three 
children. I le also <lied at Quincy. Sept. j. 1Soo. aged 
64 years and 8 n1onths, and i~ buried there. 
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1.-llARY PATTOX, 

the oldest. married Samuel Patton, (_ same name but. no 
relation.) They left four children. \·iz: llargaret. 
Elizabt..-.i:h, Charlotte and James. llary and her bus- . 
band ,,·ere both llcthodists. Thc\· lh·cd and died and ., 

are 1:¥.iricd at Ouincr, 0 .• she in Xoven1bcr. 1888, and· - ., 
her husband preceding her 12 years. 

l\IARC..-\RET. their oldest. n1arricd l~zekiel Baughman. 
They lh .. e near Quincy, and ha\·e se,·en children. all 
li'\·ing. \·iz: J.:I,\·ood. ( married a l\Iiss Curl.) Charles. 
Jan1cs. llelle. Susie, Be;sie and 1\lon7.o. 'fhe family 
are also licthc,dists. 

1-:LIZABETH married G. \\·. Pool, a farmer. Thc:r also 
live at Ouinc1;. anu are 1-fethodists. The\· ha\"e three - ., ., 
children, ,·iz: \Villian1, San1ucl and .:\t\\·ootl. 

j..\llES, third child, married llary l)~ck. l{c is a 
farmer. and they lh·c at I ... ima. Ohio. They ha,·c three 
children, \·iz: • .\ddie, Floyd and ~ ellic. 

CH.-\KLo·r-r1-:. fourth child. n1arri..:d 1-:nos St\·lcs. a • 
farn1cr. They lh·c at Quincy. and ha,·c six children. 
viz: i-:mma. Daisv. \Villia:11. ( >tto and l>tis, { t\\·ins.) - . 

and a babv. The,· arc also :\lcthodists. . ., 

2.--JUHX P • .\TTOX 
,vas born llarcl1 30. 1826. at Quincy. I-le n1arried llary 
Lh·ingston .-\pril 22. 1851. 'To thcn1 ,,·ere born thrt..~ 
children. ,·iz: Louisa 1-:Ilcn. Sarah 1--:. and Jan1cs I. •. 

l_ot:1s.\ I-:LLEX ,,·as born at Quincy. () .• ()ct 1. 1853. 
She married Felix l-L Sidebotton1. in 1-lcnr, .. countv. .. . 
Ill .• ·Feb. 15, 1872. They ha,·c fi\·e children. ,·iz: :\Ian· 
E., (_<lead) Charle:; \ \" ., Dora B., I ... ucy L .• ( dead • and 
Nellie I~. 

S . .\K.AH 14: .• second child. \\·a.~ also born in (luinc\", - .. 
Jan. 22. 1855. She 111arricd \\"illian1 E. Battirnon. in 
Guthrie county. lu\\·a. July 14, 1874.. They ha,·e had 
eight children. ,·iz: Francis ll... llary 1-:... r:u\\"in \\· ... 
I..e,\·is • .\ .. and I .. uthcr ~\ ... , t,,·ins t deceased. Roy. Clar
ence \· .. and Clara \· ... ( t\,·ins) Clara ,· .. dead. 
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jAllt:.'i L .• third child, \\·as born in Quincy. 0 .• Sept. 
15. 185j: died at the age of t,,·o years. 

John Patton and bis family are licthodists. Ile and 
his \\·ifc rl..~idc at Stuart. ..-\dair count\·, lo\,·a. and arc -
farn1crs. 1\ letter recentl r recch·ecl fron1 hin1. relating 
some of his early recollections. ,vill be copied further on. 

3--lIARGERY PATTOX 
n1arricd Jackson Daniels at Quincy. 0 .• \\·here he died in 
c1.rly lif.!. She hl.i fi\·c children. ,·iz: lIIRl.\)f, m:irricd 
Jacob Couchn1an. a farmer: li\·e at Rush\·illc, Ind .• and 
have a fa111ily: A1 .. 1t1K.:\, also lh·e:; at Rush\·illc; Dok.\, 
married and lh·t..~ in the sa111e place: Ron1-:RT, n1arricd 
Belle Run\·on. 'fhC\· lh·c at Sidnc,·. () .• and ha,·c a - - . 
fan1ily: is a painter. 'fhis is the fullest irrformation \\·c 
ha\·c of the fa1nily of llargcry Dani<:ls. 

,i. - JA:\11-:S P.-\TTOX 
married llargarct lfomback. and they li,·c at Ri\·cr~idc, 
Cal. He isacarpenter and they belong to the l\Icthodist 
church. They ha\·e one child. X ETTIE. n1arricd to John 
Sin1s, and they lh·e in Colorado. 

5.--ELl7..-\UETH P..\TTOX 
n1arried Robert llcConncighey. a cooper. They \\·ere 
a!so lf etho<lists, and the family lh·c at \\.ichita. Kan. 
but we ha,·e been unable to learn the number of chil
dren or their nanu.~. :Elizabeth died Dec. 18. 1Sg~. and 
is buried at \ Vichi ta. 

6.- -THOll..\S P.\TTOX 
married Susa.nna.h Haughn1an, and they ha,·e al \,·ays 
lh·cd ·-!-t .Quincy. I Ie is a 1ncchanic. anc.l they arc also 
~lctho<lists.. l lis \\·ifc died :\la,· 22. 1886. and is buried . 
at Quincy. ·rhey ha,·c t\\·o children. ,·iz: BELLE and 
\Yn.1.tAM. both n1arricd and li,·ing at the saruc place. 
the father tuaking his hon1c \\·ith th~tn since his \\"ifc·s 
death. llellc 111arricd George ~\Hinger. They ha,·c 
t\\·o children. ,·iz: .. \rthur and l~ddic. \\"illiai11.n12rricd 
1-:nuua l'"url. ·rhc,· h;i\·c t,\·o chidrcn. l-:d\\·in and :Xcl-

• 
lie. c girls. t 
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;.-SARAH P.-\TTOX 

married first John I-Iamn1on<l. I-le died. lea\·ing her 
\\"'ith tbrec children. a boy na111cd l)ail y and t\,·o girls .. 
lbe \\rido,,· re-married to David Curl. She is also a 
llcthodist. and the,· lh·c in lo\\·a .. -

8.-R.-\CHEL P.:\TTt>X 
,~as born in I...o~aan county. 0 .• Oct .. 11. 183j .. She n1ar
ricd Pcrn· Bottles at OuinC\·. < ) .• liarch S. 18oo. lie ,,, .... ,,, . 

\\·a.-; born in \Varren county.() .• llarch 19. 1835.. lie 
scr\"cd asa union soldier in the late rebellion: belonged 
to con1pany I. and It of the g6th C)hio regiment; \\"a.~ 

t\\"icc captured and in prison. fir:;t at t\lcxandria. I .... L. 

second tin1c at Ca1np .For<l. Tcx,L-.;. I le \\·as n1ustcrcd 
into the scn·icc on the 19th of .\ug. 1862, and n1ustcrcd 
out on the 19th of llay. 1N65. f le ha~ ser\·ed t\\"o term:-. 
as tO\\"nship trustee of Jeff~-rson township. \\"aync Cf>un
ty. Ind. lie is a cabinet maker by trade. ·rbey reside 
at Conncrs,·illc. Ind. The,· ha\·c 6,·c children. all Ii\·--
ing at home. \·iz: 1-larrison. llal')·. Ida. J~liz."lbcth a·11t1 
t.le\\·c:ll\·n. -1-I . .\RRlsox. born J)cc. 23. 1861: is a carriage trinuner. 
I-le ,,·as married Dec. 24. 1Ng1. to Cora \\"altz. of I lag
crsto\\·n. Ind .• a11d the\· reside at Conncrs,·illc. -ll.\R\·. born :X,)\-. 29. 1863. in Quincy. Ohio. She is a 
drcssn1akcr. 

In.,. born Feb. lj. 1866; is a school teacher. 
1-:1.1z.,uE·rn. born Feb. 14, l~jO; is a bright and in

·tclligcnt book keeper. 
LLt:;\\"t-:Lt.x:s. born Sept. 3. 1~72. in I Iagcrsto\\·n. Ind. 

is a n1usic teacher. 
Their post office address is ll ulbcrry St .• Conners-. 

\·illc. Incl 
9-----lI.\RTfl.\ P..\TToX 

,lied in Illinois. ~he \\·;.ts nc\·cr tnarricd. 
This is the cxt\!nt of uur i11for1nation of the Patton 

fan1ih· . . 
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STH.- R.~Cl-lr:I. . .:\I .. J.:X:\XflJ.:R. 

Rachel ·.=\lcxander \\"as born .:\ug . .:?S. 1803. in Pcnn
syh·ania. ~he n1arricd John llcXay. in ()hio, in 1824. 
lie \\":L"' born ~o\· . .24. lj<p~ 1'hcy mo\·cd to 1-:lkhan. 
Ind .• in 1S31. They ,,·ere farn1cr~ and belonged to the 
llcthodi~t churcb. lie died ~o\·. 11. 1R-13. She died 
Jan. 1~. 1844. They arc buried at :Elkhart. They left a 
famil}·ot eight orphan children. alone in a strange: land 
\\"ith no rclat ions near. They all found good hon1cs 
and grc\\" up rl.~pcctably and honorably. .:\ll arc still 
living and ha,·c fa.n1ilics of their o,\·n. Their nan1<..-s 
arc: Jane. Robert. Cynthia .;\ .• John. llargcry. Sarah. 
Peter :\. and Francis ~\. 

1.- JAXI-: llcX . .\ Y 

\\"a.~ born in ( >hio. .: \ ug. 26. 1826. She n1arricd fi~t 
Zena:; Heiden. Thcv had three children, ,·iz: I L,xx.,n -J .. died at t\\·o years of age: JosEPHIXF:. n1arricJ John 
Col\"ar: ha\·c t\\·o children. \·iz: l ... ula and llcl<lcn: Ih·c -near 1-:lkhart: CH.\RI.F.S Z .• n1arried llincn·a Pindell. 
Thcv ha,·c one child. J-:arl Zcnas: arc fam1cr~ and lh·c -near l~lkhart. Jane l\cldcn \,·a.~ left a "·ido,,·: rc-1nar-
ricd to I loracc Rando!pb .. 1 .. hcy ha\·c had no children. 
arc botb ,,·ell a<h·anccd in age. and ar~ li,·ing to~cthcr 
near 1-:lkhart. 

l.---ROBERT llc~..\ Y 

,\·as born Jan. 2j. 1830. I-le ntarricd llartba .:\nn Col
lins ()~t. 15. 1853. at liichigan City. Inc.I. He enlisted 
in the 9th Ill. ca\·alry in 1861. and ,,·as honorably dis
charged in 1864. II c is a t:1ilor by trade. and lh·cs at 
\,.al1iaraiso. Ind .• ,,·here their hun1c has been sinct.· 185j. 
Tu tlu:tn \\"l ... rc bon1 six childn:n. \·iz: Charles .--\ .. J:uncs 
.. ·\ .. John\\· .• :\lark R .• llartha :\I. and .. \lice J. 

Cu.\Kt.t-:s ~\. \\"il."i born Jtu1c ~9. 1:-;6~: is an clc,·ator 
cn~ittcl:r. I-I~ 111:trricd Carrie Br..,ckntycr < >ct. 10. l~j9. 

ilt lladison. \\.is. Xo chihlr~n. 1 .. h~ir postofficc ad
rlrl!ss is Xn. iiJ~ .\tlanta St .• I•:n~l~,,·noc.l. Ill. 



jAi1ES A. \\a~ born Jan. 12. 1856; is a_ retail n1erchant. 
He n1arried Rose :\losier .. :\pril 1;. I8i9• at Hebron. 
Ind. The\· ha\·e four children. \·iz: I ... u!a :\I., I ... ucv l\I., - -
George R. and 1-Iazt:l R. Their address is 32d J.:,L"t 
llarion· St .• Valparaiso. Ind. 

Jou~ \\r. was born ()ct. 19. 1860: n1arried Flora Hen
ton June 10. 1886. at :Engle,\·ood. Ill. T'hcy ha,·c had 
one child. Xina. \\·ho died at t,,·o years of age. I le is a 
merchant tailor and rt..--sidcs at \"'alparaiso. Ind. 

llAKK R. W'a-i born I>cc. 1;, 1~: single: is a barber. 
and his postofficc address is631S 63d St .• I~ng-le\\·ood, Ill. 

lL\K·rnA ll. \\·as born liar 1.2. 18;4: single, and re
sides \\"ith her parents at \?'alparai:oio. 

1\1 .. 1c1-: J. \\"a..; born Jan. 19. 18jj: single, and resides 
with her parents. 

3--- CYXTHI.-\ • .\. lie~..\\" 
was born }larch K. 1832: married John \V. <>akcs in 
1853. They had three children. \·iz: l ... ena. llary aJ!d 
Frankie. lier husband enlisted in the arnty in 1S62. 

. and in Xo,· .• ·63. \\·as mortally \\·oundcJ in the battle at 
l\lissionary Ridge. Tenn. He died in the :.c-in1c month. 
aged 33 years. They ,,·ere farmers and n1cmbers of the 
l\{cthodist church. Their oldest child. I.EX.\. \\·as b .>rn 
Jan. 11. 1855; n1arricd Jan1es IJynn in ... \pril. 1Sj5. 1·hcy 
lh·c on a farm 6_'-~ miles cast ot l~lkhart. Inc.I. The 
n1othcr. ni,,,· 6o years of age. has since her husbancr s 
death Ii\·cd \\·ith this daughter. ~he h~1s prepared the 
larger part of this billgrapby of the llc:Xay fan1ily. and 
pro,·t..~ to be a bright and intclli~cnt corrt..~pondcnt. 
Lena and her husband ba\"C sc,·cn children. ,·iz: l\Iary, · 
John, Jennie. Robert. Charh:s. Xcllic anc.1 Carrie. their 
ages rangin~ front 16 to .:? yea.rs. l[AkY ,,·as born in 
:\pril, 185j; c.licd in ..-\ugust. 1866. FK.\XKIE \\·as born 
in ... ..\ugust. 1861: di&..·d in .\u~rttst. 18CJ6. They \\·ere 
hc•th buried in on.: ;,:-ra\"c. near Elkhart . 

.i.-JOHX :\lcX.\ Y 
\\·as born i\ug . .:?.J. 1833: \\·as ruarricd to Phebe J. Fos-
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tcr, of L.a Porte. Ind .• ()ct. 18:;8. The,· lh·e. near Cro\\·n - .. 
Point, Ind .. and ha\·c three children. \·iz: Charles I~ .• 
l .. c,,·i~ i.:. and Rosa J. 

CHARI.'ES ~:. ,vas born l)cc. 2, 1861: n1arricd Addie 
Fuller: and the,· also li\·c near CrO\\·n Point. The,-- -
ha,·c t\\·o children. ,·iz: Xcllic and \~ada. 

l ... E\\·1s 1--:. ,,·a.~ horn (>ct. 1. 1~3: married Petta llill. 
and ther ba,·c one daughter. I ncz. Tht.·y also lh·c at 
C.:ro\\·n Point. 

Ros.\ J. was horn .:\pril 21. 18jl. and lh·cs \,·ith the 
parents. 

· ~ ~ARGERV ~cSAV 
\\·.L~ b,,rn llarch 11. 18~:;: n1:1.rricd Charle~ (iibbs. of . .. .. 
I-:!khan. in the \·ear 1S~6. The\· arc fann~rs and lh·c at .. ., .. 
llurt. Kossuth count,·. lo\\il. 'The\· ha\·c had fi\·c chil-.. .. 
drcn. ,·iz: 1--:non-:. married. in lo,,·a. and has one son: . 
1-'LOREsct:. died \\"hen six rears old: .. \L1n~KT, 1:K.\SK 

and :EFFIE, still lh·ing at home. 
6.- -S.:\R.AH llcSAY · 

\\"as born llay 14. 1837: n1arried Jan1cs Ruple in Jan .• 
1860. They lh·c four miles \\·est of 1-:11~hart. and ha\·c -had three chi~drcn. \"iz: 14:tla. 1-:ddie an<l Carrie. 1-:1.L\ 
died \\·hen 1 ..i years of age. l~nn1 E \\·a$ born llay 5. 
186;. C.:\RRIE ,,·as born ()ct. 186g: is a school teacher. 
"fhc,· arc all :\Icthodists . .. 

7.-PETER AI.EX..\XDER ~tc~.:\ Y 
.\\·as born .-\ug. 4. 1~39: tnarricd I.-aura \rhcelcr. of 
l.o,\·ell. Lake count,-. Ind .. ,,·hc..'rc the,· still reside. l·lc 

. .. -
,,·as a ·uni,>n soldier in the late rebellion. The,· lta,·c .. 

• four children, ,·iz: Philip. Charles, Pearl and Gilbert. 
PHILli' n1arrictl l\lary Sar~,:cant at 1-lcbron. Ind .• Scpt. 

4. 18:)(). ,,·here thcr reside. and haxc one <laughter, ,·iz: 
l .. cla ll:n~r,·a. 

C1t.\Rt.1-:s·1narricd .-\lpha. Purdy. and they ha,·e a son. 
PE.\Kt. and (in.BERT lh·c at hon1c \\"ith their parents. 
Philip anti Charlt..·s :ire tclc~rraph opc..·rators. and the 

father is a dealer in \\·nod ancl coal at Lo\\·cll. Ind. 



8.-FR • .\XCIS A.SBl"'RY llcXA Y 

\\·as born June 22. 1843; n1arried Cornelia \Vashbun1 in 
l\larch. 1Sj5: is a railroad man and n1ns from r:lkhart 
to Chicago. They ha\·e one child. liaud lnt-7.., 9 years 
old. The\· reside at ~:lkhart. Ind . • 

In closing the biobrraphy ot the llcXay family· c, .. n-
tbia C>akcs sa\·s: ··Had m\· mother. Raebel lfcXa,·. 

, - -
li\·ed until no,\·. ~he \\·ould ha,·e t\\·enty-thrcc lh·ing 
grand children and fi,·e dead: t\\·cnty grt;at~'lclndchil
drcn lh·ing and one dead.·· 

~r-:~ -=►~ 

9-- J.-\lll-:S • .\LJ.:X.t\XDJ.:R, JR. ,.T,,·1:s a 
Jantt..'S r\lexandcr ,,·as born Oct. S· IX<>i: \\·as nc,·cr 

married. In disposition he u·as rather quiet and pecu
liar. During his life he engaged in ,·arious occupations. 
]Jut little is kno,,·n among his rclath·es of his lif c. def
initely. It is said. ho\\·e,·cr. that at times he acquired 
considerable propertr. lie ,\·as fond of a gun and a 
good dog. and took pride in o\\·11ing fine stock. · I le 
mo,·~d to llcl...ain count,·. Ill .. in an earh· da,·. and re-- ~ -
sided there until his death. llay 24. 1888. I-le is buried 
near IUoominb»"ton. Ill. He left ~01nc property. ( about 
S1.200 in 111onc,·.) Sain \\.elt,·. an attornc,· at Hloo1u-. . -
ington. \\·as appointed by the court as ·ad1ninistrator of 
his estate. and has since been looking up the heirs of 
the estate. \\·ith a ,·ic\\· to the settlement of the san1c. 

10.- lL-\.RJI-:R\" .. \Lr:X.AXI>i.:R. f_T\\·1x oF J . .\ltES.) 

:\Iarjcry ..:\lcxandcr \\·as born {)ct. ;. I8oj; 1narried 
Thontas J. 1-larriinan in Quincy. l ). l·Ic \\·as a 111illcr 
by tra<lc, and fur 111anr years justice of the peace: be
longed to the ulll \Yhig partr. I le died at Quincy in 
1841. and is buried there. lla.rjcry lh·cd a \\·ido,\· fur 
47 rears. on the olc.l borncstcad in Quincr. \\"ith her 
daughter :\Iartha anc.l her son I-:d\\·ard. She outlh·cc.l 
all her hrotht.·rs and sisters . .:\ft~r a noble life she dil.·d 
at a good old age. St'pt. 5. 18~~- She \\·as a llcthodist. 



She is buried in the Ilt:\\. cemetery at C)uinC\·. She \\·a.--. - - .. 
the mother of cle\·cn children. viz: .-\bbot .-\ .• Rachel 
.-\., :\lal}· J .• Olh·er P .• Thomas J., llartha. Jan1c:s 1-:. 
and four \\·ho· died in infancv. not na111ed. -

1. -ABBOT Al.f:X.\XDER H.-\RRlll.:\X 
married llan· Barnard: is a merchant. and ha.~ been -
sheriff. The\· arc llcthodists. and reside at (iolaid. -· "'f ex. Thq· ha,·c thrt..ac children. \"iz: 1-:LLEX, CLYDE 
and 11 .. \K\·. 

l. R..\CHl-:1. .\XX H.\RRlll.-\X 
died ~inglc at about forty y .... ~rs of age. 

_1.--llARY J.\XI=: H.-\RRl:\L\X 
died at t\\·o years of age. 

-1. OLIVJ-:R PERRY 11.\RRlll.\X 
also died in infanc,·. -

5. ·rHc):\1.-\S JJ-:Fl .. 1-:RSOX 11.-\RRlll:\X 
n1arricd llatilda ()a\·is in Kansas. l~c is a farn1cr an,1 
they lh·c at 1-:mporia. Kan. They ha\·c t\\"o children, 
vi1.: ll.\k\. J.,x1-:. \\·ho is n1arricd to a cattle dealer and 
lh"es at J-:n1poria: JosF.PH 1-:n,\".\kl>. single. 

f>.---ll .. -\RTHA H.-\RRlllAX 
1narricd Charles llcKinncy ~o\·. 4, 1861. at Quincy. (). 
He \\·a.~ a f arn1cr. and the)· belonged to the ll c:thodist 
church. 11c \\·as a soldier in the union anu,·. front the • 
effects of ,,·hich he died )larch 10. 186~. The,· lla"l - . 
t\\·o children. both of "·hom died in infanc\·. not nan1c<.l • .. 
llartha. the ,,·ido\\·. has c,·cr since li,·cd at the old 
homestead in Ouinc,·. took care of her mother until - -her dc,1th. and keeps h( ,use for hc.. .. r brotht:r r:d\\·ard. 

;.-J .. ~l[ES Ell\\".\RI> 11.-\RRlllAX 

·has alw,lvs resided at Ouinc,·. 011 the old bonu.-stca<l. .. - -
He ,,·ith his brothers ·rhotnas and .. \bbot \\·ere sol<lic:rs 
in the union anu,·. I {c rccci,·cd a Wolnul for \\·hich he 

• 
dra,\·s a pension. I-le is a 111crchant anti a bachelor. 
rt·siding \\"ith his ,,·ido,,·ed sister lla.rth,L 
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i ITH.- 14:l)\V.:\RI) ~\I..J~X.:\XIJf.:R. 
\\·as born in Cha111paign county, (> •• .-\ug. 8. 1:k>g. 1-Ic 
\\·ith SODlC of his younger brothcr:i and sisters ,,·ere left 
orphans after the death of his father and n1_otbcr. lie 
\\·as .. rh·en a ,rood bon1c in a fan1ih· n"-~r b,·. b\· the h h ., ., ,, 

nan1c of Ste\\·art, and aftcn\·arJs married in the fan1il\· • ., 

Jan. 30. 1:-C34. to l~li7.ahcth Stc,\·art. She \\"a-; born Sept. 
26, UC15. In the fall of 1S3j they nu.,vcd. in co111pany 
,,·ith his brothl·r Robert. the t\\"o fan1ilic..~ taking all 
tht.~· had "·ith tben1. to l~lkhart count,·, Ind .• \\·hc..~c 

., -
they stopped until Feb .• ·-~~- ·rhcncc they n1oved to 
\\.ells count,·, Ind., then a llC\\. and almost unsc..-ttlcd ,, 

countn·. ,,·here the\· each entered a tract of cro\·crnn1cnt - ,, ~ 

land a-. a ho1ncstcad; these tu·o tracts being only- a half 
1nilc and a n1ilc f ro1n tbc birth place and old ho111c of 
the \\·ritcr. It is peculiarly fitting that ,,·c d\\·cll a li_ttlc 
longer upon this localit)" and upon the surroundings in 
connection \\"ith the biography of this fan1ily. "'fhc old 
school house grounds. kno,,·n fro111 tbat tinu: to tliis 
as the ".-\lexandcr school house:· \\·a.'i located on the 
corn~rs. and on the line bct\\·een these two tracts of 
land entered b,· Robert and r:clward .. \lcxandcr. in • 
Jackson township. in this early Jay. ·rhe first school 
building. as ,,·ell renu:1nbcrt.·d by the ,,·ritcr. ,,·as a rude. 
hc\\·cd log structure. with benches for seats. 111ac.lc of 
sn1all lugs split in hah·cs. \\"ith four \\·oo<lcn legs in each 
_bench. The \\·riting desks \\·ere n1ade of broad, thick. 
split boards. pinned to the \\·all. slanting slightly <lo,,·11-
\\clrd. . The root \\"as 1nadc of clapboards. Sc,·cral 
years aftcn,·ards. at a spelling school one night. the 
bu\"S tniscbic,·ousl \" thrc,\· fire 011 the ruof of this old-. ... 

f ashioncd building. f ron1 \\"hich it took fire :ind burned 
to ashc:;. In this old log building the ,,·ritcr hereof 
lcan1t:d to spell. rc..·ad and ,,·rite. It ,,·as soon replaced 
hr a fran1c building. \\·hich stood for n1anr years, \\·hen 
it ,,·as rl·ntn\·ctl. and no,,· a suhstant ial brick structure: 
stands in its place, un the sanu: olc.l cherished spot of 



J:/tJf ll:«l l'I/ 1 ". 

ground. \\·here boys an<l girls still gatlu.~ to study and 
play at the .:\lcx:tndt-~ school house. The old ho111c
stcad of l:nclc Ed .• ( as \\·c called hint.) adjoins the 
school ground. 1-lis old house ,vas just 1; n1ile distant . 
.:\ \\"ord in description of its fan1iliar surroundings: It 
had 1r.any land n1arks. si_n1p!c. plain and old-fashioned. 
such a.~ the s,\·ccp-polc ,,·ell. \\·ith ··the old oaken buck
et. the :ron-bound bucket. the n1<,ss-co\·ercd buckcf· 
that bun~ in it: the 111ilk hous~ near by it: the barn
yard and garden: and then the fields \\·ith straight. high 
rail f cnccs around thc111. clear of \\·ccds and rubbish. 
the even ro,\·s of corn. spaced jt=st four feet and no 
n1orc---and scldotn ,,·as the rit:ld greater in the country 
than in these ficids. In the spring- out on the green 
pastures near by the house ,,·ere the big fat cah·cs and 
the playing lan1bs: then in the barn-r, •t \\·ere the big 
and little hogs. either \\"bite or black. and the best 
blood the country could produce. t:ncle 1-:d. took 
great pride in sho\\"ing his stock and grain. and a..~scrl
ing \·cry firn1ly that his \\·as second to none in the 
country. He dealt in quality more than tJuantity. llis 
f arn1ing ,,·as on a s111all scale. but ,,·as done at the right 
ti111c and in ·the rir:ht \\·ay. 1-lc ah,·ays had good. big, 
fat hon;cs and good producing 1nilch co,\·s. lie ,,·oul<l 
ha,·c the best or none. He took life cas,·. and ,,-,L~ al--\\·ars read}.; \\"ith a dry joke. In disposition l~d"·arc.l 
-~\lcxan<lcr ,,·as 4uick-tcn1pc..·rcd and alln\\·cd no tnan tu 
insult hint. or to ··cross his path:· He \\·as strong. n1g
gcd aiul outspoken. and \\"t>uld ti~ht quickly for his 
country· or his charcLctcr. In stature he ,,·as broad and 
square shouldered. and of n1cdiu111 hci~ht. He \\"as &l 

great trader. and ,,·as quite succ~ssf ul~ I le \\·as an 
cxccll'-·nt 1uarks1nan. anti perhaps found his greatest 
dcli~ht. in the early days. in hunting wiid gainc. i-:,·cn 
in his old days fc,,· y, ttttl~'-!r 111..:n could carry a,,·ay 
n1orc prizes fnr tnark shooting. I-le ,,·as ah,-ays a 
staunch Rl·puhlican. hut a tncnthc..·r of nn chur~h. I h ... 
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died in 1-Iarch, 1 ~84, of cancer in the throat, and is bur
ied at .-\sburr Chapel, nt..~r his ol<l hninc. 1-Iis \\·ifl.", 
·• .:\unt Hetty.·• as she i~ kno\\·n. lh·cs \\·ith their youn~
<..~t child, .:\bbot. on the old honu ... ~tc...'":id. She is a n1cn1-

. her of the Christian church. She has long been kno,\·11 
for bcr kind and generous influence~. and deeds of 
charity among tho~c ,,·ith "·hom she ha~ li\·cd. ·r o 

thc1n \\·ere horn ten children. the oldest dying in inf an
C\ •• not n,uned. 'fhc\· raised nine. all of \\"hon1 arc still - -
lh·ing and ha\·c familic..-s. viz: llary Jan\!, Serena. Per-
ry. :\largcry. llarscllcs. Conunodorc. ( >Ih·c. Xancy and · 
.:\bhot. 

1. ~I.\RY J.\S'I-: .-\1..f:XAXI>J-:R 
\\·as born ()ct.;. 1~35: n1arrie<l \\.illia1n Purdue. a 1nin
i~tcr. a farn1cr. and of late years a fn1it ~rro,,·cr. 'fbcy 
ha\·e hac.l four children. t\,·o boy~ and t\\·o girls. I .. JTII.\ 

81-:1.1.1-:. died in infancy: second. dead born: lii.:R·rn~. 
died at six years of age: C.\l.\·1~. lh·ing \\·ith his par
ents, and studying 1ncdicinc. They reside at \ \·arrcn. 
Ind .• and arc ltuitc influential and ,,·ell-to-do citizens. 
They belong to the Christian church. 

2.- -SERJ-:X..\ Al..1-:X.:\XllER 
,,·as born l)ec. 23. 183j; 111arricd 1;:1ias lloJlin. She 
,,·as for111crly a school teacher.. I ·le is a farn1cr, and 
the\· r~-sidc in (irant count,·. Ind. The\· ha,·c one sun. • • • 
\\·11.Ll.:\lol, a school teacher, :?-I year~ of age. \\"ho resides 

· in (irant count,· also. "fhc,· arc \\"cslc,·an llcthodist:,;. 
• • • 

. . 3.--ll.-\RGERY .\I.I·:X.:\XllER 
\\·:1s ·born Jan. 23. 1 ~40: tnarril·cl l~lijah • \lspach. I I c 
died ()ct. 5, '86. front thl .. effects of an injury recch·ed 
\\·hilc a soldier in the union arn1,·. I-Ii~ \\·ido\\0 li\·cs un • 
their \\·ell intpro,·l·tl farn1 in \\"ell:,; count)". near Kl·r-
stonc. Hoth ,,·crl." n1c1Uhl·rs of tht: \rc:slc,·a.11 :\lcthuc.I-

• 
i~t church. l'"hc, .. raised two children. ,·i1.: lL\k\" 1~1.11.-

• 
. \ln::·rn. died .\u~. I, 'X6, a~~·d rq years: I•:,-.\ .\(iX[•:.-.. 1s 

)"Cars of a~c: and lh·cs with hl·r nu,thl·r. Elijah :uul 
Eli7.ahcth ar~· huric,l at .\shurr <..:hapl·l ccntl·t~·ry. 



Wlhanging in the.·balance. · ,.._ mr 
-~er But far more county chair- grc 
ab men were reelected than \\·ere ter 

defeated in the reorganization baf 
~a- ; r, \Continuea on pale four). ? 

:~ o41r' I)¥.~ 1i,; lfbY._ = s 111e en1p1e1on :i 
~d o· 1 H • 1 1 lag 
!Ct 1es a -.osc!,a r:: 
1e ~ abc 
· to Mrs. Ollie A. Templeton, 79, airs 
01- wife of 0. E. (Ervin) Templeton. wit 
,bs Hartlord City grocer, 311 south 'I 
at Jefferson street, died at 4:00 p.m. the 

!Id Saturday. at the Blackford county sin, 
~to hospital \\·here she had been a pa- U .S 

tient five weeks. Her death was var 
~ due to complications. 107 
:; Mrs. Templeton was a member aoo ,o- o~ Grace l\Iethodist church. this at~ 

city. "· at 
The body is at the Richman- C13 

llarkin Funeral Home. \\·here hou 
friends may call pending funeral uiD 
services. to · 

The final rites ,viii be conduct- ma 
ed at the mortuary chapel at 2:00' Tn 

5 
p.m., Tuesday. with the Rev. Shel- T 
don Duecker otiiciatin:. Burial 
will be made in the Asbury ceme-

I) tery. nine miles north 0£ Hartford '1 
se City, OD Ind. 3 . .I. 
11_ Surviving other than the hus-
"s hand. are one son. H. Clare Tem- BJ 
ie pleton. of Fremont. Neb.: a daugh- 1 
iy ter, Mrs. Mildred Glenn. of Hunt- thE 
. ington. Ind.: four grandchildren to" er and four great-grandchildren. and . ~ 
a one sister. l\Irs. \Villiam H. •Essie> f:U.: . or Cline. of near l\lontpelier. , 
A, Born in ,vells county. 2~-2 miles 
L'S north of Roll. l\Irs .. Templeton was 
~- a daughter of Commodore and pt 

Frances Runkle Alexander. She 
er was united in marriage to l'lr. ~~ 

Templeton at Bluffton on August pr 
:ly 23. 1904. , 
;h- l\lrs. Templeton had been a life as 
I., resident of \Veils and Blackford or 
~¼ co.unties. J ~_ti, , E sa 

:. rt-e-. ,u:zw-~ 0; ..,. .- -----&.- <'-L--1 -a. · 
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,i.- PERRY ALEXAXDER 

was born ilarch 14, 18.µ; He married first Elsie: Roby; 
lived at Bluffton9 Ind.. and raised . t\\"O children. ,·iz: 
SAMUEL ll., about 25 ye~ of age. and is in business 
at Fort \\:-a,·ne, Ind. GERTkUDE E. is married and also ... 
lives at Fort \\·avne. Perrv re-married in la\.· count,·, ,, - - . . 
Ind., to Jennie )Iorrical. and they li\·e near Portland. 
Ind .. and hav-e one child. He is engaged in the stock 
business. 

~- ~1.-\RSELLES .~LEX..\~DER -
was born .;\ug. 11. 1844; married first i.:mily Kc:lly, and 
thC\· bad t\\"O children, \·iz: CH.-\RLES V .• died at two 

• 
yea.rs ot age: \VALTEK 1-: .• died at one year of age. 
Xear the same time his \\·ifc died, and all three are hur
ried at .~sbury Chapel, near his fathcr·sold·homestead. 
His second \\"ife was 1.-aura Spaulding. They had ~ne 
child. LAt:R.\ jA:sE. who is lj years of age and li\"CS 
with her father. Second \\·ife also died, and is buried 
near )Iontpelier. Ind. He married thirdly llrs. Kirtg. 
They li,,.ed near Bluffton. Ind~. ,,·here they had three 
children. ,·iz: ~El .. LIE. JoH~ and Pt:ARL: ages 10. 8 and 
6 respecti\·ely. The mother died in September. 1891. 
He with their children li,·c on their \Paluable fam1 near 
Bluffton. Ind. I-le is engaged in the stock bu~iness 

6. --COlililODORF. .Al..EX..\'SI>E R 
wa~ born l[arch 13, 1 R4j: married Francis Runkle. and 

· the)· li\·c con1fortablr on their little farn1 adjoining hi~ 
father's ho111estead •. 'To then1 ha,·e been born se,·c-11 
childr~n. six lh·ing and one dead, ,·iz~ E,·Etu•:·r B .. 
PEARL (i.. (, t,,·in. dead.·, ~ ..\:SC\" r:.. Otl \·E. FKA~K B. 
and a baby ho}·· ranging in ages front l ~ years to six· 
n1onths. respecth·ely. Cnn1n1ndorl· a11d his \\"ife belong 
to the Christian church . 
• ;.--OLIVE .\LEX.-\SDER 
\\"as born lh1y 20. 1K50; tnarriccl Jonas \\9. (iriffith, a 
carpenter and contractor. They belong to tbe Chris
tian church. and rcsidl" in their heautiful littlt_1 hon1c :it 

• 
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\Varren, Ind. Thev ha\·e three children. \·iz: CI .. .\k..\ -~f., 1':TTA LEOTA and PERR\. ~\l"STJX, ag<..~ 19, lj and 13 
respecti\·cly .. 

8.---X.\XCt E. AI..EX.:\XDER 
\\"as born .. \ug. I 1, 1853: married George J.:Ii in ·s4. and 
they· have a fine home in :\Iontpclicr, Ind .• \\"here George 
is engaged in the grocery business .. Thcr ha,·c had t\\·o 
children. ,·iz: CLIFFORD K ... died at the age of 3}~ 
yt.-ars; and liable I~ .• born Sept .. , '91. Xancy· bcl,,ngs 
to the llcthodi~t church .. 

CJ.· -.\BBC>T .\I...EX.-\:SI>ER 
\\·a.~ born Sept .. 13, 1S5j; married Catharine Sn1ithgall. 
and they ha,·c t\\"o children. \·iz: ll \"~TLI-:, i years old. 
and Cl .. .:\R.\ .. \ •• t\\"o rears of age.. They reside at the 
old bo1ncstead in \\"ells county, Ind .... and arc \\"cll-to-
do farn1crs. · 

llarscilc..-s and Perr,· . \lcxandcr \\·ere both ,·oluntccr -
soldiers in the union arin,·.. Con1nic,dorc is considcra--blJ,• abo,·c the a,·cragc size of n1cn. being full ~ix feet 
and t\\·o inches in height. 

1nn.-P'ETr:R \V ... \I.1-:Xi\XDl-:R. 
Peter • .\.lcxandcr ,,·as born in Sc:"pt .• 1N11. He \\·as 

but a young lad \\·hen left :in orphan, and \\"as gh·cn a 
good hon1c ,,·ith his brother Robert until he bccan1e a 
111an. l~c \\·as tall and tnanl\"; hi~ hair \\"as red. and in . . 
disposition it is said he ,,·as an1iablc and good. I-le 
111arricd Rebekah R,indall. of Quincy. t)hio, ,vho ,,·as 
about ninl" nr ten years his junior. anc.l to tht:111 \\"Crt.· 

born t\\"o children at (Juinc,·. ,·iz: :\L\K"CIX I .. CTHEK and - -
ll..\R\" JA~t-:. Peter <lied at (Juincr July 4. 1K51. and he· 
i~ buried at Indian Crt"t:k ccrnc..·tc·r,·. near wbcrc he died . . 
• \bout sc,·t:n \·c:1rs later his ,,·ic.lu,,· 111arri~c.l Cah·in l·I. 

• 
Cornell. a shoctnakc.r. I le died rcccnth·, and she is • 
still li\"inJ{ in thl·ir little hon1c a.t Quincy .. The 111uth~r • 
... \unt Hccky ... as she is fa1uiliarly kno\,·n. is a bri~ht 
and plc:1sant old ladr to c,111\"l•rsl· \\"ith. and [u,·cs tu talk 
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about the rclath·c~ of her first husb~1nd. of ,,·hon1 her 
recollections arc quite \·h·id; and it is ,,·ith plca.-;urc 
and delight that she \\·clcon1cs any of thcn1 to her ho111c. 

1.- ~lARY J_.:\XI·: .\I.EX.\Xl>ER. 
their first child. ,,·,L-; born ()ct. 9. 1S43; n1arricd Ed,\·in 
Cox. a railroad cngin~cr. She belongs to the llctbod
ist church, anti th\!,. rc...;idc at x~,\·ark. (). The,· ha\·c - .• 
had t,\·cl\·c children. all of ,,·horn arc dc~d but: on~ .. 
"'fhcir n;uncs arc a.'i follo,\·s. to ,,·it: Hradlc,·. c died -
young;) Roy. f_ died at 6 years;, l~ffic. t died at 1; 
}·cars:·) Jessie. C died in infancy:> Xclli-.:. \ li,·ing. aged 
about l j:) t\\ru pairs of t\\·ins. I all di~c.1 in infancy. not 
na111cd:) Clarence. ( died at 2 ,·car.;;:·, Can·. t died cLt 12 

. - - . 
• years of age:) the last t>nc dead born .. 

l. llARTI~ 1 .. 1 "TilER .\1..1-:X.A~l>ER 
the second child·of Peter. \\·as horn at Quincy. 0., Jan. 
13. ·1~46. \\;here he lh·cd ,,·ith his n1otb\!r until '61. ,,:hcn 
be n1c)\·cd to Io,,·a. \\·here he \\·orkcd on a farin until 
Feb. '6~. I le then enlisted in tile 9th lo\\·a infantry 
a~d ~n·cd \lndcr Gen. Sbcnn:in during the rc1naindcr 
of tile \\·ar. I le n1arried Xanc,· 1-:. Johnson. of I lan1-

~ ... 
ilton caunty. Io,,·a. on June 14. 186..~. To tbcn1 ha,·c 
been born t\,·ch·c children. clc,·cn of \\·hon1 arc still 
lh·in~. ranging in ages front 23 to~ year~. rcspccti,·cly. 
TI1cir na1ncs arc as foilo,,·s. to wit: John P ... Jacob \r .. 
Je11nit.· :\I., f died at 4 years·, 14:Ila l •.. :\Iartin D ... Charles 

. \\· .• Rilla B .• .:\rchic I •. , Orlcv and ( )r\·~I. ( t\\·ins ·, :Eli1.a . . 
1~. and i.:stclla B. They arc all living at ho1ne \\"ith 
their• parents on their fann near :\ddiMn1, 11 u111bolc.lt 
c.>uat,·. I o\\·a • 

• 
1·his cotnplctcs the bio~rraphy of Jan1cs and ::\Iargcry 

.:\lcxandcr and their t,,·ch·c children. cn1bracin~ all c,f 
their dt.·scctulants do,,·n to the present ti1nc. a."i fully as 
\\"C in all our researches ha,·c been able to n1akc it. ex
cept the f:unily of 1ny ~~uulfathcr. Robert .:\lcxantlcr. 
\\·ho. as alrcac.h· stated, tnarricd llan· \\"ilkinson. anc.l . -
her bio~rntphy ,,·ill nt·xt h(: ,,·rittcn. 



In the year about lj50 an aristocratic young n1an 
hr the nan1c of Joseph \Vilkinson cainc fron1 l~urupc 
to .. ..\mcrica. to sec the new \\''Orld. expecting soon to 
return. \Ve first learn of hint in \·irginia, \\·here he fell 
in lo\·c \\"ith a girl by the name of Polly J lollins\\·orth.• 
\\·hon1 he aftcr,,·ards n1arricd. ~\ftcr he bccan1c an old 
man he inherited a fortune in the old countr,·. I·! i~ -
friends thought him too old and infirm to go after it, 
' llonc\· in tbosc davs had to be brou•7ht over the wa-\ ., - ~ 

tcrs in gold. or coin of some kind.) and no ,·es.~l of 
that day n1ade a ,·oyagc in less than six n1onths. So 
they hired a 1nan to go after this fortune.. 11 c lif tcd 
the n1onc\· and \\·as nc,·cr heard of aftcn,·ards.. lt \\·as .,, 

thou~ht that he \\·as ship,,·rcckcd or died in son1c other 
,,·a,·. as be ne,·cr returned . 

• 
The abo\~e sketch and infonnation of the origin 

of our \\.ilkinsons in this countn.· is furnished b\· 
• • 

one Joseph \rilkinson. no,\· rc;;iding at Pc1ubcrton. 
near Quincy. 0. ()ur infom1ant i:; a 111an 65 or jO years 
of age.. He is \\·calthy and quite generous: is a n1c1n
bcr of the Baptist churcl1, and donates thou~"lnds of 
dollars for the b~ncfit of churches and \·arious bcnc,·
olcnces. He is \ridcly kno\\"11 ,L"" a good and influential 
n1an. I-It: is 111arricd to his second \\·ifc:. I Iis father 
,,·a.~ one Thon1as \\-ilkin~on. \\·ho lh·ed anti died on In
dian creek. near thcrr. It is said also b,· our infonuant .. 
that fron1 tht." car!r fan1ily of Jos~ph \\"ilkinson. :L"" 
ah<)\·c- related. all our \\.ilkinsons spran~. I lo\\"c\·cr. 
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he docs not scen1 to kno\\" just ,,·hat relation .:\sahcl 
\\rilkinson, ( \\·ith \\·lton1 \\"C \\"ill bc~in our \\.ilkinson 
biography.·, \\"a" to this fan1ily . 

.:\S. \11 l~L. \\"'11 ... KI X!"\()X • 
.:\sahcl \\"ilkinson \\"a"i horn in I larrison count\·. \ .. a .• -

Sept. 16 •. ljj6. lie 1narried fi~t Charity Ra~r.in. about 
I i92: and \\"ith her and eight children he mo,·cd and 
settled in .:\dan1s tn,\·11ship, Champaign county. ( > .• in 
1811: the first permanent ~ttlcr. in the to,,·nship. ju~t 
before the ,,·ar of 1812. The \\·ildcrncss \\·as then 
s\\·arn1in:,: ,,·ith Indians and ,,·ild gan1e of all kinds. 
The bear \\·a~ 1uorc con1mon then than squirrels arc 
no\\". It is said of .-\sahcl that it \\·a.-; not uncomm,>n 
for hi1n to go out and kill a bear bet,)re brcakfa"t• and 
that often he captured the cub bears after killing .the 
old one. and raised them about tbe house as famil\· -pets. l\lartha l~stlack. a grand-daughter. still li\·ing at 
Quine)·.()., tells of often hearing her grandfather speak 
of his hunting and \\·ilc.l ach·cnturc \\"ith \\·ild animals. 
and of the cunnini~ of the young cub bears. ho,\· :hey 
carried clothing. hats and household articles and hid 
tl1cn1 a\\·ay in lo~s and stu111ps. as carefully as if don~: 
by hu1n:in hands. In this connection I copy a bit of 
history furnishl!d me hr n1y .·\unt RachC'l Sparr. of 
lluncic. Ind .. concerning the early li\·cs of .\sahcl \\.il-

•kinson and his \\·ifc. ~he s,l\·s: -·':\ly grandfather on 111~· n1othc:r·~ side • .A~ahel \\"ilkin~on. \\"a~ 
of I-:ngli~h d~cent. He was not a 111~111hcr of an:-, church. He 
was a rough backwood~111m1 and ddight~d in hunun~ the "·ild 
g-.i.n1e of \\·hich the country then ahoundt.acl. Thi:; wa. ... true both 
in \·irJinia and Ohio. Ha: was a soldit:r in the war of 1811 and 
llp and had ntan~· narrow ~t.·apes for his life! front the Indian~. 
He: lo,·ed in his old da,·s to tell of hi:4 ti~hts \\"ith the b~:1r. the - . 
1.a.ntlu:r and other wild and Scn·:1;.:c anin1als. He: w:1~ one of \"ir-
J.rini;t·s tall. slender ~on:,.. :t 111an of great cnduranrc and courage. 
and \\"ith a will like iron. He "·as atnply ~uit~d to the frontier 
life of bi::,. day. (;randn1othcr·s 111aidcn n:uuc \\".tS Ra1,,r.1.n. She 
\\"'.ts of ~,~,td1 d1..~t·cnt. and a ~ruall. qui~t. Chri~tian woinan. ~l 
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member of the Xew Light church. and died a Christian • .-\ug. 16. 
1819- (:;randfather re-n1arried Feb. 8. 1821, to Xancy ·ri1,ton. 
(ja111est a good Chri.~tian won1a.n. C ;randfather wrote: 111c a letter 
when he wa~ in hi~ Soth year. In that he said: 'I don·t belong 
to any church but I l~a.\·e lwu ~ns pr"'9a~hing- in the enitnl Bn.-th
rc:n church." He ~ays he wanL~ tu n1~t all hi~ friend~ i11 hea,·en: 
~ys his n1ind is nearly gone. "·hich hi .. l~tter clc:arl~· :.how~. The 
date 0£ this lettt..,. is 18;;. at Chan1paign rounty. ( )hio. 

I al:i11 copy here a sketch upon the life of ..-\sahcl 
\\.ilkinson front one of his grandsons. J. I I. \\.ilkinson. 
no\\" a pro1nincnt la,\·ycr of \\·ashingt:011. IJ. C . 

.. 'Saturc had de:--tined hiin for a bunter •• L"' was seen .by hi~ C<•n
~tant trip; to the fort.-st in :oiea:-ch of ~am.:. \\.hen c1uitc yuun;{ 
he \\"as 1narri~d tn Charity k.a~an. t·p to the yc:ar of 181 I their 
union had been blcs:-ed \\·ith ei;.:ht childrt:n. :\laking- a lh·in,: in 
\·irc,:inia \\":ts at that time a difficult ta:-k. and the outlook for tlH.· 
futur~ \\"•L" dark and gloom}·- ·c ;o to C >hio=· wa~ the·fa\"oritc cry 
of the \·ir::inians. and as n1any othl"r:- did go. \\.ilkin:-on rinall~· 
c-;u11c.· tu a dt.-ci:;1on in 181 I. and accon1panic:d h:!-· his f.tn1il}· and 
~e\·er;af neighborin;: fan1ilie~. staned on his Jcmmey. t·1, to this 
tinu: the axe of the ~turd~· pioneer had not been 11pliftcd again~t 
the: trc~~ c,f th~ for¢.'ts of .-\dan1s tt•"·n~r.ip. t:ba1111.t.lign county. 
( >hio. but this year n1arked the arrh·ai of the tirst actual settlt-r 
in the 1•~~,n of .-\s."lhel \\.ilkin~n. who :-etth.·d in Section 1-1. lie 
cnten."<l !fro acres of the ~cction and p.,id for it with tht: pn11"ct:ds 
obtain'-"<l thruu,:11 th~ ~ale of fu~. l )n this land were lct<"at~"tl ~ul
pln1r ~prin,:~~ \\"hich wc:r~ notrtl b~- the: Indian~ as c~ontaining 11u:
dicinal ,,rop~r:ic~. ·rhe~- uf:.t.·n c:ongr .... ,:-1:cd hc.·re to lu:;1I their 
~ick. and al~ to indulge in ~huotin~ 1mttch~. \\.hen \\"ilkin~un 
arri\·ed hen: he ~ecn:ted his c."a~h pn~~~:o-ion~. which :an1011nt~I 
to snn1e $200 in ~ih·er. in a ~tun11• near one of the ~prin;..rs.. This 
~-ilnup "·a-- s~lc.."t·tt."C.l as :1 t:1~e: by the red :;kin~ durin,: one c,[ 

their exp~itions. \\.ilkinson bdn;: :tway front borne. his wife 
r~.1r~d the nu;ney would he dis,·on.·n-d and carried ulT b~- the 
~harp-:-lmob:rs. hut fortunatdy her '-\·or~t tean. ,,·ere not rcaliZt."tl. 
On tbi, f:1nu w:is en.·c.·tt:c.l :1. hind~ lum,e d1.1r1n~ tht: Indian trouh
k~. \\.ilkin:-on \\"as ori friend!~- tcnns with a number of the s.1,·- · 
ag~. but w:1s iu ... c:t·un.· front tlto~c umu"llttaintcc.l with hint. The 
latt~r arran~l·d tu :ttt:1rk tht." ~~ttll·n- in thi-- nti,:hhnrho<Kl on :t 
certain night. \\-ilkinson was :t(l(•ri:-~d of thi~ intended ruas~acn· 
In· ~onte of bis du~k,· fri~nc.ls. and \\·ith his nci:,:hbon- and tln·ir . -
f:uuiliL-s ~tr1..·akd tu tht• fort. Tiu.·~- rc111:iinl.9ll tht."rc- fur ,c,·~ral 
d:,~·s. but their ntltin~ r~n1:1inc.-d unutnlt.-:,.tt.•d. The intenda.l :il
t:trk h:id hl•cn ab:uulonl-c.l hy its 1•n1jt-rtu~. \\·c ha\·~ ,·:1rril·ll 
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the reader back ,-om: ti,:e or six year:i beyond the era of the first 
st:ttlement. lJ pon returning to the staning point \\"e find that 
\\.ilkinson \\"as the only pc:mianent settled resident up to 1812 

and I]. During the first years of the tow-nship organization he 
"·as elected constable. This position he held for founccn years. 
By his death .-\dams township \\"3.~ bereft of her fin.--t settler and 
one of h~ n1ost influential citizens:· 

:\sahcl \\"ilkinson died Feb. 23, 1861.on bis old place 
four miles south of Quincy. \Vherc he had lh·ed for 50 
years. The burial ground kno\,·n as the \\"ilkinson 
cemetery is on this place. \\"here he \\"ith his t,vo \\"h·cs. 
Charit\" and Xanc,·. are buried. 1-Iis second \\"ifc died ., ., 

()ct. I 5. 1860.. lie had t,,·cl,·c children \\"ith his first 
\\·ife and two ,vith his second \\"ifc. n1aking iourteen in 
all, \"iz: llary. t Polly·, \\·.illiam. Jacob. Thomas • .:\sa
hel. Joseph. John G., Sarah. Xanc}·. l~cnl}· H ... :Elia 
and lit.-ts,·. Front his second ,,·ifc Jan1cs and .Asahcl. • ... . 

~
IST.-~li\R\. \\~11 ... KIXSOX. 

llary \\:-ilkinson. my grandmother. •· Poll}·.as she ,,·as 
fa1niliarl,· kno,,·n.·, \\·as born in Harrison countv. \·a .• ., . ... 
Oct. 11, 1;93. She mo\·cd ,,·ith her parents to Cham-

. 

paign county \\·hen a young girl. ..\fter her mother's 
death she took charge of the hon1e for her father. She 
was an exen1plary- girl. in disposition and character. 
and it is said ,,·as grcatlr admired and Io,·ed by both 
her O\\"n n1othcr and step-mother. .:\t the age of 29 
she tnarricd. Further on ,,·c ~hall take up her life 
\\·here \\"C no\,. lca,·c it, and follo\\· it to her death. 

2n.-\\:-II .. I ... I1\lI \\"I I.KI XS(>X. 
\\.illiant \\"ilkinson ,,·ns born in 1-Iarrison count,·. \"a.. . . . 

Feb. 25, 1 ;9~. l·lc \\·as first 111arricd to Jane Standage, 
at \Vest 1.ibcrt\·. (). The,· 1110,·cd near Benton. Elk-. -
bart county, Ind., \\·here be acquired a large tract of 
land. o,·cr a thousand acrl.'"S. lying in \\·bat i~ kno,\·n as 
the Elkhart \·alley. lie there bcca1nc quite \\·calthr. 
and ,vas al~, a proruincnt la\,·ycr. l~c \\·as n1arricd to 
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a second ,vife. and Ii,red to be quite old. He had a 
large family. only four of v.rhose names \\·e ha\·e been 
able to find. viz: \Villiam. James. Thoma~ S. and ~ta!'),·. 

r.-\VILLl.~11 \VII.KIXSOX. JR. 
mo,·ed to California in an early day. and nothing fur
ther is kno,\"'n of him. (James and \\"illiam \\·ere twins.) 

2.-JAl\lES \\"'ILKIXSOX 
mo,·ed to California in an earl}· day. and nothing fur
ther is kno\\·n of him. 

J. ---THOl\1.-\S S. \VILKIXSllX 
was first a school teacher in Ohio. and moved to Cali
fornia in 1849. He was first engaged in mining there. 
and then in merchandising. and now o,vns a large ranch 
near Sacramento. and is also the o,\·ner of the .r\meri
can Eagle hotel in that city. He has ·al\\"ays been 
kno\\·n for his energy, courage and excellent manhood. 
He is a man of great influence. \\·ell known and highly 
respected. \Ve regret not to be able to give particulai:s 
regarding his family; we kn9w· nothing of them further 
than that he married a bright and intelligent girl. a 
school teacher. from Indiana. near his father's home. 
a short time after going to California. 

~ -l\lARY \\,.ILKl~SOS 

111arriecl a n1an b\· the nan1e of H avnes. and thev rcsid-- . .. 
c:d near Chillicothe. 0. 

This meager sketch of \\.illian1 \l"ilkinso11 anJ fa111ily 
is all \\-~ k no\\· of them. 

c::f·?.:; .-

3i>.- J . .\C()B \\.Il .. KIXS< >X. 
Jacob \Vilkinson \\·as born in Harrison county. \··a .• · 

Feb. 15. 1 i~- \ \.hilc a young boy he:: \\·as s~olen by. 
the Indians, and ,,·a.~ \\·ith the111 until ht· could speak 
their lanbruagc. \\·hich he ne,·cr forg, ,t. Ht: \\·as after
\\-ards ntarried and lived in Indiana. \\·here thcv both . 
died. ( Place not gh·en. ·, ·rhey hacl ont· sun. .:\ftcr 
their deaths. at the settlen1t'nt of their ~-state. he could 
not ht: found. so it ,,·as 

0

ht·lie,·ctl that he ,,·as dead also. 
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4T11.- TIil >lL\S \\.11 ... 1,l:X~<)X. 
Tbo111a-; \\.ilkinson was born in l1arri~on count,·. \·a. -

:\larch I 5. 1Soo. I le n1arricd fir~t a lliss Jackson. 
about l ~24. from \\. hon1 he had four children~ 11 is sec
ond \\·ifc \\·as Charit,· Cisco. b\· \\·bon1 he had sc\·cn . . 
children. ·rhc\· li\"cd at 1-1 untcrto,\·n. ..:\llcn Co .• Ind:. -
on a f:1m1. ,vhcrc ·rhotnas died and ,\·as buried. in 1~S1 

or~.?. 11is \\·iclo\\· aftcn\·ards ·n10,·cd to Fort \\·a~·ne. -
\\"here she still li\·cs ,,·ith her youngest daughter. (_)f 

the first ~t of children the oldest is: 
1. POLI..\"' .\XX \\.11 .. KIXSOX. 

She married first l{ol,crt Xorcro~s. an<l the\· had t\\"o .. 
children. In 1848 or 49 her ht.:sband stancJ for Cali-
fornia and died on the road. 11 er second husband \\·a-; 
1-:lisha Kiser. ~he is no\\· a "·ido\\· 66 years of age and 
li\.l."S near Ouinc,·. < >. - -

l. \\.11..1.1.-\ll \\.11 .. KIXSt>X 
n1arricd and bad or.c child: lh· ... ~ at "fippccanoc. () . . 

;. El.17.AUF.TH \\.11.KIXSOX .. 
inarricd Pcrrr Hcnnctt. She died young. lca\·ing t,,·o 
children. 

. ,i. - JESSI•: \\.11.1\:l~SOX 
\\·cnt to California in the ti1nc of the gold fc\·cr anti 
died there. 

The nan1cs of the second set of children of 1'"ho1uas 
\\.ilkinson arc: 1-lcnry. Sarah J .. Jarues. Tho1nas. Jr .• 
• I.aura, ll innie and Joint. · 

5. -HE~RY \\.ILKIXSOX 
\\·as a· l:n\·rcr and just ice , ,£ the peace. I I c \\"a.~ an in
tcll igent and honorable citizt:n uf Fort \raync. Ind., 
"·here he died of consun1ption in the winter of 18SO: 
I·lc h:ft a \\·ido,,· and sc,pcral chihln:n \\·ho still lh·c there. 

6.- -SARAH J. \\"ll.Kl~snx 
1narricd a llr . ..:-\rncy. ~he died and left t\,·o s1nall chil
dren. a ~irl and a boy. ,-i~: I.rEI.I .. \ and ()K..\. Lucila 
111arricd Frank :\Icllakl~n. in 1:,;sa. ·rhc,· Ii,·c 0(.·ar 

• 
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;.--JA:\lES \\~ILKIX~OX 

is n1arricd and hasafan1ih·. and rcsidc:s in Fort U"a\·nc . ., .. 
I-le has held nun1crous offices, constable. deputy U.S. 

marshal and other public offices. 1-lc is no,,· a jus-
tice of the peace in that city-. 

8.--THOll:\S \\.H ... KIXS<>X. JR. 
is n1arricd. has a famih·. and also lh·cs in Fort \\='a\·11c • ., .. 
l{c is a politician. has held a number of offices of trust. 
and i:i no\\"' dcp!!ty sheriff of .:\llcn Co .• Ind .• \\·hich of
fice be ha.-; filled for a number ot terms. 'fhon1a:; and 
Ja111cs arc both l)cn1ocrat~. 

g. · LAl~RA \\.11.KIXSoX. 
n1arricd and had a famih· . ., 

10.- -lllXXIE \\·ll.KIXS<>X 
is unn1arricd and resides \\·ith her n1othcr in Ft. \\~a\·nc • .. 
Ind. l~h·c on J.:ast \\"a\·nc street . .. 

11.-·JOHX \\"ILKIXS( ,x 
n1arricd and n10\·cd to \"alparaiso. Ind. I-le ,~a~ edu
cated for a school teacher. lic died at 2~ or~ ,·cars · 

J ... 

of age. at \:"alparaiso. 

5·r11.--:\S~\ll J.:I. \\"II.Kl ~S< >~-
i\s.."lhcl \\.ilkinson \\·as barn in 1-larrison Co .• \·a .. • 

Sept. 19. 1801. 1-Ic died at about the age of 19, and 
is buri\."C.I in the \\-ilkinson ccn1ctcr\· . ., 

. 6Tn.--J()Sr:PH \\"11..KIXSOX. 
Joseph \\.ilkinson ,,·as born in If arrison Co .• \ .. a., 

i\ttg. 22. · 1~3- I l_c \\"as tnarricd in Clark Co., l ) .• .:\ug. 
10. 1~26, to Hannah 1·:Ils\\·orth. \\·ho \\"as born on the 
banks of the ()bio. near Galliopolis. :\far I 5. 1805. 
They raised a f:unily of nine children. \·iz: Xancy ... \ ... 
Eli1.ahci:.h J ... Jnhn \r .. J. I lcndcrsun. \\-illiaru R .• l-iau-
11:th <.:., Santb • \., Joseph 0. and Francis .:\. "The fath
er \\"a..'i a sch~,ul tt..~chcr in bjs early life. \\-:ts justice of 
the peace fur ll{l\\·ards of .?O rears. in Clark Cu., ( >hio. 
I le \\"a.'i a Ia,,·yl·r and hatl itrl cxtcnsh·c practic~: on ac-



count of his grc:it success \\·a.-; sent for far an<l near. 
l{e follo\\·cd his prof t!ssion until quite old. · 1-1 is first 
\\·ifc died llay 25. 18;3. in llcchanicsburg. (> •• to ,,·hicb. 
place they n10\·cd in 1849. ()n Feb. 4, 1~75. b_e lllc'UTicd 
his second \\·ifc. lirs. Julia .. -\. IJro,\·n. of C'nion Co .• () .• 
a cousin to his first \\·ifc. They are lh·ing happily· in 
their old age in their pleasant bon1c at :\Icchanicsburg. 
lie latclv celebrated bis 8:o;th birthdav bv a re-union - . . - -
of bis children and grandchildren. and cin this occa
sion the olcl man \\"a.-; as acti\·c and li\"cl\· as \\"hen ten .., 

vears ,·oun,,.cr. Hoth arc cnJ· o,·in,r . ,rood hC"'c1lth. and ,, .., "' .., "" :,,, 

bid fair to :;c:c man\· 1norc birthda,·~ . .., .., 

1.- -S.-\XC\"' A:SX \\" 11.K IXS< >X. 
their oldest child. \\·as horn .;\ug. 2. Ht?j. in Clark C.:o .• 
<>. She n1arricd (icorgc \·cazell Feb. _26. 1S46. lie 
\\"as horn llay ..i. 1:-t24: i~ by occupation a farn1cr. s~ock 
raiser and shipper. I-le ,,·as clc;cted treasurer of bis 
countv, ,\·hich office he held for fourteen successh·c ., 

,·ears: ha.~ also filled other ofticc . .;. The,· bad ten chil-., ., 

dren. sc,·en girls and three boys. a.'i follo\\·s: Joseph ll .• 
Jamc:s \\· .• Thon1a$ C .• l~annah I-• .-\nna It. J~li:,.abcth 
J., liary I·· .. Sarah I~ .• (ieorgia .·\. and liable I~. 

Josl-:PH ll 11:ro:s. the oldest. ,,·as born Oct. 5. 184j: 
n1arricd Sarah 1-:. Bu111gard11cr Xo,·. 1~. ·6'~. She died 
()ct. 4. ·,2. antl is buri~d at .-\shury ccn1etcry.. Herc
n1arricd to 1-:mn1a C. 1-lcrston Jan. 13. 18;3. I-le ,,·as 

. enrolled Sept. ~o. ·64, in the 16 Battery of light artil
lcn" ( lhio \·01.. in the ,,·ar of tbc rebellion, and ,,·as -
honc>rably discharged at ~C\\" ( >rlcan~ June 9. ·186;. 
The,· residt: on their farn1 nc .. lr Cata,,·ba. 0 .• ,,·here he 

• 
is engaged in fnnnin~ and stock raising; is trustee of 
Pleasant to\,·nship. Clark Co .• 0 .• and conuuan<lcr of ·a 
(i .. A.R. post at Cata\\·ba. . 

jAllF.S \\"u.t.t.\ll ,,·as born llarcb 9. 1~49: 111arricd 
..:\111anda Xc.."Cr. Dcccn1bcr I~. I~. Tbcr rt.-si<lc 
near Catawba. ( )bin, anti he is a f;1rtncr and stock . 
raiser. 
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TH011.As C.\R1 .. 1s1 .. 1-: \\·as born < let. 4. 18;0: _dit:d .. -\ug. 
9, I8jO, and is buried at i\sbury ct.-metc:ry. 

HAXXAH I..oKETT.:\ \\·as born· June 4. 18:;2: 111arric:d - . 
John H. Conley. of Urbanna. (>.. Jan. 6. ·76. The~· 
rt:side at Kenton. llarfan Co .• () .• \\·here he is l..-ngagt·d 
in the business of carriage trimming. 

:\xx.-\ BELi.£ was born June 26. 1N54: married Xa
thaniel Bumgardner Xo\·. 12. ·i4. and tbc.~· li\·e on their 
fam1 in Clark Co .. ().. He is engaged in fanning and 
stock raising. and al~ hold~ some to\\·nship office~ 

1-:1 .. JZ • .\BETH jAxt-: \\"a'i born :\u~. 18, 18;6; died Feb. 
1858. and is buried at .:\sbury cem~tery .. 

llAR\" Fk.\XCl-:S married Samuel ll.. l_,rugh. a school 
teacher •• -\ug. 4. 18jj. I-le sc:n·ed as count}· auditor of 
lladison count,·. 0 .• for six consccuti\·e terms. I-le is • 
an editor. and is the proprietor of the· London ( ( >hio t 

· Times. They reside at Plain Cit)·. lladison Co ... ( >hio. 
\\·here he is engaged in the mercantile business. 

S . .\k.:\11 1-:1 .. 1.1-:x \\·as born .:\ug. 24. 1S6o: n1arricd Jacob 
\·. Bun1gardncr July 31. ·i9- He is a farmer and n1e
cbanic. and the,· reside near Cata\,·ba. ()hio . 

• 
(iE01u.1.\ :\~GIE \\"as born llarch lj. IN6j: n1arricd 

.Andre\\· Lcllicc ~pt. 10. ·s .. ,. lie ,,·as killed on the 
railroad at llcchanicsb.urg. l> •• and is buried at .-\sbul)· 
ccmcten·. ~he aftcn,-ards n1arricd Xc:\\·ton Jan1t.-s. . -
\\"ho is engaged in fanning near Cata\\·ba. ()hio .. 
. ll...\BLE 1-:~·ri-:1 .. 1_\ \\·as horn June 16. 1Sj.2; single. and 
resides at hon1c \\·ith lu:r parents .. 

The ·abo\·c: nan1cd children of ~ancy and lit-~,rgc 
\. eazell \\·ho ha,·c n1arriccl all ha,·c children. but their . 
nan1cs ha\·c not h~cn supplied \\"ith this sketch .. 

:?.- -El..lZ...\BETH J.A~E \\"11 .. KIXSoX 
\\·as born in Chan1pai~n county. 0 .. ( )ct .. ~j. 18.:?:-.. She 
n1arsi~d l•:li \\"hitcru1n·an l)cc .. 11, ,g:a.. 1-{c \\·as bont . -
in Clark county. 0 .• F~b .. 11. 1M3.?. Ile i~a farn1er and 
the,· rl."Sidc on th~ir fann three n1ilt:s south nf Cata\\·-

• 
ha. < ). ·ro tb~lll haxc been burn six girls. ,·i7.: 1-lann:lh 



BlfJf lll.1/'I/ 1 •. 

C .• llartha J .. :\lary ..-\ .• Li7.zic F .• I .. ula and (~corgia. 
I (AXXAH C.\THAKIXE. the first. died young • .;\ugust 

2j. 1~54. . 
ll.-\KTH.\ JAxi-: \\·as born ~-\ug. 24. 1854: 1narricd \\·cs

lc..~· \\.right. a farn1cr. June 8. I8j8. _ They ha\·c t\\·o 
children. both lh·ing. \·iz: (icrtrude and Jc..•ssic Rc,sc. 
l"'hc\· reside near .:\sbun·. (>hio. .. .. 

}IAK\ . .:\s:x \\"a.~ born Xo,·. 30. 1836: n1arrie<l Janu .. ~ 
C. Heels. \\·ho \\·a..._ born in llonroc county. (> •• Sept. 19. 
185S. Tbc...~· ha,·e three chiiclren li\·~ng: <.:lcn1cnt. l.a\\·
rcncc and l\l oo,h· ( i. ·rhc:\· reside near .-:\sbur\·. ( ).; - - -

l ... 1zz1F. FR.\XCI~ \\"a."i born Jan. 16. 1863- She n1arricd 
Charlc..-s Reels. a farmer. \\·ho \\·a.~ horn in llonroc Co .• 
() .... April 6. 186a. 'fhc..·y ha\·c t,,·o children. both lh·ing. 
,·iz: :\ln1ira and )Jlanche lla,·: also reside near .-\shun·. .. .. 

l.t·1 .. A \\·a.~ born .\pril 1. 1868: married Bcnjan1in .lH!-
lcr. a farn1er. \\·ho \\"as born in I-larding countr. <>bio. 
Sept. 6. 1860. "l'"hc}· ha,·c t,,·o girls. both li\·ing. ,·iz: 
Jenness and (.;Iara 14:tna. · 

(iEOkt■I.:\ G. \\"iL"i born Dec. 25. lSi .. ;: single. anc.l lh·cs 
at -home \\"ith her parents. 

-~ JOH~ \\'ESLf:\" \\"ILKl:SSl>:S 
\\·as born in Clark coi1nty. () ... llarch 2-1. 1~30: 1narricd 
llartha J.:. <.:rca1ncr in 18~2. She ,,·as born llarch 2X. 
1X34. 'fhc}" reside on their fam1 adjoinins llccbanics
bur~. Ther ha,·e had six children. fi\·t· girls anc.l one 
boy. \·iz: Flocilla .\.. llary 1-: •• ..-\lpha IL. i.:na R .• Jo
~ph I). and Carrie. 

Fr.,;cILI . .\ .:\. \\·as burn .\ug. 28. 18;3; 111arried Frank 
I~. llcClintock l)cc. 28. ·j6. I-It: \\"as born July 30. ·51. 
and is cngagt!d in fartning in C'l,trk county. ().. ·rhcy 
ha,·c thrct.· children. ,·iz: lJora F .• Carl F. and Hcccic 
Carin. all lh·ing. 

ll..\R\" 1-: .. \\·as horn Jan. 12. 1~55; n1arri"·d Bruce Xt."t:r 
July 31. 1Sj9. ·rhcr ha,·c t,\·o chilc.lrcn: Esta H .. and 
Clo\·cc ~:. ·r1~,- reside on thl~ir fanu in Clark count,· .. 

• • • 
..-\I.PH.\ 11.. \\";L-. born Sc:pt. 2CJ. 1N5;: dictl Jan. 14. ·U<J. 
4 
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1t:1 .. L.\ R. ,vas born Feb. I I, 1861 : died J aµ. I 3. 186g. 

Both are buried at \~ crnin, near Cata \\·ba. . 
JosEPH D. \\'as born Sept. 4. 1859: n1arricd Lettie 

Frankcngt.~gcr Feb. 24. 1881. and they lia\·e one child. 
Gracie. The}· reside on their fam1 in Clark county, 0. 

CARRIi-: u·a.~ born Sept. Ij, I8jl: single. and li\·cs at 
home \\·ith her parcnL~. 

,1.---J. HEXI>f:RSC>X \\"11.KIXS<>X 
\\·as born at ()ak (iro\·c fann. Clark county, ()bio. Jan. 
• 18•., lie \\ilS educated in the \\·csle\·an uni\·crsit,· .,. .>-· - -
at l)cla\,·arc. and aften,·ard:; read la\\· at ~pringncld. () .• 
\\·ith the latt: I Ion. \\.illian1 X. \\.hitc. chief justice of 
the suprcn1e court of that state. I le \\"a~ admitted to 
practice in ,·arious courts, and finally in the suprcn1c 
court of the l;nitcd States. I le \\'as elected a dclc~ratc 
to the tjrst national Republican con,·cntion. hcl<l at 
Pittsburg, Pa., Feb. 22. 1856, when the national party 
\\·a.~ organized. He \\"ilS married to llary (iauzc. at 
Kennett Square •. Chester county. Pa .• ~o\.". lj. 1S58. 
She \\·as born at that pl:icc June 18, 1833. She is ot a 
prominent family of Friend~. llany of her relath·cs 
are quite noted. Some arc kno,,·n the \\·orld o\·er. and 
ha,·e filled high and honorable: positions. ,\tnong thcrn 
may be noted briefly the \\·orld rcno,,·11cd lia)·ard Tay
lor, one of .\111erica~s fa111ou~ authors, \\·ho died at Hcr
lin, Gcr1nany. l)cc. 19. l~jM. \\·hilc an ... \n1crican minis
.tcr. I le \\"as a first"cousin to llrs. \\.ilkinson. a11d one 
of her n1ost intin1atc friends. I here copra beautiful 
originkl poc111, ,~rittcn by hint in her albun1 Xu\·. 29. 
18·8 a fe\\· da,·s after her 111arria,rc. It has nc,·cr be-

, ' - :-t 

fore appeared in print. 
:\Ian alone ,·rcatL"s Eh·shun fur th~ ~oul of man; 
The :unplc Future .and the: C ;uc.1-Iik~ reader 
( If nt:\\' cxi~tcn,·e. :ire thl· pn,pht.~i~ 
l)f hun1blc Lu\·c. and in th~ ~uul~ that lo\·~ 
And arc belu\·cd. the.· ~hinin:,:- t.·thcr swin1:-. 
\\"lu•reun wc c,t"rhN•k thl· •·c,rld. 
And Life and I>&.·ath _:inJ c\·c~·thin,: but u~.u-~n . 

.-\t Hu1ne. Xo\·. i,,. 1838. HA\"AKD TA\"t.uK. 
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llrs. \Vilkinson·s oldest brother j:; a pron1-1ncnt n1an
ufacturcr. and \\·orth sc,·eral n1iilions of dollars. She 
herself has been and is a \·cry prominent \\"oman. and 
i.-1 \\·ell identified in the \,·ork:s of charity at \\.ashing
ton. D. C. She is the founder ·of tbc institution in that 
city kno,\"n a."' the •·\·oung \\·oman·s Christian l{on1c:• 
She obtained it...; charter. and ,,·as for t\\·o year.; its prt."S
ide11t. This institution ha"' through her efforts recently 
rccch·cd appropriation.-; fro1n congi:css. and is fa..-;t be
coming one or the n1ost uscf ul and prosperous of its 
kind in the country.. ll rs. \\"ilkinson is a large hearted. 
charitable ancl intclligc:·nt u·oman. She has recently 
n1adc a trip acros~ the \\"atcrs and traxcled through 
n1any .foreign countrit..--s in the intcrt.~t of her chosen 
work. llany fa,·orable ne,,·spapcr co111mcnts in \\·a-;h
ington and throughout the country ha,·c been pa~-;ed 
upon her. and her highly conuncndcd enterprise.~. 

J. H. \\"ilkinson first left Springfield. (> •• for \\"~b
ington in 1862. to accept a position on the editorial 
staff of the •·Dail)· Xational Republican.·' He held 
positions in the \\·ar and trcaSUI}" dcpartn1e11ts. and in 
18j5 \\-as sent to J-:uropc by President (irant in connec
tion ,,·ith the founding of the l 7• S. loan. I-le \\·as 
in official life for n1ore than t,,·cnt,· ,·cars. In 1886 he - -

. \\"as n1adc a n1e1n her of the .:\nu:rican .:\ssociation for 
tbc .·\th·a11cc1nc11t of Science. In 18go he \\·as clectc<l 

· to n1c1nbcrship in the • \inerican ..:\cadcn1y of Social 
and Political Science. 1-1 c is no\\· acti\·cly engaged in 
tbc practice of la"·· his chosen profession. in \\"ashing
ton. although he still has bis hon1c in Springfield. 0 .. 
where he first entered. upon his profc-ssion and ,,·here 
he still goes annually to exercise his right of franchise. 
I le is one of the countrr·s highly honorc:d and useful 
1nc.:n: a life long Republican. a strong ad,·ocate for 
ten1pcrancc. anti a useful n1c:n1bl·r of the llt:thodist 
cburch. ·r., tlu.·1n h~l\·c hl.·l.·ll horn t,,·o chilllrcn. \·i.1.: 
. \nna Rcb .... kah and Enuna ·r;u·lur . . 



Axx..\ REBEKAH ,vas ~orn in Springfield. (J., Jan. 25. 
1860. She \\·as educated in \\·ashin~rton high school. 
lit. Vernon scminan" and the \Vt.-sle\·an Female col-· . . 
lege at \\.ilmington, l)cl. She \\·a'i for se\·eral :rears a 
clerk in the l"'.S. pension office. ~he n1arricd Isaac I): 
l.af ert\·. of Cht-~tcr count\·, Pa. fl~ is a la\\·\·cr h\· - - - -
profession. but is no\\"' and ha-; been for sc\·cral yt.-ars 
past special cxan1incr of the bureau of pensions. and 
in thi'i official capacity ha" ~~rYcd the go,;crnmcnt in 
SC\"eral diff\..~Cnt states; and at prc..-scnt is in llichigan .. 

1-:11)1:\ ·r_\\·t .. Ok ,,·a."i born in \\·a."hingt,,n l)cc. 18. 1N6-1. 
· She \\·a .. -; cduec"'ltc:d in the gran1n1ar school at \\·a..._hing
ton. the scn1inarr at lit. 1-lolyokc and the Xl."\\" J.:ng
land conscr,·ator,· of 111usic at Hoston: and is 110,,· ,L 

• 
clerk in the interior dt:partrncnt.. Recently ~he n1adc 
a trip through the countric~ of J.:t1ropc in company· 
\\·ith her n1othcr. 

,.- \VILl.1.\:\1 RAPJ-:X \rll .. Kl:\:SUX - . 
,,·as born :\pril 1 ;. 18 ,:;4. in Clark county. ( )hio: 1narried 
l)clila Hro\\·11 .:\pril 1M. ·65. She was born Feb. 5. 1840. 
in lfadison count,·.(). He ,,·as first a merchant. but is • 
no\\· engaged in a~rricultural pursuits. and resides on 
his fann fi\·c tnilcs cast of L·rbanna. (). l"o thc1n ha,·c 
been born four children. \·iz: llaud It. l)clia (i. and 
\\.illian1 H .• ( t\\·ins) and 1-lcnr,· G. . .. 

lL\l."I> B. \\·as born Jan. 2:?. 1S66: died Jan. 2~. I8j3. 
and is buried in llaplc Grcn·c ccrnctcry. at llcchanics
burg. ()hio. 

IJ1-:L1:\ (iER"fRC1>1-: \\·as l:>orn Juh· 11. 186g: di~d i\ug. 
21. •i5, ancl is buried at the san1c place. 

\Vn.r.lAll lli-:1un•:R·r \\·as born Jul)· 11. 1869: sin~lc. 
1-li-:xk\" (iI.EX \\·as burn Sept. 17. 1Xj1: single. 

6. -H..\XX.:\H CHARLOTTE \\ .. 11.KlXSt >X 
\\"as born in Clark countr. () .. Xn,·. 22. 183j: rnarricd 
Stephen .:\. \rar:d < let. rs. 1S6o. I le \\·as born in l·lark 
county. l)., ()ct. I 3. 1834; \\":1.S for tllitny rears a pros
perous f:tnncr near ll~c:banicshuq!. She.· llil"d Ft"h. 1~. 
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ISjj, and is buried at llaplc (iro\·c ccn1etcry .. To them 
\Vere born four children. \·iz: Carrie F., Xcllic R .• Har
lan G. and J. 1-Icn<lcrson. all of \\·hon1 arc li\·ing. 

C.\KklE F. \\·a.~ born in Clark count\·. () .• l)ec. 18, '61: -
1narriccl to Baltzcn Spca-;n1ackcr Jul}· 4. !'86. He is a 
carriage painter: born in lladison county. 0., Feb. 6. 
1861. The,· ha\·c had t\\"O children: Robert. c dea<l't - . 
and Bessie l)nn. 

X 1-:1 .. 1 .. 1 f: R. \\·as born in Chan1paign county, () .• Feb. 
2. 186t'l: rt.-si<lcs in Colun1bus. (). 

l-1Akl •• \:S li.\l~.s~: \\·a~ born in Chan1paig11 county. ( > •• 
Xo\". 2~. 1869: 1n:1rricd Lena Borden Feb. 11, '8<). Thcr 
ha,·c one child. a daughter, nan1cd l~rccl. The \\"ifc 
\\"cts born in l .. ondon. 0 .. Feb. 11. 186j. 

J. H E:S1>1-:R~o~ \\"as born in llcchanicsburg. 0., Xo,·. 
4. 1Rj2: lh·c:s \\"ith his father and sister Xcllic at -Xo. 
3i0 South 5th street. Columbus. ()hio. · 

7. --SARAH • .\l .. Sl~D.\ \\.ILKIXSOX 
wa~ born in Clark county. Ohio. June Ij. 1839: n1arric,I 
Tully llcKinncy July 19. ·66. He \\·a~ born in the same 
county ~ ov. 3. 18 39. To them ha,·c been born six 
children. ,·iz: {lrr. Joseph C.. llary (i., J.:ffie llay, 
Julia .-\nn and Hertha • \. 

Fo1tE..~T (JKR "·as born llay 3, 1S6g; is a n1ccbanic 
and li\·cs at llcchanicsburg. 

Jost-:PH CH.\RI.ES \\"as born Jan. 30. 1~71. 1--le is a tele-
graph opc:rator at St. Joe. Ind. 

l-L\R\" GAt"SE \\.iL~ born ... \ug . .2~. l8j3: dit:<l Dec. 1,'j6. 

J.:FFiE :\IA\". born .-\pril 13. '76: lh·es \\"ith her parents. 
Jt:LIA • ..\~:s \\·as born :\larch I 1. 1879: single, and .re-

sides \\"ith her parents. 
Ht:KTH.\ .:\ni-:1.I.\ \\·as born July .2j. 1881. 

The father. Tulh· licKinnt:\·. \\·as a soldier in the . . 
ch·il ,,·ar. 1-1~ t:nlist~d the tirst thl\- aftc-r Lincoln's first . 
call for troops . .:\pril. ·61. in Co. E. 16th Reg. (..)_ \"'. I. 
I le re-enlisted . .-\ug. 11. ·6.?. in contpany .:-\ .• 94 0. \·. I. 
I le \\·;L..; takt:n prisoner at the hattlc of Cbican1auga: 
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escaped and again returned to thl· arn1y ancl \\·cnt \\"ith 
Shcnnan on his n1a,·ch to the S\!a. I Iis businc~s is no\\" 
that of a carpenter and contractor: i~ also a n1c1nhcr 
of the city council. and th'-tY rcsid.: at ll l!chanicshur~. 

8.- JOSEPH ORR \\"ll.KIX!"OX 
was born ()cc. I 1. i:.;43; enlisted in the ch·il \\·ar I> ... ·c. 
·63. .:\ftcr scr\·ing his country a fc,,· n1onths he fell in 
the battle of Kcncs:l\i· liountain. ( ia .. Jun'-" 2j. ·64. lie 
belonged to l·o. K .• 113 ()_\ • .I. I le was buried in the 
national ccn1ctcry at llarit.·tta. (ia. 1·1ic la.oil incssa~c 
hl~ sent honu .. · read: .. ·rcll n1nthcr I die.· fi~hting for 1ny 
countn·: I die in a nohlc cause:· . 

,,_ f·R.\XCJ-:S .\l>EI.I.\ \\.ILKIXS,>X 
,,·as born .:\ug. 20. 184j: n1arricd Jan1cs Jcff'-"rsun ll<.~s
sici ()ct. 13. 18jO.- lie \\·a...; horn .:\pri! .:?I.·_.;: cnlistccl 
in the ,,·ar. in the 86th Reg. ()hio \·01.. ,,·as n1ust~rcd 
out Sept. 25. ·62: re-enlisted l>cc. I. ·62. in the 95th 
Reg. (). \" .. and \\·as honorably cliscilar~cd Jun~· 16. ·~~
lie is by occupation a tcan1stcr and they reside at llc
chanicsburg. ·r,~ thcn1 h:n·c been born three children. 
t,,·o of ,,·hosn arc lh·ing. 

J• ,s1~.-11 Cet.1.1::x ,\·as horn liay 1. "j6. 

H1 .. ,xcn1-: \\"n.K1xsox \\·as born July 30. ·s3. 

j■rH.-j()ll~ (i. \\"II.KI XS( >X. 
John (i. \\"ilkinsnn \\·as born Feb. j. 1Xo6. in l·(arri-

. snn county. \·a. 1-(c tnarri~·tl ~usanna ..:\rhoga:.;t July 
M. 1819 in Clark county. (). I le lh·cd in llonroc anti 
Chan;pai~n c,;untics. 1-ic \\·as a tanner anc.l a stock and 
fur dcak·r. also a llcthuc.list local prt·achcr. Ile dice.I 
in Shelby county. ( > .• S\."pt. 26. 1 Xi ,4. f Ii..; ,,·ifc died in 
I Ic.-nrr cuunty. <> .• July .!O. 1~86. To thcn1 \\·ere born 
ten chilc.ln:n. ,·iz: :\lartha. <.: .• :\Ian· I •.. I Icnr,· 11.. I .. c\·i . . 
X .. llar~arct J .. J, ,hn . \ .•• \nna I•:.. I.aura t: .. Sarah C. 
anc.l Xl·\\·tnn. 

r. \L\RTI L\ C. \\.11.K[XSl ,x 
tnarril·d .\. \\·. 1-:~tlill·k. ·r., tlh.·nt \\"l"'n.~ horn t\\·o chil-



dren both of \\"hum dic<l in infanc\·. The \\·ido,\· still -
Ih·cs at Quincy. <.>. She is a good financier. has tra\:-
clcd cxtcn~ivcly and O\\·ns considerable property. 

2.-- -~IARY LOrIS.-\ \\.11..KIXS<>X 
died at th~ age of four years. 

_;.--IIEXRY H. \\.II .. KIXSOX 
died single at the age of 21, and is buried in the \\.il
kinson gra,· yard. 

-l- -1 .. 1-:\·I X. \VILKIXSoX 
di,·d ,1uitc yo~ng. 

5. -~1.-\R(;.-\RET J. \\.11..KIXSOX 
111arri\!d l)a\·id Co\·cr~tonc.a. farn1~r. Thcv lh·c in Shel-., . 
b"· count,·. nc..-ar Ouinc,·. Thev have seven children. - - .._.. - -
,·iz: .-\1.1.E:s. l .. t:Ell.\~ and FKEElt.\:s. ( t\\·ins) CoR~\. SEt .. -

LA. 1-:1>\\ •• \kD and <.:.-\R\·. 1-:d,\'ard is married and li\·es 
at l>c..~hl~r. flenr\· countv. ( ) . ., ., 

6.--J<>HX .:\. \\.ILKl~SOX 
. \\"as a soldier in the army: died single at the! age 0£ 23. 

at the battle of Pittsburgh I.,_,anding. · 
;.--A~~A ELIZA \\.ILKIXSt>X . 

married \Villian1 llitchell. formerlv a school teacher. -he ,,·as a soldier in the Union arm,·. He is no\\· editor ., 

of the Desler c Ohio} Flag. They ha,·c resided at Des
ler for 15 years. They are a.1uong the leading mcn1bers 
of the llethodist church of that place. They ha,·e had 
one child. a daughter. I l>A. \\·ho has latt:!y hcen n1arricd. 

8.- -1..Al.RA C. \\"Il.Kl~SOX 
n1arricd Isaac Hoff 1nan. at Sidney. 0. I {c is a carpen
ter. Ther belong to the ll ethodist church, and reside 
at Si<lncv·. 0. The,· ha\·c bad four childrt:11, viz: SAXXA. - . . 
Pt:AKI •• ,. boy) lL\R\" and the youngest died in infancy_. 

q.---SARAH C. \\·ll.KlXSuX 
-n1arricd Daniel 1-loffrnan, a n1crchant. Tht:,· reside at -Sprinhrfi~l<t l > .• and arc prominent 111cn1bers of the 
llcthudist church. ·rhc,· ha,·c four children. \·iz: l;-R.\XK • . 
• \xxn-:. _h•:~sn-: and CnRII.t .. \. Frank is· n1arried and has 
one child. 
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10.--XE\\.Tt )X \\.ILKIXSl )X 

died \\·hen quite young .. 

8TH-.S.\R.-\.II \rILKIXS<)X. 
Sarah \\.ilkinson \\·a~ born .:\pril 8. 180M: n1arricd 

.\brahan1 Botkin Dec. 30. 1839.. I-le \\"as born also i11 
. 180..~. She \\·as a patient \\"ifc and a belo,·cd· n1othcr. 
and had a rt.-n1arkablc faculty for n1aking h\.."'r hotnt~ 
cht.-crful and pleasant. to \\"hich h~r childrc.·n ha\·e al
\\"a}·s hc."Cn attracted.. .·\ftcr years of patient and c.·n
during sicknc..--s~ she died liar 29. 1Sj6. of dro1~r of 
the heart: and she is burie,I at .. \:;hury Cha1;cl. 11 er 
husband is still lh·ing in his extreme old age at lle
chanicsburg: is a cripple and resides \\·ith his son ( iran
\"illc. To them \\"ere born ten children. \"iz: (icorgc 
\\"illian1. \\"allace. EJi7.aheth. (iran\·illc ll.. Joseph R.-. 
L)·curgu~. Eli7.a. and one \\·ho died in infancy·. not 
nan1ed. 

1. GEORc·;1-: \\"Al..TER HoTKI~ 
\\"as born Xo,·. 23. 1~31. in <.:lark county. (). 
first a school t~achcr in Ohio and Illinois. 

I le "·a~ 
In the 

meantitnc he rt:ac.l la\\· \\"ith his uncle Joseph \\9ilkinson. 
He enlisted in the arn1y in ~\pril. ·61. under the first 
call of Presidt:nt Lincoln. returning fro111 the battle
field honorably discharged in J unc. ·64. Ht: \\·as _1nar
ried July 2K. to Sidney C. Haker. .·\fter about two 
years· rt..~id~nc~ at Springfield they 1110,·cd .-\ug . ..i. ·66. 

. . 
to l-Iound Cit,·. L,·nn count,·. Kan .. ,,·here he cutcrcc.l • • • 
upon teaching as a profession. In 1 :,;t,g he \\·as clcctl·d 
to the office of county superintendent of public in
struction of I.ynn county. ,,·hich position he filled 
for six consccuth·c y-t·ars. .\ftt'r this bl." \\·as supt·rin
dent of the I.a Cygut: school fo_r six yl·ars. ,,·hich posi
tion he then resigned and was clectt.·d county trt.·asurcr 
of I.rnri county. . \ftt.·r scn·ing out his tl·nu of office 
he: ,\"cnt into the: llt."\\·~papcr busint.-ss. tir~t as editor of 
the .. Sun,·· at Hluc :\lcuuul. Kan .. :uul in "&> as l·ditor 
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of the .. 1-1 utchins~n Republican.'' at H utchiqson, Kan. 
He \\cL~ the founder of this paper. and in t\\·o years 
n1adc it a success. \\·hen he sold it and clbrain remo\·ed 
to (.ialena. Kan .• \\·her~ they no\\· reside:, and are profit
ably enhraged in mining lead and 7.inc: · His wife i-1 a 
woman of nu,rc than ordinan· talent and inftucnce: i~ -
\\"ell educa.ted and a great \\·orker in rcliJ{ious and tc111-
perance mo\·c111cnts. Thcv arc members of the lleth-

. -
odh,'t church. and both high I y respected and csteen1ed 
b\" those \,·ho k110,\· tbem. The\· nc,·er had an,· chil-- - -
drcn. 

?. CHARI-ES Bt>TKIX 
,va~ bor11 llarch 2~. 1~.l3: died at tbc a~c of t\\·o year:,; .. 

• l- \\!'11 .. 1 .. 1 • .\ll IJI rrK ·~ 
\\·a-; born X,)\·. 6. 183..i: n1arried Clara Vine~ Oct . .?_; • 
• 59- Thc.1,· ha,·1.." t,,·o children. K E~1·os and ( it:ORGI.\~.\. 

Kenton 1narried Hannah Clackcr. of llexico. llo .• 
and they ha,·c two children. a girl and a bo)·. "fl1ey re-
side ·at l)cla\\·arc. ()hio. · 

Gc.."Orgiana married ~athan Fagley, of l>ela\\-arc. () .• 
and they ha,·c t\\·o girls li,·ing and one boy dead. They 
also reside at l)cla,\·arc. 

,1. \\ •• .\1.1..\CE BOTKIS 
\\"iL"i born <.>ct. 2 .. l. 1836.. lie and his brother \rillia111 
enlisted in the 45th 0.\~.I. \Villian1 \\·as taken prison
er and died at . \ndcrson\·illc as near as \\"c ca.n tell 011 

~ . 
lla,· 2~ .. "64. \\.allacc \\·as killed at tbc battlt.· of Xash-. . . 
,·illc I>~c. 16. ·6.i . 

;.--El.17..-\HETII Hl >TKlX 
\\·as burn llar 17, 1838: 111arricd Robert \\"illian1 in ·66 
or j. I-le ,,·as a \\·ido\\·l·r "·ith six chil<ln."n. I le died 
son1t· Yl"ars ago. and slu: dit'd llarch 21. 0<)0. 

6. «;R.-\:S\"11..1.E ~too()\" BOTKIX 
\\·as born Feb. 29. 1840: has nc\·er 1narricd. aod rL-sidL·~ 
at lll."chanicsburg. (). Ill" takes care of his agl·d fatht."r. 

j. JOSEPH HRt·ci-: s, rrKI:S 
\\·a-. horn .-\u~. 2j. IN-t~: is tnarri~"d and n.-sidt"S :it lft .. x-
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ico. l'lis:rouri. I {c is a public spirited n1an and highly 
estecn1ed. ha,·ing st:rred as mayor of that city. 

8. -1..YCl"R<il:S B(JTKIX . 
\\·as born .:\ug. 11., 1844: n1arried :\lary Shehan Juiy 3. 
'66, and·the,· ·ha\·t: seven childn:n.. The,· reside near - -(irant. llo .. 

9---EI.IZA Bt">TKIX 
was born :\lay Ij. 184j; n1arricd \\"illian1 Gordon in 
·66. and they ha\"C four daughters. . I lcr husband died 
some ten years since. Their oldest daughter is 111arricd 
to Holl Stoll, of 'V'ienna Cros~ Road~. ( >hio. and the\· -
have four children. three girls and one boy·. Their 
postofficc address is Somerford. ()hio. 

~ 

9TH.--X.:\XC\" \\"1I .. KIXSOX. 
Xancy \\"ilkinson wa-; born June 5 .. 1~10: 111arricd. 

John Kannann. "'fhcy n10\·ed to .Furt \Va)"llc. Jnd .• and 
settled there: 1n an carlv dav ,,·here the\" both died. . ,. .,• -
she some 20 years ago. He re-married and died about 
1880. They had one son •• -\sH.\EL K..\:SX.\SS. who \\·as for 
many years a prominent preacher in the lf ethodist 
church. \\·c:: ha\·e no kno\\"ledgc of his \\·hereabouts 
at this ti111c::. The,· also had other children. at least -one. Xothing further than this has bc:cn learned of 
this family in the preparation of this biogrc1phi-. Their 
honu: \\"as on Calhoun street. Fort \ Vavne. I ttd. His ., 

second \\"ife still resides there. ·rhc\· \Vere both Ut:\"OUt 
• 

1ne111bcrs of the llcthodist church until the titnc of 
their death. 

IOTII.- I-IE:XRY 1-L-\RRISt>X \\"ILKIXSX. 
IIcnry l{arrison \\"ilkinson \\"as horn .:\pril 5. 181_3. 

lie \\·as the first ,,·hitc child born in .:\dan1s to\\·nship. 
Chainpaign county. ( >hio: ,,·a..'i t\\·icc 111arricd. anti lh·t:d 
in Kusciosco Co .• Ind.; \\"a.'ia llctbodist preacher. "'fher 
~iscd a la~~l.· fa111ily. and \\"C rc..~rct that nothing h;Lto; 
he~n ll·arnc,l rl·1,..ranling thl·tn c,r tlu·ir \\-hl·rcal1<,uts. 
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11Tu.-1-:1..1z~\ \YII ... Kixsc>x. 
I~li7..a \\.ilkinson ,\·a." born Jul\r ;o. 181 ~~ in Chan1-.. - . -

pai~n county. < >hio. < >f her nothing further has been 
lcarni!cl at this tiu1c. She died young. 

r.:;fi, ~-

12-rn.-- Bl~TSY' C. \\.11 .. KIXSOX. 
Hctsy C. \\.ilkinsan \\·a-. born Feb. 19. 181 j: marri<."d 

.:\hraha1n Cisco llcc. 9. 1841. lie \\·a.--; born :\lay 2j. 

1820: he died J•:cb. 1 ~. ·65. She still lh·cs \\·itll her son 
Joseph E .. at Carrit.-s\·ilic. (). She is acti,·c and in good 
health. and bids fair to )i\·c 1nan,· ,·cars ,·ct. She is an _, _, , 

intelligent co1n·crsationalist and is dc. ... lighh:d to sec or 
bear fron1 any of her relati\·cs. She is in poss\.-ssion 
of her father's old fa1nil\· bible from \\·hich the dah:s of -
births and deaths of his famih· arc taken a'i ,,·rattcn b\· - . -
hi~ o,,·n hand. She is a n1cn1bcr of the Christian church .. 
licts,· Cisco is the n1othcr of six children. ,-iz: llan· E .• - , 
Phebe J .. •lcnry I~ .• Joseph E .• :\larion C. ancl J-:nuna_l>. 

1.- -ll . .\RY 1~1..1.EX Cl~<.:o 
\\·as born llarch 19- 18-14: n1arricd Thornas Jiodcy. 
·rhc,· arc fanncrs and h:l\·c no children . 

• 
?. · PIIEUE J.:\~F. t:'ISCO 

\\·as born .\ug. 2-i.1~ti6: tnarried Dr. l ... "lFc,·er. and died 
on the old Ci~cn place. near <;arrics,·illc. ( }hio. :Xo,·. 
25. 1Sj5. They had t\\·o children. ,·iz: I...ucius :\I. anti 
l .. ouisa J. 

I .. ec1t·s :\I.. born Xo,·. 13, 1861. 1-Ic n1arricd :\'lan1ic 
(iracc. Rt."Sidc in ( it.."orgia. near I .. ucl!a post office..·. 

I.ot:IS.\ J. "·as born :\larch ~o. 18j4. She is single 
and rt..~idcs "·ith her father, Dr. I .. aFc,·cr, \\·ho rcn1ar
ricd a1ul Ii\·\.~ at Lu~lla pnst offiC«..". (i:i.. 

:- HEXR\. H.\RR(SOX CISCO 
\\·a.-; born :\lay 13, 1:-:49: died Xn\·.·11. 1835. 

,i.- JOSt-:PII E. t:ISCo 
\\"cl~ bnrn F'l·h. ~. !~~ r: ntarric<l Charlotte: Buru~s. The,· - . -
arc farntcrs. anll Ii\·~ at Carri~~\·ill~. < >hio. I'hcr h:n·c 
t\\·o chilclrt·n. I k·I ia :\I. and ll inni1.·. 
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;..· -llARIOX C. CISCO 

\\:as born June 20. 185j; died .. April 22. • 5N. 
6.-1-::\1:\I..\ I>. ClSC() 

\t'iL'( born • \uJ.r. 6, 1859: dk:d June 1. 'uo. 

13T11.--J.:\ll l--:S \\.I I ... KI X~< >X. 
lame~ \\.ilkinson. first child front • \sahcl \\.ilkinson·s .. 

second ,,·ifc, ,,·as born Xov. 1821: n1arricd Sarah Col
lin. 'fbc,· rc~ide at llill creek. Hnurhcn count\·. Kan ... . ., . 

near Fort Scott. He is a preacher in the t·. It church. 
Th'--"}"' ha,·c had six children. t\\"o of ,,.-born arc ~till li\"
ing and four dead. viz: \Villian1 and Book. lh·ing: and 
r:li7.abcth, (icrsbam. llartha and :\Ian·. dc..-ad. ,., 

1.-\VU.I .. I.A:\I \rl LK IXSC >X 
is n1arried and has t\\·o children. "'fbc,· reside in Ka.n-.. 
~·1s. nc..-ar 1--' ort Scott. 

2.·· .B()()K \\"ILl\:ISSOX . 

n1arricd Jan1cs Dc..-arhcart. ''fhcy ha\·c one child and 
li\"c n~ar Fort Scott, Kan. 

3---ELIZABETH \\·11.K'.ISSt>~ 
niarricd George llulenour. and they had t,vo children. 

· \Vilmcr and Charles. The n1otbcr is dead. The hu:-.-
band is a fanner and resides in Kal'•~as. 
~ -GERSHAll. 5. -llARTHA. and 6..--llARY \\·ltKl~St,~ 
all died young. and arc buried in the old \\.ilkinson 
gravt:yard., in ()hio. 

14TH.··· .:\S.:\IIEL \\.11..KIXS<)X. JR . . 
• \salic:1 \\"ilkin:;nn, Jr .• second child of second ,,·ifc. 

\Vas born on the old place Feb. 25. 1M24: 111anied llary 
Colhuul .. \pril 3. 184~. 'They h;n·c had ti,·c children. 
Susann:,. <.i~rshan1. Xancr I•: .• \\"illiatn. and the young
c~t. \\·ho dic:tl before hl--ing niuncc.L 

(.- srsA~X:\ \\.(LKLXSUX 

1uarricd J-:d\\·ard l"lrich. \\·ho died in 18:-t7. Thcr hatl 
nnc chilcl. ll.\R\·. ,,·ho n1arricd lltltnn .:\hhnt. a farntcr. 
and the.. .. ,· reside at Sitlnc,·. < )bin. 1"hc tttnthcr. Susan-. . 
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na. a \\·ido\,·, lh·cs \,·ith then1. 
2.--<iRESHA:\I \\.ILKIXSOX 

married Flora I I cath. To thc:m ha,·c been born six 
children. four lh·ing. t\\·o dead. ,·iz: l .. illian. (dead) 
Pearl \·ictoria. f dead, 1-:rncst. Bessie and Tony H. 
The,· arc farn1crs. and rc..isiclc ~ix 1niles from llonmoth . 
Springs •• -\rkan:;.u. 

3- -XAXC\" F.. \\.11..KIXSOX 
married Peter Kc.:cscckcr. and tht!\"' ha\·c one child • • 
J-:chvarti. They- bclon~ to the llcthodist church. arc · 
farmers and reside at Lake \·ic,,·. ()hio. 

-1.. \\"11 ... 1..1.\ll \\·11 .. KIXSOX 
married Sarah l·lcath. and tl1c\· have t,,·o children. ,·iz: .. 
llaud and Blanche. The,-· arc also far1ners and belong 
to the llcthodi~t church: residing on the old place 
\\·ith his father. ~\sahcl \\.ilkinson. Jr .• ,,·ith his_ \\·ifc. 
his son \\.illiam and his fa111ily reside on the old place 
\\·here his father s'-1:tlcd before the ,,·ar of 1812. The . 
old he\\·cd I~.{ house has been pla-itcred and \\·cathcr-
boardcd. Ile is a farmer. and both he and his \\"ifc be
long to the llt.athodi~t church. Both are yet acti,·e in 
life. and make it \·ery pleasant and interesting for those 
\\·ho ,·isit thc111. 

This concludes the bio~~phy of the \\.ilkinson fatn
ilr a....; \\·e ba\·c it. including ~\sahcl \\9lkinson. Sr .• and 
his fourteen children. except llary. 1uy grand!!tothcr., 
\\·ho is next gi\·cn .. \\.ith son1c of the fan1ilics it is 
quite 111cagcr and itnperfcct. It is after manr efforts 
tbat S<> n1uch has bcc:n secured and thus co1npilcd. 

P.S. There are sc,·cral \\·ell-to-do \Vilkinsons li\·ing 
in and about Pctuhcrtnn. (1hio. a111011g ,,·hon1 arc Isaac. 
and Xe\,·ton. \\·hose fathers ,,·ere Tho1nas and Isaac. in 
funu~r da,-~ ,,·calth,· 1ncrchants of th;1t localit,·. These . . -
arc ail ·distant rclati,·cs uf .\sahcl \\"ilkinson, anu bear 
a f;uuih· n .. -sctnhlanc~ . 

• 



ll/fJfJJt .. Jl'll 1 •. 
--------------------- -------

ROBI~RT .\XI> lI.-\R\ ... \(_I•:X..:\Xl)l~R. 
Robt..'11: and liary { \rilkinson ·, ..:\lcxandcr. n1y ·grand

parc11ts. a~ before stated. \\·ere n1anied in 1-<>gan coun
tv. ()hio. 1:ch. 26. 1S22.. Th'"'"'\. took into their bo1nc - -
P'"'-ter .;\lcxandcr. Robert·~ youngest brother. then an 
orphan. and he I h·cd \\·ith them for sc\·cral · y<..-ar~.. 1 n 
tb~ ),.t.-ar 18.?~ -they both joined the llctbodist church .. 
In their bu1nblc little home in ()hio, in that earl,· da\" - . 
of holll.~t toil. they struggled hard for a lh·cliboud un-

til the 111onth of llay. 183;. \\·hen \\"ith a fan1il}" of six 
children. in co1npany with his brother. ..:d,,·ard :\lcx
anderand fa1nily 1110\"cd in co,·ercu \\·agons thr-ougb the 
,.,·ildcrncs.~ to J-:lkhart countr. ( >hio.. ( >n this trip the}· 
tcK,k \\"itb them horses. cattle. sheep. hogs. a :;hcpbcrd 
dog etc ... \\"ith two or tbrc:c hired n1cn to assi~t in drh·
i11g the stock. l11 tl1at day the ,,·agon roads ,,·ere ,1uitc ·: 
nc\\· and difficult of tra\·el. and it took n1an,· davs to - ,. 
make thi~ short trip. I n~pircd. ho\\·c,·cr. ,,·ith the hope. . 
a11xicty and curiosit)· of a honu: of their ou·n in a nc,\· 
country. they cheerfully pun.ucc.l their \\·ay through tbc 
\\"ildcrne~ and aero~ the s\\·an1ps clay after dar to tlu:ir 
destination. I lcrc tbl-y tcn1porarilr :,;topped until Feb. 
1838, \\"hen they again rcsun1cd their tra\·cl in the sa1ne 
co1npany and 111an11cr to the then \\·ild and ahnost uu
inh;1bited lane.ls of Jackson to\\·nship. \\.ells count)·. 
\\'here .Robt.·rt and Ed\\·arc.l had each entered a tract of . 
16o acres of lane.I in the fall prc\·inus. ()n these lands 
not a tree: h,ul been cut. 'The,· built their c,thins, c:tch • • • 

on his o,,·11 tract. a di~t,UlCl" of about a half n1ile _apart. 
In the 111c;u1 ti1ne both f,unilic~. together ,,·ith t,,·u oth
er fan1ilics. Ih·cd in a n1dc lo~ c..-ahin ahout three c.p1ar
ters nf a n1ilc distant. In this cabin t\\·t.·nty-six per
sons lh·l."c.l togeth~r for a period of t\\"o or three ,,·c:t:ks. 
Tbc sn1all lo~ hut Rubert first built on his o\\·n huul 
b:ttl but Olll" ruoiu anc.l one tlour. . ·r1te door ,,·as n1all~ 
high ~nuugh fro111 thl· ground ~n thitt the hug~ cuulc.l 
nnt get insi<ll·. ( ht ti~t 1110\·in~ into it l·lapf ,n~trds ,,·c.·rt· 
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used for a -floor. laid o,·er the sno,\· and n1ud until the 
fire tha\\·cd and dried the ground. At this time there 
were but six oth<.'T fan1ilics in Jackson to\\"nship. 

The frontiersmen \\·ere good marksmen. and from 
the abundance of deer and other \\·ild anin1als thC\· -procured their n1\..~t. \\.ith the old-fashioned flint-lock 
rifle it' wa.lli not an uncon1mon thing for boys to go into 
the woods and kill deer so large it had· to be cut into 
pieces before taken home. One of them _.ould sta}· 
for hours and \\"atch the gan1e \\"hilc the other \\·ent af
ter ht:lp to carry or haul it hon1c. The entire count!}· 
,vas thickly tin1bcrcd. so that mo,·ing object.-; could be 
seen but a fe,\" rods a,\·a\·. The Indians abounded on -
e,·cry hand, ro\·ing about -in their nati\·c_ garb ... Indian 
stvle." · -The first church socict}· in the to\\·nsbip \\clS org~n-
ized at Robert :\lexandcr·s house \\·ith elc,·cn mem
bers. The first ~rmon \\·a=; preached in their little 
cabin by the Re\". (ieo. \ \'. IJo\\·crs. on Christmas c,.:■c. 
1838. The preacher \\·as a tall. black-eyed. )>lac.k h_..ircd 
yoQng man of about t\\·enty-fi,·e. and ,,·i~h a clear, sharp 
\"Oice. He tra,·clcd 25 miles on foot and held r~JUlar 
meetings at· this place 'for many \\"eeks. In 1840 Rob
ert v.-as licensed to preach by the llctbodist quarterly 
conference,. after \\" hich he organized churches and held 
n1eetings all o\·er the cou11tr~:. This he continued un
til in his C:,ld days. Espcciall1· \\·as be called to preach 
fu11erals. I-le belonged to the old line \\.big party un
til the· organization of the nc,\· Republican part)". which 
he al\\·ays aftem·ards strongly. supported. 1-Ie ~en·ed 
for sc\·eral yt-:ars as. trustee of. his tow·nsbip. and filled 
other positions of public trust. He \\"as an honest; 
hard-\\·orki11g farmc:r. and al,\·ars took great pride in 
doing bis \\·ork right. By pcr~c\"Crancc and inclustt)· 
he addc<l one acre after an, ,tbcr to bi~ cul th·atcc.l land 
until be 1uadc a fann. I I is education \\·as. \·cl'}· n1cagcr, 
but his n1:u1ncr anll lan~FUagc \\·t:rc such that the lack of 
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schooling \\·as scarcclr noticed. It ho\\·c::\·cr cn1bar
rasscd hin1. so that in his old age: it '\\·as a ~'Teat ta...;k 
for hitn to go before the. public. 11c said others ,,·ere 
educated and \\·ould kno\,. he \\·a-; not. .."\s a public 
speaker he \\"as much abo\·e the a,·era.gc of uncducatt.'"tl 
men of that cla.-;s in his da}·· His judgment was brc,ad 
and liberal. and he \\"as consulted on important ques
tions of the day. In business matters he \\·a.-; pron1pt. 
firm and dccisj,·c. I le scld,,01 \\·rote letter~. thi11kin~ 
he could not -:-;pell \\·ell; he had others do this for hin1 . 
• \nd vet a short letter \\·rittcn with his O\\"D hancl to his 

" 
daughter Rachel Sparr. dated Feb. 15. 1862. sho\\·s a 
.plain. ·clear business style. intelligently worded. and 
contains no misspelt words. Thi~ "·as a business letter 
in arui\vcr to ad\·icc a~kcd for by her. .-\ltho11gh "·rit
ten son1c 8 or 10 years before his death \\·a.~ probabl}· 
the la.~t letter he C\·cr undertook to \\"rite himscl f. I 11 

disposition he •·as characteristic of good hu111or and of 
.. cracking dry jokes.'· and yet in all thinb-rs quite :natter 
of fact. To hi1n life ,,·as a st~rn r~ality. IIc "·as \\·ar1n 
hearted.and benevolent. and \\"Ould rob himself in or
der to- contribute ·to the needs of others. I-le had son1c. 
peculiaritit..i.s: one \\·as. he ,,·ould ne,·er ride on horst.."'
back in making trips through the neighborhood, but 
preferred to walk as a n1attcr of right as he helic,·ed. 
He ne,·er \\·oulc.l ha\·e bis picture taken. In religious 
.n1attcrs. he concerned hi1nself deeply in the ~piritual 
\\·clfarc of his neighbor. l,;ntil ht=" \\·as quite old he 
\\·ent wherc\·er called to preach. or to visit the sick and 
poo~. administering help ,,·berc,·er he found nc:cd. In 
size and appearance Robert .. ;\lexander \\"a-; a 013.11 a 
httle above medium size. broad shouldered and \\"t'II 
proportioned. black hair. changing to an iron gr&ty 
which he \\"ore cut short. ,·ery little bald. broad forhcad 
\\"ith blue or gray cyt.-s and a hca,·y beard \\·hich he al
\\·ays kept sb_a,·cd. 1-1 is features \\·ere strong and char
acteri~tic of firmness. and in g~n~ral appcarancl." he 
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set.'111cd to change but \·cl}· little during the last 10 or 
I 5 }·cars · uf his life. (Jn bis death bed \\;ith his chil
dren hvathcred about hin1, \\·hen his \·oicc \\"'a.~ so \\·~k 
it could onlr be hL-ard in a \·cry faint \\·hisper. among 
his la.-;t \\·ords be said: .. I am going to lea\·c you no\\·. 
I ha\·c done nothing. I a111 but a hun1ble \\·orm of the 
dust. If I ha,;c been instnnncntal of any- good I an1 
,vorthy of no credit for it. - I ha\"'e merited nothing: it 
is the \\·ork of 01,· llaster:• I-le said: ··It has ah,·a\·s - -
been _111y prc1yer that I might die in n1y right n1i11d and 
\\·ithout pain. so that I could tell this experience to you. 
1·bat prayer has IJcen tully ans\,·crcd."' .:\s the breath 
wa~ lea\·ing hin1. he nanu:d a number of his friends \\·ho 

had g<>nc before. and said he !ia\\" them a,,·ay in the dis
tant surrounded b,· thousands of star~. Thi~ \\·a.~ hi..; - . 
last testiinony. lie died .:\pril 4. 18j2. I-le \\·a.-; a lo,·-. 
er c>f 1uusic and his fa\·oritc h,·n1n \\·as: .. There is a . 
fountain filled u·ith blood."" \\·hich by his request ~,·as 
sung at his funerc1I. 11 c \\"as buried at :\sbury Chapel, 
near bv his ho111c. -llary .-\lcxandcr ..... \unt Polly .. as she ,,·as best kno\\·o · 
( n1y grandn1othcr.) \\·as a \\·on1an \\·ho al\\·ays showed 
~rrc::at concern for otb~rs \,·hen in need. She ,,·as con
sidered the best \\·on1an in the countn· to \\-ait on the -
sick. In fact she \\·as called the country· physician. In 
her 111anner she \\·as acth·c and quick. 1-lt:r ,·oicc hac.l 

• in it an affectionate. chanuing ring .. peculiar to her kine.I 
and motherly feeling for others. ah\·ays read}· to ac.l
ntinistcr to the sick and the poor. She c\·en kept food 
bakt:d and ready to gi,·e a,,·ay tn such persons. llt:r 
charity \\·as c\·cr cxhiuitc<l on all sides \\·herc,·er po\·t:r
tv \\-a.~ found. She \\·as bcnc\·olcnt and \\·ould tnakc . 
great pcn~onal s.."l.crifict.-s in order to be able to gh·e to 
otbcr~. She \\dS not only a kind. ltn·ing and indulgent 
1uothcr tu her o,,·n fatnih·.. hut \\·as ah\·a,·s rcalh· to . . . 
sbcc.l a tear for the troubles of otbc:r.s. l·lo\\·c\·cr. she 
\\·as usuallr clu .. -crful. ,t ;,:,",d talker anti a great story 
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teller. In size she \\·a" slender. aud belo\\" the a\·cragc 
in \\"'eight. I fer hair \,·a~ bro,~n and golden and Dl.9\·cr 

turned 1:,,ray. her cyc.!S \\"Crc bro,\·n. and for n1any years 
before her death there \\·a.-; a lai:_~c lun1p 011 the frc,nt 
of her neck. 1-·or son1e 111onths bcfon: her death she 
becan1c aln1ost cntircl \" blind. Tbc,· li\·cd in the little - -
log cabin for ntany year~. "·hen it \\·a...; replaced by a 
small fran1c. \\"hich still stands in the ~an1c J>lacc. in 
this the}" both died. She died < >ct. 31. 1 S6<J. and is al
so buried at .\sbury Chapel. 

\\"c clo~ thi."' sketch of their li,·es \\"ith each of their 
obituaric:;. \\"hich ,,·ere published in the \\"c~-tcrn Chris
tian ~ \c.h"ocatc. 

"Re\". Rohen .·\lcxand~r u·a~ horn in llirlJin c-ount~·. Pa .. t:c:b. 
19, lj()J. and died in \\.ells county. Ind., .April ,1., 18;2. in hi:i d,:ht
ieth ,-·ear. \\-hile he "·as ~·et a child his p~1r.mt~ ca1ne •·est and 
~tied in Cbampai~rn county. C>hio. Her~ he J{rt.."\\" up to ni:in
hood. and on the .!6th of Feb. 18!!. "·a~ married to llis.-. l,Jary 
\\.ilkinson. In 1825 they wen: both t·on,·ertc:d and joined tbe 
)lethodist Epi~opal church. und~"I' the late Re,·. l..c:,·i \\.bite, 
and at nnce beJ:"'.in an acth·e and earnest l:hristian life. In 1~8 
he•·~ granted an exhnrter·s Jicc:n~. and for t\\·el\·c years he 
sen·ed the chul't"h faithfull~· in this capadt~·- ne,·er ~ ... rar<ling bis 
authority ;L" a mere)~· honorary relation. but as ilnp&.-in,:. aC"th·e 
responsibilities. After f"'hanging hi~ plaf"'c of ~idc:nre ~omc t\\·o 
or three time~ he tinall~- ~ettl~d in the ~nuthcrn part of \\\.·lls 
count,·, Ind., in the fall of 18~. tht:n an ahno~t unbn,kc:n \\"ilder-. . 
n~. Hut he did not, like m:iny. lea~~ off the dain1~ of reli~rion 
because of the hard~hi ps and e1nbarra~sn1~nts ilwidc-nt to h~.,:in
ning life in a new country. httt c:r~:tin~ for bin,~df and fantih· a 
small cabin. he also ererted thl· fan1ily altar. fnnn whic:h ascended 
the incenst• of the 111oming and e\·ening ~crifice. and the altar 
fires were ne,·er allow~ to gn out. Soun after he had entcrt:e.1 his 
cabin hon1e, hearing of Brother John Er,·in. :i local preacher lh·
ing at son1c: di~tant·t". ht.• ~ought hin1 out and engagt:e.l hin1 to • 
come and pn·ach in his wildcmt.~s huntt". to th~ f~w ~e:tlcr~ "ho 
\\"ere near enough to he gotten together:· and :-non after the 111i:

sionary. Re\·.<.;.\\·. Huwers. then tr..t,·clin;{ up and down thntu~h 
that rec,:ion of rountry. found his "·ay to hi~ hun1ble hoanc. and 
established a n,:ul:tr p~:u·hing pl:u·e there: and on Christ111:t~ 
day. 1g_;H he ol"io::tnizec.l :1 l'"bL~s ()f eight pe~uns • .ind Father Al~x
andl•r wa~ · ap1.ointlad lc::1d,:r: but the fart w:1s :oinon di~rn\"l·n-c.l 



that he \\.15 cap:ible of sen;ng the church usefully in a more ex
tended field. Accordingly, in 18-10 he ,-ras licensed to preach, and, 
ft:eling callt:d of God to a more responsible work,. be at once be
gan to look out for opportunities of usefulness. calling- the peo-
1,Ie t<Y~ether and preac-hing- to them where only a few- u;llint-r 
hearers could be found: and, w-here,,.er it \\clS practicable. fom1-
ing soci-eties. and. as soon as he could. securing for them the ser
vices of the rc,~ular i:inerants. In this way, with the blessing of 
God. tbe field within his rc:ach \\"as soon all occu1,ied for Christ.. 
and until the moming of eternity it will not be kno\\"D what gra
cious results were achie,·t.~ by the faithful labors of this good 
man. He continued to work a~tively for tht! g'lory of the llaster 
un:il the infirmity of a~e and the weight of years compelled him 
to desis:. Rut although unable to go out and do acti\"e servir.e 
as in forn1er years. his :,.rreat 1,le-clSure in the church·~ pi:o5pcrity 
was anabatt.-d. 

--Jn 18fJCJ he "·as attacked with a ~e\"ere s1,dl of sickn~. from 
"·hich the family and fric:nds thought he would not con1e up, but 
after a time he seemed <1uite reco\·ertd. It "-as during this sick
ness that he rc:cei'9ed the •·itness of full sah·ation. \\"hich he con
tinued to confess and enjoy until he gain~ the hon1e of the bless
ed in Hea\·c:n. ln llarch L~t he was prostr.ited with a chronic 
form of diarrhea. and continued to decline steadily until the .ith 
of April. "·hen death ended the st111ggle. Throughout his last 
sickness he "·as ,·e11· full of ,,~ce. and his end ~-as most triumph
ant. His \\i(e and two of the children preceded hi1n to the better 
land, and four of the children yet ren1ain below. but are seeking 
to join the: dep:1rted ones. where parting \,·ill he no n1ore:· 

•·llary Alexandc:r. wife of Re\·. Rohcrt • .\le~ander, and daugh
ter of As."lhel \\.ilkinson. died in her se,·enn·-sixth ,·ear. She . .. 
\\"'as born in \·irginia in 1;q3. and 1no,·ed to Chamr,ai~n county. ( ,. 
-in 1815. and was n1arrit.-d to her no,\" her~a,·ed husband 1-·eb. :?6, 
182:?. She was converted and united with the llethodist Episco
pal church in 182;. She en1igrc1tc:d to Indiana in 183j. and settled 
on what is now the old ho111este:1d. in \\" ells county, in 18.3-~. She 
r«eh·ed gladly to her new ho111t: on Christ111as da~- of the s:une 
year. that n1:m of God. R~\·. l;. \\·. Bow~rs. and for thiny years 
man,· cbrisLian ntinisters have found hean,· "·dcon1e to her borne . -
;md hospitalitit.-s. ~be n1aint:Lint-d and enjoyed the lif~ and 110\\·-

er uf r-:li1,rion fur thiny-two years. She sutTert:d much bodily af
tlictio11 since llard1 18fx,. and fur nearh· t\\·o ,·ears suffen..-d the . . 
loss of sight. Sl_u: had a 1,ar:dytic stn>ke llay ~3. 1868 and a sec-
ond one t )ct. JO. l )n the follo\\·ing day ( >ct. 31. she peacefully 
1,ass~ thnlugh cll-ath :ind joint.~ the ransnn1t'."d on the:- other side 



JJJU(]llc-ll'l/ 1 ·. 

of the rh,er to share in bliss immortal." 
To tben1 ,,·ere born six cbildrcn. all of \\·hon1 tbcv -

raised and becan1c parents. \·iz: Rachel. John. Jan1cs, . 
Xanc,·. Robert F. anti Bctt,·. • • 

1.- -R • .\CHEI ... .\LEXAXI>I-:R · 

\\·as born in Lo:{.lD c,,ant}·, () .•• -\~>ril 3. 1823. She re
sided \\"ith her parents until her n1arriage. In l.-arly life 
she became a member of the llcth1.•dist church. She· 
married the Re\·. Jan1cs Sparr. Sept. 29. 1M46. lie u·a.~ 
horn in Cabbel county. \"'a.. llay 22. l~lj. I le \\·as for 
man3,· years a tra\·c!ing n1inistcr under the direction of 

· the quarterly confl!rencc of the llctb,,dist church. and 
c,·cr since ha~ been anJ is y.:t a local preacher in that 
church. .-\nd c\·cn DO\\·. at the a:;:c of i5 years. be 
prcachc..-s a scnnon almost \,·eckly in soanc of the-neigh
boring ~ocictics about l~ uncic. ll c \\"a~ compelled to 
gh·e up tra\·cling on account of poor health. I-le ha" 
ah\"a\·s bc."Cn and-is \·et an industrious man. has \\·orkcd • • • 

hard b>9 da1,·s \\·ork at his trade. that of cementing cis-
terns. for a lh·elihooc.l. He \\·a.-; at one time en~ragcd 
in the hotel business for a short time. I-le is an indus
trious student and bas consequently kept hin1~lf ,,·ell 
infom1cd on the current e\·cnts of tl1e da,· as \\·ell a.~ 

• 
matte:~ of a general and secular character. He is a 
man \\·ho makes but fe,,· enemies. kind. generous and 
symJ>athetic ,,·itb all. and is cspcciall),· bclc>\·cd h}· his 
fan1ily an<l fri~nds. _ Rachel Sparr has been in 111any 
\\·a}"s prun1incntly conncctc::d \,·ith public \\·ork. espec
ially in the \\·on1an·s For~ign llissionarr and \\\nuan·s 
Christian l"cmpcranct: l~nion. She has ah\·ays been an 
acti\·c and earn~st ,,·orkcr in the llethodist church. 
She is \\"ell knn\\·n for her hclpin~ hand on behalf of 
the poor and cast utT. She is a \\·01nan of cxc~llcnt 
judgn1ent and of n1orc than a\·cragc ability. She h;L-; 
n1adc a careful stud,· of nature:. and her safe counsel . 
anll ad,·icc con1es f runt a \\·id~ obscr\·atinn a:1t.l a dc:cp 
cnncen1 for the \\·clfarc uf hu111anit\·. She ha.-; nu1nv . . 
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of her n1othcr· s charactL-ristics. and has alw-a,·s tc"l.kcn -
grt..~t intt..-rest in collecting and prc~n·ing biographical 
skctcht.~ of her ancestors. They reside pleasantly and 
conifortabl}· alone in their old age at lluncic. Ind .• 
u·hcrc their honac ha-; al ,,·a\·s been. To them ha\·e been -
born eight children. ,·iz: R'>bt..'"11: (i .• jan1es lL. liar}· 1-: .• 
Julia 1-: •• Rachel 1-: •• I..ctta 8. and En1ma ll. 

Roui-:KT (;cTHRU•: \\els born ()ct. 2;. 18.iS: died at 
about I year of a•rc. · - ~ 

J.\llF.S lln.Tox \\·a.~ born .\pril 30. 1850: died at 1 

year and 8 months of age. 
lf.\K\. l~1.1z.\ln-:-r11 \\·as burn Feb. 1;. 1N52: died at 

tbc age of i n1onths. 
jl·1.1 • .\ Je:. \\·a..1t born July lj. 1853. She \\-a~ educated 

in the schools at ll uncic. and aftel"\\·~ds graduated in 
the medical sch=>ol at • .\nn .\rbor. llich. She \\·a~ first 
a teacher. mean,\·hilc preparing herself for a missionary 
to China. under the direction of the \Voman·s Foreign 
l\lissionary Society. l~arly in lifl! :;he joined the lleth
odi:;t church and has continued an acth·e \\·orker in it. 
She spent fi\·e re:ir:; as a mi~ionary tea-:her and phy
sician in Fo,l Cha\, .• China. \ \.bile there sl1e n1ct .;\u
gust Coffin. a tea merchant from Boston. \\·hon1 sheaf
tt.~\\itrd~ n1:irricd at ~luncie. Ind .• llay r. 1&'4. "'fhcy 
ha,·e one: child ,·iz: John .~\ugust. about 21,~ years of age. 
They reside at Hoston and arc cn~ragc:d in the n1ercan-
:tilc business. . 

R.\CH EL ~:LLEX \\"a.; born ;\pril 3. 1856; died at the 
age of 8 years. 

LE-IT.A lh::1.r .. 1-: ,\·a.-; born Feb. 26. 1858. She was cd
qcatcd in the schools at ll uncic and \\·a-; for n1a11,: -
years ·a successful teacher a.nc.l \\·ritcr. ha,·ing contrib-
uted 111any ,·aluablc articlc..·s to religious papers and 
other 111~-r:izint:s. She is a n1cn1hcr of the licthodist 
church and an acth·c tcntpcrancc \\·orkcr . .:\pril 5. 1881 

at lluncic. Ind .• she 111:irricd S:unucl I ... Luckett, a la\\·
ycr front ~i,uth•..:rn Ind. In 1:-;85 under th~ Clc,·cland 
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administration he \\Pas appointed to a high position in 
the interior dcpartn1c:nt. He is also a mcn1bt..-rof the 
11 etbodist church and a pron1incnt la\,·rer no\,. practic
ing in \Vashington, ,\"here thcr ba\·c rc::sided since his 
appointn1cnt there. Tht..-y ha\·c t\,·o children, ,·i;:: 
(ieorgc S., about six yt.~rs old. and a baby. 

i.:)lll:\ :\IELJS.~ • .\ \\·as born lla\!'" 22. 1860. She '\\·a.~ . 
educated in the schools at 11 uncic and \\·a-; tor sc\·cral 
rears a tt.~chcr there. In Xo\·. 1Mgo she married Joseph 
l\ro\\·n an ex-city· clerk of ll uncic. a1~d no\\· engaged 
in the insurance and real estate bu~inc~'i. 'fhey rc~idc 
at )luncic. 

'fhc eighth ,,·a_s an infant son t dead b,,rn J Oct. 1.1~2. 

l.--JOHS .\1 .. 1-:XAXJ>l-:R 
C n1y father) \\·a.-; born in I ... :>~an count}·, 0 .• "\pril 23. 
1825. \\.bcn about 12 years of age he n10,·cd "·ith his 
parents to \\!'ells county, Ind. \\.hen but a small boy 
about 7 rears of age. he witnessed the strange scene of . 
nature kno\\·n as the ••falling of the stars.n ) ha,-c heard 
hin1 speak of it in about the fullo\\"ing lanhruage: .. I 
\\·a~ a little bo)· and it \\els in tbc n1oming just before 
daylight, n1y mother ,,·as up and calh .. ·d us. there \\·as 

great confusion about the house, I rc1n out on the little 
porch and stood looking at t..lic strange sct..'11c. The 
stars \\·ere apparently falling to th~ ground about as 
thick anc.l fast ,L"i flakes of sno\\· in an ordin:tr\" sno\\· 

~ 

stonn.. There \\"iL"i no ,,·ind. all \\·as quiet an~l _ the sky 
\\"a-; clear. The stars \\·ere falling slo\\·lr around n1c 

and appeared to go out as soon as striking the ~round. 
The people ,vcrc excited and ala.m1cd. son1c almost 
\\"t:tlt crazy o,·cr this phcnont:.:non. Sonic thaught it 
the approach of the end of the \\·orld. Snntc \\·ere pray
ing. others consulting their bibles:· I le \\·orkcd ,,·ith 
bis father on the nc,,· fanu in Jackson tn\\·nship. help
ing clear the land and farn1 it until his n1anhond. Dur
in,r this tin1c he cnJ· o\·cd hut fc\\· of the 1irh·il\.""rt.-s crh·-:.. . ~ :.. 
cu bu,·s in tbl.-SC da,·s. In that da,· the,· ,,·ore botnl· . - - . 
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made clc,thing and stayed at hon1c. The neighbors 
\\"\!'re too far apart to do n1uch \·isiting. Thc:ir only 
Plea.~urcs in the \\·av of sport \\·as in huntin,,. ,,·ild ,.,.an1c • h h 

in the thick \\"(,c>c.ls. and fishing in the small strcants. 
I le dclightctl in hunting deer .and \\·ild turkey. and in 
this ,,·as quite succc."Ssful and skillful.. l{e used an olcl 
flint locked ritlc. \\·hich he kept for n1any years after 
his n1arriagc. l1c.-re I briefly relate one or t,\·o instanc
es fron1 his cxpc..-ricnccs in hunting. a-; he often ga\"'c 
tht:1n to us. This \\"a'i \\·bile he \\"as a bov and related ., 

to us n1an,· ,·cars aftcn,·ards. In one instance he shot ... 
a deer and broke ont: le!{ then caught it and it kicked 
hi~ clothes nt.-arly all off. he and the deer bad a long 
scuffle, and final h· he killed it \\"ith his knife. In an-.. 
otht.T instance be shot a large buck dc~r. It ran and he 
tracked it b\· the blood for ~inc di~tancc. finalh· cont-- . 
ing upon the buck he found him squatting on the 
~,round in a thick s\\·anip. \\·ith his head turned to•·ard_ 
his pursuer. llt: had a large 1>air of horns. and looked 
ferocious and appeared to be read)t for fight. "'fhc hunt
er at first somc\\·hat frightcnt..·d. supposing the buck 
to be lying in disguise. again firt.""<.I at the deer·s head. 
The big fello\\· n1<>\·cd not a muscle. Se,·eral more 
shot." u·t.Te fired into his h~"":ld. fin:tll}· \·cnturing up. 
thinking the: d1..""Cr ccrtainl}· dt.-ac.l by that tin1c. he found 
sc,·cn bullet boles through bis head. Tbc dt..-cr had 
been kil_led by the first shot. tbn,ugb the heart. ran 
so111c distance and fell dead. 

In his carh· life it \\·as characteristic of him to ac-.. 
co111plish ,,·hatc,·cr be undertook. be ,,·ould allo\\· no 
ho}· to out,,·ork hint. I I e ,,·as rugged and had ~rrit: I 
ha,·c heard hint sa,· the lla\· he \\·as fourteen ,·cars old - .. -
be cut and split .200 rads. "'fhis ,,·as considered a good 
days ,~urk for a 111a11. I lis ad,·antagcs fur sch<K,Iing 
,~ere liauitc,l. and his education ,,-as self n1adc. School 
pri\·il'-1,{cs in that n1..~,·l1· inhab1tt."1.l \\"ildcmcss \\·ere fc\\· 
and far ht.•t,1·1..-cn. Scbouls \\-~re usually supported by 
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subscriptions. and a tcrn1 l~tcd but a fc.:\,. \\"l!cks. \\"as 
taught in the summer tin1c. \\·hen boys \\·~re required to 
stay at ho111e and \\·ork. l{is an1bition to acquire an 
education ho,~c::vc::r. \\·as strong. .-\nd at one time \\"hen 
about 21 years of age he made arrangcn1cnts to take a 
course of study at \Varrcn. Ind .• by pay·ing his \\"ay in 
\\·ork. Intending then to take up the study of n1cdi
cine or la\\". either of ,,·hich profcs!-iion,:; he ,,·auld. no 
doubt ha,·c filled ,,·ith succes:; and honor. but bis plans 
,,·ere defc..-atcd. on account of his fathers 1ncagcr n1~ans. 
he \\"a" needed at ho1nc to hcl p pru\·ic.lc a li,·clihood 
for the fan1ily. I le ga\·c Uf> going to school .tt \\"arr~·11 
rather than ha\"C it said he \\·a.~ too Iaz,· to ,vork. 11 c -\\·orked out a great deal. and his \\·ages earned \\·ere 
turned in at ho1nc.. lie helped to clear and fence 
n1any of the nou· larg~t farsns in that neighborhood. 
()ftc11 he \\·ould take a contract for clc-caring sc,·cr.il 
acn.-s and do all the \\"ork hi1ns\:lf. but generally in 
those d:L\·s \\·ork \\"a.."i done fur da,··s ,,·a~rc~. at aboui - . ~ 

3i ½ cts. a day. and the laborer had often to \\·alk sc,·-
cral miles to get to his \\·ork~ .. \111ong the farms he 
helped clear I n1c11tio11. Dick llclntyrc. john ]Jyall. 
l>o™=Y llason. Judge (.ira\·c:~ and the (ircgory far111s. 
I have heard bin, ~"Y th:,t there were buJ fe\\· of the . 
old fam1s iP that neighborhood \\"hich he bad not 
helped clear. and n1akc. l·lc \\·as an1bitious to o,,·n 
land of his O\\·n. ,Ute.I aft~r he bcca111c of age bis tiinc 
\\clS \\·ell cntploycd and c,·t..·ry opportunity scizt:d to 
earn a1id ~,xc n1oner for that purpose. Front tbc carn
inlr-' of 111an)· n1onth~ hard toil he finallr bought and 
paid for a horse. Thi~ horse he roe.le to the \\·estcrn 
part of the st,1tc. \\·here he tnulcd hint. saddle and bri
dle for Mo acr~s of land. ·r1tis tract adjoinl·c.l his fath
cr·s plact: on the north. It \\"as co,·crcd \,·ith a hca\·y 
~rro\vth of tin1ber, a1ul had on it nun1crnus S\\·atnps and 
.. fro~ ponds:· It \\"it:; h~rc th.tt he began tu lay the 
foundation of his u\\·n ho1nc. l"\·l·n· roll uf tbi~ old tract 

• 



llltJf;Jt.J I'll J • •. 

of land \\-a.~ co\·ercd \\·ith trct.~ and shrubs. During a 
grt.aat portion of the rear n1uch of the land \\"as under 
\\·atcr. It ,,·a-. there in that \\·ildcrnc:-;s shut out in \·ic,,· 
fron1 c\·ery ,·estigc of ch·ili7.a.tion: there Wt-TC no de
fined roads. tbc onl}- inlets and outlets being littlc\\·ind
ing paths throu~h the \\·oocl~ marked out by blu.cd 
trees. It \\"as there \\"ith a br<.a~t full of pride. ambi
tion and hope. ,,·ith a heart light. cheerful and happ}·. 
\\"ith a constitution strong. acth·c and healthy. \\·ith all 
that fills. in~pircs and crou·ns a young.bra\·c.couragc:ous 
n1an. that he entered the onset of a proud and indcpcn
d~nt lif~. ·rhc ambitious and industrious young n1a11 

looks fom9ard: the future is bright and hopeful. ·rbc 
n1ind and the heart arc constanth· fixccl on \\·hat is in .. 
store for hin1. The cL~piring young n1an hastens "·ith 
anxict}· and looks \\"ith pride into the future \\"hen· he 
shall ha,·c built for hin1sclf a con1fonablc little ho1nc 
anc.l ha,·c \\"ith hiru tho!iic \\"ho arc near and dt:ar to hi1n . . 
Those happy days ar~ looked to and longt:d for though 
dark clouds of di~aurc1gen1cnt and disappointment of
ten o,·ershadc)\,. hint. ·rhesc promising dars mar ne,·
cr be fullr realized in all their hopcfulnt.~~- , .... c\\· 1·ou11g 
111en at the beginning b.n·c stronger dctcrn1ination~. 
brighter bopt.-s and f ullcr cuntidcnct.~ of their succe~s. 
than ditl this one at tbc onset of lifc:·s battle. \\.ith 
hitn tbt:Sc characteristics \\·ere in c,·cry step taken to 
anc.l fro111 his ,,·ork: thcv \\·ere in c,·en· lick ~truck. Tn . .. 
do ~0111cthing and to be son1cthiug .. in short. to inakc a 
succc~:; in life \\"a~ fir~t and la~t in bis 111i11d. in his 
strcn~rth and in his heart. lndc-t:d. thi!-i \\·as a fan1iliar 
characteristic throughout bi$ entire life. In the '1cgin~ 
niu~ he chopped llo\\"11 trees. rolll·c.l In~~. gnthln:cl 
hn1sh. pilctl :uul buntl.·d it: thc..·11 built r~•nccs arountl 
the ch .. ·arcd lane.I anc.1 planted it in corn. 1·1tis he did 
lun~ banded. \\"ith the help onl}· of the follo\,·ing fan11-
in~ outfit. ,·i7.: ctn axe. hoc. 111attuck. $p.tdc. plough and 
Olll· hnrst·. ·rhis ,,·a~ alt harcl ,,·nrk. and lll·Ccssarih· 

• 
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caused nu1ch exposure. yet these \\"ere happy days for 
hin1. ~oon a field of abuur iour or fh·c acres \\"cL'i 

clt.-arcd. and planted into corn. llany tn .. c; \\"ere still 
standing in the field and the stun11>S ahu~t touched 
\.-a.Ch other. hut nc\\" ground produced a gooll crop. 
Subsequently a neat iittlc bc\\"cd log cabin \\"a." built 
and co,·crcd \\"ith oak clapboards. also ;: little ruunc.l 
log stable for a horse \\·a...; built. and a com crib ntadc 
of poles. 

\\.bile a boy he ,,·.L'i llc\·cr kno\\"11 to engage in any 
,·en· \\·ickcd or imn1oral conduct. Ho,·s in those d,L\·s - - .. 
in that nc,\· country ,,·ere less gh·cn to inunoral and 
,·icious habits and practices. and of course \\·ere sur
rounded ,,·ith ft.·\\·er te1nptations and opportunities for 
such than the boys of no,\·aclays. cspc:cially those of 
the cities and 1norc thicklv settled conununitics. I le .. 
had a positi\·c Jislikc for anything in1purc or \·ilc. and 
\\·bile Yl"t a boy he rcsol~tcly shunnl·cl bad co1npany 
and places of c\·il tendency. but rather sought that· 
kind of socictr that was pure. ennobling and clc\·atin~. 
~\t th~ age of about lj. in the fall of 1M41. at a :\leth
odist protracted n1ccting in his fathcr·s old log barn. he 
joint..-<l tbat cburch. Front the ,·cry bt.,tinning of this. 
as in all his undertaking~ he ,,·a.~ ;1-n acth·c: and ~arn~~t 
\\·orkcr. as \\·ell as a consistent and faithful n1t·rnhcr. 
:\t first the buys sought to ridicul'-· his action in taking 
this step. but it sccn1c:-ll only to tnakt.· hin1 wo\\" strong
er in his cun\·ictions .. and the tuorc dctcnuincd to stick 
to it thr,,u~h all opposition to the end. In thn~e days 
tbc :\lcthodist quarterly conference con\·cnl·d in the 
fall of the year. and supplied their circuits \\·ith preach
ers. I le joinctl under the latter part of the atltninis
tration uf the Rt·,·. ( >ckcrrnan. \\·ho tninl\· still rcn1crn-

• 
bt:r. Sonu: three rears later on X c\\" \· t.·ar· s c,·c 1 X.,l4. 
in bis fathl.·r·s house he ,,·as cun,·t'rt'-·d. It \\·as at a 
,,·atcb-n1t.·ctin~ held by the official ntl·tnhcrs of the 
the church. In thosl.! days it \\·as cuntnu,n tu hold 
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such met.-ting:-; in their hou~c~ around the fireside. ...-\t 
the time of his con\·ersion. the Re\·. Richmond \\·as the 
pr<..~cher in charge. although not present at "the time. 
This \\·as an experience and the beginning of a life. un
doubtedly real and la."ting. This is not only testified 
to by \\·itnt..~st.'"S still li\·ing, but \\·a-; fully cxen1plified 
throughout his \\·hole life. \\"ith him it \\·a.-; steadfa-;t. 
gro\\·in~ and ripening \\·ith experience and age. Par
taking dailr of the conciousness of its realities. he 
J·,oked on,\·ard and Ull\\"ard. battling \Vith the con1mon 
encn1y of n1ankind. f le marched \\·ith untiring treacl 
on and on. facing opposition. clisappointn1cnt and cnc
n1ics. i.·aith grc,\" stronger and brighter. a-; his eye 
\\·a-; e\·er kept upon llim of \\·hon, he talked and in 
\\·hon1 he had all trust. He nt..,,·er faltered. ne,·cr looked 
back\,Pard. ne\·cr grc,\·_ tired: but \\·ith unshaken confi
c:lencc in the lf astcr·s promises. his \\·ay gre,\" brighter 
and brighter to the ,·cry end of his tin1c on earth. 1:ro111 
tbe time of his con\·cr~ion he began a careful study of 
the bible. \,·hich he earne~tly pursued through life. an<l 
to him life ~came a stem reality. ()n the I jth day of 
l[a}· 18-19 he married :\lelissa Sparr. Their n1arried life 
\\"ill be taken up further on. after the biography of the 
fantilics of Sp:trr and Guthrie. Xext in order no\\" is: 

J.-JAllES .:\LEX.-\~OER. 
born near Quincy. ()hio •• -\ug . .?j. 18.?j. I-le lh·ed at 

· hon1c \\"ith his parents and learned to fann. \\"hilc a 
young _n1:u1 he did 111any a hard da~ls \\"ork on neigh
boring farins. By his industry and cconotny he pur
chased a $111:tll tract of land adjoining the old place. 
L:pon this he built a littlt~ lug cabin and hc!,!an n1aking 
his o\\·n hon1c. l >ct. 15. I 83~. he tuarricd :\I ary :\I c Kt.·c. 
Thcr rcsitlctl at their hornc fannin~ until about tht: 
YL~r 1866. \\·h~n his parent~. ft:cling that they \\·ere get
tin~ too old to I h·c alone. rnaclt! a distribution of their 
property and by rnutual consent the old farru \\·a.~ dccd
t.·cl to Jantcs in con~i<lcration th:tt he nu>\·c upon it anti 
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take care of tht: old folks the re111ainder of their Ih·cs. 
They ha\·c c\·cr since resided upon this place. lie 
sen·ed a.'i a soldier in the union arn1y during the la.~t 
year of the rebellion and \\·as honorably discharged at 
the close of the \\·ar. lie is a succt..assful farrncr and 
bclie\·l.-s in follo\\·ing but one occupation. Rotb he and 
bis \\·ifc ha\·e been faithful n1en1bcrs of the llethodist 
church since earl\· in their lh·c.."S. In all his undertak--
ings be is cautious ancl considerate. and in 111ost mat-
ters is a sa.fc counselor. I le is strictly straight fon\·ard 
and conscientious in all of his dc.'1.lings. \\.ith charity 
for all. he is e,·cr ready to extend a helping hand to 
those in need. lie prefers to deny bin1sclf of an}· lux
ury in order to provide \\·ell for others. J-lc is \,·ell 
kno\\·n in his count\·. and has fc\\· if an,· cnc1nic..-s. llis - -
schooling \\·a:,; lin1itcd and his education 1u.~cc~saril:r 
practical: docs his O\\·n indept.."ndcnt thinking. and he 
belic,·cs in the motto: ·•He sure you arc right and then 
go ahead:· In politics he has ah,·ays been a Rt:publ i
can and a strong ath·ocatc of tc1npcrancc. He has 
held to,,·nship offices and has helped organize different 
church societies, Sunda,· schools etc. • ( He has 1nan,· - -
of the charc1ctcristics of n1\· o,,·n fat her. and to n1c he -
seems in n1an\· resot."Ct~ tnuch like hin1.} 

• l 

To them ba,·l· bt .. cll born four cluldrcn. \"i7.: Rohcrt 
Peter. \\·01. r:d,,·ard. Julia Roda anc.l Jennie. 

Ro1n•:RT P1-:·r1-:K \\·as born Jan. 9. 1835. and died Feb. 
I l. IN6j. 

\t-:\1. Ell\\".\RI> ,,·as born Jan. 23. 1S3~t I-le is&~ grad
uatt: of the Indiana state norntal school at "I·crra l·lautc 
and has been a successful tt·acher in that state for a 
nun1bcr of yt:ars. l·lc: is at present principal of the 
schools at Xenia. (irant count,·. Ind. l)cc. 2~. 1XN.:? hl.· - -
ntarricd llary .:\. Buckles. a school teacher itlsu. ·ro 
thcrn lun·c been horn three children. ,·i1.: I luwanl. died 
at the agt· of one and a half years: (i~ur~c. no,,· five 
years of a~c. and Ruth. :thout thrl·l· ,rt·ars of a~c. Buth 
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he and bis \\·ifc belong to the llcthoclist church and she 
is pron1inently identified \\·ith the \\"'oman's Christian 
Temperance trnion.. · 

Jt:1 .. 1"\ Ron.\ \\"a." born June 18. I~~- She is a school 
teacher. Jan. 2. 18c)2 sbc married Clement Rig~rs. a 
fam1t.~. and the\· reside n~r her home. -

jEXXIE ( Sarah Jane) \\·as born Feb. rg. J8jl. Sbc is 
a teacher and ba.~ lt.-arncd the art of oil painting.. Sbc 
rt..-sidt.-s at bon1c \\·ith her parents . 

.J. -XAXCY .\1 .. 1-:X.-\Xl>J-:R 
\\"as horn l)cc .. 31. 1829- She married San1uel ln·in in 
the r<-..ir 1848 or 49. l"ht..·y mo,·ed to Blackford cou11t3,·. 
Ind .• •·here tbe,· resided on their fam1. Thcv \\·ere both - ., 
n1c..'1nhcrs _of tbc :\I cthodist church and highly t.-stcc111cd 
for their. upri:,:htnl."SS and n1any· good traits of charac
ter. She died ( >ct. j. 1854. and is buried nt..~r their old 
borne in Blackford COUllt\·. ·r O them \\"(..TC born two ., 

~hildren. ,·iz: John Bcn:~on and Robert Volney. . 
Jo11x B1-::sso:s· died from the effects · of a kick re-· 

cei,·cd from a horse. at h_is grandfather·s in \Veils coun
tr. \,·hen a sn1all boy about 4 years of age. I-le is bur-· 
icd at ~Asbury Chapel 

RoBEk"f \"en.SE\" \\·as born June 20. 1~51. in Hlack- • 
forJ counly. \Vh~n a young n1an he \\·cnt \\·est and 
spent sc,·cral years· prospecting anti 1nining in ltL-..110, 
{)rt.i{oD and California. ,,·here he acquired considerable 
\\·caltb. In 18~2 he returned hon1c. In 1883 be mar
ried Flora \"each of l{artford Citv. Ind. I-le has since . .. 
bought his fathcr·s old place four n1ilcs south of 1-lart
ford City. \\·here they no,\· reside and folio\\· fam,ing. 
They b«n·c had four children. three of ,,·ho111. arc lh·ing. 
()ne died in infancy. The nan1cs of the lh·ing arc :\lof
fat 11.. Pcm· and Paul. -

San1ucl l n·in ntarricd his second \\·if~ and they- re
sided on his fam1 until ( >ct. :!. l~So. \\·hen he dicll sud
tlcnly of heart disease. and is buried near by. I le \\·as 
an bonnrt.·,l :uul rl·~pcctctl citizen \\·hcrc\·~r kn,,\\·11. The 
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\\·ido\,· is still lh·ing.-
5.- -ROBERT F • .-\1..EX..\~UER 

\\·as born Sept. 16. 1832, near Quincy. C)hio. l{c \\·a.-; 

raised on his fath~r's farn1. and as he bcca1nc a young 
man a,·ailcd himself of e\·ery opportunity to acquire 

· an education. He becan1e a popular and succ<..-ssful 
school teacher, and taught in Indiana and ()hio. I le 
also engaged in the mercantile busines..'i in Obi<>, a ft.~\" 

yc.."3.rs before the \\ar. lfc \\"a.-; a roung n1an .of high 
and noble aspirations. lie \\·as in<.lustriou.'i. studious 
and patriotic, and n1uch adn1ir\!d hr all \\"ho knc\\· hi111. 
for scholarship and n1anr good qualities. l-lis moti\"cs 
in life \\·ere pure. his ambition. true patriotism and lo)"
altr for the \\·elfarc of his countr}". n1ar be better un
dcrstoud f ron1 some of his o\\·n language; so I here 
cop)· a fe,,· lines from a letter \\·rittcn by hin1 to ·his 
brother John. just before the battle· at the taking of 
\·icksburg b}· Grant. The letter is dated at ca.mi~ 
Da\·is. lliss .• llarch ;. 1863 .• -\fter dc~cribing a 14 days 
scout he had been on. and speaking of the soldicr·s 
Sabbath. he savs: 

. -
· •• I often •·ish I cuuld be with ~-ou in Asbury Chap~I •·herein I 
\\"ith you could worship the Creator of man, rather d1an be em
plo,·ed in dail~· labor on that da~·- Yet it is nc:c~ssary that we 
should attend to our duties on the S.-ibbath in the am1y. I hope 
it will not be long till \\·e can la~- do"·n C)Ur we:1pons nf "·ar and 
retum to our hon1es.·· 

Jn another· place in the san1c letter. in speaking of 
the progress of the ,,·ar, he ~ars: 

"Grant is about to take \·icksbur~. It is rep()rted that the rc:b
el annies there are st.."tr\·ing. Gener.ii ( ;r.mt thinks be can cap
ture the whole annr. lta~· he be successful is m~· wish. The 
prospect looks brighter .no,\" than at an~· time before. \\"hen pa
triotic soldiers say it must be fought thn,u~h. depend upon it. it 
will be done, (or the: am1v is bc,:0111ing more in earnest and it is . . 
detennint.-d to crush tht: rc:-hellion. not b~· accc:-ptin~ an am1is:icc 
or com1,mmise or an~· other terms, but that the: n:bel~ shall bt)" 

down their am1s and ren1m to ob~ienr~ of the laws whkh r .!~ti

late and hold this go,·crnn1ent to~c:-ther. -llay we ne,·er la~· dn"·n 
our :inns until tht• South n•:um~ tn their :1lh.~ri:1n•·~. \\" l\ s:t~· nn 
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compromise, no armistice, no separation but the union and old 
c-onstitu:ion unse\"ert:tt:· 

In spt.-aking of the fertility of the soil in the ~,utb. 
be ~avs:- · · -_ .. I think the. rebels bad bettc:r be beating th~~r swonhi into 
p!ough-s~res and their spears into pruning hooks:· . 

He left collcg~ at l:rbanna. ()hio. and enlisted in the 
am1y at the tir~t call of President I...incoln for 3 months. 
lie then re-enlisted for thrt.."1! \·ears. and scn·cd until -the close of the ,,·ar. and \\·a"' in the scn·ice in all four . 
)tear~·and three months. lie ht:longccl to Co. J-:. 5th 
< )bin Ca,·. \·01. Three ,·ears of the time he ,,·as order--ly ~rgcant: just before the close of the "·ar \\"a." 1:ro-
111otcd. I le f,,ught in in n1anr hard hattl<..~. among 
thc111 l ... ookout llountain and \ .. ick~burg. Through ex
posure \\·hi!c in the army he contracted hemorrhage. 
and at one tin1c \\·as sent ho1ne. not expected to li\·c. 
:\ftcr the ,,·ar he regained hi~ health.. Sept. 13. 1~. 

he 1narried Sarah ~\1111 \\"illiam~on. of Randolph C()UD

tr. Ind .• \\·bo had been a pupil of his \\·hen but a sn1all 
girl. Tht;y n10,·cd to eastern Kan~a...;. \,·here he took 111> 
a clain1 in ,·ic\,. of the change in climate in1pro\:ing his 
health. I lo\\"c\·cr. the disease grc,,· on hin1. and Xov. 
23. l~jl. he died and \,·as huricd by the ()dd Fcllo\\·s 
near (iarnett. Kan. I-le u·a~ a tall man "·ith broad 
high forchc:?d. and a hca,·y s."lndy beard. He ,,·as kind
hearted. jolly and good natured ,,·ith al_l ,,·hon1 he n1ct. 

· .I Ii:-; a\·eragc ,,·eight 1,·as about ljO pounds. Tlu..·-y \\·ere 
n1cn1bcrs of the ~lcthodist church. and in their lh·cs 
they both cx1.:111i1iificd the true christian character. To 
tbctn ,,·ere born t\\"O children. llarn· T. and I .. ota. -

I I.\RR\" T. \\·as born June 8. 186j. 1-Il." \\",Le; a school 
teacher and a tclcgr:tph operator. an apt. intelligent 
anti protnising young n1an. Ill.· \\·as raised in Ran
tlolph county. Ind .• by his grandfather. Joel \\-illiantson 
and al,\·ays ntatlt.· this place bis hon1c. l{c \,·as educat
ed at 1: rbanna. ( lhio. and l)an,·illc. Ind. Jan. 20. 1N9:!. 
be rl.·turnccl borne front l)l.·n,·c.,.r. l"olo .. ,,·hl·rc he had 



been about 4 n1onths. an<l on Jan. 22. t\\"o days after 
his return \\·a" in:;tantl}· killed by a falling tree in the 
\\·oods near by his gl'."clndfathcr·s. l·lc \\·a.~ buried near by. 

I.oT . .\ \\els born Xo\·. 13. 1M6g. She ha" ah\·ars lh·ed 
· \\·ith her 111other and stc:pfather near Ilccrficld. Ran
dolph county. Ind. She bas been c<lucatccl in < .>hio and 
at Dan\·illc. Ind. She is also a school teacher and an 
accomplished n1usician. .\pril 23. 1X92. she n1arried J. 
\\·. l{azlett. of Clinton countv. Ind .. a ~cho.,I teacb~r. -
a graduate of Delaware. ( )hio. and a prof cssor of pcn-
111anship. ·rhcy reside at llulbcrry. Clinton county. Ind. 

·rhc n1e,thcr rc-n1arried \\"'illia1n Stick, and the\· ha\·<.· 
• 

had one child. Cl\·de. no,\· about 12 ,·cars old. ·rhc\" • • • 
rt.aside on their farm in Randolph countr. She is a 
fa.ithful. zealous ,,·orkcr in the llcthodist church. She 
is also pro1nincnt in the.: n1issionary and temperance 
\\"ork. In these organizations and societies she holds 
high positions and is \\·ell kno\\·n for her ability an<! 
.influence as an earnest. intelligent and Christian \\·orkcr. 

6.- -BETTY C • ..\I..EX~\X l>E R 
\\·a..-. born near Quincy. l>hio. llarch. 22. 1N35. Sbc \\·as 
raised at hon1c in \VelJs county. Ind .• and Dec. 10. 1M~;. 
she n1arrk·d Charles S. 1.l."Onard of the s.'ltuc count,· . 

• 
The,· n10,·cd first to Dela\\·arc count,·. Ind .. then back - . 
to \\.ells county. ,,·here they o\,·ncd a ~111all far111. I le 
scn·cd as a soldier in the rchl·llion; ,,·as honorahh· . 
di..;cbar:gcd anti is no,,· c.lra,\·in~ a pcn.;ion. .-\ftcr the 
\\·ar the\· 1110,·cd to I lartfonl Cit,·. Ind .. \\·here the,· ha\·e . . . 
ac<1uircd a cotnfort~blc ho1nc and ~till lh·c. Ile scr,·c,1 
qne tcrn1 a.-; sheriff of Blackford county. and has filled 
oth~r positions of trust. 11 is husincss is that of a hun
bcr111an. 'l'hl"\" arc both nu:n1hers of th~ ~Icthodist . 
church. and she is kno,,·n as one of tlu: pron1inl.·nt and 
influential ,,·orkcrs in the cause of religion ancl tc1npcr
ancc. She is earnest and resolute in puttin~ forth her 
efforts to check the prugrl"SS of ,·icl· and intc1upcrcu1cl.· 
in :ul\· of its furn1.;. ·rhc,· ha,·~ h:icl thrl.·c: chil,ln.·n. ,·iz: . . 
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.=\sa i.:.. Robert 1:. and :\lathe\\" :\I. 

. .-\ .. "i.:\ i.:. ,,·a." born Oct. j. 1858. I-It! \\·as an educated. 
studious young n1a11. He ~,·as a printer at Tipton, Ind. 
I-It! died Jan. 18. 1883. and is buried at llartford Citr .. 

ROBERT FR.\XKI.l:S ,,pa." born Sept. 12. 1M61. I-le n1ar
ried . .-\dclinc Cra,,·. Oct. 2. 188:;. He is a·n1crchant and -
thC\r reside at I Iartford Cit,·. The,· haxc three children, - - -
viz: 1.-ola lL. Charles s.· and Florc....icc 1-:. 

if.\THE\\" \V. \\·a." born ()ct. 2;. 1866. lie ,,·as for 
1nanv \·t.~r~ an in,·alid. His trouble ":as that of a ,,·cak .... 
spine. I-le ,,·as an intelligent. studious young man of 
excellent morals and babits. and \\·a.-; highly esteemed 
for his man}· good qualities. He died • .\pril 2. 18go. 
and is buried at Hartford Cit,· . .. 



Son1c: ti1uc in the early- part ,.,f the 18tb century there 
was born 011 the ri\"'er Rhine. in Pru.-;sia. a n1an by tht· 
name of F redcrick Sparr. ..~11 that is nou· kno\\·n of 
hin1 is that he \\·as in this country in \Vashington·s tin1c: 
and \\·as a tory. and had a son named John. 

c:r=c,~:.Si-:
J()l·IX SP.-\RR. 

John Sparr \\·a~ born in (.icrn1any. in Jj48. lie en1i-
.grated to ... ~nu:rica and settled in Fayette county, Pa. 

in I j70. He "·as an acth·e soldier in tht: .. \merican ar
n1y of the Re\·olutionary ,,·ar fro1n the year ljj8 until 
its close. He fought in th1: battles of llo11111outh Court 
House. Princeton and others. and ,,·as also at the tak
ing of Corn,,·alli:;. lie \\"as aften,·ards a \"irginian. 1110,·

ing there in I ;97. I Ic was ct farrncr and a strung. rug
ged and resolute n1an. and a n1embcr of the: ll ethodist 
church. He dic:d in Lafavcttc countv. \·· a .. in the v~ar . . ~ . . 
1835. in his 86th rear. He \\·as th1: father of ten chil-
dren. nine of \\·honi he raised. His \\"ifc: ,,·as liar\" lla-. 
ria X eatha,\·k a nath·e of Pa. She was ten years young
er than her husband and was fr,;,n a ,\·c:althr. strong. 
1nindcd fa1nily. Sht: ,,·as abo,·c the a-v~ragc \\·on1an in 
size. Sht! alsu di~d in \·a. at the age of 86 yc,1rs. \ \" c 
ha\·e tht: na111t:s uf onh· seven of their cbilc.lrc.:n: the,· - -
are: John. Sa111ucl. Isaac. J..:lizabcth. Pollr, Susan and 
(it.'"ttrgc. (_ \Ve.· an.· not sure that the- orc.lt_-r i~ currt:ct 
t·xccpt onl r t ht.: nhlt-st and ruungest. t 
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1st.-JOl{X SP.-\RR. Jr. 
John Sparr. n1y grandfather. \\·a.-; born in St. Troy. 

P~L. Oct. :?2. lj8-J: n10\·cd \\·ith bis parents to \"irginia 
in li9i- I le ,,·a.~ a farmer. and Jan. 1S. 1810. he n1ar
ricd llan· ~\nn (iuthric. 1-Icrc \\"C ll.~\·c thcn1 until aft-., 

er the biography of bi-. brothers and sisters and the 
< iutbric fan1ih· . ., 

2nd.--S.:\lll7I•:I .. SP.·\ RR. 
San1ucl Sparr \\·as born in Pa .. in the year 1;&). I le 

\\·as a n1ccbanic and a far1ncr. and scr,·cd in the \\·ar of 
1812. lie clied in Farctte county. \·a .• in the rear 1M.~5. 

· at tbc a<h·anc~d age of ¢ years. \\'c ha\~c learned 
11othi11~ further of hi111 or hi~ fa1nil}·· 

3rd.- l~I .. IZ.\HJ-:TI I SJ>.-\RR. 
l~li7.ahetb Sparr. the third child \\·as born in Pa. She 

n1arricd a man b\· the na1nc of Koontz. She died in - . 
Fa\·ettc count,·. \\·. \·a., a fe\\· \"car~ since. at the ad-. .. ., 

,·anced age of ¢. She \\·as the n1other of t\\·o children. 
a son and a daughtt:r. Her husband ,,-as tak~n prison
er hr the rebels and died in I .. ibby prison. 

S.-\llrEI .. KO<>~T7. 
their son. is still lh·in~. He ,,·as a scout in the late \\ctr .. 
and in this ,,cty sought rc,·cngc for the death of his 
father. 
· The <lau~htcr is still li,·in~ also. but we cannot gi\·c 
her narnc. 1·his is illl \\"C kno\,. of l~lizabcth and her 
fan1ilr. 

-1th.-- IS-7\.:\C SP.:\ RR. 
Isaac Sparr \\·as horn probably about the year lj9() 

or 91. in Pa. I le \\·as one of the strong~~t n1cn in :\lun
roc count,·. \·a. I-le ,,•a.-; 6 ft. and 6 in. tall·; ,,·as assas-. 
sinatcd at the a~c of .?N years. and is buried in llonruc 
count,·. \·a. -
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5th. --POLI .. \~ SP.-\ RR. 
Polly· Sparr. the second daughter. rnarried Ua\·id 

Longinak~r. They nto\"c:d to Ind. and raisc:d a large 
famil>9: nothing further ha.-; been learned of th~rn. 

~?" 

6tb.-SU'S"-\ X .-\ SP.-\ RR. 
Susana Sparr. the oldest daughter. 111arricd l..c\\·is 

F'orelander. a \\"t:alth,· tanner. :\11 \\"C k110\\" of them ,. 

is: thc::r raised a large fan1ily in llonroc countr. \·a .• 
\\·here the,· both died. ,. 

;th. ---GJ.:<>RGl4: \\·. SP:\RK. 
(;c..llf>rge \\"'.Sparr.the youngest of the ten children 

of John Sparr. ,,·a'i born in )lonroe county.\\·. \~a .• Jan. 
13- 1803. He marri~d at the age of 20 to Sarah \\"'ick
linc. the daughter of a ,,·ealthy farn1er. of the san1c: 
count)"· The}· ,vere married in 1824. l·le was first a 
school teacher, then a clerk and a farn1cr. and ,,·as ed
ucated to practice la,,·.· They 010,·cd to ~lo~ and after
wards to Olney. Ill. .~t the age oi about 40 he joined 
the ll. 1-:. church. \\"'as soon after•·ards licensed to 
preach: he also filled nu1nerous county and to\\·11ship 
offices in Ill. He: \\·as an acth·t." and \\·ell educated n1an. 
a good public speakc:r and continued to pre,tch often as 
long as he Ii\·ed. He \\·as a strong. \\·ell preser,·cd 1na11 
and often said he ne\'·er kne\\· \\"hat pain \\·as. He \\"as 
·quite temperat~ and took gr~at care: of his health. 
lf anr_ of the last years of his life he spent in ,·isiting 
his children. grandchildrt:n and other relath·es. He \\·as 
ah,·ays chec:rful and hun1orous. and a good entertainer 
c:,·c:n in his last ,·cars. He had no dread of death. Hl· -
tli~d. at Olney. Ill.. Feb. 2j. 1&;1. and is buried tht'rt'. 
His \\·ifc died Septt'ntb~r 28. 1881. and is buried at tht' 
sanu: place. Ther raised fi,·e children: t\\·o sons anti 
three daugbtt."rs. ,·iz: \\.illian1 \\· .• Isaac X .• Julia.\ .. Is
abt-11 J. and Elixa :\[. 

t. \\"11.l.l.\~l \\·. SP.ARR 
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\\"as born in lionroe county. \V. Va., Jan. 26, 1825. lie: 
n1arried J-:li7..a .-\dan1s, Xo\·. 5. 1850. in llcags county. 
Ohio. Tht.~· had 15 children. \·iz: :Eliza ll., C)Ih·ia :\., 
Gt.~f'!-{e \\"'., u..'1:tic. llartin • .\., .:\rthur \\~ .• Sc\\·ard It, 
Robert X .• John<.: .• Sarah ll .• llary A. and Luella and 
I .. illy J- ( t,vins) The other t\\"O \~ere dead born. 

J-:LrZ . .\ ll. \\·as born in llcags county. Ohio. lf arch 30, 
•1851: died llarch 2;. 1857. and is buried at (ircat llend 
cen1cter\·. sa111c count\·. - . 

Or.l\"IA .-\. \\·as born July 10. 1854. at the: sa.111c place; 
died July 20. I M5 5. and is buried at Great Bend ce1nc:tc:ry. 

Gt:oRCit: \V. \\·a~ born at the san1c place Jan. 23. 1856: 
single: a mechanic and fam1er. an_d lh·es at <>lney.111. 

l .. t..Trn•:. born Sept. 13. 185j. in.the san1c place. <>ct. 
28. '82. she married Christian \\"'ht.""eler. a ~ldier in the 
late rebellion. and the\" ha\·c had t\,·o chHdrcn: llartin -
L .• died at the age of ; 3tears: and Robert R. Ther 
reside at Olne\·. - . 

ll.\K·r1x .-\ .• horn in Sc'lnlc place llarch .?4. 1859: ~in-
glc. a farmer. and resides at ( >lne;•. Ill . 

• .\RTHt:R \\· •• born in llca~rs county Sept. j. 1S6o: i~ a 
fam1er by occupation. 1-1 c married Clara \ \·heeler I>cc .. 
23. ·84. and they h.n·c four children. ,·iz: Charlt:s B .• 
1-:mcst J .. 1-Ienrr C .. and Russell. ''fhcy resiclc at Sa
,·o\·. Richland countv. Ill .. - . 

SE\\"..\kn lt. born in llcags county Fc:b. 9. 1N62; died. 
in Richland count,· )larch 2.2. 1~6~. and i.s buried at - . 
\\·csle,· ccn1ctc::r,·. Cl.n· count,·. - - . . 

Ro1u-:K"l" X .. born in ll~ags county :\lar 11. 1N63: is a 
farincr by occupation. 1--1 c 111arricd ..:\nna H. Jones in 
Richland county . ..:\pril 16. ·CJO. ·r1u•r rl"Sidc at ()ln~r

Juns l ... born in Richland county .Aug. 2;. '65: is hy 
profession a school teacher: .single. and lh·cs at ( >lncy. 

S.:\K.\H lL. born in Richland county ( >ct. .., 1. I86j: 
n1arricd llcrcbant Pilchard. a fann<:r. I.lee. 31. 1&)o .. 
l'ht•r ha,·t.' one son. Et1,,·i11 L l"hcir pustufficc address 
is Farnlt."r City. Iii. 
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:\L\a\· .:\ .• born in Richland county 1\pril 28. INjI: is 
single and resides at ()lney. 

l .. CELL.A ll. and Ln .. I .. \" I ..... t\\·ins. \\·ere born in Rich
land county . .-\ug. 2;. I~i3- Hoth died at the age of 
one \·car and arc buried at \\:-csh!,. ccn1ctcrv .. .. -

Tbe father, \\.illiam \\~.Sparr.died llay- lj. 'N4. and 
is buried at \\"cslc\· ccmctcn·. IIis \\·ido,\· still li,·cs - -
on the old hon1c place near <)lncy. 

2. -IS.\.\C X .. SP.:\k.R 
wa.~ born in Fayette county. \V. \·a ... Xo\·. 9. 1~26; n1ar
ricd J•:li7.a .. \. 1\:tcr Jan. 2. ·55. in llca~~ Co .• ()bio. She 
died in Richland countv. Ill.. and is buri~d in \\. cslc,· - . 
ce111ctcry. I le rt.~n1arri..:d to ll~trtha (iray :\pril 1:;. 
1M6g. in Richland county.. lie is a fann~r and their 
postofficc · address is Olney-. I le had two children. 
daughters. by his first \\·ifc. \·iz: 1-:l\·a J.:. and Sarah. · · 

]~1 .. \".\ 1-:. \\·as born Feb. 26. 1856. in · 11cags county. 
()hio; n1arricd "fhornas l>!~dc11. l•"'cb. 22. 1876. i11 Rich-. 
land county. Ill. She died Dec. 16. 18;6. and i~ buried 
at \Vcslcv ce111cten·. I-le is also c.lcad. • • 

SAk.:\11 ,,·a_~ born Sept. 30. 1862. in Richland county: 
married \\.illia1n Banta. in Sept. •~ii- ·rhcy have six 
children lh·ing and one dead. Their postofficc address 
is llontgo1ncry. Da\·is county. Ind. · 

3--JrLIA .-\. SPARR 
"\\"as born in Xicholas county. \r. \·a .. June 13. 1~2~; 

n1arried Ed\\·ard :\I. Roush. Xo\·. 13. 185~. by \\"hon1 she 
had nine children. ,·iz: Sarah 1\ .. .:\huena F .. :\largarct 
A .• :\'lartin J .. Charle~ :\I.. George 1-1., llary J .. Jessie (i. 
and I-:d \\·ard E. 

SAR.\H .\. ,,·as born in :\Icags county. (Jhio. Sept. 2. 

rH:; 1; dic<l ()ct. ➔• 18~4. and buried in the siunc count, ... - - . 
..--\1.1n•:XA F. ,,-,L~ born in ~Icags county. llarch 30. '5_,: 

111arricd IJa\·ill .:\dan1~ in I~i7• in l<.ichlant.l county. Ill. 
She- died ~o\·. ~. [!{~J. and is buri~d in Clav count,·. . .. 
·rhc,· had no children . .. 



died, and is buried in Den\·er. Colo •. :\ug. 6. 1885. 
llAKTIX J. \\·as born in lleags county ... ..\ug. 31. 185j: 

died in IA,\·rencc countv. Ill .. Jan. 18. IM.~: buried in - - . 
Cla,· county·_ - -

CH.\RLES l[. \\-as born in lleags county. No\". Ij, '59: 
married Ca'isic Hughes in l.a\,·rence coun'\:y. Ill .• in '83: 
is a mechanic by trade. It is postofficc 3:ddrt.-s.'i is 1318 
I nslee St.. Den\·cr. Colo. 

_(i1-:0Kr.E H. \\·as born in lleags county, Jan. j, 1862; 
died in Richland county, Ill.. :\ug. 24- 1N64. and is bur
ied in Cla\· countv. . - -

ll.-\K\. J. \\·as born in llc:ags county. l>cc. 26. 1863; 
n1arricd Jan1t.~ Shaffer. Oct. 28. ·s 1: died llay 10. '84. 
and buried at ( )Inc,·. 111. ·rhev had one: child. also dead. - -

JESSIE G. \\·as born in Richland county •• \pril 23. '66: 
died Julr 21. ·66: buried in Clay county. 
· Eo\\-.-\KI> t-:. \\"a...; born Xo,-. 19. '6g; single: is a clerk; 

a~d his postofficc add res~ is Grand I ~land. X cb. 
,1. -ISABELi. J. SPARR 

\\"a." born in lfonroc county. \Vest \·a .• l·la}· 28. 1832: 
married Bcnjan1in Sayers Xo\·. 6. 1S50; a11d they ha\·c 
four children lh·ing and one dead. ,·iz: Sarah F... 1-:na 
.:\ .• George \V .• llargaret I •. and Jacob \·. 

S.-\kAH J.: •• born in llca!,!s Co .. ()bio •• -\pril 8. 1832: is 
sinl(lc a11<l lh·cs.,,·ith her parents near ()lncy. Ill. 

r:,.1_\ .-\ .. born in lI~af.!:-. county Sept. 23. 1853; n1ar
ric<l Jacob \rest Feb. 9. 18jl. in Richland Co .• Ill .. anti 
thc=y ha,·e six chilc.lrl·n lh·in~ and t\\·o dead. \·iz: Bcnja-
111i11 J .. I.aura B .. Ida lI.. (icor~c 1 .... f dead·, Charles.\ .. 
.. -\nnic 11.. Russt!II (). and Hc:ssic B. (twins, Bessie B. 
dead. Th~ir children \\·ere all born in Richland coun
ty. and r,ut~l· in ages front 20 to .~ years. Parents and 
children rl·sidc at ( )Inc\·. 111. -

(i1-:0K<it-:\\·~· horn July ➔• 18~6. in llcags county: 111ar
ril·<l Kate Rosene :\ug. I. -~- ·r1tcr li\·c in ( )lncy and 
h:n·c one child. ( hncr I~. 

ll.\Kri.\K lt1'" I. .. horn Sept. 6. I N6.?. in Richland conn-
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t,·, and died in infanc\· .. 
, -

}.-\COil \ .... born July 5, 1867. in R.ichlan<l county: is a 
school teacher by profcs~ion. IIis postofticc is ()lncy . . 

;. ELIZ.\ ~I. SP.-\RR 
\\·as born in llonroc county,\\". \'."'a •• :Xo\·. 1. 1S3-1: 111:tr
ried Jacob\"'. Adams. a fam1cr. July 2j. 1S57. 'Tl1t.·y 
ha\·e had fi\·c childr~n. t,\·o ~ns and three daughters. 
\·iz: Ida F .• llartin \\· .• Cora I•: •• Gl.-orgc E .. and Sarah 
6\.\:--. Their postofficc addr~s~ is P,>rtland. llci~s Co.<). 

I 1>.\ F. \\"a." born • \pril 2z. 1S6o. in Richland Co .• I II. 
She n1arricd ..-\rthur C. Price. a farmer. I>cc. 18. 1&~3. in 
llcigs county-. Ohio. and thcr ba\·c one child. Jacob. 
"fhcir postofficc address is Portland. Ohio. 

ll.-\RTJX \\" •• born Jan 2~. 1~3; died .\ug. 25. 1~. 

and is. buried at (ircat Hcnd ccn1ctcrr. llcigs county. 
CoK.:\ I~. \\·as born Xo\·. 16. 186~. in Richland count,·;. . , 

married \\.illiam L .. Hran1blc. a clerk . .-\pril 12, 18~7. 
and the,· ha,·e one child. Ra,·1no11d I>. - -

GEORGE 1-:. \\·as born Sept. 16. ISjl. in llcigs county; · 
is single and a fanucr. 1-lis postofficc address is Port
land, ()hio. 

S.\RAH .. -\_\·. \\"as born Feb. 23. 18j4. in llcigs county; 
sin~lc; pO$tpfficc address is Portland. ()bio. 
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\\~11...1 ... l.\ll <it;""fl(RII~. 
\\.illian1 (iuthric \\·a.-; born in Ireland. in I j52. I le 

left one of the ports of I ... ondon. and cn1igratcd to 

.-\n1crica in I ii5• IIc \\·a.-; one of the pilgrilus \,·ho 
can1c to • \mcrica in search of a countn· \\·here he could -
exercise the rights of religious libcny. 1 Ic li\·cd first 
in llaryland but soon rcn10\·cd to \"'irginia; he \\·as a 
soldier in the rc,·olutionary ,,·ar from the year I j~. un
til its close: \\·as also a pron1incnt minister in the :\lcth
otlist church. He married first a :\lis~ Elders fro111 
\\·hon1 he had three children. girls. She died and he 
after\\·ard:.; ·,uarricd a lliss .-\ustin. from a \\·calth\.· fan1-.,, 

ily. lie is a \\·ca,·cr by trade; ,\·a." an acth·e~ energetic 
and useful n1an of his day: he died in the year 1~25. 

1-·rom his second "·ifc they raised fi,·c children. all girls. 
all of \\·hon1 ~'TC\\. up. 111arricc.l. and rai~ed fa111ilics of 
their o,\·n. 

The oldest ont: n1arricd a 1nan b\· the na111c of Stone, .. 
• ·rhcr lltc)\·cd \\·est and raised a large fan1ily. This is 

all the infom1ation ,,·c ha,·c of her and her fan1il)·· 
c,::9~-

2d-XELLII~ fit:'Tl-lRII~. 
Xcllic. the second child of \\.illian1 (iuthric, 111arricc.l. 

Pf1ilip Ballard, a ,,·hcch,·rig-ht. 1·1tcy had seven chil
dren, four hors and three girls. \·i;:: Gordon, \\-illian1, 
Jane, liandy. Robertson • .;\ustin and Julia. Philip JJal
lard \\·as an acti,·c. intelligent ancl a good business n1an. 
I le \\·as s1nall in stature but ,·er}· plucky and quite suc
Ct.~-sful., a11el lh·c,l to be quite ul«l. 
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1.- GORI>UX BALLARD, 
their uldcst chil<l. n1arricd Elizabeth \ \.illc:ts. Tbt:,· bad ., 

three children. t\\·o girls and one boy. ,·iz: i.:hnira. Car-
oline and \\·arrcn. 

1-:LllIR.-\ n1arrit.·d a n1an h\· the nan1c of Robertson • ., . 
colonel in the late \\·ar. She diet.I at the close of the: \\·ar. 

CAKOLl:Sf: married Joseph r:C'ltun. Thcr ha,·c one 
child. and rc.-sidc at Xightsto\,·n. Ind. 

\V.\KkF.~ n1arricd a :\[iss .:\lcxantlcr. an<l the\· ha,·c ., 

one child; also reside at X ightsto,\·11.. Gordon. bis 
father. li\·cs \\·ith hin1. Ile is quite old but still acth·c. 
He. like his father. is sn1all in st,tturc. but strong and 
posscssc:s good hu:;incs..~ qualification:;: h;L.; been a 1nan 
of nc.·r\·c and pluck. 

2.- -\\.11 .. Ll.-\ll 8.-\1..1 .. :\R U 
,narric<l J.:li1 ... "l.bcth .;\lien. of \·irginia. and they had unc.·. 
child .. a girl. She n1arricc.l. and died at the age of ~o at 
Ogden. Ind. The n1othcr is al~> dead. \\"illia1n is a 
horticulturist anti lh·cs near liluc Rh·cr. Ind. 

3--JASE B.\LI ... .\Rl> 
n1arried Joshua Hall. a carpenter: and died in 1M3;. 
·rhey had t,,·o children. ( >nc di~d young. and li.\·rr1 E 

1uarricc.t and 1nu\·cd west .. 
-1- -llA~DY H .. \LI .... .\RI> 

n1arrie,l Robert Ross: ha ,·c a large faun ii y and lh·c: in 
llancock count\·. Ind . . 

:;. --ROBE.RTSOX 5. B.\1.1..-\RD . . 
1narricd Sarah liriffith. 'Ibey 1110\·cd to llcrcer. Ill. 
He is a fartncr: the,· raised a fan1ih· anll he is still In·-. -
ing~ is about i5 years of age. 1-:lis \\·ifc is dca<l. 

6. -.-\FSTIX B.\1...1...\RI> 
n1arril·d and hac.l ont: chilc..l. l·H.-\kt..Es. "·hu Ii,·t."S at 
Grecnsbur~. I n<l .• and is a carriagl· trinuucr. .Austin 
has b~u a <lt!ntist: is no,,· old anll rt·sillcs at Indianap
olis. Ind. Ill· is il l[ethodist. 

i• JFI.I.\ 8.-\LI..\RI> 
tnarricd a :\Ir. I lunt. a dt.·ntist. in lrulian:tpolis. anti be.· 
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died some years ago. They had t\\·o children, George 
and llollic. 

llor.L11-: died single. 
GEORCiE married and li\·cs in .;\rkansa.~; ha"' a fantil\· . ~ 

antl is a railroad operator. · 

3rd.--J:\Xl4: <;t;TIIRIE. 
Jane Guthrie znarricd Robcrt$<,n Shelton in \"'irginia. 

in the \"'t."clr 1816. I le \\·as a \\"calth\· farzncr. and tbc\· - , ~ 

belonged to the :\Iethodist church. In an early day tl1<..;· 
mo\·ed to Indiana and settled on Blue rh·cr. She died 
Oct.. 11. I R59. at the age of 6g years. Thcr rai~d four 
children. thrt.-e boys and one girl. ,·iz: \\.illiam 1 larri
son. Srh·t..~tcr R .• James lladison and l)orC.'l.'i. 

1.-\\"'ILLl..\ll H.-\RRl~<>X SHEI..T<>X . 
1narried ll art ha ( >gg. The}!' raised thirteen children. 
They first li\·ed at Xightsto\\·n. Ind., and aftcn,·ard~ 
mo\·cd to :\bington. Io\\·a. This is all \\"C ha,·e lcarnec.l. 

2.- -SYL\"ESTl■:R R .. SHEI..TOX 
married 1-lannah Dragoo. at Xightsto\\~n. lrid .• Sept. 2, 

1840. They 010,·ed to Jlartford City. Ind .• in 1H42: had 
nine children. eight of ,,·hon1 the}" raised. Syl,·cstcr 
Shelton lh·ed in 1-lartford City 4i years: settling there 
amonJ: the ,·ery carlie~t inhabitants of the place. I-le 
\\·as kno,,·n far and near throughout that entire country 
a~ an honorable. upright. la\\·-abiding and God tearing 
ntan. an.cl had fe,,· enen1ies. if any. He "·as engaged in 
the n1crcantilc business for n1any rears .. ,,·as pc,st n1a.~
ter. t,,·o or three terrus. and held other official positions 
in Hartford Cit,·. lfe \\·as an honorable and faithful . -
ntcmbcr of the llcthodist church. and \\·a..; useful in it· 
all these years. I le died Jan. 22. 1889. and is buried 
there. 1 lis \\·ifc still lh·es in the old place: she has al
\\il\·s been knn\\·n as an earnest. industrious \\·on1an and • 
one of the leaders in all f::<>nd \\·orks in Hartford City. 
She is charitable. 111othcrly and a good ath·iscr. and has 
done nnrch in her tirnc to,,·ard hclpin!,! the poor a.nd 
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nc:c:dr; ~he belongs to the llcthodist cburcb. The 
names of their children are: Jane ll.. Thornas B .• l)il
lie, llartin ll., Julia . .-\., liarietta I~., Xancy J .. John l[c. 
and \\.illian1 S. 

J . .\:st: llARI.\ clicd young. 
Tnoi1.As Bi-::sTox ,,·a.~ a sole.lier in the late \\·ar. and 

died single at the age of 22. • 

l)n.L1t: n1arricd Ie:zra Stall. he is a hanker and tbc,· .. 
ha,·e ah,·ays rc~idcd in I Iartford City. She is a pron1-
ine11t \\·orkcr in the T cn1pcrancc cause. and tht..~ arc 
both u~cful mc111bcrs of the llctbodist church. The\· .. 
~a,·e three children. ,·iz: Bert. Li7..zic and Charle.es. licrt 
is a clerk in the bank. and tbc,· all three rc. ... idc at· ho111c • .. 

ll.\KTIX ll. marric:d a ll iss I larrison: tbe\" lh·c in .. 
l.os .-\ngcles Cal. He is a harness n1akcr. "'fhc}" ha,·c 
t\\·o children li\·ing. Jessie and ~ \rthur. and one dead. · 

JcLI.-\ .-\x~ marric:d Gabriel Johnson. "fhe)· li\-cd in 
C)gden. ) II. She died in the year I Rjo and left t\\·o chil- . 
drcn. one of \\·hon1 died young. the other. l·Iaud. 1nar
r1ed Job \\"inslo,,·. 'They li\·e at Faim1ount. Ind., and 
ha,-c t\\·o childrc:n. Hattie and I.cslic. 

H,\·n·1 t-: J.:L1.Ex ,,·as a mcn1bt:r of the llcthodist 
church. She died unn1arric-d .:\pril 14. 1~. and \\·as 
buried at Hartford <..:it,· . .. 

X . .\sc,· J.,si.: 111arricll I>r. Spaulding. They lh·c in 
Jiluffton. Ind. I-le is a prurnincnt practicing physician 
of ·that cit\·. ·rhc,· ha\·c six children. \·iz: Thadic. Carl. • • 
Jessie. i.:thcl. Rutlt anc.l Ralph. 

Jons llcls·ryR1-: n1arricd and 1110,·l·d to the \\·est and 
is in the n1ining husint.-ss. Xothing further •j:; kno\\·n 
of hi111. 

\\·11 .. Ll.:\ll S\·1.,·1-:~.,.1-:K is a I.1,\·ycr. practicing at . \n
dcn.on, Ind: is 111arricc.l and has one chilc.l. Eitrl. . 

• l-·· -J • .\llES :\l..\l>ISUS SH EI.TOS 
nLarricd r:Ii7.a~th Cooper. 1'"bcy had ti,·l· children. 
t,\·o hors and three J,{irls. \·iz; < >llo. Julia. ( >li,·c. ll;Lr
shall and I.cantlcr. 
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{)LLo married Re,·. \\ritmer. a Campbellite preacher. 
and tbcy lh·c in :Fayette countr, Ind. 

JcLI.-\ n1anied :\Ir. l)uddlcson. and they li,·e in Hen
n· countv. Ind .. . . 

()LJ\"1-:, single and lh"'e~ \\·ith her n1otbcr in Roys,·illc. 
I le11n· count\",. .., . 

ll.\KSH .. -\LL is a la,,·}·t.'T. unn1arried. and is practicing 
at· Xigbtstown. Ind .. 

f ... F.AX1t1-:1e is a dentist. is n1arried and lh·c.-s at Cape 
( i11rrido11. ll o .. 

,a .. -l}(>RC • .\S SIi i-:1 .. Tt)~ 
\\"3."i born Jan. g. 180;. in Giles county. \·a. · She ,,·a~ 
ne\"er n1arried but n1adc her hon1e for n1an,· ,·cars \\"itb • • 
lladi.c;on llc,od,· in Dcla,,;are Co .• Ind .• u·herc ~he ,lied 

• 
at the good old age of 8j. She was an acti,·e woman 
thruugh her "·hole life except a fc\\" of h ... ar la-;t yeaB. 
She died in Jan. 1 ~82. and is buried in Dela•·arc co11n--. t,·. near Se ln1a . • 

4th.--· P.-\TSI 1-: c. ll.-\RT}I~\) lil~"fl·I RIE. 
Patsie Guthrie n1arried l-(artin l·lood,· in \·a .. and 

• 
the\· n10,·ed to Kentuck,· \\·here both died about the - .. 
year 1844. ''fhc}· had six children. ()f thcn1 •·t.· ha,·c 
learned nothing further. 

C\:::5),...,_-

~th. - .. :I.IZ,-\Bi.:TII <it··r11RII•: . . 
Elizabeth (iuthric n1arricd John llood\· in the ,·car - . -

1So6 in Giles countr. \·a. I-le was first 111arried in 1803 
to liartha Hanks. b\· \\·hotn he had. one child. .-\ustin: -
\\'as a fariner, and \\·as for 30 years a class leader in the 
ll etbodist church. I-i c anll his second ,..-ife \\"t:rt: a1nong 
the pionct:rs in l)~la\\·are countr, Ind .. and \\·ere both 
highly rt:spc:ctcd and \\"t:11 kno,,·n far and near.· Both 
died and \\·ere buried there. he< >ct . .?3. 1~55. at thc age 
<>f i5• ancl she Xo,· .. ~o.. 1868. at the age of 81. ..fhey 
ba<l t\,·ch·c: children, \·iz: \\.illian1. John. llartin. l[ar
tha, Cit9C•~,.:c. S:1n1url. Jatnt--s. Rub,~rt. Lc.·wi~. llary. llad-
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ison and I•:lizabcth. 
1.-\\.ll..l.;l.\ll ll< H H>Y 

\\·as horn in \"a .• June 1-J. 1No7. lie 111arricd I•:li7.abcth 
]Jro\\"O Jan. 10. I~ti~. She \\'a.~ burn :\larch.,. 1:,;1N. 'n1cy 
first li\·ed in \\.abash count\·; Ind .• and no,,· rt..'°Sidc at ... 
Fredonia. \\.ilson Co .. Kan. She is a n1cn1hcr of the 
11<..-thodist church. 11c is a farsncr. and ,,·as a captain 
in tbc late \\·ar. I(,.: "is no\\" ~:; ,·cars old ancl still ,,·ritl·s - - . 
an intelligent and legible~ letter. 'This bi· ,graphy of his 
o\\"n fan1ily \\·as \\·rittcn by hin1sclf. a." g-h·cn bcln\\". ·r o 
thcn1 ha,·c been horn eight children. ,·iz: llartin I .... 
\Villian1 11.. Bt·nnic F .• Ballard P .• John \\" .• Jaine~ H .• 
l~m111a J. and lladison ll.. 

ll.,1<·rrx J.,. ,,·as horn ()ct. 16. 1:ti;. in \\'al»."L~h Co .. 
Ind .• 1narricd llaggic J. ()can June 13. 18;4. lie is a 
~chool teacher by profession. and thcr belong tu the 
llt..-thodist church. l'"hc,· reside at Center Point. I lo\\·--
ard count,· •• \rk. - . 

\Vn.1.l.\ll 11. \\·a.~ horn Sept. 9- 1R4j. in \\.abash <..:o .• 
Ind.; 1uarricd :\nna I~. Sharp Feb. 18. H~j5: is a farn1~r 
and they belong to the :\lcthodist church. They reside 
at So1ncrsc:t. sa,nc cou11t,· . . 

HF.x~11-: F. was born July 4. 1849. in \Vabash county: 
died ~lay 6. tSj5. and i~ buried at ~on1t.·~t. 

B.\LL.\RO P. \\"as born Feb. 2j. 1 S~ 1: is a farn1cr and 
a :\fcthodist. and lh·es in British .:\1ncrica. 
· Jon~ \r. \\·as born Fch. 9. 1x;.,: is a fariucr antl li\·cs 

at Fredonia. Kansas. 
Jl\lll~S B. \\·as horn Xo\·. 6. tX~6: is a fariucr and lh·l·S 

in Kansas. 
l~Mll.\ J. \\"ilS horn :\larch 2.2. 1838; slu.· tnarrit.-<I \\"ill

iant Fusnn • .:\pril 3. 1Sj8: is a <ln:ssnt,tkcr and they h\:
long tn the Baptist church. ·rher reside: at Fredonia. 

l'l.\ntsnx :\I. \\·as horn :\pril g. 1860: n1arricd :\Iary 
J. Bromfield .\ug. ·Xe: is a fann~r. "fhl"Y' hc1ong to the 
l[cthotlist church ancl lh·~ in Kansas. \\\.· ha,·c nut 

thl· tlilllll"S nf \rilli.un llootly·s f_!r:uulchilllrl·n. 
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2.--JOIIX llOODY 

\\·as born ()ct. 24, 1So(); died unmarried in the year 1855 
and is buried near Selma. l)ela\\·arc Co .• Ind. 

3--- -lf..\kTIX llO(>DY 
was born ( >ct. 11, 1811 : n1arried liary Rayno Id in 18 36; 
and thC\· mo\"ed to Dela\\·arc count,· and followed . -
farming. "'fhcy· had four children. \·iz: Jamc:s H .• Sarah 
J-: •• l\largaret and John ll .• all married. 

JA>1 •:.-; H. married Sarah Rcrnolds and they ha\·c one 
child, John: are farmers. and li\"e at Cherry Vale, Kan. 

SARAH E. anarried John (iibson. and the:r have fi\"e 
children: llartin, ( married and has t\\·o children·• llan· . . 
1-: .• llargaret. \. alentine and Samuel. 

llAKG,\kET n1arried John Fry in Ho\\·ard count)". Ind. 
Thq· ha,-e four children, all girls and all married. 

joH~ ll. married llary \\"is~n1an: is a farn?er. and 
they ha,-c: three children: Clyde.( dead) Je:lmer and l·I a>·· 

.i. --}fARTH.\ ~IOODY • 
was born Xo,·. 12. 1813; n1arricd :E\·an T. Babb. a farm
er, in Dela\\·arc Co. They ha,·c had fi,·e childten. ,~: 
Samuel G .• Cynthia A .• llilton L. Elmiraj. and John l\l. 

SAMt:'EI .. (i. 1narricd .-\nnic B,·ers and the\" ha,·e three - .. 
children. ,·iz: l.uc,· L .• llartha and Hcnnie: is a black-

• 
smith. and li\"es at ~larion. Inc.!. 

Cv~THI.:\ .\. 1narried. Xe\,·ton J. Flen1n1ing. and they 
ha,·e three children. ,·i7.: Lill,·. Catharine and Clalld . • 
1'"hev reside in Dcla,,·arc count, ... and are fartners. 

• • 
ll1LTOS L. 1narricd llollic l.o\\·c. ·rhev lh·e in :\lun--

cie. and he is a cnllcctor. 
i.:L)IIR.\ J. married Jolin Carnticha:l. They lh·e 1n 

Colorado and an.· tnining: ha,·c thrt"c children. ,·iz: • 
Carrin~Y!:on. \\"illiant and l >llic:. 

Jons ll. n1arrit·d Etnilr I). 1-1 upp. 'They lh·c near 
Scln1a. Dcla\\"arc count}·. and art! fam1ing; ba,·e had 
nine children. six of \\·hon1 arc Ih~ing. ·rhc: nanu:s of 
the lh·ing arc: Charles \ .... 1-larryE .• llary .:\ .• Xcllil· 
F .• I >clla ;uul Frt·d. 
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5. GEOR<;E :\HK>I>Y 
,,·a.'i born <>ct. 5. 1X14; 1narric:d Cynthia liurlcy in 1~39. 
in (irant count,·. Ind. ..fhcv raised nine children. \·iz: - -
.. -\manda J., Fbt\"'ius J ... Sno\\· R .• Ci\!orgc \\~ .• jhhn ll. • 
• \ndrc\\·, Cohnnbus. :\Iaf\· and .\lice. -

.\Y..\XD.\ J. n1arricd a i\[ r. S\u:ct. a farn1cr. They li\·c.· 
in llontgon1cry county. lo\,·a. and ha\·c one child. 

F1.A,·n;s J. is married and has a fan1ily_ 'fhc..-y reside 
at ()gclcn. L"' tah. 

Sxo\\· RrCH.:\R1>sox is n1arricd and has a fan1il,-: is a 
" 

farn1cr and Ii\·<..~ in l)clta Co .• Colo. 
(ii-:oK<,t: \V. is unn1arric:d: is a ton1bstonc cutter and 

lh·<..-s in Delta. Colo. 
Jons ll. is naarricd: has a family: is a farn1cr and 

· li\·c:s in "'f cxa~. 
~\x1uu-:,\· is unn1arricd. lh·cs at ( >1naha."Xch .• and fol-. 

le .,,·s railroading. 
Co1.t·11Bcs is also single. li\·cs at ( )maha. Xcb. and is 

a railroader. 
llAK\. is married. ha~ a fan1ih·. and li\·es in llont-

• 
gomerJt county. lo\\·a. 

,\Lie•: n1arried Re,·. S\\·abcr. a llcthodist tra,·cling 
minister. The,· ha,·e no children and reside at llontc • 

• 
Christe. Col<,. 

<>---SAltrEI. llfM">I>Y 
\\·as born X,n·. 12. 1818: was a nurscn·n1an b\· trade; \\·as . . .. 
ne\"er ntarricd. and died in ·43: is buried in l>ch1\\·arl~ Co. 

;.- --J .. .\ltES llCK)OY 
\\·a-; born· Dec. 23. 1820; has nc,·er n1arricd: is a fannt:r 
and has been post111astcr and filled se,·crcll count}· and 
to,,·nsbip offices. lie resides in l)cl.l\\·arc Co .• and is 
an acti\·c. spry ··old bachelor.·· 

8.---ROBER·r lllH>OY 
\\·as bon1 .. \pril 22. 18.?.?: died ( >ct. 1M.i3; buried in l)cl
m,·arc count,· . . 

9-- -LE\\.IS llC H)DY 

,,·a-i horn llarch I 1. 1824: dic,l sin~lc:. at th~ a~c of ~: 
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is al~J buried in l)cla,\·arc Co. 
10. -~IAR Y llOOl>Y 

\\cl.Ii bon1 X o\· . .2 I. 18.26. She ne\·cr n1arried and died 
in l>clawarc county. at the age of 44. 

11. -ll.-\DISOS ll. ll<k>l>Y 
,va.'i born X «)\·. I. 1 N~~: n1arried Sarah liaiard Sept . .20. 

186;. Thcr ha,·c t\\·o children. bo}·s. both li\·ing: llil
ton G. and Robert • ..\ .• both roung n1en. single. li\·ing 
at bon1c with th,:ir parent.-. on the old John lloodr 
farm in l)cla,\·arc count\". lladison is a farn1cr. and • 
bas been ~tatc secretary of the grange. ha." also filled 
~,·cral count\· offices. and ,,·as for a nunlix:r of vcars . -
Supt. of the pooi farn1 of that county. 1-loth be and 
his "·ifc arc acth·e and useful nlt.'1nhcrs oi the llcthod-• 
ist cburch. 

12. --EI .. IZAIU•:1·1 I lit ,OJlY 
\\-a.-. born ()ct. R. 1830: she married 1-:,·an ·r. )lab~. \his 
first "·i(c l1a,·ing died. ) They reside in l>cla\\·arc Co .• 
arc farmers and belong to the Hapti~t cht1rch. "'fh·c)· 
ha,·c had six children. four lh·ing and t\\·o dead. ,·iz: 
1..ou ll .• Fra11k Jt. Charles\\·. and \\.illian1 11. 

I .. ot: 11. n1arried Florence \Vhcclcr. He died in \"'ir
ginia in I8i9-

l-"'rank H. n1arriec.l :\ddic Sn1 ith. 
cic. Ind .• and ha\·c 4 children, three girls and one boy. 

CHAkt .. 1-:.~ \\·. is 1uarrit...._l a11c.l hiL'i t,,·o children; is a 
hlacks111ith and resides at llariou. Grant Co., Ind. 

\V 11.1.1.\il 1-1 EXR\" 111arricd J.:nuua Co\·ault. The, .. ha\·c . .. 
sc, .. cal° chilc.lrcn. ,·iz: I.octtic. Ethel. Hird. Ruby. Ralph. 
l'ladison and l lontcr. 

l11 regard to the fatuily of \ri1Iian1 (iuthric \\"C ar~ 
not certain as to the order of the agt."S of his children. 
It is probable that Jane \\";L..; the oldest of the last set 
and the one \\·ho 1uarricc.l a l[r. Stone \\·as one uf the 
first set. There \\·ere either t\\·n or thn:c of this set. 
anti \\~e ba,·e no record of the111. 11 is second ,,·ifc 
( \\·hose ntaidcn nantc ,,·a.-; .:\ustiu t it is said ,,·a.-; a \\"id-
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o\\·, bv the nan1c of Hanks ,\·hc.:n be n1arricd her. Of -the fan1ilics of their fi\·c criris \\·c.: ha\·..: ,riven abo\"c the b b 

best sketch \\·c CcLD of all cxc~pt llary .\.un. n1y gra11J-
mothcr. and \\·e ncn\· gi\·e hers. 

~ 

6th.--ll.: \ R \"' .:\XX (; t;T I I RI 1-: .. 
llary .\on (iuthric \\",!S born O~t. 14. 1;90, in llunt-

gon1ery count}". \?'a. She 111arricd Jobn S1,arr (_ a.-. al-
ready stated) Jan .. 18. 1810 .. 

~c..----
JOIIX .\:SI> ll.-\R, ... \XX SP.\RR. 

John and llary. \nn Sparr. I_ n1y ~randparcnts) \\·ere 
n1arricd in \"'irginia. I-le \\"a.-; a soldi~r in the war of 
1812. He after\\·ards st:n"cd as sheriff of (ir-.:enbricr 
county, \"'a., for a number of }pears, and also bcld otl1cr 
in1portant official positions. In the 1:car 1824 or 25 
the\" n10\·c:c.l from \"'a. to Ind. and ~ttlcd in Ru:;h (;o. -He there WcbS a contractor and largclr interested in the 
national road and other important \\"ork of that periocl. 
In 1833 he tra,·eled on hor~eback fro111 Ind. through 
.\rkansas to "'fcxas. then a pro\·incc of l'lcxico, occu
pring a year in exploring these ,,·alc.lcrncss regions. 1 n 
1836 they rcino,·ed to Dcla\\·are Co., Ind., \\"here they 
acquired a good far111 and follo,\·cd farming. Both 
\\"ere useful and faithful mc1ubcrs of the llctbodist 
church. He died of pneun1onia front exposure, llarch 
z4. 1843. at the age of 5~ years· and 5 111onths. 1-1 c \\"as 
a resolute n1an of ,·igor anJ stre11gth, ot 111et!ilun size. 
5 ft. 8 in. tall. He ,,·as an honored, useful and highl1· 
respt:cted citizen of bis county. I-Ii:; \\·ifc \\"as a \\"0111a11 

of good cducati!>ll an<l a strong 1uin<l. and ,,·icl<lcd a. 
good n1otbcrly influence as 1011~ as she li\·cd. She ,,·as 
for about 30 years a \\·ido\\· and lh·c<l in Dcla,\·arc Co. 
\\"itb her oldest child. r:\·clinc. and after a long lif c of 

• an car11L~t. practical Christian she died ()ct. 13. l~il, 

lacking u11c day of bein~ t.? rcan; of a~c. Hoth arl· 
burictl in the cc111ctcry ac.ljoinh1g their old place in l)cl-
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a\\·arc county. 'The follo\\"ing obituary is co1>icd fron1 
the \\·cstcrn Christian .\ch·ncatc of ()ctobcr. 1872: 

••llary .:\nn. relic: of Joh11 Sparr. nt.-ar l[unc-ic. I>claw:1rc <:u .. 
Ind .. OcL 1 .. ;. in her dtbty-:;c<:u11d ~-l·ar. She "·a.-. a nati\·e of \·ir
ginia; bad l~en a 1nen1hcr of the ~le:hodist Episro1,al church 
fur sisty-sc,·~n ~·cars. She dic:d in full hopl• of that bli;;sf11I in1-
mo~,.ality of which she had ll-=intl·d in tht· prJc-ious bihlc-. whi<-h 
\\"'as ht.~ ron~tant ron1panion and ron1fort for so n1an~: lon,J: ~-t.-ars:· 

·ro thcn1 ,\·ere horn clc\·en children. \·i7.: 1-:,·clinc. 
Silas. John. J.uncs. \Villian1. Sa1nucl. l[aria. ll ilton. 
llc..·lissa • .:\nclrc,\· J .. and Ripley \\-. 

1.- -J,,:\·EJ .. IXE SP.:\ RR 
\\·as born in llonrnc <.:o .• \·a .• llarch 13. 181 I. She 
li\·cd \\·itb her parent:,; unt ii o\·cr _;o rears of age. \\·hen 
she 111arricd )~lijah (ioff. of l)cla\,·ar,· Co. 1·hcy ha,·c 
al\,·a,·s lh·cd on a farn1 near Selma. of that count,·: ha,·c - . . 
nc\·cr hail a1n· children. "fhe,· ha,·c. ho,\·c,·er.· raist..·d - . . 
and educated st·,·t.·ral children. and one adopted child. 
Jobn ll. Uahh. \\·bu no\\· has his o,,·11 fan1ily ancl resides 
near thc111. lloth l~lijah and 1~,-clinc ha,·c been since 
carh· life n1cmhcrs of the llcthodist church. Hoth .. 
ha,·c tilled a useful sphere in life. arc \\·ell kno\\·n ancl 
highlr cstc.·crncd far and ru·ar. 1-:lijah has tx:cn pron1i
nc11t in sc,·cral organizations in his county. and still 
take..~ an :tcti\·c part in any n1<>\·c1nt."nt for the good of 
the public. 'They arc li,·in~ cotnfortahly and ph ... as:int
ly in their old dars. and still possess nurch ,·igor and 
strcn~rth for tlll"'ir ages. Their po!"tufficc is Schua . 

.?.- -SIi.AS .-\. ~P.\RR 
\\·as born in :\lonrol· Co .• ,·a .. :\larch ;o. I 8 I~= 1110\·l·d . . 
\\"ith his pan.·nts to Ind. in I ~.24 or 23. and ( >ct. I 3. • 3i• 
111arricd Susan ·r1to111as. of Dclit\\·arc Co.. Ind. She 
\\·as born in llian1i county.< >hio • .Sl·pt. 10. tS.?o. Thcr 
n.-sitk·tl in l)~la\\·arl" Co. on a fann until 18~..J. \\·hen thl·y 
1110,·~cl to ..:\ins,,·orth. \\"'i1shin~on Cu .. la .• \\·here th'-·,· . . 
also fullu\\·~tl f:trrnin~. I I<." \\":t:,; a n1an n1uch C'stccn1ccl 
lur his tn:tn,r :-!uncl tf U:ttitil·s an<l his kirulnt."'SS as a hus
la:uul. I h· \\·as in n1:iny \\·ays <(Uitl· ust·ful in puhlic life. 



RlfJGJi.1/#J/ 1 ·. 

The,· \\·ere both 111cn1bcrs of the lI cthodist church. I I c -died at .:\ins\\·ortb. ,\pril 2;, 18;0. and i~ buried i11 tbc 
.:\ins,vorth ccn1ctcn·. f-lis \\·id,,\,. aftcn\·ards n1arric,I -
Stephen 0. l[artin of l)..:ia,\·arc county.. I[~ died Sept. 
16. ISii- She again n1arricd Jo!u1 llainc~ .;\:>ril 11, ':-C2. 
Ile died ()cc. 21. I~~,. She is 110\\" a \\·ido,,· still li\·ing 
at ..-\ins,,·onh ,,·ith a grandchild.. 1·0 Sila.~ and Su~u1 
Spa.rr \\·crt: born four children. in l)c:la\\·arc cn:.nny. Incl .• 
,·iz: llary~ llargaret. llaria and l~li7 .. ahcth. 

ll . .\RY u·a~ born ~[arch 30. 1:-;39: married .. :lbrahana 
Beanblosson1. of \Vashin~'1.on Co ... lo,,·a, June 20, 185~ .. 
She \\·a.~ the 1notbcr of fi\·c children. ,·iz: Cah·in R .• llar
~rarct ll.. Rosa i.: .• \\"illia1n S. and (i"·rtrud~ .. 

Cal\·in R. ,~as horn .;\pril 8. 1S59: n1arricd I farric:t .:\ .. 
Skipton. Dec .. N. I~~.. "fhey h,l\·e h:ul three children. 
\·iz: llary E .. Xcttic P. and Charles I(. -rhcir pustof
ficc address is \\·a~hin~rton. lo\\·a. 

llar"'r.irct ll. \\·a~ born Feb. 1;. 1861: 1narricd .:\. 1~. 
Kcphan. llarcb 3. 1881. 'They ha\·c bad t\\·o- cbildrcai. 
,·iz: 1•:arl Roscoe ancl Ro,·. Tbc::,· also reside at \\·ash-. -
in~rton. lo,,·a. 

Rosa J•:. ,,·as born llarch 26. 1 X63: n1arricc.l ·r. J. Le,,·
. is. Feb. 2j. 1SS .. ;. ·rhcy ha,·c three children. ,·iz: l>olly 

.:\ .• l}aisy (i. antl Jessie L.. "!"heir pustufficc address is 

.... \ins\\·orth. Jo,,·a. 
\rillian1 S. ,,·as born Jan. 15. 1Sj2: tlicd I>,:c. 28. ·js. 

· (icrtn1dc I~. ,,·as born :\lay 10. 1X;j: died July 10, ·,;. 

ll.\KG.\kE"l" ,,·as born July .26. 1~40: 111arric<l Sa1nucl 
ll. l .. t."\\"is. a stock dealer in \\"'ashington Co .. Iowa, Xcn·. 
4. 18~6. l lc \\·a~ horn un l)cc. 3. 1:-;3-1. ·ro thc1n ha\·l· 
ht.~n horn ten children. ,·i1.: Susan E .• t dead ) Julia I~ .•. 
Silas l•: .. ( dead t Flora It. (' dl·:ul t Lillian lI.. Cora ll.. . . 
llinnic \· .• :\Ian· I .... ( dead J Bl·rtha IL :u1<I San1ucl R . . 
'Their births r:1ngc front 183~ to 1~8.,J. 

Julia l•: .• 1narricd X. R. ~1nitb. Julr -1. 1:-.:,;a: died July 
lj. I~~~- ·rhcy batl t\\·o childrt·n. ~la~gil: X. and ~ >liil· 
I~. ·rhl·S~ t\\"0 children arc urph:tns. ·r1u: uldt.·st luL" 
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a home ,,·ith her grandn1othcr in Kansas City-; and the 
()tbcr. \\"ith bcr grl.~t grandn1other at .-\ins\\"orth, lo,,·a. 

The ti,·~ li\·ing children of :\largarct Le\\"is li\·c ,,·ith 
their par\!nts; their postofficc addrt.-s.--i is 644 ·r cony .-\~c., 
K."lnsa..-; City. Th~ mother and tbrcc daughters I.illian. 
Cora and lli11nie belong to the Jiaptist church. a11d Ju
lia before her death belonged to the Christians. 

lL\RI.\ \\·a-; born Sept. 25. 1842: 111arried ~\"illian1 1-:. 
J>a\\-S<>n. in \\·a.-;bington countr. lo\\-a, June 24. 1861. 

I-le \\"as born in \·irginia. ()ct. 25. 1843. I le i.-. a farancr 
and a miller: \\·a:; a ~oldier in the late \\"ar and the\· re-.., 

side at .:\urora Springs. :\lillcr county. )lo. ''fbcy be-
long _to the U. H. church. They- ba,·e had fh·c children. 
,•i7.: Loran i.: .• Leander 1-: •• llcttic G .• Charlt.~ 11. and 
llaudc ).,. 

l .. oran I•:. married Ida .:\dcock. in Johnson Co .• llo .• 
()ct. 18. 1Sc)1. They lh·c at .:\urora Springs. The oth
er four children rc~iclc ,,·ith their parents. . 

J:-:LJZ,\ISE"rH J. ,,·a~ born Feb. 20. 1~45. Jan. 1. 1867. 
she n1arricd J. \\9. Stickley. lie \\·as born in \\·c..-st \··ir
ginia. lla)· 22. 1838: is an undertaker and a dt.'alcr in 
f urniturc. Their bo1nc is at ll uc.lson. lu\\·a. The,· arc 

• • 
llcthodists an<l ha\·c four children. ,·iz: \Yarrcn .:\ .• Al-
ice ll..J. Carl and llarry \". ·rbcir births are from Feb. 
1, 186c}tu Oct. 2. ·Ng and arc all lh·ing "·ith their parent~. 

· 3---JOHS SPARR Jk. 
•\\·as born in Cabcl County. \·a .• Feb.28.1815: n1arrictl 
Sarah Quick, in D~la\\·arc county. Ind •• ~larch 5. 1840; 
died in tha.t county. ()ct. 25. 1N43. and is buried i11 the 
Sparr ce111ctcrr \\"ith his father a11d 111othcr. H c left 
three children. ,·iz: :\Iilton, llonrol~ and 14:lijab. (l"hc 
last died young. t 

ll n.Tos 111arricd Caroline i-:ast. and nul\·cc.I to Sparr 
Station. Fla. I le \\"as engaged in the frnit businc:ss and 
\\·a~ a prospcn>us and cnterpri~ing n1a11 in Fla. He also 
n\\·11cd a ·dru~ :;tore and a ~-i\\· n1ill. · 11 c died there i11 
rN."IN. 11 is "·ido\\· still lh·L~ at C >c."llla. that state. Tbc,· • 
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had t\\·o children. bo\·s. ,·iz: \Villian1 and Carl i.: .• both .. 
live ,,·ith their n1otlu ... 'T in Florida. \\~illia1n o,\·ns a boat 
and most of his tin1c is spent on the water. I le is an 

·industrious.self made young ntan, intclhgcnt and 11n,s
pcrous. 

lloxRor-: married Xancy J. l[oorc. at Scln1a. Ind. I [c 
\\·cnt \\·est in 1879 and ha.-; not since been heard of. I lis 
\\·ifc died at Scln1a. The,· bad t,\·o cbildr~n. \·iz: ( ic..-s-.. 
tina and Carl E.d~cr. The girl is n1arricd and the boy 
is a contractor. "'fhc\· both reside near ~Ima. .. 

,1. -J.\ll ES SP.\ RR 
111arricd R3:chcl • \lcxandcr and his bi,>!..:rapby ha-. al
rcad, .. been ,,·rittc:n. -

;. --\\''I LI.IA ll SP~\ RR 
\\·a-.. horn in Kana1.,·J1a county. \·a .• .:·\1>ril 11, 1:-C19: J1c: 
died Xo,·. ·2..J. J~IC). 

6.--SAl1t·1-:1 .. SP.ARR 
\\·a..; born in Kana,,·ha county. \"a .• Xt>\·. 16. 1820: di~d · 
fron1 choking. X<n·. 24. 1S22. 

j.- -ll.:\RI.:\ SP.\R R 
\\·as born in Kana,vha count,·. \""a .. l>cc. ~. 1S22: dic.·tl -
unn1arricd .;\priI N. 1N..i5. and is also hurictl in the Sparr 
cctnctcn·. - 8.-)IIL"fO~ SP.:\RR 
\\·a.~ born in l~.:?.J: 1narrictl Sarah ]loots. in l)chn\·arl." 
count)": \\-as a dn1ggist. and died .. lpril ;. 1852. about 
one year after his 1narriagc. She died soon after. 
\\"ithout issue. They arc both • buried in the Sparr 
cc111ctcn· . . 

CJ. ·-lfEI.ISS.-\ SPARR 
nty n1othcr, \\·as burn in Rush Co .• Ind.; ttu>\·cd ,vith. 
her parents to l)cla\\·arc Co. in 1836. \,-here she lh·cd 
and gn:\\· up to \\·01uanhood. She \\·as raised on a fanu 
and in that lL'1.y had but little opportunity for schooling. 
Before she \\·a..; .?O she \\·as cr111,·crtcd and joined the 
llctbodist church. Since that tinrc she has rcn1aincd 
constantl,· one of the church\; earnest hclic,·crs :uul -
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follo\\"ers. faithfully \\·orking and \\·orshipping in it ... \t 
the age of 23 she married John • ..\lcxandcr a.'i heretofore 
stated. "'f o their lh·es the second part of tbt.• l>t,ok is 
dc\·otcd. 

10. ..\XllRF.\\. J.\CKSOX SP.-\RR 
wa.-; born in Rush county. Ind .• in 1829: n10\·cd \\·ith 
hi-; (>arcnts to Dcla\\·arc county in 1~36. and \\"a.~ raised 
tht..'Tc on his fathcr·s farm. In 1851 he 111arricd llatilda 
R. Xcil. in l)cla\\·arc countr. I-le fnllo,\·cd fam1ing and 
trading. and in the early dars of Kans:L-; he mo,·cd to 
I ... 'l\\·rcncc and engaged in railroad contractin~. .;\bout 
the ,·car I Xt~ be 010\·cd to Colorado and \,·as SOIU\.~\·hat .. 
intcre~tcd in n1i11in,:. llis first \\·ifc died at 1.-a,\"rcncc. 
Kan .. June 26. 1N66. and i~ buried there. lie re-married 
to Susan I Da\·is, 1-larbor. of l)cla\\·arc count,·. Ind .• in . .. 
Feb. ":-t1. and the,· ~ttlcd at l)clta. Colo .. and follo,,·cd .. 
fanning. Hoth ,\·ere n1cn1ben. of the llcthodi$t church. 
a-; was also his first \,·ifc. He \\·as one of the pri11cipal 
founder~ and supporters of the no,\" pros1>erous church 

· at Delta. I-le died there fron1 a sudden attack of pncu
n1onia. l)cc. 2j. 1891. and \\"a:o;·buried there. ("'fhc body 
h,L-; been rcnu)\·cd to un,·rcnce. Kan., llis \\·itlo\\· still 
lh·t.-s at l>clta. ·ro hin1 and his first "·ifc \\·ere born 4 
children~ one boy nod three girl~. "fhc boy died young. 
1"bc girls arc l~1ntna. Karen and E\·a. 

1-:,1,1.\ 111arricd first \\"nl". }>ittsford. The,· lh·ed at -. ,\ndcrson. Ind. I Icr second husband·s name is Stcn
lc,·. I-le is in busine-~s at .-\nderson; ha,·c no children . .. 

K.\KEX tnarric<l Isaac East. af Dcla\\·arc Co. "'fbcv .. 
nto\·cd to (}cala. I•"lorida. \\"here the,· still ·reside. I le is . 
a ,,·cll-to-c.lo carpenter. ''fhcr hin·e had fh·c cbiltlrc1_1, 
,·iz: \·h·ian. (dead, Sa1nucl. I•:nuna Lee. Robert and 
(:lifford. 

I~\-.\ died a youn~ \\"nntan. and is buried at Sparr 
ccn1ctcn·. Dcla\\·arc count,·. .. . 

11.-Rll'I.EY \\·. SPARR 
\\·a-; bon1 in Rush county, Incl., July 6, 1S3.2; \\·a.-; raised 
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on his fatber's farm in Dcla\\·arc count,·. and ,,a~ cdu-.. 
cated as a school .teacher. He ~,a\·e up school teacb-
ing and in 185; mo\·ed to Franklin county, Kan .• "·here 
be resided on a claim and farmed until the spring of 
185g. when he rcmo\·cd to La\\·rencc Kan .• and engaged 
in the business of m·anufacturing brick. which businc.-ss 
he follo,,·cd for eight :rears. In 186j he t..-ngaged in 
railroad-contracting. He helped construct the L:a\·en
\\·orth. La\\Tcncc & Gahrcston R.R .• the: llo .. Ri\·er. Ft. 
Scott & (;ulf. the T c:xas Pacific and other railroad.--. 
I-le also at the same time carried on a larJ:'c busincs:,; in 

__ Tcxa'i cattle. running an cxtcnsh·c ranch in Kans.L"'; 
was also interested in the mercantile business in l.a\\·
rence in compan}· \\"ith J.!-J. Gladhart until 18;;. Since 
this date he has ,·isitcd southwestern Colorado sc,·c:ral 
tin1es and there opened up son1c. \"aluablc 1nincs. I-le 
\\"25 for a numik.""T of ,,.ears a member e>f the citv coun-- . 
cil of La\\Tencc. scn·cd as justice of the pc:ace in ]o\\·a. 
and held nu_merous other in1ponant offices elected b:!t · 
the people. He has bt.~n particularl)· prominent and 
useful in the promotion of schools: is also a member of 
many ),-cars standing in the lodges of lla..wnry and 
()dd Fello\\·ship; is no\,. a me1nbcr of a comn1ission of 
se,·cn fro1n Kansas to represent that ~tate at the 
Columbian exposition at Chicago in 1893. In politics 
he is a dc1nocrat. I-le is a strong ad,·ncate of temper
ance and rcfonn; is a life long n1c:1nbcr of the llcthod
ist church; is an officer in the church and bas contrib
uted largely to bcr support. particularly in La,\"rcncc. 
He is no\\" president of tht: Douglas Lounty bank, and 
reccntI:r has built one of the finest antl most comn10-
dious residences in l.a\,·rcncc. .\pril 16. 1862. he ,~as 
n1arried to llary Critchfield. of I. .. ca\·cn,,·orth. Kansa-;. 
She was an educated lady of rare accun1plishn1cnts and 
";as an excn1plal}· 111cmbcr of the llcthodist church at 
I~u-rencc. ~he \\·as born in 1: ulton Co. I 11.. l an. 2 :;. - -
1840, and dic:,l at l.a\\·rcncc, .-\pril 19- ·,i• ·r o thcn1 \,·.L~ 
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born one child. CHARLES ,,· •• i\ug. 5. 1864- He married 
Alice llillcr, Nov. 12. 1886, in \\~isconsin. They ha\·e 
one child. Helen l\lay, nvo years of age. He is a mer
chant and they reside in La,,Tencc. Ripley married 
his second \\·ife. llrs. B. \\". llilton. in St. Louis. llo .• 
Dec. 20. 1 &~ 3. She is an educated. cultured \\·oman. 
quite accomplished in the art." of music and painting. 
She is prominent among the 7..ealous workers in the tem
perance cause and in the liethodist church at l...a,\·
rcnce. The\: rc:side in their attracth·e hon1c on Ten--

In concluding tl1c bio~rraphics of so 1na11r (;unifies. 
it i." but proper to say. as indicated in the bt..,:inning. 
that the ain1 ha:; been to omit n,->ne. and the reason 
son1c families arc ~ fully rcpn.-scnted while others but 
partially and some not at all. is bccau~ some rc.-:i;pond
c..-d more pron1ptly and fully than others. 'fhc greatest 
efforts ha,·c been put forth in trying to obtain a full 
record of each family. and \\·e regret ,·cry· much that 
some arc so meagerly represented. It must be ~id that 
in most ca-;cs tbis is caused hr their o,,·n negligence in 
failin~ to furnish statistics and sketch~ after so man}· 
inquiri~: \\"bile others of course could not be found. 
The n1ajority of the families of our ancestors, ho\\"c\·

cr. ha,·c furnished u~ their con1plctc records \\·ith sornc 
occasional interesting sketches. The bioJ:rapbics and 
sketches arc brief. but thcr ha\·c been diiigcntlr col
lected and carefull\· ,,·rittcn. \\.hen vou ha,·c criticall\i ,. ,. ,. 

read them all o,·cr ,·ou \\·iii. \\"C bclie,·c. find th1:n1 ,. . 
correct. S, nnc occasional errors 111a,r ha,·c possihl r 
crept in: but the facts iL-i recorded here ha,·e been tak
en from tbc n1nuths and from the \\·rittcn statcnll.·nts 
of intii\·itlual rcprt.""Scntati,·c..as of the rl-spccth·c f an1ilil.~. 
In n1an,- ca...;t.~ different nu:n1hcrs of the san1c fan1ih-. . 
h;i,·~ been consulted. and their st:ttt'rtt~nts cnrnparcd in 
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order to a\·oid errors and to arrh·c at precise corrcct
nt.ass. Then, before co1npiliog the n1attcr into a book, 
it has been o\·crbauled. ~ub111itted and rc-subrnittcd for 
c\·amination and correction. 

These biographk.~ and sketches \\·ill lh·c long after 
we arc dead and gone. and they \\·ill doubtlt.-ss pro\·c of 
great ,·aluc and interest to those connected \\·ith any of 
the fan1ilics included. "'fhc\"' \\·ill. therefore. \\·e tru~t. ,_ 

be kept as records. and \\·cl I prc~r\·cd .. 



BORN APRIL 23. 1825; 
DIED APRIL 4, 1886. 

I lt• stet•lc:tl the path of honor tu pun-ttl·. 
\\"hun1 d:u11-:c."r ,·uuld not d:lunt nor p::iin suhdul·. 





.\XO 

MOTHE1'." 

BORN JULY I 5, I 827. 

Sht··tluwn·n- ~trt•\\0 t.6tl :tlun;: tlu· w:"·: . . 
Ul IJC"J\"l•Jl \\"l:n ruc..-t in a hrii:htc:r day. 
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J O I-I ~ .. ~ L r: X .i·\. N I) I~ Il , 
\\.ITI I 1 ... 1-:TTJ~RS .·\XD llEll(>Rl.\1-~ 

LTp<>n His Life an<l Character. 

JOI-IX .A~D lll~LJSS .. -\ c_SP.:\RR.> • ..\l ... l~X.\Xl)l~.R. 
The fort.'goiug part of this little book t. as already no

ticed) is a biographr of the descendants ot James \\9. 
Alexander •. -\~ahcl \\.ilkinson. John Sparr and \Villiarn 
(iuthric. the four brrandfathcrs of my father and 111oth

er, ,,·hose births and early lh·cs up to tbc tin1c of their 
marriage ha\·c also been includc:-J in the same. \\~ e arc 
no\\· about to take up their lh·cs together. hc..aginning 
\\"ith their n1arriagc and de,·oting the balance of the 
book to thc1n.. In doing this 111,· o\\"ll recollections and 

.. • lilt. - • 

obscr\·a.tions. cspcci,llly in the life of 1ny father, \\·ill be 
supplcntcntcd by copying and quoting not onlr fro111 
n1any of his O\\"D letters and \\·ritings and language, but 
also b\"· letter~ and tributes fron1 the hands and nu,utbs . 
of many others \\·ho knc\\" hint best and longest, and 
"·ho arc better prepared to gh·e us. in n1any respects. 
a better uutlcrstatu.ling of his real character and con
duct. Hut little of n1y o,\"n language \\·ill be u~d. and 
\\"hilc I n1ust in man,· \\·a,·s ncct:ssarih· connect nt\·sclf . . . -
\\"ith son1c of the skctch~s. yet I ha,·c 110 part in the 
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bonor. ,·irtuc and purity of the lif c of \\·hich I an1 
about to \\·rite. It stands out alone an e\·cr Ih·ing mo11-
un1ent of character. pointing out to all \\·bo but sec it. 
the path tbat leads to success in th~ wnrld. and tu the 
final J1ornc of the jLL~t. 

• 
Hcforc bc..-ginoin~ \\·ith their n1arriagc. I cop}· tirst 

front a letter dated at Ste,\·art. lo,,·a, \\·rittcn by John 
Patton. a cousin. upon carlr recollections at Qui11cr a11d 
tbc start for Indiana. In this letter to n1c he sa,·s: -

.. llany ti1111..~ I h."l\"c thou~ht of rnclc RfJIJC'rt .-\l~sand~r. :1$ bi· 
y;as fan1iliarh· called. )Ian\· ti111cs I b:nre thou~b: of \·our faJ1~r. . . . -
John .\lcxandcr. my cousin: and ho\\· ,·h·iill~· I rcn1~111ber uur 
boyish fre--.aks and rambh.-s through the fon:st and o,·cr ~b.: hill:. 
in the ,·icinity of Quincy. )ly men10~· c:arri~ 1ne hark ,·c-ry 
di=;ti11ctly to the d.1y \\9ben I last sa,,. yuur fa:h~r. I: was W'hcn 
rncle Rohen startc.--d for.the: then far ''"'--st. Indiana. ·rhcn it "·as 
a serious undertaking to atten1p~ sqc:h a joumc.~·- · I rc111en,l>1:r 
the t~un of borsc..-s and their n;1111cs: ·•t)ld l>ick- and ··Pcm,-·:· 
Your father took a colt that t9ncle Robert had gh·en him. TlaL· 
colt "·as .. Snips:· l think they took anotbc:-r \\"agon. dr.1\\·n b~
two yoke of cattle. "fhe •·aJ:ons \\"ere c·cn·c:red. and in r~rular 
--prairie schooner .. style they 010\"c=d out. prescn!ing to my mind 
an ide-..a of sole1nnitv. I reme1ober ho•· m\" heart sank writhin me . . 
as I lookc:d .ifter tbc:1n and thou.;:b~ uf the hands I had gr.&SJ•"''"<I 
perhaps for the last tirne. I r\!111c1nbcr th-: little:- J»r\!s~nt that 
rnch: Robert ga\·e 1ne. It \\·as a sil\"cr quarter of a dollar. I 
I wonder if that quarter i; in existence to-da~·- \\!'ouldn't I prizl• 
that little piece of n1one~- if I had it a~Lin? 

ll)" de-.ar cousin. what a 1nine of thou~ht ~-uur lc-tter has un
e:1rthetl~ Brusbin,: the dust front n1t.~nori~· pic·turi's and pa~t.-s. 
I f ult}: realize the thou~ht of the l'Ot:t: 

'How painfull~- 1•leasing- th~ fund n.-rollt"C·tiuns 
c ,r ,·outhful ronn1.9rtion~ . 

And innocent jo~•!" 
The book uf biuJ.:rdlJhY ~-ou are 1,n-p:1rinJ,: will ht: ,-~~- at'cei,t

ablc- to all n1c111hers of the Patton f:unil~·. antl I a:ssure ~·ou it will 
be apprt."l·iated b~· n1e. I shall anxiously await it:. app~aranre:· 

Upon n:collcctions of his early life. his tra1its of char
acter. \\"orks etc .• I next copra letter \\·rittcn soon aft~r 
his death b,· his hrotlu·r. tn\· uncl1..· Janu."S .-\lcxandcr. . . . 
of \\.ells count,·. Ind . . 
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·'1 shall endea\"or to \\"rite a fe,\" items in reference to the eaTly 
traits and character of your fa:her. In doing so I shall n"'-c~a
ril\· la."l\·e to conn"-""C: 1n,·sdf with son1e of them. . . 

Your father \\·as bum in Chan11>:iign count}·. Ohio •• \pril 2_;. 
1825; mo\" ... ~ wi:b his parents to Elkhart county. Ind .• in llay, 
18_t;, and to \\. difs coun.y F eh. 1s.,.,. The country •.is new. only 
six famili~s in th~ townshiJ>. He \\"as depri\·ed of school pri\"i
h.,:cs fur S~\·crnl yt.-ars. He got n1ost of bis education at borne 
by the ligh: of an old-fashion~d gr~as~ lan1p.. He labored hard 
to clear up the farn1. \\ .. hc:n no~ c:rnplo,·cd in the clearing he 
lovc:d to be in th~ woods with. his 1''lln. In this way he s«x>n 
1-:am~ tc> be a good u·oodsn1an and was successful in his hunt~. 
1.hough so1ncdn1c~ n1erdy t.scap~ with his life; he was ,·c:ry rc.-s
olute .ind r ... -ar-:d no danger. ( >nc of hi~ C".trly traits was to accon1-
1•li~h wh:i~c,·~r he undertook to do. Thi~ foUo\\"ed him all through 
his life:. He: ne\·c:r lk.-c:une disc-ourag-~d like sc,n1c: otht.-r boy:;. 
t,ut lf>okc:d ahead. hcli~,·in;{ thc:rc "·a::. bct:er times for hin, in the 
r u~urc:. He: "·as alwa}-s in~lined to he! industrious: "·ould some
tim""-s S."l~- \\"h~n he: was a n1an he would 111:tkc his own lh·ing. 

I will no\\· relate a f c:w incidents of his earl~· life to sho"· what 
a dt.-tennin"-d will he had. ( >ur hors~$ were: tumc..'"<I to the •:oods. 
He and I had thcn1 to hunt and fetch hor11c about once a day. 
t>ne of then1 was ,·cry gen:le: the other one was a three years old 
rolt. \\. c: "·ere in the h:1bi ~ of bo,h riding the gentle one ho1ne. 
but on one occasion he said he was going to ride the colL He 
n1adc: a bridlt." ou: of bic-kory bark and put it on the: colt. got on, 
and away went the col: through th~ \\"00tis. It n1ade a quick turn 
and thr~w bi1n against a tr~c. \\.hc.-n 1 J-"Ot to hin1 be \\"as lying 
on the ~rround. :ipp:a.rcndy dead. not breathing any. I "·as terri
hl~· alann'-~ and thought lu: was killed. I rollc:d hin1 o,·er: be 
hc:g:in to catch his breath and soon carnc to. He was not serious
ly bur~. and I wantt.·d him tu rid~ the ~cntle horse hon1e; but no,\" 
h~ bad untlcrtakcn tu ride th~ col~. ·anti-so he did. Another tiuu: 
fad1~r: w.:nt to look for sonic ho~s that had str:iyt:d a\\·a~· four or 
ti\·c ntill~ from home. \\"hill" Iookin;: for the hu:,.:-s he kill~ two 
deer. Th~ next morning we took the two horses and accon1pa
ni-..-d hint hack to get the dc.:·t."r. H~ skinned and cut them up and 
put the hid-:s and 111.::1~ in two sacks. put th~u1 on tile horses and 
we s:artt.~ through the woods horne. whil~ father w~nt in th~ op
posiLc tlirt..1.·tion tu luok fur thc hog-s. \Yt- had gone perhaps half 
a utile: when John·s horse ran hct,,·~en t\\·o s:1vlinJ.-rs and ht! and 
the Sctl~k both n>llt.-d off. \\. c tried to get it on the hors~ a1'rain. 
hu: were not able. \\. c tin:ill~· drag~ed the sack to a l:tr"i-:c: log, 
:ind ):"nt i: on tor• nf th~ lo~. Our plan was: l was to hold the 

u 
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horse clos~ to the log and he was to get on :.h~ log and rnis.! the 
sack and pitch it on the hors.!: but jus~ as h! ;.:-o: i: u1, in his 
am1s he lost his balance and fdl hc"lckwards off the log. and the 
sack on top of him. He hollow~d to m~ and said his ba,·k \\·as 
broke. I gol to niin. soon pulled tht! sat.:k off of hhn. and he: was 
so badly hurt he rc,-dd not s:and on his f"·ct for sonic: tin1c. I 
knew that father was out of hc:aring and thc.."re was no use ro hol
low for help. I coaxed at him to get on the hors-: and k-.i\·c tht• 
sack and try to get home. but no. that s;Lt·k of ,·c."llison n1ust he 
taken along. ...\fter waiting some timt.9. ht: go: so he hcl1•ctl gt:t 
the sack on the log. and he hdd the hor:-.: ;1nd I succet.~lcd in 
getting it on the horsf:. \\. t: then made our way throu~h the woods· 
ho,nc. althou;,:-h he was in great mis1:~·. sonu::intcs thought b~ 
would fall off the horse. I will now gh·c a fo·w it~ms in refcn:n,·c 
to so111t: of the 1,rh·atiQns incident tu our early lif c in the: woods 
of Ind.. :\§ I have stated before. we ~an1c here in an early day. 
consequently underwent many pri\·a:ions and hardshiJ,s. C >ur p:t· 
rents were poor and could not pro\·idc ior the comfor:s of their 
children as the:; would like to ha\·e done. \\"(1:i: ft·\\" clo:h'-"S ~c 
had 11·hc.'"II •·c came: here :KJOD wore out in the brush. There •·a..~ 
bat little in re:tch t() buy,. and •·e had hut lit.le to buy "·i:h. L9ndc.·r 
these cittan1stances we raised tlax and 1n:1nuf.1cturcd i:. ;and .. 
made most of our "·earing apparel ,,r it. This did •·t·II for •·am1 
wc:atller but in the winter it was nut :SO good. Your fa:her and I 
•·ould m."lke our own moccasins for •·inter "·ear. ·rhcs-: were 
made of deer skin~ or some o:her bides. for :hc.-rc •·as no lcatl1cr 
to be had in re.1cb uf u~. \\. c ;.:cnc.-r.ally "·ore :\,.-O J>:tir of pan:s 
in winter. a str.n,· hat of our own n1akc. a wa111us 112.adc of linds:1}· 
and n1occasins on our feet. This \\"35 our ou!tit for \\·ira:er. \\!'i:h 

· this kind of ai,parcl ,n! -■ould ~·ork hard all da~· long and "·hen 
niaht can1c mend our n1occasins \\"bcn th~,- had •h·c:n w,n· thruu,rh ~· • ~ .. ft 

wear and tear uf the d.1~-. 
I· shall DO\\" say son1ctbin~ in refcrcn,~e to his reli:,..rious life. II,: 

· "·as con,·erted and joined the llt:thodis: Episcopal cburrh at 
about se~enteen years of age. He was in this ve1'!-· dl.9!enninl'"t1. 
He took bis stand for the religion he i,rof~sc:d and the church 
of his choice. .\!though it w:is tbouJ{ht b~- sun1e a di~gract: to be 
a llethodist,, ~·ct he hatl taken the n:unc of Chris: and detcnnincd 
to live for hin1: although snc~rt.•d at by ~u1nc thi~ s~~nt.~ to drh·c 
hint closer to his S:l,·ior. I le lo\·ed the church and was always 
ready to d,:fcud its d,N·trines to the ht.-st of bis :tbilit~· •. .\huut this 
tin1e thc:re was a Sunday st:buol ur,:anizl-d at f:ither·s house:. ·rhis 
St.--enit.-d tu be the \·.:ry thinJ,!' for hint. He at on,·c took .! dl."'t."l• in
terest in the sd1ouL Sun1e thought it a li;ul insti:u:inn. :and t•\"l.•D 
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son1e reli1,.rious people thought it \\"Ould do n1ore harm than good, 
but he thought differently,. stood up for the cause, worked faith-
fully to sustain it and would study his lesson well through the 
week. and \\·hen Sunday ca1ne he \\·ould ask his tt2cher to explain 
th~ meaning of any passage he did not understand. In after 
years be was useful in the church. sen-ing as cJass leader, ste•·-
ard and Sunday school Sup:. for a number of :t·ears. lie al•-ays 
felt at hoo1e in the Sunday school. If there \\"35 any ,co to it he 
made it interesting. I ha\"e no\\· gi\"en ,·ou some of the traits that 
marked tile life and disposition of your father. Thc:y are \\"Orthy 
of our examples. llay \\"'e folio\\" his good exan1plcs and •·be:n 
we have tinisht..~ our labor on eanh. meet him in Ht:a\"en, is the 
wish of your l · ncle. 

jA>I•:-~ .:\LF.X.\~Of:K;• 

John :\lcxandcr and llclissa Sparr were 111arricd at 
her n1othcr· s residence i11 l)cla,\"arc Co .• Ind .• b, .. tbc 

• 
Re, ... ().\·. IA:n1~n. a l[cthodist n1inister. on the ljth 
day of liar. 18.ig. and on tbc Saturda}· follo,\"ing. tl1c 
wedding. in a co111pany_ of about t,\·cl\"c. 011 horseback. 
started for the infair at bis fathcr·s in \\'"ells Co. This 
was a distance ot about 30 n1 ilcs. The roads \\·ere DC\\" 
and tbe strca1ns and lo\\· places not bridged. so they 
had s\\·an1ps and \\·atcr a.c. \\"ell as n1ud to go through. 
and a part of the distance the road \\·as n1crely a nar
ro\\· path through th<.· thick \\·oods. T\\·o \\·eeks later 
tlu.1)· 010,·cd into their o\,·n littl~ he,\·cd log cabin ,,·hiclt 
he had alrcac.lr prepared for them. as heretofore 111cn
tioncd. But as yt:t there \\"as nothing in it. llc:rc in 

. the \\"ildcrncss. ,\·ith this little start. thcr began clear
ing out and n1aking a hon1c. \\'ith \·cry little help. but 
\\"illing hands. they toiled early and late and li\·cd plain 
for fifteen years in this log cabin. It had a log kitchen 
built on to it. 111aking t\\"O roonts in all. It \\"as chinkc~l 
and then daubc<l inside and out \\"ith nnul. co,·crcd \\·ith 
clapboards, and \\"ith a little puncheon porch in front 
\\"ith a clapboard roof. it n1;u.lc a ,·cry cornfort:tble little 
bontc, ,,·inter and sunuucr. In one: \\·eek after their 
1narriagc thcr returned to Dc:la,,·arc countr to nto\·c 
their little poss~"S..-.ions to their o,,·n hon1c, a.~ it \\·a.~ cu:;-
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tomarv in those davs for the bride to furnish the house-- -hold goods and a co\,.. They n:io\"Cd in a \\·agon. and 
\\·ere one day and a part of the night in getting through. 
In less than three \Veeks they \\·c:rc keeping house in 
the little log cabin. I h~,·e heard m:r father say that 
the first thing that \\·ent i_nto the nc\\· cabin \\a .. an old 
bible recei\·cd from his father. ,,·hich had come f ron1 
his grandfather. Jan1cs \\· .. Alexander.. (That old bible 
is no,,· in pos.-;cssion of the \\·ritcr .. , • • \t the tin1c of 
their mcn·ing they had there a garden spot and about 
ten acres of land cleared.. In about one \\·eek after 
thc..·y began keeping hou~ Re\· .. <_ >. \" .. l .. en1on ,-i~itcd 
thc111. and after ob~r\·ing the scanty but COS)"' honic. 
he said: .. I aril glad you arc just as poor a.~ rou arc. 
for if you had any less you could not get along at all. 
and if you had n1orc you n1ight bccon1c proud ... · In 
~rdcr to gi\·e a clearer idea of this beginning, J gh·c 
n1y mother's o,,·n language in describing it. a." she ha .. 
\\·rittcn it. It is as follo,\·s: 

... willtrytogh·e youafe"· it_~n1sof 011r co1nm~nt·ing-in thc"·c,rld. 
I first met ,·our father at nn· O\\"D ho111e in Delaware<.:o. •·hen ,·our . . . 
uncle Jin1 ~parrand ~-our aunt Rachel were 111arrit"C.I. Your fatlt\!r 
came to the infair at mother·s and there is "·here we first met, in 
October 1S.i6, and in :\lay 18.lq •·e \\"t"O: n1arri~ the r;th da~·. a1ul 
I think abou; thn:c u·eeks after that we 1ncn-~ to nur own home 
in the IOI{ cabin. \\·e 1no,·t:d in a \\,tgon. ,·our uncle, A. J. Sparr. 
dro,·e the wagon and your fatht"r and n1~·sdf rode on bors~bark 
-and dnJ\·e the row. ··Old Cher11·:· I got sick and stopp!d a~ Shel-
tons "in Hartford Cit~·. and your °f:ither and uncle went on with the 
things to our honte. Your father rame hack for nu: the next da~·. 
l got to your ~randf:1ther·s &md stayc~d stayed there until Friday. 
then they put a str:u\" bed 011 a sled and took 111~ to our hon1c. By 
Sunday I was :1ble to gn to l·hurrh. It was qu:1rtrrl~- nu~eting. anc.l 
your father got a bu~~ry and took nu~. I gav~ m~· letter in to the 
church. Father ( ,. \ •• Lenton "·as there and ht: went hon1c "·ith 
us fur dinner. He rnadc rue a pres~nt of a ,".'op~· of the llcthod
ist didpliuc. This is "·hat he wn,tc in it: 

'They who lh·e h}· rule li\"e tu 1,urposc in :1ny enteq,risc: but 
tbt>$e "·ho lh·e not by rule lh·c not at all: 

I 11:n·e th~ hcN.1k but the letters arc so dint I 1".'an hardh· re:ul 
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then1. \\.di, I had a cow. and your ~randfather ga.\"e your fath
er ·'old Fan;· tbe old gray mar~. and he gave me a China pig. 
·rhat was the ~ginning of our hogs. Our furniture, l had a cab
inet \\·orkman to make ba:fore I "·as married. It consisted of one 
bedstead, one chest. a s:and and set of chairs. I ha\·e them all 
,·et but the chairs. Our table \"'our father mad: himself. I .ha\"c . . 
the frame of it !·et for a table for m!-· house plants. I got a set of 
dishes and son1e pots.to cook o\"cr the tire. in Smithfield, a little 
town near rny home. The box I got the dishes in. your father 
made a cradle out of. and you childr~n "·ere all rocked in it ex
cep~ llorton. Our first apple tre~ in our orchard \\"c:re set out in 
the fall of 1850. about six weeks or t\,·o months after Rachel was 
IJe>m .. · I wraps,~ her up and ~.trried her in c>ne am1 and held the 
trc:es wi~b the o:bc:r hand. while: \"our fad,c:r sc:t thc.."'ln ouL ·rhe . . 
tre'--s "·ere: rai~~d on nl\· fathc:r·s fami in Dela\,·arc c<>unt\·. ·rbere . . 
\\"35 a nur~~rv there run- bv the: )loo<h· bo\"S. \\"'hat 1 l1c·u·c: "·rit• - . ,. . 
ten may •~ interes: ing- t<> you ". hen I am not there to tell you 
thes~ thin,:s." 

l"hus thcr began life \,·ith small richc..-:;. but gi>od 
health and bright and happy disr,ositions. During the 
follo\\·ing "·inter he cut the log:; and built a )1e\\·ed lug 
barn himself, \\"ith a little hired help. except the .. rais
ing." In that dar it ,,·as custon1a11· for the neighbors 
to gather in on a certain dar \\·hen notificcl and help 
raise log buildings.. This \\·as done gratuitously on the 
part of the neighbors in order to·hclp each other along. 
lt \\·as ah,·ars looked upon rather a happr dar. and :i._ 
big dinner \\·as ~l·n·cc.l. ·rhis ,,·a-; the ca~c at the raising 
of this barn. 
. Both \\·ere ,·en.· ciosch· attach\!tl to the :\I. 1~. church. - -
to the support of \\·hich they ah,·ays contributed a por
tion of their s1nall earnings. Thcr attended sen·iccs 
for about 8 years in a lo~ church. then \\·en: of the s111all 
nurubcr who organized and built 1111 the little church. 
society near by. kno\\·n as .\sbury l·hapl·l. I·h~· frarnc 
lntildin~ still stands in \\·hich he scr\·cd as tn1stcc ilnd 
classlcac.lcr as Ion~ as they li\·cd in that county. In this 
-\\·ork he \\·a..-.. as in c,·crything else he und1.·rtuok. \·cry 
dctcrrninctl and thnrou~h. I I is nu ,tto was: .. , \"hatc:\·cr 
tht.· hands find to do do it \\·ith thl.· 111i~ht:· I le ,\·as 
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ah,·ars ,·cry strict against the use of profane language. 
and \\"ould ottcn rcpro\·c those \\·ho used it in his bear
ing. lie \\·ould nc,·cr pern1it any unnecessary \\·ork to 
be done on the Sabbath if ht! could po:i.sibly· prc\·~nt it .. 
lf c \\·as ne\·cr kno\\'11 to sha\·c hin1sclf on Sunda\·. In -all his \\"ork be \1tould say: .. \\"hatc\·cr is \\·ortb doing 
at ail is \\·orth doing \\·ell. .. , I le used· to think it \\·a.~ his 
dut,· to enter the ministn·. but later ,·t.-ars said ll·ss about . . . 
it. I le organized a Sunday school at .. :\shury Chapel in 
an carlr Jar and \\cL--i for nearly fifteen years its supcr
i11tcndcnt.. In this ht: \\·as studious. i11c.lu~triuus and 
punctual. lie \\"otdd prepare.~ his \\·ork \\"ell and notbin~ 
but sickn~-ss \\·ould prc\·cnt bin1 f ron1 being in att..:ncl
ancc and ah,·ays on tin1c. lie was a great aduaircr and 
ad,·ocatc of the Sundet\" school f roin its carli,:st intro· • 
duction into that countrr. ( )ftcn he scr\·cc.l cL'i Supt .• 
chorister and teacher at the sa1nc tin1c.:.. I le had one 
song \\·hich he especially lo,·cd and of ten Sc'lng !uul 
taught to the school. I ha,-c it as ,,·rittc11 by his o\\"11 

hand and it is this: 

"Ro111•:kT R.\IKI-:~ Son,: Hall.ad. 

In olden tin1~ "·hen IM,y~ wt.•r~ wild. 
On En,:land·s :;oil tht.·n.· "'~'-· a ,·hi!d. 
His na.n1e \\"3::i Robert. true.• ;ln,l 1nil,l. 

So lo,·ing. lo\·in"' :ind ~<Mxl. 
Then away. :1w~1y. our l"aus~ is ;.{n,win"' s~nm~l"'r. 

Awa~- to the Sunday sdtool: 
Then awa\\ aw.l\·. w~ can"t w:til mi,· lon~cr. - . . .. 

• ,\\\-:t~ to the Sunda,· st·hool. . -
.\s Robert Raikt.-s walkl-d uut unl" d:n· 
To Sl"e if children wen.· at play. 
S,nnc IK1}·s w1:rc ~t.·t"n un Sahhath d:ty 

• .l-pla!·in~. 1•la,·in~: :th. u1ean. 
l"hu. - Then :u\·:1~ ... l"'tc. 

In 1;81 across tl1t.· sc.-:1 in ( ;Ioustt.9r town 
Tbis glorious Sabb:1th sduK,I IK.~1n: 
It is cununing. t·un1iu~ :ilon,:-. 

<.:bu. Thc.-n a"·.1~·. cu·:· 
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He ,vas a great lo\·er of music and \\·as a good sing
er. He used to stud~· music and even \\"'rote some from ., 

the old note system. He ,vould practice his fa,·orite 
pieces and thought so much of them as to often write 
them do,\·n. both the ,~orru; and music, sometimes mak
ing slight changes to suit his o\\·n thoughts and feel
ings. I ht.-re copy t\\"'O more little songs which \\·ere 
preserved by him from among the old ones. 

••Ho\\· oft ( am \\·eary. 
Hp\\· often s.-ul an drc.2ry; 
\\"hat then. but this could cbcc:r 111c 

I soon shall rest in llca\·en, 

\Vhat then of tribulation? 
\\"hat then of sore temptation? 
8-= this m}· ('Onsolation ~ -

I soon shall rest in He:n·en. 

Then welcome death and mouminJ.:: 
I see the light approaching: 
Joy cometh in the morning- --

The dav of rest in heaven . .. 
\\.hen this poor bod)· lies slumbering in the tomb • 
• .\nd soft winds gently sigh o·er its quie!t home • 
. And strange, s"·eet flowers in bea11ty o·er it bloom

I soon shall rest in H ea,·en. 

1nen shall tn~- happ~· SJ>irit 
Sav of mv S;u·ior·:; n1erit . . 
\\.ho brought 01e to inherit 

The n:st of S."lints in Hc;n·cn. 

U brother, sl1all I n1eet ,·ou? 
0 sister, shall I greet you? 
0 sinner, shall I sec ~-ou 

.-\n1ong the blest in He:n·en?"· 

·•Forget me not. in accents 111ild, 
lly ntother says. belo,·L~ child. 
Forget 1ne nut when f;tr aw:1~ ... 
.-\1nid a thoughtless world you strJ~-. 
For,.:~t ntl• nut \dt~n fcxlls would win 
Your footst~ps to the paths uf sin. 
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Forget me not when urged to wrong 
Bv passions and tem1,tations stron"· . ~· 
Forget me not wh~n pleasure·s snare 
\\·ould kt.-ep you from the house of prayc.·r; 
Forget me not in feeble age. 
Hut let n1e then your tbougbts enJ{:1gc • 

.;.\nd think. 111y child~ how fond I~- I 
\\"'atcbc=tl u·er your helpl~s infanc}· • 
. Forxc:t 111e not when dt:ath shall ,·lc,sc 
Tht.~ ~ydids in their last repose . 
. \nd munnurin;{ br~c:zt-s =softly "·ave.· 
'fhe ,:ras.~ upc,n thy 1nnthcr·s ~r.1\."c:· 

In these earl\· da\·s he sen·cd in a nun1bt.-r of district 
,, -

and tou·nship officc..-s. In this bis businc...~s ,,·as al\\·ay~ 
carcfull\· transactc:d. and the: records of his acts \\·ell -
prcscn·cd. I lcrc is an order gh·cn by hin1 on Jtis fath-
er. \\·bile both ,,·ere in office. he district supcr,·i.-;or and 
his father. to\\·n:d1ip tn1stec. 

..~lay :?.;. 1Hf,1. 
lhc. Ro1u:1CT .;\LF.x . .-.s1>•:1e: -PIC'ase p:t}· tu the bc-:arer on~ dol-

lar and fnrt~· _.ents for "·ork done i11 Distric-t So. _:;. · 
Joas • .\1 .. F.X.r\SDt-:tc. Su1•~n·isc,r:· 

I next gh·c a portion of a correspondence he hac.l in 
these early titul.~ with John Hell. of Quincr. ( >hio. I 
do this bccau~ the,· ,,·ere such intin1atc f ricnds and so .. 
closely attached to c.·ach c ,thcr. that in this corrt.·spon
<lcnce n1uch of his life. character and traits 111:n· be st.·cn. -
So I copy a n1nnb~r of his letters "·hich I h~l\·c in n1r 
p~ssession. ·rhcy are old and sonic of thcrn lcn~rthr 
but an1 sure \,·ill he interesting to rnany ,,·hn ,,·ill read 
tbctn. -Befort· cupring the letters. ho\\·~,·cr. I will say 
a fe,,· \\·ords about John Bell and his fauuily so that the 
n~ader \\·ill hcttcr understand this currcspondcncc and 
their relations to t'ach otlu.·r. John Bl."11. of ( )uinc\·. ( > •• - - .. 
\\"iL-.. an old tintc nei~hbor and frit.."11<.l of tny grandfath-
t·r. Robert. \lt:xandl·r·s farnih·. whilt· the\· Ii,·t.·d in ()uin-. .. -
er. 1·1u:ir friendship continut.·tl after grandfathcn/ 
1110,·cd to lruL. :ind lasted as lung as tlu·r both li\·ed. 
It was in this ,,·ay that tlu~ f ricndship ~rl·\\· up ht·t\\"t~·n 
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bbi1 and m,· father. and out of ,,·hicb came the corres-., 

pondcnce 111entionccl. Bell \,·a." an honored citizen and 
a noble n1an. In a letter rccentl\· rccci\·cd from llrs .. -
.-\nna \·. ()om1an. hi'i oldest daughter. 110\\" li,·ing at 

Quincy·. in speaking of her fatbcr and bis fan1ily· and 
m,· father and his relati\·es. she S."l\·s: - -

... Che earlie:;t r«oll~,~tions 1 ha\ie or ,·our father. or rather ,·our . . 
~rrandfather·s family \\"a5 when l \\·as a little child· in m~· founl1 
year. The friendshi1,. which existed then het\\·t.-en the famili~ of 
.\lexander and Hell reinainc:d true and unbroken to the end of 
their lh·t.-s. and is to-day li\"ing green in the me1nories of their 
children. lly father. John Rc:11. was born in RerkJ~y count:r. \·a.. 
1;QR; dic.-d in Quincy. Ol1i<>. Xo\". ,r,. 188.?. He W"as a tanner by 
trade. ser\ic.-d as justice of the p::c1ce fur :?-I ~-e~rs, as township as
:;essor ~J years in succc:s:sion, f ron1 his ; hit to his Soth y~r. and 
t90uld ha\"e had the office longer. hut was too old to do so n1uch 
riding and counting. For rS ,.-ears of the le, he had no opponent. 
1-'"or three yean b.:forc: his death his health was he..-tter than usual .. 
C)n "l'"uesclay morning ~fore his dc=ath on Thuniday. he sat in the 
10001 by the fire :singing, while I was in the kitchen ,tettin,c bre-.ak-
f asL He "·as singin,: that old ti1ne hyn1n: · 

·.And let this ft.·cbh: hod,· fail. . 
,..\nd let it f:aint or dit.•: 

I le finish-=d the last \"crsc just as brcakfa:it \\"a=- n·ad~·
•t;i,·c jo~· or "rrief. ~i\·c eafc ur pai11. 
Take life.- or friend~ a"·a.~·. 
liut let 111c tind th~n, all a,._rait,. 
In that eternal da~·: 

This •·as the Ja~t I e,·er heanl hitn tiing. Th,· 1u:st ·n,ur.;da~· 
about 11 ,,·clock. he droJ)Jled d1:ad in the stable rard, and "·as 

· buried the:- follo\\·ing Sabbath h,· tlu: I. 0. ( >. I-". and follo\\·ed to 
l1is gra\·e b~- the largc:st funeral pnx:c:ssion ever ~een in Quine~·. 

There are now lh·ing uf m~· fatber·s famtl~·: Dl)" n1othc:-r \\"ho 
\\lll be 8i ~-ears old )lay 1. 1892; nn·self 58 and )·oungest brother, 
Thomas • .i6 ye:us of age.· lluther bids n1e pr-=sent to you bc.-r 
kindest reganls for yuur w~Uare. and ho1u:s ~·uu will lh·~ ~ J(Wd 
:1 111an as your father anc.l gr.111dfather. Your little:- book will be.
highly appreciated by the Hell f:unil)·. \\.ishing ~-nu man~· yeahi 
u£ prosperit~· :and hap1,inc:-ss and tnustin~ yc,u will in all ~-uur un
dertakin:,.rs sttk the a1)pn1\":al uf your He:n·enly Father., 

I ren1ain ~·11ur fri~nd. 
c >uinr,·., >hiu. .\ss.\ ,·. l>oK)I.\S. ·- . 
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P. S.-In looking through my fath~r·s old letters, I haV"e found 
six, written by your father to him. The tirst _.as written just one 
week after the first gun \\.lS fired at Ft. Sumpter .. ( send these six 
·letters to vou. lianv of ,·our father·s relations still li\·e in and ... ., ., 

near Quincy. At least four-fifths of them on botll sid~ \\"'ere, and 
are still, generous, cle,:er, upright, honorable. law-abiding. li-od
fearing peo1•le. \Vbat more can 1 say? 

· A.\·. D. 

,\fter this little explanation of John Bell and fan1il1·, 
I now first gh·c in full the oldest letter of the six she 
sent n1c--word for \\·ord-\vritten by 1n.r father to John 
Bell. 

..\Vtt1.1.s Co •• l:-.1> .. April. 19- 1861. 

l take up mJ· p~ this evening in ord~r to com1,ly "·ith 111,-· 

promise and your r~uest. I recei\"~d your letter of April 8th and 
was glad to bear from vou ... .\nd no"· rnclc John. I intend to gh·c: 
-you a full history of all that I think "·ill interest you. if my p.:n 
and paper hold!i out. 

In the first place I \vould say somethin,: in regard to our trade 
11,;tb the )lcVani~ls family.Jam "·ell pleased with all you ha,·e 
done. and have no doubt hut •·hat you will do all right.· If llr. 
Calahan still refuses to sign the bond 1 want }·ou to hold on to it. 
with those that ba,·e signed it. and that much of the land will he 
safe any ho•·• and do what you think best with his share of the 
money. I •-ant the land and 1,a,·c= 1nade some arrangem~nts al
ready to ha\·e •·ork done on iL I lea,·e all in your hands. do just 
what you tbink best to secure the land. You •ill he ~pt to h£n·e 
a good deal of trouble •·ith then1 and I will t>ledge you n1y word 
that I ,.-ill compensate )"OU for all your trouble. 

It is nearly 11 o·clock and I will ha..-e to quit for to-night~ so 
gooci night. 

Saturday 20th. \\"ell t:ncle John. to co1nn1ence this e\"ening, I 
must tell you that 1 have been \·ery hard at "·ork ·to-da~·, for the 
time of year is here that e,·ery fam1er should stretch his muscle. 
if he gets hi~ crop in. in titn~. 1 inquired of Pap \\"hen I can1e 
home concerning the old 111an. :Marchel. He sa~·s you sent hint 
the account, but be n~,;er got any thing front the old 1nan. He 
says that he is dead. and thinks the chance to get an,· thing will 
be a slin1 one unless tbe boys will pay it. l ''"ill find out this ~um
mer if l can, whether tbey will pay it or not, and "·hen ~·on con1e 
out next fall~ ~n1e of us "·ill go down with you if you wi~h to g<> 
to see then1. 
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Xow I 111ust tell ~·ou a.bout n1y joume~· ho1ne. You know I left 
<luincy at 3 o·clock on Tuc::....day. and I landc:d safe in ~luncie, 
about 6 o·clock, st.~yc:d all night with n1y brother-in-law CJ.Sparr) 
s~rted bright and early for ho111e. He took a horse and set 111c 
some: four miles un my \\"ay. and then I touk to u1y scrapc:nt and 
you bcttrr think I 111adc snO\\" and•mud fl}· for the next JZ miles. 
'fhen can1e to another brother-in-law. took dinner with him and 
he took his horse and s~t me four n1ilt..-s furth.:r on 111.\" w-a,·. Tlacn . . . 
I tri .. -d aJ,.rain what \"inuc there was 1n 111~· shanks. came on Sor,, 
miles farther and 1nc:t l. nclc .Ed. \\·ith l,is horse:. ·\\~ell.· said hr. 
•John, you look as if \"OU \\~S about as tired as folk~ ,:cnc:r.dly 
get. so you ~hall ride:." On I n1ount~ and bon1c "·c came. 
Sto1•p"-d at Pa1,·s. lcft all you bc,tb S1.·nt tc, thc111 and told them all 
I had ti111c to. :and hon1c I c:am~. a li .. tlc after dark. I callt:d at 
the gate to ~tay all ni~ht and 111~· "·if e knc.~\9 01~· voic-e. In I ca111l.·. 

found all wdl and d~ing \\·ell. \\·asn"t I fonunate? . 
Sunday. z1st. \Veil. Cnclc Jobn and .\unt llanh.a. I 1nust tell 

you c;o111ething abc>ut the: old folks. Tbdr health is KCkJd at 1•rc:o-
ent. ·fhc:,-· r«eh·~I ~·our 1•rt.~c."llts \\"ith n1any \\"etrds o( ,:ratitud~. 
I did not stay tc> hc:ar your Jetter read that night,, but brotbcr 
Rohen said th~· had a ,:loriou:; ti111e o,·~r it. I h: has been shoot
ing your 1,i~tol sonll". Th~ old 1n."IP is just~ full of his fun as 
he •·as ,30 ~-~r:- ago. \\'ht:n you coin~ out y<>u n~·d nut expct·t 
to find him ~n1c surl~·. dried-up cr.u·klin:,:. He h:L"' hut une tuotb 
in his head,. but lu: has g,,1 his ton,:uc yc:t. and if ~-uu can wc.-ar all 
the Irish hn,gtu:- otT of it. yc,ur 0\\"11 old tongue will be pn:tt~· "·ell 
~p.:nt. \\" c wcr~ all ,:athered to;.:cther the other day at one of 111:· 

neighbors. rai~in;: a big rounc.1 lo:: barn. I land~ were scan~t- and 
the l~rs were laca\·~-. ~ in du: aitemoon su111e of tbe111 hollc.,•·~I 
out: ·Then: c.·0111es l "nde Robert: it "·ill go up now." Cp come 
the old rnan "·ith a hand spike on bis ~houldc:r. I I c said: ·Conic 

. ho}·~. I will show you how w, u~t"<l to do up hu~in~s when I w:ls 
a boy~· .-\nd at it we went in a r&1cep ttntil the: building was t·om
J•lctc.. He ~aid: ·That is the way Wt: used to do it: If you bad 
been there: with your bi~ pistol. watrhin~ out to ~huot preacher~. 
you would D~\·cr ha\·c s11app~d :it hin1 for one. Pa1, and llother 
requ~tt..J 111e tu cun1e up tu thdr hou~c before I finished 111y lt:t
t~r aud umrk llown a fl·W tlmu~ht~ for thc:111: ~ I will do :-u on ·a 
~11:lr.tte sheet and cn,·lusc it with ~·rmr letter, a~ this ~beet will 
nut hold n1orc.- thai1 [ ,\;~h tu (·unun1111ir:1tt· to ~-nu. ?' 

The runtor th:,t Ft. Sun11,ter is taken has ,·rcatt.-d quitl"' an cx-
1·iten1cnt in our ,·uuntr\·. Th~ dt•nlfK"".r:1ts s:n·: ·Look ,~hat vou . . . -
hl.u·k rcpuhlkan~ ha\·t• dont·: ~·nu tnay tight it uuL· So l tetJ 
tht.•111 t .. , stand off .u,d bold uur bat~ .ind we- "·ill do the fighting. 
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Xo,\· c:onccming tho:.t: deers that ar~ stalking- about m~· neigh
borhood. Just how· man~· head ther~ ar-.! to each acre of the 
woods, I cannot tell: but the \\"ay they ha\"c: pa.~tured my wh~1t 
field this winter. l \\"ill be safe in saying- that there will be: mor~ 
deers W'ithin two miles of m}· place: n~.xt fall than ~-ou. Jac,,b. 
:\(artin, Cris.-i and all the cbtsistanct: w-e can lend you will kill. if 
\"OU stav "'months. . . ., 

Xow we want ~-ou all to come ri~ht here and <9a1n1• ";th u, 
while you hunt. as there is plent~· of good hunting ~round all 
around. us, and 1\·e ha,·e plenty to eat, :-uch as it is. and good 
enough what there is uf it and you and all that r.01ne with you 
shall be wekorne to a share of all that our hou~c:- and bam!i will 
afford. \Ve will ha\9e plenty of com and hay for your hnr.-t.~. when 
we arc: not u~ing- them to haul in deer. 

\\•hen yuu gc.~ to Uluffton inquir"· of John Stucld:,aker. he ha."' a 
Jarxe =-tore then:. and he ,\"ill put you on the rig-ht ntad. \\. e li\"c 
south \\"C.-St of HlutTtc,n. about .?O mile='. 

l ~ ncle 1-:d. is here \"d and intends to sta,· 11111 ii he sec.~ "·hc.-t11cr . . . 
thev net.-d him in the South. ll\"' wife s.·n.·s \"OU ~hall ha,·c \"our . - - . -
cap of coffee, com dodgers and butter. .:\s to the chat. yuu will 
get plenty of that. A while before you come. \\·rite tu us if you· 
plea.~, and let U:,. know about what ti1!1e you will ~ hen:. I will 
have to quit for the want of mon1, and I think I h~ar you ~ay. 
a.1nen, for I have cc:nainl~· tried your patience. J>lea:,.e cx<9u~c 
n1y bad "·riting. (;ive our lo,·e and re~1•ects to all inquiring 
friends. I re1nain your ~inrere friend. . 

Jons AI.F.X.,\~S>t-:K. 

I'. S.- -This lc."a\"CS us all enjoying good be-alth and hope it will 
find you all enjoying the san1c. You "·ill tllease cxr.asc inc for 
not \\"riting a ft:w lines for l'ap and n1other a:,. l pronti~cd. I h:l\·e 
bt..~n ~ bu..~,.- in n,,, clearing. I ha ,·e not h:id tinie:· 

_In John Bell\; reply to the abo\·c letter I quote a 
s1nall sketch in \\·hich he sars. referring to (irandfath
cr and Grandn1othcr. It is this: 

"Cncle Bob and aunt Polly: 1 ha,·e ah,·a~·s rcu1crubercd tbdr 
n1ore than neighbor!}· kindness toward tue while we were neig
bors, and .t scpara1tiun of t\\·\!nty-fuur y~ars has not dinunt.~ in 
the lt::1~t one particle uf their kindness in 111y n1cn1ury. ·Let n1~ 

die the dc.-h of the ri~htcuus :md l~t n1~· last enu h~ like his: So· 
111av n1v end be like .Aunt l'olh··s .ind l ·nc1~ Bob·s. I wish to b~ - . 
kindly renu:111hered to thcn1. You and f:unily likewise will act·c:-1•1 
1nv best \\·i~he- for \·our hc:1lth and \\"c:lfarc:· - . 

I Icrc is another to John Hell \\·hich ,,·~ copr i11 part: 
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RESPEMF.I> FRIESDS: 

A.£ ter a long silence I ~rain take up the 1>en in order to "·rite 
a tew thoughts. In the first place I would sar that we all Cwitb 
the exception of brother Robat) enjoy gond health. He has just 
landoo on a sick furlough frorn the anny. He v:a.,-, in the 5th lJlaio 
Cav., was at the battle of Pittsburg landing. and took sick a few 
days after. He i:; mending fa.-..t. and thinks he ";11 be able to 
join bi:i Rt.-gL in a feu· da~·s." 

Then he speaks of the land trade. ~-iy-s the n1ont..1· 
will all be rt.-ad,· D\"c or six da,·s before it is due. etc. - -

"Xow ~"'"'~bing alx,ut that vi:!,it you paid us last fall. I "·ould 
advise vou to not off'er anv exct1~ at all. but redeem vour cr~it ., . ., 

h\"' paying us a vi:-it next fall. \\. e lookt."<I for you from the tirst 
of October till the L"L-.t of ~oven1bc:r, but did not see anv of vou • ., . 
\\"e did not know but "·hat you bad all ,:one to war. Pap has 
still ,tot y,,ur pistol. tak~ a good care of it, ~ys he intends to 
keep it until you conic to ~ hi111. Xow ""e •·ant you to CO!Jle 
next fall and take your hunt. and bring a~ ,nan~- \\"ith you as you 
wish, and we will have a general jollifiration tin1e of it. J>eer is 
more plenty this sprin1: than the~· ha,·e hc=en for ~veral )"ea'°'. 
\\. e ha\"e plent)· of sc:c~='- sc, if you cannot tine.I game· enou,:h to 
kill you can just go to hanging thenL Tiley call the1nseh·es 
consen·ath·e den1ocrcUS. · 

Xo"" t: nclc: John. we: would like: to hear fro1n ~-ou ODl'"C: n1orc: 
and •·heth~r ,:ou i11tend to co1ne to s~ us next fall, and if so • . 
"·hat tin1e. \\"e all ~nd ot1r lo,·e :tnd ~pects to you all. 

Joas ALEXA-~1>•:k:· 

The next letter \\"C gi,·c in full. just as \\·rittcn by bitn. 
It \\·as \\·rittcn front lluncic. 

• ·•lfrsc1t:. Sept. 2. 1862. 
\\·en, rncle John. 1 ha\"t: just landed in lluncic:, and prt:tt~· 

tin:d. l ~sur~ ye.au. lf l do not write n1uch. tnore yuu will exl"'usc 
111e l know. for I ant ~o ncn·uus sinct: I ha,·c hl"en sick that- I can 
hardly write at all. Hut you told 111c to 1nake no apolof.ries for 
bad \\'ritin~ so I will 1nakc none. l..a~t e\·cning "·hen 1 tinh,lu:c.l. 
111y tir.st sheet 111~· wif~ pickt:d it up :uul cununcnt:t.·d rt_-:tdin~ and 
laughin;.:. Sh'-" said: ·\\" dl. I think Hell will think ~-~u nc~ tu 
apolugi1.c for this ll"ttt:r: l ha\"l! a g-rc:1t deal that I would like 
to write to you whirh I sh:111 ha\"c to on1it fur the pn.--scnt. \\.hen 
l ha\"c a nturc {a\·urahlc upportunit}' 1 will write you a big l~tter 
in ans\\·t:r tu ~-our tir:-t. ·,,·hi<.·h I ~huuld h:t\"C :in:-wcr1..-d before now. 
\\" e all w:tnt you tn l·cnnc and Sc."t." us this fall. \\' hether ~·ott ,·01nc 
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to hunt or not, and bring who you plc:25~ with you. \\·e "·ill trat 
them just a:; we do yourself. ity '\\"ife ~y:s if you come you ~hall 
have your com dodgen; and the \"ei'y bt:st she can tix up. 1 ,·an 
k~p you in chat at least one week myself. 

Xo"· to-morrow morning I ,._ill send the a111ount of mon~· you 
ne~ to pay those heirs who ha\"'c signed the dt.'"ed. and when you 
pay thcn1 I \\"ant you, if you plea.~. to write to me and let me 
know just how- the matter is going,. and whc:ther you think tbcy 
will ha,;-e any chance to defraud n1e or gi~e n1c trouble. 1 feel 
,·ery anxious to ba\·c: the: niattcr settled. I •·in· come up to e,·e'r'f
thing tl1ir'lt I .1grcc:d to do. and will expc..--c·t them to du the ~nae. 
Callihan and Fustun will ha\"e to do the l,c:~t the,· ~an with thdr 
sh.."lres, if the,· will not co1ne to the: term~ prop~. for I will not 
pay them one: dollar n1ore for thdr shares than I· pay the other~. 
If you tlnnk ( had better get the deed ren,rdt.~ before you gei 
the ~igna.tu~ of th~ two boys that arc in the army. you will 
plea:;e send it to me by mail. I >o j11:-t as y.,u think l>c:oil and I 
wi II be ~-iti~tied .. 

There is quite an excitement her~ in tO\\"n to•nig-ht about the 

I renaain your fric.-11d. 
Jo11s .\1 .. •:xA.s1,t:K:· 

I next copy nearly the ,,·hole of one of Heirs letters 
\\·hich I happen to ba,·c in Ill}" (>(>$Session. Con1i11g 
fron1 an intclligc:nt corr~spondcnt. it \\·ill sc:n·c to gh·c 
the readc::r sonic idea of the c,·c::nts of that da,·. ]"his -letter is datc:d Feb. 2. 186~. in it he sa\·s: . . 

"And now John 1 will procet:d to ans,\"cr ~-our I.L~t lettc~ as :-iys• 

t~maticall}· :i.....; l can. In your forn1er letter you inquired after 111~· 
~n \Villian1. and just four day~ beforl! l n-("eived that lctt~r I rt·
cei\"cd an account of his death. which took plac..c in Fort Gaines 
on the 25th of Au~rust last. He dr.iggc:d. along after his Re-,.:t. 
until he was entirely \\"Om out. He becau1e deliriuu~. was put in 
a hospital in the fort abo\·e ntentioned. and continuc.ac delirious 
for 2 or .l da·rs • ..ind in th.at condition calrnly yieldt:d. ui, his life. 
He is the ~e,·enth child we ha.\·t: lo:.t. but the~- all died at houae 
but \Vn1. .\nt.l the \·er~· thought of his dying ~o far front borne -
no father. nu n1othcr tu sntuoth his pillow ur close: his eye~. is tou 
.tgonizing tu think uf. The rea~,n why [ was afraill to oven ~-our 
lc:tter: I expL~t~l nothing else but to hear uf the death of one ur 
tbe other. or perhap~ lx,d1 uf ~-uur parents. I \\":IS agrec:.tbly ~ur
pri~ wht_-n I fuunc.l 111~· fears wer._. prern:1turc. I h.n·e ~1,ent 
nmn~· happ~· hours :tt ~-our f:uher·s house. and ha,·e he~n H:1tter-
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ing n1yself that I W'ould a.1-,rain enjoy the plt:aiure of their society 
fc>r a sh(Jrt time before they pass from the shore of tin1e. I ai11 
now collecting the delinqut."!lt tax. also \\"h.·1t is called co1nn1uta
tion finL•s: that is $+.00 \\"hich each man who is c."'lltitlt:d t() do u1il
i t.,ry duty. must join hirnst:-lf to some military coHlflclll). or 1.ay 
yearly $.J. 

Y nu suggt:St if ( cannot come in the fall, I might in. the ~()Jing. 
I have for ~ixtet.~ years in succo-sion. assc.-sscd our to•·nshii,. and 
very probably will be elected next spring again. ~ I Sc:ldon1 ba\"e 
any op1>osi:ion. 'fhe time for as~,unent begins die 111iddle of 
April and c:-nds on the third lI011day in :\Ia,,.·: after that ti111..- I will 
lmve 111orc- lci~ure than any other thne of the yc.."ar and I niay r~· 
~ihly. !!on1~ tin1e in June pay you .1. vi~it. f only hop.: th:tt noth
inJ: rnay c·on1c in th~ \\"ay to 1•r~¥cnt 111e fro:11 »n d<1ing. Xo\\" J:<> 
to your kind p:t.rc:ni.s and tell t!lcn1 that nothin:,: \\·oald J,:'h·c 111c 
111ore plca~urc than to spc:nd a short tiane under tbeir h,,:,;1,itab1c 
and f ricndly roof. 

I su1)po:ie you rai~ a good crop of com la. ... t sea...;on. If }·ou 
did the-re ,~ill be no difficulty about the dnc.lgcrs. lly c011~pli
ments to ,:our ,rif c and famii¥. \\.bcn ,.-ou ba,:c: ti1ne write. and . . . 
if ,·ou think ,·ou can talk a ~tre;ak. ,-c) c-an I. and •·hen we 111et:"t . . 

\\·e "ill b.·l\·c: a ~trc:ak\· ti111c. Yc.mr.; &c •• . . 
JoH ~ ll•:L1_ - . 

.. fhc next letter \\·rittcn b,· m,· father in this corrcs-., ., 

ponc.lcncc is as f,,llo\\·s. J gh·c it in full just as \\·rittcn: 
.. ,,.ELLS <.:o., lsu ... Aug • .!8,. 18l•;. 

\\" ell 111~· dear old friend. l ont"e 111ore take 111~· pen to write a 
fe•· thougbL, in n:1,ly to the nutu=:rou~ 1,a;.:t.-s I ba,·e had the: prh·
ilc:ge of (>eru~ing f ron1 under }·our o\\"n kind hand. .\11 of •·hich 
r read "·itb plea~un:. and felt a:--:-ured that it "·a:- frotu a friend 
indeed. . 

On the nc.•xt c:,·ening after you left here 1 recch·ed the letter 
that you bad \\"ritten 11)r1ur to ~·our ,.-i!'"iting us) containing I.? J>:&K
c~, all of whkh. I read to 111\" fatuih·. The,· ~J.thc.~rc.-d around 111c:-. . . .. 
:L-. if d1t.!'\· had not heard {rou1 ,·ou fur a \·ear. l c.mh· wi~h that [ . . ,_ . 
had re<."eh·ell that fetter in tiuu: to ha,.-c answc:rt:d it before you 
start1..·•d. I nc . .-x:. r1. .. ·ch·cd a kind and wdl"mnt: present front ,·uu. 
of thrc-e of yuur ,:ounty p:tpl:r:;, fur whkh I th:u1k ,·uu. l Jn ort1." 
of the 1•:1pc-rs. I fnund wrtttc.6U h~ your own hand: .. Xo tinu: to 
write yet:· l also found s..-n:ral o~her pl:u·t.:s 111ark1.-d for ntc to 
read. all of wbkh l read. Hefurc we recci1.·e1.t the p:11,-:n--. I·:11, 
ht."Calltc ,·'-"ry unca~y about ynu. for f"°"ar suurethin,: had h:lppt:nt.'tl 
tu you. Uut when the papc.·n. c::uuc .. all was right. fur tltl·n:- u:-as 
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your well known band \\"ridng. Xow t·m:lc: john l 1nu:st Sc"l)" right 
hen: that 1 a111 surry that I cannot compen~atc you by s~ding 
)"OU my county pap~rs in return for tbos~ I r~-cch·ed. lly suh
scrii>tion ha~ run out and I h.'1.\"C not r\!new~d. x~xt I rccch·c:d 
another kind :md "·clcom~ ld.ter from you, addrc~ing yourself 
to the \\·hulc ronntaction of the .:\lc:xand1.:rs in thc..~c p:1rls. Tbi:,. 
lt.~tc:r bears date of July 1,1. and contains 6 larf;{~ 1,:1:,: .... -s. It tirst 
cont."lin."' an apolo:~ry £or not writing ~x,ner. ~c:xt it J:i\·~ a hri~f 
history of your tr.1\"'el:s bo1n\!wanl, and n-.:xt you gi\"c us all nur 
111cat in due s~1...c,n -l"'ndc Hob. for the r.L~t·ally way he took to 
beat you ~hrN>ting; :\lrs. :Mary for 1nakin;.: ~-uu ~ir.k. and. )Ir!". :\le
lis.,-i for not knowin;: what kind of 111~didnc to aclrnini:-tcr to 
rnakc you well. ~ow .:\unt llanha. 1 think that it i:o. no 1nor~ 
than ju~ticc that you should know what cau~~ t9nclc Jotan·:
~i,:kn~,..s while :sojo11min,: an1on1-: us. It \\·ill doubtl"·s:- ~urpri:-c 
you when I tell you that it was cau~cd by :i.trung dri11k.. lie: a,·
CU='«.-S the 1-'M>r wonaan for ha\·ing 111.iclc hin1 ~ic-k. "·bile it •·a~ 

thruugh no fault ,,f her own at all. but caust.·d b~- bi~ own c·ra,·in:,: 
ap1,ciite for ~tron)( drink. He also rails out on 111y i,oor innocent 
wif.: for not h.,,·ing known that n1ush and 111ilk was th~ only rc111-
cdy he u~d af tcr h.-.,·in,: taken too 111ucb strong drink. ~ow 
.Aunt llanba. I ha,·c on~ rc:<1ucst to 1nakc l>f you, and that is: if 
Uncle John is in the habit of using to,, 1111.1,·h stton:,: drink 1,·ou 
will please notify 111c: of the facts in the: case-.. and I will isnnu:di
atel)· \\"rite out a tcmp-:r.ancc lecture: and ~cud to hin1, and pcr
hap~ it 111ay h~t,·c the dc~ir~-d etT~-ct: if not, I will \\"rite: a ~ond 
one, and c\·cn a third one: bc:forc I will gh·c hirn Uf>. ~c,w l:nclc 
John,. !-"OU will please read the: abo,·c not~ to ..\unt llartha and let 
her use her own jud;.:nac:-nt in the ,natter. 

1 W"as going to tell you what l dune with your letter, I 111~,n the 
Ja;t one I n.-ceh·~·c.l. l rcacl it to n1y famil,·. and then M:nt it th~ 
rounds: to nty fatht.·r tirst. and l hcli~\"~ 1 can ~1fd}· s,~- that it 
was a wck·onu: ,·h,itor to all. You talk of paying u~ a \·i~il this 
fall and hunting s«nnc .• \11 1 h,n·c to say is co,ne 011. and ~·ou will 
he quilt. .. ,,·ckontl·. \\. c wr 11 try tn rnakl· your ,·isit a i-,l~asant one 
to you. The way you propose to settle th~ Ir Ct'n .. s ~-ou sa)' is 
due rue is thl" n:ry wa~· I want to ~ttlc it. tu cat it out in ,:om 
dud~cr~ this fall. 

The n~xt Sunday aft~r you h.·ft h.:r.:. :1~ wc w~nt to Sunday 
~dtcK>l. we ~Lrtu·k uut tn hunt the tree that ,·uu h:ul l·ut ,·our n.uu~ . ~ 

on, and found it. I hin·c shown it tu sonu: of 111y nd~htH,~ :-int·c 
anJ taken the: libl·rty tn ;.:h·t.· thcn1 :1 hril"f hi~to~- of ~-ou. I did 
nut tcU thl·1n tlmt ~-ou ,lr.1nk too tnurh hccr :1t 111~- bn,thcr·s. 

I just tcK1k th~ notion this l·\·~nin;.:- that l wuuhl :,:u tn tuwn tn-
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morrow, and sat right down and commenced wnung to you. I 
had not time to go to see Pap or any of the rest to see what they 
had to say to you. James and I were talking about writing to 
you a few d."lys ago. \Ve both said we would write to :!i-OU soon. 
So I think you may look for a letter from him soon. Pap can say 
what he has to say in his letter. 

You •·ill please write to us and Jet us know about the time you 
•ill be out if you come this fall. \\. e are all in the enjo}-ment of 
rea.~le health. \~ e all send our love and respects to you and 
family. Yours traly. 

• jolt,_ AI .. F.XAXl>F.R:• 

The follo,1,·ing letter is also gh·cn in f nil: 
.. \\·1-:LLS l'.'o.,, :\1,ril 19- 18;o. 

\\. ell. mv kind old frit:nd, I ha\"e no doubt but what ,·ou ha\·e . . 
come to d!e conclusion that my sicknt~s ha."' proved fatal, or I 
surely \\"Ould ha\"e a.n~wered your epistle of I>«. 26. J8fJQ. long 
bd'ore this time; for your Jener "-a.~ alm<>:it a~ long as Paur$ 
epistle to fir~t Corinthians. But had it been as long again it 
•ould have been rc.-ad with the same anxiet,·. ·\\"ell.I think 1 .. 
hear you say right here. (to your.-elf) if you still survive "·bat ex-
cuse under the sun c;an you offer for your long delay in ans•·er
ing my letter? .-\s ho11.sty is the best 1,olicy, I •·ill try to be hon
est in telling ~-ou the cause of my long delay. It was nothing but 
~eer neglect on my part. for \\"hich I f~I ashamed. Hope you 
will forgh·e me for this time. and I will t~· to do better for tin1e 
to come. In p::rusing your last lettt·r I find that •·e ha,·e been 
abusing one another at a •·onderful rate. I ha\"e been callin~ 
;-ou an oZd top-:r, drunkard. and accusing yot1 of e,·erything that 
•-as mean and contcn1p:ible. while you ha,·e heen retaliating in 
just as strong language. If s«>n1e fello\\· that knew nothin~ about 
either of us could 1,.rather up our letters for the last t\\·o or three 
years and read then1, he "·ould come to the conclusion at once 
that we mu~t be greatly at Joger heads ,vith each other. . But be 
"·ould 111iss it bad. 

Xow my d~ar old triend, ther~ are man~- thin~rs in your last let
ter that I could r~ply to \\·ith the great~t of pleasure, and conic: 
oil as clear as a sunbea1n: then read ~-our reply with t.-quaU~- as 
1nuch pleasure. Hut as you proi,osc: to strike account!'-. and :1s 
~-ou are contin~ out in a short titnc if you po~sihl~- can. to redeem 
your 1•ron1ise in pa~·ing us that long prontised ,·isit. l "·ill hereb~
consent to strike ac-t·ounts \\-ith you until ~-ou come. Then be it 
understood that we will ha\"e a thomu~h in,·esti~ration of the 
\\"hole n1atter. I •·ill~ whether I c·;1nnot ~~ain a good ~har-

u 
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acter; then \\"c: will see whether I cannot sustain all the charges 
that I C\"'er brought against you. One: small requt:St, howe~er. I 
have tu niake of you, that is that you will grant me the prh·ih:ge 
of selecting the jury to decide the matter., and tbat no appc:al 
sha.11 be ta.ken to a l1igher court, but that the decision shall be 
final. Xo"· sir. this small request I think chard as your heart is) 
you can hardly have: the: conscience: to dc.-ny 01c of in your nest 
k~tcr. If my r~ucst can he grant~d you a·ill 1,leasc notif v 111c: 

so that I can ha\"e the: jury sd~-rt~ and all in re."ldinc:s~, so thcrt~ 
will be: no delay \\·hen you r.01nc. ·rhc witnesse. on both sid_es 
arc all here:, aad the: 1mtttcr ran he 1ettlcd in a few days after yuu 
Ket here. Then you know \\"e' can enjoy c..-ach uthlT·s ~,ciety dur
ing" your St.'\y n1uch bc:tter. knowin~ all is sc..~th .. -d. 

I "·ill st,,p 01~· non~cnse until you rcnnc, anybo"·· hopin~ that 
the time is cl,~c- at h.'1.nd when I mav acrain take vou b\" the hand . ~ - ,. 

and ~ri\"e you a hearty "·elron1e into my house:. You will please 
write and lc:t us know how ~-011 ar~ all getting along. and .,I~, 
about wh."lt ti1ne ,·ou think vou will he out here. I think we sb."lll . .. . 
all kno"· you thi~ tilnc:. ;lnd "·ill be hap1,y to ~ec: you once mor~ 
in this "·orld: though there: .-in he one n1issin~ "·hen you com-.-. 
tmy dear mothcrt but we mourn DC)t a." those \\·ho ha\"e no hope. 
for \\'C expect to mttt her a~ain where sorro~,·s ne,·er co1ne. 

It •-a.~ ,·ery sickly here last fall and nc:arly all wintCT. ll~· 
father•s and my own hc:alth has been very JIOOr all •·inter. though 
it is much better this ~pring. l ·ncle Ed. •·as quite poorl~- all· 
winter. but is also much better. Rarht.•I Sparr and family \\·ere 
\\·ell the la~t we heard. They s:ill li,·e in lluncie. Charlc:s l.eon
anl and fmnil·r are •·di. The~- Jh·e in Hartford. Pc:~· .~lexan
dcr lh·es in Bluffton. the count~· =k:'itt of \\"eiis Co. )iarceHus 
Alexander lh·t~ near Cncle Ed·s on a farm. He is marric:d. 
"fhere is but l\\"O of l"ncle Ed·~ childr~n lh·ing at hon1e. the t"·o 
youn~rest. \\"illian1 Purdue. ~on-in-law of t:ncle Ed"s. lh·e'S one 
1nile west of n1e on a fam1. lly bn>ther .. Robert Alexandt-r. lives 
in Xew l-ladison. Dark Cu_ f>hin. He ha.; been lying very low 
with consun1ptionp thou~h he i:-. bt:tter at this writing. and th~ 
probability i.s that he \\"ill reco\·er. lf he does he intends to 111ovc 
to Kansas, a~ bis physician ~mys that nothing- hut a cban~e of di-
111ate will c\·cr rt:storc hint to health. He has bought land an the 
~uthem part nf Kans:t~. 

\\" ell now l "nrlc John. I will h:n·c to \\·ind up 111~· fe,\· hrnkt·n 
n:-111:trk~. a~ it i~ getting htte anll nty pen :ind ink is ~cry p<Ktr. I 
ho1,c the tintt'." is not £:tr distant when \\"e ,-an cun\·t:rse "·ith each 

• ntlu:r h\· n1~iun1 of tht• tnn~ttl·. face to falcc. in~tead of the i,en. 
\\·birh \\"ill he far 111orc :t~n-eahlc: t11 1ne. ru. I ;un :t 111x,r srribe ~~, ... 

• 



\\.rite soon: do not do as I ha\"t: done; and let us kno"· about•tbc 
time vou think vou will be out here. Please tell us in vour next . - -
letter if Aunt llargery Herriman- is still Jiving there and bow she 
is getting along. Give our lo\"'e and resp~ts to your family and 
all inqirin~ fric:nds, retaining a good share for yourself. 

\Ve rem.-un ~er your friends. 
J<>H~ A:SD llELISS.\ A,LEX.\~DJ-:R:• 

The next one is the last of his letters to John Jicll 
that I ba\·c. It is also copied in full. and is a-; follo\\·s: 

June 19, · 18;o. 
\\"ell my dear old fric:nd, I have just ,a few days agot rc:ceived 

your lc..-iter, dated llav 30. rS;o. and was happy to hear f ron1 you. 
\\".i!i n1uch dh·ened in reading your letter. \\.h;tt divenc..~ n1c: 
most was to sec with what ,,.igor you renc:wed the attack. as soon 
as you ,:-ot me to accept your proposals for a compromise. You 
remind me of a J>ciy I onr.e got into a quarrel with. Every tin1e 
that we met "·e quarrefod and called c..-ach other hard names. Fi
nallv "·e concluded to ~ttle the matter b,· tn·in•.,. 11·hich "·a.~ the ,,, • ,, & 

bc.ast man. I did not like the challcn)te mucb, but knew that it 
would be CO\\"ardly not to accept it: so at it \\"C went. .And I be
ing a little the: stoutest got bi1n do"·n and commenced thumping 
him in the face and wherever I could hit bin,. so that he hollowed 
'qait ! quit ! · but I did not quit. So he hollowed out 'Jet me go ! 
Jet me go!. but I did not let hint go. .-\nd he con1menced to cry 
and said if I would let him go and quit. he would. I accepted 
the offer, thinking I bad hi111 perfc..~th· quieted.. But no sooner 
had I let hiln up th:1n he conunenced calling me the :;an1e h~rd 
names he h:id before. and n1y Iri:sh at ti1at time being eas}· in
Hamed, I ,~ent into hin1 again. and tltat time I made his nose 
bleed furioush·, until a man \\"ho was close bv ca1ne and took n1e - -. off. So he started for hon1c without calling nte any n1ore names. 
Xow my dc:u- old friend just as soon as you got n1e to accept your 
off er to con1pro111is the difficulty existing between us, you pitched 
in on nte ju~t like the boy did when l let hint up. affim1ing that 
you could sustain the charges you allege against mt: before a. just 
C'ourt. Hut the court that I vroposed to ha\·e you before wou_ld 
he placing you in equally as bad a condition as the 111an, who in 
tnu·cling to Jcrusalt:nt. fdl aruong thic\·cs and was stripped of 
all he h:1d. and badly hruist..'tl. And you :thnost call nte one of the 
thie, .. t-s: at -l~a.st 1ny jury would pa.ss by on one side and J nn the 
other as did the Prit.-st and the Lc,·itc. But ~-ou say that then: is a 
good S:unaritan here \\·ho \\·ould soon 1»our in your \\"Ounds and 
bruises. th~ oil and win~. (lntt~h and n1ilk.1 \\" ell that g-ood Sa-
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maritan is still here, and when · you come we -.ill get her to pre
pare some of her medicine, and we will get around it with bll$ 
and spoons and see wnether we cannot settle the difficulty among 
omselves. \Veil we are truly glad to hear you say that :!,-OU are 
coming to see us this summer. We shall all be happy to sc:e you. 
You sav '\"OU think vou will not come until after han·est. \Vell, I - - . 
think your visit \\ill be more agreeable to yourself and us at that 
time than any other, as that will be a leisure time with farmers. 
They are very busy now and will be until after harvest.· You say 
that I said nothing about Jimmy and llary in my last. \\:ell. 
perhaps I did not. They are well and doing" well. This lea,·es 
us all in tolerable good health. Tell Aunt llargery •·ather talk.-. 
of coming in to see her and the rest of you. Give -our love to 
all. Hope to meet you soon. Yours truly, 

joHS .-\1.t:XASl>F.k;• 

. I ba,·e now gi\·cn abo,·e. copies of all the: lett~rs I 
have been able to find written bv him to Bc:11. ·rhc:rc -were a· great n1any more \\·ritten that ha\"'c been lost or 
destroyed. From these we have before us. the readc:r 
will leam and . retain much of the disposition. and the: 
characteristics of John • .:\lexander. both in a business 
and in a social sense. His hun1or, his \\·it. his interest 
and concern in his family, his patriotism. hospitality 
and prompt business n1anner arc: all shown in these let
ters. In reading them one \\·ho kne,,· hin1 \\·ill almost 
imagine he is ~itting by his side talking \\·ith him. "'fhey 
are interesting to me. and \\·ill be to n1an)· others. anJ 
may well be kept by us as keepsakes. This was an ex
tensive correspondence and the letters of John Bell 
were also lengthy. intelligent and interesting. Son1c 
of them ha\·c been presen·ed. hut we ha\·c: copied in 
this only a part of t\\·o. 

During the incidents and excit~n1c:nts of the late: war, 
no n1an in hi~ neighborhood "·as 1norc: loyal. more: out
spoken and enthusiastic for the success of the union. 
than \\·as John .:\lexander. From the bc:ginning of the 
\\·ar he \\·as anxious to join the am1y. and in the: "·inter 
of ·64 111adl· his arrangentL"nts to go and hght for the 
union. lt.""a,·ing a \\·ifc and six srnall children· hc.·hind. 
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After n1aking all necessary pro\·isions as far as possible 
for their comfort and protection about the home, he bid 
them all good-bye and startc:d. but got no farther than 
\Varsa\\·, Ind., \\·here. after passing an examination \\clS 

rejected on the account of an injured blood ,·c.-;scl fron1 

bo:rhood in his left leg. He returned home and main
tained bis patriotism there in defense of the many· fam
ilies left fatherless. .-\tone time for a \."'Car he had the • 
charge and care of nine fan1ilic..~. He was a ~'taunch 
republican and an cnthu:iiastic tcn1pcrance ad\·ocatc 
and \\·orkcr.. II e }\·a.~ forcn1ost in all questions of re
form. and boldly and ,·igorously ad,·ocatcd such mo\·c
n1ents in his neighborhood. :\iter the \\"ar. and \\·ith 
the beginning of the crusades 011 the saloon~. he \\·a~ 
cspcciall}· zealous in the cause of tcrnpcrance.. Belo,\" 
is gi\·cn ~omc short extracts from sonic of his speech
es and \\pritin~rs. i \\·hich I ha\·c found.) in \\" ells Co .• 
about the year J8jO. \\·hich sho"· hi~ thought and z~al 
on the subject. ( >n one occa~ion at a }I urphy meet
ing he said: 

"The time l1as come in the histo~· of this great nation of ours 
that it is not so nccc.assa~· to talk about the horrible cri1nes that 
ha\"e been co1nn1itted. and the millions that ha\"e suffered front 
the influence of intoxicatin,: ~\·erdges, as it is to u1,tbold 1~ 
"·ho ha\·e recently united "·ith the great temperance refonn • 
• -\merica has awakened to a sense of duty. and is no"· doubting 
and hoping. a.nxiousl~· hoping that inten1percU1ce "·ill be s"·ept 

· front the land. Some are e\·en hopin~ that the n10\·en1ent now 
~ing taken will pro\·e a failure. Then: are those e,·en in our 
enlightened land that are i~rnorant enougb to belie,·e that all that 
has bc:cn done has been a failure. \\"c will look for a n10111ent. 

Thirt~· years ago there: sprang up a little band of ten1percU1l·e 
nu~n. and ,~:illed theruseh·es the \\" a~bin).rtonians. They were 
pers~uted. t."gg~l. ntohb~. and callt.-d e\·er~·thin~ but gc:ntle
nic~n. The~- then beca1ne a st_-eret or~raniz:atinn and called then1-
sel\"c:s the Sons of Ten1peranc~. and suffert..J lt."'$S persecution 
fnnu the ath·ocates of akohol. Then n,sc up the so 111urb d<..._ 
:-pis~ Crusaders. who ba,·e home the burden and heat of the 
day, and lifted their fctuinine \"oict..~ tu < ;od to assist the1n in 1,ut
tin~ dtn\"n this n1on~ter e\"iL \\.hn ,\·ill d:tre to ~-i,· th:at God ha§ 



not answered their prayers? Ha\"'e there not multiplied thou
sands of strong arm~ men laid to their helping hand "ithin the 
last few- months? 

l[urphic:s, }·ou are her~ to-night n1:1.nagin;.{ thi:. n1eeting. not as 
. a religious body, but as an organization pledging yoursel\"'e; to 
use your inllucnce to put do~n intemper.incc in our midsL To 
you we look. for you we pray. that God ";11 help you in thi~ 
mighty work of reform.·· 

()n another occa-;ion be \\·rote the follo\\·ing near the 
~n1c tin1c. ,,·hich \\·a~ published i11 the county paper~: 

··1-·or publication if yous~ proper. 
Fron1 Jac-kson Town~bi1,. 

The people out here in \\. ells Co. arc: jubilant o\·c:r the: far111-
ers' call for ref om1.. \\" e expt.'1"t to re~pond h"'-anily to the rall 
fron1 \\. ells Co. in :sending our deh.·~atc.-s to mt-et in m."lss ron\"cn
tion at Indianapolis on the 10th of June nc:xt. for the pu~e of 
casting in their mites in the erection of a platform upon which 
all the honest. toiling ~ns of Ind. 01..,.y stc:1, ·and rest their: \\"Ca

ried limbs. Keep it before the 1 .. eople that the ~ucc~ of this 
great and grand movement depend$ upon the entire esclusion of 
any wire working party managers or self seeking dema~oguc:-. 
·rhe politician b~ but one prayer. That is: -0 l.ord help me to 
get o,·er the fence in time •·hen the patties shift:·· 

The follo\\·ing is also taken fron1 one of his public 
talks in that countv: .. 

-'·fhere is no e\·il that Jives so bro.-..d in dc:,·astation as that c,f 
intemper.mcc: no c:\"il that preys on the innocent and defencele;s 
part of the comauunit~- so much: no e\·il so contaminating in its 
influence. Dn1nkenness is a crin1e. The word of God settl~ 
this •• .\nyone ptttting the bottle to his neighhor"s lips is accursc~d. 
l \,·ould lo\·e to kindle your prejudice a~rainst the acC'ur.-c:d stuff. 
if it is not alread~- kindlt.ad. and if so. to strengthen iL · .-\11 you 
have to do is to think of the wrc:cks on either ~ide of the stream 
of death. of the suicide~. the insanity. of tht: i,o\"erty, the: de
struction, of the little children at the breasts of tht:ir Wl-:Cping 
;tnd d~pairing n1otheni. :L~kin~ for bread. while the father is· 
struggling with ium~inary seq,~nts. pn,dun:d hy the de,·ilish 
thing. I ant nu philo~ophc:r: I ant no orator: I ant a plain. blunt 
111an. but I b:u.·e ~~en enou;{h to knuw that if the <"ause he: rc-
1110,·al the eff«t will also he dc:stn,yed."" 

l)urincr the \\·ar he bc:<ran 111akintr 1>rcparatinns for a h :,,. rir 

{nunc: house just in front uf the log cabin. In this ho\\"-
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e\"·er completion \\·a." delayed for t\\·o or three years on 
account of the \\·ar. :\II of the timber for the frame 

I 

of the building he \\·orkcd out hin1self. Cut. hc\\·cd and 
split it out of the \\·oods. This included the sills. sleep
ers, rafters. juice. etc. "'fhc shingles he n1adc of oak. 
sha~cd \\·ith an old fashioned dra,\·ing knife. The lun1-
bcr and finishing n1atcrial for the house \\9a.-; 111ade fron1 
logs he cut and hauled to tbc sa.\\· rnill. Tbe lun1bcr 
\\cL'i seasoned af tcr he took it home. The carpenter 
,vork \\·a.-; first lcf t to 1\o,,·cn "'fharp. a carpenter and a 
t:. It preacher. lie ,,·a-; con1pcllcd to gi\·c up the con
tract after beginning the \\"ork. on account of the \\·ar 
and sickn<.~s. The contract \\·a.-; then let to JoscJ>h Co
rey·. \\·bo wa" drafted. and suddenly called away. just as 
he ,vas completing the inside \\·ork.. Gal\·in Kilandcr 
,,a~ next employed and finished the carpenter ,vork. 
and old Hilly.:\. Sn1ith a U. H. preacher. did the J>la...
tcring. Thi~ is a large. commodious. substantially b!Jilt 
frame building \\"ith six larc~rc rooms. a hall and a porch. 
It still stands on the place \\·ith no changes cxCCJ>t it 
has since had a nc\\· roof. In the little he\\·cd log cab
in \\·ere bor·n to the111. ~ix children. ,·iz: Raebel ll.. 
\Villian1 G .• Robert ()_\~ .• John B .• ..,;,\sahcl C. and Janics 
ll. They 1110\.·ccJ into their ne\\· building about 186..; or 
65. In this house another child \\·as born. \·iz: llorton .. 
The log h~usc stood and \\·as used for a sutnmcr and 

· \\"Ca\·c house for sc,·cral ,·cars. and \\·as finall,· aban-. .. 
doned and torn do,\·n in the year • i.5 or · j6. The old 
log barn still stands on the place. They had toiled long 
and bard. "·orkcd earl,· an<l late for n1an,· ,·cars. econ-

• • • 
on1izing and dcnyin~ tbcn1sel\·es of the plcasurc...-s aitd 
son1e of the cornforts of life:. until. in all the\· had . 
bought and paid for 2-10 acres of land and had about 
70 acres of it under fence and in good culti\·ation. 
l\I uch of the soil had been tlraint:d b\· ,,·hat is kno,\·n . 
as blind ditches. in order to carry off the ,,·atcr during 
\\"<;t sca.-ients. so that crops could be raised. 1"hc orcha.nl 
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and garden shrubbery \\"'ere in good bearing condition. 
and plenty of fruit and berries were raised e\·el)· year. 
They also had a good deal of stock: horst..-s. cattle. hogs 
and sheep .• ~nd were altogether con1fortably fixed for. 
farmers. In the year 1873. ther began making prepa
rations to buy property· in some small to\,·n. mo\·e there 
and spend the balance of their li,·es where they would 
not ha,·e so much hard \\·ork, and ,,·here the,· could sec -
and enjoy more. and be more useful in helping others .. 
Up to tbis ~ime all the children \\·ere living, and the t\,·o 
oldc..-st had rccei\·ed two or three tcrn1s of schooling 
a,\·av from home. Both had attended one ter111 of a -graded school conducted b}· :\like Frash at 1-lanford 
cit)·. and the \\"riter had attended a term at llontpelier 
and one at Ridgeville. Ind. They· had educated then1 
for teachers and they ,,·ere both no,\" teaching.. .-\t this 
time the children \\·ere all at home but the writer \\·ho 
•·as teaching at \\"illo,\" Springs. Douglass count)". Ka~. 
\Vhile there in a letter dated Jan. 1Sj4 father tells me of 
his intention to farm onlv one more: ,·ear. then he in-.. .. 
tended to gi,:e his children the first chance to handle 
the farm. and property on it: says he may go into a 
grange store at Hartford or llontpclier. He speaks in 
that letter of the prosperity of the grange. to ,,,hich 
he ,,·as ,·cry mucb attached. I-le speaks of his business 
affairs. of his intention to purchase property in to,\·n 
a-nd tells ho,,· ntuch monc,· he no,\· has out at interest • .. 
but sa,·s: ··This is kno,,·n to no one but n1vsclf and . -
famih·.'· He savs: .. I ha\·e al\\·a,·s found that the n1an .. .. .. 
\\·ho succeeds best. is the one \\·ho keeps his business 
tl! hitnself.'' He closes that letter by saying: •• Ren1cn1- • 
her he that \\·ould do \\·ell. 1nust li\·e \\·ell. Honor God . 
and he ,,·ill honor you.·• I shall no\\· copy some: of his 
letters \\·ritten to 111c. 1·his is done in ord~r to keep bc
f ore the readt:r as n1uch as possible the trend of his 
n1ind and actions. Perhaps in no other ,,·ay can this 

- he as \\·ell st.'Cn and rc:callecl. as from his o\\·n lt·tters. 



The first one I copy was written to me in Kan.c.as. about 
one month before the one referred to above. It i~ this: 

Xov. 2.1, 18;.~ 
"\\' ell, \Villiam, we were glad to hear of your whereabouts, 

good health and well doing. Hope you "'ill succeed in life and 
becom~ useful. honorable and good. The only way to attain to 
these ends is to do right yourself. and tum a cold shoulder to e,.r .. 

erything that is wrong or immoral.. lty oarn health is poor. I 
have the chills half the tin1e.. \\"' e hatre got about two-thirds of 
our com gathered. I ha\·e only been feeding the hogs about u,·o 
weeks. 1 turned them out and Jet them take the ma~t after I fed 
out the old corn. The price of hogs run dou·n as low a.'i $2.50. 
but are on the advance now: worth S.3-30- I want to feed ours 
about 3 weeks yet. \\·e hatrc 28 head to sell: they are a nice lot 
of bogs.. I butchered the rc..rd cow and peddled her out: she came 
to about s.io. I hauled the sta1res you made and sold them at s1; 
a thousand. Out of 500 they threw out 8:? staves. They run do•·n 
as low as sr.i, and thq· ha,:e quit buying. \Ve have not threshed 
the clover seed yet. \\"'e ha,;e the ham shed and tloor packed full. 
Charlie ba."' got well and we are using him. He is at least one
fourth heavier than v.-ben you left. \\"rite often and tell me all 
about the country. Your Father. 

Joas At.EX.\Sl>Rk.-

ln bis next letter he speaks ()f his preparation to 
n1ove to Hartford Cit,· . • 

lit' DEAR Sos: 
.-\ccording to pn:vious prontiscs I •iii try to write do\m all 

that I think v.·ill be of interest to you no"·· Our health is good. 
except your motber·s. She has not been stout all •·inter and 
spring. lty own hc-a1th has impro\·ed ever since last fall, till I 
am DO\\" almost as stout as I e\·er was. The last time I \\"aS 

weighed, I weighed 187 i,ound~. 1 have attended grange meet
ing once, and ~0111t:timcs twice e\·ery ,,·eek. since the 1st of Dec. 
last. It has made a great change in our neighborhood e\"erywa~-
\Ve hc,.,·e had a long disagret.":tble \\·inter. It rained on until th~ 
1st of )larch. and ha~ ht!t!11 \-e~· dry :tnd cold el"er since. until 
within a fe\\· days. when it h:i~ turned vt:ry wam1 and nic.·c:. \\. t: 
con1n1enced to fet.-d our stock about the middlt:" of October. and 
have ft.-d them e,·er since. or until a fc\\" days ago. Our ha.y is all 
i,.rone and the com nearly: about too bushels left. \Ve \,intered 
all the stock through without losing an:!>· but two shoats. Our 
stCK."'k i~ in ht-tte-r cn11ditinn than u!lual. esC""ept some nf the cattle-. 
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\\·e have I young calf, S lanll►.; and 1; pigs. \\·c h.'"l\·c bad all 
our ploughing done for t\\"O \\9eeks, h.,xc: planted i ac~. ha,·e 10 

more crossed off one ,vay, ,,·ill fini:1h it in two da~·~. \\.care put
ting out 1; acn.~ of com, so,vt.ad .1, of oat~ a month aJ,:o: they look 
well. \\"'ill SO\\"' one a.ere of buckwheat. \\"' e clear'--d about one 
acre of new ground. < )ur wheat looks as \\·ell as ever I saw it. 
Yours is nearly all frozen out \\·c:- cut tl~e ~talks off of it in 
llarch. I don·t think it will make more th:ln :t h;df crop. Hut tbi:. 
is the case all o\·c:r the C'ountry. Sc>nl~ tidd:. ar-: hdn;.: p!ought..-d 
up. ()ur clo~er is badly frozen. ( sowc..•d all of the ,,·hc..-at ,:round 
in clover this sprin~. I h:u,·c bought Bill Purdue·s shar~ of the 
reaping niar.hine for ~52. I went to Jan1es \\·au,:h·s nun.cry and 
got 20 apple trc'--s and tilled out the: or,·harc.1 and set out t11:,t lit
tle patch b:1ck of the! old garden. Our ord1;1rd \\·ill b~ \·cry f 1111 
this year. peach trees and all. \\"' di, I told yc,u in 111~· last let
ter th.·n I had just cl~·d a «-ontrn<"t for three acrt."S of land in 
I lardford. and ~ I had. \\"h~n it came: t<> lk.· sur\"n·ed th~re .. 
''"'as 3 acres and IS rods. It cost 111e ~3 cas~. There: had bt."t:n 
a mort~rage on it for a long tilnc:. and the 1nan offered it ~cry 
l()W' for cash. tf> keep th.: n1onga;.:c fro111 bci111.: clo~ed. h is 
nicely situated. .\ part of it is the highest ground inside of 
the corporation. I did not bu)· it te> sp..:culate on. but for 111y 

own u~ and that of m~· childn:n •• L ... I could not h;n·e macle a 
better in,·~ment. lly intention is to put c,ut a n11rscn· on it 
next ~pring. \\. e expect to mo"·e ·then: this fall and rent the 
fam1 stock and all that is necc:ss:1n· to earn· on tht: far111. so as . .. 
to n1ake it protitablc both to n1y:-elf and the renter, by gh·ing a 
per cent of all that i~ niade and solti on the forn,. I shall \\"ant 
tbe boy~ that are under age to ""·ork 1110:-t of the ti111e on the 
fann, ~•1~ng as th~~- do right and 1nake it to their intc:n:s: to do 
so. Xo\\". as \"OU :ind Rachel are the onh· two of lll\" childr-:n . . . 
that I (·an 1uakc any lc~al t·ontr~u·t with. , bt.·ing tlu.- on1y t\\·o of 
age, you can h;n·e the tin;t n"fU~tl. and at a bigger p~r cent than 
a stranger can get, if ynt1 do ri~ht. Ra<"'hcl is anxiou~ to try it. 
Yoti c:1n 111:ikc up your n1ind :ind l~t us know in tin•~ tn umke 
other arrJ.ngen1~nt~ if you do nut want it. 

~ow 1 think I han~ writtl·n all that yuu car~ about knrn,\·in~ •. 
and ntav-bc 111urc tuu; hut l ha\·c done as l tulll ,·ou l would in . - -
the unset. \\" rite: uftcn. 

YnrK F . .\l'HEK:· 

Soon after, I n:turnl.·d honu:: in <)ct. 18; ➔• to takl.· 
charge nf the place. . \nd just as they \\·ere about to 

1110\·c to I lartfonl the \\·bolt.· fan1ih· \\"cL~ taken do\\"tl une -



by one \\·ith the typhoid f~,·t..-r. T.his \\·a~ a· winter of 
trial and affliction in their family ... A.II cxccpt.th~motb
er and youngest. \\·cnt through a se\·crc and c~tcnded 
spell of sickness. :\JI \\cL'i done that clc\~L-r:and.gcner
ous neighbors and the doctor could do·to a. .. sist ·in a 
time of trouble and misfortune. ]iut on :Dec .. t:?. death 
entered the hon1c and took a\,·a,· thc:third .cbilcl.~Rof,--
c..-rt. JI c ,,·a'i then 20 }·cars of age, ne\·er had had· n1ucb 
sickn~s and ,,·as the strongest and n10!tt -~eel of the 
children. \Yith hin1 the attack w-as quite ~(.-vcrc·and 
his sicknc..-ss lasted just 21 days. This u·as ·thc·first·ti111c 
death had c\·cr ~ntcred this home, -and it \\"as a·sa-erc 
and la.~ting affliction. The b.r"llancc all ·rccovcrcd;though 
the disease lingered on ~,·eral of ·the ·famil)· until 
spring. ..:\nd it \\·a~ not until llarch 12. •f8r5.·that·the 
mo\·c to I lartford \\·a.~ made. lt u·a~ then \\·ith ·son1c 

reluctance and ~ore disappointment that ·they \\·cnt at 
all. The death in the family had dt.~trorcd his j>l~n~. 
a..4C the three oldc~t \\"ere to remain cm the .farm. 1:low
C\·er the m,>\·c \\cl~ made. and Rachel, ·mwclf and ~~--he) remaint~d on the place. and took char.gc of ·the 
propcrt)· there and fannt.•d for about one year anti a 
half. \\"hen \\"C decided to gh·c it up and return to-school. 
From that tin1e. since. the: farm has hc:en lcasc..-d to dif
ferent persons. .:\ftcr they became settled in Hartford 
he began preparing his fh·c acre tract of land ·there·for 

· a nursery. The location is in the sotrth\\·t.-stcrn part of 
tbe citr. ~\t that ti111c the land "·a~ unimpro,·ed. In 
the course" of t\\·o ctr thrL"C vc:ars he had a ·fine lc,t of 

• 
young trees. plants and shrubbery. He .had establr.;hcd 
th~ business kno\\"11 since tht:n as the f~artfo·rd Cit\· . 
X ursery. ,,·hich he contiruu~d to in1pr,n·c and control 
a-; lung a.~ ht.• li,·t'd. l I~ t$tablishc,i there a prnspcr
ous and gro\\·ing busin1.-ss. In this he -d~1>la.red his 
usual inc.lu~try. l~ntcrprisl" and pron1ptnt.~~ .. .lie \\·ork~d 
bard. t·arl,· and la.tc. fur the succL~s of his busine,~: -
and hl·fnrl· his death the: plact" hl·;..ran to pn-st~nt an ap-
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pearance of attractiveness and ~~utr. This useful 
enterprise, built up by bim in these fC\\· years, included 
not onl\· all kinds of fruit trees, but also the choicest -varieties of vines, ornamental trees. and sn1all fruits. 
It was patroniT..ed far and D(..~r. 

:From the beginning of his life in I lartford be was a 
more attcnti\"e student of the bible. The,· both bcca1nc -
at once identified W'ith the ll. E. church at that place. 
to v:hich the,· ,,·ere closcl,· attached. .:\bout this titnc - -a nC\\· cburch \\·as built. and to it he \\"as one of the 
hea\·iest contributors. lie at once took an active part 
in the work of the Sundav school. and nc,·cr n1isscd an -opportunity to .exprc~s himscl f or exert his influence 
in favor of the cau~ of temperance. I le bclit.~·cd and 
taught that a Christian life u·as ~,-c all things the 
most e5....;ential. and nothing ga,·c hiln more real plca-;
ure than to be able to say or do something that \\"c>uld 
mould true Christian principle:~ in the lh·cs of othc.rs. 
espccialh· ,·oun<r men. lie \\'as a plain out-spoken • • z,. • 

man, a great talker. and used good language. lie had 
natural gifts and po,,·crs for public speaking. and in 
that \\"as forcible. emphatic and to the point. \Vhcn 
he participated in this ,,·ay it \\·as \\·hen his \\·hole soul 
\\·a~ in it. and he ,vould cut and sba,·e ~·crv closcl\· - -,\"hen the case demanded it. I-le \\·ould not dodge the 
tr~th for anrone·s feeling:;. but \\·ould con1e square to 
.the issue, face to face. and accept n~>. C<?t11pro1nisc as 
bctw·een right and "·rong.. He "·ould speak his senti
ment~· and con\·ictions boldh· and di:;tinctl\", and no - . 
n1atter \\·ho it hit.. He ,vould oftt:n sa,·: .. If the shoe • 
fits, \\·car it..'' 

\Vhen he arose to ~peak c,·cry one knc\\. he \\·ould 
not screen any guilty one. I le ,,·oul<l say: "He sure you 
arc right then go ahead... It is said by those ,,·ho were 
prl.-scnt at the la~t public n1ct:ti11g he attended in I lart
ford. a fc,,· \\·eeks before his death. that he nc,·cr \\·as 
so elot1ucnt and carnl.~t a.-; he \\·a.~ in \\·hat he said on 
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that occasion and that he never enjoyed a meeting bet
ter. He \\clS \\"hat might be called an off hand speak
er, as he ne\·er read nor committed \\"hat he had to say. 
But he always studied up his subject. and often.in pre
paring for a talk \\"ould make notes and write do,,·n the 
princii:al thoughts of his talk. Some of these sketches 
have been presen·ed.. Belo\\" I gi,·e a synopsis as he 
.wrote it. of one of hi'i speeches made at one time to the: 
Sundav school at Harttord. -

.,I am going to talk to the Sunday school boys. and girls.. That 
is a good name, Sunday school boys and girls. Hold on to the 
good name:, never let go.. Xow "·hat does it take to constitute boys 
and girls gentlen1en and ladies? Good beha\"iorand true Christian 
piety .. :Se\"c:r swear boys, it is mean to &\\·ear. A boy of high mor
al standing. would almost as soon be caught stealing sheep a.~ to 
be h«:ard swearing. It is vulgar and altogether too low for a good 
boy. It is co\\·ardly, because: it impli.:s a fear of not being be
lieved or ot>e,,·ed. It is ungentleoianly •• .\. gentleman,accordingto 
Webster is a gented man. well bred. refined and "';11 not s•·ear. 
Swearing is indc..-cent, offensh·e to delicacy and extren1el~· unfit 
for human ears. It is foolish. \\" ant of decency is \\"allt of sen~. 
S•·earing is abush·c: to the mind "·hich conceh·es the oath and to 
the tongue which utters it. and to the person at wbotn it is aimed ... 

He \\"as ah,·ays a republican and rer11ained trl!e to the 
old principles ot that part}·. but of late years he con
demned the corruption practiced in the leading parties 
and identified hin1self \\"ith the party of temperance 
and reform. He \\·as a strong prohibitionist and \\·orkec.l 

· hard for its success. He \\"as bitter against the saloons. 
zealous in the progress of tc:mpt:rancc and had great 
confidence of its success. I print hc:rc sonic nott:s he 
has n1ade prepardtory to a talk he made at Hartford 
City on this subject: al~o a part of the speech as ht: has 
left it writt~n. ·rhis \\·as dpring tht! can1paign of 1884. 

•·Is it true that :tkohol is king? Uo~ he: c:lc:c.·t our officers? 
I>oc::; he rule our bu~inc:s~ 111en? l>oes h~ resp~t the Lurer~ da~·? 
Uoes h~ ~pect our placc:s of \\"orship? I >oes he hel1• the poor 
and n~y? l>oc.-s he: in1puse unjust taxation upon us? Does he
till our court~ with rrin1inal~? I>,~ he se-nd our dtizen-. tn thl· 



house of correction, poor house and state prison? Does he bring 
peace, happiness and prosperity to the familk~ he visits? Or 
does he bring po\·cny, mi~eey an<l woe? La.--t. but not least, 
does he not violate every la.,\· of the land and then defy the law? 
It has ruined n1illion~. socially. morally and linancially. and ha:; 
plunged their souls into hopeless etemit}· • .-\nd to-day ifs march
ing its millions in the ,·ery !!:tme channel. down to a. premature 
gra\"'e. lloderate drnm drinkers, I \\"Ould say to you that you 
cannot n..'lliain in that condition Ion;:. You 1nust soon become a 
teetotaler or a drunkard. ..\nd ren1t.'fflber. the m."ln that becomet 
intoxicated losc:s the entire control of his reasoning faC'ultit.~. and 
consequently i$ ready to commit any crin1e that e\"en a de
mon would dare to do. In hundrc:ds of casl-s has murd\..-red the 
innocent OR\."S of his own family. thos.! whon1 he lo\"'OO d"-arest 
on earth: and then as his rea~on bcg"ins to n:tum he hccon1'-~ 
horror stricken at the horrible d~t:d he: h."lS committed. and for 
fear of the p~nalty of the law he then commi:s suicide. and plung
es his sin st."lined soul into hop~les~ etemit~-:· 

"'fhc Re,·. X. Gillan1. a llcthodist n1inistcr at -llan
ford for se,·cral years. \\·ho left there in tbc spring of 
'83. \\"'a~ one of his true and tried friends. Tbcir fri_cnd
ship and intimacy "·as ,·cry close and continued so aft
er the minister's lca,·e from 1-1 artford. as the follo\\·ing 
letters den1on~tratc. The Re,·. Gillam still Ii\·es at 
Richn1ond. Ind. I le is an able n1inistcr in high stand
ing. He is one of the closest students of the bible and 
is \\9cll inforn1ed gencrd.lly. I-le is a n1an of broad judg
n1cnt and is uni\"crsally bclo,·ed for his uprightness and 
true Christian character . ..-\ftcr his l~:a\"c fron1 11artford 
they carried on a correspondence. an<l I here copy parts 
of sc\·eral of the Re\·. <.iillan1·s letters. \,·hich sho\\" sotnc
thing of the character of their relations \\"ith eac)J oth
er and their \\·ork together. I begin \\"ith the first of 
his letters that I ha,·l·. . 

R1r-1u1nsu. lsu .. July 23. 1883. 
l>F.AR Han . .Ar.r::X.\Sl>l-:R: 

I have ln:cn thinking of writing tu ~·ou fur sonte tin1~. but 
ha,·e ht~n ,·cry husy fixing our hous~. building- &r. l took cold 
before we l~ft there:. was quite hoarse. as ~-ou re1nember. the la.c;t 
Sabb&tth \\"e were there. and esp~'Ciall y ~abbath night. \\"ht:n we 
h..._d that lar-::e , .. rn\\·tl: that nearl~- us;.--d n1~ up: and ~till I was 



grc:atli· delighted to have such a pl~.usant and happy closing up; 
never had ,>ne n1ore so. \\.bile '"e are trying to tix up a tempo
rc1.ry ho1ne here for a few· days we are not forgetting to prepare 
for fJUr hc:tter and eternal home abo\"e, ,~here 1 hopt: we ~hall 
meet after a "·bile:. and ne\"er part as we ha\·e to do hc:rc. I 
1>rai~.: God that he put it into our hearL"i to comnit.-nce that last 
protractal m~ting there before conference. and for its hap[)Y re
sults: for the nu111ber that can1e into the c-hurcb: and for the 
manner in which the meeting wa:s conducted. <;lad to hQr that 
the young peo1,le are taking ~ 1nuch inter~t in the: churcb. You 
ren1e111her how often I prcachc.-d to the young men there of Sun
day e\"enin~~: more. l believe, than I c,·er did in any <9bargc I 
ha\·e C\"er been in. I don·t know wb~·- l often told thc...i1 how the 
voun•r nit.an in lar•"cr tow11s \\·ere laborin•r in the Youn•" :\len"s 
• ft ft 19 "'-

('bristian asSO<"iatiun. for the ~lh·ati()II of ~uls: holding nu.'"t.~-
ings in town and in the country for that 1,ur1)()Se. Little did I 
think tbat ~> ~oon they would ha,·~ ~uch an organiza:ion in Hart
fc,rd. 

I feel of cours~ a little lonely. hcin~ out·or the r~lar work, 
n1y life work. the 1\'ork whkh I lc,\"e so mu,b. to •·hic:h I ba,·e 
,Kiven my ph~·si("'al. intc.-llectual and moral strength. llut all these 
hav~ bet...- •gi\"en 1nost cheerfully. "·illin,:ly. gladly and thank.ful
ly. Had I a thousand lh.·es to :o-pend I would n1ost gladly spend 
them all in th.u •·.L,·. Prais~ the l..ord. t> m,· ~NII. and aU that i~ . . 
"·ithin 1ne pr.us~ his holy nan1c:. 

l.o,·e to all. \\" ritc SCN>D and tc:11 all :alN,ut the church. 
:S. Gn.J •. \ll.". 

··Rtl'"JUIOSI>. b~1, .• .:\priJ 16, 183..i. 
l>EAk Hao . .:\Lt:X.o\Sl.>l■:k: 

\\-c: had not time to call and sec ~-ou as we returnt.~ f ro111 
C'onf.:n:ncc:: there was but little: time betwt'en trains. \\'" e had a 
nic:e conference, 1,leasant wc!atlu:r after the ti~t day. The: cl1un·h 
here has settlc:<l down into deep pict~· with little or no f:1natids111. 
1 la\'e heard the \\"onl sanctifit•ation n.i111t"d httt fc"" titnes since 
we c.:an1c ht."rc: but det>p. rc:~rtdar, consi:,,,tt.·nt t:-xperien,·e. How 
refrt=Shing to c:njoy such ,neetings: A sister ,,·.L..; hl"re tht" othl'r 
day \\·ho has proft."'SSL""<l it. She said the doctrine has been brought 
into ~r~at di~rt.·pute hl·r~ by tht." had conduct of those who i,ru
ft.oss it. The pc.·ol'lc S:lY it don·t hear the: right kind of fn1it. lt:i 
fruit st.-eEn:,,, to he n~~- n1uc:h alike e\"t."l"Y"·here: that is the fanat
ics. As it has pas~-d :u,·ar here so l hope it will then: after a 
while. I hope ~-ou. Bro. < ;.tblc and du: other brethren will ne\·er 
:tlluw sud1 1111:n a~ Reber and t ;u~st."tt tu hold 1ncctin~s in tht• 
c·hun·h. lt is dis~r:u·eful :ind l011·ers the char.1.rter of tbc rhun·b. 



BlfJUJt .. -11'111·. 

I am so glad that the Lord enabled m~ to hold a steady hand 
while I was in that charge; for I consider, after time to look over 
the whole ground. tbat the period of n1y stay there \\-as the cri!'is 
in the history of that charge. .And I praise liod that he ~ra\"e us 
the seal of his api,roval. by favoring us with increa...;ing prosp::r
to the last, notwithstanding the strong 01)position; and 1 an1 glad 
that prosperity still attends your efforts. llay it c-ontinue until 
the people are saved and the chal'g'e becomes stron,:. \Ve feel 
deep interest in the charge, and are anxious to hear all we can 
from iL I look back to n1y st.~y and work at Hartford '""ith J,'Teat 
pleasure. Sorry we failed ts see Rachel. ( ;ive our !ipecial re
gards to her and the other children. I enjoyed the meeting that 
night very much: felt that the Lord wa.,;; with us. Some one ~d 
76 spoke in lc..-s."i than 20 minutes. \\"' as glad to hear them. 

Plea.~ •-rite soon and tell us e,·erything. ReJ,_-rards to C\"ery-
bod'\". Tolerahlv well. \"'ours tnllv, . . . 

S'. (iJJ..I .. AM." 

In a long letter. \\·rittcn Xo\·. g. 1886. he speaks of 
his "·ork at Richmond. his success. health etc.. and 
closes it with the follo\\·ing: 

·'0 bow I would love 10 drop in and ha,·e a he-c1.rty shake band~ 
with vou and the famih·, break bread :ind h."lve an hour·s t.-alk as . . 
in the days of other years. \\" e can s."ly so little in a letter. and 
yet it affords some satisfaction. 1 cannot fo""'rct Hartford. !\ly 
experience there: ""as rather p~uliar, and ~1nehow I feel a dc=c=p
er interest in the charge there than an~· cla."lrge I hav~ be~n in. 
and I have great anxietv for its prosperit)·. Hoi,.: your new 
preacher is succeeding well. Our rec..,rards to C\"'Cl'}"body. AU 
well. \·ours tnd)·, 

'-.· ,. .. 
.,. di.I.A~. 

• Tliis is bis last letter to Father. \\·rittcn le~ than 
tbrc:e months befor~ his death: 

"Ru·H11osu. lsu .• Jan. 13- 1886. 
DEAit Bk.u. ALEXASDER: 

I intc:ndc:d to write you the tirst o( the ~·ear. but ha,·ing been. 
away from honu; about that tirne. I neglc:cted it. 1 b~~an thi~ 
year witb a ~trong dc:sirc to think more: of l:hri~t. of the rross 
and gospel ~h·atiun th:1n c,:er befc>:-c. I an1 now in my s~\·cnt}·
•econd ,·e-.Lr. and of course nn· da,·s are nearlv nun1ben:d. l au1 . . . . 
anxious tu live so near the cro:i..-;. and h:n·e such constant. abiding 
faith in Christ that all undue r:in: and anxiety and the fear of 
death shall h~ ren1n,·ed. that I ni."l.y h~ able to say •ith the 1tnet: 



BlOGli.-lPHl .... 

••Come welco,ne death, thou end of fear:;, I am prepared to go:• 
St.. Paul says: ··God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of 
the Lord Jesus <.:hrisL~ Sonae glory in wealth. others in fame, in 
lea.ming, in fashion, in stren1,rth, but Paul gloried in the cross. He 
\\"as not only \\illing to bear the cross, but gloried in iL I fear 
there are some who bear the cross occasionally that do not glory 
1n it. They do it rather from a sense of duty, and because the 
church exp~ts. and requires it of them, and not because they de
light in iL This is an unpleasant an unhappy way to Ii,·e. There 
is a much bc:tter way to li\"e as you kno""·· You kno.- I do not. 
boast of myself, of n1y own goodness. or righteousness, and ) et I 
u--a.nt to say to you in this letter that I c-..an, most heanily join the 
Apostle in :,i."lying- that l do glory in the cross of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. I delight in the 1,r:iyer meeting. cL"L"S rnec..~ng, lo\"e feast. 
1•r'-"aChin,: scr\"icc, Sunday school, sacran1cnt, ba1)tism, fa1nily 
Jtrayer and close..~ de\"otion. I ha\"e no doubt but v.·hat ~-ou can 
join me in all of tbc."Sc stat~rnents. I>ear Bro. I ha,·e "·ritten this 
n1orning as I feel; if I don·t interc=st you let me know and I will 
write differently next tinle!. I think a littl~ of passing that 11-ay as 
I go to conference, but it is not likely. 

1 am still fillinJ: Ill)" cbargc. ~ext Saturda)· and Sunda)· \\"ill be 
our last quarterly n1cc:ting. I will be alone and ,ri:;h you could be 
"·ith me, think )"OU could help me very n1uch. Ho"· is the church 
prospering? lloes RaC'lu:rs health hold up? The Lord bless you 
all. \\' e are all toh:r.ibh· "·ell. Yours tnah·, . . 

s. GILL.All:· 

During Father's life in liartford he ,,·as a 111c111bcr 

of the church official board, a class lt.•adcr. assistant 
Sunday schoel supc..~intcndcnt. and teacher. atlcl \\"a:i 
licensed to exhort. In hi~ attendance and duties in 
t~is \\·ork no one \\·as n1orc pro111pt and regular. I-le 
\\·oultl be at his post. no n1attcr ho,,· ·disagrl.~able the 
\\·eathcr. \\"as. If he \\"as c\·cr absent it \\·as caused fro111 
sickness at home. l n that case he ,,·oulc.l try to per
suade son1c one to go. and \\·as sure to send his \\·eekl}· 
contribution if h~ could find anyone going. 

I no\,. print a 1nn11bcr of his letters \\"rittcn to n1c 
after the,· 1110\·cd to l lartforc.1. This is to enable us tu 

• 
follo,\· clo:.clr his life. hr ha\·ing before u~ his o,,·n 
,,·ords. ,~hich ah,·ays described clearly the thoughts 
and action:; that \\·ere abo,·c all otb<.."TS. From bis let-



1,4.? JllUUJt.-1 I'll 1·. 

ters \Ve learn \\·here his mind and heart ,,·ere and what 
bis hands \\·ere doing. ll y absence from home \\"a-; 
almost continuous during his entire Iif e in Hartford. 
The balance of the family \\·ere at bon1c or nt.-ar there 
most of the time. So his corrcspondl.~cc \\·ith me \\·as 
fuller and more extended. and consec1ucntly lca\''l.-s 
more to· us from '""hich \\·e ma\· vet learn- <>f him and - -
by \\·hich \\"C rcmcmhcr him better.. His letters. a.-; will 
be noticed. arc usually brief and tc• the 1>oint.. I le 
would often \\"rite onl\· a pac"c and send it \\"ith a letter - ~ 
from some other one of the fan1ilr. Thl.-sc arc all pre-
served and arc no,v higel}· prized. I print only such 
letters and pans a-. n1a}~ be of intc.·rcst to others no\\·. 
I take first fron1 one ,vrittcn Sept. 6. IXjj. t,,·o and one 
half years after his rcmo\"al to 1-lartford. J t \\"as writ
ten to me at Kalamazoo. l\lich .• \\"bile cn~agcd in sell
ing a book. ·•The Royal Path of I .. if c ... 
.. DEAR So~: 

I will finish up the letter. first by thanking you for the hand
some present you sent me. I \\"ould not take s;.00 for tbe book. 
·rhink it one of the best I e,·er rc:,d. and •·ill recommend it to 
others. I ba,·e just got home from the farm. I SO\\"ed that •·est 
field in wheat ''"hile I ,,·as there. ~~,·er put wheat in in better 
order in niy life. ..\Sc"lhel had the tield in good order for sowing 
when I \\"eDL ll is com has co1ne out and •·ill make a half cro1,. 
Ben Banter has rented another plat~ and '11.tnt~ to leave mine 
this fall: don"t kno\\" "·ho I can get on it yeL I think son1e or 
getting somebody to keep house for the bo~·s and attending it 

· ourseh·es. Benny and Asah&:1 will work at getting out tin1bcr a 
few weeks no\\· to get thcn1 scnne dothes. Jim will go to work in 
Harbs factory next llonday. at 50 cts. a da~· for a few weeks. and 
then be and llortou will start to school. Jin1 has mon~y enough 
to get his clothes. He ~amed it hin1sclf. He is a ,re~· an1bitious 
boy and will 111ak~ his wa~· through the world. if I can onl~- keep 
him front fallin~ into bad con1pany for :l f~w ye:1rs lon~~r. Hen
ny is a good. ohL"<iicnt boy. I will pay your tax this fall. I bopt: 
you are a good hoy and honoring God. \\" rite oft~n. 

YnrR FATHF.K."
0 

The next lcttc:r I copy \\~L-; \\"rittcn \\·hilc I \\"a." at Ft. 
\rayuc college. 



"HARTFORU Ctn-, llarch 3, 1879-
llv DE .. ~R Sox: • 

I receh·ed ,·our letter of the 18th ultimo., noted its contents. 
· I am alwavs to "read a letter from anv of mv children. · li ,. ansi-. - . . 
etv for your w~ll b.:ing. both soul and body.is all the same. \\.hen 
vou •·ere 1~ \"ears old I often looked over m,· fi\"'e little bovs and . - . -
asked God to so help n1e to train them that they might become 
good and uscf ul n1en in the "·orld. and be an honor to their par
ents. The great pnde of my life has been in the v-elfare of my 
children. both spiritual and te111poral. To this end. have gone 
through thick and thin. until I an1 now growing old and my days 
well nigh sp~nt. \\.hen I glance _back over mv life I see many 
n1istake~ that I h:u·e made: but they were 1nistakes. and not wil- · 
full)· perpetrated to bring trouble and :;orro\\" to n1y family. 

1 am glad that I can say with a clear. steady hand that I know 
that I ha,·e access "·ith c ;0<1 and that he is nay refuge in all times 
of trouble. I am glad that you ha,·e becon1e rdiJ..jous: it is a 
~arce of comfort and happiness to n1e which none but a child 
ca'i in11,:irt to a 1,:1rent. \\" ould to God the others would follow 
your example.. lly prayer is that God will ~1>are you long on the 
earth, and that you may be instrumental in bringing many to 
Christ. I shall be glad to read a h:ttcr fron1 }·ou whene,·er you 
feel disposed to write. · Your father. 

Joas ALF.XA~DEk:· 

The next \\·as \\·rittcn \\·bile teaching at 1-1 untcrto,,·n. 
Ind .• dated Xo,·. 22. 18j9-

.. ,,•e11, \\"illian1. after looking O\"c.•r lta and ll·orton·=; letters I 
tind but little l~ft for ntc to s:iy. but \\"iU tr~· to :;a~· something h.-st 
,·ou nn· think l a,u ,,.rowincr careless about ,·our welfare:. lh· 
- . I:' ft .. -

ltcalth has been 1>oor; ha\·~ had the: cbills nearl~- all fall. Ha\·e 
l1ad Asah~I helping inc:: \\"ith 111y \\'Ork. 1-:fave got but little of 111~· 

coni ·or bay o,·er front the place. The com crop "·as li:,:ht. :\1,.
sales in nursery sto~k this fall an1ounted to about s;o. which 
help.!d nu: out in 1uy buildin~. I cannot finish it up this fall. but 
will get it so that \\"~ can u~e it this winter; it will ht: n:ry con
,·~ni~nt whc:n tini~hed: it has cost 111~ o\·er S.?o::>. 

\\' e haxe a 1,rotr:1cted 1nectin;.:- goin~ on for four or th·e weeks. 
'There is n1ut:h goud hdn){ <lone: n1an~ ha\"t! joined the chut'l~h. 
I have not haJ the prh·ilt:-tz{~ of att~nding as rnuch as l dt..~ire on 
account of n1y bc:::tlth being so poor. I was just reading about 
tbe great parade: that \\"as n1ade u,·er l ;en. ( ;rant at Chicago, and 
thougbt that it exc.·clh.-d the p.uade that \\"aS ntadc o,·~r the Sa.
t:"ior of the "·orld when he entered into J~rusale111. Sorel~· •·e 



should render greattt praise to him who providt:S sal~-ation for 
the soul than he he that can save the body only. I hope you are 
still tru~ting- in him that ";11 ~a\"e bolh soul and body. \Vritc 
often. Your f,uher. 

Joes AI .. F.X.\Sl>l-:R.-

Thc next \\·as rccci\·cd at 1:ort \Varnc. It is bri\·
cn in full: 

J>t-:.-\R Sos: 
"IIAKTFokD CIT\·. llay I 1. 1S8o. 

• .\s llorton has tinishcd bis epistle b)· telling you all he could 
think of, and iltc:n adding iliat he· would" lea\"e n1c to fcll"the rest. -
there is but little rc.."St to tell. lly own he.·dth i~ excellent. ll~· 
appetite good, sleep !\Ound. my mind clear and my sight alm&.'t 
as good as when I was young: though ( ~annot ~tand h."lrd work. 
lly nerves are still W'c..-ak and I feel \"ery tired at night. I an1 
getting al~ng very slowl)· with my work: "·ill ha,·e to !?ire some. 
lforton is very good to help me in what he can do. bat thel"e is 
so much of the work that is too he."l\"'Y for hi1n. He is mv clerk - . .. etc. · 

\\" ell, Bill)·. I am always glad to kno\\" that my children are do
ing \\"ell. Xothing gi\"es me n1orc: pleasure: and nothing gh·es 
me more trouble than to kno"· that any of them are not doing 
well. 1· .. enty years ago I looked forward to the time when my 
offspring \\"Ould be a.n honor to us and a blessing to the world. 
~or more than twenty years this ha=; bt.~n my constant prayer: 
some tilne with \"ery little: hope: but of late m}· bo1>..:s are bright
·ening up. 1 ha,·e not been out to the farn1 yet. lly hot ht.ads ar~ 
doing "·ell and 11,l. sales ";n be good. I had -400 bills s:ruck. I 
send you a copy of them. \V rite often. Your father. 

Joas ALF.XASl».:k .... 

. In one be \\·rote n1c Xo\·. 2. 18&> •. the ,ta,· of (iar-
• 

ficlcrs election. he said: .. This· is one of the great days 
of this nation. pcrh~ps one of the greatest. ..All Chris
tian men should ask the suprcntc Ruler to guic.lc their 
ballots aright." l'"hc next \\·as \\·rittcn \,·bile I \\-,L~ at
tending Fort \\·ay·nc college. and is hcrt: copied in fulL 

l>RAK. So~: 
"HARTFORD CtT\", llay 16. 1H.~1. 

Your \·ery "·elcon1e letter "·as n:cei\"ed in dut: titue: it g-.axc 
u:; n1uch plea.~ure tu n.~d such a rt:port from one of our own off
spring just st:inin~ out in the world. fwe hopet to be a blcs~ing 
to the \\9orld. Ren1e1nht•r that no s.,ne pen-on e\·er li\·Nl tn n1a-



turc years in this world without being either a blessing- ora cun.e 
to those with whom they mingled. ..\lid I would also ba\"e you 
remen1bcr that it i:i the little dail'\"' transactions of our lives that 
m."lke the sum total in the end. ite careful ho,v the..~ arc trans-
acted. then: as the da}·s pas:; b~· we .cannot recall th~ain. . 

As."lhel \\·a.,;; at hon1e yestenlay. He is making sonic n1nney. 
He is moral and conducts himself ,·ery v:ell. It i=s a \"'ety n1oral 
place where he is. and he Sc"l~·s that he att~nds church rec,:ul:ir. 
&:nny has been quite sick for a few days.. fie is better now. so 
that he is in the warehouse at work. He ·takes good C".are ,,f his 
·money. Jim is still in the store and n1akes money fast:. - lly nur-
sery sale.~ were not ~o large this ~pring as I exp~~ted, ov:ing to 

the stock bein~ so bad Iv dania~ed \\"ith frost the past winter. 1 

ha,;e been trying to find some plar.e to l>llt your money at inter
o.t. wh"'~c you couid g~t i"t on d~n1and. but have not as yet bet.-n 
succe=;sful. 1f you can put it in safe hands tht."f"I! perh."l1»s you 
had better do so: but if you pref er placing it in my care: 1 will 
do the best I can with iL • r a.in '"Cttin('I' alone" fine •·ith mv •·ork 

"' ~ flt -

tbis spring. I have been blessed with cxccllt."llt health thi$ !-prinJ: 
or·1 could not ha,·e gotten atong- with my •·ork. 1 think I ne,·er 
did n1on: flare:) \\"Ork in n1y lif c in the same length of time than 1 
have this ~pring. ~ow I ha\"e written you a long letter: did· not 
think 1 \\·ould write but. a few lines when I began. \\. rite of ten. 

· Your father. Jo11x A1.•:XAS1>t:R:· 

In order to gh·c a better understanding to sonic of 
these letters.] must nccessarih· refer to m,· o,,·n 1110\"'t."-- . 
111cnts. .:\ftcr con1pletihg a course at .-\nn .Arbor. I 
started ...-\pril 10. 1S83. for lian<lan. Dakota. to begin 
the practice of la,,·. This trip \\·as son1e\\·hat against 
his \\·ish. I at first bcca:nc in son1c \\·a,·s dissatisfied 

. -
\\"ith the nc\\" country, its tcrnptations and surround
ings, and \\"a~ undecided as to n1y _ tuture actions. l di
vulged all this to hin1 and asked his ad\·icc. ·rhc fol-. ,, • I• 

lowing is his full letter in reply: .. 
. 

''HART1-·01u, en·\". )lav .:?19 1883 ... . . 
l>EAK Sox: 

Xe\·cr did 1 take _up n1y pen to write to you that l was ntorc 
at a loss to know what to ~1y for the best. I rc:ceivt:d your letter 
of the 13:h, and re.id carefully and anxiousJy, for 1 knew you 
•·ould tdl a~ near the truth as \"Oll could, and that ,·ou had bc:c:n . . -
there long enou;.:h to fonn a tolcr:1hlc ,·on-ect idea (!f \\"hat the 



futur.! would be. I a1n no~ disappointed. so far as my O\\"'n \"ie\\"~ 
were concerned. in n:adin~ your lc:tter. I think you arl! rorrer:t 
concerning your vie..~-~ in regard to th~ future of the. town and 
country. There is not n1uch doubt (in ·n1~· opininn) but that the 
exciten1ent i~ now at its topmost round. and the tide will tum tbL9 
other \\"'ay soon. Hut I ha\"e no doubt but llandan \\"ill n1ake a. 
leading city in the west. Oe;ir son. if I only knew wli.-it ad\·icc to 
,ti\"e you for the best I would J{ladly do ~o. Hut you probahl~· knc,\\· 
what is best {or you to do. [ ba ,·e a great anxiety for your sucrt.-s.~ 
in life and in husine~~: but I an1 about at 111~· "·it·~ end ~> far as 
ad\·isin,: ~-ou is concerned: hut I ha\"c all cuntidl!nc·e in your n\\·n 

judgml.!nt tba_t you will de~ ri;.:ht in your prof..:~~io:i. I '""i~h no\\" • 
• ,s I did ~fore yc,u wc:nt w~~t, that you ha'cl lnratcd · son1'-·\\"hcrc 
n;....irbo1n~·- Hut you ar~ then" now and will nu doubt ~ati~fy yCJur
sclf fully .. ,;.·heth~r it would be l>t"St fr~r you to r.:main or c-0111c 
back. I fdt \"ery sure that the :iwM·i.:t~· would he just a~ ~-c,u 
. found it. \·ery rou,:h and hard. Su~h is sur~ to he the Crute in 
all De\\· countries. I an1 proud of ~-ou "·h~n ~-on sa~· so to what 
is wrong. and dare to do ri;:ht though you ~t:ind alone. The be: t · 
that lh·e on canb arc= thc>Sc that dare tc> do ri~ht in the fac·c of 
opposition. The~· con1c to th~ fn>nt after a while. ( ;und n1en 
arc scarce. and arc hunted for in this a~c 111or-: than c,·cr before. 
J)o right and success is sur~ to follow. If you b«o1nc need~- be 
sure to let n1c- kno"· and 1 \\"ill s11rcl~- help ,-·ou. Rc:mcn1bcr "·hat 
I told you ""hen I bid ,-·ou ;_:(»od-by ..:. th:1t l c<>uld get nu,n::~· a1-
111ost an,· tin1c. ~othin;: would tronhlc 111~ 1norc than if 1 . . 
thought ~-ou \\'t"re needy and would not lei nit· know . 

.\sahcl and his "·ife arc: here. I le talks ~>n1eti1nc.·s of ;.:oin~ 
\\"C:>t. hut \\·in 1,rohably st:ttic: in Cnn1ht·ri~1nd. Th~ \\"c.•ath~r ha~ 
hc."en ,-e~- cold and backward here. :it lca,t one 111onth later than 
ordinan· $l"asnns. Thi~ n1nrnin;.: the :,!'n,und is ,·,n·'"°r""'<I with 
suo\\• amf ,-e~- «:o[c.l. lly ~ale~ this ~prin;.! were ~ight. \\-c arc.· 
just puttin~ out our ;:-arden: had a hard joh to ke.:p our plant~ 
£runt freeiin~. hnt b:L\"C :-a\·cd thcn1 ~,, far. Tlu.·r~ ha~ l>c&.-n a 
number of dt.Aath:; in town thi:-- s1,ri11;.!; frotu one to titre~ a wcl"k. 
and 1:nostly youn;: men. '.!uitt.6 a rc,·h·:tl has he-en guin~ nn. and 
1; or .?O pmn~ uicn ;.uul wurncn ha\·c juin..-d th~ diurd1: nian~· 
uf tht"nt thl· ht.~t \OUrt~ nu:n in town. , htr lu::ilth is tolc-r.Lhh· . . . 
go~,d :tt prt-s.:nt. 

Xo,\" Hilh·. I can·t think of an,·tliin~ cl~e th:u wnuld bt_- uf an\· . . . . 
intcr'"-st tu you. I wilt st:nc.l you the t·ount~· 1.mpt:r if ~-uu dc.~ire. 
O<"Casiunally .. [ Iu,t_- to rc.itll th~ pa1n•rs yuu ~l·rn.l: shoulc.l likc:tu 
r~ad thc:111 oru·c ina \\·hil«: as Ion:,.:- as you ~=a~· thi."'rl.·. \\"rite uftt_-tL 

Yuur £.iltlu·r. Juus .. \1.1-:X.\St>I·:1::· 
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• 
.:\ short time aftc:n\·ards I \\·as anxiou~ to go into a 

\\·ild land speculation on the f ronticr and \\·rote to hin1 
for n1onc.•\"'. This is his ans,\·cr: -

·'11.-\RTf'ORU l:IT\". June 11., 18M.i. 

Ua-:.-\K Sos: 
Yours of 2nd inst at hand. \\"e arc always glad tc, laear fn,111 

yc,u. hut arn sorry that l do not as vet ~ec: how I c·an get the 
amount of money you desire 1ne to. unl~ I \\"Ould gh·e a n1ort
Jf'c&ge on n1y property. That I should nc,t like to do unles.'i I was 
\"ery sure that your land speculating schea1e wa-. a sure thin,:. 
From .-bat I read of that pla,:e I fc:el :'Ur~ that it is at iL-i top
most round. The excitement under ~uch booming pros1>«-L.._ a." 
no"· fa\"or :\landan and \"icinny is :iiurc to take a tunable duwn 
front t•·o to ti\·e years. and the n1cn that ha:,. the mon"--y then .-ill 
be the lucky onc:s. These things ~e1n \'cry rc:asonable to me. 

1-:nclosc:d I send you P. 0. order for S10: if you ,:~ in need be 
sure and let me know. I •·ill always hel1» you a little. at leasL 
\\re are all tolerably "·ell at pr~ent. and busy in our garden.and 
nursery. Please excuse 111y short letter. J>ro1• me a ~tal w-hen 
vou r«ei ,·e this. ( ;o,,cl-h,·e. ,-on. Your father. . . 

Joas .\1.•:x.A~l>F.K.: 

\Vhilc at lps\\·ich. l>ak .• he \\"rote ,·c11· fc\\· letters. as 
the t\\·o othc~ of the fa111ily kept up the corrc~poncl
cncc:. I copy one \\·rittc11 to n1c \\"hilc there: 

0 H.\1tTFOKI> C.:IT\"• .\u,:. l5. IH.,... 

l>F..\K ~,n: 
\·uun at hand. Glad tu bear fnnn ~-ou one-,• snore, bu1 """~ 

1nuch di~ppointed "·hen yuu said ~-011 were: not con1ing hon1e.• 
before the holid:n·~. \\. e had been lc,nkin,: f<tr ~-ou tn ,·01nc t\\·u 

.or three \\"t:cks ht:forc we:: r"~eh·ec.l. ~-our h.·ttt.·r. 1 hnpt• ~·ou "·ill 
!'oOUII _ g~t enough of the •far \\'e~t · and l .. onh.· hunu• to sta ~-. 

I hop~ you arc doing \\"ell. hut rannc,t tell n1uch about how ~·ou 
:are doing fnnn ,·our lcttt'rs. I a~k < ;.,d c.-\·l·~· c.la~ of n1~· Jif&.- tu 
shidd you f rou1 the: e,·ils nf the:: \\'Orld and 1n:ake ~·ou a J{<HKl and 
1:reat naan. .\II ,:uud 1nc:1~ are ,:rt-aL non"t fc,rgt"t ~·our d~1,ez:ad: 
am.·c: un ( ;ud for ~,·crythin~. 

\\. I." ha,·&.- a Iart,.:e :in1ount uf nursery stock in tine rnnditiun: nut 
ll,i~ than 10 nr i ~ thuu~and ap('lc treL~. bL-:;id&.-~ :1ln1n!.-t e,·e~·tbing 
..-lse that grow~ in a nu~~ry: but we do not expt:et 1nuch of a :ii3.h.· 
this fall. ·ruo little tnonc:y in drculatiun: t.tt·rhai,s will be better 
nc:xt spring \\'hen the 1>n~id~ntial c:uupai;:n i:- scttll~I. I \\"ant 
ynu to "·rite llnrtnn a lettcr :and :uh·ist' hi111 tu ~ta~· at hnntf' :and 
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go to ~chool here until be get.-i through. He ,~ants to go to :\lin
nesota. and go in ,,ith some ma.n in a printin~ office. If. he g<>t."S 
that \\·ill be the last of his education. 

\\.rite a little oftener if you ba,·e th~ tin1e, and comn1encc n1ak
ing your arrangements nO\\" to conic: hon1c: during the holidays. 
and then you ,~ill be ~ure to come. Good-bye:, ~n. 

Your father, JoHS A1.1-:x.-\~Dl-:k.-

l recch·cd the follo,\·ing t,,·o f ron1 hin1 at l..a(iracc. 
l)akota: 

It ha.~ l>een a Jong tinie since I wrote a line tn you. but I l1avc 
by no me.ans for,:ottcn you for one day. :\ly l1ealth is nut very 
good. hut as g°'J<J as could be c:xpe~tcd for a man of my age kC. 

lty nursery looks pretty "·di this fall: did not put out mucla 
stock Ja-;t spring. Tended a ,·cry good garden this ~u1nn1cr. Hc:n
ny worked about one 11100th for n1c.• l~t ~pring. and has bc.aen sick 
e,·er sin,~e. I hire a little hdp once in a \,·hilc. \\.ill build a 
wood ho11se and put up sc>1ne fencing this fall. There was a ~ian 
laere a few daus ago to look at your land. He only •·antc.-d 2 or_:; 
acres to :;tart a fruit farn1 on. He liked the =,ituati,,n wdl. I tulcl 
hin1 if he would take .J acres he ("ould lta\·e it for ~~ })LT acre. He 
said it was the he~t offer ht: had had, and would consider the of
fer and let me kno•· before long. If he takes .1, acres I "·ill take 
the balance. I ba,·e the pro111i:.;.e of a 1nan fron1 Ohio to cnn1e 
this fall and l,K,k at the fann. Thi~ is all the 1>ros1t~t I ha,·e of 
selling t"ither. 

Billy. be a J:(MKI 1na11 in c,·,:n· sense of the tcml, =-nd you "·ill 
pro~pc:r. ,. our fathc.•r. 

Jonx .:\t.EX.\SIJl•:R.·· 

· T,,·o and one-half n1onths after \\·riting the: abo\·c..- he 
\\·rote bis last letter to n1e•- -a short one. In 1-'·t·bruan·. -t\\·o nu,-nths after the datt~ of this ll"ttcr. I ,,·as at hornc 

anc.l sa\\" 111,· fatlu:r for the last tin1c. The letter ,,·as -
\\·rittcn 3 111onth~ and ~o days hcforc his death. In all 
these letters his l·xact language is gh·cn as \\"rittcn by 
his n\\·n band. and 111any of thcn1 arc g-h·cn in full. 
This is his hL-;t letter to ntc: 



you.. :\ly health is not \"ery good. I work n1ost of the tin1e; no 
one to help me do anything only as I hire a little once in a while. 
lly sales \\·c:re very light this fall. lly :stock was badly dainaged 
last winter. That nian that was looking at your land still \\"ants 
it. He is trying to sell his £arm, and if he sells it will buy ~-oun;. 
'fhinb he will sell his between this and ~prinJt. · 

. I hop-: you are doing well. and not doing an~-rhing that i~ 
wrong. ( ;ood-by~. Your father. 

joHX ALEX . .\XDEK;• 

.-\fter a \·cry brief and unexpected attack of paraly·
sis of the '"·hole nervous s\·stcrn. first noticed about the ... 
4th of Feb .• 1:,t86. \Vithout any apparent pain or suffer-
ing, it gradually grc\\. \\"Orsc. until Sunday n1orning • 
.:\pril 4th. \\"hen be seemed to rc.·cci\·c the final death 
shock. and \\·a.-, entirely· helpless after that. .-\bout six 
o'clock the same day he peacefully and ,1uictly pa'ised 
a\\"a)·. lacking 19 days of being 61 years of age. l)ur
ing this la-;t affliction he appeared to suff cr no pain~ 
but \\·a.-; most of the tin1c unable to help him~lf. al
though he \\·ould still try to go about. 11 is speech •·a~ 
also affected. and for the la~t fe\\· da,·s he onh· uttered - -
a \\·ord occa.'iionally. But all through and until the 
last he scc1ncd to realize his condition and good-na
turedly but absolutely ref used anr kind of 1ncdicinc. 
"'fhc disease \\·as one that 1ncdicinc could not affect. 
At first he "·orricd so1nc because he could not go about 
to attend to hi:; ,,·ork.. ....\~ic.le from this his appearance 

. up to the last n101ncnt \\·as pleasant and chl·crful. anll 
secntcd to indicate perfect contcntn1cnt. .-\fter the 
breath left hint tbc exprt.~sion in hi~ strong features 
left on his countenance \\·as that of perfect peace. 
Tho~c ,,·ho sa\\. it sa\" the\· nc,·cr knc-\\" bi~ face to look - . 
so beautiful anc.l full of real content. (.)n \rc<lnt:sda,· 

• 
follo,\·ing the funeral ,,·as preached br the Re,·. X .Gil
lan1 at I fartford Cit,·. and the boch· \\·as follo\\·ed b,· a . "' -
large pn,cession of friends to the grcU"'l" at • .\sburyChap-
cl. in \\"'ells Cn .. \\"lu·rt'thc last tributc\\·as paid. Follu,,·
·ing is the obituary as printed in the 1-lartford <.:. papers: 
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·•John .~lexander \\"aS born in Logan county. Ohio. April 23rd, 
18.25. In 1837 he rame \\;th his parents to \\. ells Co .. Ind_ and 
settled in Jackson town.-.hip, where: he rontinued to reside for 
about .;8 years. and until he came to Han.ford l:ity. In the :;pring 
of 18.19 he married :\lcli:o-sa Sparr. a si~tcr of Re,·. Ja1nes Sparr!' 
of lluncie. who sun·i\·es him. ·rheir family ron. .... istc.-d of on,· 
daughter and six sons. all of whom an: lh·ing exc-ept the ~ond • 
son. Rohen ()_ W"ho died in the latter pan of 1Sj,1. 

\Vhen a , .. ounJ: n.an he \\"a.-. con\"erted and joined tbe lletbod
ist I-:1)iscop.·d church. of which he ren1ained a •·orthy. consistent 
and acce1Jtable mcn1ber until his dc-.tth. He wa.-. not a mer~ 
nominal church niem~r. or professC'Jr of rcli1'rion. but wa.-. a de
,·oted and zealous worker in the cau~c of his di""ine lla.-.tcr. Ht: 
served the church of his choic:e with great ~fticic:nc~- in the \·ari
ous official relations of trust~e. ste\\·ard. r.las.-. leader. cxhoncr 
and Sunday ~:hool superintendent. .-\:- a Sunday school teacher 
for 5e\·eral ~-ears pa~t. no one •·as more faithful and con~unt. He 
warmly espoused the cause of teinpc:ran<"e. and prohibition. and 
was firml,.· and decidt.~ly on the ri,:ht side of all n1or.tl quc:stion~. 
In a word. be \\":IS one of the best and n1&.-t ,·aluable citizens of 
the community. His death occurred • .\pril -1th. 1886. after an ill
ness of abf)ut a month. his age being 61 ~-~r~ la,~kin,: 19 davs. 
The funeral sen·ic~ \\"ere conducted by his former p..■.stor. Re,·. 
S. Gillam. on the ;th inst. H~ "·as huri"'-d in the A~hur~- t·haJlc:I 
cemetery. in \\·ens ,·nunty:· 

"'fhc follo,,·inf,:! ,ras J>rintl·d in the l1artfor,l City 
••Tin1es: , • 

.. llr. Jobn .. \l~xandcr. who di,._I l~~t week. \\·as a utan of n:· 
n1arkabl~t strong characteristics. He "·a~ os,._,•n and n1anifc:st in 
his like; and dislikes. He wa" plain. out-spoken and c1upba1.k 
in sentin1cnt. He \\"as po~ith·e and inuno"·ablc i11 his ,·icws un 
the Christian reli~rion and on the ah~olutc prohibition of s:rou~ 
drink.as a be\"cragc: bdie\"ing that of all things n1ost \.-Sst:ntial in 
this life is a thorough prepar:ttiun for the next life. and that it 
should be attend~ to fir~t and kept continually in n1ind: that in
tempcrc1nce is anion~ the grcatc~t of all e,·ils. and th:1t a youn;.: 
111an can du no nobler act in honor to bi1nsdf. his friends arui 
bis God than to sign the tcn1per:1ncc plt.-d~c anll stirk tu it. Ht" 
ne\'er 111issed an opportunity tu ~xvrc..-ss hin1~cl£ ui,un tht:"~c 1nat
ters whene\·er he thought there \,·a~ the slightest pos~ibility of its 
acco111plishing any g0ttll. ~uthing ~a, c: bin, more 1,lc-asun: tba11 
to $1\" so111ethin,r ur hear surncthin•r Slid that \\".lS in an\" \\"a\" ~r-- ,... ~ . . 
fectual in tumini: snntdKKI~-.• ind c.-:-pt-ci:111~- ~-oung- 1n~n. frr,n1 thl· 



ways of sin and ,·ice. Xo other ~ubject consun1t .. -d ~o much of his 
mind, and whene\"er ahout to part for a tin1e \\;th a child or a 
friend. his last words wen: words of ad\"icc. In his worldly af
fairs his motto \\"as: •Li\"e within your means and ne\·er go in 
dehL. He found plt.aasure in industry. and disliked idk"'ll~s. 

t:ntil uf late yean- he took some acti\"e interest in public affairs 
·and wielded an inttuencc in bis locality. \\.hate\"'er po~ition be 
took. if an~·. it "·as when he helic,·t.·d he wa.~ decidt..-dly in the 
ri,:ht. and that it wa~ hi~ duty to work. I le wa.~ plain and out
spoken. hut firm and ~ti~dfast in his 1»rinc-ipk~. and persn·erccl 
until he accon1pli~ht..-d so111ethi n1:. The gn-at ain1 of hi~ u·hnlc 
life was to pn"·ide honorably a romfort:ihlc ho,ne and lh·in:,: fur 
hi:; family. and allC>,·e all. to nmkc ~urc 1>rcparation for the hfe to 
t:n1ne. and to dn all in bi~ po\\·cr tu persuade others to 1,reJ,.,"lrc 
for it ... 

Shortly after hi~ di·ath I rccci,·cd the follo,\·ing lt.·t
tcr f rum 111,· 1nothcr: .. 

ll \" D1-:.\ K ~. )S: 

C ;,,d i~ too gnod to 1.·rr or do .an~9thin;.: \\"ron1-:. I le doc."'S all 
thinJ,..~ for good. l;c:t the best out of your life ~·ou ,·an: it i~ ~hoTt 
enough at bcs.t. ·rr~· to he useful and 1nakc otl,~rs ha1,v~· as ,\"ell 
~ ,·ou~df. I don·t wonder at ,·c•ur fathcr·s talk and a,L,·ke be-. . . 
ing i1npresscd on ~-our mind, for he talked to ~-ou all so n1uch. 
and 111~· prayer is e\·cry day tbat it ,night he n·mc:111ben.-d b~- c,·
en- one of ,·ou. and that ,·ou n1a,· never forget it. :1nd that I 111:n· .. . . . . 
~·ct Jh·c to s::~ some of ~-ou. at feast,. till his i,la,·c in the ,·hur1·h. 
He \\·ould get ou: of ht::trt i\·h.:n he it"ott!d sec other youn~ nu~n 
\\"orking in the churd1. I would tell hin1 he n111~t wait the Lc,nrs 
thuc. that we ("t>uld uni. ha\·c it our own way. tbat I wa~ ~ure our 
pr.:t~·t."r:o:. wc..·rc.· nut in \".tin. pl·J h:11•:,; thl·y would ht• answered aftc..·r 
we wc.-rc gone. E le alway~ lookc..·d to a tintt· wht."n ~onu: of ~·ou 
bn~s \\·ouhl st;,nd in high placl..._: but fnr a ~-~u- or two be hadn"t 
said n1ud1 :1hout it. I ,,:int ,·ou d1ildr~n tn ~~t lmrnc:-- of ,·our . . . 
own and 1n:1ke tht!nl lmpp~-. Re1ncn1bt'r it is not wealth that 
111;.1k~ lmppint-s ... : of t·our~c yon want cnrufort. hut that is ours if. 
we try. ..-\lw:iys dn what i~ ri~ht in c\·crythin,;.: :ind h:n·c a dl·:tr 
•tnnsricnre. l>u :1:; I h:1\·t• oftl6n ltt.!:trd your fatlu·r ~my: ·I>o all 
the gout.I you r~tn. in all th~ ways ~-ou ,·au. to :ill the p~plc you 
~:tn. and then you will du ri~ht: II~ ne\·cr said 111urh to rue. the 
titnc he u-as sn hac.l $kk. hut he told tlu· ntinister ~t6,·cr.1l tirnes 
wh'-"~ hc wuul,I spcak tu hi111 ahout d~·ing. that all was 1\"dl. 
\\""l1l·D h~ ~nt ht.•ttc..·r sunh." of thcnt told hint it w:a~ th&.- 1,r.1ycrs nf 
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the church that sa\"cd his life. He 53.id: •\\"hy didn•t you let me 
go \\"'hen I \\·as so near home?' He ,\"ould often Sc~Y if he only 
knew that he \\.is in~trumen t:ll in the s."ll \·at ion of one: ~oul he \\·ou tel 
di~ satisfied. I think he r~Iized that two yt..~rs ago. in a rc:\·i\"al 
n1eeting. In sr•~kin.:.:- to anyon.! con~eming dc..-ath h~ n~\"er 
seemed to doubt about himsdf: it was alway~ his children and 
others he was concc:m~ about. I>iffer~nt p.:rsons ha\"e told me: 
since his dea:b that they n~ver saw- anyone enjoy th.:n1s:l'\"e- a~ 
welt as he did. nor C\"er saw anyone in such eam~~t at a revival 
meeting. Just before he got sick some of the men1bc:rs told me 
the last prayer n1ecting hc.: \\.IS at he J{Ot 01, with the tear:,; on hi~ 
cheeks and asked them all to meet him in ht..~\"cn. He was so 
dcvot~ to the church. \\.hen he would be sick and be a,rcty a 
little while he could hardly s-ait to g~t bat:k again. There was 
hi~ greatest enjoyment of lat~ y~ars. and hi! surely did c..-njo)· 
himself there:. 

I will sc:nd }"OU son1e of the \"ers~ and so1nc of his O\\"D 

thoughts that he ha:; "·rittcn do,\·n: al~o a great many verses 
and chapters he ha~ m:irkc..-d. "·hich wer~ bis f:1voritcs. 

from your )loTHF.R.-

Thc~· an: :a~ follo\\·s: . 
·• Education is the ~afc:guard of ch·il and n:li.:,:ious liben~-. the 

foundation of popularity. llay it c:ver be protectc.-d fron1 the 
ignornn<-e of futurit~·-·· 

·•t)ne of (;arfidd·~ bc~t sayings wa:-: 'The ti11u.-s n'--t.-d n1cn a11d 
wom~n that can look the dc.:\·il Sttuare in the face and tell bi111 he 
i~ the devil.··· · 

•·~lark the perft..-ct n1an .. ind ~hold the upri,:bt .. for the end uf 
that man is peace. ...\ good n:un~ is rather to be cbos-:n than 
great riches:· ... -Solomon. 

"\\"hen a n1an·s wa~·s ph:as.: the Lord he 1nakc:tb e\·en bis ent."
mies to be at p::are with hin1:· . Pro,·. 16-;. 

'·Lord,. who shall abide in thy tabcrnaclc?""-Psa.ln1s. 15th chap. 
'·He tbat hclicveth on n1c the \\'Orks that I do he shall do al~o. 

and greater works than these shall he do. bt.~ause I go to n1~
father:· -John, 1.ith ch:1p . 

.. ·Therefore;: we c,u~ht tu ~i \"C the 111orc c:1rnt.-st heed to the 
things we have heard." How n1any tin1t:s we let then1 ~lip= .\re 
there as n1any time:; yet to conic: ? \\. e will suppos~ thl!re arc. 
Are \\"e any n1ore likely to in1pro\"c them: I \,·ill an~wer. ,,·care 
not quite so likely. unlc.-ss they arc inapre~:.;c!d upon us with n1orc 
eamt.:stnl~ than c,·cr hcfnn·. The ~rr.1rc of our Lord Jt.~u~ 
Chri§t is able to s."l,·e 111e11 fn>n1 un;:odl~· dispositinns. had tern-
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pent and unholy practices. His blood will cleanse them from all 
sin. 1A\\-ake thou that sleepest and arise from the dead, and 
Christ will gh·e thee lig-ht.· .• 

•·Then said the\" unto hiln. Loni, a.re there few that be ~ved ? .. . 
And he said unto the111. Strive to enter in at the straight gate. for 
nianv I sav unto \"'OU will s~k to enter in and shall not be able.·· - .. .. 
---Luke 1.1:2?-l.J. 

•·\Vhen \\"C d~ire to seek the thing-s of thi=i \\"Orld, we n1ust 
stri\"'e if •·e obtain the,u. See how the great political panics 
strive for the highest office in the gift of the people. and only one. 
obtains it. Xot so with those "·ho follow the injunction of the 

. lla.'iter. but all oiay obtain.·· 
.. Xeither i~ there salvation in anv other. for there i:c none other 

11ame under heaven given among men wherebywe mustbesa\·ed. 
In him \\·as life. and the life wa~ the light of nu.~:· 

"If C,od be for u~ who can be a;..rainst us? .. 
"Lying lips are an abomination to tbe Lord:· 
"\\"' e ought to obey ( ;od rather than man.·· . 
.. lien of honest report are full of the Holy ( ;host and wisd01n:· 
.. Be thou faithful unto death and I ,viii ~h·e you a crown of 

life.·· 
•Get right. now in the felJo\\"ship of the I..ord and you "·ill ha\"c 

what you d~irc:. ·• 
"Be ready to give an ansu·er to the hope you ha,·e within vou." 
Romans 8th chapter. 35 to .39 ,·erses inclusi,:e. 
'"In these ,·ersc:s the apostle sets forth clearl~- that nothing shall 

be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. \\.hat a J.:lorious relation we sustain to Christ~ .. 

.. j.,mes l:1-1-:3-i~-26: Hebre\\·s 6:.i-5-6: Hebre\\·s .i:r: First 
John .i-ti and 21: First Kings 18::? 1: ~:zekiel 20th chapter: St. 
John 20:.io: Ps..·tln1s 1 :1-2; Ephesians 2:23: ~u,ubers ~Qth chap-
1er: (;ilJam·~ last sermon. 1st lesson. Isaiah 25th chapter: znd 
lesson,· Acts 13th chapter: text. ·This I kno"·, that my Redeen1er 
lh·eth.. •• First Cora 12:1-i. 

hi want to lh·e so that I 111:ty gain l1~a,·e:n and feel that [ ant 
welcome there:·- -J •• .:\. 

This. she sa,·s is the last he c,·cr ,,·rote: -unear lla~ter. not for ea~c nor worldly t•lca~urc. 
Xor for fan1e n1~- prayers shall he: 

,;tadly "·ill [ toil and suffer. 
Onl~· let me \\"alk with thce.---J • .\. 

The follo,,·iu~ ruh .. -s fur daily- self cxan1inatiun \\·ere 
ohscn·cd by bin1 . .ind a copy of tben1 left ,,·ith his papers: 
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"DEVOTloss.-\\rere they performed in sincerity. with de,;out 
re\"'erence and true faith in Christ? Jas • .i:J. 

Bu:;1sF.s~.- -\\·as it carefull:r gone about. with an honest pur
pose to deal justly u·ith all \\;th \\"hon1 I had to do. as in the !iiight 
of C..od? liic. 6:8. 

Cos\"F.RSAT1n:s. ---Has it been \·ain and trifling. or such as be
cometh one professing godlin~s? l!it Peter 1:1;. 

LEtSl'."RE llollF.STS. -How were they spent. \\"'ith idle indiff'CT
ence or \\;th suitable reference to self impro,;ement? Ephe. 5:16 .. 
• R1-:CREATro:ss .. -- \\·ere they proper and free fron1 all c:xres.-.. or 
have I contracted guilt and sustained ~pi ritual loss thereby? 
Eccl. 11 :c,: Luke 8:1.i. 

"'fEllPTATIO:Ss. ----Ha\·e the}· been yielded to. or 0\"'err.on1c 
througb the help of di,;ine grar.c? 1st Cor. 10:13-

Pko\"1 n•:sc•:s. --\\. ere tht.-y painful or plt.-asing. and ho"· •·en: 
they met: ";th murmuring or true ~ubmis:-ion? Hc:b. 1 :?:,i-S: 
Job 13:1;. 

The follo,,·ing is a clipping he pr~~cn·id manr year:,.!' 
~\II of tht.-sc rules he adn1ircd \·er,· n,uch. and of ten -
spoke of them to others. llan}· of thcn1 he obscn·cd 
strictl}· in his o\\·n life. a11d they \\·ere his n1ottoc~: 

11ln the pocket of the Hon. SteJ)hen • .\lien. "·ho "·as dro•·ned 
from on board the Hen11· Clay. was found a 1,rint~d slip. ap1>:1.r
parently cut from a ne""spap~r. of \\"hich the follo,'"ing is a copy. 
It is •·orth~· to be p11t in c:,·c:r~· newsp:1i,c:r and c:ngra,·c:d on c:,·ery 
,·oung man·s heart: 

lla.ke few pnnnises . 
• .\h,·a)·s sp~ak the truth. 
Xe,·er speak C:\"il of m1~·onc. 
~~cp good co1npany or none. 
Lh·c up to your c:ngageznent:s. 
Be jttst before ~-ou ar~ g~nerous •. 
Xe\·er play at any gan1c of c.~hanc~. 
Drink no kind of intoxicating liquor~. 
Good character aho,·c: all thin;:s d~c. 
~e,·er borrow if ~-ou ,·:an pos:;ibly help it. 
Do not n1a"1· until ~-uu arc ;:1bl~ to sui,port a wife:. 
Keev ~-ourself innocent if ~·ou would he liav1•Y. 
\\.hen ~·ou !-p.mk tu a p~rson look hin1 in tht: {ace:. 
llake no ha.~tc to be rkh if you \\"Ot1lc.l pro~1,.:r. 
E,·c:r lh·e hnisfortunc.- cx,~epted1 within ~·our inC"1.ln1~. 
Ss·u·e when you :t.r~ ~-oun::. to spt:"nd wh~n ~-ou :i~ ulcl. 



• .\void temptation, through fear )·ou may not withstand iL 
Small and steady gains 1.ri,..e competency with a. tranquil mind. 
If anyone speaks ill of you, let your life be so that none be-

lieve hin1. 
. Xever nan in debt unless you see a •-i),· to get out again. 

\\.hen you retire to bed think over what you have been doing 
durin,., the dav -

. ft • 

Xever be idle: i£ your hands can ·t be employed usefully. at-
tend to the ~ultivation of your mind:• 

1·h~ arc also son1c of his rulc...-s: 

••Xc:ver be cast do\\"D bv 111isfonunc. . . 
Keep your own secrets if you ha\"c any. 
Think often of dc..-ath and ~-our rc..-sponsibility to ( ;,,c1;· 

The follo\\"ing letter wa.-; received a fc..'"\\" months af
ter his death; 

llKS. )1F.1.l~SA A, .• :X • .\Sl>t:R. 

l>EAK SIST.:R: 

Yours rccd,·ed in due tianc. It callc..-d up old-ti111c 1nc1n
ories and days long pas..-;ed. I may gh·e you the un1c of our earl,.· 
ministers if it will enable ~-ou to fix the date of Bro. John Ale!• 
ander·s con,·ersion. It "·as under Joseph Ockerman·s admin
istration. in 18.io or 18.i1. I remen1ber well of seeing Hrother 
John at my father· s house a year· or t\\·o later. during Hradlef s 
administration. and o( his zealous labor and successful work at 
the altar. with 111oumers and seeking penitents. There was n1ore 
than t\\·enty souls con,·erted and unitt.-d with the church. .-\nd 
although he "·as then in his youthful days. none did n~ore to ad
vance the interest of the :\taster":.; caus~ than did that Alexander 
boy. 
· llrs. Swain and n1~·sdf arl.· only in 1nodcrJt~ health. The 
"·eight of three score and six year.- is hearinJ.:" down upon us. 
'"fhe e,·ening of life draws nigh. 

SA1n·1-:1. H. Sw.us:· 

"'fhc following is front a h:ttcr rccci\·cd f ron1 111r. 

sister Rachel. snnn after Fathcr·s death: 

'"There isn·t a day e\·er passes hut that l think of sunu· things 
111y father used to say: su111e words of cheer or ad \"ict:. l c..ln 
now rt.-call the first !t.tyin~ of his. It wa...:. years :ind yc=-ars ago. 
but is su111uch like hint: .. ,\.ho to his friends his ntone~· lends, 
1nay lo~e both tnnn~y and bis friend:,;; I h:u·e son1e of hi$ Iett~N to 
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me \\·hen I \\"'as in college. I ,viii copy some of the things in 
them. He said: 

'Some glory in wealth, others in fan1e. in learning, in fashion. 
in strength; but Paul gloried in the cross. Hew-as not only will
ing to bear the cross, but he gloried in it.· 

In Father·s later years he took so much interest in ad\·isin;: 
and teaching young men. Here i; som~ poc.-r11· he u-rotc in :, 
book of mine. I think it "·as one of his favorite hyn1n~: 

'Though trouble..~ as.-ail • 
.And dangers aff'right: 

"'Chough friends should all fail • 
• ~nd f 0t..-s all unite: 

Hut one: d1ing secure.as us. 
\Vl1atc,·c:-r bcudc: 

The bible as~ur1.~ u~ 
The Lord will 1,ro\·idc. 

The birds without barn 
Or storchou:-e arc f c:tl: 

l-'ron1 then1 let us learn 
To trust for our bread: 

His saints what is fining 
Shall ne·er be denit:d. 

So long as ·ti~ written 
The Lord "·ill pro,·idc:. 

His call "·e obe}·. 
Like Abram ot old. 

\\"e know not the: wa~-. 
But faith n1:1k~ us bold: 

And though we an: stranger:,;.. 
\\~ e h:u·e a good guidt:. 

And trust in all dangc:n
The Lord will pro\·id1:. 

\Ye ma}· like the shif>-
In ten1pests be lO$~~

Un peri IOU$ deeps. 
But can.not b~ lost. 

In this our ~trong tower 
In saf et~· ,~e hide:: 

l"he Loni is our power: 
'The Lord "ill pro\·ide: 

In all hi:s ~-ears be bad for bi~ chief obj«t the "·elf are and 
prosperity of his children. F ron1 their earliest childhood be 
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taught them to leam the scriptures, to obtain know-ledge, and to 
be industrious. I think there never was a person who lived more 
de\"oted to that one of Tennson·s sa)ings: 

•·r o count that day lost when the low descending sun 
Views at thv hand no \\"Orth~ action done.~ .. -

For no day with him \\"as \\ithout work, or a well planned duty of 
some kind to perform. I don ·t think you can C'\"er ha\"e the same 
feelings I have, though. concerning Father"s lifetime, and espe
cially his sickness and departure from us. I dare not think of it. 
for I know the deep sadness it brings. 1t·s all plain before me 
all the while. There is only 011e hope I have of erasing all sor
roW' and being ai all ha11py here, and that is that I may be the 
woman he intended me to be, one of the handmaids of my heav
enly Father; ifs not long here any"·a!·, and then there is an eter
nity. I send you "·hat he wrote me at \"'aJparaiso: 

"HARTFORD CITY, ,1,·eb. -1, 188,;. 

ll\" DEAK CHILD: 

It has been a Ion,: time since I ha,·e written to you. but I 
have not forgotten vou one day. E \"ery day I J)reseftt you anew 
to the Lord.. I know he can keep all my children, and •ill do so 
if I do all I can to help the1n. both temporal and spiritual. I be
lieve I am doing that. I am sorry that I can•, help you all more. 

Asahcl and Annie "·ere here t\\·o days. Their little babe is the 
sweetest little darling 1 ever s."lw. I love it as dearly as I ever 
did any of m}· own: why should I not ? 

Perhaps you ha,·e seen in the papers ere this an account of the 
powerful re,·i\·al that is going on here in Hartford City, as there 
are ~porters here e\-el")· day from :ill parts of the- stat~ and 
other statesw \\-riting it up for the papers. I send you last 
wc:ck·s Telegram; there is three or four columns of it. I have 
been so impr"assed for the last four weeks that the blessed :\las
ter is raising up and preparing n1y O\\"n dear child for a place in 
his ,·ineyard. that I cannot refrain fron1 n1ent1oning it. I have 
seen you so often in n1y dre&tms and visions, working- so bra,·ely 
and cal1nly for the llaster. \Ve have had no S. S. for the last 3 
weeks. Our n1eeting is going ri~ht on. Xight before last not 
inany seemed to conic for,\"ard. and Philips named me out twice 
to go out in the cro,'"d and urge them to come. I ne,·er felt 
less like I could do anrthing for the Lord in m)· life. I would 
rather be had knocked nte clear out the door than to go out and 
persuade anyone to con1e to the altar. as 1 told hitn after\\'ards. 
I had not been taking n1uc.·h part in the n1eeting. but I crowded 
nty .-ay to a big man. about m~· age. asked him if he \\"35 a Chris-

11 
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tian. He said he was but his daughter was not. I asked the girl 
if she W'anted to be a Christian. She said she ought to be but 
did not feel like staning then. I told her I had only one daugh-· 
ter and she \\clS a Christian, and it did n1e more good to kno\\· 
that my daughter \\-a5 working for the ~laster than if she pos
sessed all of \·anderbilfs wealth. I told her how \"OU lt:d so man,· . -
of your scholars to Christ, and that yeu would be glad to hold 
her up before the Sa\"ior, though she had never seen you. and if 
she would go to the altar I would take her name and address and 
write to you, and she could be sure that one a•-a.y off \\-S pray
ing for h~r. W'bo had nev-er seen her and perhaps nevei- would. 
She melted and reached hei- hand. I thanked God and told hc.-r 
to stand there until I got some lady to lead her. llrs. \\"'illiamson 
W'as standing close by. I asked her if she \\"0tdd take her. Sbe 
said she would be glad to do so. lier father and I followed. \\"'e 
and others encouraged hei-. She sought in great earnest an hour 
or more. I did not go to her for a long time. \\"'hen I went she 
said the Lord was blessing bt.-r. She ""as at the altar .last night, 
not fully satisfi'"'~- Her nan1e i:; Lucy \\"ilson. (JOStoffice Hartford 
City. She has t\\"O sisters and three brothers. She is about &e\"en
teen vears old, and the second or third child. Xone but hc..-nelf -and father are religious. I think her n1other has been dl::ld four 
vears. Xow, n1v dear child,. bere is a little \\·ork for ~ou. I know .. .. -
it will be a pleasure to you to perform it. \\"' rite her a letter and 
gi\"e her encouraging words, and it \,·ill be a star in your cro\\"n. 
I learn they are respectable people and a good family. Remem-
ber her name and addn.~s. I send stamp. Your father. 

jOHS ALEXA~DEk."• 

I copy from a letter receh·e<l fron1 :\unt Raebel 
Sparr, also \\·ritten soon after his death. together \,·ith 
t,\"o l~ttcrs "·hich he "·rote to her durin~ the last yei!-rs 
of bis life: 

"In my talks \\"ith your father about his family he always n1ani
fested a deep concern for the future of bis children. and you 
judge rightly when you refc:r to his wise counsel in your early 
teaching. If he n1;lde n1istakes it was front lack of judgrn~nt 
from the head and not the heart. You must pass a fe,\· n1or~ 
years in thi:; lif~ and your rel:1tion change to that of a fathc:r ,,·ith 
a dependent, helpless fainil~-. before you can fully undc~ta.nd 
what that tireless devotion was. to ,d1ich }·ou sa~- you ha\·e been 
an eve \\·itness. Yes. his work for hi~ famih,· was a life "·ork. . -
faithfull~· n1arking out step by step the path you are to tread. not 
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to the school house alone, but to the end of life. Looking from a 
worldly standpoint it would make it easier for you than it had 
been for him: but from a Christian standpoint it u-as to ~ch 
patient perseV'erance under disappointment and sore trial, ever 
keeping bi:s eye on the star of hope, by faith, not-by sight, trust
ing in Goers promist..-s. 0 may you be enabled to follow in his 
footsteps, shunning hi:; mistakes aud emulating bis example; in 
this way be led to nod your true position and c:allin,: in life. 

As you stood by his silent and last resting place and asked the 
question: •Is there no way that I can hear him speak to me just 
once more:· Yes, poor child, be speaks to you eV'ery day-, when 
you think of his lo\"e for you as his first born son. I know with 
what fatherly- pride he al\\·ays looked fon\·anl to a bright future 
for you, and !'iOmetimcs it set.'fflcd to me he thought you all n1ost 
faultless. Yes, the time is forever pasL You \\"ill come and go, 
but not a.~ you once did: your counsel "ill be sought and your 
judgment relied upon. You to some extent must 11-alk in his 
steps and bold a strong arm for the rc;t to lean upon. then tum 
away and bra\"dy face: a cold and sehi~h world yourself. I send 
vou two letters of ,·our fathcr·s to me, ""hich vou will readilv rec-,, ,, . -
ognize to be bis hand and language. You see from the drift of 
his lc:tters where his bean ""as. He has already gathered "·itfl 
those he spoke of. Sorrow here and anxietr is s"·allo"·ed up 
no.- in an un.-ilterable reality. How true his words, to be ready ! 
He had his trials and troublC$ "·bile lh·ing. but ifs aH o,·er no"·, 
and he n.--sts fron1 labor. It seems at times I cannot realize he is 
not still on earth and that I must see him again and ha,·e another 
long talk "·i:h hin1. He always see1ned to h:l\·e such concern for 
his family:· 

.. HARTFORD CIT\"'. April :?J. 1881. 

DEAR Bao .• StsTS:.k. ASI> FA~tL\": 

. I ha\·e not forc~ottcn your kindnt.~s to me during my sick
ness: though I ha \"e neglected to write or e\·en answer your \·ery 
kind and welcon1~ letters so long. ll y business had becon1e so 
deranged during 1ny protract~d illness that as I began to recover 
it was necessary that l should look after my own businl-SS mat
ters first, and consequently had no tin1c to write to friends .. t-c. 

lly he.11th has so itnpro\·~d that I an1 at work a~rain. 1 gain 
strength \"er~· slow. bµt m~· general health is the best it has bL-en 
for 20 years. lly si;.:ht bas so in1pro\"t:d that I can~ to read 
the very tint.'St print without the aid of gla~es. :\I y mind is 
stronger and 111y memory better titan e\·er before. 1 would $:1~

furthcr that I an1 n1ore inclinl.-cl to use this \\·orld as a loose gar
m~nt th:in e,·cr before. There was -two weeks of n1~- sickness 
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that I was unconscious of anything that was going on. I remem
ber James and A. J. Sparr -when they came and I thought I would 
love to hear James pray once more. '""hich you did, (I am told) 
but I do not remember of hearing you. From that time on, for 
nearlv two weeks. is a blank in mv life. as I cannot remember - . 
anyone or anything. R:1chel. I ba\"'e a faint recollection of you 
when you ca.me to my bed as you were starting- home. So it is; 
God has spared my life. and I feel that my sickness has been a 
great blessing to me: it has taken away a great deal of the dross 
and sourness from me and sweetened me up that I miJ,..irht he 
more useful, which I shall try to be. 

Xow perhaps l have ~riven you a much longer detail of myself 
than you care to read. Plea~ pardon n1e. 

Hattie Shelton ''"as buried last \V ednesday at .i p .. m. B .. G. 
Shinn preached the funeral sermon at their dwell in,:: it •·as an 
excellent discourse. Hattie \\"3S a good girl; v:as enga1red to be 
married to a very fine young man. :\I y own children have scat
tered off until onl~- llonon and Hcnny are ld'L Rachel is teach
ing in \Veils Co. and \\"illian1 near 1-'"ort \\"a~·nc. James is clc:rk
ing at Rirshbaum and \\. ciler·s. at $.?? per month. ·"s.,hel is 
working at his trade in Dundee. "fl1ey are all doing "·ell.. lk.11-
nv is still in the warehouse and 00..'1.rd~ at home. He thinks of .. 
going to Fon \Vayne to clerk in the fruit house soon. t:ncle 1-:d. 
is quite poorly \\"ith a cancer. He must ~n lea\"e this world. 
Bro James and family are well; also C. S. Leonard·s. Our church 
is in a \"ery p~perous condition at pn..-sent. )ly trade h."lS IM.-en 
very good this spring. I have sold a gn:-at deal of nur:;eTY stock. 
which has been a b'Tt:at hdp to us. 

Please excuse mv hastitv \\·ritten l..:tter and write or ten. . . 
Your brother. 

JoHS :\Ll-:XASUEK:• 

''HAkTFoK.u CIT\". lso.l' )larch 5. 188-1. 

Dt-:AR BR.o •• Sl~TF.ll ASD :StECE: 

I feel r&1thcr under obli;.:ation~ to write you a letter of con
sider.ible lenl,..rth. which you know i:: not n1y n1anner of \\".riting-. 
lty remarks will be directed to yutt. n1y dear sister. 

Our dear old t.:nde Edward has paS:-l.-d off the stage of action 
to tnr the unalterable la\\·s of etemit,.·. He died ,·crv suddenl'\" . . .. -
last Sunda.y. His remains were consignc::d to the cold ~,:eat 
Asbury t.napel yt.~terd:1y. to await its re-urrection. How im
por..ant to be r~uly. '\\"atch. thert:"fort!': for ye know not what 
bour your Lon! doth r.0111c.· Let us watch. l~t coming sudden I). 
he find us asll"ep. I cannot ~ri\"e ~-ou the particul:irs of rnr■tc·s 
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death. They telephoned from Dundee to us on llonday that he 
died on Sunday and W'as to be buried on Tuesdav about noon. 
\Ve made preparations to start early Tuesday morning, if the 
weather was not too cold: but the· thermometer being 10 belo~ 
zero. we did not go. So it is. dear brother and sister, we are rap
idly passing away and gathering somC\\·here else. I become al
most anxious at times to know more about the other world than 
I can possibly team here. Hut this life is only a :.pan: like a -ra
por soon passes away and is gone. Short as this life is it is the 
life that we can honor and glorify God most in. Then how im
portant it is that •·e try to plea-,e the Lord in all our ways. Sol
omon said: •If a man·s ways please the Lord he maketh even 
his enemies to be at p~ce with him: I am t'}ing to please the 
Lord,. not merely that my enemies may be at peace with me. but 
that I may glorify him. Our children were all well the last we 
heard from them. \Villiam is still in Dakota. doing well. Ra
chel is teaching; does not come home only every three or four 
weeks. Her school "'·ill be out the last of this month. ."5ahel is in 
Xew Cumberland. working at his trade. He and his wife are 
getting along well. She is a good •·oman. James is still in the 
same store. and gets good wages. He is a good clerk. Benny 
is at home this "·inter: has rented his part of the warehouse to 
\Vinters. llonon is in school and \\"ill get into the highest room 
next year if he Ji,,.es. )lelis..Q's and my o"·n health has not been 
very good all winter. Charleys· are all as weJI as usual. l·lanie 
is no better, but is gradu:dly growing n1on: helpless. James and 
famil)· are "·ell.- Cncle Edward"s famil)· are all well. Poor old 
Aunt. God bless her the few da\·s she mav stav here. Should like . . . 
to kno"· if you had any late \\·ord from Juli:i. :md \\"here she i:; 
now and "·hen she will be at hon1e. ~la)· her life be spared that 
she may return safe home. has been my prayer for 5 years. Do 
vou know whether Kate Con.· "·ent or not? \\•e do not see anY-. . . 
thing in the Ad,·ocate about her. 

\Ve had a big re\"h·al here this winter. Our church debt is ~ll 
paid. and the church n~\"er was in so prosperous a r:ondition as 
now. \\. e will orc,.rdmze the county into a temperance county 
soon. Your brother, 

JoHS ALEXAXI>Ek." 

The follo\\·ing is from one of his true friends and co
\\"Orkers at llartford Cit,": . 

•·I remember John Alexander affc:ctionatc:l~· .. as n1y co-labon:r 
on the official boanl of Gr.ice ll. E. church, Hartford City. Iud. 
He \\■a:; very exact and careful in all his reports. but especi:111~· so . . 



in regard to the s1>iritual welfare of his class. In this report he 
was accustomed to go into minute and interestin,r details. His 
faithfulness in regard to the discharge of his duty also made a 
strong impression. Often after a hard day·s \\"Ork be would make 
great efforts to be present at all meetings w-bere duty seemed to 
call him. Another pe!culiarity of Bro. John was his great self 
sacrifice. He in \·ariahly appeared in plain clothes ~o that he 
might ha\"e more to gi\"'c. and also to show to all that he •-as a 
pattern of Chri~tian life. 

\\"hen his death was announc~ad to ine it imprc:s~cd me so deep
ly that my- thoughts were up1>n his life for S~\"cral days. I "~ 
most dec1>ly touched by his ad,:ice and kindl~ \1,·ords the las: 
time I saw hirn. He knc\\'' well the efforts w~ were making to c..-d
ucate our children, and he then referrc:d to his O\\"D S.'1.<9ritices in 
this dirc..-ction. •At one time; he said. ·I was much in debt on this 
account and scarcel\" knew how to act nor what to do. lh· con-- -tidence in f'..od, howe\"er, in all this "·as steadfasL In a few years 
the children were all useful and honored member.- of soch.~\·,and 
I felt amply repaid: He told n1e t.o look UJ> and •·ork. and a.II 
would come out well. At this time I m1:ch r~gr~ that the proper 
data is not at hand fron1 "·hich I could write a proper sketch of 
thi:; humble, godly man. 

There is one other point to "·hich I must refer before this lit de 
sketch is closed. That is his sterling business integrity. John 
Alexander's word ,\·as as good as gold in the business circles 
\\·here he was known. ~o higher commendation of his charac
ter could be gh·en than this. He "·ent down to his gr:n·c hon
ored and bt:lo,·\.~ b~· all who knew hirn. Through the: amazing 
mercy of God I hop~ to n1eet him in hea\"cn. 

Gn'encastle, Ind. E.T. CHAFFF.1-::· 

• B. G. Shinn. of Hartford City. a La\\·ycr of high 
standing and a man \\·ell kno,\·n for his intelligence. 
ability· and n1any noble qualities. has ah\·ays been a 
member of the;: san1c church and \\·as also one of bis 
best friends for tnanv ,·cars. The,· \\"t:re closch· attached - - - . . 
and in 1-lartford \\"orked hand in hand tog\:ther. To 
his men1ory he has \\·rittcn the follo\,·ing beautiful 
tribute: 

•-To write a trihut~ to the memory of a friend highl~· t.-ste~necl 
is at once a l:ibor of Iovt: and a labor of difficult\·. l >f John Al
exander mu~h might be said. and the impulses sprin~ring from an 
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unbroken friendship of many yea.rs would lead to extended eulo
gy. But the limited space that I may reasonably claim not only 
suggests but imperativdy exacts great bre\"'ity. 

l\ly acquaintance with him began somewhere near thirty years 
ago, when we occasionally n1et at quarterly meetings on the 
llontpelier circui~ which tbcn included not les:; than six appoint
ments or classes. One of the first of these occasions that I can 
distinctly remember was a 01eeting a.t :\sbury Chapel. W"here be 
belonged. where mysdf. my father and a number of others from 
different parts of the circuit were entenained and lodg-ed by him 
on Saturday night; quite a nun1ber having to be pro\·ided with 
beds spread upon the door of the lo;: house in which he then re
sid~. The labor and expense of this "·holesale entenaioment 
of brethren and sister:; attending the meeting- from a distance 
was not considered at all burdensome by himself and his excel
lent •·ife: on the contrary. thc:ir hospit.·ditie.~ ''"'ere extended 
cheerfull)·, generousl)· and ht.-anilr. I i:t.'fflem~ of seeing him 
again in the summer of 18.58 at a two-da)·s basket meeting held in 
the gro,·c just south of the \"illage of :\latamoras. l)uring the din
ner hour on Saturday in con1,·ersa:ion with my father, be express- · 
eel his opinion \"'Cry -freely of the infa1nous attcm1,t then n:cent
lv made by the majority in Congress to force Kansas into the un
ion as a sla,·e state under the: Lccomptcr Constitution. o"·er the 
well known and indignant!)· expressed opposition of an o,·er
•·belming majority of her citizens. I only met him occasional-
1)·, ho\\·e,·er. until he ~can1e a resident of Hartford City. From 
that time on, our acquaintance assumt:d the character of a close 
and intin\,.'l.te fric:ndship. I felt that in hin1 I had a friend in 
whom I could repose full cont'idence, that feeling grew· and 
itrengthened as the years passc:d by: alas~ how speedily the~· 
pass ... ad, and bow quickly they were gone. He seemed to feel 
~uite an interest in n1e and in n1y w1:Jfare and success generally. 
He n1ade n1~ one of his confidential ad,;scrs. and often consult
ed me {reel y about his personal and business matters. He man
ifested. grl!at kindn~s of heart. and his syn1pathies were easily 
c:nlisted. \\"hen any of his neighbors were sick he seemed ready 
and anxious to tender tbc111 any ser,·ice in bis power. 

I shall nc,·er for~et his aln1ost daily and always welcome \"isits 
to 1ne during a tem1 of sc,·cre illnt.-ss in the autu111n of 1875. lt 
was his good fortune to poss<..~ the rare ta£t of n1aking himself. 
on the occasion of such visits, both useful and agreeable. His 
visits anti tninistration::; ne,·cr became tiresou1~, but \\·ere al\\·ays 
welco111c and ref n."Sbin~. 

In this brief tribute 1 cannot even tnention all his tr.tits of char-
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acter that desen·e comn1endatory notice. A brief reference to 
t\\"O or three of them must suffice. One of them was faithful
ness. This was manifested in his church r~lations and religious 
duties. He wa~ no rcli~rious wea.then·ane, home about here and 
there, in thi; direction and that, by the ever changing currents of 
the breezes, nor was he a drifter, tloa.ting on the devious and ur.
certain currents of the tide. He was religious and sc:n·ed his 
~laker from principl.:. From n1~· knowl ... -dgc and obsen·arion of 
him I concluded that as a rule \\"hen he was absent from either 
the preaching ~n,.ice, the pmyt:r meeting, the class n1eeting or 
the Sund."l\"' school, his absence was occasion~ b,.. sicknc.-ss or - -
some other circumstance equally as excusable. He wa."i faithful 
to his family, and put forth all his ener~ic..-s. n1ental and 1,hysic.'1.I. 
in promoting the interc!Sts and pro"·idin1-: for the wclfar~ of those 
he dearh· loved. He wa"i faithful to his fril.-nds. faithful in the . 
fulfilment of all his engag~"fflents, and faithful in his con'\"ictions 
of right. • 

Another characteristic •·as eamestncss. His inflexible rule of 
action u·as emhodic..•d in the di""inc: prt.~ept: •\\"hatso~,-er thy 
hand findeth to do. do it "·ith a might: In whatever he 1."llgaged 
he expected to do his full part and share. and h~ did it •·ith alac
rit')·. \Vith him life was a stern and e111incntly practical reality •. 
He was no romantic, speculath·e visionary. To tile realn1 of 
dreamy sentin1cntalit~· he was a total strnn;:er. In the= battles of 
life he ~ent directh· to the front. into the thickest of the conflict, . 
and ne,·er contemplated defeat or failure. He did nothing by 
halves. In his .stin1:uion whate\·er was \\"Orthy of bdng done 
at all •·a~ worthy of bcin;.: well done. He was also a man of 
good mental caliber. Thou~h deficient in ~chol:trship. he u-a., 
yet a close, acth·e student. and his reasoning facultic:s "·ere of ;i 
high order. Had be been engagt:d in a profes~ion that requir.:d 
public speaking he would h,l\·e achie\·ed distinction in that line. 
I remember at least t\,·o ocCa$ions during the protractc..~ meeting 
held a. ft:,,.. \\"eeks before his death, when he deli,..ered exhorta.
tions that were characterized b,· a h~~h order of abilitv. He . ·- . 
spoke with a fluency of language and a power and pertinence of 
thought quite unusual for one not a professional public ~p~akcr. 

I ha\"e thus brit!tl~· ad\·crted to ron1e of his char.t.cteristics that 
impressed me durins the period of lll}" ac,1 uaintancc wil.h hint. 
In regarding hint :ts one of God's nohlen1cn I think 1 :im not t:x
travaganL I would not be understood a-; claimin:,: for him entire 
exemption front hun1an frailtit:S. I believe I n1a~· bt: pardon~ 
for refening to \\"hat s"'~n1cll to 1ne to be his principal faihng, an 
error not of the heart but of the head. the result of an imp;!rfL"C-
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tion of the judgment. and not of a perverse inclination of the 
heart. He exacted too much of the physical man. He did not 
seem to r~.1.liz~ that his splendid and vigorous constitution might 
1,ri,..e •~Y and brc2k do\\'·n under the bunlc:ns in1p~ed upon it. A 
m~ure of rest, of physical recreation, and relaxation from tbe 
strain of constant toil e,.en at the exp.:nse of leaving some nec
essary work undon~, would doubtless have been \\ise in him. and 
might, possibly, bave added years to his term of life. He cer
tainly exemplified the maxim that it is better to wear out than to 
ru:;t OUL 

But his work is done, and now, life"s fitful fe..-er being over, he 
rests well. How long- that silent and profound rest shall endure 
God only knO\\"S. But at the voice of the archan;.:cl and the 
trump of C..od. with his accu:nomed alacrity he "ill n .. "Sponcl to 
the omnipott.~t call and go joyf uily into the prc:sence of our Sa
vior whom he trustc:d and in whom he bclie,·ed. And then, in the 
region where the inhabitants never say they arc sick, and "·here 
fatigue and wearine~s arc: unknown, his imn1ortal po\\"ers will be 
dc:\"otc.-d to the dclightf ul and lo\·ing s..:nrice of the King eternal:• 

The t,,·o follo\,·ing letters from his former pa~tor arc 
full of gooc.l and bcautif ul truths \\·hich can but long be 
remembered: 

"R1cH110~0. l~o., April 21, 1886. 
DEAk SISTER ALEXASDER. ,t FA111L\·: 

Your letter and nioney order can1e to hand. It did not mat
ter about the n1one). \\. e did not care for the expenst.~; \\"e •·ent 
up because of our long and happy acquaintance and strong at
tachn1ent to your dear husband and his family that he Jo,.·ed so 
1nuch. An1ong the nu1.ny good and true men tbat I ha,·e found in 
roy Jong ministry: I h:n·e found none in "·hon1 I could more heart
il\· and fullv confide than 1 could in vour dear husband. How the . "' . . 
pastor appreciatl~ such tru~ and faith£ ul fncnds to \\·hom he can 
go in times of troublt: and care and deep anxiety. and "·ho \\"ill 
not only coun~el and ath·ist:' with tin: pastor, but who will e,·en 
ht:Ip bear hi~ troubles and rc::-ponsibilitit:S. 0 how he encouraged 
111-: when I had trouble. and ho\,. true his words were. and ho\\· 
con1plctc:ly tht."y han: been fultilh..-d. He was a 111an of excell~nt 
judgn1~nL Oho,,· you all will n1iss his good judgn1ents. his coun
sc:ls and his ad,·ice. But ren1e111ber he is at rt.-st. at bon1c. Jesus 
bad net:d of him and has takc:n bin1 to himself. He is free f ron1 
all pain and ca.re: and anxi.!ty. He lo,·etl his ten1porar}· borne 
hc:r~ n1ost dearl~·. but h.: h:LS a n1uch better one abo,·e: a house 
not niade \\"ith hands. eternal in the hc-.i\·ens: 6an inheritance in-



corruptible, undefiloo. and that fadeth not away: \\" ell, since he 
had to go, I am glad that such was his life that he w-ill be missed 
everywhere; in the church, in the community, but most of all in 
his familv. llan'\"' lh·e so thev are scarce!'\"' missed an\,·hete, e,·en . - . . -
in their families; but qot so \\"ith him. I hop~ tbe boys will so lh·-! 
that \\"hen the\" arc called a,\9:t\" that, like their lather. the\" will - . . 
be missed every\Vhere. I sent a notice of his death to the .:\d,:o-
cate. I think it will come out nest wec:k n1ost likely. \Ve W'Cre 

very som- indc:ed that \\"illiam did not get there in time to see 
his fatht..-r. It must ha,:e been a source of deep affliction to bim .. 
\\" e were anxious that all the children should be tht..'Tc: and sc.."t! a 
faithful, true father for the last time until the momin~ of the res
urrection. I eamc:stly d~ire that the "children \\"ill so li\"'e that 
\"OU ma,... make an unbroken famil\"' in hca\"en. - . . 

Give our \"Cry kindc..-st regards and be~st "·ishc..~ to the ~"S and 
Rachel, and accept a large share yoursel!. Regards to all the 
friends. The Lord bless "'Ou and "'our famih·. . . .. 

Yours truly, X. GILL-\ll. 

P. S. l .. et Rachel read this letter to Bro. and Sister llark!e 
and an,· others that ,·ou ma\" desire. . . . 

\V. G. ALEXASDF.R. 

La Grace, Dakota. 
ll\· DEAR :FRIESD: 

Your friends, X. ,\• J. A. G1LLA11:· 

.. RICHllO~I>. l~J>., 1>1..~. 1-1, 1886'. 

Your ,·en· kind and 1.\"elcome letter is at hand. and I ha .. ~ten .. 
to repl)·. Your undertakin~ to collect and preser\·e in substan-
tial form. all you can. in conn1..~tion \\"ith the: use£ ul and happy 
life,. and unblen1ished ch.-iracter of y9ur dear father. for the pres
ent benefit and satisfaction of his fan1ily and fnends, and for 
future reference by bis posterity, is certainly \·ery co111mendablc:, 

.. praise"·orthy and important. Xo doubt n1uch that was ,·aluabh: 
and important in the li\·es and charnctcr of de\·ott.-d Christian 
parents has been lost to their families and friends bc::cause tlu:sc 
facts were not recorded wlu:n they were acct.assible. and in after 
years when they were desirt:d and would h:l\·e accomplished 
great good and afford~d gr~at satisfaction to the friend~. the~: 
could not be outaincd. l \,·ill be glad to render ~-ou all the as
sistance I can in your work: but not cxp.:ctin~. to be called upon 
in this \\·ay. and ha\·ing made n~ r~cord of facts and events in 
his life dunng our acquaintance it will be hupos-sible for nu~. front 
n1emory, to gh·e a tithe of what is due from such a true Christian 
life and charc-ter. l lc and 1 \\"ere very intint:ite during my pastor
ate in Hartford Cit~·. and h~ con\·erst.~ :is f redy \\"ith n1e. per-
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haps, as be did wii.h anyone outside of his own family. I al\\-a')1; 

found him a noble, true. reliable man everywhere. and under all 
circumstances. He was a man of excellent judgment and great 
firmness and stability of character. The pastor could always de
p\..-nd on him for help. for counsel and advice in. church W.ork. 
How often have his pl~ant \\"'Ords of encouragemc:nt, of counsel 
and ad,;ice, his smile, his hearty shake of my hand, and the dc:ep 
interest he took in the church. encouraged and cheered my heart, 
amid labor and car~ and toil and discouragements. I can almost 
~ him in my imagination coming to his own door to meet n1e 
with bis plea..~t smile and chc.~rf ul countenance, to 1"'elcome me 
into his happy hon1e. • 

During my pastorate at Hanford we had a few fanatics in the 
church., who ga,;e us considerable trouble for a time: but your 
father always stood by n1e and the church. ne,;er swen.-ing for a 
momenL The intc:rc:sts of the church and the purity of its char
acter always lay YQ)· DQr his bean. Xothing pleased him betta 
than to see the church prosper and dourisb. F.or this he laboTc=d. 
toiled and prayed. lie wa.~ cb~s leader all the time: •·e were in 
that char~.:. 0 what clear. bright and encouraging testimony have 
1 heard from hin1 from Sabbath to Sabbath. He was not a de
spondent. gloomy Chri:stian: he al\\"ays looked on the bright side 
:ind carried sunshine and cheer into the church whenc\"er he en
tered it. He •·as also teacher of the n1anied ladies· bible class 
in the Sunday Schc,ol. Hi:; class "·as in its place at the right of 
the pulpit the day of the funeral. 0 how in1pres::.ive to see his 
class in its place, but thdr teacher who had served them so long 
and so faithfull)· lying ~fore them in the coffin. in the cold en1-
brace of death. ne,·er to spt:ak to thc:m or his f:iniily a.gain in thi:s 
world. Ho\\· deeply th~y felt and how muc~ tbe)· miSSt.acl hi111. 
His attachn1e1\t to bis £a.111ily was '\"c:ry strong, perhaps more so 
than n1ost n1cn. E::p..:cially was he anxious about his boys. as 
they \\"ere just bt:~rinning life for then1selvcs: he was anxious that 
they should be noble, honorable. Christi&m n1en. He has spoken 
to nit: oftt:n about the1n. and I ha\·~ heard hint speak of tt in 
class n1et:ting a fe"" times. His great anxiety \\"as that his chil
dren should all become real bible: Christians. 

He and I corrc~pon<lt:d aftt:r we left Hartford City until he was 
unable to write •. lly last lc:tter rt:ached him but a short tinu: be
fore his atiliction. I le trit.-d a ti:uc or two to an~wcr it, but could 
noL In all of his letters h~ spoke so kindly and affectionately of 
his fa111ily. antJ, \\"ottld often sp~:1k of all the children by nanu: 
and tell \\·hen: the~· were and wh:1t they \\"Cre doin~. 

He \\"35 an honorable man in the con1n1unity "·here he li\·ed. 
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in the business world, in the church and in his family. Children, 
your father left you a treasure ,vorth mon: than gold and sil\"'er, 
pearls and dian1onds. He left you an un~potted Christian char
acter that none can ~rainsay. 0, what a treasure! what a theme 
for thought and reflection for his children through life: and ,\"hat 
an example has he It.it, of indu~try, of intt..,:rity and stria bon\..-s
tv, and of a true unblemisht!<l Christian cha.ract~r. Shall not all -· of his children follow his noble Christian example? .-\mong the 
last w~rds of Da\"id to hit cton Solomon W"ere these: • • .:uid thou my 
son Solomon kno"· thou the God of thy fathers and serve Hin1 
\\"ith a p;:rf ect heart and with a willing mind, for the Lord sc:arch
eth all hearts and understandeth all the in1;1~inations of ·the 
thoughts: if thou seek him he will be found of thee: but if thou 
forsake him he will ca~t thee off forc~er.' Ho,\" appropriate and 
impressi,:e ~uch langu~gc from a father to a son. SolC'n1on "·as 
about to take the J>l. _e of his father. and gn..-at r<.-sponsibihtie.; 
were soon to rest upon him. Da\·id felt that Solomon was not 
full)· prepared e\·en for the duties and re:-p~nsibilities of tbis life 
without true piety: hence his language. ·Know thou the: (;ocl of 
thy fath_er: Dear young 1n\..-n you are about to take the place of 
your father, at least in the business world, and I hope you "·ill 
soon do so in the church. You. as well as Solomon ha\·e need to 
know the God of ,·our father: that is the God vour father served - -so many )·ears, and found so much pleasure and delight in his 
sen-ice. You are not full~· prepared e,·en for the duti~ and re
tponsibilities of this life "'ithout Vi\"ine grc1ce and Dh·ine hel1>. 
And much lc=ss will you be prepared. "'ithout tllis grace. for a 
pure and hol)· hc:n·cn, where all is pure and holy. "·here nothing 
that defileth can enter. •·here doubtlt:ss your s:,inttd f athc:r is: 
and it n1a.y be, if )"OU all follow his example. that he may be p.:r
mittcd to introduce vou one bv ont: into that land "·here ~he: in-. . 

-•habitants shall ne\·er Sin· the\· are sick-that land that he used to . -
talk so much a.bout in ~he church. 

It is certainl~· a source of great pleasllre and delight, not only 
to his fa1nily but to th~ \\'hole church, to know that we ha,·~ such 
"·orthy examples of true piet~· in the church. 

Yours ven· truh·. • 
·:s. GiLLAla .. •· 

This next letter \\·as \\·ritten hy his ~i~tcr, :\unt Bet
ty I.conard.. She ,,·as ,,·ith him ,·cry n1uch in n1cctings 
and often talks of the last titne and ho,,· in1prcssi\·c his 
,,·ords \\·ere at that time. She ,,·as also a n1cn1bcr of 
his Sunda\· School class. The class consisted of a num-• 



her of elderly women. and on the day of the funeral 
they \\·ere in the church in their places as usual. A 
number of them ha\"'e contributed bcautifull,· to his -memory. They are all gh·en bclo\\·: 

"HARTFORD CITY, Xo\". 18, 188g. 
l)F.AR. XEPHEW: 

I embrace the \"'Cry first opportunity since receiving your 
very welcome letter, of aD.'iW'ering it. l-Iattie and I "·ent out to 
the reunion when they all met to fix up the gra\"es. It was a 
lovely day and a large number gathered there and made the 
little old country gra,:eyard look lovely indcc.-d. There lay my 
father, mother and brother, all silent and still fore1:er, and onl\"' a .. 
fe•· feet fron1 them lay Uncle Ed. I thought of the years 1,ast, 
when the l\\"O brothers came to the "·ild west. then a wilderness, 
with their families to take their chances for an education; your 
father only a boy, but full of ambition and hope ever since I can 
remember, which ne,·er left him even in declining years. as you 
know; hoping always for a glorious future for his family in "this 
life and in c:temity; holding on with an iron grip not to be shook 
off with the cares and disaJtJJOintn1ents of life. His whole lire·s 
aim was for his children. He seemed to set much store b'\" vou. .. . 
Your faults were ,·~ry small in his sight, and your ,·irtues very 
great. He never had a child do "·ron~ but "·hat he found an ex
cuse for then1 in so111e way or other. He n1ight have been at fault 
in teaching his farnil~· in znany things. but he .-a~ mostly correct. 

He came to Hartford City Se\·eral yc:lrs ago, stri\·ing to be 
somebody. and notwithstanding his lin1itt."tl education and some
\\"h:tt old style \\-:tys. he h:td no trouble in going in the '-"Ct"Y best 
company.and held hitnself there until death took hin1 out of their 
1nidst. Yet he is often ~pnkcn of by 1nany. Only a few Sundays 
·ago ~on1eonc C'allt.~ for his fa\·oritc hyn1n to be sung in the class 
roon1. After it was sung m~n~· got up and ~poke of him until 
the who!~ hom;\! was 111cltt!d down in tears. Follow his teaching 
and you will not go far astray. Your aunt, 

C. E. LEoSARo:· 

.. Brother Ai~xandt:r ~cn·ed faithfully as our Sabbath school 
teacher front the tin1c he took the class until the illnc~s o\·ertook . 
hint "·hich cau:;t:d his death. As a teacher he was lo\·ed b~· each 
men1bcr of his cla~:;. He \nlS kind. patient and re:1dy to answer 
if po~sihle any <}Ul"Stion we were to ask bitn. As :1 111:in he was 
lo\"t!d by each cittzen. for be ,,·:L~ noble. kindt hont:st and socia
ble. As a Christian he li\"ed true to his proft.-ssion. ah\"ays acting 



BJUUJ-lc-1.1' 111,.. 

promptly. He \\"as a regular attendant at church. and a very 
prominent member. He u.c15 a good class leader. 

\\·e cannot say one word against Bro. Alcxandt!r. He was al
\\"ays kind and true to us. Since dc:i.th has sc,·c:rcd him f ron1 us 
we miss him in our Sabbath school. class. the church, the cla.~s 
room and in the prayer met.~ing; but w-e shall meet him. W'ith th~ 
Jo,...ed ones gone. on the other and better shore. 

ll kS. J. C.-\~1\\"'F..LL:· 

••I cheerfull\" add a few lines to the book of me1non- of our es-. ., 

teemed brother, John Alexander, W'bo wa.~ our tc:acher in Sab-
bath school so long. lie was al\\"ays kind and patient as a teach
er, always \\·iIIing to t~ch and be: t."1.ught. He often talked on 
the subject of religion. and of the trials of this life, and of the 
home of the bk-sL Fron1 his teachings and cun,:ers.1tion and 
daily life we beJic,...c he had a ve11· rich rc:li~iou~ exp~ricncc. \\. e 
have often heard him exhort sinners to come to Christ and b.: 
saved, and we expect to meet him wht.Te there is no sickness. no 
sorrow or trial. and "·here we \\"ill prais~ our Redeemer for~\"~r 
and ever. ..\~:- I •• I. ,·o:-s~·· 

••Of m\".brother in Christ I am so SOIT\" to sa\· fare\\·ell forc:\·er - - . 
in this \\"Orld: but soon we ~ill mc:et again. I can but say: Thy 
""ill be done, 0 Lord. ..\s a Sunday school teacher his scr,·ice:; 
"·ere greatly ,·alued. In business Bro. Alexander met \\"ith that 
gradual success which naturally re,,·ards the Christian integrity. 
His beautiful Christian life. what a con1fort for tho~ that sur\"h·e 
him~ His days are past. bis purposes are broken off. because 
man gocth to his long hotne:. ~be sil\"er cord be broken. or the 
golden bo,d be broken. and dust has returned. to earth as it was 
and the spirit is with God \\·ho ga,·e it. 

ll}· prarer to God is that u-e all n1a,· be read)· when the Son of 
llan con1eth. There i:s. a city that the inhabit.."l.nts shall nc,·cr 
sav: I am sick . . 

lt RS. A. B. STOl"T :· 

••\\·c:: in1agin~ the writer n1ust ha\·c had just such a pt:rson as 
our ntuch respected Sunday school teacher. llr. John Alexander. 
in mind when he wrote the following \"erscs: 

A llark the ri~htcou:; n1an and St!c • 
Peace and joy his step:; attend: 

.. .\11 his path is purity. 
Happ~· is his end. 

Come and :;ce hi~ dyin;.: bc:u. 
Pc:acefully his n1011u~nts roll: 



Angels ho,·er ·round his head. 
Heal"'en n.acei\"'es his soul . 

. 
COJ11e and \"'i~ !tis mortal_ gra\·e; 

Silence and repose are there; 
Xa·er more shall sorro"··s ''"'a,·c: 

Disturb the slumberer: 
:\lkS .. EI .. LA CLAPPER:• 

--1 was a member of ~our father·s Sabbath school class for six . . 
vcars. He was alwa\"'s faithful and kind. and I think his dailv - .. .. 
walk uc15 in the fear and lo\"'e ot C~.. He is gone and j.rrea.tly 
missed in the community, and by his friends and relati\"'es; 
missed in the church in ,\"hich he has been so long connected: 
missed in the Sabbath school. and especially missed in his fam
ilv. •Blessed a.re the dead which die in the Lord from hence-.. 
forth: Yea. saith the Spirit. that thc..•y may rc..-st from their troub-
les; and their '\\"~rks do follow thcm■--Re\"'. 1.i:13-

ll~s. ll .. J. CRAn:· 

•· Brother Alexander was mv Sabboth school teacbC1" for a nu·m
bcr or )"ea~. I feel that I -·as greatly bencfitc:d spiritualh·. by 
his teachings. He was always plc.-asant and kind. and took 
great p:uns to instruct us. and ansu■cr all of our questions. ·1 
believe he ""as a good Christian man. He always seemed to be 
happy and friendly "·hene'\"er -■e would meet him. He al"·ays 
stood up for the: right, and was highly esteemed by all of his 
class. and all others. · 

llas. J. P. \V1sT1-:Rs■-· 

·••Let the \\"Ords of mv mouth and the n1editation of n1,· heart .. ~ 

be acceptable in th~- si~ht, 0 Lord, my strength and my redee111-
er:-Psalms 19:1.i • 
. •But I ha\·e trusted in thy mere~·: n1y _heart sha.11 rejoice in thy 

sah·ation."-Psalms 13:5. 
Brother Alexander. when in du: buoyanc~- of life, made prepa

ration for dc:ath. and tht! abo\"C quotations \"t!~- :q.,propriatc.:ly and 
tn1thfully portrav the language of his heart. He endeared hin1-
~elf to bis class by his fer¥ent religious con¥ictions.. 

llas. J. ll. I!rcKllAS." 

•·\\lien on Ont! day of life the n1om was dawnin~, 
And the minds front unseen spaces blown: 

Hark~ the distant ,·oict.-s calling. 
A11~el:-- whispering ~uur brother·s con1e: 

llks. llAkG.\kET Lu-.:nER.". 



I
_., ,-
"\\"e meet and part while sailing down life•s ri\"er, and slo\~ly 

the years glide by. )IRS. Ht:Tc1n:sso:s:· 
.. Sen·ant of God. "·ell done: 

Rest from th,· loved emplo\": 
The ba.ttle fou~hi, the ,·icf ry "·on, 

Enter thy llaster·s joy. 
Soldier of Christ. \,·ell done; 

Prai5'! be tll\· new emplo\": 
And. while: eternal aJttS nan., . 

Rest in thy Sa,·ior·s joI:· 

For us. still on earth. the foregoing thoughts. mcmo
rie:i and opinions ba,·e been penned. \ \·itb these and 
hi~ O\\·n recorded \\·ords before the reader, much ma\· be .. 
kno\\·n and remembered of my father. John .:\lcxandcr. 
his staunch. un,\·a\·cring friend~hip. bis high value of 
friends. his warm heart. his high aspirations. his dc,·ot
ed lo,·e for his iamily, his contempt for everything 
mean, lo\,·. intrigueing or dishonest. I le inhcr~tcd 
nothing but an honorable parentage and a splendid 
physique. It is difficult for those \\·ho ha,·c not had 
the special ad\·antages of the schools in c~rly lif c ·to 
gain a reputation for mental culture and intellectual 
attainments. but it is sufficient to say that \\·hatc,·cr po
sition he occupied. he ,,·as ah,·ays in the front of those 
of his rank. His intellcctualitv consisted essentiall\· - .. 
in his strong reason. his *ound judgn1<."nt. his ,·igorous 
and \\-antl imagination and his comprcbcnsi\·c under
standing. He resembled not so much the beautiful riv-

. er \\·hose strcan1 \\·in<ls through rich and ,·aried scenery. 
but that \\"hich cuts a deep and rapid channel through 
rugged rocks. His ,,·as a changeless sincerit}·, ne,·er 

· in n1asqucradc, ne\·cr in disguise. · I-le ,,·as as you sa,,· 
him. His character and appearancc9 \\·ere ah\·ays in 
close proxin1ity. 1-1 c ,,·as an open and an honorablt: f oc. 
So1nc n1cn ha,·c bra\·c souls in CO\\·ar<lh· bodies: he: had .. 
a triple courage \\" hich in1partcd to him in1n1cnsc 
strength. I lis physical bra,·cry knc:,\· no fear. and his 
n1oral beroisn1 \\","t...; sublime. 1-Ic thou~ht for hitnsclf 
and ~poke \\·bat be thought. I-le \\·as loyal to his o,,·n 
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conscience. Friendship could not deter him: enemies 
could not make him afraid. He \\~ never idle. never 
behind time, and .. ~ ever left a stone unturned." Loy
alty to duty \\"as his standard of manhood. He had 
pride of charactt:r and po\,·er of passion: he was sensi
tive and high spirited: and there \\·ere times when his 
ardent temperament mastered his self control. The 
passions of lo\·e. joy. hope. desire. grief hatred and 
anger \\·ere strong in him.. His grief \\"as intense, and 
his hatred inveterate .. This was the key to the W'armth 
of his friendship and the bitterness of his enmity. 

It is not strange that a father. being a self made man 
and possessing such strong and positive characteris
tics, clearly defined aims and purposes in life. and with 
the deepest interest at heart in the ,velf~re of his chil
dren, should form in them fixed and lasting impres
sions of the unmistakable characteristics of himself. 
\Ve do not, \\"C cannot forget him. · To me hi~ daily 
life with all his characteristics and habits are as clearly 
and vividly before me as \,·hen I \\"as with him. Per
sonally he \\·as my counsel and my adviser up to his 
last sickness. In his death \\"e lost a strong support 
and a safe counselor. Ho"· little \\·e realized his value 
to us, his concern and his interest in our \,·elfare, until 
after he \\"as gone ! Ho,\· much \\"e no,,· treasure up 
his oft repeated ,vords of advice, his lessons of econ
omy, and his personal sacrifices for his children ! 

His methods and habits of industry in attending his 
work ana caring for \\·hat he had are still seen in his 
own hand n1arks about the ho1nestead. He \\·as an ar
dent believer in °early to bed and early to rise," and 
he practict:<l it. I-le toiled daily, not. as he said. for 
himself, but that he might lca\·e son1ething. ...-\bout 
that home mav be seen on e\·cn.· side e\·idences of hi:a - -
\\·atchful care. But the hand that e\·er led us carefully. 
so long; the fa.n1iliar ,·oict: so \\·ell rcn1cn1bered; that 
strong arm. our support for many years. all are gone 
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from us fore\·er. But his precepts are left us to sen.re 
as a lamp by \Vhich our feet are guided. Through the 
darkness and gloom that rests over his tomb a light is 
constantly shining. 1\ll his life he \\·orked clcaringout 
a path for us to \valk in through life. \Vhilc I li\·e I 
want habitually to turn to his recorded ,vords and learn 
from his code of morals and his tireless devotion to 
11."'hich I was so long an eye ,vitness.. i-:ver since I can 
remember his great concern was to be ready for death. 
lie talked so encouragingly about it. \\"hen I stood 
beside his gra,·c I thought of the many times he had 
talked to me about that star of hope that \Vas the light 
to his path\\·ay a~ he toiled and journeyed on. naan~: 
times wean.· and burdened ,vith care. Before us arc - . 
these precept~. these e\·idences of his great anxiety for 
our temporal and eternal \\"elfarc. \Ve travel but a lit
tle while longer and ,,·e too come to the bridge. 

]t is a venerable saying of scripture that ··the day of 
a man's death is better than the day of his birth.'. For 
the last fe,v months. and up to the ,·ery hour \\·hen in 
stillness of the holy Sabbath his soul left our presence. 
nc,·er was he more earnest. ne,·er \\·ere his eloquence: 
and po,\·ers n1ore effectual and con,·incing; and in the 
last hours. though incapable of utterance. his count(.._ 
nance clearly portrayed contentment and peace. 

"A life, though :sow it seems LO:SG, is soo:s 1u·:s; 
· llingled "·ith THOR:SS and FLOWERS, E:SDS as it REGt::s:· 

In person John .A.lexander ,vas ~hysically a strong 
man. He \\·as erect, square shouldered, and just six 
feet tall in his stocking feet. His \\·eight \\·as from 180 

to 190 lbs. 1-Iis arm \\·as large, strong and bra,\·ny, and 
his grip so firn1 that in shaking hands he ahvays made 
himself readily- kno,\·n by- his hearty squeeze. His 
,,ctlk \\·as fast and erect, and on meeting a friend he 
\\■as ah,-ays ready first ,,·ith a joke. l lis hair \\·as black. 
or of a dark brO\\'ll, and "·as straight; bis eyes blue. 
mixed \\·ith grar. and his beard sandy-. He \\·ore his 
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beard t\\·o or three inches long, and ah\·ays sha,·ed his 
upper lip on Saturday evening. He had very fe,v if 
any gray hairs yet at his death .. His teeth \\"ere still 
all sound and in plac_c. and his ey-esight ,vas good for 
his age. but his memo11· had grown defective. His 
voice \\·a.-; ah\"ays clear, distinct and full of empha.~is. 

The photos of Father and llother. in the middle of 
. the book. represent them correctly at the time they 

were taken-his at the age of 58 or 59, hers at 59 or 6o. 
~fothcr still has her home at Hartford Citv, and 

--
1 ivc..-s there a part of the time. During the summer of 
'88 she took a trip to Kansas and on to Durango. Colo. 
and spent some months in the Rocky mountains. ,·isit
ing her brother and some of her children. Her health 
was greatly impro\·ed by this trip. Jn '9.0 she took an
other similar trip. ~topping at Den\·er. She has for 
many years been in poor health. Her ambition to 
\\"Ork and to care for her whole family as they gre,v up 
has been a hea,·y tax upon her physical system: and 
yet she is not content to be idle. ..-\11 along their jour
ney through life she contributed her full share to\\·ard 
the rearing and the support of a large family. Her 
hands ,vere ne,·er idle. for she found pleasure in toil
ing early and late. X ot only \\·ere the cares. responsi
bilities and burden-bearing of so\\·ing the seed in the 
household borne b,· her, but in the earlv da\"S she often -- . . 
,vent into the field. and under the heat of the day 
helped there in so,,·ing and in reaping. The incidents 
of her life on thejarm arc many. \\·hich memory \\·ill 
never deface. They are such as '\\·ere common to many 
in that day; mingled \,·ith joy. pride and pleasure \\·ere 
also anxictr and grief. 

She had the good fortune to raise all of her children 
to manhood and \\·01nanhood. \ Yith the meager ad,·an-. 
tages of a country life her fan1ily ,,-as trained princi
pally at hon1c. and \\·as seldotn out of her sight except 
\\"hen in school. Thus the early training in this home 



was of a pure and \\"holesome character. Her great 
concern and over anxiety for the \\·ell being of her 
famil\" has ah,·a,·s been manifest and is still the chief - - . 
subject among the temporal things that engage her mind 
and· time. She is. ho,\"e,·er, a mother to all \\·hom she 
meets, ever readv to sacriricc an\· of her O\\"D comforts . - . 
and pleasures to a.-;sist any needy one. Since girlhood 
her life has been that of a continued, consistant, faith
ful Christian, faithful in her daily prayers. taithful in· 
her contributions and faithful to any duty coming up
on her. Of late years her great study and delight is in 
her bible and in her \\·orship \\·ith Christian people. 
She lives in that constant abiding faith, in that peace
ful obedience to God's will that assures the faithful 
contentment in this life, peace in the hour of death and 
a rich inheritance in the life eternal. Rccentl,· she has -made herself a temporary home at l ... a,\"rence. Kansas. 
near her relatives.. ~lost of the time of her remaining 
years ,vill be passed "·ith the families of her children. 

"A mother is a mother still; the holiest thing alive.·· 

To them were born seven children. all in the little log 
cabin except the youngest. and all of whom ,,·ere born 
on the old homestead in \\"ells count}·. Ind.· 

RACHEL ll. was born Sept. 26. 1850. Her t.~rly edu
cation was recc!h·c!<l in the district school at home. and 
at the age of 18 she con1n1enced teaching, ,vhich \·oca
tion she follo,,·ed for a number of years. teaching fro111 
one to t\,·o schools each year. .t-\t intervals \,·bile not 
teaching, she at various titnes attended school and col
lege at 1-lartford City, Ft. \Yaync and Valparaiso; be
sides completing several courses of literary reading .. 
\Vhile in college at \·alparaiso she studied the art of 
hand painting and crayon ,,·ork which she has since 
taught in \clrious places. She has also made a special 
study of the kindergarten \\·ork and has ,,.-rittcn cxtenJ
ed articles on that subject. In this and in her art \\·ork 
she is still engaged. In the summer of 1888 she \\·ent to 
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south\,·estcrn Colo. in hope of impro,·ing her health. 
She taught in Dclt~ Sil\·erton and Durango; at the last 
place nan1ed and near there she remained until X o,·. 
18g1. \\rhen she returned to Ind. She has ah,-ay-s been a 
l\{ethodist and an acti\·e,,·orker in the church:espec1al-
1, .. ,,·ith the children. She has also done ,·aluable \\·ork ., 

in the cause of temperance. In the spring of Ikg:? she 
again \\·ent to Colo. stopping at Cripple Creek. \\·here 
she organized and taught cla."scs in painting and exe
cuted some of her mo~t ,·aluablc sketch~ from nature. 
Nov. 1;, 1Sg2. she n1arricd Gco. l•:. Fox. at Dcn\·cr. Colo . 

. l\fr. Fox \\·as born in No\·a Scotia •• Aug. 16, 1851. :ind 
is of Scotch nationalitv. 1-1 e \\·as a \\·ido\\·cr \\·ith t \\·o ., 

boys: ,·iz: l~roy and \Villian1: ages 5 and ; years. 1-le 
is a Haptist; has al\\·ars been a rcpubli.can and prohibi
tionist. and i~ hr occupation a n1cchanic. I-le is an up
right man. pure in habit~ and character. "They reside in 
their comfortable little home at Lo,·cland. Colo. 

\V1LLI.-\ll G. \\'as born Oct.30.1852. 1-lis earl}· school
ing ,,·as also rccch·ed in the country school house. Of 
this there ·\\·as a term of 3 or 4 months each year. The 
balance of the time up to about his majority \\els spent 
at home on the farn1. except a fc\,. n1onths' attendance 
in select school at 1-lartford City. llontpelier and Ridge
ville, from the age of 16 to 20. He began teaching in 
Ind. at 20. then taught one year in Kansas and returned 
to Ind .• leased the old homestead. and for t\,·o ,·cars 

• 
fam1c~ in the summer and taught in the \\·inter; at 24 
quit the farn1 an<l started in for a college education. 
l·lc first attended \ 7a.lparaiso normal and sold books 
<luring ,·acation. .:\ftcr teaching t\,·o tcrn1s he took an . 
acadcn1ic and comn1crcial coursl· at Ft. \\"ayne college, 
continuing about t\\·o rears and teaching a part of this 
tin1e. graduating in the commercial <lepartmcnt in 'So. 
He then taught sc,·cral n1orc tcrn1s. and at inter,·als 
read la,,· in the office of lion. R. S. Ta\·lor. Ft. \\·a,·nc. 

~ -
In liarch. 1SS3. he grauu1tcd front the la\\. <lcpa.rtn1ent 
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at Ann Arbor, and at once entered upon the practice 
of la\v in the then territory of Dakota. In 1884 \\"3.S 

elected district attorney of Campbell _county·, and re
sided at LaGrace, in that county. until June. '87, wheP 
after returniug from a trip east he sold out in Dakota 
and removed to Hutchinson, Kan., and ,vas engaged in 
the practice of law· there until the fall of 1Sgo. when he 
went to Den,·er, Colo., \\·here he has established a la,v 
practice and intends to make his home. On X cw Y cars 
eve of '92. at l\fays\·ille. Ind., he married l\Iary Peters. 
She is a nati\·c of that place, and is of Quak-cr origin. 
She was educated in her native to,vn. is a school teach
er, and bas acquired some attainments in music. In the 
spring of' 92 they mo\·ed temporarily to Cripple Creek. 
Colo .• a mining camp of _some 10,000 population. Since 
then he has been a member of the board· of trustees of 
the 1st Cong. church, S.S. Supt .• is elected to the of
fice of justice of the peace and Pres. of the school board. 

ROBERT O.V. was born Oct. i, '54; was also schooled · 
at home and \\·orked on the farm. At the age of about 
18, when he could be spared at home. he \\·orked for 
wages in the neighborhood. He \\·as ,·ery strong, had 
had great endurance and \\■as seldom sick. He never 
shrank from any kind of hard \\·ork; was ambitious 
and afraid ot nothing. He had real grit and \\·ould 
quickly resent an insult. He was popular among the 
young people, and had many friends among the :roung 
men. In No\··. 'i4 he ,~as taken \\·ith a severe attack of 
typhoid fever, and lived just 21 days. The attack was 
pronounced b>9 the physicians one which but f e\\· men 
would ha\"e survh·ed so long. 1-Ie \\"as not conscious 
after the I 1th dav. Dec. 12th he died. His funeral \\"as 

4 

conducted by the order known as the Grange, of ,,·hich he 
was a member; \\clS buried at Asbury Chapel cemetery. 

JoH:s B., born Dec. 1, •56; \\~ educated and \\·orked 
at home until the age of 18, ,rhen the fan1il,r mo,·ed to 
Hartford City.. He attended school there, and after-
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"ra.rds the commercial school at Valparaiso,afterwhich 
he engaged in the grain business at Hartford City until 
poor health compelled him to give it up. Later he en
gaged in the nursery and fruit business and also in bee 
culture at home. which he ~1:ill follo\\"S. l\luch o"f the 
time since the age of 21 he has been an in\ralid from 
liver trouble, but of late has almost regained his health.· 
He is a close student and well inforn1ed generally; is a 
republican but takes no active part in politics. He is 
now editor and proprietor of the •£American Horticul
turist.'' and in connection with it buys and sells fruit 
trees. plants and shrubbery. I-Ii~ business is conducted 
at Lawrence, Kan .• and at Hartford City. Ind. At the 
latter place he still makes his home. . 

AsAHEL C., born Feb. 16, 1839; attended school at 
home and worked on the farm until about 18, when he 
began working for himself. He first learned the black
smith trade at Dundee, Ind., follo\\·ing it in l\Jontpclicr 
and New Cumberland, and about a year in Kansas, when· 
he returned to Ind. April Ii, "83, J1c married Sarah A. 
Barrett, of Ne,,· Cumberland. They settled there and 
engaged in the grocery business, remaining until I Sgo, 
when he ,vas appointed deputy sheriff of Grant Co .• and 
in the spring of '91 they mo,·ed to iiarion, the Co. seat, 
where thcv reside. He is enthusiastic in ,vhate\"cr he 

~ 

undertakes, is not afraid of hard \\·ork and ne\·er shirks 
duty; is a republican and takes considerable interest in 
political can1paigns. His ,vife is a member and active 
worker in the llethodist church. They have had three 
children: Fannie B., born :\Jareb 16, '84; Lota 11., born 
Sept. 15, ·s5. died Oct. 12, '86; Benjamin H., born April , 
22, '88, died June 2. '91, of brain fe\·er. IJoth children 
are buried at Xe,\" Cumberland. 

]AltES 11., born Oct. 23, '6o. He left the farm and 
mo\"'ed \\·ith the family- to Hartford City at about the 
age of 14; attended school there some t\\·o years. then 
took a con1mercial course at Valparaiso. After this 



,So Bl IJU Jl.-l.P JI J". 

\Vas clerk in a warehouse and \\·orkcd some on a farn1 . 
. t\t the age of about 20 he \,·as_ employed in the dry· 
goods establishment of Kershbaum & \\r ciler. of tbat 
citv, ,vhcrc he continued about ten ,~cars. \\.bile there - -he became educated practically in the rules and prin-
ciples that go\·ern successful business men. and gained 
·the reputation of a trust,\·orthy and successful salcsn1an. 
In 188g he engaged in the dry goods business for him
self. \\"ith C. \\·. Sparr. at I ... a,\·rcncc. Kan ... ,,·here they· 
carry on a larg-c business. He is an industrious. attcn
ti~e business man. a republican. and a mcn1bcr of the 
K .. P. lodge. In this ord,.:r he has attained to a respect
able rank. ha\·ing been honored to a membership in the 
state lodge. 11 is home is at La\\·rence. 

L. 0. )loRTO:s \\·as born Dec. 16. '6j: u·a'i i }"ears of 
age \\"hen the familr mo,·ed to l·lartforci. and therefore 
rccch·cd his education in the school:;; of that place. lie 
)\"as an apt student. and at the age of 1; \\·as near com- . 
plcting the course. \\·hen his eagerness to learn the 
newspaper business. and his adaptability to it, led hi1n 
a,\"a\" from school. This ended his school ·d&1,"s. but his - -education has continued and is largely self n1ade. Quick 
perception. a rctcnth·c n1crnory and studious habit~ ha\·c 
placed him an1ong the \\·ell inforn1ed and educated of 
the day. 1-Ic began his editorial work on the :\Iuncic 
·•Ne\\•~;· aftcr\\·ard contributed to and "·orkcd on other 
papers. In '89 he established the ··Dakota Chief:' at 
Gann \:"alley. S. D .. \\·hich he published and edited for 
three years. I I~ is no\,. associate editor and o\,·ncr in . . 

the Cba111bcrlain ·· R.c~ister,'' at Chamberlain, S. D. He 
is a staunch republican. an<l has ah\·ars kept \,·ell in
fonncd and tnanifcstc<l deep interest in the politics of 
state and nation. In I Sgo. during the I n<lian troubles. 
be \\·as appointed aid-dc-can1p by the go,·cmor of South 
Da~ota. liar 9. 1888. he n1arriccl Georgia Tarlor. of 
lluncic, Ind. Thc:r ha\·c one child. Florence. born .:\pril 
14, ·Sg. 1'"hcr no,\· h:u·c their hon1c at Chan1bcrlain. ~. D. 




